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AUSTRIA NEXT IN ORDER?
Austrian Bonapartism

PRICE 5 CENTS

By Leon 
Trotsky

muniim ----------
Tin; s itua tion  in  A u s tr ia  is  not 

ru a lita tiv e ly  d iffe ren t from  the s it­
ua tion in  Germany, bu t on ly  lags 
behind i t  in  its  development. A fte r  
the p o lit ic a l life  in  A u s tr ia  had 
fa llen  under the press o f the Fasc­
is t ove rtu rn  in  Germany, the cu l­
m ination  in  A u s tria  is d raw ing 
closer not by days, bu t by hours.

A us tria  is passing th rough a per­
iod th a t. is  analogous to the period 
of Bruening-Papen-Schleicher in
Germany, o r to the period o f Held 
in  H avana, th a t is, the period of 
s e m i-B onapartis t d icta torsh ip , 
w h ich m ainta ins its e lf  by the m u­
tua l ne u tra liza tio n  o f the p ro le ta r­
ian and Fascist camps. F o r Aus 
t r ia  too we p re fe r the term  Bona­
pa rtism  ( in  con trad is tinc tion  to a ll 
o ther purely descrip tive and abso 
lu te ly  meaningless fo rm u la tions  
such as c lerical-Fascism , le g it im  
is tic  Fascism, etc., e tc .), as a very 
clear characterization o f the fea­
tu re  o f a government th a t veers in  
between too irreconc iliab le  cam ps; 
a government th a t is  forced to an 
ever increasing degree to supplant 
by m ilita ry  and police apparatus 
the* social support th a t is  ebbing 
away from  under its  fee t*. There 
is expressed in  the tendency to 
w ard  B onapartism  the urge o f the 
possessing classes to  escape an open 
break w ith  le ga lity , a long period 
o f c iv i l w a r and the bloody Fasc­
is t d ic ta to rsh ip  by means o f m il i­
ta ry  and police measures th a t are 
screened by the paragraphs kept 
in  reserve in dem ocratic constitu ­
tions.

There obtain h is to rica l epochs 
when the social foundation o f the 
government “ above a ll classes”  
grows a t the expense o f the ex­
trem e w ings— during  these periods 
Bonapartism  can place its  seal up­
on an en tire  h is to rica l epoch. But 
the A us trian  “ Bonapartism ”  o f to ­
day like  the German o f yesterday, 
can have on ly  an episodic charac­
ter', f i l l in g  in the sho rt in te rva l be­
tween the dem ocratic regime and 
the regime o f Fascism.

i t  is tru e  th a t the “ Bonapart- 
is ts ”  in  A u s tr ia  have a much w ider 
pa rliam en ta ry  base and th a t the 
Fascists are much weaker than was 
the case in  Germany. B u t, in  the 
f irs t place, the C h ris tian  socia lists 
are m elting  away w h ile  the Nazis 
are g row ing  apace; secondly, be­
h ind the backs o f the Nazis stands 
Fascist Germany. The question is 
settled by dynamics. Theoretica l

analysis, as w e ll as the  fresh  ex­
perience in  Germany equally be­
speak the fa c t th a t the Viennese 
police and bureaucra tic  d ic ta to r­
ship cannot long m a in ta in  itse lf. 
M atters are ra p id ly  com ing to  a 
head. The power m ust be taken 
e ither by the Fascists o r by the 
workers.
The Possibility of Postponement

We do not know w ha t is going 
on back-stage. B u t there cannot 
be any doubt th a t the governments 
o f those countries w h ich  surround 
and oppress A us tria  have brought 
in to  action a ll the levers. N o t a 
single one o f these governments, 
not even I ta ly ,  has any in te rest in  
seeing the power in  A u s tr ia  pass 
in to  the hands o f the Fascists. The 
leaders o f the A us tria n  social dem­
ocracy see, indub itab ly , in  th is  
s itua tion  the highest tru m p  o f the 
whole gam e; in  th e ir  eyes the 
revo lu tiona ry  a c tiv ity  o f the Aus­
tr ia n  p ro le ta ria t m ust needs be 
supplanted by financia l and other 
d iffe ren t sorts o f pressure th a t 
can be brought, by the nations o f 
the fo rm er Entente. T h is  reckoning 
is the most fa llac ious o f a ll. The 
h o s tility  on the pa rt o f the v ic to r 
nations tow ard na tiona l socialism  
was one o f the reasons fo r  its  ex­
plosive grow th  in Germany. The

closer th a t the A us tria n  social 
democracy w i l l  l in k  its e lf w ith  the 
policies o f France and o f the l i t ­
tle  Entente, whose task consists in  
keeping A u s tr ia  in  the state o f 
“ independence” , i. e., iso la tion  and 
impotence, the grea te r w i l l  be the 
rate a t w h ich  Fascism w i l l  tu rn  
in to  a p a rty  o f na tiona l libe ra tion  
in the eyes of pe tty  bourgeois 
masses. A long th is  line, on ly the 
armed in te rven tion  o f the Entente, 
i. e., o u tr ig h t occupation could 
prevent Fascism from  the conquest 
o f power. B u t in  th is , the question 
o f A u s tria  merges w ith  the ques­
tion  o f Fascist Germany. I f  H it le r  
finds a modus vivend i w ith  France 
— and there is ha rd ly  any reason 
to doubt i t — then France w i l l  find 
a modus v ivend i w ith  Fascist Aus 
tr ia .  In  both cases, o f course— on 
the bones o f the p ro le ta ria t, Ger­
man and A ustrian . To th in k  th a t 
Fascist A us tria  would im m ediate ly 
destroy those ba rrie rs  w h ich  sep­
ara te  i t  from  Fascis t Germany is 
to place much too great a s ignific­
ance upon “ na tiona l”  phrases and 
to  undervalue the capacity  o f Fasc­
ism  fo r wagging its  ta i l  before 
those who are stronger than it .  
I t  can be said w ith  assurance th a t 
o f a ll stra teg ic calculations, the

S tart Fund fo r  
German L eft

(Continued on Page 4)

American Committee Appeals for 
Exiled Russian Bolshevik-Leninists

* The “ A rb e ite r Z e itung”  itse lf 
d isturbed the ghost o f Bonn parte 
when i t  w ro te  about the “ 19th 
B rum a ire  o f JJo llfuss” ; but the so­
cia l-dem ocratic sheet uses th is  only 
as a lite ra ry  ra tt le . We would 
seek in  vain fro m  the A ustro-M arx- 
ists, in  general, fo r  the analysis of 
po litics  from  the class view poin t. 
They require M arx ism  only to ex­
p la in  the p a s t; bu t they m otiva te  
themselves in  actua l po litics  by 
psychologic com binations th a t are 
second hand and by the hope th a t 
eve ryth ing w i l l  tu rn  ou t somehow 
in  the end.

Under the blows of S ta lin is t per­
secution and the; increasing ha rd ­
s h ip  o f the cris is  in  the Soviet 
Union, thousands o f ou r comrades 
o f the Russian Opposition, in  p r i­
son o r exile, are enduring such p r i­
vations th a t th o ir  very lives are 
in danger. Comrade T ro tsky , as 
chairm an o f an In te rn a tio n a l Com­
mission fo r He lp to the Im prison­
ed and Deported Bolsheviks (L e ft  
O pposition) has w r itte n  an appeal 
fo r  help, which we publish below, 

An Am erican Committee o f th is  
commission has been organized, 
consisting o f Sidney Hook, treasur­
er ; Max Eastman, Diego Rivera, 
V. F. Culverton, Herman Simpson, 
and B. J. Field, secretary. T h is  
committee is appealing fo r  support 
to a ll friends o f the October Rev­
o lu tio n  who w ant to he lp keep 
physica lly  a live  the tremendous 
revo lu tionary forces represented by 
the im prisoned and exiled Bolshe­
viks o f the Le ft Opposition in  So­
vie t Russia.

We ask the friends  and sym path­
izers o f the L e ft O pposition to 
support the w o rk  o f the Am erican 
Committee and con tribu te  as lib e r­
a lly  as possible to the fund w h ich  
i t  is  raising.

» *  *  *

To A ll F riends o f the October 
R e vo lu tio n :
In  the prisons and in  the places 

o f deporta tion of the Soviet Union 
there are thousands o f Bolsheviks 
who b u ilt  up the P arty  du ring  its

Illinois Hunger M arch Smashed
The A p r il 7 tli State Hunger 

M a tch  organized by the I ll in o is  
Com m ittee o f the Unemployed 
Councils was fiendishly smashed by 
the armed state forces— the com­
bined forces o f the state m ilit ia ,  
the state h ighw ay police, the 
county sheriffs and th e ir  deputies, 
and, in  some loca lities, the A m er­
ican Legion— under the d irec t lead­
ersh ip o f Governor H orner. A  con­
ference o f county sheriffs  w ith  
Gov. H o rne r was held several days 
previous to the ¡State Hunger 
M arch and im m ediate ly a fte r th a t 
the re  began a re ign o f te rro r and 
arrests against the Hunger1 M arch­
ers.

In  the no rthern  p a r t o f the 
state, a fte r the la rge  Chicago de­
legation met the delegation fro m  
R ockfo rd a t O ttaw a, the  Hunger 
M archers were attacked by the 
state h ighway police and gassed 
and clubbed. Over f i f ty  H unger 
M archers were arested and K a r l 
Lockner, the cha irm an o f the  I l l i ­
nois Committee is s t i l l  being he ld 
in  ja i l .  A fte r  the ba ttle  w ith  the 
police in  w h ich the m archers de­
fended themselves courageously, 
they were forced to tu rn  back to­
w ard  Chicago. In  Peoria, B loom­
ington, D ecatur and other places 
the police jfiaced ba rrie rs  on a ll 
the h ighways lead ing to  Spring- 
field, stopped every au to  and ques­
tioned every person on the w ay to ­
w a rd  Springfie ld . And i f  they 
could no t give a good account o f 
themselves they were tu rned back; 
even farm ers Coming in to  tow n to 
sell th e ir  eggs had to go th ru  a 
hard d r i l l in g  by the sta te  h igh­
way police.

In  the southern p a rt o f the state 
the state au thorities  were even 
more v ig ila n t, especially in  and 
around Macoupin County where 
the m iners have organized power­
fu l Unemployed Councils. In  V ir-  
den, a sm all m in ing  town, the 
whole tow n was placed under m ar-

t.ial law  by the mayor, m a rtia l law  
proclamations were pasted a ll over1 
the tow n w hich warned every 
citizen o f the town to stay in  his 
house on the day o f the m arch. In  
L iv ings ton , the Am erican Legion o f Chairm an 
members o f the Progressive M in - People's Commissars.
ers o f Am erica were deputized to 
keep the Hunger M archers from  
going in to  Springfield. Tony M in- 
erie li, secretary of the I ll in o is  Com­
m ittee o f the Unemployed Coun­
cils was arrested in  Ben Id a t a  
mass m eeting and is s t i l l  held in  
ja i l  on turned-up charges in  Car- 
l in v il le  where he was taken a fte r 
the arrests.

The state armed forces not only 
smashed the Hunger M arch bu t are 
try in g  in  every way possible to 
prevent the g row th  o f the Unem­
ployed Councils. The reason fo r  
th is  is the desperate p lig h t o f the 
unemployed workers, especially

ille g a l period, who took an active  
p a rt in  the October Revolution, 
who fought d u rin g  the c iv il wars, 
who la id  the foundations o f the 
Soviet State. Even now, a ll, a ll 
o f them rem ain absolutely devoted 
and firm  soldiers o f the pro le ta rian  
revo lution. In  the tim e o f danger 
fo r  the Soviet State they w ill con­
s titu te  the surest detachment in  its  
camp. They were subjected to 
persecution on ly  fo r  having c r it ic ­
ized the po licy o f the leading fa c ­
tion— w ith in  lim its  where in te rna l 
c ritic ism  constituted the v ita l ele­
ment o f P a rty  democracy w ith in  
Bolshevism. Among the deported 
Bolsheviks of the L e ft Opposition, 
the figure most w ide ly  known 
throughout the w o rld  is  C hris tian  
Georgeviteh Rakovsky, fo rm er 
member o f the Centra l Committee 
o f the P arty , Chairm an o f the 
Council of People’s Commissars of 
the Ukraine, Soviet Ambassador in 
P aris and in  London.

A  great pa rt o f the L e ft  Opposi­
tion  tr ie d  in  1928-1929 to be re in ­
stated in to  the P arty  a t the price 
o f renouncing its  r ig h t to  c ritic ism . 
There were several thousand in ­
d iv idu a l cap itu la tions o f th is  k ind, 
bound up to a certa in  extent w ith  
exaggerated hopes in  the F ive Year 
Plan. The experience of the past 
fo u r years has resulted in  the m a j­
o r ity  o f the “ repentant”  becoming 
again the object o f ferocious per­
secutions. Suffice i t  to  say th a t 
among those arrested and deported 
d u rin g  the las t few  months and 
above a ll d u rin g  the last few 
weeks a re ; Z inoviev, one o f the 
founders o f the Party , permanent 
member o f the Centra l Committee, 
Chairm an o f the Communist In te r ­
na tiona l and o f the PetrCgrad So­
v ie t;  Kamenev, one of the closest 
collaborators of Lenin, permanent 
member of the Centra l Committee, 
ad ju ta n t to Lenin in  the position 

o f the  Council o f 
Chairm an of

We have already called the 
attention o i our readers to the 
Fund winch is being collected on 
an international scale to assist 
the German section of the In ter­
national Left Opposition in  its 
work. Our comrade« are carry­
ing on under the greatest of dif- 
cuities. The first issue of its 
paper “L'nser W ort” (Our W ord), 
which came out less than two 
weeks after the proscription of 
the whole Communist press by 
the H itler regime, has now been 
followed by the second number, 
this time six pages. Our com­
rades report that the copies of 
the paper which are smuggled 
from Czechoslovakia into Ger­
many, are eagerly read and/ 
spread from hand to hand by the 
m ilitant workers. But the obvi­
ous difficulties created by the 
terror regime make it imperative 
that the vanguard' throughout the 
world should lend financial as­
sistance to our German comrades. 
I t  is towards this end that the 
preliminary international Con­
ference of the Left Opposition 
decided to establish a Fund for 
the German Opposition. Every 
member of the Opposition 
-throughout the world is being 
assessed a day’s wage for this 
purpose. In  addition, we are 
making an urgent appeal to a ll 
our friends and sympathizers to 
contribute speedily and generous­
ly to this Fund. The New York 
brunch lias already set itself the 
uota of $75.00; tlie other branch­
es w ill act correspondingly.

The need is great and urgent! 
Tlte response should be generous 
and speedy! Send till funds to 
126 East 16th Street, New York, 
N. Y.

Convict Patterson
United Mass Protest Must Save Scottsboro Boys

A  vic iously prejudiced ju ry  com­
posed o f twelve representatives o f 
the poisoned ideology o f the reac­
tiona ry , cap ita lis t South brought 
in a verd ic t of g u ilty  against H ay­
wood Patterson, the f irs t  o f the 
Scottsboro boys to be tr ie d  in  the 
new tr ia ls  ordered b.v the United 
States Supreme Curt. According 
to A labama law  the ju ry  is charg­
ed w ith  the du ty of fix in g  the pen­
a lty . T h is  ju ry  decided on death 
in  the e lectric  chair.

W ith  th is  verd ic t the blood-lust 
ridden, southern cap ita lis ts  have 
reaffirm ed th e ir  in ten tion  to snuff 
out the lives o f a l l who dare to 
resent and struggle against the in

From  the legal po in t o f view  the 
state had no case. I ts  witnesses 
were the lusual social r if f - ra ff  
sharked up by the  prosecution in  
fram e-up cases. A  notorious p ro­
s titu te  was its  ch ie f witness. And 
her1 testim ony was f la t ly  con tra ­
dicted by R uby Bates’ sensational 
repud iation o f her fo rm er evidence. 
O ther evidence in troduced by the 
defense le ft  no doubt th a t the 
state ’s chief w itness was a per­
ju ro r. The weakness o f the sta te ’s 
legal case was compensated fo r  by 
extra-lega l “ arguments” . F ie ry  
crosses flamed against the n ig h t 
sky from  the h ills  surrounding the 
town. Arm ed mobs threatened to

. . . , . .. .  , . . .  . storm  the ja il,  lynch the boys, the
°n ^ b lL ^ lh r  *  witnesses .and the defense lawyers.

Unique Russian 
Film to Be Shown

(Continued on Page 2)

OPEW FORUM

The Farmers' Revolt and 
the American W orkers

Speaker:

JACK WEBER

International Workers Sehool H all 
126 East 16th Street 

Sunday, A pril 6 1933, 8 P. M. 

ADM ISSIO N: 15 Cents
Auspices: N. Y. Branch, Communist 

League of America (Opposition)

ta lism  reduces the w orkers and 
share croppers in  the South in  its  
ruth less scramble fo r  p ro fit. T ha t 
is the significance o f the verd ic t 
fo r  our class and our cause. As 
fa r  as the Scottsboro boys them­
selves are concerned, i t  is  not at 
a ll a ve rd ic t a rrived  at a fte r  due 
process o f law . There is no such 
t ilin g  fo r  workers in  cap ita lis t 
courts. I t  is  m urder done accord­
ing  to the niceties of the law  and 
w ith  due regard fo r  the devious 
course of “ jus tice ”  in  the higher 
courts. I t  is class m urder.

Armed m ilit iam e n  were on du ty  in  
the court-room. The prosecution ap­
pealed to local pre jud ice th rough­
out. B u t in  its  sum m ation i t  reach­
ed tlie  depths o f narrow-m inded 
p rov inc ia lism  and m edieval bigo­
try .  T o  read i t  is  to make the 
blood boil. A ll  o f th is, inevitab le  
and to tie foreseen from  the begin­
ning, outweighed the legal evidence 
or lack o f it .

T h a t is how i t  was in tlie  Mooney 
and tlie  Sacco and V anze tti t r ia ls :  
the same frame-up, p re ju ry  in tim i-

G enuine United Front for Mooney 
Formed by the St. Louis Workers

the Moscow Soviet I .  N. Sm irnov, 
one o f the indefa tigable founders 
o f the P a rty  du ring  the years o f 
Czarism, member' o f the Central 
Committee, leader of the s trugg le  
against K oltohak, member o f the 
Council o f People’s Com m issars; 
Preobrazhensky, the oldest member 
o f the P arty , one o f its  best-known 
theoreticians, member o f the Cen 
tra l Committe, who carried out un­
t i l  very Recently im p o rtan t d ip ­
lom atic  functions abroad. One 
could also c ite  scores o f names o f 
the best-known revo lu tiona ry  B o l­
sheviks (V . Kasparova, L . S. Sos- 
novsky, B. M. E lts in , V. Kossir, N. 
I .  M ura lov, F. D ingelstedt, V. M. 
Sm irnov, Sapronov, Grunstein,- 
M ratchkovsky, Oufimtsev, Perever- 
tsev, and o the rs ), who, d u rin g  the 
most d ifficu lt years, constitu ted the 
fram ew ork o f the P arty , and along 
w ith  them, hundreds and thousands 
o f the younger generation (V . B 
E ls tin , the son; Solntsev,’ Magid 
Yakovin, Nevelson, Stopalov, Poz- 
nansky, Sermux and others) who 
went through the years o f the c iv i l 
war, through the years o f enorm­
ous difficu lties and o f grandiose 
victories o f the p ro le ta rian  regime.

The s itua tion  o f the imprisoned 
and deported Oppositionists, the 
m a jo r ity  o f whom have been sep­
arated fro m  th e ir  w o rk  and the ir 
fa m ily  fo r  the past five years, is 
absolutely extrao rd inary . They re ­
present the L e ft w ing  o f the Bol-

A niio tiiiceniont in is ju s t been 
made o f ll ie  f irs t p riva te  movie 
showing of t lie  f irs t au thentic and 
actua l p ictures o f the im portan t 
events and actions of I lie Russian 
revo lu tion.

The most im portan t f ilm  you 
have ever seen, one you w ill want 
to see over and over.

T lie  film ing  o f these events was 
taken by over one hundred camera 
men working directly under the 
various goveriunents and noted offir 
trials and leaders in Kusiu:

Tlie life  and time of the Czar and 
ilia family The July 1917 upriS' 
ing The Kornilov Counter-Rev­
olutionary Attempt The Rule of 
Miliukov The Acts of the Social 
Revolutionaries The Rise of the 
Bolsheviks Tlie Role and Deeds 
of larniu and Trotsky and other 
leaders of Bolsheviks The Growth 
of the Soviets Tlie Bolshevik In ­
surrection and Rise to Power 
The Civil War on the various front 

The Red Guards and Red Army 
In action from the uprising through 
the years Grand Scenes of a ll 
the Kussias Congresses of the 
Communist International The 
Bolsheviks and the Death of Lenin 

Tlie Exile of Trotsky to Prin- 
kipo.

T his and more is  to  be seen in  
tbe greatest film  on the h is to ry  of 
Russia aud tlie  Russian Revolution.

T liis  is  a lim ited, private and 
subscription performance under the 
auspices o f the F ilm  Club o f the 
New Y ork  Branch o f t lie  Commun­
is t League o f Am erica (Opposi­
t io n ). No tickets at the door. Mem­
bers must obtain subscription tic ­
kets in  advance. Subscriptions are 
s tr ic t ly  lim ite d  to  the seating ca­
pacity of the ha ll. The f ilm  w i l l  
be shown a t the LABOR TEM PLE, 
242 East 14th St., New Y ork  C ity , 
on Saturday, May 6th, 1933 a t 8 
P. M. sharp*

Members, obtain your subscrip­
tion ticket a t once a t the head-/ 
quarters o f the Communist League 
of Am erica (O pposition), 120 East 
10th Street, New Y ork, N. Y.

(Continued on Page 2)

Perth Amboy
TH E  TRAGEDY OF TH E  
GERMAN PRO LETARIAT  

MUST A NEW COMMUNIST 
PARTY BE ORGANIZED  

IN  GERMANY?
Speakers:

JAMES P. CANNON,
N ationa l Secretary, C. L . A. (O .) 

ALBER W EISBORD, 
N ationa l Secretary, C. L . S. 
on Sunday, A pril 23, 1933, 

8:30 P. M.
at tlie OLD Y . M. H . A. HALL  

Smith and McClennan Sts. 
ADMISSION 15 CENTS

Joint. Auspices: Communist League 
o f Am erica (O pposition) and 
Communist League o f Struggle.

St. I iO U is . A genuine un ity  move­
ment to m obilize tlie  workers o f 
th is  c ity  fo r  the freedom o f Tom 
.Mooney, is now w e ll under way. 
Besides tbe organizations which 
have already endorsed tbe move­
ment, e fforts are being made to 
draw  in every o ther w o rk ing  class 
organization in  the c ity . Below is 
to be found tlie  ca ll sent ou t by 
the “ Free Tom Mooney United 
F ron t Conference” , through its  sec­
retary, comrade M a rtin  Payer, who 
is also secretary o f the local branch 
of the Communist League o f A m ­
erica (O pposition).

*  *  *  *

TO A L L  D IS T R IC T  COUNCILS, 
LO C AL UNIONS, U ID G E S :

TO A L L  LA B O R  O R G A N IZA ­
TIO NS, POL1CAL, F R A T E R N ­
A L , C U LTU R A L, E D U C A T IO N ­
A L :

G R E E T IN G S :
Jit accordance w ith  the s t ir r in g  

call issued from  San Quentin prison 
by TOM MOONEY, tbe St. Louis 
M olders’ Defense Com m ittee hats 
taken the in it ia t iv e  in organizing 
a “ FREE TOM MjOONEY”  U N I­
T E D  FR O N T CONFERENCE o f 
a ll unions and working-class o r­
ganizations to  figh t fo r  t#6 imme­
diate FREEDO M  OF TOM  MOON­
EY and to w ork  fo r  the bu ild ing  of 
a large F R E E  TOM  MOONEY N A ­
T IO N A L  CONGRESS to be -held in  
Chicago, I llin o is , A p r i l 30th to 
May 2nd, 1933. We are sending you 
he rew ith  the ca ll fo r  the election 
of delegates to th is  Congress.

The freedom of TOM  MOONEY 
is r ig h t fu lly  the deepest concern o f 
the en tire  working-class. I t  was 
because M-OONEY was a fearless 
figh te r in  behalf o f organized labor 
and fo r  be tte r w o rk ing  conditions 
th a t he was framed and has a l­
ready spent nearly  17 years o f h is 
life  behind prison bars.

In  o rder to give the w idest pos­
sible support to  TOM MOONEY, we 
feel i t  is necessary and tim e ly  th a t 
in  St. Louis ( in  add ition  to the 
mass-meeting on the day o f Moon­
ey’s new tr ia l,  A p r i l 26tli, we also 
organize a jo in t  dem onstration and 
parade on M ay F irs t  in  support of 
the fig h t fo r  M OONEY’S F R E E  
DOM. This w i l l  give added w eight 
and pressure to  the N A T IO N A L  
MOONEY CONGRESS in  Chicago 
and serve to un ite  broad masses in  
the struggle.

W e there fore c a ll upon your or 
ganization to  endorse the MOON­
EY M A Y -D A Y  D E M O N S TR A TIO N  
A N D  PA R A D E  IN  ST. LO U IS  and 
also to send three representatives 
to the U n ited  F ro n t M ayDay Con­
ference w hich w i l l  be held a t 
T u rn e r H a ll, 1508 Chouteau Ave­
nue, on Sunday afternoon, A p r il 
16th, a t 2 P. M. sharp.

SHQW  S O L ID A R IT Y  OF OR­
G A N IZ E D  LA B O R  IN  ST. LO U IS  
w h ile  o u r delegates are de liber­
a ting  in  the Chicago N A T IO N A L  
MOONEY CONGRESS on the next 
steps in  the figh t fo r  the FREEDO M  
O F TOM  M OONEY A N D  A L L  
CLASS-W1AR P R IS O N E R S !

Forward to the Freedom of Tom 
Mooney!

For a  Mass Mooney May Day 
Demonstration! ! !
FREE TOM MOONEY U N ITE D  

FRONT CONFERENCE 
Endorsed by:

Tom Mooney M olders’ De­
fense Commitee,

Unemployed Councils in  St.
Louis,

Pattern-M akers’ Union, 
M olders’ Union No. 10, 
Unemployed C itizens’ League, 
In te rna tiona l la b o r  Defense, 
St. Louis W a ite rs ’ Union, 

l/oc-al No. 20
Communist League of Am erica 

(O pposition),
In te rn a tion a l W orkers’ School, 
Jobn Reed Club,
Communist Party ,
In te rn a tion a l W orkers’ O rder, 
Needle Trades’ W orkers In d ­

us tria l Order,
Voting Communist League, 
\lo lde rs ' Union Local No. 59.

Moscow Trial Starts
The t r ia l th a t is  tak in g  place in  

Moscow a t present, invo lv ing  tbe 
B ritish  organizers of sabotage con­
nected w ith  the M etro-Y ickers con­
cern, th row s lig h t upon, the feve r­
ish efforts o f the fo re ign  im p e ria l­
ists to  hasten the collapse of So­
v ie t economy, brought to  a c r it ic ­
a l state by S ta lin is t mismanage­
ment. As we go to  press, the stor­
ies cabled from  across s t i l l  bear a 
confused and con tra d ic to ry  charac­
ter. W e expect to have a c r it ic a l 
account and an evaluation o f the 
proceedings in  a com ing issue o f 
The M ilita n t.

dation, co rrup tion  and in flam ing  o f 
ignorance and vicious pre jud ice 
In  these monuments to  cap ita lis t 
bestia lity  are lessons which have 
been burned in to  the consciousness 
o f the w orkers the w o rld  over. 
Large sections of the workers know 
w hat these tr ia ls  are worth. T he ir 
exjH-rienee teaches them d a ily  w ha t 
cap ita lis t jus tice  is. In  th e ir  un­
derstanding i t  is ah inseparable 
p a rt o f the ca p ita lis t system.

The cap ita lis t press, the hand­
maiden o f these b ru ta l orgies, has 
not been slow to  discharge its  du ty 
to its  masters. I t  pretends to be 
astonished by the verd ict. The New 
Y ork  World Telegram feigns aston­
ishment. I t  is  sure th a t the ver­
d ic t w i l l  be ove rth row n in  the 
higher courts. B y  th is  perfid ious 
hypocrisy i t  strives to keep alive 
the illus ion  th a t jus tice  is im par­
tia l, above the classes. The Times 
also bemoans the sad m iscarriage 
o f jus tice . B u t i t  cannot see w hat 
remains to be done. Perhaps the 
Governor of A labam a w i l l  pardon 
the v ic tim s o r commute th e ir  sent­
ence to a term  o f im prisonm ent! 
T ha t is the Times’ way o f saying 
tha t the case is a legal one, a m at­
te r o f “ ju s tic e '’, not to be taken 
out o f the channels o f bourgeois 
democracy.

The N. A. A . C. P. says the same 
th ing  bu t says i t  more openly. The 
a ttack on the I .  L . D. and the Com­
m unist P a rty  fo r o rgan iz ing a mass 
protest movement, w h ich the Times 
on ly im plies, the N. A . A . C. P. 
makes e xp lic it. The record o f th is  
re fo rm is t organ ization in  Scotts­
boro Case is a fo u l b lo t on the 
pages o f the strugg le o f the Negro­
es fo r economic, p o lit ic a l and so­
c ia l equa lity . F rom  the very be­
g inn ing o f the case i t  assisted the 
prosecution to  the best o f Its  a b il­
ity . I t  strove w ith  a l l its  re­
sources to  ham string  the defense 
organized by the I .  L . D. A ll 
through the fig h t i t  ra b id ly  a ttack­
ed the I. L . D . and the Communist 
P arty . Clarence D a rrow  and A r ­
th u r  G arfie ld Hays o f its  lega l 
staff, and prom inent in  its  execu­
tive  councils, offered to enter the 
ease on condition th a t a ll the law ­
yers in  the defense w ould agree to 
disassociate themselves from  a l l o r­
ganizations. T h is  was equivalent 
to  a demand th a t the I .  L . D . re ­
t ire  from  the case.

The black thread o f treachery 
runs th rough the po licy o f the N. 
A. A . C. P. and its  w h ite , lib e ra l 
supporters and executives: John 
Haynes Holmes, Oswald G arrison 
V illa rd , Clarence D arrow , A rth u r 
G arfie ld Hays, etc., etc. And it  
runs through i t  today. A t  the las t 
m eeting o f its  d irectors they ad­
opted a reso lu tion  on the Scotts­
boro Case. I t  was reported in  the 
Times o f A p r i l 11. The Times says: 
“ The board commended the ‘firm ­
ness and fairness in  w h ich  Judge
H o rto n  conducted the t r ia l ’-------”
And : “ —— adopted a reso lution a t 
the meeting— expressing the belief

(Continued on Page 4)

Roosevelt Reforestation Swindle
Tens o f thousands of Am erican 

boys are being herded in to  regular 
arm y camps, presumably fo r  fores­
t r y  tra in in g . A  quarte r o f a m il­
lion  w i l l  be regimented by M ay 15, 
according to  Robert Fechner, na­
tiona l head o f the “ C iv ilia n  Con­
servation Corps” . The government 
is pushing fo r1 the fu l l  quota of 
250,000 by the m iddle o f May, when 
tlie  reforestation program is to be­
g in  iu  earnest.

T he  1,800 supposedly homeless 
youths from  New Y ork  who board­
ed tlie  buses fo r  F o r t  Slocum are 
the f irs t  v ic tim s of a' novel brand 
o f efficiency known as the “ New 
Deal” . Accord ing to the govern­
ment plan, each o f the nine m il i­
ta ry  corps areas from  New Eng­
land to the P acific  Coast, w i l l  be 
a re c ru itin g  o r “ cond ition ing”  cen­
te r fo r  the fo re s try  workers o f th a t 
area. They w i l l  be given arm y 
w ork  clothes, a rm y grub and live

B««ton Meeting

T H E  C R I S I S  I N  T H E  

S O V I E T  U N I O N

Lecture by 

MAX SHACHTMAN 
Editor, The M ilitant

Ot BELMONT HAUL 
150 Humboldt Avenue

On Sunday, A pril 23, 1933, 8 P. M.

Auspices, Boston Branch, Commun­
is t League of America (Opp.)

Friday April i t ,  1933 at 8 p. m.

I R V I N G  P L A Z A  H A L L  15'St. &  Irving PI. for tbe Benefit o f ‘T H E  M I L I T A N T ’

Jazz Orchestra -  Songs -  O ther Features
Auspices: New York Branch Communist League 
of America (Opposition) and Protomagia Club.

in  arm y barracks. They w i l l  a ll 
get m ilita ry  tra in in g  in  the fo rm  
o f in fa n try  d r i l l  under the s tr ic t 
discip line o f superior officers. “ Edu­
cation”  and “ recreation”  w i l l  be 
completed supervised by govern­
ment au thorities.

“ We intend to  make self-support 
ing  men o f them,”  says A d ju ta n t 
F urey o f F o rt Slocum. L e t’s see 
w hat he means by tha t. Do the 
men actua lly  receive the $30 per 
m onth th a t they are promised? N o t 
a t a ll. The “ investiga tors" o f the 
New Y ork  Home R e lie f Bureau o f 
the Departm ent o f P ub lic  W elfare 
are instructed to  supply 7,500 un­
m arried  young men between the 
ages o f 18 and 23 from  o ff the  re lie f  
lis t.  They are ne ither homeless 
nor wandering. $25 o f every $30 
earned by the w o rke r is tol be 
deducted and turned over to  the  
Home R e lie f Bureau which prom pt­
ly  deducts th a t amount from  the 
fa m ily  budget, p lus $1.50 per week 
(o r over $6 per m onth ) fro m  the 
food budget. Others are removed 
en tire ly  from  the W elfare lis t. 
Anyone who knows the na rrow  
m arg in upon w hich “ re lie f”  fam ­
ilie s  live , knows w ha t hardships 
these deductions are.

Now the Home R e lie f Bureau o f 
the D epartm ent o f P ub lic  W elfare  
has on its  lis ts  180,000 fam ilies , o r 
alm ost a m illio n  ind iv idua ls . I t  
spends ten m illio n  do lla rs a m onth 
caring fo r them. O f these there 
are about 60,000 on w ha t is  called 
“ w ork  re lie f”  under tbe C ity  Com­
mission W ork Bureau. Each man 
works five days every o ther week, 
o r a m axim um  o f ten days a month: 
For th is  he gets $45 a month, b,ut 
he is cut loose and must support 
his fu m ily  on th is  sum. Those on 
Home Relie f, however, average $55 
to $65 per month. The budgets are 
pared down to  an almost unbeliev-

( Continued on Page 4)
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Hundreds at 
Toronto Meeting

Toronto.— The voice o f interna*- 
tio n a i p ro le ta rian  s o lid a r ity  w ith  
the German to ile rs , again rang  out 
in  T oron to  as Jew ish and German 
w orkers jam m ed to  capacity  tw o  
ha lls , in  a s t ir r in g  pro test demon­
s tra tio n  against Fascism and Jew­
ish  pogroms in  G erm any; hundreds 
o f o ther worker's again had to be 
tu rned  away fo r  la ck  o f accomoda­
tion . Such was the response to  
the lea fle t issued ju s t  one day pre­
vious, ca lling  fo r  in te rn a tio n a l p ro  
le ta ria n  action  against Fascism.

The “ U n ited F ro n t Confertece” 
w h ich  called th is  mass demostra- 
t io n  is  doubly s ig n ifica n t; f irs t  be­
cause i t  is  the f irs t  rea l un ited 
fro n t organized by the workers in  
Canada against Fascism, and sec­
ondly because i t  m arks the f irs t 
un ited  f ro n t o f Com m unist and re­
fo rm is t organizations held in  T o r­
onto fo r  a number o f years. W hile  
as ye t the  conference has been 
lim ite d  to  Jew ish p ro le ta rian  bod­
ies i t  was announced a t the s it t in g  
by the sponsor, the “ L e ft  Poale 
Z ion ", th a t the  Labor P a rty  (re  
fo rm is t)  has made plans to  c a ll a 
s im ila r conference o f a l l  the Eng­
lis h  trade unions and labor organ­
iza tions sho rtly  to  w h ich  they 
would become a pa rt.

T he  ca ll o f the  Com intern fo r  
un ited  f ro n t  action o f the  Com­
m un is t and the re fo rm is t organiza­
tions, even a t th is  la te  date has 
already had its  response. S ign ifi­
can t is  the fa c t th a t the L e ft  
Poale Z ion and no t the S ta lin ­
is ts  sponsored th is  conference. The 
S ta lin is t press even a t la te  as tw o 
weeks ago in  an e d ito r ia l rep ly  to 
the  M il ita n t  denied th a t a change 
o f po licy had taken place and th a t 
un ited  f ro n t  ac tion  o f Communist 
and re fo rm is t organizations was 
permlssable.

The  L e ft  O pposition was repre­
sented a t the Conference by the 
Unser K a m i C lub and Spartacus 
Y ou th  organizations. L e t us now 
re fe r back to the mass demonstra­
t io n  itse lf.

The f irs t  speaker was o u r com­
rade M. Spector. The response 
fro m  the  ga thering  a t h is  appear­
ance m ust have ne ttled  the S ta lin ­
is t  leaders, as i t  showed th a t th e ir 
cam paign o f slander against h im  
was a flop.

Comrade Spector in  a true  In ­
te rn a tio n a lis t speech pointed ou t 
th a t Fascism was no t ju s t a Jew ish 
question b u t one o f the  in te rna ­
t io n a l w o rk in g  class. T h a t the 
Jew ish problem w ou ld  on ly  be 
solved w ith  the v ic to ry  of the p ro ­
le ta r ia t  over cap ita lism . The suc­
cess o f Fascism meant w a r against 
the USSR w h ich we m ust defend 
w ith  ou r la s t drop o f blood. O rgan­
ized un ited fro n t action o f whole 
in te rn a tio n a l p ro le ta r ia t w ou ld  de­
fe a t Fascism. The L . O. welcomes 
a rea l un ited f ro n t action o f Com­
m un is t and re fo rm is t organizations 
against th e ir  common enemy. F o r 
tw o  years we have fough t fo r  its  
rea liza tion .

I  w i l l  pass over the speeches of 
the  L e ft Poale Z ion the Gerinan 
w o rke r and the R ig h t w ing  repre­
sentative and come to th a t o f com. 
E h rlic k , the S ta lin is t spokesman. 
Comrade E h r lic k  also made a very 
able speech on behalf o f h is group­
ing. Comrade E h r lic k  d id  not lack 
the g a ll to  stand up and say, “ we 
a lw ays stood fo r  un ited fro n t ac­
t io n  o f Com m unist and re fo rm is t 
organizations, and th a t i t  was the 
re fo rm is t leadership who alone 
were against th is " . “ The un ited  
f ro n t fro m  below on ly ” , “ social- 
Pascism” — where, oh where, lie  ye 
b u r ie d !

*  *  *  *

A fte r  w r it in g  the above, the la t ­
est issue o f the K am i, the S ta lin ­
is t  or'gan, in  the Jew ish language 
came off the press, w ith  a report 
o f the conference, in  w h ich  they 
say___ “ The s trugg le  against Fasc­
ism  cannot be w ide ly  developed i f  
the  Conference w i l l  base its e lf  on 
representatives o f organizations 
w h ich  don’t  ex is t and have no fo l­
low ing  amongst the masses” , ( i. 
e., the Spartacus Youth Club, U n­
ser K am f. I f  th is  is  tru e  then 
Wie ask the ed itors o f the “ K a m f” , 
w h y  the con tinua l venemous a t­
tacks against us in  you r press. Is  
i t  log ica l fo r1 a paper to w r ite  
ed ito ria ls  against people “ who 
don’t  ex is t”  and “ have no fo llo w ­
in g ” . The editors o f the K a m f are 
no t so il lo g ic a l;  they are on ly t r y ­
in g  to  cover up the tru th , w h ich  is 
the  g row th  o f the L e ft  Opposition 
and the cris is  inside th e ir  own 
ranks. W orkers U n ity  also devotes 
more than a whole page o f the 
la s t issue to  re fu tin g  the ideas of 
the  “ hand fu l o f T ro tsky is ts ”  who 
don’t  exist. Even the C. L . D . L . 
( I .  L . D .) m ust also condemn the 
“ h a lf  dozen T ro tsky is ts  w ho have 
no fo llow ing ” .

F u rth e r1 on in  th is  “ re p o rt”  we 
lea rn  th a t “ Spector voted against 
a l l  the proposals o f the L e ft w ing  
and supported the L e ft Poale Z ion.”  
D o the ed itors o f the “ K a m f”  be­
lieve th is  also? N o! W e know 
th e ir  rep ly, “ W hat are a few  lies 
more o r less when i t  is  a l l  in  the 
in te rests o f the revo lu tion?” ’ Un­
fo rtu n a te ly  fo r  the p o lit ic a l posi­
t io n  o f the  S ta lin is t leaders, the 
num ber o f lies seem to  be g row ing  
m ore and no t less, and the in te r­
ests o f the revo lu tion  have not ob­
ta ined any gains by such methods.

— M. Q.

GREEK L . O. IN  ELECTIONS
I n  v iew  o f  the oppo rtun is t elec- 

tio n  ta c tic  o f the offic ia l party—  
w h ich  appeared on the b a llo t ais 
the  W orkers’ and Peasants’ Bloc—  
the Greek A rch io -M arx is ts  (L e ft 
O pposition) pa rtic ipa ted  independ­
en tly  in  the  recent election. I t  
succeeded in  b rin g in g  the  f u l l  Com­
m un ist program  before the  w o rk ­
ers a t ra llie s  as w e ll as in  advanc­
in g  the campaign fo r  a un ited 
Com m unist p a rty .

A  Stalinist United 
Front in ’Frisco

San Francisco.— A fte r an unbe­
lievab ly  long delay the Communist 
P a rty  in  San Francisco decided to  
have a un ited fro n t mass meeting 
in  pro test against the Fascist te r­
ro r in  Germany. I t  seems th a t the 
protest mass meeting of the Jew ish 
population against the persecutions 
o f Jews reminded the S ta lin is t 
leadership tlia.t something is  going 
on in  fa r-aw ay Germany. B u t a t 
th is  po in t the great stra teg is ts  o f 
sm all 'm aneuvers were im m ediate ly 
confronted w ith  the problem of 
how to  get up the meeting. I t  is 
a ll r ig h t fo r  the Communist P arty  
in  New Y ork  to ca ll a un ited fro n t 
mass m eeting in  its  own name. 
These hard boiled Easterners can 
stand the suden change o f temper­
ature. B u t how w i l l  the sensitive 
C a lifo rn ians w ith  th e ir  in flam m a­
ble im aginations stand the sudden 
change o f the hot tem perature of 
the “T h ird  Period”  to the cool 
rea liza tion  o f the bankruptcy o f 
the theory of “ Social Fascism” ? 
The bureaucratic im agination pu t 
so severely to the test o f its  life , 
flares up in  the racket o f its  pre­
vious experience and la n d s .. . .o n  
the W orkers C u ltu ra l Federation. 
T ha t small, t i l l  now obscure organ­
iza tion  w i l l  s ta r t the g rea t tem­
pest w h ich w i l l  sweep H it le r  o ff 
his fee t! The un ited  fro n t  mass 
meeting w i l l  be called by th is  o r­
gan iza tion . . .  w ith  “ the wholeheart­
ed suport”  o f the Communist p a r ty !

When I  came to  th a t “ united 
fro n t”  conference I  found there 
some th ir ty  people, m ostly repre­
senting tliemscvles and alm ost a ll 
fa m ilia r  faces. The sm all room 
was so b ig  and the an tic ipa tions 
of the stra teg is ts  so modest th a t 
the representative o f the 1. L . D. 
to ld  us th a t the next m eeting w i l l  
take place in  a sm aller room : i t  
w i l l  be less expensive.

W hen the names o f the delegates 
were being ca lled I  handed in  the 
fo llo w in g  note: “ Being a member 
o f thg Communist League of Am ­
erica (O ppos ition ), an organiza­
tio n  wh ich is figh ting  in  the fo re ­
fro n t against the danger of Fasc­
ism in  Germany, I  ask to be seated 
a t th is  un ited f ro n t  conference as 
a fra te rn a l delegate.”  And as 
soon as h is chance came a p a rty  
bureaucrat jum ped up and made a 
m otion no t to seat me. A no ther 
supported h im  by saying th a t there 
is no organ ization of the Opposi­
t ion  in  the c ity . I  rem inded h im  
to no ava il th a t a t the Tom  Mooney 
united f ro n t conference the  dele­
gate fro m  the Food W orkers In ­
d u s tria l Union was seated as a 
fu ll-fledged delegate though there 
is no t even a single coffee stand 
w hich i t  contro ls in  th is  c ity . The 
German C u ltu ra l A socia tion was 
adamant in  not lis ten ing  to  reason

A nyw ay the delegate o f the A. 
F. o f L. Union of the Bakery 
Wagon D rive rs , an old  t im e r in  
the L e ft w ing movement, asked 
fo r  the floor and v igorously  p ro­
tested against b ring ing  th is  k ind  
o f fac tio na l figh t in to  the un ited 
fron t. l ie  said th a t “ i f  a co rru p t 
A. F. o f L . fa ke r would come in  
he would get the floo r r ig h t away, 
but when a m ilita n t w orker who is 
w illin g  to  f ig h t against Fascism is 
o ffering h is  cooperation, he is  
shouted down. Those are the 
methods o f the A. F. o f L . and the 
Socia list p a rty  ju s t as w e ll as the 
opportun is t leaders o f I .  W . W .” 
A f te r  th a t some o f the delegates 
asked me again to exp la in  w hat 
k ind  o f an organ ization the L e f t  
Qppositon is, w h ich  I  w illin g ly  did. 
T ha t closed the discussion.. A  mo­
tion  was ca rried  to send a tele­
gram  to  the German ambassador 
in W ashington w ith  the request to 
deliver i t  to H itle r . Except th a t 
l i t t le  accident w ith  the “ T ro ts k y ­
is t” , eve ryth ing went so smoothly 
tha t even the Moscow A r t  Theatre 
could not do b e tte r : the roles were 
very w e ll d is tribu ted.

A t the las t membership meeting 
o f t ile  F u rn itu re  W orkers Indus­
t r ia l Union (U pho ls te ry  Section), 
held Thursday, A p r i l 6, S ta lin ism  
once more demonstrated its  im pot­
ence and unprincipledness when 
faced w ith  bu rn ing  problems which ' 
demand im m ediate action.

In  his report on shops, the o r­
ganizer o f the un ion reported on 
the N ewport F u rn itu re  Co., one o f 
the largest fram e-m aking shops in  
the c ity . The w orkers of th is  shop 
have gone down on s tr ike  and they 
look to  the F. W . I .  U. fo r  lead­
ership. These workers who have 
not received any wages fo r  5 o r 6 
weeks are f ig h tin g  against the in ­
s t itu t in g  o f piece work, fo r  back 
pay, a fo rty -ho u r week, etc. So de­
term ined are these w orkers to  w in  
the s tr ike  th a t the police te rro r 
and gangster a ttacks serve on ly  to  
make them more m ilita n t in  th e ir  
s trugg le fo r  be tte r conditions.

A t the las t membership meeting 
o f the union, I  made the fo llo w in g  
m otion : T h a t the F u rn itu re  W ork­
ers In d u s tr ia l U n ion in  the shops 
which i t  controls, make a  decision 
th a t no man be allowed to  upho l­
ster a fram e made by scabs in  th a t 
shop and th a t we n o tify  the s tr ik ­
ers o f th is  decision in  order to  
give them  more courage and to  in ­
crease th e ir  m ilitancy.

I t  is w ith  a bu rn ing  sense o f 
shame th a t I  am forced to  report 
th a t the S ta lin is t bureaucrats voted 
down the m otion and thereby 
placed the union in  a position 
where i t  is scabbing on workers in  
another section o f the industry . 
One member o f the un ion who 
spoke fo r  th is  m otion was to ld  by 
one o f the “ leader's” : “ You are too 
revo lu tiona ry  ton igh t, comrade.”

The bosses th roughou t the c ity  
have organized th e ir  men to  break

shevik P a rty  and o f the w o rld  la ­
bor movement. T h a t is  ju s t why 
they were s truck  down du ring  the 
years o f p o lit ic a l ebb in  the U. S.
S. R. and o f successful counter­
revo lu tion  in  the whole w orld . The 
repression w h ich has s tru ck  them 
becomes more d iff ic u lt as the 
events' confirm  the correctness of 
the c ritic ism  and the w arn ings of 
the L e ft Opposition. The shortage 
o f supplies in  the  U. S. S. R. now 
renders exceedingly d iff ic u lt the ex­
istence o f a l l s tra ta  o f the popula­
tion , even in  the in d u s tr ia l and 
cu ltu ra l centers o f the country. I t  
is  no t d iff ic u lt to im agine the un­
bearable physical p riva tions  to 
w h ich are subjected the thousands 
o f opponents of the ru lin g  faction, 
scattered th roughout prisons and in  
the most d is tan t choked-off po in ts 
o f S iberia and C entra l Asia. Never 
before have the deported suffered 
such priva tions as today. In  the 
years o f the revo lu tiona ry  h igh 
tide, the lib e ra l and rad ica l bourge­
oisie rendered substantia l assist­
ance to the deported and the im ­
prisoned. In  the years of w o rld  
revo lu tiona ry  ebb, o f w o rld  cris is  
and o f fam ine in  the U. S. S. R., 
the vanguard o f the October Rev­
o lu tio n  can expect support only 
from  its  most devoted and its  sur­
est friends.

IIo w  necessary and urgent th is  
support is, is attested best o f a ll 
by th is  ex trac t from  a le tte r fro m  
Moscow w h ich I  have ju s t received:

“ I  w a n t to w r ite  to  you especi­
a lly  w ith  regard to the deportees, 
and th e ir d ifficu lt s itua tion . D i f ­
f icu lt is  the least one can c a ll it .  
T h e ir s itua tion  is horrib le . The 
comrades are l ite ra lly  given up to 
th e ir  fate— hunger and the ele­
ments. They are not given w ork. 
They are deprived o f rations, they 
have insuffic ien t w arm  clo th ing, 
they are never through w ith  suf­
ferings, cold and hunger. Yester-

among the miner's. To po rtra y  the 
horrors o f the unemployment among 
the I ll in o is  m iners needs someone 
w ith  a Dantesque im agination. And 
now th a t the sum m er months are 
almost upon us, the economic s it­
ua tion  th roughou t the state is 
grow ing worse, w ith  fac tories  and 
coal mines closing down. More 
and more workers are forced to  
organize in  order to get th e ir  re­
lie f  from  the state. T h a t is w hy 
the state officials m obilized the 
armed forces o f the whole state to  
combat and crush the Hunger 
March. B u t despite the re ign of 
te rro r  th a t was le t loose against 
the unemployed workers, the w o rk ­
ers responded in  great masses to 
the call of the Unemployed Coun­
c ils  fo r  the M arch on Springfield. 
In  many loca lities many hundreds 
gathered and w aited to go to  
Springfield, but, were unable to  
s ta rt because of the lack o f trans­
porta tion .

A fte r  the Hunger M arch was 
smashed and the various columns 
o f the M archers were forced to 
tu rn  back to  th e ir  home towns, 
the Governor1 issued a statem ent 
tha t he would a llow  an audience to 
a committee o f tw en ty, picked by 
the H unger Marchers. A fte r  the 
Governor had p u t on a re ign o f 
te rro r the lik e  o f w h ich  has never 
before been attem pted in  the state 
o f I llin o is , th is  gesture was no th­
ing  more n o t less than  a Cornish 
hug and a p o lit ic a l snare.

The L e ft Opposition warned the 
state com m ittee in  advance th a t 
th is  maneuver on the p a rt of the 
Governor was no th ing  more than 
p o litica l ch icanery and th a t to  go 
before the Governor w ith  a com­
m ittee o f tw en ty  w ou ld  not on ly 
be cap itu la tin g  to him , but, also, 
a betrayal in  the eyes o f the thou­
sands o f unemployed workers who 
took p a rt in  the H unger M arch, 
and th a t the correct revo lu tiona ry

th is  s tr ike  by fo rc in g  th e ir  men to  
go and do a day’s w o rk  in  th a t 
shop, „ fo rc in g  the men to scab. 
W hile  the leader's o f the union 
have shown by th e ir  action  tha t 
they fa i l  to  under'stand the ele­
m entary du ty o f u n itin g  the w o rk ­
ers in  the en tire  trade. I t  seems 
they fa i l  to  understand th a t un­
ions are economic organizations 
a im ing to  be tte r the liv in g  stand­
ards o f the workers and th a t in ­
d u s tria l unions are necessary to  
achieve the so lid a rity  o f a l l the 
workers.

N ot to have th is  knowledge means 
no t to  have the s ligh tes t concep­
tio n  o f in d u s tr ia l unionism  and 
class so lida rity . O ur un ion must' 
re ject th is  A. F. o f L  po licy o* 
c ra ft un ionism  w h ich  has divided 
the workers. We m ust organize 
the worker's in to  genuinely broad 
in d u s tr ia l unions w h ich  w i l l  em­
brace the whole fu rn itu re  in dus try  
and which - w i l l  abolish a l l trade 
and c ra f t  d istinctions. The w o rk­
ers w i l l  then become more educated 
and be tte r equipped to accomplish 
the necessary tasks.

We m ust have a very  c r it ic a l a t­
t itu d e  towards the .conservatives in  
our un ion who run  fro m  th e ir  p r in ­
ciples and trave l fro m  blunder to 
blunder, para lyz ing and compromis­
in g  the un ion in  such a manner' as 
to  cause to  membership to  hang 
in  shame every tim e its  name is 
mentioned.

I t  is  no t enough to get up and 
bellow  a t the top o f the lungs 
about Thiez, the organizer o f Local 
76 o f the A. F. o f L., who is  dis­
couraging the w orkers  in  th e ir  
figh t against wage cuts and la y ­
o ffs  and in  the same breath, out o f 
the side o f the  mouth, defeat a 
m otion w h ich  would prove to  the 
en tire  trade beyond a doubt th a t

day came— a ra re  event— a le tte r 
fro m  V . : ‘They w ant to get us by 
hunger. We w i l l  not do penance. 
We are rig h t. We w i l l  die of hun­
ger, b u t we w i l l  no t do penance.’

“ We make collections, bu t i t  is 
very r is k y  here; to  help the Op­
positionists w ith  a ehervonetz 
means to fa l l  in to  the lis ts  o f en­
emies, and to be deported. And 
money does no good, since, in  the 
places o f deportation, i t  is impos­
sible to  buy anyth ing  and from  
here we can send p ra c tica lly  no th­
ing. We need Torgsin  coupons, we 
need fore ign exchange.

“ Do w hatever you can abroad. 
Undertake a camj>aign fo r the bene­
f it  o f the deported Oppositionists. 
The question is one o f the physical 
destruction o f ou r com rades: s in­
cere and devoted revolutionists. 
M any o f them have proved fo r  de­
cades th e ir fid e lity  to the devolu­
tion, to Bolshevism, to  the Soviet 
S tate.”

in  appealing to you fo r  help, I  
am fu lf il l in g  an elem entary du ty 
tow ard my friends, my companions 
in  ideas and in arms. I  hope th a t 
you w i l l  accomplish your du ty  to ­
w ard  the fighters o f the October 
Revolution. Modest ¡is the help of 
each one may be, we m ust make 
sure o f it ,  fo r  the need brooks no 
delay.

Subscriptions can be sent to the 
fo llow ing  address:
S ID N E Y  HOOK, T reasurer o f the 

Am erican Committee,
234 L inco ln  Place, B rooklyn , N. Y.

An accounting fo r the sums re­
ceived and fo r  th e ir d is tr ib u tio n  
w il l  e ithe r be published in  the 
press o r sent pe riod ica lly  to a ll the 
subscribers.

S igned: :

L. TRO TSKY.
Chairm an o f the Commission 

fo r He lp to the Im prisoned and 
Deported Bolsheviks (L e ft  

O pposition).

po licy under the circumstances 
would be to  boycott the Governor. 
In  line  w ith  th is  po licy the Hunger 
March F rac tion  o f the Communist 
League o f Am erica (L e ft  Opposi­
t io n ) and the Spartacus Youth 
C lub issued a statement. The state­
ment was then shown to several o f 
the Hunger M archers and the re­
su lt was th a t they im m ediate ly saw 
th a t our po licy and statem ent was 
correct and refused to go to see 
the Governor. B u t, o f course, the 
S ta lin is t bureaucrats, had on ly one 
p o litica l tac tic—handed down to 
tlliem from  above. W hen i t  was 
smashed by the enemy they were 
le ft in  a quagmire and could not 
see through the tra p  la id  fo r1 them 
by the Governor. So when the 
committee appeared before the 
Governor, he cu ttin g ly  chided the 
committee fo r organ iz ing the whole 
demonstration. A nd  so, again, i f  
the S ta lin is ts  had accepted the cor­
rect po licy o f the L e f t  Opposition 
the movement could have been 
ahead, a t least, a few  steps

— JO SEPH ANGELO.

S TA TE M E N T  OF T H E  COM M UN­
IS T  LE A G U E  OF A M E R IC A  (L e ft  

O pposition) ON T H E  H U N G E R  
M A R C H  TO S P R IN G F IE L D ,
Governor H orne r has inv ited  a 

committee o f tw en ty  representa­
tives o f the Hunger M arch (S ta te) 
to Springfie ld to  consult w ith  h im  
a t 4 P M. on A p r il 7, 1933. Bearing 
in  m ind the events w h ich preceded 
th is  in v ita tio n , we have decided to 
em phatica lly boycott th is  “ lib e ra l”  
offer of the Governor and to issue 
th is  statem ent to  the worker's o f 
the State o f I l l in o is :

The, Governor, a fte r  v io la tin g  the 
righ ts  o f the w orkers by sum bit- 
t ir ig  them to te rro r and attack, has 
iro n ic a lly  requested a m eeting w ith  
h im se lf and the delegates o f the 
Hunger March, which is, in  es­
sence, a request fo r  the pa rtic ip -

the F u rn itu re  W orkers In d u s tr ia l 
Union is a genuine in d u s tria l un ion 
and th a t its  princip les are not 
w r itte n  oil ro lls  o f tissue paper 
which can be to rn  off w lienever 
necessary.

In  times o f strikes, hours count. 
The membership m ust ob lige the 
leadership o f the union to change 
its  policy w ith  regard to th is  s trike  
im m ediate ly.

The on ly  way to ra l ly  the fu rn i­
tu re  workers around the banner o f 
the In d u s tr ia l Union is to show 
them  th a t the union is  w illin g  to 
take up the figh t o f the workers in  
any section o f the industry . Th is 
shop w h ich  was once contro lled by 
the A. F. o f L. (and is s t i l l  con­
sidered such, a lthough the workers 
have no t paid dues to i t  fo r  about 
a yea r), has asked fo r  the leader­
ship o f the In d u s tr ia l Union and 
has thereby shown th a t i t  is 
th rough w ith  the sell-out po licy of 
the A. F. o f L., th a t i t  w i l l  no long­
er stand fo r passive resistance to 
boss te rro r displayed by the A. F. 
o f L . We m ust im m edia te ly come 
to  th e ir  aid, show them  th a t we 
are the on ly ones who rea lly  take 
an in te rs t in  them, and ar'e w illin g  
to  give them  the correct leadership 
in  th e ir  s trugg le  against the boss. 
O ther shops w i l l  fo llow . We m ust 
be on the job to  lead the way.

The m ilita n t elements in  the un­
ion w i l l  figh t to  w ipe ou t every 
vestige o f A . F. o f L .ism  th a t has 
seeped in to  the In d u s tr ia l Union, 
and pu t in  its  stead s o lid a r ity  o f 
¡ il l the workers.

L e t us open the gates to the o r­
ganization o f a l l the fu rn itu re  
w orkers in to  the ranks o f the F. 
W . I.  U. Now is the tim e.

— SOL L A N K IN .

L . GREEN

A  Disastrous Policy In the Furniture Workers Union

Illinois Hunger March Smashed
(Continued from  Page 1)

ants o f the m arch to  sheepishly 
bow to the ty ranny , cons titu tiona l 
vio lations, and te rro r o f the State 
officialdom.

Before in v it in g  th is  delegation to  
the Capito l, H o rne r had ordered 
liis  armed forces to te rro rize  the 
Hunger M archers break up a ll 
meetings and gatherings o f the un­
employed ; stop a l l  columns of 
marchers com ing to  Springfield by 
tea r gas bombs, clubs, and m ar­
t ia l law . A ctive  leaders o f the 
marchers have been arrested in  a l l  
parts o f the State. A rm ed guards 
pa tro l a ll roads lead ing in to  Spring- 
field. The A p r il 6, Springfie ld meet­
ing  was broken up and the A p r i l 7, 
dem onstration p roh ib ited  by the 
¡i rmed forces o f the Governor.

The s tr ik in g  m iners of I ll in o is  
have been te rro rized  by the state 
police and company gunmen. The 
m iners o f the 1J. M. A. have fough t 
the combined guards o f H orner, 
l ’eabody, Lew is and Robinson th ru  
mass pressure and have organized 
th e ir  union. Today the m iners and 
workers o f I ll in o is  in tend to  use 
mass pressure to obta in  im m ediate 
re lie f and o ther demands as lis ted  
in  the program  o f the Hunger 
March.

The bosses and th e ir  Governor 
fear tho mass pressure of the 
workers and are doing everyth ing 
possible to stop it .  The Governor 
fears the mass pressure o f the un­
employed workers and has resorted 
to b ru te  force w h ich  succeeded in  
smashing the M arch. Governor 
Horner, office boy fo r  the Peabody 
Goal Go. and other' cap ita lis ts, w il l 
“ a llo w " us to  send a lobby-com­
m ittee of 20 to  present our de­
mands. .Sncli a gesture can serve 
on ly to separate the leaders from  
the masses. The bosses and th e ir  
Governor “ urge”  the workers to 
stay home and to  send a com m ittee 
in place o f masses of unemployed, 
Such a com m ittee w ith o u t the 
workers, he w i l l  consent to see.

W orkers’ Com m ittee to v is it  the 
Governor, w ith o u t the masses be­
h ind them, or a fte r  the masses 
have been driven out by boss te r­
ro r, have no power. Such a com­
m ittee w i l l  be ujsed by the Gov­
ernor to foo l the workers, n o tw ith ­
standing the in tentions o f the com­
m ittee. O n ly the mass pressure 
of the workers can be of value in  
figh ting  the bosses. Just to  the 
degree o f mass pressure exerted by 
our class, precisely to th a t degree 
w il l  the cap ita lis ts  and th e ir  gov­
ernment apparatus g ra n t us our 
im m ediate demands.

W o rk e rs ! Do no t le t the te rro r­
ism o f t lie  bosses stop us in  our 
s trugg le fo r  ou r demands. /We 
m ust re tu rn  to  our cities, to  our 
unemployed councils, to our w ork­
ers’ organizations to increase the 
a c tiv ity , to insure and to prepare 
fo r  the exertion of mass pressure 
th a t w i l l  be pow erfu l enough to 
smash the te rro r of the bosses and 
th e ir government, as in s titu ted  in  
the state o f I llin o is .

H o rne r’s te rro rism  against the 
workers, employed and unemploy­
ed, is the prelude to  a period o f 
increased te rro r against the s tr ike  
o f the I ll in o is  m iners under the 
leadership o f the P. M. A . as w e ll 
as new attacks against the unem­
ployed.

We ca ll upon a ll workers in  the 
state o f I l l in o is  to continue and 
proceed w ith  increased a c tiv ity  to  
b ring  about the mass pressure nec­
essary to break th is  new offensive. 
A  un ited fro n t o f a l l trade union, 
unemployed and labo r organiza­
tions is an absolute prerequis ite to  
the accomplishment, o f th is  task. 
We ca ll uiKin you to dem and:

1. F o r im m ediate re lie f fo r  a l l 
unemployed. ($5.00 fo r  single 
workers, $7.50 fo r  fam ilies o f two, 
etc.)

2. Unem ploym ent insurance a t 
the expense o f the employers and 
the state.

3. The six-hour day— five day 
week, w ith  no reduction in  pay.

4. Ixm g term  credits to  and re ­
cognition o f  the .Soviet Union.

5. Rescinding o f m a rtia l law  
and w ith d ra w a l o f a ll troops from  
the coal areas. Repeal o f the c r i­
m ina l synd ica list law .

6. No d iscrim ina tion  against 
negroes and s trike rs . F o r the r ig h t 
to picket, dem onstrate and organ­
ize. F o r tho r ig h t o f workers to 
the highways.

7. F o r t lie  im m ediate and un­
conditiona l release o f a l l leaders o f 
the Hunger March arrested in  tlie  
struggle.

Hunger M arch Fraction ,
Communist League o f Am erica 

Spartacus Youth Club

Neumann Is New Leader
Unser W ort, the illeg a l paper o f 

the German L e ft Opposition, re­
ports in  its  second issue:

The S ta lin is ts  have already 
found a scapegoat fo r  th e ir  la test 
p o lit ic a l crime. E rn s t Thaelm ann 
has been deprived o f h is func tion  
on the grounds o f “ im proper con­
duct”  a n d . . . .h is  successor bears 
the name of none o th e r than Heinz 
Neumann!

H a lf  a year ago Heinz Neumann 
was discarded fo r  “ b ig  theoretica l 
m istakes” . Neumann’s confusion- 
ism was on ly  d iffe ren t in  its  ¡shad­
in g  from  th a t o f Thaelmann. In  
the fac tio na l struggle th a t ensued, 
Thaelm ann came ou t on top, Neu­
mann went to  Moscow to repent, 
recognized a l l h is m istakes and 
¡conceded Thaelm ann’s correctness 
on a ll questions. “ A n im p o rtan t 
chapter o f strugg le had been con­
cluded on the ideo log ica l f ro n t” .

Now Thaelm ann has suffered 
shipwreck and— holcus polcus— the 
“ d is rup te r”  o f yesterday has be­
come the “ h is to rica l leader”  o f to ­
day. B u t the patron, o f the “ theo­
re tic ian  Sauerland” , the irrespon­
sible careeris t o f the Canton in ­
surrection, is  no t one w h it  be tte r 
than Thaelmann.

F ortuna te ly , the S ta lin is ts  have 
lost every shred of a u th o rity  among 
the advanced workers in  Germany. 
The workers are tu rn ijig  tow ard 
revo lu tiona ry  M arxism , w h ich  the 
Left, O pposition alone embodied 
and represents.

Voices from Germany
The Condition of the Party A fter the Fascist V ictory

(W e publish below extracts from  
leaflets o r correspondence from  
Germany. Everyone w i l l  understand 
th a t we have had to  change the 
names. B u t a l l the notes we pub­
lish  below are taken e ith e r fro m  i l ­
legal leaflets or jo u rna ls  published 
by the Opposition, o r from  letters. 
E very  fa c t reported is s tr ic t ly  ex­
act. F rom  th is  is ou tlined  a trag ic , 
bu t true  p ic tu re . W hat the prole­
ta r ia t  needs above a ll in  these t r y ­
in g  days is the tru th , and not 
bragaddoecio o f bankrupt bureau­
crats. A f te r  having seen th ings as 
they are, every p ro le ta rian  w i l l  the 
bette r be able to  know  w ha t is to 
be done: to  f ig h t tenaciously fo r  
the tr ium p h  o f the ideas o f the 
L e ft Opposition.— Ed.)

*  *  *  *

FROM TH E  BER LIN  
D IS TR IC T  (Mat^clt 1»)

F or several days we have been 
asking a ll the pa rty  comrades: 
“ How do you estim ate the s itua tion  
and the perspectives of the s trug ­
gle against Fascism?”  I  have seen 
dozens o f workers. A  categorical 
and unanimous opin ion was the re ­
su lt. The conclusive v ic to ry  of 
H it le r  is  generally estimated as as­
sured and inevitable .

“ As an organ ization, the pa rty  
scarcely exists any longer. A fte r 
the loss of the lega l apparatus of 
propaganda and o f the bureaucratic 
apparatus, i t  has scattered lik e  
ashes. Social democrats and trade 
unions are powerless. Mass resist­
ance is impossible. Scattered and 
not very s ign ificant actions in  the 
best case; in  case o f an a ttem pt a t 
b a ttle : decapitation.”

A  num ber o f every lamentable 
concrete examples are given of 
t lie  state o f the p a rty  organiza­
tion . In  the la rge centers o f the 
Rhine, the pa rty  has not had any 
meetings of the nucle i since Janu­
ary  30. Meetings o f 60 fun c tio n a r­
ies are called ou t o f whom 5 came 
together a t one tim e and 17 a t an­
other. No leafle t has been issued 
by the pa rty , a t Cologne for' ex­
ample.

Since the p ro h ib itio n  o f the 
press, the apparatus has vanished 
in th in  a ir, w ith o u t leaving behind 
any instructions. In  the Cologne 
d is tr ic t (3,000,000 in h a b ita n ts ), the 
Communist p a rty  has had 14,000 
members fo r  years. O fficial figures 
show th a t in  1932 there were 13,868 
new members and 1)3,174 dropp ing 
out, th a t is a fluc tua tion  o f  about 
100 percent. T h is  is cha racteris tic  
fo r  a whole number o f d is tric ts . 
One o f the p rin c ip a l leaders was a 
member o f the N azi p a rty  fo r  nine 
years and partic ipa ted in  the Fasc­
is t putsch in  B ava ria  in  1923!

’The Youth  (400 members) could­
n ’t  even get ,together a general 
m eeting : nobody came. A ll th is  is 
sym ptom atic and tru e  to  d iffe ren t 
degrees in  a l l the  d is tric ts , espe­
c ia lly  in  B e rlin .

Since the occupation of the 
L iebknecht House, isolated groups 
are th in k in g  o f  self-defense, but, 
abandoned by the leadership, w ith ­
out plan, and on ly by in d iv id u a l 
methods.
FROM TH E  PALATINATE

Here, a la rge num ber o f p a rty  
members consider th a t the re  is 
no th ing m o re . to  look fo rw a rd  to 
fro m  the pa rty , and th a t on ly  the 
trade unions can save the s itu a ­
tion  by tak in g  the in it ia t iv e  in  the 
struggle. Complete jiass iv ity . A
comrade from  I I ...........reports th a t
a nucleus ( ty p ic a l)  has lost 41 out 
o f its  44 members in  t lie  last few  
months.

In  S ..........., before the elections,
there were m any p a rty  members 
who had the po in t o f v ie w : “ F irs t 
Fascism and then we come.”  The 
pressure of Fascism w i l l  lead to the 
fo rm ation  o f a broad un ited fro n t 
from  below. M eanwhile, no gener­
a l s trike , no fig h tin g  cartels, bu t 
the fo rm a tio n  o f pa rtisan  troops 
to  d isarm  and “ liqu ida te ”  the 
storm  troops. I t  should be said 
th a t the Fascist storm  troops were 
weak in  th is  d is tr ic t. T w o days 
before the bu rn ing o f the Reich­
stag, the In te rn a tio n a l Red A id  o r­
ganized a m eeting where tlie  speak­
e r spgke fo r  tw o hours against the 
“ m ain enemy” — social Fascism—  
w ith o u t m ention ing a word about 
H itle r.

In  M ............  the in it ia t iv e  in  the
partisan struggles proceeds more 
from  the members o f the Reiclis- 
b iinner than from  the Communist 
p a rty— w h ich  is w a itin g  fo r  in ­
s tructions which do no t come.

11 is th is  state o f the p a rty  which 
is m aking a deep impression upon 
the comrades and is m aking them 
draw  the fo llo w in g  conc lus ion : 
S ta lin ism  has ideo log ica lly shat­
tered the pro le ta rian  van gu a rd : i t  
has thus de livered the p ro le ta r ia t 
to  the Fascist executioners whose 
v ic to ry  is  assured in  advance. 
FROM TH E  BRANDENBURG  
D IS TR IC T  (Berlin)

In  the in te lle c tua l and leading 
centers o f the social democracy is 
to  be obscerved a s p ir it  o f  fea r- 
s tricken cap itu la tion . The p roh i­
b itio n  o f  the Reichslianner in  
T hu ring ia  took place w ith o u t the 
s lightest protest. In  Le ipzig, the 
leaders c la im  th a t they are pre­
pared to defend th e ir  ow n against 
the storm  troops i f  they a ttack  as 
Nazi bands and no t as police!

In  B e rlin , the te r ro r  has sha t­
tered— is i t  on ly  fo r  the tim e  be­
ing?— the pa rty . In  spite o f the 
attem pt to  live  on the basis of 
“ groups o f five” , no t a singe le a f­
le t, no ins tructions come to  these 
groups. A n  in s tru c to r w ho came 
to speak exclusive ly an organiza­
tion a l questions, is in terrogated : 
"W h a t have you to  say about the 
po litica l s itua tion?”  H e rep lies: 
“ Do no t ta lk  to me about it ,  we 
ourselves don’t  know  where we 
s ta n d !”  I t  is the in te n tio n  to  
preserve on ly an organ ization o f 
restric ted  cadres, exc lud ing the 
m a jo rity  o f the members.

The discouragement is  g re a t: 
comrades no longer even dare to

th in g  o f physica l self-defense. In  
C lia rlo ttenburg , the storm  troops 
make exped itions; they beat up 
and k i l l  active Communists, open­
ly , in  the streets, before the eyes 
of other comrades who are p a rt o f 
the defense organ izations bu t who 
look on a t these acts o f te rro r  w ith ­
ou t budging. They are beginning 
to  apply (the I ta lia n  m ethod o f 
castor o i l ; w orkers are m artyred , 
are “ k il le d  in  f lig h t” . The te rro r  
is beginning in  the fac to rie s ; fo r 
the tim e being— the workers rem ain 
motionless.
ON T H E  T R A D E  U N IO N  POEIGY 
O F T H E  P A R TY

(F rom  a c irc u la r of the L e ft Op- 
positon in  Saxony towards the end 
o f February.)

H it le r  is  chancellor. We are be­
fo re  the general a tack against the 
w ork ing  class. Soon the Commun­
is t  p a rty  its e lf w i l l  be dissolved 
and w ith  i t  a l l the workers? o r­
ganizations. More than ever, the 
im m ediate creation o f an Opposi­
tion  L e f t  w ing  inside the trade un­
ions, the re-entry o f the Red Trade 
Union O rgan iza tion  in to  the free  
trade unions, presents its e lf as a
question of p rim e im portance-----
Before the 12th Plenum, the  pa rty  
demanded the presentation a t a l l 
costs o f Red lis ts  fo r  the elections 
to the fac to ry  councils. The most 
aetve comrades, forced to present 
Red lis ts  in  the fac to ries  and to 
ca rry  ou t th is  jK ilicy o f the It.  T. 
U. O. in  the re fo rm is t federations, 
were kicked ou t by the hundreds, 
and lost the leadershixi o f the op­
position in  the trade unhui federa­
tions, and in  pa rt, lo s t even the 
slightest contact w ith  the members 
of the re fo rm is t trade unions. T h is  
line has led to the iso la tion  o f ou r 
p a rty  from  the organized masses 
and has de livered them, bound 
hand and foot, to the re fo rm is t 
bu reaucracy .. .  .The p a rty  m ust 
dissolve the independent federa­
tions and lead the R. T . U. O. to ­
wards an opposition w ith in  the 
trade unions.

*  *  *

(The fo llow ing  le tte r was sene to 
us by a sym pathizer. I t  pa in ts, in  
liv in g  termis, the heroic s trugg le 
o f the German p ro le ta r ia t against 
the Fascist bands and H it le r ’« 
po lice.)

Ham burg— -We had ju s t finished 
ou r d inner when young X  w ho had 
gone to h is room, came back ru n ­
n in g : “ L is ten  to  the m achine guns, 
there is  some shooting a t  Roten- 
b u rg ! T h a t’s i t ,  i t ’s the revo lu ­
tion .”  We ru n  to  the w indow. 
There is a f r ig h t fu l massacre. We 
witness a h o rr ify in g  ba ttle . Some 
neighbors are a ll aroused against 
the Communists. “ They are going 
to seize som eth ing” , etc.

The shots grow  ra re r. I  go out. 
I  run. Soon I  detect search ligh ts 
in  the sky. I  m arch in  th a t d irec­
tion . There are w orkers hastening 
there too. A f te r  about a qu a rte r 
o f an ho u r’s w a lk  I  reached the 
Commupist d is tr ic t, Rotenburg. 
Cops everywhere in  squads. In  one 
corner is  a crowd o f w orkers and 
cops. I  keep on w a lk in g . A l l  o f 
a sudden: “ Hands u p !”  I  kept 
r ig h t on. A t  the next co rn e r: 
“ Clear the  s treets! Stop o r we 
shoot! !”

The jieople crow d in to  the door­
ways, l  along w ith  them. A fte r  
about five m inutes, we go ou t 
again. T liijs  is  the place o f the 
tragedy. The search ligh ts sc ru tin ­
ize every w indow, every door, the 
roofs, the sidewalks. The moment 
we stop, a ray o f l ig h t b linds ou r 
eyes. The cojjs in  helm ets keep 
the crowds m oving w ith  n igh ts ticks  
and revolvers in  hand. Some among 
them  are c a rry in g  a k in d  o f sub­
machine gun,

I  c ircu la te  among the workers, 
discuss w ith  them, observe every­
th in g  th a t is go ing on. A  troop  o f 
150 Nazis is m arch ing in to  the 
Red quarte r (as they have been do­
ing  fo r  more than a w eek), the 
workers shoot a t them  fro m ' the 
wiudovys and fro m  the roo f-tops; 
d ie  N azis re tu rn  the shots, the 
police w ith  them. T h is  m orning, 
the same th in g  in  Barm beck.

To come back to  the  o rig in a l sub­
ject. F irs t  o f a ll, the social dem­
ocra tic leaders do no t w a n t any 
alliances. The Communists, beaten 
down and pursued, adopted the tac­
tic  o f m ix in g  w ith  every socia lis t 
dem onstration. Sunday, the socia l­
is t leaders, find ing  th a t Commun­
is ts  were p a rtic ip a tin g  in  g reat 
number in  th e ir march, had them 
d riv e ji out by the police. M any so­
c ia lis t w orkers protested. T h a t 
same n ig h t the  socia l dem ocratic 
papers published a c irc u la r o f the 
Com m unist CEC recommending to 
the functionaries to  m ix  w ith  the 
socia list masses fo r  the  purpose o f 
causing d isorder and to  force the 
socia list leaders to  ca ll the police 
against the Com m unist w o rker*. 
Weis is  basing himjself upon th la  
document in  h is re jec tion  o f the 
un ited  fro n t.

F in a lly , the next day a t 9 :30 P. 
M., the d ram atic  m om ent: The 
Reichstag is bu rn ing. The press 
denounces the Communists and 
published so-called documents th a t 
were supposed to be found in  the 
K a r l L iebknecht House. There
are a rre s ts___
M arch 1, 1933

Communism  and 
Syndicalism

by
LE O N  TR O TS K Y  

Some fundam ental considera­
tions on the re la tio n  o f the pa rty  
to the trade  un ion movement 
w ith  p a rtic u la r reference to  the 
experiences o f the French labor 
movement. . . .  . 1 5  cento
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For the United Front of Defense Against Hitlerism
(Continued fro m  la s t issue)

The un ited fro n t m ust have its  
organs. There is  no need of im ag­
in ing  w hat these m ay be: the s it ­
ua tion its e lf  is  d ic ta ting  the nature 
o f these organs. In  many lo c a lit­
ies, the workers have already sug­
gested the fo rm  o f organization, o f 
t lie  un ited f ro n t a fte r the manner 
o f defense carte ls basing them ­
selves on a ll the loca l p ro le ta rian  
organizations and establishments. 
T h is  is an in it ia t iv e  w h ich  m ust 
be grasped, deepened, consolidated, 
extended to  cover the in d u s tr ia l 
centers w ith  cartels, by lin k in g  
them up w ith  each o ther and by 
preparing a Cennan w orkers ’ con­
gress o f defense.

The fac t th a t the unemployed 
and the employed w orkers are be­
coming increeasingly estranged 
from  each other bears w ith in  its e lf  
a deadly danger, no t o idy to  the 
collective agreements bu t also fo r 
the trade un ions wt.ihout there 
even being any need o f a Fascist 
crusade. The un ited fro n t between 
social democrats and Communists 
means before a ll the utdted fro n t 
o f the employed and unemployed 
workers. W ithou t tha t, any seri­
ous strugg le in Cermany is quite 
unth inkab le.

The lied Trade Union OpiHxsition 
( R. G. O.) must enter in to  the 
free trade unions as a Communist 
frac tion . T h a t is one o f the p rin - 
ci[>al .conditions o f the success of 
the united fron t. The Communists 
w ith in  the trade unions m ust enjoy 
the rig h ts  of w orkers ’ democracy 
and in the lirst. place, the r ig h t of 
fu l l  freedom o f c ritic ism . On the ir1 
part, they m ust res{>ect tin t statutes 
o f the trades unions and th e ir  dis­
c ip line.

The defense against Fascism is 
not an iso lated th ing . Fascism is 
on ly a cudgel in  the hands of f in ­
ance cap ita l. The aim  o f the crush­
ing  of p ro le ta rian  democracy is to 
raise the ra te  of exp lo ita tion  o f 
labor power. There lies an immense 
fie ld  fo r ’ the un ited  fro n t o f the 
p ro le ta r ia t: the strugg le fo r  the 
da ily  bread, extended and sharp­
ened, leads d ire c tly  under present 
cond itions to  the s trugg le  fo r  the 
workers’ control of production.

The factories, the mines, the 
large estates fu l f i l l  th e ir  social 
functions thanks only- to  the labor 
o f the workers. Can i t  be th a t the 
la tte r  have not the r ig h t  to  know 
where the owner is d irec tin g  the 
establishment, w hy he is reducing 
production and d r iv in g  out the 
workers, how he is fix in g  prices, 
etc.? We w i l l  be answered: “ Com­
m erc ia l secrets.”  W hat are com 
m ercia l secrets? A  p lo t o f the cap­
ita lis ts  against the workers and 
the people as a whole. Producers 
and consumers, the workers, in  
th is  tw o-fo ld  capacity, m ust con­
quer1 the r ig h t to contro l a ll the 
operations o f th e ir  establishments, 
unmask fraud  and deceit in  order 
to  defend th e ir  in te rs ts  and the 
in te rests o f the people as a whole, 
fac ts  and figures in  hand. The 
strugg le  fo r  w orkers ’ con tro l o f 
production can and should become 
the slogan o f the un ited fro n t.

On the ground of organization, 
the form s necessary fo r  the coop­
era tion  between social democratic 
workers and Com m unist w orkers 
w i l l  be found w ith o u t d iff ic u lty : i t  
is on ly necessary to pass over from  
words to  deeds.
TH E  IR R EC O N CnA BLE CHAR­
ACTER OF TH E  SOCIAL 
DEMOCRATIC AND TH E  
COMMUNIST PARTIES

Now, i f  the common defense 
against the a ttack  o f cap ita l is 
possible, can we no t go s t i l l  fa r ­
the r and fo rm  a genuine bloc of 
the tw o parties on a ll the ques­
tions? Then the polem ic between 
the tw o  w ould take on an in te rna l, 
pacific am i co rd ia l character. Cer­
ta in  L e ft soc ia l democrats, o f the 
type of Seydewitz, as is known, 
even go so fa r  as to dream o f a 
complete union o f the social dem­
ocracy and the Communist party . 
B u t a ll th is  is nevertheless a vain 
dream ! W hat separates the Com­
m unists from  the social democracy 
are antagonisms on fundam ental 
questions. T lie  sim plest way of 
tra n s la tin g  the essence o f th e ir 
disagreements is th is :  the social 
democracy considers itself the dem­
ocratic doctor of capitalism; wo 
are its revolutionary grave-diggers.

The irreconc ilab le  character of 
the tw o  parties appears w ith  par­
t ic u la r clearness in  the lig h t o f 
the recent evo lu tion o f Germany. 
Le ipur't laments th a t in  ca lling  
H it le r  to power the bourgeois 
classes have d isrup ted the “ in te ­
g ra tion  o f the workers in to  the 
State”  and he warns the bourge­
oisie against the “ dangers”  flow ing 
fro m  i t  (V orw aerts , February  15, 
1033) Le i pa rt thus makes h im se lf 
the watchdog o f the bourgeois 
state by desiring  to  preserve i t  
from  the pro le ta rian  revo lu tion. 
Can we even dream o f un ion w ith  
Le i part?

Th^. V orw aerts  prides its e lf  every 
day on the fa c t th a t hundreds o f 
thousands o f social democrats died 
d u rin g  the w a r “ fo r  the idea l o f
a fine r and fre e r Germany” ___ I t
on ly  forgets to exp la in  w hy th is  
fine r Germany turned o u t to  be the 
Germany o f H jitler-Hugenburg. In  
re a lity , the German workers, lik e  
the workers o f the  other be llige r­
ent countries, died as cannon fod­
der, as slaves o f cap ita l. To ideal­
ize th is  fa c t is  to  continue the  
treason o f August 4, 1914.

The V orw aerts  continues to  ap­
peal to  M arx, to Engels, to W il­
helm  Liebkneclit, to  Bebel, who 
fro m  1848 to 1871, spoke o f the 
strugg le fo r  the u n ity  o f the Ger­
man nation. L y in g  appeals! A t 
th a t tim e, i t  was a question of 
com pleting the bourgeois revo lu 
tion . E very  p ro le ta rian  revo lu­
tio n is t had to  figh t against the 
pa rticu la rism  and p rov inc ia lism  in ­
he rited  fro m  feuda lity . E very pro­
letarian revolutionist had to fight

against th is  pa rticu la rism  and 
p rov inc ia lism  in  the name o f the 
creation o f a na tiona l State. A t  
the present tim e, such an ob jec­
tive  is invested w ith  a progressive 
character on ly  in  China, in  Ind o ­
ch ina , in  Ind ia , in  Indonesia and 
other backward co lon ia l and sem i­
colonial countries. F o r the advanc­
ed countries o í Europe, the na­
tiona l fro n tie rs  are exactly  the
same reactionary chains as the
feudal fro n tie rs  were a t one tim e.
Q uite tru e ! B u t these tw in s  have 
become aged, in firm  and have f a l l ­
en in to  sen ility . The nation, lik e  
a ll economy, and democracy, as a 
fo rm  o f the dom ination o f the bour­
geoisie, have been transfo rm ed in to  
fe tte rs  upon the productive forces 
and c iv iliza tio n . L e t us recall 
again Goethe: " A l l  th a t is born is 
doomed to  perish.”

A  few  more m illio n  beings may 
be sacrificed fo r  the “ co rrido r” , 
fo r A lsace-Lorraine, fo r’ Malmedy. 
These disputed b its  o f land may be 
covered w it l i  three, five, ten rows 
of corj)ses. A ll th is  may be called 
na tiona l defense. B u t hum anity 
w i l l  not progress because o f i t ;  
on the con tra ry , i t  w i l l  fa l l  back­
ward in to  barbarism  on a ll fours. 
The way ou t is not in  the “ na­
tiona l lib e ra tio n ”  o f Germany, but 
in  the libe ra tion  o f Europe from  
national barrie rs. I t  is a problem 
which the bourgeoisie cannot re­
solve, any more than the -feudal 
lords in  th e ir  tim e were able to 
pu t an end to  pa rtic ipa tion . Hence 
the coa lition  w ith  the bourgeoisie 
is doubly reprehensible. A  prole­
ta ria n  revo lu tion is necessary. A  
federation of the p ro le ta rian  re­
publics o f Europe and the whole 
w orld  is necessary.

Social pa trio tism  is the program  
of doctors of cap ita lism ; in te rna ­
tiona lism  is the program  o f thé 
grave-diggers of bourgeois society. 
T h is  antagonism is irreducib le.

DEMOCRACY AND 
D ICTATO RSHIP

The social democrats consider 
the dem ocratic constitu tion  to  be 
above the class struggle. F o r us, 
the class strugg le is above the 
democratic constitu tion . Can i t  be 
th a t the experience undergone by 
post-war Germany lias passed w ith ­
ou t leaving a trace, ju s t as the ex­
periences undergone du ring  the 
war? The November revo lu tion  
brought the social democracy to  
power. T lie  social democracy 
spurred tlie  pow erfu l movement o f 
the masses along the road of 
'• r ig h t”  and the “ C onistitu tion” . 
The whole po litica l life  w h ich  fo l­
lowed in  Germany evolved on the 
basis and w ith in  the fram ew ork of 
the W eim ar republic.

The results are a t hand : bour­
geois democracy is transform ed 
lega lly , pacifica lly, in to  a Fascist 
d ic ta torsh ip . The secret is  simple 
enough : bourgeois democracy, ju s t 
as tlie  Fascist d ic ta to rsh ip , are 
tlie  ins trum ents o f one and the  
same class : the exploiters. I t  is 
absolutely impossible to prevent 
the replacement of one ins trum en t 
by the other by appealing to  the 
C onstitution, t lie  Supreme C ourt a t

Leipzig, new elections, e tc .; w ha t 
is necessary is to mobilize the rev­
o lu tiona ry  forces o f the p ro le ta r­
ia t. C onstitu tiona l fe tish ism  brings 
the best a id  to  Fascism. Today 
th is  is no longer a prognostica­
tion , a theoretica l a ffirm ation, bu t 
the liv in g  re a lity . I  ask you, so­
c ia l dem ocratic w o rk e r : I f  the 
W eim ar democracy blazed the t r a i l  
fo r  the Fascist d ic ta torsh ip , how 
is one to expect i t  to blaze the 
t r a i l  fo r  socialism?

— B ut can’t  we social democratic 
workers w in  the m a jo r ity  in  the 
democratic Reichstag?

— T hat you cannot. C apita lism  
has ceased to  develop, i t  is  pu tre ­
fy ing . The num ber of in d u s tr ia l 
workers is no longer grow ing. An 
im portan t section o f the p ro le ta ria t 
is being degraded under con tinua l 
unemployment. B y  themselves, 
these social facts exclude the pos­
s ib ility  o f any' stable and m ethodi­
cal development o f a labor pa rty  
in parliament, as before the w ar. 
B u t even if ,  in  the face of a l l pro- 
lia b ility , the labor representation 
in parliam ent should grow rap id ­
ly, would the bourgeoisie w a it fo r  
a peaceful expropria tion? T lie  gov­
ernm ental m achinery is en tire ly  in 
its  bands! Even a d m ittin g  tha t 
t lie  bourgeoisie a llow s the moment 
to pass and perm its the p ro le ta ria t 
to gain a pa rliam en ta ry  represen­
ta tion  o f fifty-one percent, would­
n ’t  the lte ichswehr, the police, the 
Steel Helmets and t lie  Fascist 
storm  troops disperse th is  p a rlia ­
ment in  the same way th a t the 
cam arilla  today disperses w ith  a 
stroke o f the pen a ll the p a r lia ­
ments w h ich displease it?

—Then, down w ith  the Reichstag 
and elections?

— No, th a t’s not w ha t I  mean. 
We are M arx is ts  and not anarch­
ists. We are supporters of the 
u tiliz a tio n  o f p a rlia m e n t: i t  is  not 
an ins trum en t fo r  trans fo rm ing  
society, bu t a means o f ra lly in g  
the workers. However, in  the' de­
velopment o f the class struggle, a 
moment arrives when i t  is  neces­
sary to  decide the question o f who 
is  to be m aster o f the cou n try : 
finance cap ita l o r the p ro le ta ria t. 
D issertations on the nation and 
on democracy in  general constitute, 
under such conditions, the most im ­
pudent lie . In  our eyes, a sm all 
German m in o rity  is organ iz ing and 
arm ing, so to  speak, h a lf  o f the 
na tion  to crush and strang le  the 
other ha lf. I t  is  not a question 
today o f secondary reforms, bu t o f 
the li fe  o r death o f bourgeois so­
ciety. Never have such questions 
been decided by a vote. W hoever 
appeals today to the parliam ent o r 
to  the Supreme C ourt a t Leipzig, 
is deceiving the workers and in  
practise, is  he lp ing Fascism.

THER E IS  NO OTHER ROAD

— W hat is  to be done under 
such conditions?, m y social dem­
ocra tic  in te rlocu te r w i l l  ask.

— The p ro le ta rian  revo lu tion.
— And then?
— The d ic ta to rsh ip  of the pro le­

ta r ia t.
— As in  Russia? The p riva tions 

and the sacrifices? The complete

s tiflin g  of freedom o f opinion? No, 
not fo r  me.

— I t ’s ju s t because you are not 
disposed to tread the road o f the 
revo lu tion  and the d ic ta to rsh ip  
th a t we are both unable to fo rm  
one single pa rty . B u t nevertheless 
a llow  me to  te ll you th a t your 
ob jection is not w o rthy  o f a con­
scious pro le ta rian . Yes, the p riva ­
tions o f the Russian workers are 
considerable. B u t in  the f irs t  
place, the Russian workers know 
in  the name o f w h a t they are 
m aking these sacrifices. Even i f  
they should undergo a defeat, hu­
m an ity  would have learned a great 
deal from  th e ir experience. Now 
in  the name of w hat d id  the Ger­
man w ork ing  class sacrifice its e lf 
in  the years o f the im p e ria lis t 
war? O r again, in  the years of 
the unemployment? To w ha t do 
these sacrifices lead, w hat do they 
y ie ld, w ha t do they teach? W orthy 
of man are only those sacrifices 
which blaze the tra il to a (tetter 
fu ture . T h a t’s the firs t objection 
l  heard you make. The firs t, but 
not the on ly one.

The sufferings o f t lie  Russian 
workers are considerable because 
in Russia, as a consequence of 
specific h is to rica l factors, was born 
I be firs t pro le ta rian  state which, 
from  an extreme poverty, is ob lig­
ed to  raise its e lf  by its  own 
strength. Don’t forge t th a t Rus­
sia was the most backward conn 
t ry  o f Euriqio. T lie  p ro le ta ria t 
there constituted only a t in y  pa rt 
of tlie  population, in  th is  coun­
try , the d ic ta to rsh ip  of the pro le­
ta r ia t  necessarily had to  assume 
the liar,sliest; forms. Thence the 
consequences which flowed fro m  i t :  
the development of the bureaucracy 
w h ich holds the power and the 
chain of errors com m itted by tlie  
p o lit ic a l leaderslup wiped lias 
fa llen  under the influence o f th is  
bureaucracy. I f  at the end o f 
1918, when the power was com­
p le te ly  in  its  hands, the social 
democracy had entered boldly' upon 
the road to socialism and had con­
cluded an indissoluble a lliance 
w ith  .Soviet Russia, the whole 
h is to ry  o f Europe would have re ­
ceived a d iffe ren t o rien ta tion  and 
hum anity  would have a rrived  at 
socialism in  a much shorter space 
of tim e and w ith  in fin ite ly  less 
sacrifice, i t  is  not our fa u lt  tha t 
th is  did not happen.

Yes, the d ic ta to rsh ip  in  the So­
vie t Union a t the present tim e has 
an extrem ely bureaucratic and dis­
to rted  character. I  have personal­
ly  c ritic ized more than once in  the 
press the present Soviet regime 
which is a d is to rtion  o f the w ork­
ers’ state. Thousands upon thou­
sands of my friends f i l l  the prisons 
and tlie  place o f exile fo r  having 
fought against the S ta lin is t bu­
reaucracy. Now even i f  one judges 
t lie  negative sides o f  the present 
Soviet regime i t  is necessary to 
preserve a correct h is to rica l per­
spective. I f  the German p ro le ta r­
ia t, much more numerous and more 
c iv ilized than the Russian pro le­
ta r ia t, were to take the power to- 
m ororw , th is  would not on ly open 
up intense economic and cu ltu ra l

perspectives but would also lead 
im m ediate ly to a rad ica l attenua­
tion  o f the d ic ta to rsh ip  in  the 
.Soviet Union.

I t  m ust not be thought th a t the 
d ic ta to rsh ip  o f the p ro le ta r ia t is 
necessarily connected w ith  the 
methods of t lie  Red te rro r w h ich  
we had to apply in  Russia. We 
were the pioneers. Covered w ith  
crime, the Russian possessing 
classes did  not believe th a t the 
new regime would last. The bour­
geoisie o f Europe and Am erica sup­
ported the Russian counter-revolu­
tion . Under these conditions, one 
could hold on on ly  a t the cost of 
a te rr if ic  tension o f forces and an 
implacable punishm ent o f our class 
enemies. The v ic to ry  o f the p ro­
le ta r ia t in  Germany would have 
qu ite  a d iffe ren t character. The 
German bourgeoisie, having lost 
the power, would no longer have 
any hope of re tak ing  it .  The a l­
liance o f Soviet Germany w ith  So­
v ie t Russia would m u ltip ly , not 
twofo ld, but tenfo ld, the strength 
o f the two countries. In a ll the 
rest o f Europe, the iK isition of the 
bourgeoisie i ; so compromised th a t 
i t  is noi very likely th a t i t  would 
be able to get its  arm ies to  march 
against jiro le ta ria n  Germany. To 
be sure, the c iv il w a r would lie in ­
ev itab le : fo r  th a t purpose, Fascism 
Is enough. B u t armed w ith  , the 
power', the German pro le ta ria t, 
having behind i t  the Soviet Union, 
would soon bring  about a decom­
position of Fascism by d raw ing  to 
its  side substantia l section« of the 
petty bourgeoisie. The d ic ta to rsh ip  
o f the p ro le ta ria t in  Germany 
would have incom parably more 
cu ltu red than the d ic ta to rsh ip  of 
the p ro le ta ria t in Russia.

— In  th a t case, why the d ic ta ­
torship?

— To ann ih ila te  exp lo ita tion  and 
pa ras itism ; to crush the resistance 
o f the exp lo ite rs ; to  end th e ir  in ­
c lina tion  to  th in k  about a re-es- 
tab lis lim en t o f e x p lo ita tio n ; to put 
a ll the power, a ll the moans of 
production, a l l the resources of 
c iv iliza tio n  in to  the hands o f t lie  
p ro le ta ria t and to  pe rm it i t  to 
u tiliz e  a ll the forces and means in  
the in te rest of the socia list trans­
fo rm a tion  o f society: There Is no 
other road.

TH E GERMAN BOURGEOISIE  
W ILL HAVE TH E  REVOLUTION  
IN  GERMAN AND NOT 
IN  RUSSIAN

— S till,  i f  often happens th a t our 
Communists approach us social 
democrats w ith  th is  th re a t : Just 
w a it, as soon as we w i l l  get in to  
power, we’l l  pu t you up against 
tlie  w a ll.

— Only a hand fu l of imbeciles, 
windbags and braggarts who, as 
sure as fate, w i l l  run  lik e  the 
devil a t the moment of danger, can 
make such threats. A  serious rev­
o lu tion is t, w h ile  acknow ledging the 
inescapab ility  o f revo lu tiona ry  v io­
lence and its  creative function, un­
derstands a t t lie  same tim e tha t 
the app lica tion  o f violence in  the 
socia list transfo rm a tion  o f society 
has well-defined lim its . The Com­
m unists cannot prepare themselves

save by seeking m u tua l understand­
ing and an approach to  the socia l 
dem ocratic workers. The revo lu­
tio n a ry  un an im ity  o f the over­
whelm ing m a jo rity  o f the German 
p ro le ta ria t w i l l  reduce to  a m in ­
im um  the repression w h ich  the 
revo lu tiona ry  d ic ta to rsh ip  w i l l  ex­
ercize. i t  is  no t a question of 
s lav ish ly  copying Soviet Russia, of 
m aking a v ir tu e  o f each o f its  
necessities. T h a t is unw orthy o f 
M arx is ts . To p ro fit by the experi­
ence of the October revo lu tion  does 
no t mean th a t i t  should be copied 
b lind ly . One m ust take in to  ac­
count the difference in  the social 
s truc tu re  o f nations and above a ll 
o f the re la tive  im portance and the 
c u ltu ra l level o f the p ro le ta ria t. 
To believe th a t one can allegedly 
make the soc ia lis t revo lu tion  in  a 
constitu tiona l, peaceful manner, 
w ith  the acquiescence of the Su­
preme C ourt a t Le ipz ig— th a t can 
be done only by incurable P h ilis ­
tines. The German p ro le ta r ia t w i l l  
be unable to pass around the rev­
o lu tion. But in  its  revo lu tion , i t  
w il l speak in  German and no t in  
Rusian. 1 am convinced th a t i t  
w i l l  siieuk much better than we 
did.

WHAT SHALL WE DEFEND?

— Very good, bu t we social dem­
ocrats propose nevertheless to  come 
to power by democracy. You Com­
m unists consider tha t an absurd 
Utopia. In  th a t case, is the un ited 
fro n t o f defense possible? F o r i t  
is necessary to  have a c lear idea 
o f w ha t there is to defend. I f  we 
defend one th in g  and you another, 
we w ill not lead to common actions. 
Do you Communists consent to de­
fend the W eim ar Constitu tion?

— The question is a f it t in g  one 
and I  w i l l  try  to answer i t  candid­
ly. T lie  W eim ar C onstitu tion  re ­
presents a whole system o f in s ti­
tu tions, o f r igh ts  and o f laws. Le t 
us commence from  the top. The 
republic has a t its  head a presi­
dent. Do you consent ,you Com­
munists, to defend H indenburg 
against. Fascism. I  hope th a t the 
need fo r  th a t doesn’t  make its e lf 
fe lt  : H indenburg having called the 
Fascists to power. Then comes the 
government presided over by H i t ­
ler. T h is  government does no t need 
to be defended against Fascism. 
In the th ird  place comes the p a r li­
ament . When these lines appear, 
the fate of the p ro le ta ria t emerg­
ing from  the elections o f M arch 5, 
w i l l  probably have been determ in­
ed. B u t even a t th is  ju n c tu re  one 
can say w ith  ce rtitude  th a t i f  the 
com position o f the Reichstag 
proves to be hostile  to  the govern­
ment ; i f  H it le r  takes i t  in to  his 
head to liqu ida te  the Reichstag and 
i f  the socail democracy shows a 
determ ination to figh t fo r  the la t­
te r, the Communists w i l l  help the 
social democracy w ith  u ll th e ir  
strength.

.We Communists cannot and do 
not w ant to establish the d ic ta to r­
ship o f the p ro le ta r ia t against 
you or w ith o u t you social dem­
ocra tic workers. We w ant to come 
to th is  d ic ta to rsh ip  together w ith  
you. And we regard the common 
defense against Fascism as the firs t

The Mooney United Front—the Negotiations Must Be Conducted Publicly
The th ird  session o f the Con­

gress O rgan iza tion Com m ittee o f 
the New Y ork  U n ited F ro n t Free 
Tom Mooney Conference revealed 
th a t the p a rty  has taken another 
ste ji deeper in to  the opportunism 
swamp. The p a rty  was the dom­
in a tin g  po litica l c u rre n t in  the con­
ference. I t  is in  con tro l o f the 
Congress O rganization Committee. 
I f  the p a rty  seriously means to 
bu ild  a un ited fro n t movement and 
b ring  pressure to  bear on the sum­
m its o f the S. P. and the A. F. of 
L. through th e ir  ranks the organs 
o f the un ited fro n t  are the in s tru ­
ments they m ust use.

The conference represented thou­
sands o f workers. The Congress 
O rgan iza tion Committee has the 
right, and the du ty to  speak in  
the ir name. W h a t it. has to say 
has a certa in  force and can Consti­
tute' a pressure on the S. P. and 
t lie  A. F. o f L. bureaucr'ats and 
misleaders to  remove the barriers 
they have erected across the road 
to the un ited fro n t o f the Mooney 
movement.

B u t the proceedure m ust be open 
and take place before the eyes of 
t lie  en tire  w o rk ing  class. When 
th is  is done tlie  workers o f both 
parties and in  ne ithe r w i l l  see who 
stands in  the way o f u n ity  and 
why. T h is  is the w ay to  teach 
the workers th a t the Communists 
are the spokesmen fo r  the u n ity  
o f the class.

T liis  is not the proceedure the 
pa rty  is fo llow ing . I t  ignores the 
organs o f the un ited fro n t. In  
stead i t  has entered in to  a N egoti­
ations Committee outside o f (the 
un ited fro n t and its  organs w ith  
Muste of the C. P. L . A . and P a l­
m er o f the Federated Press to 
draw  the S. P. and A;. F. of L. 
in to  the movement and the Chic­
ago Congress behind the backs o f 
its  own membership and the w o rk ­
ing class. H a thaw ay’s a rtic le  in  
the D aily Worker o f A p r i l 8 makes 
i t  appear th a t the negotiations are 
tak in g  place openly before the 
eyes o f the w ork ing  class. T h is  is 
false.

The p a rty  has tw o men (names 
unknown) on th is  Negotiations 
Committee. W h a t they do there 
except to com m it the p a rty  to  
these behind-the-scenes maneuvers 
is not clear. Palm er does no t re ­
po rt it .

Acocrd ing to his reports Palm er 
seems to  be doing a l l  the w o rk  o f 
back-door barga in ing. Last S atu r­
day he reported the fo llo w in g : the 
second session o f the Organiza­
tion  Committee voted to  issue an 
open le tte r  to  the S. P. and the 
A . F. o f L. in v it in g  them  to  enter 

the Mooney movement and p a rti-

eipate in  the Chicago Congress, j suggesting th a t a m a jo r ity  of tlie
The le tte r  was no t issued because 
Louis B. Scott, Mooney’s personal 
representative, though t i t  inadvis­
able to issue such a le tte r a t the 
present tim e in  view  o f the stage 
which the negotiations have reach­
ed. instead Scott sent a personal 
le tte r to Ju lius  G erber! Palmer 
objected to  H a thaw ay ’s a rtic le  in  
the D aily Worker o f A p r i l 8 which 
sha rp ly  c ritic ized  the S. P. fo r  its  
sabotage o f the movement and its  
slanders against the Communist 
pa rty  and the Chicago Congress. 
He im plied that; it. m ight have a 
disastrous effect, on the negotia­
tions.

Palm er reported th a t Clarence 
Senior' had to ld  h im  th a t the S. 
I*, was con fe rring  in  Chicago w ith  
the À. C. W., the I .  L. G. W. U. 
and the Chicago Federation o f 
Labor over the question o f p a r t i­
c ipa ting  in  the Chicago Congress. 
Senior said th a t they had come 
to th is  understand ing w ith  the 
Chicago Federation o f La bo r: 
F itz p a tr ic k  agreed th a t i f  F rank  
P. W alsh would state pub lic ly  tha t 
the pa rtic ip a tion  o f the Chicago 
Federation of Labor would help 
the Mooney movement they m ight 
come in. On th is  basis the S. P. 
would also consider the question.

Palm er got to  W alsh. W alsh said 
th a t he had no th ing to  do w ith  
the propaganda and o f the Mooney 
movement. He also said th a t he 
would not ask the Chicago Federa­
tion  o f Labor to pa rtic ipa te  in  the 
Chicago Congress w ith  Communists 
because o f the la tte rs ’ a ttacks in  
the past on Nockel® and F itzppat- 
rick .

So Palm er chased around to 
Noekels. Nockels said th a t the 
Chicago Federation would no t go 
in to  the Congress i f  there was one 
Communist there.

N o th ing  daunted Palm er report­
ed back to Clarence Senior. Senior 
said th a t the S. P. was anxious to 
have the Chicago Federation of 
Labor, the A. C. W . and the I. 
L . G. W . U. pa rtic ip a te  b u t i f  
they refused the S. P. w ou ld  vote 
on the question o f pa rtic ip a tion  
nevertheless.

E a rlie r in  the week Senior had 
w ired  Palm er the cond itions on 
w h ich the S. P. w ou ld  consider the 
question o f pa rtic ip a tion . These 
were two in  number (1 ) the man­
agement Committee fo r  the N a tion­
a l Chicago Congress m ust be com 
posed en tire ly  o f Chicagoans. This, 
said Palmer, was to  insure con tro l 
fo r  the S. P., (2 ) the  Mooney move­
ment m ust drop a ll ta lk  o f a gen­
era l s trike .

T o  these u lt im a tis t conditions

Management Com m ittee should be 
composed of Chicagoans. How  th is  
would avoid g iv ing ' the S. P. con­
tro l 1'a im er did not make clear. 
To the demand fo r the dropping of 
the general s trike  slogan the Nego­
tia tio ns  Committee, w ith  two S ta l­
in is ts  on it ,  rep lied th a t no one, 
inc lud ing Mooney, wanted Mooney’s 
name associated w ith  adventurous 
s tun ts ; the slogan was Hold in  re ­
serve, so to speak, in  case Mooney 
got a raw  deal at his forthcom ing 
t r ia l and was sentenced to  be hang­
ed, and his innocence was apparent 
to a l l—and so on ad nauseam; 
then we could consider a general 
s tr ike !

A ll o f Ib is, Palm er to ld  us, he 
reiMirted to H a thaw ay! And a ll of 
th is  is reiKirted to  the Congress 
O rganization Committee in  the 
contro l of the S ta lin is ts  w h ich 
ro ll's  to accept these reports ! Only 
the L e ft Opposition raises its  voice 
in critic ism . A ga inst ou r sharp 
warnings th a t th is  road leads to  
the swamp, plays in to  the hands of 
the enemies o f the Mooney move­
ment and d iscred its Communism in  
the eyes o f the workers the S ta l­
in is ts  make a un ited fro n t w ith  
Muste and Palm er in  the Com m it­
tee to re ject our c r it ic is m  and pro- 
liosals.

A t th is  session, a t the conclusion 
of Palm er’s report, the L e ft  Op­
position moved th a t the Congress 
O rganization Committee, publish a 
sum m ary o f t lie  negotiations up to 
date. Palm er ru led th a t t lie  mo 
tion  was out o f order fo r  lack of 
a second. He was about to  p ro­
ceed to t lie  next item  on the agenda 
when the m iracle happened. F ive  
delegates go t up, one a fte r an­
other, and spoke fo r  the m otion. 
And i t  c a rr ie d !

We a ttr ib u te  th is  stroke o f good 
fo rtune  to tw o causes. Pa lm er’s 
report was too raw  fo r  Commun­
ists to  swallow . A nd the fro n t 
line  S ta lin is t bureaucrats were not 
present to pu t the seal o f au tho r­
ity  and d iscip line on th is  oppor­
tu n is t brew. Nessin, W in te r’, Bal- 
lam, Moore m ust be m ig h tily  pleas­
ed w ith  the Results o f the Nego­
tia tions Committee and content to 
le t i t  replace the organs o f the 
un ited  f ro n t in  broadening the 
Mooney movement. They did  not 
a ttend the meeting o f the| Con 
gross O rganization Committee!

T he  speakers’ committees o f 
wh ich Nessin is the chairm an re­
ported through one o f its  members 
tha t, among the speakers fo r  the 
Mooney mass meeting wh ich is be­
in g  arranged fo r  A p r i l 27, w i l l  be, 
i f  the committee’s n iv ita tio n  is  ac-

Wise needs no in troduction  to  our 
readers. I l ls  a ttitu d e  tow ard the 
Soviet Union and the w ork ing  class 
movement is w e ll known. I t  is 
sometimes necessary to  su ffe r such 
people in  un ited fron ts— when they 
arc the representatives o f o rgan i­
zations p a rtic ip a ting  in  the un ited 
fro n t. B u t th a t is no t the case 
w ith  Wise. He rexiresents no one 
in  t Ills united fro n t. W hy does 
the pa’r ty  in v ite  h im  to speak? This 
is not t lie  w ay to  bu ild  a un ited 
movement. B u t i t  is the Stalinist, 
opportun ist substitute fo r it .  These 
adventurers th in k  they w ill use 
W ise to foo l t lie  masses in to  be­
liev in g  th a t H a thaw ay and Wise on 
the p la tfo rm  are symbols o f a un i­
ted m ovem ent!

Strenuous objection was made to 
W ise by L in n  o f t lie  1. W. O. and 
the L e ft Opposition. The m otion of 
the L e ft Opposition to re jec t h im  
was defeated. A  motion to re fer 
the m atter back to t lie  speakers’ 
com m ittee carried.

T h a t is how the movement fo r 
Mooney’s release stands now. The 
S. r. continues its  cyn ica l sabot­
age o f the movement w ith  im pun­
ity . A nd the S ta lin is ts  pursue 
th e ir  course deeper in to  the swamp. 
There were some people who 
greeted the p a rty ’s tu rn  fro m  the 
u ltra  Le ftism  o f t lie  un ited fro n t 
from  below w ith  the hope th a t the 
S ta lin is ts  were steering a correct: 
course. They showed l i t t le  under­
standing o f t lie  na ture of bureau­
c ra tic  centrism . The S ta lin is ts  are 
incapable o f pursu ing a correct po l­
icy' consistently. They move e ither 
to  the extreme of u ltra -L e ftism  or

l.o the opposite extreme o f R igh t 
opportunism . T h is  is the d ire c tio n 1 
in  w h ich they are pushing the pa rty  
today*.

T h a t Muste and l ’a lm er would 
engineer such dickers w ith  the S. 
P. as th is  is to be expected. T ha t 
is th e ir  p o lit ic a l m ilieu . B u t tha t 
the Communist p a rty  should be­
come a pa rtn e r to  such a shameful 
business is the special con tribu tion  
to the reperto ire  o f opportunism  of 
S talin ism  -a species o f social re­
form ism  w ith in  the Communist 
movement. F o r people who turned 
over the leadership o f the Chinese 
revo lu tion  to Chiang Kai-Shek, of 
the Eng lish General S trike  to  
I ’u retd 1 and Cook, of the figh t 
against w ar to Holland and Bar'- 
busse i t  is a l i t t le  m a ttte r to  tu rn  
over to a F rank  Palm er and a 
Muste the in it ia t iv e  in  and the 
choice o f method o f b u ild in g  a u n i­
ted fro n t movement to get Mooney 
out of j a i l ! Aga inst them and a ll 
they stand fo r  the L e ft Opposition 
carries on and w i l l  continue to  
wage an irreconcilab le  struggle.

— T. STAM M .

the Negotiations Committee replied cepted, Rabbi Stephen S. Wise.

TO OUR READERS:
We must again beg the indu lg ­

ence of ou r readers fo r  the fa ilu re  
to  publish in  th is  issue a l l the  a r t i­
cles w h ich  were announced last 
week. Once more i t  is  a question 
of pressure o f space w h ich  has 
obliged us to  o m it some o f the 
m ate ria l w h ich we planned to  in ­
clude. We can assure o u r read­
ers th a t the artic les  w i l l  appear 
next week as announced.

Read

V . F. C A L V E R T O N
To

L E O N  T R O T S K Y
(T he  C risis in  Communism) 

in  the A p r il Issue o f the

M O D E R N  M O N T H L Y
N ow  on Sale at Newsstands

step in  th is  sense. Obviously, in  
our eyes, the Reichstag is  no t a 
cap ita l h is to rica l conquest which 
the p ro le ta ria t m ust defend against 
the Fascist vandals. There are 
more valuable things. W ith in  the  
fram ew ork o f bourgeois democracy 
and pa ra lle l to  an incessant s tru g ­
gle against it ,  the elements o f pro­
le ta ria n  democracy have form ed 
themselves in  the course o f many 
decades : po litica l partie^, labo r 
press, trade unions, fa c to ry  com­
mittees, clubs, cooperatives, sports 
societies, etc. The mission of Fasc­
ism is not so much to  complete 
the destruction of bourgeois dem­
ocracy as to  crush the f irs t  out­
lines o f p ro le ta rian  democracy. As 
to our mission, i t  consists in  plac­
ing the elements o f p ro le ta rian  
democracy- already created a t the 
foundation o f the Soviet system o f 
the w orkers ’ state. Towards th is  
end, i t  is necessary to  break the 
husk of bourgeois democracy and 
free from  i t  the kernel o f w orkers’ 
democracy : the re in  lies the essence 
o f the p ro le ta rian  revo lution. Fasc­
ism threatens the v ita l kernel o f 
workers’ democracy. T h is  alone 
c learly  d ictates the program  o f the 
un ited fro n t. We are ready to de­
fend your p r in tin g  plants and our 
own, but also the dem ocratic p r in ­
cip le of freedom o f the press ; your 
labor homes and ours, bu t also the 
democratic p rinc ip le  of the freedom 
o f assemblage and association. We 
are m ate ria lis ts  and tha t is w hy 
wo do not separate the soul from  
the body. So long as we do not 
yet have the strength to establish 
tlie  Soviet system, we place ou r­
selves on the te rra in  o f bourgeois 
democracy. B u t a t the same tim e 
we do not en terta in  any- illusions.

AS TO FREEDOM OF 
TH E PRESS

— And w ha t w i l l  you do w ith  the 
social dem ocratic press i f  you 
should suceed in  seizing pow er: 
w i l l  you p ro h ib it ou r papers as the 
Russian Bolsheviks p roh ib ited  the 
Menshevik papers?

- You p u t the question badly. 
W hat do you mean by “ o u r”  pa­
liers? in  Russia the d ic ta torsh ip  
o f the p ro le ta r ia t proved possible 
only a fte r the overwhelm ing m a j­
ority- o f the worker-M ensheviks 
passed over to  the side o f the B o l­
sheviks, whereas the  p e tty  bour­
geois debris o f Menshevism under­
took to assist the bourgeoisie to 
tigh t fo r  the resto ra tion  o f “ dem­
ocracy” , th a t is, o f capitalism . 
Now, even in  Russia we d id  no t a t 
a ll inscribe  upon ou r banner the 
p ro h ib itio n  o f the Menshevik pa­
pers. We were led to  do th is  by 
the in c red ib ly  harsh conditions o f 
the struggle th a t had to  be con­
ducted to save and m a in ta in  the 
revo lu tiona ry  d ic ta torsh ip . In  So­
v ie t Germany, the s itua tion  w i l l  be, 
as I  have already said, in fin ite ly  
more favorable and the regime o f 
t lie  press w i l l  necessarily fee l the 
effects o f it .  I  do no t th in k  th a t 
in  th is  fie ld  the German p ro le ta r­
ia t  nepds to  resort to  repression.

To be sure, I  do no t w an t to  say 
tha t the workers’ state w i l l  to le r­
ate even fo r a day the regime of 
the (bourgeois) “ freedom o f the 
press” , th a t is, the state o f a ffa irs  
in  which on ly  those can pub lish  
papers and books who con tro l the 
p r in t in g  plants, the paper m anufac­
tories, the bookstores and so on, 
th a t is, the cap ita lis ts. The (bour­
geois) “ freedom o f the press”  s ig­
nifies the monopoly fo r  finance 
cap ita l to  impose ca p ita lis t p re­
judices upon the people by means 
o f hundreds and thousands o f pa­
pers charged w ith  dissem inating 
the v irus  o f lies in  the most per­
fect technical fo rm . P ro le ta rian  
freedom o f the press w i l l  mean the 
na tion a liza tio n  o f thle 'p r in tin g  
plants, of the paper m anufactories 
and the bookstores in  the in te rest 
o f the workers. We do no t separ­
ate the soul from  the body. Free­
dom o f the press w ith o u t linotypes, 
w ith o u t p r in t in g  presses, and w ith ­
out paper is a miserable fic tion . In  
the p ro le ta rian  state the technical 
means o f p r in tin g  w i l l  be p u t a t 
the disposal o f groups o f citizens 
in  accordance w ith  th e ir  rea l num ­
erical importance. B u t how is th is  
to be done? The social democracy 
w i l l  ob ta in  p r in tin g  fa c ilit ie s  cor- 
respondnig to the num ber o f its  
supporters. I  do not th in k  th a t a t 
th a t tim e th is  number w i l l  be very 
high : otherw ise the very r ’egime of 
the d ic ta to rsh ip  o f the p ro le ta ria t 
woulcT be impossible. Nevertheless, 
le t us leave i t  to  the fu tu re  to 
solve th is  question. B u t the p r in ­
cip le its e lf  o f d is tr ib u tin g  the tech­
n ica l means o f the press, no t in  
accordance w ith  the thickness o f 
the checkbook, bu t in  accordance 
w ith  the number o f supporters o f 
a given program , o f a given bur- 
rent, o f  a given school, is, I  hope, 
the m ost honest, the m ost dem­
ocratic, the most au then tica lly  pro­
le ta rian  princip le . Is n ’t  th a t so?

— Maybe.
— Then sha ll we shake hands on 

it?
— I ’d like  to th in k  i t  over a b it.
— 1 ask fo r  no th ing else, m y dear 

friend  : the aim  o f a l l m y re flec­
tions is to  have you m editate once 
more upon a ll the great problems 
o f p ro le ta rian  policy.
I ’ r ink ipo , February 23, 1933.

— L . TR O TS K Y .
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A n  Interview with Leon Trotsky

0Ï
o f

(W e are glad to  p r in t  the fo llo w ­
in g  in te rv ie w  given in  P rin k ip o  by 
Leon T ro tsky  to comrade B . J. 
F ie ld  in  connection w ith  an a rtic le  
published several m onths ago by 
a bourgeois apologist fo r  the S ta l­
in is t  regime. As the in te rv ie w  
don la w ith  questions o f m ore than 
pnnaing in terest, i t  re ta ins  a l l  its  
value as an exposition o f the Bol- 
shevik-Lenin is t standpo in t on ques­
tions in  d ispute in  the Communist 
movement.— E<1.)
LE N IN  AND SOCIALISM  
IN  ONE COUNTRY

I n  the question o f the united 
f ro n t  as w e ll as in  a l l the broad 
questions o f revo lu tiona ry  strategy 
and tactics, the L e f t  O pposition re­
gards its e lf  as con tinu ing the au­
the n tic  B olshevik line, as against 
the e ffo rts  o f the S ta lin is t fac tion  
to  revise i t  in  an em p irica l and 
bureaucratic  manner,

T h is  sense o f the con tinu ity  o f 
the  revo lu tiona ry  tra d it io n  runs 
c learly  th rough  the answers w h ich 
T ro tsky  gave to the w r ite r ’s ques­
tions on the issues o f p rinc ip le  
w h ich  M r. Fischer, fo llo w in g  the 
S ta lin is ts , takes fo r granted as 
hav ing  been decided against T ro t­
sky ’s views.

Here are hia answ ers:
Q uestion: “  'L e n in  and a l l b is  

fo llow ers were convinced a t th a t 
tim e  ( in  1917) th a t on ly a revo lu 
t lo n  abroad could save them from
certa in  doom___They d id  no t hope
to  surv ive  unless revo lu tions in  
Europe and Asia weakened exter­
na l h o s tility  and gave Ked Russia 
a breath ing space fo r  (domestic 
entrenchm ent’, says M r. Fischer, 
Was Len in  speaking on ly in  a im ­
mediate m il ita ry  and p o lit ic a l 
sense o f saving Russia fro m  defeat 
and subjugation, o r d id  he have in  
m ind  the whole perspective 
Russia’« developing on its  own soil 
th rough the d ic ta to rsh ip  o f the 
p ro le ta r ia t to  the  u ltim a te  Com 
m un is t goal?”

T ro tsky— “ T h a t a ffirm ation  
M r. F ischer’s, lik e  a series 
others, proves h is  lack o f fa m il­
ia r ity  w ith  the theory and the 
h is to ry  o f Bolshevism. In  1917 
there was no t a single Bolshevik 
who considered possible the re a l! 
za tion  of a socia lis t society in  
single country, and least o f a l l in  
Russia. In  the appendix to my 
‘H is to ry  o f the Russian ’Revolu­
t io n ’ I  give a detailed and docu­
mented study o f the  ideas o f the 
B olshevik  pa rty  on the October 
revo lu tion . T h is  study, I  hope, 
w i l l  make i t  im possible in  the fu ­
tu re  to ascribe to Len in  the theory 
o f Socialism  in  a s ing le  country. 
H ere  I  w i l l  l im it  m yself to a sin 
g le  quotation, which in  my opin 
io n  has a decisive character, Lenin 
died in  January, 1924; three 
m onths la te r  S ta lin  expounded in  
w r it in g  Lenin 's conception of the 
p ro le ta ria n  revo lution. I  quote 
w ord fo r  w o rd : ‘ . . . . t o  overth row  
the power o f the bourgeoisie and 
to  establish the power o f the pro­
le ta r ia t  in  one country, s t i l l  does 
n o t s ign ify  the f u l l  v ic to ry  o f So 
cia lism . The m ain task o f Social­
ism — the organ ization o f Socialist 
p roduction—rem ains s t i l l  in  the 
fu tu re . Is It  possible to fulfi 
bask, is It  possible to achieve the 
definite victory of Socialism in  one 
country w ith o u t the combned ef­
fo rts  o f the pro le tarians o f several 
advanced countries? No, it  is  im­
possible. F o r the overth row  o f the 
bourgeoisie, the efforts  o f one 
coun try  are sufficient— fo r  th is  we 
have the testim ony o f the h is to ry  
o f ou r revo lu tion. F o r the defin i­
tiv e  v ic to ry  o f Socialism, for the 
organization of Socialist produc­
tion, the efforts of one country, es­
pecially of a  peasant country like 
Russia, are insufficient— fo r  tha t 
are required the efforts  o f the p ro­
le ta rians o f several advanced coun­
t r ie s . . . . ’ S ta lin  closes the ex­
position o f these ideas w ith  the 
words, ‘Such are in  general the 
cha racteris tic  features o f Len in ’s 
conception o f the pro le ta rian  rev­
o lu tio n ’ (Problem s o f Leninism , 
emphasis m ine).

'«Only in  the  F a ll o f 1924 did  
S ta lin  discover th a t I t  is  especi­
a lly  Russia, as d istinguished from  
o ther countries, w h ich  can by its  
ow n forces bu ild  up a socia list 
society. ‘ . A fte r' having estab­
lished its  power and assumed the 
leadership o f the peasantry’, he 
w ro te  in  a new ed ition  o f the same 
w ork, ‘the v ic torious p ro le ta ria t 
can and m ust bu ild  up socia list 
society.’ Can and m ust! The p ro­
c lam ation  o f th is  new conception 
is  closed by the same words, ‘Such 
are in  general the characteris tic  
features o f Len in ’s conception of 
the pro le ta rian  revo lu tion ’. In  the 
course o f a single year S ta lin  as­
cribed to  Len in  tw o  d ire c tly  op­
posed conceptions o f the funda­
m enta l question o f socialism. The 
f irs t  version represents the rea l 
tra d it io n  o f the p a r ty ; the second 
took shape in  S ta lin ’s m ind only 
a fte r the death o f Lenin, in  the 
course o f the strugg le  against 
‘T ro tsky ism ’.”

Q uestion: " Is  there reason to  be 
lieve th a t the w o rld  revo lu tion, or 
a series o f socia l upheavals on the 
Eurasian continent, ‘ceased to  be 
an im m ediate poss ib ility ’ by 1921?”

A nsw er: “ W hat sha ll we c a ll an 
«immediate p o ss ib ility ’ ? In  1923 
the s itua tion  in  Germany was p ro­
fou n d ly  revolutionary!, b u t w hat 
was la ck ing  fo r  a v ic to rious  rev 
o lu tlo n  was a correct strategy. A t 
th a t tim e, I  w ro te  a s tudy about 
th is  question, ‘The Lessons o f 
October’, w h ich served as a pre­
te x t fo r  m y e lim in a tio n  fro m  the 
government. I n  1925-27 the rev­
o lu tion  in  China was destroyed by 
the fa lse  revo lu tiona ry  stra tegy o f 
the S ta lin is t faction. To th is  last 
question I  consecrate my book, ‘Pro 
blems o f the Chinese R evolu tion ’ 
(issued by the Pioneer Publishers 
New Y ork, 1932). I t  is  qu ite  
c lear th a t the German and C h i­
nese revo lu tions in  case o f v ic to ry  
would have changed the face o f

Answer Given to Views 
O f  Louis Fischer

ency o r ‘au tarchy’ is  the  idea l of 
H it le r ,  not o f M a rx  and Lenin.

to rie a l researches, X w i l l  l im it  m y­
se lf to  a single illu s tra tio n . The 
D nieprostroy is considered w ith  
r ig h t as the highest achievement 
o f Soviet in dus tria lza tlon . Y et 
S ta lin  and his fo llowers, (Voros­
h ilov , Molotov, and others) a few

Austria is Next in O rder
(Continued fro m  Page 1)

~  * --------- .  .  n n u . v ,  lY lU lO M J V ,  r t l i u  u m c i o /  «■
Socia lis t economy cannot “ e i® «  months before the beginning o f the

Europe and Asia, and perhaps o f 
the whole w orld . Once again, he 

ho ignores the problems o f rev­
o lu tio na ry  strategy w ould do bet­
te r not to  ta lk  about revo lu tions 
a t a l l. ”

Q uestion: “ IS i t  true  th a t “ a 
evo lu tion germ inates on ly in  na­

tio n a l soil, th a t i t  does no t re ­
su lt from  im ported money o r pam­
phlets o r ag ita tors , and th a t the 
cap ita lis ts  w i l l  do more than the 
Communists to  underm ine cap ita l­
ism ’ ?”  Is  i t  true  th a t ‘by its  very 
existence a t ru ly  Soviet, near-
Socialist system----- m ust fu r th e r
the cause o f revo lu tion  in  o ther 
countries’, and th a t ‘a strong So­
c ia lis t Soviet Union is the most 
effective stim ulus to  w o rld  revo lu­
tio n ’ ?”

A nsw er: “ The statements quoted 
in  th is  question co ritrad ic t each 
other. T ha t the existence o f the 
Soviet U n ion 1ms an in te rna tiona l 
evo lu tionary significance is a com­

monplace equally recognized by 
tviem V and foes. In  spite o f the 
existence of the Soviet Union, how- 

, the p ro le ta rian  revo lu tion  
(lu ring  the past years has not re­
corded a v ic to ry  in  any other coun­
try . In  Russia its e lf  the p ro le ta r­
ia t conquered in  spite o f the fact 
th a t there was no Soviet State in  
existence a t the tim e elsewhere. 
For the v ic to ry  are necessary, no t 
only ce rta in  objective conditions, 
in te rn a l as w e ll as externa l, bu t 
also certa in subjective fac to rs—■ 
the P arty , the leadership, the s tra ­
tegy. O ur differnces w ith  S ta lin  
are e n lire ly  o f a s tra teg ica l char­
acter. Suffice i t  to say th a t i f  we 
had carried through, in  1917, the 
policy o f S ta lin, the Soviet State 
would no t be in  existence today, 
I t  Is the re fore not true th a t the 
mere existence of the Soviet Union 
is capable o f assuring the v ic to ry  
o f the revo lu tion  in  other coun­
tries. B u t i t  is also false th a t the 
revo lu tion  ripens and comes to de­
velopment only in  the na tiona l so il 
O therw ise w ha t purpose is served 
by the Communist in te rn a tio n a l? "

Q uestion: “ G ran ting  tha t a cap­
ita l is t  economy, the more h igh ly  i t  
is developed, becomes the more de 
pendent on o ther countries, is  i t  
less true  of the Soviet Union, be 
cause i t  is  developing tow ard a 
S ocia lis t economy?”

A nsw er: “ N a tiona l self-suffici-

tlie  huge advantages o f the w o rld  
d iv is ion  o f la b o r: on the con tra ry, 
i t  w i l l  ca rry  i t  to  the highest de­
velopment. B u t in  practise, i t  is 
not a question o f the fu tu re  socia l­
is t society, w ith  an established in ­
te rna l equ ilib rium , hu t o f the 
given techn ica lly  and c u ltu ra lly  
backward country w h ich  in  the  
in terests of in d u s tr ia liz a tio n  and 
co llectiv iza tion  is forced to export 
as much as possible in  order to  
im p o rt as much as possible.”  

Q uestion: “ Is i t  true  th a t the 
theory of the permanent revo lu ­
tion, w h ich is the p la tfo rm  on

w o rk  were decided opponents of 
the D n ieprostroy plan. I  quote 
from  the stenographic rep o rt the 
words spoken by S ta lin  in  A p ril, 
1927, in  the Plenum of the Centra l 
Committee o f the p a rty  against 
m yself as chairm an o f the D n ie­
prostroy commission. There is 
ta lk ___ of our constructing  Dn ie­
prostroy through our own means. 
The means needed are great, sev­
era l hundred m illions. L e t us not 
get in to  the position o f the  pea­
sant who, a fte r accum ulating a 
nest-egg, instead o f im pairing his 
plough and renewing his equip-

which you have fought S ta lin  since I buys a gramaphone and goes
1924, was ‘born in  a tim e o f B o l­
shevist m ental depression’ caused 
by ‘a series o f fa ilu re s  bo th  a t 
home and abroad’, o r  does th is  
theory represent a consistent line  
found in  a l l you r ‘p o lit ic a l w r i t ­
ings and actions a fte r 1903’— M r.
Fischer makes both statements” .

A nsw er: “ The theory o f the per­
manent revo lu tion, in  contr'adic 
t ion  to  the theory o f socialism in  
one country, was recognized by 
the en tire  Bolshevik p a rty  du rin g  
the period from  1917 to 1923. Only 
the defeat o f  th e  p ro le ta r ia t in  
Germany in  1923 gave the decisive 
push to  the creation o f S ta lin ’s 
theory o f na tiona l socia lism : the 
downward curve o f the revo lu tion 
gave rise to S ta lin ism , not to  the 
theory o f the permanent revo lution, 
w h ich was f irs t fo rm u la ted  by me 
in  1905. T h is  theory is not bound 
to a definite calendar o f revo lu­
tiona ry  events; i t  on ly  reveals the 
w orld-w ide interdependence o f the 
revo lu tiona ry  process.”

bankrup t.’ (Laugh te r) ‘Can we 
ignore the decisions o f the P arty  
Congress th a t our in d u s tr ia l plans 
m ust be adapted to our resources' 
Yet comrade T ro tsky  openly 
ignores th a t decision o f the Con­
gress.’ (Stenographic notes o f the 
Plenum, page 110.)

S im ultaneously the L e ft Opposi 
to in  in  the course of several years 
carried  on a struggle against the 
S ta lin is ts  in  favo r o f co llectiv iza­
tion. Only when the ku la k  re­
fused to  de liver gra in  to  the State 
d id  S talin, under the pressure o f 
the L e ft Opposition, accomplish 
a sharp tu rn . Being the em piric 
is t th a t lie  is, lie  moved to the 
opposite extreme, and set as a tasli 
fo r  tw o  or three years the collec­
tiv iza tion  o f a l l the peasantry, the 
liqu ida tion  o f the kulaks as 
class, and the compression of the 
F ive  Year P lan in to  fo u r  years, 
The la i f t  Opposition declared tha t 
the new tempo of in du s tria liza tion  
were above ou r forces, and th a t

Q uiw tion : ‘«The statem ent i^ i the U(lul(]ation of the ku laks as a 
made th a t ‘T ro tsky  would hot have 1 f  h
neglected Soviet home in dus try  any 
more than S ta lin  would ignore the 
usefulness o f the T h ird  In te rn a ­
t io n a l’. Do you agree w ith  the 
conclusion th a t ‘there are no whites 
and blacks in  th is  p ic tu re . I t  is 
a m a tte r o f p roportion  and 
shade’ ?”

A nsw er: “ Such an affirm ation  is 
possible on ly because o f lack  of 
fa m il ia r ity  w ith  the h is to ry  of the 
struggle between the S ta lin is t fac­
tion  and the Ia if t  Oppostion. The 
in it ia t iv e  o f the F ive  Year Plan 
and o f the accelerated co llectiv iza­
tion belongs en tire ly  to  the L e ft 
O piwsition, in  un in te rrup ted  and 
sharp struggles w ith  the S talin ists. 
Not having the poss ib ility  o f oc­
cupying m yself here w ith  long his-

Reforestation Swindle
(Continued from  Page I)

able m in im um  and paid in  c red it 
tickets. There are today hundreds 
o f large fam ilies close to  s ta rva ­
tion  on t li is  bur'get. The reforest- 
ta tion camps are being recru ited 
from  among those now receiving 
re lie f.

Homeless S t i l l  Homeless
What, becomes, then, o f the home­

less and the wandering? There was 
Is It  possible to fu lfill this] a great ag ita tion  before the elec-

.................... tions about them. The Scripps-
Ilo w a rd  syndicate, fo r example, es­
tim ated th a t 500,000 o f them roam 
the country . The January census 
of the Com m ittee on Care o f the 
Transient and Homeless showed 
1,225,000 homeless and trans ien t 
people in  the Untied States, of 
whom 200,000 are youths. Boys and 
g ir ls , unable to go to  school, un­
able to get a job, a burden to  th e ir  
poverty-stricken fa m ily , jo in  the 
anks o f m ig ran t youth in  a fu t ile  

search fo r  w o rk  in  other’ cities. A  
restless tide  is m oving across the 
U n ited States, h itch -h ik ing , w a lk ­
ing, r id in g  the fre igh ts , begging, 
stealing, liv in g  as they can. They 
ire  treated as tra d itio n a l hoboes- 

n ig h t in  ja i l ,  a meal o f beans 
and coffee and tw en ty -fou r hours to  
get ou t of town. They are clubbed 
by ra ilw a y  detectives and hobnob 
w ith  pe tty  crim ina ls  in  ja i l .  The 
good citizens demand government 
action to  relieve the m u n ic ip a lit­
ies. Something had to be done fo r 
the Am erican “ beg prizovn i” . So, 
the Democrats fe rv id ly  promised, 
i f  elected, to take care o f them 
also. A t the same tim e, libe ra l 
and progressive groups clamor' fo r 
the re foresta tion  o f land denuded 
by the lumber and paper interests 
in the heyday o r rugged in d iv id u ­
alism. An ideal chance to  k i l l  two 
birds w ith  one stone, and do i t  
cheap! Conservation and Unem­
ployment Relie f. However, they 
are in  th is  d ilem m a: E ither' they 
use conservation funds fo r  m un i­
cipal re lie f, in  wheih case they do 
not reach the w a ndere r; or, i f  
they re c ru it the la tte r, then con­
servation funds cannot be a lloca t­
ed to c ity  re lie f. A m erica ’s home­
less you th  is  los t in  the shuffle 
o f the “ New D eal” .

W hat about the d ig n ity  and bon- 
oT of honest to il,  ask the arm y 
men? The men get $5.00 a month 
fo r doing the w o rk  of regu la r fo r­
esters. I t  is exp lo ita tion  in  the 
crudest sense. I t  is h u m ilia tin g  to  
the person and degrading to the 
class. Out (West they ca ll th is  
racket “ gyp labor.”  And i t  is  w e ll 
named. Investiga tors o f the Pub­
lic  W elfare use economic pressure 
ou fam ilies  to get th e ir  “ quota”  o f 
boys in to  camp. One realizes the 
b itte r  irony  o f th is  s itua tion  
W orkers «‘volunteer”  fo r  th e ir  s ix  
months’ enlistm ent.

W ith  the brazen self-in terest o f 
the business men they have con­
verted a t wenty m illio n  doHar1 re ­
foresta tion fund in to  a new scheme 
fo r  pauperizing workers and creat­
ing  the basis fo r  na tiona l conscrip t 
labor. “ C itizens Conservation 
Corps”  means human cannon fod 
der trained, w ith  funds intended fo r  
unemployment re lie f. The Dem­
ocra tic  pa rty  in  power, lik e  its  
Republican predecessor, to rise  ou t

class in  the course o f three years 
was a fan ta s tic  task. I f  one 
wishes to say so, we find  ourselves 
th is  tim e ‘less rad ica l’ than the 
S ta lin iis ts . R evolu tionary rea lism  
tries to draw  the m axim um  advan 
tage fro m  every s itua tion— th a t is 
w hat makes i t  revo lu tiona ry— but 
a t the same tim e i t  does no t per 
m it us to set ourselves fan tastic  
aims— tha t is w hat makes i t  real 
is tie ” .

Q uestion: “ I f  we accept the 
views th a t the po licy o f S ta lin  has 
a pure ly  em pirica l character, is de 
terin ined by t lie  circumstances of 
tlie  moment aud is incapable o f 
seeing fa r  ahead, how can we ex 
p la in  the v ic to ry  of S ta lin ’s fac 
tion  over the L e ft O pposition?"

A n sw e r: “ Above, I  emphasized 
the significance o f revo lu tionary 
strategy. Here I  m ust come hack 
to the decisive im portance o f ob 
jective conditions. W ith o u t a cor­
rect strategy the v ic to ry  is impos­
sible. B u t even the most correct 

o f the cris is  by s t i l l  fu r th e r  ex-1 stra tegy cannot give the v ic to ry  
p lo itin g  and degrading the w ork ing I uuder unfavorable objective condi- 
class. A ga inst th is  the Am erican I tions. The revo lu tion  has its  own 
w orker can and w i l l  organize a I la w s : in  the period of its  culmina- 
struggle. I tion  i t  pushes the most h ig h ly  de-

1. F u ll tim e wages fo r  fo re s try ! veloped, determ ined and far-seeing
w o rk e rs ! I s tra tum  o f the revo lu tiona ry  class

2. No v ic tim iza tion  o f those w ho l to the most advanced positions. Yet 
refuse conservation en listm ent! I the p ro le ta r ia t has no t on ly  a van

3. Abo lish the re lie f “ deduc-l guard, hu t also a rearguard, and 
tions”  system ! I besides the p ro le ta r ia t there are

4. Organize w ith in  the camps the peasantry and the bureaucracy,
for' be tte r con d itions ! No one revo lu tion up to  now has

I'aym ent o f C ity  R e lie f in |
cash!

(I. Unemployment Insurance.
— C A R L COWL.

most ill- fu le d , degrading and ru in ­
ous fo r  the p ro le ta r ia t is to   ̂ bank 
upon the co-operation o f the im per­
ia lis t governments of the countries 
surrounding A us tria .

Even i f  we were to a llow  th a t 
Itec-ause o f the tra d itio n a l flabb i­
ness o f a ll A us tria n  parties as w e ll 

because o f the influence o f ex­
terna l and tem porary causes (the  
pressure o f France and o f the l i t ­
tle  Entente ; the apprehension of 
the H itle r ite s  to push m atters to 
the end, ju s t no w )— allow ing  id, 
the cu lm ina tion  even in  th is  case 
would tu rn  ou t to be postponed by 
means o f some k in d  o f a moth- 
eaten A us tria n  B onapartis t com 
promise— and a postponement of 
th is  k ind  could have an extremely 
unreliab le and a very tem porary 
•huracter. The process thus check­
ed would bu rs t out. in  the course 
o f the next few  months o r even 
weeks w ith  a redoubled force and 
a t a ten fo ld  tempo. To bu ild  its  
policies upon checks, masquerades, 
the p lastering up of cracks, and 
petty p o litica l m ora to rium s would 
mean fo r  the jiro le ta r ia t to extend 
more tim e fo r the s t i l l  weak Aus 
t.rian Fascism in  w h ich  to  achieve 
its  m urderous mission.
‘TH E STRUGGLE FOR  
DEMOCRACY”

O tto Hauer coniines h im se lf, to 
vapid m ora liza tions on the subject 
o f the “ superio rities”  of bourgeois 
democracy over’ Fascist d ic ta to r­
ship. As i f  the struggle is takin, 
place between two schools o f sta te  
la w s ! Engels ap tly  remarked, th a t 
every state is reducible to armed 
detachments of men w ith  the ma­
te ria l appendages in  the nature o f 
ja ils , etc. A t  present (h is “ es­
sence”  o f the state has been com­
plete ly revealed in  A ustria . The 
po litica l strugg le which has devel­
oped in  the course of a number’ of 
years upon the bases of democracy 
has been pushed flush up against 
the dashes between armed detach­
ments. I t  is necessary to ca ll th is  
fac t by its  name, c learly  and p re­
cisely, and to draw  from  i t  a ll the 
necessary p ractica l conclusions.

Iustead o f this, the A us tria n  so­
c ia l democracy demands an admis­
sion on our pa rt tha t Ihc struggle 
is being carried  on “ fo r  dem­
ocracy” . As i f  t lie  question lies 
in th is  at p resen t! I t  goes w ith ­
out saying th a t we are not ready 
to make any concessions whatso­
ever to the A ustro -M arx is ts  as re 
gurds the theoretica l atnl h is to rica l

Bonapartism and Fascism 
In the Austrian Crisis

appra isal o f democracy. A ud in  
fact, i f  democracy was indeed ra is­
ed above tlie  social regime th a t en­
gendered i t ;  i f  i t  was indeed cap­
able o f reconstructing bourgeois 
society in to  soc ia lis t society, then 
i t  should have revealed a ll its  qua l­
ities  f irs t o f a l l in  A us tria , where 
the cons titu tion  was created by the 
social democracy, where the pro­
le ta r ia t comprises the decisive 
force in  t lie  nation, aud the social 
democracy represents the decisive 
force in  the p ro le ta ria t. A nd con­
curren tly , w lm t A u s tria  is  liv in g  
th rough demonstrates in  action 
th a t democracy is ttesli o f the flesh 
of capita lism , aud decomposes w ith  
it .  The A us tria n  c ris is  is the ex 
pressiun o f the decay of democracy 
The gentlemen o f democracy need 
expect no other appra isa l ou our 
part.

However, we understand only 
too w e ll, on the other hand, th a t 
theoretica l diagnosis alone is  a lto ­
gether' insuffic ient fo r  the purpose 
of supplanting democracy w ith  the 
Soviet regime. The m a tte r touches 
the liv in g  consciousness o f a class, 
I f  in  t lie  course o f a jo in t  s trugg le  
against Fascists the m a jo r ity  o f 
t lie  p ro le ta r ia t understands the 
need fo r Soviet d ic ta torsh ip , there 
w i l l  be no sto jip ing the Commun­
ists. B u t if ,  despite a l l the lessons 
i t  received, the m a o jr ity  o f the 
workers, even a fte r the smashing 
o f t lie  forces o f counter-revolution, 
decides to repeat once more the 
experim ent o f fo rm a l democracy, 
then the Communists w i l l  be com­
pelled to take to t lie  same ground 
in  t lie  guise o f an opposition.

'Today, a t any rate, t lie . over 
whelm ing m a jo rity  o f A us tria n  
worker's fo llow s the social dem­
ocrats. T h is  means th a t there can 
not oven be ta lk  o f revo lu tiona ry  
d ic ta to rsh ip  as an ac tua l task 
W hat is on t lie  agenda today is  not 
the antithesis o f bourgeois and So 
v ie t democracy bu t the antithesis  
of bourgeois democracy and Fasc 
ism. We accuse the A ustro -M arx 
is ts  not of figh ting  fo r  democracy 
but o f not fig h tin g  fo r  it .

Capita lism  resorts to  Fascism not 
out o f caprice bu t because i t  is  
driven in to  an impasse, i f  social 
democracy is callable on ly o f c r i t ­
ic izing, grum bling , curbing, th rea t 
cuing, and b id ing  tim e bu t is in  
capable o f tak ing  in to  its  hancis

The Scottsboro Case
(Continued from  Page 1)

The Chicago M ay Day 
Conference

Chicago.—The Communist pa rty  
in  Chicago concluded another vest-1 
pocket un ited fro n t fo r  May Day. 
The united f ro n t from  below, then 
the m iddle and every once in  a 
w h ile  from  behind, has driven  the 
pa rty  w ith  its  back to  the w a ll.

b rought a l l th a t was expected o f 
I t  by the masses. Hence the  in ­
e v ita b ility  o f a certa in  d is illu s io n ­
ment, o f a Iowerng o f the a c tiv ity  
o f the vanguard, and consequently, 
o f the g row ing im portance of the 
rearguard. S ta lin ’s fac tion  has 
raised its e lf  on the wave o f reac­
tion  against the October revo lu­
tion . Look b£ck a t h is to ry— those 
who guided the revo lu tion  in  the 
tim e o f its  cu lm ina tion  never kept 
th e ir leading positions long a fte r  
the tu rn in g  po int. In  France, the 
leader o f Jacobinism perished on 
the g u illo t in e ; w ith  us, the change 
o f leadership was achieved by 
means of a rres t and banishment. 
The technique o f the process is 
gentler, bu t its  essence is  the

John W illiam son made the key­
note address. He pointed ou t tha t 
t lie  ca ll was sent to the Socia list I same.
pa rty  and A. F. o f L . organiza-t Q uestion: “ How do you recon 
tions ca llin g  upon them  to u n ite  cite your c r it ic is m  o f the Soviet 
fo r  one M ay Day dem onstration. In i  Union in  the cap ita lis t press w ith  
his speech he a t la s t realized th a t] your revo lu tiona ry  sympathies? Is  
Germany is the most im portan t i t  true  tha t you are ‘tu rn in g 'th e  
country in  the in te rna tiona l situa- th in k in g  youth away from  Rus- 
tion . A fte r  speaking fo r  some tim e sia’, ‘o ffering enemies o f the Soviet 
on the p a rty ’s ca ll fo r  a un ited regime the best possible arguments 
f ro n t w ith  a l l organizations, he and m a te ria l’ , and g iv ing  ‘ex-radi 
started to c a ll the S. P. and A. cals and near-Communists an ex- 
F. o f L . social-Fascists, etc. Such cuse fo r  m a lign ing  Moscow and 
ignorance! Accord ing to  your1 (W il-1 abstain ing from  p ir tie ip a tio n  in 
liam son’s) own de fin ition  o f social- revo lu tiona ry  acton’?”
Fascism, i t  is  the greatest danger. A nsw er: “ The Sovet State does 
Now, i f  th a t is no, w hy do you not need e ither illus ions o r camou- 
call fo r a un ited f ro n t w ith  them | f lage. I t  can c la im  on ly  th a t

w o rld  a u th o rity  w h ich  is confirm ­
ed by the facts. The clearer and 
deeper the pub lic  op in ion o f the 
world , in ' the f irs t instance the 
op in ion o f t lie  w o rk ing  masses,

th e ir  action. The Socia list p a rty  
stalled fo r  tim e  by telephoning and 
de laying meeting after' meeting, 
called to establish jo in t  proposal 
fo r  action.

Yes, we know th a t the  S. P. lead­
ens are a fra id  o f a un ited fro n t  
fo r  they have much to  lose. We 
must force them in to  ac tio n ! ! O ut 
w ith  i t ! A d m it tha t the  tactics o f 
un ited f ro n t  fro m  below were 
wrong and th a t you have made a 
tu rn  (the  E. C. C. I .  M an ifesto). 
O therw ise the S. P. workerls are 
confused as to whether you w ant 
to  un ite  w ith o u t th e ir  organiza­
tions o r  a genuine un ited fro n t. 
A m id  such confusion th e ir  leaders 
can continue to m islead them, as 
one delegate said, ‘On Monday you 
ca ll the socia lis t w orkers social- 
Fascists, and on Tuesday you ex­
pect them to u n ite  w ith  you.”

Delegates o f the Communist 
League o f Am erica (O pposition) 
and Communist P a rty  (O pposition) 
were nominated fo r  the committee 
o f Action. Gebert tr ie d  in  the 
same o ld  w ay to  suggest th a t only 
mass organizations be represented.

— IR V IN G  BERN.

—w ith  th e ir  organizations?

The Y. P. S. L . sent a le tte r s ta t-l 
ing  th a t i t  was w illin g  to  cooper­
ate, bu t th a t i t  could no t send any
delegates u n t ii the County Com-1 w pT  understand the“ 'c o n tra d ic t io n  
m ittee of the S. P. approved o f and the difflcu lties of the socia list

development o f-an isolated country, 
the h igher w i l l  i t  appreciate the 
resu lts  achieved. The less i t  
identifies the fundam ental methods 
of Socialism w ith  the zigzags and 
e rro rs  o f the Soviet bureaucracy, 
the less w i l l  be the danger that, 
by the inevitab le  reve la tion  of 
these errors and o f th e ir  consequ­
ences, the au th o rity , not on ly  of 
the  present ru lin g  groups bu t o f 
the w orkers ’ State itse lf, may de­
cline. The Soviet Union needs 
th in k in g  and c r it ic a l friends, such 
as are capable no t on ly  o f  sing­
ing  hymns in  the houris o f suc­
cess, bu t o f no t sh rink in g  in  the 
hour o f  defeat and danger. Jour­
na lists o f the type o f F ischer ac­
complish a progressive w o rk  in  
defending the Soviet Union from  
calumnies, m alicious inventons and 
prejudices. B u t these gentlemen 
overstep the lim its  o f th e ir1 mission 
when they attempt, to give us les­
sons o f devotion to  the Soviet 
State. I f  we fea r to  speak o f dan­
gers, we sha ll never conquer them. 
Bf we close o u r eyes to the dark 
sides o f the w orkers ’ State which 
we have helped to  create, we sha ll 
never r'each socialism .”

tha t a d iffe ren t ve rd ic t would have 
been obtained had not the Commun­
is t P arty  entered the case--------”
“ ‘ I t  feels th a t the on ly rem aining 
liojKi fo r  t lie  boys is to remove from  
tlie  already overwhelm ing jire jud - 
iees w h ich  m ilita te  against them 
tlie  additiona l burden o f Commun­
ism '.”  “ I t  called fo r the organiza­
tion of a 'new defense com m ittee’ 

__ •»
The cap ita lis t press and the N. 

A . A. C. P. and a ll the other 
agencies of cap ita lism  are w ork ing 
overtim e to counteract the spont­
aneous mass protest th a t is  a ris ing  
against th is  monstrous verd ic t. 
They are ham m ering on a ll keys 
the theme o f justice. T ha t is th e ir 
function  in  cap ita lis t society.

B u t i t  is  no p a rt o f the I.  L . D .’s 
role o r po licy to conduct a course 
which lends support to such i l lu ­
sion's. Y et th is  is w hat i t  has 
done. We w ant our c ritic ism  to be 
c learly understood. T lie  f ig h t of 
the I .  L . D. from  the f irs t day of 
its  courageous en try  in to  th is  case 
has been an in sp iring  struggle 
against some o f t lie  most 
reactionary practise o f a predatory 
cap ita lis t South. I t  has held a lo ft 
the banner of mass struggle on be­
h a lf o f nine innocent Negro class 
brothers in  t lie  face o f a reign of 
te rro r, i t  l i t  the spark w h ich 
kindled a blaze of pro test on fou r 
continents. I t  took a long step 
fo rw a rd  on the road to  the u n ity  
o f the w h ite  and black workers by 
showing the b lack w orkers tha t 
w h ite  workers were leading the 
strugg le  in  w h ich they were v ita l­
ly  involved.

But; some tim e las t summer the 
I. L. D. allowed the mass movement 
liu rc  to lag. Fo llow ing  the deci­
sion o f t lie  U n ited States Supreme 
Court i t  d id  noth ing to organize the 
workers’ in to  a g igan tic  protest 
movement behind its  legal defense. 
I t  did not ca ll the united f ro n t con­
ferences to set t lie  workers in  
motion.

Instead i t  made the m istake of 
rid in g  the wave o f protest. And i t  
reta ined as its  chief defense la w ­
yer, a notorious gangster lawyer, 
a Democrat, a pa trio t. Moreover, 
i t  a llowed him  to a tta ck  the Com
m unist pa rty  in  the cap ita lis t press Scottsboro Case.”  
w ith o u t reply. I t  a llow ed h im  to ” M r ‘ l ie b o w itz  »» carry
repeat h is a ttacks on the mass 
movement w h ie li had saved the 
boys from  Hie e lectric ch a ir w ith  
ou t m aking any pub lic  reply.

Worse than th is , i t  allowed 
L iebow itz to d ic ta te  the line  of 
the defense. I t  perm itted h im  to  
confine the defense to  legal lines 
essentially. I t  perm itted him  to 
order a N a tiona l .Students’ League 
delegation out o f town. I t  pe rm it­
ted h im  to say in  the cap ita lis t 
press th a t he would not to le rate 
any demonstrations by rad ica l and 
Communist organizations.

The cap ita lis ts  took {«tins to give 
the impression o f a fa ir  t r ia l.  I t  
chose an “ ob jective”  ju r is t  to try  
the case. H orton  was care fu l to 
avoid any appearance o f h o s tility  
to  the defense. He unquestionably 
favored the prosecution in  his den­
ia ls  o f m otions fo r m is tr ia ls  m ot­
ivated on tlie  outrageus speeches 
o f the prosecution. B u t he made

i t  possible fo r  the en tire  cap ita lis t 
press to laud h im  to  the skies. And 
L iebow itz— a t the conclusion o f the 
t r ia l— Liebow itz , according to  the
New York T im es:--------“ I  walked to
tlie  bench and grasped Judge I lo r  
ton's band. The judge shook i t  
warm ly. M r. L iebow itz , who had 
undertaken the defense o f the pen 
niless Negro w ith o u t a flee, was 
trem bling. H e sa id : ‘I  am tak ing  
back to  New Y ork w ith  me a pic­
ture o f one o f the finest ju r is ts  1 
have ever met.’ ”  M r. L iebow itz, 
the 1. L. D. ch ie f defense law yer 
has done his b it  to  n u rtu re  the i l lu ­
sions o f the masses in  the class 
in s titu tion s  o f capitalism .

The I.  L. D. has not yet uttered 
a word o f c ritic ism  o f th is  gross 
perversion of its  princip les. On the 
con tra ry  i t  is  p lay ing up its  w h ite  
elephant, i t  pe rm its  L iebow itz  to 
lie hailed as a hero.

B u t i f  the I .  L . D . is s ilen t about 
its  liero i t  w ent ou t o f its  way to 
a ttack  the L e ft  Opposition. On 
A p r il 7, Patterson, N a tiona l Secret 
ary o f the I .  L . D., fired  a broad­
side against the M ilitan t in  the 
D a ily  Worker. The M ilitan t o f 
March 25 warned the pa rty  and the 
i .  L. D . tha t i t  was m aking a mis 
take in  a llow in g  L iebow itz  to die 
tate the line  in  the Scottsboro 
Case. I t  sa id : “ He (L ieb ow itz ) is  
ge tting a free hand to a ttack th a t 
defense from  a p la tfo rm  given him  
by the I.  L . D. He attacks the 
mass struggle which has saved the 
Scottsboro boys fo u r tim es- 
W lien one considers these facts in  
re la tion  to the equally regrettable 
fa c t th a t t lie  mass movement has 
died down in  recent weeks almost 
to  the vanishing po int, i t  begins to 
look as though the I.  L. I) . were 
teetering on the b r in k  of a ro tten 
and dangerous piece o f opportuu 
ism."

T lie  verd ict, the events leading 
up to  it ,  and p a rtic u la r ly  the role 
o f L iebow itz  and the c rim in a l s il­
ence o f the I.  L. D. about h im  con­
firm  the analysis o f the M ilitant 
up to the h ilt .  Patterson rushes to 
L ie liow itz 's  defense. “ The M ilitant 
— h u rls  a bouquet o f slander and 
invective at the l.  L . D. because of 
its  u tiliz a tio n  o f the services of S. 
L iebow itz, prom inent a tto rney in  

So! A n d : 
ing ou t the 

line  o f the  I .  L. I). in  the court 
room in  th is  pa rticu la r case.”  M r. 
L iebow itz closed his appeal to  the 
ju ry  by in ton ing  the Ix rn i's  P rayer! 
“ He was not asked to nor could be 
engaged in  the p o lit ic a l defense o f 
the accused, bu t h is legal defense 
is p o lit ic a l! ” . There is more of 
the same. And now, Patterson, 
and, w ith  h im , the whole I .  L . D., 
is  silent.

B u t i f  Patterson is s ilen t one o f 
his masters has a word to  say. In  
the D a ily  W orker o f  A p r i l 12, there 
appears a note fro m  Foster to 
Stachel. Foster says: “ T ha t state­
m ent of L iebow itz  was trag ic , en­
dorsing the ch ie f lyncher, H o rton  
and condemning the southern 
masses ind iscrim ate ly  as morons, 
lantern-jawed, etc., etc. These 
statements w i l l  be used against ns 
in  the g igan tic  struggle ahead, both 
in  the courts and among the mass­
es. Sure ly ou r p a rty  statements

the fa te  o f society, when the m at­
te r  touches the l i fe  and death of 
the na tion  and o f its  cu ltu re , then 
th is  pa rty , w h ich represents one- 
h a lf o f the na tion  becomes its e lf  
the ins trum en t o f social decom- 
positon and compels the exp lo iting  
classes to seek sa lvation fro m  Fasc­
ism.

A pp ly ing  the ancient ju x ta p o s i­
tion  o f E rm attungsstra teg ie  and 
N iederwerfungsstra tegie , the s tra t­
egy o f exhaustion, and the stra tegy 
o f assault, one is compelled to say 
th a t the s tra tegy of exhaustion, 
w h ich  was applicable a fte r  a fash­
ion in  certa in  situa tions, is  impossi­
ble o f applicaton today when there 
remans no th ing fo r  cap ita lism  ex­
cept strategy of assault, he re fo rm ­
is t strategy is exhausting a t present 
not the class enemy but its  own 
camp. The policies o f O tto Bauer 
and (Jo. lead fa ta lly  to the v ic to ry  
o f the Fascists, im posing least 
sacrifices and d ifficu ltie s  upon them, 
and the greatest sacrifices and m is­
fortunes upon the p ro le ta ria t.

TH E AUSTRO-MARXISTS ARE  
CHLOROFORMING II IE  
PROLETARIAT

Despite the experience o f I ta ly  
and Germany, t lie  leaders o f Aus­
tr ia n  social-democracy do not un­
derstand the s itua tion . In  order 
to live  and breathe, these people 
m ust foo l themselves. T h is  they 
cannot do otherw ise than by foo l­
ing tlie  pro le ta ria t.

Bauer places tlie  blame fo r  the 
defeat in  Germany upon the Com­
munists. We are not the ones to 
defend German S ta lin is ts ! But 
th e ir  ch ie f crim e consists in  th e ir 
having given the  social democrats 
t ile  poss ib ility  o f preserving th e ir  
inffuenee uixni t lie  basic pa rt o f the 
German p ro le ta ria t and o f loading 
upon i t  t lie  tac tic  of debasing and 
fa ta l cap itu la tion , despite a l l the 
crim es and betrayals com m itted by 
the social democracy, in  essence 
Bauer’s policies are no d iffe ren t 
from  the policies o f Wels-Stamp- 
fe r. B u t there is a d is tinc tion  
Bauer w i l l  be unable to s h ift  the 
responsib ility  upon f lic  A us trian  
S ta lin is ts  who have managed to 
doom themselves to complete im ­
potence. The A us tria n  social: dem­
ocracy is no t on ly the  leading 
pu rty  o f the pro le taria t, bu t i t  is 
the strongest, as regards the popu­
la tion , social dem ocratic i>arty in  
the w orld . The p o lit ic a l responsi­
b i l ity  lies upon t lie  A us tria n  social 
democracy, solely and en tire ly . A lt 
the more fa ta l w il l prove to  be 
the consequences o f its  present 
policies.

The A ustro -M arx is ts  say— I f  we 
are deprived o f lib e rty , then we 
sha ll f ig h t to  "th e  end” . B y such 
subterfuge they w an t to "g a in ”  
tim e fo r  th e ir  vacilla tions, when 
in  re a lity  they are losing the most 
precious tim e fo r  the preparation 
o f defense. A fte r  the enemy de­
prives them o f lib e rty , i t  w i l l  be 
a hundred tim es m ore d iff ic u lt to 
tigh t, fo r  the liqu id a tio n  of righ ts  
w i l l  be accompanied by m ilita ry  
and police destruction o f the p ro ­
le ta rian  press and tlie  p ro le ta rian  
apparatus. The enemy prepares 
and act« w h ile  the social dem­
ocracy hides its  tim e and whines. 
The V orw aerts  also repeated times 
innum erab le : 'W o e  to  Fascism, i f  
i t  ventures against u s !”  T lie  events 
have demonstrated the value o f 
such rhe to ric . The p a rty  which 
proved incapable o f g iv ing  ba ttle  
when i t  held in  its  hands alm ost 
im pregnable position« and pow erfu l 
resources w i l l  crum ble in to  dust 
when i t  is completely expelled from  
the legal arena.

(To Be Continued)

READ AND SUBSCRIBE 
TO TH E  M IL IT A N T

w ill  disassociate us fro m  th a t 
trash and pu t a l l  these m atters in  
th e ir true  lig h t.”  A ga inst whom is 
th is  directed? S ure ly  no t against 
us. We warned against i t  in  time.

W hether the p a rty  and the I .  L. 
D. w i l l  disassociate themselves 
from  th is  trash  remains to  be 
seen. We hope they w ill.  A nd the 
sootier the better. Much tim e has 
been lost and much damage done. 
The f irs t  step to  re p a ir  i t  Is to  
repudiate L iebow itz ’s statements 
and te ll h im  to confine h im se lf to 
the purely legal aspects o f the 
case.

B u t th a t is  no t- enough. The 
cen tra l and m ost im m ediate task is 
to organize the pro test movement 
o f the workers. I f  th a t is  no t done 
the protest movement w i l l  find  
other leaders and be d irected Into 
re fo rm is t channels. There are 
signs o f th is  already. Upon re­
ceiving news o f the  verd ic t the 
Am sterdam  News, a pe tty  bourgeois 
Negro newspaper in  H arlem , began 
a pe titio n  campaign against the 
death sentence. Plans are a lready 
under way to organize a march, 
from  a ll pa rts  o f the cou n try  on 
W ashington to pro test the verd ict.

The pa rty  says th a t the strugg le 
m ust rise  to a h igher stage. B u t i t  
has not given the signa l to organize 
it .  T h is  i t  m ust do w ith o u t delay. 
The masses are bu rn ing  w ith  a 
sense o f outrage. They are eager 
to figh t. They seek leadership. 
O nly the Communist p a rty  can give 
correct leadership and d irection  to 
the strugg le and save the move­
ment from  being d iverted in to  
channels harmless to  the cap ita l­
ists. T ha t i.s its  du ty in  the s it­
uation.

C a ll the un ited fro n t conferences! 
Organize the protest movement: o f 
the w orkers ! i,e t th e ir ind igna­
tion  m ount to fhe skies! United, 
they can smash the Scottsboro 
fram e-up ! The .Scottsboro boys 
sha ll not d ie !

—T. STAM M .


