
L. O . Scores at Chicago M ooney Congress
LEOY TROTSKY

The Collapse of the C.P.G. 
and the Opposition’s Tasks

The question o f the fa te  o f Ger
man Communism stands now a t 
the centre o f a tten tion  o f  a l l  our 
sections. So fa r  as can be judged,- 
the m a jo r ity  o f comrades are in 
c lined to the be lie f th a t in  Ger
many the question o f Communism is 
a question o f a new pa rty . There 
are others, however, who consider 
such a fo rm u la tio n  of the question 
as incorect and m a in ta in  th a t the 
old slogan o f a  “ re fo rm ”  o f the 
p a rty  along Le n in is t lines should 
be retained. T h is  is  the  position, 
fo r  instance, o f tw o Spanish com
rades, o f tw o  German comrades, 
who speak in  the name o f whole 
groups and o f one Russian com
rade. I  do n o t doub t th a t th e ir  
objections reflect the mood o f qu ite 
a considerable p a rt of the Opposi
tion . I t  would be un na tu ra l i f  the 
need fo r  such a serious tu rn  d id  
not produce in  our m idst d iffe rent 
shadings and disagreements. I t  
would be unw orthy  o f the  Opposi
tion  i f  we were incapable o f dis
cussing in  a comradely, yet m at
te r  o f fac t, fash ion  the disagree
ments w h ich  have arisen. Such a 
discussion can resu lt on ly in  the 
fu r th e r  g row th  o f the O pposition 
and in  the strengthening o f inne r 
democracy. In  w ha t concerns the 
essence o f the  objections them 
selves, I  cannot agree w ith  them, 
a lthough psycholog ica lly I  can un
derstand them. The m istake o f the 
above-mentioned comrades consists 
in  th a t they proceed fro m  the fo r 
mulas o f yesterday and no t from  
the fac ts  o f today. We m ust learn 
how to  correct and replace the  fo r 
mulas in  the lig h t  o f new events.

D u rin g  the la s t three years ou r 
calcula tions have been based on 
the a b il i ty  o f  the German Commu
n is t P a rty  to  make a tim e ly  change 
in  po licy under the pressure o f the 
masses. I f  ou r prognosis o f yes
terday were defined more sharply, 
i t  would be expressed as fo llo w s : 
“ We cannot know  as yet to  w ha t 
degree the German w o rk ing  class is 
weakened by past m istakes, zig
zags and defeats and to  w ha t de
gree the sabotage o f the S ta lin is t 
bureaucracy in  com bination w ith  
the cap itu la tion  o f the social-de
mocracy, have paralyzed the ener
gies o f the p ro le ta r ia t” . W e have 
frequ en tly  expressed the hope th a t 
the very approach o f the Fascist 
danger w ou ld  close the  ranks o f 
the p ro le ta r ia t and give rise to  a 
power o f resistance w h ich  w ould

no t a llow  H it le r  to  cap ture a l l po
s itions a t once. A nd  every delay 
in  the advance o f H itle r ,  even 
though he be a lready in  power, 
would in ev ita b ly  release a greater 
flow  o f confidence among the w o rk 
ers. The beginning o f C iv il ¡War 
in  its  tu rn  should have engendered 
a  decomposition in  the government 
camp and in  the Fascist arm y i t 
self. V ac illa tion s  in  the camp of 
the enemy, should have again, in  
th e ir  tu rn , heightened the offensive 
force o f the p ro le ta ria t, et«|., etc. 
Such was the d ia lec tic  perspective 
wh ich we considered probable ; a t 
any rate, n o t excluded. A nd be
cause o f tha t, we had to, i t  was 
our du ty  to , exhaust a ll poss ib ili
ties contained in  the s itua tion  o f 
yesterday.

However, now i t  w ould be insane 
to  be ru led by an old perspective 
which has been cast aside by 
events. The Spanish comrades a s k : 
“ Is  i t  possible th a t these few weeks

(Continued on Page 2)

SOLVE THE CONTRADICTION !
Our appeal to  save the M IL I

T A N T  has m et w ith  an immediate 
and fine response. A comrade in  
Cleveland shot in  fifteen  dollars. 
Comrade W righ t in  New Y ork saved 
our linotype from  the sheriff’s 
clutches by paying the overdue 
notes. And Comrade A. Konikow  
in  Boston took over the payment of 
the m onthly notes, thus insuring its  
fu ture use to  us. Comrade Kars- 
ner dug up a  loan o f fifty  dollar^ 
to pay our electric and gas bills. 
Comrades Gordon and C larke raised 
a donation o f th irty  dollars. Our 
comrades in  Boston put th e ir heads 
together and raised eight and a  b a ll 
dollars/ which they applied to th eir 
M IL IT A N T  aOcount. Excellent!

But good as was this response it  
enabled us to get out only a two- 
pager! And It , by no means, solves 
the problem. N ext week’s issue is 
s till hanging in  the balance. Only 
the same continued prompt re 
sponse w ill enable us to get back 
to a more "normal’’ basis.
SO LVE T H E  C O N T R A D IC T IO N !

This situation, th is financial 
sword of Damocles, which threat
ens every isue, is  not a symptom of 
decline. F a r from  it !  A ll the evi
dence points in  the opposite direc

tion. Take the Chicago Mooney 
Congress! O ur delegation repre
sented forty-five thousand workers! 
Among our delegates were the rep
resentatives of the fifteen thousand 
left-w ing miners of the P .M .A ., the 
most, advanced section o f the Am er
ican w orking class. Through the 
influence of the P .M A . in  the Con
gress, comrade Cannon was elected 
to the Resolutions Committee; and 
upon the insistence of the miners’ 
delegation, to  the Permanent N a
tional Committee. W ithout a  doubt 
the Chicago Mooney Congress is, 
so fa r, the high w aterm ark of the 
influence of the L e ft Opposition in  
the United States.

W ho does not know w hat an in 
dispensable p art the M IL IT A N T  
played in  the hard years of prepay 
ration fo r this signal advanre? I t  
is a  long record o f great sarri floes 
in  the struggle to overcome appar
ently insuperable difficulties. As 
our horizons widen the role that 
the M IL IT A N T  must play becomes 
even greater. G reat tasks face us. 
W e must not fa il in  a  single one of 
them. Least of a il can we afford 
to le t the M IL IT A N T  stagger un
der the burden.

B ut therein is the danger. The 
M IL IT A N T  is encircled by a ring  
of debt.

The financial crisis of the M IL I
T A N T  stands in  the sharpest con
tradiction to our w ork afleid  Worse 
than th a t! Its  fa ilu re  to  appear 
regularly and in  fu ll size hampers 
the work in  the field. When the 
“m ain organizer” falters the whole 
movement is affected.

This contradiction cannot be to l
erated. I t  must be overcome.

Smash the circle of debt!

Act quickly! Next wek’s M IL I
T A N T  must appear on tim e and in  
fu ll size. Im portant m aterial is 
being held over. The M anifesto of 
the International L eft Opposition 
to the W orld Anti-Fascist Con
gress; m aterial on the Four Power 
Pact, translated from  Cnser W ort, 
the illegal organ of the German 
L eft Opposition; and many other 
im portant features cannot see the 
lig h t because of the pressure of 
space.

Solve the contradiction! No more 
tw o-pagers! And every issue out 
on tim e! A ir m a il! W ire  funds! 
To the M IL IT A N T , 126 East 16th 
Street, New York C ity.

The C.I. Retraces Steps
M a y  1 M anifesto Returns to “ United Front From Below”

There is no end to the crimes o f 
S ta lin ism . Those serious Commu
n is t workers who have hoped th a t 
the heavy blows o f Fascism in  Ger
many m ig h t have served to  give 
conclusive w arn ing  to the Comin
te rn  bureaucracy and to b ring  about 
a fundam ental change o f line, m ust 
have been overcome w ith  dizziness 
by the newest crim e o f S talin ism . 
We re fe r to  the en tire ly  unexpected 
and b rea th tak ing  reversion to  the 
infam ous “ un ited  fro n t from  below”  
in  the m anifesto issued by the Com
m unist In te rn a tio n a l on the occa
sion o f M ay D ay and prin ted  in  a 
special Sunday ed ition  o f the  D a ily  
W orker on A p r i l 30.

O nly s ix  weeks before, the Com
m un ist In te rn a tio n a l had issued a 
reso lution, f irs t  published in  l'H u 
m anité o f P aris  on M arch 6, in 
s truc ting  the various parties to  ap
proach the Central Committees of 
the socia lis t parties and trade union 
centers in  - th e ir  respective coun
tries, fo r  un ited  fro n t  negotiations 
and a t tha t, to  re fra in  from  attack
ing the la tte r  in  the course o f the 
un ited f ro n t ac tiv ities .

The p rac tica l change o f lin e  th a t

Due to  technica l d ifficu lties, we 
had to  ho ld  up the pu b lica tio n  of 
the fo llo w in g  le tte r  t i l l  the  pres
ent issue. I t  is  a rep ly  to  the 
D a ily  W orker’s slanderous a ttack 
upon the Am erican Committee o f 
H e lp  to the  Rusian Bolsheviks 
(L e f t  O ppos ition), sent to  the 
press by its  secretary.— Ed.* * * *

A p r il 26, 1933.
To the E d ito r  o f the D a ily  W o rk e r : 
Comrade E d ito r,

T he  D a ily  W orker o f A p r i l 25th, 
under the  heading “ Norm an Thomas 
Sympathizes w ith  B r it is h  Spies” , 
carries an e d ito r ia l describ ing our 
Committee and cha racteris ing  its  ef- 
fo rtc . I t  describes th is  com m ittee 
as “ a group o f renegades and ad
venturers who set up  a special or- 
ganiztion, the career o f w h ich  is 
dedicated to  ca lum n ia ting  the So
v ie t U n ion” , and as “ the  Am erican 
branch o f an in te rn a tio n a l organ i
zation headed by T ro tsky  who in  
a l l his actions lives up to  the cha r
acte riza tion  of Comrade S ta lin  as 
the leader o f the  advance-guard of 
counter-revo lu tion” . The rest o f 
the a rtic le  is m ostly  taken up w ith  
a v ic ious and slanderous a tta ck  on 
Sidney Hook, and other members of 
the committee. Nowhere, o f course, 
is there the s ligh test a ttem pt to  
show any connection w ith  e ither 
Norm an Thomas o r the B r it is h  
spies.

W'e consider i t  necessary, firs t, 
to state our own position, and sec
ond, to expose the tw o  fundam ent
a lly  false statements quoted above: 
th a t the tr ie d  and tested Bolshe
v iks  whom  we are t ry in g  to save 
fro m  hunger and p riva tio n  are a 
gang o f counter-revolutionaries, 
and th a t we are ca lum n ia ting  the 
Soviet Union by po in ting  to  the 
harsh conditions o f li fe  in  a l l  s tra 
ta  o f the  population, aggravated by 
the in te rn a l c ris is  in  the  Soviet 
Union, and p a rtic u la r ly  harsh fo r  
the im prisoned and deported Bol
sheviks o f the L e ft  Opposition.

We are no t conducting a general 
hum an ita rian  appeal fo r  men in  
distress, nor on the other1 hand are 
we appealing on ly  to  those who ac- ( Continued on Page' 2)

Resulted b rough t a sw ing to the 
u ltra -r ig h t w h ich  necessitated a 
w arn ing  on the p a r t o f the L e ft 
Opposition against new opportunist 
excesses on the  s ty le  o f the  d is
g race fu l bloc w ith  Chiang-Kai-Shek 
and the Anglo-Russian Committee. 
In  the U n ited States too, th is  tu rn  
tow a rd  opportunism  became in 
creasingly evident and a t the v a r i
ous Mooney-Scottsboro and May 
Day conferences and committee 
meetings, the representatives o f the 
L e ft Opposition had as th e ir  main 
task, the strugg le against opportu
n is t d is to rtions o f the un ited  fro n t 
by the S ta lin is ts . T h a t was before 
A p r i l 30.

“No n  • • • Not Negotiations”
On A p r i l 30, the C. I .  M ay Day 

manifesto, p rin ted  in  the  D ally  
W orker, not on ly  has no w ord  to 
say any longer about approaching 
the Centra l Committees o f the re
fo rm is ts  o r against a ttack ing  them. 
I t  te lls  us* in  so many w o rd s : “Now  
wc need United F ront from  below, 
not negotiations w ith  top leaders!”

The reason? “ F o r the  leaders of 
the Second In te rn a tion a l, negotia
tions w ith  officials on top  is  mere
ly  a method o f delaying, h indering, 
and d is rup ting  the un ited  fro n t of 
the v /ork ing  class.”

The w o rke r in  the street cannot 
he lp  being amazed by th is  l ig h t 
n ing-quick swerve to  the form er, 
ru inous po licy. The Communist 
w o rke r can ha rd ly  believe his eyes. 
F o r years he had been breath ing 
and ta lk in g  “ un ited fro n t from  be
low ” . On M arch 6, h is In te rn a tion 
a l leaders te ll h im , now we m ust 
approach the top leaders (the  Cen
tra l Com m ittees). A  l i t t le  b it  con
fused, bu t as a d iscip lined comrade, 
the Com m unist fun c tiona ry  ap
proaches the C entra l Committees o f 
the S.P. and the A .F . o f L .

Some go even so fa r  as to  le t 
soc ia lis t speakers go unrefuted, 
w ith o u t d is tingu ish ing  themselves 
fro m  th e ir  re fo rm is t jabbering. 
Some go to the extent of even! dis
tr ib u tin g  the soc ia lis t press from  
Communist p la tfo rm s. (W itness
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N e w  D e a l Diplomacy
Washington Parleys Prepare N e w  W o r ld  Conflict

3 9  D e legates R epresenting 4 5 , 0 0 0  W o rk e rs  in 

S o lid  L e ft  O p p o s it io n  B loc . M a k e s  Pressure 

Felt on P o licy  and Resolutions. Cannon  

E lec ted  on Perm anent N a tio n a l C om .

Progressive Miners Decisive Mass 
Support of Marxist W ing

Because of lack of space we 
are printing only a  sketchy 
news report of the Chicago 
Mooney Congress in  this issue. 
A  fu ll report by comrade GLot- 
zer, an analysis of the great 
battle fought by the L eft Oppo
sition on the flow  of the Con
gress by comrade Cannon, a  se
ries o f illum inating paragraph- 
notes by comrade Oehler and 
the resolutions adopted a t the 
Congress w ill appear in  the 
next issue.

The series o f conversations in  
W ashington, intended to  prepare 
fo r  the in te rna tiona l economic con
ference in  London on June 12, be
tween Roosevelt and MacDonald, 
H e rrio t, Jung, Bennett and others, 
were supposed to . la y  the f  ounda 
tions fo r  an in te rna tiona l under
standing based on) good-w ill and 
m utua l cooperation. The avowed 
purpose was to  prepare fo r  the 
abo lition  o r reduction o f ta r if f  ba r
rie rs  and o ther hindrances to  in 
te rna tiona l trade, to s tab ilize  the 
currencies o f the w orld , and to 
raise the level o f in te rna tiona l 
prices. There was even a sugges
tion  o f extending the “ new deal”  
o f peace and brotherliness to  include 
the preparation for' a rea l disarm  
ament conference.

A ll these illus ions were shattered 
even before the f irs t o f  the con
ferees, MacDonald., set foo t on dry  
land. The decision o f Roosevelt 
to  impose a gold embargo, p rec ip i
tated a sudden depreciation o f the 
d o lla r in  the fo re ign  exchange 
m arket, streng then ing the a b ility  
o f Am erican cap ita l to compete on 
fo re ign  m arkets in  the export o f 
goods, a t the same tim e as i t  weak
ened the a b ility  o f Am erican fin 
ance cap ita l to  finance the export 
o f cap ita l. I t  amounted v ir tu a lly  
to a declaration o f  financia l w a r 
against G reat B r ita in  and France, 
by the ruth less assertion o f the 
r ig h t o f Am erican cap ita lism  to 
deal w ith  its  problems in  its  own 
way w ith o u t regard to  the pretense 
of an in te rna tiona l understanding.

The B r it is h  counter-attack was 
not long in  coming. T w o blows 
were s truck —  a trade agreement 
w ith  A rgentina w h ich  favored the 
export o f B r it is h  goods in  compe
t it io n  w ith  those o f the U n ited 
States, and the announcement th a t 
the B r it is h  fund, fo r  the m anipu
la tio n  o f fo re ign  exchange against 
the  m an ipu la tions o f Roosevelt, 
would be doubled.

The ins in 'cerity  o f th e  offic ia l 
declarations o f the purposes o f the 
conferences had, o f course, been 
made clear long before th is  by the

fa c t th a t Soviet Russia, one o f the 
la rgest buyers and sellers o f goods 
on the earth, had not been inv ited  
to partic ipate.

B u t i f  the  W ashington confer
ences and the in te rna tiona l con fer
ence to be held in  London have not 
the purpose w h ich  they are offic ia l
ly  supposed to have, th a t is  fa r  
from  meaning th a t they have no 
purpose a t a ll.

On the contrary, the te rr if ic  pres
sure o f the cris is  has forced the 
antagonisms between and among 
the im p e ria lis t powers in to  a more 
c r it ic a l stage. Capita lism , organ
ized na tiona lly , cannot solve its  
contrad ictions peacefully on the in 
te rna tiona l scale.

I t  was proposed, fo r  instance, by 
some bourgeois economists to  pool 
the w o rld ’s cen tra l banking gold 
reserves in  one place, such as the 
Bank fo r  In te rn a tion a l Settlements 
in  Basle, and issue an in te rna tiona l 
currency against it .  T h is  im m edi
ate ly  raises the question o f who 
w ould  protect the gold. There is 
no p o lit ic a l o rgan iza tion  correspond
in g  to such an economic ta s k .___
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¿The pa tien t w ork  w h ich  the L e ft 
Opposition has been doing fo r  years 
in  the Mooney movement fro m  coast 
to coast f in a lly  bore f r u it  a t the 
N a tiona l Fre<? Mooney Chicago Con
gress. The Congress was the la rg 
est, and in  many respects, the most 
s ign ifican t un ited  fro n t conference 
since the “ th ird  period”  tu rn  to 
u ltra -le ftism  and its  bastard, the 
un ited fro n t from  below, doomed 
the Communist movement to sec
ta r ia n  iso la tion. I t  appears th a t 
there were more than 1500 delegates 
present from  a ll over the United 
States. They came fro m  the U n
employed League o f Los Angeles, 
the an th rac ite  regions of Pennsyl
vania, the coal areas o f Kentucky, 
from  M inneapolis and St. Louis and 
Chicago and New Y o rk  and P h ila 
delphia and Boston and scores of 
o ther places.

P o lit ic a lly  the Congress was no 
less broad. The Communist Par,ty 
sent H a thaw ay from  its  C .E .C .; 
there were delegates from  Socialist 
P a rty  locals, the entire  Chicago 
Yipsel movement was represented, 
the P ro le ta rian  Party , the United 
W orkers P arty , the League fo r  In 
d u s tria l Democracy, the C.P.L.A., 
its  next o f k in , the Loveston ites: 
and the L e ft Opposition were rep
resented. There were numerous 
delegates from  A .F . o f L. locals, in 
dependent unions and the Progres
sive M iners o f Am erica. The I.W .W ., 
fa rm ers ’ organizations and A na r
chists were also represented. De
fense organizations were there, too : 
the I.L .D ., the Mooney M olders’ De
fense Committee, the  A.C.L.-U., Gen
era l Defense Committee.

Martial Law Reigns in Farm Area; 
Prepare for National Grain Strike

F ifteen  hundred farm ers, assem
bled a t a convention o f the N a
tio n a l H o lid ay  Association in  Des 
Moines, Iow a, hase voted d rastic  
measures to  be taken im m ediate ly, 
fio re lieve th e ir  m isery and to  
stave off the a ttack o f the bankers 
and the govenment in  th e ir  much- 
flaunted bu t h ig h ly  deceptive “ re
organ iza tion”  schemes. T ak in g  
place d ire c tly  under the shadow o f 
the s t ir r in g  anti-fo reclosure battles 
a t Lem afs, Denison and o ther cen
ters o f the fa rm  figh t area, the 
convention w en t way above the 
head o f the hen-livered organizers 
and leaders in  the m ilita n t senti
m ent expressed.

A . C. Townley, the N a tiona l P a r
tisan League organizer, warned the 
farm ers th a t they were being forced 
in to  “ bloody revo lu tion ” . “ L e t her 
come” , somebody shouted and the 
shout was greeted w ith  loud cheers. 
The convention adopted the p ro
posal fo r  a g ra in  s tr ik e  to  be be
gun M ay 13 and to  sweep over no 
less than  th irtee n  of the decisive 
a g ric u ltu ra l states.

Several days before, 600 farmers, 
pro testing  against attem pts o f in 
surance companies and banks to  
foreclose mortgages, dragged Judge 
C. C. B rad ley fro m  his courtroom  
in  Lemars, Iowa, when he refused 
to swear he w ould sign no more 
m ortgage foreclosures. The judge 
was released on ly  a fte r he had been 
rough ly handled by the enraged 
men. In  Denison, the farmer's, 800 
strong, battled a s h e riff and 40 
deputies and prevented them from  
selling the fa rm  o f J. F. Shields. 
More than 13 counties in  no rthe rn  
Iow a are affected by th is  wave o f 
struggle.

The financiers, the Am erican Le
gion, the pu lp its  have a ll rigen en 
masse against the em battled fa rm 
er's and the na tiona l guard has been 
sent in to  action. M a rt ia l law  has 
been proclaimed by Governor Clyde 
H e rr in g  in  P lym outh County where 
the  fa rm ers are most active. The 
c iv i l courts in  the same county have 
been suspended and c o u rt m a rtia l 
substituted. I t  is  reported th a t

many w i l l  be tr ie d  on charges o f 
c rim ina l syndicalism .

A  h i l l  against foreclosures, which 
was passed recently by the  Iow a 
General Assembly, has been de
cla red unconstitu tiona l by the D is 
t r ic t  C ourt and th is  decision is  be
ing  used as the basis fo r  fu r th e r  
foreclosures and s h e riff ’s sales un
der the guard o f troops. The cry  
of “ Red ag ita tio n ”  has been raised 
in  the e ffo rt to scare the farm ers 
and to ju s t i fy  the measures against 
them.

The wave o f m ilita n cy  on the 
farm s is a ll the more notew orthy 
since i t  shows th a t the farm ers are 
not being taken in  by the hu llaba l
loo about Roosevelt’s “ New Deal” . 
The strugg le  is going on in  spite 
o f the adm in is tra tion  measures, es
pecia lly the so-called “ contro lled 
in fla tio n ” , w h ich  is supposed to aid 
in  the so lu tion  o f the ag ra rian  c r i
sis. The rebellion o f the farm ers 
can ajjd should be co-ordinated w ith  
the movement o f the  workers 
against the Roosevelt program  
w hich w i l l  fu r th e r  depress the l iv 
ing  'conditons o f the c ity  to ilers. 
To expect the farm ers, in  th e ir  
location, to ca rry  the fig h t through 
to the  end o r to  expect them to 
g ive the lead in  a mass revo lt 
against the attacks o f cap ita lism  is 
mere utopia. The farm ers can and 
w i l l  figh t against cap ita lism  only 
under the leadership of the w ork ing  
class and its  revo lu tiona ry  party.

T he  need o f the  moment is a 
national w o rk ing  class movement 
to figh t against im pending in fla 
tion  wage cuts, a na tiona l o rgan i
zation which w il get contact w ith  
the broad movement o f the fa rm 
ers and conlcude figh ting  agree
ments w ith  it .  F o r tha t, i t  is ne
cessary fo r  the Communist p a rty  to  
creep ou t o f its  sectarian ground- 
hole and take the lead- The main 
task is  to ra l ly  the workers fo r  
un ited action. Under the leader
ship o f a un ited w o rk ing  class, the 
fig h tin g  a lliance of the p ro le ta ria t 
and the farm ers cah open up un
dreamed o f v istas o f successful ac
tion .

The outstanding mass organiza
tion  present was fa r  and away the 
Progressive Miner's o f Am erica 
whose delegation was headed by 
comrade .A lla rd . These delegates 
represented the c rys ta lliz in g  le ft  
w ing in  the P.M.A., th a t is to  say, 
the most advanced section o f the 
Am erican trade unions. T he ir1 in 
fluence counted heavily against the 
over-weaker attem pts o f the S ta l
in is ts  to sew up the un ited fro n t 
conference w ith  th e ir rou tine , ma
chine contro l, directed, in  the f irs t 
instance, against the L e ft Opposi
tion. The P.M.A. delegation th rew  
its  w e igh t in to  the scale against 
the S ta lin is ts  to elect comrade Can
non to  the Resolutions Committee. 
And upon its  demand comrade Can
non was elected to  the Permanent 
N a tiona l Committee.

The delegation of the  L e ft Oppo
s itio n  numbered 39. Included in  
from  the St. Louis Mooney U n ited 
F ron t Conference (Payer, Secre
ta ry ) ,  St. Louis Mooney Molders 
Defense Committee (M cM ille n ), 
Chicago Ita lia n  Spartacus W orkers 
Club, Chicago U nited F ro n t A n ti-  
Fascist Committee, Chicago League 
o f Struggle fo r  Negro R ights, Chi
cago I.L .D ., M inneapolis Teamsters 
Union, M inneapolis Mooney Molders 
Defense Committee, the Unemployed 
League o f Los Angeles (C u rtis  by 
p ro xy ), the Progressive M iners o f 
America, the Progressive M iners La 
dies A u x ilia ry , the Progressive 
Trade Union Educationa l Com m it
tee (G illespie Conference). There 
were delegates from  the St. Louis, 
Chicago, Minneapolis, Springfield, 
I llin o is  and New Y ork  Branches, 
the Minneapolis, Chicago and New 
Y ork Spartacus Y outh  Clubs, the 
Chicago TJriser K a m i Club, the  C hi
cago N o rth  and South Side Friends 
of the M ilita n t Clubs, the Chicago 
In te rn a tio n a l W orkers School.

B u t i t  was not in  the number 
o f delegates th a t the significance 
o f ou r delegation lay. A nd  not en
t ire ly  in  the number' o f organiza
tions represented although tha t, 
too, speaks volumes fo r  the w ork  
done in  local conferences and o r
ganizations fo r years to roo t our
selves in  the movement. W ha t 
stands out, w ha t “ thunders in  the 
index” , w ha t po in ts the way to  the 
fu tu re  is thq fac t th a t our 39 dele
gates represented 45,000 workers, 
the re in  is the measure o f our 
strength and influence!

The ro l l c a ll:  from  St. Louis—  
representatives o f 3,000 in  the lo 
cal united fro n t Mooney conference; 
from  M inneapolis— representatives 
of 5,000 workers in  the Teamsters 
U n io n ; fro n r Los Angeles— a repre
sentative o f 5,000 workers in  the 
Los Angeles Unemployed League; 
and, o f course, the representatives 
from  the G illespie T rade Union 
Conference and Progressive M iners 
o f Am erica— 30,000 workers.

As the Congress proceeded the 
decisive w eight of our delegation 
made its e lf fe lt. O ther forces were 
attracted to  our banner. L e ft  So
c ia lis t, Yipsel, U n ited (Workers 
Party , I.W .W . and other P.M.A. 
delegates voted w ith  us on various 
questions. On our m ino rity -repo rt 
amendment to  the m ain resolution 
we mustered the  largest m in o rity  
vote o f the Congress.

The S ta lin is t steering committee 
attem pted once again to reel off a 
ho llow  masquerade fo r  a un ited 
fron t. Once m ore the M arx is t 'w in g  
o f the movement raised its  voice 
fo r  a serious consideration o f po l
icy and program. F ig h tin g  too th 
and n a il we carried the day. We 
quote fro m  comrade Oehler’s notes:

“ U n til the after'noon o f the th ird  
day the conference was, in  the 
main, ju s t one long mass meeting. 
In  fact, the S ta lin is ts  intended to  
ca ll off the th ird  day’s session to  
enable them to c a rry  on tw o  days 
o f mass meetings, to w ind up w ith  
the big  M ay D ay Stadium  mass 
m eeting and end up the conference 
by passing a m anifesto bursting  
w ith  propaganda, but void o f a con
crete program  o f action. A t  the 
end o f the f irs t  day the mass pro
test o f the  delegates prevented the 
change in  plans, caused the S ta l
in is ts  to  re tre a t and continue w ith  
the three-day session. On the sec
ond day they forced the election o f 
a Resolutions Committee, a com
m ittee the pa rty  .forgot about”  
w h ile  they kept everybody enter
ta ined w ith  propaganda speeches 
but no th ing  substantia l on po licy 
and program .”

We can sum up our pa rtic ipa - 

(Continued on Page 2)

The "Daily W orker" and the Defense 
of the Russian Bolshevik Leninists

cept the p rinc ip les o f the L e f t  Op
position. M ost o f the members o f 
our com m ittee are no t members of 
the L e ft  Opposition. We appeal to  
a l l friends o f the October Revolu
tion  to  help save fro m  actua l phy
s ic a l exte rm ina tion , a group o f 
figh ters who have been in  the  fore
fro n t o f the  revo lu tion  in  the B o l
shevik camp, fo r1 the sake o f w ha t 
they have done and w h a t they can 
do fo r the  revo lu tion . W e have 
received unimpeachable evidence o f 
the f r ig h t fu l conditions under 
w h ich  these men are suffering, and 
the recent rem oval o f Rakovsky to  
a d is ta n t po in t in  no rthern  Siberia, 
the deaths o f D. B. R iazanov and 
o f V . Sm irnov in  exile, confirm  our 
fears th a t the physical existence of 
these men is in  danger1. W e have 
a r ig h t  to  ask th a t a ll friends o f 
the October Revolution, fo r  the  sake 
o f the revo lu tion , he lp  us keep 
these men alive.

A nd in  fact, so fa r  m ost o f ou r 
con tribu tions have come fro m  mem
bers and sympathizers o f the Com
m un ist P a rty .

I t  is  charged th a t these men are 
counter-revo lu tionaries. W il l  any
one who cla im s to  be a M a rx is t 
come fo rw a rd  w ith  one single M arx
is t reason w hy hundreds and thou
sands o f revo lu tiona ry  fighters, 
who have gone th rough  the Czar- 
is t te rro r, th tou gh  ex ile  and prison, 
th rough the c iv i l w a r and the fam 
ine, should have gone over to  the 
counter-revo lu tion precisely when 
the soc ia lis t revo lu tion  is  achiev
in g  g rea t trium phs, in  spite o f a l l 
m istakes and difficu lties? I t  is  no t 
a question o f one in d iv id u a l o r a 
hand fu l, b u t o f thousands, o f an 
essential p a rt o f the cadres o f the 
revo lu tion . Is  any M a rx is t satis
fied w ith  such a vu lga r bourgeois 
“ psychological”  exp lanation as the 
“ egotism”  o f one in d iv idu a l, as the 
reason w hy thousands o f the Rus
sian B olshevik cadres o f yesterday 
were transform ed in to  counter-rev
olu tionaries? A nd on top  o f t re 
mendous v ic to ries  and successes o f 
the d ic ta torsh ip , a t tha t?

T h a t these v ic to ries  and sue-
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C.l. Retraces Steps 
in M ay  Day 
Manifesto

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
the  case o f the' dem onstration 
against the H itle r -B ir th d a y  Cele
b ra tion  in  Teutonia H a ll, New Y ork. 
See the M il ita n t  o f A p r i l 29) .

Now, in  the M ay D ay manifesto, 
the In te rn a tio n a l leaders onec more 
te l l  h im : “ Now we need U nited 
F ro n t fro m  below, no t negotiations 
w ith  top leaders!”  Can the Com
m un ist w orker he lp being bew ild 
ered? Can th is  la tes t step do any
th in g  bu t increase the confusion in  
the Communist ranks? Can such 
people, who change th e ir  policies 
w ith  the weather, expect to  m ain
ta in  th e ir  a u th o r ity  o r even to  he 
taken seriously a t a ll?
W hat W ill Be the Consequences?

The revo lu tiona ry  movement is 
no t a game o f leap fro g  and no 
m a tte r how deeply the disease o f 
bureaucra tic  centrism , o f unex
plained com m ands-from  above may 
have penetrated in to  the ranks of 
the Com m unist pa rty , the Commu
n is t w o rke r cannot go on sw itch ing  
h is  line  o f m arch w ith  such fierce 
tw is ts  inde fin ite ly . The law s o f 
f r ic t io n  have th e ir  fu n c tio n  in  p o li
tics as w e ll. A nd any one o f these 
numerous S ta lin is t turns-about- 
face, w ith o u t exp lanation and w ith 
out previous preparation , m ust f i
n a lly  serve as the s traw  th a t 
breaks the cam el’s back.

The bureaucra tic  reversion to  the 
‘ ‘un ited  fro n t fro m  below” — if ,  in  
its  a im  to  cover up the bankruptcy 
o f the whole previous S ta lin is t 
“ th ird  period”  course, i t  does no t 
stop w ith  the mere m outh ing of 
phrases in  manifestos— is bound to  
ca ll fo r th  a v io len t reaction w ith in  
the ranks o f the  pa rty . M any re
sponsible and serious comrades 
breathed a breath o f re lie f when 
the M arch 6, C .l. reso lu tion cleared 
the road fo r  ac tua l progress in  
mass united f ro u t actions.

The Le n in is t un ited  fro n t tac tic  
applied to  the Am erican socialists 
in  the Mooney and M ay Day confer
ences and actions has th ro w n  the 
re fo rm is t p a rty  in to  convulsions 
and brought about successful and 
concrete results.

The question o f the un ited fro n t 
has sharpened the in te rna l con flic t 
w ith in  the S.P. trem endously and 
the treacherous, die-hard stand of 
the H il lq u it  fac tio n  has served to  
increase the L e ft  w ing trend  w ith 
in  it .

The whole Chicago d is tr ic t o f the 
S.P. and other numerous Y.P.S.L. 
locals have been expelled by the 
H i l lq u it  clique on the very issue of 
the un ited fro n t w ith  the  Commu
nists, w h ich  thp former' have car
ried  th rough in  several localities.

The pow erfu l M ay Day demon
stra tions and the healthy1 reactions 
o f the soc ia lis t workers to  them 
were in  themselves the best v in d i
cation fo r  the Le n in is t un ited fro n t 
tactic. A nd a ll th is  has taken place 
w ith in  the b rie f period o f the s ix  
Weeks, in  w h ich  the C .l. had given 
up the  blunders o f the “ un ited 
f r o n t  fro m  below” .

The responsible p a rty  comrade 
could no t have overlooked a ll these 
developments and could no t have 
missed th e ir  significance. The S tal
in is t  bureaucrat w i l l  have a d iffi
c u lt tim e  exp la in ing  to  h im  w ha t 
i t  is th a t prevented the leaders o f 
the Second In te rn a tio n a l from  
using “ negotiations w ith  officials on 
top”  as “ m erely a method o f delay
ing, h indering  and d is rup ting  the 
un ited  f ro n t”  on M arch 6 and w hy 
th is  suddenly becomes a fa c t only 
on A p r i l 30.

The serious Com m unist workers 
w i l l  rep ly  to  the bureaucrats and 
say to  th e m : W e know very  w e ll 
th a t the socia list leaders w i l l  a t
tem pt to delay, h inder and d is rup t 
the un ited  fro n t  o f the w ork ing  
class. They always have.

W hat the Serious Communist 
W orkers W ill Say

We also know th a t the masses of 
re fo rm is t workers do w an t united 
actions. They have shown i t  on 
M ay Day, they have shown i t  by 
th e ir  strhggle against the  d is rup t
in g  leaders inside th e ir  own ranks.

We can see, fu rthe rm ore, the  pro
cess of s w ift  d is in tegra tion  th a t is 
overtaking the  Second In te rn a tio n 
a l a fte r  the collapse of the German 
social democracy and the impend
ing debacle o f “ Austro -M arx ism ” . 
The re fo rm is t fakers have already 
begun to  be alarm ed and i t  is to 
be expected th a t in  the  fu tu re  they 
w i l l  especially exe rt themselves 
w ith  shouting fo r  w o rk ing  class 
u n ity  and fo r  un ited action in  the 
fu tu re .

The socia list masses are m oving 
to the L e ft and the socia lis t mis- 
leaders w i l l  use evqry possible 
“ L e ft”  fuse to m a in ta in  th e ir  con
t ro l o f them. The task o f exposing 
the  re fo rm is t betrayers and o f 
loosening th e ir con tro l of the 
masses th a t fo llo w  them is a l l the 
more urgent in  th is  especially fa v 
orable s itua tion .

The Len in is t un ited fro n t tactic, 
therefore, holds a ll its  force as the 
on ly  method o f fu l l f i l l in g  the revo
lu tio n a ry  task o f the m om ent I t  
is  our du ty  to  apply i t  We have 
no in te rest in  rep lenish ing the 
sha tte ring  prestige o f the  bankrup t 
S ta lin is t bureaucracy. O ur in te r
ests coincide w ith  the needs of the 
revo lu tiona ry  w o rk ing  class.

The L e ft  Opposition w i l l  continue 
its  w o rk  o f exp lanation and c la r i
fica tion  and find common ground 
w ith  Communist »workers on th is  
basis. Together w ith  them and in  
merciless struggle against c rim ina l 
S ta lin ism , i t  w i l l  help in  re-estab- 
IiShing the M a rx is t p a rty  o f the 
in te rna tiona l p ro le ta ria t.

— S. GORDON.

M o o n e y  M e e t
(Continued from  Page 1)

tion  in  the Congress in  the words
o f Cannon: “ --------the greatest-by-
far-advance we have yet made in  
estab lish ing ou r id e n tity  and pres
tige  in  the un ited  f ro n t movement.”  
The L e ft  O pposition w i l l  no t rest 
w ith  tha t. Mooney is s t i l l  in  ja i l .  
M uch remains to be done. The 
movement m ust rise to  greater 
heights. A nd w ith  i t  w i l l  rise  the 
s ta r o f the L e ft  Opposition.

The Congress was a  smashing 
rep ly  to  the sabotage and d isrup
tion  o f the Socialist P a rty  leader
ship. I t  is  true  th a t they held back 
la rge sections o f the workers from  
p a rtic ip a tion  in  the Congress. B u t 
the Congress its e lf is  an excellent 
take-off to overcome the d iv is ion  o f 
the w orkers and un ite  the ranks 
fo r  Mooney’s release.

T h a t depends on the fu r th e r  ap 
p lica tion  of the correct un ited fro n t 
tactic . We are s tr iv in g  w ith  m igh t 
and m ain to ho ld  the p a rty  to  the 
correct line. The S ta lin is ts  are 
sw inging fa r  to  the r ig h t. The po l
icy they pursue w i l l  be a resu ltan t 
between th e ir  opportunism  and the 
correct L e n in is t po licy  o f the L . O.

I t  w i l l  be an uneven policy. Here 
i t  w i l l  be weak, there strong, de
pending on the streng th  o f the 
L e f t  Opposition.

The M ay D ay M anifesto o f the 
C. I .  can affect th is  strugg le only 
adversely. I f  the pa rty  attem pts 
to reve rt to  the un ited fro n t, from  
below as the C .l. demands, the good 
w ork  done so fa r  in  the Mooney 
movement —  and not on ly in  the 
Mooney movement —  w i l l  be 
wrecked.

T h is  m ust no t happen. W e do 
no t believe th a t the p a rty  rank and 
file  w h ich  has seen w ith  its  own 
eyes how f r u it fu l  the un ited fro n t 
ta c tic  can be fo r  the movement and 
Communism w i l l  pe rm it the C .l. 
bureaucrats and th e ir  cablegram 
appointees to  ram  th is  down th e ir 
throats. The p a rty  members m ust 
take a definite stand against th is  
new “ tu rn ”  and press ha rd  to  re
ta in  w h a t we have won a t such 
great cost.

The L e ft  Opposition w i l l  continue 
to  figh t fo r  a correct un ited fro n t 
tac tic . O nly w ith  the use of th is  
instrum ent can we bu ild  the move
ment to  free  Tom  Mooney.

George B ernard  Shaw, the patron 
sa in t o f Russia and the man who 
read M arx  before Lenin, is  no o r
d ina ry  person No indeed! W ith 
ou t a ttem pting  to analyze the pec
u lia r itie s  of the Fabian m ind, i t  
is  il lu m in a tin g  to  po in t ou t the 
tendencious s im ila r ity  o f ideas 
Which exists between one o f the 
authors o f Shavian Socialism  and 
the theoretica l exponent o f socia l
ism  in  one country.

In  his speech a few weeks ago, 
Shaw, emphasizing the inadm is
s ib ili ty  o f app ly ing  M a rx ’s doc
trines to  England or Russia 
(he d idn ’t  say w hether they 
were a ll r ig h t fo r  Germany 
o r any coun try) exto lled the 
v irtue s  o f S ta lin  because he- 
had deleted M arx. Shaw men
tioned th a t a t the tim e the Labor 
p a rty  was organized in  England 
they, knew about M arx  and German 
Socialism, but when i t  was brought 
before the English pub lic  there was 
not a single word about M arx  in  
it .  _He sim p ly fo rg o t to  m ention 
the fa c t th a t M arx, in  s tud y ing  
the development o f cap ita lism , used 
no t Germany fo r his experim ental 
w o rk  bu t England. H is  monument
a l achievement, Das K a p ita l, con-

W age Cuts fo r  Beet W o rkers
The sugar beet workers of the 

M ounta in  States are to  be paid 
th is  year according to  the income 
from  the crop, th a t is, they are 
to  be pa id on a share basis.

The Great W estern Sugar Co. 
has p rin ted  tw o  form s o f labor 
contracts to  be d is tribu te d  to  
growers. One fo rm  contemplates 
the share basis, bu t the d iv is ion o f 
the crop is le f t  in  blank, to  be f i l l 
ed by each grower and h is labor'

Washington Conversations Prepare 
the Ground for New W orld  Conflicts

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
On the con tra ry, as the nation, 

the p o lit ic a l expression o f im p e ria l
ism, has assumed increasing ly heavy 
tasks (deeper in te rven tion  in to  eco
nomic affa irs, ta r iffs , subsidies, 
government financing o f p riva te  
corporations, e tc.) the in te rna tion 
al p o lit ic a l organ ization o f  capital, 
the League o f Nations, has increas
ing ly  proved its  impotence (note es
pecia lly  the Japanese occupation 
of M anchuria in  re la tio n  to the po l
icy of the League o f N a tions).

The struggle fo r  w o rld  markets, 
carried  to a h igher po in t by the 
force o f the cris is, is being met 
w ith  a series o f proposals, consti
tu tin g  the program  of the economic 
conference o f London, w h ich  amount 
to a restora tion  o f the “ free m ar
ke t”  o f the Manchester libera ls . A t  
the same tim e i t  is  proposed by gov
ernment action, th a t is, by the ne
gation of the free m arket, to  sta
b ilize  currencies and raise w o rld  
prices.

N o r are these aims separate and 
d is tinct. The con trad ic tion  cannot 
be solved even by a ttack ing  i t  p a rt 
by part, one problem a t a tim e. The 
connection o f currency s tab iliza tion  
w ith  the strugg le fo r  m arkets has 
been am ply shown by Roosevelt's 
action on the gold embargo and by 
Great B r ita in ’s counter-attack. The 
connection between the in te rn a tio n 
a l price level and the  in te rna tiona l 
movement o f commodities is equally 
c lose; the purpose o f the m an ipu la
tion  o f trade ba rrie rs  and wage 
levels has been to  m a in ta in  as high 
a level o f prices in te rn a lly  as pos
sible, w h ile  a t the same tim e  ex
po rting  com petitive ly as much as

possible and thus breaking down 
the in te rna tiona l price level.
Basic Conflict: Anglo-American 

Interests
The fo rthcom ing  economic con

ference, prepared fo r  by the con
versations a t W ashington, w i l l  
therefore be a battleground o f con
f lic tin g  im p e ria lis t in terests. The 
basic con flic t between the United 
States and Great B ritta in , w h ich  
has already blazed out in  the pre
lim in a ry  skirm ishes centering 
around the gold standard and the 
A rgentine  m arket, w i l l  be moved to 
another in te rna tiona l arena. A p 
p rop ria te ly  enough, a fte r W ashing
ton comes London.

I t  is  en tire ly  probable th a t agree
ments of a technica l character may 
be reached as to curency regulation, 
perhaps even as to  certa in  details 
o f trade restric tion . These w i l l  not 
m in im ize the con flic t o f im p e ria lis t 
interests, bu t on the con tra ry  pre
pare the ground fo r  it .

Monopoly cap ita l w i l l  no t vo lun
ta r ily  abdicate, through in te rn a tio n 
a l agreement, the specific advan
tages which i t  derives from  its  con
tro l o f the na tiona l State. Nor 
w i l l  i t  create any in te rna tiona l po
l i t ic a l a u th o rity  w h ich  can decide 
fro m  above on such questions of 
li fe  o r death as the strugg le fo r  
markets. The on ly  k in d  of in te rna 
tio n a l agreement w h ich is possible 
is th a t w h ich is imposed by a v ic 
to rious nation, o r bloc o f nations, 
on a defeated enemy b loc; in  other 
words, the T reaty  o f Versailles on 
a s t i l l  fu r th e r  enlarged scale. B y 
exhausting the a lte rna tive  possib il
ities  o r ra the r im possib ilities o f 
peaceful agreement, as w e ll as by 
opening up the d irec t economic and

contractor. The other fo rm  pro
vides a f la t payment.

The growers’ association, egged 
on by the bankers, are bent on the 
share basis, however, and propose 
th a t throughout the  m onths of 
May, June, Ju ly , August, Septem
ber and October no t more than 75 
cents per acre per m onth be paid 
the fie ld workers. They have to  
w a it fo r  the balance, i f  the re  is 
any balance, u n t il the fa rm e r gets 
his las t re turns from  the  com
pany.

The company looks a fte r  its  in 
terests a t the present tim e w ith  the 
aid o f the Beet G rowers’ Associa
tion , bu t in  years past in  defiance 
o f th is  association, opposing it .  
T h is  association, according to  the 
report o f its  S te rling  d is tr ic t  d ir 
ector, as w r itte n  up in  the S terling  
Advocate o f S terling, Colo., M arch 
24, 1933, looks a fte r the farm ers 
in terests by pushing the burden o f 
the hardships onto the agrarian 
p ro le ta ria t. The paper states the 
fo llo w in g : “ Representatives o f the 
growers were agreed, M r. Sm ith 
said, (S m ith  is the S te rling  dis
t r ic t  d irec to r) th a t w ith  the com
pany’s con tract inde fin ite  as to  
payment to growers, the growers 
cannot bind themselves to  a hard 
and fa s t wage agreement fo r com
pensation to fie ld workers.

A ll th a t is le ft  fo r  the ag ricu l
tu ra l workers, there, is  to oppose 
th is  com bination o f bourgeois and 
pe tty  bourgeois enemies w ith  a 
un ion o f th e ir  own. Last year they 
m anifested a tremendous w i l l  ,to 
organize and figh t bu t la d e d  ex
perience in  function ing in  organiz
ed m anner and lacked able leaders. 
Due to the fa c t th a t most o f them 
are Mexicians, Spanish speaking 
comrades should be sent in to  the 
fie ld there now as so to  organize 
an ‘effective s tr ik e  to begin w ith  
the beginning o f the th in n in g  
season.

B e tte r wages fo r  them, i f  i t  is 
possible to  w in  them a t a ll, can be 
wrested from  th e ir enemies i f  they 
h it  them d u rin g  the th in n ing  
season as workers have i t  w ith in  
th e ir  power d u rin g  th is  season to  
make i t  impossible th a t there be 
a crop. — GEORGE J. SAUL.

cerns its e lf  chiefly w ith  the g row th  
o f cap ita lism  in  England. W hy 
then d id  the leaders o f the Labor 
pa rty  find  i t  inadm issib le to apply 
M a rx ’s conclusions to the  very 
country from  w h ich they were 
drawn? The sham eful betrayals 
o f the E ng lish  p ro le ta r ia t are no 
accidents. They are o n ly  the by
products o f a consistent po licy la id  
down a t the very  outset.

Yet th is  best disciple o f M arx  
finds h is counterpart in  the  best 
disciples o f Lenin. S ta lin  is  a 
great leader, he says, because he 
is  a na tiona lis t. A l l  the  m istakes 
made by the other Communists 
(presum ably he means Len in  and 
T ro tsky, a lthough no names aré 
m entioned) were due p r im a r ily  to 
a M arx ian  po licy. F rom  th is  line  
o f reasoning i t  fo llow s th a t the 
October revo lu tion  was a m istake, 
a defeat: w h ile  the na tio n a lis t po l
icy  o f S ta lin  w h ich  brought ru in  
to the Chinese and German revo lu
tions was no m istake bu t a g reat 
v ic to ry . I t  is  on ly necessary to 
ask, fo r  whom? The S ta lin ists, 
long before Shaw discovered them 
also knew how to ca ll a defeat a 
v ic to ry . The in fa l l ib i l i t y  of the 
leadership is preserved, even w ith  
the aid o f B ernard Shaw. T h is 
mountebank has the  tem erity  to say 
th a t S ta lin  has been successful in  
his policies.

As fo r  Am erica, Shaw advises us 
to  scrap our constitu tion . B u t 
how? N ot a word about this. Un
questionably he would p re fe r to  
have us th row  overboard not a 
life lin e  bu t an anchor, since i t  
makes no difference to h im  whether 
we use M arx ism  o r S talin ism . H ow 
ever', in  th is  a l l im p o rtan t m atte r 
the L e ft O pposition w i l l  eventually 
prove to the Am erican w o rk ing  
class, as w e ll as the w o rld  p ro 
le ta ria t, th a t th is  can on ly be done 
under the banner o f M arxism .

— D. BELLO,WS.

G a l a  A f f a i r
An exceptional evening o f a r tis tic  

en terta inm ent has been arranged 
by the In te rn a tio n a l W orkers 
School fo r  its  ga la benefit program  
to  be held hext Saturday evening, 
May 18, a t 8:15 p.m. a t the Tow n 
H a ll, 43rd Street and 6th Avenue.

M aria  Theresa, o f the o r ig in a l 
Isadora Duncan group, w i l l  appear 
in  three groups o f dance numbers 
to  music by Chopin. H e r s ty le  rep
resents the most authentic in te r
p re ta tion  o f the classical dance 
w ith  wh ich she has been associated 
fo r  years by a ll lovers o f the dance.

Diego R ivera  is no t o n ly  the 
greatest m u ra l a r t is t  of th is  gener
ation, bu t has won a unique posi
tion  as a speaker on a r t  from  the 
p ro le ta rian  v iewpoint. To the in 
terest a lways aroused by his ap
pearance as a speaker is added the 
fa c t th a t h is sub ject w i l l  be the 
w ork  wh ich he is  now in  process of 
com ple ting a t Radio C ity , w h ich  
has aroused such wide-spread dis
cussion ; to top i t  a ll, fo r  the f irs t 
tim e in  Am erica he w i l l  de liver a

chalk ta lk  to illu s tra te  his lecture.
M aria  W ine tska ja  has an estab

lished repu ta tion  both in  the opera- 
houses o f th is  cou n try  and abroad, 
and as a singer of fo lk  songs. H er 
r ich  and pow erfu l voice and her 
sym pathetic understand ing w i l l  
con tribu te  to make the evening one 
to be long remembered.

A lb e rt M e iff tau gh t v io lin  p lay
ing, in  association w ith  E frem  
Z im ba lis t, a t one o f the p rem ier 
m usical conservatories of the w orld , 
the C urtis  In s titu te  of M usic, fo r 
five years. H is  p lay ing  is  both 
b r i l l ia n t  and solid, and w i l l  have a 
sure appeal fo r  a ll music-lover's.

T ickets  are priced a t 35 cents, 
50 cents, 75 cents and $1.00, box 
seats $2.00, and are ava ilab le  at 
the In te rn a tio n a l W orkers School, 
120 E. 16th Street, as w e ll as the 
Town H a l l  box office.

In  view  o f its  e x tra o rd in a rily  h igh 
level and d ive rs ity , as w e ll as the 
cause w hich i t  represents, th is  en
te rta inm en t program  no t on ly de
serves bu t w i l l  r ic h ly  rew ard the 
fu lle s t support.

M ay D ay Throughout the W o rld
May 1st was a red le tte r day fo r  

the revo lu tiona ry  w o rk ing  class of 
New Y ork . W ith  a m ilita n t s p ir it  
runn ing high, w ith  the determ ined 
slogans o f Free Tom  Mooney and 
the Scottsboro Boys fro m  the capi
ta lis t fram e-up dungeons, and jeers 
and boos fo r the bloody ru le  o f 
H i t le r  ris in g  loud above the d in  o f 
New Y ork  tra ffic , more than 100,- 
000 w o rk ing  men and women 
marched and demonstrated under 
the red banner o f p ro le ta rian  re 
vo lt. T h is  dem onstration m arks a

The "Daily W orker" and the Defense 
of the Russian Bolshevik Leninists

(Continued from  Page 1)

p o lit ic a l in te rna tiona l struggle 
w ith in  the fram ew ork of a  peaceful 
conference, the conversations a t 
W ashington and the London con
ference are a fu r th e r  step tow ard 
a new w o rld  w ar. —B. J . F IE L D .

cesses are incom plete and in  pa rt 
even con trad ic to ry, m ust no t only 
be adm ited bu t emphasized, in  con
s idering  the s itua tion  o f the im p ris 
oned and deported Bolsheviks o f the 
L e ft Qposition. W here do we get 
the idea th a t there is a shortage 
o f food and m anufactured goods in  
the Soviet Union, th a t the produc
tion  of many branches is unsatis
fac to ry  in  qu a lity  and quan tity , 
th a t many areas w h ich had. been 
prepared fo r  sow ing th is  spring 
are su ffe ring  from  a shortage of 
seed? From  the offic ia l publications 
of the Soviet Government, o f the 
Communist P a rty  o f the  Soviet 
Union, and o f its  organizations— 
from  Pravda, Isvestia , Economic 
L ife  and the re s t! Do these facts 
constitute counter - revo lu tiona ry  
calum ny when P ravda and Isves
t ia  p r in t  them, o r on ly when some
one else p rin ts  them, accepts them, 
o r draws the necesary conclusions 
from  them?

The D a ily  W orker, in  the same 
issue as i t  denounces our com m it
tee fo r  “ ca lum n ia ting  the Soviet 
U n ion,”  w rite s  in  the same tone 
and in  p a rt using the same figur'es 
as the op tim is tic  a rtic le  o f the “ ig 
no ran t”  and “ m isleading”  bour
geois corespondent o f the New York 
Times, W alte r D u ra n ty  (see D aily  
W orker of May 3 ), on the increased 
area o f spring sowing. I t  has con
s is ten tly  concealed the d ifficu lties 
and dangers o f the economic s itua 
tion  in  the Soviet Union from  the 
Am erican workers. Is  th a t sup
posed to be Le n in is t po licy? Has 
the D aily  W orker any excuse fo r  
denouncing the appeal o f th is  com
m ittee as “ calum ny of the Soviet

U n ion”  m erely on the ground tha t 
i t  points to  the rea l d ifficu lties  and 
dangers o f the present c ris is  in  the 
Soviet Union, as affecting the s it
ua tion  of the deported and im p ris 
oned L e ft Oppositionists.

E v id en tly  the ch ild ish  argum ent 
is im plied, tha t whoever te lls  an 
“ unfavorable”  t ru th  about the So
v ie t Union is “ ob jec tive ly ”  a id ing 
the counter-revolu tion . And P rav
da? and Isvestia? Does anyone 
th in k  th a t the rea l counter-revolu
tion is ts  are not fu lly  in form ed o f 
the rea l s itua tion  in  the Soviet 
Union, its  streng th  as w e ll as its  
weakness, and have to  w a it fo r us 
to te ll them about it?

N<r—it  is  obvious th a t the whole 
ed ito ria l is no th ing but a piece o f 
p o lit ic a l blackm ail and ideological 
te rro riza tio n , intended to tu rn  away 
support fro m  our appeal by th re a t
ening open a ttack  and veiled in 
sinuations against those w ho rea
lize, ps we do, the urgent necessity 
o f preserving the physica l ex is t
ence o f thousands, o f tested revo lu 
tionaries who co llective ly consti
tu te  an enormous reservo ir of rev
o lu tio n a ry  energy and experience. 
Such w r it in g  is a disgrace and a 
scandal to the Com m unist move
ment. O ur answer is to redouble 
our efforts to  relieve the desperate 
s itua tion  o f the im prisoned and de
ported Bolsheviks o f the L e ft  Op
position in  the Soviet Union, and 
to  c a ll on a l l  friends o f the Octo
ber R evolution to  assist us.

W ith  revo lu tiona ry  greetings,
The Am erican Committee of the In 

ternational Commission fo r 
Help to the Imprisoned and 
Deported Bolsheviks (L e ft 
O pposition),

B y  B . J . F IE L D ,

The Collapse of the C.P.G. and the Left Opposition
(Continued fro m  page 1)

can replace the perspective o f long 
months o r c iv i l w ar?”  O f course, 
they have replaced i t .  A  few  weeks, 
even days have destroyed complete
ly  the poss ib ility  of th a t more fa v 
orable v a ria n t on w h ich  we count
ed. H it le r  seized the m a te ria l ap
paratus o f power. He routed w ith 
out the least resistance the appar
atus o f the Com m unist pa rty , de
prived  the German workers o f the 
press, forced the re fo rm is ts  to  
break w ith  the Second In te rn a tio n 
a l and to  subm it to  the  Fascist re
gime.

A United F ront Now?
The sharp change in  the s itua 

tion  is c learly  revealed in  the ques
tion  o f the un ited fro n t. To pro
pose a un ited f ro n t  in  Germany be
tween the tw o  parties now would 
be doc trina ire  s tup id ity . There 
was a period when the social dem
ocratic apparatus found its e lf  un
der the yoke o f advancing Fascism 
on one side and the pressure o f its  
own masses on the  other —  th a t 
tim e should have been u tilized . 
Now, a fte r the defeat, the  social 
democracy licks  the boots o f H it le r  
and sees in  th a t the on ly  means fo r  
its  salvation. I f  tw o  years ago 
B re itsheid considered i t  necessary to 
scare the bourgeoisie by a bloc w ith  
Communists, now W eis and Co. are 
interested in  reco iling demonstra
tive ly  not only fr'om the Communists 
bu t fro m  the Second In te rn a tio n a l 
itse lf.

The proposal o f a un ited fro n t  
now would on ly  place the Commu
n is t C. E. C. in  a rid icu lous position 
and w ould be o f service to the social 
dem ocratic p a rty  adm in is tra tion . 
P o litics  knows no absolute form ulas. 
I ts  slogans are concrete, th a t is, 
tim ed to  defin ite circumstances. 
(W h a t has been said above does 

not, o f course, exclude, even today,

The German W orkers W il l  
Rise A g a in ; Stalinism 

N ever!
agreements between the Communist 
and the social dem ocratic organiza
tions in  the enterprises, in  the d is
tr ic ts , etc., as w e ll as agreements 
w ith  o ther L e f t  w ing  groups which 
w i l l  inev itab ly  break off from  the 
offic ia l social democracy).

The average German w o rke r as 
w e ll as the  average Com m unist feels 
lik e  a tra v e lle r who has suffered 
shipwreck. H is  organizations, press, 
h is hoeps fo r a be tte r fu tu re— a ll 
are drowned in  the waves o f Fasc
ism. The thoughts o f the  sh ip
wrecked are d irected no t tow ard  
b u ild in g  a new sh ip bu t tow ard  get
t in g  shelter and a piece o f bread. 
A  depressed s p ir it  and p o lit ic a l in 
difference are the inevitab le  conse
quences o f such g igantic  catastro- 
phies. B u t the p o lit ic a l awakening 
o f the more enduring, o f the firm  
and courageous w i l l  in ev itab ly  be 
tied up. w ith  the though t o f a new 
ship.

As characteriz ing the present s it 
ua tion in  w h ich  the deepest layers of 
the German p ro le ta ria t find  them
selves, I  consider most im portan t 
the rep o rt th a t in  the m a jo rity  o f 
enterprises the  o ld  shop committees 
have been ousted and replaced by 
cells o f Nazis. T h is  “ re form ”  passed 
so qu ie tly  th a t the fo re ign  press d id  
not even reflect it .  B u t th is  is no t 
a m a tte r o f the ed ito ria l board o f a 
newspaper, o r o f  the Liebknecht 
House, o r even of a pa rliam en ta ry  
faction, th a t is, i t  is no t a m a tte r 
of d is tan t heights, bu t o f the very 
base in  production  o f the p ro le ta ria t

the shop. The lack o f resistance 
against the ousting o f shop com
m ittees denotes an acute paralysis 
o f the w i l l  o f the mases under the 
influence o f treachery and sabotage

a t the top.
The Isolation of the Apparatus

The Communist p a rty  has gath
ered du ring  the las t years up to  s ix  
m illio n  votes. In to  the s trugg le , i t  
d id  not d raw  even one hundred 
thousand, Even the members o f the 
p a rty  did not respond to the appeals 
o f the C. E . C. T h is  fac t alone in 
dicates the f r ig h tfu l iso la tion  of the 
apparatus. W ith  each day th is  iso
la tion  w i l l  grow. The masses are 
no t in terested in  shadings and t r i 
fles. They take events in  toto. The 
masses w i l l  in ev ita b ly  tu rn  th e ir 
back to the p a rty  w h ich  quieted 
th e ir  anx ie ty  w ith  empty form ulas, 
w ith  boasts o f the v ic tories o f to 
m orrow  and led headlong to  a ca
tastrophe.

The s itua tion  o f the German Com
m un ist P a rty  changed so ra d ica lly  
w ith in  the tw o  or three weeks o f 
M arch as in  “ norm al” , “ peaceful”  
times i t  could not have changed in  
tw o decades. The im p e ria lis t epoch 
in  general, is  an epoch o f sharp 
turns. One m ust learn  to  fo llow  
them a tten tive ly  so as no t to  t r ip  
and crack one’s head. We m ust not 
delude our'selves, we m ust give our
selves a fu l l  account o f the extent 
o f the catastrophe— of course, not 
to become te a rfu lly  downcast, bu t to 
s ta rt according to  a new plan, the 
long and stubborn w o rk  required, 
on a new historic base.

N early  a ll those opposing, object 
to  the comparison o f August 4th, 
1914 w ith  M arch 5th, 1933: the  so
c ia l democrats, you see, betrayed the 
p ro le ta r ia t consciously and by th a t 
came nearer to the seats o f p o w e r; 
the S talin ists, however, “ d id  no t 
know ”  how to  defend the p ro le ta ria t 
and landed in  ja ils . Th is difference 
is, o f course, very essential and no t 
accidental. B u t we don’t  have to  
exaggerate its  po litica l significance. 
In  the f irs t  place, the m a jo r ity  a t 
the social democracy even in  1914

C.l. at Crossroads —Interna
tional Proletarian Revo

lution or Extinction
wanted, not to carve out a career', 
but to  “ save”  the pro le ta rian  o r
ganizations, ju s t as the leaders of 
the German Communist P arty , b lin d 
ly1 obedient to the commands of the 
Moscow bureaucracy, th in k  f irs t  of 
a l l of th e ir  apparatus. Secondly, i f  
in  1914 the social democracy came 
nearer to  the seats of power', yet in  
1933, despite a l l its  baseness and 
degradation, i t  came nearer to ja ils . 
We need not doubt th a t in  the end 
i t  w i l l  be crushed and w i l l  yet have 
its  M a tteo tis ; bu t does th is  change 
our general estim ate o f re fo rm is t 
po licy ?

We condemn the apparatus o f the 
German Communist P a rty  not fo r  
“ s tu p id ity ,”  o r “ in a b ility ”  (as cer
ta in  comrades express themselves 
absolutely inco rrec tly ) bu t fo r  bu
reaucratic centrism. I t  is a m atter 
o f a ce rta in  po litica l current, which 
bases its e lf on a defin ite social s tra 
ta, f irs t  o f a l l  in  the USSR, and 
adopts its  po licy to  the needs o f th is  
s tra ta . U n ti l the la test events, the 
question o f w ha t fa c to r would w in  
out in  the German Communist P a r
ty  : the in terests o f the S ta lin is t bu
reaucracy, d r the  log ic  o f the class 
struggle, remained open. Now the 
question is com pletely answered. I f  
events o f such g igan tic  im p o rt could 
not corect the po licy o f the German 
Communist P a rty , i t  means th a t bu
reaucra tic centrism  is absolute ly 
hopeless. And fr'om  th is  fo llow s the 
need of a new pa rty .
The Argument of the “International 

Scale”
B u t the question is solved on an 

in te rna tiona l scale!, ob ject the op
ponents who tu rn  a correct h is to ric

thought in to  a super h is to r ic  ab
straction . The question o f the v ic 
to ry  o f the p ro le ta r ia t— and not 
on ly of its  defeat— is also solved 
on an in te rna tiona l scale. T h is  
does not prevent the p ro le ta r
ia t  o f Russia, w h ich  atta ined 
its  v ic to ry  in  1917 fro m  s t i l l  
w a itin g  fo r  the v ic to ry  in  other 
countries. A nd the opposite process 
can also develop uneven ly : w h ile  the 

I offic ia l German Com m unist P a rty  is 
liqu ida ted  po litica lly , in  o the r coun- 

: tries, and p r im a rily  in  the USSR, 
the pa rty  has no t yet been subjected 
to  a decisive test. H is to r ic  events 
un fo ld  themselves, irrespective o f 
the chess board o f the Com intern.

B u t the Com intern bears the re 
spons ib ility  fo r the German defeat? 
Absolute ly true  In  the cou rt of his- 
to ry, however, ju s t as in  an o rd ina ry  
bourgeois court, no t the  one who 
bears the p rin c ip a l respons ib ility  is 
found liab le , but the one w ho has 
been caught. Now, alas, the appar
atus of the German Communist Par- 

' ty  has been caught between the 
tongs o f h is to ry. The d is tr ibu tion  
o f punishment is rea lly  “ u n ju s t” . 
B u t jus tice  in  general is no t an a t
tr ib u te  o f the h is to ric  process. A nd 

, there is no appeal fro m  it .
| However, le t us no t slander the 
, court o f h is to ry : i t  is  much more 
j serious than  the bourgeois court.
I The liqu id a tio n  o f the German Com- 
, m unist P a rty  is on ly a stage. I t  
w i l l  no t stop there. I f  other sec- 

j  tions o f the Com intern w i l l  learn 
the German lesson, they m ay r ig h t- 

j fu lly  deserve leniency o f h is to ry .
I O therw ise they are doomed. In  th is  
| way, the m ar’ch o f h is to ry  gives to  
the o ther sections s t i l l  some addi- 

! tio n a l tim e to reconsider. We, the 
L e ft Opposition, are on ly  the h is to ric  

j  in te rpre te rs o f the m arch o f devel- 
I opment. T h a t is w hy we do no t 
| break w ith  the T h ird  In te rna tiona l.
I (T o  Be Continued)

milestone in  the pro le ta rian  s trug 
gle fo r  emancipation. I t  was one 
o f the largest and most enthusias
t ic  tu rnouts  seen on the streets of 
New Y ork  fo r  years.

The efforts o f the  leaders o f the 
S.P. to break the u n ity  o f the rev
o lu tiona ry  forces on May D ay and 
th e ir  sham eful collusion w ith  the 
po lice d id  no t succeed in  dampen
ing  the a rdor o f the demonstrator's 
nor stopping the po w e rfu l im p u l
sion towards a common fro n t  o f 
strugg le on M ay Day. The salu- 
tovy and perspicacious act of C arl 
W in te rs  in  ca lling  upon the Social
is t workers not to leave the Square 
a fte r th e ir  dem onstration had con
cluded, bu t to w a it fo r  the U n ited 
F ro n t dem onstration th a t was be
g inn ing  to m arch in , and the cheers 
th a t greeted h im  in  face o f the 
provocation o f the  police proved 
again the dynam ic power o f the 
Le n in is t un ited fro n t ¡policy and 
the inna te possib ilities inherent in  
it.

B oth  the streng th  and the weak
ness of the p a rty  were brought to 
lig h t on M ay 1st. The M ay Day 
dem onstration showed w h a t . re
serves o f sym pathy are la te n t in  
the w o rk ing  class fo r  Communism, 
but the in a b ility  o f the p a rty  to 
m obilize these masses in  its  every 
day struggles, to ra l ly  them in  the 
factories and the trade unions, to 
in teg ra te  them in  the p a rty  is s tr ik 
ing  testim ony to  the blunderous 
and c rim ina l course of S ta lin ism —  
proof o f w hat a brake B ureaucratic  
Centrism is upon mass action and 
the g row th  o f the Communist move
ment. On the other hand, i t  took 
on ly  the m ost elem entary applica
tion  o f the un ited  f ro n t ta c tic  to 
b ring  huge masses in to  the streets 
and to begin a movement o f the 
socia lis t workers away from  the 
morass o f re form ism  and towards 
the camp o f Communism. The 
continued and correct app lica tion  
o f th is  tac tic  can create a serious 
dent in  the ranks o f the social- 
democracy. The la tes t zig-zag o f 
the C .l. (described in  another p a rt 
o f th is  issue) i f  accepted and car
ried out w i l l  arrest th is  process and 
th row  the p a rty  back in to  the iso
la tion  fro m  w h ich i t  is beginning 
to emerge.

The L e ft  Opposition, whose tac
tics  and policies were v ind ica ted 
again on M ay 1st, marched in  the 
United F ro n t parade under its  own 
banners and slogans. More than 
150 members and sym pathizers o f 
the N. Y. B ranch o f the Commu
n is t League (O pposition) form ed 
one of the most m il ita n t  con tin 
gents o f the dem onstration. F rom  
its  ranks echoed the on ly rea l in 
te rna tiona l slogans of the  en tire  
parade. Thousands o f workers 
heard our shouts o f “ Long live  the 
In te rn a tio n a l o f Len in  and T ro t
sky” , andt as we marched in to  Union 
Square, hundreds and thousands o f 
p a rty  members and sym pathizers 
cheered and applauded th is  slogan 
fo r  the regeneration o f the pro le
ta ria n  in te rna tiona l. A  great step 
fo rw a rd  fo r  the L e ft O ppos ition ! 
A  new era opens before the van
guard o f the Communist m ovem ent!

In  Europe M ay Day passed un
der the sign of reaction, under' the 
effects of the German defeat.

M ay 1st in  Paris, once the home 
o f the Commune, was observed by 
p icn ics! No disorders and demon
strations, says the cap ita lis t prpss. 
In  B e rlin  the hideous swastica re 
placed the hammer and sickle, the 
plans of H it le r  fo r  a conscript, en
slaved German w o rk ing  class, were 
masters o f the day. The p ro le ta r
ian banner la y  fu rle d  in  the to rtu re  
chambers and concentration camps 
o f the bestial B row n sh irts . Vienna 
was s ilen t as the grave as 8,000 
troops guarded the streets. In  th is  
c ity , where p ra c tica lly  every inhab
ita n t is a member or sympathizer 
o f the Socialist pa rty , no demon
s tra tion  took place. The bankrup t
cy o f S talin ism  and the treachery 
o f social re form ism  is g ra ph ica lly  
il lu s tra te d  by the p i t i fu l showing 
made in  the capitals o f Europe, 
once the citadels o f p ro le ta rian  re
vo lt.

Soviet Russia was the on ly b r ig h t 
spot am id these heavy clouds o f re
action. The cries o f so lida rity  o f 
the Russian w o rk ing  class fo r  th e ir 
German brothers in  the to ils  o f 
Fascism should have been heard 
long ago bu t even these shouts 
transform ed in to  concrete action 
can once again herald the dawn of 
a new day fo r  the upsurge o f the 
European p ro le ta ria t. A  new rise  
o f in te rna tiona lism  means the doom 
o f S talin ism  bu t the upsurge o f a 
Soviet Europe and a Soviet w orld .

SHAW  A N D  STAL IN


