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PRICE £ UEKTS
In the Illinois Minefields

Prospects of Development 
of the Progressive Miners

The Progressive M iners of Am er­
ica, w h ich took shape in  mass s trug ­
gles against the Operators, th e ir 
state and the Lew is machine, and 
w h ich  atta ined a certa in  s tab iliza ­
tion  o f the union, is now runn ing 
in to  a new period o f class storms 
tha t w i l l  determ ine its  life  o r death, 
o r  its  c rys ta lliza tio n  e ither as a 
un ion o f class strugg le or a union 
o f class collaboration.

The operators, the Peabody Com­
pany, the state and the Lew is 
machine have planned a new drive  
against the Progressive M iners. The 
f irs t  blows in  th is  new cam paign 
have a lready been struck. T he  union 
was not prepared to  meet them and, 
therefore, they have weakened the 
un ion ’s position. T h is  does not 
mean th a t the position o f the P ro­
gressive M iners Union is helpless. 
On the con tra ry , a systematic cam­
paign and correct le ft  w ing  policy, 
the same po licy of s trugg le  th a t 
was so successful in  the b ir th  
stage o f the un ion can b ring  i t  by 
the F a ll o f the year,, the period 
when production w i l l  s ta r t again on 
the w in te r basis, in  a pow erfu l po­
s itio n  to  f ig h t the Operators.

Tendencies in  P . M . A.
The Peabody Coal Company, the 

Operators, the State Forbes (S tate, 
County and C ity ) and Lew is mach­
ine, represent the combined force 
a ttem pting  to crush the Progressive 
M iners o f Am erica. The Progressive 
M iners o f Am erica, lik e  a l l  unions 
of the w o rk ing  class, is composed 
of d iffe ren t tendencies, groups and 
factions w ith  d iffe ren t policies. The 
strugg le against the bosses and th e ir  
agents cannot be separated from  the 
strugg le w ith in  the  union, fo r  a 
correct program . W ith in  the union 
we have as defin ite groups : the 
lt ig h t  w ing  element ; the Musteites ; 
the Socialists, R igh t and L e ft w ing  ; 
the S ta lin is ts  ; the L e ft Opposition. 
The R ig h t w ing  is by no means a 
homogeneous group. A  section 
would lik e  to go back in to  the fo ld  
of the Lew is machine and another' 
section would lik e  to  rem ain prog­
ressives, bu t “ progressives”  p ra c ti­
sing class co llabora tion w ith  the 
sm all operators against the Pea­
body Coal Company.

In  most o f the struggles th a t have 
taken place w ith in  the union up to 
the present, to  determ ine its  char­
acter and role, these seven ten­
dencies in  the m ain d ivided in to  
tw o  camps, the  R igh t w ing  element 
u n it in g  organ izationa lly , bu t the 
le ft w ing  element rem a in ing unor­
ganized.

The line-up in  the m ain  was as 
fo llo w s : The R ig h t w ing  consist o f 
a section desiring to make amends 
to Lewis, o f the confused class co l­
labo ra tion  “ progresives,”  and the 
R ig h t w ing  socialists who w ork  
w ith in  the Progressive Miner's. The 
L e ft w ing  in  the m ain a re : the m il­
ita n t, class-conscious progressives, 
the L e ft  w ing  Socialists, and the 
S ta lin is t and L e ft Opposition w ings 
of the Communist P a rty . The Muste­
ites usua lly  stradd le the fence be-

tween these two camps, always 
land ing in  the camp of the R igh t 
w ing  in  the fina l'' analysis. I t  is 
necessary to prove the above state­
ment.

The main t il in g  necessary a t th is  
stage is to po in t ou t the road ahead 
and the necessary plans fo r  the 
summer p e rio d ; to un ite  the d if f ­
erent p o lit ic a l forces w ith in  the 
Le ft w ing m in im um  program.

P. M . A. and Unemployment
The firs t a ttack of the Peabody 

forces in  the recent period was the 
b itte r  suppression and reign o f te r­
ro r1 against the State H unger March. 
The backbone and bu lk  o f the H un­
ger M arch were the coal m iners and 
tc  smash the Hunger M arch meant 
to  deal a heavy blow against the 
coal miner's. The coal m iners receive, 
a t the most 75 cents a head fo r  
fam ilies, w h ile  the w orkers in  Chi­
cago and other c ities receive fa r  
more. .W ith  a m a jo rity  o f Prog­
ressive M iners facing the summer

SMASH the Circle of DEBT!
The financial situation is a 

little  better but s till serious. The 
circle of debt which was closing 
in on us so .tig h tly  as to almost 
choke us lias been widened suf­
ficiently to enable us to get out 
this issue in  fu ll size. That is 
due to the money sent in  by some 
of the branches and a number of 
comrades.

W hatis required now is to wid­
en the circle so fa r th at we w ill 
break through it  altogether. The 
next issue, a t this w ritin g , is 
hanging fire. The difficulties* 
that stand in  the way have been 
detailed many times before. The 
point now is not to complete a 
lis t of them but to sweep them 
away.

F or that funds are needed. 
They are needed badly and they 
are needed at once. To delay may 
m ejn the loss of another issue 
or the appearance of the next 
issue in h alf size.

We are confient that w ith  the 
continuation of the response to 
our previous two appeals we w ill 
surmount the crisis in  decisive 
fashion and be able to appear reg­
u larly  in  fu ll size.

This perspective must be tu rn ­
ed into rea lity . We appeal to 
a ll our friends and sympathizers 
to make another effort, another 
sacrafice —  to SM ASH T H E  
C IR C LE  OF D E B T.

A ir M a il! W ire funds! to the 
M IL IT A N T  a t 126 East 16th 
Street, New York, N . Y .

CHICAGO UNITED 
FRONT SYMPOSIUM

(Continued on Page 4)

Fo llow ing  r ig h t on the heels of 
the firs t great p ra c tica l demonstra­
tion  o f w o rk ing  class un ited fro n t 
policy in  recent years— the N ationa l

The Scottsb’ro March
«New Deal» President Ignores Protests of Marchers

boys m ust

boys sha ll be

The Scottsboro 
fre e d !

The Scottsboro 
fre e d !

W ith  these demands echoed fo r th  
in  unison by five thousand throats, 
the Scottsboro delegation, composed 
in  the m ain of Negro workers, 
marched through the streets of 
W ashington in  m ilita n t protest 
against th is  p a rticu la r brand of 
lynch justice  meted out in  the 
South to Negro workers.

The m arch which was arranged 
by the N a tiona l Scottsboro Action  
Committee got under way Saturday, 
M ay 6, a fte r  some delay. The delay 
was caused by the Bus Company’s 
backing down on its  o rig in a l con­
tra c t to trans fe r the delegation to 
W ashington. I t  was la te r learned 
th a t the state departm ent had had 
a hand in  the Bus Company’s ac­
tion.

A ll in  a ll about COO delegates, 
la rge ly  Negro workers from  H arlem  
and South Brooklyn , comprised the 
delegation. By bus, tru c k  and auto, 
other delegations came m a in ly  from  
Eastern cities such as B uffa lo, Bos­
ton, N ew ark, Schenectady, P h ila ­
delphia, Baltim ore , N o rfo lk  and 
Richmond. The la rgest delegation 
came fro m  B altim ore— composed 
almost, en tire ly  o f Negro members.

As the caravan proceeded on its  
way i t  was greeted in  c ity  a fte r 
c ity  by Negroes who lined  the 
streets and showed th e ir  so lida rity  
by applauding, cheering and w ith  
clenched and upraised fists. P ar­
t ic u la r ly  was th is  so when the car­
avan passed through the poverty 
s tricken sections of W ilm ing ton , 
B a ltim ore  and W ashington. W hat 
w ith  the miserable weather and the

be previous attem pts o f the state de­
partm ent to te rro rize  the laboring 
populace o f these sections, i t  was 
t ru ly  an im posing spectacle o f class 
and race so lida rity .

Most heartening o f a ll was the 
way the Negro delegation, got up 
m ostly from  various churches and 
lodges, took to the word COM­
R AD E. By the tim e the delegation 
was ready to leave W ashington, the 
revo lu tiona ry  appella tion “Com­
rade” had replaced the bourgeois 
M ister w h ich  had been the social 
designation before the m arch began.

The m arch was undertaken p r i­
m a rily  to  present a b i l l known as 
the " B i l l  o f C iv il R ights fo r  the 
Negro People,”  to the President and 
to Congress. B u t the “ new deal”  
president gave a deal to  the black 
and w h ite  workers tha t they w i l l  
not so soon forget. He refused to 
see the delegation. "H e  was too 
busy,”  so his secretary said, “ con­
vening w ith  fore ign diplom ats.”

(Continued on Page 2)

Free Mooney Congress— comes the 
news o f a public dem onstration on 
the subject o f the un ited fro n t 
wh ich in  its e lf m arks a great step 
fo rw a rd  in  the revo lu tionary move­
ment.

The un ited fro n t of workers or- 
gaizations, system atica lly sabotaged 
by the socia list fakers and c r im ­
in a lly  d istorted by the S ta lin is t 
bureauarac.v, had w ith in  recent 
j  ears become almost a utopian 
dream or many workers. The 
Mooney congress showed th a t i t  
was a rea lis tic  possib ility . I t  aroused 
the workers in  the camps of a l l 
parties from  th e ir apathy and in ­
spired in  them a new in te rest in  
th is  cen tra l problem o f w ork ing 
class action, a problem more acute 
than ever a t the present time, when 
the onslaughts o f w o rld  reaction 
and na tiona l cap ita lis t reorganiza­
tion are beginning to be fe lt in  a ll 
th e ir  fu ry .

I t  is to th is  new-born s p ir it  tha t 
the arrangement o f a symposium on 
the united front in  Chicago m ust 
be a ttribu ted . I t  is a symposium 
in  which the L e ft Opposition w i l l  
fo r  the firs t tim e be able to pu t 
fo rw ard  its  policy pub lic ly , side by 
side w ith  the officia l pa rty , the 
Lovestoneite R igh t w ing and the 
socia list pa rty . The fact th a t rep­
resentatives o f the S ta lin is t fac tion  
and the S. P. have fina lly , a fte r 
ever so many unanswered challen­
ges, consented to bring  th e ir  views 
face to  face w ith  those o f the L e ft

(Continued on Page 3)

National M ooney M e e t 
Lays Basis for Broad Fight
First Genuine National United Front Gathering of 
American Workers in Recent Times Marks Progress

Three Tendencies in Communist Movement Clearly Revealed in Clash on 
Policy and Resolutions; Left Opposition Defends Marxist Position

Chicago, 111.—
One thousand and fo rtye ig h t del­

egates, representative o f a ll sections 
of the labor and w ork ing  class po­
li t ic a l movements, met in  response to 
the ca ll ussued by the Tom Mooney 
Molders Defense Committe, a t the 
Free Tom Mooney Congress in  Ma­
sonic A ud ito rium  in  Chirago on Ap-, 
r i l  30, May lj and 2. The congress 
marked the firs t attem pt, belated! 
though i t  was, to  organize a na tion­

wide un ited fro n t movement in  
behalf o f Tom Mooney. As the firs t 
w ork ing class gathering o f such a 
charcter i t  was accomplished w ith  
some success. B u t more than th is  
is the fact tha t i t  indicated the po­
ten tia litie s  fo r  m obilizng the masses 
of workers n struggle, th rough the 
wide, bold and constant u tiliza tio n  
of the un ited fro n t tactic .

The efforts to oragnize the con­
gress met w ith  resistance on the

Congress Sidelights
Political Notes on Incidents at the Chicago Sessions

'The Mooney Congress was a big 
step fo rw a rd  fo r  the Commuist 
P arty  and had many positive qual­
ities, wh ich we m ust acknowledge 
at the s ta rt, even though Commu­
nists do not stop to  pat themselves 
on the baqk. I t  was, a t the same 
time, toi> heavy w ith  a whole series 
of the most elem entary and funda­
mental m istakes and blunders th a t 
can always be expected from  Salin- 
ism. A t least one can say, w ith o u t 
fea r o f contradiction, i t  was a big 
step in  the correct d irection, even 
though on ly a s ta rt.

The success and step fo rw a rd  is 
due p r im a rily  to  the re jection of 
the “ un ited fro n t  from  below”  by 
the Communist P a rty  and the ac­
ceptance of the un ited fro n t be­
tween organizations. in  a few 
months th is  po licy has been able 
to obtain greater results than the 
S ta lin is ts , w ith  the un ited fro n t 
from  below, could obtain in  the 
whole past period. In  fact, the last 
few  months has demonstrated tha t 
the un ited fro iyt o f organizations

has done more to expose the So 
c ia lis t and A. F. o f L . m isleaders 
than a ll the .slander o f the S ta lin is ts  
and th e ir  theory o f social-Fascism, 
which is the m otiva tion  fo r  the 
un ited fro n t from  below.

Capacity Crowd Hails Russian Movie; 
Second Showing Saturday, M ay  27

Surpassing a ll expectations, a 
most ex trao rd ina ry  f ilm  on the Rus­
sian Revolu tion was exh ib ited last 
Saturday evening before a packed 
audience a t the Labor Temple, New 
Y ork  C ity . Before the intensely in ­
terested and enthusiastic audience, 
w h ich  bu rs t in to  applause and song 
on many occasions, there were un­
reeled fo r ’ the f irs t  time, the actua l 
and au then tic  p ictures o f every im ­
po rta n t event and action before and 
a fte r the Bolshevik October Revo­
lu tion .

We had here the best po rtra ya l 
of the causes and events th a t cu l­
m inated in  the Russian Revolu tion 
tm der the leadership o f Len in  and 
T ro ts k y ; and moreover every inch 
o f the film  is a f irs t  hand p ic tu re  
taken by over one hundred camera 
men on the spot. I t  includes events 
taken, by John Reed, the Am erican 
Bolshevik. I t  is necessary to see 
th is  grand p ic tu re  to  realize w hat 
a m agnificent h is to ry  o f and propo- 
ganda fo r the ideals o f Bolshevism 
is revealed in  the ten reels shown 
las t Saturday. No fa ls ified  film  
versions o f the Russian Revolution 
— as given by the bourgeosia* f ilm  
men and by S ta lin ’s h ire lings in  the 
Soviet film  w o rld— but real, t ru th ­
fu l,  first-hand versions are given in 
th is  ex trao rd ina ry  film . F o r the 
rem arkable ed iting  o f th is  film , fu l­
some praise m ust be given to  Max 
Eastman fo r his b r i l l ia n t  job. A. 
Axelbank is his collaborator1.

The audience was gripped to the 
deep when i t  saw Y uden itch ’s W h ite  
Guards execute hundreds o f Red 
soldiers in  groups o f threes. Here 
was the C iv il W ar brought out in  
a l l its  b itte r  meaning. A l l  is show n: 
a record o f events from  the firs t 
decade in  the 20th century, from  
ea rly  Russia in  Czarist d a ys ; the 
events leading up to the Ju ly  up ris ­
ing  ; the J u ly  u p r is in g ; the K o rn ilo v  
counter - revo lu tiona ry  m ovem ent; 
Kerensky, M iliukov , Chernov, Rod- 
zianko and numberless o ther too 
numefous to m ention here— they

and th e ir  ro le s ; the rise o f the B o l­
sheviks— Kamenev, Zinoviev. Chi- 
tcherin, Rakovsky— and the many- 
sided duties and roles o f Len in  and 
T ro tsky . And even S ta lin— emerg­
ing pu b lic ly  fo r  the firs t tim e at 
Len in ’s funera l, w h ich is here ex­
h ib ite d  grandiosely and p o ig n a n tly ; 
the S ovie ts; Bolshevism ’s rise to  
po w e r; the C iv il W ar on the various 
fronts, w ith  map illu s tra tio n s  on 
the scope and progress o f the c iv il 
w a rs ; grand scenes o f a ll the Rus- 
s ia s ; the various Congresses o f the 
Com intern in  progress w ith  revo lu­
tio n a ry  leaders from  a ll over the 
w orld  at h a n d ; the most astonishing 
and in te resting  p ictures of Len in  at 
the he ight o f his powers, his ex­
pressive countenance w h ile  speaking, 
in d ica ting  the power and force of 
th is  ex trao rd ina ry  leader. P ictures 
o f T rp tsky and other1 Bolsheviks in  
action  on the numerous w a r fron ts  
and in  o ther fields o f w ork. Tow ard 
the end there is seen also T ro tsky 
and his fa m ily  a t w o rk  in  P rink ipo , 
T urkey  where they have been exiled 
by the fa lse leader of Bolshevism, 
S ta lin .

We would not whet the readers’ 
appetite i f  i t  were not fo r  the fa c t 
th a t the film  is to be shown again. 
Hundreds who wished to, could not 
obtain th e ir  Subscrip tion ticke ts  be­
cause the en tire  Labor Tempte was 
disposed o f days before the exh ib i­
tion. The Committee takes the 
occasion here to apologize to the 
h a lf dozen persons who did  have 
Subscription ticke ts and ye t d id  not 
obtain adm ittance. These comrades 
can get a re fund or exchange t ic k ­
ets fo r  the second performance 

SECOND SHO W IN G
The second showing of the Great 

Movie o f the Russian Revolution 
take place on Saturday night, May 
27, a t the Labor Temple on I4 th  
Street.

Subscriptions can be had a t the 
F ilm  Club of the New York Branch, 
C. L . A . (O ), 126 East 16th Street. 
The subscription ticket is 35c.

R ockefeller V andals  Threaten R ivera  Frescoes
As we go to press, word arrives his im m ediate dismissal, screening

of the ousting o f Diego R ivera, the 
great revolutionary a rtis t, from  his 
job in  Radio C ity, and of the in ­
tentions of the Rockefeller interests, 
owners of the enterprise, to destroy 
the revolutionary paintings he has 
already completed there. Immed­
iately as soon as the events got 
abroad, a crowd of revolutionary 
workers, many L eft Oppositionists 
and sympathizers among them, gath­
ered hi protest before the Rockefel­
le r building, carrying banners and 
shouting slogans such as “Save 
R ivera’s M urals,’’ “Down w ith  cap­
ita lis t vandalism,” etc.

Company thugs in  uniform  were 
lined up provocatively in fron t of 
the entrances. Before long a de­
ta il of mounted police and cops on 
foot charged into the crowd and en­
circled the pickets, breaking up the 
demonstration.

Diego R ivera  is  one of the fo re ­
most a rt is t ic  geniuses o f the pres­
ent generation and has been linked  
m  his w ork  from  the f irs t w ith  the 
revo lu tiona ry  w orkers ’ movement, in  
his na tive Mexico and in te rna tion ­
a lly . The h igh character o f h is a b il­
ity ,  which is o f w o rld  renown, has 
made his services desirable also fo r  
the cap ita lis tic  class w h ich  is  ac­
customed to  judg ing  a rt, like  every­
th in g  else,, according to  its  m arket 
price. R ivera, who is by no means 
financ ia lly  independent,' has from  
tim e to tim e accepted assignments 
fo r  Work from  various bourgeois 
enterprises. B u t he has in va ria b ly  
done so w ith  an eye to  the socia list 
fu tu re , f i l l in g  his frescoes w ith  a 
revo lu tionary content w h ich  w i l l  
live  long a fte r they have ceased 
to be p riva te  property, w ith  the 
establishment o f the w orkers ’ rule.

The m ura ls R ivera  was doing a t 
Radio City- were o f the same char­
acter. The special panel which the 
Rockefellers and th e ir  agent p a rtic ­
u la r ly  objected to  depicted Lenin 
c lasping w ith  his hands, the hands 
of a soldier, a w h ite  and a Negro 
w orker, w ith  a background showing 
an unemployed dem onstration car­
ry in g  b r ig h t red banners and plac­
ards saying “ We W ant W ork, N o t 
C h a rity ,”  “ Free Tom Mooney”  and 
“ W orkers, U n ite .”

The Radio C ity  au tho rities  de­
manded the rem oval o f Len in ’s lik e ­
ness and o ther changes. The a rt is t 
ca tegorica lly  refused. Thereupon the 
Rockefeller in terests proceeded w ith

whatever w ork  R ivera  had already 
completed and preparing its  de­
s truction  —  an act of vandalism  
which, cha racte ris tica lly  enough, 
comes at a tim e when the w o rld ’s 
a tten tion  is occupied w ith  th a t other 
outrage of cap ita lis t barbarism —  
the ante de fe o f H it le r  in  the 
public squares o f Germany.

Im m ediate ly a fte r  the New Y ork 
organization o f the L e ft Opposition 
got w ind o f this, i t  mobilized a 
prom pt and spontaneous protest ac­
tion  in  fro n t o f the Radio C ity  
build ings. The dem instra tion was 
broken up by the boss police w ith  
th a t se lf same b ru ta lity  and beast­
liness w h ich  has characterized th e ir 
in terventions always in  s trike  pick- 
etings and w ith  w h ich  m ilita n t 
workers are w e ll acquanted. Both 
against workers’ revo lu tionary art, 
the decadent bourgeoisie has on ly 
one recourse— the clubs of the po­
lice.

Diego R ivera is to speak on his 
Radio C ity  pa in tings a t Town H a ll 
th is  coming Saturday n igh t, May 
13. I t  is no more than f it t in g  tha t

m ilita n t revo lu tiona ry  workers and 
sympathizers should show the ir 
so lid a rity  w ith  the great a r t is t  who 
has identified h im se lf and his a r t 
w ith  th e ir  cause by attending in  
big numbers th is  Saturday n igh t.

The Evening o f E nte rta inm ent 
arranged by the In te rn a tion a l W ork­
ers School, should be turned in to  
a pow erfu l dem onstration o f the 
w orkers ’ defense o f revo lu tiona ry  
a rt.

When the S ta lin is ts  opened the 
door fo r “ a l l”  w orkers’ organiza­
tions i i i  th e ir  tu rn  on the united 
fro n t they hoped to  find a way to 
keep the L e ft Opposition out, con­
tra ry  to th e ir  expectations, they 
find themselves in  the aw kw ard  po­
s ition  o f being forced to  take the 
defensive under the hammer o f the 
Communist League of Am erica. In  
other words, as we have pointed out 
so often before, to close the door to 
the Le ft Opposition is to close the 
door to contact w ith  the American 
workers. And likew ise to open the 
door, not fo r us, but fo r  the A m eri­
can workers., is to open the door 
fo r  us. Ask Hathaw ay, M inor and 
the steering committee of th e ir cau­
cus in tlie  Mooney Conference, or. 
consider the conference and judge 
fo r  yourselves.

Progressive Miners of America
The heaviest w e ight outside of 

the organizations under the ideo­
log ica l in fluence o f the Communist 
P arty  was the delegation from  the 
Progressive M iners of Am erica. One 
of the “ ligh te s t”  forces in  the con­
ference was the C. P. L . A., rep­
resented by Muste. IIoweva|r, i t  
was Muste th is  and Muste tha t. 
They thought they were using Muste 
but facts w i l l  prove Muste was 
using them.

(Continued on Page 2)

30 Hour Bill Legalizes Stagger System 
and Furthers Plan for New W age Cuts

On A p r il 6th the Senate passed 
a b il l in troduced by Senator B lack 
o f Alabam a forb idd ing, fo i two 
years, the shipment of in te rsta te  
and foreign commerce o f commodi­
ties made in  industries wh ich do 
not adopt the s ix-hour day and five- 
day week. The restric ted  scope 
o f the measure, fo rm a lly , is made 
necessary fo r  the cap ita lis t p a rlia ­
m entary cretins by the lim ite d  pow­
ers accorded the federal government

a . GALA BENEFIT *  
* PROGRAM
M afia Theresa MafiaWinetskaja

o f the o rig in a l Isadora 
Duncan group, in  a series 
of dance in te rpre ta tions

sta r o f the operatic and 
concert stage, in  a program 

of fo lk  songs

Albert M e iff
v io lin  virtuoso, fo rm erly  of the 
fa cu lty  of the C u rtis  In s titu te  
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And  —  For the First Time in America!

Diego R ivera
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T O W N  H A L L , 43rd St. and 6th Ave.
T ic k e ts : 35 cents, 50 cents, 75 cents and $1.00; Boxes $2.00. 
Now on sale a t In te rn a tio n a l W orkers School, 126 East 16tb 

St., and a t Town H a ll box office

Auspices: International W ofkefs School

by the “ founding fa thers.”  I ts  neg. 
ative fo rm u la tion  is imposed by the 
necessity- of c ircum venting these 
lim ita tio n s  by legal language which 
does not v io la te  the Constitution.

The provisions o f the b i l l  d id  not 
apply equally to a l l industries. The 
canning and p rin tin g  in du s try  were 
exempted as were several others. 
Nor were the th ir ty  hours a week 
en tire ly  binding. The b il l provided 
fo r an extension o f hours where 
business was seasonal.

As i t  stood the b ill was a national 
lega liza tion of the stagger system 
of Hoover and Teagle. I ts  osten 
sible m otiva tion  was to j>ut men 
back to work. The b ill,  in  th is  
sense, represents an attem pt on the 
pa rt o f the more fa r  sighted section 
of the cap ita lis t class to antic ipate 
the coming struggles of the w o rk­
ing  class fo r  a shorter workday 
and, i f  possible, as they th ink , to 
take the w ind out o f the sails of 
t li is  struggle.

The b ill had another aspest. Old 
boy moneybags understands tha t 
any reduction in  hours through con. 
gressional leg is la tion w ith ou t exp li­
c it provisions to the con tra ry  means 
a corresponding wage cut. The 
adm in is tra tion  tr ied  to  sugar-coat 
th is  aspect of the b i l l  by in tro d u ­
cing an amendment through Secre­
ta ry  of Labor, Perkins, p rov id ing  
fo r a m in im um  wage.

Opposition to B ill
Opposition to  the b il l as a whole 

and in  p a rt developed from  a ll sides. 
The New Y ork Times of M ay 2 re­
ports th a t : “ Spokesmen o f the 
sugaj, an thrac ite  coal, cannery and 
bu ild ing  m ateria ls industries ap­
peared before the House Labor 
Committee (where hearings are 
being held on the b il l fo llow ing  its  
passage by the Senate) and opposed 
the th ir ty  hour week measure as
being too in flex ib le .” ______
______(Continued on Page 4)

pa rt o f the leaderships o f the A m er­
ican Federation of Laobr, the so­
c ia lis t pa rty  and the independent 
unions under the influence o f the 
Socialists. In  spite of the sabotage 
of the re form ists  the congress 
nevertheless did make considerable 
progress in comparison w ith  the 
past period. The incom plete report 
of the credentials Committee reveal­
ed the fo llow ing  rep resenta tion : 

Representation at the Congress 
Organi- Dele- 
zations gates 

Local and Centra l Bod­
ies o f the A. F. of L.

Independent Unions 
T. U. U. L.
Communist P arty  
I .  W. W
P ro le ta rian  Party- 
Socialist P arty  
C. P. L . A.
Communist League of 

Am erica (L e ft  Opp.)
Communist Pary (Opp.)
Labor P arty  
Local and N ationa l De­

fense Org. ( I .  L. D.
G. D. C., etc.)

F ra te rna l O rganizations 
Unemployed Organiza­

tions
Women’s Organizations 

(YCL, YPSL, SYC’s)
Veterans Organizations 
Farm ers Organizations 
Negro Oragnizations 
Shop Commitees 
Miscellaneous

114
28
75
29

2
3
4 
1

4
3
1

147
53

117
43

2
3
5 
1

8
6 
2

173
104

83

37
6
3
1
2

11

196 
153

132

47 
10 
4 
7 
2 
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I t  is to be observed tha t th is  is 

the firs t tim e in  the h is to ry o f the 
Am erican labor movement th a t a 
un itted  fro n t ga thering  on a na tion­
a l scale has ever been held. T h is  
fact was generally recognized and 
accepted in  the congress. And i t  is 
in consideration of the fac t th a t the 
congress marked the beignning and 
not the cu lm ina tion  o f the move­
ment tha t considerable hope must 
be expresed fo r  the fu tu re  o f th is  
movement, i f  the tac tic  applied ( in  
spite of serious errors com m itted) 
is extended on even a broader scale.

The congress was opened a t three 
o'clock on the atfernoon of A p r il 
30th, by John W erlick, chairm an of 
the Chicago Committee. He in tro ­
duced Louis Scott, the personal rep­
resentative of Tom Mooney and 
organizer of the Congress, to make 
the f irs t  report on the pre-congress 
preparations. Scott reviewed the 
unsuccessful efforts made to en lis t 
the services o f the socia list p a rty  
and the Am erican Federation o f 
Labor to take pa rt in  the m ovem ent; 
the early  support received from  the 
ACW , ILG W U , and the W.C., and 
th e ir  la te r w ith d ra w a l because of 
the pa rtic ip a tio n  of the Communists.

He was fo llowed by A. J. Muste, 
representing the Conference o f P rog­
ressive Labor Action, who reported 
on behalf of the Arrangem ents Com­
m ittee. Muste proposed the election 
o f a presid ing committee to  be in  
charge of the congress work. Among 
those proposed and elected to the 
Committee w e re : J. B. M athews o f 
the socia lis t p a r ty ; Roger B a ldw in  
fo the C iv il L iberties U n io n ; John 
W erlick, B. E llisberg, A lex F razer 
of the P. M. A . ; Wm. Leader o f the 
Hosiery Union o f P h ilade lph ia ; 
Chas. Bloom o f the M olderk Union 
o f St. L o u is ; Selina B u rre ll, Wom­
en's A u x ilia ry  of the P. M. A . ; 
J. Farley, George S m irk in  o f the 
Y P S L ; Moore, N A A C P ; Ralph Chap­
lin , I .W .W .; A1 Renner o f the Pro­
le ta rian  P a r ly ; Louis Scott, Wm. 
Patterson, Secretary o f the IL D , 
A. J. M uste; Jack Johnstone, C. A. 
Hathaw ay, Robert M inor, I .  A m te r 
and R. M. Lovett. Chas. Bloom, 
H . Newton and George S m irk in  
were elected secretaries o f the Con­
gress

The chairm an of the f irs t  session 
was A lex Frazer. Benjam in E llis ­
berg reported fo r  the C a lifo rn ia  del­
egates on the w o rk  o f the Mooney 
committee in th a t\s e c tio n  o f the 
country. He was then fo llow ed by 
Robert M inor who made a report 
on the Mooney case, its  h is to ry  and 
present status. The report, as a 
review of the whole case, was done 
well. I t  lacked, however, a concrete 
characterization of the present stage 
o f the strugg le and a report o f w hat 
should be done. The discussion tha t 
fo llowed the report also assumed a 
more o r less ag ita tiona l character 
w ith ou t correctness.

Cannon Takes the Floor
I t  was only- when comrade Cannon 

got the floo r, th a t a d iffe ren t note 
was sounded. In  the short period 
o f five m inutes a llo tted  to the dis­
cussion, he stressed above a ll the 
question o f policy and program  of 
a c tiv ity . Presenting the position of 
______ (Continued on Page 4)
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The Designs Behind the Four Power Pact
Lessons of Stalinist Blunder Policy in the F.W . I . U.

Jay Rubins artic le , “ S trik in g  a 
C afe teria  Chain,”  in  the A p r i l issue 
o f “ Labo r U n ity ”  contains a num

direct pressure on the company as 
a whole.

When R uhin says th a t the “ bug-
ber of m isstatements and m isleading a too  ({f the contem pt of cou rt order 
impressions w h ich  m igh t hamper the was waved in  the faces o f the s tr ik -  
effeetiveness of the Food W orkers 
In d u s tr ia l Union.

I  He says, “ The membership 
and some o f the leadership had 
l i t t le  fa ith  in  the possib ilities o£ 
the F o ltis -F isher workers. T h is  lack 
o f fa ith  expressed its e lf c learly  by 
the membership not p a rtic ip a tin g  
active ly  in  th is  w o rk .”

The fac t is tha t i t  was no t the 
membership, bu t the leadership, 
w h ich fa iled  fo r  a long tim e to  see 
the possib ilities of the Foltis-B ishe* 
workers. The F o ltis -F isher o rgan i­
zationa l d rive  was started early in 
1932 on the in it ia tv e  of a group of 
comrades in  the Cafe teria  D epart 
ment o f the F. W. I.  U., and was 
carried  out in  accordance w ith  a 
plan proposed by them. F o r a 
period of m onths these comrade; 
had the greatest d ifficu lty  in  con 
v inc ing  the leaders of the necessity 
o f th is  w o rk

A t the beginning, the office com 
m ittce  m echanically appointed tw o  
o f the comrades who had proposed 
th is  plan to ca rry  i t  out, w ith o u t 
discussion or consu lta tion  w ith  the 
membership. Then they pu t in  
charge of th is  w o rk  Comrade Ober 
meyer, who had already applied fo r  
a passport to  the Soviet Union, and 
was, to  the knowledge o f the TUUC 
preparing to go to  the Soviet Union 
in  a short tim e

N a tu ra lly , under these conditions, 
w o rk  was carried on h a lfthe

hearted ly. An add itiona l excuse 
was fo u n d .in  the fa c t th a t summer 
was com ing on and th a t many o f 
the members would go to  w o rk  in  
summer camps. As a resu lt, three 
months more were allowed to  go 
by w ith o u t results. The w o rk  was 
completely dropped u n t il the F a ll 
by w h ich  tim e Comrade Obermeyer 
had le ft  fo r  the Soviet Union, w ith ­
out leaving any responsible comrade 
in  charge o r any preparations fo r 
fu r th e r  w ork, o r any explanation 
o r ju s tifica tio n  o f th is  negligence, 
N a tu ra lly  i t  would no t be correct 
to  blame th is  comrade fo r  th is  ac­
tio n  w ith o u t p lacing the responsi 
b i l i t y  on the TUUC and the leader­
ship o f the union, where i t  belongs.

I I .  Comrade R ubin fa ils  to  po in t 
ou t th a t the tac tica l line  fo llowed 
in  the hand ling  o f the s tr ike  was 
v a c illa tin g  and opportun istic. He 
says, “ The union exposed th is  move 
(m aking the workers buy shares 
J.G .) on the p a rt of F o ltis  as a 
means o f breaking up the o rgan ! 
zation b u ilt  by the workers, as w e ll 
as a way of in d ire c tly  c u ttin g  the 
wages o f the workers.

The F o ltis -F isher w orkers were 
ve ry  ind ignan t a t th is  move of 
F o ltis , bu t the union u tte r ly  fa iled 
to  u tiliz e  th is  ind igna tion  in  an 
organ iza tiona l manner, and p a rtic ­
u la r ly  to po in t out to the workers 
th a t th is  was an ind irec t wage cut, 
and thus to help prepare the s trike

When the s tr ike  was called, the 
C entra l S trike  Committee decided 
th a t i t  m ust be spread to  a l l the 
stores in  the chain, in  a week’s tim e 
T h is  meant a la rge d is tr ibu tion  of 
leafle ts, mass p icket lines, demon­
stra tions, and in  general d ram atiz ­
in g  the s tr ik e  so as to b ring  i t  to  
the a tten tion  o f th e '  unorganized 
food worker's.

F allin g  into a  Trap
Instead of thin, the leadership fe ll 

in to  the tra p  la id  by the bosses, of 
fake negotiations fo r  a settlement, 
in  order to  s ta ll fo r  tim e, and fu r ­
th e r demoralize the s trike rs . The 
on ly  F o ltis -F isher stores wh ich were 
s truck  were those where the F W IU  
groups had already been organized, 
meaning 8 shops out o f 20, w ith  
about 100 workers, o f whom not 
more than 50 percent pa rtic ipa ted 
in  the s tr ike  activ ities  from  the 
beginning.

In  sp ite  o f the decision o f last 
year’s Food W orkers Conference to 
“ tu rn  the face o f the union tow ard 
the shops,”  not a single general 
membership meeting o f the F W IU  
has been called to mobilize support 
fo r  the Fo ltis-F isher organ izationa l 
d rive . Outside of a dozen or 14 
members of the Cafeteria D epart­
ment, there has been no support of 
th is  drive, as a resu lt o f the “ sep­
a ra tism ”  w h ich  prevails today 
th roughout the union. The heavy 
financia l burden of taxa tion  fo r  th is  
w o rk  has a ll fa llen  on the Cafeteria 
Departm ent, con tra ry  to  the po licy 
j f  the T U U L .

In  the face o f these facts, how 
Can Rubin ta lk  about “ the mass 
pressure developed by the un ion”  
w h ich  was supposed to have resu lt­
ed in  Judge Bondy’s re fus ing the 
in junc tion?

He says, “ The union, th rough  the 
TU U C  and the I  Id ), called a con­
ference of the T U U L  unions, to­
gether w ith  the C iv il L iberties 
Union, obtained a legal staff, and 
m obilized sentim ent against such an 
order.”

The w r ite r  had proposed a rea l 
un ited  fro n t conference w ith  A F  o f L  
unions, and mass p o litica l and f ra ­
te rna l oragnizations, T h is  was re ­
jected on the ground th a t “ i t  was 
too soon fo r  such a step.”

Instead, th is  “ office" conference 
was held, w ith  the “ social Fascists”  
o f yesterday and the libe ra ls  of 
today— bu t w ith o u t the mases.

I I I .  The strategy w h ich gr'ew 
o u t o f th is  conference was pure ly  
lega lis tic  and in  fa c t opportunistic. 
They proposed to “ f ig h t”  against 
the in ju n c tio n  by behaving lik e  very

(,rs," he forgets to m ention th a t the 
leadership o f the union was the 
f irs t to weaken and cap itu la te  be­
fore th is  bugaboo.

IV . W hy does Rubin cover up 
the rea l facts about the so-called 
mass a c t iv ity ”  and indulge in  dem- 

igog ic boasting about the effect o f 
mass pressure on the in jun c tion  o r­
der? O nly in  order to contrast th is  
“ mass pressure,”  w h ich did  not ex 
is t, w ith  the correct line  developed 
by a number o f comrades in  the 
organization. These comrades took 
as th e ir  s ta rtin g  po in t the rea l 
nature of the cafeteria organization, 
the sm all number o f workers per 
shop, and the sm all number o f 
workers who were ac tua lly  being 
draw n in to  the  s tr ik e  activ ities. In ­
stead of a lo t o f w ind about mass 
pressure, they proposed to  exercise 
more concentrated pressure on the 
pa rt o f the lim ite d  number of s t r ik ­
ers; p a rtic u la r ly  a fte r th e ir e fforts 
to organize a rea l mass basis 
I lire,ugh a broad united fro n t had 
been defeated by the sectarian line  
of the “ office”  conference.

Yet th is  same Rubin says, two 
sentences la te r, “ The union is faced 
w ith  certa in  peculiarities, as fo r in ­
stance, F o ltis  and its  19 stores em­
ploy 650 workers, spread from  one 
corner o f the c ity  to another, and 
th is  requires very large forces to 
perm it mass p icke t lines in  fro n t 
o f the d iffe ren t stores. Though the 
need fo r  mass action is very great, 
the distance between the stores 
make i t  impossible (m y emphasis 
— J.G.) both fina nc ia lly  and physi­
ca lly  to  ca rry  on mass p icket lines.”

B u t w hat conclusion does he draw  
from  these adm itted facts? That 
the comrades ju s t mentioned were 
righ t?  No— th a t they were “ rene­
gade T ro ts y ite s !”  W hat a sham eful 
con tra d ic tion !

Doesn’t  Rubin rea lize the d iffe r­
ence between the te x tile  industry  
and the food industry , especially its  
cafeteria branch, from  the stand 
po in t o f mass pa rtic ipa tion?  Has 
he no th ing more concrete to  propose 
than “ to  ra l ly  sufficient forces be­
h ind the Fo ltis -F isher Workers?' 
A n y 'C h ild  realizes tha t. W hat we 
w ant is to  draw  the specific lessons 
from  the whole h is to ry  o f the strike , 
so as to avoid s im ila r m istakes in  
the fu tu re .

1. W e m ust drop the k in d  o f so- 
called “ Bolshevik se lf-c ritic ism ”  
w h ich  consists in  covering up the 
m istakes o f the leadership and 
blam ing everyth ing on the member­
ship. On the con tra ry, c ritic ism  of 
the leadership w i l l  .be needed and 
w ill prove healthy in  the fu tu re . 
An open admission o f the weakness 
es and m istakes o f the leadership 
w ill go fa r  to regain the confidence 
of the membership.

2. B y doing this, the leadership 
must once fo r  a ll, learn th a t when 
i t  begins an organ izationa l d rive  i t  
must be carried  through consistently 
and at a l l costs. The method o f 
changing the leadership by de 
erees”  has had much to  do w ith  
the loss o f confidence o f which 
Rubin complains.

3. O pportun is tic  tactics m ust not 
be covered up by phrases about mass 
action, bu t m ust be exposed and 
elim inated.

4. A  geunine un ited fro n t con­
ference m ust not be Rejected in  
favo r of fake “ office”  conference.

5. W e m ust adopt the po licy o f 
d ram atiz ing  our s trikes, as opposed 
to the A F  o f L  method o f conduct 
ing a strike .

6. The line  o f certa in  comrades 
in the union who have been accused 
o f “ favo ring  in d iv id u a l acts”  was 
proven to  be correct, when the 
bourgeois press was compelled to  
break its  complete silence on the 
s trike  and thus b ring  the question 
l'.ome to a l l food workers, and es­
pec ia lly  the F o ltis -F isher cafeteria 
workers. T h is  was a l i t t le  la te so 
fa r as th is  p a rticu la r s trike  was 
concerned, but i t  shows the r ig h t 
road fo r  the fu ture .

7. In  conclusion, we m ust expose 
and e lim inate  certa in  r ig h t-w in g  
cap itu la to ry  policies o f the F W IU  
and p a rtic u la r ly  the Cafeteria De­
partm ent, in  the las t six months. 
They have completely abandoned 
the princip les and rules of the union 
by accepting wage cuts as h igh as 
40 to 50 percent w ith o u t exp lanation 
to the members, and under the slo­
gan o f “ save the shops”  have com­
promised the princip les o f the union,

About a year ago, comrade T ro t­
sky w ro te  an a rtic le  fo r  the New 
Y ork  magazine, The Forum , under 
the heading “ H it le r ’s V ic to ry  
Means W ar Aga inst the U. S. S. R .”  
(The magazine its e lf  en titled  the 
a rtic le  “ I  See W ar W ith  Germany” . 
I t  was rep rin ted  in  the M ilita n t 
o f J u ly  16.— E d .). T h is  perspec­
tive  has since been confirmed w ith  
su rp ris ing  rap id ity . To be sure, 
H it le r  and G oering have de'clared 
th a t th e ir  struggle is d irected 
against the enemy w ith in  th e ir  own 
country, and n o t against Russian 
Communism. B u t such declara­
tions are very cheap. I t  is  on ly 
necessary to reca ll th a t a l l the 
powers who pa rtic ipa ted  in  the 
W orld  W ar assured each other' up 
to the very last mmoent o f th e ir  
reciproca l friendship.

In  re a lity , the w o rld  bourgeoisie! 
is  ra the r surprised by the fa c il ity  
and the lack o f danger w ith  w h ich 
H it le r  has succeeded in  h is task, 
tha t o f clubb ing down the w ork ing  
class fo r  the bourgeoisie. A nd i t  
is d raw ing  the consequences there­
from . Up to ¿he present, the w orld  
powers have been against German 
irm am ents, since they did  no t have 
any confidence in  the “ a u th o rita ria n  
governments”  wheih d id  no t possess 
any a u th o rity . They had no way 
of know ing w hether the conquerors 
o f Bonapartism  would be the p ro­
le ta r ia t or not and w hether the 
armaments granted to  Germany 
would not be directed against the 
w o rld  bourgeoisie its e lf. On

Nazi-Fascist Diplomacy 
and the U.S.S.R.

g inn ing the c iv i l war, th a t is  w hy 
the blow  caught them  unprepared. 
I t  is not our business to w o rry  
about who w i l l  next “ pu t fire  to 
some Reichstag” . We can leave 
th is  to the Fascists. I t  w ill,  in ­
deed, be a ll the worse fo r  the un­
suspecting Soviet po litic ians when

Union take in  general on the vie 
t.ory of the Fascist counter-revolu­
tion? We quote from  the Pravda: blow a fte r b low  ra ins down upon

“ W hat is to  fo llow ? A l l  the them unexpectedly. In  the F a r
problems, w h ich  in  the course o f Fast, Japan is on ly  w a itin g  fo r a
the las t few months were posed chance to  grab fo r  its e lf V lad ivo­

stok and Chinese Eastern R a ilw ay. 
A t Japan’s back there  is, to be 
sure, a China. B u t th is  China is 
s ick from  the effects o f the crim -

so om inously before German capi­
ta lism , stand w ith  the same force 
before the government o f the Fasc­
is t d ic ta to rsh ip  as we ll. Never in  
the post-war years has Germany 
been in  such a weakened externa l 
po litica l s itua tion . In  contrad is­
tin c tio n  to Ita lia n  Fascism, German 
Fascism came in to  power under the 
conditions o f the conclusion o f re la ­
tive  stab iliza tion  and the entrance 
o f cap ita lism  in to  its  second chap­
te r o f revo lu tions and wars. A  num ­
ber of countries are tak ing  mea­
sures fo r  the weakening of .the 
exte rna l p o lit ic a l and economic 
position o f Germany and fo r  the 
lim ita t io n  o f German exports. The 
German m ark is hanging on by a 
ha ir. The po licy of; the govern­
ment is d r iv in g  the country tow ard 
in fla tion . Prices fo r  commodities 
o f mass demand are m ounting. Un­
employment is not decreasing. The 
struggle between the N a tiona l So­
c ia lis ts  and the N a tiona lis ts  is  de­
veloping. The whole hum drum

in a i S ta lin is t policies of the las t 
seven years and is fo r  the moment 
not to be reckoned w ith  as a po in t 
o f support fo r  the Soviet Union. 
And *in the West, H it le r  is m arch­
ing  as the super-W rangel and a t 
h is side, M usso lin i, P ilsudski, H o r-

Political Notes on Incidents at the Chicago Sessions

(Continued from  Page 1) * ; not on the s ix  hour day and

Muste was the S ta lin is ts ’ “ best 
bet”  fo r  a f ro n t because the club <m 
he held, fo r  barga in ing was none too 0,1
big. Sad to say fo r  the S ta lin is ts ,: "P  , . , , .

,• f.-rm, the elementary w o rk ing  class demandevery tim e the delegates from  th e , ....... :l * .......... t „
Progressive M iners were pu t on

reduction in  pay s tru g g le : not 
a figh t against wage c u ts ; lmt; 
a question o f free ing a framed- 
class-war prisoner, the most,

committees, they were able to exert 
such great pressure, due to  the 
masses they represented, th a t they 
more than once upset the w e ll la id  
plans of S ta lin ism  and were a great 
fac to r in he lp ing keep the Mooney 
Conference on the path o f w o rk ­
ers’ democracy on the path of 
the correct un ited fro n t, in  general, 
helped keep the S ta lin is ts  w ith in  
"c iv ilize d ”  bounds and helped round 
out a po licy in  order to bu ild  a 
pow erfu l movement on th is  s ta rt.

ibou t the ‘na tiona l revo lu tion ’ is 
the j calculated to ve il the impotence 

other hand, they d id  no t stake too o f the government when i t  comes 
much on H it le r ,  since the eventual to solving the ’cursed problems’ o f 
outcome o f the Fascist crusade German cap ita lism . The ' Fascist 
against the w o rk ing  class and like - government does not even indicate 
wise uncerta in. A t  present, how- a trace of a positive program . I t  
ever, the question has been decided, is impossible to deceive classes. 
The counter-revo lu tion has been pies and demagogy cannot be con- 
victorious. I t  is possible to do verted in to  bread fo r  the hungry, 
business w ith  it ,  w ith o u t tak in g  The clique o f the cap ita lis t mag- 
too much o f a risk . The stocks o f nates is again tu rn ing  tow ard the 
the arm am ent in dus try  are c lim b- social democracy w h ich is to  help 
ing  to the skies. M acDonald v is its  Fascism in  con tinu ing the decep- 
M usso lin i. The la tte r  pu lls  a tion  o f the masses. The social 
ready-made “ peace pact”  out o f democratic leaders are preparing 
his pocket. In  Germany, the f irs t to supplement the Fascist te rro r 
armored cruisers— approved a t the w ith  the deception o f the masses, 
tim e by the la te S. P. G.— are B u t ne ither the Fascist te rro r, nor 
leaving th e ir  docks. Only the So- the treacherous maneuvers o f the 
v ie t po litic ians rem ain b lind  to a ll social democratic leaders are cap- 
these coincidences. Thus Voro- able of res tra in ing  the ris in g  wave 
shilov declares in  sa lu ta ry  address o f revo lu tion in  Germany, 
to the Red A rm y  on its  15th anni- "The tremendous success o f the 
versa ry : in  the W est the Soviet Communist P a rty  o f Germany in  
Union is guarded by the non-ag- its  Bolshevik tac tic  lies in  th is ; !

th y  and a ll the bigger butchers o f More power to the L e ft w ing  o f the 
dying cap ita lism . C apita lism  is progressive M iners o f America, 
once more d ra w in g  up to its  fu l l  
he ight in  order to  smite the young 
w orld  of socialism— w hich does, to  
be sure, bear w ith in  its  body the 
English sickness o f S ta lin ism — and 
in  order to  rejuvenate its e lf  in  the 
blood o f th is  young w o rld . Here, 
too, the S ta lin is ts  have squander­
ed a ll th e ir  reserves. The Com­
m unist parties of W estern Europe 
have been la id  in  ru ins  by ten years 
o f S ta lin is t po licy in  the Comin­
tern.

The perspective is ra the r un­
favorable, especially when we take 
in to  account the cris is  in  the So­
v ie t Union as the most s ign ificant 
fa c to r accelerating counter-revolu­
tion.

And yet, in  such a wTar are la ten t 
tremendous, incalcu lable poss ib ilit­
ies fo r  the w o rld  revo lu tion. On 
August 4, 1914 the Second In te r­
na tiona l collapsed and on October 
26, 1917 the T h ird  began to  un­
fo ld  its  power over one-s ix tli of 
the earth . The com ing w a r w i l l  
b ring  in  its  t r a i l  a complete disso­
lu tio n  o f the state households, of 
a ll the p a rtic ip a tin g  countries, w il l 
ca ll fo r th  a fam ine against which 
the m isery o f the bust w a r w i l l  
appear pale. O nly the d ic ta to r­
ship of the p ro le ta r ia t w i l l  be able 
to  lead the masses o u t o f th is  
m isery.

Today i t  is  necessary to ca ll a t­
ten tion  to  the acute w a r danger 
and to m obilize the forces o f the 
p ro le ta ria t" against the  w ar. T ha t

gression pacts, dangers threatens 
on ly from  the East. Thus also, 
Pravda recently declared its e lf  sat­
isfied w ith  H it le r ’s hypocritica l de­
c la ra tion  w ith  regard to his fore ign 
policy.

W hat position does the Soviet

When the news th a t the president 
had refused to see the delegation 
reached the ears o f the workers 
assembled outside the W hite  House, 
a concerted boo echoed and reechoed 
throughout the en tire  Capita l 
grounds. The b il l was then pre­
sented to  Speaker o f the House, 
Rainey, to Vice-President Garner 
and to the Negro congressman from  
Illin o is , De P riest. These gentry 
of the Negro and W hite  ru lin g  class 
demagogically and cyn ica lly  prom ­
ised to  give the b i l l  its  “ due”  a t­
tention. As the m archers were 
aw a iting  the answer o f the pres i­
dent the police in it ia te d  a novel 
method o f provocation by scurry ing  
up and down the line  on th e ir  
motorcycles crea ting  a raucous d in  
and em ittin g  vo lley a fte r  volley of 
carbon monoxide. B u t the provo-

, . . , can only be done by leading the
th a t i t  understood, in face^jff the  pro i ej;a r i at  in  every one o f the par-
. .......... t ic ip a tin g  countries in  the class

struggle against its  own bourge­
oisie. — H. E.

(F rom  Unset- W ort, organ of the 
German L e ft O pposition).

te rro r, the provocations and the 
base be traya l of the social dem­
ocra tic  leaders, how to lead its  
forces ou t of the fir in g  line , how 
to re ta in  its  cadres and how to  
continue the struggle under new 
conditions.

“ The ru lin g  classes have gone) 
mad. T h e ir doings are tu rn in g  
everyth ing in  Germany on its  head, j 
They are com pletely denuding | 
themselves, they are exposing be-; 
fo re  the broad masses the whole 
mechanism of Fascist dom ination. 
Thereby they are conducting m il­
lions o f new 'figh te rs  in to  the camp 
o f revo lu tion .”

The theory o f socialism in  one 
country has b u ilt, in  the m inds o f 
the S ta lin is t theoreticians, a fence 
around every nation, w h ich  i t  can­
not trespass. I t  does not occur to 
these people a t a l l th a t the Fasc­
ists cannot possibly w a it u n t il they 
are smothered w ith in  th e ir  own 
na tiona l fram ew ork, bu t w i l l  have 
to resort to  the means o f w ar, and 
w a r against the U. S. S. R. a t tha t. 
I t  is  hard to  believe th a t the S ta l­
in is ts  are rea lly  so b l in d ; in  a ll 
p ro ba b ility  they do not even w ant 
to see where they have landed w ith  
th e ir  theory. They are s it t in g  a t 
the \vheel o f an auto w h ich  is 
rac ing down a precipice a t top 
speed, bu t they close th e ir  eyes

cation proved fu tile .

The m archers then assembled a t and te ll themselves th a t the road 
a near-by pa rk  where they w e re ! leads to  the m ain thoroughfare, 
addressed by .W illia m  Patterson, o f j H it le r , however, and a ll the other 
the L . I .  D . ; James W. Ford, Negro; im p e ria lis t powers are forced to  
candidate fo r vice-president on the conduct w ar. The rise in  the con- 
Communist pa rty 's  t ic k e t ; M other j j UIJCtu re  has not a rrived. The in- 
Vv rig h t, Ruby Bates, fo rm er s ta r ; te rna l contrad ictions and the con- 
witness fo r  the prosecution and now j trad ic tions  between the powers 
chief w itness fo r  the defense; a n d : themselves are becoming sharper 
Clarence H athaw ay who spoke in  j w ith  every new day. These con- 
the name o f the Communist P a rty . | trad ic tion s  m ust be brought o u t in- 
Patterson stressed the new keynote to the open. There is on ly one op- 
of the campaign to  free the Scotts- j ponent which t ig h t ly  in terwoven 
boro boys when he re ite ra ted w ha t in te rna tiona l finance cap ita lism  can 
the M il ita n t had a ll along demanded, come to  an agreement to destroy—  
nam ely: “ th a t no atto rney or' th a t is the Soviet Union. There 
am ount o f attorneys w i l l  set these are already in  c ircu la tion , in  the 
boys free— only mass strugg le  can boudoirs o f the d ip lom ats, the

Because o f the lack o f space in  
las t week’s two-pager we were un­
able to  report the progress on the 
sub d rive  th a t has been made. 
Several comrades have go t off to a 
fly in g  s ta rt. Here is the standing 
so f a r :

V. D unne............. .........4
I I . O ehler............. .........3
K . Czapko........... .........3
D. M arcus . . . . ........ 2
M. M o r r is ...........
H . Newby- ........ .........1
J. Angelo .......... ........ 1
A. K on ikow  . . . .........1

A  hearten ing sign is the appear­
ance o f a number o f new names 
We hope i t  w i l l  continue . The 
heavy h it t in g  is coming from  M in ­
neapolis and the coal fie ld s : Dunne 
and Oehler. Comrade Czapko’s 
w o rk  is done in  and around the 
steel regions o f Bethelhem.

U n til the afternoon o f the th ird  
day the conference was, in  the 
main, ju s t one long mass meeting. 
In  fact, the S ta lin is ts  intended to 
ca ll off the th ird -da y  session to 
enable them  to ca rry  on tw o  days of 
mass meeings, to w ind  up w ith  the 
big May Day Stadium  mass m eeting 
and end up the conference by pass­
ing a m anifesto bu rs ting  w ith  propo- 
gaiula bu t void o f a concrete p ro­
gram  o f action. A t  the end o f the 
first; day the mass pro test of the del­
egates promoted the change in 
plans, caused the S ta lin is ts  to re­
treat, continue w ith  a three-day 
session. On the second day, they 
forced the election o f a Resolutions 
Committee, a com m ittee the pa rty  
“ fo rgo t about”  w h ile  they kept 
everybody enterta ined w ith  propa­
ganda speeches bu t no th ing substan­
t ia l on po licy and program . Instead 
of reporting a t the beginning o f the 
conference on policy and program , 
the delegates o f the conference had 
to figh t the S ta lin is ts  up to  the 
afternoon o f the last session before 
a report on reso lutions and po licy 
was given, and then the h a lf day 
tha t was le ft  was to  be used by the 
more than fifteen hundred delegates 
to discuss the program.

The United Front

A  big sign in  the h a ll s a id : “ Only 
a un ited fro n t of the w orkers w i l l  
tree Tpm ¡Mooney.”  One could ex­
cuse such a slogan from  a party  
th a t practiced a un ited  fro n t  fo r 
years bu t one cannot excuse such a 
slogan issued by S ta lin ism . W ith in  
it ,  can be concealed the un ited fro n t 
from  below. There can be no un ited 
fro n t between workers. There can 
be a un ited fro n t  on ly o f workers’ 
organizations.

Scott and Goldman
Scott, representative o f the H o ld ­

ers Defense Committee said he 
wanted to  safeguard the conference 
from  communist con tro l. T h is  went 
over b ig  w ith  the a n ti communist 
eiemet. T h is  position has no tlilh g  
in  common w ith  the a n ti-S ta lin is t 
position o f the L e ft Opposition.

possible, proves th a t the fa ilu re  to 
bu ild  the movement cannot be a t­
tr ibu te d  to ob jective conditions, 
which are in  our favor. I t  proves 
th a t there is something ro tten  in 
our own ranks.

We expect no th ing but betrayals 
fro m  the re fo rm is ts  and reactionary 
labor leaders. The key to the s itu ­
ation, therefore, is  in  the hands of 
the Communist. P arty . B u t the pa rty  
is in  the hands o f S ta lin ism  and 
th is  revision ism  of the program  
on basic in te rna tiona l questions and 
tactics th a t f lo w  from  th is  is the 
determ in ing fac to r in  th is  g la ring  
con trad ic tion  between favorable 
conditions and the Communist P a r­
ty ’s present position in  the A m eri­
can class struggle.

P olitical Forces

W ithout, a doubt, the tw o main 
po litica l forces of the conference 
were the S ta lin is ts  and the Le ft 
Opposition. The S ta lin is ts  who have 
been exercising on us fo r  the last 
several years up to a few  months 
ago by k ick in g  us out o f conferences 
were forced to  recognize us offi­
c ia lly . The presid ing committee 
was forced to nom inate us fo r the 
Resolutions Committee. We were 
elected to the Perm anent N a tiona l 
Committee. We compelled the adop­
tion  of some im portan t ¡m ints of 
our policy.

This was not due to  any change 
of heart by the S ta lin is ts . I t  was 
due to the fac t th a t the L e ft Oppo­
s ition  had a mass pressure great 
enough, in  re la tion  to  the pressure 
o f the S ta lin is t forces, to demand 
recognition. T he  L e ft  O pposition 
had delegates from  bona fide trade 
unions, unemployment organizations, 
defense committees, etc., th a t could 
not be ignored w ith o u t ig no ring  a 
decisive section o f the conference 
itse lf. F o r example, to ignore the 
large delegation from  the Progres­
sive M iners o f Am erica would have 
to ignore the most im portan t mass 
organization in  the conference.

The Lovestone r ig h t w ingers had 
a hard figh t to  obta in  the right, to 
the flo o r fo r  even five .minutes. 
T h e ir f lo o r tactics were te rr ib le  and 
th e ir  r ig h t w ing  po licy was even 
worse. A  clear line  o f difference 
on po licy could be seen between 
them  and the L e ft O pposition. The 
r ig h t  w ing  had no pressure o f im ­
portance re la tive  to the pressure of 
the organized S ta lin is t caucus, w h ile  
the L e ft Opposition had a pressure 
and ^policy th n t was able to  make 
d rastic  inroads in to  the S ta lin is t 
o rig in a l plans. On the o ther hand, 
w ith  ou r pressure we were able to 
th row  our force w ith  the S ta lin is ts  
on specific issues where they were 
in  the m ain correct and thereby 
keep in tact the u n ity  o f the con­
ference as w e ll as weaken the a n ti­
communist tendencies o f the ocn- 
ference th a t the S ta lin is t blunders 
helped free. T h is  is the correct 
fun c tion  in  a un ited fro n t.

Goldman, a delegate fro m  Chica 
go, pointed out th a t the conference 
was a good s ta rt bu t too narrow , 
saying th a t over 75 percent was xh e  S o lu t io n

• 'v lng workers. Scott, who re-, In  the t  the S ta lin ls ts  had t0 
pied to G oldm ans c r it ic is m  on th is  b(. (.rU ic is(,(, frora the r lght , because 
and many other points made a poor tlie Ip m lited  f r ont from  below was
JV'V ° f, '  : He “ «1 011 th ls  P°m t an u ltra - le ft deviation. In  th is  con- 
tha t Goldman objects to having a furen where the u llitc d  fr0 n t of
f!nntfirpili»p W ith  7~ rto«v»an + L e ftconference w ith  75 percent

ri. ¡ , about the ( ' (,1<lman had pointed out, ub l we bad t  figh t them from  the
io  rem ind eieryone about tne th a t 7o percent of the conference

organizations replaced the old forn i-

lir iv e  we repeat: the d rive  runs to was L e ft w ing  in  order to  show 
June 1 ; the u n it o f scoring is  a tha t we have been able to b ring  the 
sub irrespective of its  le ng th ; to L e ft w ing element together in  a 
the comrade who stands f irs t in  the un ited fro n t bu t th a t we m ust now 
lis t  goes a complete set o f the three bu ild  up and around th is  L e f t  w ing  
volumes o f comrade T ro tsky ’s H is - a broad layer o f o ther Am erican 
to ry  o f the Russian I te v o lu t i in ; to workers.
the comrade who stands second, a 1 Some members o f the committee 
bound volume of the M ilita n t, e ither j and most S ta lin is ts  cannot d isting- 
fo rm at, tha t is, the f irs t  issues up ish positive from  destructive c r it i-  
to  the summer o f 1931 (o ld  fo rm a t) , cism.
or the issues from  the summer o f 
1931 to the end of 1932 (new 
fo rm at. )

accomplish th a t.”

I t  was un fo rtuna te  th a t the U n i­
ted F ron t was no t as broad as i t  
should have been. B u t here the 
blame rests squarely w ith  the 
leaders of the socia list p a rty  whoin  the fo llo w in g  way. When the , . , , , ,

boss does not like  a w orker because1 h!lJ e consistently sabotaged every
he is a good union man, the w orker 
is sacrificed, th row n  out of h is job, 
and so actua lly  e lim inated fro m  the 
union. T h is  has happened in  so 
many cases th a t i t  is  a genuine 
th rea t to  the fu tu re  of the union 
and to the confidence o f the mem­
bers in  the union.

I f  these lessons are fu l ly  learned 
and properly applied, the union has 
before i t  a great fu tu re  in  the revo­
lu tio n a ry  tirade union movement, 
bu t i t  cannot go on as i t  has done 
in  the past w ith o u t paying the 
heaviest penalties in  loss o f g row th  
and influence. — J. G.

attem pt a t a U n ited F ro n t o ffered 
them. The only tw o  p o lit ic a l or- 
ganiations represented on the m arch 
outside o f the Communist pa rty , was 
the C P LA  (M uste group) and the 
Opposition. | The C P LA  ju s t th rived  
in  the reflected g lo ry  o f p a rtic ip a t­
in g  in  an ac tion  w ith  Communists.

As fo r  the p o lit ic a l aspects of 
the dem onstration, they w i l l  be 
dealt w ith  in  a fu tu re  issue.

GLEE-ROSS

the

"Unde r  the Leadership 
of General O’Ryan”

The log ica l consequence of 
po licy w h ich led to the catastrophe 
in Germany by the re jection  of the 
un ited fro n t o f workers organiza­
tions “ under the leadership of

Young W orkers Revolt 
Against “New Deal”

W ork ing  Class youth w h ich  en­
tered the fo restry  conservation 
corps, deceived by the Roosevelt 
“ new deal”  propoganda, is in  revo lt.

A lready 371 o f the Camp D ix  
contingent o f 1,407 have qu it. 
Forty-five  o f these are charged w ith  
in c it in g  a revo lt and 141 refused 
to take the- special oath fo r  fo r ­
estry service. The rest le ft  because 
of illness and discontent.

There is increasing reluctance

Comrade S ta lin ”  was po ignantly  
good bovs, and conducting th e ir  depicted the o ther day. The offi-
strikfe no d iffe re n tly  than the A F  ««1 Communist p a rty  marched in  „  ,
of L  denending on legal arguments the un ited fro n t w ith  Rabbi W ise -vmong workm gclass youth to  fu r th -  
ta  the c o u r t- ro L ,  not mass pressure and Judge H ofstaedter a t the eV en lis t in  these th in ly  disguised 
in  the  streets. They were v io len tly  Jew ish a n ti-H it le r  protest— “ under concentration camps. In  Nassau 
opposed to  action proposed by com-'the leadership o f General O’Ryan,” j County on ly 213 o f the a lloted 805 
rades fo r  the purpose o f b ring ing  so to  speak . . . I jobs have been taken.

secret maps w hich pass fro m  hand 
to hand, and upon w hich are in ­
scribed the new boundaries in  the 
East. I t  is  a m atte r o f d iv id in g  a 
s ix th  of the ea rth  and the th e ir  
appetite is tremendous.

F irs t  o f a ll, a r tic le  5 o f the 
tre a ty  d ra ft  (o f M usso lin i) p ro­
vides th a t the fo u r powers— to  
w hich Poland, the L it t le  Entente, 
Japan in  the East and Am erica, as 
pro tector o f the  whole p ro jec t may 
jo in — attem pt to  fo llow  a common 
line  outside o f Europe and in  colo­
n ia l affa irs. A ga inst whom? Such 
a European a lliance can very  w e ll 
be directed also against the U. S. 
A . B u t a ll these states are de­
pendent upon America, and Roos­
evelt, who feels the po in t o f th is  
a lliance pressing up against h im ­
self, w i l l  a ttem p t w ith  a l l the 
greater energy to  tu rn  the whole 
a lliance against the U. S. S. R. 
Europe w i l l  obey, th a t is  in d is ­
putable. Furtherm ore, the A m eri­
can bankers are n a tu ra lly  counting 
upon cu lling  great riches fro m  such 
a w ar, since the Am erican arm a­
ment in d u s try  w i l l  be in  a position 
to f i l l  the orders o f the whole 
w orld .

The powers, England, France, 
Germany and I ta ly  are guarantee­
ing European peace. B u t who is 
i t  th a t threatens th is  peace? The 
Soviet Union does no t even begin 
to  th in k  o f s ta rtin g  a w a r A l l  the 
worse fo r  her. The German Com­
munists, too, d id  no t th in k  o f be-

T lie  fact, th a t a fte r  fou r years 
o f the cris is  the Am erican w orkers 

CO UNTER R E V O LU TIO N A R Y ” ! organized the largest, most repre- 
The fo llow ing  is a le tte r  we have sen ^ lvc u n l^<‘<* ^ro llt  np t on un­

received from  the Canadian govern- cmp oymen* > 11 011 social insur-
ment, Customs and Excise D iv is ion

le ft, because they deviated to  the 
r ig h t of the Len in is t concept. In  
the main resolution, they had a sen­
tence s ta tin g  th a t there would be 
no at/acks on organizations p a r t i­
c ipating in  the un ited fro n t. Th is 
is a non-aggression pact, no m atter 
how one tries  to exp la in  i t  away. 
One must not confuse tw o  d iffe rent 
k inds of atacks, slander and c r i t i ­
cism of po licy. We presented a 
m in o rity  report on the m ain reso­
lu tio n  s ta tin g  the fo llo w in g : “ Each 
organization entering the un ited 
fro n t obligates its e lf  to  discip line 
in  action bu t re ta ins its  complete 
independence and its  r ig h t  o f c ri-

( Continued on Page 4)

o f the  N a tiona l Revenue D epart­
ment :

P o rt o f Toronto, 
M arch 20th, 1933.

M r. J. S tewart,
37 Orange Ave.,
Toronto, Canada.
S ir :

R e la tive  to  your im portation of 
pamphlets entitled , “ In  Defense of. 
the Russian R evolu tion” , entered 
in  the Customs Postal B ranch o f 
th is  P o rt under' m anifest Nos. 
160213 and 192161.

The Commissoner o f Customs, 
O ttawa, has refused permission fo r 
these publications to enter Canada, 
bu t advises th a t same may be re­
turned to  sender upon payment o f 
re tu rn , postage charges am ounting 
to $0.34 by you.

Should you fa i l  to  arrange fo r  
the re tu rn  o f the parcels w ith in  
ten days from  the date o f th is  
le tte r the im p o rta tio n  w i l l  be 
seized in  accordance w ith  the re­
gu la tions o f the Canadian Customs 
T a riff.

J. H . B E R TR A M , 
CO LLECTO R OF N A T IO N A L  

R E V E N U E
Comment on th is  le tte r is super­

fluous. T h is  is the fo u rth  o r f if th  
pam phlet o f the L e ft Opposition 
banned from  Canada by the au tho r­
ities. W e recommend to the S ta l­
in is ts  to give th is  inc ident a l i t t le  
though t and to  figure ou t ju s t how 
th e ir  designation o f us as counter­
revo lu tion is ts  and renegades jibes 
w ith  these actions o f the Canadian 
government. I t  appears io  os th a t

N O W  O F F  T H E  P R E S S '

The O N LY  R O AD
By L E O N  T R O T S K Y

The Only Road follows out the line o f thought advanced by 
Trotsky in  W hat N ext and applies it, in a b rillian t M arxist an­
alysis, to the situation in  Germany as it  developed up to the 
period im m ediately preceding H itle r ’s accession to power.

The Only Roard is an indispensable document for an under­
standing of the social forces a t w ork in  Europe. I t  throws the 
ligh t of M arxist illum ination on the roles of bourgeois dem­
ocracy, Bonapartism and Fascism in  the service of the capitalist 
repression of the working class.

I t  makes a damning indictm ent of the treacherous passivity of 
the social democracy which held back m illions of workers from  
struggle against the advancing me nace of Fascism. And it  harsh 
ly  condemns the crim inal and capitulationist policies of the 
bureaucratic centrists in  the S talin ist apparatus of the C. I .  
ami the C. P. G.

Against these policies which, in  th eir to ta lity , betrayed the 
German working class to the butchery' of Fascism is advanced 
the concrete analysis of the L e ft Opposition which, now, must 
assimilated be in  order to lay the ground for the resurgence of 
the revolutionary movement.
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Collapse of C.P.G. and O ur Tasks
(Continued From  Last Issue)

B u t how can we bu ild  a new p a rty  
in  Germany w ith o u t breaking w ith  
the Com intern, re jo in  the ones who, 
despite a ll, would like  to  force the 
con trad ic tions o f the h is to ric  p ro­
cess in to  the fram ew ork  o f the con­
s titu tio n . We m ust say th a t th is  
side of the question seems to us 
least im portan t. W hy, even a t the 
tim e  when we were excluded from  
the C om intern and declared our­
selves a fac tio n  thereof, the m atte r 
o f the constitu tion  was not o f h igh ­
est standing. F o r us i t  is  a ques­
tion  o f a po litica l course, and not 
o f the bookkeeping. I f  any section 
o f the Com intern w i l l  yet succeed in  
rebu ild ing  its e lf on a healthy basis, 
we w ill, ' o f course, lean on th is  po­
s itio n  to  hasten the rebu ild ing  of 
the whole C o m in te rn ; then our re­
la tions w ith  the constitu tion  also 
w i l l  become much impijovect. I f ,  
however, the S ta lin is t bureaucracy 
w i l l  b ring  the USSR to  ru in , then 
no one w i l l  reca ll the constitu tion—  
i t  w i l l  be necessary to  bu ild  a 
F ou rth  In te rn a tion a l.

Le t us however re tu rn  to Ger­
many. In  the f irs t days o f M arch 
the German Communist P a rty  s t i l l  
meant a centra lized apparatus, tens 
o f newspapers, thousands o f un its, 
tens o f thousands o f members, m il­
lions o f votes. We declared our­
selves a p a rt o f th is  p a rty  and by 
th a t took a respons ib ility  fo r  the 
p a rty  as a whole before the outside 
w orld  ; o f course, not fo r the sake o f 
the S ta lin is t apparatus bu t fo r  the 
sake o f the low er un its  connected 
w ith  it .  W ith  th e ir  a id  we hoped in  
tim e, th a t is, p r io r  to  a catastrophe, 
to renew the leadership o f the pa rty . 
Now, when the o ffic ia l apparatus, 
arm ored by u ltim a tism  and ille g a l­
ity , m ust trans fo rm  its e lf completely 
in to  a S ta lin is t agency, there can 
be no thought o f in fluenc ing  i t  
th rough  the low er s tra ta  from  w hich 
i t  is com pletely cu t off.

True, the S ta lin is t press o f a ll the 
w o rld  ta lks  o f the “ regeneration”  
o f the German Com m unist P arty  
underground (the  ille g a l R o t «  
Fa line, leafle ts, etc., etc.) T h a t the 
local o rgan izations would s ta rt to  
s t ir  a fte r  a tem porary daze, was 
clear in  advance. T ha t the appara­
tus of such a large pa rty , disposing 
o f a numerous personnel and money, 
can issue ille g a lly  and sem i-legally 
a considerable qu a n tity  of lite ra ­
tu re— there is no th ing surp ris ing  in  
tha t. B u t we m ust repeat a g a in : 
the German Communist P a rty  has 
no illeg a l apparatus connected w ith  
the masses. W hat i t  has are the 
remains of the '  o ld organ ization 
which, by the w i l l  o f H it le r  found 
themselves in  an ille g a l state. Th is 
is  no t one and the same th ing . I f  
the German Communist P a rty  is 
active today i t  is  due to the fac t 
th a t H it le r  has ju s t started his ex­
ecutioner’s job and th a t the reac­
tion  has not penetrated deeply 
enough in to  the pa rty . B o th  these 
processes however1 are on the order 
o f the day. They w i l l  go pa ra lle l 
to each other, nourish ing and accel­
e ra ting  each other.

F o r an ille g a l Com m unist pa rty  
a special selection o f people is nec- 
esary who understand the extent 
o f the catastrophe and have a clear 
perspective and confidence in  th e ir  
banner. Such a selection can be 
made in  no other' w ay than on the 
basis o f an irreconcilab le  c ritic ism  
o f the past, i The collapse o f the 
organ ization of the S ta lin is ts , in ­
evitab le  in  itse lf, w i l l  release ele­
ments and clear the soil fo r  the 
creation o f an illeg a l revo lu tiona ry  
pa rty .

B u t, one o f the German comrades 
ob jec ts : politically the p a rty  is, o f 
course, a corpse; organizationally 
i t  is a live .”  T h is  fo rm u la  reveals 
best of a l l the erroneousness o f the 
position o f my opponent. A  p a rty  
w h ich  is dead p o lit ic a lly  cannot 
have a “ liv e ”  organ ization, since an 
organization is on ly  a too l o f po licy.

New Party is O nly  
Marxian Policy

Opposition. To pose the question 
in  th is  m anner is to* be steeped 
through and th rough  in  apparatus 
fe tish ism . Today, as yesterday, our 
m ain task is  to fo rm  cadres. B u t 
th is  is not m erely an organ izationa l 
problem, i t  is a p o lit ic a l problem : 
cadres are formed on the basis of 
a defin ite  perspective. To w arm  up 
again the slogan o f pa rty  re form  
means to set know ing ly  a utop ian 
aim  and by th a t to  push our ow n 
cadres tow ard new and ever sharper 
disappointm ents. W ith  such a 
course the L e ft  Opposition would 
only become the hanger-on o f a 
decomposing pa rty  and w u ld  disap­
pear fro m  the scene together w ith  
it.

Agreeing w ith  the fa c t th a t the 
old jw r ty  is liqu ida ted  and even ad­
m itt in g  in  essence the in e v ita b ility  
o f creating a new pa rty , one o f 
the opponents strives fo r delay, fo r 
a m ora to rium  o f a k ind . H is  a rg u ­
ments are o f the fo llo w in g  na tu re : 
on ly 10 perlen t o f the p a rty  mem­
bers, true, the most valuable ones, 
are c r it ic a lly  incined and lis ten  to  
u s : the rem a in ing 90 percent and 
m a in ly  the new recru its , have not 
a t a l l understood ye t the m istakes 
o f the pa rty . Prom  th is, i t  fo llow s, 
th a t we m ust exp la in to these 90 
percent, step by step, w hat occurred 
and on ly  a fte r tha t, s ta rt to  bu ild  
a new pa rty . T h is  is an abstractly - 
propogandist, and no t a p o lit ic a l 
— o r speaking ph ilosoph ica lly : a 
ra tio n a lis tic  and not a d ia lec tic—  
approach to the problem.

I t  would o f course be splendid i f  
we could place 90 percent o f the 
young Communists in to  a b ig  school 
and give them a fu l l  course o f study. 
B u t alas, these 90 percent fe ll in to  
f he school o f H itle r .  Today already 
they are no t on ly h a lf-to rn  from  
the pa rty  but fro m  po litics  in  gen­
era l. A  p a rt w i l l  go to  Fascism, a 
more considerable p a rt w i l l  become 
ind iffe rent. These processes w i l l  de­
velop w ith in  the next few  weeks 
and m onths :counter-revo lution, ju s t 
as revo lu tion, w orks fast. Under 
the in fluence o f the decomposition 
o f the pa rty , the ebbing aw ay of 
the masses, the p o litica l s te r il ity  of 
the  apparatus— a ll the best ele­
ments o f the old pa rty  w i l l  keep on 
asking themselves and o th e rs : w hat 
to do? In  th is  s itua tion , to  provide

them w ith  the slogan o f “ re fo rm ”  
would s im p ly  mean to mock a t 
them. In  moments o f greatest crisis 
we m ust proceed not fro m  the 
qu ick ly  changing moods o f the pa r­
ty  mass, bu t from  ob jective changes 
in  the p o lit ic a l s itua tion . Many 
o f those Communists who today are 
s t i l l  a fra id  to break w ith  th e ir  

bureaucracy, w i l l  blame us tom orrow  
fo r  de lud ing them, fo r  keeping up 
the fic tion  o f the o ld  p a r ty ; pushing 
off from  us, they w i l l  go to the 
B rand lerites o r to the anarchists. 
Thp B rand lerites, as is reported, are 
a lready ca llin g  fo r  a new p a r ty : 
th is  Shows tha t, a lthough opportun­
ists, they are po litic ians. I f  we, 
w ith  our revo lu tiona ry  p la tfo rm , 
should prove ourselves doctrina ires, 
then opportun is tic  po litic ians w i l l  
always succeed in  pushing us aside.

W hat practically speaking w i l l  be 
our re lations w ith  the S ta lin is t o r­
ganization in  Germany in  the next 
period? T h is  question, na tu ra lly , 
in terests the comrades most. M ust 
we, ask ou r opponents, break w ith  
local organizations o f the o ld  party? 
No, th a t would be absurd. We must 
re c ru it  the revo lu tionaries in  a ll 
w o rkers ’ organizations, and p r i­
m a rily  in  the un its  o f the old pa rty , 
insofar as they exist. When the 
T h ird  In te rn a tio n a l proclaim ed the 
complete break w ith  the Second th is  
d id  not prevent the Communists 
from  w o rk ing  fo r  a considerable 
perid o f tim e  w ith in  the social dem­
ocra tic  parties and even o f conquer­
ing the m a jo rity  of the French 
pa rty  together w ith  l ’Hum anite. 
A ll  the m ore so, our course towards 
a new’ p a rty  cannot and m ust not 
prevent our w o rk ing  in  the un its  
o f the old pa rty .

But, we hear the objection, the 
very slogan o f a new pa rty  w i l l  
antagonize against us the rank and 
file  on th is  basis are possible: but 
we had also con flic ts  in  the past 
despite the  slogan o f “ re fo rm .”  We 
need not doubt, however, th a t in  j 
the life  of the active un its  o f the 
o ld  pa rty  much more space w i l l  be 
given to the re la tions w ith  th e ir  
own C entra l Committee than to the 
question o f our new perspective. 
Here we may expect ever sharper1 
con flic ts . The Centra l Committee 
w il l  defend S ta lin  and i ts e l f : there in  
lies its  main objective. The w orker 
Communists w i l l  demand honest an­
swers and clear perspectives. W h ile  
we stood on the position o f reform , 
we did  not advocate the breaking 
o f d iscip line. Now the s itua tion  is

Huan Ping Betrays Chinese Party;Chen 
Du Siu Fights Kuomintang in Jail

The le tte r  p rin ted  below was 
recently sent us by one o f our 
Chinese comrades. More exten­
sive reports on events in  the 
Fafi East, the comrade says in  
a note, are soon forthcom ing.

— Ed.
Shanghai, China

Dear Com rades:
I  am^ sorry  to  te ll you about the 

near collapse o f the S ta lin is t P arty . 
Three m onths ago there was a 
great change in  the Communist 
movement. M any fa ith fu l and im ­
po rta n t S ta lin is ts  are now regis­
tered in  the K uo M in  Tang pa rty . 
According to  custom, when a rene­
gade takes the step, he m ust reg­
is te r a t the “ Departm ent o f USSR 
R etu rn  Students, R egistry o f CEC 
o f K M T  P a rty .”  A fte r  reg is tra tio n  
they m ust o ffic ia lly  pub lish  a detailed 
account as to w hy and how they 
became renegades. These refiegades 
a ll fo rm erly  belonged to  the CEC 
o f the CP.

The f irs t brave renegade is 
Hw ang-P in. He was a member of 
P o litica l Bureau o f the P arty .
He went v o lu n ta r ily  to  Nanking. 

I f  however, the p a rty  is dead w e ! When he registered, the  P a rty  not 
m ust make the diagnosis openly, only d id  not know any th ing  about 
before the face of the workers, h is action bu t urged the w orkers to
w ith  a l l the necessary conclusions. 
W hat p a rt o f the o ld  heritage w i l l  
be transform ed to  the new party , 
w ha t w i l l  be the form s o f the trans­
fe r, w ha t w i l l  be the stages in  the 
development o f the new pa rty , w ha t 
the re la tions between the bu ilders 
and the remains o f the old organiza­
tion— a ll these are very im portan t 
questions, w h ich w i l l  have to  be 
answered depending upon the de­
velopment o f  the whole s itua tion . 
B u t in  o rder th a t the answer sha ll 
not be false, not illu so ry , we m ust 
s ta rt from  w ha t Is irrevocab ly es­
tab lished by h is to ry : p o lit ic a lly  the 
S ta lin is t p a rty  is dead. A m b igu i­
ties and subterfuges are im perm iss­
ib le : they would on ly  th ro w  us off 
o u r own path.

“The P arty Dead—
The Organization Alive?”

The same comrade w r ite s : “ The 
slogan o f reform  is  meaningless, as 
we do not know now w hat and how 
to re fo rm ; but we are also against 
the slogan o f a new party since we 
do not consider th a t the fa te  o f the 
o ld  p a rty  is fin a lly  decided.”  One 
con trad ic tion  is p iled  on top  o f an­
other, despite the fa c t th a t the 
w r ite r  is  an observant and keen 
comrade. I f  the p a rty  is “ p o lit ic a lly  
dead,”  th a t means th a t its  fa te  is

collect money fo r  the support o f his 
fa m ily  and asked the “ Hum an 
R ights Defense League”  under the 
leadership o f Mme. Sun Yet-Sen, 
to do something for' h im , th a t is  to 
get hi.s release. (B u t H w ang took 
a hundred thousand do lla rs from  
file  K M T .) The P a rty  also to ld  
the workingm en th a t “ revo lu tion  
a ry ”  H w ang w i l l  be executed by 
the K M T . B u t on ly three days a fte r 
our “ revo lu tiona ry ”  H w ang d is­
patched a very brave a rtic le , “ M y 
P o litica l Creed”  to  the Chinese 
press in  w h ich  he te lls  us th a t ac­
cord ing to  h is 15 years o f revo­
lu tio n a ry  experience, the Commu­
nist movement has no th ing to  do 
w ith  the na tiona l sa lva tion  th a t i t  
ra the r forces upon China more co l­
onization. The Chinese Communists, 
he says, take the roubles frbm  
USSR and spend i t  fo r  themselves. 
“ They have common ownership fo r  
women members.”  In  conclusion he 
te lls  us th a t the on ly road to  li fe  
is under the banner o f K M T ’s 
three principles!

The same a rtic le  is also signed by 
other. S ta lin is ts . One is  the Chief 
o f the O rganization Com m ittee of 
Y.C.L. and another is a member o f 
the CEC and member o f Red Trade 
Union In te rn a tion a l, his name is

known about the  “ Old M an” ; He 
was arrested about a h a lf  year 
ago and w il l  stand t r ia l  in  A p r il.  
He has w ritte n  a “ defense”  plead- 
not g u ilty . T h is  “ defense”  yester­
day was sent here by h is lawyer. 
Here in  b rie f, are the details, as 
fo llo w s :

1) I t  is  a classical type. Th is 
type is ju s t the same as his “ Dec­
la ra tio n  o f R evo lu tionary L ite ra t­
ure ten years ago. T h is  D eclara tion 
m arked a new period fo r  Chinese 
life . 1925-27 revo lu tion  is its  prod­
uct.

2) Comrade Chen te lls  us why 
he transform ed the lite ra ry  revo lu­
tion  in to  the p o lit ic a l revo lu tion  and 
why he became a Communist.

3) There fo llow s, in  deta il, the 
aims o f Communist Society.

4) The Communist p a rty ’s new 
tac tirs , fo llow s the “ D ra ft  Pro 
gram ”  o f L . L).

5) A  condemnation of the K M T . 
“ From  the bourgeois po in t o f view 
the meaning o f na tion contains 3 
elements— bu t now the K M  has 
crue lly  beaten the people,”  handed 
over M anchuria  to Japanese Im peri 
alism. In  short, the K M T  desn’t  
rea lly  know its  master— In te rn a  
tion a l Im peria lism .

6) So he is not a tra ito r .  For' 
he d id  not sell his nation bu t ra the r 
worked to  save the nation o f op­
pressed people. Today the K M T  
doesn’t  command the arm y to  f ig h t 
against Japanese Im peria lism  but 
concentrates a t K iangs i to figh t 
against the Red A rm y  whose aim 
is to  free China fro m  the hand of 
in te rna tiona l im peria lism .

7) He is not g u ilty . H is  g u ilt 
is f ig h t in g  against the K M T  which 
now prepares to  sell China to the 
Japanese and other Im peria lis ts .

We are collecting money to  pub­
lish  th is  “ Defense”  and w i l l  trans­
la te  i t  in to  German, Eng lish, etc. 
I t  can prove our “ T ro tsk is ts ”  are 
qu ite  d iffe rent from  the S ta lin ists. 
Though we are in  prison we figh t 
the K M T ; bu t S ta lin is ts  cap itu la te  
to the K M T  when free.

Comrades! te ll th is  news to 
Am erican workers.

HC
IN  T H E  N E X T  IS S U E

Lack o f space and a delay in  the 
m ails have forced us to  relegate 
several im portan t documents on the 
Chicago congress to  the next issue. 
Among these are the m ain resolu­
tion , and the m otions and amend­
ments presented by the delegation 
o f the L e ft  O pposition ; supplemen-

ra d ica lly  changed. W e w i l l  propose 
in  the un its  the re fusa l to d is tr ib ­
ute worthless offic ia l lite ra tu re , the 
boycott o f the apparatus, the break 
w ith  the C. E. C. I t  is  understood 
th a t we w il l  do a ll th is  ta c tfu lly  
and sensibly, considering the level 
of each u n it and the circumstances. 
B u t our m ain line  w il l  be th a t o f 
a new pa rty . And we need not 
doubt th a t in  spite o f th is  line  our 
re la tions w ith  the revo lu tionary 
p a rty  un its, in  a new s itua tion , in  
ille g a lity , w i l l  be incom parably 
more friend ly , than in  the preceding 
period when we wanted to be only 
a faction.

We m ust not fo rge t also th a t i t  
is not a m atte r o f the Communist 
p a rty  alone. The p o litica l collapse 
o f the social democracy makes the 
appearance o f a new “ independent”  
p a rty  from  its  m idst very probable. 
Can we suppose even fo r  a moment 
th a t the S ta lin is t apparatus w il l  be 
capable o f a ttra c tin g  the le ft social 
democracy to  its  side, o r even o f 
in fluenc ing  i t  in  a revo lu tionary 
fashion? T h is  is excluded before­
hand. B y th e ir  u ltim a tism , as w e ll 
as by th e ir  whole past, w h ich  they 
do not w ant to and cannot renounce, 
the S ta lin is ts  w i l l  on ly slow up the 
development o f the social demo­
c ra tic  opposition, p laying, in  the 
service o f Weis, the ro le o f a gar 
den scare-crow. From  th is  po in t o f 
view also, the perspective o f a new 
p a rty  places its e lf im pera tive ly  on 
the order o f the day.

No Illusions!
Behind the m a jo rity  o f p o lit ic a l 

and logica l objections, there re a lly  
lu rks  an unexpressed sentim enta l 
considera tion : the S ta lin is t appara­
tus is under the blows o f Fascism, 
many devoted and unselfish com­
rades are try in g  w ith  a l l th e ir  m ight 
to save the organ ization— is i t  per­
m issible under such conditions to 
“ discourage”  the fighters? T h is  a r­
gument can be best expressed by 
two lines from  a verse o f a Russian 
p o e t: “ E levating  illus ion  is more 
precious to us than the darkness o f 
b itte r  tru th .”  B u t the philosophy of 
Pushkin is not the philosophy of 
M arxism . When, a t the beginning 
o f the century, we strugg led against 
the pe tty  bourgeois illus ions  and 
adventurism  o f the Social Revolu- 
tinaries, many good souls not only 
in  the N arodn ik camp, bu t even in  
our m idst, in d ig na n tly  broke w ith  
the Le n in is t Isk ra  wh ich, you see, 
allowed its e lf to c ritic ise  te rro r 
un m erc ifu llly  a t the tim e when the 
te rro ris ts  were perish ing in  the 
hangman’s noose. We rep lied : the 
aim  o f ou r c r it ic is m  consists pre­
cisely in  tearing  away the revo­
lu tio n a ry  heroes from  in d iv id u a l 
te rro rism  and in  leading them to 
the road o f mass struggle. The 
ille g a l apparatus, appended to  Man 
u ilsky-S ta lin , can bring  no th ing to 
the German p ro le ta ria t save new 
m isfortunes. We m ust say th is  open­
ly  and w ith o u t delay, in  order to 
save hundreds and thousands o f 
revo lu tionaries from  a fru itle ss  
waste o f th e ir  energies.

L. TR O TS K Y  
-P rinkipo, A p r i l 9,1933

Chicago Symposium
(Continued from  Page 1)

Opposition is in  its e lf a tr ib u te  to 
the L e ft Opposition’s great h is to ric  
role in  the strugg le fo r  un ited 
w o rk ing  class action as w e ll as to 
its  g row ing strength and influence.

Comrade A lbert G lotzer, of the 
N a tiona l Executive Committee, w i l l  
represent the Communist League 
(L e ft O pposition); H erbert Zam, 
the Communist Party-Opposition 
(Lovestonites); John W illiam son, 
O rgan iza tiona l Secretary o f D is tr ic t 
8, the Communist P arty, U . S. A .; 
and Hym an Scheid, the socialist 
party. The tim e : Friday, M ay 19, 
at 8 p.m. The p la ce : 3322 W . Doug­
las B lvd., Chicago. Adm ission is 
15 cents. The symposium is to be 
held under the auspices o f the 6th 
Congressional D is tr ic t  o f the So­
c ia lis t pa rty .
Chicago workers, attend en masse.

ta ry  notes by comrade G lotzer and 
decided. T he  apparatus w i l l  not 1* ne-F^ee. | an an a ly tica l a rtic le  by comrade
resuscitate i t :  as testified  by exper-1 Dear Comrades, these gentlemen Cannon. In  the ext issue also, the
ience, an apparatus can k i l l  the were »H w e ll known pioneers o f 
liv in g  but. not resuscitate the dead, the A nti “Counter-Revolutionary”
I f  the slogan o f reform  o f the old 
p a rty  is “ meaningless,”  then noth ing 
rem ains but the slogan o f a new 
party .

The opponents are m a in ly  f r ig h t ­
ened by the re la tio n  o f forces: we, 
Bolshevik-Lenin ists, declare as liq ­
uidated a b ig  organ ization w h ich  is 
■still capable today of issu ing ten 
tim es as much lite ra tu re  and spend 
a thousand tim es more money than 
we, and yet, we “ p roc la im ”  a new 
p a rty  in  the name o f the  sm all L e ft

Trotskist Struggle.
A fte r  these renegades deserted, 

many p a rty  branches and cells 
th rough China were destroyed by 
the K M T  and many revo lu tion is ts  
were arrested.

As to  our L e ft Opposition since 
the “ O ld M an”  (Chen D u-S iu) was 
arrested, no one ce ll has been de- 
stoyed by K M T . O ur organ ization 
is  strong and our comrades are 
fa ith fu l.

A  very  valuable b it  o f news is

discussion on the new tasks in  Ger­
many, opened up by the -artic le o f 
comrade T ro tsky, w i l l  be continued. 
Inc lud ing  among o ther th ings, a 
recent reso lu tion o f the N. E. C. 
o f the German Opposition. A n ad­
d itio n a l fea tu re  w i l l  be the D eclar­
a tion  o f the In te rn a tion a l L e ft 
Opposition to  the A n ti-F asc is t Con­
gress, to be held in  Copenhagen the 
com ing m onth. A  review  and an­
alysis o f the re fo rm is t “ Continenta l 
Congress”  a t W ashington has also 
been w ithhe ld  fo r  lack o f spade, 
u n t il ne rt week.
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Labor Writhes Under Nazi W h ip
O nly seven weeks were required 

fo r the German counter-revolution ' 
to complete its  f irs t stage. The H i t ­
le r government emerged on January 
30. A t its  pompous session in  Pots­
dam on M arch 21, the Reichstag 
sealed the fa te  o f pa rliam enta ry  
democracy and conferred fu l l  power 
upon the government. T h a t period 
decided fo r the tim e being the issue 
o f Communism o r Fascism in  Ger­
many. W ith  tha t commences an 
en tire ly  new h is to rica l period fo r 
the w o rk ing  class w h ich w i l l  have 
its  serious repercussions th rough­
out the w orld . The German workers 
retreated w ith o u t a struggle. The 
Communist, pa rty  leaders were re ­
vealed as the organizers o f defeat. 
Fascism remained the v ic to r and 
has ndw been able to  consolidate 
a v ir tu a l d icta torsh ip .

B u t the S ta lin is t leaders continue 
in  th e ir  previous course. In  a m ani­
festo issued from  th e ir  place o f 
refuge, dated M arch 15, i t  is  said 
th a t : “ O ur p a rty  has fought in  
b r i l l ia n t  fashion . . . .  Despite the 
pompous declarations o f the gov­
ernment, M arch 5 is no t a v ic to ry  
fo r  Fascism, i t  shows cn the con­
tra ry  th a t the masses o f the to il in g  
people are resolved to wage the 
strugg le  ,bo ld ly  and courageously.”  
And from  the S ta lin is t headquarters 
i t  is  m ainta ined in  Pravda of 
M arch 6 : “ The w o rk ing  masses of 
Germany cannot be in tim ida ted  
e ither by provocation o r slander. 
They are on the side o f the Com­
m un ist pa rty  and under its  leader­
ship w i l l  pu t an end to the Fascist 
regim e.”

I t  is  necessary to  make a correc­
tion  here. The w o rk ing  masses were 
prevented from  being on the side 
o f the C om m unist p a rty  by the 
fa ta l po licy o f its  leadership. And 
i t  is  w e ll to  add th a t the new tasks 
in  Germany w i l l  belong to the new 
Communist pa rty  w h ich  in  no case 
w i l l  be organized by the S ta lin ists.

For the moment the sad tru th  
m ust be recognized. I t  was the 
empty boastfu l phrases o f S ta lin ism  
w hich contribu ted so much to ren­
der the pa rty  im potent o f leader­
sh ip . They have no th ing to do w ith  
a M arx ian  analysis because they 
are not based upon re a lity  and can 
resu lt on ly in  adding fu rth e r con­
fusion to  the dem ora lization created 
by the serious defeat suffered. Above 
a ll, t,hey do not correspond w ith  
the complete fa ilu re  o f resistance.

P arliam entary democracy took 
leave in  a blaze o f to rch ligh ts , ac-

The events th a t took place du r­
in g  the last 12 months in  Greece 
proved the correctness o f the thesis 
o f the f irs t convention of the Greek 
L e ft  O pposition w h ich  convened in  
M arch, 1932. The numerous strikes 
o f M ay and June 1932 coupled w ith  
many peasant upris ings in  almost 
every p a rt o f Grece and especially 
the General S trike  in  A thens and 
Piraeus showed th a t the revo lu­
tion a ry  movement could have gained 
many v ictories once the ac tiv ities  
of the w o rk ing  class were directed 
by genuine iW orkers’ Councils sup­
plemented by the peasants’ com m it­
tees. The S ta lin is ts  sabotaged th is  
concrete proposal o f the L . O. and 
the heroic struggles of the Greek 
p ro le ta ria t were no t guided by a 
cen tra l body o f action. A lso the 
peasant upris ings were drowned in  
blood because they were spontane­
ous and le ft  w ith o u t d irection.

The h igh priests o f S ta lin ism  
were unable to  apply th is  method 
o f action  because o f the con trad ic­
tion  w ith  the famous “ un ited  f ro n t 
fro m  below.”  The catastrophic re­
sults o f th is  c rim in a l po licy created 
confusion among the w orkers en­
gaged in  the General S trike . The 
reform ists were able to  strengthen 
th e ir  position as a re s u lt o f the 
S ta lin is t s tup id ities and the only 
section th a t kept h igh  the  banner1 
o f Communism was the L e ft  Oppo­
s ition . Despite the heavy sacri­
fices o f the Opposition, inc lud ing  
the death o f Comrade Adamopoulos 
in  the picket line, our comrades 
were unable to  overcome the treach­
ery o f the re fo rm is ts  (whom  the 
S ta lin is ts  assisted to  a . g reat ex­
ten t by th e ir  “ Social-Fascism”  the­
o ry ) in  smashing th e ir  reluctance 
to  f ig h t when they saw c lea rly  th a t 
the S trike  was spreading to other 
c ities of Greece and assuming an 
acute revo lu tiona ry  character. W o­
men and ch ild ren jo ined  th e ir  fa ­
thers and husbands on the picket 
line.

S ta lin ism  in  Greece, as in  every 
o ther coun try  where i t  is confront­
ed w ith  an actua l struggle, succeeds 
on ly in  one point, th a t is, in  dis­
g rac ing the name o f Communism. 
Every action o f the S ta lin is ts  shows 
th is  very c learly. The aim  o f the 
L e ft Opposition is one o f defend­
ing the banner o f Communism 
w hich centrism  soils.

W h ile  S ta lin ism  a llies its e lf  w ith  
every k ind  o f petty-bourgeois ele­
ment under the banner of the 
W orker's’ and Farm ers’ bloc, i t  re­
fuses no t on ly co-operation bu t even 
support to  the Bolshevik-Lenin ists. 
I t  even resorts to  physica l violence 
to  avoid co-operation of the A rch io- 
M a rx is ts  w ith  the p a r ty ; i t  does 
not le t them approach the masses 
near the p a rty  and never gives 
them the op po rtu n ity  to speak. B ut 
w h ile  th is  po licy  is able qu ite  often 
to  s tifle  the voice o f sm all Oppo­
s it io n a l groups, i t  is  unable to  s ti­
f le  the  voice o f the A rc h io -M a ri-  
ists. The Greek O pposition has 
outstripped long ago the stage o f 
a mere O pposition and is trans-

Fascists Attack in the 
Guise of «Defense»

companied by the roar of guns and 
rin g in g  of churchbells, blessed by 
the sermon in  the I ’otsdam church 
over the tex t : " I f  god be w ith  us 
(Ihe Fascists) who can be against 
us.”  And the god who is always 
on the side o f the strong bayonets 
found his r ig h tfu l place in  Fascist 
Germany. H it le r  also fitted  h im self 
in to  th is  general setting and made 
a venture in to  the stratosphere by 
dedicating his address to  the people 
“ on the elevation o f the soul.”  Now 
he w i l l  proceed the more ferociously 
on te rra  firm a, in  destroying the 
on ly progressive class and ex te r­
m inating  its  organizations. He has 
already opened a number' of con­
cen tra tion  camps in  w h ich the most 
active Communist figh ters and so­
c ia l democrats are to be in terned 
and kept under the Fascist lash. 
One o f these camps is located at 
Dachau near M unich. I t  has “ ac­
comodations”  fo r  5,000. The other 
is located a t Heuberg in  W urtem ­
berg. W h ile  the ac tiv ities  took 
place in  Potsdam, 400 Communist 
prisoners were on th e ir way to the 
la tte r  camp.

Fascist Strategy in  Name of 
“Defense”

C hronologica lly one can trace the 
sweeping ra p id ity  o f the Fascist 
rise to  the fu l l  fledged d ic ta to rsh ip  
and to the ju s t as rap id , disorgan­
ized re trea t o f the Communist and 
social democratic movements. I ts  
b lun t strategy could become possible 
on ly in  view  of the fa ilu re  o f the 
p ro le ta rian  leaders, Communists and 
Socialists a like. T h e ir common 
fa ilu re  prepared the road fo r Fasc­
ism. To recount th is  stra tegy has 
value no t so much from  the point 
o f view  o f m erely recording w hat 
has passed, but p r im a rily  fo r  the 
sake o f ass im ila ting  the lessons 
o f these events fo r  the fu tu re  tasks.

As soon as H it le r  and his lie u ­
tenants entered the government 
they set as th e ir f irs t aim  the con­
tro l o f the police, not fo r  the na­
tio n a l coa lition, but fo r  the Fascists 
themselves. T h is  they accomplished 
in  the name o f the defense and 
security o f the people, strange as 
i t  may seem. H aving the a ffa irs  
o f the in te r io r  regime o f Prussia 
w e ll guarded in  the hands o f Goer-

form ed in to  a positive Communist 
force and in  a section o f the w o rk ­
ing  class is considered as the only 
guarantee of the revo lution.

These conditions imposed upon 
our (jreek comrades the du ty of 
d ire c tly  approaching the masses 
w hich S ta lin ism  disappoints and 
w h ich  become passively inclined, 
g iv ing  an easy v ic to ry  to  the reac­
tionaries. These duties our com­
rades understand very w e ll and as 
a f irs t  step they decided to  pu t up 
5 independent candidates du ring  
the elections of la s t M arch 5, at 
the same tim e a g ita tin g  fo r the 
other candidates of the party .

B y runn ing th e ir  candidates our 
comrades did  not expect any tre ­
mendous vic tories. On the con­
tra ry , as M arx is ts  they explained 
to  the  thousands o f workers tha t 
gathered a t th e ir  election ra llies  
w hy they ran th e ir  candidates and 
w ha t they could expect fro m  the 
elections. Also they carried long 
artic les in  th e ir  da ily  paper P a li 
Ton Taxoon exp la in ing  in  de ta il 
th is  im portan t tu rn  in  policy.

F irs t  o f a ll, they expla ined tha t 
they did  no t expect to get thou­
sands o f votes. F o r the tw o can­
didates o f Athens, comrades George 
V itso ris  and Charalambos Alexopou- 
los, they expected 500 votes. F o r the 
Salónica candidates, comrades A lex 
is Sakkos and John K e f alas, 400. 
F o r the candidate o f Oetylou, com­
rade Petro A nd ron i 100. These ex­
pectations were realized w ith  the 
exception o f Salónica, where the re­
ac tio n  attacked the Labor Centre, 
k ille d  seven w orkers and wounded 
105, confiscated the reg is tra tion  
book of the w orkers and thus pre­
vented them from  voting. Comrade 
A nd ron i was arrested du rin g  his 
election campaign and was beaten 
in to  unconsciousness.

The A rch io -M arx is ts  ran th e ir  
five candidates p r im a rily  because 
the S ta lin is ts  d id  not run  on a 
Communist tic k e t and, w hat is more 
im portan t, in  order to  speak to the 
masses and prove th a t Communism 
is not responsible fo r  the crimes of 
S talin ism .

The thousands o f S ta lin is t votes 
are no t a genuine proof th a t they 
are able to mobilize a ll these vot­
ers. On the con tra ry, they are p la­
ton ic gestures o f numerous petty- 
bourgeois and new ly radicalized 
workers. The S ta lin ists, as usurp­
ers o f the October revo lu tion, are 
able to get thousands o f votes as 
offic ia l representatives o f the Soviet 
Union.

In  view  o f these favorab le  con­
d itions o f S talin ism , every vote of 
our comrades is a genuine vote fo r 
Communism. A l l  the influence of 
S ta lin ism  w i l l  be transfe rred to  the 
A rch io -M arx is ts  once they suc­
ceed in  sweeping S ta lin ism  aside 
and bu ild ing  the U n ited Commu­
n is t P a rty . The most pow erfu l 
struggle between S ta lin ism  and B o l­
shevism is tak in g  place a t present 
in  Greece and its  development is 
earnestly fo llow ed by those who 
w ish to see the ris in g  o f Bolshevism

ing, they proceeded to appoint po- 
| lice commissioners fo r  the other 
! stales. Bavaria . W urtomberg, Sax- 
I oily. etc. These were not .just mere 
chiefs o f police but fu lly  au thorized 
commissioners whose imwers were 
symbolized by the act o f von Epp, 
commissioner fo r  Bavaria , in  ap­
po in ting a new government fo r  the 
state. Elsewhere w ith in  the various 
states and cities followed in  rap id  
succession the removal o f the elected 
governments, legislators, mayors and 
even regu lar functionaries and hired 
emlpoyees who did  not swear to 
the Fascist colors. A t f irs t i t  took 
place by the more po lite  method o f 
g ran ting  leaves of absence but la te r 
the v ictim s were v io len tly  chased 
out. A ll were replaced by Fascists. 
Step by step w ith  these inroads 
grew the suppression and complete 
proscrip tion  o f the w orkers’ press, 
th e ir  meetings and th e ir  organiza­
tions.

Thq Communist press and even 
the Socialist press fo rm e rly  count­
ing o f 192 papers is en tire ly  p ro­
scribed. The Communist aux ilia ries , 
the Reiclisbanner and other socialist 
organizations are dissolved and p ro­
hib ited. These actions were supple­
mented r ig h t along w ith  the neces­
sary emergency decrees. B u t in  a ll 
o f these the Fascists had fu lly  
learned the a r t of tak ing  the meas­
ures in  the name of the defense 
and security o f the people. The 
Fascist strategy managed to put 
the w o rk ing  class organizations in  
the position o f being the offenders— ■ 
the te rro r is t monster against w h ich  
they were defending the people The 
workers who had cause to speak 
in  the name of, and to take meas­
ures fo r, th e ir  own defense, and 
thereby the defense o f the m a jo rity  
of the iteople, fa iled  to do so. 
To put i t  more correctly , th e ir  pa r­
ties to w h ich  they had given a ll 
th e ir confidence— th e ir workers’ par­
ties and metre p a rtic u la r ly  th e ir  
pa rty  leaders— fa iled  to give such 
leadership, fa iled  to give any lead­
ersh ip at a ll.  The Fascist strategy, 
although crudely and c lum sily  ca r­
ried out nevertheless became super­
io r. The w o rk ing  class’ lack o f 
strategy, and where any was shown, 
its  false strategy, hastened the de­
feat.

To fu lly  comprehend the enor­
mous chasm presented here i t  is 
necessary to make a h is to rica l com­
parison w ith  the process o f the 
Bolshevik revo lu tion  under Lenin 
and T ro tsky. F o r example, a t the 
tim e o f the attempted K o rn ilo v  
counter-revolution, the Bolsheviks 
mobilized the weight o f the masses 
and through th e ir  deep antagonism 
to the K orn ilo v is ts  im pelled the 
Mensheviks to figh t un ited ly  w ith  
them under the slogan o f the de­
fense o f the people's revo lu tion. 
Also, at the tim e o f the Kerensky 
attem pt to s tr ip  l ’e trograd o f its  
revo lu tina ry  soldiers, the Bolshe­
viks frus tra ted  i t  under the slogan 
o f the “ defense o f the revo lu tiona ry  
cap ita l.”  The subsequent breach 
w ith  the arm y headquarter was 
made in  the name o f “ defense of 
revo lu tionary order against counter­
revo lu tiona ry  a ttem pt.”  And again, 
up u n t il the very last days before 
the insurrection, the heavy attacks 
were made in  the name o f  defense 
under the im m ediate leadership of 
fo rm a lly  established “ Defense Com­
m ittees.”  The I i r t l  Guard was o r­
ganized and as la te  as October 22 
defined to b e : “ An organization o f 
the armed forces o f the p ro le ta ria t 
fo r  the struggle against counter­
revo lu tion and the defense o f the 
conquests o f the revo lu tion .”  No 
class-conscious w orker w i l l  today 
deny the h is to rica l r ig h t and cor­
rectness as w e ll as effectiveness 
o f the Bolshevik strategy carried 
on in  the name of defense. Yet 
these lessons have already been lost 
to the p ro le ta ria t. I ts  leaders fa ls i­
fied the lessons o f October.

— A R N E  SW ADECK 
(Continued in  the next issue)

and the exte rm ina tion  o f S ta lin ism  
as a prerequis ite  fo r  the extension 
o f the October Revolution. T h is  
struggle is not going to be confined 
on ly to  the ba lo t box but w i l l  ex­
tend to the broader arena o f the 
da ily  class struggle. The financial 
disadvantages of the L e ft Opposi 
tion  w i l l  be overcome. Money and 
whatever' i t  can procure are not 
the decisive factors o f the class 
struggle.

The D aily  W orker o f May 8 boasts 
about the gains of the “ Red Oppo­
s itio n ”  in  Salónica. A lthough we 
luck detailed in fo rm a tion  about re­
cent election, we are in  a position 
to state th a t the S ta lin is ts  in  Sal­
ónica always were able to m uster 
a m a jo rity  on account of the sup­
po rt they get from  the “ Spartacus 
group”  (a L e ft Opposition ten­
dency ).

B u t the D aily  W orker fa ils  to  
mention th a t on February 16, the 
Labor Center o f Salónica was a t­
tacked by the police and soldiers 
o f the M il ita ry  Garrison and th a t 
the loca l A rch io-M arx is ts  were in- 
involved in  the clash w ith  them and 
7 k ille d  and 105 wounded. W ith  
the L e ft Opposition handicapped by 
such heavy casualties i t  is not su r­
p ris ing  th a t in  a sm all Union the 
S ta lin is ts  were able to m uster a 
m a jo rity .

The A rch io-M arx is ts  have already 
made headway in  the heavy task 
of creating a United Communist 
movement by sweeping aside the 
S ta lin is ts . The very boastings of 
the S ta lin is ts  prove th a t the blows 
of the Greek Opposition are becom­
ing effective. The development of 
the struggle w i l l  be reported regu­
la r ly  in  the columns o f the M ilitan t.

A . C A LD IS .

Archio-Marxists W age Independent 
Struggle in Elections in Greece
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National Mooney Meet Prepares Broad Fight
Congress Elects National Council of Action; Left 
Opposition Among Many Groups Represented

( Continued fro m  Page 1)
the L e ft Opp., Comrade Cannon 
declared: The Opposition does not 
consider the present congress as the 
cu lm ina tion  of the movement to  
free Tom Mooney, bu t ra th e r as the 
beginning of the struggle, the basis 
upon w h ich  to broaden the entire  
movement. He proposed to begin a 
new series o f local and d is tr ic t 
un ited  fro n t conferences m obiliz ing 
ever-broader sections of the w ork ing  
class, d raw ing  in  new forces in to  
the un ited fron t, and preparing fo r  
a national and in te rna tiona l Mooney 
Day. A l l  th is  w ork, Cannon stated, 
m ust lead to the organ ization of 
another na tiona l congress w ith  a 
gcal of a t least 10,000 delegates.
‘ The po licy fo r  a l l th is  w ork, said 
Cannon, “ wh ich sha ll govern the ac­
t iv ity  of the leading committee on 
a national scale and a ll the local 
organizations is the po licy of the 
un ited fro n t of w orkers ’ organiza­
tions.’ ’ l ie  closed w ith  the declar­
a tion th a t the L e ft Opposition would 
present motions on program  and po­
lic y  and along th is  line  to the res- 
a lu tio n  committee. I t  was only 
fo llow ing  the speech o f comrade 
Cannon th a t efforts were made by 
other speakers to touch upon the 
subject o f po licy and program.

W ith  the f irs t session d raw ing  to 
a, close, M uste in  reporting  fo r  the 
presid ing committee made the pre­
posterous proposal to conclude the 
congress on th  afternoon of the 
second day in  order to  b ring  the 
congress to a f it t in g  c lim ax w ith  
the Mooney Mass M eeting scheduled 
fo r  s ix  o ’clock in  the evening, a t the 
Chicago Stadium. This proposal took 
the congress by surprise. The con­
gress had no sooner settled down 
when th is  proposal fo r  ad journm ent 
was made. H e rbe rt Zam, the dele­
gate o f the Communist P a rty  (Op­
position) rose im m ediate ly on the 
flo o r to object to the proposal of 
the presid ing committee. He was 
fo llowed by a representative o f the 
P ro le ta rian  party . A n obvious con­
fus ion existed among a ll delegates, 
who found: i t  d iff ic u lt to understand 
the na ture of th is  proposal. In  
speaking o f th is  proposal, comrade 
G lotzer stated fo r  the L e ft  Opposi­
tion , th a t the most im portan t task 
o f the congress, policy and program, 
was s t i l l  to  be reported upon and 
discussed, l ie  pointed out th a t u n t il 
then the congress had m erely re ­
viewed the Mooney case; but i t  
had not even elected a resolutions 
committee (scheduled fo r  the next 
day) nor begun the decisive w ork 
fo r  w h ich  the congress was called. 
Considerations of a financia l char­
acter o r the desire to b ring  the 
congress to a f it t in g  c lim ax could 
never outweigh the im portance of 
the de liberations of the congress i t ­
se lf. Throughout the h a ll delegates 
rose in  objection to the proposal of 
the committee. A  m otion was made 
to Jtable the proposal u n t il the fo l­
low ing  day. In  observation of the 
mood o f the delegates, the presid ing 
committee accepted th is  substitute.
E lection o f Resolutions Committee

The second day o f the congress 
opened w ith  Wm. Leader in  the 
cha ir. D iscussion continued on the 
report o f comrade M inor, w h ile  
aw a iting  the proposal of the presid­
ing committee fo r the Resolutions 
Committee. T h is  committee was the 
most im portan t o f the congress. I t

had to take up the question o f po­
licy  and program  and report back 
to the congress floo r. The com m it­
tee was composed of delegates the 
P ro le ta rian  party , A . F. of L. locals, 
the socia lis t pa rty , the YPSL, the 
YCL, the TU U L, the Communist 
party, other Mooney local confer­
ences, and the L e ft Opposition 
(comrade Cannon.) The selection o f 
comrade Cannon was more the re ­
su lt o f pressure by certa in  delega­
tions, ra the r than by the presid ing 
com m ittee in  w h ich  the pa rty  had 
the m a jo rity . The proposal to add 
Zam to th is  committee, to represent 
the R igh t Opposition was defeated 
by the overwhelm ing P a rty  vote. 
A t the conclusion of th is  point, the 
resolutions committee went in to  ses­
sion and the discussion of M in o r’s 
report continued.

Before the closing of the second 
day o f the congress, i t  was decided 
to continue the congress on the th ird  
day as o r ig in a lly  scheduled. The 
proposal was made the n igh t before 
fo r ad journm ent, stood ou t even 
more rid icu lous, on the second day, 
when i t  became clear th a t even 
a fte r the second day, the congress 
bad not ye t concerned its e lf  w ith  
the question o f po licy and program, 
or w ith  a report o f the resolutions 
committee.

In  behalf of the presid ing Com­
m ittee, B i l l  Gebert proposed to  ad­
jo u rn  thé congress in  tim e to pe rm it 
the delegates to attend the May Day 
dem onstrations held by both the 
socia list p a rty  and the M ay Day 
U nited F ro n t Committee (L e ft 
w ing.) T h is  proposal was unan i­
mously accepted by the congress. 
A ll delegates were to be present a t 
the Mooney Mass m eeting in  the 
evening.

The T h ird  D ay o f the  Congress
The congress reconvened on May 

2nd, a t the Masonic A ud ito rium , 
w ith  Joe Weber, o f the T U U L , ac t­
ing as chairm an. The resolutions 
committee which could not conclude 
its  w ork  remained in  session w h ile  
I he congress continued the o rig in a l 
discussion on the report o f M inor 
D u ring  th is  discussion comrade A l­
lie r Goldman, the Chicago A tto rney 
for1 the In te rn a tion a l Labor Defense 
took the floo r. He made tw o c r i 
ticism s of the congress w h ich were 
by and large correct. Goldman 
stated th a t in  ca llin g  th is  congress 
the policy o f the Molders Committee 
should have been directed to the 
organization o f a jo in t  arrangements 
committee representative of the so 
c ia lis t pa rty , the A. F. o f L., the 
Communist pa rty , the TU U L, etc. 
Such a committee should have then 
cal'ed the conference in to  existence. 
W h ile  th is  po licy was fina lly  adop­
ted, Goldman declared th a t i t  was 
adopted somewhat too la te to be 
of rea l effectiveness.

H is  second c ritic ism  was on the 
manner in  which the congress was 
conducted ; re fe rr in g  to the abnor­
m a lly  long discussion of a purely 
agitational, character and the fa i l­
ure of the congress to spend the 
m ajor p a rt o f its  tim e on the ques­
tion  o f po licy and program .

Scott rose to answer Goldman, 
but his rep ly  d id  no t meet the c r i­
tic ism s made. D u rin g  the course 
o f his answer Scott made clear to 
the delegates th a t he was not a 
member o f the Com m uist P a rty  nor 
the In te rn a tion a l Labor Defense.

Among the fo llow ing  speakers

were Gebert and Zam. In  the course 
o f h is speech Gebert again raised 
the question o f the un ited fro n t 
from  below. In  th is  he on ly  re­
echoed the rem arks o f Am ter, who 
had stressed sharply th is  same p o li­
cy before. Zam declared his oppo­
s ition  to lin k in g  the general s trug­
gle fo r  w orker’s’ rights, or the 
Scottsboro case, w ith  the fig h t fo r  
the release of Tom Mooney. Speak­
ing in  the name o f the Com m unist 
p a rty  (O pposition) he in form ed the 
congress th a t i t  was th e ir position, 
th a t the congress and its  po licy con­
fine its e lf exclusive ly w ith  the issue 
o f Tom Mooney, w ith o u t ra is ing  the 
other questions of w orkers ’ rights.

The Reports
of the Resolutions Committee

Discussion on the report o f M inor 
closed w ith  the a rr iv a l o f the res­
o lu tions committee, which remained 
in  session du ring  the f irs t p a rt o f 
the la s t day o f the congress. C. A. 
Hathaw ay reported fo r  the resolu­
tions committee. On a number of 
m inor resolutions there was agree­
ment, but in  discussions of the main 
reso lu tion d iffe rent po in ts o f view 
were presented. He said th a t reso­
lu tions presented by the Lovestone- 
ites and the L e ft Opposition were 
tabled. Differences existed on the 
m ain reso lution over one pa rticu la r 
po in t upon w h ich  there w i l l  be a 
m in o rity  report by comrade Can­
non. The I.  W. W. presented sepa­
rate resolutions favo ring  a boycott 
o f C a lifo rn ia  products and the c a ll­
ing  o f a general s tr ike  in  the event 
tha t Mooney is not freed or con tin ­
ues to  remain in  prison. The reso­
lu tions committee w h ile  not oppos­
ing  these resolutions in  p rinc ip le  
proposed th e ir  non- adoption by the 
congress, because o f th e ir inappli-

c a b ility  a t the present stage of 
development o f the w orkers’ move­
ment in  th is  country.

R e tu rn ing  to the resolution, H a th ­
away declared th a t a sharp d iffe r­
ence existed between the m a jo rity  
of the Resolution w h ich says in  
effect: th a t du ring  the existence of 
the un ited fro n t, there sha ll be no 
attacks by the p a rtic ip a ting  organ­
izations upon each other, so long 
as each lo ya lly  carried  out the de­
cisions o f the congress. Hathaw ay 
attempted to convey the idea th a t 
th is  doi's not mean to  liqu ida te  the 
independence of the organizations 
involved, or abolish the freedom of 
c ritic ism — though in  re a lity  i t  is 
precisely a weapon w h ich  the mis- 
leaders o f labor are looking fo t.  
T h is  was a concession to the leaders 
o f the A. F. of L. and the socialist 
pa rty  to get them in to  the un ited 
fron t, H athaw ay said. I t  was de­
signed to prevent them from  saying 
tha t they could not pa rtic ipa te  in  
the un ited fro n t because they re ­
fused to be attacked by the Com­
munists. I t  is to show the workers 
tha t everyth ing possible is done to 
pave the way fo r the pa rtic ip a tion  
of th e ir organizations.

In  m aking the m in o rity  report, 
comrade Cannon called a tten tion  to 
the fa c t th a t the resolution of the 
Opposition was not tabled, bu t a ll 
o f its  points were incorporated in  
the m ain resolution reported on by 
Hathaway. When th is  was done i t  
was not necessary to f ig h t fo r  the 
separate adoption o f the proposals 
of the Le ft Opposition. “ We are 
interested in  the adoption of a cor­
rect po licy,”  comrade Cannon said, 
“ and i f  you w il l  table a ll our pro­
posals as you lntve th is  one, we 
shall not object.”

Speaking fo r  the L e ft Opposition, 
Cannon declared th a t aside from  
one clause, he supported the reso­
lu tio n  which was in  general correct. 
The amendment made by Cannon 
read as fo llo w s : “ Each organiza­
tion  entering the un ited f ro n t o b li­
gates its e lf  to d iscip line in  action 
but reta ins its  fu l l  independence and 
its  r ig h t to c ritic ism .”  Th is clause 
would pe rm it o f no m isunderstand­
ings by anyone p a rtic ip a ting  in  the 
un ited fron t. I t  is the on ly correct 
basis upon w hich the un ited fro n t 
can be organized. To do otherw ise 
is to tie  the hands o f the revo lu­
tio n a ry  elements, which could re­
act favo rab ly  on ly to the re form ists.

Tow ard the close of his m in o rity  
report, comrade Cannon read from  
the D a ily  W orker o f A p r i l 30, the 
declaration o f the Communist I n ­
te rna tiona l, rev is ing  again its  po­
s ition  on the un ited fro n t and ca ll­
ing fo r  the resum ption o f the tac tic  
of the “ un ited fro n t from  below.”  
As a pa rting  question Cannon asked 
whether th is  meant th a t the P arty  
would now change its  position again 
and reve rt to its  old policy. T h is  
change o f line  by the C. I .  caught 
the P arty  unawares and in  rep ly ing 
to a s im ila r question put by com­
rade Gerry A lla rd , H a thaw ay re ­
plied th a t th is  d id  not mean a 
revision o f the line, but applied only 
to the May Day demonstrations.

The conference adjourned to move 
to the People’s A ud ito rium  fo r the 
fina l session of the congress. D is­
cussion fo llow ed upon reconvening. 
Roger B a ldw in  before leaving the 
congress made a statement in  com­
plete support o f the m a jo rity  of 
the reso lutions committee. A  s im i­
la r  declaration was made by Sol

Highlight of M eet - -  Clash Between Stalinists and 
L .O . on Non Aggression Clause of M ain Resolution

Sidelights o f the Struggle on the Convention F loor
(Continued from Page 2)

tic ism .”  Hathaw ay, speaking fo r 
the m a jo rity , and the S ta lin is ts , 
and, having the backing o f a ll r ig h t 
wring elements in  the conference, 
voted us down but we obtained f>3 
votes— heavy trade union votes—  
fo r  our amendment. Th is was the 
largest m in o rity  vote of the con­
ference.

The Le ft Opposition voted fo r the 
m ain reso lution w ith  the above 
amendment. I t  was not the best 
reso lution possible bu t was, in  the 
main, presentable and la id  the basis 
fo r  a w o rk ing  agreement fo r  the 
un ited fro n t.

The Lovestone r ig h t w ingers in  
troduced an amendment on the 
Scottsboro case. The amendment of 
Zam’s was a concrete expression of 
his position a t the Chicago c ity  
conference a few weeks ago, when 
he tr ied  to leave the Mooney case 
high and dry, divorced from  every 
other issue and the class struggle. 
Zam proposed th a t the Mooney issue 
be the only issue o f the Congress.

The o rig in a l pe tition  o f the S ta l­
in is ts  was fo r  a Mooney-Scottsboro 
Committee. In  the Resolutions Com­
m ittee th is  was amended a fte r a 
figh t, led by the L e ft Opposition. I t  
was agreed th a t the Committee 
would be a Free Tom Mooney Com­
m ittee and th a t we ag ita te  fo r1 the 
Scottsboro case and cooperate w ith  
the dqfense. To a ffilia te  w ith  and be 
pa rt o f the Mooney un ited fro n t 
i t  is necessary on ly  to agree w ith  
the campaign to free Tom Mooney.

The L e ft Opposition differed w ith

both the Lovestoneite and S ta lin is t 
positions. We were opposed to  the 
S ta lin is t attem pt to tu rn  the Moo­
ney Committee in to  a Mooney- 
Scottsboro Committee, bu t we were 
equally opposed to the Lovestone 
r ig h t w ing attem pt to separate the 
Mooney case from  the Scottsboro 
case and other class struggle issues. 
Both the centrists and the R igh t 
w ing confuse the question o f o r­
ganizational and propoganda re la­
tions, as w e ll as the relations 
between d iffe rent issues of the 
class struggle.

The fina l d ra ft of the resolution 
had some bad points on th is  ques­
tion  and some wrong form ulations, 
such as : “ The u n ity  o f the workers 
and Negro people.” . In  the main, 
however, i t  was correct, and we 
found common ground on which to  
vote w ith  the S talin ists.

The ( ’. I .  M ay Day Bombshell
A fte r the Resolutions Committee 

had adopted a very good and cor­
rect fo rm ula  on the un ited fro n t 
w ith  the exception o f the sentence 
dealing w ith  “ no a ttacks”  the S ta l­
in is t steering committee, Am ter, etc., 
discovered, through our in fo rm a tion  
tha t the D a ily  W orker th a t had 
a rrive  in  the m orn ing o f th is  ses­
sion carried a manifesto from  the 
C. I .  on May Day th a t again re­
turned to the un ited fro n t fro m  be­
low . I t  was a w rong position and 
a re tu rn  to the old fo rm ula . A t 
least one th ing  was clear, th a t the 
C. I. fo rm u la  and the fo rm u la  
adopted a t the Mooney Congress 
were two d iffe ren t positions. W hich 
one w ill the S ta lin is ts  t r y  to live  
up to? T h is is th e ir  contradiction.

We w i l l  do a ll th a t is possible to 
help the p a rty  find its  way to the 
correct Len in is t un ited fro n t posi­
tion  expressed, in  the main, by the 
reso lution o f the Mooney Congress 
and not by the C. I .  resolution.

The L e ft  Opposition was on the 
Resolutions Committee o f the Moo­
ney Congress bu t un fo rtuna te ly  was 
iV)t on the Resolutions Committee 
of the C. I .

I f  the Mooney movement slips 
back to the old S ta lin is t fo rm u la  
o f the un ited fro n t fro m  below, the 
Socialist P a rty  and A. F. L. leaders 
w il l  be g rea tly  strengthened and 
rendered a great service bv us.

H a thaw ay and Borich, speakin 
in  defense o f a confused fo rm u la  
on the un ited fro n t th a t has ele­
ments o f both the Mooney Congress 
form ula and the C. I. fo rm u la , said, 
in  reference to the Socialist and 
A. F. U. leaders: “ ’The leaders 
w ill never come in to  a un ited fro n t 
o f th is  k ind ,”  meaning the Chicago 
Mooney Congress. The leaders 
never decide the question o f jo in in g  
or boycotting a un ited fro n t. This 
question is decided fo r ’ them by the 
use o f a Le n in is t po licy of the 
un ited fro n t by the revo lu tion is ts  
and the mass pressure of the w o rk ­
ers upon and w ith in  th e ir organi ­
zation. I f  the un ited fro n t po licy 
is not correct and the pressure, 
consequently, not great enough then 
they w il l  refuse. T h is  the S ta lin ists 
must s t i l l  learn, ju s t as they must 
learn tha t we never m ust give up 
our independence or our r ig h t  to 
p o lit ic a l c r it ic is m  in  un ited fronts.

HUGO OIOHLER

Larks, recently expelled fro m  the 
YPSL, because of his strugg le in  
sv-pport o f the Mooney Congress and 
the un ited fron t. La rks is one of 
the leaders o f theLe ft w ing  in  the 
YPSL and the socia lis t pa rty . He 
supported the position of the m a j­
o r ity  on the non-agression clause 
because in  his op in ion i t  would 
make possible fu r th e r proposals fo r  
un ited fro n t action to the socialists. 
W illiam son speaking fo r  the Party , 
made a vicious a ttack upon Gold­
man, Zam and Cannon. Coming 
when i t  did, the speech mocked the 
whole e ffo rt of the pa rty  to force 
through the non-agression pact.

G lotzer Replies to  the C ritic s  
o f the M in o r ity  Report

Comrade G lotzer’ was given the 
flo o r in  defense o f the m in o rity  re­
port. He declared th a t the m ain 
tac tic  o f th is  congress should be 
the extension of the un ited  fro n t 
policy. The correct u tiliz a tio n  of 
the un ited fro n t tac tic  w ould make 
possible the increase of pressure 
upon the re form ists . Only by such 
pressure w i l l  i t  be possible to force 
the leaders o f the A. F. o f L. and 
the socia list p a rty  in to  un ited  fro n t 
action. To exi>ect th is  in  any other 
way, fo r  example, by a non-aggres­
sion pact, was a mere illus ion . 
Paul M a ttick , representative fo r 
United W orkers P arty , spoke again 
against the non-agression pact and 
called fo r  rank and file  contro l of 
the un ited fron t. He declared h im ­
self against the resolutions on boy­
cott and un ited fro n t. He was fo l­
lowed by Hansen, a member o f the 
1WW, representing the Kentucky 
M iners, who spoke in  favor o f the 
resolutions on boycott and general 
strike.

A  m otion was in troduced to close 
the discussion. In  view  of the fa c t 
th a t many speakers had no t yet 
had the opportun ity  to present th e ir  
positions on the floo r, protests came 
from  a ll parts o f the ha ll. Zam 
p a rtic u la r ly  protested th is  action. 
He pointed out th a t he made an 
amendment to the re so lu tio n ; tha t 
the amendment had not been pre 
seated to the congress and th a t no 
one had had an opportun ity  to speak 
fo r  i t  on the flo o r. A  period o f 
bedlam seized ho ld of the confer­
ence. D u ring  the confusion the 
m otion carried  and H athaw ay pro 
(•ceded to sum up his report and the 
discusión. D u rin g  his sum m ary 
speech, Zam again demanded to be 
given the floo r to  present his 
amendment and defend his position, 
h t  th is  point, H a thaw ay made the 
m otion to give Zam five m inutes to 
present his m otion and to  speak 
in  defense of it .  The m otion car­
ried.

The essence o f the amendment by 
Zam, was designed to confine the 
Congress to the one issue o f Tom 
Mooney and to leave the general 
question o f the struggle fo r  w o rk ­
ers’ r ig h ts  out of the m ain resolu 
tion. In  continu ing his sum m ary 
H athaw ay attem pted to cover the 
struggle o f the L e ft Opposition fo r  
correct po licy by asserting th a t the 
L e ft Opposition was on ly  interested 
in  presenting its  p o lit ic a l program 
a t the congress. T h is  rem ark made 
l i t t le  or no impression— i t  was an 
attem pt to  declare the position of 
the p a rty  against the L e ft Opposi­
tion.

V o ting  on the Resolutions
An endeavor was made to vote
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on the m ain resolution firs t thus 
lm ik ing  i t  unnecessary to vote on 
the various amendments proposed. 
Such a m otion was carried. Here, 
comrade Cannon took the flo o r to 
object to the procedure and proposed 
voting firs t of a l l upon the various 
amendments and then in  the main 
resolution. In  m aking his statement 
comrade Cannon declared th a t the 
delegation of the L e ft Opposition in 
vo ting  fo r its  own amendment (see 
above) would at the same tim e vote 
fo r the general resolution, exclud ing 
th a t section conta in ing the non­
aggression clause. Th is proposal was 
carried and the voting proceeded 
on the d iffe ren t amendments.

The amendment proposed by the 
L e ft Opposition received (53 votes. 
T h is  was the largest m in o rity  vote 
in  the congress. I t  showed too, 
th a t next to the pa rty , the L e ft 
Opposition was the strongest po­
li t ic a l fac to r in  the congress. ’The 
boycott resolution o f the 1. W. W. 
received 27 votes, and th e ir  general 
s tr ike  resolution 57 votes. The 
amendment propsed by Zam got 51 
votes. Thus, the overwhelm ing 
m a jo rity  of delegates voted in  favor 
o f the general resolution.

The fina l report o f the congress 
was the election of a permanent 
rom m ittee. The Presiding Committee 
proposed a committee of 43. The 
name o f the committee was adopted 
as th e : N a tiona l Mooney Council of 
Action. A d d itio na l nom inations were 
made to th is  Committee. Among 
those nominated was Zam. When 
the m otion was made to elect the 
o r ig in a l 43, comrade Cannon in the 
name o f the L e ft  Opposition pro­
posed vo tin g  in d iv id u a lly  on the 
add itiona l nom inations, because the 
the L e ft Opposition was in  favo r of 
a representative o f  the Communist 
P a rty  (O pposition) since they rep­
resented a definite cu rren t in  the 
w o rk ing  class movement, had th e ir 
own press and organization. In  
addition, i t  was made clear th a t 
ne ither the pa rty  nor the L e ft Op­
position could represent th e ir  po in t 
of view.

This proposal was defeated and 
the pro ject o f the pres id ing com­
m ittee carried by an oferw he lm ing 
vote. The m otion th a t o f the per­
manent committee, those resid ing in  
New Y ork C ity , sha ll compose the 
w ork ing  committee, and th a t New 
Y ork should be the cen tra l head­
quarters also carried. In  addition, 
the presid ing com m ittee proposed 
tha t the secretary o f the com m ittee 
should be C. A . .Hathaway. The 
last proposal carried  w ith o u t any 
objections. Among those on the 
N ationa l Mooney Council of Action 
a re : A. Renner, P ro le ta rian  p a rty ; 
George S m irk in , Y P S L ; J. P. Can­
non, Communist League o f America 
(L e ft Opposition) ; Van G ilder, 
soc ia lis t p a r ty ;  It. M. Lovett, L ID ;  
Selena B u rre ll, Women’s A u x ilia ry  
of the P .M .A .; Pat Ansboury, P rog­
ressive M iners o f Am erica ; L. Scott, 
Moulders Defense Committee, Chas. 
Bloom, A.F. o fL . ; E m il A rno ld , A. 
F. of I / . ; M. Olay, A n a rc h is t; Rob­
e rt M inor, C. P . ; W m. Patterson, 
1. L. D . ; C. A. H a thaw ay, C P ; 
.T. Muste, C P L A ; I.  Am ter, Unem­
ployed Councils, J. B. Mathews, 
Socialist Party , Joe Weber, TU U L, 
and A lec F razer o f the Progressive 
M iners o f America.

A LB E R T  G LO TZER

(Continued from  Page 1)____
Aionths on s trike  o r unemployed, in ­
creased re lie f means strength to the 
Progressive M iners in  th e ir  struggle 
against the Peabody forces. Gov­
ernor H orner knew th is  and acted 
accordingly. The R ig h t wing, the 
Musteit.es and the R igh t w ing  So- 
cia ists opposed the H unger M arch 
from  w ith in , sabatoged it ,  fough t 
against it ,  and in  some cities the 
R igh t w ing  even allwed members o f 
the Progressive M iners to be depu­
tized to beat down the Hunger 
Marchers.

The strugg le o f the Progressive 
M iners fo r v ic to ry  over the Pea­
body forces cannot be separated 
from  the struggle o f the unemployed

TheTendencieS in the Union 5Iai’x ian  Economics is from  bour-
I I  _  | _  | geois Economics. He w i l l  succeed

and the Tasks racing It in  sow ing confusion and w il l  help 
strengthen the R igh t w ing  elements 
or its  “ L e ft”  cover w ith in  the Pro-to fa c ilita te  a fin ish ing blow in  the 

F a ll o f the year. They did  no t Kgressive M iners Union 
succeed en tire ly  in  the las t move, 
th a t o f red ba iting. However, the 
L e ft w ing position was weakened 
because a ll those forces, w ith  few 
exceptions, who were under attack, 
wasted th e ir tim e try in g  to prove 
tha t they were not Reds, instead 
o f po in ting  out the rea l aim  o f the 
bosses “ red d rive .”  The guns cannot 
be aimed a t the Communists as Pea­
body desires i f  the union is to live  ’; 
the guns must be aimed a t the
Peabody forces and expose the “ Red 

workers, through mass pressure, f o r '  d rive ”  fo r  w ha t i t  Is w orth . To be 
more re lie f. The R igh t w ing  element 
In the Progressive M iners Union 
have not on ly allowed th is  im por­
ta n t weapon to lie  id le  and rust bu t 
have attempted to prevent the L e ft 
w ing element from  u t il iz in g  i t  in  the 
strugg le against the Operators. Has 
the Union o ffic ia lly  taken one step 
in  the d irection  o f organ iz ing the 
unemployed coal miners? No. S trike  
re lie f is the nearest they came to  it ,  
bu t th a t alone misses the m ark 
en tire ly . The Progressive M iners 
Union m ust take up the a c tiv ity  fo r  
the unemployed m iners inside and 
outside o f the union. The L e ft w ing 
m ust lead in  th is  fight.

Red B a iting  Campaign
R igh t on the heels o f smashing 

the State Hunger March, the Pea­
body forces followed up in  the 
suthern area by k il l in g  two P rog­
ressive M iners, a rres ting  scores of 
others and te rro r iz in g  the Progres­
sive M iners in  th e ir  base of opera­
tion  ju s t outside o f F ra n k lin  County.
T h is  in  tq rn  was fo llowed up in  
quick order by an a tack upon the 
L e ft  w ing  forces o f the Progressive 
M iners Union by a charge of Com­
m unism and through a red ba itin g  
campaign.

The aim  o f the Peabody forces 
was to d iv ide the un ion forces, 
force the R igh t w ing  in to  retreat, 
and the le f t  w ing, under cover.
They wanted the R ig h t w ing  in

called a Communist when one is 
on ly a le ft  w inger is an honor1. F o r 
a Communist to deny being one in  
the Progressive M iners o f America 
is a f irs t ra te  m istake.
The S itua tion  in  F ra n k lin  County 

We have already dealt in  previous 
artic les  w ith  the tw o year c o n tra c t; 
the lega lis tic  a tt itu d e  o f the leader­
ship on the fram e-up cases; and 
the factions in  the G illespie con­
ference. More lig h t  can be th row n  
on th is  question, i f  w e consider the 
two year con tract in  re la tion  to  the 
F ra n k lin  County s trike . The s itu ­
a tion  in  F ra n k lin  County was ripe 
fo r  the s tr ike  weeks before the men 
were pu lled out. The leadership held 
back, would hea t no th ing  o f i t —  
u n t il the Monday fo llo w in g  the 
s igning o f the twTo year con tract 
and then they were a ll fo r  it .  D id  
you ever hear o f any worse s trike  
strategy, o r ra th e r any bette r class 
co llabora tion “s tr ik e ”  strategy, than 
to sign a contract w ith  a section 
o f tlK / sm all operators on Saturday 
and then to p u ll ou t the most s tra ­
teg ica l county in  the state the fo l­
low ing  Monday? Even some o f the 
Musetites in  the fie ld could not 
swallow  th is  “ strategy.”

The Musteites p lay an odd ro le in  
the Progressive M iners o f Am erica. 
Most o f th e ir  re tu rn  students make

The S ta lin is t fac tion  and th e ir  
policies and blunders have been 
dealt w ith  many times in  the col­
umns o f the M ilita n t, so we w i l l  on ly 
take up a couple o f im portan t as­
pects o f the s itua tion . The ou t­
standing fac to r to consider' when 
one speaks o f S ta lin ism  as the offi­
c ia l representative o f Communism

Lewis, H orner ou tfit.
The class collabora tion in  po licy 

of the leaders o f the P.M.A. was 
adopted because they “ wanted a 
breathing spell.”  B u t upon th is  false 
foundation they have been losing 
ground to the Lew is machine in  
many d is tr ic ts  B rea th ing spells, 
as Well as grow th, cannot be had 
on the basis o f class collaboration, 
i f  one has the in terest o f  the w o rk­
ers a t heart. G row th and consol­
idation is possible on ly on the basis 
o f a L e ft w ing  policy, o f class 
struggle.

Upon such a foundation the union 
was born, upon such a foundation 
the union w i l l  grow. W ords about 

1 m in o rity  r igh ts  and expression.in the I ll in o is  coal fields is the 
fac t tha t the “ vanguard”  has con -! words about u n ity  o f a ll L e ft w ing  
tro t o f the . m a jo r ity  o f the uuem -; forces in  the coal indus try  on a 
ployed councils and the progres- i na tiona l scale, words about unem- 
sives have con tro l o f the trade! ploym ent re lie f, words about the
union and the strikes throughout 
the coal fields. Th is contrad ic tion 
cannot be explained away w ith  a 
jum ble  o f words. I t  f lo w s yfrom  the 
wrong in te rna l iona l approach. The 
same con trad ic tion  was seen in  Ger­
many on an enlarged scale where 
the Communist pa rty  had “ contro l 
o f the unemployed”  and the “ social 
democrats were strong in  the trade 
un ion field.

The greatest con trad ic tion  o f the 
L e ft Opposition is the g u lf between 
its  trade union policy, which has 
been proven correct in  the struggle 
o f the Progressive M iners of A m er­
ica, and its  lack o f m ate ria l forces. 
Due to th is, the m ain line  o f m arch 
o f our trade union po licy is often 
b lu rred  by the tac tia c l sh ifts  along 
th is  line  and by m istakes of a mem­
ber o r two.

Tasks for Next Period
A figh t against the R igh t w ing 

class collabora tion policy m ust be 
launched a ll along, up and down the 
line, in  the Progressive M iners o f 
America, i f  the un ion is to  be 
strengthened in  the com ing period 
i f  i t  is  to be in  a position to figh t 
the Peabody forces. The red ba itin g  
campaign in  the un ion m ust stop 
and the Communists m ust have the 
righ ts  o f m in o rity  expression as w e ll 
as members o f any other po litica l 
party. The L e ft w ing  forces m ustgood watchdogs against Communism

in  general. Tom  T ipp e t is conduct-. fo rm ula te  a m in im um  program  
the union to make a drive  aga ins t! ing  glasses in  Economics and other j around w hich to  un ite. These steps
the Communists and other L e ft j subjects fo r  the union. H is  f irs t  must  be taken a t once in  every mine
w ing  elements and thereby, to fu r - 1 ou tline  on Economics dealing w ith  town, in  every local o f the P. M. A.,
tbe r weaken the union— in  order ■ wages is as fa r  from  M arx ism  as i f  we are to  defeat the Peabody,Foreign $2.90. Five Gents per oepf

six  hour day, words m ust be changed 
in t action. Not the k ind  o f action 
in  the im m ediate past. Action  
where the R igh t w ing sat in  th e ir 
sw ive l cha irs  answering phones, 
sending the m ilita n ts  to  the f ro n t 
line  to c a rry  on the w o rk  and to 
be used as a cover fo r  th e ir R igh t 
w ing  poliicies. In d iv id u a l m ilita n ts  
and L e ft  w ing class struggle fig h t­
ers may have the best o f in tentions, 
but as such they w i l l  on ly be tools 
in  the hands of the R ig h t w ing un­
less they have behind them and are 
subordinated to, an organized L e ft 
wing.

The R igh t w ing uses the Demo­
c ra tic  p a rty  as th e ir machine in 
un ion elections. The Le ft w ing  
must organize a ll th e ir ’ forces fo r 
th e ir  struggles and th e ir  policies.

HUGO O E H LE R

T H E  M I L I T A N T
Entered as a second class m all 

m atter November 28, 1928, a t the 
Post Office a t New Y ork, N . Y. 
Under the act o f M arch 3 1879. 
Published weekly by the  Communist • 

League o f Am erica (Opposition) 
a t 126 East 16th St., N. Y . C. 

E D IT O R IA L  BO ARD 
M a rtin  A bem  James P. Cannon 
Max Shachtman M aurice Spector 

A rne Swabeck
Vol. 6, No. 26 W hole No. 173

Saturday, M ay 13, 1933 
Subscription ra te : $2.00 per1 year.

The 30 Hour Bill: Stagger System and W age Cuts
(Continued fro m  Page 1)

Representative Connery asserted 
t l ia t  unless the b il l carried  an 
amendment b a rrin g  im ports  manu­
factu red  by industries operating on 
more than the th ir ty  hours a week 
i t  would not carry. In  th is  he was 
supported by those industries which 
are competing in  the domestic m ar­
ket w ith  the product of industries 
abroad. The adm in is tra tion  is 
opposed to th is  provision. I t  con­
trad ic ts  a ll the pres identia l blah 
about trade agreements and fre e lly  
f low ing  in te rna tiona l exchange 
(Ramsay Mac D ona ld).

W illia m  Green ajipeared before 
the House Labor Committee and 
opposed the m in im um  wage p ro v i­
sion. "(La ter he appeared again and 
urged the passage of the b i l l  as i t  
stands.). The New Y ork  W orlds 
Telegram o f May i  reports th a t 
“ Eastern representatives o f the 
Brotherhood o f Locomotive F irem en 
and Engineers are In favo r of the 
p rinc ip le  o f the six-hour day fo r  
ra ilroad  employes— w ith  no reduc­
tion  In pay. A  reso lu tion endorsing 
i t  is sent to President Roosevelt, 
Secretary o f Labor Perkins, and 
chairm en o f interested congres­
sional committees.”

Under the accum ulating pressure 
the adm in is tra tion  retreated. Sen­
a to r Robinson, the a d m in is tra tion ’s 
“ w h ip ” , announced tha t the b i l l  is 
'“not now in  the p ic tu re .”  The b il l 
w i l l  probaby die in  committee.

In  the period when th is  b i l l 
w h ich  so v ita l ly  affects the w o rk ing  
class was in  the process of becoming 
legisation, the offic ia l Communist 
party , caught unawares, d id  not l i f t  
a fing e r to ra lly  the masses aaginst 
its  in im ica l provisions. The TU U L, 
to be sure, sent a representative to 
the Senate Ju d ic ia ry  Committee to 
pu t fo rw a rd  its  view. T h a t is one 
th ing . A nother is to  organize a 
movement behind th is  delegation to 
g ive its  v iew  a force.

W hy did  the p a rty  stand by w ith  
folded hands? W hy d id  i t  a llow  the 
in it ia t iv e  in  opposing the b i l l  to 
fa l l  in  the hands o f Green and 
others ?

The Seven H o u r Day
There Is a reason. The p a rty  was 

com m itted to the slogan o f the

A Q u ickT u rn  in Policy on 
Part oí the Stalinists

seven hour day w ith o u t reduction 
in  pay. I t  has never expla ined why. 
A t  the meeting o f the Resolutions 
Committee, in  the N. Y. M ay Day 
conference, in  vo ting  down our p ro­
posal fo r  the inclusion of the s ix 
hour day slogan in  the M ay Day 
Resolution, W in te r explained th a t 
the A. F. of L. stood fo r  the six- 
hour day and th a t the U. P. had 
to “ d is tingu ish  its e lf  from  the dem­
agogic A. F. o f L . fa k e rs !”

When the cap ita lis ts  themselves 
proposed the six-hour day and the 
five-day. week they inadverten tly  
exposed the bankruptcy of the 
p a rty ’s position ou the question. 
The B lack B i l l  made i t  impossible 
fo r  the p a rty  to  advance the seven 
hour day any longer. And, as a 
m atte r of fact, the p a rty  press is 
now free o f it.

Instead, w ith  typ ica l, bureaucratic 
cowardliness the S ta lin is ts  have 
changed the slogan w ith o u t saying 
so, and w ith o u t exp lanation to the 
pa rty  membership and the w ork ing  
class.

And to  w hat have they changed 
the s logan ! On A p r i l 8 the D a ily  
W :o rky r said th a t to the cap ita lis t 
wage cu tting  b i l l  we m ust oppose 
the slogan o f a shorte r w ork  day 
w ith o u t reduction in  pay. T h is  fo rm ­
u la tion  is broad enough to  include 
the I .  W. W . slogan o f the fo u r hour 
day w ith o u t reduction in  pay. And 
i t  can also include the position o f 
the A. F. o f L . demagogic fakers 
to r  the s ix  hour day, from  whom, 
said W in te r, the revo lu tiona ry  
movement, m ust d is tingu ish  its e lf by 
the clock!

B u t the S ta lin is ts  were unable to 
c ra w l ou t o f a bad s itua tion  by the 
use o f an ambiguous and confusion­
sowing slogan. The strugg le  against 
the b il l requires concrete measures 
and defin ite slogans. The D a ily  
W orke r o f A p r i l 20 carried an a r­
tic le  kp Stachel, in  w h ich he reports 
th a t the T U U L  appeared before the 
Senate Jud ic ia ry  Committee and 
proposed an amendment to  the 
B lack B i l l  p rov id ing  fo r  the six- 
hour day, five-day week w ith  no

reduction in  pay advanced by the 
L e ft Opposition years before.

B u t_ the  S ta lin is ts  do not say so 
openly to the pa rty  and the class. 
W orse! As yet they a re  confining 
the struggle to the pa rliam en ta ry  
field. Appearances before the Sen­
ate Ju d ic ia ry  Committee and the 
House Labor Committee (M ay 6) 
are undoubtedly correct. B u t when 
they are not backed by a mass 
movement they become opportunist.

T ha t is how the question stands 
today. W ith  a rise in  the economic 
conjuncture the w orkers w i l l  begin 
to strugg le against th e ir  bosses. A  
prom inent place in  these struggles 
w i l l  be occupied by the figh t fo r  
the s ix  hour day. I f  the p a rty  se r­
iously means to- influence these 
struggles in  a revo lu tiona ry  d irec­
tion  i t  m ust begin now to la y  the 
ground.

I t  m ust begin to organize the 
movement. The firs t prerequisite 
fo r  th is  is an open admission of- 
the change in  slogans and a M a rx is t 
exp lanation fo r  it.

The second prerequis ite  is the 
organ ization o f the movement. The 
positions of the leading w o rk ing  
class organizations on the question 
makes the s itua tion  favorable. The 
A. F. o f L. is o ffic ia lly  on record 
fo r  the s ix  hour day. The ra ilroa d  
brotherhoods s im ila r ly . And the 
socia list pa rty  is also on record fo r  
it .  A  correct un ited fro n t approach 
to these bodies by the pa rty  fo r  a 
movement fo r th is  objective can 
y ie ld  f r u i t f u l  results fo r the in te r­
ests o f the workers and Communism.

Over th is  poss ib ility  the po licy 
la id  down in  the C. I. M anifesto 
hangs lik e  an ominous , cloud. T h is  
po licy m ust be rejected. In  its  
place we m ust adopt and apply the 
tac tic  o f Le n in is t un ited fro n t • of 
w orkers ’ organizations.

T . STAM M

Chaco W ar F o rm a lly  Declared
As th is  issue goes to press, i t  

is  announced th a t the w ar between 
Paraguay and B o liv ia , wh ich has 
been rag ing  fo r  nearly tw o years 
now, has been “ o ff ir ia liy ”  declared, 
now, has been “ o ffic ia lly ”  declared. 
A  comprehensive a rtic le  dealing 
w ith  the Chaco m ix  up w>U appear1 
in  -the fo rthcom ing issue.


