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The industrial Control Bill

Workers Must Organize 
Against State Capitalism

The speedy adoption o f the In 
du s tria l C ontro l B i l l  was no sur
prise to the indu s tria lis ts . Before 
the  b il l became law  three confer
ences o f the ra ilroa d  presidents, the 
coal operators and the iro n  and 
steel men were held in  Chicago. 
Long before President Roosevelt 
signed the b ill,  the new adm in is
tra to r, H . S. Johnson, was busy a t 
w o rk  on his job as the head of in 
d u s tria l contro l. W ith in  the firs t 
week a fte r the b i l l  became law  five 
m a jo r in d u s tr ia l groups, w h ich, in  
norm al times employ tw o-th irds  o f 
the workers o f Am erica, were in  
session w o rk ing  out th e ir  in d u s tr ia l 
codes.

The iro n  and steel, s o ft coal, 
automobile, o il and te x tile  bosses 
are busy p lanning how they can in 
crease pro fits  under the term s o f the 
b ill.  The tw en ty  leading manu
facture rs o f o il burners have a l
ready dra fted  th e ir  in d u s tr ia l code 
and sent i t  to W ashington fo r  ap
proval. The ra ilroa d  presidents 
commenced the good w ork  w ith  an 
announcement of a 22 1-2 percent 
wage cut.

The In d u s tr ia l Contro l B il l  w h ich 
is accredited to Roosevelt, was, in  
re a lity , orig inated by the leading 
financiers and indus tria lis ts . T he ir 
dem ocratic office boys, headed by 
Roosevelt, on ly  ca rry  out th e ir  o r
ders. The In d u s tr ia l Contro l B i l l  
is a necessary step to tigh ten  up 
the decaying s tructu re  o f cap ita l
ism a t home. I t  is  aimed to h u rry  
the process of cen tra liza tion  and 
concentration to  enable the Am er
ican im peria lis ts  to obtain a posi
tion  of advantage in  the intense 
and b itte r  in te rna tiona l economic 
and m ilita ry  strugg le fo r  w o rld  
m arkets and trade advantages. The 
sm all producers and others who w il l  
be e lim inated in  the process are op
posed to the b ill,  as are a handfu l 
o f cap ita lis ts. The com petition and 
anarchy of cap ita lis t production 
w i l l  be “ organized”  on a higher 
level. However, the leading sec
tion , and the rea l ru le rs  o f the 
country were behind the b ill.  Those 
who pu t up a howl, such as the 
merchants and m anufacturers, were 
not ob jecting to the b ill,  bu t to the 
section w h ich gives lip  service to 
the w orkers ’ in terests. There are 
a section of the open shoppers who 
continue to speak p la in  English. 
They are not ye t fa m ilia r  w ith  the 
new k in d  of ta lk , copied from  the 
European reform ers— a language 
which gives lip  service to the w o rk 
ers’ in te rest everytim e a new a ttack 
upon the w ork ing  class is to be 
launched.

A Form  of State Capitalism
The In d u s tr ia l Contro l B il l ,  -as a 

fo rm  o f state cap ita lism , is a des
perate attem pt to find a way out 
o f the contrad ictions w h ich  engu lf 
cap ita lism . T ray lo r, the La  Salle 
Street banker, speaking before the 
soft coal operators in  convention at 
the I)rake  H o te l in  Chicago, where 
they were planning how to make 
more pro fits said, “ the program  of 
the i^ew adm in is tra tion  is an e ffo rt 
to save ourselves from  an n ih ila 
tion .”  “ There is more security  in  
the new deal, whatever th a t may 
be, than there is in  the communism 
o f Russia, w h ich m igh t be our p ro
gram  i f  we fa iled  in  the old -stand- 
pat program  which you and I  be
lieve in .”

We are in form ed by the bourgeois 
economists and the rest o f th e ir  
lie rs  th a t the “ planned economy”  is 
to inaugura te  an era o f “ fa ir  com
pe tition ” . B u t have not these apo
logists fo r  cap ita lism  in form ed us 
fo r the las t -score of years th a t any

governmental in terference, cap ita l
is t o r otherwise, in to  p riva te  busi
ness, w i l l  w reck our in d u s tr ia l sys
tem and e lim inate fa ir  competition? 
Ind us try  and government always 
were partners and always w i l l  be, 
because government can be no th ing 
else than an ins trum en t of sup
pression used by the dom inating 
economic group. The only d iffe r
ence is th a t in  the pa-st the re la
tionship was more disguised only 
in  emergencies, in  wars, and in  the 
period of decay capita lism  is the re
la tionsh ip  of the economic masters 
and the government office boys 
stripped 'naked before us.

The conferences already held, and 
w hat l i t t le  has leaked out from  
them, c learly  ind ica te the line  of 
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(O pposition)

The m ilita n t mass character o f 
the strikes, dem onstrations and 
meetings o f the Progressive M iners 
and the Women’s A u x ilia ry  of I l l 
inois is shown by the reports pub
lished week by week in  the Pro
gressive M iner. The headlines te ll 
the s to ry : “ 2000 a t Pekin Meet” , 
“ M cDonald Addresses 6,000 a t 
Spring fie ld” , “ 5.000 in  W omen’s 
Parade” , “ A lla rd  speaks to  5,000 a t 
G illespie” , “ 15,000 M iners Move 
Onto F ra n k lin  County” , etc., etc.

Everywhere except in  those places 
where the armed N a tiona l Guards 
prevent meetings, the m iners and 
th e ir  w ives gather in  th e ir  thou
sands to  discuss th e ir  problems. 
The whole of the m in ing  te rr ito ry  
seethes w ith  ag ita tion  and action. 
Seven m iners and one m iner’s w ife  
have paid w ith  th e ir  lives fo r  the 
crim e of organ iz ing and figh ting  
fo r a union of th e ir  choice.
M IN E R S  W OM EN A SERIO US  

“M ENA CE” IN  SO UTHERN  
IL L IN O IS

The ch ie f o f police of West 
F rank fo rt, 111., and his henchmen 
fo rc ib ly  and b ru ta lly  dispersed 
members o f the Women’s A u x ilia ry  
o f the P. M. A. d r i l l  team w h ich 
was p ractis ing  on a base b a ll d ia 
mond in  tha t c ity . W ith  no pro
vocation whatsoever the un iform ed 
thugs charged the women, levelled 
the v iles t curses a t them, slapped 
them, pointed a machine gun at 
th e ir  ch ild ren and ordered them  to 
disperse. One woman and five men 
were arrested fo r  the “ ho rrib le ”  
crim e of m arching around on a 
ba ll fie ld. Several were beaten. A  
monument to the “ freedom o f as
semblage”  in  Am erica.

NO RACE D IS C R IM IN A T IO N  
H E R E

We have always contended th a t 
the so lida rity  between the w h ite  
and Negro workers w i l l  be best 
achieved in  struggle. I t  is  in  the 
im pact s trugg le against the bosses 
tha t the a r t if ic ia l ba rrie rs  o f race 
and color w i l l  m elt lik e  so much 
ice on a hot summer day. We quote 
the fo llow ing  simple, eloquent tes ti
mony of th is  fac t from  a le tte r 
w ritte n  to  the Progressive M iner, 
organ o f the P. M. A. by a m iner’s 
w ife  from  Saline County, 111.

“ About tw o  weeks ago we w ent to 
attend a colored funera l and they I 
honored us to the fu l l  extent. The- 
Negroes said th a t th is  was the f irs t 
tim e w h ite  and colored fo lks  had 
ever m ixed here. They said tha t 
they were glad to find some people 
who d idn ’t  d iscrim inate  and lived 
up to th e ir union ob ligations.”

10.000 M IN E R S  IN  FU N E R A L
CORTEGE

10.000 m iners marched in  the 
funera l cortege of Thomas Urbon, 
member o f the Progressive M iners 
Union sla in by Lew is and Peabody 
gunmen, in  Springfield, 111. Thomas 
Urbon, m a rty r to the cause o f 
m ilita n t labo r in  the U n ited States, 
was m urdered in  the gun ba ttle  
th a t took place when scabs attem pt
ed to operate a mine s truck  by the 
Progressive M iners o f America. The 
“ dem ocratic”  governor of I llin o is , 
H orner, proh ib ited a ll banners and 
bands in  the parade in  the in te rest 
of “ law  and order” .

New York City to 
Stop A ll Jobless 

Relief

H o ld  P ro tes t M e e tin g  in  P h ila .
Philadelphia Pa.— An enthusiasm 

w hich more than h in ts  a t the smoul
dering unrest o f the workers and 
th e ir  desire fo r  leadership in  s trug - j 
gle blazed fo r th  in  answer to the 
protest open a ir  meeting ca lled by 
the Philadelph ia  Branch of the- 
L e ft Opposition where more than; 
s ix  hundred workers came out to 
show th e ir  resentment and to de-1 
nounce the Fascist tactics o f the 
police and the courts exemplified in  
the m alicious fram e-up o f our com
rade Leon Goodman a t an open a ir  
meeting held a t the same corner 
tw o  days earlier.

T h is  pro test meeting was fa r  b ig 
ger than any open a ir  meeting the 
S ta lin is ts  have ever had in  th is  
c ity .

The workers responded to  our 
leafle t appeal. E ig h t o’clock they 
lined the street w ith in  the  v ic in ity  
o f Hope and Jefferson Streets. Some 
hailed us as we approached. The 
workers were heartened a t our ap
pearance and drew  close to  hear 
our speakers and to  take p a rt in  
the protest meeting.

Comrade Carey, though not a 
member o f the Opposition was in 
v ited  to  take pa rt in  th is  m eeting 
and was the f irs t  speaker. The 
other speakers were comrades M or- 
genstqrn and Roberts, H irsch  acting  
as chairm an. The workers were 
anxious to lis ten  to our comrades

and called fo r  them by name.
A  resolution was passed condemn

ing  the action o f the a rrest and 
demanding the im m ediate uncondi
tion a l release o f comrade Goodman. 
Petitions were passed among the 
workers w h ich  many signed w i l l 
ing ly . A t the close o f the meet
ing  workers formed grouplets among 
themselves and around our com
rades and discussed.

The Philadelph ia Branch has been 
ca rry in g  on a campaign o f open a ir  
m eetings before the workers in  the 
Kensington section o f the c ity . The 
workers are w illin g  to  figh t but they 
demand leadership. S talin ism  w ith  
its  bureaucratic u ltim a tis t de
mands stifles in it ia t iv e  and inde
pendent though t among the van
guard. of the  w ork ing  class. Th is 
mass m eeting protesting Goodman’s 
arrest casts a perspective o f w hat 
s trength lies la ten t among the 
workers. The S ta lin is ts  w ith  th e ir  
po licy  of iso la tion  are in  great 
measure responsible fo r  th e ir  non
organization.

To get aid from  the I .  L. D. was 
as easy as i t  is  to p u ll an elephant 
out o f a quicksand bog. We were 
advised to le t Goodman serve the 
sentence and our request fo r  a 
speaker to be sent to the protest 
meeting was m et by evasion and 
fin a lly  refused.

— M E Y E R  H IR S C H .

The announcement th a t on Sep
tember 30th, the Emergency Unem
ployment R e lie f Committee w i l l  
discontinue its  ac tiv ities  receives 
l i t t le  comment in  the bourgeois 
press. And fo r  good reason. Open 
admission of the fa ilu re  o f “ p riva te  
c h a rity ”  w ould be too much to ex
pect. Nevertheless, i t  is now c learly  
evident th a t the bourgeoisie is un
w illin g  to shoulder the expense of 
even the beggarly sops th row n to 
unemployed workers.

As a m atte r o f fact, however, the 
bu lk  o f the funds fo r  th is  w ork, as 
class conscious workers probably 
realized a long tim e ago, was com
ing not fro m  our great p h ila n th ro 
pists b u t from  employed workers.

F o r the past several years many 
firm s in  New Y ork  had fo llow ed the 
policy of “ requesting”  th e ir  employ
ees to make weekly donations to 
the unemployment fund. These were 
m a in ly  o f sm all amounts, runn ing 
from  10 cents to  50 cents per week. 
W ith  the deepening of the econo
m ic crisis, fo llow ed by fu r th e r 
drastic  wage reductions, a m ilita n t 
s p ir it  developed among the workers, 
many refusing to continue the week
ly  payments. Confronted w ith  a 
dilemma, the bourgeoisie character
is tica lly  faces the problem : disband 
the committee! T h is  is equivalent 
to a s ta rva tion  sentence fo r the un
employed.

So as to  makes a pretense o f con
tinu in g  the w ork, a good deal is 
said about coord inating pub lic  and 
priva te  charities, w ith  emphasis on 
the form er. E ve ry th ing  w i l l  be le ft  
in  the hands o f the past masters 
o f re lie f d is tr ibu tion , the Tammany 
po litic ians.

Such a prospect m ust be doubly 
a llu r in g  to the  jobless of th is  c ity , 
especially in  view  o f the a ttitude  
of the bankers on governmental 
economies. To expect the bourge 
oisie to subm it to add itiona l taxa 
t io n ,.fo r  the purpose o f meeting re
lie f  needs, is to  expect too much. 
The dissolu tion o f the Gibson Com
m ittee should make th is  fa c t p la in .

On top of tha t, M ayor O’B rien 
announced last Tuesday n ig h t th a t 
i f  the c ity ’s revenues “ broke down,”  
they would have to  appeal to p r i
vate charitab le  agencies to help 
carry  on unemployment aid. Reven
ues have already broken down, and 
the attem pt to pass the buck back 
to priva te  charities  means eventu
a lly  the u tte r breakdown o f the 
whole system o f re lie f to unem
ployed workers and th e ir  fam ilies.

How  is the m iserable condition 
o f the unemployed to be improved? 
Only through a broad and m ilita n t 
struggle. Such a movement de
mands above a ll un ited action. The 
need o f the hour is un ity , a common 
w ork ing  class policy to  f ig h t the 
onslaught o f capitalism . I t  m ust be 
driven home th a t the workers mean 
business, th a t the s tarva tion  pro
gram o f the new deal w i l l  not be 
qu ie tly  accespted. A  un ited fro n t 
o f a ll workers organizations must 
be the answer. T h is  is the on ly  
way th a t the emergency can be met.

— D . BELLOW S.

Left O p p o s itio n  
Excluded at A n ti- 
Fascist Congress
On June 4 and 5, the European 

Anti-Fascis t Congress, many times 
delayed and postponed, was fina lly  
held in  the Salle P leyel a t Paris. 
The D a lad ie r government had re
fused permission to  hold the meet
ing anywhere outside o f the w e ll- 
known Communist halls. The re
stricted nature of the congress, lack
ing  a broad w ork ing  class base, 
d id  not a llow  fo r  a mass protest 
and pressure to force the conces
sion from  the government to  hold 
the convention in  fu l l  v iew  of the 
P aris ian p ro le ta ria t.

The “ free lancers” — the Radica l 
deputy Bergery, the novelists A n 
dre Gide, V ic to r M arguerite, H e n ri 
Barbusse, the professors Prenant 
and Nejedly, etc.— n a tu ra lly  dom
inated the scene. The S ta lin is t 
Com intern bureaucracy, which im 
provised the whole a ffa ir, kept w e ll 
in  the background du ring  its  en tire  
duration.
“D A IL Y  W O RKER” ON 
CONGRESS

Significant fo r  the sham charac
te r o f the whole business, is the 
reaction o f the S ta lin is t press to 
it .  The D aily W orker, fo r  instance, 
d id  not even d ig n ify  the congress 
w ith  a f irs t page account, bu t re
legated i t  to the back page. This 
speaks enough fo r the bureaucracy’s 
own lack o f confidence in  th e ir  do
ings. No decisions of any value 
were adopted, no discussion of 
fundamentals was perm itted. Cere
mony and flow ery speeches— there 
is the sum to ta l of the results 
achieved by it .
L E F T  O PPO SITIO N  E X C L U D E D !

The In te rn a tion a l L e ft Opposi
t ion  was offic ia lly  excluded from  
the sessions. Behind the scenes, 
the bureaucracy b u ilt  up an entire 
apparatus whose business i t  was to 
see th a t the L e ft Opposition’s voice 
be stifled, no m atter from  w hat 
quarte r i t  may come. D ire c t re
ports are s t i l l  forthcom ing and i t  
is not yet de fin ite ly  known whether 
the Bolshevik-Lenin ists gained ac
cess by round-about-ways o r not. 
B u t from  the p re lim inaries  attend
ing  the meet, a d is tinc t impression 
ma'- be gathered of the fierce in 
ten t o f S ta lin ism  not to pe rm it the 
L e ft Opposition to force i t  to give 
an account before the whole w o rk
ing class of the crimes i t  perpe
tra ted  against the German and the 
in te rna tiona l p ro le ta ria t in  the 
tense months and weeks preceding 
the seizure o f power by H itle r. 
SLUG B O L S H E V IK -L E N IN IS T S !

A t a reg ional A n ti-Fascis t Con
gress in  the Grange-Aux-Belles (Red 
Trade Union Headquarters of 
P a ris ), L e ft Oppositionists, dele
gates from  the L igue Commuuiste 
and local unions were fo rce fu lly  
unseated and disgracefuly battered 
by sluggers organized under the 
d irect leadership o f outstanding 
French bureaucrats.

A t  a second reg ional meet in  
Paris, not on ly were the delegates 
from  the L e ft Opposition excluded, 
but bona fide trade union and mass 
organization representatives sus
pected of so lida rity  w ith  the views 
of the L e ft Opposition were barred 
from  the ha ll. S ta lin is t united 
f r o n t !
N EVER TH E LE S S — O UR V O IC E  
IS  H E A R D !

I t  remained fo r a member o f the 
Young Communist League of France 
to take the floor fo r  a presentation 
of the views of the L e ft Opposition. 
That was en tire ly  unexpected and 
consternation reigned in  the ranks 
o f the bureaucracy. Before the 
young o ra to r could conclude his 
rem arks w ith  a declaration of con
crete proposals pu t fo rw a rd  by the 
L. O., the bureaucracy organized a 
monstrous noise throughout several 
parts o f the h a ll to drown out his 
voice. H is  counter-resolution re
ceived two votes, the S ta lin is t mas
querade was not en tire ly  a ir tig h t. 
W H Y  T H E  TERRO R A G A IN ST  
T H E  L E F T  O PPO SITIO N?

W hy the te rro r against the L e ft 
Opposition? W hy th is  unheard-of 
de term ination on the pa rt of the bu
reaucracy? A  glance a t one of the 
speeches is sufficient fo r  illu m in a 
tion  on th is  po in t. The German de
legate M ueller, shoved to the fo re 
fro n t by the bureaucratic impres- 
sarios, had the fo llo w in g  to s a y :

“ I f  today Fascist te rro r is  rag ing 
worse than ever before, i t  is  not 
an ind ica tion  o f the strength of 
Fascism, but of its  weakness ( ! ) .  
But it  is also a  sign of the rapid  
rise of the revolutionary wave.” 
(D a ilv  W orker, Saturday, June 17, 
1933.)
A FA B R IC  O F L IE S

I t  is w ith  such a fa b ric  o f lies 
and illus ions th a t the S ta lin is t bu
reaucracy means to cover up its  
c rim ina l shipwreck in  Germany. I t  
is upon th is  self-same ro tten  fun d 
ament o f un tru ths th a t S talin ism  
proceeds to cover up its  tracks be
fore the w o rk ing  class o f the w orld  
bv speaking o f preparations fo r a 
German general s tr ike  to overthrow  
Fascism now. I t  is  th e ir  fea r th a t 
the L e ft Opposition would tea r the 
mask off th e ir cynical, ly in g  coun
tenances and force through a d is
cussion o f the rea l state o f a ffa irs  
and those responsible fo r  i t  tha t

A ll  O u t to A nti - Nazi 
M eet on Union Square

On Saturday, June 24, the m il i
ta n t w orkers a ll over the U n ited 
States w i l l  come out in  the streets 
and demonstrate th e ir  so lid a rity  
w ith  th e ir  German fe llow  workers 
to rtu red  under the bloody heel of 
H it le r 's  Fascist rule. T h is  de
m onstration, called by the U n ited 
F ron t Anti-Fascis t Committee in  
con junction w ith  various langu
age groups, must cry out its  ans
wer to the bestial oppression o f 
the naked cap ita lis t d ic ta to rsh ip  
in  Germany. Down w ith  the 
Nazi te r ro r !

The L e ft Opposition calls upon 
its  members and sympathizers to 
be on hand in the demonstrations 
throughout the country and in  
New Y ork  on Union Square on 
Saturday, June 24th a t 2 P. M., 
in  the common protest against 
German Fascism. A ll ou t! Down 
w ith  German Fascism !

Danger Signals Flash 
at London Conference
W ar to Solve Crisis Nears as Contradictions Sharpen. 

Imperialists Wrangle O ver Tariff, Prices, Markets. 
Hugenberg Betrays Real Plans — to A ttack USSR.

A lthough the London Economic 
Conference has been in  progress fo r  
only tw o  weeks, i t  has already 
given ample proof o f two th in g s : 
the breakdown o f the illus ions of 
reasonable, peaceful in te rna tiona l 
agreement, and the bull-headed de 
te rm ination  ef Am erican im peria l
ism to, smash through every obsta
cle to obtain its  ends.

In  v iew  of the h igh tension of the 
w o rld  crisis on a ll fron ts— econ
omic, po litica l, social, m il ita ry —  
th is  means th a t the London Confer
ence, by exhausting some o f the

S.P.G. V ote Shakes 2nd Int’l
M a y  17, 1933: A  Comparison W ith  A ug. 4 , 1914

i .
The po licy of coa lition  and to l

erance, ever typ ica l of the Social
is t P a rty  of Germany, found an 
ignom inious end when H it le r  seized 
power. As a nurse raises a ch ild  
so did the Social Democracy raise 
Fascism. From  1914 to H it le r ’s 
accession, the S. P. G. bore d irec t 
responsib ility  fo r  the po licy of the 
German bourgeoisie in  regards to 
the German masses. I ts  occasional 
a ttitu d e  o f opposition expressed i t 
self in  p itiab le  amounts, as the re
fusa l to consent to retrenchm ent in  
social insurance and reduction of 
salaries. O ther goals and other 
tasks the S. P. G. was incapable

H i t l e r  Clashes 
with Hugenberg 

for Control

(Cantinned from  Page 1)

The H itle r-H ugenbu rg  r i f t  has 
more than an in te rn a l significance. 
Especially is th is  so when s im u lt
aneous w ith  the raids on Hugen- 
burg ’s Green S h irts  the Nazis also 
raided the office of the B ava rian  
People P a rty  (C a tholic) in  M un
ich.

A t least in  so fa r  as the ra ids 
on the Catholic center were con
cerned an officia l communique de
cla red : “ Leading personalities of 
the B avarian  Peoples pa rty  were 
connected w ith  the recent events in  
A us tria , especially w ith  the sup
pression of the N a tiona l Socialist 
p a rty ”  (A us tria n  N azis).

The Nazis mean serious business 
in A ustria . They w i l l  to le ra te  no 
vac illa tion  from  d is ta n t a llies or 
near allies. T ha t is, from  the Bav
arian  Catholics or fro m  Hugen- 
bu rg ’s nationalist^. A lready the 
Nazis have undertaken a m ighty 
propaganda— not on ly in  word bu t 
in  deed. Nazi bomb factories have 
been discovered in  A ustria . Dolfuss, 
A us tria n  Chancellor, has used th is  
as a p re text to  banish the Nazi 
press.

Lovestone and his k ind  n o tw ith 
standing, the differences between 
the H itle rs  and the Hugenburgs 
are not yet completely ironed out. 
The social and p o litica l aspirations 
o f each ' s t i l l  represent va ry ing  
phases o f dom inant class interests.

H it le r  has no t yet completely 
consolidated his power. B u t he 
has been and he is m arch ing fo r 
ward on the path o f reaction w ith  
seven league boots. Unless the 
Communist movement sounds the 
a larm  and acts in  tim e— A ustria  
w i l l  be next in  o rder!

* * * *
B u t here i t  m ust be declared tha t 

the Am erican party , a t least, i f  
Robert M ino r and A lexander are 
its  true  spokesmen, and we have no 
reason to  doubt th a t they are, has 
learned noth ing from  the past.

Speaking before an audience of 
workers in  B row nsville , B rooklyn , 
the other n igh t on Fascism, they 
offered such empty and va ing lo ri
ous pla titudes th a t though the hour 
was nearly twelve when the two 
m ain speakers concluded the audi
ence v ir tu a lly  demanded speakers 
fro m  the L e ft Opposition to take 
the floor and present th e ir  po in t of 
view. Though three m inutes were 
alloted, the speaker fo r  the L. O. 
took the oppo rtun ity  to po in t out 
th a t A lexander’s theory— the more 
m isery the better— was in  rea lity  
a pe tty  bourgeois A narch is t theory, 
th a t the Len in is t approach is to 
ca ll a defeat a defeat and not to  
say th a t the ravages o f Fascism 
are “ in  re a lity  a v ic to ry  ■and a 
sign o f s trength fo r the German 
w o rk ing  class” , as A lexander and 
M inor in fe rred . When the speak
e r’s tim e was up he asked fo r  an 
extension of tim e. The sentim ent 
o f the workers was to  g ran t it. 
The ghairman refused to  intervene 
and as the speaker s ta rted  to con-

( Continued on Page 4)

o f setting fo r  itse lf. I t  was too 
closely bound to the decadent state 
apparatus of the German Republic. 
The forces o f the social democracy 
could ju s t bear a penny opposition 
and no more.

A lready long before H it le r ’s seiz
ure o f power, the S. P. G. was ro t
ten, corroded in te rn a lly  thorough
ly  bureaucratized. I t  was a party, 
w ith ou t an inner life . T h a t fo r  
one tim e another grotesque “ State 
P a rty ”  could establish its e lf  along
side the S. P. G. was one of the 
curiosities frequently  occuring in  
the h is to ry  o f the W eim ar republic. 
However, the S. P. G. was the 
state party . I t  was the pa rty  of 
the W eim ar republic. The “ w ork 
of W eim ar”  was condemned to de
struction , and w ith  i t  the S. P. G. 
proceeded to its  end. Nobody has 
so c learly  form ula ted the task o f 
the social democracy as Tarnow  at 
the Le ipzig  pa rty  convention. I ts  
job, according to him, was to act 
as doctor a t the sickbed o f the 
capitalism . Indeed, the Tarnows, 
the Weises, the Severings, have, 
guarded the sick pa tien t solic itous
ly, but they could not cure him . 
Even th e ir  medicine o f the “ lesser 
e v il1’ was o f no (avail, and the 
ungra te fu l pa tien t sent his Fascist 
bouncer, H it le r , to  break the head 
of the old fa m ily  doctor, the S. P. 
G. And so the m edical career o f 
the Social Democracy came to an 
end.

Very ra re ly  has h is to ry  offered 
such an extreme example of heed
lessness and helplessness as the 
"struggle”  of the S. P. G. against 
Fascism. Not only was the S. P 
G. incapable of showing how to  
figh t against Fascism ; i t  d id  every
th ing  in  its  power to prove th a t 
i t  could take the place of H it le r  
in  a ll respects. As usual, re fo rm 
ism wrong ly estimated its  forces in  
th is  case too. The S. P. G. has 
long ago los t a l l fee ling of the re
quirements of the class struggle. 
I t  placed fa ith  only in  the om ni
potence of the apparatus. The bu
reaucratic apparatus could gag 
and deceive fa ith fu l workers. I f  
could choke strikes and uprisings. 
I t  could not, however, deceive the 
bourgeoisie, and i t  d id  not have the 
strength to choke and gag Fasc
ism.

Even i f  the social democratic 
apparatus did not believe in  the 
d u ra b ility  o f th e ir co llabora tion is t 
policy, they believed a t least in  the 
inner value of a policy of class 
to le ration. To them the thought of

(Continued on Page 4)

theore tica lly  possible peaceful a l
ternatives, and by bring ing  in te r
national conflicts of in te rest before 
an in te rna tiona l arena, w i l l  consti
tu te  a long step in  the preparation 
o f the coming im peria lis t war.

The keynote o f the conference—■ 
in trigue , treachery, a nauseous 
hypocrisy, and the naked violence 
of an accomplished fac t— was given 
before i t  started, when Roosevelt 
took Am erica off the gold standard 
w h ile  MacDonald was on his way 
to W ashington, thus breaking the 
strongest weapon in  the B r it is h  
arm ory, the stabilized depreciation 
o f the pound s te rling  in  terms o f 
the d / ila r .  England replied a fte r 
MacDonald had le ft, w ith  a p re fe r
en tia l trade agreement w ith  Argen
tina  th a t gave the lie  to its  sanc
tim onious ta jk  about increasing the 
freedom of in te rna tiona l trade.

America, which had insisted on 
pu ttin g  the question o f German re
parations on the agenda a t the 
Lausanne conference last year, re
fused to pe rm it the w ar debts to 
be discussed in  London ; as i f  a 
genuine settlem ent o f currency 
questions could be reached unless 
i t  were decided whether or not 
hundreds o f m illio ns  of do llars 
would be m oving each year to the 
United States. MacDonald prom pt
ly  opened the conference by th ro w 
ing the question o f w a r debts on 
to the table, qu ick ly  fo llowed by 
Jung o f I ta ly . H u ll of the Am er
ican delegation held over his speech 
fo r tw en ty -fou r hours du ring  which 
the th rea t o f possible w ith d ra w a l 
by Am erica hung over the confer
ence.

M atters were patched up enough 
to  pe rm it of the organ ization of 
the conference in to  two Committees, 
one on currency and the other on 
economics. The composition of the 
committees alone indicates how 
l i t t le  seriously the conference i t 
self took th e ir  ac tiv ities . The 
chairm an o f the currency com m it
tee is a p rov inc ia l Ohio po litic ian , 
James M. Cox. The economic com
m ittee consists o f representatives 
o f H o lland, A rgen tina  and Ger
many. England is represented on 
ne ither committee.

The rea l negotiations a l l  th is  
tim e have been tak in g  place behind 
the scenes. W hile  the pretentious 
masquerade and the speeches d rip 
ping w ith  in te rna tiona l good-w ill 
were going on at the conference, 
a l i t t le  committee having no th ing to 
do w ith  the conference was figh t
ing  g r im ly  and s ilen tly  behind the 
scenes fo r the real decisions. I t  
consisted o f the governors o f the 
centra l banks o f the United States, 
England and France. F ive days 
a fte r the conference started, th is  
real and sm all committee disband
ed when the Am erican represnta- 
tive  le ft  fo r  Washington.

In  the same way the wheat con
ference had been s itt in g  fo r  a week 
before the “ big show”  started. L ike  
the bankers’ committee, i t  has run  
in to  a deadlock of na tiona l in te r
ests ; as the bourgeois press re
ports, i t  on ly exh ib ited “ the hesita
tions o f the A us tra lia n  and Canad
ian wheat growers, the apprehen
sions o f the Polish and French pea
sant's, the grievances o f the Argen
tine  live  stock producers, the con
cern o f I ta ly  and other countries 
to reserve th e ir in te rna l markets 
fo r  th e ir  own fa rm ers” .

(Continued on Page 4)

C . Z e tk in , V e te ran  Red  D ie s  a t 76
Clara Zetk in  is dead. The veter

an revo lu tionary labor leader of 
more than 50 years o f active, m il i
tan t service to the cause of the 
German and in te rna tiona l prole
ta r ia t  has passed away in  a sani
ta riu m  near Moscow a few days 
ago. The death of C lara Zetkin, a 
real tragedy to the w o rld ’s w ork ing 
class, coincides w ith  the greater 
tragedy o f the German p ro le ta ria t 
whose movement now w rithes  un
der the heel o f H it le r  and his 
brown cohorts.

The name o f comrade Z e tk in  is 
associated w ith  some of the most 
glorious trad ition s  o f the German 
p ro le ta ria t and its  strugg le fo r em
ancipation. She began her p a rtic i
pation in  the socia list movement 
under the tute lage o f M arx and 
Engels. She was in  the fo re fron t 
of the ba ttle  against the anti-So- 
c ia lis t laws o f B ism ark. The great 
honor o f being the in it ia to r  o f the 
organization of w o rikng  class wo
men on an in te rna tiona l scale be
longs to C lara Zetkin. H e r name 
is indisso lubly associated w ith  th is  
indispensable a c tiv ity .

More im portan t and more ou t
standing in  the fig h tin g  career of 
comrade Z e tk in  has been her un
re m ittin g  w a rfa re  against the 
tra ito rs  o f the German social dem
ocracy and the Second In te rn a tio n 
al. Together w ith  K a r l Liebknecht

and Rosa Luxem burg, she kept a lo ft 
the banner o f in te rna tiona lism  du r
ing the dark days of the im p e ria lis t 
slaughter. Th is indom itable figh t
er d id  her pa rt in  the foundation of 
the heroic Spartacus League in  
Germany, the Communist p a rty  of 
Germany and the Communist In te r
national. The Bolshevik w ork  o f 
Clara Zetk in  was a milestone in  
the days when the p ro le ta rian  in 
te rna tiona l had a ll its  strength 
turned towards the w o rld  revo lu
tion— in  the days of Lenin and 
T ro tsky. Lenin paid her a s ig n ifi
cant tr ib u te  when he said th a t “ the 
only pian in  the German p a rty  was 
an old woman.”

In  spite o f her m ilitancy  and 
heroism, comrade Zetk in  was so ft 
and even equivocal, a t times, in  
the inner s trugg le  in  the ranks of 
Communism. Sometimes her sym
pathies swerved to B randler, in  the 
early days she showed inc lina tions 
towards the L e ft Opposition. The 
epigones many times made m a lic i
ous use o f the prestige o f C lara 
Zetk in .

N otw ithstanding, the -death of 
th is  brave leader is a rea l loss to 
the Communist and revo lu tionary 
workers. The name o f comrade 
Ze tk in  is an insp ira tion— i t  is en
shrined in  the hearts of the p ro
le ta rian  vanguard wherever i t  bat
tles fo r  freedom !

THE M IL IT A N T

Ill. Miners in Mass Action
W omen's Auxiliary Takes Valiant Part in Struggle
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P .M .A  . in Perspective
A  Review of the Past and Signs for the Future
W ith  each passing day it  becomes 

increasingly necessary to consider 
the situation in the Progressive 
Miners of Am erica w ith  the aim  of 
ascertaining its tasks in  the light 
of recent developments. The PM A  
is a t the crossroads. The policies 
i t  adopts w ill decide its fu ture. In  
any discussion of this union, i t  must 
always be borne in  mind, th at the

organized fields steadily increased 
production u n til they were mining 
the great bulk of the coal produced 
in  the United States. Y et the lead
ership did not budge. W herever 
such possibilities of organization 
existed, as in W est V irg in ia , Lewis 
betrayed the miners.

W ith  such a background of con
stantly worsening conditions fo r

organization was founded on the ‘ miners, is it  any wonder th at w ith - 
basis of a m ilitan t struggle against! in the rank and file a wave of re- 
the Lewis machine in  the U n ited ' sentment developed into a stormy 
M ine W orkers of Am erica. | revolt? In  order to enforce its  po-

A t the outset, its  struggles for j licy of betrayal, the Lew is machine 
existence revolved around two \ resorted to every means a t its  dis- 
fronts: against the coal operators posal to  check the revolt of the
(p rim arily  the Peabody Coal Com
pany) and the officialdom of the 
UM W A (having a t its  disposal 
money, m aterials, e tc .), both work
ing w ith  the support of the State 
of Illino is , its  courts, police, the 
controlled press, etc. W ith  such an 
array of reaction surrounding it, 
the course chartered out in  advance 
fo r the new union was (and i t  re
mains so now) a precarious one.

Under such conditions two paths 
are open for the new union. E ither 
i t  succumbs to the pressure of re
action or it  m aintains th a t m ili
tan t class struggle character which 
brought it  into existence, and en
deavors to spread the union beyond 
the borders of the State of Illin o is  
in  order to  make it  a tru ly  national 
union of the coal miners. There is 
no middle road fo r the union to 
travel. The m ilitants in  the union 
must understand th a t th e ir success
fu l struggle against Lewis in  Illin 
ois was b u ilt upon the foundations 
la id  years before in  the fight made 
by the Progressives in  1924, by the 
Save-the-Union movement in  1928 
and sim ilar struggles over a period 
of a decade. The victorious strug
gle of the Progressive M iners Union 
came as the m ighty wave of these 
many fights.

The "Bed” Scare
A fte r a series of unsuccessful 

efforts by Lewis and the Peabody 
Coal Company to destroy the new 
union, they resorted to a fam ilia r 
weapon used by a ll reactionaries 
and flunkies in  the labor movement. 
The “red scare” was employed. I t  
was directed against G erry A llard , 
the editor of the Progressive Miner. 
By this means they hoped to drive 
the officialdom of the PM A into re
actionary channels. This offensive 
launched by the reactionaries met 
a healthy rebuff in  the rank and 
file  o f the PM A. The leadership of 
the PM A, sad to say, reacted in  a 
most shameful and p itifu l manner. 
I t  apologized and did precisely 
w hat the reactionaries desired. I t  
too declared itse lf in  deadly oppo
sition to Communism in  general 
and to Communists in  the new un
ion. I t  announced th a t the union 
was “pure” of radicalism . Instead  
of meeting this challenge in  a 
straightforw ard m ilitan t manner it  
engaged in  a “red-hunting cam 
paign.” And in  their own way, they 
now proceed to cleanse the union 
and d irect blows againt the most 
m ilitan t section of the PMA, that 
section w ithout which the new un
ion would have been an impossibil
ity .

One thing is certain, the drive 
against m ilitants in  the new union 
w ill spell its inevitable death, and 
at present constitutes an ill-omen 
o f w hat w ill take place in  the un
ion, if  the leadership w ill persist in  
its  present course— remaining smug 
and self-satisfied w ith  early gains; 
a union in  Illin o is  and a few  con
tracts. In  a discussion of the union 
i t  is necessay to return to some 
fundam ental -questions of tactics 
and strategy th at are indispensable 
to the miners’ organization.

The greatest possible error that 
the m ilitants can commit is to con
sider th at the struggle against the 
Lewis machine in  the UM W A, was 
an isolated struggle for democracy 
and the rights of the rank and file  
m iner in  the union as such. I t  is 
impossible to make such an abstrac
tion of the struggle fo r democracy 
in  any workers’ organization. The 
inner life  of any organization is a 
reflection of its  policies. In  a like  
manner the inner life  of the UM W A  
was a result of the policies of be
traya l committed by its leadership. 
I t  cannot be said that Lewis and 
his murderous regime is more brutal 
and vicious than other reaction
aries in  the labor movement. A ll 
of them act alike, when cbnfronted 
w ith  a desperate and m iUtant rank 
and file. I t  is in  defense o f th eir 
policies, th at the Lewis machine 
resorted to the vilest methods in  
destroying the w ill and desires of 
the coal miners. In  the same man
ner the basis for the struggle of the 
miners against th e ir leadership, 
arose p rim arily in  reaction, not to 
the th ro ttling  of democracy, but to 
the traitorous policies of the ruling  
clique.

Why the Fight Against Lewis?
The Lewis machine dedicated it 

self to the task of helping the coal 
operators a t the expense o f the

miners and thereby, to successfully 
carry through his policy. To ac
complish It, he had to steal elec
tions; expel m ilitants by the hund
reds ; k ill, maim, to rtu re ; and de
stroy every vestige of democracy 
in the union. The union was no 
longer an organization of the coal 
miners. I t  was a place of loot for 
the agents of the coal operators in  
the union who, in carrying through 
this great betrayal of the miners, 
also proceeded to rifle  its treasuries.

W hat should have been the 
course of the UMW A? Assuming 
it  to be a genuine organization of 
workers, it  should have proceeded 
on a bold scale to unionize the un
organized fields, extend the struggle 
against wage cuts and fo r wage in 
creases, for a general improvement 
of the working conditions of the 
miners. Needless to say, i t  d id  ex
actly the opposite. As has already 
been cited above, in  order to enforce 
his external policies, Lewis resort
ed to a destruction of the inner life  
of the union. I t  is to be observed 
thus, that the struggle for democ
racy in  the Lewis union, was de
pendent upon raising at the same 
tim e the question of policies.

Every movement of revolt in  the 
UM W A, whether or not it  momen
ta rily  raised the question of de
mocracy as a forefront issue, never
theless had to first of a ll present 
to the miners a program in  contra
distinction to  the prevailing pro
gram of the Lewis union. O f w hat 
value is a program for democratiza
tion of union, which is n o t accom 
pan ied  a t the same tim e w ith  a 
program of v ita l, m ilitan t struggle 
to save the union (through its ex
tension) ; agaist wage cuts (fo r in 
creases) ; fo r retaining the im 
proved conditions in  the mines (and 
th e ir extension) ? Obviously it  can
not bf, of much value.

The Howat Movement
The outstanding experience of the 

How at movement which rode the 
wave of one m ighty revolt, and 
gained power in  Illin o is , was that 
in spite of its cry fo r democracy, 
and the need fo r turning the union 
into the hands o f the rank and 
file, it  failed miserably, brought 
about no changes in  the life  of the. 
union, acted as a perfect agent fo r 
Lewis, because its policies were 
identical to those of the Lewis ma
chine. Unless any movement can 
tear itself from  the policies of be
traya l to the adoption of the Course 
indicated, a ll its pretenses of de
mocracy, of a “rank and file” union, 
w ill fa ll to pieces.

The democracy of the union w ill 
be achieved only on the basis that 
the union is m ilitan t, and aggres
sive in  the interests of the rank

New York, N . Y.— For the past
few weeks negotiations have been 
going on between the Pocketbook 
W orkers Union and the Ind u stria l 
Council of the Leather Goods Em
ployers Association. The confer
ences were broken off several times. 
According to our managers report 
at the union meeting of June 15, 
the employers demanded (1 ) a 
piece work system fo r operators 
and cutters; (2 ) abolition of the 
two weeks’ tr ia l period, which 
means the free right to h ire and 
fire ; (3 ) abolition of the unem
ployment insurance fund and the 
employment office, etc.

In  other words, the bosses are 
demanding the open shop and hope 
to undermine the already meagre 
conditions of the workers. A fte r a 
heated discussion the membership 
decided unanimously to ca ll a strike  
as soon as possible.

How is i t  th at a t a  tim e when 
there is general ta lk  of raising  
wages, the pocketbook bosses are 
demanding a lowering of conditions? 
The answer is th at our present ad
m inistration, the “Fraternal Club’ 
misleaders did not enforce 10 per
cent of even that rotten agreement 
which they forced on the workers 
last year. For the rig h t to collect 
dues in the shops, they gave the 
bosses a free hand to whatever they 
pleased w ith  workers. The bosses 
have naturally taken advantage. 
W orkers have been thrown out of

Pocket Book Workers 
Vote for Strike

(Continued on Page 3)

Sugar Coated Misery
New York C ity.—The firm s and 

factories operated by the bankers 
(they are many a fte r four years of 
crisis) are the first to be affected 
by the Ind u stria l Recovery Act.

The H ------- Paper Co. is such a
place, and already last week the 
employees were inform ed they 
would go on a six hour day. As 
the workers were being paid by the 
hour and were working eight and 
a h a lf hours per day th at meant, 
exclusive of considerations of high
er prices and rents, a th irty  per 
cent wage reduction.

T h irty  percent less than w hat 
they were getting (they were aver
aging less than fo rty  cents an hour, 
and many of them got only three 
days per week every other week, or 
five dollars and ten cents per week 
to live  on— none of them had been 
working fu ll tim e) brought fo rth  a 
healthy response from  among the 
workers who threatened to w alk  
out in  protest.

The superintendent sensed the 
possibility of this development and 
im m ediately busied him self, person
a lly  interview ing the “loyal” em
ployees best acquainted w ith  the 
factory as a whole. Then he must 
have met w ith  the president of the 
company and w ith  the bankers 
again. For his tactic was changed. 
He met the threat of a walkout 
w ith the threat of firing  a certain  
number of workers (he would not 
name them nor in  any way im ply 
who they m ight be), but accompany
ing this th rea t w ith  a promise of 
a five day week.

For the present, th is move hav
ing been given the au thority  of law  
and having been put over on them  
in the name of the President of the 
United States and the Federal gov
ernment, the workers involved are 
experiencing the meaning of the 
Ind u stria l Recovery Act and the 
New D e a l: more unemployment,
more m isery. — SHOP W O R KER.

th eir jobs indiscrim inately, the 
wage scale is not being paid, tim e- 
and-a-half for overtim e has been 
done away w ith . C ertain shops 
like Blum and M ittenthal, Kadin  
Bros., etc., have been allowed to 
send th eir work to outside contract
ing shops.

The “F ratern al Club” adminis
tration  never made an attem pt to 
carry out the agreement which 
carries provisions against a ll o f the 
above abuses. I f  these S. P. fakers 
have not enforced the agreement 
they signed last year, how can they 
trust them to sign a new agree
ment today which may be s till 
worse? That is why the workers 
demanded the election of a confer
ence committee from  amongst the 
membership. The workers know 
that they can have no fa ith  in  
Shiplacoff, W olinsky and Co.

The present agreement, which 
was enforced, “expired” June 1. 
W hile the agreement guaranteed 
$32 and $37 per week, workers are 
actually getting only $15 to $22 a 
week. W hile the agreement did not 
perm it more than 5 per cent shop 
reorganization, Chick, M o r r i s  
W hite, M axik, Stone and Groper, 
Blum and M ittenthal have thrown 
out from  30 to 50 per cent of their 
workers. The union leadership put 
up no resistance whatever.

This is the leadership th at was 
driven from  our ranks a few  years 
ago and only recently got back into  
it. Who is responsible for the re
turn of this disastrous leadership 
which has brought our industry to 
such a  terrib le  state of affairs? I t  
is the clique? The so-called and 
fake Progressives, the Leather 
Goods W orkers Society who formed 
a united fro n t w ith  the “Fraternal 
Club”' not to better conditions but 
to defeat the L e ft wing. I t  is these 
same people, who know th at the 
leadership cannot be trusted, that 
rejected the demand fo r a  new con
ference committee representing a ll 
groups and tendencies and the 
election of a general strike commit
tee under rank and file  control.

The L eft wing approached these 
“progressives” fo r common action 
against the bosses and the “F ra t
ernal” clique, but they refused. The 
M atlins, David Myers, etc., w ill be 
held responsible for any treacher
ous acts perpetrated by the adm in
istration, fo r fa ilu re  of m ilitan t 
strike preparations.

B ut the L e ft wing too must be 
criticized fo r not using th e ir united 
front proposals to the Progressive 
openly before the workers, fo r not 
putting these people to the w all by 
continually hammering them in  the 
open w ith  such proposals. The L e ft 
wing must be criticized too for 
leaving such a favorable opportun
ity  as the Bridgeport revolt of the 
M orris W hite workers (and the re

to force upon the workers by terror.
W hat can be done in  order to pre

vent a new sell-out? (1 ) A ll groups 
must unite in  a  general strike com
m ittee and force the officials to call 
the strike im m ediately. (2 ) The 
strike must be prepared so as to 
involve the non-union shops, (3 ) 
M ilita n t mass picketing must be or
ganized. (4 ) The general strike  
committee must select a negotia
tions committee composed of one 
member from  each group to negoti
ate on the following demands:

(1 ) A  40 hour week, to relieve 
unemployment.

(2 ) The abolition of reorganiza
tion and readjustm ent p ri
vileges.

(3 ) For unemployment insurance 
to he paid by the bosses only.

(4 ) For the abolition of the in 
stitution of the “im p artia l” 
chairman.

(6 ) For the right to strike when 
employers violate the agree
ment.

These demands w ill be granted 
only when the employers see an 
organization which can strike un
itedly. and strike hard. Only through 
struggle have the workers gained 
conditions from  the employers. The 
pocketbook bosses w ill be forced to 
grant our demands not by any in 
dustrial Recovery B ill from  Wash
ington or by any Miss Perkins, but 
only through th e ir own struggle 
and organization. — N. D . F .

'Law an 'O rd er' in Illinois
Homes of the Progressive M iners 

in Christian County, 111., were 
bombed last week and one house 
riddled w ith  bullets by coal com
pany agents in  an effort to terro r
ize the miners to return to work 
under company term s. W hile pick
eting is forbidden and even peace
fu l meetings of miners’ wives 
broken up by the National Guard, 
apparently “law  and order” allows 
coal company thugs to bomb and 
shoot w ith  im punity.

SUBSCRIBE TO 
“UNSEB WORT”

W orkers and friends who read 
German and are interested in  get
ting firs t hand accounts of condi
tions in  Germany can do so by 
subscribing to Unser W ort, the 
illegal organ of the German L eft 
Opposition, published in  Prague.

The paper appears every other 
week. Subscriptions are fo r a year 
only and are $2.00. Subscriptions 
must be accompanied by currency. 
Checks and money orders w ill not 
do.

Comrades who subscribe must 
take into account the tim e element 
involved. They must allow  tim e 
for their subs to reach the center 
here, and ten days fo r the sub to
reach Prague and on top of that 

sentment against the biood-sucking ten days to two weeks additional 
tactics of W hite in  his New York fo r the paper to reach them. In

A  Resolution which was Rejected and the Reason W h y

The June 11th Gillespie Confer- 1  sentence motion which said merely 
ence, called by the Progressive that we go on record against the 
Trade Union Educational Commit- Ind u stria l Control B ill. Delegate

shops, w ith  which we w ill deal in  
a separate a rtic le ) go by unexploit
ed.

I t  is now a week since the mem
bership decided to go out on strike  
in  answer to the bosses’ demands. 
Instead of carrying out the mem
bership decisions, the leaders are 
try ing  to patch things up by a back
door agreement. They are prepar
ing a  new sell-out which they mean

short, the firs t copy should reach 
the comrade about three weeks a f
ter rem ittance to us.

Address a ll subs to Unser W ort, 
care of the M ilitant, 126 East 16th 
Street, New York C ity.

ARE YOU A SUBSCRIBER  
TO TH E  M ILITA N T?

tee, consisting of L e ft wing trade  
unionists in this section ended by 
preventing the establishment of a 
New Federation of Labor and by 
reaffirm ing the decisions of the 
previous conferences. The backbone 
of the conference, as usual, was 
the delegation from  the Progressive 
M iners of Am erica and the num eri
cally largest force from  other or
ganizations was under the control 
of the Stalinists.

The policy committee took a 
correct position by rubber stamp
ing the program and policy laid  
down at the previous conferences 
and by bringing in  some proposals 
fo r concrete action and for com
mittees of action to be established 
in the different sections of the 
country to work toward the coor
dination of a ll L e ft wing groups in  
the trade union movement.

However,the Stalinists, who had 
the largest number of delegates in  
the conference, and the policy com
m ittee which they controlled, failed  
miserably to measure up to the task 
confronting the Am erican working 
class and the needs of the confer
ence. To call a conference to rub
ber stamp the decisions of the pre
vious conference is a waste of 
energy. Conferences are not called 
fo r such a purpose. A  conference 
of L eft wing trade unionists must 
consider the most pressing problems 
of the class, point out the dangers 
developing and confronting us and 
map out a program of action for 
the class to fight against the capi
ta lis t offensive.
Thrust of Ind u stria l Cotnrol B ill
The most menacing capitalist 

measure confronting our class and 
the least understood by our class 
at this stage is the Ind u stria l Con
tro l Law of the capitalists and their 
state. In  the future, when the labor 
history as w ell as the economic 
history of Am erica is w ritten , this 
measure w ill stand out in  a ll its  
capitalist ugliness as an attem pt 
to hold up a tottering structure 
and beat down the workers.

The Gillespie Conference was the 
only L e ft w ing conference of trade 
unionists held in this period and 
the logical starting point to ra lly  
the Am erican workers against the 
Industria l Control Law  and to fight 
the labor misleaders’ plan to tie  the 
Am erican workers to this scheme.

The L eft Opposition delegates and 
some of the other delegates realized 
this danger and the needs of our 
class. We were fighting indepen
dently against this industrial Con
tro l B ill in  the past and could 
easily have found common ground 
at the conference. Delegate Hugo 
Oehler drew up a resolution (ap
pearing in  this issue of the M ili
tan t) giving a political analysis of 
the Ind u stria l Control B ill and en
deavoring to use the Gillespie Con
ference as a starting point for a 
national fight to prepare our class 
to fight the capitalist offensive.

The Stalinists could not equal the 
task because they could not under
stand the situation. They have not 
yet learned to point out the dan
gers ahead, to foresee the blows. 
They can only feel blows when they 
fa ll upon their heads. Their policy 
committee, in  reporting, rejected 
our political analysis and instead 
brought in a report w ith  a one-

_ cern them when they are being pre
coal miners. Instead* of acting" as. Pared- tbe adm inistration can
the labor leader of workers and 
serving th eir interests, they acted 
as labor lieutenants in the service 
of the capitalists—in  this case the 
coal operators. The decline of the 
once powerful United M ine W ork- 
rrs, is a tale of successive betray
als of the miners. Strikes were sold 
out. Wage agreements were made 
th at aided only the operators and 
reduced the already low  standards 
of the miners to an even lower 
scale. Conditions in the mines be
came steadily worse. W ith  the coal 
industry, already over-developed 
and constantly menaced by the de
velopment of electric and w ater- 
fuel-power, d riftin g  to  th e  south 
and the unorganized fields, the 
Lewis regime did not raise a finger 
in  the direction of the organization 
Of the unoganlzed miners. The un

This is the second of a series 
of articles on the situation in  
the Teachers Union of New York 
City, Local 5 of the American 
Federation of Teachers in  the A. 
F. of L . I t  embodies the ideas 
of a number of Progressive Group 
and Rank and F ile  teachers, the 
two L eft wing groups in the union.

n .
Contrary to its  picture of the 

situation in the union, in  which it  
appears as the representative of 
the interests of the teachers, the 
adm inistration is clearly revealed 
by its policies to be the representa
tive of only the higher-salaried, 
older, and more conservative teach
ers in  the union to the exclusion of 
the larger interests of the union 
and the teachers as a whole. Let 
us take first the question of the 
fight against the salary cut which 
the teachers got last December.

Long before the cut was actually  
passed a t the special session of the 
State legislature, called for that 
and sim ilar purposes, it  was clear 
that the attack was impending. The 
L eft wing claims that it  was ob
vious as much as two years ago. 
I t  was certainly unm istakable, by 
the end of last summer, when 
W alker, who was then mayor, ask
ed a ll c iv il service, employees and 
teachers to accept a cut of 8 1-3 
percent.

An organization which exists1 for 
the purpose of defending the in ter
ests of the teachers against such a t
tacks, must be on the a le rt to dis-

show that it  saw the atack in  time, 
gave warning th at it  was coming, 
energetically mobilized the teachers 
to resist it  and armed them w ith  a 
correct policy, it  can be said to  
have discharged its duty and de
serves the confidence of the mem
bership of the union.

But this is w hat the Lefkow itz- 
L in ville  adm inistration cannot do. 
They failed  to see the atatek in  
tim e. W orse! They turned a deaf 
ear to the warnings of the L eft 
wing, i t  was only when W alker 
took to the press w ith  his appeal 
fo r voluntary cuts in  the interests 
of economy, th at the adm inistra
tion stirred from  its  lethargy.

By th a t tim e it  should have been 
clear to a ll from  the financial sit! 
uation of New York C ity and the 
negotiations between the c ity  and

Teachers U nion and the Fight Against W age Cuts
the W all Street bankers for a loan zations were showing signs of sub- of the classroom teacher-
to the city, that the impending 
salary cut was an integral p art of 
this banker-politician inspired eco
nomy. The policy of the union ad
m inistration should have had the 
aim  of making this clear to the 
union membership and a ll the teach
ers in the system. That was its  
simple duty.

Policy of the Administration
But th at was not the line which 

inform ed the policy of the adm ini
stration. On September 2, in  an 
other statement issued by the un
ion, over the signatures of L inville , 
president; Lefkow itz, Legislative 
Representative; and Charles J. 
Hendley of the CPLA, Treasurer, 
the adm inistration stated: “ (1 ). 
M ayor W alker has asked a ll c iv il 
service employees and teachers to
accept a voluntary salary cut........
(5 ) Deputy Comptroller Frqnk J. 
P ria l, and his c iv il service group 
are opposing the proposal fo r sal
ary reduction actively, vigorously, 
and successfully.” (our emphasis).

This was on September 2. ..On 
October 20, in  another statem ent, 
signed by the Joint Committee on 
L eft w ing activities in  the Teach
ers Union, and the officers of the 
union— a document which attempts 
to reply to the criticism s made 
against the adm inistration by the 
L eft wing— the adm inistration has 
the follow ing to say on the question 
of the salary cu t: “ (4 ) In  the sum
mer of 1932 follow ing the action of 
M ayor W alker in  demanding volun
ta ry  cuts of 8 1-3 percent from  a ll 
city employees, a t a tim e when the 
leaders of the conservative organi-

m itting, the officers of the union 
came out w ith  three strong state
ments opposing the cuts under any 
circumstances. Undoubtedly, these 
statements turned the tide against 
the proposal for the cut” ! (our em
phasis.)

As every teacher knows now, the 
special session of the State legis
latu re cut the teachers pay from  
6 to 10 percent. The banker-polit
ician economy triumphed over the 
hosannas of the union adm inistra
tion. W hat the adm inistration suc
ceeded in  doing, was to disarm  the 
teachers before their attackers and 
restrain them from active resistance 

The Joint Salary Committee
This record does not exhaust this 

aspect of the question. The Teach
ers Union is represented in  the 
Joint Salary Committee and has 
four members on its  Executive 
Board. The Joint Salary Commit
tee is a c ity  wide organization 
made up of representatives of the 
approxim ately 75 teachers’ organi
zations in the city, including the 
Teachers Union. A t this point we 
cannot undertake a detailed analy
sis of the composition of the J. S. 
C. Suffice it  to say th at most of 
the 75 organizations represented in  
it, are paper: 44 organizations have 
less than 100 members— one num
bering only 8 : 21 organizations 
have less than 500 members; and 
15 have above 500. To  boot, super
visors, who by th e ir position in  
the school system, are p artly  or a l
most entirely integrated into the 
Board of Education, and whose in 
terests, consequently, are not those

■these
supervisors who comprise only 
4 percent of a ll the teachers in  the 
system, make up almost 50 percent 
of the membership of the represen
tatives to  the J. S. C, and of its  
Executive Board. The cause of 
th is situation and the various plans 
for its necessary reorganization w ill 
be discussed later.

The Joint Salary Committee was 
created fo r the purpose of advanc
ing the salaries of the teachers, 
protecting their pensions, etc. In  
the course of its existence it  has 
collected tens of thousands of dol
lars from  the teachers for this, pur
pose. How  w ell i t  has defended 
th eir interests can be seen from  its 
record in  connection w ith  the re
cent salary cut. The Joint Salary 
Committee did absolutely nothing 
to resist the salary cut. I t  declar
ed that the issue was not a t a ll 
a salary reduction but the protec
tion of the legislation on the hooks 
in  Albany, m aking mandatory, sal
ary increases for teachers! And 
aiong these lines it  conducted its  
agitation. Such a policy must be 
branded fo r w hat it  is—a treacher
ous sell-out!

The union adm inistration tailed  
completely to sound the alarm  
against this treachery. On the con
tra ry , it  participated in  i t  and 
covered i t  up. On December 16th, 
Lefkow itz put a motion a t a meet* 
ing of teachers, calling fo r a vote 
of confidence in the Joint Salary 
Com m ittee! By this policy the 
union adm inistration compromised 
itself in  the eyes of a ll thinking  
teachers.
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New Salary Cuts Impending
A fter the bankers and politicians 

had accomplished their purpose, 
w ith  the support of the Joint Sal
ary  Committee, and the adm inistra
tion of the union, the adm inistra
tion tyied to te ll the teachers that 
the salary cut was, in  substance, a ' 
vic to ry! On January 4th the union 
issued "A  Legislative Program of 
Action For 1933 Suggested by D r. 
Abrajiam  Lefkow itz.” Lefkow itz 
says: “An evaluation of the work 
of the short special session shows 
the following protective gains:—  
(4 ) The invisible government— had 
the effrontery to become v is ib le ..’ 
This means political progress a t an 
unprecedented rate. The hum ilia
tion imposed upon the legislators 
and the city  officials has made 
them so angry th at they w ill look 
w ith  favor upon any legislation  
which w ill liberate local govern
ment from  the grip of the money 
monopoly. (5 ) The united fight of 
teachers and c iv il service groups 
against arb itra ry  dictatorship has 
won the respect of both legislators 
and bankers”.

The bankers and politicians were 
not long in demonstrating the re- 
Bpect w ith  which the Lefkow itz- 
L in ville  Hosanna-policy had inspir
ed them. Lefkow itz’ “Program  of 
Action” was issued on January 4. 
Two months later, on M arch 3, the 
union issued a bulletin  signed by 
Lefkow itz, warning against fu rth er 
salary cuts! “The Albany situation  
is one of great uncertainty, but 
pregnant w ith  dangerous possibil
ities for public education and teach
ers. The Republicans are on the 
w ar path. Their caucus on Tues
day voted to fight fo r a 10 percent 
reduction on salaries below $2000 
and a 20 percent cut on salaries 
above $2,000.”

W hat did Lefkow itz and the ad
m inistration propose to do about 
these impending attacks? “Get 
busy. Keep your school commit
tees active. W rite , send telegrams, 
vis it your representatives, get or
ganizations to  act.” Only the same 
ineffectual measures which fa c ilit
ated the last cut Y et these mouth
ers of phrases and sowers of illu 
sion are knights in  the crusade 
against the L e ft wing.

W hat must be done concretely to 
defeat these attacks w ill be dis
cussed later.

(To  be continued)

B ill.
Oehler entered his resolution which 
was rejected by the Stalinists as 
an amendment and then the tight 
started.

Stalinists Set Up Straw Men
The Stalinists set up straw  men 

and proceeded to tear them to bits 
in  their fight against our resolution. 
They sa id : Oehler wants to waste 
our tim e calling conferences to fight 
the Ind u stria l Control B ill; w hat 
we w ant is mass action of the work
ers. They said our resolution was 
too long, they said everything im 
aginable but they did not show 
where the resolution was wrong, 
where the analysis was false. The 
Stalinists opposed the international 
approach in the resolution w ith  
shameful and narrow-minded local
ism. The Stalinists must some day 
learn that action must be b u ilt upon 
correct analysis.

The task of the Gillespie confer
ence gathered together from  a ll 
parts of the state was not t  o 
rubber-stamp our previous policy, 
but to present a correct analysis 
of the most dangerous move at pres
ent of the capitalists against the 
workers, and to map out a program  
of action upon a correct analysis 
in order to fight against it.

Delegate Payer told the Stalinists 
that in Germany they did not real
ize the danger of Fascism u n til 
afte r Fascism had smashed the 
party, that they do not understand 
anything u n til i t  fa lls  upon th e ir 
heads and are repeating this blun
der here; that this L e ft wing con
ference, called on the eve of the 
B ill becoming a law , should be used 
as a starting point to organize the 
American workers against the capi
ta lis t offensive and present to the 
workers a correct analysis of the 
Industria l Control B ill.

The leaders of the I*. M . A ., the 
R ight wing counters by circulating  
petitions, and at that, not against 
the Ind u stria l Control B ill and the 
dictatorship it  w ill establish over 
the coal industry, but merely 
against having Lewis appointed 
Czar of the coal industry, asking 
that the Progressive Minerus Union 
be also considered by the Govern
ment when they select the C zar! 
Instead of the brutal dictatorship  
of Lewis they w ant to give the 
workers a sugar-coated dictator
ship, as though it  makes any d iffer
ence how you’re killed, by hanging 
or by the electric chair.

F in ally , when the vote was taken, 
the R ight wing P.M .A . delegates, 
the delegates who were fo r a new 
federation, and the Stalinists voted 
together against our amendment. 
The vote was 72 to 17. Our vote 
was a conscious vote of L e ft wing 
miners and other delegates, who 
like ourselves, realized the im por
tance of using this conference to 
start a fight on this issue and to 
present a correct analysis.

—  HUGO O E H LE R

Resolution on the Industrial 
Control B ill:

The American working class has 
lived through fo ur years o f the 
world crisis which has violently 
shaken the American structure and 
completely changed the position of 
the working class. In  this period 
the offensive of the Am erican capi
talists against the working class 
has continued on a ll fronts. The 
working class has been driven back 
in  disorderly retreat. Wages have 
boen reduced and the standard of 
liv ing  has been reduced below the 
necessity level. The unemployed 
number over 18 m illion. P rivate  
charity has long ago broken down 
Public and governmental re lie f has 
proven inadequate to cope w ith  the 
present situation.

The labor leaders and reformers 
have done nothing to che^k the 
offensive. Everywhere the mislead
ers of labor and the agents of the 
capitalists in our ranks have held 
in  check the workers resistance and 
have only functioned to console the 
workers a fte r the capitalists have 
delivered their deadly blows.

The struggle of the Progressive 
M iners of Am erica, in revolt against 
the corrupt Lewis machine, the 
Operators and the State was a 
heroic attem pt by the miners to 
stem the tide of the capitalist of
fensive, to stop the retreat of our 
class. The struggle of the Illino is  
miners acted as a tem porary ra lly 
ing center for the whole class. Then 
the pressure of the enemies’ forces 
and wrong policies of the leaders 
swerved it  from  its course. I t  is 
not yet too late to correct these 
errors and u tilize  the Progressive 
M iners of Am erica as a ra lly in g  
center for the whole Am erican 
labor movement. For this a daring  
leadership and policies of class 
struggle are needed.
Admission of Capitalist Bankruptcy

Following these attacks the capi
talists and th eir government, thru  
the Roosevelt adm inistration, are 
driving through the Industria l Con
tro l B ill, which w ill strengthen the 
d ictato rial power of the capitalists 
over the working class. W hen the 
Roosevelt adm inistration declare an 
emergency existing and proceed to  
“solve” the emergency by the In 
dustrial Control B ill, through gov
ernment partnership, i t  is an open 
admission of the decay and break
down of capitalist production, an 
admission that the gigantic pro
ductive forces can no longer cope 
w ith  the situation and be used, 
under private ownership, to feed 
the m illions of wage slaves.

I t  is a capitalist attem pt to find 
a w ay out of the contradiction be
tween socialized production and 
private capitalist appropriation by 
establishing a form  of State Capi- 

(Continued on Page 3)
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The Banning of the Austrian C.P.
Vienna, May 28— On M ay 26th, 

the proscrip tion  of the Communist 
P a rty  o f A us tria  was signed by the 
Council of M in is ters because of “ its  
oft-tim es established danger to the 
state and its  ille g a l a c tiv ity .”  The 
proscrip tion  has already been car
ried out, the pa rty  offices closed, 
a ll lite ra tu re , etc. confiscated. The 
Rote Fahne, the centra l organ of 
the party , s t i l l  appears, bu t i t  has 
changed ownership. The W orkers 
Bookshop also remains as an inde
pendent enterprise. There can be 
no possible doubt as to how long 
the Rote Fahne w ill hold out.

W ith  the proscrip tion  o f a p o li
t ic a l pa rty  the B onapartis t D o ll- 
fuss regime has taken a significant 
step in  its  fu r th e r  development. 
The significance of the step does 
not lie  in a change in  the re la tion  
of forces. The C. 1*. A. had become 
too ins ign ifican t fo r  tha t, and the 
government knows th is  only too 
well. T h is  government measure is 
im portan t, however, and to the 
highest degree a t tha t, insofar as 
it  establishes a precedent th a t can 
u tilized la ter.

I t  must also be recognized th a t 
th is  tim e too “ l i t t le ”  D o llfuss pro
ceeded very s k il lfu lly  about the 
work. I t  is no mere coincidence 
tha t a t th is  same tim e H itle r 's  new 
measure which, by req u iring  a 
passport charge o f 1000 M arks, 
p ra c tica lly  stops the entire  tra ffic  
o f fore igners from  Germany to 
A ustria . On th is  basis, the Chris
tia n  Socialists deal 'sharp blows 
against the A us tria n  Nazis whom 
they accuse o f having inspired these 
measures of the German govern
ment and of open treason to Aus
tr ia . The forthcom ing proscrip tion 
of the Nazi pa rty  is spoken of in  
papers closest to  the government. 
A t the same tim e we learn tha t the 
Nazis made an offer o f a coa lition 
to the D o llfuss government, but 
th a t i t  was rejected. Every means 
is used. H it le r ’s fu lle s t support is 
given r ig h t out in  the open, in  
order to consummate the Black- 
B row u coalition.

Importance of Foreign Traffic
The ty ing  up of the fo re ign t r a f 

fic on the pa rt o f the German gov
ernment serves the end of l i f t in g  
the A us trian  Nazis in to  the saddle 
o f power and by th is  means, to 
b ring  about the in tegra tion  of Aus
tr ia  w ith  H itler-G erm any. Since 
foreign tra ffic  plays a great role in 
A u s tr ia ’s trade balance and espe
c ia lly  now, because o f the scanti
ness o f fore ign va lu ta, the govern
ment feels, th a t i t  has been h it  in  
its  sorest spot. An im m ediate po
li t ic a l consequence of the German 
measures could also w reak havoc 
in  the C hris tian  Socialist p a rty  in  
the tou ris t country, T yro l, Salzburg 
and Kaernten, where the Nazis 
a lready dispose of a considerable 
fo llow ing .

The A ustrian  C hris tian  Socialists, 
however, do not desire to share the 
fate of the Centrists in  Germany. 
Do llfuss carries on a desperate 
figh t against his B row n s h ir t  op
ponents and th e ir  backer, H it le r . 
To weak to s tr ike  a decisive blow 
a t the Nazis, who constantly under
m ine his ba s is ; u n w illin g  to con
duct such a sniggle, because by 
doing th a t he would change the re
la tion  of forces in  fa vo r o f the 
social democracy, he merely resorts 
to empty threats against the Nazis 
— by proscrib ing the un in fluen tia l 
C.P.A. He w i l l  not in tim ida te  the 
Nazis by such methods. The Com
m unist pa rty , however, has been 
la id  prostrate.

Workers Passive to Banning of 
C. P. A.

T his  pa rty , the oldest in  the C.I., 
made i t  easy fo r  h im  to p lay the 
strong man. The en tire  bourgeois 
press lim its  itse lf m erely to the 
publication of the offic ia l report of 
the proscription. O nly the Arbeiter 
Zeitung devotes a leading a rtic le  
to the event o f May 27tli, in  w h ich  
i t  shows tha t the Communists 
could com plain to the Constitution, 
in  case i t  s t i l l  existed. .A n empty 
protest, in  which the Arbeiterzeit- 
ung declares its  fee ling  o f so lida rity  
w ith  the Communists, m arks the 
fina l tone of th is  artic le . O ther 
wise, the proscrip tion  o f the C.P.A. 
has brought fo r th  no repercussion 
in  A us tria , the w ork ing  class has 
not responded in  the slightest de
gree to th is  blow of the govern 
inent. No one can doubt the lack 
o f influence of the C.P.A. any Ion, 
er. The Com intern has been s tr ip 
ped o f s t i l l  another fiction.

T ha t i t  was possible to remove 
the C.P.A. from  the scene so noise
lessly, in  the manner of an o rd in 
ary police action, w ith o u t any po
li t ic a l uproar— th a t cannot astonish 
anyone who a t least in  the las t few

a counter-revolutionary. They had 
no ideas of the ir own and restric ted  
themselves to being S ta lin is t loud
speakers in  A us tria . Nowhere could 
he have found such w illin g  w or
shippers as here. T h is  they proved 
also in  the mouths a fte r the collapse 
of the German Communist Party , 
ile cke rt's  sham eful o ra to ry  was fo r

before i t  except th a t of vegetation. 
I ts  infamous end, w h ich  i t  had t,o 
face defenselessly w ill,  i t  is  to be 
hoped, cause a p a rt of the old guard 
in  the C.P.A., inso fa r as i t  has not 
yet scattered, to reflect more seri
ously. A  perspective fo r il le g a lity  
is en tire ly  lack ing inso fa r as the 
C.P.A. is concerned.

The re la tionship of forces has not 
changed at a l l w ith  the proscrip 
tion  of the C.P.A B u t the fac t tha t 
the masses, who today s t i l l  stand 
behind the S.P.A., remained apa-them a revelation, doubt in  w h ich  

brought w ith  i t  im m ediate expul- ' the tic  in  connection w ith  it ,  is  a
dangerous omen fo r the fu ture . 
Even in  the next few  days D o llfuss

sion from  the party .
I t  became exceedingly fu t ile  in  

the weeks ju s t passed, in  which the 
s itua tion  became ever more c rit ic a l, 
to look fo r  the line  of the C.P.A.

w i l l  prove tha t against the Nazis, 
whom he meant to threaten w ith  
the dissolu tion of the C.P.A., he

w ill,  in  spite o f the circumstances, 
assure the extension of the ideas 
o f M arxism -Len in ism  and recreate 
the revo lu tionary vanguard in  Aus
t r ia  together w ith  a ll Communist 
and social democratic workers who 
are prepared to learn from  the 
eventg and draw  conclusions from  
them.
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The End of A u s tro -M a rx is m
The A us tria n  social democracy 

was h igh ly  esteemed even before 
the w ar among its  bro ther parties 
fo r  its  statesman-like s p ir it .  "O ur 
Bebel,”  a member of the German 
pa rty  leadership once said to Aus
tr ia n  friends, "our Bebei is only 
a cava lry colonel, but your (V ic to r)  
A d le r is a F ie ld  M arshal.”

T ha t they could not tru s t in  the ir: w i l l  not and cannot undertake any- 
lucky stars became clear even to th in g  decisive. For the forces of 
the Viennese S ta lin  agents a fte r the ' development go fa r  over D o llfuss ’s 
German catustrojjhe. B u t to defend head, and in  the last analysis i t  w i l l  
democracy and to push the soc ia l1 be shown tha t the blow against 
democratic workers fo rw a rd  in  th is  the C.P.A. was a blow against the 
d irection— th a t was T ro tsky ism  and! en tire  w ork ing  class— not against, 
counter revo lu tionary. So the pa rty ! but  t °  t be advantage of the Nazis, 
swung round and about w ith o u t a Germany has also proved th is  to 
rudder and w ith ou t an aim . i us-
C. P. A. Comes to Infamous End Stalin ism  was, indeed, hard h it 

The last poss ib ility  to obtain po- by the proscrip tion of the C.P.A. 
li t ic n l significance and influence was and w il l  not be able to recover, 
cut oft' from  the C.P.A. by the Com-! B ut Communism lives. I t  has long! 
in te rn  through the refusal to decide ago ceased to be carried by the I 
upon an in te rna tiona l un ited fro n t Centra l Committee o f the C.P.A., the 
action against Fascism by d irec t la tte r only compromised it .  The 
negotiations between the Second L e ft Opposition, Bolshevik-Lenin ists , '
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A fte r the war, socia list A us tria  
became even more famous. And 
why not? I f  S ta lin  could undertake 
the bu ild ing  up of socialism in  a 
single country, then the A us trian  
social democrats could tackle an 

James P. Cannon! even more complicated task, the 
M aurice Spector! task of bu ild ing socialism in  one
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l i t t le  province, and even in  a single 
c ity. They gave the new A us tria  
"the  most dem ocratic constitu tion  
in  tile  w o rld " and created thereby 
the prerequisites fo r a socia lization 
which was to be ju s t as irre s is tib le  
as i t  was peaceful.

And th is  achievement they brought 
about— as the highest tr ium p h  of 
socialist statesmanship— in  unison 
w ith  the C hris tian  Socialists. B u t 
. . . red Vienna b u ilt  cooperative 
houses and childrens’ baths, over
turned the whole educational sys
tem in  a fashion ha ir-ra is ing  fo r  
the “ blacks”  (the c lergy) and 
brought about other such bold 

| changes. In  short, the A us tria n  
i social democracy rose by its  deeds 
I and became the “ Exem plary P a rty  
o f the Second In te rn a tion a l,”  i t  be- 

I came looked upon in  the whole so-

Versailles Revisionism Engenders 'New Socia l Chauvinist W ave
Bratislova, C. S. R ___For and

against the revision of the border 
lines— th a t is the bone of conten
tion  in  Europe. The line-up is not 
yet complete —  the governments 
haven't got th a t fa r ;  ne ither eco
nom ically, nor p o litica lly , nor s tra 
teg ica lly— the two fron ts  are s t ill 
being prepared. The befuddled 
peoples of Europe have reached a 
new stage of the two chauvin istic 
f ro n ts : Versailles and A n ti-V e r
sailles. The trench lines are becom
ing more and more discernable—  
I ta ly  - Germany - H ungary  against 
Versailles and fo r  Revision. France 
and the sm all Entente against Re
vision and fo r Versailles.

The line-up o f the tw o  fron ts  
signifies— w a r preparations. The 
Four Power Pact stands only in  
appearance in  contrad iction to th is  
fact. I t  is  merely an episodic, a 
tem porary agreement, a iwstpone- 
ment so to speak. In  the meantime, 
the w ork ing class and the Soviet 
Union is to be got r id  of. Through 
the assumption o f power by H it le r  
the Revision F ron t was enormously 
strengthened. Therefore also, the 
commotion in  H ungary. The reac
tionary  masters of H ungary are not 
yet agreed in  th e ir  opinions— as to 
who could best carry out the Re
vision policy.

The Leg itim is ts  count m ostly up
on the m onarch ist Restoration. The 
H ungarian  Nazis expect most o f a 
Revision under the protection of 
H itle r . And the Goemboes w ing  
considers its e lf  as the most appro
pria te  executive. B u t a ll are agreed 
to bring  back the past, to  fu rth e r 
the chauvinism  against Versailles, 
to mobilize the masses fo r  Revision. 
These are w ar preparations.
Workers Against A ll Capitalist Wars

How  does the Czechoslovak chap

te r o f the other fro n t look? The the German re fo rm is t and Commu- 
same sabre-ra ttling, bu t ag a in s t1 n is t parties.
Revision and for Versailles. The I And th is  lack of understanding 
bourgeois government of the Czecho-! does not re s tr ic t its e lf to Germany.
lovak Republic is also ca rry ing  

out an ideological m obilization. 
There is the fu t ile  ta lk  about “ De
fense” — th a t is only diplomacy. The 
tru th  is th a t H ungary as w e ll as 
the C.S.lt. are ruled by pro fit- 
hungry cap ita lis ts  who are chasing 
a fte r markets. Therefore the f r ic 
tion, the inevitab le  wars in  the capi
ta lis t system. In  the next w a r of 
the capitalists, ju s t as h itherto , 
there w i l l  be no “ defenders”  among 
the bourgeois governments. I t  is 
not decisive who begins the  w ar—  
fo r or against Revision—fo r  every 
w ar is an aggressive w ar against 
the w ork ing classes of both the 
be lligerent cap ita lis t countries. I f  
there is any one who has to defend 
himself, then th a t is the w ork ing 
class, the in te rna tiona l w o rk ing  
class.

In  th is  ligh t, we m ust regard the 
demonstrations w h ich the  Czech 
bourgeoisie held in  B ra tis lava  and 
Kascliau on M ay 27th. The Slov- 
enska L iga  marched in  fu l l  force 
against revision. F o r the demon
s tra tion  there were m ob ilized : the 
Sokol, the Legionaires, the social 
democrats and the representatives 
of Rumania, Jugoslavia and Poland. 
W hat the workers organizations do 
not yet understand, or cannot un
derstand, the bourgeoisie under
stands adm irab ly w e ll: One speaker 
a t the dem onstration said, "W e may 
belong to d iffe ren t parties, there 
may be differences between Czchs 
and Slovaks, bu t in  the question 
o f Revision we stand un ited .”

I t  is  th is  l i t t le  th ing  th a t the 
“ labor leaders”  d id  not understand 
in  the struggle against Fascism. 
Therein lies the deep tragedy of

A  leading member of the social 
democratic pa rty  o f the C.S.R., D r. 
M arkovic, was one o f the main 
speakers at the demonstration. He 
spoke under the na tiona lis t banner 
and in  line  w ith  the heated atmos
phere of chauvinism

Social Democrats Carries 
Patriotic Banner

W hat does a social democratic 
leader seek a t such a chauvin istic 
a ffa ir?  The officia l slogan of the 
social democracy— Is i t  not “ W ar 
against W ar?”  I t  is  supposed to 
be not the Versailles fro n t against 
the Anti-V ersa illes fro n t bu t the 
in te rna tiona l fro n t of the w ork ing 
class against the cap ita lis ts  on both 
fron ts, is i t  not? Class w a r against 
the pa trio tic  w ar o f the capitalists, 
is i t  not? B u t d id  M arkov ic  say 
tha t? No, he did  not. He said 
something en tire ly  o ffe re n t: “ I f  we 
are attacked, we w il l  know how to 
defend oureselves,”  namely, against 
Revision. Th is is a p a trio tic  cap it
u la tion  before cap ita lism , fo r  as 
long as the la tte r w i l l  ex is t the 
w ork ing class cannot have any in 
terest in  "a tta ck ”  or “ defense.”

The w ork ing  class is ne ither fo r 
nor against Revision. I t  stands on 
the in te rna tiona l fro n t. Th is th ird  
fro n t the social democratic leaders 
have en tire ly  forgotten. T ha t is 
th e ir betrayal. T ha t is the logica l 
continuation from  the year 1914.

Chauvinism bears its  f r u it  re
m arkably q u ic k ly ; the fanaticised 
youth dem onstration before the 
H ungarian  consulate, /shattered the 
w indows in  the Jew ish quarte r and 
soon the chauvin istic-Fascist slo
gans were to be h e a rd : “ K ic k  out

the H ungarian Jews” — th a t surely 
d id  not b ring any jo y  even to D r. 
M arkovic.

N e ither Revision nor anti-Revi- 
cion can be considered as a solution. 
Both can bring  only im p eria lis t 
war. Only revo lu tion can save us 
from  im p eria lis t w a r—-that means 
overthrow  of the profit-greedy im 
peria lis ts  on both sides of the Dan
ube. Then there w i l l  he no chase 
a fte r commodity markets, no ta r if f  
w alls, no boundary lines. The peace
fu l cohabitation of the peoples of 
Europe can be guaranteed only by 
the socialist, planned economy.

No B alkan ization o f Europe, no 
European dream, no Revision or 
Counter-Revision— but struggle fo r  
the Soviet United States of Europe.

—  I I .  LENOROVICS

A H a lf Year sub to the M ilitan t 
is $1. On a  Club Plan w ith  three 
others it  is only 50 cents.

c ia lis t w orld  as i f  i t  were some 
miracle.

I ts  prom inents, a fte r they had 
reconstituted the Second In te rn a 
tional, the bloc fro m  F rie d rich  
A d ler to Noske., led on the floor at 
a ll the in te rna tiona l congresses. The 
teaching w h ich its  th inkers had 
thought up, A ustro-M arxism , v ic 
toriously surpassed the narrow  
bounds o f the homeland.
And the Austrian Social Democracy

Under such circumstances i t  is 
self-evident th a t today, a fte r the 
German social democracy has suff
ered a collapse unique in  the his
to ry  of the labor movement in  its  
"s trugg le”  against the swastika, a ll 
socialists tu rn  th e ir eyes to A ustria , 
the exemplary l i t t le  country of so
cia lism , where Fascism, encouraged 
by H itle r 's  v ic to ry  has ju s t taken 
up the struggle fo r  jjower. A ll so
cia lis ts  hearts and m inds are s tirre d  
by the question : How w il l  the Aus
tr ia n  social democracy stand up in  
th is struggle? W ill i t  not stand the 
test much better than the German 
party? A re not, looking aside from  
its . s tr ik in g  qualities, the c ircum 
stances themselves auspicious fo r  
it?

The German w ork ing  class was 
defeated because i t  was sp lit, but 
the u n ity  of the A us tria n  w ork ing 
class has never been seriously 
threatened by the T h ird  In te rn a 
tional. The Communist P a rty  of 
A us tria  has always been o f negli
g ible size, small, weak, unserious. 
The A us tria n  social democracy is 
proportionately bigger than any 
other social democracy. In  addi
tion  to tha t, A us tria n  Fascism is in  
itse lf sp lit in to  two hostile camps. 
Heim wehr Fascism, w ith  the aid of 
which D o llfuss wants to cu t the 
th roa t of democracy and smash the 
workers, does not enjoy the support 
of the N a tiona l Socialists, bu t is 
hard pressed by com petition from  
them. Really, in  such a s itua tion , 
should not the A us tria n  social de
mocracy come off w ith  fly in g  colors?

The question is already answered. 
I t  cannot be doubted th a t the col
lapse of the German social democ
racy w il l  not stand alone fo r long. 
The A ustrian  social democracy w il l  
soon stand ju s t as naked by its  
side. I t  w i l l  lose the “ w a r”  against 
"D o llfuss the li t t le , ”  has already 
lost i t  in  fact. F o r i t  hasn’t  begun 
any and w on 't ever, under any c ir 
cumstances, undertake one.

Its  True Face
In  order to understand th is  as 

the only possible, as the self-evident 
th ing, w hut th is  A us trian  social 
democracy, praised in  a ll tones and 
admired in  a ll languages, rea lly  is 
—not in  its  own im agination, not 
in  the im agination  of its  bro ther 
parties, but in  actua lity .

H e in rich  Unger once sa id : L ib 
eralism  has a great fu tu re  behind 
it. T ha t can be said equally as 
w e ll fo r the A us trian  socialism. I ts  
beginnings were auspicious. Under 
the leadership of V ic to r A d le r the 
A ustrian  w ork ing  class waged ba t
tles against the decayed Hapsburg 
m onarchy which aroused the ad
m ira tion  o f the o ld  Engels. B u t 
u ltim ate ly , the A us tria n  state re
mained the v ic to r in  th is  struggle.

rated the A us trian  social democracy 
slowly w ith in  itse lf. Thus arose 
Austro-M arxism .

I f  we look upon its  fists and not 
upon its  mouth, Austro-M arx ism  
proves to be nothing else but re
form ism . L ike  every other fo rm  of 
reform ism , i t  is the adaptation o f 
the labor movement to the bour
geois state, its  subordination to the 
bourgeois state. W hat d istinguishes 
i t  from  the other form s o f re form 
ism, w hat allowed i t  to appear fo r  
a long tim e as something essentially 
d iffe rent and unique was the c ir 
cumstance tha t i t  assumed the task 
of adapting the labor movement to 
a state which was going to pieces. 
Therein lay its  ex trao rd ina ry  
strength, tha t is w hat gave i t  the 
possib ility  to achieve successes to 
which i t  appeared to have no r ig h t 
according to the re la tionsh ip  o f 
forces. The A us tria  in  which a ll 
the na tiona l jja rties  leaped a t each 
other like  w ild  beasts and da ily  
threatened the existence o f the 
state, was in  re a lity  the classical 
country of the most guarded com- 
premism. A ll these state conspira
tors who made the mien of being 
so in transigeaut and irreconcilable 
were in  rea lity  mercenary, had the 
souls of petty shopkeepers and were 
masters o f the vu lgar compromise. 
They held th e ir  fists under the nose 
of the government so as to be able 
la te r to stretch out th e ir empty 
palms before i t  w ith  a ll the greater 
success.

Collusion W ith  Hapsburg
In  th is  state, which could not live  

and could not d ie ; whose existence 
was a lamentable d ra g ; which had 
no fr ien d  i f  i t  d id  not pay h im  in  
cold cash— in  th is  decadent world, 
the great A ustro -M arx is t idea was 
b o rn : t i l t  renovation and entrench
ment of the Hapsburg state in  re
urn fo r concessions to the w ork ing  
class. T h is  program  looked very 
new, very bold. I t  was lik e  a crea
tive  thought in  th is  w orld  o f f r u i t 
less pettiness. B u t in  rea lity , th is  
grandiloquent A ustro -M arx is t con
ception was only the trans la tion  of 
the common garden va rie ty  re form 
ist program — cannon fodder fo r  
voting rig h ts— in to  the A ustrian .

Since then A ustro-M arxism  con
tin u a lly  made state policies, no 
longer class policies. I ts  ideas re
volved on ly around parliam ent. I t  
emulated a ll the petty a rts  of par- 
iam entary cretin ism  from  the bour
geois parties. The M arx is t concep
tion tha t the libe ra tion  of the w ork
ing class m ust be the w o rk  of the 
workers themselves was smiled upon 
as old fashioned.

A ustro -M arx is t lore knows of no 
acting, s trugg ling p ro le ta ria t. A c
cording to i t  the w orker does not 
make his h is to ry, he only experi
ences, suffers. And so, l i t t le  by 
litt le , alm ost im perceptibly, the 
suffering w ork ing  class becomes 
au tom atica lly  trium phant, qu ite  in  
line w ith  the im m anent laws o f 
cap ita lism  and cap ita lism  becomes 
filled  more and more w ith  a social
is t content. T ha t was the secret 
lore of Austro-M arxism . Public 
opinion i t  blessed w ith  the most 
scholarly, w ith  the keenest argu
mentations fo r its  inner thoughts 
and fo r its  actions.

(Continued in  next issue)
—  AU STR IAC U S 

(F rom  ‘Unser W ort” )

P .M .A . in Review
(Continued from  Page 2)

o f conflict, when the un ion was 
earning the name o f the Progressive 
M iners of Am erica, a l l forces stood 
united a t least on one question—  
the maintenance and s tab iliza tion  
of the organization. Everyone rec
ognized tha t th is  was impossible 
w ith ou t waging a fierce strugg le 
fo r recognition and against the

and file  m iners, not in  words, bu t in  
deeds. Th is applies w ith  p a rticu la r 
emphasis to the l ‘MA, as i t  does 
generally to a ll unions. Conversely, 
a lack o f inner-democracy, a ru le  I.ew is Union, wh ich has w ith in  its  
of bureaucrats, is an ind ica tion  of | ranks, a m in o rity  of the m iners, 
the need o f th is  same bureaucracy and the greatest number o f these 
to euforce a po licy of be trayal j n the U M W A  through coer-
wh ich finds resentment apace in  the cj on_ j t  was th is  stage in  the de
rank and file. velopment o f the union th a t pointed

In  1932, the struggles o f the 111-! to its  great fu ture .
inois m iners resulted in  the orga
nization o f the Progressive M iners 
o f America. The apparently imme
diate reason fo r th is  development

Recent months witness a reces
sion in  th is  policy of the P.M.A. 
The campaign o f red ba itin g  tes ti
fied tha t something else is brewing.

je a rs  observed a tten tive ly  the p o lic y  pjghts of m in o rity  opinion, in v it in g  
o f the C.P.A. I t  has reproduced J
the po litica l and theoretica l ba lder
dash o f S ta lin  and Thaelm ann in  
an even more vu lgar form . Its  
leading bureaucrats represent the 
very dregs o f the S ta lin is t bureau
cracy. They saw Fascism estab
lished in  A us tria  in  1929 and were 
earnestly o f the opinion, as early 
as the F a ll of the same year, tha t 
an im m ediate ly revo lu tiona ry  s itua 
tion  existed in  A us tria , tha t W ork
ers’ Councils should be form ed and 
the strugg le  fo r  power prepared.

Austrian Stalinists in Dregs of 
Bureaucratic Stupidity

In  the S pring o f 1930 even the 
ECCI has to prove to the A us trian  
leaders th a t th is  was pure idiocy. 
B u t the expulsions o f those who 
had opposed the Centra l Committee 
were confirmed. Since then every 
government became more Fascist 
and the social democracy ever more 
socia l Fascist. The S ta lin is t bu
reaucrats, in  the Centra l Committee, 
became ever more absolutistic, ever 
more stup id  and conscienceless. 
Whoever cared to th in k  c r it ic a lly  
inside the p a rty  and to defend his

also those expelled by Lew is fo r 
th e ir  m ilitancy, but a t the same 
tim e sounded a m ilita n t tone in  its  
program o f struggle fo r  the in te r
ests of the m iners as against those 
of the operators. Precisely in  the 
la tte r  sense did  the un ion give 
much hope fo r  its  fu tu re . The un
ion pledged its e lf to spread na tion
a lly , to wage ju s t a strugg le in  the 
in terests o f the m iners as Lew is 
had refused and prevented. Any 
other course would have established 
no d is tinc tion  between the two 
unions. The d is tinc tion  d id  exist, 
however, in  th a t the new union 
promised to fu lf i l l  the desires of the 
m iners and to wage struggle in  
th e ir  behalf.

“Stabilization” of the P.M.A.
Since tha t tim e much w ate r has 

flowed under the bridge. The new 
union stabilized its e lf m om entarily 
through the ga in of local contracts 
throughout the state. I t  was able 
to make these gains only through 
a heroic struggle in  w h ich the un
ion gave up many m artyrs. W ith 
out th is  struggle the present so lid i
fication o f the union would have

process. The early cry  o f bu ild ing  
a na tiona l union has now become

la y  in  the struggle of the m iners / can j )(. described as a se ttling  
fo r  democracy, fo r  a rank and file  
union. Behind th is  strugg le fo r  
democracy (w h ich  a t th a t moment 
rose to its  highest p itch  through 
the big steal of the m iners ballots 
on the wage cu t) lay  the rea l issue.
I t  was a figh t against the policies 
of be trayal o f the Lew is machine, 
w h ich  endeavored to  force a wage- 
cut upon the coal miners.

A t its  inception, the PM A not only 
promised democracy in  the union, 
the righ ts  o f the rank and file, the

The strength o f the new union 
lies precisely in  th a t a l l L e ft w ing 
and m ilita n t elements in  the union 
are perm itted to ex is t and function  
active ly. I f  th is  r ig h t, gained by 
a heroic s trugg le against Lewis, is 'ta lis m . W ith in  the fram ew ork of

Gillespie M eet
(Continued from  Page 2)

concession, a compromise. Such a 
compromise can only cu t the heart 
out o f the new movement. A long
side w ith  th is  gradua lly  m ilde r tone 
o f the union, its  attem pts to be a 
“ respectable”  organization, to nego
tia te  w ith  Lewis, to pu t m atters in  to be snatched from  them in  the the cap ita lis t mode of p ioduction 
the hands of the “ im p a rt ia l”  G ov-! new union, then i t  is  only a ques-: these conti adictions cannot be 
ernor Horner, comes th is  red b a it - jt io n  of time, when th is  organization solved.
i ng campaign anti t lic  attem pts to w i l l  fo llow  tho p a tli o f the old. [ l.lie  so i/m c of power of Jbascisin 
pvtipI n nmnhpr of T&ft pIp- There is no pre-ordained guarantee in Germany has intensified the eon-
expel u m te i u e rt w in ,  ^  fhe ^  un ion. I ts  existence tra d itio n  of w orld  cap ita lism  and

w il l  depend en tire ly  on how i t  ap- has strengthened reaction through- 
plies its  policies by w h ich i t  came, out the world . The defeat of the

meats from  the P.M.A. One of the 
chief accomplishments of the P.M.A. 
was its  in v ita tio n  to a ll expelled 
U M W A  m ilitan ts , to jo in  the P.M.A. 
B u t when a fte r a few  months of 
existence, i t  in  tu rn , begins an ex
pulsion campaign against these 
very persons, something is wrong in  
the union.

There exists a great contradiction 
in  the P.M.A. The con trad ic tion

, , , .. , . , . . exists between the rank and file  and
less sharp and he leadership wants the leader8hip. The rank and file
to be respectable as w e ll as respec
ted. I t  is interested in  the “ legal”  
aspects o f th e ir  existence. I t  wants 
peace in  the I ll in o is  coal fields and

is m ilita n t. I t  is  serious. I t  has 
not carried  on its  va lian t struggle 
fo r  nothing. I t  sought to bu ild  an 

i organization th a t would reco il at
fo r  th is  i t  even enters in to  false ] the mere meution of Lew isism . The

in to  existence, on how i t  extends 
and enlarges them. By beginning 
a campaign against those very ele
ments th a t d istinguished themselves 
in the f irs t  days o f the new organ i
zation, the leadership is preparing 
its  doom. I t  m ust by no means 
embark upon the course of expul
sions. I t  m ust m a in ta in  the char
acter of its  early m ilitancy . I t  
must tru ly  a ttem pt to become a 
national union, to  s trug le  fo r  wage 
increase, fo r  improved w ork ing  
conditions, to figh t fo r the un ion i
zation o f the unorganized miners. 
I f  the union leadership were fo llo w 
ing th is  line, there would be no 
need fo r  i t  to resort to those dan- 
;erous and false steps th a t charac-

negotiatmns w ith  tlm  Lew is unwn. lea(le however, w h ich  rose
I t  promised tw o  statements to Lew-; d struggles, is try in g
is : one ca llin g  fo r  a re fe rendum ; tQ ch“ ck th is  jU ta n c y ,  to become

their^support a? ttm" tw o*u ifions^the ' t  ̂ a s ^ t w o ^ e a r s ' te lize  * *  activ ities. B u t i t
resu lt of th is  vote deciding which 
union sha ll rem ain in  I ll in o is  ( th is  
correct proposal was n a tu ra lly  un
acceptable to the Lew is machine) ; 
the o th e r: th a t the unions func tion

opinion was una lte rab ly  stamped asbeen impossible. D u rin g  the period

where they are a m a jo rity  (a d i
v ision o f te r r ito ry )  declaring th a t 
they recognize the U M W A is an 
organization ex is ting  in  the in te r
ests of the miners, i.e., a m iners’ 
organization.

A Glaring Error 
T h is  la tte r  statement reveals 

g la rin g  erro rs w h ich  can react only 
against the P.M.A. In  those areas

j  through the contracts signed and 
i is closely treading on false gounds. 
The leadership is adopting a course 
th a t is b ring ing  i t  closer to class- 
collaboration. The m iners on the 
contrary, w an t to continue the 
splendid strugg le they began.

There is a great d issatisfaction 
in  the ranks o f the union against

is precisely because i t  does not 
meet .its test, because i t  has fa llen  
down on a ll .its early promises, be
cause i t  is  preparing to  revise its  
whole line  o f action, tha t they m ust 
needs resort to a d im inu tion  o f the 
democratic r ig h ts  in  the union, 
through the th rea t of expulsion 
against L e ft  w ingers in  the union.

The m iners must understand
th is  policy of the leadership, w h ich  j these developments. The greatest
can have only one e ffec t: th a t of 
weakening the new union and lead
ing  i t  to collapse. The weathervane 
is the drive made against the m il l

where the U M W A is in  the m a jo r- ' tants in  the union and the ra is ing  
ity , i t  is  so because the m iners are j of th§ red scare. We pointed out 
compelled to rem ain in  the u n io n : above, th a t fo r  Lew is the destruc- 
by force. In  recognizing th a t the | tion  o f the democracy in  the union 
U M W A is a un ion ex is ting  in  the I led to the in s titu tio n  o f his po licy 
in terests of the -coal m iners, an ac- of class collaboration w ith  the em- 
tu a l be traya l o f the in terests o f the ployers, to the de trim ent of the 
P.M.A. is committed. F o r w ha t coal m iners. These acts o f the 
reason, then, one may ask, should leadership o f the P.M.A. do not 
the P.M.A. exist? I ts  wage-scale stand on a much h igher plane. I t  
is the same. I f  the Lew is un ion is w i l l  become clearer day by day, 
an organ ization ex is ting  in  the in - ; th a t th e ir  weakening of the demo- 
terests o f the coal diggers, then c ra tic  righ ts  o f the members of the

need in  the union is the organiza
tion  of its  L e ft w ing, not on ly as 
the safety valve against the meth
ods of Lew is in  the P.M.A., bu t to 
foster and figh t fo r  those policies 
of struggle, by w h ich the union 
may liv e  and gain greater life . 
That, at present, is the most im por
ta n t task o f the L e ft w ing  elements 
in  the P.M.A. W ithou t an organ i
zation of its  forces, i t  w i l l  be blown 
to smithereens, and they w i l l  see 
the organization th a t they brought 
in to  existence, dw ind le to nothing 
through the false policies o f its  
leadership and through the heavy 
assault o f a ll the forces o f reaction

why the organ ization o f a new u n - ! P.M.A. is on ly a reflection of the in  the I llin o is  coal fields who look 
ion? T h is  second statement was a in troduction  and strengthening o f j  w ith  glee upon th is  campaign 
surrender to the Lew is interests, such policies, as are coincident w i th ; against the m ilita n ts  in  the union, 
even though i t  was presented as a tho policies o f Lew isism . I —  A L B E R T  G LO TZER

German w ork ing  class is a defeat 
o f the whole w orld  w ork ing  class. 
The In d u s tr ia l Contro l B il l,  as a 
d ic ta to r ia l measure over the w ork
ing  class, is  pa rt of th is  reaction 
and the struggle between the im 
pe ria lis t powers to ga in a po in t of 
advantage fo r tbe struggle fo r the 
red iv is ion o f the earth.

Subsidy to Decayed System
The government partnersh ip, th ru  

the emergency law  and the Indus
t r ia l Contro l B il l,  w i l l  resu lt in  
government subsidy to the decayed 
industries o f Am erican capitalism , 
such as coal and reairoads, e ta  I t  
is an attem pt to uphold a to tte ring  
and decayed structu re  by sh iftin g  
the burden upon the w ork ing  class 
and by e lim ina ting  sm all exploiters. 
T rusts were opposed in  the past 
but Cartels w i l l  now be organized 
by the government.

The big cap ita lis ts  in tend to 
e lim inate the weak and sm all con
cerns in  a ll industries as w e ll as 
to establish a monopoly price of a 
group of favored cap ita lis ts . The 
In d u s tr ia l Contro l B i l l  is an attem pt 
to organize production, but instead 
i t  w if i “ organize”  cap ita lis t compe
t it io n  on a h igher plane. I t  is an 
attem pt to e lim inate competition, 
but instead w i l l  lead to a greater 
anarchy of cap ita lis t production. I t  
w i l l  in te ns ify  a l l of the basic con
trad ic tions  o f Am erican and w orld  
capitalism . The In d u s tr ia l Control 
B il l  is an attem pt to hold up the 
fa llin g  rate of p ro fit by the reor
ganization o f industries and by 
beating down o f the workers stan
dards to a new low  level.

The agrarian  cris is  has prevented 
the farm ers from  paying the debts 
owed to the bankers. The Roose
ve lt measures to he lp the farm ers

necessary steps and parts o f the 
big cap ita lis ts ’ plan th a t the In 
du s tria l Contro l B i l l  fits  into.

The In d u s tr ia l Contro l B i l l  and 
its  a rb itra tio n  scheme fo r labor and 
cap ita l is an attem pt to set up an 
elaborate class collabora tion plan 
to head off the developing class 
strugg.e. I t  w i l l  establish d ic ta to 
r ia l power over the Am erican w ork
ing class. The b ill w ith  a govern
ment in fla tio n  policy w i l l  establish 
a h igh MONEY wage but a VERY 
LOW  R E A L  W AGE fo r the A m eri
can workers.

I t  is  an attem pt to side-step the 
dole and social insurance and in  
its  place, give the equivalent of 
the dole, in  the fo rm  of a money 
wage, through pub lic  works, 
which is noth ing more nor less than 
a Cloak fo r  forced labor in  exchange 
fo r re lie f.

The Europeanization o f the Am er
ican w ork ing  class is a t hand and 
w ith  i t  goes the in tensification o f 
the class struggle. The In d u s tr ia l 
Contro l B i l l  is  an attem pt to hold 
in  check the ris ing  tide o f class 
struggle, and to place the workers 
in  the harness o f class collabora
tion.

O ur trade union movement is  to 
be harnessed to the cap ita lis ts  and 
th e ir state. Agents of the cap ita
lists, the Lewises and Greens, w i l l  
be selected to contro l the labor 
movement. A  s trike  against the ex
plo ite rs of labor w i l l  be a s trike  
against the government. The s trug
gle of the workers fo r  our class 
interests w i l l  be outlawed.

The June 11, 1933 G illespie Trade 
Union Conference, called by the 
Progressive Trade Union Educa
tiona l Committee, goes on record as 
opposed to  the In d u s tr ia l Contro l 
B il l  and its  sugar coated, class col
laboration, an ti-w o rk ing  class pro
visions.

The Conference goes on record 
favo ring  the ca lling  of a national 
united fro n t conference of a l l labor 
organizations in  the United States, 
to be held in  Chicago in the fu ture , 
to  ra lly  the Am erican w ork ing  class 
to figh t the cap ita lis t offensive, to 
map out a program  o f action to 
protect the workers in terests and 
to rouse our class to action.

The Conference gives the incom
ing  na tiona l committee power tois to help the farm ers pay the bank

ers w ha t they owe. This ag rarian  act fo r  th is  un ited action, fo r  jo in t 
measure and the Banking L a w ,1 action w ith  a l l w o rk ing  class or- 
which gives the government un- gations. ( Introduced by delegate, 
lim ite d  power o f in fla tion , were Hugo Oehler.

A  Review of the Past That 
Helps to Understand 

the Present

Not in  open battle. I t  crushed Its  
opponents g radua lly , and incorpoDollfus Strikes an Ominous 

Blow against the Austrian 
Proletariat

and T h ird  In ternationa ls. L e ft to 
its e lf  i t  had no other perspective
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Danger Signals at London M e e t
( C ontinued fro m  page 1)

Behind the. Scenes
The United States in  the mean-

f o f the p il la rs  o f th e  d ic ta to rs h ip  o f I p a s s iv ity  and em pty th re a ts  o f the 
the p ro le ta r ia t, as S ta lin  proposed | S ta lin is ts .
in  1923, or does he propose to keep 
it?  I f  he proposes to keep it ,  why

t im e  has aga in  r is ke d  a c r is is  in doL,g he n o t say s0 ? i s i t  because 
th e  conference by in s is t in g  th a t  t h e 1 
question  o f s ta b iliz in g  cu rre n cy  he 
postponed u n t i l  A m e rica n  p rices 
had lis e n  to  a "s a tis fa c to ry ”  leve l.
This meant th a t on ly "economic”  
questions outside of currency could 
be taken up lo r  a period of weeks 
or more like ly , months. The French 
threatened to s p lit away, bu t have 
remained in. Under Am erican pres
sure, the B r it is h  have come out in  
favo r o f h igher prices and cheap, 
p le n tifu l cred it. Am erica mean
w h ile  keeps the key to monetary 
policy— to in fla te  or not to inflate, 
how and how much to in fla te— in  
its  own hands.

Talk and Action— a la American
In  the currency committee its e lf 

i t  has stood fo r  a po licy of low er
ing tlie  legal m in im um  gold re
serves, using 20 percent s ilve r to 
80 percent gold in  such reserves, 
and lim it in g  the use o f gold to in 
te rna tiona l settlements and centra l 
banking reserves— in  other words, 
m aking permanent and in te rna tion 
a l the present s itua tion  in  the Uni
ted States whereby a bank is not 
obliged to pay out gold against 
paper. The French w ith  th e ir affi- 
lia ted  gold standard sate llites are 
figh ting  th is  proposal too th  and 
na il, as i t  w i l l  remove one of th e ir 
strongest pieces from  the chess
board— th e ir pow erfu l gold reserve 
position.

In  the economic committee, the 
American con tribu tion  so fa r has 
been a proposal fo r a 10 percent 
ta r if f  reduction a ll around— hastily  
w ith d ra w n  by the Am erican dele
gation itse lf and labelled as sim ply 
a “ suggestion by the experts”  This 
showed the emptiness of the 
phrases o f the Am erican delegate 
H u ll in  his opening speech on the 
des irab ility  o f lowering ta r iffs  and 
on the harm  done by economic na
tionalism .

In  fa c t, the  w ho le  R ooseve lt p o l
icy , based on the m a n ip u la tio n  
th ro u g h  gove rnm ent agencies o f 
A m e rica n  economy on s t r ic t ly  na 
t io n a l lines, is  in  sh a rp  c o n tra d ic 
t io n  to  the  e ffo r t  to  o b ta in  in te r 
n a tio n a l agreem ent on currency, 
ta r i f fs  and trade , as was im p lie d  
in  a speech by the  p res iden t o f the 
w o r ld  bank, h im se lf an A m erican .

The ba ttle  behind the scenes con 
tinues, meanwhile. In  the face of 
the palaver about in te rna tiona l 
agreements on ta riffs , France pass
ed a law  ra is ing  customs duties on 
Am erican products 15 per cent be
fore the conference opened, and a 
few days ago, before echoes from  
the speeches before the economic 
com m ittee had died down, passed 
another b i l l ra is ing  the ta r if f  on 
about a hundred products, m ostly 
o f German and Am erican o rig in .

Meantime the whole proceedings 
are hying held up w h ile  the head 
of Roosevelt's "b ra in  tru s t” , Moley, 
a rrives— in  other words, u n t il Am 
erica places its  fis t on the agenda 
sheet.

Behind the scenes also was the 
settlement of the question of June 
15 payments on the w ar debts—
France paying nothing, England 
and I ta ly  m aking sm all "token”  
payments, the la tte r  received w ith  
d ip lom atic  irony as to the “ dis
appointm ent”  which i t  m ight cause 
in  certa in  circles because of i t *  
sm all amount.

Litvinoff at London
From  the standpoint of the rev

o lu tionary  workers, the outstanding 
development of the London econ
omic conference so fa r  has been 
L itv ln o ff ’s speech, w h ich  throw s a 
g la rin g  lig h t on the extent to which 
the Menshevist degeneration of the 
Soviet regime has progressed. In  
the e ffo rt to adapt h im self as close
ly  as possible to the bourgeois d ip
lomats b,v whom he was surround
ed, the Soviet delegate de liberate ly 
b lu rred the lines between Soviet 
and bourgeois policy, did not re fer 
once to the in terests of the w o rk
ing class, speaking as one diplom at

th a t would compel h im  to po in t out 
th a t a fte r a ll, there is a difference 
between the Soviet State and bour
geois states? And would no t th is  
raise a question in  the m inds o f 
the conference about the "peaceful 
coexistence of capita lism  and so
c ia lism ”  ?

The p a rt of his speech w h ich  in 
terested the conference most was 
his plea fo r “ lengthened cred its and 
norm al conditions fo r Soviet ex
ports” , w ith  an offer to buy a b i l
lion  do lla rs ’ w o rth  of add itiona l 
commodities under these conditions.

To raise the demand fo r  “ long
term  credits fo r  the Soviet Un ion”  
is counter-revolutionary T ro tsky ism  
when addressed to the w ork ing  
class, and constitutes grounds fo r 
expulsion, as in  the case o f J. L. 
.Murphy of the B r it is h  C. P . ; bu t 
i t  is perfectly a l l r ig h t as long as 
i t  is addressed to the bourgeoisie 
only

B u t w hat is the purpose o f these 
long-term  credits? To re lieve a 
c r it ic a l s itua tion  in  the U. S. S. R.? 
No— no such s itua tion  exists, ac
cording to the Foreign Commissar. 
On the con tra ry , p rosperity  pre
vails throughout the Soviet Union 
and i t  has not been touched by the 
w orld  crisis (so th a t there is a 
difference a fte r a l l between cap ita l
ism and soc ia lism ). The rea l 
reason fo r  L itv in o ff ’s proposal, in  
his own words, as quoted by the 
New Y ork  Times, is :  “ We merely 
w ish to set th is  conference along 
the path which, in  our opinion, is 
most lik e ly  to lead to effective re
sults in  a llev ia tin g  the c r is is ” . 
C learly the cris is  w h ich is  to be 
a lleviated is the crisis o f cap ita l
ism.

When the German social dem
ocracy a t its  Le ipzig  conference in  
1930 proposed its e lf to the bour
geoisie as the “ doctors of Bick 
cap ita lism ” , Communists answered 
correctly  th a t w hat cap ita lism  
needs is not a doctor but an under
taker. W hich ro le is L itv in o ff pro
posing fo r  the Soviet Union?

The L e ft Opposition has fo r years 
been advocating long-term  cred its 
to the Soviet Union, and economic 
collabora tion between the Soviet 
Union and advanced cap ia tlie t 
countries— but a lw ays on a rev*- 
o lu tiona ry  basis, always po in ting  
out the value o f these demands in  
m obiliz ing the masses. W hat L i t 
v ino ff says today as the S ta lin is t 
line  was rejected a year and 
a h a lf ago by T ro tsky as— S ta lin is t 
slanders against the L e ft Opposi
tion  !

In  W hat Next?, page 175, we 
read, “ D uring  the firs t stage of the 
cris is— more than tw o years ago- 
we posed th is  question (Soviet- 
German collaboration, B. J. F .) in  
p rin t. And f ile  S ta lin is ts  im m edi
ate ly set up a hue and cry tha t we 
believe in  the peaceful coexistence 
of socialism and capita lism , th a t 
we w ant to save capitalism , etc? 
This was w ritte n  by comrade T ro t
sky early in  1932.

However, i f  L itv in o ff re a lly  pre
sented the line  w h ich we have a 
r ig h t to expect from  a Communist 
appearing in  negotiations before 
bourgeois diplom ats, i f  he ta lked 
to them as T ro tsky ta lked to K uehl- 
manu at B rest-L itovsk, or Chicher- 
in  tq L loyd George, o r Rakovsky 
to the French concessionaries, and 
i f  his correct revo lu tionary line  has 
been perverted by the bourgeois 
press, then the S ta lin is ts  owe i t  
to the revo lu tionary movement to  
denounce the reports given by the 
Associated Press and the New Y ork  
Times as d is to rtions and forgeries, 
and to present an authentic and 
fu l l  report o f L itv in o ff ’s speech a t 
the London Conference.

Hugenberg’s “Feeler”
Two days a fte r  L itv in o ff spoke, 

Hugenberg made an open demand 
fo r  support fo r Germany in  regain
ing  its  A frica n  colonies and “ open
ing up te rrito rie s  fo r  settlement

Exclude L .O . at 
Anti-Fascist M eet

In  view o f the grow ing danger 
of w a r g raph ica lly  il lu s tra te d  both 
by the actions and the fa ilu res of 
the London economic conference, 
i t  is necessary to w arn the revo lu
tiona ry  workers of the w o rld  again, 
and w ith  a ll the emphasis in  our 
power, against the dangers w h ich  
resu lt from  the spineless, comprom
is ing, cap itu la tion is t policies o f the 
S ta lin is t leadership in  the Soviet 
Union and the Comintern. This 
leadership, forced by the iro n  logic 
of facts to fo llow  out to the b it 
terest p ractica l consequences the 
fundam enta lly  false and petty- 
bourgeois theory of “ socialism in  
one country” , has lost fa ith  in  
its  own w ork ing class and in  the 
w orld  p ro le ta ria t. I t  supports i t 
self on the bureaucracy a t home, 
and en diplom acy and negotiations 
w ith  the bourgeoisie, reactionary, 
lib e ra l and rad ica l according to 
circumstances, abroad. Confronted 
w ith  the ravages o f an in te rna l 
crisis, the dangers of in te rven tion  
from  H it le r  and the th re a t of 
Japan, w ith  the ominous lack of 
recognition from  the United States, 
its  only answer has been to retreat.

The poss ib ility  of a g igantic  cat
astrophe lies before the workers* 
movement o f the w o rld  unless its  
forces are reassembled under the 
leadership of the Communist In te r
na tiona l and rearmed w ith  a M a rx 
is t policy. As the im m ediate steps 
to th is  end we call upon the w o rk 
ers to demand the reinstatem ent o f 
the In te rn a tion a l L e ft Opposition 
w ith in  the Communist In te rn a tio n 
al and the im m ediate convocation 
of the long-overdue Seventh Con
gress o f the C. I.

— B. J. F IE L D .

(Conti . .n Bage l )

caused the Com intern bureaucracy 
to w ork  so d ilig e n tly  to keep the 
delegates o f the In te rn a tion a l L e ft 
Opposition away from  its  halls.

I t  feared the concrete proposals 
of the L e ft  Opposition fo r  the o r
ganization of the European A n ti- 
H it le r  un ited fro n t fro m  organiza 
tion  to organization, beginning w ith  
the problem of A us tria  and proceed
ing onto a w ider plane. For the 
S ta lin is t bureaucracy is a fra id  of 
it's own shadow. I t  has lost a ll 
actual fa ith  in  w ork ing  class ac
tion. I t  is  interested on ly in  m ain 
ta in in g  its  own dw ind ling  and un
dermined prestige. And fo r tha t 
purpose the un ited fro n t masquer
ade a la  Barbusse is sufficient fo r  
it.

B u t the last word has not yet 
been said. The L e ft Opposition 
w ill not a llow  the S ta lin is t organ
izers of defeat to cover up th e ir  
already overflow ing crimes w ith  new 
crimes. The L e ft Opposition w i l l  
continue to expose m ercilessly the 
shameful maneuver a t P aris  and its  
S ta lin is t in itia to rs . I t  w i l l  w ork 
tire lessly to make the tru th  known 
to the workers o f the w orld  and to 
organize genuine, effective un ited 
fro n t action tha t meets the needs 
of the real s itua tion . — S. G.

A ugust 4 , 1914 and M a y  17, 1933
(Continued from  Page I)

As we go to press, we have 
at hand a d ispatch from  Paris, 
confirm ing the scandalous exclu
sion of the In te rn a tion a l L e ft Op
position and rendering a f u l l  ac
count o f the proceedings. The 
a rtic le  w ill be published in  the 
next issue of The M ilitant.— Ed.

Workers Must Organize and Fight 
Against State Capitalist Measures

(con tinued  from  Page I)

to other diplomats, and 
him self in  hopeless contradictions 
w h ile  m aking the most im perm issi
ble concessions to the bourgeoisie. 

Standing on the basis of “ 'social
ism in  one country” , he, according 
to the Associated Press report, 
“ urged recognition of the peaceful 
coexistence of the two systems— 
cap ita lism  and socialism” . Even 
fo r an American S ta lin is t ed itor 
th is  was too much to swallow, so 
the D a ily  W orker kept th is  sent
ence out of i ts  report. The "peace
fu l coexistence of capita lism  and 
socialism ”  means the abandonment 
o f the w orld  revo lution, nothing 
less— and not only as an immediate 
bu t as a long-term  perspective, and 
to shove it  off in to  the d is tan t fu 
ture, out of the reach of "p ra c tica l” 
po litics. Was he try in g  to foo l the 
diplomats, w h ile  keeping his own 
mental reservations? Or is he 
foo ling  the w ork ing  class instead?

H is  conception of non-aggression- 
goes fa r  beyond the ta r if f ''t ru c e  in 
itia te d  by the United States, he 
said. “ Speaking o f a truce acknow
ledges the existence o f a state of 
war. An arm istice means cessation 
o f a ll fighting, not merely absten
tion  from  the beginning of fresh 
battles. The same should be true  
of economic w arfa re .”

In  other words, he claims to be 
even more o f an economic pacifist 
than Roosevelt, by the degree tha t 
an “ arm istice”  is more peaceful 
than a “ truce". He is therefore In 
favo r o f removing the restric tions 
on in te rna tiona l trade, ju s t like  his 
bourgeois colleagues.

A Few Pointed Questions 
We m ust ask a serious question. 

Is the Soviet monopoly o f foreign 
trade a h indrance to the in te rna 
tion a l movement of goods or is i t  
not? Does L itv in o ff (comrade L i t 
v in o ff) propose to  liqu ida te  the So
viet monopoly of foreign trade, one j
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peace” . Undoubtedly i t  is  correct 
to see in  th is  a declaration o f in 
ten tion to seize and exp lo it the So
vie t Union.

H itle r , as comrade T ro tsky  
points out, is p laying fo r  the grad
ual arm ing of Germany a fte r the 
fa ilu re  of disarm am ent and in  the 
name o f the defense o f Europe 
against Bolshevism, against the de
sire of the German N a tiona lis ts  fo r 
qu ick “ results” . He a t once re
pudiated Hugenberg’s statement as 
being purely personal, forced h im  
to re tu rn  to B erlin , and emphasized 
his repud iation by fo rc ing  the d is
solution of the N a tiona lis t “ B a ttle  
R ing " and the in tegra tion  o f the 
Stahlhelm  in to  the N azi movement.

Pravda reacted to the Hugenberg 
statement w ith  “ the f irs t Soviet 
ed ito ria l in  denunciation, o f H it le r 
ite  Germany” , as the New Y ork  
Times correspondent remarks. W hat 
a degeneration— the smashing o f 
the German p ro le ta ria t brought fo r 
ward not a single word o f protest 
from  the Soviet U n io n ; on ly when 
its  elementary, “ na tiona l”  interests 
were involved did i t  raise its  voice!

The ed ito ria l in  P ravda said, 
“ H itle rism  is being forced by eco
nomic and financ ia l d ifficu lties to 
adopt a policy of m ilita ry  adven
tu re  by which Germany hopes to 
redress her own a ffa irs  and re
establish her shattered prestige.”

This is precisely w hat comrade 
T ro tsky said— a year before H it le r  
took power, in  the A p r i l 1932 issue 
o f the Am erican lib e ra l magazine, 
the Forum . The difference is th a t 
the L e ft Opposition foresaw, w h ile  
the S ta lin is ts  run  a fte r the ta il-  
end o f events; th a t we d is tingu ish
ed between the policies o f the Na
tiona lis ts  and those o f H itle r , and 
above a ll, proposed a po licy o f 
in it ia t iv e  and prepara tion  fo r  ac
tion  instead o f the “ khvostism ” ,

a ttack  of the in du s tria lis ts  in  com
p ly ing  w ith  the In d u s tria l Control 
B il l.  The re la tion  to labor w i l l  
firs t be kept in  the status quo where 
ever possible. W here necessary, 
the iudustries w i l l  fu l f i l l  the require
ments o f the law, which, a t the 
most, ca ll fo r  a “ safe-and-sound” 
class collaboration scheme.

The Chicago Tribune, reporting  
the steel mens’ conference, says, 
“ The Youngstown steel companies 
have been form ing 'employes coun
cils ’ . In  none of these mOvemetns 
does the w ord  ‘un ion’ appear". “ The 
Indus tria lis ts , i t  is said, are try in g  
to steal a march on the American 
Federation of Labor, w h ich  through 
President Green recently announced 
the s ta rt of a nation-wide d rive  to 
unionize the industries.”

How the Coal Operators Take I t
The soft coal operators have 

fough t any attem pt or suggestion to 
change the status quo. In  I llin o is  
they w i l l  deal w ith  the unions but 
in  the rest o f the fields they w i l l  
deal w ith  the unorganized. The 
Chicago T ribune quotes a coal oper
a to r as fo llo w s : “ Our job  is going 
to be one o f the most d ifficu lt. I t  
is com paratively easy fo r  the m ak
ers of shoes to get together and 
add a do lla r to the price of shoes. 
There is no substitute fo r shoes. 
B u t how can you add an a rb itra ry  
do lla r to the price of a ton of 
coal. A  few m illio n  bu ild ing  own
ers get out a pencil and s ta r t  fig u r
ing how much they can save by 
using oil, or gas, or e lec tric ity .”  
The in d u s tr ia lis t conferences are 
secret bu t any one who has an 
ounce o f brains can easily see tha t 
th e ir secret is, how they can add 
another do lla r on a p a ir of shoes 
o r a ton of coal. I f  prices go up 
th ir ty  percent, the k in d  hearted 
cap ita lis ts  and th e ir  government 
w i l l  beat the drums and announce a 
five or ten percent raise. And the 
cap ita lis ts  w i l l  pocket the tw enty 
percent difference. . . .

The In d u s tr ia l Contro l B i l l  is  a 
cap ita lis t reform . They drove th is  
b i l l through w ith o u t the pressure 
of the w ork ing  class, and yet the 
fear o f the 17 m illio n  unemployed 
was one of the whips th a t drove 
them to make th is  a law . I f  there 
had been a w ork ing  class pressure, 
under the leadership o f social re
form ers who s it  on top  to hold 
in  check th is  pressure, the b il l 
would have been to a fa r  greater 
degree sugar coated w ith  phrases 
about labor and labors righ ts . The 
difference between reform s and “ so
c ia l”  reform s is the difference be
tween the absence of w ork ing class 
pressure a ltogether and w o rk ing  
class pressure m isdirected by the 
misleaders and agents o f the cap
ita lis ts  in  our ranks. W ith o u t the 
pressure,as is  the case w ith  the 
In d u s tr ia l Contro l B il l,  the cap ita l
is ts can d rive  through th e ir  fo rm  o f 
State cap ita lism  w ith o u t the ser
vice of the social reform ers to keep 
the restless w ork ing  class in  check.

How the Labor “Leaders” React
The labor leaders are attem pting 

to jum p  on the band wagon and 
help the cap ita lis ts  pu t over th e ir 
In d u s tr ia l Contro l Law — of course, 
w ith  pa id jobs, the same as in  the 
w ar period. The R igh t w ing  o f the 
Progressive M iners are competing 
w ith  Lew is fo r  the job o f shackling 
the m iners to  the new slavery. 
Pearcy took a special t r ip  to W ash
ing ton fo r  th is  purpose. The Com
munists, the on ly ones capable of 
po in ting out the meaning of the 
In d u s tr ia l Control B il l,  and o f 
ra lly in g  the class to  action against 
the cap ita lis t offensive are bound 
hand and foo t and gagged by the 
S ta lin is t bureaucracy, who do not 
measure up to the task. (See the 
a rtic le  on the G illespie Conference, 
elsewhere in  th is  issue).

The “ planned economy”  o f the

capita lis ts w i l l  make the fu tu re  of 
the workers under the “ new deal”  
worse than the past. The “ Century 
of Progress”  witnessed the fu rth e r 
cen tra liza tion  and concentration o f 
w ealth and cap ita l in  the hands o f 
fewer and fewer cap ita lis ts  w h ile  
the vast m a jo r ity  have been driven 
to deeper levels o f m isery and de
gradation.

The w ork ing  class battle  against 
the cap ita lis t offensixe organized 
by the In d u s tr ia l Contro l B i l l  w i l l  
have to  be fought in  the sphere of 
unemployment re lie f, the struggle 
fo r wages, hours, and the unioniza
tion  of the workers in to  class 
struggle unions. To do th is, the 
w ork ing  class m ust be to ld  w hat 
the “ planned economy”  means. The 
Communists must present a M arx
ian analysis, organize the class, 
especially to head off the action of 
the Greens, W ells and Lewises, who 
desire to u tilize  the State cap ita lis t 
measures fo r  th e ir class collabora
tion  schemes.

Tim  Workers’ Answer: Class 
Struggle Organization

I t  is not d ifficu lt to understand 
tha t a law  which gives the cap ita l
is t and workers “ equa lity ”  on paper 
means noth ing in  rea lity , except 
g iv ing the strongest organized force 
the r ig h t to do w hat i t  pleases. 
In  th is  case the cap ita lis ts  are w e ll 
organized and entrenched. In  
addition i t  is they who have made 
the laws of the “ game”  w h ich  we 
must play. O ur lack of pressure, 
due to the lack o f any w orthw h ile , 
powerfu l, organized in d u s tr ia l un
ions as w e ll as to a blunderbuss 
leadership w ith in  the Communists 
ranks ( th a t of the S ta lin is ts ) gives 
the cap ita lis ts the overwhelm ing 
odds in  deciding the whole question,

There is only one way the w o rk 
ing class can answer the  cap ita lis ts 
and th e ir  In d u s tr ia l Contro l L a w s : 
The organization o f pow erfu l in 
du s tria l unions of class struggle, 
capable of b ring ing  w ork ing  class 
pressure upon the cap ita lis t system. 
Upon such a foundation, the A m er
ican w ork ing class can bu ild  a 
movement tha t w i l l  become power
fu l enough to  abolish capita lism .

We m ust oppose the In d u s tr ia l 
Control L a w ; present a correct an
alysis o f the In d u s tr ia l Control 
L a w ; ag itate and propagate to  
ra l ly  the c lass; organize a power
fu l L e ft w ing  in  the A. F. L . ; un ite 
a l l the L e ft w ing  forces na tiona lly  
such as the TU U L, the PTUEC, the 
CPLA, etc. fo r  common action  
amalgamate the c ra ft unions, such 
as the 21 ra ilroa d  union, etc.

We must answer the cap ita lis t 
d rive  w ith  a pow erfu l un ited fro n t 
d rive of the workers against the 
cap ita lis t offensive.

— HUGO O EH LE R .

Hitler Clashes with 
Hugenberg

(Continued from  Page 1)
tinue his rem arks M ino r snarled 
“ get away from  here, your tim e 
is up.”

Then M inor and fo llow ing  him, 
A lexander started harranguing 
those present in  a fashion to make 
a H o ly R o lle r preacher blush w ith  
envy. No answers to our argu
ments. No comradely discussion. 
Instead— vitupera tion , slander and 
hysteria. M inor almost outd id  h im 
self in  try in g  to create a lynch 
s p ir it in  the audience. B u t M ino r’s 
demagogy and v itupera tion  was 
answered subtly by the workers 
present. When the appeal came fo r 
workers in  the audience to  jo in  the 
pa rty— not a single w orker re
sponded. The chairm an h a s tily  ad
journed the meeting. — M. G.

a poss ib ility  th a t in  tim e to come 
not even a penny would be offered 
fo r th e ir  most ob lig ing “ to le ra 
tio n ”  was inconceivable. And not 
only the social democratic appar
atus, but also the bureaucracy of 
the S ta lin is t faction, dom inating 
the Comintern, a rrived  a t the same 
conclusion:

“ Even in  the case the Nazis are 
taken in to  the government there 
w i l l  be no question of the bour
geoisie not desiring to get along 
w ith ou t the cooperation o f the so
c ia l democracy in the so lid ifica tion  
of the Fascist d ic ta to rsh ip .”  — D ie 
In te rn a tion a l, January 1932.)

The thought rings very absurd 
today. The fac t remains, however, 
tha t the S ta lin is t bureaucracy lent 
support to the illus ions and w ish
th ink ing  o f the s is ter social dem
ocra tic bureaucracy. And a ll of 
th is  could not fa i l  but have an in 
fluence on a great section o f the 
social democratic workers. The un
expected became a fa c t : exactly a 
year a fte r the famous S ta lin is t pro 
phecy of January 1932, H it le r  ac
tu a lly  repudiated the “ cooperation 
of the social democracy in  the 
ca rry ing  out of the Fascist d ic ta to r
ship.”

“Germany Is  Not Ita ly ”

A  damnable and b lig h tin g  catch 
jffirase ran through the ranks of 
the German p ro le ta ria t, wandering 
th rough a ll the organizations o f the 
w ork ing  class. They consoled each 
other w ith  it .  I t  was thought up 
and set in  c ircu la tion  by fr ig h te n 
ed, helpless bureaucrats, a t th e ir  
w its ’ end. "Germ any is not I ta ly ” , 
"Germ any is not I ta ly ” ,— in  pom
pous and heroic speeches and num
berless newspaper artic les, the in 
cantation was th row n again and 
again a t the masses. “ Germany is 
not I ta ly . ”  Th is m ystical dictum , 
not good enough to hypnotize rab
bits,, was considered suffic iently po
tent to (tut to sleep the best organ
ized w o rk ing  class of the cap ita l
is t world . "Germ any is not I ta ly ”  
blabbered the degenerate social 
democratic bureaucrats out the 
w indows of th e ir  offices. “ Germany 
is not, I ta ly ”  echoed in  the high 
places of the S ta lin is t Comintern, 
in  the Communist P a rty  of Ger
many, in  a l l other sections o f the 
C . I .

“ The T w e lfth  Plenum h a s .. . .  
shown th a t there is not— and there 
cannot be— such a th in g  as a so- 
called “ classical”  Fascism, and th a t 
a ll theories derived from  the h is
to ry  of Ita lia n  Fascism, regard ing 
the necessity of f irs t s tr ik in g  down 
the w ork ing class, are bloodless ab- 
tsractions.”  (Communist In te rn a 
tiona l, January 10, 1933, page 19.)

D id n 't the S ta lin is ts  give un
abashed henchman’s service to the 
Social Democracy in  th a t way? D id  
tha t not amount to actua lly  fa c il
ita tin g  H it le r ’s accession to power? 
The L e ft Opposition raised its  voice 
in  w a rn in g :

“ The coming of the German Nazis 
to power would mean, f irs t  o f a ll, 
the destruction of the flower of the 
German p ro le ta ria t, the ann ih ila tion  
o f its  organizations, the eradiction 
of its  be lie f in  its e lf  and in  its  fu 
ture. In  accordance w ith  the 
greater m a tu rity  and acuteness o f 
the social contradictions prevalent 
in  Germany, the he llish w ork of the 
Ita lia n  Fascism w i l l  probably ap
pear as a pale, almost humane, ex
perim ent, in  comparison w ith  the 
w ork of the German N a tiona l So
c ia lis ts .”  (T ro tsky, Shall Fascism 
Really Re Victorious?, Nov. 1931.)

The bureaucrats, le ft  w ith ou t any 
plausible arguments, maligned and 
persecuted us and attem pted to hide 
th e ir panicky helplessness behind 
the phrase: “ Germany is not
I t a ly !” . This they s t i l l  chanted 
when the boots o f the Nazi storm  
troopers were already tram p ling  to 
the ground the most active pro
le ta rian  forces o f Germany. And 
even today the bureaucracy, which 
events have already proved bank
rup t, cannot separate itse lf from  
the slogan grown dear to its  heart. 
They hope, and say so, th a t the 
economic crisis w i l l  by its e lf fin ish 
off H itle r.

Socialist Hopes For 
Mercy Shattered

H it le r  came to power, and there 
was not even the slightest ta lk  re
garding cooperation w ith  the Social 
Democrats. A ll the secret hopes of 
the treacherous bureaucracy had 
vanished. The theories, and the 
practice, th a t S talin ism  derived 
therefrom , also vanished. The firs t 
blow of Fascism was meant fo r  the 
revo lu tiona ry  p ro le ta ria t as em
bodied in  C. P. G. B u t the accusa
tion  levelled against the S. P. G. 
on the occasion o f the Reichstag 
fire  a lready suggested th a t the So
c ia lis ts  would be the next victim s. 
The Weises and Breitscheids tr ie d  
to w in  a reprieve. They moved 
away from  the M arxism  tha t they 
never belonged to. They "to le ra ted”  
the persecutions o f C. P. G. They 
“ to le rated”  the bloody deeds per
petrated by the Fascists on the so
c ia l democratic workers and the 
members of the free trade unions. 
Weis, too, protested (though he 
knew better) against the so-called 
exaggerations o f German excesses 
abroad. He even w ent so fa r  as 
to resign his post in  the adm in is
tra tiv e  c irc le  of the Second In te r 
national. T rue as i t  was absurd, 
— the S. P. G. hoped fo r  m ercy; i t  
hoped to be granted a sort o f role 
as his Nazi M ajesty ’s most obedi
ent opposition. B u t Fascism, which 
had th rive d  on social democratic 
to leration, never thought o f to le ra t
ing  the S. P. G. in  its  tu rn .

The F irs t  of M ay came. Zeor- 
giebel, who on his way was qu ite 
ready to m urder 35 workers, was

kicked out to the devil, and H it le r  
arranged the miserable comedy of 
the ' ‘N a tiona l H o liday” . H a rd ly  
had L e ip a rt returned from  m arch
ing behind the Swastika banner 
when he was called back to be in 
carcerated in  the famous “ sick- 
house”  The free trade unions be
came Fascist. A  week la ter, the 
S. P. G., too, was done away w ith .

"Fascism, nourished by the So
c ia l Democracy, w i l l  be obliged to 
break the head of the Social Dem
ocracy in  order to a rrive  at power.”  
(T ro tsky, November 1929.)

Where were now the speculations 
o f the social democratic bureau
cracy? Where were the fancy 
theories o f S talinism ?

I I I .

The odor o f the decay of the be
headed social democracy contam in-| 
ated the a ir. The vote fo r  H it le r  
a t the recent “ great statem ent on 
fore ign a ffa irs ”  was— tem porarily—  
the last lin k  in  the chain o f treason. 
I t  was the consequence and crown
ing of the nigh 20 year old policy 
of coa lition  and to le ration. Th is 
crim e threatened to p u ll down the 
entire  Second In te rna tiona l.

The pure in s tinc t of self-preser
va tion  has led the leading sp irits  
of the Second In te rn a tion a l to move 
away from  the la test acts in  Ger
many. B u t they are m oving away 
only from  one section o f the social 
democratic frac tion . They are not 
moving away from  the po licy, the 

j na tu ra l resu lt o f which was the 
.vote fo r  H itle r .
j On May 18, 1933, the bureau of 
the Labor and Socialist In te rn a 
tiona l assembled in  Paris under the 
chairm anship o f Vandervelde fo r  a 

I “ thorough consideration o f the 
' most recent events in  Germany” . IP 
1 dra fted  the fo llo w in g  resolution to 
1 be presented in  the Re ichstag: 
j “ The Labor-Socia list In te n a tio n - 
!a i is convinced th a t the consent o f 
a number o f the social democratic 

1 deputies of the German Reichstag 
to a reso lution expressing unre
served so lida rity  w ith  the recent 
declaration o f the German govern
ment, does not express the true  
convictions o f the German work- 

| ing class. I t  declares th a t the 
support of th a t declaration con tra
dicts the princip les o f the Labor- 
Socialist In te rn a tio n a l. . . .  ”

In  a la te issue o f the Vienna 
Arboiter Zeitung, Oda Oldberg “ ex
amines”  e d ito r ia lly  the las t Reich 
stag vote o f the German social dem
ocracy and asks the fo llo w in g  ques
tions :

“ Do these people really, believe 
th a t the German workers w i l l  un
derstand th is  a ttitude, th a t they 
w i l l  lie able to make ou t th is  pa t
tern o f lies and facts in  which 
fo rm a l Justice and cunning in jus 
tice are so cleverly in te rtw ined? 
The workers w ill not unders tand; 
the sacrifice has been in  vain. The 
workers w i l l  consider themselves
betrayed----- W ith  H it le r  no pacts
should have ever been attem pted.”

This is actua lly  s a id : “ they w il l  
consider themselves betrayed.”  Here 
is the true face o f the Second In 
te rna tiona l. They— the workers—  
w i l l  only “ consider”  themselves be
trayed. Haven’t  they been betray
ed? Olberg and the A rbe ite r Zeifc- 
ung are s ilen t on th is  count.

Leon B lum , shedding some lig h t 
on the h is to ry of the Reichstag 
vote, declares:

“ The question of pa rtic ipa tion  of 
the social democratic delegates in  
the lgst session o f the Reichstag 
was the theme o f the conference o f 
the new ly elected pa rty  presidium. 
This conference expressed its e lf un
animously against the pa rtic ipa tion  
o f the socia l democratic delegates 
in  the Reichstag vote. There was 
fo r the social democratic delegates 
on ly one a ttitu d e  possible— and 
tha t dicta ted by the conscience of 
the Socialist In te rn a tion a l— to de
clare the H it le r  comedy n u ll and 
void by th e ir  absence,— to unmask 
the Reichstag comedy as the iron ic

and miserable parody tha t the Ger
man workers refuse to partic ipa te  
in . . . .

" I  do no t care w h e th e r these dele
gates have p laced them selves o u t
s ide o f the  G erm an soc ia l dem ocra
t ic  p a rty , b u t 1 do declare  th a t  by 
th e ir  a t t itu d e  they  have broken the 
la s t fa i th  w ith  the  s p ir i t  and s o li
d a r ity  o f the In te rn a t io n a l o f So
c ia lis m .”

T ha t sounds rad ica l, but i t  is 
only Leon Blum , who throw s out 
his chest now and then and speaks 
of the "In te rn a tio n a l of Socialism".

Le Pcuple, the centra l organ of 
the Belgian Social Democracy goes 
a step fa rth e r:

"F in a lly  there appeared a t the 
Reichstag session a greatly  reduced 
pa rt of the social democratic frac 
t io n ........ and completed the sad
cap itu la tion  before H itle r 's  te rro r 
and demagogy.”

“ Completed”  the cap itu la tion , 
says Le Peuple. "Completed", how
ever, was w hat had already long 
before been begun. I t  was—and is 
— the line  of the entire  Second In 
te rna tiona l w h ich the Reichstag 
scapegoats “ completed" w ilh  such 
consistency on M ay 17, 1933.

In  the meanwhile, S tum pier went 
abroad, and there appeared in  the 
social democratic press an a rtic le  
of his en titled  "D o Not S trike  
T hem !" Not even he dares to de
fend the shameless treachery of the 
last remnant of the once proud so
c ia l democratic Reichstag frac tion . 
He tries  to exp la in by a llud ing  to 
such influences as the "compulsion 
of conscience” , the fear of physical 
te rro r, “ the consciousness of re
sponsib ility  to the workers who 
were thus to be protected against 
fu r th e r te rro rism .”  Herein the role 
of the social democracy shows i t 
self in  complete c la r ity . I t  d id  its  
henchman’s service against the 
w ork ing  class. I t  is not even taken 
aback by the most gruesome crimes. 
And then i t  calls a ll of th a t “ ser
vice to the people” . Th is service 
was H itle r 's  most fe r t ile  ground.

IV .
“ The workers w i l l  consider them 

selves betrayed” , w rites  Olberg. 
They have been betrayed. B e tray
ed fo r decades, and not m erely by 
the last Reichstag vote, which wad 
merely the crowning o f the betray
al.

The S. P. G. Is Dead

The S. P. G. is no more. T he ir 
past "w o rk ”  has had the good e f
fect of m aking its e lf superfluous. 
The S. P. G. has finished its  work. 
I ts  members are leaderless. F o r 
the degenerated bureaucracy shrinks 
from  illega l work, being, indeed, 
completely unsuited fo r it .  Members 
and pa rty  functionaries who w ant 
to do such w ork are frowned on. 
The bureaucrats die, as they have 
lived, as cynical scoundrel. An S. 
P. G. leader in  Leipzig, from  whom 
the pa rty  members demanded the 
issue o f in fo rm a tion  m ate ria l in  
regards to  the crisis, replied to 
them : “ Clever, a ren 't you? B u t we 
don’t  care to  go to  ja il.  I f  you 
w ant to publish something attend 
to i t  yourselves.”

Only very ra re ly  can a more 
courageous word be heard. In  
Bremen, the S. P. G. exhorted: 
“ Remain true  to the idea o f Social
ism.”  Too la te fo r the leaders to 
th in k  o f loya lty  to Socialism. A t  
any rate, i t  is a unique case, which, 
however, can restore noth ing and 
hold back nothing. The rank and 
file  o f the fo rm er S. P. G. are w ith 
out leaders. A  strong wave o f de
pression and a wave of renegacy 
w il l  not fa il to sweep the masses. 
The best elements, however, w i l l  
look fo r  new ways. To stand by 
them Is our task. We are sure th a t 
the greater section of the social 
democratic workers w i l l  help in  the 
creatipn of the new Communist 
party. In  th is  task the L e ft Op
position w ill stand in the f ro n t 
line. — O------- R.
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