
Workers Slave for 
Pennies in Penna. 

Sweat Shops
Paul Comly French, w r it in g  in  

the N a tion  o f H ay  31, gives an a l­
most unbelievable account o i con­
d itions in  factories in  P ennsylvan ia : 
hours of labor of fro m  So to DO 
a w eek; wages as low  as 3 cents 
an h o u r; g ir ls  in  th e ir  early teens 
forced in to  sexual re la tions w ith  
th e ir bosses, superintendents and 
foremen to keep th e ir jobs. Tht're 
is  no l im it  to w h ich  cap ita lis t ex­
p lo ite rs w i l l  no t drive  th e ir  starved 
and stunted ch ild  slaves.

in  the ea rlie r days of capitalism , 
under the banner of "freedom  and 
eq ua lity ” , ch ild ren were chained to 
maenmes so th a t o rderly  produc­
tio n  would continue. In  1033, as 
cap ita lism  w elters in  its  decaying 
stage, under the banner of "rugged 
in d iv idu a lism ”  and the "N ew  Deal” , 
g ir ls  ju s t  emerging fro m  child:- 
nood, who are w ork ing  55 hours a 
week fo r  3 cents an hour, are drag­
ged to New York a t n ig h t by th e ir 
masters to  give up th e ir  h a lf s ta rv ­
ed bodies to prospective buyers of 
the sh irts  th e ir  sweated labor 
created.

A t  the session o f the P inchot 
investiga tion  eominittee on sweat­
shops the fo llow ing  revealing te s t­
imony, taken from  the N a tion  a r­
tic le , was made by the burgess of 
the borough o f Northham pton 
where a ch ild-labor m il l  is located:

"  ‘I f  I  had m y way,’ he to ld  the 
Governor’s commission, I ’d give 
no food orders to unemployed per­
sons who urged fac to ry  workers to 
s trike .’ And h is  w ife  who handles 
unemployment re lie f in  N orthham ­
pton, has even more amazing ideas, 
• i don’t  believe the s trike rs  should 
be en titled  to  &uy unemployment 
re lie f ’, she tes tified  before the com­
mission, ‘because they don’t  have! 
souls.’

" In  G ottlieb ’s Sewing Factory  a t 
Y o rk  the usual wage is  $3 o r $4 a 
week; g ir ts  in  Bernste in ’s factory 
a t Y o rk  reported a payment of 
$2.90 fo r  tw o weeks’ w o rk— an 
average of three cents an hour. A t  
the Y ork  S u it Go. bu tton  sewers re ­
ceive from  $3 to $4 a week fo r  
l i f ty  hours ; Y ork  tobacco workers 
said they received $2.50 fo r  a 
week’s w o rk  to ta ling  i i f t y  hours, 
w h ile  workers in  a second c igar 
fa c to ry  in  th is  r ic h  Lancaster Co. 
a g ric u ltu ra l section said th e ir 
wages avearged $1.50 fo r  f if ty - fo u r 
hours. A  s ilk  m il l  in  Y ork  charg­
ed g ir ls  $10 fo r "teaching them how 
to become operators” . Pressers in  
the Lehigh Valley S h ir t Co. in  
A llen tow n receive $4 a week as 
against $14 pa id fo r  the same w ork 
tw o years ago. A t  the Adkins 
S h ir t Co. in  A llen tow n on ly three 
g ir ls  in  the place were over fou r­
teen ; th e ir  pay averaged fro m  
$1.30 to $2 a week, w h ile  one g ir l,  
w ith  seven years’ experience, earn­
ed the m unificent experience, earn- 
week. One boy in  an A llen tow n 
shop earned ten cents a week fo r 
a ten-week period. . . . ”

Return to N arrow  Basis a t N . Y. 

M ooney "U n ited  F ron t"  Confab
New Y ork , N . Y.— The great pro­

mise fo r  the broadening o f the un i­
ted fro n t to free Tom  Mooney a t 
the recent N a tiona l Chicago Mooney 
Congress was given a deplorable 
setback by the na rrow  and over­
whelm ing ly party-packed conference 
held last Sunday a t I rv in g  Plaza 
in  New Y ork. Not on ly were the 
delegates fo r the greater pa rt fro m  
the C. P. and its  aux ilia ries , bu t 
the atmosphere of the conference 
harked back to the old “ th ird  per­
iod”  days when any c ritic ism  was 
met w ith  a hyste rica l how ling  from  
the p a rty  followers.

There is a great danger, i f  the 
ind ica tions a t the conference mean 
anything, th a t the pa rty  w i l l  give 
up it$  recently adopted tjurfri on 
the un ited fro n t and reverse to its  
u ltim a tis tic  “ un ited fro n t from  be­
low ”  policy.

T he  L e ft Opposition delegates 
were refused the r ig h t to address 
the conference on the ground th a t 
preference m ust be given to trade 
union delegates. T h a t th is  was 
m erely a pre text to prevent the 
Opposition’s voice being heard a t 
the conference was p la in ly  evident 
by the bureaucratic antics o f Rob­
ert M inor who care fu lly  s ifted  the 
speakers’ lis t  before anyone was 
perm itted to get the floor. M inor, 
who was introduced as the im par­
t ia l representative o f the Tom  
Mooney H olders ’ Defense Com m it­
tee and gave the key-note speech 
was tireless in  h is efforts to make 
w hat was called as a un ited fro n t 
conference in to  a C. P. convention.

When comrade M. Geldman, L. 
O. delegate, made a m otion tha t 
representatives from  trade unions 
and p o lit ic a l organizations be given 
preference on the speakers’ list,,

M ino r suavely and demagogically 
made an appeal th a t the m otion be 
votqd down and th a t a ll delegates 
be giyen equal oppo rtun ity  to 
speak. How  much in te rest M inor 
had th a t a ll delegates have an 
equal opportun ity  to speak was 
p la in ly  to be seen when in  the la te  
hours o f the conference he in tro ­
duced a m otion th a t the las t speak­
ers be three trade union delegates 
and spoke against the amendment 
of the L. O. de legate: th a t a re­
presentative of the L e ft Opposition 
who had not yet be included suc­
ceeded in  ge tting  the floor amongst 
the las t few  speakers.

Despite M ino r and the bureau­
c ra tic  procedure o f the conference 
the delegate o f the L e ft Opposition 
succeeded in  ge tting  the floo r when 
the reso lution to be adopted a t the 
conference came up and read a 
statem ent. Comflade Geldman, 
speaking fo r  the L . O., upon being 
given the floor fo r  a couple of m in­
utes, .made the fo llow ing  state­
ment : “ The delegates o f the L e ft 
Opposition accept the d ra ft  resolu­
tion  fo r  the N. Y. Free Tom  Mooney 
Conference and pledge themselves 
to ca rry  ou t a ll .the provisions con­
tained there in . We pro test how­
ever against the undemocratic pro­
cedure o f the chairm an in  exclud­
ing our representatives fro m  the 
o j)po rtun ity  o f addressing th is  con­
ference. We state categorica lly  
tha t unless the conference fo llow s 
democratic procedure the figh t to 
free Tom Mooney is in  danger and 
a un ited fro n t o f w o rk ing  class o r­
ganizations w h ich Tom  Mooney 
asked fo r  is  irre pa ra b ly  harmed.”

This statement was received w ith  
some degree o f sym pathy by some 
______(Continued on Page 4)_______

The Textile Code 
Shows Real Face 
of the 'N ew  Deal'
The past week has seen the pub­

lica tion  of the f irs t fdw proposed 
in d u s tr ia l codes draw n up under 
the N ationa l In d u s tr ia l Recovery 
A c t. The most im portan t one ad­
vanced is th a t by the te x tile  indu ­
stry . The codd as proposed expos­
es in  a ll its  viciousness the present 
program. Where Utoosevelt spoke 
of a m axim um  30 hour w ork ing  
week, thd m auufactureqb propose 
a 40 hour week. Where Roosevelt 
spoke o f a m in im um  wage, these 
shameless gentry transla te th is  in ­
to the term s of the in fla ted do lla r, 
and quote ten do lla rs fo r  the south 
and eleven dollars fo r  the north .

Protests aga iiis t th is  brazen de­
spicable proposal were heard from  
even the most reactionary o f labor 
leaders. A l l  those labor fakers 
who fo r years have done noth ing 
to better the conditions of the 
most explo ited section o f our in ­
du s tria l population, the te x tile  
worker, have today decided to a t­
tem pt to rebu ild  th e ir  lost prestige 
in  o ffic ia lly  protesting the miserable 
proposals. I t  is thus th a t we find 
Thomas F. McMahon of the A. F. 
o f L. proposing th a t instead of ten 
do llars the m im im um  wage be set 
a t fourteen, and instead off the  
fo r ty  hour week, the maxim um  
number o f hours be set a t th ir ty  
live. Today, w ith  the more than 
17 m illio n  unemployed, w ith  the 
do lla r rap id ly  fa ll in g  in  value, the 
proposals of the offic ia l A. F. of 
L. can be looked upon as nothing 
but an attem pt to fo res ta ll a real 
effective movement to  res is t th is  
s tarva tion  program.

F in a lly , to complete th is  new 
deal p icture, we see the provisions

Roosevelt Program Long-Range 
Plan to Stabilize U.S. Capitalism 

O n  the Backs of the W orkers
Situation of American Imperialism in W o rld  Economy Forces " New Deal" Dem­

agogues to Reverse Historic Policy-at Expense of Agriculture and the Pro­
letariat. Program Disguised to Enlist Support of Toiling Masses.

(Continued on Page 4)

Congress has adjourned, leaving 
in  Roosevelt’s hands the most fa r- 
reaching a u th o rity  which any A m ­
erican president has ever had in  
Iieace-tiine. How he proposes to  
use i t  is  becoming increasing ly 
clear— the consolidation o f capita l 
in to  cartels, the beating down o f 
wage standards, the course tow ard 
in fla tion , the aggressive assertion 
o f na tiona lis tic  policies a t the ris k  
of d is rup ting  the economic confer­
ence (allegedly based on in te rna ­
tion a l cooperation).

/Why is Am erican capitalism , 
which fo r  so long has raised the 
slogan, “ Take the government out 
o f business”  now in  need of the 
Roosevelt program, w h ich  does the 
exact opposite? W hy, p a rticu la rly , 
is  the policy o f government in te r­
vention in  business carried fu r th e r 
and fu rth e r the more evidences ac­
cumulate of a tem porary and lim it ­
ed up tu rn  in  business Is  i t  not 
a paradox to see a doctor redoubl­
ing his efforts the more signs of 
convalescense his pa tien t shows?

The answer is th a t the doctor’s 
efforts are not directed to the im ­
mediate symptoms w hich already 
show some improvement, b u t to an 
inne r cancer w h ich threatens the 
very existence o f the system. I t  
is not a question o f overcom ing the

im m ediate cris is, which had a l­
ready begun to show signs of s lack­
ening a year ago, bu t o f preparing 
fo r a long period o f v io len t shocks 
and disturbances ; o f economic, so­
c ia l and p o lit ic a l upheavals w ith  
w h ich  the “ norm al”  forces o f capi­
ta lis t recovery are insuffic ient to 
cope, but w h ich on the contrary, 
demand the utm ost concentration 
and m obilization of the economic 
and p o litica l power of the bour­
geoisie.

A  valuable key is fu rn ished by 
the famous sentence in  the Presi­
dent’s inaugura l address in  w îiich  
he likened the present emergency 
to a state of war. The facts them ­
selves clearly show how un like ly  i t  
is tha t he was ta lk in g  about the 
im m ediate banking cris is, o r even 
about the cyc lica l cris is  o f business 
as a whole. The banking crisis 
began to im prove rap id ly  from  the 
second h a lf o f M arch on ; over 
¥800,000,000 in  gold came back to 
the banks, Federal reserve notes 
in  c ircu la tio n  declined by $1,500,- 
000,000, and in te rest rates declin­
ed w ith  increasing rap id ity .
W hat the Government Accomplished

General business, fo llow ing  the 
sharp slump caused by the banking 
developments of the month between 
Feb. 18 (the M ich igan m ora to rium )

T h e  P a r i s  A n t i - F a s c i s t  C o n g r e s s
. . . a n  A n t i - T r o t s k y i t e  S l u g  F e s t

STA LIN ISTS BREAK UP
LEAGUE M EETING  IN  N. Y.
On Wednesday n igh t, June 28, 

the Communist Ldague o f Am erica 
(O pposition) held a meeting a t 
P itk in  and B r is to l Streets where 
about two to three hundred w o rk ­
ers, inc lud ing  a number of pa rty  
members and Y. C. L.ers, assem­
bled to lis te n  to the po in t o f view 
of the L e ft Opposition. W hen thd 
las t speaker had concluded his 
rem arks he asked fo r  questions 
from  the workers. Up piped a 
p a rty  member, J. M., and demanded 
no th ing sho rt o f the p la tfo rm  fo r  
as long as he wanted. I t  was ex­
plained to h im  th a t i t  was our p la t­
fo rm  and our meeting.

The p a rty  members then set up? 
a yow ling  and hooting th a t would 
undoubtedly have brought the police 
had no t the speaker from  the p la t­
fo rm  promised to g ra n t h im  the 
three m inutes th a t many from  the 
audience urge th a t he get. He was 
asked i f  he would confine his re­
m arks to three m inutes and he 
promised th a t he would. When he 
got the p la tfo rm  he im m ediate ly 
reversed h is promise to speak fo r 
the tim e  granted h im  and set about 
te llin g  the workers gathered there 
ta h t he was going to speak fo r  as 
long as the workers ( re a d : pa rty  
members) demanded: “ whether fo r  
three m inutes or one hour” .

T h is  was too much fo r  even some 
o f his own fo llow ers. One w orker 
declared: “ You w i l l  speak over my 
dead body and I  am a p a rty  mem­
ber.”  He was asked to Wave the 
p la tfo rm  and a general melee be­
gan. Cries of shame were heard 
th roughout the audience. Many 
w orkers were fra n k ly  disgusted 
w ith  the pa rty  and Y. C. L . mem­
bers’ tactics.

The m eeting was then resumed. 
Because o f the shouting on the 
pa rt o f the p a rty  members i t  was 
impossible to  conduct an orderly  
m eeting w ith  the announcement 
th a t we were no t going to be d r iv ­
en aw ay and would re tu rn  to th is  
corner. O ur comrades s truck up 
the In te rna tiona le  wh ich, to the 
shame o f the workers present, the 
pa rty  members refusd to  sing, and 
left in a body. —M. GLEE.

Empty Parade is a 
Complete Failure
Paris.— Tlie  specter of “ T ro tsky ­

ism ”  haunted the organizers of the 
"P leyel parade”  (P leyel is  the name 
of tlie  h a ll where the Congress was 
held— Ed.) from  the beginning to 
the end of the debates. Defeats 
like  th a t o f the German p ro le ta ria t 
threw  a bu rn ing lig h t on a l l the 
perspectives established by the 
M arx is t w ing years ago. In  order 
th a t the C entris t policy would not 
be wiped out by such a congress the 
bureaucracy had to gag us. In  o r­
der to mask the responsib ility  fo r  
its  c r im in a l po licy i t  had to hang 
out the w h ite  sign o f such a com­
edy o f the un ited fron t.

The bureaucratic measures were 
in  vain. The M a rx is t w ing o f the 
In te rna tiona l, w h ich represents the 
strength and expresses the hope of 
the pro le ta rian  vanguard, showed 
the way.

Every day the C entris t bureau­
cracy reveals to w hat depths l|t 
has degenerated. I t  is a therm i- 
dorian bureaucracy in  w h ich  the 
term  “ revo lu tiona ry”  serves on ly as

a pre text to express the pressure 
of the class enemy on the workers’ 
ranks.

The “ Pleyel parade”  has come to 
an end. The pseudo-congress has 
shown itse lf unable to solve the 
problems which confronted it .  
Deep cracks were revealed in  its  
ra n k s ; the illu s io n  o f s treng th  
which gave the congress thousands 
o f men, op tim is tic  speeches, b ru ta l 
sergeants-at-arms were nothing else 
but expressions o f S ta lin is t impo­
tence.
The Congress Utilized by French 

Imperialism
B e tte r yet is  th a t i f  th is  congress 

was not under government protec­
tion  i t  played the game of the fo r ­
eign po licy o f the D a lad ie r govern­
ment. B y means o f an a lib i of a 
le tte r from  the police department 
D a lad ie r took a ll the precautions 
o f fo re ign  po licy by h is dealings 
w ith  the organizers o f the con­
gress, he knew how to use the con­
gress as a “ na tiona l”  reserve.

Soviet Workers Excluded from  
the “European” Congress

W hat is more eloquent on th is  
po in t was thd absence, from  th is  
European Congress o f any Soviet 
w orker’s delegation. T h a t demon­
strates, once again how low th is  
parade stood in  the estim ation of

Stalinists Expel 3 L. O . Youth
New York, N. Y.— On June 18, 

Joe E llio tt ,  Sam Shabel and George 
Ray were expelled from  the Y. C. 
L. contro lled organization, the Stu­
dent Forum . T h e ir expulsion, bas­
ed on the flim siest and most trans­
parent charges o f in a c tiv ity , comes 
as a resu lt of the fee ling o f a la rm  
among the Stalinistfe and the 
grow th o f influence of the ideas o f 
the L e ft Opposition among the 
young workers and students o f the 
loca lity .

In  pa rticu la r, the S ta lin is ts  have 
become w orried  over the class on 
the “ H is to ry  and P rincip les o f the 
L e ft O pposition” , organized under 
the auspices of the  N . Y. Spartacus 
Youth Club. T h is  class, led by 
George Ray, began w ith  an attend­
ance o f 18 and has now risen to  
30. Joe Ross, president o f the 
Student Forum , attended one ses­
sion of the class w ith  the a im  of 
“ exposing”  the T ro tsky is ts . U n fo r­
tunate ly  fo r  h im self, he succeeded 
in  exposing on ly h is own ig no r­
ance.

The expulsions o f the three com­
rades in  the Student Forum  is  on ly 
pa rt o f the expulsion campaign in ­
augurated by the S ta lin is ts  in  the 
East 'N ew  Y ork  and B row nsv ille  
sections. Joe E ll io t t  and M. Lay- 
ton were expelled fro m  the Am er­
ican Youth Club. E ll io t t  made an 
application to the Student Forum. 
The S ta lin is ts  wanted to refuse 
him  admission on the grounds th a t 
he had been expelled from  the 
Am erican Youth Club. T h e ir  pro­
posal was defeated by a vote o f 
19 to 18. Since then the Y. C. L.-

ers have been jo in in g  the Forum  
en masse.

F rom  the B row nsv ille  Youth 
Club, M orris  Shapiro, a member of 
tha t organization fo r seven years, 
and one o f its  founders, has been 
expelled fo r  T rotskyism .

S. Caesar and H . Conroe have 
been expelled from  the Y. C. L., 
also fo r  T rotskyism . N e ithe r o f 
these comrades has endorsed the 
program of the L e ft Opposition, 
but have been s tudy ing  it .

In  the Student Forum  new ex­
pulsions have been p u t on the o r­
der o f business. A t  the meeting of 
June 25 a m otion was introduced 
by a Y. C. L .er to expel Sam Gor­
don, B. Caesar and B. Le rne r fo r 
c ircu la ting  a pe tition  protesting the 
expulsion o f the three “ T ro tsky ­
is ts ” .

20 members signed th e ir  names 
to the petition . The m otion was 
postponed to the next m eeting be­
cause some enterta inm ent had to 
be prepared fo r  the evening. H ow ­
ever, th is  was no obstacle to pass­
ing a m otion b a rring  the 3 expelled 
“ T ro tsky is ts”  from  appearing in  
the Forum  headquarters. The 
chairm an very dem ocra tically a l­
lowed tw o speakers on the motion, 
one fo r and, one against, each hav­
ing  one m inute apiece.

The sum to ta l o f a l l these bu­
reaucratic expulsions is th a t more 
and more young w orkers and stu­
dents are in te resting  themselves in  
learn ing w hat actua lly  is the pro­
gram o f the L e ft Opposition.

—GEORGE RAY.

U. S. S. I t.  government c ircles and 
the desire of these circles not to 
break fa ith  w ith  the H it le r  Gov­
ernment and M r. L u la d ie r in  any 
way a t a ll.
The Marxist Wing Excluded from

the Congress— the Preparation
ltouflange, Gourdeau’s lieutenant, 

the pa rty 's  confidence man, man­
euvered through the medium of sev­
era l tric ks  o f the organization 
committee so as to serve as ba it 
fo r  the socia list “ ran k  and file ” .

We have already revealed how, 
in  the P aris ian  d is tr ic t, the Op­
positionists a fte r being methodic­
a lly  slugged were system atically 
th row n out o f the d is tr ic t “ con­
gress” . T h is  was only the expres­
sion, on a d is tr ic t  scale' o f a 
stra ined in te rna tiona l system. The 
date o f the Congress approached; 
the Stitches of the bureaucratic 
lin in g  drew closer, and more, i t  
appeared th a t the O rganization 
Committee desired to systematic­
a lly  e lim inate the sections of the 
O pposition and the Oppositionists 
from  the Congress; in  fact, every 
delegation had to receive the stamp 
of its  na tiona l leadership, th a t is, 
the ¡Stalinists.

In  face o f a l l  o f these facts, the 
In te rn a tion a l Secre taria t o f the 
L e ft Opposition sent a delegation 
to openly pose the question o f our 
admission to the A n ti-Fascis t Con­
gress. Th is delegation received an 
evasive rep ly. On Saturday, June 
3, on the eve o f the Congress an 
offic ia l answer was sent us. We 
publish the le tte r of the Organiza­
tion  Committee below.

The Explanations of the 
Organization Bureau 

“TO TH E  IN TERNATIO NAL SEC­
R ETA RIAT OF TH E LE FT OP­
POSITION OF TH E C. I .
“ In  rep ly  to your le tte r o f May 

23, we answer the fo llo w in g :
“ Ttye European anti-Fascist w o rk­

ers Congress is a mass congress, to 
which the largest sections o f the 
to ilin g  masses have given th e ir  ad­
herence and have elected, through 
the prosecution o f a common and ac­
tive  gn ti-F a sc is t struggle, represen­
tatives o f the masses of a l l  coun­
tr ie s ’ The groups connected w ith  
you do not represent any masses 
and we know no th ing o f th e ir  par­
tic ip a tio n  in  the ant>-Fascist s trug ­
gle and in  the strengthening o f the 
anti-Fascist fron t, in  connection 
w ith  the European anti-Fascist 
Congress.

“ The appeal o f the organization 
bureau of February 26 fo r  the con­
vocation of the Congress was ad­
dressed to a l l workers’ p o lit ic a l and 
trade union organizations in v it in g  
them to adhere to the Congress and 
to send delegates to  it .  Participa«- 
tion in the congress presupposes the 
acceptance of the platform of com­
mon anti-Fascist struggle presented 
in the appeal of the organization 
bureau.

“ We have no communication on 
the subject o f your acceptance of 
the p la tfo rm  o f the Congress and

of your adherence on th is  basis. 
On the contrary, T rotsky, your In ­
te rna tiona l Secretariat, and the 
groups connected w ith  you have 
conducted an infam ous campaign 
against the Congress. (See Unser 
IVort, organ of you r German sec­
tio n ). You can no longer ignore 
the fac t th a t you r German group 
in  Paris has made a decision ex­
pressly against the Congress and 
fo r  the boycott o f the la tte r. In  
your s trugg le against the W orkers 
Anti-Fascis t Congress, th a t is, 
against the united fro n t o f m illions 
o f men fo r the decisive struggle 
against the advance of Fascism and 
fo r the overthrow  o f the murderous 
Fascist d ic ta torsh ip , the counter­
revo lu tiona ry  T ro tsky is t group finds 
its e lf in  a f it t in g  fro n t w ith  the 
leaders o f the 2nd In ternationa l.

“ T h is  is our answer to your re­
quest.

“Organization Bureau of the 
Coil vocation of the European 

. Workers Anti-Fascist Congress.”
Needless to  say, we expected such 

a m aneuver; they had already re­
jected “ po litica l organizations”  as 
w e ll as others, w ith  the exception 
o f rank and file  organizations, a t 
Amsterdam. A ll the delegates of 
the In te rn a tion a l Opposition who 
were present in  Paris were a t the

Left Opposition’s 
Delegates Beaten
same tim e delegates o f workers o r­
ganizations and, as such, had the 
r ig h t to enter the Congress. Bu,t 
there also the bureaucrats were 
w a tch fu l. A. note appeared in 
1’Hum anite  demanding th a t those 
w anting  to  receive his credentia l 
had fo appear a t the Grange aux 
Belles (Red Trade Union head­
quarte rs).

The L e ft Oppositionists, a t th is  
time, were in  possession of creden­
tia ls  of the fo llo w in g  organizh- 
tions. These organizations, fo r  ma­
te r ia l reasons, were not able to 
m u ltip ly  the number o f delegates 
na tiona lly  con tra ry  to the S ta lin ­
ists who m u ltip lie d  th e ir  delegates 
fo r  each local group.

Spain.— Spanish section o f the 
L i 'f t  O pposition ; Autonomous 
B u ild in g  W orkers Trade U n io n ; 
O il W orkers Trade Union of 
A s t ille ro ; U n ited Trade Union 
o f Ilerena ;

Belgium.— Belgian section o f the 
L e ft O pposition; K n igh ts  o f 

_______ (Continued on Page 4)

Scottsboro Decision Reversed
The verd ic t of g u ilty  brought’ in  

against H ayw ard  Patterson one o f 
the nine Scottsboro defendants, was ' 
set aside on June 22nd by Judge 
Horton.

T h is  is the second reprieve g ran t­
ed to Patterson, the f irs t having 
been obtained some tim e ago 
through a decision o f the U n ited 
States Supreme Court.

In  his statement o f opin ion ac­
companying the order fo r  a new 
t r ia l  Judge H orton  m erely repeat­
ed w hat the defense has been say­
ing  from  the firs t. “ The testimony 
o f the prosecutrix (V ic to r ia  Price) 
in  th is  case is not on ly uncorro­
borated bu t i t  also bears on its  
face indica tions o f im p robab ility  
and is contradicted by Other evid­
ence, and in  add ition  thereto, the 
evidence greatly  preponderates in  
favoj; of the defendant.”

The change in  the po in t o f view 
of Jydge Horton, who bu t on last 
Palm Sunday sentenced the con­
victed youth to death, was hard ly  
the resu lt o f “ preponderance of 
evidence” . The fram e-up evidence 
had in  no w h it changed since tha 
day the sentence o f death was read 
to H ayw ard  Patterson. The change 
was not one in  the “ preponderance 
o f evidence”  bu t ra the r in  the 
tea ring  to pieces o f the crude 
frame-up by the un ited efforts o f 
tens o f thousands o i Negro and 
w h ite  workers in  the struggle fo r  
the freedom o f the  boys.

For the granting of a new tria l,

fo r  the saving o f the lives o f the 
fram ed-up Negro boys, the chief 
c red it goes to the I .  L . D. and the 
Communist movement as a whole. 
Despite a l l m istakes in  the un ited 
fro n t maneuvers, despite the p lay­
ing  up o f Tammany H a ll lawyers, 
the In te rn a tion a l Labor Defense 
wus able to make the “ Save the 
Scottsboro Boys”  an in te rna tiona l 
slogan, th a t helped to  weld the In ­
te rna tiona l bonds o f the p ro le ta r­
ia t.

Th is tem porary respite m ust in  
no way produce any lu l l  in  the 
bu ild ing  of the on ly th in g  th a t w i l l  
completely free the boys— a mass 
movement. The present move on 
tlie  pa rt o f the southern court may 
be ju s t such a maneuver to foster 
illus ions in  the m inds o f the w o rk ­
ing class as to the “ honesty”  of 
the Alabam a Courts. Mass­
achusetts “ honesty”  sent Sacco 
and Vanzetti to th e ir  death, C a lif­
orn ia “ honesty”  sent Tom Mooney 
to 15 years of a liv in g  death, and 
Alabama “ honesty”  w i l l  a ttem pt to 
send the Scottsboro Boys to th e ir 
death. As sure ly as the present 
reprieve is the dcho o f the w o rk ­
ing class shout in  th e ir  defense, so 
w il l  the ir complete freedom be the 
resu lt, of a m ig h ty  protest move­
ment demanding th e ir  release. T h is  
decision fo r  a new t r ia l  m ust be 
made the s ta rtin g  po in t fo r  a 
w h ir lw in d  campaign th a t w i l l  force 
the complete free ing o f a l l nine 
boys. — —W . M.

and M arch 15 (reopening o i  the 
New Y ork Stock Exchange), re­
sumed the upward trend which had 
begun us fa r  back as Ju ly  of last 
year and had flattened out in  the 
F a il, to begin again in  the early 
weeks of the present year. Ear- 
loadings, e lectric power consump­
tion, .automobile sales, steel pro­
duction, and a host o f s im ila r in ­
dices showed the scope of th is  im* 
provement. The basis fo r  i t  is  to 
ue fq,uud in  the establishment of 
a low  level of production costs 
through the s tab iliza tion  of com­
m odity prices a t a low level ; the 
extensive reductions in  wages, lead­
ing to an im provem ent i*i p ro fit 
m argins ; and in  the re-accumula­
tion  p i a substantia l fund of liq u id  
cap ita l seeking investment, as the 
resu lt of far-reaching liqu ida tion  
and low in terest rates. The d irec t 
in te rven tion  o f the government was 
effective in  b ring ing  about recov­
ery, a t th is  stage, on ly by co n tri­
buting through prom pt action to 
the reopening of the banks. Since 
then i t  began to steer a course to ­
ward in fla tio n , w h ich accelerated 
but d id  no t create the tendency 8b 
increased ac tiv ity .

The emergency w ith  which the 
Roosevelt leg is la tion is concerned 
goes fqp ther and deeper, and looks 
io rw a ru  to a period o f years. T h is  
can be seen by the scope o f tee 
measures themselves, and of (he 
government apparatus w h ich m ust 
oe provided to make them effective 
I t  involves, in  short, the long-term  
fu tu re  of Am erican business, th a t 
is, an attem pt to read just A m eri­
can economic life  to  a new set of 
conditions ap a rt from  the "n a tu ra l” 
and "spontaneous”  recovery which 
is tak ing  place before our eyes.

Every previous cris is  has closed 
a s im ila r recovery, w h ich  has then 
passed on in to  the stage of s ta b ili­
zation or definite p rosperity  and 
then in to  a boom, m arked by new 
high records in  production and 
trade. Sometimes the d r iv in g  force 
has been the opening o f new te r r i­
tory, or new m arke ts ; sometimes 
big crops, or fo re ign wars w h ich  
have s tim ulated Am erican exports ; 
sometimes the g row th  o f new indu ­
stries.

None of these factors m aking fo r  
peaceful s tab iliza tion  and prosper­
ity  açe even in  s igh t today. On 
the con tra ry, the outlook is th a t 
the whole post-crisis period w i l l  be 
marked by severe shocks and v io ­
lent readjustments, both w ith in  

¡American economy and in  its  re­
la tions to other countries.

The Long Range Perspective of 
U. S. Capita lism

When Am erica was changed In 
the course o f the W orld  W ar from  
a debtor to a c red ito r natjon, a 
tremendous readjustm ent was need­
ed in  every single phase of the 
national economy. A  debtor na­
tion  is one w h ich  has no t gu lly  
grown up economically : i t  im ports  
cap ita l, exports raw  m ateria ls and 
foodstuffs, needs a large export 
surplus w ith  which to pay its  debts, 
has re la tive ly  sm all in du s try  and 
an im perfectly  developed o r de­
pendent banking system, a sho rt­
age o f labor and high wages. E x ­
actly the opposite is true  o f the 
economically m ature, ca p ita l ex­
porting  (im p e ria lis t)  c red ito r na­
tion . Am erica even before the 
war, w h ild  s t i l l  a debtor nation, 
had begun to partake of some of 
the characteristics o f the c red ito r 
nation especially in  its  h igh  state 
o f in d u s tr ia l development.

Since the war, however, its  whole 
economic structu re  has been shot 
through w ith  anachronisms and con­
trad ictions. I ts  banking system 
remained a contrad ic tory two-story 
a ffa ir, on top a few score banks of 
w o rld  im portance but w ith  few  or 
no branches a t home, and below 
them, 30,000 coun try  and neigh­
borhood banks, were steadily de­
cimated down to 20,000, by fa ilu res  
in  good times and bad. A g ric u l­
ture, th rough rap id ly  g iv in g  way 
to industry , remained the m ost im ­
po rtant single phase o f economic 
life , .providing a huge export su r­
plus annually, con tra ry  to the  food 
deficits o f every other im portan t 
in d u s tr ia l power. In d u s try  Itse lf, 
w h ile  rap id ly  increasing in  size 
and concentration, has been ex­
po rting  on ly 10-11 per cent of its  
output, a much sm aller p roportion 
than any o ther econom ically ad­
vanced power. The huge export 
surpluses continued, w h ile  re turns 
from  cap ita l exports were begin­
n ing to  come in  and com plicate 
the trans fe r of in te rna tiona l pay­
ments, w h ich  the other in d u s tr ia l 
powers have solved by accepting 
annually more im ports than they 

(Continued on Page 4)
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Furniture Union Accepts 
Left W in g  Proposals

“ The correctly  understood task 
o f the Communist pa rty  dues not 
consist solely of ga in ing inlluence 
over the trade unions, such as they 
are, bu t in  w inn ing , th rough the 
trade unions, an inlluence over the 
m a jo rity  o f the w ork ing  class. Th is 
is  possible only i f  the methods em­
ployed by the pa rty  in  the trade 
unions correspond to the nature and
the tasks of the la tte r ----- I f  the
pa rty  buys its  in lluence in  the trade 
unions on ly a t the price o f a na r­
row ing  down and a factiona liz ing  
on the la tte r, converting them in ­
to aux ilia ries  of the pa rty  fo r  mo­
m entary aims and preventing them 
from  becoming genuine mass organ­
izations, the re la tion  between the 
p a rty  and the class is w ro n g .. . .  
O ut o f th is  springs the po licy o f 
combinations behind the scenes' of 
hushing up, o f adapation to the 
ideas and slogans of others, and 
fin a lly  the complete passage to the 
positions of opportuutsm .” — Loop 
Trotsky.

Am erican indus try  is beginning 
to s t ir  in to  open class struggle. 
Uppermost in  the m ind o f the w o rk ­
ing class is the burn ing question: 
How  can these m iserable depres­
sion wages meet the ris ing  cost of 
liv ing . Spontaneous, elemental 
strikes and protests break out w ith  
increasing frequency from  unex­
pected quarters and in  a surp ris ing 
manner. W hat distresses the boss­
es and annoys the trade union bu- 
rocrats is th a t th is  upsurge does 
no t w a it fo r  the unions to  alct, 
nor does i t  w a it fo r  the“ busy sea­
son” , or fo r  the “ bette r moment” , 
or fo r  the thousand and one ex­
cuses of the conservative labor
“ stra teg is ts”  fo r  delay. I t  hursts 
out fo r  wage increases; i t  bangs 
its  fist, even in  an tic ipa tion  o f the 
“ season” ; i t  gives the bosses a 
foretaste o f w ha t is to fo llow  in  
the “ season” .

Thq. fu rn itu re  in du s try  is no ex­
ception to the trend o f the day. 
On the con tra ry ' i t  s tr ik in g ly  i l lu ­
strates how determined, m ilita n t 
action, in  most cases w ith o u t union 
leadership, can w rest conditions 
and wage increases from  the boss­
es by sporadic s trikes and stop­
pages.

O f the three to fou r thousand up­
holsterers in  greater New York, 
barely three hundred are organized 
in to  both un ions : The F u rn itu re  
W orkers In d u s tr ia l Union and 
Local 76 of the Upholsterers In te r ­
na tiona l, of w h ich  the la tjte r' 
though sm aller in  actua l number, 
has signed agreements w ith  three 
o r fou r shops. Local 70, in  the man­
ner o f a l l A. F. of L. unions, is 
based on the “ job tru s t” , th a t is, 
the contro l of certa in shops through 
agreement w ith  the employer' which 
allow s the la tte r to use the union 
label on his goods and lim its  the 
membership to l i t t le  more than 
those w ork ing  in  these shops. T h is  
gentlemen's agreement between the 
un ion and the boss, w h ile  i t  m a in ­
ta ins  wages and conditions in  the 
union shops above the general level 
o f the unorganized industry , and 
offers protection in  the fo rm  of a 
s tr ik e  fund and other considera­
tions ; nevertheless, i t  qu ite  effec­
tive ly  creates a ba rrie r between the 
unorganized mass, to whom the 
"un ion cannot give jobs” . This 
condition stim ulates the develop­
ment o f reactionary policy, mach­
ine contro l ignoring  of the unor­
ganized and the s t ill in g  of the rank 
and file  in  the union.

The Left Wing in tile Trade
The F u rn itu re  W orkers Indus­

t r ia l  Union was born out of the 
old L e ft w ing  o f Local 70 under the 
leadership o f the T. U. U. L. Under 
the hysterica l lash o f the S ta lin is t 
“ th ird  period”  policy, i t  was not 
d ifficu lt to break off (o r have ex­
pelled) a substantia l group o f the 
union who together w ith  a number 
o f rank and file rs  who had lost 
th e ir  confidence in  the reactionary 
A. F. of L . un ion' form ed the L e ft 
w ing  union. In  the period of its  
existence i t  has advocated the p r in ­
cip le o f one union fo r  the entire  
in dus try  and has stressed the shop 
as the basic u n it o f the union. I t  
has championed the democratic 
righ ts  o f the rank and file  and the 
idea of an in te rna tiona l revo lu­
tion a ry  movement o f labor. On the 
other hand, i t  has succumbed to the 
adven tu ris t practice of the un ited 
fro n t from  below and the theory 
o f “ social Fascism” , w h ich  has pro­
duced w ith in  the un ion the atm o­
sphere, and w ithou t, the po licy, of 
the revo lu tionary sect.

The discontent and unrest among 
the fu rn itu re  workers of Nevv Y ork 
has had a m arked effect on both 
unions' Suddenly Local 76 an­
nounces an organization drive. The 
In d u s tr ia l union intensifies its  ef­
forts. Local 76 makes some head­
w a y ; the F. W . I.  U. leads some 
sm all strikes and stoppages. B u t 
each, n a tu ra lly ' m ust underm ine 
the basis o f the other union in  o r­
der to proceed. And they are both 
met w ith  stony indifference and 
cynicism  on the pa rt of the fu rn i­
tu re  workers who s a y : Tw o houses 
div ided against each othe'r cannot 
stand. A  plague on both your 
houses.

R ealiz ing the bu rn ing  need fo r  
;he un ifica tion  o f the  industry , the 
L e ft w ing  elements in  both unions 
have come fo rw a rd  w ith  the de­
mand fo r  trade  un ion u n ity  on the 
basis o f a figh ting  po licy against 
the boss upholsterers in  the coming 
season' In  the In d u s tr ia l Union, 
we have fought fo r  close to s ix  
months to pu t the question o f the 
u n ity  o f the  unions on the agenda 
o f the union. O ur proposals were 
rid icu led  and rejected. “ No united 
fro n t w ith  the social Fascist lead­

ers” , was the demagogic cry, “ only 
w ith  the rank and f i le ! ”  And so 
(he S ta lin is t leadership in  the In ­
du s tria l staved off the responsibil­
ity  of approaching the A. F. of L. 
organization.

B u t so v ita l is  the issue among 
(lie rank and file  of the union th a t 
i t  could not he postponed fo r  long. 
On M ay 8, a fte r ordering the L e ft 
w ing proposals s tricken fro m  the 
m inutes' and w ith o u t much con- 
lidence in  the outcome of the nego­
tia tions, the S ta lin is t leader^ of 
t lie  union sent a u n ity  proposal to 
[meal 76. W hy was i t  necessary to 
conceal our policy from  the mem­
bership by expunging i t  from  the 
record and then resurrect i t  as 
though i t  were th e ir  own? Unques­
tionab ly because i t  was “ T ro tsky is t 
contraband” . And second, because 
i t  d id n 't jibe  w ith  the pa rty  l in e . . .

In  our next artic le , we w i l l  con­
clude the account of the fig h t fo r  
un ity  o f the fu rn itu re  workers to ­
gether w ith  the L e ft w ing program 
fo r its  achievement.

— C A R L COWL 
— SOL L A N K IN .

SPARTACUS CLUB LECTURES
The Spartacus Youth Club w il l  

hold the fo llo w in g  discussions a t 
open meetings.

J u ly  6: The Student Question— ■ 
the discussion lt'ader w i l l  be com­
rade M annie G arre tt.

J u ly  13: H is to ry  of the M arx is t 
Youth Movements, and the D ra ft  
Thesis of the Plenum o f the Y. C. L.

Meetings are a t 8:15 Thursday 
nights at 126 East 16th St.

f in  Sunday, Ju ly  2, there w i l l  be 
a h ike to Forrest P ark in  Queens. 
Meet at 126 East 16th St. a t 9:30.

The Columbus M eet 
and Muste’s Labor Party

C urrent h is to ry  is harsh ly  prov­
ing the M arx ian  postulate tha t 
(here is  no m iddle course between 
the d ic ta to rsh ip  o f the cap ita lis ts 
and the d ic ta to rsh ip  of the indus­
t r ia l w o rk ing  class. The Am erican 
workers m ust eventually choose the 
path o f Communism and bu ild  the ir 
own Soviet United States o f A m eri­
ca or else endure a period o f bar­
barism. As revo lu tionary M arx is ts  
we can go in to  the un ited fro n t 
w ith  any and a ll groups in  a s trug ­
gle for' immediate, concrete issues 
and a t the same tim e not give up 
nor cease to propogate the above 
idea.

H is to ry  has proved th a t no great 
social problem w i l l  be solved by 
pa rliam enta ry  votes a lone ; advanc­
ed owrkers know th a t by elections 
and trade union a c tiv ity  alone i t  is 
impossible to perm anently raise the 
standard of liv in g  o f the w ork ing 
class or pu t an end to  economic 
crises, unemployment, etc. As revo­
lu tio n a ry  M arx is ts  the Communists 
can go in to  the unions, the unem­
ployed organizations, the fra te rn a l 
groups, e tc .; we can un ite  in  action 
w ith  any and a ll w o rk ing  class 
groups in  an e ffo rt to w in  im m edi­
ate demands, and, a t the same time, 
re ta in  the above position and ex­
p la in  to the workers w hy we are 
try in g  to organize them around a 
revo lu tionary program.

A t the Ju ly  4th Columbus Con­
vention o f Unemployed, called by 
the CPLA through the leadership 
o f the Ohio Unemployed League, 
the Musteites hope to organize a 
"mass labor-fa rm er pa rty ,”  o r a 
“ united mass p a rty  of workers and 
d ir t  farm ers.”  I t  is the duty of 
every revo lu tiona ry  worker, and 
p a rticu la r ly  the Communsits, to 
pa tien tly  exp la in the ro le o f the 
“ labor p a rty ”  to a ll workers and 
to persuade them to active ly  oppose 
its  fo rm ation . ( In  th is  respect we 
m igh t advise the S ta lin is t Centra l 
Committee th a t its  fa ith fu l fo llo w ­
ers are pa tien tly  “ w a iting  fo r  the 
p a rty ’s line  and ins tructions”  and 
are, in  the meantime, hesitan t in  
condemning M uste’s Labor P arty  
fo r  fea r the C.C. m igh t support i t . )

However, should our efforts fa il 
to w in  the support of the workers 
and they, in  tu rn , pledge th e ir sup­
port to a “ labor pa rty ,”  then our 
task is not to pooh-pooh i t  from  
w ith o u t but to “revolutionize it from 
w ithin.” T hat is, if ,  in  order to 
keep contact w ith  a good element 
of the w ork ing class, we are forced 
in to  a "labor' pa rty ,”  then we must 
organize ourselves inside as a fra c ­
tio n  fo r the purpose of convincing 
the workers o f the insufficiency and 
inevitable treacherous impotence of 
such a party. .We m ust use the 
“ labor p a rty ”  as an arena in  w h ich 
we shall ta c t fu lly  ag ita te  fo r  a 
Communist p a rty  . . . .  o f course, 
th is  is a hard job, but then Lenin 
taught us by example th a t we should 
“ not drag the labor movement along 
line  o f least resistance”  He taught 
us to avoid the “ easy,”  opportunist 
road and to “ combat spontaneity”  
by “ d ive rtin g ”  the labor movement 
from  its  spontaneous trade unionist, 
“ labor p a rty ”  course in to  the chan­
nels o f revo lu tionary preparation, 
organization and a c tiv ity .
EXPOSE T H E  “ LA B O R  P A R T Y !”

SUPPORT T H E  CO M M UN IST 
P A R T Y !

—N.

CORRECTION
The passage in  the Pocketbook 

workers a rtic le  la s t wdek w h ich  
reads: “ The workers know  th a t 
they can have no fa ith  in  Shipla- 
coff, W olinsky and Co.”  should 
have read “ The workers know th a t 
they can have no fa ith  in  the1 pre­
sent ‘F ra te rn a l C lub’ adm in is tra ­
tion  w h ich  is the h e ir and protect­
or o f the Shiplacoffs and the Wol- 
inskys.”
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O N  T H E  W O R K E R S ' F R O N T
Militant Strikes on 
West Coast

Los Angeles.— The c ity  o f Los 
Angeles has witnessed, and is w it ­
nessing, the beginning of a wave of 
strikes as the workers are com­
mencing to th in k  th a t i t  is  as w e ll 
to starve figh ting  as to  starve w o rk­
ing. About s ix  weeks ago, the 
Cleaners and Dyers struck. Th is 
union is a ililia ted  to the Am erican 
Federation o f La bo r: A  s tr ike  o f 
upholsterers is now going on.

The tw o most im portan t strikes, 
however, are those o f the ag ricu l­
tu ra l workers and of the m illine rs  
who are in  the L e ft w ing  Needle 
Trades ,W orkers In d u s tr ia l Union.

The Mexican a g ricu ltu ra l workers 
are a super-exploited section of the 
Southwestern p ro le ta ria t. These 
workers are generally m ig ra to ry  or 
sem i-m igratory. E n tire  fam ilies 
w ork in  the fields, from  the l i t t le  
ch ildren o f s ix  .and seven to  the 
adults. The wages paid range from  
six  cents an hour fo r seven year 
olds to e igh t cents an hour fo r  
twelve year olds and th irteen  cents 
an hour fo r  adults. Payments 
fo r  w ork  is h igh ly  speculative, as 
the Mexican laborer, under con­
stan t th rea t o f deportation, is  very 
re luc tan t about going to the legal 
channels to co llect his wages. The 
ranchers knew th is  and have been 
quick to take advantage o f the 
Mexican ag ricu ltu ra l p ro le ta ria t.

Beginning as a spontaneous 
strugg le the s trike rs  in  th is  field 
have now reached the number of 
5,000. A rrests o f pickets are a 
da ily  occurrence bu t in  spite o f 
th is  the s tr ike rs ’ m orale is  s t i l l  
h igh.

A  curious phenomenon in  th is  
s tr ike  is the a ttitu d e  o f the M ex­
ican government. Ex-prosident 
Calles has sent the s trike rs  $750 
and President Rodriguez has sent 
them $1,000. The explanation fo r 
th is  most probably is th a t in  order 
to succeed in  present-day M exican 
po litics  w ith  the rad ica lized w o rk­
ers and peasants one has to be 
“ socia list”  or “ labo r”  o r “ ag ra r­
ian” .

Milliners in M ilitant Strike
A nother s tr ike  now going on is 

th a t of the m illin e rs  led by the 
Needle Trades W orkers In d u s tr ia l 
Union. About fo u r o r five weeks 
ago, Golden Bros., the second la rg ­
est shop in  the c ity  attem pted to 
celebrate the “ New Deal”  in  a f i t ­
tin g  fashion. They introduced a 
piece-work, speed-up system. The 
workers, amongst whom were a 
nucleus of L e ft wingers, stopped 
w ork  w ith o u t going down in to  the 
street and brought the Golden 
Bros, to th e ir  knees.

The v ic to ry  a t Golden Bros, be­
came the ta lk  and in sp ira tion  o f 
the m illin e ry  workers who are most 
desperately in  need of m ilita n t o r­
ganization. The union is g row ing 
da ily . I t  has increased its  mem­
bership ten-fo ld a t least in  the last 
month, since the tr ium p ha n t stop­
page a t Golden Bros.

The m illin e ry  trade has a large 
representation o f Communists and 
sym pathizers. The new s p ir it  
amongst the workers also had a 
thaw ing  effect upon the Commun­
ists and L e ft wingers. Long silent, 
they have once more begin a g ita t­
ing. The next f ru its  of th e ir  ag i­
ta tion  has been a s tr ike  a t Lubes 
H a t W orks, where fo r ty  workers 
walked ou t demanding the 44-hour 
week, (they were w ork ing  48 hours) 
d iv is ion of w ork, recogn ition of a 
shop committee and the cessation 
of wage cutting.

A  picket line  was th row n  around 
Lubes. T h is  line  was re-enforced 
w ith  g ir ls  from  other shops, p a r t i­
cu la rly  from  Golden Bros, in  a de­
m onstration o f so lida rity . The 
“ Red Squad”  d id  not succeed in  in ­
tim id a tin g  the g ir ls  and men on 
strike . In  fo rty -e ig h t hours, the 
bosses a t Lubes surrendered to  a ll 
the demands of the workers.

I f  the m illin e ry  m arke t wsCs 
a s tir  w ith  hope a fte r the f irs t v ic ­
to ry  a t Golden’s, the condition of 
the workers’ m inds a fte r the sec­
ond b r i l l ia n t  v ic to ry  can on ly be 
le ft to the im agination. The w o rk ­
ers lyere inspired, but the bosses’ 
chief emotion was one of fea r and 
alarm .

M ru Sam Golden is the vice-pre­
sident o f the M illin e ry  Ass’n, the 
bosses’ organization. In  an evid­
en tly  planned attack, the bosses of 
the Golden Bros, shop began to lay 
the ground w o rk  of again attem pt­
ing to  in troduce the piece-work 
system. The workers who are 
nervously a le rt demanded o f the 
Golden Bros., the g iv ing  up of 
these plans. When the Messrs. 
Golden refused, the workers walked 
out to the number of 70 ou t o f 90 
employed. O f the 20 rem aining, 
most of them were relatives. Th is 
was about a week ago.

The f irs t  day o f the  s tr ik e  w i t ­
nessed the a rrest o f two pickets, 
comrade E lsie Meyers and Helen 
Costello. Th is d id  not in  any way 
fr igh te n  the s trike rs . P icke ting  
kept r ig h t on in  sp ite  of the almost 
unbelievably b ru ta lity  o f the most, 
despicable collection o f human f ilth  
which bears the t it le  o f “ Red 
Squad” . Thursday n ig h t s ix  more 
pickets were arrested. They are!

s t i l l  in  ja i l '  as charge a fte r charge 
is being placed against them m ak­
ing b a il impossible to secure. The 
o rig in a l s trike rs , however, are out 
nearly one hundred per cent.

S trike  meetings, held under the 
leadership of the chairm an of the 
s tr ike  committee, comrade Sam 
Meyers, an active L e ft Opposition­
ist, are as enthusiastic now as on 
(lie  f irs t day of the strike . The 
workers are g ird in g  themselves fo r  
a long tim e struggle. The bosses 
arc doing like-wise.

The Chamber o f Commerce pre­
sented M r. Golden w ith  a $5,000 
check to be used in  keeping Los 
Angeles the “ w h ite  spot”  of the 
country.

However, like  a pack of wolves, 
the other m anufacturers are 
snatching the Golden Bros.’ orders 
away as deliveries are not made. 
M r. Golden’s bank cred it is  none 
too high. V ic to ry  is possible fo r 
the s trike rs  provided the leadership 
o f the union can fo rm u la te  and 
apply correct policies.

The need a t the moment is a 
mass picket line. T h is  piebtet line 
should bear the character of a u n i­
ted fron t. The issue is  elementary 
and appeals to the pro le ta rian  in ­
stincts of every workers o f every 
type of labor organization. W ill 
the leadership of the union make 
th is  appeal to every progressive 
labor organ ization o r w i l l  they re­
ta in  th e ir  old position o f “ united- \ 
front-from -be low ”  only? O r w hat 
is s t i l l  worse, w i l l  they give lip ;  
service to  the idea o f a genuine 
un ited fro n t and sabotage i t  in  ac­
tion?

The s trike  can be won provided 
a correct po licy is followed. The 
L. O. in  Los Angeles w i l l  attem pt 
to po in t out th is  correct policy in ­
side o f the union and in  the strug­
gle, itse lf..

Th is s tr ik e  wave p a rtic u la r ly  in  
the N. T ' W. I .  U., the only T. U. 
U. L . group of anywhere near a 
bonafide character in  Los Angeles, 
has caught the pa rty  unprepared. 
Long paralyzed by the u ltra L e ft-  
ism of the C. I., the w o rke r Com­
m unists are re-learn ing the a r t  of 
leadership in  the every day strug­
gles of the workers. Once libe r­
ated from  the effects of the “ T h ird  
Period” ' they are becoming s k il l­
fu l Communist organizers and not 
pa rro ting  sectarians. In  the class 
struggle itse lf, the correctness o f 
the views of the L e ft Opposition 
are being shown. The worker-Com- 
m unist, a fte r these struggles, w i l l  
not be the easy prey fo r  a pencil­
pushing, “ in fa llib le ”  bureaucrat.

| The ac tiv ities  o f the L . O. in  the 
a g ricu ltu ra l fields, in  the Needle 

j Trades workers, in  the unemployed 
I organizations are p u ttin g  the L e ft 
Opposition on the map. O ur in flu ­
ence is grow ing rap id ly , and w h ile  
our membership is grow ing in  an 
extrem ely slow pace disproportion- 
a id  w ith  the grow th of our in flu ­
ence, organ iza tiona lly  too, we can 
m ark some progress. — C. C.

The Teachers Union and the 
Fight for Union Democracy

Bosses Lockout Pocket- 
book Workers

B U LLETIN
As we go to press we learn 

that tlie leadership of tlie Poc­
ketbook Workers’ Union were 
forced by tlie pressure of tlie 
workers in tlie Union to call a 
general strike in the trade in  
New York.

In  the past issue o f The M ilitant 
we described the present s itua tion  
in  t in ' Pocketbook W orkers Union. 
Now we w i l l  show in  b r ie f the de­
velopment th a t took place fo r  the 
las t few days.

Since last wee'k, the In d u s tr ia l 
Council o f the Leather Goods Em ­
ployers Association took the o f­
fensive and locked out 2000 w ork- 
uers from  t lK 'ir  shops. The em­
ployers are demanding open shops. 
The union was forced to  answer 
the lockout w ith  a s tr ik e  against 
the association shops only.

The “ F ra te rna l C lub”  adm in is­
tra tio n  d id  not c a rry  out thd de­
cision o f the membership to ca ll a 
general s trike  in  the industry .

A  s tr ike  in  the Association shops 
w ill give the bosses a chance to  
makd th e ir  samples in  the indepen­
dent shops. Th is w i l l  prolong the 
strugg le o f the workers in  the As­
sociation shops. The progressives 
and the Leather W orkers Society 
who are the leaders in  the general 
s trike  committed are ju s t as respon­
sible as the adm in is tra tion  fo r  not 
ca lling  a general s tr ik e  in  the 
whole industry.

Furtherm ore, a t the last medting 
of the general s tr ike  committee 
when election o f a l l im portan t com­
m ittees to lead the s tr ik e  took place, 
the M attins, the D av id  Myers, the 
Drevnowitzes voted against the 
L e ft w ing  to  be representdd in  the 
im portan t committees. They again 
un ited w ith  the “ F ra te rna l C lub”  
against the rank and file. T h is  de­
monstrates th a t the adm in is tra tion  
and th e ir  a lliance are not in te r­
ested in  a strugg le against the 
employdrs. They are more in te r­
ested in  the fa t plums ( fo r  them) 
o f the In d u s tr ia l Recovery B il l,  the 
way i t  was explained by our man-

ager Stein a t the* Rand School meet­
ing  las t Monday. The L e ft w ing 
m ust be on guard, mobilize its  
forces, exp la in  to the workers tha t 
our leaders together w ith  the 
cliques are not interested to figh t 
the bosses, bu t ra the r patch up an 
agreement th a t may be worse than 
the present agreement.

*  »  *  *

I t  w i l l  be of in terest fo r  the 
Pocketbook W ork i'rs  and fo r  read­
ers o f The M il ita n t to know to 
w hat a deplorable s itua tion  the 
present leadership brought the 
l ’ockdtbook W orkers. We have a 
m anufacture r by the name of M o r­
r is  W hite. T h is  employer was and 
is today one of the largest manu­
facturers in  the industry . M orris  
W liitd , as many other employers, 
gambled a t W a ll S treet and in ­
vested in  other speculations. He 
lost the money he made from  the 
■sweat and blood o f his workers 
du ring  tlid  W a ll Street crash. A f ­
te r the crash, M orris  W hite  de­
clared h im self bankrupt, and clos­
ed his fac to ry . The workers w a lk ­
ed the streets and starved w ith  
thd ir fa ip ilies. When the workers 
had been starved out, M orris  W hite 
opened his shop again. He signed 
an agreement w ith  the union and 
threw  out some 00 p t'r cent of the 
workers from  the slioi>. Th is was 
hailed as a v ic to ry  by the adm in is­
tra tion .

| A t the same tim e, or before ye*t,
1 M orris  W hite  opent'd another shop 
I out o f town in  B ridgeport, Conn.
' I f  we would have even an honest 
conservative adm in is tra tion , the 
union would have sent out an o r­
ganizer or a committee from  tim e 
to tim e and organize or make an 
attem pt to organize the B ridgeport 
shop. The present adm in is tra tion  
d id  not get in  touch w ith  the w o rk ­
ers o f thd B ridgeport shop. The 
resu lt was th a t M orris  W hite  de- 

I cided to make up his money he 
| lost gam bling in  W a ll Street as 
, quick, as possible, n a tu ra lly  a t the 
! expense* o f the workers as his man- 
! ager .W alinsky taught him . The 
! ph ilan th rop is t .Morris W h ite  saw 
to i t  th a t his workers in  the N. Y. 

i shop should not make more th a t 
| $10 to  $15 a week. W orkers who 
1 protested we're not given any w ork  
altogether. In  B ridgeport he paid 
his w o rk i'rs  from  $4 to $8 a week. 
In  N. Y. shop he made samples, 
in  B ridgeport he made* the work 
o f the N. Y. shop, and the workers 
in  the N. Y. shop w ent around idle.

No m atter how many tim es the 
workers in  N. Y. pleaded w ith  the 
union officials to take a stand 
against M orris  W hite  bu t i t  fe l l  on 
deaf ears. M orris  AVhite gave 
such treatm ent to his workers in  
N. Y. and in  B ridgeport th a t the* 
non-union workers in  B ridgeport 
revolteel two weeks ago and w ent 
out in  s trike  w ith o u t the knowledge 
of the union. According to in l’or 
niation, eve'll the Chamber o f Com­
merce urged the workers not to go 
back to w ork  t i l l  employer would 
g ran t a raise in  wages. The em­
ployer d id  g ran t a raise* of a dol­
la r or tw o a week. Under the in ­
fluence of the Chamber of Com­
merce— le ft w ith o u t union gu id­
ance— the worke'rs went back to 
w ork w ith o u t union conditions and 
w ith o u t recognition o f the union.

A t the same tim e, a committee 
of the N .  Y .  s h o p  went, to B ridge­
po rt to investigate w hat was tak in g  
place* there. When M orris  W hite  
saw the committee, he arrested the 
members and tr ie d  to fram e the 
committee mc'n. B u t he fa iled  in  
his efforts. The committee was 
freed. When the committee re ­
turned to N. Y., a shop meeting 
was called. A t  th is  meeting the 
workers forced the union to take 
a stand and i t  was decided to ca ll 
a s trike  against M orris  W h ite ’s 
shops.

W hat does th is  sign ify? Had 
thd union been in  touch w ith  the 
workers of B ridgeport, both shops 
would have s truck  together, and 
v ic to ry  would have been assured 
against M orris  AVhite. T h is  would 
have been a death blow to tlidse 
methods and a w arn ing  against 
other employers, especially against 
the In d u s tr ia l Council who demand­
ed open shops, and refused to re­
new the agreement w ith  the union. 
Our “ F ra te rna l C lub”  adm in is tra­
tion  have acted the other way 
around. They have' not u tilized  the 
discontent o f the workers, they 
have not been in  touch w ith  the 
workers in  Bridgeport, and lost the 
best opportun ity  to organize the* 
workers. The workers of the M or­
r is  W hite  shop in  N. Y. are waging 
a m ilita n t struggle, but the s itua ­
tion  in  Bridge'port is not so rosy due 
to the negligt'nce of the adm inis­
tra tio n  to be on the spot i i i  tim e 
and make the necessary prepara­
tions.

T h is shows the workers cannot 
have any illus ions th a t th is  lead­
ersh ip can lead the workers to v ic ­
to ry . On the con tra ry, they w i l l  
lead them to disaster and defeat.

— N. D. F.

(Continued from  last week)
I t  is no accident tha t in  the 

period of the "sa lary a ttack ” , from  
September, 1932 to the present 
date, ,tlie  L e ft w ing grew in  size 
and yilluence, increased in  boldness 
and aggressiveness and pressed the 
attack more sharply against the 
union adm in is tra tion . I i i  sound­
ing the a larm  in  tim e and conduct­
ing a persistent ag ita tion  fo r  the 
union to energetically resist the 
a ttack on the teachers’ salaries the 
L e ft w ing was only doing its  duty 
and serving the interests of the 
teachers and the union. T ha t is 
why i t  won the sympathy o f a num ­
ber of teachers and increased its  
ranks.

The reply of the adm in is tra tion  
to th is  campaign of the L e ft w ing 
was an attem pt to silence i t  by 
expulsions. In  th is  the ad m in is tra ­
tion was continu ing the po licy which 
i t  had adopted against the L e ft 
w ing in  1931. In  tha t year i t  pro­
posed the expulsion of the Progres­
sive Group. Th is was not realized. 
In  June 1932, i t  attem pted to expel 
the entire  Rank adn F ile  group. 
By September of th a t year the ad­
m in is tra tion  changed its  plan and 
proposed to  expel on ly the leading- 
members o f the Rank and F ile . To 
th is  l is t  i t  added a leading member 
o f the Progressive Group. The 
to ta l number was eighteen. By 
October th is  number was reduced to 
twelve. By the tim e th is  proplfeal 
reached the membership of the 
union the number slated fo r  expul­
sion was reduced to s ix.

The steady re trea t o f the ad­
m in is tra tion  reflected the pressure 
of the L e ft w ing  and the union 
membership w h ich the L e ft w ing 
successfully aroused against these 
reactionary proposals. The expul­
sion proceedings, w h ich  were be­
gun in  June 1932 reached the mem­
bership fo r  action A p r i l 29, 1933. 
The sentiment against expulsion 
was so marked by th is  tim e th a t 
the adm in is tra tion  changed its  
plans in  the meeting and proposed 
suspension. T h is  was defeated— a 
v ic to ry  fo r the L e ft  w ing !

Disloyalty
A t the he ight o f its  expulsion 

campaign; the adm in is tra tion  re­
sorted- to a d is loya l act. Upon the 
request o f Le fkow itz , Begun was 
summoned to  appear a t a hearing 
before O’Shea to answer charges 
w h ich involved his possible dis­
missal from  the school system ! A t 
the hearing, L in v ille , president of 
the union, testified against Begun ! 
These were acts o f treachery. The 
union exists fo r  the purpose o f de­
fending the teachers against abuses 
by the B. of E. I t  cannot pe rm it 
the B. o f E. to  intervene in  its  in ­
terna l affa irs. And i t  cannot to le r­
ate in  its  ranks, be they rank and 
file rs or leaders, in fo rm ers to the 
B. o f E. against its  members.

The expulsion campaign was ac­
companied by an undercover cam­
paign o f incitem ent of the conser­
vative, and even reactionary pre­
judices o f a la rge number o f the 
union membership against rad ica l­
ism and Communism. T h is  was 
the counterpart in  the un ion to 
the same campaign conducted by 
the B. of E. in  the system gener­
a lly . I t  is unquestionable th a t the 
present expulsion proceedings from  
the system by the B. o f E. which 
involves the outstanding m ilita n ts  
of the L e ft w ing, is, in  large part, 
the f r u it  o f the expulsion cam­
paign from  the un ion waged biy 
the union adm in is tra tion . For 
this, too, the union adm in is tra tion  
m ust assume its  share o f responsi­
b ility .

Democratic Rights Violated
The expulsion campaign was also 

accompanied by the most flag ran t 
v io la tions o f the democratic righ ts  
of the union membership. Meetings 
w h ich manifested sym apthy w ith  
L e ft w ing proposals and which 
threatened to  c a rry  them, were 
a rb itra r ily  adjourned by the ad­
m in is tra tion  on technical pretexts. 
Alotions, resolutions, etc., presented 
and supported by the adm in is tra­
tion  were ra ilroaded through. M in ­
o r ity  points of view were ruled out 
o f order, or denied the r ig h t of 
expression. C ontrary to the charge 
of the adm in is tra tion , the fr ic tio n  
and disorder a t the union meet­
ings, m ust be a ttribu ted , not to 
the L e ft w ing m in o rity , but to the 
a rb itra ry  practices of the adm in i­
stra tion , w h ich sought mechanic­
a lly  to regain its  hold over the 
membership, often in  d irec t con­
trad ic tion  to the w i l l  o f the mem­
bership itse lf, in  short, by its  per­
sistent refusa l to recognize, in  prac­
tice, the r ig h t o f m inorities to ex­
is t and function as organized 
groups, an essential condition of 
trade union democracy, the adm in­
is tra tio n  has demonstrated its  re­
actionary character.

The fig h t between the adm in is tra ­
tion  and the L e ft w ing  has been 
a tense and heated one. I f  the 
issues involved have not been made 
as clear to the union membership 
as they should have been, due to 
false policies o f the L e ft w ing  on 
many questions and the div is ion 
In its  ranks, th is  served on ly  to 
make the figh t more heated and 
to produce a s itua tion  in  the union 
which threatened to paralyze i t  and 
even included the poss ib ility  o f a 
sp lit. The responsib ility  fo r  th is  
s itua tion  lies, p rinc ipa lly , on the 
shoulders of the adm in is tra tion . 
The Special Grievance Committee 

B u t the adm in is tra tion  tr ie d  to 
pu t the responsib ility  on the L e ft 
w ing. The Special Grievance Com­
m ittee w h ich  was elected to hear 
t h e  adm in is tra tion ’s charges 
against L e ft w ing  leaders and re ­
po rt on them, also took up the

s itua tion  in  the tp iion and p ro ­
posed" a solution lo r  it .  The re­
po rt is the "supreme'’ e ffo rt of the 
adm in is tra tion  in  its  lig h t against 
the L e ft w ing. F our of the live 
members of the Grievance Com­
m ittee were among those who pre­
ferred the charges'. !

Over th is  flag ran tly  bureaucratic 
set-up the. adm in is tra tion  tried  to 
draw the veil of respectab ility. I t  
nominated and elected as the f if th  
member o f tile  Committee— John 
Dewey, noted libe ra l, fa the r of the 
League* fo r  Independent P o litica l 
Action and ins trum en ta lis t. Dewey, 
to whom the d ra ft o f the report 
is a ttribu ted  did his job well. The 
report is a m ountain of confusion. 
I t  asserts several lim es tha t the 
difference between the L e ft w ing 
and the adm in is tra tion  involves 
fundam ental questions of union 
policy,: "— the union is faced not 
w ith  a m atte r of personal con­
troversy, but w ith  differences of 
policy th a t are fundam ental to its  
existence” ; “ — (the ) m ain cause 
(o f the conflic t in  the union j  is 
the existence o f a conception (on 
the p a rt of the L e ft w ing) as to 
the proper functions and objectives 
of the union.”  (page 4.)

The Delegate Assembly
N otw ithstand ing, the report care­

fu lly  re fra ins  from  analysis o f the* 
fundam ental questions of policy 
involved. I t  deals only w ith  "sec­
ondary”  questions. I ts  thesis is tha t 
the figh t over the fundam ental 
questions produced an in to le rab le  
s itua tion  in  the union which th rea t­
ened its  continued existence. For 
I his s itua tion , like  the adm in is tra­
tion, i t  holds the L e ft w ing respon­
sible. On th is  m otiva tion , p rin c ip a l­
ly, i t  made several proposals, w h ich 
helps pu t the un ion in  the pocket 
o f the adm in is tra tion . The most im ­
portant changes the structu re  of 
the union. “ 1. The creation o f an 
assembly whose delegates w i l l  be 
elected to represent the members in  
th e ir respective schools. Th is assem­
bly w i l l  have the powers— deliber­
ative and voting— now exercized a t 
business meetings.”

This effects a rad ica l change in  
the s tructure  o f the* union. P o in t 2 
o f the Committee's proposals d is­
to rts  th is  s trucu ra l change in  an 
outrageously bureaucratic manner :”  
Business meetings o f the member­
ship to discuss, deliberate, and sug­
gest to the Assembly but not to 
commit the union to any policy”. 
(O ur emphasis). B y th is  d is to rt­
ed version of the shop delegate 
system the reactionary ad m in is tra ­
tion  is a im ing to shut off m in o rity  
expression and deaden and fu rth e r 
conservatize the organization.

A figh t over fundam ental ques­
tions of po licy cannot be solved 
mechanically nor by adm in is tra tive  
measures. The recourse of the ad­
m in is tra tion  to these methods says, 
on the one hand, th a t i t  cannot 
match, its  policies against the L e ft 
w ing and on th is  basis defeat it .  
On the other hand th is  proposal 
and other resolutions introduced by 
the adm in is tra tion  g iv in g  the E x ­
ecutive Board sole power, to sus­
pend and expel, the ou tlaw ing  of 
opposition groups, etc., which are 
aimed ostensibly a t the L e ft w ing 
are, in  rea lity , blows directed 
against the democratic righ ts  of 
the union membership.

I f  i t  is  not defeated the adm in i­
s tra tion  may succeed in  s tillin g , not 
on ly the opposition, but the collec­
tive  in it ia t iv e  of the union mem­
bership. Th is w i l l  be a long step 
fo rw a rd  tow ard the destruction o f 
the union.

The L i*ft w ing  m ust adapt its e lf 
to the new s itua tio  nand w ork  to 
penetrate the Assembly. There and 
in  the school i t  m ust ca rry  on the 
figh t against the adm in is tra tion  fo r  
trade union democracy and the 
democratic reform  o f the Delegate 
Assembly.

SUBSCRIBE TO 
“UNSER WORT”

W orkers and friends who read 
German and are interested in  get­
t ing  f irs t  hand accounts o f condi­
tions in  Germany can do so by 
subscribing to Unser W ort, the 
ille g a l organ of the German L e ft  
Opposition, published in  Prague.

The paper appears every other 
week. Subscriptions are fo r  a year 
on ly and are $2.00. Subscriptions 
m ust be accompanied by currency. 
Checks and money orders w i l l  not 
do.

Comrades who subscribe m ust 
take in to  account the tim e element 
involved. They m ust a llow  tim e 
fo r  th e ir  subs to reach the center 
here, and ten days fo r  the sub to 
reach Prague and on top  of th a t 
ten days to tw o  weeks add itiona l 
fo r  the paper to reach them. In  
short, the f irs t copy should reach 
the comrade about three weeks af- 
•ter rem ittance to us.

Address a ll subs to Unser Wort, 
care of the M ilitant, 126 East 16th 
Street, New York City.
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Discussion of the German Tasks
The d ra ft  reso lu tion (u n fo rtu n ­

ate ly. undated) clears up some d if ­
ferences (rea l and im aginary, th a t 
is, based on m isunderstandings), 
bu t a t the same tim e  le ft  others 
untouched. The task o f the pre­
sent g ritic ism  consists in  defining 
as exactly as possible the rea l char­
acter of the differences today.

1. The reso lu tion ascertains 
r ig h t a t the beginning th a t “ the 
collapse o f the C. 1“. G. has de­
prived  the slogan of its  re form  of 
a l l content” , in  other words, th a t 
the C. 1’ . G. cannot be regenerated. 
Needless to say th is  declaration, 
w h ich  signifies the renunciation o f 
the position th a t we a ll held up to 
M arch 5, bears a tremendous sig­
nificance fo r  a ll o f our a c tiv ity .

Paragraph 3 of the  reso lution 
says: “ The development is in  the 
d irec tion  of a new p a rty ” . Th is 
thesis completes the preceding one 
and thus res tric ts  extrem ely the 
sphere o f differences. The leading 
comrades o f the German section re­
cognizes th a t the S ta lin is t p a rty  in  
Germany is p o lit ic a lly  liqu ida ted 
and th a t the German Communist 
P a rty  w i l l  reconstitute its e lf as a 
new party , outside o f the S ta lin is t 
organization.

2. B u t le t us quote more ex­
tensively from  paragraph 3 : “ A l­
though the development is in  the 
d irec tion  o f a new pa rty , the 
slogan o f the creation o f the la t ­
te r would be prem ature and false.”  
The whole sense of th is  sentence 
lies in  the content th a t one gives 
the te rm  “ slogan” : i t  may be in ­
terpreted as both an open proclam ­
ation of our new position w ith  re­
gard to the offic ia l p a rty  as w e ll 
as an appeal fo r  the im m ediate 
creation o f a new p a rty  w ith  the 
ex is ting elements. Inso fa r as the 
second in te rp re ta tion  is concerned, 
i t  would be the most rid icu lous sort 
of adventurism . Among ourselves, 
no one has made such a proposal. 
I f '  a t the opening o f the discus­
sion, such m isunderstandings could 
arise, the exchange o f opinion d u r­
ing  the last few  weeks has created 
absolute c la r ity  on th is  score. I t  
is  not a m a tte r fo r  us of decreeing 
bu reaucra tica lly  the creation o f a 
new pa rty , but o f procla im ing open­
ly  our position towards the old 
p a rty  as w e ll as our new perspec-, 
t iv e  fo r  w ork. I t  w ould be im per­
m issible to d im in ish  o r to mask the 
significance o f th is  tu rn . Our course 
is one of propaganda for a new 
party and preparation for it. I t  is  
necessary to speak ou t c lea rly  and 
openly about th is  change. A re  we 
agreed on this? The d ra ft  resolu­
tion  does not o ffer the  necessary 
c la r ity .

3. A fte r  a correct po in t of de­
pa rtu re  the resolution then fa lls  in ­
to  a number o f contradictions, 
masks its  fundam ental declarations 
and does no t g ive any p ra c tica l 
d irectives. The slogan o f the “ new 
p a rty ” , says the reso lution, w i l l  re­
pel a l l c r it ic a l o r sem i-critica l Com­
munists. W hy? Obviously because 
they s t i l l  believe in  the re fo rm  of 
the o ld  pa rty . The devoted but 
shortsighted revo lu tion is ts , who a t 
the cost of great sacrifices' w i l l  at 
tem pt to reestablish the S ta lin is t 
p a rty  in  il le g a lity  w i l l  n a tu ra lly  
show themselves to be hostile  to  
our a ffirm a tio n  th a t the “ perspec­
tive  o f the re fo rm  of the C. P. G. 
no longer bears any content”  and 
th a t “ the development is in  the 
d irec tion  of a new p a rty ” . B u t i t  
is  precisely on these two. theses 
th a t we find agreement w ith  the 
German leadership. W hat sha ll we 
do about it?  Shall we keep these 
ideas to ourselves without express­
ing them out loud in  o rder not to 
repel from  us the partisans o f re­
form ? Such a position would be 
altogether unw orthy  o f M arx is ts  
and I  do not doubt th a t the Ger­
man comrades do no t have th is  in  
m ind. Under thd blows o f experi­
ence the Utopians o f re fo rm  w i l l  
become convinced th a t we are cor­
rect. The more f irm ly  and the 
more s w ift ly  we sha ll establish 
our position, the greater w i l l  be 
our p o lit ic a l au th o rity .

4. The d ra ft  reso lu tion . poses 
the question o f the creation of 
eadres. In  its e lf  th is  slogan is  ab­
so lu te ly irreproachable. I t  is  on ly  
necessary to re p ly : fo r  w ha t pu r­
p le ,  the cadres? For the re form  
o f the old p a rty  o r fo r  the  con­
s truc tion  o f the new one? I f  un­
der such conditions, we take the 
road o f d ip lom atic  silence, the 
S ta lin is ts  w i l l  demand an answer 
ju s t the same of us and we sha ll 
appear before the rlank and file  
Communists like  those augurs who 
have tw o doctrines, one fo r  them­
selves and one fo r  the un in itia ted . 
I t  is  clear th a t the au thors o f the 
reso lution cannot w ant and do no t 
such a dup lic ity .

5. In  the d ra ft  reso lu tion as 
w e ll as in  other documents the idea 
is o ften repeated th a t the perspec­
tive  o f a new p a rty  is correct, bu t 
th a t the advanced workers are no t 
prepared “ psychologically” . I f  i t ’s 
a m atte r o f crea ting  a new p a rty  
im m ediate ly, then the workers are 
no t prepared' no t on ly "psychologi­
c a lly ” , but also p o lit ic a lly  and theo­
re tica lly . The necessary cadres are 
lack ing  and the ex is ting  cadres 
have no masses. I t  is  im possible 
to understand the reference to 
“ psychology”  otherw ise than  as 
fo llow s : our own pa rtis ians and 
even our sympathizers and semi­
sym pathizers are no t prepared 
“ psychologically”  fo r  the  sharp 
change o f perspectives. The au th­
ors o f the reso lu tion confuse, qu ite 
obviously, tw;o questions: the  pre­
pa ra tion  o f the pro le ta rian  van­
guard fo r  the creation o f a new 
Communist p a rty  and the prepara­
tio n  p f our own organ ization fo r  
a courageous and decisive change 
o f our own o rien ta tion  in  the  ques­
tion  o f the  o ld  and the new party.

A  Reply to the N . C. 
of the German 

Opposition

Here we are no t concerned w ith  
anything but thin second task. I t  
results not from  any “ psychology” , 
th a t is  to  say, fro m  the state o f 
m ind o f various layers o f the p ro­
le ta ria n  vanguard, bu t fro m  the 
whole o f the objective con d itions : 
from  the v ic to ry  of Fascism and 
the collapse of the ix fiic y  as w e ll 
as the organ ization of the S ta lin ­
ists. The state o f m ind of the 
workers can yet change— especial­
ly  in  the sense o f an ever clearer 
understanding o f th is  h is to ric  fact, 
i iu t  the po litica l a ttitud e  (perspec­
tive ) of the h e ft Opposition should 
not have as its  po in t o f departure 
the ilu c tu a tin g  sentiments of the 
heart, but the objective changes in  
the s itua tion .

(J. To in te rp re t the slogan of the 
new p a rty  as a mechanical u n if i­
cation w ith  the elements of decom­
position of the old p a rty  (Brand- 
lerites, S. A. 1’ ., Leninbund) would 
not only bo an absurd ity  bu t a 
simple mockery o f our en tire  past. 
W ith  regard to  one group o r an­
other, we can only speak o f tak ing  
some steps together, steps d ic ta t­
ed by the s itua tion . So, for- in ­
stance, a t thd  anti-Fascist congress 
we should seek an understanding 
w ith  the Sneevliet group, the S. 
A. P. (German Socia list Labor 
P a rty ), etc.' against the b loc of 
Muenzenberg w ith  Barbusse and 
the H indu  bourgeoisie. There is 
not the s lightest reason fo r  con­
fus ing  tac tica l undersatndings of 
th is  order w ith  the question o f the 
new party . Only one th in g  can be 
sa id : s k il lfu l tac tica l agreements, 
on the basis of a correct strateg ic 
line, can accelerate the process of 
the fo rm ation  of cadres fo r  the 
Communist party .

7. In  the German documents, 
the slogan o f the “ new p a rty ”  is 
counterposed w ith  the slogan o f a 
“ new Z im m crw a ld ” . I t  is  abso­
lu te ly  impossible to understand th is  
counter-posing o f things. Z immer- 
wa ld represented a tem porary bloc 
of M arx is ts  and Centrists. The 
fo rm er marched under the slogan

of the T h ird  In te rn a tio n a l; the 
la tte r  under the slogan of the re­
form  of the Second In te rna tiona l. 
There were, to be sure, some par­
tic ipan ts  who avoided answering 
the question: fo r  the I I .  o r the I I I .  
In te rn a tio n a l' ’by h id in g  th e ir  hesi­
ta tio n  under the banner of Z immer- 
wa ld “ in  general” .

The accord proved to be an 
episode, w h ile  the slogan o f the 
T h ird  In te rn a tio n a l has determ ined 
the revo lu tiona ry  po licy o f the 
whole new epoch. A t  the present, 
the questions are the same. The 
accord, le t us say, w ith  the S. A. 
I ’ ., can become an episode (much 
less im portan t than  th a t o f Zim - 
m erw ald) on the road to a new 
p a r ty ; bu t these are tw o d iffe ren t 
questions.

8. By the way, how is the ques­
tion  o f the S. A. P. posed? In  the 
struggle fo r th e ir  own preservation, 
the leaders o f the S. A . P.‘ w ith ou t 
g iv ing  an answer to any o f the 
program m atic questions, disassoci­
ated themselves from  the  L e ft Op­
position, a lleg ing th a t we s t i l l  n u r­
tured illus ions about the C. P. G. 
Th is fundam ental argum entation 
has been e lim inated since, by the 
march o f events. Addressing ou r­
selves to the S. A. P. we sa y : “ A f ­
ter M arch 5, we are also concerned 
w ith  the creation o f a new party. 
B u t a pa rty  is created on the basis 
of a program. W hat is you r p ro­
gram ?”  I t  is  necessary fo r  us to 
be able to u tiliz e  the advantage of 
our new position. I f  the leaders of 
the S. A. P. is not, obviously, the 
only now in  the process o f elabor­
a ting  th e ir  program, we can offer 
them qu ite openly our pa rtic ipa tion  
in  the program  discussion and p ro­
pose even the creation of common 
theoretica l discussion organ, n a tu r­
a lly  preserving our en tire  independ­
ence o f organ ization as w e ll as our 
p o lit ic a l jou rna l. The question o f 
the S. A. P. is not, obviously' the 
decisive question. N e ither do we 
w ant to substitu te  i t  fo r  other 
questions, hu t on ly to place i t  side 
by side w ith  them, ns a serious 
p a rtia l question.

I  w i l l  sum u p : the discussion has 
already brought th is  re s u lt : i t  has 
cleared up a number o f obvious 
m isunderstandings and has thus re ­
stric ted  the sphere o f the d iffe r­
ence. Nevertheless, before ge tting

a clear and d is tin c t rep ly  from  the 
leading German comrades to the 
questions posed above i t  would be 
prem ature to say th a t the d iffe r­
ences have been overcome. We m ust 
recognize, not on ly fo rm a lly , the 
perspective o f a new pa rty , but we 
m ust draw  fro m  th is  perspective« 
the necessary p rac tica l conclusions 
and figh t in  common agreement fo r 
them.
A p r i l 21, 1933. — G. G.

*  *  *
Note: The Resolution of the 

German leadership (R e ichsle it- 
ung) re ferred to above was pub­
lished in  Tlie M ilitant several 
weeks ago.

The End of A u s t r o - M a r x i s m
(Continued from  las t issue )
The w ar came and as Its  most 

im m ediate consequence, the Habs- 
burg empire collapsed. As to Aus- 
tro-M arx ism , i t  lost the ground un­
derneath its  feet. B u t i t  d id  not 
notice th is . I t  believed th a t its  
period of bloom had on ly begun. 
T ha t was only na tu ra l. The dom­
ina tion  of cap ita lism  was heavily 
shaken and the bourgeoisie could 
not even th in k  o f re h a b ilita tin g  i t ­
self by its  own power. A nd so i t  
transm itted  the task o f reconstruct­
ing economy— th is  is how i t  came 
to be called instead o f : reestab­
lish ing  the cap ita lis t regime— to 
the social democracy.

And the la tte r went about th is  
work w ith  the greatest o f enthus­
iasm, fo r  according to its  view  the 
••reconstruction o f economy”  was 
the prerequis ite  and beginning 
of “ socia liza tion” . And had not 
democracy anyth ing else but the 
autom atic generator o f socializa­
tion? Things were qu ite s im ple: 
I f  cap ita lism  developed, the w o rk ­
ing class grew, and side by side 
w ith  the w ork ing class grdw, and 
the social democracy would grow. 
U ltim a te ly  i t  would have to get the 
m a jo rity  in  the house o f parliam ent 
and then, no obstacle would any 
longer stand in  the way o f socia li­
zation. Society would thus grow 
in to  socialism, w ith o u t revo lution, 
w ith o u t blood-shed, w ith o u t a dic­
ta to rsh ip  and w ith o u t a re ign of 
te rro r.
The Dream  is Punctured, B u t___

B u t one fine day the cup over­
flowed. The bourgeoisie parties dis­
covered th a t they could now get 
along even w ith o u t the social dem­
ocrats and took leave o f th e ir  coal­
it io n  brethen. B u t th a t d id  not 
rouse the social democrats from  
th e ir democratic in tox ica tion . The 
un friend ly  a ttitud e  o f the bourge­
ois parties on ly went to prove to 
them the correctness of the theory 
th a t the social democratic camp 
there arouse a contest o f ca lcu la­
tion  as to the chances o f the pa rty  
fo r the conquest o f parliam ent.

W hile  the la tte r wallowed in  the 
de lights of th is  socia lization-m ath­
ematics, the bourgeois parties ac­
complished a less rom antic  bu t 
much more effective task. They 
cleaned up a ll those conquests of 
the* revo lu tion w h ich the socialists

A  Review of the Past That 
Helps to Understand 

the Present
praised as irrevocable. One a fte r 
the other of these conquests came 
under the knife , so th a t a short 
tim e ago a madame social democrat 
voiced the com pla int in  the Na­
tiona l Assem bly: “ F rom  the com­
monwealth state, w h ich  we were 
supposed to be bu ild in g  up, no th ing 
has remained any longer” .

The bourgeoisie parties were, 
however, of a d iffe ren t opinion. 
They believed th a t there was s t i l l  
a great deal of " revo lu tionary gar­
bage”  th a t had to be cleaned up 
and th a t th is  w o rk  could no t be 
done at a ll by democratic means, or 
at least, not as fas t as they would 
like. Fascism raised its  head and 
is today about to establish its  own 
dom ination.
The Rise of Fascism, U nnoticed___

The oldest Fascist associations, 
the Ile iuw ehreu, arose as early as 
the days o f the overthrow . O r i­
g ina lly  they were only to be bor­
der guards (there fore th e ir  name, 
ile im w ehren  equals Home G uards). 
B u t the reactionaries recognized in  
them, w ith  th e ir u n fa ilin g  in tu i­
tion, the possib ility  of p lay ing  a 
ro le as self-defense organizations 
against the " in te rn a l enemy” .

»The social democrats na tu ra lly  
d id  no t recognize this. As good 
pa trio ts  they even handed out arms 
to the Ile im w ehren . And when the 
Communists brought a tten tion  to 
the "w h ite  guard danger” , the so­
c ia l .democrats; a t th a t tim e on 
the ir honeymoon w ith  the coa lition, 
pu t them off w ith  a je s t : they were 
sow ing w h ite  m i c e . . . .  W hite  
Guards? ¡Something like  th a t could 
exist in  backward Russia, bu t not 
in  a h igh ly  c iv ilized  democratic 
re p u b lic ; th is  was a ll the more so, 
because the democratic w ing  of the 
C hris tian  Socialists, which was at 
t hat tim e s t i l l  strong, d id  not have 
the slightest inc lina tion  fo r  the ad­
venture of a c iv il war.

“ Ile im w elie ren? W hat fo r? ” , said 
Prelate Hauser, “ I  can get every­
th ing  done th a t is necessary by 
agreement w ith  Benner”  (leader of 
the social democracy). And tha t 
was god’s own tru th . E very th ing

L O .  Representative Denounces 

Fascism in Chilean Parliam ent
The fo llow ing  are the h igh 

po in ts o f the discourse delivered 
by comrade E m ilio  Zapato a t the 
special session of the Chilean 
House of Deputies on A p r i l 24, 
1933. Three days la te r ' a t the 
special session o f the Senate of 
the Republic o f Chile, our com­
rade Manuel H ida lgo th rew  the 
workers’ challenge to the recent 
Fascist move when the masked 
measure reached the upper house 
o f the Chilean Parliam ent.

Deputy ZAPATA: A t th is  mo­
ment, heavy w ith  grave alternatives 
fo r  the w ork ing  class, I  come fo r ­
ward, as a representative of the 
Communist L e ft (Chilean Section 
of the In te rn a tio n a l Communist Op­
position, Bols liev iks-Lenin is ts) to
present the v iew po in t of the ex­
ploited masses on the proposed law .

F o r us Communists, th is  a ttem pt 
to give the ex is ting  governm ent ex­
trao rd in a ry  power does no t consti­
tu te  a surprise. We know th a t i t  
is necessary fo r  the ru lin g  class in  
order to impede the protpfets oil 
the \y or leers a t the tim e when the 
noose in  w h ic h 'th e y  are he ld  as a 
class is pulled tig h te r. We know 
i t  is necessary fo r  them in  order 
to easier stop the w orkers ’ com­
p la in ts  when wages are being slash­
ed and unemployment is grow ing. 
By means of such a law  you w i l l  
s tifle  groans o f the workers as they 
w rith e  under the w h ip  o f spread­
ing pauperism ’ The law  you pro­
pose is  necessary fo r  you, to bol­
ster up and strengthen the ex is ting 
forces of class repression.

W ho is sponsoring the projected 
measure' the gross provisions Of 
which do not deserve the fla tte ry  
of detailed analysis?

The same bourgeois parties th a t 
have served a ll d icta torsh ips In  
Chile up to now. They now raise 
s h r ill voices in  the pra ise o f dem­
ocracy. B u t the same bands have 
handed over the na tiona l sources o f 
na tu ra l wealth, our industries and 
the con tro l of the coun try ’s fiscal 
in s titu tion s  to the im p e ria lis t po­
wers. The same elements th a t have 
ever played w ith  the m isery o f the 
Chilean masss are now proposing 
a law  g iv ing  ex trao rd ina ry  powers 
to the ex is ting  government.

S hall we pe rm it ourselves to  be 
fopled by the pretexts they have 
sought to ju s t ify  the proposed mea­
sure. I ts  undoubted aim  spells 
more suffering fo r the workers. By 
means o f it ,  you hope to  s tifle  a ll 
protests against the ¡crimes th a t 
have been and are being perpetra t­
ed by the bourgeois and pe tty  
bourgeois sections here represented.

You are responsible fo r  the ex­
cesses and crimes perpetrated by the 
several adm in is tra tions th a t have 
recently v ic tim ized the country 
a n d .. . .

Deputy URR UTIA  ( in te rru p t­
ing ) : Those were de facto govern­
ments. The honorable deputy should 
be care fu l about m aking d ire c t ac­
cusations.

Deputy ZAPATA: The Conserva­
tives have played an im portan t 
ro le  in  the acts of those govern­
ments. W il l  you deny th a t the 
w o rth y  representatives o f th a t pa rty  
have organized the several conspir­
acies th a t have recently devastated 
the country* Millions of pesos were

stolen from the National Treasury. 
This money is now being used for 
the purpose of solidifying the ex­
istence of your infamous W hite 
Guard.

(T u m u lt in  the Hosue. Several 
deputies speak a t the same tim e.)

Deputy ZAPATA: I  can prove to 
you, honorable gentlemen, th a t the 
commander in chief of this White 
Guard of yours, yes, Sr. Eulogio 
Sanchez Errasuriz himself, is one of 
those who harvested so luxuriantly 
in the period of the recent dicta­
torial governments___!

I  state th a t he robbed the treas­
ury to the tune of one hundred 
million pesos.

(T um u lt. Several deputies speak 
a t the same tim e.)

Deputy U R R U TIA : Can the hon­
orable deputy prove w ha t he has 
said ?

Deputy PER EIR A: The honorable 
deputy is not being e th ic a l. . . .

Deputy U R R U TIA : I t  is  cow ard ly 
to bring  in  here the  discussion o f 
aa person who is no t a member of 
th is  honorable house. T h is  is an 
act o f cow ard ice!

Deputy ZAPATA: I  can prove 
w ith  ample documentation the t ru th  
of m y charge.

(Several deputies speak a t the 
same tim e. The Chairm an rings 
the s ilenc ing , be lls ' )

Several deputies : Y ou r honor lies !
Deputy ZAPATA: Q uie t' dear 

gentlemen. Calm yourselves, de­
fenders of the W h ite  Guard.

Several deputies: Your honor 
cannot express h im se lf in  th is  
fashion about a person who is  not 
here.

Deputy ZAPATA: I  speak here 
as the representative o f the rev­
o lu tiona ry  p ro le ta ria t. I f  h is to ry  
does not give w ith in  the bourgeois 
democracy a pa rliam en ta ry  m a jo r­
ity  to the Communists i t  is  be­
cause, as our own comrade T ro tsky 
has stated, “ h is to ry  has no t trans­
form ed nations in to  clubs tha t 
solem nly vote in  the Social Revo­
lu tio n .”

The Dem ocratic P arliam ent Can­
not represent, i t  canot even appro­
xim ate the corre la tion  o f forces 
th a t labor iq  society. Being the in ­
strum ent of class dom ination 
clutched in  the hands o f the bour­
geoisie, the parliam ent w i l l  con­
tinue  to sanction the acts o f repres­
sion resorted to by the bourgeoisie 
to preserve Its  power. O nly when 
the revo lu tiona ry  p ro le ta r ia t w i l l  
have taken in  its  own hands the 
power, the press, the schools' the 
arm y, etq., w i l l  an end be pu t to 
the comedy o f bourgeois democracy, 
w ith  its  contradictions, its  fake  op­
position parties, serving as social 
lig h tn in g  rods' and the en tire  
scheme o f constitu tiona l demagogy.

So th a t I  place l i t t le  be lie f in  
the pu re ly  fo rm a l and well-m anner­
ed opposition to the  projected mea­
sure shown here by some sectors of 
the bourgeoisie. The tim e  w i l l  
come when we sha ll see the same 
false tribunes o f the people applaud 
thd butchering of the Communists.

B u t as m y comrade H ida lgo so 
w e ll said in  the Senate, when speak­
ing in  protest against the expulsion 
o f the p rim a ry  school teachers, we 
Communists shall not w ait with

crossed arms, like  the ancient 
C hris tians in  the circus. We sha ll 
be ready, fists clenched, certa in  
th a t the fu tu re  belongs to us.

The v io len t repression being pre­
pared fo r  us w i l l  also be m et in  a 
v io len t fo rm  by the workers, who 
closing the ranks o f the pro le ta rian  
revo lu tion  w i l l  know how to pu t 
force and violence a t the service of 
society.

For the  bourgeoisie can no longer 
continue as the guide o f human 
destiny. Under its  d irection hu­
m an ity  degenerates and rots. I t  is 
now (he tu rn  of the p ro le ta ria t to 
take in  its  hands the reins o f power 
in  order to make possible the p ro ­
gress o f c iv iliza tion  under the h is­
to r ic  perspective o f a socia list o r­
ganization o f economy, destroying 
w ith o u t p ity  a ll th a t w h ich  stands 
in  the way of the success o f such 
an organization.

R e fe rring  to democracy, T ro tsky, 
one of the most beloved leaders of 
the w o rld  p ro le ta ria t, sa id : “ There 
is no hope of conquering power 
pac ifica lly  as long as the bourge­
oisie reta ins the instrum ents of 
dom ination. T r ip ly  crazy is the 
hope o f a tta in in g  power by the 
road th a t the bourgeoisie its e lf 
sim ultaneously indicates and in ­
trenches fo r its e lf, by the road of 
parliam enta ry democracy.’ ’

B u t th is  does not a t a ll mean th a t 
we Communists should forego the 
opportunities, offered to  us by the 
bourgeoisie itse lf, to make use of 
the na tiona l tribune  in  behalf of 
the revo lu tionary p ro le ta ria t. “ B a t­
tle  must be given to bourgeoisie in  
its  own te rra in  o f democracy, thus 
tearing fro m  the masses the i l lu ­
sion tha t the bourgeois parties can 
solve the problems o f democracy.”

In  the measure tha t the funda­
m ental contrad ictions o f the capi­
ta lis t, system become more acute, 
the bourgeoisie w i l l  abandon a ll lib ­
era l demagogy and w i l l  resort to 
open government by force, thus 
hoping to postpone a b it  longer the 
crum bling of the present social 
structure . A ll governments' a ll 
systems, about to fa ll,  resort to  
b ru ta l measures in  order to re ta rd  
the fa ll*  However, no repressions, 
no massacres, can succeed to  hold 
back the p ro le ta ria t in  its  revo lu­
tion a ry  mission.

Im pelled fo rw a rd  h is to r ic a lly , 
the p ro le ta ria t w i l l  have to sweep 
aside the outworn form s o f bour­
geois society, in  order to  create on 
its  ru ins  a society w ith o u t classes' 
w ith o u t exp lo iters o r exploited. 
Through the d ic ta to rsh ip  o f the 
pro le ta ria t, i t  w i l l  construct the so­
c ia lis t society. A  beginning has 
already been made in  the Soviet 
Union.

The social panorama is becoming 
more defin ite every o ther day. 
Everywhere, on a ll continents, 
am idst wars, d icta torships and d ip ­
lom atic comedies, cap ita lis t society 
is crum bling. As soldiers o f the 
revo lu tiona ry  a rm y ' we Communist 
members o f the  parliam ent refuse 
to hide our ideas, but w i l l  continue 
to shout them and to  defend them 
— today in  the tribune  of th is  
parliam ent, tom orrow  possibly in  
your prisons, in  exile  o r in  .fron t 
o f the m achine guns o f the same 
W hite  Guard, the  legal existence o f 
w h ich the Government and the 
m a jo rity  o f th is  P a rliam n t recog­
nizes and even ju s tify — fo r  w hat 
purpose? F o r the purpose— so cyn­
ic a lly  made p la in  in  the famous re­
c ru itin g  slogan o f the G uard : “ To 
shoot down the r if f - r a f f ! ”

A  V iew o f  the Labor Scene in  

the B ritis h  Isles Today
Edinburgh, Scotland.— B rit is h  capi-; 
ta lism  is s t i l l  in  the throes of the ! 
cris is  but a tem porary boom in  the 
bu ild ing  trades and a s lig h t im ­
provement in  ce rta in  lu x u ry  trades 
ha^. been responsible fo r a reduction 
in  the number of the unemployed’ 
The ca p ita lis t press has seized up­
on th is  pre text in  order to announce 
a “ B r it is h  trade  re v iv a l”  and the 
usual c ry  of “ P rosperity  Coming”  
has again been tro tte d  out. So fa r  
as the m a jo rity  o f the wage w o rk ­
ers are concerned, the position re ­
mains the same.

A lthough re la tive ly  - be tte r off 
than many wage earners in  Centra l 
Europe, the B r it is h  w orker Is be­
g inn ing to feel the s tra in  o f speed­
up methods, w h ile  thousands of un­
employed men and women have long 
since given up hope o f ever w ork ing  
again. Especia lly is th is  the case 
in  the heavy industries such as 
steel, iro n  and coal' and on the 
Clydeside on the west o f Scotland 
many famous factories and ship­
yards are standing de re lic t o r be­
ing used as rough-house dance- 
halls, gam bling sbzaloons o r scrap- 
iro n  stores. T h is  was once the 
proud home o f B r it is h  sh ipbuild ing, 
engineering and iron-w o rk ing  capi­
ta l. The objective conditions are 
certa in ly  favorable fo r  a great ad­
vance on the p a rt o f the B r it is h  
w ork ing  class movement, bu t un­
fo rtuna te ly  never was there  great­
er chaos and confusion in  the ranks 
o f labor.

The Labour P a rty  s t i l l  holds the 
m a jo rity  o f p o lit ic a lly  th in k in g  
workers w ith in  its  ranks bu t Its 
po licy continues to he a w e lte r of 
everyth ing under the sun and s t i l l  
Is based on class collaboration. I t  
therefore serves as a smokescreen 
fo r  B r it is h  cap ita lism  and by the 
s k il lfu l use o f “ L e ft”  phrases its  
leaders draw  away from  the Com­
m unist pa rty  thousands of healthy 
recru its. The m a n y . sm all sects 
such as the I.  L . P., the S. P. G. B. 
and the an ti-P arliam entary  groups 
have been ham m ering a t the “ Re­
fo rm is t Labour P a rty  and Trade 
Unions”  fo r  about th ir ty  years bu t 
w ith  l i t t le  to show fo r th e ir  work.

A fte r th irteen  years, the Com­
m unist p a rty  is s t i l l  isolated from  
the m ain stra ta  o f the w o rk ing  
class and has com pletely fa iled  to 
gain a foo tho ld  in  the factories 
and workshops w h ile  the  trade un­
ions are s t i l l  in  the safe-keeping o f 
the re fo rm is t bureaucracy who are 
conducting a po licy o f peace-at-any- 
price and brazenly selling the w o rk ­
ers over the collective wage-bar­
ga in ing counter.

D ivorced from  the employed, the 
G. P. makes great endeavors among 
the unemployed and has been suc­
cessful in  stag ing several b ig  un­
employed demonstrations and hung­
er marches. The las t a ttem pt was 
a Scottish hunger m arch and on 
Sunday' June 11, about 1000 pov­
erty-stricken unemployed men and 
women marched in to  E d inburgh in  
order to  demand an In te rv iew  w ith  
S ir Godfrey Collins, Secretary of 
State fo r  Scotland and in  order to 
discuss th e ir  demands.

Some o f th e ir  demands w ere: 1. 
The abo lition  o f the means test. 2’ 
T h a t ch ild ren  o f unemployd and 
ad u lt dependents be granted extra  
re lie f subsides. 3. T h a t rents be

reduced 25 per cent. 4. T ha t re lie f 
w ork be provided a t trade union 
wages and conditions. 5. T ha t so­
c ia l service schemes be repudiated.

S ir Godfrey was not in  Edinburgh 
and made i t  known th a t lie had no 
in ten tion  of seeing the hunger 
marchers. No accomodations were 
availab le  fo r  the marchers to sleep 
but they declared tha t they would 
stay u n t il S ir Godfrey climbed 
down from  his high horse. The 
position resolved its e lf in to  a duel 
between the E d inburgh m agistrates 
and the marchers’ leaders among 
whom were H a rry  McShane and 
A itken  Ferguson o f the C. P* and 
John MacGovern and Ileenan o f the 
I .  L. J>.

The m archers a t f irs t obtained 
ha lls to sleep in , then they were 
refused them and on Monday n igh t 
tha t week they slept out in  Prince 
Street, the m ain boulevard o f the 
Scottish cap ita l. B y  Wednesday 
th e ir  funds were ge tting  low  but 
they managed to threaten and 
cajole the m agistrates in to  paying 
the marchers th e ir  fares back to 
the various parts  o f Scotland from  
whence they came. So the hunger 
m arch ended. I t  created great ex- 
eitemiR and undoubtedly gave the 
E d inburgh au thorities  many a 
fr ig h t, bu t i t  fa iled  in  its  m ain 
objective because of the sectarian 
nature o f its  make-up.

The members o f the C. P. and 
N ationa l Unemployed W orkers 
Movement, the pa rty  contro lled un­
employed organ ization ' were there 
to a man, F i t  the large mass o f the 
unemployed and Employed treated 
the a ffa ir  as “ none of th e ir  busi­
ness” . As a consequence, the 
whole march savored more o f a 
stage-managed stun t than o f a real 
attem pt to s trike  a blow on the 
pa rt o f the masses’ A ll the recent 
marches and demonstrations have 
been of th is  nature and u n t il the 
C. P. .strikes a sound line, stunts 
w i l l  continue to be the order of the 
day.

Despite the fa c t th a t w ith  each 
passing year thousands o f sym­
pathetic workers are tu rn in g  th e ir  
backs on the C. P. in  disgust, the 
leadership s t i l l  continues to whoop 
about im ag inary v ictories— i f  not 
in  B rita in , then in  Russia— but 
g radua lly  the rea l s itua tion  is be­
g inn ing  to burn its e lf  in to  the minds 
o f many sections o f the rank and 
file  and w ith  the recent German de­
bacle and subsequent crazy united 
fro n t antics o f the Comintern, the 
l ’o llits  and Co. are ska ting  on th in  
ice. — T. C.

necessary fo r  them could be got 
done in  collusion w ith  Renner. T ha t 
was the pride of the social dem­
ocrats and th is  pride allowed them 
to ignore the Heimwehren.

O f course, th is  could not go on 
fo r  ever, because the Heim wehren 
soon began to show very d is tinc t 
signs of life . Here and there, they 
went about assassinating one w ork­
er, then another.

The Incident of July 15, 1927
A fte r every one o f these m urders 

the A rbe ite rze itung  would w r ite :  i f  
th is  should happen again, th e n ! . . .  
W hat was to happen "then ” , was 
shown on J u ly  15, 1927. On th is  
day, when the Veiunese workers, 
em bittered over Che acq u itta l o f 
several Fascist labor assassins, pu t 
the Palace o f Justice on fire, the 
social democrats thought of nothing 
better to do than to propose the 
fo rm ation  o f a new coa lition  to the 
C hris tian  S ocia lis ts !

And along th is  style they have 
continued to carry  on the struggle 
against Fascism to  th is  very day. 
The f r ig h tfu l aggravation of the 
cris is  brought ever new forces to 
the side of Fascism. Side by side 
w ith  the Ile im w elie ren there arose 
N ationa l Socialism (the  H it le r  
B row n S h irts ). The un ifica tion  o f 
the workers’ enemies kept on m ak­
ing rap id  strides of progress in  
spite o f squabbles w ith in  th e ir  own 
camp. T he ir jilans became con­
s tan tly  more d is tinct. B u t the so­
c ia l democratic p a rty  persisted in  
complete in a c tiv ity .

It, is not even doing anyth ing 
now, a fte r Dollfuss, h a lf encour­
aged and ha lf te rrifie d  by the 
events in Germany, has gone about 
creating those advantages fo r the 
bourgeoisie which a Fascist regime 
has to o ffer to it ,  w h ile  at the 
same tim e protecting i t  from  the 
irksome consequences which such a 
regime brings w ith  i t  fo r  the ru lin g  
classes.
Even Dollfuss Can P ut One O v e r.. .

When Ito llfu ss  cast aside the 
parliam ent and announced a new 
constitu tion  on the basis o f the 
Knpowering A ct o f W artim e Eco­
nomy, in tend ing thereby to clean up 
the rest of the “ revo lu tiona ry  gar­
bage” , they had no other resistance 
to off dr h im  than th e ir democratic 
ora tory. A ustro-M arxism  stands 
there ju s t as helplessly today be­
fore the advent of Fascism as the 
theoreticians and practic ioners of 
re form ism  d id  before the advent of 
the war. I t  s ta rts  out w ith  the as­
sum ption th a t the norm al condition 
fo r  cap ita lism  is prosperity  and 
th a t through increasing prosperity 
the class antagonisms w i l l  be 
straightened out by the collabora­
tion  o f the classes, leading up to 
a perfected socialism.

As to phenomena which appear to 
contrad ict th is  assumption —  i t  
does not know even how to begin 
to tackle  them. To the question as 
to w hat can be done about the 
cris is  and its  offspring— Fascism—  
they have as l i t t le  an answer as 
they have to the question: how so­
cia lism  w i l l  be realized in  case the 
earth should co llide w ith  some other 
heavenly, b o d y .. .  .A ustro-M arx ism  
one w i l l  hear, is not astronomy, but 
economics and po litics. I t  concerns 
itse lf, in  spite o f the arsenals o f the 
Republican Schutzbuud (the  social 
democratic defense organ iza tion) 
wh ich D o llfuss is so feverish ly  
searching fo r, not w ith  shooting 
irons and other weapons o f de­
struction , bu t w ith  elections and 
parliam enta ry negotiations. Austro- 
M arxism  is democratic and i f  the 
others do not s tick to  the democratic 
rules o f the game, then i t  fa lls  in to  
th a t same condition as th a t w h im ­
sical A us trian  general, who when­
ever he was asked why i t  was th a t 
Napoleon always defeated him , 
called out despondently: “ How can 
one condust w ar against a man 
who doesn’t  s tick to the rules of 
m ilita ry  science?”

W hat can be done against D o ll­
fuss when, going against a l l hu­
man and d iv ine  justice, he s im p ly  
thumbs h is nose a t the whole dem­
ocracy, the most dem ocratic of a ll 
constitu tions included? In  th a t 
case on ly one th in g  is le f t : sub­
mission. And in  ac tu a lity , the 
Arbe iterze itung has repeatedly de­
clared th a t its  pa rty  realizes th a t 
a fte r  the overtu rn  in  Germany, a 
good many th ings w i l l  have to 
change also in  A u s tria ' and th a t i t  
is prepared to negotiate w ith  D o ll­
fuss about the new constitution.

T ha t means on ly th is ; the social 
democracy does not object i f  the 
democracy is beaten to death and 
in terred, so long as, in  considera­
tion  o f proprie ty , the democratic 
cererqonial is retained. N a tu ra lly , 
the A rbe ite rze itung brings not on ly 
such declaration,s bu t also others, 
con tra ry to these. I t  threatens, 
mocks' wa ils, hatches the most 
rid iculous plans, vacilla tes between 
hope ^nd despair, ju s t as befits such 
a condition o f headlessness, in to  
which th a t te rr ib le  D o llfuss ha£ 
cast Austro-M arxism .

W hat does the social democracy 
s t i l l  hope fo r?  N a tu ra lly , i t  has 
no hope in  its  own powers, bu t— in  
the in te rven tion  o f the foreign 
countries and in  the quarre ls w ith ­
in the Fascist camp. I t  does not 
see in  the dispute between the 
Ile im weheren and Nazis a w ar o f 
un ifica tion, i t  dos not see th a t i t  
resembles a lovers’ quarre l w h ich  
ends in  a w arm  embrace* I t  does 
not see a t a ll any more, i t  does 
not understand the w orld , and 
more' i t  is incapable o f ac ting  and 
tha t is w hy i t  w i l l  go along the 
road of debasement and devita liza­
tion  to the b itte n  end, paralyzed 
In m ind and body lik e  the German 
social democracy. The A ustrian  
workers can expect no th ing fro m  
the Exem pla ry P a rty  of the Second 
In te rn a tion a l except disgrace and 
defeat.

— AUSTRIACUS.
(From TJnaer W ort)
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Roosevelt Long-Range Program
(Continued from  Page 1)

export.. Wages in  many fields re­
mained h igh in  comparison w ith  
Europe, although the shortage of 
labor has disappeared as witnessed 
by the restric tions on im m igra tion .

'T h e  s itua tion  con fronting A m er­
ican éeonomy gives l i t t le  reason to 
th in k  tha t through the peaceful 
operation of na tu ra l and spontan­
eous forces, the present c ris is  w ill,  
lik e  a j l previous ones, go on 
through a phase o f s tab iliza tion  
and prosperity to  a boom w h ich  
w i l l  again set new high records.

The recovery w h ich now seems 
to be under way is essentia lly a 
breathing-spell in  a long, hard, and 
pa in fu l process of readjustm ent, 
m arked by in te rn a l shocks and d is­
turbances, and abroad by increas­
in g ly  sharp con flic t of in terests 
w ith  the older powers iu  the e ffo rt 
to find a bigger place iu  the w o rld  
markets.

The d riv in g  force of Am erican 
in d u s tr ia l expansion supplies the 
m otive power ; the m achinery re­
ad justs its e lf  by displacing ag ricu l­
tu re  and raw  m a te ria l production 
w ith  the increasing production of 
m anufactured products, sm all scat­
tered in dus try  and banking by 
pow erfu l aggregates of cap ita l and 
large-scale branch banking, produc­
tion  directed to the extent o f 90 
percent tow ard the home m arke t by 
an increasing propo rtion  o f ex­
ports, and iso la tion ism  by a life - 
and-death in te rest in  w orld  affa irs .

Roosevelt Contribution to 
Capitalist Technique

Roosevelt’s con tribu tion  to cap i­
ta lism ’s technique fo r ge tting out 
of the cris is  appears to  lie, firs t, 
in  the, recogn ition th a t na tu ra l and 
spontaneous recovery is not enough 
to assure, as heretofore, the tra n s i­
tion  back to “ norm al”  prosperity 
a fte r the cris is, inasmuch as his 
most energetic actions are taken 
precisely in  the face off such a 
recovery, and to  take effect over 
a period o f years.

Second, he proposes to tre a t th is  
coming period ev idently  on the 
basis o f an emergency comparable 
to a state o f w ar. T h a t im plies a 
m ob iliza tion  o f the fu l l  powers of 
the state, the coordination under 
Federal con tro l of economic a c tiv ­
itie s  such as ra ilroad ing , the en­
couragement to banks to consoli­
date and u n ify  operations under 
Federal (o r Federa l Reserve) con­
tro l, the un ifica tion  o f whole 
branches o f indus try  in  a l l im port­
a n t respects except actua l owner­
ship th rough trade associations, the 
concentration of a l l holdings o f

gold under the contro l o f the gov­
ernment, etc.

T h is  fea tu re  of concentration 
and coordination Is one o f the 
most m arked characteristics o f the 
Roosevelt policies. I ts  resu lt must 
be to shorten the period of read­
jus tm ent and to  combine as much 
as possible o f its  burdens w ith  
those o f the cyc lica l (1929-1933) 
crisis.

The currency po licy o f the gov­
ernment, the much-mooted question 
o f in fla tio n , m ust be regarded as 
pa rt of a general m ob iliza tion  o f 
contro l in  the hands of the Fed­
era l government on a “ w a r-like ”  
basis. In  its  most extreme form , 
i t  becomes a po licy of “ managed 
currency” , thus fu lly  in te g ra ting  
finance and banking in to  the sys­
tem of government controls.
The Mobilization of Public Opinion

T h ird , corresponding to the con­
cen tra tion  and m ob iliza tion  o f in ­
dustry, transporta tion  and finance, 
is the m ob iliza tion  of “ pub lic  op-j 
in ion ” , comparable to th a t o f war-J 
tim e except th a t the element o f 
compulsion is  lacking. T h is  ac­
counts fo r much o f the demagogy 
in  the P resident’s offic ia l statements 
and in  his legis la tion. The incident 
of the reception o f several hundred 
aggressive bonus pe titioners  a t 
F o rt H un t, where they were a llow ­
ed. to wear themselves out in  in ­
action and fin a lly  sp lit, a p ^ r t  
jo in in g  teh re forestation camps, is 
especially illum in a tin g , no t on ly in  
contrast w ith  the methods used by 
M r. Hoover la s t year in  dealing 
w ith  the “ Bonus E xped itionary  
Force” , bu t also in  the lig h t o f the 
substantia l reductions in  expendi­
tures fo r veterans carried  through 
by the Roosevelt adm in is tra tion .

S im ila rly , the fa rm er, fee ling  the 
increasing pressure of the cris is  on 
top o f the general c ris is  o f A m er­
ican fa rm ing , has been p o lit ic a lly  
restless fo r  years. By concessions 
such as the promise o f in fla tio n  and 
the a g ric u ltu ra l re lie f b ill,  i t  is 
proposed to  w in  his sym pathy o r a t 
least acquiescence in  the whole 
program , w h ile  a t the saíne tim e 
ca rry ing  out the w ork  o f reducing 
the production o f Am erican farm s 
to as large an extent as possible 
w ith  the consent o f the fa rm er 
himsself. The on ly a lte rna tive  
po licy would have been to  le t h im  
be starved and foreclosed off the 
farm s by the naked operation of 
economic forces.

S im ila rly , in  face of the rea l a t­
tacks on its  standards and organ i­
zations, the support of the w o rk ­
ing class is  sought through the ap-

peal to employers to increase wages 
v o lu n ta rily  ; th rough the announced 
in ten tion  of inc lud ing  bind ing 
agreements on wages and w ork ing 
conditions among the subjects on 
w h ich trade associations are to 
agree, through the fr ie n d ly  a ttitud e  
tow ard m in im um  wage legis lation, 
and the B lack b il l fo r  the th ir ty -  
hour week. A l l  th is  in  the face 
o f the $1 a day forced labor, the 
10 per cent wage cut fo r the r a i l­
road workers, the an ti-labo r p ro­
visions o f the In d u s tr ia l Recovery 
B il l,  etc.
A Period of Drastic Readjustments

So long as Am erican business 
looked fo rw a rd  to autom atic re­
covery and new high records o f pro­
spe rity  a fte r every crisis, the H ard- 
ing-Coolidge-IIoover po licy of m in ­
im um  in te rven tion  o f government 
in  economic life  was a n a tu ra l cor­
o lla ry .

Under present conditions we see 
Am erican economy, to provide an 
ou tle t fo r  its  rap id ly  grow ing pro­
ductive  forces in  a cramped world , 
read justing  itse lf by closing sm all 
banks and businesses and enlarg-

ing b ig  ones, expanding its  pro­
duction o f m anufactured goods a t 
the expense o f its  p roduction of 
foods and raw  m ateria ls, reaching 
out more and more fo r export m ar­
kets as its  home m arkets d im in ish, 
and above a ll, th row in g  the m ain 
burdens o f these readjustm ents on 
to the w o rk ing  class. T h is  means 
tha t the next period is one o f dras­
t ic  and p a in fu l readjustm ents in ­
te rna lly , and o f sharpening conflict 
o f interests in te rna tiona lly .

The Roosevelt program  is  not to 
stem or reverse these tendencies, 
nor, as in  the old days of unallayed 
optim ism , to le t them w o rk  them ­
selves ou t b lind ly . On the con­
tra ry , i t  not on ly accepts the  
ex is ting  trends o f Am erican econ­
omy, bu t pu t its e lf  a t th e ir  head 
to give them leadership and sup­
po rt d u rin g  the c r it ic a l period to 
come. Through m ob iliz ing and con­
cen tra ting  economic contro l, w ith  a 
corresponding m ob iliza tion  o f dem­
agogic propaganda, i t  attem pts to 
hasten the necessary domestic re­
adjustm ents and present a solid 
fro n t against the outside w orld  in  
the struggle fo r  in te rna tiona l m ar­
kets, and against the w o rk ing  class, 
the farm ers, and broad sections o f 
the pe tty  bourgeoisie a t home.

— B . J. F IE L D .

Stalinism W eakens the U.S.S.R.
i.

The rev is ion is t conception of So­
c ia lism  iu  One C ountry and the 
policies flow ing from  i t  have not 
oidy helped to lay the p o litica l 
foundation fo r a cyclica l rev iva l o f 
cap ita lism  bu t also have aided in 
crea ting  a danger fo r  the W orkers’ 
Fatherland fa r  greater than active  
support of revo lu tions outside of 
Russia could have done. S talin ism  
w ith  its  theory of the “ united fro n t 
from  below,”  together w ith  the so­
c ia l democrats, has helped to lead 
the German w ork ing  class to de­
feat. I t  lias helped to destroy the 
second strongest Communist pa rty  
o f the w orld . A t  the same tim e its  
impotence has been ins trum en ta l in  
creating a condition the workers 
fear.

W ith  the rise o f H it le r  to  power 
not on ly has the revo lu tionary 
movement had a set-back bu t we 
are beginning to witness an a lign ­
ment o f social forces favorable to 
a cap ita lis t a ttack on the Soviet 
Union itse lf. In  sp ite  of the so- 
called “ non-aggression pacts”  be­
tween the USSR and other nations, 
p a rtic u la r ly  France and Poland,

Narrow Down N .Y . Free  Tom Mooney Meet
(Continued from  Page 1)

of the delegates present bu t was 
subjected to the usual barrage o f 
abuse on the p a rt o f M inor, A lex­
ander and other pa rty  leaders. 
Even those staunch upholders of 
democratic princip les, the Muste- 
ites, who complained so loud ly 
when they were refused the r ig h t 
to d is tribu te  th e ir  paper a t the 
recent un ited fro n t N a tiona l Youth 
Day, refused to f ig h t fo r  the ele­
m entary r ig h t  o f every w o rk ing  
class organization to a voice in  a 
un ited fro n t conference. The con­
clusions to be draw n fro m  the  ac­
tions of the C. P. L . A . delegate, 
a ce rta in  L a rry  Cohen, who not 
on ly was given the opportun ity  to 
speak bu t was elected to the execu­
tive  committee, is  th a t they are 
in  fu l l  agreement w ith  the S ta lin ­
is t clique policy o f an exclusive 
Free Tom  Mooney movement.

A n  executive committee o f 25, 
a rb itra r ily  selected by the execu­
tive  o f the previous conference, was 
elected w ith o u t any consideration 
of the organizations represented a t 
the present conference. Aga in upon 
an appeal by M inor, the conference! 
voted down a m otion by the L . O. 
delegate to include in  the execu-

tive  representatives o f the po litica l 
organizations in  the conference.

So effectively did the steam -ro ll­
er w qrk  th a t even a non-partisan 
representative, the one from  the 
I .  I,. D. who was nominated fro m  
the floor and received an equal vote 
w ith  the other nominees was de­
clared not elected by thé chairm an 
fo r  the simple reason th a t the de­
legate .spoke up fo r  the r ig h t o f 
the L e ft Opposition and a ll p o lit i­
cal organizations to a voice a t a 
un ited fro n t conference!

There were 314 delegates present 
a t the conference representing 74 
organizations. O ut o f the en tire  
delegation 34 came from  trade un­
ions. O f the non-party delegates 
present there was on ly  the C. P. L. 
A., the Fe llow sh ip  o f Reconcilia­
tion, the Lovestoneites, the Feder­
ated Press, the W eisbord group and 
the Communist League o f Am erica 
(L e ft  O pposition). The trend o f 
the conference was fo r  w ork  in  the 
A. F. L . locals, socia list locals and 
opponent fra te rn a l organization 
locals. The organ izationa l secret­
ary, “ B ro th e r”  Begun, even stress­
ed penetration of the K n igh ts  of 
Pythias, the Moose, Elks, the Am ­
erican Legion and the boy scouts. 
These organizations are to send

delegates to  fu tu re  Mooney confer­
ences.

The conference, though adopting 
the p rinc ip le  of the un ited  fro n t o f 
a ll w o rk ing  class organizations de­
parted in  ac tu a lity  fro m  th is  p r in ­
cip le and set its e lf  the task of w in ­
n ing the local organizations and 
d isregarding en tire ly  the cen tra l 
bodies.

I t  is  necessary a t th is  tim e to  
issue a w arn ing to the L e ft w ing 
workers who fo r  years have been 
in  the th ick  of the s trugg le to free 
Tom Mooney fro m  the cap ita lis t 
ja i l  w h ich has held h im  since 1917; 
tha t unless a rea l un ited fro n t o f 
a ll workers organizations is fo rg ­
ed, Tom  Mooney w i l l  no t be re­
leased, The L e ft Opposition, as its  
statements and actions have shown, 
stands fo r  such a po licy o f un ited  
action, a po licy which, thorugh a 
correct application o f the un ited  
fron t, w i l l  force the S. P. leaders 
and the A. F. L. labo r fakers to  
answqr before th e ir  fo llo w in g  and 
the whole w o rk ing  class, i f  they 
w i l l  obstract the u n ity  w ith  the 
L e ft w ing  and Communists in  o r­
der to force the cap ita lis t ja ile rs  
to free Tom Mooney.

— M. G ELDM AN .

the contrad ictions between the im ­
pe ria lis t w o rld  and an isolated 
workers’ state are developing to ­
ward the po in t of explosion.

I f  the Workers Triumphed
Had the German w o rk ing  class 

defeated H itle r , thereby tak in g  a 
step tow ard  social revo lu tion, the 
influence o f th e ir  success would 
have spread. W orkers th roughout 
the w o rld  would have been hearten­
ed and the ob jective revo lu tiona ry  
factors created by the present 
w o rld  cris is  m ig h t have been 
matched by a g row th  o f subjective 
factors now lagging behind. A  po l­
it ic a l cris is fo r cap ita lism , as w e ll 
as its  economic crisis, m ig h t have 
developed.

H is to ry  is replete w ith  examples 
of revo lu tionary movements in  one 
country leading to progressive re ­
form s in other parts of the w orld . 
As comrade T ro tsky pointed ou t in  
W h ithe r England?: the great F rench 
Revolution served as a pow erfu l 
stim ulus to  the g row th  o f the la ­
bor movement and dem ocratic ten­
dencies in  E ng la nd ; the Ju ly  Rev­
o lu tion  o f 1830 in  France was large­
ly  responsible fo r  the f irs t Eng lish 
E lection Reform  B i l l  in  1831; the 
revo lu tionary movement o f C hart­
ism  contribu ted to a reduction of 
the Eng lish working-day in  1844-47 
and to the abo lition  o f the Corn 
Laws in  1846; the influence o f the 
Russian Revolution in  1905 helped 
to raise the Labor P a rty  to the 
position o f an im portan t fra c tio n  in  
the English Parliam ent, w h ile  the 
Russian Revolution o f 1917 was to 
a large extent responsible fo r  the 
new E lection Reforms of 1918.

In  short, an exam ination o f h is­
to ry  leads us to the conclusion th a t 
a trium p h  o f the workers in  Ger­
many would have strengthened the 
in te rna tiona l w o rk ing  class in  gen­
eral.

Defeats Bring Reaction
B ut w ith  the rise o f German 

Fascism the reverse is true. Both 
the German workers and the in te r­
national w o rk ing  class movement 
have suffered a tremendous defeat. 
Just as the defeat of the great 
French Revolution led to the re ­
storation of the Bourbons in  France 
and the Corn Laws in  England, 
the defeat o f 1848 dealt a blow to 
the English w o rk ing  class, and the 
“ defeat o f the German workers in  
1923 gave Am erican cap ita l the op­
po rtu n ity  to begin w ith  the rea li­
zation o f its  plans fo r  the  (m o­
m enta rily , peaceful sub jugation of 
Europe,”  so today, a s im ila r wave 
o f reaction is beginning to set in .

Instead of a series of advances a 
series of set-backs are like ly . Nt»r 
has tiie  tension between me im per­
ia lis t nations and the USSR les­
sened because of the silence of the 
Com intern. On the con tra ry  i t  has 
increased. The existence of the 
Soviet Union s t i l l  remains a th rea t 
to the cap ita lis t world , n s  te r r i­
to ry  is needed by the im p e ria lis ts  
du rin g  the present period o f th e ir  
decay and i t  is  the one power a ll 
of them w ish  to destroy. B u t now 
po litica l conditions fo r  in te rven­
tion  have sh ifted  in  th e ir  favo r. 
The Soviet Un ion ’s f irs t  line  o f de­
fense (the poss ib ility  of effective 
workers’ resistance in  other coun­
tries  and p a rtic u la r ly  in  Germany) 
has been tem po ra rily  weakened.

(To be continued)
— SIMMONS.

Kansas C ity , Mo.

The Textile Code
(Continued from  Page 1)

ca lling  fo r  labor representation be­
ing tu rned to precisely w hat they 
were intended fo r— the fo rm a tio n  
o f company unions. Even the A m ­
erican Fdueration o f Labor is not 
acceptable to  our in d u s tr ia l magn­
ates, unless i t  is needed to head off 
a rea l class conscious union. P a r­
t ic u la r ly  the steel and coal indus­
tries have been active in  the fo r­
m ation of these company unions. 
The New Y ork  Tim es reports o f 
'•numerous instances of coercion to 
force the workers in to  the com­
pany unions. In  some p a rts  of 
Kentucky, workers have been ev ic t­
ed from  company houses fo r  re fus­
a l to sign company union ro lls .”  
T h is  practise w i l l  w ith in  the next 
few  weeks probably assume na; 
tion a l proportions.

These are the f irs t  few signs o f 
the trend  of the fu tu re  develop­
ments. Many workers undoubtedly 
believed th a t the Roosevelt program  
w i l l  lead the country back to “ p ro­
sp e rity ” . T h e ir d is illus ionm ent 
w i l l  be both soon, sharp and com­
plete. The w ork ing  class cannot 
expect a id  from  the Roosevelt ad­
m in is tra tio n  ; th is  the hard m aster 
of events w i l l  make on ly too clear. 
To secure a liv in g  wage, to secure 
a th ir ty  hour week, no conference 
board w i l l  suffice. F o r th is  the  
Am erican w ork ing  class m ust be 
organized in to  pow erfu l in d u s tr ia l 
uniong th a t w i l l  lea rn  and know  
how to figh t fo r  be tte r conditions.

— H . S.

TH E E U R O P E A N  A N TI-FA SC IS T CONGRESS .  .  . A N  A N TI-TR O TS K Y IS T SLUG FEST O F  THE STALINISTS
"Let these Gentlemen H old  the Congress in Peace"! 

--  Say the Police to the L . O .  Protest Delegation

______lC o n tin u e d  fro m  Page I )

Labor (G illy  m iners) ; Delega­
tio n  from  a m eeting of 000.

Greece.— Greek section o f the 
L e ft Opposition ; General Fed­
era tion of Wounded W ar V ic ­
tim s ; Union o f W ar Veterans; 
Un ion of W idows and Orphans 
W oodworkers Trade Union of 
Athens ; Barbers Trade Union 
o f A thens; Bakers Trade U n­
ion o f A thens;

Poland.— Polish section of the 
L e ft Opposition ; Meeting of 
Polish Emigres o f the, Paris 
D is tr ic t  ;

Switzerland.— Swiss section o f 
the L e ft Opposition ; Young 
Socialists of Z urich  ; M a rx is t 
C ircle o f Zurich  ;

Jewish Workers'— C larté  group 
of the P aris  d is tr ic t ;

Germany.— German section o f 
the L e ft O pposition;

Ita ly .— Ita lia n  section o f the L e ft 
Opposition ; Group of an ti- 
Fascist emigres of the P aris  
d is tr ic t  ;

Hungary.— H ungarian  section o f 
the L e ft Opposition ; H ungar­
ian language group of bu ild ing  
workers ; Factory  meeting of 
bu ild ing  workers of the Paris 
d is tr ic t ;

France.— French section o f the 
L e ft Opposition ; Amsterdam 
Committee, Charente-Inferieure 
(O leron) ; P ub lic  m eeting in  
L ille , Red A id  (Chavigny sec­
tio n ) ; R a ilroad w orkers ; Sev­
era l meetings in  the  Paris d is­
t r ic t  ; W orkers m eeting a t Mon- 
tignyen-Gohelle ; Indo-Chinese 
group o f the P aris  d is tr ic t;  
Trade union section, Com m it­
tee fo r the Defense o f l’Human- 
ite , and various other sections 
of the Red A id  and workers 
meetings.

The sum o f these credentials re­
presented about one hundred dele­
gates. W e repeat, we lim ited  the 
number o f delegates from  the pro­
vinces and from  abroad fo r m ater­
ia l reasons.

According to p ra ttle  o f the S tal­
in is ts , the Oppositionists “repre­
sented no one” ; but, one o f the  o r­
ganizations represented by us ; the 
General Federation of Disabled 
W ar Victims of Athens consists of 
S IX TY  THOUSAND MEMBERS! !

Bureaucratic Sifting
A ll  the credentials o f Opposition­

is t organizations were au to m a tic ­
a lly  rejected.

The comrades who appeared w ith  
reg u la r credentials o ffic ia lly  stamp­
ed by workers organizations passed 
through the s if te r  of the national 
leaderships ; a l l those recognized as 
“ T ro tsky is ts ”  were subject to  the 
fo llo w in g  maneuver : Their creden­
tia l was demanded from them in 
order to issue a delegates card 
against it ;  they were requested to 
w ait a minute, then they the bu­
reaucrats cynically refused a card 
and retained the credential! Then, 
more diplomatically, HhOy requested.

them (the delegates) to return and 
upon returning, since they no long­
er had a credential nor a card, they 
refused them admission into the 
Grange aux Belles H a ll! T h a t d id  
not happen w ith o u t pro test bu t the 
sergeants-at-arms b ru ta lly  squelch­
ed the protestants. In  a word, they 
system atica lly robbed the creden­
tia ls  fro m  the members o f the Op­
position.

Bureaucratic Measures Breed 
Arbitrariness

Besides this, m any o f the scenes 
were com ical: A  delegate from  an 
anti-Fascis t committee was de­
prived of his credentia l and sent 
oack to h is d is tr ic t because they 
suspected h im  to be a Tro tsky ite , 
one of our comrades having pre­
viously presented a credentia l from  
Charentes (the same place). The 
suspected “ T ro tsky ite ”  was " l iq u i­
dated” ' the rea l “ T ro tsky ite ”  p ro­
fit in g  by th is  hu llaba lloo secured a 
uelegates card.

A nother case is no less com ica l: 
“ A  delegate from  a Spanish trade 
union was recognized by a bureau­
c ra t from  h is  country and refused 
a card ; accidentally, they returned 
his credential. A  Swiss comrade 
whose creden tia l had been rejected 
fro m  Sw itzerland appeared with, 
the Spanish credential. The Span­
ish S ta lin is t d id  not know him , he 
secured h is admission card to  the 
Congress! ! !

However, they discreetly d is tr i­
buted 'credentials to  members of the 
Young Com m unist League and the 
p a r ty ; no tw ithstand ing, th a t caus­
ed many surprises to the S ta lin is t 
apparatus.

The Congress Begins
The detailed instructions given 

to the sergeants-at-arms were d ir ­
ected a t us. The organizers suc­
ceeded in  .creating a sentim ent of 
v io len t reaction against any rev­
o lu tionary  in te rv e n tio n : the pre­
tended struggle against the Young 
P atrio ts  was only a means o f s t r ik ­
in g  a t us. The management com­
m ittee was organized w ith  several 
guards and a corps under the lead­
ership o f a “ specia list.”

The sergeant-at-arms was baffled 
from  the very f irs t day, and not 
know ing whom to suspect, he b u ll­
ied everyone: “ A nd th a t one, isn ’t  
he a T ro tsky is t? ”  In  th is  w ay a 
member of the p a rty  was v io len tly  
th row n ou t because he d idn ’t  have 
his membership card on h is  person! 
The slogan was to  hound the T ro t­
skyists. A  special squad was as­
signed to th a t task. The squad was 
completely pu t off the scent when 
they learned th a t a p la in  clothes 
detective was in  the ha ll. "Take 
h im  out qu ie tly  No provocations! 
. . . .G e t  h im  to go o u t ! . . . . ”  O ut­
side' on the sidewalk, two young 
workers who listened very a tten­
tiv e ly  to  “ a T ro ts k y ite ”  much to 
the chagrin  o f the sergeant-at- 
arms, were th row n  in to  the street 
under the fa llac ious p re tex t th a t 
they weren’t  delegates.

Two Regimes, the Detectives and
th “Trotskyites” : Example of 

the Press Cards
Two detectives of the N orth - 

A fr ic a n  police, G audin’s agents, 
w e ll known to the A lge rian  w o rk­
ers, presented themselves to the o r­
ganization committee. Press cards. 
In v ita tio n . A d m it the bearers o f
the ca rds___Gome in , gentlem en;
th is  way, gentlem en!”  A nd the 
dicks passed the zealous sergeant- 
at-arms.

Saraceno, fo rm er ed itor-in -ch ie f 
o f Unita, the cen tra l organ o f the 
Ita lia n  Communist P a rty , possess­
ing  a regu lar press card, entered 
the Congress.

Led away in to  the ce lla r by the 
agents o f the “ p o lit ic a l con tro l”  
to the “ special I ta lia n  committee” ' 
comrade Saraceno was forced to 
surrender h is r ig h t to enter. 
Before a llow ing  h im  to leave, the 
S ta lin is t “ nazzieri”  (tw en ty  against 
one) th rew  themselves on our com­
rade s tr ik in g  h im  w ith  th e ir  feet 
and th e ir  lis ts. O ur comrade had 
his glasses broken and was bruised 
on his le ft  temple by the bureau­
crats.

Welcome to the Delegates
Comrade A tla n  was unable to ob­

ta in . h is delegate’s card a t Grange 
aux Belles and appeared a t the 
P leyel H a ll on the f irs t  day of the 
Congress. They wrested his cred­
en tia l from  him , drew h im  to  a 
corner, v io len tly  sluggd h im  and 
then th rew  h im  in to  the street. 
Since he protested and a crow d had 
already gathered about him , the 
sergeant-at-arms spoke to h im  in  
th is  ton e : “ You re a lly  w an t to en­
te r !  Oh well, come in ! ”  A tla n  once 
again entered the* P leyel H a ll. Many 
delegates were commenting on the 
incident. Beaugrand reassured them, 
s a y iiig : “ We w i l l  check up on his 
credential and then give h im  access 
to the h a ll.”  They drew A tla n  in to  
a sm all retreat, closed the door to 
the re trea t. A  member o f the 13th 
Section of the Red A id , Beaugrand, 
and Roufiange insulted h im  and 
slugged him , shouting to  the dis­
turbed comrades who were massed 
behind the d o o r: “ You see how 
they examine h is  credential, they 
are dealing w ith  h im  in  a com­
radely w ay” . B u t in  subdued tones 
they to ld  A tla n  th a t he would re­
m ain sequestrated u n t il the conclu­
sion o f the Congress and they heat 
h im  b ru ta lly . A tla n ’s eric's drew 
the a tten tion  o f numerous dele­
gates who energetica lly insisted 
th a t they le t h im  go.

To the delegates th a t protested 
they declared th a t A tla n  was a 
police agent th a t they found in  the 
ha ll. We have, to ld  above ju s t  how 
they received the police agents.

First Day in the H a ll of 
the “Congress”

The packed h a ll a t the f irs t  ses­
sion bore the aspect o f a mass 
m eeting ra the r than a Congress; 
no rea l discussion.

The delegates grouped according 
to languages had to  obey 'na tiona l 
discipline, to make known the  num ­
ber o f delegates desiring the floor. 
An In d ia n  comrade requested the 
floor. The in d iv id u a l responsible 
fo r  the group came to  see him and 
demanded th a t he submit the out­

line  of his speech.
The evening session was marked 

by a v io len t incident. A  Belgian 
comrade, Vereeken, handed in  his 
name a t the very beginning of the 
session and, unable to  get the floor, 
made a po in t o f o rd e r; they saw 
h im  from  the p la tfo rm , pu lled h im  
ou t o f the ha ll, and kept h im  in  
the ce llar. When several comrades 
protested against the violence com­
m itted, they were themselves v io ­
le n tly  dragged from  the ha ll, th e ir  
delegates’ cards were! demanded and 
taken, from  them and they were 
th ro w ji out. O ther delegates who 
protested against th is  violence were 
threatened w ith  expulsion i f  they 
d id  not keep quiet.

The same afternoon tw o members 
o f the U n ita ry  T rade Unions, a r a i l­
road worker and a m etal worker, 
were expelled fro m  the h a ll. The 
sergeant-at-arms thought they had 
a “ doub tfu l attitude!” .

The f irs t day o f the discussion, 
a fte r the ho llow  and offic ia l op tim ­

i s m  of the reports wh ich contained 
ne ither analysis nor general per­
spective's, was devoted to  anti,- 
T ro tsky is t speeches o f the usual 
type, and a the a trica l scene in  the 
course o f w h ich  the B e lg ian dele­
gate on the p la tfo rm  ripped the 
H it le r ite  flag. The session con­
cluded w ith  collective singing.

The Parade Ends
Upon th e ir  en try  in to  the c o rr i­

dor, tw o delegates, O blin  o f Mon- 
tig n y  and Devreyer, were sim ply 
th row n  out o f the h a ll because they 
were recognized as Trofiskyists. 
T he ir credentials were to rn  up !

A t  the opening of th is  session 
comrade George V itso ris  delegate 
from  the General Federation of 
Disabled Veterans o f the Im p e ria l­
is t W a r of Greece subm itted a 
w r itte n  request to the presid ium  
demanding the floor. The chairm an 
w rote back th a t each delegate who 
wanted the floor had to  get i t  
through an in term ediary, the lead­
er o f his “ na tiona l”  section, who 
was always a S ta lin is t. Thus the 
floor was denied to any Opposi­
t io n is t delegate.

The L e ft Opposition refused to  
subm it to  th is  an ti-p ro le ta rian  and 
bureaucratic decision. T h a t is why 
on Monday m orn ing a t the moment 
when the cha irm an announced tha t 
Bergery, pe tty bourgeois rad ica l, 
would take the floor, comrade V it ­
soris stood up and addressing h im ­
self to the Congress, shouted o u t:

“ Comrades, in  the name of 60,000 
disabled Greek W ar veterans I  pro­
test against the exclusion o f the 
L e ft Opposition. I  demand the 
floor in  its  name. Long liv e  the 
Communist In te rn a tion a l o f Lenin 
and T ro ts k y ! Long live  the prole­
ta r ia n  revo lu tion ! Down w ith  
Fascism ! Long live  T ro ts k y ! Free 
R akovsky !”

Bands o f bureaucratic flunkeys 
coming from  a ll pa rts  of the h a ll 
th rew  themselves on h im  w ith  sav­
age bestia lity , dragging h im  by the 
h a ir and beating h im  w ith  th e ir  
hands' and feet. Comrade M arie  
D im itricedes, delegate of the W ar 
W idows and Orphans o f Greece; 
comrade Paget, delegate o f the sec­
tion  o f the  Red A id  of Chavigny 
(Meurthe-et-Moselle); an Indo-

Chinese comrade, delegate of the 
Red A id  of P a ris ; comrade L . . . . ,  
were savagely slugged fo r  having 
protested w ith  comrade V itsoris . 
Our comrades struggled w ith  the 
bureaucrats to re ta in  th e ir  places. 
The S ta lin is ts  hu rled  themselves 
upon them bu t a great number o f 
delegates, p a rtic u la r ly  the Eng lish 
delegation, ind ignan t a t the b ru ta l­
ities, protested energetically. I t  
was only w ith  considerable e ffo rt 
th a t the bureaucrats were able, de­
spite the protests, to th row  our 
comrades out of the ha ll.

B u t th e ir an ti-T ro tsky is t action 
d id  not stop a t tha t. Once again 
led to the ce lla r of the theater, 
our comrades were searchd and 
questioned in  typ ica l police manner 
and sequestered there under the 
guard o f tw en ty  “ sergeant-at-arms”  
fo r  more than two hours.

Among the bureaucrats V a illa n t- 
Couturier. Comrade V itso ris  pro­
tested to h im  and demanded th a t 
our im prisoned comrades be freed 
im m ediate ly. V a illan t-C outu rie  r  
smiled iro n ic a lly  and» turned his 
back.

I t  was on ly a fte r  the arrest by 
the police o f the Left Opposition 
group, who came to the Congress 
to protest the trea tm ent accorded 
our delegates, th a t our comrades 
were freed in  the afternoon, a l­
though in  a very bad condition.

D u rin g  th is  tim e the rad ica l 
bourgeois deputy, Bergery, con­
tinued his speech.

Obliged to free our comrades by 
the pressure o f the' comrades from  
the outside, Beaugrand demanded 
tha t our comrades sign a declara­
tion  s ta ting  th a t they wesre no t 
beaten. Our comrades responded 
by saying th a t since they were, 
beaten they would not sign such 
a declaration.

In  the Future We W ill Speak 
to You with a Revolver

In  the meantime a German com­
rade was v io len tly  dragged from  
his seat and led away w ith  v io­
lence in to  another corner o f the 
ce llar. He was to ld : “ No discus­
sion w ith  you, give us your iden­
tifica tio n  papers, your passport.”  
They took a ll h is personal papers 
besides and, re tu rn in g  tw o  hours 
la te r, they sa id : “ In  the fu tu re  we 
w il l  speak to you w ith  a revo lver” . 
A ll  his personal le tte rs  were kept.

Comrade Paget protested in  the 
h a ll when he saw our comrades 
rounded up. He was im m ediate ly 
ejected in to  the street.

Young Socialists Protest
A  g ir l  comrade, member o f the 

Socia list Youth and o f the! Youth 
A n ti-Fascis t Committee, outraged 
by the proceedings against our com­
rades, when the b ru ta litie s  against 
them began anew, protested v igor­
ously on the floor. She too, was 
im m edia te ly made “ harmless”  by 
the a n ti-T ro tsky is t squad and fina l­
ly  reached the street w ith  a bloody 
nose. The o ther Socia list Youth 
comrades le ft  the m eeting pro test­
ing  w ith  hc'r. In  discussing w ith  
the young Socialist comrade's, our 
delegates made clear to  them  th a t 
these S ta lin is t maneuvers fyad 
no th ing  in  common w ith  a genuine 
un itt'd  fro n t.

Some of our comrades were still

Long Live the Proletarian Revolution! Down with 
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under guard a t th a t tim e. . A  group 
from  our headquarters came down 
to get them out. They demanded 
the ir im m ediate libe ra tion  o f the 
squad leaders. A  loud argum ent 
ensued in  the ha llw ay. Cops pass­
ing by in te rfe red  and reproached 
our comrades fo r  no t le ttin g  
“ these gentlemen hold th e ir  con­
gress in- peace.”

The in te rven tion  o f the group 
from  our headquarters was, how­
ever, effective. O ur comrades were 
im m ediate ly a fte rw a rd  released.

Bergery Prepares the Break
The opponents o f the un ited 

fro n t from  organ ization to  organ i­
zation soon found themselves in  an 
uncom fortab le position w ith  th e ir 
combinations. The Pleyel Congress 
emphasized how the already m is­
erable results of the Am sterdam  
horse-deals have sunk to  even 
greater depths. N o t on ly  wasn’t  
any advance achieved bu t an ob­
vious re trea t is  also being pre­
pared by elements fore ign to  the 
pa rty  to break away from  A m ster­
dam.

Bergery is prepared to take an 
im portan t p a rt o f the Amsterdam- 
ers under h is influence. Bergery 
does th is  w ith  ease. He p u b lic ly  
advertizes his support o f A m ster­
dam. He cements his positions 
which w i l l  pe rm it h im  to slam the 
door w ith  greater advantage ac­
cusing the Communists or un im por­
tance.

Bergery already has an under­
taking, the “ Common F ro n t” , w h ich  
groups most of the independent 
personalities o f Am sterdam  on a 
p la tfo rm  w hich is on the same level 
as Amsterdam.

Many conferences have been held 
between the p a rty  and Bergery in  
the corrido rs  and behind the scenes. 
D o rio t represented the p a rty  a t thp 
in it ia l m eeting o f th e  “ Common 
fro n t” .

The s itua tion  is serious. The 
party  is try in g  and w i l l  s t i l l  t r y  
many compromises. A l l  tha t, of 
course, is happening w ith o u t any 
party. Bergery’s speech paved the 
way fo r h is eventual break. From  
the Communist po in t o f view  Dor- 
io t’s rep ly  was no less odious. I t  
shows ju s t where “ the sympathies 
o f the P o litica l Bureau”  rest.

Last Day of the Parade
A fte r much pe tty  discussion, one 

o f our comrades, representing the 
Belgian K n igh ts  o f Labor (the 
G illy  m iners), requested the floor. 
The leader o f the B e lg ian delega­
tion  stated th a t he could have the 
floor but on ly on the condition th a t 
he f irs t subm it to h im  the ou tline  
o f his speech. O ur comrade ans­
wered tha t h is po in t o f view  was 
tha t o f the L e ft Opposition. T h is  
was enough to gag him.

M ost im portan t in  th is  la s t ses­
sion was the in te rven tion  of com­
rade Aulas from  the  U n ita ry  Fed­
eration' o f Teachers. Aulas demon­
strated the responsib ility  th a t the 
R. I. L. U. bore in  the German 
catastrophe and in  the failure to

ca ll a genuine Congress. He was 
con tinua lly  in te rrup ted  by the bu­
reaucrats and when he placed the 
c r im in a l policy o f the German 
Communist P a rty  in  its  proper lig h t 
his voice was drowned by a hue 
and c ry  fro m  the how ling  pack.

The chairm an proposed th a t th is  
delegate from  a red trade un ion be 
ru led out of order. In  spite o f a 
great number o f votes against th is  
bureaucratic decision Aulas was 
forced to leave the p la tfo rm  and 
the ha ll.

Unanimity at Any Cost

A t the conclusion o f the discus­
sion the cha irm an made a long ap­
peal proposing th a t the delegates 
show th e ir  agreement w ith  the re­
solution presentd by a demonstra­
tive  acclam ation. l ie  p u t the re ­
solution to a vote and a h a lf dozen 
hands were raised against it .  Stupe­
fied, the chairm an believed, a t the 
time, th a t the German delegates 
who had voted against i t  had no t 
understood the reso lution. He had 
the reso lution transla ted and again 
they voted dem onstratively against 
it .  One of them explained his posi­
tion  by shouting o u t: “ Long live  
T ro tsky ! ”

Then a German delegate from  
F ra n k fo rt stood up and Isaid; 
“ When I  came to th is  Congress I  
was not a L e ft O ppositionist. B u t 
by your slanders against the L e ft 
O ppositionists who, in  every case 
w o rk  as revo lu tionaries along w ith  
us in  Germany, you have driven  me 
closer to them and I  vote against 
your reso lution o f confusion.”

The organizers of the Congress 
who wanted a unanimous vote a t 
any cost were th row n in to  con fu­
sion. They surrounded the French 
and Belgian delegates who had 
voted against the resolution. The 
chairm an made a new ballyhoo ap­
peal fo r  unan im ity . The L e ft Op­
positionists who protested were 
th row n ou t of the ha ll. B u t even 
a fte r they were ejected new hands 
were ra isd against the resolution. 
Nevertheless th is  d id  not prevent 
l ’Humaiiite, French S ta lin is t organ, 
from  declaring th a t the vote was 
unanimous.

Results of the Masquerade
The Congress has succeeded ne i­

the r in  im proving the re la tion  o f 
the p a rty  to the masses, no r in  
s ink ing its  roots among them nor 
in  ra is ing  the fig h tin g  power o f thè 
pa rty  and the masses. The Con­
gress was a p a rty  gathering and 
its  results are already apparent.

The problem o f Fascism and tffe  
strugg le o f the workers against i t  
remains before the in te rna tiona l 
w o rk ing  class. The Pleyel parade 
has not on ly no t solved any o f 
these problems but has augmented 
the confusion. The L e ft Opposition 
through its  s trugg le ggainet the  
c r im in a l S ta lin is t po licy alone can 
solve these problems.

From  L a Vento, organ of the 
French L e ft Opposition


