
Austrian fascism and the Paris Meet

C. I. Impotence Veils Itself 
with Parliamentary Cretinism

The strength o f M arx ism  lies in  
its  a b ility  to recognize rea lity . In  
the m outh o f a M a rx is t, “ p a rlia  
m entary cre tin ism ”  is not an in ­
su lt bu t the characteristic of a pol­
it ic a l system w h ich  substitutes fo r 
social rea lity , ju r id ic a l and m ora l 
constructions, a r itu a l of decora­
tive  phrases. The strength o f B o l­
shevism consisted therein, th a t in  
Len in ’s person i t  applied the ma­
te r ia lis t ic  method o f analysis w ith  
the greatest theoretica l honesty 
not pe rm itting  any op tim is tic  
neglect to speak out w hat is, not 
pe rm itting  any consoling illusions 
to a ll the problems of our epoch.

In  the fundam ental questions of 
revo lu tionary policy— in  the method 
o f th is  po licy S ta lin ism  signifies 
not only a negation o f Leninism , 
bu t also the w orst carica ture  of it .  
We can sde th is  anew a t the pre­
sent tim e in  the question of the 
fa te  o f A us tria . The proscrip tion  
o f the Communist pa rty  w h ich  has 
not called fo r th  any protest on the 
p a rt of the A us tria n  workers, 
should havd, i t  seems, forced the 
Moscow organizers of in te rna tiona l 
defeats o f the p ro le ta ria t to reflect 
on the sad results o f th e ir  previous 
works. I f  the legal A us tria n  C. P., 
possessing its  own press, showed 
its e lf to  be unable in  the least to 
o ffer any resistance whatsoever to 
the purely police repressions of 
A us trian  Bonapartism , how w i l l  i t  
oppose the attacks o f the Fascist 
bands? However, the Moscow 
Pravda sees in  the very suppression 
o f the A us tria n  section of the C. 
I., which took place unresisted, a 
“ v ic to ry ” , or, a t least, the im m e­
diate in tro du c tion  to v ic to ry . “ The 
A n ti-F asc is t movement in  A us tria  
is growing every day” ( ! ) — 'w rites 
Pravda of May 28th. “ Despite the 
sabotage of the leaders of the Aus- 
t r ia l  Social Democracy broad pre­
parations are being made in all 
countries fo r  the European A n ti-  
Fasqist Congress”  (ou r emphasis.
L . T . ) . In  precisely the same 
m anner the A n ti-F asc is t movement 
“grew every day in Germany” only 
to disappear suddenly on the 5th 
o f March, no one knows where. 
These people not only have learned 
no th ing bu t they always cut th e ir 
optim ism  in  the same patterns. 
They are not revo lu tionists, but 
priests who repeat th is  or th a t 
fo rm u la , made up o f consoling lids, 
a t the bedside of the dying.

However, precisely in  w hat is the 
an ti-Fascis t movement manifested? 
And w hy does i t  pass over the p ro­
scrip tion  o f the A us trian  C. P. in  
silence? I t  was very busy, th is  
movement “which is growing every 
day” , w ith  other more im portan t 
tasks: the preparation of the Bar- 
busse Congress in  Paris. T h is  is 
an example o f pa rliam en ta ry  cre t­
in ism  w hich should open the eyes 
o f the most backward w orkers! 
I t  is w rong to th in k  th a t a p a rlia ­
ment is necessary fo r pa rliam en ta ry  
c re tin ism ; in  general shaded rost­
rum s are sufficient, forum s remov­
ed from  the arena o f strugg le from  
w hich false speeches can be made, 
barren form ulas paraded, and 
tw en ty -fou r hour “ a lliances”  con­
cluded w ith  jou rna lis ts , pacifists, 
outraged rad ica ls, tenors, and 
baritones.

N a tu ra lly  i t  is  foo lish  to believe 
th a t there are "broad preparations 
in  every coun try”  fo r  the Paris 
masquerade. Beaten down by unem­
ployment, the police, the Fascist 
bands, the betrayal o f the social 
democracy, and the impotence of 
the C. 1\, the A us tria n  p ro le ta ria t 
is hard ly  interested in  the ly ric ism  
of Barbusse, in  the rhe to ric  o f 
Bergery, and in  the petty m achin 
atious of Muenzenberg. In  w hat 
manner can the in te rna tiona l meet­
ing in  P aris change any th ing  in  
the A us trian  s itua tion  which not in, 
ten years, nor in  five, bu t th is  very 
duy is m oving towards the com 
plete suppression of the p ro le ta ria t?  
is n ’t  i t  clear th a t by speaking in  
its  boastfu l tone oil the Paris Con­
gress, Pravda completely reveals 
its  rea l sign ificance: to s idetrack a t­
tention from  re a lity  to fic tion , from  
the conquest of the masses to  
the parliam enta ry game, from  the 
ireconcilable clash o f the classes to 
collabora tion w ith  the “ free-lanc­
ers” , from  thd streets of Vienna to 
a luxurious h a ll in  a r ich  quarter 
of Paris, from  c iv il w a r to an ex­
ercise in  empty rhe to ric . In  other 
w o rd s : fro m  thd methods of B o l­
shevism to parliamentary cretin­
ism.

Thd paper Rundschau, published 
in  Basle by the S ta lin is t bureau­
cracy, w h ich  seems specia lly de­
stined to  prevent the German w o rk­
ers from  d raw ing  t in * 1 2 3 4 5 * necessary 
lessons o f the catastrophe, quotes 
the a rtic le  from  Pravda referred 
to above, in  its  issue No. 17 as a 
great reve lation. Do not lose cour­
age, A us tria n  p ro le ta ria n s ; B a r­
busse, a llied  w ith  your Kenner (sed

ON TROTSKY’S RETURN TO 
TH E  S. U.—RUMOR AND FACT

Some two months ago rum ors 
werd c ircu la ted according to  w h ich  
comrade T ro tsky was to  become 
reconciled w ith  S ta lin  and re tu rn  
to the 8ovid t Union. No member 
of the L e ft Opposition took these 
rum ors seriously. S ta lin ism  is 
lig h tin g  against the L e ft Opposi­
tion  more sharp ly  today than ever. 
Bukovsky has been deported to 
t lid  ice desert o f Yakutsk, the 
S ta lin is t pruss is p ro p -fu ll o f 
slanders and pogrom incitem ent 
against the Opposition, a t the 
Paris Congress our comrades 
were physica lly  attacked and fin ­
a lly  ejected w ith  the aid of thd 
French police.

In  add ition  to a ll th is, T ro tsky 
had refuted th is  senseless rum or 
and the denia l appeared some 
tim e ago in  the w o rld  press. B u t 
on ly now T. A. ¡3. 8., (o ffic ia l 
S ta lin is t press agency) comes 
along and re p o rts ;

“ The Voss Gazette (B e r lin )  of 
June 8 and various other papers 
report tha t the Soviet Union has 
perm itted T ro tsky ’s re tu rn  to 
Kussia, the Voss Gazette m aking 
rdfereuce to T ro tsky ’s represen­
ta tions to T u rk ish  press represen­
tatives. T. A. ¡8. 8. is  in  a posi­
t ion  to declare th a t T ro tsky ’s rd- 
presentations do not base them ­

selves upon the facts and obvious­
ly  flow from  an adventurous de­
sire to m isguide thd readers. 
T ro tsky  was long ago banished as 
a counter-revo lu tion ist, on the 
basis of a law  put in  force on 
February 20, 1032. The la tte r is 
and w i l l  rem ain in  force.”

T ro tsky  explaindd to an A m er­
ican press representative th a t i f  
the fu r th e r existence of the So­
viet Union should be threatdned 
by any danger, then he w i l l  be 
a t its  disposal w ith  a ll his forces. 
8o w i l l  the whole L e ft Opposition, 
i f  need be, evdn against the w il l  
o f the S ta lin ists.

(Continued on Page 4)

Nazis' Labor Front in A ction
Workers G et Big W age Cuts; Look for Leadership

great m a jo rity . Now, a fte r the 
in to x ica tion  o f v ic to ry , there fo l­
lowed very qu ick ly  the headache 
of the m orn ing a fte r. Now in  a ll 
the shops the so-called “ equaliza­
tio n ”  is being carried through 
w ith  the sharpest emphasis by the 
leaders of the H it le r  party . B u t 
wliat- does "equa liza tion ”  mean? 
K ad ica l reductions in  wages! 
Proofs? Here they a re :
How the Fascist Technique Works 

A t the beginning of May, in  a 
B e r lin  shop, the Free Trade Union 
shop councillors were "equalized” , 
i. e., dismissed. In  th d ir  place 
was pu t a com m issaria l shop 
counc illo r who had had noth ing to 
do w ith  the shop. The "equaliza­
tio n ”  its e lf is carried on as fo l­
lows : an S. A. storm  d iv is ion  oc­
cupies thd shop, the men are 
compelled to take p a rt in  thd o r­
ganization ceremony of the NSBO, 
the* so-called reporter uncorks some 
monstrous nonsense, promises para­
dise and threatens, "W hoever does 
not im m ediate ly enter the N8BO 
w i l l  bd regarded as an enemy to 
the state and arrested” . T h a t’s 
a ll. The Nazi press says, "A ga in  
the NBBO was able, a fte r long, pa­
tien t, comradely c la rifica tio n  to 
smash the last b u lw a rk  o f M a rx ­
ism. The men received the re j 
po rt o f our dxcellent pa rty  com­
rade X . Y. w ith  enthusiasm, and 
spontaneously entered the NSBO, 
a ll except a few unteachables, and 
them too we sha ll convince in  the 
course of tim e of the great ideas 
o f A do lf H it le r .  H e il H i t le r ! ”  

E ig h t days la te r, in  the m iddle 
of the work, a shop m’deting of the 
NSBO was suddenly called. The 
Nazi leader, a ii old forem an, known 
to be the worst hangman in  the 
company, opened the m edtiiig a fte r 
f irs t th row in g  out the non-members, 
i. e., the class-conscious workers. 
The commissarial shop councillo r 
(a Nazi leader) took the floor. “ Thd 
firm  faces bankruptcy, i t  has been 
operating a t a loss fo r  months. 
E ithe r the men w i l l  have to  take 
a wage cut, or the firm  w i l l  closd 
up and move out of town, where i t  
lias been promised free land and 
also cap ita l, i f  i t  establishes a shop 
there.”  A  commission is chosdn 
to negotiate w ith  the firm  as to the 
amount o f the wage cut.

Th is commission, which, na tu ra l­
ly  in  accordance w ith  the customs 
of the H it le r  regime, has nothing 
to say, camd back w ith  a wage 
cut. The office employees’ salaries 
were cut 33 1-2 percent the w o rk­
ers’ wages 25 per «h it. The office 
employees accepted th is  d ic ta tion . 
W ith  the workers i t  was more 
d ifficu lt. Tw o meetings broke up. 
The ord inary  p ro le ta rians under­
stood splendid ly how to take away 
the force of a ll the objections of 
the (N az i) d is tr ic t leadership. 
Only when the com m issaria l shop 
councillo r d ie ta to r ia lly  ordered the 
discharge o f tw o  fe llow -w orke rs  
who had taken a prom inent pa rt 
in  the defense against the wage 
_____ (Continued on Page 4)______

Archbishop Benjamin 'Blesses' USSR 
FSU Leaders Thank Wrangel Priest

New, York, N. Y.—On F rid a y  eve­
ning, June 30, a long ha irdd and 
long bearded Russian priest A rch ­
bishop Ben jam in, w earing a cassock 
w ith  a big cross on his chest ap­
peared a t the 'New Y ork  Labor 
Temple on 14th Street and delivered 
an anti-Soviet propaganda speech, 
pure and simple. H is  secretary, 
appearing in  the same a ttire , trans- 
la tdd the speech in to  English. A  
W h it#  Guard meeting you th ink?  
Not a t a ll. You are m istaken.

P aradoxica l as i t  may seem, th is  
meeting was arranged by the 
“ Friends o f the Soviet Un ion” . The 
F. S. U. ac tua lly  invitjed an enemy 
o f th e  Soviet Union to  de live r from  
its  p la tfo rm  a speech th a t was 
noth ing bu t a slander against the 
w o rk ing  class government from  be­
g inn ing to end. The Archbishop ad­
m itted  having bedn arrested by the 
Bolsheviks in  1920 and having fled 
w ith  the counter-revo lu tionary 
arm y o f Gdneral W rangel.

Fq i a ll o f th is  he received thanks 
and hand-shakings from  D r. LeRoy, 
who aetdd as chairm an o f the 
meetjpg, and B. Friedm an, d is tr ic t 
secretary o f the F. S. U., both o f 
them members o f the C. P.

The aud ito rium  was fille d  w ith  a 
m ixed audience, m ostly  workers, a 
number of whom were pa rty  mem­
bers and sympathizers. The meet­
in g  was advertized in  the pa rty  
press and through posters in  the 
W orkers Center. There wdre a 
number o f W h ite  Guards present 
as was demonstrated by the ap­
plause given whendver the speaker

emphasized the strength o f the 
church over the Soviet Government.

Here art? some of the remarks 
made by the W range lite  p rie s t:

“ There are a hundred m illio n  
Christians in  the Soviet Union. 
Ten m illio n  very courageously pro­
claimed th e ir  C h ris tia n ity .

“ F a ith  is grow ing in  the Soviet 
Union due to s u ffe r in g .. . .

“ The Greek O rthodox Church has 
a great fu tu re  in  the Soviet U n­
ion . . . .

“ Wd shouldn’t  oppose the Soviet! 
Union w ith  reaction, hatred, and 
virulence since its  existence is the 
w i l l  o f God. . . . ( ! ) .

La te r on he pointed out, “ th a t 
H it le r ’s government is also dud to 
the w i l l  o f God.”  And fu rth e r, he 
summed up w ith  an appeal: “ I f  
you could do anyth ing to  relieve the 
Church from  suffering, please do so. 
I f  thd church continues to suffer i t  
is God’s w ill. ”  And so on ad nau- 
sdam.

The report of the N. Y. Times 
on the next day quotes: “ The re li­
gious zeal o f the Russian people is 
grow ing da ily . Suffering is thd 
best cure fo r  a declin ing Chris- 
t ia n itv ” .

Now le t the workers judge fo r  
themselves whether these words ard 
pro or an ti-Soviet propaganda.

W hite  Guards applauded w arm ly. 
The workers looked at each o ther in  
confusion, shrugging th e ir  shoulddrs, 
not know ing w hat a ll th is  meant. 
W hat added to the confusion and 
disgust was the cha irm an’s rem arks

(Continued on Page 4)

Lay Basis for Real

Federation of 
Jobless in Ohio

The m ain accomplishment o f the 
Mahoning Valley W orkers United 
F ron t Conference was the dndorse- 
ment of the Federation of Unem­
ployed W orkers Leaguds o f A m er­
ica apd the ca lling  o f another con­
ference on Ju ly  16 fo r the purpose 
of organizing a local federation. 
T h is  j»roposal, w h ich was madd by 
Newby of the Le ft Opposition, was 
accepted unanim ously by the con­
ference o f 65 delegates who rdpre- 
sented 30 organizations w ith  ap- 
p ro x im a tly  5,000 supporters. . The 
local federation w ill,  o f coursd, be 
affilia ted w ith  the na tiona l federa­
tion  ; i t  w i l l  ..probably be called The 
Federation o f Unemploydd W orkers 
Organizations of M ahoning and 
T rum bu ll Counties.

Because the conference fa iled to 
ra lly  the support of any of thd A. 
F. of L. locals and was therefore 
composed o f representatives o f C. 
P.-influenced fra td rn a l, defense and 
unemployed organizations, on the 
one hand, and sections o f the Ohio 
Unemployed Leagues and various 
labor groups on the other, i t  was 
decided to l im it  the conference, fo r 
thd most part, to the problems of 
the unemployed. The lack of tim e 
also made such a lim ita t io n  advis­
able. B u t i t  was agreed tha t the 
broader probldms of the w ork ing  
class should be brought fo rw a rd  fo r 
action in  the nejvly formed federa­
tion. However, the usual resolu­
tions in  rdgard to social and unem­
ployment insurance, im m ediate re­
lie f, evictions, endorsement o f re- 
lid f march, struggles to free Mooney 
and the 8cottsboro Boys, etc., were 
adopted. The conference also hopes 
to make an attdm pt to influence the 
state and national conventions ca ll­
ed by the Ohio Unemployed League.

Part of Left Opposition
The confdrence was sabotaged by 

the A. F. of L., the Socialists, and 
the Musteites. (P erk ins o f the C. 
P. L. A. sat in  as an observer but 
did not subm it a creddntial o r take 
any pa rt in  the discussion, etc.). 
The L. O., however, played a, very 
active pa rt in  spite o f its  sm all 
forces. Thd proposal fo r  the P re­
lim in a ry  Conference came from  an 
O ppositionist who was chosen ta 
be on the Call Committee. The con,- 
fdrence was opened by a member 
of the L. O. who also acted success­
fu lly  as an authorized representa­
tive  o f the national office of the 
Feddration of Unemployed W orkers 
League o f Am erica. Furtherm ore, 
the Communist League of Am erica 
was the only organization to sub­
m it in  its  own name, a w r itte n  set 
of proposals fo r  th is  p a rtic u la r 
conference a copy o f these pro­
posals was given to every delegate. 
Ndwby of th  L. O., was chosen to  
continue w ith  the other Call Com­
m ittee members to serve on the en­
larged committee which is to pre­
pare the Federation Conference.

— N .

A GERMAN OPPOSITIONIST
CONDEMNED TO 5 YEARS 

BY TH E FASCISTS
R., Germany.— On the Sunday of 

the Reichstag elections, there was 
a clash bdtween 8. A. troops and 
workers over a red flag th a t had 
been hoisted on one of the house­
tops. The police' arrested a rb itra r­
i ly  two comrades, It. Itiess and 
E rich  Nduman and turned them 
over to the Fascist Special Court. 
There was no evidence th a t could 
be presented against them, especi­
a lly  not against thd la tte r. The 
cou rt sim ply *assumeH”  th a i he 
was g u ilty  and sentenced him  ac­
cord ingly.

Comrade E rich  Neumann is a vet­
eran of the labor movement and 
has enjoyed special prdstige in  his 
home town. As an u p rig h t and 
liondst functiona ry  he realized the 
weaknesses and shortcomings of 
the labor movement and did  his b it 
to figh t against thdm. For th is  
reason he also faced expulsion fro m  
the pa rty  in  the course of the last 
year fo r  “ conn ter-rdvo lu t ionary”  
fac tiona l work. B u t since the 
whole pa rty  section stood so lid ly  
behind him , the bureaucracy had 
to re fra in  from  expulsion. Today, 
the “ counter-revo lu tionary”  is one 
of the f irs t v ic tim s of the Fascist 
Spdcial Court.

TH E SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC  
PARTY OF GERMANY 

DECOMPOSES . . .
In  Karlsbad the Vorw aerts has 

reappeared as a social democratic 
weekly. Weis and Stampfer are 
publish ing i t  w ith  the aid of the 
Second In ternational.’  B u t the Gdr- 
man pa rty  takes a negative a ttitud e  
against the em igrants. The new 
leadership, under W estphal and 
Kudnstler, holds on to the sub­
mission ta c t ic ; side by side there 
is a strong current fo r  a reform  
from  top to bottom, and fu rth e r, 
a cu rren t fo r the creation of a new 
Independent Socialist P arty . B u t 
th is  much is c e rta in : Wdls and 
Stampfer, the tendency o f the “ New 
Vorw aerts” , are completely iso la t­
ed. We sha ll re tu rn  to  thesd de-, 

velopments la ter.

AN OPEN LETTER TO TH E  
COMMUNIST PARTY, U. S. A. A merica Cracks W h ip  

at London. Ruthless 
Policy Splits Confab

Lays Down Law to Rivals — Hands O ff the U. S. 
'Domestic' Problems First, 'International' Q ues­
tions Later. Roosevelt Ends 'Stabilization' Plans.

To the D is tr ic t Comm.,

D ist. 2, C. P. U. S. A.

Dear Comrades:

On Wednesday, June 28, an 
open-air meeting of the N. Y. 
Branch of the Communist League 
o f Am erica (O pposition), a t P it ­
k in  and B ris to l Streets was 
broken up by members of the 
pa rty  and tho Y. C. L.

B reaking up street meetings of 
opponent w ork ing class organiza­
tions is not a w ork ing  class or 
Communist practice. I t  has been 
condemned by every responsible 
w o rk ing  class organization. I t  
has been condemned by the Com­
m unist In te rn a tio n a l and the 
Communist P arty  of the U. S. I t  
can resu lt only in  d iscred iting 
the people and the movement 
which practice it .  Such tactics 
w i l l  repel workers who are mov­
ing towards Communism. M ore­
over i t  plays in to  the hands of 
the police who are looking fo r 
pretexts to break up w orkers’ 
open-air meetings.

We ca ll upon a ll p a rty  and Y. 
C. L. members and a ll workers 
generally to pu t a stop to th is  
an ti-w o rk ing  class practice. We 
ca ll upon the D is tr ic t Committee 
o f the C. P. to take the necessary 
stops to see th a t the jpembers of 
the pa rty  and Y. C. L. conduct 
themselves as workers and Com­
munists at workers meetings.

Comradely,

NEW  YO RK BRANCH, 

CO M M UN IST LE A G U E  OF 

A M E R IC A  (O P P O S IT IO N ).

The current crisis in  the London 
economic conference, brought on 
by Roosdvelt’s sharp note a tta ck ­
ing the a ttem pt to stab ilize the 
Am erican do lla r in  the in te rna ­
tiona l exchange m arket, has brought 
out openly and sharp ly the funda­
m ental contradiction of the whole 
confdrence : the contrad iction be­
tween tjje  national organization of 
the power o f the bourgeoisie and 
its  in te rna tiona l interests. Of a ll 
the im p eria lis t powers represented 
at the conference, the United States 
is tak ing the most aggressive mea­
sures to concentrate a l l power in  
the hands o f a sm all inner circle 
of the topmost levels of the bour­
geoisie, and to in te rlock the appar­
atus of the national government 
w ith  th is  concentrated cap ita lis t 
power. Therefore i t  was only na­
tu ra l tha t the con trad ic tion  be­
tween the na tiona l and the in te r­
national organization of the d ic ta ­
torship of the bourgeoisie should 
find its  sharpest expression in  the 
ac tiv ities  of precisely the Am erican 
delegation a t the conference. T ha t 
is also why the Am erican delega­
tion, which showed superfic ia lly  
such vacilla tions and uncerta in ities 
in  its  proposals to the conference, 
was precisely the only which came 
out w ith  a clear-cut statem ent on 
any subject—and that statement 
was “No” to a project of interna­
tional collaboration in thd stabili­
zation of the fo re ign exchanges.

I t  would be inexact to see the 
contrad iction in  policy as one of 
extreme nationalism  on .the p a rt 
of the United States, and o f in ­
ternationalism  on the pa rt of other 
countries, or even as a c la ff i of con­
f lic tin g  nationalism s alone. I t  is 
a contrad ic tion between the pro­
gram of meeting the crisis by a 
concentration o f contro l in  the 
hands p i  the na tiona l bourgeoisie, 
o f coordination and m ob iliza tion  
w ith  the iiuriKi.se of th row in g  the 
burdens o f the cris is  on to the 
w ork ing class and the petty bour­
geoisie, on the one hand, and thd 
policy o f tru s tin g  to the in tr in s ic  
forces o f recovery of cap ita lism  
as expressed in  the free in te rp lay  
of com petition on the w orld  m ar­
kets, o il the other.

In  the U n ited States, where the 
crisis inis had the most devastating 
effect, where unsolved contradic­
tions masked by the preceding per­
iod of s tab iliza tion  from  1923-1929 
had accumulated the highest, where 
the trans ition  from  a re la tive ly  
backward pre-war economy to  a 
highly-developed im p e ria lis t eco­
nomy involves the w ip ing out o f the 
relics of the uneven development 
o f the past by b ru ta l shocks and 
v io len t readjustments, the concen­
tra tion  of contro l in  the hands o f 
the "executive committee of the 
bourgeoisie" has been throw n on 
l lie order of the day.

Least o l a ll countries is the gov­
ernment of the United States w ill-

C. P. Expels A . Goldman
Prominent I. L. D . Attorney Answers Party Charges

The D a ily  Worker recently re- | 
ported the expulsion of A lb e rt 
Goldman, long standing pa rty  
member and leading counsel o f 
the In te rn a tion a l Labor Defense 
in  Chicago, from  the officia l p a rty  
ranks. A  whold series of charges 
were filed against him . In  a 
statem ent .issued by comrade.; 
Goldman and reprin ted below, the 
expelled comrade discusses the 
m erit of these charges on the 
basis of fac t and his own view 
of the expulsion. Comrade Gold­
man has held a pub lic  meeting on 

the whole a ffa ir  in  Chicago, an 
account of which is given bel­
lo w .— Ed.

Chicago, 111.— Three hundred
party  members and sympathizers 
attended a meeting on June 28, 
called, by comrade A lb e rt Goldman, 
on his expulsion from  thd Commun­
is t pa rty . The expulsion o f com­
rade Goldman, who has been a 
pa rty  member fo r many years and 
whose a c tiv ity  in  the courts of 
Chicago on behalf of the revo lu­
tiona ry  workers is thd ta lk  o f the 
movement, caused a surprise and 
resentment, unexpected by the local 
S ta lin is t bureaucrats.

The subjdct of the meeting “ C r it­
icism by E xpu ls ion” was an ex­
trem ely tim e ly  one. Comrade Gold­
man traced the o r ig in  of his con­
flic t w ith  the p a rty  leadership on 
the question of thd  un ited  fro n t 
and on other fundam ental ques­
tions re la tin g  to the revo lu tionary 
strategy and tac tics  o f the Com­
munists. H is  attempts to iron  
out these differdnees w ith in  the 
confines o f the pa rty  were render­
ed impossible because of thd s tran­
gu la ting  ho ld th a t the bureaucrats 
m ainta in. Goldman pointed out 
th a t in  every dispute he had w ith  
the party, his position was d is to rt­
ed and violated, ¡simply bdeause he 
was never given the opportun ity  to 
make his po in t of view public so 
tha t the membership could under­
stand it .

Th is bureaucratic contro l o f the 
P arty  and thd lack o f inner dem­
ocracy or discussio^i, Goldman 
pointed out, was not a local phen­
omenon, bu t arose d irec tly  out of 
the conditions in  the Russian party  
and can be traced back to  the 
struggle against T ro tsky and the 
L e ft Opposition, over thd funda­
m ental questions of the revo lu­
tion . Goldman showed th a t his 
attem pts to invoke a discussion on 
the question of the un ited fro n t in  
gendral, and specifically on the de­
feat in  Germany, was prevented by 
the p a rty  leadership, th a t exists by 
re ta in ing  the rank and file  in  a 
state o f ignoraned and b lind  obedi­
ence. The speech had a profound 
effect upon these present and a 
live ly  discussion ensudd. In  the 
discussion comrades Poindexter and 
Becker spoke, together fo r  fo r ty  
minutes, on the pa rty  position. The 
spedches were a defense o f the 
p a rty  bureaucracy. E xtrem ely 
trag ic  was th e ir view  on Germany 
— where they ind ignan tly  refuse to

regard the v ic to ry  of Fascism in  
Gdrmany as a defeat fo r the Ger­
man w ork ing class. The essence of 
the ir remarks was tha t Goldman 
had entered the ranks of the re­
negades.

Thd meeting closed w ith  over f i f ty  
names co ileded as those interested 
in the organization of a Commun­
is t school th is  coming fa ll, and 
w ish ing to pa rtic ijia te .

»  ■•* *

TH E  STATEMENT OF 
COMRADE GOLDMAN

Even a cursory analysis of the 
statement of d is tr ic t eight w ith  re­
ference to my expulsion shows tha t 
the main reason fo r thd expulsion 
is my view 011 the un ited fro n t tac­
tic, especially as applied in  the 
Chicago united fro n t action o f the 
unemployed workers in  Octobdr, 
1932; my opin ion o f the tactics of 
the German Communist P arty  in  
the struggle against Fascism ; and 
my c ritic ism  of the method of the 
ca lling  o f the Free Tom Moondy 
Congress.

M y v io la tion  of discipline a t the 
Mooney Congress, the fa c to r tha t 
led to my expulsion, is rea lly  incid- 

( Continued on Page 4)

New York, N. Y.— The s tr ike  of 
4,000 pocketbook workers is the 
best answer to the demand fo r 
open shops o f the In d u s tr ia l Coun­
c il o f Ldather Goods Employers 
Association. In  the f irs t week of 
the s trike  25 non-union shops were 
stopped from  work. The response 
of the workers is excdllent. The 
s trike rs  are p icketing the shops 
da ily . W hat is necessary now is 
mass picketing and mass demon­
stra tions in  the m arket to sprdad 
the s trike  to  the rest o f the scab 
shops.

In  the last issue o f The Militant 
we wrote an analysis of the condi­
tions in  the M orris  W hite  shops 
where the workers are forced to 
a s ta rva tion  level. Today we 
can show th a t through the m il i­
tancy of the workers in  the M or­
ris  W hite  shop in  N. Y., th is  boss 
was forced to settle w ith  the union 
and concede to thd union demands:

(1) 40 hour w eek;
(2) No reorganization and re- 

„ ad justm ents ;
(3) One week t r ia l period and 

the m in im um  wage scale en- 
foredd.

(4 ) U nion ization o f the B ridge­
port shop;

(5) 44 hours fo r the B ridgeport 
workers instead o f the 49 
hours they worked previous­
ly ;

(6 j A  raise in  wages fo r the 
workers, e tc ;

Thd agreement has not been sign­
ed as yet. M orris  W h ite  employs 
250 workers in  N. Y. and 150 w o rk­

ing to give up, even tem porarily , 
even in  part, any of its  rap id ly  in ­
creasing contro l over the processes 
of readjustm ent w ith in  its  na tiona l 
economy. Roosevelt s statement 
was q jiite  exp lic it, tha t "The sound 
in te rna l economic system of a na­
tion is a greater factor in its  w e ll­
being than the price of its  currency 
in changing terms o f the currencies 
of other nations ”. When he goes 
on to add, "R estoration o f w orld  
trade is an im portan t partner, both 
m the means and in  the resu lt” , he 
shows c learly th a t th is  in te rna l 
m obilization and concentration o f 
contro l is directed toward domina­
tion  of w o rld  m arkets by greater 
power in  in te rna tiona l struggle, not 
by in te rna tiona l agreement.

The la te r statement of the A m ­
erican delegation, am p lify ing  the 
note struck by Roosevelt, th a t “ We 
are interested in  Am erican com­
m odity prices; w ha t is to  be the 
value, of the do lla r in  terms o f fo r ­
eign currencies is not and cannot 
be our im m ediate concern” , re in ­
forces the hypocrisy and deception 
of the Roosevelt statement.

/Wha(, they say is "F irs t  le t us 
carry through our policy in  Am er­
ica, then we sha ll could to an 
agreement w ith  the rest o f the 
w o rld ” ; what they mean is, “ We 
w ant to ca rry  through our po licy 
in  America w ith o u t interferened 
from  the rest of the w orld  so th a t

ers in  Bridgeport, Conn. C ritic ism  
should be made of the union o f­
ficia ls fo r th e ir fa ilu re  to state 
specifically exactly how tlidy  in tend 
to have the workers of B ridgeport 
labor under the same conditions as 
the workers in  N. Y. The danger 
is tha t the conditions of the Bridgd- 
port workers w i l l  not lie raised to 
the level o f the conditions in  N. Y. 
The workers in both cities w i l l  be 
seriously affeetdd i f  such a s itua ­
tion  develops.

A nother such firm  is Resnick 
Bros., which has a so-called union 
shop in  N. Y. and two shops out 
of town, in  Holyoke and Spring- 
field, Mass. Settlements w ith  these 
shops and conditions d iffe rdn t from  
those in  N. Y. w i l l  resu lt in  un­
d e r l in in g  the conditions o f the 
workers in  th is  c ity . Then the 
employers w i l l  p lay the same d ir ty  
game against the workdrs in  N. Y. 
and out o f town.

We warn the workers of these 
shops to see to i t  in  tim e so th a t 
settlements of out of tow n shops 
w il l  be madd on the same basis as 
those in  N. 1’ . The workers o f the 
shops should have no illus ions 
tha t the present leadership w i l l  en­
force the agrdement. They must be 
on guard to insure the enforcement 
of the new agreement.

O ur “ F ra te rn a l C lub”  adm ini- 
s tra tipn  is more intdrested in  the 
In d u s tria l Recovery B il l  than they 
are in  the enforcement o f the 
agréments fo r  be ttd r w ork ing con­
ditions. Pocketbook workers, on 
guard! —n . D. F.

Pocketbook Strikers W in  Demands 
from Morris W hite  Co. in Struggle

(Continued on Page 4)

Berlin, Germany.— H itle r  issued 
a decree sho rtly  a fte r he had taken 
over power— u n til September 30, 
1033, no wage scales could be 
changed against t lid  in terests of 
the workers. The government o r­
dered— the NSBO (Nazi shop o r­
ganization ) is not allowed to de­
pose shop councils o r discharge 
workers in  any shop on its  own au­
th o rity . Only the police chief, hav­
ing ju risd ic tio n , can take such ac­
tion . The na tiona l leader o f the 
"Labor F ro n t”  issued the fo llow ing  
decree a fte r the occupation of thd 
German Gdneral Trade Union Fed­
eration—-No employer sha ll dare to 
take advantage of the monentary 
confusion caused by the tak ing  
over by force of large organizations, 
to change thd wages and schedules 
of the workers, He w i l l  be regard­
ed as an enemy to the state and 
held responsible.

B ig  words. The adhdrents o f 
H it le r  in  the shops pointed tr iu m ­
phantly  to these decrees before the 
others, who active ly  o r passively 
rdject Fascism. And in  spite of, or 
even because of the barbarous per­
secution o f the class-conscious 
workers, the la tte r  are s t i l l  the
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AMONG THE YOUTH
Break United Front 
at Chicago Anti- 
Fascist M eet

Chicago, 111.— The Chicago S tal­
in is ts , like  those of a ll other char's, 
fo llow ing  the appearance o f the 
Com intern Manifesto, appealing fo r 
na tional un ited fronts w ith  social- 
democratic organizations fo r  the 
purpose' of a id ing the v ic tim s o f 
German Fascism, issued a ca ll fo r 
a loca l un ited fro n t. We shan’t 
deal here w ith  the 'vest pocket’ 
na ture of th is  un ited fro n t nor o f 
its  tendencies to dissolve itse lf in to  
a permament organization. This 
body, in  line  w ith  its  work, planned 
a dem onstration to  be held in  
Chicago on June 24th.

Some weeks la te r, through the 
in it ia t iv e  of the “ A rbe ite r R ing 
M itte i Schule”  a U n ited F rn t A n ti- 
Fascist Youth Conference was held. 
(A  rea l un ited fro n t) .  Throughout 
the conference the representative's 
o f the Spartacus Youth Club, who 
constituted the L e ft w ing of the 
conference, waged a relentless 
struggle against the bloc o f the 
S ta lin is ts  w ith  the R ig h t w ing in 
an e ffo rt to establish the r ig h t of 
organ izationa l independence, etc. As 
in  evdry struggle, the S ta lin is ts  
vacilla ted from  one position to an­
other. The S. Y. C. carried fo rth  
a consistent ba ttle  and in  spite of 
our uncom prising position against 
the' R igh t and Center wings of the 
conference, won the respect of ev­
ery delegate present. F o r th is  we 
received an adequate reward.

Spartacus Speaker Chosen 
By Conference

The Y outh  Conference had agreed 
to support the dem onstration of the 
adu lt conference. For th is  the 
adults promised us a speaker at. 
the demonstration. The S ta lin is ts  | 
a t the Youth Conference who, we, 
m ust remember, supported o r ig in ­
a lly  the R ig h t w ing  on every im ­
po rtan t po litica l question, expected 
as a rew ard fo r  th is  th a t the R igh t 
w ing would support th e ir nom ina­
tions and motions on a ll organiza­
tio n a l questions. F o r speaker 2 
nom inations were made,— M orris  j 
F ine o f the Y. C. L. and Nathan 
Gould of the Spartacus Youth Club 
To the great surprise of the S ta lin -j 
ists the la tte r  was supported by i 
every delegate bu t the S ta lin is ts 1 
and was elected speaker. I

A  m otion was prom ptly  in tro ­
duced which provided tha t we at-: 
tem pt to have two speakers^ and 
th a t the second speaker be F ine.' 
Accord ing ly i t  was agred upon tha t 
i f  tw o speakers of d iffe rent organ­
iza tions in  the Youth U. F. should 
speak, they be perm itted to repre­
sent th e ir respective organization 
from  the P la tfo rm .

From  the outset the S ta lin is ts  
broke the United F ron t. F irs t  they 
revised a leaflet th a t had been ac­
cepted by the pu b lic ity  committee, 
w ith o u t consulting any member o f 
the committee. Second, they a t­
tempted to prevent our comrades 
from  selling the Young Spartacus 
a t the demonstration. A t  the same 
tim e they sold Young Workers, 
Labor Defenders, etc. T h ird , Y. C. 
L . members demanded th a t we 
leave the dem onstration and pro­
mised to beat us i f  we d idn ’t. O f 
the other and most im portan t 
breaches we sha ll speak la ter.

S ta lin is t D is rup tion
To the S ta lin is t cha irm a ij they 

announced th a t there was to be 
only one youth speaker and he was 
not tjp be, as the conference de­
cided, comrade Gould, bu t comrade 
Fine. A fte r a long argum ent the 
chairm an agreed to pe rm it Gould 
to s_peak, but announced alsn th a t 
F ine would speak. Furthe r, against 
a l l  decisions of the conference, they 
placed upon the box George Sm ir- 
k in  o f the Y. P. S. L., an organiza­
tion  w ith in  the Youth Conference. 
Th is conference had made no nom­
ina tion  o f S m irk in , nor was he p ick ­
ed by a conference emergency com­
m ittee (there was none). B u t w ith ­
out anyone know ing why or where­
fore, S m irk in  was placed upon the 
box. T h is  fact, plus the fa c t th a t 
F ine was scheduled to speak, gave 
Gould the opportun ity  to speak as 
a L e ft Oppositionist.

The thought of an Oppositionist 
speaking at th is  ‘s tr ic t ly ’ S ta lin is t 
a ffa ir, to almost 5,000 workers, 
most o f whom were C. P. members 
o r sympathizers, th rew  te rro r in to  
the hearts o f the bureaucrats. John 
W illiam son in  his frenzy saw h im ­
self before the con tro l commission 
charged w ith  “ Rotten L ibe ra lism ” . 
The workers listened s ilen tly  to the 
firs t few sentences of the speech. 
When. W illiam son was convinced of 
the Oppositional na ture o f the 
speech he lost contro l and proceed­
ed to shout like  a hysterica l woman.

Fearing the c ritic ism  he pro­
ceeded to w ork  up a lynch s p ir it. 
“ Counter-revo lutionary” ! he shout­
ed, “ Off w ith  the T ro ts k y is ts !”  
“He can’t  a ttack  our p a r ty !”  “ En­
emy o f the W ork ing C lass!”  “ Stop 
h im !”  “ T h row  the renegades o ff” ! 
E tc. Thus he carried fo rth  the 
h is to rica l tra d itio n  of Stalin ism .

The dem onstration was in  con­
fusion. The S ta lin is t hecklers were 
a t work. Sluggers form ed a cor­
don around our comrades. Shouts 
from  a l l corners. W orkers demand­
ing  the righ ts  of the un ited f ro n t;  
th a t the speaker be perm itted to 
complete the speech. S ta lin is ts  
booing. The speaker w i l l  not stop. 
The loud „ speaker w h ich had been 
erected du ring  the course o f the 
speech was opened and suddenly 
shut off. Threats to  the speaker 
are coming from  the bureaucrats 
around the p la tfo rm . They d id  not 
spare th e ir  words a t th is  un ited 
fro n t demonstration. Gould was 
pushed from  the p la tfo rm .

The Left Opposition le f t  in  a

Lessons of the Leninist U nited Front Tactic

A  Resolution of the 
Int’l Left Opposition
Declaration of the International 

Left Opposition (Bolshevik - 
Leninists) to the Youth 

Conference at Paris
The workers o f the w orld  stand 

a t a tu rn ing  point. A fte r  a series 
o f v ictories of im p e ria lis t reaction, 
p a rtic u la r ly  Fascism, the p ro le ta ria t 
w i l l  yet have to pass th rough years 
of hard tests and d ifficu lt struggle. 
The con tinu ity  o f the revo lu tionary 
movement can be assured only on 
the condition th a t new phalanxes 
of convinced and tested figh ters 
('merge from  the younger genera­
tion.

The social democracy, as its  
f lig h t before H it le r  very c learly 
shows, is able to educate lackeys, 
but not fighters. The young w o rk ­
ers have noth ing to learn  in  the 
school o f th is  pa rty . The school o f 
M arx and Lenin, alone, shows them 
the way to break through the im ­
pe ria lis t and Fascist he ll in to  So­
c ia lis t society.

A lthough we appeal to the w o rk­
ers to ra lly  around the banner of 
!he Communist In te rna tiona l we 
deem i t  necessary to  c learly  po in t 
out tha t the revision of the tenets 
of Communism and the bureaucratic 
degeneration o f the regime power­
fu lly  fe tte rs the influence of t j je ' 
C.I. on the young workers and re n -1 
ders th e ir correct revo lu tiona ry  
education d ifficu lt.

The revision o f the doctrine has 
found its  w orst expression in  the 
theory o f “ socialism in  one coun­
t r y "  which undermines pro le ta rian  
in te rna tiona lism  and covers up a ll 
sorts of pe tty bourgeois, reaction­
ary, utopian and na tiona lis t ten­
dencies in  the workers ranks.

The In te rn a tion a l L e ft Opposition 
(B o lshevik-Len in is ts), in  a series 
of program m atic documents, on the 
basis o f the experience of the last 
ten years, lias denounced the fa ta l 
d is tortions introduced in to  the the­
ory and practice o f Communism by 
Bureaucratic Centrism . I t  is  nec­
essary, here, at a youth conference 
to strenuously protest against the 
bureaucratic regime in s titu ted  in  
the pa rty  which stifles the in te rna l 
life  o f the Communist vanguard and 
closes the road to an independent 
development of the youth.

B lind  obedience is a v ir tu e  in  a 
soldier o f a capitalist arm y bu t not 
in a pro le ta rian  figh ter. Revolu­
tionary  discip line is founded on 
collective thought and collective 
w ill.  A  supporter o f the theory of 
scientific Communism does not be­
lieve anyth ing on word. He judges 
everyth ing by reason and by ex­
perience. The youth cannot accept 
M arxism  on command, i t  should 
assim ilate i t  fo r  its e lf  through an 
independent e ffo rt o f thought. This 
is precisely why the youth should 
not only have the opportun ity  to 
educate its e lf but to make mistakes 
in  order to rise through its  own 
errors to the Communist conception. 
Bureaucratic and fac titious  d iscip­
line has crumbled to dust a t the 
moment o f danger. R evolutionary 
d iscip line does not exclude bu t de­
mands the r ig h t of checking and 
c ritic ism . Only thus can an in ­
destructible revo lu tionary soldiery 
be created.

The young w orker needs leader­
ship from  the pa rty . B u t th is  lead­
ership should not be by command. 
W here coercion is substituted at 
each step fo r persuasion a ll liv in g  
breath flees from  the organization 
and w ith  i t  the liv in g  people.

Not only must we rebuff but m er­
cilessly destroy the use o f repres­
sion, slander and physica l methods 
in  the strugg le o f the d iffe rent group­
ings and factions inside the w o rk­
ers movement. These invid ious 
methods have noth ing in  common 
w ith  the arsenal o f Communist edu­
cation. and put in to  c ircu la tio n  du r­
ing the las t ten years by the S ta l­
in is t bureaucracy have poisoned 
the atmosphere o f the p ro le ta rian  
vanguard, p a rtic u la r ly  in  the youth, 
and isolated the organizations from  
the broad w ork ing masses. Here 
also we m ust p u r ify  the revo lution- 
ay doctrines from  S ta lin ism  to  d ra in  
the in te rna l regime in 'o rde r to set 
the Communist In te rn a tion a l back 
on the path of Marx and Lenin.

THE U N ITE D  ACTION OF TH E  
WORKING CLASS

The confusion w ith in  the ranks 
of the w o rk ing  class on the ques­
tion  of the U n ited F ron t is p rim ­
a r ily  due to the present leaderships 
of the Second and T h ird  In te rn a ­
tional. A ll  leaders who fear a test 
in  action, leaders who fear a com­
parison of policies, leaders who re­
ta in  contro l o f th e ir  organizations 
by bureaucratic methods— and those 
who a rt' the d irec t agents o f the 
cap ita lis t class w ith in  our ranks— 
fear the un ited fro n t o f the w o rk ­
ing class. The pressure o f the 
masses through the un ited fro n t 
places a heavy burden upon a ll mis- 
leaders and non-M arxian leaders. 
T ha t leadership w h ich  has a cor­
rect policy and uses a l i t t le  com­
mon horse-sense w i l l  be favored to 
the highest degree by un ited action 
of the w ork ing  class.

For these reasons, many organ i­
zation are system atica lly kept out 
of un ited fro n t action ' o r are mis- 
educated purposely by leaders who 
cannot stand the test. Those lead­
ers who fear the test demand either 
a non-aggression pact (socia l dem­
ocrats) o r leadership o f the move­
ment conceded in  advance (S ta lin ­
ism ), where the workers are to ld 
to jo in  the un ited fro n t under Com­
m unist leadership. O ther form s 
used by these misleaders and non- 
M arx ian  leaders are the un ited 
fro n t from  below, o r the un ited 
fro n t of leaders alone, or the un i­
ted fro n t of leaders in  negotiation 
behind closed doors. A ll such “ u n i­
ted fro n ts ”  are false, are a denial 
in  substance though not in  name, 
in  order to cover up and to avoid 
the test in  action w h ich  flows from  
the Len in is t un ited fron t.

The tw o most pow erfu l w ork ing 
class organizations in  the w o rld  
the social democrats and the S ta l­
in is ts  have been m iseducating the 
re fo rm is t and revo lu tiona ry  w o rk ­

ing class on the question of the 
un ited fro n t. Likew ise, the reac­
tiona ry  A. F. L. leadership fear 
th is  pow erfu l w o rk ing  class wea­
pon. The most c rim ina l o f a l l ' in  
m iseducating the w ork ing  class, 
are the S talin ists. W hy— because 
we expect nothing else bu t con- 
fusiou, opportunism  and miseduca- 
tion  from  the socia list and reac­
tiona ry  labor leaders; such leaders 
jo in  un ited action only a fte r mass 
pressure forces them in to  the un i­
ted f r o n t ; such leaders openly op­
pose revo lu tionary M arx ism  as 
practised in  the Russian revo lu tion 
by the Bolsheviks under the lead­
ership of Lenin and T rotsky.

B u t those who c la im  to abide by 
the decisions o f the Communist In ­
terna tional, as the S ta lin is ts  do, 
and who in  re a lity  have systematic­
a lly  revised M arxism , m ust be ex­
posed fo r w hat they are w orth , a ll 
the more so because they have 
usurped the October Revolution and 
have under th e ir  influence the 
gratest number o f revo lu tion ists 
th a t m ust be won over back to in ­
te rna tiona lism ' to M arxism .

I f  we consider two periods of 
the h is to ry  o f the errors of S ta lin ­
ism * on the question of the united 
fron t, which by no means was the 
most ha rm fu l error, bu t w h ich  flow ­
ed from  more basic deviation's 
from  revolutionary- M arxism , we 
can realize how great is the con­
fusion contribu ted to by Stalin ism . 
On outstanding example, in  the 
f irs t stage o f the blunders, was the 
un ited fro n t w ith  leaders, in  the 
B r it is h  General S trike ' and in  the 
Chinese Revolution" In  these 
struggles the S ta lin is ts  and th e ir 
bedfellows, the R ig h t wingers, 
th rew  overboard a ll the lessons and 
experiences of the Russian Revolu­
tions. They v io la ted the A  B  C of 
how to make a un ited fro n t and to 
set the masses in  m otion and how 
to break a un ited fro n t when the

allies begin to break and openly be­
tra y  the movement. A fte r  a series 
of such blunders and errors, the 
defeat o f the Chinese revo lu tion 
had the sobering effect o f w aking 
them up. B u t to wake up and to 
find the correct path— — are two 
d iffe rent th ings and the f irs t w ith ­
out the la tte r w i l l  on ly lead to  new 
mistake's. A fte r  burn ing th e ir  fin ­
gers badly w h ile  p lay ing around 
w ith  the leaders, the non-M arxian 
S ta lin is ts  swung to the other ex­
treme, to “ correct”  the e rro r' w ith ­
out adm itting  the error, and there­
by, the notorious “ T h ird  Period” .

The opportun ist R ig h t zig-zag of 
the united fro n t— from  above— had 
the fu l l  support o f the R igh t w ing 
but the S ta lin is ts ’ u ltra -L e ft zig­
zag— to the un ited fro n t from  be­
low— was not consistent w ith  the 
R ight w ing opportun is t line of 
policy and the un ited fro n t w ith  
leaders. Whereas, the B r it is h  Gen­
eral S trike  and the Chinese Revolu­
tion  were the outstanding exam­
ples of the R ight-Centre (Bucharin- 
S ta lin ) mistakes on the united 
fro n t from  above w ith  leaders, the 
v ic to ry  of Fascism in  Germany is 
•the crowning defeat and expression 
of the "un ited  fro n t from  below” . 
As T ro tsky says, S ta lin ism  w i l l  go 
down w  h is to ry  as the leader of 
defeats. The wrong concept o f th,e 
united fro n t as w e ll as the defeat 
is the resu lt of a more basic rev i­
sionism o f M arxism  by Stalin ism . 
Throughout th is  whole period the 
In te rn a tion a l L e ft Opposition has 
carried  on a figh t against the S ta l­
in is ts  and social democrats and 
other po litica l currents and the ir 
position on the un ited fro n t ' and 
since then, h is to ry  has confirmed 
the correctness of our position on 
th is  tac tica l and stra teg ica l ques­
tion  as w e ll as on more funda­
mental questions of M arxism .

I HUGO O E H LE R
I (To be continued)

THE WORKERS FRONT
Millinery Strike Progress 

in Los Angeles
In  the las t issue o f The M il ita n t 

there appeared a report on the 
m ilita n t s tr ike  now in  progress in  
one of the m illin e ry  shops in  Los 
Angeles, Cal. We pub lish  below a 
press release issued by the S trike  
Committee on J u ly  1, 1933:

A  Delegate's View  
of the I.W .O .

Convention
Bethlehem, Pa.— Over tw o years 

ago, on the in it ia t iv e  o f the L e ft 
w ing in  the W orkm en’s Circle, the) 
In te rn a tion a l W orker’s O rder was 
organized. S im ultaneously a ca ll 
was sent out to the H ungarian, 
Slovak and Russian sick-benefit o r­
ganizations fo r am algam ation. Each 
of these fra te rn a l bodit's approved 
the amalgam ation proposal in  spe­
c ia l conventions.

A  committee on constitu tion  and 
by-laws was appointed by the cen­
tra l bodies fo r  the entire  amalgam­
ated organiation. The results of 
their_ labors along w ith  the neces­
sary changes made by the language 
sections, cen tra l and constitu tion  
committees were sent to the various 
branches on ly two weeks before the 
convention ! M ost o f the branches 
called special meetings fo r  the p u r­
pose qf discussing the constitu tion 
and by-laws. The changes made or 
the approval granted by these 
branches were again sent to the 
centra l committee.

B u t to our great surprise we 
found, th a t in  thd Slovak w orkers ’ 
.convention, fo r  instance, a Jcon- 
s titu tio n  committee of 5 was ap­
pointed, consisting o f three func­
tionaries and tw o rank and file  de­
legates by the centra l executive 
committee o f the Slovak section. 
This was reported to the conven­
tion  and, o f course, “ approved” —  
through thd use o f steam ro lle r 
methods.

This committee also made some 
changes so th a t the delegates now 
had fo u r d iffe rent d ra fts  in  th e ir 
hands. Confusion resulted much to 
the' jo y  o f the bureaucrats.

Tlie Chicago Convention
The convention of the language 

sections lasted fo r two days. Four 
days were spent in  the jo in t  ses­
sions o f a ll the delegates. More 
than G47 delegates partic ipated in  
these jo in t  sessions, m aking i t  more 
of a mass meeting than a conven­
tion. The most bureaucratic m eth­
ods were used to jam  through a ll 
the plans of the functionaries.

I f  absolutistic, au tocra tic  cen­
tra lism  is to be used anywhere i t  
w ill ce rta in ly  be in  thd I .  W. O. 
The constitu tion  gives the centra l 
committee a li the priv ileges and 
the righ ts  and the rank and file 
a ll t lie  w o rk  and dude's, w ith o u t 
any r ig h ts !

Yet, fo r  a ll its  shortcomings, the
I. W. O. is a workers’ organization 
and has to be dealt w ith  as such. 
Th is cannot be done in  the abstract 
but by jo in in g  its  ranks, active ly 
pa rtic ip a ting  in  a l l o f its  ac tiv ities  ; 
by struggle w ith in  it ,  its  mistakes 
can be corrected.

No doubt, a ll sorts o f names and 
epithets w i l l  be hurled a t us by 
the S ta lin is t bureaucrats. B u t when 
we consider th a t there are about 1 
m illio n  organized under the d irect 
influence and contro l o f the agents 
o f the bourgeoisie, the reform ists 
and .nationalists, we can see how 
necessary i t  is to approach them 
w ith  tim e ly  issue's and re c ru it large

numbers o f them in to  the I .  W. O. 
The tim e ly  issue now is social in ­
surance and old age pensions. T h is  
is a po litica l reform , i t  is true, 
bu t i t  w i l l  serve to u n ify  the w o rk­
ers on a class basis.

The' I .  W . O. m ust be made a 
mass organizadon, a rec ru itin g  s u u  
tion  fo r  the non-class conscious ele­
ments, a reservoir of revo lu tionary 
support, a source o f class educa­
tion.

The I.  ,W. O. can and w i l l  f u l f i l l  
these requirements provided the 
rank and tile  is able to con tro l US' 
leaders. This du ty  fa lls  heavily 
upon the Jew ish workers, who w ith ­
drew from  the W orkm en’s C irc le  
as a revo lt against its  reactionary 
leaders and bureaucracy. I t  is  
th e ir  du ty and the du ty  o f a ll the 
members not to pe rm it the newly 
fornn'd I.  W. O. to  be degraded 
and corrupted by any bureaucracy.

The jo in t session o f the conven­
tion  decided to issue a m anifesto 
addressed to the workers in  the 
various fra te rn a l orders. V a r i­
ous resolutions were adopted 
among them one on social in s u r­
ance and old  age pensions.

The most im portan t fea ture • of 
the L  W. O. is its  class character 
and p ro le ta rian  composition. I t  is 
one o f the tasks of the L e ft  Opposi­
tion  to st'e to i t  th a t th is  organiza­
tion  becomes an effective in s tru ­
ment o f support fo r  the w ork ing  
class movement generally. — C-o.

C O L .  R O B I N S O N  
1 9 1 8  a n d  1 9 3 3

S ta lin  is most un fortuna te  in  his 
in terviews. Since the in te rna tiona l 
scandal resu lting  from  the publica­
tion  of h is ta lks w ith  M r. Campbell, 
the Am erican g ian t-fa rm  advisor to 
the Soviets, he has chosen his in ­
terviewers, as W a lte r D u ran ty  re- 
,ports, very ca re fu lly . H e was 
closeted w ith  Colonel Raymond 
Robins fo r  an hour and a ha lf. A l­
though the Colonel had promised 
not to reveal the nature o f the d is­
cussion, he did  le t loosevthe fo llo w ­
ing illu m in a tin g  rem a rks :

“ In  1918 I  saw the f irs t M ay Day 
celebration a fte r the Bolshevist rev­
o lu tion— out a t K hodinka fie ld— on 
the personal in v ita tio n  o f Leon 
T rotsky. F ifteen hundred ta tte red  
soldiers of the Red A rm y, a few 
thousand ‘-Red Guards’ o f the arm ­
ed p ro le ta ria t and an inchoate 
throng of workers streamed past 
the review ing stand.

“ This year, a fte r fifteen years, I  
watched in  Red Square a parade 
o f 15,000 picked troops of the Red 
A rm y w ith  perfect d iscipline, equip­
ment and every new device of 
mechanized w a r fa re . . . .

“ That f irs t M ay Day a ll the stress 
of a ll the speeches and slogans was 
on the w o rld  revo lu tion— ‘A ll to ­
gether fo r w o rld  revo lu tion  and 
pro le ta rian  brotherhood’.

“ Th is year there was not one ban­
ner o r one word of in te rna tiona l 
revo lu tion. I t  was ‘C o llec tiv iza tion : 
Every collective fa rm  Bolshevist, 
every collective peasant prosperous’ ; 
In d u s tr ia liz a tio n : . . . .  to w in, you
must ga in technique’ ...........

“ In  1918 they thought in  terms 
o f w o rld  revo lu tion ; in  1933, in  
terms o f th e ir own e ffo rt.” — Re­
ported by W a lte r D u ran ty  in  the 
New York Times o f June 18, 1933.

The Two Sides of 
USSR Recognition 

by the U. S.
The recognition o f the Soviet 

Union by the U n ited States, w ith  
long term  cred its and trade re la­
tions is a desirable step and would 
be a most favorable condition to 
offset ̂ the d ifficu lties and contradic­
tions con fronting  the Soviet Union, 
p r im a rily  due to the w rong po lic­
ies o f S talin ism . The possib ilities 
o f recognition by the U n ited States 
have been increased due to the d if ­
ficu lties pressing down upon A m er-1 
lean Im peria lism . Am erica is by 
no means in tend ing to change her 
stripes. I t  has become profitable 
fo r A jnerican capita lism  to recog­
nize the Soviet Union and unless 
some new developments upset the 
present re lationship, i t  probably 
w ill.

D ip lom atic  and trade relations 
w ith  cap ita lis t nations by a w o rk­
ers government are born o f rea l­
is tic  necessity and constitute fo r  
it ,  a tem porary concession. I t  should 
not be' expla ined to the workers as 
a peaceful co-existing of tw o  sys­
tems, as L itv in o ff does.

Likew ise, the trc'aty w ith  Fasc­
is t Germany and the la test moves 
in  rggard to the Chinese Eastern 
R a ilroad can on ly be understood i f  
one realizes tha t they are neces­
sary steps due to  the m istakes of 
S talin ism  and are a sign of weak- 
hess and not a sign of s trength o r 
the “ v ic to ry  o f socialism ” .

W ith  recognition, Am erica w il l  
a ttem pt to use her experts and 
agents inside of the Soviet Union 
to undermine the workers’ govern­
ment and to establish relations w ith  
the enemies and T herm idorian  ele­
ment. A t  the same tim e America, 
w i l l  be forced to help Germany find 
a way out, in  order to save the 
b illions  invested there, Germany 
is already m oving in  the direction 
of a ttack on the Soviet Union, as 
the path of least resistance

Im p e ria lis t recognition o f the. 
Soviet Union carries w ith  i t  the 
danger of counter-revo lu tionary ac­
t iv ity  w ith in  the Soviet Union. 
Such action is to be expected. Our 
policy must be to overcome these 
contradictions carried  w ith  recog­
n itio n  by im peria lism . I t  w i l l  be 
extrem ely d ifficu lt to overcome 
these d ifficu lties w ith  the policies 
of Stalin ism . The L e ft Opposition 
must say th is  fra n k ly . The L e f t i 
Opposition, w h ile  understanding 
and approving the forced conces-i 
sions such as the treaties w ith  
Fascist Germany, etc.., m ust a t the 
same tim e w arn  the w orld  prole­
ta r ia t  th a t the contrad ictions car­
ried jv ith  these concessions cannot 
be overcome i f  the po licy o f S ta lin ­
ism  continues. The c rim ina l po licy 
of S ta lin ism  in  the Soviet Union 
and the C. I .  m ust be replaced w ith  
a re tu rn  to M a rx ism ; the theory of 
socialism in  one country and a ll 
tha t flows from  i t  th roughou t the 
w orld  Communist parties m ust be 
replaced w ith  the M arx ian  theory 
o f the Permanent Revolution.

— H .  O .

STR IK E B U LLETIN  
STR IK E ON TH E  T H IR D  W EEK  
FIN D S WORKERS OF GOLDEN 
BROTHERS M ILL IN E R Y  SHOP 
D ETERM IN ED  TO CONTINUE  
U N TIL  SUCCESSFUL TER M IN ­

ATION
Los Angeles.— In  spite of the 

b ru ta l te rro r displayed by the  in- 
uimous Red Squad against the w o rk­
ers o f Golden B ro thers M illin e ry  
Shop who are the th ird  week on 
s triae  f o r :

1. liecgon ition  of a Shop Com­
m ittee  and Shop Chairman.

2. T h a t Goldt'n B rothers take 
responsib ility  fo r the new shop 
and a ll agreements w ith  the 
shop com m ittee include the 
new shop.

3. T ha t Golden B rothers obey 
the' m in im um  wage law  fo r 
women.

4. Equal d iv is ion  o f w ork.
5. No wage cuts and no piece­

work.
The s tr ike rs  are ju s t as deter­

mined now as they were on the 
firs t day o f the s tr ik e  to continue 
u n t il a v ic to rious settlement. 
Example's of the extreme b ru ta lity  

of the Red Squad and the bosses 
of the Golden B ro thers M illin c 'ry  
Shop have been shown by the a r­
rests, fram e-up charges and the 
h igh ba ils imposed upon the a r­
rested strikers.

The S trike  Committee and the 
Needles Trades In d u s tr ia l Union 
appeal to  a ll workers and sym path­
izers to give m ora l and financia l 
support to the s trike rs .

B rin g  or m a il a l l s tr ike  con tribu ­
tions to the headquarters o f the 
Nt'edle Trades In d u s tr ia l Union, 
755 S- M a in  St.

S T R IK E  C O M M ITT E E  OF 
T H E  G O LDEN B RO THERS 

M IL L IN E R Y  SHOP. 

SAM M EYERS, 
Chairm an.

Is the Recovery A c t a 
Fascist Measure

The d ic ta to r ia l power embodied 
w ith in  the In d u s tr ia l C ontro l B i l l  
w h ich  is now a law  has been c a ll­
ed by many, in c lud in g  the  S ta lin ­
ists, a Fascist measure. The S ta l­
in is ts  are w e ll known to m islabel 
everyth ing they take ho ld of. In  
Germany the S ta lin is ts  ca lled  the 
Brueniug government, the Von 
Papen governm ent' the Von Schlei­
cher government— Fascist d ic ta to r­
ships. A nd thereby, they helped to 
d isarm  the German workers when 
rea l Fascism did arrive.

The In d u s tr ia l Contro l B i l l  is  no t 
a Fascist measure. E very ca p ita l­
is t government is a d ic ta to rsh ip  
and jp s t because tra n s itio n a l steps 
from  the dem ocratic fo rm  to the 
d ic ta to r ia l fo rm  are  tak in g  place 
as a reflection o f the fu r th e r  con­
cen tra tion  and cen tra liza tion  o f 
capitg l, th a t in  its e lf is  no proof 
of Fascism or o f steps tow a rd  
Fascism. The concentration and 
cen tra liza tion  of cap ita l carries 
w ith  i t  the cen tra liza tion  o f gov­
ernment. D ic ta to r ia l measures are 
on ly one of .the features of Fascism.

The common features between the 
In d u s tr ia l C ontro l Law  and some 
o f the measures o f I ta lia n  Fascism 
lie  in  the fac t tha t both conta in  
form s o f s tate cap ita lism . These 
common features can also be com­
part'd to some of the measures in  
Germany a fte r 1918 when the 
social democracy introduced State 
cap ita lis t forms.

As long as there is no serious 
w ork ing  class pressure, as long as 
tlie  w o rk ing  class o f Am erica do not 
threaten the cap ita lis t ru le, there 
w il l  he no danger o f governm ental 
and state changes to Fascism. The 
S ta lin is t ta lk  about ¡.he Hoover 
commission’s Fascist measures and 
the Fascist measures o f today w il l  
only d isarm  the workers to the rea l 
danger con fronting  the w o rk ing  
class. We cannot replace the M a rx ­
ian analysis of the In d u s tr ia l Con­
tro l B il l  o r any other c a p ita lis t 
measure by g iv ing  these measures 
h igh sounding names. In  Am erica 
the rea l Fascist danger, i f  one wants 
td  ta lk  about i t  a t present, lies ou t­
side o f the governm ental s truc tu re  
and in the em bryonic Fascist o r­
ganizations. They w i l l  grow  w ith  
t'he increased pressure o f the work- 
ing  class against cap ita lism , unless 
the Communists know how to op­
pose them effectively.

The best help th a t S talin ism  
could render cap ita lism  a t th is  
stage is to continue m islabe ling as 
social, Fascism and Fascism move­
ments fo r  w h ich  they have no un­
derstanding and as a substitu te  fo r  
a M arx ian  analysis. '  — H . 0 .|

Right Wing Excludes Left 
at Strike Conference of 
Boston Bakers

Boston, Mass.— On June 20tli, the 
Socialist l ’a rty  o f Boston called a 
"u n ite d  fro n t conference”  to help 
the Jew ish baki'rs who have been 
out on s trike  fo r  the la s t three 
months. The c a ll was sent to a ll 
R igh t w ing organ izations; i t  was 
also in  the press. However, L e ft 
w ing organizations sent th e ir  dele­
gates as well.

The conference was called to o r­
der by A rld n , the manager o f the 
Boston Forw ard, who made a 
speech exp la in ing  the purpose of 
the conference. Then he proceeded 
to elect a credentials committee. 
T h is  started a protest from  the 
floor. Someone declared th a t i t  was 
proper to tu rn  the conference over 
to the delegates, who would them­
selves elect a cha irm an and a ll the 
conference commit lees. A tk in  agreed 
to th is, but he insisted upon ap­
po in ting  a credentials committee 
firs'#, in  order to see who were the 
lega lly  seated delegates so th a t 
they can elect a legal chairman. 
H is reason fo r th is  procedure was 
obvious; he was preparing to oust 
the L e ft w ing delegates. M ore p ro­
tests from  the floor saying th a t 
A rk in  h im se lf had no t been lega lly 
elected to the chair.

Only Right Wing Seated
B u t A rk in  insisted upon rem ain­

ing cha irm an and made a sugges­
tion  to appoint a credentials com­
m ittee. M any o f the delegates who 
did  not understand A rk in 's  reason 
fo r  w anting  to appoint ra the r than 
elect a credentials committee, voted 
fo r his suggestion and i t  was car­
ried by a s lim  m a jo rity . A rk in  
proceeded to ap jx iin t his men w ith  
such ra p id ity  th a t i t  was clear th a t 
his machine was well-o iled. The 
credentials committee w ent ou t to 
check up. I t  d id  not take them 
long fo r  they knew in  advance 
whom to  seat.

In  the meantime, A rk in  called 
upon one o f the bakers’ committee 
to ta lk . The bakers made a strong 
appeal to everyone to help in  the 
s trike  and to save the union. C r it­
icism  can be levelled against the 
bakers’ union, w h ich  allowed the 
s trike  to drag out so long w ith o u t 
themselves ca lling  a conference fo r  
help. . I  won’t  go in to  deta ils  on 
th is  m atte r now. When he ended 
his speech, the credentials com 
m ittee re p rte d ; reemmending th a t 
a ll the R igh t w ing  organizations be 
seated, leaving out the L e ft w ing. 
I t  said th a t there was another sec­
tion  to the report w h ich  would be 
given la ter, a fte r a ll the conference 
committees had been elected. Again 
protests from  a ll parts o f the ha ll, 
demanding the f u l l  report o f the 
credentia ls committee. Schloss- 
berg, a delegate from  the W ork­
men’s C ircle and a sym pathizer o f 
the L e ft Opposition, asked fo r  the 
floor to say a few  words and to  
make a m otion. A rk in  insisted 
tha t he make the m otion f irs t and 
then speak. Schlossberg f in a lly  con­
sented ; and a fte r m aking his mo­
tion  th a t the fu l l  report be heard, 
he began to say a few words in  
favo r o f his motion. A rk in  stopped 
him, declaring th a t he was not a 
seated delegate as yet and therefore 
could not speak. O ther delegates 
insisted upon the fu l l  report, but 
A rk iq , now suddenly becoming very 
democratic, hammered away on the 
table and insisted th a t a chairm an 
m ust f irs t be elected by the seated 
delegates. P rotest was o f no a v a il; 
a chairm an was elected.

Ford Real United Front
Many o f the seated delegates did 

not vote in  protest o f the proced­
ure. Fineberg o f the I .  L. G. W. U. 
was elected and ru lin g  w ith  his 
hammer went over to the election 
o f the o ther committees. The dele­
gates again protested and a fte r two 
hours o f figh ting  w ith  the Forw ard 
clique, succeeded in  ge tting  the fu l l  
report o f the credentials committee. 
I t  was found th a t the excluded o r­
ganizations were o f the L e ft w in g : 
The M others League, L e ft w ing 
schools, I .  W. O. and| F re ih e it 
Gesangs Fa rein. Delegates who 
were seated protested against th is  
exclusion. They pointed out the 
un ited action was the m ain th in g  
tha t could help w in  the m ain th in g  
tha t the support o f a l l organiza­
tions was necessary; and th a t th is  
action was a hindrance. They also 
demanded th a t a baker get up to 
say whether he was in  fa vo r o f 
s p littin g  the conference. Th is was 
not granted fo r  fear th a t the bakers 
would ask a ll the organizations to 
partic ipate.

When i t  was seen th a t the p lay 
was fo r the d e v il; th a t no th ing 
could be ga ined; th a t the confer­
ence looked lik e  a madhouse w ith  
attempted fis t figh ts ; tha t i t  was 
already 10:45, many o f the seated 
delegates walked ou t in  so lida rity  

ousted L e ft  w ing, m aking 
statements o f protest. Amongst 
them were the delegates o f W ork-

men's Circle, I. L. G. W. U. and others.

Such is the un ited fro n t o f the 
Socialist p a rty  to help in  the class 
struggle. I t  is now the du ty  o f the 
L e ft w ing  to ca ll a rea l un ited 
fro n t conference to  w h ich  i t  w i l l  
in v ite  the Socia list p a rty  and its  
organizations and show the w o rk- 
m g class how united action can be 
achieved to help the  bakers.

A  SE A TE D  D E LE G A TE .

body a fte r th is  outrageous a ffa ir. 
Fo llow ing  them were scores of 
workers who protetsed the S ta lin ­
ist v io la tion  of the un itdd fron t. 
S ta lin ism  fears more than anyth ing 
the c ritic ism  o f the L e ft  Opposi­
tion. Germany is th e ir vulnerable 
spot. Rather than a llow  the L . O. 
to spdak the t ru th  they w i l l  smash 
(hi; dem onstration, smash the u n i­
ted fro n t, smash the L e ft Opposi­
tion, ann ih ila te  the speaker.

T ha t is the exp lanation fo r  the' 
pogrom s p ir it  whipped up against 
us, but more than th a t i t  is  the ex­
planation fo r  the S ta lin is ts  tenaci­
ous g rip  upon the un ited fro n t from  
be low ; an explanation of its  non- 
aggrdssion pact.

I t  is no t because they desire to 
w in  the Socialist leaders over to 
the un ited fro n t th a t the S ta lin is ts  
cater to them on the question of 
o rgan izationa l independence and 
the non-aggression pact. I t  is the 
haunting fear o f c r it ic is m ; fear of 
exposure by the othe'r organizations 
in the un ited fro n t. Hence the non­
aggression p a c t; no c ritic ism  o f o r­
ganizations in  the un ited fron t. 
Shec'r opportunism, bu t a splendid 
assurance fo r  bureaucracies.

To the masses of workers present 
in the dem onstration, the S ta lin is ts  
can td ll no lies. 5,000 workers 
witness S ta lin is t fears in  the face 
of c ritic ism  by the M arx is t w ing  
of the Com m unist movement. There 
is noth ing like  an object lt'sson to 
put across a point.

— M A X IM IL L IA N .
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O n  " The Fourth of August"
The Limits of Historical 
Analogy. A  Reply to 

Some Objections

Browder Criticises 
John Reed - - for 

Trotskyism

Austro-Marxism Retreats .  .  .
A  Record of Passivity 

Before the Advance  
of Bonapartism

When people cannot answer basic 
arguments they hide behind sec­
o n d a ry , ones. The B rand lerites
as w e ll as the S ta lin is ts , arde 
c lin g in g  w ith  th e ir  na ils  a t the  
comparison o f the 5 th  of M arch  , 
1933 w ith  the 4th of August 1913 , 
I f  we leave aside the outbursts o f j 
m ora l ind igna tion  o r mere insu lts, 
the objections reduce themselves to  
the fo llo w in g : (a ) In  1914 the so- • 
c ia l democracy w i'n t over to  the s 
government of W ilhe lm  I I ; the > 
S ta lin is t bureaucracy has not even i 
given the s lightest in d ica tion  o f t 
going over to the H i t l t 'r  gov- <
ernm ent; (b )  The C. P. con- ’
tinues to  w ork , to publish, in  a ]
word, to s tru g g le ; i t  would be a I 
m istake to  “ underestim ate”  i ts  1 
forces^; the social democracy d id  > 
no t die a fte r the 4 th  of August, i t  ] 
continued to exist, and even came 
to power. 1

No h is to rica l comparison reta ins ‘ 
its  v a lid ity  i f  i t  does not confine ' 
its e lf to ce rta in  leg itim a te  lim its . ' 
We are very w e ll aware th a t the j 
S ta lin is t C. P. G. is d istinguishab le 
from  the pre-w ar social democracy, , 
and th a t the 5th . o f M arch— as |
much by its  character as by its  re- 1 
su its— is d istinguishab le from  the 1 
4 th  of August. We sim ply w an t to  ' 
say by our com parison: in  the same 
way th a t the p a rty  o f Bebel f in a lly  1 
term inated its  progressive m ission 1 
on the threshold of the w ar, so the 1 
C. P. G. has fin a lly  term inated its  ' 
revo lu tiona ry  ro le on the threshold ' 
o f the Fascist d ic ta torsh ip . To 
com plicate th is  analogy by consi- ' 
derations w h ich  have no bearing 
on the questions means to  show * 
oneself incapable o f concrete his- ' 
to r ic a l reasoning, th a t is, o f d ia l- ' 
ectic th in k in g .

Lenin compared the peace o f , 
B res t-L itovsk  w ith  the peace of 1 
T ils it t .  I t  is  not d iff ic u lt to make 
objections to th is  comparison by < 
serving up dozens o f elementary 
tru ism s : fo r  Prussia i t  was a i 
question o f na tiona l independence; ] 
fo r  the Soviets i t  was a question : 
o f safeguarding a new social re- I 
gim e thCre the peace was signed by ; 
the  monarchy, here by the p a rty  of 
the p ro le ta ria t, etc., etc. B u t a l l 
these respectable commonplaces do 
not te ll us any th ing  about the Es­
sence o f the question w h ich  in te r­
ests us. We were forced to s ign 
the peacC o f B rest-L itovsk in  order 
not to completely succumb before 
the enemy bu t to reassemble our 
forces fo r freedom : i t  is  in  th is  
sense th a t one can speak of a peace 
o f “ T i ls i t t ”

The same S ta lin is ts  and B rand­
le rites  rose up against the analogy 
between the pre-Fascist regime in  
Germany ( “ pres identia l”  cabinets) 
and Bonapartism . They enumer­
ated dozens of features in  w h ich 
the Papen-Schleicher regime d iffe r ­
ed fro m  classical Bonapartism  and 
always ignored th is  fundam ental 
cha racte ris tic  w h ich  makes them 
s im ila r : the preservation o f the 
eq u ilib rium  between the tw o  ir r e ­
concilable camps. There  is no th ing 
worse than th a t pseudo-M arxist 
thought w h ich, f u l l  of conceit, 
stops ju s t there where the  ques- ( 
t ion  f irs t begins. The analogy 
w ith  Bonapartism , qu ite  concrete, 
precisely defined, no t on ly  c la rifies  
anew the ro le  o f the la s t G io lit t i 
cabinet m aneuvering between the 
Fascists and the Socialists, b u t also 
th row s a bu rn ing  lig h t  on the pre­
sent tra n s itio n a l regime in  A us tria . 
Now one can already openly speak 
o f the profound, log ica l necessity 
o f the period o f “ B onapartis t”  
tra n s itio n  between pa rliam en ta rism  
and Fascism. The example o f Aus­
t r ia  demonstrates the enormous 
im portance w h ich  an exact de lim in- 
a tion  between Bonapartism  and 
Fascism has (o r more exactly, 
should have) fo r  the aims of 
p ra c tica l po litics, but fo rm a lis tic  
though t w h ich, instead o f a social 
analysis, gives an enum eration o f 
ready-to-hand c r ite r ia , abandons an 
anology very concrete and ric h  in  
content fo r  pale p la titude, w h ich  
do not teach us anything. I t  is  
punished fo r  th is  in  every new h is­
to r ic  . s itua tion  lik e  the ox in  the 
Russian fab le who always finds 
h im se lf before a new door.

“ The social democracy d id  not 
die a fte r the 4th o f August” . Do 
the quibblers mean to say th a t the 
slogan o f a new pa rty , proclaimed 
a fte r the 4 th  o f August was false? 
Obviously they do not, b u t th a t is  
precisely the question. TJie social! 
democracy continued to ex is t a fte r! 
the F o u rth  o f August, b u t on ly as 
the dem ocratic labor pa rty  o f the 
im p e ria lis t bourgeoisie. I ts  h is­
to r ica l function  had changed. I t  was 
th a t very th in g  w h ich  ju s tified  the 
b ir th  o f the T h ird  In te rn a tion a l.

Do they w an t to te ll us th a t the 
C. P. G., despite the catastrophe 
w h ich  has fin ished i t  off forever in  
the m inds o f the p ro le ta ria t as the 
revo lu tiona ry  pa rty , w i l l  neverthe­
less continue to  ex is t as a mass o r­
ganization? We th in k  th a t noth ing 
ju s tifie s  such a hypothesis: . i t  rests 
on an abstract and fo rm a l analogy 
w ith  the fa te  of reform ism . The old  
Social, Democracy un ited w ith in  its  
ranks elements o f revo lu tiona ry  
realism  w ith  those of opportun is t 
practice. The 4 th  o f August f in ­
a l ly  cleansed i t  from  the revo lu­
tion a ry  tendencies and determ ined 
its  trans fo rm a tion  in to  a conserva­
tiv e  dem ocratic pa rty . The Com­
m un ist p a rty  posed a revo lu tiona ry  
task to its e lf and to the masses, 
w h ich  i t  a lways pu t fo r th  and em­
phasized in  a b it te r  strugg le against 
the social democracy. I t  is  precise­
ly  in  th is  task th a t the Communist 
p a rty  proved bankrup t in  the deci­
sive test. I t  w i l l  no t be regenerated 
as a revo lu tiona ry  pa rty . Can i t  con­
tinue  to  ex is t under another form , 
w ith  other p o lit ic a l functions? I f  
it  can, i t  w i l l  no t be as a mass or­
ganization o f the German p ro le ta r­
ia t, bu t as the purest type o f an 
agency of the Stalinist bureaucracy.

No other p o lit ic a l place rem ains 
fo r it .

A lready on the m orrow  o f the 
5th o f M arch one could have and 
should have fo rm u la ted  th is  prog­
nosis on the basis o f an understand­
ing  of the catastrophe in  connec­
tion  w ith  the  po licy th a t had caus­
ed it .  The on ly objection w ith  any 
value a t a ll in  those days could be: 
perhaps the p a rty  w i l l  save every­
th ing, if ,  under the in fluence of 
the te rrib le  defeat, i t  c learly  and 
sharply changes its  po licy and its  
regime, to begin w ith , by openly and 
honestly a d m itting  its  own m is ­
takes. On our p a rt we believed 
even a t th a t tim e, on the basis 
of a l l  th a t has happened, th a t 
i t  was impossible to expect 
a m iracle  of a. c r it ic a l aw akening; 
bu t even i f  th a t had happened i t  
would not have saved the Commun­
is t p a rty  as an o rg an iza tio n ; there 
are p o lit ic a l crimes w h ich  are un­
pardonable. B u t i t  is  fru itle ss , to ­
day, to  con juncture on th is  theme. 
The test has already taken place 
in  rea lity . There can be no ques­
tion  of a po litica l awakening ol* the 
offic ia l pa rty  any longer. On the 
contrary, the la s t sparks o f 
c r it ic a l thought have been stifled. 
N o th ing gives a be tte r p ic tu re  of 
the collapse o f the CPG than the 
fac t th a t on the m orrow  o f the 
great catastrophe, instead o f m ak­
in g  a theoretica l c la rifica tion  o f the 
events, i t  has exerted every e ffo rt 
to sweep away a ll the traces o f it ,  
by a ll sorts o f insinuation, calumny, 
incitem ent and persecution.

In  the guise o f an objection, the 
example o f 1923 m igh t be cited, 
where the p a rty  also fa iled  bu t d id  
not collapse. We do not deny the im ­
portance and the lesson o f th is  ex­
ample.: i t  is on ly  necessary to draw  
the correct deductions from  it .

F irs t ly , the defeat o f 1923 is  com­
parable ne ither in  its  fo rm  nór in  
its  extent nor by its  consequence! 
w ith  the catastrophe o f 1933; sec­
ondly, the  workers do not fo rge t the 
p a s t: now the p a rty  w i l l  pay fo r  a l l 
its  h is to ric  crimes among w h ich  is 
also the cap itu la tion  o f 1923. F in ­
a lly , fro m  the p o lit ic a l po in t of 
view  th is  is  most im portan t, the 
O. P. G. required a general renova­
tion  o f its  leading apparatus in  
1923. The question is not whether 
the new C. C. was bette r o r worse 
than the old, bu t i t  is  a fa c t th a t 
the Presid iu ih o f the C. I .  was 
forced to  find  an issue ou t o f the 
discontent and revo lt of the pa rty  
by th row in g  ou t the B rand le rite  
leadership as a sop to the revo lu­
tion a ry  workers. Such a maneu­
ver is not realizable n o w : f irs tly , 
the apparatus is completely separ­
ated from  the masses and there can 
be no question o f its  renovation 
through elections; secondly, the 
Presid ium  o f the C. I .  is  its e lf too 
closely connected in  the eyes o f the 
masses to  the Thaelm ann appar­
atus due to the strugg le against the 
Opposition. The  fa c t th a t the S ta l­
in is t bureaucracy no t on ly denies 
its  m istakes in  the defeat, bu t aiso 
the defeat its e lf  on ly aggravates its  
mistakes and condemns i t  to an in ­
famous decline.

Now i t  is  no( a question o f the 
reactionary and utop ian task of 
preserving an apparatus cu t off from  
the masses, bu t of saving the best 
p ro le ta rian  elements fro m  despair, 
from  grie f, from  indifference, and 
from  the morass. I t  is  absolutely 
impossible to a tta in  th is  resu lt by 
va in ly  try in g  to insp ire  hope o f a 
m iracle  in  them, the im poss ib ility  
o f w h ich becomes clearer every 
day. I t  is  necessary to present an 
honest balance sheet of the past 
and to lead the forces o f the ad­
vanced workers towards the organ i­
zation of a Bolshevik p a rty  fo r  a 
new h is to ric  stage.
P rink ipo , June 4, 1933

— L. D . TRO TSKY.

We quote fro m  one o f B row der’s 
masterpieces appearing in  the A p r i l 
Communist' page 361. Brow der to ld  
the John Reed Club to  read “Ten 
Days that Shook the World” and 
comrade X  c ritic ized  his speech. 
(O ur emphasis— W . M. K .)

“ B u t I  w ant to re ject the c r it ic ­
ism made by comrade X . He de­
clared the Russian workers d id  not 
need any John Reed. I  th in k  the 
Russian w orkers d id  need John 
Reed. Len in  thought so. Len in  
was de lighted to have John Reed 
in  the revo lu tion  and sometimes, 
a fte r the ending o f the c iv i l w ar, 
comrade Len in  went out o f h is  way 
to cause to be p rin ted  in  Russian 
John Reed's book, and more, ho 
w ro te a special in tro du c tion  fo r  
th is  Russian ed ition, in  w h ich  he 
recommended i t  to  the workers of 
the entire  world . Comrade Len in  
d id  not do th a t fo r many books—  
you won’t  find many in troductions 
Dy comrade Lenin. I  w an t to  read 
the in troduction . I t  is  im portan t 
fo r the purpose of our agreement:

jW ith  the greatest in te rest and 
w ith  never slackening a tten tion  I  
read John Reed’s book Ten Days 
that Shook the World. . .  Unreserv­
edly do 1 recommend i t  to the 
workers o f the w orld . Here is  a 
book w h ich  I  should lik e  to see 
published in  m illio n s  o f copies and 
translated in to  a ll languages. I t  
gives a truthful and most vivid ex­
position o f the events so s ign ificant 
to the comprehension o f w hat 
rea lly  is the p ro le ta rian  revo lu tion  
and the d ic ta to rsh ip  of the pro le­
ta r ia t. These problems are w ide ly  
discussed, but before one can ac­
cept o r re ject these ideas, he m ust 
understand the fu l l  s ignificance of 
h is decision. John Reed’s book 
w i l l  undoubtedly help to  clear th is  
question w h ich is the fundam ental 
problem o f the in te rna tiona l labor 
movement” . . . .

“ Here i t  is necessary fo r  me to  
say something I  wanted to  say at 
the John Reed meeting. I  had 
made a note o f i t  and meant to 
include i t  in  m y speech (and here 
Is where ju s tifie d  c ritic ism  comes 
in  because th is  should have been 
said fit th a t m eeting). I t  is  some­
th in g  I  m ust say here. T h a t is, 
tha t there are serious political in ­
accuracies and mistakes in  John 
Reed’s book and some of these were 
even pointed ou t by comrade S ta lin . 
There are certa in  statements w h ich 
do not correspond w ith  h is to rica l 
facts and w h ich  f i t  in  w ith  the 
T ro tsky is t d is to rtions o f h is to ry. I  
should have pointed these errors 
out in  order to vaccinate the read­
ers against these' p a rtic u la r m is­
takes.”  (E . Browder, The Com­
munist, A p ril,  1933.)

Lenin sponsors the book f irs t by 
g iv ing  i t  an in troduction , then by 
“ unreservedly”  recommending i t ; 
fina lly , by ca lling  i t  “ t ru th fu l and 
most y iv id ” . S ta lin  and B row der 
find  th a t there are “ serious p o lit i­
cal inaccuracies and m istakes”  and 
“ certa in statements w h ich do not 
correspond w ith  h is to rica l facts 
and which f i t  in  w ith  T ro tsky is t 
d is to rtions o f h is to ry .”

How  could comrade Reed indulge 
in  these po litica l inaccuracies be­
fore T ro tsky ism  was discovered? 
How  could Len in  fa i l  to notice 
them? O r was he a T ro tsky is t too? 
W hat is w rong w ith  Reed’s book 
then? W hy did  he please Lenin 
and not B row der and S talin?

Read the book and judge fo r  
yourself. — w . M. K .

Vienna, Austria.— Several weeks 
ago the Arbeiterzeitung (cen tra l 
organ of the A us tria n  social dem- 
orcacy) published an e d ito r ia l ju s ­
t ify in g  the po licy  o f the social dem­
ocra tic leadership and po in ting  ou t 
th a t up t i l l  then on ly “ outposts”  
had been evacuated. W hat do these 
“ outposts”  look like? W e w i l l  a t­
tem pt to le t the facts speak fo r 
themselves by d raw ing  up a re­
view  p f everyth ing the A us tria n  
w o rk ing  class, led and betrayed by 
the A us tria n  social democracy, has 
allow ed to be snatched away from  
i t  w ith o u t a s trugg le  in  the  course 
of the las t few  months.

Freedom of Press and Assembly 
Destroyed

On the basis o f the W ar Powers 
Act, the press law  is  revised back­
wards behind th a t o f 1862 and the 
law  o f assembly backwards behind 
1867. A l l  o f the labor prdjjs is 
subm itted to  pre-ednsorship. The 
ho ld ing o f meetings m ust be an­
nounced 8 days in  advance, a p ro ­
vision wh ich ac tua lly  stifles the 
w o rk ing  class in  a period of such 
high po litica l tension as the pre­
sent. Marchds and open meetings 
are p roh ib ited  “ u n t il fu r th e r  no­
tice ” . On the basis o f these pro­
visions, the fo llow ing  were banned: 
75 pa rty  meetings o f thd  social 
democracy on M arch 10, the m ain 
annual event of the Vienese Free­
th inkers  on M arch 18, a m edting o f 
the Friends o f the Free School fo r  
C h ild ren Society on A p r i l 26; the 
annual conference o f the  social 
dem ocratic womens’ organizations 
of V ienna was dispersed on A p r i l 
28. In  the m iddle o f May, the con­
ference o f the Tenants’ Ldague was 
prohib ited, etc., etc. On M ay 9 
pre-censorship was also in s titu ted  
fo r posters. D is tr ib u tio n  o f leaf­
lets is made liab ld  to arrest.

Streets Are Made Free . . . . For
the Reaction

The “ State secretary fo r  the 
maintdnance o f safety”  announces 
on A j> r il: “ In  view  of the demon­
stra tions which have o f la te  taken

place in  the fo rm  o f s tree t car­
n ivals, especially on the side o f the 
social ddm ocra ts.. .  .the  safety au­
tho ritie s  are hereby advised jo  
apply the sharpest means provided 
fo r  by la w  against a l l such a t­
tempts.”  The parade of the w o rk­
ing  class fo r  the F irs t  of May 
(tra d itio n a l since M ay 1, 1890) is 
banndd, threats are issued against 
a ll attem pts.

W hile  the Ringstrasse (m ain  
th rough fa re ) is shut off fo r  the 
workers by mounted forces and 
machine gun detachments on the 
F irs t  o f May, the A us tria n  feddral 
arm y marches in  review  down the 
streets. On M ay 14 an exception 
to the law  is granted and thou­
sands o f H iem w ehr men goose-step 
throughout the town.

Fascism Receives Arm s
On A p r i l 9, the cabinet decides 

to  fo rm  “ vo lun ta ry  a u x ilia ry  bod­
ies” , These are form ed from  the 
“ self-defense”  organizations already 
in  Existence. In to  the au x ilia ries  
(a u x ilia ry  police) are a d m itte d : 
members o f the  Peasant Defense 
Corps, the A us tria n  Home Guards 
and the A us tria n  Storm  Troops. 
A ll organizations fu rn ish in g  aux­
il ia ry  police are Exempted from  the 
law  governing the wearing of un i­
forms. The task o f the a u x ilia ry  
police is evident from  its  com­
position.
26 Years o f A u s tria n  Trade Union 

Works Are Destroyed Inside 
o f 24 Hours

On the basis of the W ar Powers 
A c t the collective agreements of 
the bank employes a rt' nu llified . 
Wage cuts are ins titu ted  fo r So­
c ia l Insurance eipployes. R a ilroad 
workers get cuts in  overtim e re im ­
bursements and in  pensions th a t go 
as fa r  as 40 per cent among the 
low er ranks.

Unemployment insurance payment 
is restricted fo r  the great bu lk  o f 

| the unemployed to 20 weeks (fo r- 
I m erly 30 weeks) and fo r  some 
even to 12 weeks. Emergency re­
lie f  is to be cu t o ff o r reduced 
d ra s tica lly  by Ju ly  1. Young 
workers up to the age o f 25 are 
to receive no re lie f a t a ll any 
more.

Strikes Are Prohibited
Through a “ Law  fo r  thd  Protec­

tion  o f Economy against Stoppage 
of W orl^” , po litica l strikes are a l­
together banned and economic 
strikes in  the “ v ita l”  in d u s tr ia l en­
terprises inc lud ing  p r in tin g  p lan ts ). 
The provisions fo r penalties are 
much sharper than those o f the 
penal code o f 1853. An exam ple: 
On A p r i l 27 the Viennese Bakers’ 
agreement, in  existence since 1923, 
is term inated sum m arily. The 
bosses re fe r to the above law  as 
va lid ' also fo r the baking establish­
ments ( i t  provides fo r a s trike  ban 
in  a ll enterprises th a t are “ v ita l”  
fo r m aintenance).

Prayers Are Ordered
On A p r i l 14, compulsory p a rtic i­

pation in  relig ious exercises is in - 
I s titu ted . in  a ll schools, lik e  in  the 
' old days.
| Against the Constitution

The' C hris tian  Socialist members 
of the C onstitu tiona l Supreme Court 
resign th e ir  posts! on May 23 and 
the government declares the Con­
s titu tio n a l Court as suspended. 
“ T herew ith  the' legal basis, upon 
which the whole state life , and 
along w ith  it ,  also the existence o f 
the federal government, rests, has 
been destroyed .. .  .thereby the Aus­
tr ia n  federal constitu tion is in  fac t 
invalidated, c'very door and gate is 
oiKuied ,for any and every coup d ’- 
E tat. (Arbeiterzeitung, A p r il 24.)

As can be seen from  a ll th is, 
the advance of the reactionaries is 
a m atter of the conquest, not of 
“ outposts” , hut of decisive posi­
tions. The A ustrian  government 
lias, as i t  in form ed the “ A ustrian  
people'”  in  its  manifesto o f M arch 
8, “ firm ly  decided”  to “ proceed 
w ith  iro n  determ ination and w ith  
impassionate bu t bard perserver- 
ance”  along the road i t  has taken.

W hat did the m anifesto o f the 
Social democratic p a rty  leadership 
say on M arch 9?

“ I f  we do not take up our de­
fense when i t  is s t i l l  tim e, we w i l l  
s lip  r ig h t in to  th a t same Fascism, 
in to  th a t same po litica l d isfranch­
isement w h ich has become, the fa te  
o f our brothers in  the Reich.”

One .would th in k  i t  is  h igh tim e 
to go fu rth e r than mere words. 
B u t tha t is not to be exepeted from  
the heroes o f Austro-M arxism . T ha t 
task can on ly be fu lf il le d  by the 
social democratic workers them­
selves, provided w ith  a firm  leader­
ship in  the fo rm  of a new and re­
constituted revo lu tionary vanguard.

SUBSCRIBE TO 
“UNSER WORT”

W orkers and friends who read 
German and are interested in  get­
tin g  firs t hand accounts o f condi­
tions in  Germany can do so by 
subscribing to Unser W ort, the 
ille g a l organ o f the German L e ft 
Opposition, published in  Prague.

The paper appears every other 
week. Subscriptions are fo r  a year 
only and are $2.00. Subscriptions 
must be accompanied by currency. 
Checks and money orders w i l l  not 
do.

Comrades who subscribe m ust 
take in to  account the tim e element 
involved. They m ust a llow  tim e 
fo r th e ir  subs to reach the center 
here, and ten days fo r  the sub to 
reach Prague and on top  o f th a t 
ten days to tw o  weeks add itiona l 
fo r  the paper to reach them. In  
short, the f irs t copy should reach 
the comrade about three weeks a f­
te r rem ittance to us.

Address a ll subs to Unser Wort, 
care of the M ilita n t, 126 East 16th 
Street, New Y ork  C ity .

Sharpening Contradictions o f 

Fascism Increase Danger to S . U .
(Continued from  las t issue)

I I .
As a resu lt of the W orld  W ar, 

Germany was reduced to  hard ly  
more than the status of a colony, 
becoming economically contro lled 
and explo ited by other countries. 
A pproxim ate ly  1,300,000 square 
m iles o f co lon ia l te rr ito ry , w ith  a 
population o f more than 12 m illio n  
persons, was lost as a resu lt o f the 
T rea ty  of Versailles. In  connection 
w ith  the production o f iron , steel 
and coal, according to the W orld  
A lm anac fo r  1933, the Lo rra ine  
fields were perm anently taken over 
by France together w ith  the Saar 
Busin fo r  a period of fifteen  years; 
A ix-la-Chapelle was occupied by 
Belgium , and in  M ay 1922, 75.4 per 
cent of the ou tput of Upper S ilesia 
was lost to  Poland.

F o llow ing  th e ir  v ic to ry , the 
A llie s  demanded huge reparations. 
La te r, when i t  became apparent th a t 
the sums demanded could be secur­
ed on ly a t the price of sharpened 
com petition by Germany upon the 
w orld  m arke t a compromise was 
effected. A  la rge  p a rt o f the re­
parations was renounced- in  favo r 
of. a process th a t w ou ld  ho ld Ger­
many down as an in d u s tr ia l r iv a l.

A  mortgage was placed upon its  
ra ilw a ys  and industries in  order to 
increase production costs and there­
by lessen Germany’s chances as a 
com petitor fo r  w o rld  trade. Con­
t ro l o f the bank o f issue brought 
about • a lim ita t io n  of c red its  and 
h igh in te rest rates to fu r th e r  ham­
per the development o f German in ­
dustry . A t  the same tim e the in ­
vestment o f huge sums in  German 
securities brought the more im p ort­
an t branches o f in d u s try  under the 
d irec t con tro l o f fo re ign  im peria l­
ists.

Foreign Interests In  Germany
However, w h ile  the demands up­

on Germany have been reduced 
from  tim e to tim e as the resu lt o f 
p o lit ic a l and economic develop­
ments, p a rtic u la r ly  in  the las t tw o 
years, i t  is  in te res ting  to  note th a t 
the am ount of foreign-owned Ger­
man bonds was estim ated by the 
Second Com m ittee o f Experts a t 
Basle in  December 1931, a t appro­
x im a te ly  400 m illio n  M a rk s ; fo r­
eign-owned shares and in terests in  
German industries a t between 2,500 
m illio n  and 3,500 m illio n  M arks, 
and the amount o f foreign-owned 
rea l p rope rty  a t approxim ately 
2,000 m illio n  M arks.

The to ta l amount o f German fo r­
eign indebtedness on February 29, 
1932 was estimated by the S ta tis­
t ic a l Bureau a t from  25,600 m il­
lio n  M arks  (pa r value, .2382 cents) 
in vo lv ing  an in te rest service o f ap­
p rox im ate ly  1,225 m illio n  M arks 
per ajinum . O f th is  am ount ap­
prox im ate ly  8,392 m illio n  M arks 
are owed to the U n ited  States alone, 
Germany’s leading c red ito r, o f 
w h ich  3,227 m illio n  are in  short 
term  and 5,165 m illio n  in  long term  
credits.

Such figures are in te resting  fo r  
tw o  reasons. On one hand they 
shed lig h t on the resp ite granted 
Germany by the Hoover m ora to r­
ium  and the. reparations “ settle­
m ent.”  The U nited States, in  its  
ro le  o f the  lead ing im p e ria lis t 
power o f the w orld , granted Ger­
many a breath ing spell in  order to 
prevent c iv i l w a r and, i f  fa il in g  in  
tha t, to assist - H it le r  in  h is  figh t 
against the w o rk in g  class o f Ger­
many, thereby a id ing  in  no t only 
ave rting  a p o lit ic a l c ris is  fo r  Cen­

tra l Europe bu t also in  protecting ; 
Am erican economic interests and ! 
m arkets from  the consequences o f 1 
social revo lu tion. ‘

On the other hand, the figures 
mentioned above indicate th a t H it-  * 
le r  is compelled to steer h is course ; 
according to the desires o f Ger- ; 
many’s fore ign masters. *

Against Versailles 
W hile  thundering  against the s 

T reaty o f Versailles and the dis- c 
memberment of Germany fo r  the 
creation of the Polish Corridor, 
H it le r  can make no serious move 
in  tha t d irection. B ankrup t Ger­
many dare not to r is k  a w a r w ith  
m ilita ry  superior France w ith o u t a < 
com paratively long period o f rap id  t 
in d u s tr ia l re v iv a l and outside, par- t 
t ic u la r ly  Am erican, economic sup- s 
port. H it le r  cannot free Germany i 
from  its  “ slavery o f in terest.”  (

N e ithe r can he stand s t ill .  The 
pressure of German cap ita lism  1 
upon the German w ork ing  class, < 
intensified by its  defeat in  the i 
W orld  W ar, are too great fo r  tha t. ( 

So H it le r  is compelled to act. He i 
is  forced to move tow ard w a r and 
from  the log ic  o f the s itua tion  i t  1 
is qu ite conceivable th a t Fascist 
Germany may become the spearhead 
o f an. a ttack  on the Soviet Union I 
from  the west w h ile  Japan attempts 
to grab V ladivostok and the Chi­
nese Eastern R a ilw ay in  the East. : 
Soviet Union Menace to Capitalism 

I t  m ust be remembered th a t the: 
workers’ state is a constant bone in j 
the th roa t o f the cap ita lis ts . Its )  
existence has been perm itted n o t ! 
because S ta lin ism  checked the w orld  
w ork  o f the Communist In te rn a ­
tion a l bu t because o f a lack o f fa v ­
orable. conditions fo r  in tervention. 
As comrade T ro tsky w ro te more 
than a year ago, “ To make in te r­
vention possible, a great, h igh ly  
industria lized, and moreover E u r­
opean empire would be needed—  
one which would desire and be able, 
to take upon its e lf the p rinc ip a l 
weight, of a ho ly p ilgrim age against 
the soviets. To be more accurate 
•—a country would be needed which 
had noth ing to  lose. A  glance at 
the p o lit ic a l map of Europe w i l l  
convince you th a t such a mission 
could be undertaken only by a 
Fascist Germany. More than tha t, 
a Fascist Germany would have no 
other road le ft to go. H av ing  come 
to  power a t the price o f innum er­
able v ictim s, having revealed its  
bankruptcy in  a ll domestic p ro­
blems, having cap itu la ted to France 
and consequently to such semi-vas­
sal states as Poland, the Fascist 
regime would be inexorably com­
pelled to  seek some sort o f a gam­
b ling  w ay out o f the contrad ic­
tions o f the in te rna tiona l s itua tion . 
A  w a r against the Soviet Union 
would grow  out o f these c ircum ­
stances w ith  fa ta l necessity.”  

C apita lism  has developed its  pro­
ductive forces to  a po in t beyond the 
effective consumptive capacity of 
the w o rld  under the p ro fit system. 
As a resu lt, in  m any countries, the 
present cris is  is p r im a r ily  due to a 
g lu t o f commodities a ris ing  from  a 
na rrow ing  o f m arkets ra th e r than 
fro m  an increase in  the level of 
production. In  Great B rita in , fo r 
example, by the la tte r  p a rt o f 1929, 
production in  many industries had 
not a tta ined pre -w ar level. The 
output o f coal was aproxim ate ly 
28 m illio n  tons less than in  1913. 
The B r it is h  proportion o f the 
w o rld ’s ou tput o f p ig  iro n  was 
13.2% in  1913 w h ile  In 1929 i t  fe ll 
to 7.8 percent; steel in  1913 was 
10.2 percent and in ¿929, 8.1 per­

cent. Consumption o f raw  cotton 
had declined by 617,000 tons. Yet, 
du ring  the firs t two years o f the 
cris is  B r it is h  production had a fu r ­
the r decline o f approxim ately 30 
percent. A lthough in d u s tr ia l ac­
t iv ity  was ha rd ly  above the  years 
im m ediate ly p r io r  to the war, 
nevertheless B r it is h  cap ita lism  was 
suffering from  “ overproduction”  

O nly Avenue o f Escape for 
Capita lism

Due to th is  contard ic tion the 
various na tiona l un its  o f w o rld  
cap ita lism  are compelled to  expand. 
They must find add itiona l fo re ign 
markets. T h is  they can do on ly  at 
expense of some other power and 
the Soviet Union is the one power 
a ll cap ita lis ts  w ish to destroy. They 
see in  an a ttack upon i t  no t only 
a chance to destroy a p o lit ic l men­
ace, not on ly a possib ility  to s h ift  
the much needed reparations from  
bankrupt Germany to the USSR, 
bu t also a chance to obtain a po­
ten tia l field fo r fu r th e r expansion—  
a possible avenue of escape from  
(he ir present position in  an almost 
b lind  alley.

However, w h ile  the s itua tion  
points to a probable a ttack  on the 
Soviet Union by no means does i t  
fo llow  th a t the W orkers’ Father- 
land w i l l  be destroyed. On the con­
tra ry  such an attack m ight apply a 
spark th a t would consume a t least 
a large p a rt o f w orld  cap ita lism  in  
the conflagration o f social revo lu­
tion.

In  conclusion, however, i t  m ust 
lie pointed out th a t S ta lin ism  w ith  
its  neglect o f w o rld  revo lu tion (and 
p a rtic u la r ly  the German s itua tion ) 
from  fea r o f provoking a cap ita lis t 
attack, instead of preventing such 
an attack, has helped to  transfer 
i t  from  the realm  o f im agination to 
the sphere o f p robab ility .

—SIMMONS.
Kansas C ity , Mo.

British Group Leaves I .  L . P . 

Statement Supports L . O .
ED ITO R ’S NOTE—The state­

ment below was issued by com­
rades belonging to the L e ft Oppo­
s ition  frac tion  o f the B r it is h  
Independent Labor P arty . I t  was 
subm itted to a ll delegates of the 
B rad ford  convention of the IL P , 
lished in  the M ilitant several 
weeks ago.

TO ALL COMRADES OF TH E
I.L .P .—
A t the Eastern IL P  Conference, 

those comrades who have been 
s tr iv in g  tow ard a correct revo lu­
tiona ry  po licy w i l l  f ig h t fo r  the 
adoption of th a t po licy by the IL P  
as a whole, but, w hether they suc­
ceed o r not, the question of our 
re la tions w ith  the C.P. m ust be 
squarely faced. The B r it is h  sec­
tion  o f the G.I. is  the only ex is ting 
revo lu tiona ry  pa rty  in  th is  country.

The undersigned members o f the 
IL P  believe th a t the place o f revo­
lu tio n a ry  workers is inside the 
Communist Paty. Recognizing th a t 
the present policy of the C.P. re­
quires d ras tic  changes, and appre­
c ia ting  fu lly  the weaknesses o f its  
tactics, we m a in ta in  th a t c ritic ism  
o f the C.P. is no leg itim a te  excuse 
fo r staying outside.

The IL P , a Social-Democratic 
body, product o f a past era, has its  
very economic basis from  it .  There­
fore, corectly to c ritic ize  the  IL P  is 
to leave it ,  as a P a rty  no longer 
able to  p lay a progressive role. B u t 
the need, the economic basis fo r  the 
C .I. is  m erely to a ttack its  subjec­
tive  policies, but never to challenge 
the fundam ental basis of its  exis­
tence. The R.P.C. (R evo lu tionary 
Policy Committee) accepts the fu n ­
dam ental basis of the C.I., and since 
new parties are the product o f ma­
jo r  po litica l events, and cannot be 
created a t the w i l l  o f ind iv idua ls, 
to poge the question o f a new pa rty  
outside both, the C.P. and the IL P  
is a waste o f precious tim e. The 
R.P.C. cannot bu ild  a substitu te  fo r  
the C.J.

B u t M arx is ts  cannot, and should 
not, accept the programme and po­
lic y  o f any p a rty  w ith o u t fu l l  and 
open discussion in  the lig h t  o f cur­
ren t events.

We, having discussed ce rta in  as­
pects o f the C.P. po licy, have con­
cluded th a t there are certa in  weak­
nesses req u iring  im m ediate and 
adequate a tten tion  and discussion:

1. TH E  THEORY OF SOCIAL­
IS M  IN  ONE COUNTRY: T his  the­
ory, advocated since 1925. and 
s ta ting  th a t socialism can be es­
tablished in  Russia independently 
o f the rest of the w orld , is  a tra v ­
esty o f the M a rx is t conception o f 
w o rld  economy, and has led to a

1 completely con trad ic to ry  a ttitud e  
towards revo lu tiona ry  developments 
in  other countries, leading a lte r­
na te ly  to  c rim ina l re fo rm is t oppor­
tun ism  on the one hand, and blind, 
panicky adventurism  on the other 
This, a complete denial o f Len in ’s 
po licy, weakens the struggle fo r 
w o rld  revo lu tion, and is the m ain 
source of incorrect C.I. policies.

2. T H E  U N ITE D  FRONT FROM  
BELOW : T h is  po licy, abandoned 
now a t the eleventh hour, has meant 
in  actua l practice, no un ited fro n t  
a t a l l and its  ’consequences can 
m ost c lea rly  be seen in  Germany. 
The change of fro n t on the p a rt of 
the C.I., a lthough belated, is w e l­
come, and m ust be supported, bu t 
the fa c t th a t the change is made 
w ith o u t admission o f previous er­
ro r— in  fac t, w ith  a den ia l of a 
change— suggests a possible reac-

iton, w ith  fu r th e r disastrous conse­
quences.

3. TH E AMSTERDAM A N TI­
WAR CONGRESS: A n example of 
the incorrect U nited F ro n t from  the 
top— w ith  ind iv idua ls, leaders, pa­
cifists, clergymen, etc., bu t no t w ith  
the Social-Democratic organizations 
themselves. A  hotch-potch in  which 
the C.P. is submerged, and takes no 
independent line.

4. D ETERM IN ATIO N  OF PO­
L IC Y : W ith in  the C.I. and the B r i­
tish  C.P., a ll in te rna l p a rty  democ­
racy has been abolished. Policies 
and decisions come from  the top, 
discussion being confined to th e ir 
execution. The W orld  Congress o f 
the C.I., supposed to be held every 
2 years, has not met since 1928, 
w h ile  du ring  the las t 3 years there 
has been on ly  one C.P.G.B. con­
gress, and tha t preceded by expul­
sions and suppression o f effective 
c ritic ism . Correctness is taken fo r  
granted, and those da ring  to ques- j 
tion  the po licy o f the centre are 
slandered and expelled. Th is is in ­
com patible w ith  the tra in in g  o f 
revo lu tionary leadership, and pre­
pares the way fo r defections and 
confusions a t times o f crisis.

On the above points, we cannot 
accept the po licy o f the C.P. Never­
theless rea liz ing  th a t i t  is  the on ly 
revo lu tionary party, we in tend to 
enter it ,  to w o rk  as Communists, 
a t the same tim e seeking, by every 
leg itim ate  means, to change these 
points in  its  po licy w h ich we con­
sider wrong.

We appeal to  a ll revo lu tionary 
workers in  the IL P  to adopt the 
same position. A ny comrades w ish­
ing  to associate themselves w ith  the 
a ttitud e  as stated above should 
w rite  to the address appended.

—T. KERNOT 
P. SOLOMONS,
J. SAINSBURY,

(Hackney I.L .P .)
M. GIBBS (Clapham I.L .P .)

M arch 19, 1933 
19 A lw yne Road, N. 1.

A  Letter from a W orker in E. St. Louis
Comrades:

Received the f irs t issue o f the 
M ilitant you sent me and a fte r 
reading i t  ca re fu lly  decided to  take 
i t  rt'gu la rly . Therefore I  am send­
ing you $1 fo r a s ix  months sub­
scrip tion .

Being employed fo r  the las t tw o 
years in  the Soviet Union I w it ­
nessed blow a fte r b low  against the 
workers by the S ta lin is t bureau­
crats w ith o u t any resistance on the 
side of the workers who were given 
a ll the power by the October rev­
olution.

The fa te  o f the workers’ state lies 
in  the hands of S ta lin  find unless 
the workers th roughou t the w o rld  
w i l l  help th e ir  comrades in  the So­
v ie t U n ion to r id  the Com intern 
o f the bureaucra tic  machine the 
workers and peasants in  despair 
w i l l  welcome any aggression and 
the idea o f w o rld  revo lu tion  w i l l  
be buried fo r  another hundred 
years.

The Left Opposition and its  o r­
gan, the Militant, seem to  know  
th e ir  task as how to  enlighten the 
workers on the com ing danger.

I  have never been in  the w o rk­
ers’ movement and took l i t t le  in te r­
est in  i t  before I w ent to the So­
v ie t Union. However conditions 
have changed the’ last 2-3 years

and they show more and more 
c learly  th a t the props of the capi­
ta lis t system are g iv ing  w ay and 
Communism sha ll be its  substitute.

Yours comradely,
— J. C.
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C.P. Expels A lb e r t  G oldm an
_____ (Continued from  Page 1)_____
ental. I  was opposed to the' jo in in g  
o f the Scottsboro issue w ith  the 
Mooney issue. I  was not given a 
chance at the Congress to exp la in 
my position. The jo in in g  of the 
tw o issue's in  such a mechanical 
manner was ha rm fu l both to the 
Mooney issue and to the Scottsboro 
issue, B u t 1 w u ld  have voted w ith  
the p a rty  had I  been asked to a t­
tend the frac tion  meeting and given 
a chance to make my position clear.

B u t the expulsion had to come. 
The v io la tion  of d iscip line a t the 
Mooney Congress was but the pre­
text. My views on the various 
problems con fronting  the Am erican 
movement and the w orld  movement 
a rt' such tha t a conflic t between 
m yself and the pa rty  leadership 
was inevitable . I f  the p a rty  j>er- 
m itted  freedom of discussion, th a t 
con flic t would run its  na tu ra l 
course w ith in  the p a r ty ; but w ith ­
out fret'dom  o f discussion a breach 
of d iscip line is inevitable , 
a typ ica l example o f the dishonesty 
typ ica l example of the dishonesty 
th a t characterized the' d is tr ic t eight, 
leaders in  my whole conflict w ith  
them. There is p ra c tica lly  not a 
single, whole sentence in  the state­
ment which is not e ither a down­
r ig h t d is to rtion  of the facts or a 
w ilfu l m is in terpre ta tion . W ithou t 
c la im ing th a t there is a sharp lind  
o f demarcation between a p la in  mis- j 
statement of fac t or, in  p la iner ] 
English, a dow nrigh t l i t ')  and an ] 
answer, fo r  t in ' purpose o f convent- , 
ence, w i l l  deal w ith  these tw o i 
types of falseliods under d iffe ren t | 
headings. (

The answer dot's not assume to , 
enter in to  a detailed explanation o f j 
the various problems which I  dis- ] 
cussed in  artic les and speeches ( 
w ith in  the' last eight months. I t  ( 
confines its e lf merely to a simple 
denial and a short explanation of ( 
a ll the d is tortions contained in  the ( 
statement.

I .  i
D ISTORTIONS OF FACT i

(1) “ He (G oldm an) was pre- 1 
v iousiy dxpelled from  the P arty  fo r  * 
his opposition to the policy o f the 1 
Communist P arty  in  the Trade 1
Unions.”  ‘

<
I  was never expelled from  the j 

pa rty  fo r  tha t reason o r any other ( 
reason. I  was not opposed to thd 
po licy o f the Communist p a rty  in  ( 
the trade unions, du ring  the ydars ‘ 
1920-25 when I  was active in  the 
underground party . I  was opposed , 
to the po licy o f some of the' pa rty  
leaders of those days in  th e ir ta c tic  : 
o f the un ited fro n t from  above w ith  
the H illm an-Lev ine  gang o f the 
Am algam ated C loth ing W orkers, a 
tac tic  which, a t th a t time, k illed  
the L e ft w ing in  the Amalgamated 
and which to  a large extent ex- 1 
p la ins its  p itiab le  weakness a t pre'- : 
sent.

The above falsehood has a source! 
wh ich, to  those who are acquainted | 
w ith  events of th a t period, is quite1; 
obvious. Undoubtedly the secret­
a r ia t  accepted the word o f th a t ig ­
norant confusionist par excellence, 
Robdrt M inor. I t  was he who ask -, 
ed me not to a ttack the H illm a n  ’ 
leadership at the 1922 Amalgamated 
convention. I t  was he who was 
most com pletely taken in by the 
shrewd and slippdry H illm a n . I t  
was he who fought me b itte r ly  a t 
tbe fra c tio n  meeting of the com­
rades in ' the needle trade's, subse­
quent to the convention. There was 
a complete un ited fro,lit between 
h im  and H illm a n  against the L e ft 
w ingers. As a resu lt o f th is  un­
holy alliance, M ino r took advantage/ 
o f the vicious fram e-up o f H illm a n  
and Levine against rnd, on the basis 
of w h ich  I  was expelled from  the 
Amalgamated as a spy.

Rumors po in ting  the finger o f 
suspicion against me began to  be 
circu la ted in  the pa rty  two ydars 
a fte r everyone knew about the 
frame-up and du ring  w h ich tim e I  
was very active in  the underground I 
party . I  demanded an im mediate 
investigation, and re fra ined from  
a c tiv ity  in  the meantime. A  com­
m ittee to investigate was appointed, 
and not u n t il the un ited fro n t be­
tween M ino r and H illm a n  was 
broken up did the com m it'ee come 
out w ith  a statement brand ing the 
action o f H illm a n  and Ldvine as a 
fram eup to get me out of the Am ­
algamated. I  was then studying 
law  and did  not go back to pa rty  
a c tiv ity , but I  was never expelled.

(2) “ . ...G o ld m a n  a t th a t tim e 
(du ring  the u n it I'd fro n t conference 
held in  October 1932 in  Chicago) 
defended the leaders o f the Social­
is t P a rty  against the Communist 
P a rty  position.

A fte r a stup id  and v io len t a t­
tack on Borddrs and the Socialist 
P a rty  leadership by W illiam son of 
the Communist P arty , an attack 
wh ich alienated a ll the rank and 
file  of the non-party organizations,
I  was called upon to make a co l­
lection speech. I  stated th a t I, fo r  
one, would accept the Socialist 
leaders who came in to  the united 
fro n t a t th e ir word, and would 
c ritic ize  theta on ly on the basis o f 
th e ir  action in  the un ited fro n t 
struggle. In  an a rtic le  in  the 
December issue' o f The Communist, 
(an a rtic le  w h ich was not lis ted in  
the table of contents, and w hich 
was prin ted  im m ediate ly a fte r W il­
liam son’s rep ly— a ll fo r  thd p u r­
pose of g iv ing  as l i t t le  prom inen­
ce to i t  as possible) I  developed 
my position and critic ized my own 
statem ent. I  refe'r everyone to  
th is  a rtic le  which w i l l  give the lie  
to the statement th a t I  defended 
the leaders o f the Socialist Party.

(3) “ On the occasions hd defend­
ed the position o f t lid  Second In te r ­
na tiona l and th a t o f the counter­
revo lu tionary renegade, T ro ts k y .. .  
He slandered the Communist P arty  
o f Germany” . ..
J challctage anyone to find a sin-

Communist P arty . In  short, my 
c ritic ism  o f the method o f ca lling  
the Congress was th a t i t  was ca ll­
ed under thd auspices of one organ­
ization, whereas i t  should have 
been called by a prov is iona l com­
m ittee representing a ll tendencies 
in  the labo r movement. T h is  very 
idea was advocated by the p a rty  
about e ight weeks before' the Con­
gress. I  said th a t the ones who 
called the Congress thought of the 
united fro n t tac tic  as something 
w h ich perm its  one organization to 
invite ' a ll other organizations to 
its  a ffa ir. One organization de­
cides to have a congress or a hun­
ger-march o r w hat not, and then 
graciously sends an in v ita tio n  to 
a ll other organizations to jo in  it .
I  pointed out th a t the proper way 
is to make a ll organizations fedl 
th a t they are pa rtic ip a tin g  in  the 
ca lling  o f the un ited fro n t confer­
ence. Had th is  been done, we would 
have bden able to sw ing many more 
Socia list pa rty  locals and A m eri­
can Federation of Labor locals 
away from  the reactionary leader­
ship. The c ritic ism  was levelled 
at the Tom Mooney M olders’ De­
fense Committee and not a word 
was said about the Communist 
party.

I I .
W ilfu l M is in terpre ta tions

(1) “ Goldman developed a theory 
. . . .  tha t there' can be no un ited 
fro n t o f unorganized workers, 
therefore lay ing  down a R igh t w ing 
theoretica l ju s tifica tio n  against any 
ac tiv ities  in  the shops where the 
masses o f workers are' unorganiz­
ed.”

A  rea l gem of logic, w o rth y  of 
the leaders o f d is tr ic t e igh t! How  
the conclusion fo llow s from  the 
premise is a m ystery w h ich  on ly 
the logicians o f d is tr ic t e igh t can 
solve.

The statement I  made in  an a r t i­
cle w h ich  was not published fo r 
one reason or other, bu t w h ich  the 
d is tr ic t e igh t bureaucrats m is­
quoted and m isin terpre ted was th a t 
the un ited fro n t presupposed the 
existence of organizations d iffe ring  
on fundam ental princip les, bu t 
agrec'ing to act together on some 
immediate issue; th a t the necessary 
attem pts to organize the unorgan- 
ied workers around some im m edi­
ate issud would not by any stretch 
of im agination be considered a u n i­
ted fro n t. Where, then, does the 
idea th a t there should be no a c tiv ­
itie s  in  the' shops come from ? Ask 
the leadership of d is tr ic t e igh t! 
They w i l l  te ll you tha t to in v ite  
workers to one o f our dances con­
stitu tes a un ited fro n t th a t when 
Negro and white' workers strugg le 
together, i t  is a un ited  f ro n t ;  and 
w i l l  probably fu rn ish  you w ith  sim ­
i la r  examples o f th e ir  conception 
o f a united fron t. Can we not, 
must we not, establish a school 
where d is tr ic t eight leaders and 
s im ila r leaders could be compelled 
to attend classes in  the A  B  0  of 
Communism ?

(2 ) “ He aso developed a ‘L e ftis t ’ 
theory against the united f ro n t 
campaign o f the Communist pa rty  
in  election campaigns, declaring 
th a t in  the elections thdre can be 
no united fro n t o f t h f  workers 
since the workers a lready support 
d iffe ren t p o lit ic a l p a r tie s .. .  .H e  
sharp ly opposed thd policy o f the 
W orkers’ T icke t charging th a t 
th is  is a re fo rm is t policy to ap­
peal to  the members o f the A m eri­
can Federation o f Labor and So­
c ia lis t P arty , to jo in  w ith  the Com­
m unist P arty  in  the election s trug­
gles.”

W hat a jum ble o f misrepresen­
ta tions and h a lf- tru th s ! Had the 
a rtic le  w h ich I  w ro te on the sub­
je c t been published, I  could ta s lly  
re fer the reader to i t  and the 
whole issue as to w hat I  w ro te 
would be s e ttlta . B u t the a rtic le  
was not published, so th a t a l l I  
can do is to give its  leading ideas.

I  said in  th a t a rtic le  th a t the

un ited fro n t has as its  m ain p u r­
pose the invo lv ing  o f large masses 
of workers o f d iffe ren t oragniza- 
tions in  a strugg le against t the 
cap ita lis t class on the basis of an 
im mediate issue. I  fu r th e r stated 
th a t the main purpose o f our par­
liam entary campaign should be the 
ta rn a tio n  of the workers in  the 
princip les o f Com m unism ; th a t th is  
can best be done i f  the Communist 
pa rty  has its  own candidates and 
conducts its  campaign on its  own 
p la tfo rm ; th a t a un ited fro n t fo r 
the purpose o f electing someone to 
a cap ita lis t leg is la ture is opportun­
ism. I did hot a ltogether exclude 
the possib ility  of a un ited fro n t on 
the pa rliam enta ry  field, bu t very 
severely c ritic ied  the tactics as 
pursued in Chicago.

W hy then de liberate ly lie  in  a t­
tr ib u tin g  to me as the reason fo r 
my opposition to the united fro n t 
on the pa rliam enta ry  field, “ since 
the workers already support d i f ­
ferent po litica l parties” ?

W hy give the absolutely false 
impression tha t my opposition to 
the W orkers’ T icket was based on 
the fac t th a t th is  is a “ re form ist 
po licy to the appeal to the mem­
bers o f the American Federation 
o f Labor and Socialist Party , to 
jo in  w ith  the Communist P arty  in  
the c ita tio n  struggles"?

Of course the lies and distortions 
have on ly one reason. To discre­
d it  w ith  the workers who w i l l  never 
get a chance to read my reply to 
the slanderous statement.

(3) “ He did not pa rtic ipa te  in 
any mass ac tiv ity , and abstained

Perspectives for American Labor
Although Am erican cap ita lism  is 

entering, or has entdred, the up­
w ard  swing of a new cycle, i t  is 
reasonable to assume th a t the per­
spectives of t i lt '  near fu tu re  po in t 
to a grow ing rad ica liza tion  of the 
American masses.

W hile i t  m ight seem as i f  the' 
United States stands as a re fu ta tion  
of M arxism , dut' to the fac t th a t 
i t  possesses both the most h igh ly  
developed form s of the cap ita lis t 
mode o f production and the least 
(o r near the li'a s t) developed rev­
o lu tionary  w o rk ing  class, in  rea lity  
th is  con trad ic tion  is no re fu ta tion  
at a ll. On the contrary, i t  can be 
understood to its  fu lle s t extent only 
by means of an analysis based on 
the la rger content o f M arxism .

The po litica l lag o f the Am erican 
w ork ing  class is the resu lt of pecu­
lia r it ie s  o f na tional development. In  
lhe past the consciousness of the 
American workers as a class rose 
to a certa in  level as a resu lt o f 
various stages o f Am erican econ­
omic development on ly to subside 
under the influence of a subsequent 
p i'riod  of com parative “ p rosperity” , 
American h is to rica l development 
(w ith  the opprtunit.v of the fro n t­
ie r and the possib ilities of in d iv i­
dual escape from  the w ork ing  class 
by means of a lim ited  success as a 
farm er, sm all merchant or profes­
sional man) operated as a safety 
valve preventing the rise o f the 
Am erican p ro le ta ria t as a po litica l 
fac to r in  the social life  of A m eri­
can capitalism . The Am erican wage 
earner viewed him self as a potent­
ia l cap ita lis t ra the r than as a mem­
ber o f the w o rk ing  class. H is  
ideology was tha t o f the pe tty  
bourgeois and he fa iled  to recog­
nize the de s ira b ility  o f acting as 
a mass.

B ut today t i l t '  peculiar h is to rica l 
conditions which d rille d  the p h il­
osophy of ind iv idua lism  so deeply 
in to  the m inds of the Am erican 
workers arq no longer present. 
T lu 'y  are succumbing, or have suc­
cumbed, to the march of economic 
development. The fro n tie r  is clos­
ed. No longer is i t  possible fo r 
any appreciable' number of workers 
to  rise out of th e ir class by becom­
ing sm all farm ers or by entering the 
perm am ently over-crowded profes­
sions. 'The sm all farm er has been 
reduced to the economic status o f 
the' “ poor peasant”  o f Europe. A m ­
erican schools and colleges are 
tu rn in g  out thousands of young 
per,sons, tra ined fo r  professional 
service, fo r  whom there is no em- 
p loym tat. The possib ility  o f a suc­
cess as a sm all m erchant lias been 
reduced to the neighborhood of zero 
by a rise in  the m in im um  amount 
o f cap ita l neodssary “ to s ta rt in  

j business fo r oneself”  and by the 
j invasion of large scale cap ita l (w ith  
, ' t s superior technique, greater con- 
j tro l ovt'r sources o f supply and 
s im ila r advantages. in to ' such 
h ith e rto  neglected fields as re ta il 
d is tribu tion , to such an extent th a t 
in  1929 i t  made a to ta l o f  21.5 per­
cent of a ll n 'ta il sales.

A t the same ¡time, Am erican 
workers are beginning to  realize 
tha t th e ir  interests and those o f the 
cap ita lis ts  represent two antagon-

take place now. B u t a ll phases o f 
the business cycle lu ll,  average 
production, boom and cris is— from  
now on, w i l l  occur on a generally 
deseeqding curve in  con trad is tinc­
tion  to a fo rm erly  ascending one. 
They .w ill take place w ith in  a re ­
s tr ic tive  circle d ic ta ti'd  by the pre­
sent stage of development o f the 
in te rna tiona l economic and social 
relationships of w o rld  im peria lism . 
Boonif, w i l l  be' extrem ely sho rt­
lived and succeeded by crises of 
unusual length and depth.

(Continued in  next issue)

Parliamentary Cretinism
(C o n tin ued  fro m  P a ge  1 )

is tic  pales. They are becoming 
aware tha t a rise in  p roduc tiv ity  
does not necessarily resu lt in  a cor­
responding rise in  th e ir so-called 
share of the national p ro fit. And 
to th is  the fac t th a t a cyc lica l 
recovery w i l l  not b ring  a substant­
ia l restoration of the depressed 
Am erican standard of liv in g  and i t  
is easy to believe tha t the awaken­
ing process w i l l  continue.

Labor power is a commodity. As 
such its  true' value is determ ined 
by the value of the physical m in ­
imum o f requirements necessary to 
reproduce th a t labor power from  
day to day plus certa in  require­
ments d icta ted by n a tu ra l condi­
tions and b -  the p a rtic u la r social 
level of the United States. H ow ­
ever, by reason o f its  bding a com­
m odity, labor power is amenable to 
the inv is ib le  laws goveri ing  a l l  
commodities. I t  is influenced by 
th i' factors of supply and demand, 
being forced below or carried above 
its  true  value according as the 
available supply o f labor power is 
above or below demand. B u t w ith  
the tremendous technological ad­
vance o f production in  recent years 
there exists a permament and re ­
la tive ly  grow ing • over-supply o f 
labor power. W hile  a cyc lica l re­
covery would cause them to  rise 
s lig h tly  above th e ir  p resta t level, 
as a resu lt of the absorption o f a 
pa rt o f the over-supply of labor 
power, from  th a t po in t they would 
once more recede.

Thus we are led to believe th a t 
the period o f “ p rospe rity ”  ex is ting  
between 1923 and 1929, as fa r  as 
the workers are concerned, has 
passta never to re turn . I t  is  esti,- 
matd tha t im provem ent o f produc­
tive  technique has progressed to the 
po in t where a re tu rn  to the produc­
tion  li've ls  of 1928-29, w h ich  is 
not like ly , could he made today w ith  
the re-employment o f not more than 
50 percent o f the 16 m illio n  A m eri­
can w ork i'rs  unemployed a t present, 
Thus, the United States w i l l  enter 
any period of cyclica l recovery w ith  
a permament in d u s tr ia l reserv’d 
arm y o f a t least 8 m illio n  persons. 
Nor w i l l  th is  arm y shrink. On the 
con tra ry , i t  is reasonable to  pre­
suppose its  fu rth e r grow th. Thd 
technological displacement o f w o rk ­
ers w i l l  continue. Each year an 
in flux  o f young persons who have 
att ined "w o rk in g  age”  w i l l  swtal 
the ranks of ava ilable workers. So 
take it ,  a ll in  a ll, i t  may be said 
th a t the Am erican period o f h igh 
wages is a th in g  o f the past.

In  1929 thd U n ited States defin­
ite ly  jo ined Europe in  a condition 
o f general cap ita lis t decline. I ts  
in d u s tr ia l a c tiv ity , held up by the 
export of cap ita l be tw eta 1923-29, 
perm anently slackened. The gen­
era l c ris is  o f cap ita lism  la id  i t  by 
the liedls and today Am erica is con­
fronted by an accumulation o f sur- 
pls capita l seeking investment, ex­
cess p lan t capacity, ove rca p ita liza ­
tion  in  expectation of h igh mono­
poly profits, restric ted m arkets and 
other phenomena cha racteris tic  of 
the period o f cap ita lis t decay.

However, th is  does not mean th a t 
cyc lica l va ria tions are excluded. On 
the con tra ry, one is  beginning to

uai-DÙsses paper, Monde) are keep­
ing watch over you! And, as i f  to 
complete the p ic tu re  of p o lit ic a l de­
cay, the same number ot the Rund- 
senuu p rin ts  a leading a rtic le  on 
ihe present re la tions between Ger­
many u.ia »ias trm . A  Tovniu.ion- 
a ry ” ph ilis tin e  relates tha t " fo r  the 
hrs.t tim e”  ( ! )  in  the re la tions of 
the two countries, “ H it le r  has re­
course to reprisa ls against A us tria  
to force measures of in te rna l policy 
trom  tha t governm ent” . For the 
f irs t tim e in  the  re la tions o f the 
two states ! The a rtic le  concludes 
w ith  the fo llow ing  rem arkable 
words : "The re la tions between 
Germany and A u s tria  have m 'ver 
been, since the existence of the 
Empire, as bad as they are a t th is  
moment. ¡Such is the p ractica l re­
s u it o f H it le r ’s fo re ign  po licy.”  
i t  is somewhat unbearable to 
read th is  philosophy w hich is 
w orthy of a conservative P riva t- 
dozent (pro fessor). H it le r  is cop- 
ducting a policy of counter-revolu­
tiona ry  rea lism  in  A us tria . He w ins 
over the petty-bourgeois masses by 
d igging the ground from  under un­
stable A us trian  Bonapartism . W ith  
obstinacy and perseverance, H it le r  
is changing the re la tionsh ip  o f 
forces in  his favo r. He does not 
fea r the s tra in ing  of re la tions w ith  
D ollfuss. In  th a t he distinguishes 
h im se lf— and distinguishes him staf 
to  his advantage— from  O tto Bauer 
and f ro m . . .  th i' S ta lin is t bureau­
cracy w h ich  does not view the re­
la tions between A u s tr ia  and Ger­
many from  the standpoint o f the 
class s trugg le bu t fro m  the stand­
po in t of d ip lom atic  cretin ism .

Moscow’s enthusiasm fo r  the 
Paris Congress called to  replace 
the revo lu tionary s trugg le in  Aus­
tr ia , and the ind igna tion  a t Basle? 
over the policy of H it le r  who does 
not fear, in  the strugg le against 
the A us tria n  masses, to d ispute w ith  
D o llfuss h im self— “ th e n ' is  no an i­
m al stronger than a cat” , sa^s thd 
mouse— th is  enthusiasm  and th is  
ind igna tion  complement each other 
as tw o  form s of pa rliam en ta ry  and 
d ip lom atic  cretin ism . B y a m inute 
pa rt the whole can be judged. In  
many cases one can precisely de­
term ine the sickness by a symptom, 
These two artic les  are taough—- 
one in  Pravda, the other in  the 
Rundschau— to say : perhaps the 
C entris t bureaucracy has adequate! 
means a t its  disposal to h ire  ex­
pensive ha lls  in  Paris and to pub­
lish  bu lky  papers in  Basle, but B u­
reaucratic Centrism  as a revo lu­
tiona ry  c u r r ta t is dead, i t  decom­
poses before our eyes and poisons 
the atmosphere.

—L. TROTSKY.
P rink ipo , June 13, 1933.

from  w ork in  mass o rgan iza tions,: 
confining his a c tiv ity  to tha t o f a ! 
lawyer, appearing in  a number o f i 
cases in  court, and occasionally as j 
a speaker fo r  tin? ‘F riends o f the 
.Soviet Union.’”  I

I  do not of course c la im  th a t I  
did the most im portan t w o rk  in  
the party . I  did not organize any 
pa rty  units, nor d id  I  organize any 
unemployed councils or in d u s tr ia l 
unions. B u t the statement above 
quoted li'aves the impression tha t 
I  handled very ftav cases and did 
p ra c tica lly  no th ing else besides.

F o r the last fou r years I  have 
handled very few  cast's and did 
p ra c tica lly  no th ing else besides.

F o r the last fou r years I  have 
handled hundreds o f cases fo r the 
In te rn a tion a l Labor Defense. There 
were times when I  appeared in 
court every day fo r weeks and 
weeks. I  spoke at least an average 
o f three times a week, before d if ­
feren t branches of various organ i­
zations.

I  do not say th is  w ith  any fueling 
tha t I  d id  a lo t fo r  the movement, 
but sim ply to show the dishonesty 
contained in  the above statem ent 
of the secretariat.

I I I .
I f  freedom of discussion w i're  to  

exist in  the pa rty  had I  been given 
an opportun ity  to ta lk  to the mem­
bership on the various problems j 
tha t I  raised in  my a rtic le s ; had | 
two a rtic les  w h ich  I  w ro te  dealing t 
w ith  the un ited fro n t on the pa rlia - j 
m entary field and w ith  the slogan 
of amalgam ation o f the unemployed 
workers’ organizations been pub­
lished ; had I  fe lt  tha t the' d is tr ic t 
leaders were honestly opposed to me 
but were w illin g  to perm it me to 
discuss a ll the v ita l issues bdfore 
the membership, I  would now feel 
extrem ely vexed a t m yself fo r  my 
breach o f d iscip line a t thd Mooney 
Congress. I  do not th in k  th a t ex­
pulsion would have been m erited, 
but I  would feel th a t almost any 
other punishment would be w e ll de­
served. Communist d isc ip line  is 
something tha t cannot be taken too 
seriously. B u t when Communist 
d iscip line is used to tra p  a comrade 
who has iddas, i t  assumes a fo rm a l 
and obnoxious character, fa r  re­
moved from  the ideas of Commun­
is t d iscip line as taught by Lenin.

Everyone knew I  was a delegate 
to the Mooney Congress, I  am quite 
positive th a t the fac t th a t I  was a 
delegate reached the ears o f the 
leaders o f d is tr ic t e igh t bdfore the 
Congress convened. W hy was I  
not inv ited  to the fra c tio n  meeting 
where I  should have been g iv r ti a 
chance to present my views on the 
conduct of the Congress and on the 
adv isab ility  of jo in in g  the Scotts­
boro and Mooney issue's? On the 
one hand, I  am kept out o f the 
frac tion  m eeting and on the other 
hand, i f  I  say anyth ing contrary 
to the decision o f the frac tion , I  
v io late d iscip line. “ Heads I  w in—  
ta ils  you lose !”

Yds, I  vio lated discip line, but un­
der the circumstances expulsion is 
not jus tified , and since expulsion 
was decided upon, i t  is  obvious 
th a t the real reason is not m y con­
duct a t the Moom'y Congress, but 
the fa c t th a t fo r  the past six 
months or so I  have dared to  come 
out w ith  theories o f the un ited fro n t 
tac tic  and w ith  an explanation of 
the German s itua tion  not to  the 
lik in g  o f the d is tr ic t taght leader­
ship.

I  cannot deny th a t expulsion 
would be a te rr ib le  blow. No real 
Communist would take expulsion 
from  the pa rty  calm ly. On the 
other hand, no rea l Communist sur­
renders the most Cherished posses­
sion o f a revo lu tion is t, in te llec tua l 
honesty and independence and in te ­
g r ity . P a rty  membership and in ­
te llec tua l hoesty should m 'ver con­
flic t. I f  there is a conflict? i f  the 
pa rty  does no t pe rm it freedom o f 
discussion w ith in  the lim its  o f 
Communist d iscip line, i f  a p a rty  
member m ust Concdal his views in  
order to rem ain in  the party, the 
expulsion is no longer a disgrace, 
but a badge o f honor.

Woe to  the p a rty  th a t m ust re ­
sort to repression and expulsion to 
compel members to agree w ith  the 
leadership! Has i t  come to such a1 
T W E N T Y  TWO
stage in  the* Communist movement? 
M y expulsion indicates th a t i t  has. 
The affirmance o f the expulsion by 
the Centra l Committee o f the pa rty  
w i l l  prove conclusively th a t th tae is 
no room fo r  a th in k in g  revo lu tion­
is t w ith in  the pa rty .

— ALBERT GOLDMAN.

Archbishop and F.S.U.
(Continued from Page 1)

Nazis Cut W ages
(Continued from Page I)

London M eet Splits
(Continued from Page 1)

we can more successfully a ttack 
the rest of the w o rld ” .

To help cover up thd rea l policies 
of concentrated attack on in te rna ­
tiona l markets, they set up /a 
utopian na tiona lis tic  ideal o f h igh 
prices, stabilized fo r  a generation, 
of a na tiona lly  managed currency, 
o f broader purchasing power fo r  the! 
masses in  the face o f ris in g  prices, 
o f im proved conditions fo r  ag ricu l­
tu re  as against industry , of a gen­
era l re tu rn  to the “ prosperous per­
iod”  of 1924-1925. The rea lities, 
howdver, are not s tab iliza tion  bu t 
the w ildest specu la tion ; not the 
s tim u la tion  of agricu lture, bu t the 
e lim ina tion  o f the sm all fa rm e r; 
not greater purchasing power fo r  
the masses, bu t less purchasing 
powdr due to in fla tio n  and the 
ty in g  up o f the  trade unions, hand 
and foot, w ith  the ropes o f (he 
In d u s tr ia l Recovery Act.

The com bination o f open fo rce  
w ith  sentim ental hypocrisy, o f ru th ­
less d r iv in g  tow ard a fixed goal 
w ith  apparent vac illa tion , o f an 
opdn s p littin g  of the London con­
ference w ith  pious a ttem pts to keep 
i t  going, are Roosevelt’s d is tinc t 
con tribu tion  to the technique of 
aggressive im peria lism .

— B. J. F.

I N  T H E  N E X T  I S S U E
The next issue' of the M ilitant 

w i l l  contain an a rt ic le  by comrade 
T ro tsky  in  rep ly  to the c r it ic s  o f 
the H is to ry  o f the Russian Revolu­
tion.

COMRADE M IL IC E N T  SHOOTER
,We have received the sad news 

from  abroad th a t one o f the f irs t 
supporters o f the L e ft  Opposition 
in  England, comrade M illic d n t 
Shooter, passed away a t her home 
in  Helston, Cornwall. Comrade 
Shooter ra llie d  to  The M il ita n t 
w ith  contribu tions, both lite ra ry  
and financia l, from  its  very incep­
tion. We w ish to rdcord our ap­
precia tion a t the excellent J im m y 
H igg ins w ork  she carried  on to the 
lim it  o f her capacity in  Great 
B r ita in  and our deep g rie f a t losing 
a fa ith fu l comradd-in-arms, who re­
mained w ith  us to her la s t day.

gle sentence in  anyth ing I  w ro te  ( 
or to ito iiit  to any statement th a t i 
l  made, in d ica ting  th a t I  defend- ’ 
ed the position of the Staond In - i 
terua tional. I  have said many 
th ings about the un ited fron t, and 1 
about .the German sitifiation which 
were in  argeem i'nt w ith  T ro tsky ’s 
ideas. I do not apologize fo r  tha t.
Is there any p a rty  ru le  saying ; 
th a t one must f irs t find out w hat 
T ro tsky has said, and then say the 
exact opposite'? The cla im  is con­
s tan tly  made th a t T ro tsky  was 
expelled fo r  v io la tion  o f d iscip line 
and not fo r h is ideas. I f  th a t is 
so, (and I  am not naive enough to 
believe i t )  is i t  not possible to 
agre'e w ith  T ro tsky and s t i l l  be a 
good pa rty  member?

In  the course o f a discussion w ith  
the D is tr ic t Committee on my 
views. I  exp lic itly  stated th a t I  do 
not consider Cannon and Lovestone 
countdr-revolutionaries. I  am s t i l l  
o f tha t opinion. B y v ir tu e  o f w hat 
ru le  in  the pa rty  or the Commun­
ist In te rna tiona l, is one liab le  to 
expulsion fo r  such an opinion? I f  
there is such a rule, le t i t  bd made 
public im m e d ia te ly !

In  w hat way d id  I  slander the 
Communist P arty  o f Germany? By 
saying tha t its  un ited fro n t tactics 
were in co rrta t?  L e t me ca ll a t­
tention to the fac t th a t when the 
pa rty  lenders were grand iloquently  
procla im ing th a t the Communist 
P arty  o f Gc'rmany w i l l  crush the 
Fascists, I  was w a rn ing  everyone 
of the im pending ca lam ity . I t  gives 
me no satisfaction whatever to say 
tha t I  was r ig h t. T lie  rea l t ru th  
o f the m atte r is th a t when one 
critic izes the leaders o f the  pa rty , 
i t  is «ailed s lander; and when the 
p a rty  leaders slander everyone who 
disagrees w ith  them, i t  is called 
critic ism .

(4) “ He developed a theory 
th a t only a un ited f ro n t w ith  lead­
ers is possible.”

W hat a sham eful u n t ru th ! One 
must lose a ll hope in  the possib il­
ity  o f a successful Communist 
movement when Ida dors can stoop 
to such m isrepresentations. F o r­
tunate ly we understand very well, 
tha t the Communist movdment is 
only tem po ra rily  burdened w ith  
such “ leaders’1, who depend upon 
lies and repression fo r th e ir con­
tro l of the Communist party . A l l  I  
can say is, whi're and when did  I  
say or w r ite  anyth ing ju s tify in g  
th is  slander?

(5 ) “ He pers is tently  resisted the 
independent role o f the pa rty  in  thd 
united fron t, objecting to every pol­
it ic a l c ritic ism  o f the Am erican 
Federation of Laobr o r thd Socia list 
P arty  leaders.”

I  d id  not ob ject to p o litica l c r it ic ­
ism, hut I  d id  object to  v ile  and 
stup id attacks which had the in e v it­
able resu lt o f a liena ting  a ll the 
non-party people from  us.

(6) , “ The le tte r o f the Executive 
1 Committee of the Communist In te r ­
national, he in terpre ted as agree­
ing w ith  his posiiton.”

This charge is exceedingly hum or­
ous. I  d id  not, as a m atte r o f 
fact, make th a t cla im . H ow  could 

1 I  make tha t cla im , when m y posi­
tion  was th a t we should c ritic izd  
the socia list leaders, hu t m a in ly  on 
the basis of the issues involved in  
the p a rticu la r un ited fro n t action, 
whereas thd Communist In te rn a ­
tiona l came out w ith  its  advice 
to the various parties to re fra in  
from  critic ism ?  I t  seems th a t 
many pa rty  members werd o f the 
opin ion th a t my position was en­
dorsed by the Communist In te rn a ­
tional, and to counteract th a t opin­
ion, the d is tr ic t leaders a ttr ibu ted  
i t  to md.

(7) “ A t the ‘Free Tom Moondy’ 
Congress, he made a speech in  
w h ich he held the Communist P a rty  
and thd Tom Mooney M olders’ De- 
fdhse Committee responsible fo r  the 
absence of delegates from  thd  So­
c ia lis t P a rty .”

1 d id  not say a w ord  about the

a fte r th is  anti-Soviet speech: “ In  
behalf of our organization, the F. 
S. U., we thank the Archbishop 
Ben jam in and h is sdcretary, M r. 
H ierom ouk D m itr i fo r being pre­
sent here ton igh t.”  And then fo l­
lowed hand shakings between the 
two counter-revolu tionary w h ite  
guards and the tw o  F riends  f  
the Soviet Un ion” , D r. Le Roy and 
B. Freedman. Sarcastic laughter 
greeted th is  very dign ified ceremony 
from  various parts o f the ha ll.

Open a ir  meetings conducted by 
the L e ft Opposition are system atic­
a lly  broken up by the S ta lin is ts  
w h ile  a class enemy is given a ll 
opportunities to express anti-Soviet 
propaganda from  the p la tfo rm  o f a 
party,-controlled organization. L e ft 
Oppositionists are being expelled, 
not on ly from  the pa rty  bu t also 
from  a u x ilia ry  organizations by the 
same leaders who shake hands w ith  
W h ite  Guard W rangelites. The 
earnest Communist m ust ponder 
over these facts.

P a rty  members should demand an 
explanation from  th e ir leadership.

Instead of repud ia ting  th is  a ffa ir 
the D a ily  W orker has m aintained 
complete silence in  it .  The prole­
ta ria n  elements in  the F. S. U. ( i f  
there are any) should demand an 
accounting from  th e ir leadership 
fo r  th is  sham eful business.

The L e ft Opposition most, sharp­
ly  condemns th is  dangerous in ­
famous s tun t and the a ttitud e  of 
the p a rty  leaders, who by th e ir  
silence share the respns ib ility  fo r  
it .  The depths of S ta lin is t degen­
era tion as revealed in  th is  c r im ­
in a l episode, w h ich  is on ly symp­
tom atic, makes the figh t o f the 
L e ft Opposition fo r a re tu rn  to  the 
policies o f Lenin and T ro tsky  more 
necessary, more im perative than 
ever before.

— J. K A M IA T .

“ They in  our ranks who errone­
ously act along the line  o f a belidf 
in  the existence o f a basic con tra ­
d ic tion  between bourgeois dem­
ocracy and Fascism, between the1 
Social Democracy and H it le r ’s 
party , are ha rm fu l and fa ta l to the 
Communist movement. Indeed th is  
is our Chief danger.”  ( M a n u ils k y ; 
Report a t the X I  P ltau m  of the 
E. C. C. I., A p r i l 1931; Communist 
In te rna tiona l, number 16, A p r i l 
1931, page 703).
FROM “LE N IN IS M  VERSUS 

STA LIN ISM ”

cuts, so tha t they could not p a r t i­
cipate in  the th ird  meeting (a l l thd 
meetings took place on the same 
day), was the wage cu t dictatdd 
against the- w i l l  o f the men, Be­
sides, the three-day w ork  week was 
lengthened, a t the exptase o f the 
workers, to s ix  days.

Here the s trugg le  against the 
Jews was dxposed most c learly. 
Th is shop belongs to an enormous 
Euglis li-Jew ish concern. Since th is  
German shop, as a resu lt o f the 
seasonal summer slackness and the 
a lleg ta ly  excessive wages, could 
not b ring  a re tu rn  on the cap ita l 
invested by the E ng lish Jews, 150 
German office employees and w o rk ­
ers have to starve. T ha t is how 
the struggle against Jew ish finance- 
cap ita l loks in  practice. Two Eng­
lish  Jews w ith  a fortune of hun­
dreds of m illions o f m arks and a 
so-called German cap ita lis t of 
A ryan  o rig in , who, piled up a huge 
fo rtun e  du ring  the w a r and a fte r 
the w a r in  England and did  not 
have to give up a single penny of 
i t  (probably because he was a brave 
German “ fro n t sold ier” ), get th e ir  
money at thd expense o f the w o rk ­
ers. B u t the l i t t le  Jews are h a r­
assed in  t lie  meanest fashion. T ha t 
is the Nazi program  in  its  purest 
form . The cap ita lis t, w hethdr Jew 
or C hristian , m ust live. The p ro­
le ta r ia t can starve.

B u t a ll these glories w i l l  not last 
long. A lready a ferm ent is begin­
ning, not on ly among the class- 
conscious pro le ta ria t, bu t even in  
middle-class c ircles w h ich  u n t il re ­
cen tly  celebrated H it le r  w ith  en­
thusiasm as the savior. A lready 
the dissatisfaction o f the disap­
pointed massds is find ing  frequent 
expression. M ost often in  thj/s 
way “ To he’l l  w ith  H itle r ,  to  he ll 
w ith  the damned leaders o f the 
w orkers ’ parties, thd  social-dem­
ocrats and the Communists, and the 
trade unions, who have betrayed us 
and sold us out. Something else 
has got to come. ( Leaders lik d  
Lenin and T ro tsky, th a t ’s w ha t we 

¡need. Then we’l l  be there. Then 
God help thd rascals fro m  a ll 
cam ps!”

! T h a t is w hat one hears, s t i l l  
j hesitating, cautious, unclear. T ha t 
I is the beginning. Now our w ork  
i is commencing.


