
Industrial Recovery A c t Prepares 
N ew  Capitalist Crisis in Near Future

increased sharply, because o f the 
increased demand fro m  la rge in ­
du s tria l users o f power, and is a t 
t lid  moment not fa r  from  figures 
fo r the corresponding weeks o f 1929 
at the he ight o f the boom.

Yet du ring  th is  whole period the 
financia l basis fo r  the up tu rn  was 
not broadening, but na rrow ing ; in  
othdr words, not in fla tion  bu t de­
fla tion  was actua lly  tak ing  place. 
The tremendous increase in  the 
volume of speculative securities and 
commodities bought, a t ris in g  p r ic ­
e's, together w ith  a substantia l in ­
crease in  the physical volume of 
goods produced, also a t ris in g  
prices, was financed by less money 
and less bank c red it than had been 
in  use' before the boom started in  
A p ril. A c tua lly , money in  c ircu la ­
tion  was about 1 1-2 b illions  lower, 
much more than the 600 m illions  of 
gold which were added to the 
money supply by the re tu rn  o f gold 
from  priva te  hands to the banks 
undt'r th rea t of pun itive  measures ; 
bank cred its showed a correspond­
ing  contraction in  deposits and 
loans.

Yet there was no shortage' o f 
money, a lthough the demand fo r 
i t  was greatly  increased and its  
supply reduced— money can s t i l l  
be obtained on tim e loans fo r  1 to 
1 1-2 percent a year. I t  would 
seem as i f  thd resu lts of in fla tio n—  
h igher prices and s tim u la tion  of 
production— were being obtained 
w h ile  actua lly  ca rry ing  through de­
flation.

The answer to the apparent pa r­
adox is sim ply th a t the ex is ting 
amount o f Currency and o f hank 
cred its is being turned over faster, 
th a t is, th a t the average' velocity

S A V E  C H E N  D U  S I U  
F R O M  W H I T E  T E R R O R !

We have received the ld tte r 
prin ted below from  our Chinese 
comrades. The urgent nded of in ­
te rna tiona l action to save Chen 
Du Siu from  a liv in g  death in  ja i l  
is  self-evident. Every comrade 
must ag ita te  among the' members 
o f the In te rn a tion a l Labor Defense 
and the pa rty  members fo r  the as­
sumption o f responsib ility  by the 
la tte r  in  thd defense o f our brave 
class w a r prisoner

Chiang Kai-Shek m ust not be 
allowed to do away w ith  the found­
er o f the Chinese Com m unist move­
ment ! The S ta lin is ts  m ust not bd 
allowed to sabotage h is  defense! 
L e ft Oppositionists, get on the job 
fo r  the defense' o f comrade Chen!

(Continued on Page 4)

Shanghai.— There has been no 
news o f Chen Du Siu since the re­
po rt o f his l  av ing bden .sentenced 
to 13 years im prisonm ent, beyond a 
b r ie f announcement in  the press 
tha t j ie  would appeal against the 
sentence. Ldgal processes in  China, 
being even more siow and involved 
than in  the cap ita lis t West, i t  is 
not lik e ly  tha t th is  appeal, i f  i t  
is ever hdard a t a ll, w i l l  come be­
fore the cou rt in  the near fu tu re . 
In  view  o f the a ttitu d e  taken up 
by the offic ia l Chinese Communist 
P arty  tow ard the a rrest and t r ia l 
of Chen— w hich was one of uncon­
cealed exu lta tion  —  the comrades 
abroad should do a ll possible to 
keep the m atte r before thd a tten­
tion  o f the workers. ¡Wherever 
possible, protests against the con- 
tinudd im prisonm ent o f Chen should 
be sent to the N anking government 
and published as w ide ly  as possible.

C.P. Holds Extraordinary Conference 
To Whitewash Bureaucrats' Failure

ing class by Fascism through the 
betrayal o f social democracy and 
S talin ism  has already had its  re­
percussions in  the Communist P a rty  
of the United States. The rev is ion­
is t policies o f S ta lin ism  having a l­
ready sapped the m ain v ita l i ty  o f 
the Am erican pa rty , i t  was shaken 
from  top to bottom  by th is  reper­
cussion. The S ta lin is ts  do not rea l­
ize the cause, bu t they do see the 
effects.

An acute p a rty  s itua tion  has been 
revealed. An ex trao rd ina ry  pa rty  
conference was called to cope w ith  
th is  s itua tion . The conference has 
issued an open le tte r  to the pa rty  
members.

The open le tte r is the most con­
fused, worth less piece o f trash  over 
issued by an ex trao rd ina ry  pa rty  
conference. I t  is  an attem pt to 
prevent the d is in tegra tion  se tting  
in, in  the party , a t a rap id  pace 
due to the defeat of the German 
p ro le ta ria t and the smashing of 
the Communist pa rty  in  Germany. 
I t  is an attem pt to cover up, to 
prevent a rea l analysis from  being 
made, to prevent an understanding, 
and to enable the bueraucrats to  re­
ta in  th e ir hold upon the p a rty  and 
the apparatus.

The p a rty  fa the rs  adm it tha t

aginable in  not ca rry ing  out this, 
tha t, and the other P lenum resolu­
tion . Accord ing to  th e ir own report 
they have fa iled  in  every fie ld of 
a c tiv ity . W hy has the p a rty  fa i l­
ed? “ Because we have not carried 
out the Plenum resolution.”  W hat 
m ust the pa rty  do to correct these 
errors? “ The pa rty  m ust increase 
its  a c tiv ity , m ust in te ns ify  its  w ork 
in  the shops and basic industries .”  
Such in  b r ie f is  the sum to ta l o f 
the opdn le tte r o f the Am erican 
S talin ists.

A  review  o f the p a rty  conferences 
and plenums since the S ta lin is ts  
have had power reveals a whole 
series o f admissions o f fa ilu re  and 
errors— “ because the line  was not 
ca rried  ou t” — always accompanied 
by a conclusion th a t more a c tiv ity  
is needed to overcome these short­
comings. F rom  o rd ina ry  mistakes 
they have a t last a rrived  a t ex tra ­
o rd inary  mistakes, in  the present 
open le tte r.

The p a rty  is ins truc ted  to  make 
“ a R A P ID  TU R N  to revo lu tionary 
mass w ork among the decisive sec­
tion  o f the Am erican in d u s tr ia l 
p ro le ta ria t.”  E very plenum and 
conference ordered a N E W  TURN, 
they have been constantly tu rn ing , 
but they have no t yet tu rned  the 
corner. The “ ex trao rd ina ry ”  anal­
ysis of class re la tions in  Am erica 
on the one hand in fo rm s us th a t 
there “ is a new severe a ttack of 
the bourgeoisie on the to ilin g  mass­
es,”  and on the other hand, th a t 
there is a “ serious beginning o f a 
revo lu tiona ry  upsurge o f the mass­
es.”

Evdry plenum and conference of 
the S ta lin is ts  had in form ed us th a t 
there is  a beginning or a revo lu­
tion a ry  upsurge. T h is  revo lu tion­
a ry  upsurge o f the Am erican w o rk ­
ers has confronted us in  every re­
solution fo r  the last several years 
and in  th is  same period the w o rk ­
ing  class has been driven back in  
d isorderly re trea t by the cap ita lis t 
offensive.

I f  the S ta lin is ts  were able to d is­
tingu ish  the h ind end of a class 
ba ttle  o r a revo lu tion fro m  the 
fro n t e n d ; o r  an offensive from  a 
defensive struggle, they may be 
able to  get somewhere, bu t they do 
not.

The fu r th e r d is in tegra tion  of 
S talin ism  on an in te rna tiona l scale 
a fte r the defeat o f the German 
p a rty  and on the eve o f the re­
cognition o f the Soviet Union by 
the U n ited States is  fu r th e r s h ift ­
ing  the p a rty  to the R igh t, to  op­
portunism . The re trea t from  th e ir 
u ltra -L e ft course to  the R igh t w i l l  
be cohered up w ith  empty phrases 
about revo lu tion  and- revo lu tionary 
upsurge.

The M arx ian  position o f the 
L e ft Opposition on the German 
events has gained many new re­
cru its  and many more sympathizers 
w ith in  the p a rty  and around the 
p a rty  fo r  the Communist League 
o f America. The crack in  the 
S ta lin is t apparatus is widening. The 
open le tte r o f the E x trao rd in a ry  
Conference is  an attem pt to  head 
off the revo lt against S talin ism  and 
keep i t  in  safe channels. — H . O.

A  Letter from  Fascist Germany
One could never have im agined in  

h is w ildest dreams such a trans ­
fo rm a tion  of the da ily  life  as Fasc­
ism Ipis brought about. The period 
o f tra n s itio n  in  the workers’ move­
ment is especially te rr ify in g . We 
speak of the trans ition  period u n til 
the movement has managed to r id  
its e lf  o f its  dregs, the w orst of 
w h ich  are a t present the tra ito rs . 
The police swoops down da ily  on 
the w orkers ’ quarters. One betrays 
another so as to exonerate him self. 
The Nazis penetrate everywhere.

On holidays— and there are so 
many o f them now— the workers 
hang ou t the  swastika flag. The 
C. P. G. has sim p ly disappeared. 
Sometimes dues are s t i l l  collected, 
bu t th a t is a ll. The tw o issues o f 
the Rote Faim e (S ta lin is t organ), 
according to w h ich  a ll o f Germany 
is gripped by strikes, and stands 
on the eve of the revo lution, have 
been received here. They aroused 
great resentment everywhere. Some 
p a rty  comrades who swore by the 
“ line ”  as by something ho ly  u n t il 
M arch 5, now speak o f the bureau­
crats as o f p la in  charla tans. The 
in te llig e n t w orkers are beginning 
to realize th a t we are now entering 
in to  a long and d iff ic u lt period.

O f the C. P. G. as such there is 
evdn less to be seen than o f the 
C. P. G. B u t o ften  i t  so happen« 
th a t many fo rm er adherents o f the 
S. P. G. are more u p rig h t and 
honest anti-Fascists than, fo r  in ­
stance, some o f the  C. P. unemploy­
ed. Those elements who have con­
c lus ive ly  broken w ith  the S. P. are 
very sym pathetic to  the slogan o f 
the “ new p a rty ” , since th e ir  con­
v ic tion  about the disaster o f re­
fo rm is t po licy has in  no case been

accompanied by any conviction in  
the “ correctness o f the po licy”  of 
the C. P. G.

A  few more in te resting  observa­
tions : When we s tro ll th rough the 
streets here one is s truck  by the 
fac t th a t the men wear better 
clothes than before, “ when dem­
ocracy s t i l l  existed” , as we always 
say here. T h is  is due to  the fa c t 
th a t the poor people, i. e., the 
Communists, no longer dare to 
credp out o f th e ir  holes, and when 
they do, then they pu t on th e ir  
best clothes so as not to  appear 
“ suspicious” . The coffeehouses and 
restaurants o f the c ity  are frequent­
ed on ly  by Nazis now. The w o rk ­
ers’ Inns and the Houses of the 
People are shut down. I n  the 
“ r itz y  restaurants”  the officers fre ­
quent, in  the others, the lower 
ranks. Very often someone starts 
singing the Horst-W essei song 
(N azi hym n). Then a ll those pre­
sent have to  stand up and p a r tic i­
pate.

P l a n  
t o  E n d  
R e l i e f  
i n  N . Y .

New Y ork , N. Y.— Suspension of 
a ll jobless re lie f by the c ity  ad­
m in is tra tio n  start'd  in the faces o f 
2,000,000 unemployed workers and 
th e ir  dependents th is  week. The 
question is not yet decided as we 
go to press. Only vague promises 
of aid from  the state government 
have been made'. The s itua tion  of 
the unemployed remains h ig h ly  pre­
carious and a desperate tension ex­
ists in  th t 'ir  ranks.

The suspension of re lie f came 
about as a resu lt of a financia l 
cris is due to the sabotage of Relie f 
Bond sales by the loca l bankers. 
The bonds had been issued by the 
c ity  government. The bankers are 
in ten t on cu tting  down the' c ity  bud­
get so_as to enable the adm in is tra ­
tion  to  pay them on loans due, or 
at least to force concessions p ro fit­
able fo r them (e. g. a raise' o f fares 
to bolster up the tra c tio n  interests 
they con tro l).

On Monday and Tuesday crowds 
o f workers m illed  around the re lie f 
bureaus voic ing th e ir  protests and 
demands and anxiously aw a iting  
word o f the most recent develop­
ments. On Wednesday afternoon 
delegations o f jobless appeared be­
fore a meeting of the Board o f 
E stim at at C ity  H a ll to  present 
th e ir  demands to the odm in istra- 
tion . And here, the whole sorry 
p ligh t of the organized unemployed 
movement came to the ford. The 
delegates d id  not act in  a body. 
Socialists appeared separately and 
Communists separately. No attem pt 
was even made to get a un ited de­
legation w ith  a un ited program.

The resu lt o f th is  s p lit  o f forces 
was obvious. T ilt ' Tammany fa k ­
ers n a tu ra lly  used the one against 
the other. W h ile  some tim e ago, 
on a s im ila r occasion, they allowed 
the socia list Norm an Thomas to 
speak and ejected the Communist 
delegation, they th is  tim e turned 
the tables and perm itted the Com­
m unist Robert M inor to speak, 
w liild  ejecting the socia list repre­
sentatives. The socialists are re­
ported to have protested vigorously 
against the “ un ited fro n t between 
the democrats and the Commun­
ists.”  I t  comes w ith  i l l  grace from  
them. F o r they were in  a s im ila r 
s itua tion  the' last tim e and may 
ju s t as w e ll be the next tim e. I t  
is tru e  th a t M inor d id  not protest 
against th e ir exclusion, bu t ne ither 
d id  Thomas when he* had occasion 
to. The responsib ility  fo r  sp lit in  
the ranks of the unemployed, w h ich  
is of the greatest aid to Tammany 
fakerdom, rests squarely upon the 
shoulders of both the social re­
fo rm is t as w e ll as tlhe S ta lin is t 
bureaucrats.
Minor to the Board of Estimate: 

“Now Comrades___”
I t  is  of special in te rest to rev­

o lu tiona ry  workers to observe how 
the delegate fro m  the party-con- 
tro lled  unemployed council acted. 
M ino r’s address to the Board of 
Estim ate was the purest re form ism  
and did  not breathe a breath of 
the' revo lu tiona ry  s p ir it  o f Comf- 
munism. On the contrary, i t  serves 
to breed fu rth e r dangerous illus ion  
among the broad masses as to pos­
s ib ilitie s  of permanent re lie f from  
the ir m iseries under cap ita lis t gov­
ernment. He restric ted him self a l­
most exclusively, to a statement of 
im m ediate demands, never once 
even touched upon the Communist 
class struggle position. I t  could 
not be otherwise. Under the guise 
of revo lu tiona ry  phrases, under the 
guise o f “ s trugg le against social 
Fascism” , the S ta lin is t leadership 
is m aikng a n i'w  R ig h t tu rn  whose 
opportunist trappings h it  the rev­
o lu tionary  w orker r ig h t in  the eye.

So engrossed did  M inor become 
in  his “ positive, constructive”  op­
po rtun is t program  th a t he fo rgo t a t 
one po int before whom he was pre­
senting i t  and broke ou t in to  the
appe lation: “ Now, comrades___”
am id the smiles of the' Tammany 
racketeers. He bare ly  caught h im ­
se lf in  tim e.

The whole position of the S ta lin ­
ists flows from  th e ir past line. 
T he ir re jection of the Len in is t u n i­
ted fro n t and th e ir  “ th ird  period”  
un ion iza tion program  has le ft them 
divorced from  the broad mass w ith  
an a rtif ic ia l, “ p riva te  property” — as 
to speak— mass movement on the ir 
hands. U n w illin g  to make the tu rn  
tow ard a correct un ited fro n t tac tic  
and un ion p o licy  because th a t in ­
volves th e ir  shaky bureaucrati pre­
stige, and on the other hand, a fra id  
o f losing whatever non-party forces 
they s t i l l  contro l, they m im ic the 
re form ists in  the unemployed coun­
c il headed by themselves and capi­
tu la te  to  opportunism  w ith in  th e ir 
own fo u r wa lls, so to speak. H ow  
else can a speech lik e  M ino r’s be 
explained?

In  the meantime, th is  po licy does 
serious damage to the w ork ing  
class as a whole and discredits the 
very name o f Communism. W hat 
the unemployed workers need in  

______ (Continued on Page 4)

Columbus Unemployed Confab 
Forms Dual National Organization
H O L D  A N T I - F A S C I S T  
S T R I K E  I N  T O R O N T O

More than 25,000 Toronto w o rk ­
ers staged a tw o hour general s tr ike  
against the H it le r  regime in  Ger­
many. The dem onstration w h ich  
included a m onster parade was 
carried  though in  defiance o f thd 
ban o f the reactionary Bennett gov­
ernment against a ll pub lic  m an i­
festations of the Canadian w o rk ing  
class. T h is  effective protest o f the 
Canadian workers is a most f it t in g  
rep ly not on ly to the savage m al­
trea tm ent o f the m ilita n t German 
p ro le ta ria t by the Fascist hordes—  
i t  is a proof o f thd efficacy o f the 
united fro n t, under whose auspices 
the dem onstration was held.

The Toronto branch o f the L e ft 
Opposition took a most active p a rt 
in  the preparation o f and in  thd 
dem onstration proper. I t  issued a 
special an ti-Fascis t S trike  number 
o f the organ o f the L e ft Opposition 
in  Canada, the Vanguard. T h is  is ­
sue contains an appdal to  the w o rk ­
ers o f Toronto to demonstrate 
against the persecution o f the Ger­
man workers by the Nazis and a t 
the same tim d against the tre a t­
ment accorded the Canadian w o rk ­
ers by the government. I t  con­
cludes its  appeal w ith  a rin g in g  
appeal fo r  in te rna tiona l so lida rity  
to pjosdcute the strugg le to v ic to ry  
under the banner o f Lenin and 
T ro ts k y !

The coming issues o f the M ilitant 
w i l l  contain fu lle r  and more Com­
plete rdports from  our comrades on 
the scene; on the role th a t they 
played in  the s tr ik e  dem onstration 
and o f the status o f thd Canadian 
anti-Fascis t movement to-date.

Columbus, Ohio.— Thd J u ly  4-5 
Columbus Conference ended by 
creating the N a tiona l Unemployed 
League w ith  an executive Com m it­
tee o f 22, overwhelm ingly dom in­
ated by the Musteites.

National Convention 
T ruax  opened the f irs t session as 

tem porary chairm an, g iv ing  a long 
ta lk  and la te r in troduc ing  Budenz 
who also ta lked a t great length on 
“ un ited action” , etc. When Cope 
of the Rules and Order Committde 
rejx>rted how the convention would 
be conducted and how many dele­
gates each statd would have on the 
Praesidium, several delegates who 
had been in form ed tha t they would 
only be sdated as fra te rn a l dele­
gates raised th is  question. Before 
Denni> B a tt and A. J. Muste were 
able to m a in ta in  tha t the question 
o f credentials was out o f order, 
Delegate Newby was able to po in t 
out th a t the “ C a ll”  read as fo l­
lows “ Who may come to the con­
vention? F ive delegate's from  any- 
organized group o f unemployed 
workers and farm ers.”

A fte r the la tte r  fa c t was pu t 
squarely before the delegates i t  
was la te r necessary th a t the cred­
e n t ia l  committee adm it th a t a l­
though i t  d id  not th in k  th a t dele­
gates from  organizations affilia ted  
to the Federation of Unemployed 
W orkers Leagues of Am erica should 
be seated as regular delegates, s t i l l  
the “ C a ll”  was broad enough to 
makd^ them eligible. W hether de­
legates from  F. U. W. L. A. un its 
were to be regu lar or fra te rn a l 
delegates were le ft  up to thd con­
vention. BedkeB’s question as to 
whether or not "T ru a x ’s organiza­
t io n ”  yvas affilia ted to the' F. U. W. 
L. A. was le ft unanswered w h ile

Stalinists in Bloc with Musteites at 
Columbus M e e t, Retard Progress
TH E U N ITE D  FRONT 
FROM ABOVE

The, Ju ly  4-5 Unemployment 
Leagues Columbus Conferences was 
a un ited fro n t from  above between 
the Mutseites and the S ta lin is ts . 
Weeks before the conference con­
vened the M uste ite -S ta lin is t bloc 
was form ed w ith  the ra n k  and file  
o f b jjth  organizations know ing 
no th ing about it .  The C. P. L . A. 
group ran the conference w h ile  the 
Unemployed Council representatives 
sat in  as fra te rn a l delegates w a it­
ing  fo r  the Musteites to  p ick the 
chestnuts out of the fire  of the 
Ohio conference w h ich  was red hot 
w ith  flag-waving, p a trio tic  A m eri­
cans who conducted re lig ious re­
v iva ls  in  the m orn ing before the 
conference opened.

The united fro n t from  above c a ll­
ed fo r  a state federation o f the 
Leagues and C ouncils ; the adop­
tion  o f the Unemployed Insurance 
B il l o f the S ta lin is ts ; a committee 
of fifteen from  the Leagues, Coun­
c ils  and the N a tiona l Unemployed 
F edera tion ; and a conference in  
W ashington, in  December, when 
Congress convenes, where an am­
algam ation o f the unemployed o r­
ganizations is to  take place.

TH E PO LITIC A L TENDENCIES
The Musteites objected to any 

ta lk  o f po litica l con tro l or p o lit iia l 
tendencies. However, they saw to  
i t  th a t they elected fifteen Muste- 
its  out of tw en ty-tw o on the execu­
tive  com m ittee o f the Unemployed 
Leagues. O ther p o litica l tendenc­
ies w ith in  the conference struggles 
were the R ig h t w ing  flag wavers, 
the socialists, the Lovestoneites, the 
United W orkers Party , the S ta lin ­
ists and the L e ft Opposition.
TH E  M USTEITES

The C. P. L. A. aim  to use the 
Unemployed Leagues as the foun­
dation fo r th e ir  Labor P a rty . Op­
position to  th e ir  Labor p a rty  aims 
did not come from  the S ta lin is ts  
who have form ed a un ited fro n t 
from  above w ith  (hem. Opposition 
to the C. P. L . A. by the flag-wavers 
in  the sta te  conference forced them 
to concentrate th e ir  energies to re­
ta in  p o lit ic a l contro l, and fo r  the 
tim e being open ag ita tion  fo r  the 
Labor p a rty  was pushed to the 
background.

One must recognize the mass 
unemployed movement the C. P. L. 
A. have, bu t a t the same tim e one 
m ust recognize th a t i t  is  s t i l l  a 
flag-weving, relig ious, mass mis- 
educated by Musteism. Much of 
th  unemployed Leagues’ g row th  can 
be accounted fo r by the fa c t th a t 
the c ity  and county reactionary 
forces are using the Leagues as 
buffers against tbie Unemployed 
Councils.

The Hunger M arch on Columbus, 
led_j)y the Unemployed Councils, 
was met by the police w ith  clubs 
w h ile  the Unemployed League’s 
conference in  Columbus was approv­
ed by the au thorities. The “ W ork­
ers’ P a tro l” , established by the 
Unemployed Leagues to keep order, 
armed themselves w ith  clubs. The 
Musteites cannot be accused o f 
a rm ing th is  pa tro l bu t they are 
g u ilty  o f m iseducation w h ich  led 
to  th is  end.

Steam ro lle r tactics o f the stedr- 
in g  committee o f the conference con­
tro lled  by the Musteitds equal those 
of the S ta lin is ts  in  methods of 
cu ttin g  off opposition, tram p ling  
on workers’ democracy and' gagging 
the delegates from  discussion on the 
md&t v ita l problems con fronting thd 
conference. When the Musteites 
saw tjiey  could not contro l the con­
ference 100 percent and obtain 
w hat they wanted, they referred 
every im portan t question to the in ­
coming executive where decisions 
would be rendered. A  conference 
th a t cannot decide thd v ita l ques­
tions its e lf  and refdrs such to an 
incom ing executive th a t has not yet 
been elected is in  re a lity  no con­
ference.
TH E  SOCIALISTS

The few  socialists on hand p lay­
ed a neglig ib le role in  the confer­
ence. I f  they d id  havd po licy d if ­
ferences, no one found i t  out be­
cause th e ir  steering committde 
wasted th e ir  tim e m a in ly  on sec­
ondary points of order.
TH E STALINISTS

The un ited fro n t from  above ndt- 
ted the S ta lin is ts  nothing. They 
did not obtain the committee of 
fifteen, they did  not ob tain an dn-

(Continued on Page 4)

Benjam in o f the N ationa l Commit­
tee o f file  Unemployed Councils 
made thd fo llow ing  statement in  
essence: The N ationa l Committee 
o f Unemployed Councils believes 
tha t thd delegates o f Federation 
un its should not be seated, alnd 
regards th is  convention to be a 
convention of Leagues a lo n e ...T h is  
unnecessary statement from  the 
Councils was consistent w ith  the 
M us tj-S ta lin is t bloc po licy of re­
garding the F. U. W. L. A . as an 
independent organization from  the 
Leagues and Councils dven though 
representatives of the la tte r move­
ments had partic ipated in  the crea­
tion  o f t in ' Federation less than 
two mouths ago.

B ut th is  statem ent o f the S ta lin ­
is t Council representative was out 
of line  w ith  the w ide ly  c ircu la ted 
Council resolution begging thd Col­
umbus Convention “ to re fra in  from  
setting up a new dual unemployed 
organ ization”  and also the previous 
plan o f the S ta lin is ts  to send 
Council deldgates to the Columbus 
Convention and ask th a t they he 
seated. In  fact, there were dele­
gates from  thd Councils there on 
the firs t and second day b u t they 
disappeared qu ick ly  a fte r the 
Must.e-Stalinist caucus on the n igh t 
of Ju ly  1. A t th is  caucus we know 
tha t the “ leaders”  o f the Leagues 
and (,’ouncils readied an agreement 
of which Ben jam in ’s statement was 
a pa r'

For the Councils not to t r y  to 
get regu lar vo ting  credentials 
meant th a t they no longer would 
t ry  to prevent the setting up o f a 
“ new deal unemployed organiza­
tio n ” , tha t thdy would not demand 
tha t the League affilia te  to the 
N ational Federation. F o r the N. 
C. of the Councils to say through 
Benjam in th a t i t  does not favo r the 
seating of delegates from  Federa­
tion un its  can ha rd ly  be regarded, 
as support o f the F. U. W . L. A .

And, when a few m inutes la te r 
the Musteites Budenz and Montrosd 
used th is  statement as an argument 
against the Federation u n it dele­
gate's who were asking to be seated 
w ith  vote as w e ll as voice, the 
bloc between Muste and S talin ism  
was very apparent. Furtherm ore, 
when thd Lovestoneite Conners said 
tha t he thought he should be seated 
since his organization was not yet 
a ffilia ted to the Federation he did  
not convince' anyone tha t he was 
interested a t th a t tim e in  more 
than his own po litica l fate, w h ile  
others were figh ting  fo r the seating 
of a ll delegate's from  any unem­
ployed organizations, whether a f­
filia ted  to the Federation or pa rt 
o f the Unemployed Councils.

The voting strdngth of the v a r i­
ous states was set as fo llo w s : C a lif., 
Pa., and Ohio— 10; 111.— 7; N. J., 
N. C., W. Va., and Wash.— 5; Ind ., 
Mo., M ich.,—3; Conn, and N. Y.— 1.

L a te r in  the same session I .  Am- 
ter was given the p la tfo rm  as the 
spokesman fo r  the fra td rn a l dele­
gates from  the Councils. He in tro ­
duced the fo llow ing  proposal: “ T ha t 
th is  convention sha ll take steps to­
ward the fo rm ation  of a PREPAR­
ATORY COMM ITTEE, composed o f 
repj^'sentatives o f the Unemployed 
Citizens Leagues, the Unemployed 
Councils, the national Federation 
set up in  Chicago, w ith  which the

(Continued on Page 4)

Pocketb o o k  W o rkers  S tru g g le
Ne\y Y ork, N. Y .— The gendral 

s trike  of the 4,000 pocketbook 
workers is spreading day a fte r day 
to the non-union shops. The s trike  
is an dxcellent condition. The 
s trikers  are in  a good s p ir it. I t  
proves th a t a l l the ta lk  we hear 
from  the R igh t w ing  leaders th a t 
the workers w i l l  not and cannot 
figh t due to thd fac t th a t the bosses 
starved out the workers fo r  the 
last few  years is nonsense. The 
workers have bden and are eager 
to figh t to im prove th e ir  condi­
tions. I t  is  the R ig h t w ing lead­
ersh ip who keep the workers back 
from  fig h tin g  fo r  be ttd r conditions. 
T ha t is w hy the employers took 
advantage o f the last few  years and 
brought down the conditions o f the 
workers to thd lowest level.

Th<j s trike  o f the pocketbook 
workers prove th a t in  spite o f the 
s tarva tion  and suffering the w o rk­
ers wdnt through fo r the last few 
years, they are figh ting  to get back 
some o f the conditions the R igh t 
w ing  has given to the employers 
w ith o u t a fight.

The R ig h t w ing  leaders in  the 
Pocketbook W orkers Union as w e ll 
as other R igh t w ing  leaders look 
a t the union as th e ir p riva te  pro­
perty— they have a monopoly on 
thd union. They th in k  th a t the 
union is an S. P. union, g. P. lead­
ership, and on ly S. P. speakers are 
inv ited  to address the meetings of 
the strikers. I f  the L d ft w ing  had 
been given a chance to be in  the 
leading committees o f the s trikd , i t  
would have been 100 per cent effec­
tive  today in  New Y ork  and v ic in ­
ity . Therd is chaos and inefficiency 
In  the leadership o f the strike . The

L e ft w ing  m ust demand represen­
ta tion  in  a ll leading committdes of 
the strike, otherwise there  is a 
danger, ns the s trike  goes on, tha t 
more confusion w i l l  devdlop which 
w il l  demoralize it .  More mass 
picketing and demonstrations must 
take place in order to  show the 
employers th a t not a s ingld bag 
w i l l  be made w h ile  the s tr ike  goes 
on

In  the last issue of The M ilitant 
there was rdported th a t through 
the m ilita n t struggle of the workers 
in M orris  W hite  shop in  New York, 
M r. W hite  was compelled to settle  
w ith  thd union and concede to the 
unions demand. I t  also said th a t 
the agreement has not been signed. 
Last Saturday M orris  W h ite  back­
ed out and ran  to court fo r  an in ­
junc tion  instead o f sign ing the 
agredment w ith  the union. The 
workers of the M orris  W hite  shop 
are ca rry ing  on the figh t against 
the firm  w ith  more v igor u n t il M. 
W hite  w i l l  be forced to settle w ith  
thd union and g rant the demands 
o f the workers. W hat ac tua lly  
happened w ith  the settlement o f M. 
W hite  nobody knows. One th ing  
is certa in  and our leaders should 
know tha t diplom acy and mandu- 
vering w i l l  not settle s trikes. A  
s trike  m ust be fought in  a m ilita n t 
way t i l l  the employers are forced 
to g rant the demands of thd w ork­
ers. t,We w arn  the pocketbook 
workers again to be on guard and 
see to i t  th a t s im ila r s itua tions as 
the M orris  W hite  should no t re- 
pdat themselves du ring  the strike .

POCKETBOOK WORKERS BE 
ON GUARD! — n . F. D.

The N a tiona l In d u s tr ia l Recovery 
Act, its  im m ediate and its  fu r th e r 
consequences, occupy the center of 
the Am erican stage today. W ha t 
effects does the bourgeoisie w ant 
the new po licy to have on the 
standards o f liv in g  o f the Am erican 
worker, on the re fo rm is t and on 
the revo lu tiona ry  trade unions, on 
the concentration o f capita l, on 
the re la tions between cap ita l and 
the bourgeois state apparatus? The 
new leg is la tion  reaches so deep in to  
the' inne r m achinery o f cap ita lis t 
organ ization tha t the workers must 
be on th e ir  guard from  the very 
beginning to resist the new attacks 
which the sharpening of these' new 
and ex trao rd ina ry  pow erfu l wea­
pons is preparing.

To begin w ith  a rap id  survey of 
the economic background against 
w h ich the new po licy stands out, 
we' may summarize the s itua tion  as 
fo llow s : The firs t rea lly  prolonged 
symptoms of an up tu rn  began to 
appear las t Ju ly , w ith  a speculative 
boom in  securities and in  commo­
dities, fo llo w in g  on the successful 
overcom ing o f a banking cris is  in  
the' la te  Spring. The ten ta tive  ef­
fo rts  a t spontaneous recovery re­
sulted in  re la tive ly  sm all increases 
in  production and trade in  the sec­
ond h a lf o f 1932, w h ich  fa iled  to 
hold, bu t d id  not re'turn to the low ­
est levels reached ea rlie r in  the 
year. B y  the f irs t  quarte r o f th is  
year, some signs of a renewal of 
th  tendency tow ard  im provem ent 
were again perceptible, bu t were 
cu t across by the banking cris is  
w h ich  developed in  the second h a lf 
o f February and culm inated in  a 
nation-w ide closing o f banks from  
M arch 4 to M arch ID. W ith in  a 
few  weeks a fte r the banks had bd- 
gan to reopen, the' tendencies to ­
ward recovery again m anifested 
themselves. F rom  M ay on, how­
ever, they were po w e rfu lly  acceler­
ated by the increasing evidence 
th a t the government was prepared 
to make large concessions to those 
sections o f the bourgeoisie and of 
the pe tty  bourgeoisie w h ich were 
demanding in fla tio n  (farm ers, ex­
po rt trade, certa in  sections of in ­
dustry , etc.) The biggest conces­
sion actua lly  made was the embargo 
on gold shipments, w h ich tore the 
do lla r away from  its  anchorage to 
a gold base, and opened the door 
to speculation in  the fo re ign ex­
changes. A long w ith  th is  came the- 
provis ion th a t banks could no t pay 
out gold against paper money, 
w h ich  was generally taken as a 
preparation fo r  in fla tion .

A n enormous wave o f specula­
tion , both in  the m arkets and in  
actua l production, was thus added 
on top of the “ n a tu ra l”  or spon­
taneous forces w ith in  c a p ita lis tic  
economy m aking fo r  an up tu rn . 
To give one instance, steel produc­
tion , w h ich  had dropped to 11 per­
cent o f capacity, picked up by leaps 
bounds to 54 percent, the highest 
figure in  more than tw o years. 
R a ilroad car loadings, w h ich  in d i­
cate the physica l movement and 
consequently the production of 
commodities, increased over 50 per­
cent in  a period o f three months. 
E le c tric  power production, wh ich 
had been 10 percent below 1932 fig ­
ures in  the ea rly  weeks of the year,
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The Bulletin of the Russian 
L .O . Needs Your A id

Letter from Party 
Member Exposes 

Bureaucracy

Lessons of the Leninist U nited Front TacticPerspectives for American 
Class Struggles

N. Y. Doll Workers W in  
Demands in Strike

W h a t Stalinism Said about Democracy 
and Fascism

Leninism versus Stalinism
F O R E W O R D

v ic to ry  of German Fascism closes a d is tin c t epoch of 
p o lit ic a l h is to ry  and opens a new one. In  the  course of the past 
year the S ta lin is t bureaucracy did a l l th a t was possible w ith o u t 
it ,  to render the Fascist v ic to ry  easier. Addressing its e lf  to the 
p ro le ta ria t o f the world , the L e ft Opposition (Bolshevik-Lenin- 
ls ts ) c ritic ized  Im placably the police's o f the S ta lin is t bureau­
cracy and gave its  answers to a l l problems as they were nosed 
by events.

A t present no pro le ta rian  revo lu tiona ry  can close his eyes 
to the con flic t between the two factions rag ing w ith in  the camp 
o f Communism. Comrade Oscar F ischer has perform ed an im por­
ta n t and in s tru c tive  task by collecting and class ify ing according 
to subject the clearest and most inclusive statements tha t were 
given in  answer to theoretic and p ractica l questions, on the one 
hand by the S ta lin is t bureaucracy, and on the other by the L e ft 
Opposition (Bolshevik-Lenin ists) • I  hope tha t th is  ra re  collec­
tion  o f c ita tions w i l l  soon find its  way to every th in k in g  w o rk­
er. There w i l l  be no advance unless we learn by the trag ic  
m i/takes and defeats of the past. __l . TR O TSKY

W h at the Left Opposition Said about 
Democracy and Fascism

(Continued from  la s t issue)
I t  is  a fundam nta l teaching o f 

M arx ism  th a t capitalism , once out 
Of its  swaddling clothes, extends 
the scale of production a t the same 
tim e as i t  constricts the availab le  
m arket. As cap ita l accumulates, 
an ever la rge r share of its  to ta l is  
expended on the means o f produc-j 
t ion  in  proportion  to th a t expanded 
fo r  labo r power. Com petition be-! 
tween various cap ita lis tic  un its  com- j 
pels the production of commodities ■ 
a t a low er cost, th a t is, w ith  each 
com m odity conta in ing a sm aller 
am ount or necessary labor pow er.1 
In  an e ffo rt to do th is, more and 
more cap ita l is  expended fo r  labor- 
saving m achinery w ith  the resu lt 
tn a t unemployment grows, a t f irs t  
re la tive ly , and a lte r, absolutely, as 
we ll. ,

For example, the Hoover com m it­
tee report, "necuuL Economic 
Changes te lls  us th a t the number j 
of workers employed in  the m a jo r 
branches o f in dus try  (ag ricu ltu re , 
m anufacturing , m in ing  and r a i i - , 
ways) in  the C. 8. fe n  from  25,163- 
000 in  1918-20 to 23,426,000 in  1024- ’ 
20. A t  the same tune, production 
was increased 18 percent— an in ­
crease of 27 percent per worker, in  
m anufactu ring  alone the number 
o f workers te ll fro m  10,780,000 to 
0,810,000 and production was in ­
creased 22.0 percent— an increase 
o f 34.5 percent per w orker. Be­
tween 1023-29, according to Lew is 
Corey, w h ile  production was in ­
creasing, unemployment was also 
increasing by about 1-2 m illio ns  
yearly, due to  the displacement of 
workers by m achinery and o therj 
technolog ical causes.

On one hand, th is  process causes 
the  ra te  of p ro fit to fa ll,  thereby 
com pelling the cap ita lis ts  .to seek to 
increase the mass o f p ro fit by ex­
tending the scale o f operation a n d ’ 
also to  seek to increase the ra te  
o f exp lo ita tion  o r production of 
surplus value per w orker by means 
of wage-cuts, speed-up, etc., and o n 1 
the other hand, i t  reduces the num-! 
ber o f effective consumers and the I 
ex tent of in d iv id u a l consumption.! 
I t  sets in  m otion a con trad ic tion  
cap ita lism  can never perm anently 
solve.

Add to  th is  the fac ts  th a t capi­
ta lism  has already developed its  
productive forces beyond the effec­
tiv e  capacity of the w o rld  m arket, 
th a t its  na tiona l aspects, th a t is, 
its  contradictions, com petition be­
tween its  various un its, etc., are 
in te rna tiona l in  scope, th a t capi­
ta lism  is  in  the fo u rth  year of a 
v io len t process w h ich  attem pts to 
re-establish tem porarily  its  lost 
equ ilib rium , th a t there has been a 
general na rrow ing  of m arkets due 
to  unemployment, lowered liv in g  
standards and the development in  
m any fo rm erly  backward countries 
o f na tive  in d u s tr ia l workers, and 
you have a rough p ic tu re  o f the 
w o rld  s itua tion  today.

The U n ited  States, as a national 
u n it of w o rld  capita lism , is com­
pelled to find  ad d itiona l fo re ign 
m arkets. T ha t i t  w i l l  succeed in  
th is  there is- l i t t le  doubt. I t  is  in  
the position  o f a h ig h ly  effic ient 
m anufactu ring  p la n t competing 
w ith  a less advanced one. I ts  su­
pe rio r technique and greater re­
sources, as w e ll as the burden im ­
posed on its  fo re ign  com petitors by 
means o f w a r debts and loans, g ive 
i t  an advantage th a t cannot be 
overcome.

However, as the U n ited States 
expands i t  w i l l  do so a t the ex­
pense o f other exporting  powers, 
p r im a rily  England, thereby he ight­
ening th e ir  in te rna l con trad ic tion  
and d riv in g  th e ir  workers ever 
closer to revo lu tiona ry  action. A t  
the same tim e, the prerequisites 
fo r  such expansion include a low ­
e ring  of the standard o f liv in g  of 
Am erican workers by a l l  the means 
a t the cap ita lis ts ’ disposal as w e ll as 
a tigh ten ing  o f the noose o f ce n tra li­
zation around the necks o f weaker 
ca p ita lis t enterprises to the po in t 
where ever la rge r numbers of them 
are driven  ou t of existence, thereby 
hastening the already rap id  and ex­
tensive m nopolization o f Am erican 
indus try .

B y the very process of a ttem pting 
to escape the effects o f its  con tra ­
dictions Am erica w i l l  we ld its  
workers in to  a class-conscious mass. 
A s wages continue to fa l l  and un­
employment to rise, the p re tty  fab le 
of A jnerican class co llabora tion  
w i l l  disappear in  favo r o f a g row th  
o f labor m ilitancy .

In  th is  connection i t  is w e ll to 
remember th a t the use o f m ilita n t 
action  is no t a lien to Am erican 
shores. Am erica is not devoid of 
revo lu tiona ry  trad itions . I t  has 
had many a storm y outburst in  the 
past and the p o lit ic a l lag o f the 
Am erican workers behind th e ir  E u r­
opean. brothers can best be ex­
plained no t by reference to some­
th in g  inhe ren tly  consrvative in  the ir 
na tu re  b u t ra th e r by the absence of 
m a te ria l conditions necessary to 
give th e ir  philosophy its  proper so­
c ia l d irection.

In  conclusion, however, i t  m ight 
be w e ll to po in t out th a t cap ita lism  
w i l l  never collapse o f its  own ac­
cord. As Len in  once said ‘there is 
no s itua tion  from  which there is 
absolutely no way ou t fo r  the bour­
geoisie.”  W hile  the shocks o f eco­
nomic crises open wide cracks in 
the s tru c tu re  o f capitalism , to bring 
about its  collapse more than an eco­
nom ic c ris is  is needed. The w o rk ­
ers’ w i l l  to  revo lu tion  m ust rise to 
the  p o in t where i t  is  strong enough

to establish the d ic ta to rsh ip  o f the 
p ro le ta ria t in  con trad is tinc tion  to 
the present more o r less concealed 
d ic ta to rsh ip  of the bourgeoisie. A  
section o f the w ork ing  class known 
as ‘‘the vanguard”  m ust have suffi­
c ien t strength, both num erica lly  
and ideologicaly, to  lead the rev- 
lu tio n a ry  p ro le ta r ia t onto the broad 
h ighw ay outlined by M arx  and 
Lenin. And, in  the op in ion o f the 
w r ite r , i t  is precisely th is  po in t 
w h ich  constitutes the fundam ental 
task o f the Am erican revo lu tiona ry  
parties today. I t  is  one of bu ild ing  
the “ vanguard” , o f d raw ing  in to  a 
state of revo lu tiona ry  consciousness 
a la rge r number o f Am erican w o rk ­
ers, of educating them in  the s tra ­
tegy and tactics o f the coming 
struggle. Tom orrow the na ture o f 
our tasks may change. B ut, u n t il 
th a t happens, they must he con­
sidered in  th e ir proper chrono­
logica l order.

— SIMMONS.

A  H a lf  Year sub to  the M ilita n t 
is  $1. On a  Club P lan w ith  three 
others i t  is on ly  50 cents.

(Continued fro m  la s t issue) 
A G A IN S T  U N IT E D  FR O N T 
FRO M  ABO VE

An opportun is t devia tion wh ich 
is sure to  land the revo lu tion is t in  
the swamp is the un ited  fro n t from  
above. When the leadership o f an 
organization comes together and de­
l-ides over the heads o f th e ir  mem­
bership or w ith o u t the pa rtic ip a ­
tion  o f the membership, except by 
bureaucratic decree, w ha t to un ite  
on and how to  un ite  you can be 
assured th a t w rong s ta rt w i l l  not 
b ring  the desired results.

The un ited  fro n t between leaders, 
the un ited fro n t from  above, is a 
denia l and v io la tion  o f the united 
fro n t o f the w ork ing  class. The 
united fro n t of the leaders guaran­
tees in  advance the v ic to ry  of the 
R ig h t w ing, the opportunists, and 
the labor fakers over the L e ft 
w ing, the revo lu tionists, in  the 
united action.
A G A IN S T  T H E  U N IT E D  
FRO NT FRO M  BELOW

The S ta lin is t “ T h ird  Period”  un i­
ted fro n t from  below is the most 
ha rm fu l ca rica tu re  and denia l of 
the un ited fro n t possible. I f  an 
organization desires a un ited fro n t 
on some concrete issues and pro­
ceeds to send the ca ll to a ll o r­
ganizations i t  is  sure i t  can con­
tro l, m echanically o r ideologically, 
but refuses to send the ca ll to 
other organizations o f the  w ork ing  
class, because the leaders, o f the 
o ther organizations are fakers, be­
cause o f fear o f losing contro l— and 
instead in v ite  the rank and file  
alone to unite, over the heads of 
th e ir own leadership, the results 
w i l l  be a lasting  service rendered 
to the misleaders and the fakers 
and a set-hack fo r  those who carry  
on the un ited  fro n t fro m  below.

I t  would be excellent i f  the task 
o f w inn ing  m isled workers were 
so simple. I f  the un ited fro n t from  
below were a short-cut to w inn ing  
the rank and file  from  the mislead- 
ers, our task would already be an 
accomplished fac t. T h is  would im ­
p ly  a rap id  transfo rm a tion  o f a 
m isled rank and file in to  an edu­
cated rank and file  wh ich has 
shaken off its  m isleaders and th e ir 
petty bourgeois ideology. The edu­
cation of m isled ran k  and file  w o rk ­
ers is not so simple th a t i t  can be 
accomplished by te llin g  them to 
un ite w ith  us over the heads of 
th e ir  leaders. The un ited fro n t 
B E T W E E N  O R G AN IZATIO N S, 
w lierd the leadership and the pol­
icies o f the organizations can be 
pu t to a test, to enable the rank 
and file  to see leaders and pro­
grams in  action— th a t is the  way 
to Educate and w in  the ran k  and 
file.

W orkers belonging to organiza­
tions have fa ith  in  th e ir organiza­
tions and often, th e ir  leaders. They 
are placed in  a position where the'y 
must func tion  TH R O U G H  T H E  
O R G A N IZA T IO N  i f  they desire to 
continue as members because of 
fa ith , convictions, (no m atte r how 
fa lse ), o r job  contro l. B y  asking 
these workers to un ite  w ith  us over 
the heads of the leaders and the 
organization th rough  the un ited 
fro n t fro m  below, we are te llin g  
these w o rk i'rs  to break w ith  th e ir  
organization on the one hand, and 
g iv ing  the m isleaders an excuse 
fo r sabotaging united action, on 
the other hand. The un ited fro n t 
fro m  below strengthens ra th e r than

weakens the misleaders o f the other 
organizations. When we invite ' the 
whole organ ization and the L e ft 
w ing  responds and the R igh t w ing  
leaders decline, i t  is fa r  more d if ­
f ic u lt fo r  the R igh t w ing  leaders 
to  figh t the un ited fro n t than i t  
is when they have a chance to 
figh t un ited action through the ex­
cuse o f the “ un ited fro n t from  be-

I t  is tim e th a t Communists should 
openly state th e ir views and aims. 
The' tactics o f the offic ia l Commun­
is t p a rty  con trad ic t the fundam ent­
a l aspects o f M arxism  w hich are 
so essential fo r the strengthening 
of the party .

The' tactics and strategy o f S ta l­
in ism  flow not from  contemporary 
requirements bu t from  complex 
system o f bureaucracy w h ich  bases 
its e lf on an erroneous foundation. 
The bureaucracy has advdnturistic- 
a lly  anticipated the successful 
bu ild ing  o f an isolated socia list 
society in  the U. S. S. R. T h is  in  
tu rn  has created a dogma of action 
which, stands in  fundam ental con­
trad is tinc tio n  to Len in ’s teachings.

I  have recent/ly been adm itted 
in to  the' C. P. where I  have come 
upon such s itua tions 'tha t have 
dumbfounded me and proved the 
impotence o f my pa rty  which is a l­
legedly the leader of the w o rk ing  
class in  its  struggle' fo r  emancipa­
tion. P rio r to my adm ittance I  ex­
pounded some revo lu tiona ry  con­
cepts tha t coincided w ith  those o f 
the L. O. I  was im m ediate ly brand­
ed a “ T ro tsky ite ” . T h is  caused a 
delay to my entrance in to  the party . 
O nly when i t  appeared th a t I  was 
converted was I  given my member­
ship book.

The bureaurats refuse to polem­
ize against “ T ro tsky ism ”  in  an ob­
jective way bu t im m ediate ly de­
nounce' i t  to A ll new members as 
a counter-revolutionary tendency

From  these observations I  have 
learned th a t the road fo r success 
fo r  an opportun ist o r a careerist in  
the pa rty— as a m atter o f fact, 
the in te rna l regime tends to create 
tlu'se destructive characteristics in 
a l l members above the average in ­
telligence— lies in  the degree* of 
the verbal denunciation o f “ T ro t­
skyism.”

I  w i l l  do a ll in  my power to force 
the C. P. back to the' correct policy 
of the w orld  revo lu tion. I  consider 
m yself a pa rt o f the L e ft Opposi­
tion  and w il l  figh t fo r  its  re in te ­
gra tion  in to  the C. P. where i t  
r ig h tfu lly  belongs.

I  fiym ly believe th a t the theories 
and practises of the Left Opposi­
tion  w il l  make th e ir way in to  the 
p a rty  because they are endowed 
w ith  the power o f M arxism .

A lthough I  am unemployed a t 
the present tim e, ju s t as soon as 
I  lay  my hands on a do lla r b i l l  
I  w i l l  become a regu lar subscriber 
of the M ilita n t w h ich is the only 
revo lu tionary organ th a t gives its  
readers a rea lis tic  version o f h is­
to r ic  facts and a corresponding rev­

o lu tiona ry  diagnosis. — E. R.

The D o ll and Toy W orkers (L a f­
ayette S t.) won th e ir  s tr ike  a t 
the Rosenberg D o ll Shop, 48 W est 
25th St. one o f the biggest shops 
in  the' industry .

Recognition of the union, and the 
shop com m ittee; h ir in g  and fir in g  

! in  contro l o f the u n io n : and in ­
creases in  wage scales even fb r  

I the g ir ls  who scabbed and tr ie d  to 
ca ll the police, were, gained by the 
m ilita n t do ll workers a fte r two 
weeks o f p icketing.

, T h is  v ic to ry  in  the f irs t  s trike  
o f the' season has set the workers 
in action, and preparations fo r  
s tr ik in g  another of the big shops is 

' under way. On th is  may hang the 
l fa te  of the negotiations to be car- 
j ried on between the workers o f the 
I Ind us try  and the bosses, under the 
I provisions of the In d u s tr ia l Re­
covery Act.

Last Saturday tlm  A . F. L . un ion 
of F a ru lla  and Joseph Cannon, 
who were defeated in  the elections 
of officers in  the union last year, 
and who thereupon opened up th e ir 
own l i t t le  priva te  office, ca lk 'd  a 
mass meeting o f the D o ll workers, 
because, to use th e ir  own words, 
“ They did  not w ant to go to  W ash­
ington w ith o u t any workers to  re­
present.”  About tw en ty  workers 
and three thugs showed up.

The D o ll and Toy W ork i'rs  Union 
is ca lling  a mass meeting Saturday, 
Ju ly  lo th  a t Stuyvesant Casino.

*  *  *  *

In  the struggle of the workers of 
Rosenberg D o ll Co., as in  the pre­
pa ra to ry  w ork  o f the u n io n ; in  the 
p r in tin g  and d is tr ib u tio n  o f lea f­
lets, in  p icket line  duty, in  w ork  
in  the office; the Spartacus Youth 
Club, re la tive ly  sm all, played a 
more active and prom inent role* 
than the Young Communist League, 
fo r a ll its  vaunted ‘a c tiv ity ’ .

— A. R.

low ” — over the heads of the leaders 
and the organizations.
T H E  R E L A T IO N  OF T H E  
U N IT E D  FR O N T FRO M  ABO VE 
A N D  B E LO W

The un ited fro n t w ith  leaders 
and the' un ited fro n t from  below 
are both wrong. A  un ited fro n t 
must be B E T W E E N  O RG ANIZA­
T IO N S  o f the w ork ing class (o r 
the w o rk ing  class (o r between po l­
it ic a l tendencies, groups and fac­
tions, etc.) You do not appeal 
O R G A N IZ A T IO N A LLY  “ from  be­
low ” . You bring  PRESSURE on 
the organ ization from  below. You 
w in  the rank and file  from  below 
to force the O R G A N IZA T IO N  in to  
the un ited fro n t. Have the other 
organizations e l e c t  delegates 
through th e ir  organ izationa l chan­
nels to the un ited fro n t regardless 
o f who are selected as the dele­
gates. You t r y  to obtain L e ft w ing 
delegates bu t you take w hat you 
get— what they elect. I f  the o r­
ganizations, send misleaders and 
betrayers they must be seated in  
the qn ited fro n t representing th e ir 
respective organization.

The dialectics o f the un ited fro n t 
between organizations is to w in  the 
rank and file  (be low) and expose 
the leadership in  action (above). 
T h is  concept o f below and above 
has noth ing in  common w ith  “ u n i­
ted fron ts ”  pu t fo rw a rd  under 
those labels.
U N IT E D  FRO NTS A N D  
IN D IV ID U A L S

The un ited fro n t is not a tac tic  
to corra l a group of prom inent in ­
d ividuals, libera ls , and artis ts , who 
do not represent organizations or 
po litica l tendencies.

A  un ited fro n t must have its  
foundation in  W O R K IN G  CLASS 
O R G A N IZA TIO N S . Such a un ited 
fro n t can use as an a u x ilia ry  a few  
prom inent ind iv idua ls  and friends 
o f labor. They must p lay a subor­
dinated ro le and in  no case should 
they be given the leadership o f the 
movement.
“ G U A R A N TE E ”  L E A D E R S H IP  
OF T H E  U N IT E D  FRO NT

“ Join the un ited fro n t against 
the* cap ita lis t class under the lead­
ership o f the Communists”  (the 
S ta lin is t fo rm u la )— is the best way 
to fo rm u la te  w hat is not a united 
fro n t. We Communists hope to w in  
ideological Control and leadership 
through our superior program , but 
no one, not even those who have 
the prestige o f the October revo lu­
tion, can mechanically ob tain lead­
ersh ip  o f the movement in  advance. 
United fron ts  are not called under 
our leadership, o r any other lead­
ership.

I t  is  w rong fo r  one organization 
o r p o lit ic a l cu rre n t to set up the 
provisional com m ittee and adopt a 
d ra ft  program  and ca ll the other 
organizations to the' un ited  fro n t. 
There are certa in  exceptions where 
emergency demands speed, bu t 
those who take the in it ia t iv e  m ust 
see to i t  th a t the program  and 
leadership is k 'f t  open to he de­
cided a t the conference, where a ll 
w o rk ing  class organizations have 
delegates, eve'n though the condi­
tions force the in it ia t iv e  upon one 
p o lit ic a l current. In  fact, one p o li­
tica l cu rre n t w i l l  always take the 
in it ia tiv e , but th is  has nothing in  
common w ith  the S ta lin is ts , who 
in te rp re t th is  to mean, “ under our 
leadership” .

(To Be Continued)
HUGO O E H LE R

B U L L E T IN  OF T H E  O PPO SITIO N 
(B O L S H E V IK S -L E N IN IS T S )

To Readers Who A re  Adherents and
to  readers who a re  sym pathizers!
The profound crisis through which 

the Soviet Union has been passing 
fo r  the la s t few  years has reached 
the decisive stage. The Soviet U n­
ion is in  danger. S ta lin ism  is lead­
ing i£ ' to ru in  w ith  seven league 
boots. Under these conditions the 
struggle o f the Russian L e ft Op­
position assumes tremendous h is­
to rica l significance'. The B u lle tin  
serves as one of the most im portan t 
weapons o f th is  struggle fo r  the 
saving of the October Revolution. 
Even though i t  penetrates in to  the 
U. S. S. I t.  in  an ins ign ifican t quan­
t ity  of copies, i t  nevertheless plays 
a big role in  its  life , in  the fo rm a­
tion  o f genuine revo lu tiona ry  ca­
dres. The ideas of the B u lle tin  
pass from  mouth to mouth. Our 
task lies in  strengthening th is  ro le ; 
in  achieving a la rge r c ircu la tio n  of 
the B u lle tin  in  U. S. S. R . ; in  suc­
ceeding in  publish ing i t  each month 
regu larly .

F o r th is  we require the he lp  of 
readt'rs and friends, p r im a rily  fin ­
ancia l help. The B u lle tin  is  fo rc ­
ed to contend w ith  unheard-of d if-

Spartacus Youth Club 
in O ver-N ight Hike

The Spartacus Youth Club in ­
vites a l l friends, sym pathizers and 
young workers to  meet a t 126 East 
16th St., on Saturday, J u ly  15th, 
12 noon. We leave p rom ptly  on 
our overnight hike.

Be prepared fo r  a slice of genu-’ 
ine outdoor life , and b ring  flash­
ligh ts , blankets, cooking utensils, 
et al.

We re tu rn  Sunday evening to  the 
headquarters fo r a social. Music, 
Songs, Dancing. A ll very in fo rm a l 
a ll very free.

E very Wednesday evening the 
Spartacus Youth Club holds a mass 
open a ir  meeting a t the corner o f 
7th St., and 2nd Avi'. Members and 
sympathizers, take note.

Acuities. I t  is forb idden not only 
by S ta lin  but also by H it le r  and 
M u sso lin i; i t  is  fa c tu a lly  forbidden 
in  Roumania, Jugoslavia, Poland, 
L ithuan ia , La tav ia  and a few other 
countries. The en try  and c ircu la ­
tion  o f the B u lle tin  in to  these 
countries is tied  up w ith  g reat d i f ­
ficu lties and expense. S ta lin , on 
his part, resorts to most ferocious 
measures to close up the roads fo r 
the B u lle tin  in to  U. S. S. R. The 
B u lle tin  is forced to  seek fo r  new 
ways. We are issuing a special 
ed ition of the B u lle tin  fo r USSR, 
the sm all size and bu lk  o f w h ich  
fac ilita tes  its  en try  in to  the Soviet 
Union. (Upon request, we w i l l  fo r ­
ward coiiies of th is  ed ition to our 
friends and readers). Th is ed ition 
as w e ll as the c ircu la rs  we issue 
require new resources. These we 
lack. Generally there obtains 
among a few readers of the B u lle tin  
an incorrect conception regarding 
the financia l security of our publica­
tion. A t no tim e was th is  evt'n in  
prospect. T h is  issue o f every num ­
ber is tied  up w ith  immense efforts 
and difficu lties. B u t never before 
has the B u lle tin  been in  so onerous 
a m ate ria l condition as i t  is  a t the 
present time. The pub lica tion  o f 
the B u lle tin  its e lf  is being th re a t­
en . And in the meantime, the 
s itua tion  dictates the trans ition  o f 
the B u lle tin  to a m onth ly schedule, 
to appear rt'g u la r ly  on specified 
dates. The editors o f the B u lle tin  
have set themselves the pressing 
task of achieving th is . Th is task 
as w e ll as the guaranteeing o f thfe 
existence o f the B u lle tin  in  general, 
cannot be perform ed w ith o u t the 
decisive and system atic help o f 
friends and readers. In  the past 
th is  help was fa r  from  sufficient. 
W ithou t th is  help i t  w i l l  be impos­
sib le to speed m atters ahead. We 
appeal fo r  decisive help and we are 
firm ly  banking upon it .

We are in  need of financ ia l he lp ; 
o f im m ediate and regular con tribu­
tions. W e are in  need o f new sub­
scribers. A ll our friends and 
readers can and m ust find new sub­
scribers. We are ready to fo rw a rd  
free o f charge “ sample”  copies o f 
the B u lle tin  to addresses sent us 
by our readers.

We must succeed in  having a ll 
subscribers pay fo r th e ir  subscrip­
tions .regularly and prom ptly.

We m ust have addresses o f book 
stores, selling Russian lite ra tu re  
and papers and w hich would agree 
to stock B u lle tins  on commission 
basis ( fo r  sale).

We need assistance in  the m atter 
of popu lariz ing  the B u lle tin ; there 
should not be a single c ity  in  which 
our adherents live  and in  w h ich  the 
existence of the B u lle tin  is not 
w ide ly  known, and in  w h ich  i t  is 
not on sale.

Every reader who is an adherent 
m ust take stock of a ll h is resources 
and connections in  order to help 
the B u lle tin .. .W e aw a it the re ­
sponse! w e  aw a it financ ia l assist- 
ance!

Address a l l le tte rs  and money 
rem ittances to “ The B u lle tin  Fund”  
J. Meichler, 2 bis rue Etienne 
Marey, Paris ( X X ) .

A n account o f the sums received 
w ill be published regu la rly  in  the 
B u lle tin .

E d ito rs  of the B u lle tin  o f 
........................ the Opposition— Paris.

S ta lin ism  did  not recognize as 
its  task, to arouse the w o rk ing  
class against the threatening dan­
ger of Fascism. On the contrary, 
the S ta lin is ts  took pains to “ de­
m onstrate”  anew day in  day out, j 
tha t “ between democracy and 
Fascism there is no basic d iffe r­
ence.”  Noth ing was more q u a li­
fied to make' the workers under­
estimate the danger o f Fascism 
than th is  d istorted fo rm u la  of 
S talin ism .

*  *  «  *

They in  our ranks who erroneous­
ly  act along the line  o f a be lie f in  
the existence of a basic contradic­
tion  between bourgeois democracy 
and Fascism, between the social 
democracy and. H it le r ’s pa rty , are 
ha rm fu l and fa ta l to the Commun­
is t movement. Indeed, th is  Is our 
ch ie f danger.

(M an ilsky, Report, X I  Plenum 
o f the E. C. C. I., A p r i l 1931, Kont- 
munistische In te rna tiona le , No. 16,
A p r il 1931, page 703.)

F rom  th is  we d raw  the f irs t con­
clusion— tha t on ly a bourgeois l ib ­
era l can construe a counter-d istinc­
tion  between bourgeois democracy 
and a Fascist regime, and can as­
sume th a t we are dealing here w ith  
two basica lly  d iffe rent po litica l 
fo rm s .. . .

(M anuilsky, Report, X I  Plenum 
of the E. C. C. I., Kom m unistische 
In ternationa le , N.o 16, A p r i l 1931, 
page 703.)

The fac t th a t the bourgeoisie is 
obliged to suppress the workers’ 
movement by means o f Fascist 
methods does not mean th a t the 
upper classds no longer ru le  as be­
fore. Fascism is not a new k ind  
of governm ental method to be dis­
tinguished from  the system o f the 
d ic ta torsh ip  o f the bourgeoisie. He 
who th inks  so is a libe ra l.

(M anu ilsky Report, X I  Plenum, 
A p r il 1931, kom m . In te rn a l. No. 17- 
18, M ay 1931, page 773.)

The Fascist d ic ta to rsh ip  offers 
no basic d is tinc tion  fro m  bourgeois 
democracy, through w h ich  also the 
d ic ta torsh ip  of finance cap ita l is 
carried  out.

(Resolution o f the C. C. o f the

C. P. G. on the decisions o f the X I  
Plenum o f the E. C. C. I., May 
1931.)

The Le ipzig  p a rty  convention 
confirmed fu lly  the correctness o f j 
the reso lu tion of the I X  (? ) Plenum 
o f the E. C. C. I., wh ich declared 
th a t in  ou r parties the counter-pos­
ing o f Fascism and bourgeois dem­
ocracy is a lib e ra l in te rp re ta tion .

(M artynov,, Komm. In te rn a t. May 
1931, No. 2, page 895.)

B u t even worse is  the fac t th a t 
in  spite o f the conclusions o f the X I  
Plenum, in  spite o f the m asterly 
c la rifica tion  of the problem as pre­
sented in  the fina l words of com­
rade M anuilsky, there have ap­
peared in  our ranks tendencies to ­
wards a lib e ra l counter-d is tinction 
o f Fascism and bourgeois dem­
ocracy, o f the H it le r  p a rty  and so­
c ia l Fascism.

(Thaielmann, “ Some M istakes in  
O ur Theoretic and P rac tica l W ork” , 
D ie In ternationa le , November-Dee- 
ember, 1931, page 487.)

Germany demonstrates . . . .  tha t 
the trans ition  o f democracy to 
Fascism is an organic process, 
w h ich  does not have to take on 
the fo rm  of unusual and explosive 
occurrences bu t can be accomplish­
ed gradua lly  and in  a “ bloodless”  
way.

(W erner H irsch, “ Fascism and 
the H it le r  P a rty ” , D ie  In te rn a tion ­
ale, January 1932, page 28.)

The objective s itua tion  in  Ger­
many is a s tr ik in g  and incontrover- 
t ib ly  practica l argum ent against 
the lib e ra l counter-d istinction be­
tween Fascism and democracy, So­
c ia l Fascism and H it le r  Fascism.—  
B y no means a t a ll, therefore, is 
i t  the task o f Communists to search 
w ith  extra-strong spectacles fb r  
any possible differences between 
democracy and Fascism.

W erner H irsch, D ie  In te rn a tio n ­
ale, January 1932, page 31.)

On the other hand, as the N a­
tion a l Socialist movement swells 
out, the H it le r  party , too, offers 
stronger support fo r  the bourge­
oisie, T h is  process w i l l  soon—a t 
the la tdst in  Connection w ith  the 

. Prussian elections— place again on

the order o f the day the question 
of the open p a rtic ip a tion  o f the 
Nazis in  the government. Through 
this, the role of the socialist party 
of Germany w ill hi no wise be 
weakened.

(Thaelmann, “ Some M istakes in  
Our Theoretic and P rac tica l W ork” , 
Die Internationale, Novembdr-Dec- 
ember, 1931, page 485.)

W H A T  STAN D  D ID  T H E  
L E F T  O PPO SITIO N T A K E ?

Fascism makes its  appearance as 
the second representative agent o f 
the bourgeoisie. L ike  the social 
democracy, bu t to a greater degree*. 
Fascism possesses its  special army, 
its  p a rtic u la r in terests and its  own 
log ic  as a movement. We know 
tha t in  order to save' and stabilize

m unist In te rn a tion a l and the G er-f 
man S itua tion ” , September 1930, 
page 13.)

The X I  Plenum o f the E. C. C. 1 .1 
came' to the decision th a t i t  was 
im perative to  p u t an end to  those 
erroneous views w hich o rig ina te  in  
“ the lib e ra l in te rp re ta tion  of the 
contradictions between Fascism and 
bourgeois democracy, as w e ll as 
between the pa rliam enta ry  form s 
of .bourgeois d ic ta to rsh ip  and the
o u trig h t fo rm s ___”  The gist o f
th is  S ta lin is t philosophy is quite 
p la in : F rom  the M arx is t denia l o f 
the absolute contrad iction, i t  de­
duces the to ta l negation of any con­
trad ic tion  a t a ll, even of a re la ­
tiv e  con trad ic tion . T h is  e rro r is 
typ ica l of vu lga r rad ica lism .— W hat 
Next, page 28.)

A  con trad ic tion  does ex is t between 
democracy and Fascism. I t  is  not 
a t a ll “ absolute”  or, putjting -it 
in  the language o f M arxism , i t  does 
not a t a ll denote the ru le  of two 
irreconcilab le  classes. B u t i t  does 
denote d iffe ren t systems of the dom­
ina tion  o f one and the same class. 
—’(Page 29.)

The statement th a t the trans ition  
from  democracy to Fascism may 
take on an “ organic”  and a “ grad­
ua l”  character can mean one th ing  
and one th in g  on ly and th a t i s : 
w ith o u t any fuss w ith o u t a fight, 
the p ro le ta ria t may be deprived not 
on ly o f its  m a te ria l conquests— not 
on ly o f its  given standard of liv ing , 
of its  social leg is la tion, o f its  c iv il 
and po litica l r ig h ts— but also o f 
the basic weapon whereby these 
were achieved, th a t is, its  organ i­
zations. The “ bloodless”  trans ition  
to Fascism im plies under th is  te r­
m inology, the  most f r ig h t fu l cap i­
tu la tio n  o f the p ro le ta ria t th a t can 
be conceived. (Page 36.)

In  a Fascist regime, a t least du r­
ing its  f irs t phase, capitjal leans 
on the petty  bourgeoisie w h ich  de­
stroys the organizations o f the p ro­
le ta ria t. I ta ly , fo r instance! Is 
there a difference in  the “ class 
content”  o f these tw o regimes? I f  
the question is posed only regards 
the ru lin g  class, then there is no 
difference. I f  one takes in to  ac­

count the position and in te r-re la tion  
of a l l  classes, from  the angle o f the 
p ro le ta ria t, then the difference ap- 
l>ears to be qu ite enormous. (Page 
34.)

In  order tq  t r y  to find a way out, 
the bourgeoisie m ust absolutely r id  
its e lf of the pressure exerted by the 
workers’ organizations, these must 
needs be elim inated, destroyed, u t­
te rly  crushed.

A t th is  ju n c tu re  the h is to ric  role 
o f Fascism begins. I t  sets on its  
feet those classes th a t are imme­
d ia te ly  above the p ro le ta ria t and 
who are ever in  dread o f being 
forct'd down in to  ran ks ; i t  organ­
izes and m ilita rize s  them a t the 
expense o f finance cap ita l, under 
the cover o f the offic ia l government, 
and i t  directs them to the e x tirp a ­
tion  o f p ro le ta rian  organizations, 
from  the most revo lu tiona ry  to the 
mo>: conservative.

Fascism is not merely a system 
of reprisals, o f b ru ta l force, and 
o f police te rro r. Fascism is a pa r­
t ic u la r governmental system based 
on the uprooting o f a ll elements o f 
p ro le ta rian  democracy w ith in  bour­
geois society. The task of Fascism 
lies not on ly in  destroying the Com­
m unist advance guard but in  ho ld­
ing  the en tire  class in  a state of 
enforced d isun ity . To th is  end, the 
physica l an n ih ila tio n  o f the  most 
revo lu tionary section of the w o rk ­
ers does not suffice. I t  is  also nec­
essary to smash a ll independent 
and vo lun ta ry organizations, to  de­
m olish a ll the defensive bu lw arks 
of the p ro le ta ria t, and to uproot 
whatever has been achieved du ring  
three quarters o f a cen tury by the  
social democracy and the trade un­
ions. For, in  the las t analysis, the 
Communist p a rty  also bases itse lf 
on these achievements.

—  (W ha t Next?, Page 121 
E D IT O R ’S NOTE— The ’compUahon 

o f quotations published herew ith  
is taken from  the German pam­
ph le t Lenin ism  Aga inst S ta lin ism  
prepared by comrade Oskar F is ­
cher and published by the Ger- 

0p p o s ltl°n. O ther parts  
o f th is  pamphlet w i l l  be re p rin t­
ed in  subsequent issues.

Also in  the event th a t the Nazis 
are taken in to  the government, 
there can be no question th a t the 
bourgeoisie w i l l  refuse the cooper­
ation o f the social democracy in  
the carry ing  out o f the Fascist 
d icta torsh ip . D ie  In ternationa le , 
January 1932, page 4.)

The X I  Plenum o f the E. C. C. I .  
has swept aside the a rt if ic ia lly  con­
structed counter-d istinction between 
bourgeois democracy and Fascist 
d ic ta torsh ip . B y  th is  i t  has rend­
ered an inva luab le service to the 
Communist parties in  th e ir  figh t 
against social Fascism. The X I I  
Plduum has demonstrated th a t so- 
called “ classic”  Fascism does no t 
exi and_ cannot exist, and th a t 
a i l confusing theories, basing them­
selves on the h is to ry  o f I ta lia n  
Fascism, about the Fascist need of 
f irs t s tr ik in g  down the w ork ing 
class, a re  bloodless abstractions.

(Schwab, “The N ature o f the 
Fascist - D ic ta to rsh ip ” , K nm m im wl.  
ische In ternationa le , No. 10, Janu­
ary  1933, page 19.)

bourgeois society in  I ta ly , Fascism 
not on ly had to  oppose sharply the 
social democracy but the tra d itio n ­
a l bourgeois parties as w e ll. We 
must not imagine th a t a l l the pol­
it ic a l organs o f the bourgeoisie 
worked in  perfect concord. F o rtun ­
a te ly  th ings do not w ork  out th a t 
way. Economic anarchy is supple­
mented by p o lit ic a l anarchy. Now, 
too, Fascism, which has been nour­
ished by the social democracy, w i l l  
have to smash the la tte r  in  order 
to reach power.

(T ro tzky, “ The A ustrian  C ris is ” , 
November 1929.)

No m atter how tru e  i t  is  th a t the 
social democracy, by its  whole po l­
icy, prepared the blossoming o f 
Fascism, i t  is no less true  th a t 
Fascism comes fo rw a rd  as a deadly 
th rea t p r im a rily  to th a t same so­
c ia l democracy, a ll o f whose m agni­
ficence is in ex trica b ly  bound up w ith  
parliam enta ry- democratic - pacifist 
form s and methods of government.

(T ro tzky , “ The T u rn  in  the Com-
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A fter the German Catastrophe
The im p e ria lis t epoch, in  Europe 

a t least, has been one o f sharp 
tu rns, in  w h ich  po litics  has acqu ir­
ed an extrem ely mobile character. 
A t  each tu rn  the stakes have been, 
no t some p a rtia l re form  o r other, 
bu t the fa te  o f the regime. On 
this, fac t the exceptional ro le  o f the 
revo lu tiona ry  pa rty  and o f its  lead­
ersh ip is based. I f ,  in  the good 
old days when the social democarcy 
grew reg u la rly  and un in te rrup ted­
ly , lik e  the cap ita lism  w h ich  nour­
ished it ,  the leadership o f Bebel 
resembled a general staff tra n q u illy  
elaborating plans fo r a w ar in  the 
inde fin ite  fu tu re  (a  w a r th a t per­
haps m igh t not come a fte r a l l) ,  
under present conditions the Cen­
t ra l Committee o f a revo lu tiona ry  
pa rty  resembles the fie ld  headquar­
ters o f an arm y in  action. The 
stra tegy of the study has been re­
placed by the stra tegy o f the ba t­
t le  field.

The strugg le against a cen tra l­
ized enemy demands centra lization . 
T ra ined in  a s p ir it  o f s tr ic t d is­
cipline, the German workers assi­
m ila ted th is  idea w ith  renewed 
v igor du ring  the W ar and the p o li­
t ic a l convulsions w h ich  fo llowed it .  
The workers are not b lind  to  the 
defects of th e ir  leadership, bu t 
none o f them as an in d iv id u a l is 
able to shake off the g r ip  of the 
organization. The workers as a 
whole consider i t  better to have 
a strong leadership, even i f  a fa u lty  
one, than to p u ll in  d iffe ren t d irec­
tions o r to resort to  “ free-lance”  
activ ities . Never before in  the h is­
to ry  o f hum an ity  has a p o lit ic a l 
s ta ff played so im portan t a ro le 
o r borne such responsib ility  as in  
the present epoch.

The unparalle led defeat o f the 
German p ro le ta ria t is  the most 
im portan t event since the conquest 
o f power by the Russian p ro le ta ria t. 
The f irs t task on the m orrow  o f the 
defeat is to analyze the po licy of 
the leadership. The most responsi­
ble leaders (who are, heaven be 
praised, safe and sound) po in t w ith  
pathos to the im prisoned rank and 
file  executors of th e ir  policies in  
order to  suppress a ll c ritic ism . We 
can on ly  meet such a spuriously 
sentim ental argum ent w ith  con­
tempt. O ur so lid a rity  w ith  those 
whom H it le r  has im prisoned is un­
assailable, but th is  so lida rity  does 
not extend to accepting the m is­
takes o f the leaders. The losses 
sustained w i l l  be ju s tified  on ly i f  
the ideas o f the vanquished are ad­
vanced. The p re lim ina ry  condition 
fo r  th is  is  courageous critic ism .

F o r a whole m onth not a single 
Communist organ, the Moscow 
Pravda no t excepted, u tte red a 
word on the catastrophe o f M arch 
5. They a ll w a ited to  hear w hat 
the Praesid ium  o f the E xecu tive 
Committee of the Communist In te r­
na tiona l would say. F o r its  p a rt 
the Praesid ium  oscilla ted between 
tw o  con trad ic to ry v a r ia n ts : “ The 
German Centra l Committee led us 
astray,”  and “ the German Central 
Committee pursued a correc t po l­
icy.”  The f irs t v a ria n t was ru led 
o u t : the preparation o f the catas­
trophe had taken place under the 
eyes o f everybody, and the contro­
versy w ith  the L e ft Opposition th a t 
preceded the catastrophe had too 
c learly  com m itted the leaders of the 
Communist In te rn a tion a l. A t, las t 
on A p r i l 7, the decision was an­
nounced: “ The po litica l l i n e . . . . o f  
the Centra l Committee, w ith  Thal- 
mann a t its  head, was completely 
correct up to and du ring  H it le r ’s 
coup d ’E ta t.”  I t  is  on ly to  be re­
gretted th a t a l l those who were 
dispatched in to  the beyond by the 
Fascists d id  not learn o f th is  con­
soling affirm ation  before they died.

The resolution o f the Praesid ium  
does not a ttem pt to analyze the 
po licy o f the  German Communist 
p a rty— w hich was, above a ll else, 
to have been expected— but consti­
tutes another in  the long series of 
ind ic tm ents against the socia l dem­
ocracy. I t  preferred, we are to ld , 
a coa lition  w ith  the bourgeoisie to 
a coa lition  w fth  the Com m unists; 
i t  evaded a rea l struggle against 
Fascism ; i t  fe tte red  the in it ia t iv e  
o f the masses; and as i t  had in  
its  hands the “ leadership o f the 
mass labor organizations,”  i t  suc­
ceeded in  preventing a general 
s trike . A ll th is  is true. B u t i t  is 
no th ing new. The social dem­
ocracy, as the  pa rty  of social re­
form , exhausted the progressiveness 
o f its  m ission, as cap ita lism  was 
trans fo rm ing  its e lf  in to  im peria lism . 
D u rin g  the w a r the socia l dem­
ocracy functioned as a d irec t in ­
strum ent o f im peria lism . A fte r the 
W ar i t  h ired  its e lf out o ffic ia lly  as 
the fa m ily  doctor of cap ita lism . The 
Communist p a rty  strove to be its  
grave-digger. On whose side was 
the whole course o f development? 
The chaotic state of in te rna tiona l 
re lations, the collapse o f pacifist 
illusions, the unparalle led cris is  
w h ich  is tan tam ount to a great w a r 
w ith  its  a fte rm a th  o f epidemics—  
a l l th is, i t  would seem, revealed 
the decadent character o f European 
cap ita lism  and the hopelessness o f 
reform ism .

Then w hat happened to the Com­
m unist party?  In  re a lity  the Com­
m unist In te rn a tio n a l is  igno ring  
one o f its  own sections, even though 
th a t section ra llie d  some 6 m illio n  
votes in  the election. T h a t is no 
longer a mere van gu a rd ;. i t  is a 
great independent arm y. W hy, then, 
d id  i t  take p a rt in  the events on ly  
as a v ic tim  o f repression and po­
groms? W hy, a t the decisive hour, 
d id  i t  prove to  be s tricken  w ith  
paralysis? There are circumstances 
under w h ich one cannot w ith d ra w  
w ith o u t g iv in g  battle . A  defeat 
may resu lt fro m  the superio rity  o f 
the enemy forces; a fte r defeat one 
may recover. The passive surren­
der o f a l l the  decisive positions 
reveals an organic incapacity  to 
figh t w h ich  does no t go unpunished.

The Praesidium tells us that the

policy, ra lly  around its e lf  the 
overwhelm ing m a jo r ity  of its  class. 
B u t the rise to th is  revo lu tionary 
peak is accomplished on the steps 
of successive sp lits .

I t  was no t Len in  who invented 
the po licy o f the un ited  f r o n t ;  lik e  
the s p lit w ith in  the p ro le ta ria t, 
i t  is  imposed by the  dialectics of 
the class struggle. No successes 
would be possible w ith o u t tem por­
ary  agreements, fo r  the sake o f fu l­
f i l l in g  im m ediate tasks, among 
various sections, organizations and 
groups of the p ro le ta ria t. Strikes, 
trade unions, journa ls , parliam ent­
a ry  elections, street demonstrations 
demand th a t the s p lit be bridged 
in  practice fro m  tim e to tim e  as 
the need arises; th a t is, they de­
mand a un ited fro n t  ad hoc, even 
i f  i t  does not a lways take on the 
fo rm  of one. In  the f irs t stages o f 
a movement, u n ity  arises episodical­
ly and spontaneously fro m  below, 
but when the masses are accustom­
ed to figh ting  through th e ir  organ i­
zations, u n ity  m ust also be estab­
lished a t the top. Under the con­
d itions ex is ting  in  advanced capi­
ta lis t countries, the slogan o f “ only 
from  below”  is a gross anachron­
ism, fostered by memories o f the 
firs t stages of the revo lu tiona ry  
movement, especially in  T sa ris t 
Russia.

A t  a certa in  level, the struggle 
fo r  u n ity  o f action is  converted 
from  an elem entary fa c t in to  a tac­
tica l task. The simple fo rm ula  o f 
the un ited fro n t solves noth ing. I t  
is not on ly  Communists who appeal 
fo r  un ity , bu t also re form ists, and 
even Fascists. The tac tica l app li­
cation o f the un ited fro n t is  sub­
ordinated, in  every given period, to 
a defin ite  stra teg ic conception. In  
preparing the revo lu tiona ry  un ifica ­
tion  of the workers, w ith o u t and 
against reform ism , a long, persist­
ent and pa tien t experience in  ap­
p ly ing  the un ited f ro n t  w ith  the 
re form ists  is necessary; always, of 
course, from  the po in t of view  o f 
the fina l revo lu tiona ry  goal. I t  is  
precisely in  th is  field th a t Lenin 
gave us incomparable examples.

The stra teg ic conception o f the 
Communist In te rn a tion a l was fa lse  
from  beginning to  end. The po in t 
o f departure of the German Com­
m unist p a rty  was th a t there i? 
no th ing but a mere d iv is ion  o f 
labor between the social democracy 
and Fascism, th a t th e ir  in terests 
are s im ila r i f  not iden tica l. Instead 
of help ing to aggravate the discord 
between Communism’s p rinc ip a l 
p o lit ic a l adversary and its  m o rta l 
foe— fo r  which i t  would have been 
sufficient to procla im  the tru th  
aloud instead o f v io la tin g  i t — the 
Communist In te rn a tio n a l convinc­
ed the reform ists and the Fascists 
th a t they were tw ins, i t  predicted 
the ir concilia tion , em bittered and 
repulsed the Social Dem ocratic

A n  Historical Evaluation 
of the Events by 

Leon Trotsky

policy o f the Communist In te rn a ­
tio n a l was correct “ before as w e ll 
as du ring  the coup d 'e ta t.”  A  cor­
rect policy, however, begins w ith  a 
correct appra isal o f the s itua tion . 
Yet, fo r the las t fo u r years, in  fac t 
up to  M arch 5, 1933, we heard day 
in  and day out th a t a m igh ty  an ti- 
Fascist fro n t was g row ing  u n in te r­
rup ted ly  in  Germany, th a t N a tion­
al Socialism  was re trea ting  and 
d is in tegra ting , and tha t the whole 
s itua tion  was under the aegis of 
the revo lu tiona ry  offensive. How 
could a po licy have been correct 
when the whole analysis on w h ich  
i t  was based was knocked over lik e  
a house o f cards?

The Praesid ium  justifies the  pas­
sive re trea t by the fac t th a t the 
Communist party , “ lack ing  the sup­
po rt of the m a jo rity  of the w o rk ­
ing class” , could not engage in  a 
decisive ba ttle  w ith o u t com m itting 
a crim e. Nevertheless, the same re­
solution considers the J u ly  20 call 
fo r  a general po litica l s tr ik e  as 
deserving special praise, though fo r  
some unknown reason i t  neglects 
to m ention an iden tica l ca ll of 
M arch 5. Is not the general s trike  
a "decisive strugg le” ? The tw o  
s tr ike  calls w h o lly  corresponded to 
the obligations of a “ leading ro le”  
in  the “ anti-Fascis t un ited f ro n t”  
under the conditions of the “ revo lu­
tiona ry  offensive!”  U n fo rtuna te ly , 
the s tr ike  calls fe ll on deaf e a rs ; 
nobody came out and answered 
them. B u t if ,  between the offic ia l 
in te rp re ta tion  of events and the 
s tr ike  calls on the one hand, and 
the facts and deeds on the other, 
there arises such a c ry in g  contra­
d ic tion , i t  is  hard  to understand 
wherein a correct po licy can be dis­
tinguished from  a disastrous one. 
In  any case, the Praesid ium  has 
forgotten to exp la in which was cor­
rect------ the tw o s trike  calls o r the
indifference of the workers to them.

B u t perhaps the d iv is ion in  the 
ranks of the p ro le ta ria t was the 
cause fo r  the defeat? Such an ex­
p lanation is created especially fo r  
lazy m inds. The un ity  o f the pro­
le ta ria t, as a un iversal slogan, is 
a m yth. The p ro le ta ria t is  not 
homogeneous. The s p lit begins w ith  
the pp litica l awakening o f the pro­
le ta ria t, and constitutes the mech­
anics o f its  grow th. O nly under 
the conditions o f a ripened social 
cris is, when i t  is  faced w ith  the 
seizure o f power as an immediate 
task, can the vanguard o f the pro­
le ta ria t, provided w ith  a correct

News from  Workers in N a ziland
L E T T E R  FRO M  H A M B U R G

O ur groups shows good advances 
here fo r  the past few months. Few 
connections w ith  C. P. G. and S. P. 
G. un its  have been established. 
There has not been any loss in  
numbers. Ille g a l w ork has been 
carried on smoothly, w ith  on ly one 
comrade arrested fo r  our special 
work. A l l  other arrests have taken 
place on account o f w o rk  in  the 
pa rty  and the mass organizations. 
Our group is publish ing its  organs 
regu larly . The composition o f our 
group has been improved consider­
ably in  the last months by a grow th  
in  the number o f fac to ry  workers.

Inso fa r as the p a rty  w o rk  is con­
cerned, i t  m ust be said th a t its  
d is in tegra tion  is being hastened by 
heavy blows dealt through spies. 
The most notorious o f these cases 
is the case o f a certa in  Kaiser. 
K a iser was a leading functionary 
among the unemployed on the wa­
te rfro n t. A  member of the D is tr ic t 
leadership o f the pa rty  and o f the 
defense organizations, he always 
kowtowed to the top leadership. 
Today K a iser is a leading collabor­
a to r o f the state police. Recently 
he declared on oath before a cou rt 
tha t he had been fo r  tw o years a 
func tiona ry  o f the in fo rm a tio n  de­
partm ent of the N a tiona l Socialist 
German Labor P arty  (Fascists) ! 
F u rthe r, th a t he carried  out the 
orders o f these people exclusive ly 
w ith in  the ranks o f the Communist 
pa rty . I t  is  also possible fo r  a 
healthy pa rty  to contain w ith in  its  
ranks a number of spies and fo r 
these spies to a tta in  positions w ith ­
in  it .  B u t th is  K aiser is a lum - 
penprole tarian type, w ith  whom 
any decent w o rke r w i l l  have no th ­
ing  to do. O nly the inne r-party  re­
gime brought h im  to the top. T h is  
skunk is responsible fo r  hundreds 
o f arrests and ra ids. Rum ors a r j  
spreading in  the p a rty  ranks th a t 
other leading functionaries are 
spies. I t  is  ra re ly  possible to  test 
out these rumors, bu t they cause 
te rr ib le  confusion. In  the las t 
days o f A p r il the pa rty  was dealt 
a p a rtic u la r ly  heavy blow. In  tw o 
days, 6 b ig  p rin tsh ips were dis­
covered and m ateria l w o rth  several 
hundred thousand m arks confisc­
ated. The whole m anner of the 
action showed th a t i t  was the w ork  
o f a spy in  the apparatus.

About the “ R evolu tionary”  
S torm  Troopers

There is  a wide-spread concep­
tion  among p a rty  members here 
th a t the S. A . mdn (H it le r ite  
Storm Troopers) are revo lu tionary. 
The comrades are o f the opinion 
th a t in  the fu tu re  struggles i t  w i l l  
not be the masses included in  the 
present labo r organization? tha t 
w i l l  p lay the decisive role, bu t the 
d is illusioned S. A . men, who w il l  
pu t the rope around the  neck oi

Fascism. There are un ited fro n t 
form ations here w ith  the B lack 
Front, some co llabora tion has a l­
ready taken place.

In  the transport concerns the 
“ equalization”  action brought w ith ­
in  i t  a mass discharge o f R. G. O. 
(Red Trade Union Opposition) 
members. Some 4 weeks la te r a 
great m any of those discharged 
wdre reh ired. In  some concerns 
(e. g., the stockyards), R . G. O. 
functionaries were made commis- 
sa ria l fac to ry  councillors, n a tu ra l­
ly  a fte r the inevitab le  “ equaliza­
tio n ” .

The confusion in  the p a rty  is in ­
creased by a ll sorts o f clique fights 
among the D. E. C. leadership. The 
confidence o f the membership in  
the top leaders is very low. Many 
un its  rdfuse to re m it dues up h igh ­
er. In  many cases, comrades who 
fo rm erly  shunned the s ig h t o f 
“ T ro tsky is ts ” , come to  us fo r  ad­
vice. I t  is  also no t unusual fo r  
functionaries to request the  co lla ­
boration of o u r comrades. Thd 
p a rty  comrades come to our discus­
sions and ask us fo r  m ateria l. A ll  
th is  forces the bureaucracy to  ca ll 
meetings a t w h ich  they a im  to  
“ deal a fina l blow against T ro t­
skyism ” .

The S. P. G.
The d is in tegra tion  of the S. P. G. 

proceeds apace. The workers and 
officials o f the sta te  concerns has­
tened to  leave i t  so as no t to 
losd out by equalization. The 
trade union bureaucracy acted 
especially sham efu lly in  th is  town. 
A fte r  the arrests o f M ay 2, they 
were soon reldased on pledges to 
cooperate. A l l  trade un ion func­
tionaries le f t  the socia list p a rty  in  
a body. I f  they are not yet mem­
bers of the Nazi pa rty , th a t is  not 
th e ir  fa u lt.

 ̂ B u t in  spite o f its  cap itu la tion , 
the S. P. G. s t i l l  a ttra c ts  many 
good pro le tarians. T h is  has been 
expressed in  10 M ay D ay meetings 
attended by 100 to 150 mdn on an 
average. A t  the  fune ra l of the de­
puty Biedermann, who was m urder­
ed by Fascists, about 2000 social 
democratic workdrs gathered. As 
we have heard fro m  S. P. G. c ir ­
cles, a L e ft w ing  is  soon to s p lit  
away under the leadership of sev­
era l functionaries  w ith  thd perspec­
tiv e  o f the crea tion  o f a new In ­
dependent Social Dem ocratic Party . 
W hatever leaflets have been pu t 
out by the S. P. G. recently camd 

! through the in it ia t iv e  o f th is  
I group. O ur comrades have estab­
lished connections w ith  it .

I A ll  comrades sending in  news ac- 
| counts and artic les  fo r  publication 
in  the  M ilitant are requested to 

! prepared typed copy, trip le spaced.

workers and consolidated th e ir  re- 
-form ist leaders. Worsd y e t: in  
every case where, despite the ob­
stacles presented by the leadership, 
loca l u n ity  com m ittes fo r  w o rk ­
ers’ defense were created, the  bu- 
rdaucracy forced its  representa­
tives to w ith d ra w  under th re a t o f 
expulsion. I t  displayed persistency 
and perseverance on ly  in  sabotag­
ing the un ited  fro n t, fro m  above 
as w e ll as from  below. A l l  th is  i t  
did, to be sure, w ith  the best of 
in tentions.

No policy o f the Communist pa rty  
could, o f course, have transform ed 
th d , social democracy in to  a pa rty  
o f the revo lu tion. B u t ne ithe r was 
th a t the aim . I t  was necessary to 
exp lo it to the l im it  the con trad ic­
tion  between reform ism  and Fasc­
ism— in  order to  weaken Fascism, 
a t the same tim e weakening re fo rm ­
ism by exposing to the  workers the 
incapacity of the Social Democratic 
leadership. These tw o tasks fused 
na tu ra lly  in to  one. The policy of 
the Communist In te rn a tion a l bu­
reaucracy led to the opposite re ­
su lt : the cap itu la tion  o f the re ­
form ists served the in terests o f 
Fascism and not o f Com m unism ; 
the Social Dem ocratic workers re­
mained w ith  th e ir  leaders; the 
Communist workers lost fa ith  in  
themselves and in  the leadership.

The masses wanted to  fight, bu t 
they were obstinate ly prevented 
from  doing so by the leaders. Ten­
sion, uneasiness and f in a lly  d iso ri­
entation d isrupted the p ro le ta ria t 
from  w ith in . I t  is dangerous to 
keep molten m etal too long on the 
f ir e ; i t  is s t i l l  more dangerous to 
keep society too long in  a state o f 
revo lu tionary crisis. The pe tty  bour­
geoisie swung over in  its  over­
whelm ing m a jo rity  to  the  side of 
N a tiona l Socialism only because 
the p ro le ta ria t, paralyzed from  
above, proved powerless to lead i t  
along a d iffe rent road. The ab­
sence o f resistance on the pa rt of 
the workers heightened the self- 
assurance o f Fascism and d im in ish ­
ed the fear o f the b ig  bourgeoisie 
confronted by the r is k  of c iv i l war. 
The inevitab le  dem oralization of 
the Communist detachment, increas­
in g ly  isolated from  the p ro le ta ria t, 
rendered impossible even a p a rtia l 
resistance. Thus the trium p ha l 
procession o f H it le r  over the bones 
of the pro le ta rian  organizations 
was assured.

The fa lse stra teg ic  conceptions 
o f the Communist In te rna tiona l 
collided w ith  re a lity  a t every stage, 
thereby leading to a course o f in ­
comprehensible and inexplicable 
zigzags. The fundam ental p r in c i­
ple o f the Communist In te rn a tion a l 
w a s : a  un ited fro n t w ith  the re­
fo rm is t leaders cannot be pe rm it­
ted ! Then, a t the most c r it ic a l 
hour, the Centra l Committee of the 
German Communist party , w ith ou t 
explanation o r preparation, appeal­
ed to the leaders of the social dem­
ocracy, proposing the un ited fro n t 
as an u lt im a tu m : today o r never! 
Both leaders and workers iq  the 
re fo rm is t camp in te rpre ted th is  
step, not as the product of fear, 
but, on the contrary,-as a d iabolical 
trap. A fte r  the inevitab le  fa ilu re  
o f an a ttem pt a t compromise, thd 
Communist In te rn a tion a l ordered 
th a t the appeal be ignored and the 
very idea o f a un ited fro n t was 
once more proclaimed counter-rev­
o lu tionary. Such an in s u lt to  the 
p o litica l consciousness of the mass­
es could not pass w ith  im pun ity . I f  
up to M arch 5 one could, w ith  some 
d ifficu lty , s t i l l  im agine th a t the 
Communist In te rna tiona l, in  its  
fear o f the enemy, m ight possibly 
ca ll upon the Social Democracy, at 
the las t moment, under the club of 
the enemy— then the appeal o f the 
Praesid ium  on M arch 5 proposing 
jo in t  action to the Social Democra­
t ic  parties of the en tire  world , in ­
dependent o f the in te rna l conditions 
of each country, made even th is  
explanation impossible. In  th is  
belated and w orldw ide proposal fo r  
a un ited fron t, when Germany was 
revealed by the flames o f the 
Reichstag fire, there was no longer 
a word about social-FasCism. The 
Communist In te rn a tion a l was even 
prepared— i t  is hard  to believe this, 
but i t  was prin ted  in  black and 
w h ite !— to re fra in  from  c ritic ism  
of the Social Democracy du ring  the 
whole period o f the jo in t  struggle.

The waves o f th is  panic-stricken 
cap itu la tion  to re form ism  hád hard­
ly  had tim e to subside when Weis 
swore fea lty  to H itle r , and L e ip a rt 
offered Fascism his assistance and 
support. “ The Communists,”  imme­
d ia te ly  declared the Praesid ium  o f 
the Communist In te rna tiona l, “ were 
r ig h t in  ca lling  the Social Dem­
ocrats sOcial-Fascists.”  These peo­
ple are always rig h t. Then why 
did  they themselves abandon the 
theory o f social-Fascism a few  days 
before th is  unm istakable confirm a­
tion  o f it?  L u ck ily , nobody dares 
to pu t embarrassing questions to 
the leaders. B u t the m isfortunes 
do not stop th e re : the bureaucracy 
th inks  too s low ly  to keep pace w ith  
the present tempo o f events. H a rd ­
ly  had the Praesidium  fa llen  back 
upon the famous “ tw in s ” , than H i t ­
le r accomplished the complete de­
s truction  of the free trade unions 
and, inc identa lly , arrested Le ipart 
and company. The ré la tions be­
tween the tw in  brothers are not 
en tire ly  bro therly .

Instead o f tak in g  reform ism  as a 
h is to ric  rea lity , w ith  its  interests 
and its  contradictions, w ith  a l l its 
oscilla tions to  the  r ig h t and le ft, 
the bureaucracy operates w ith  
mechanical models. Le i p a rt’s readi­
ness to c raw l on a ll fours a fte r  the 
defeat, is  offered as an argument 
against the un ited fro n t before the 
defeat fo r  the purpoise o f avoiding 
the defeat. As i f  the  po licy  oi 
m aking fig h tin g  agreements w i t l  
the re form ists  were based upon the 
va lo r o f the re fo rm is t leaders anc 
not upon the in com p a tib ility  of the 
organs o f the pro le ta rian  democracy 
and the Fascist bands.

The Labor Movement in Greece
The na tiona l revo lu tion  o f 1821- 

3829 against T u rk ish  uo in ination 
was carried  through unddr the in ­
fluence o f the ideas o f the French 
Revolution and financed by the 
island bourgeoisie, w ihch made its  
fo rtune  in  the Napoleonic wars and 
by fo re ign  commerce, p a rtic u la r ly  
w ith  Russia. However the long 
du ra tion  of the struggle- and the 
in te rven tion  of thd H o ly  A lliance  
w h ich  prevented the extension o f 
the fron tie rs  of free Greece so 
weakened the Greek bourgeoisie 
th a t fo r  the whole period up t i l l  
the beginning of the 20th century 
Greek cap ita lism  was unable to 
make any signal advances in  its  
development. M anufacture had 
p ra c tica lly  been ru ined by the w ar 
and the m erchant m arine wh ich 
constituted the p rinc ipa l basis of 
the Greek bourgeoisie transform ed 
in to  a w ar fleet fo r  the exigencies 
o f the revo lu tion  was also badly 
crippled. The bourgeoisie was re­
placed by land lord elements who 
governed the country u n t il the last 
years p r io r to  the w ar.

In  1860 sm all scale indus try  be­
gan to spring  up in  Greece, trade 
grew and the m erchant m arine be­
came more and more im portan t. 
Weak bourgeois democratic tend­
encies began to assert themselves 
in  the po litica l movement and the 
bourgeoisie showed some signs of 
influence.

The rise of the bourgeoisie began 
to take on an accelerated rhy thm  
a t the opening of th is  century. I t  
made headway against the landed 
proprie tors who lost in  influence and 
in  economic strength. In  1909 the 
bourgeoisie gave a dem onstration 
of its  strength. A  m ilita ry  coup d’ 
eta t took place in  Athens and the 
trusted man o f the bourgeoisie 
came to  power w ith o u t great s trug ­
gle. W ith  Venizelos as its  p o lit­
ica l leader the Greek bourgeoisie 
led the Greek arm y to v ic to ry  and 
to the annexation o f new, r ic h  and 
economically w e ll developed te r r i­
tories (Macedonia, Aegean Isles, 
etc. ).

The B a lkan  wars and the great 
w a r which lasted fo r  Greece t i l l  
1922 and ended in  the Asia M inor 
catastrophe helped the Greek bour­
geoisie to  amass a fortune, to cen­
tra lize  w ealth by the expropria tion  
o f the peasantry wh ich bore the 
b run t o f the w ar, and w h ich  had 
to support almost 1,500,000 refugees 
who returned w ith o u t any m ateria l 
resources to the country.

Through the w ealth accumulated 
du ring  the war, p a rtic u la r ly  by the 
m un ition  m anufacturers Greek 
capita lism  began to  boom. I t  es­
tablished industries w h ich now em­
ploy 200,000 workers. Hundreds of 
thousands o f expropriated refugees 
supply the cheap m anual labor so 
necessary to capitalism . The con­
centra tion o f in dus try  has progress­
ed and now the in d u s tr ia l magnates

Economic and Political 
Acts of Capitalism and 
the W orking Class

are seated in  the Council o f Banks 
and vied versa.

W e have in  Greece side by side 
w ith  backward form s o f production 
the most developed type of finance 
cap ita l. Save tw o banks, w h ich  are 
greatly  dependent upon fore ign 
cap ita lis t groups, the whole banking 
system is bound up w ith  the Na­
tiona l Bank of Greece. B u t the 
N a tiona l B ank also collaborates 
w ith  the B ank of England and w ith  
E ng lish  cap ita l as d id  the Habros 
du ring  the B a lkan wars of 1912- 
1913. I t  shards the surplus value 
of the country w ith  them. Through 
its  collaboration w ith  Greek cap i­
ta l, English cap ita l explo its the 
huge transport and in d u s tr ia l con­
cessions, etc.

The Greek p ro le ta ria t, created to ­
gether w ith  capitalism , has cour­
ageously struggled against the 
bourgeoisie. The a rr iv a l of the 
refugees in  1922-1923 changed the 
composition o f the w ork ing  class 
and its  conditions o f struggle. They 
were u tilized  from  the very begin­
ning by Greek capita lism  to cut 
wages and to beat down the de­
mands o f the other workers whose 
unparalle led suffering and wretched 
conditions were no better than 
the irs. B u t these young elements, 
o f a h igher cu ltu ra l form ation, 
who fe ll in to  the vise of capitalism , 
soon became the most aggressive 
elements and they have conducted 
severe battles together w ith  the 
Greek pro le ta ria t.

The p o lit ic a l and trade union o r­
ganizations of the Greek p ro le ta r­
ia t were immensly influenced 
by the Russian revo lu tion  u n til 
1923. A ll the sincere and evOn 
careerist elements took on a red 
coloration. A fte r the reaction and 
aided by S ta lin ism , the revo lu tion­
a ry  ferm ent dy ing down, the re ­
fo rm is t leaders took con tro l of the 
pa rty  and the O. G. T. (trade  union 
center) was abandoned in  1925 to 
conservative elements by its  leaders 
who as members o f the p a rty  are 
now the leaders o f the reaction in 
the p ro le ta rian  movement.

The Communist P arty
The Communist pa rty  was found­

ed in  J.918 by re fo rm is t elements 
who baptized themselves Commun­
ists under the influence o f the Rus­
sian revo lu tion and the sentiment 
of qn im m inen tly  approaching rev­
o lu tion  in  Europe. Adventurism  
came to  the fore in  the pa rty  a fte r 
1922. I t  formed the basis of S ta l­
inism. The Greek Communist pa rty  
w ith ou t ever having been a Com­
m unist pa rty  passed from  the stage

P h ilip  Scheidemann, the German 
social-chauvinist, now safe ly buried 
in  Karlsbad, reappeared fo r  a m in ­
ute— to offer h is apologies in  the 
N. Y. Times o f Ju ly  9th. I t  seems 
the Nazis and th a t d readfu l Adolph 
have been very nasty— in  fa c t they 
have been slanderous. One o f the 
Nazi lies is the c la im  th a t H e rr 
Scheidemann and the o ther social 
democrats stabbed the a rm y in  the 
back w ith  a revo lution. Instead, 
on September 29, 1918, the arm y 
leaders demanded peace because 
the arm y had completely broken 
down. On October 16, W ilson made 
i t  clear th a t he would tre a t only 
w ith  a democratic government, 
never w ith  the Kaiser. O nly then 
did  Scheidemann, a member o f the 
K a iser’s las t cabinet, and Ebert, 
presume to take the power handed 
to them both by the old  govern­
ment and the revo lu tion. W ith  
these fac ts  Scheidermann defends 
h im self against “ the ag ita tor, H i t ­
le r,”  who “ has continued fo r  f i f ­
teen years to peddle the legend o f 
the stab in  the back by the Novem­
ber crim ina ls .”

B u t to  whom is  Scheidemann 
apologizing? Is  i t  to the workers 
whom he and the other social dem­
ocra tic leaders betrayed on August 
4, 1914 in to  the s laughter -and s ta r­
vation o f the im p e ria lis t war? Is  
i t  to  the Spartacists whom the 
Council o f Commissioners, made up 
of Ebert, Scheidemann, Landsberg, 
Noske, and Wissel, a l l Social Dem­
ocrats, k ille d  in  December 1918 and 
January 1919? Is  i t  to L iebknecht 
and Luxem burg who were k ille d  
in  cold blood a t Noske’s orders? 
Not a t a ll. Scheidemann is apolog­
iz ing  to the same bourgeoisie whom 
he served so fa ith fu lly  du rin g  the 
war, whom again and again he 
saved from  the p ro le ta r ia t during  
the years o f revo lu tion, whose fina l 
trium ph  he made possible by dis­
arm ing the p ro le ta ria t w ith  p a rlia ­
m entary lies.

B u t now Scheidemann and a ll 
the boot-lickers o f h is type are 
cast out as useless tools. No long­
er is the Social Democracy able to 
accomplish Its  task o f supporting 
bourgeois democracy by hold ing 
back the workers. Instead the 
bourgeoisie are using the reaction­
ary storekeepers, w h ite -co lla r slav­
es, students, and peasants as a 
Fascist fis t to crush the workers, 
destroy a ll traces o f democratic 
righ ts , demolish a ll workers organi­
zations— inc lud ing  the  happy hun t­
ing ground o f the Scheidemann bu­
reaucracy the social democracy.

Now the social democrats, who 
have been fo rtuna te  enough to save 
th e ir  hides, f i l l  the places o f exile, 
w him per to  th e ir  m aster how fa lth -(Continued on Page 4)

of social democracy to S talin ism . 
Its  most noteworthy adventuristic 
acts are the fo llo w in g : in  1922 they 
were u tilized by the m ilita r is ts  to 
exp la in the shooting o f the roya lis t 
m inisters. T h is  was also stated a t 
the League of Nations by the Greek 
ambassador a t Geneva who used 
them as an excuse to the im peria l­
ists (the w i l l  o f the w orkers). In  
1923 at the tim e of the roya lis t 
ris ing , the pa rty  a llid d  itse lf w ith  
the m ilita ry  government and ap­
pealed to the workers to  en lis t as 
volunteers under the bourgdois flag 
to save democracy. In  1925 they 
collaborated w ith  the d ic ta to r 
Pángalos. (In 1920 w ith  the en-> 
emies o f Pángalos, and form ulated 
the slogan of a "L e ft republic”  and 
"pure democracy”  which provided a 
shield fo r  the m ilita r is t  elements. 
T in 'll came the th ird  period. A  
logica l chain.

A lthough the pa rty  led many 
workers struggles du ring  th is  long 
period i t  could bring  none of them 
to a successful conclusion, i t  could 
not c rysta llize  a new leadership. 
Now the jia r ty  is a shdll o f an o r­
ganization w ith ou t a spinal column.

has influence over the rad ica lized 
masses who are coming towards 
Communism only because i t  is the 
official and exclusive representative 
o f the C. I .  and the Russian rev­
olution. By m a in ta in ing  the appar­
atus o f the pa rty  S talin ism  only 
compromises the struggles of the 
Greek p ro le ta ria t by its  m ilita r is t  
slogans which have no basis in  
actual fact and are purely scholas­
tic.

The L e ft Opposition
The present L e ft Opposition, the 

Communist organization of Bolshe- 
vik-L0n ln ists (A rch iom arx is ts) has 
its  roots in  the orig ins of the party .

A t the foundation congress o f the 
pa rty  in  1918 the L e ft w ing clearly  
distinguished its e lf  from  the re­
form ists, and a fte r some* tim e i t  
broke from  it, form ed the “ Com­
m unist Union” , published the week­
ly magazine Communismo, organ­
ized its  educational, ag ita tio n  and 
propaganda courses, etc. I t  pro­
gressed. B u t a fte r the adoption of 
the 21 points by the pa rty  and the 
persistent recommendation of the 
representative of the C. I .  i t  fused 
w ith  the party .

These comrades occupied the 
highest posts in  the pa rty . A  num ­
ber of them degenerated. Thd 
others understood th a t i t  was nec­
essary to w o rk  fo r the fo rm ation  
of o idres and to he lp thd fo rm a­
tion  of the Communist pa rty  by 
its  publications and by its  a c tiv ­
ities inside the pa rty  and in  the 
w ork ing  class. I t  was in ' th is  
sense th a t the f irs t group met in  
the w in te r of 1921 and dlaborated 
a program along these lines. Edu­
cational w o rk  among the p ro le ta r­
ia t began and was carried on sys­
tem atica lly. Th is a c tiv ity  was 
combined w ith  the issuance of thd 
magazine Archives o f M arx ism  
which published the classical works 
of M arx, Engels, Lenin and T ro tsky  
in  the Greek language. Up t i l l  th a t 
tim d no Communist publication ex­
isted in  Greece.

The appearance o f the magazine 
so disturbed the bureaucracy tha t 
thd f irs t numbers sold a t the 1st o f 
May meeting in  1923 were to rn  up 
by gangs organized by them. This 
was the firs t hostile ac t against 
th is  tendency. The movemdnt pro­
gressed. A fte r  ignoring  i t  s ilen tly  
expulsions began. They kept dis­
covering A rch iom arx is ts  in  thd 
pa rty  t i l l  1925 and expelled them. 
The years o f 1926 to 1928 were 
years of b itte r  strugg le in  w h ich 
the S ta lin is ts  took recourse to te r­
ro ris t acts to exterm inate the A rch­
iom arxists. The present leaders of 
the Spartacos group were thd o r­
ganizers of these attempts. In  th is  
way the cow ard ly m urders o f com­
rade's Georgopapdatos, a bakery 
w orker and Ladas, a woodworker, 
took place. These workers were 
among the best in  the cadre of 
m ilitan ts  in  our times. T h a t we 
did not havd more victim s is on ly  
because we had comrades in  the 
pa rty  who warned us. In  K a v illa  
powder and revolver cartridges, 
meant fo r us, were sdized. Then 
came the th ird  period. W hile  the 
pa rty  was busy w ith  the conquest 
of the streets, thdre was free 
ground fo r  the rebu ild ing  o f the 
trade unions, so th a t in  1930 two 
revo lu tionary trade unions in  Sal­
ónica, Athens and Pireaus were 
unddr our influence. On the eve 
o f our f irs t na tional conference 
there were scarcely any trade un­
ion organizations but ours and 
the re form ists ’.

(fro m  L a  V e rite ).

Last Whimpers fronm Scheideman
fu l they were as servants, and m ut­
te r im potent threats against the ir 
successor, H it le r .  These men who 
wer£ glad in  1914 to support the 
Kaiser in  the w ar, now c a ll fo r  a 
w ar against H itle r . Says Scheide- 
m an ju “ I t  m ust be the task of the 
en tire  c iv ilized w o rld  to paralyze 
these adventurers T ha t th is  may 
not exclude a bloody w a r is self- 
evident.”

A fte r  a life tim e  o f pussyfooting 
w ith  the bourgeoisie in  Germany 
proper, H e rr Scheidemann makes 
bold—jn  his Karlsbad exile. And 
even th is  Karlsbad boldness is 
cha racteris tic  o f the social dem­
ocra tic  bureaucracy, though i t  is 
only a deathbed s n o r t: H e rr Schei­
demann calls fo r  w ar against H i t ­
le r— not, god forb id , by a mobiliza- 
t io ft o f the w orld  w ork ing , class— 
but as the “ task of the entire  c iv i l­
ized w orld1'”. In  th is  appeal ifc 
summed up the beginning and the 
end o f the bureaucratic physio logy: 
Too weak, too scared of its e lf to 
ca ll upon the workers to struggle 
in  tim e, the bureaucracy to the 
very la s t tru s t in  every other quack 
salvation. And when everyth ing is 
a ll over, when the enemy is firm ly  
entrenched, i t  takes an order de­
p riv in g  them of th e ir  pensions to 
make the bureaucratic lepers so 
bold as to shake o ft th e ir  social- 
chauvinism  in  favo r o f salvation 
“ by the en tire  c iv ilized  w o rld ” .

The example o f Scheidemann is 
a deep, though trag ic , lesson in  
the logic o f bureaucratic degenera­
tion. I t  is  necessary once more to 
recall th a t th is  degeneration began 
by the substitu tion  o f social-chauv­
in is t reform ism  fo r the M arx is t 
conception o f the Permanent Rev­
olution. The S ta lin is t bureaucracy 
too, w ith in  its  own lim its  and in  its  
own special circumstances, has a l­
ready gone a long stretch o f the 
road along th is  same line  o f degen­
eration. The fate o f Scheidemann 
should serve as a w arn ing  to the 
S talin ists, lest they too have to re­
sort to “ K arlsbad Boldness” . Com­
m unists everywhere must w ork w ith  
a ll forces to prevent th is  and fo r 
the reestablishment o f the concep­
tion  o f Permanent Revolution in  
the Communist In te rn a tion a l and 
in  the Communist P a rty  o f the 
Soviet Union — p. m .
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Historical Objectiveness..

Recovery Act Hastens Crisis
(Continued from  Page 1)

of c ircu la tion  o f money is being 
greatly  increased. The outstand­
ing fa c t in  th is  connection is the 
rap id re tu rn  o f money from  hoard­
ing. Just as hoard ing tends to 
slow up the' speed o f movement of 
money, by freezing up p a rt of it ,  
so the re tu rn  of money from  hoard­
ing, scared by the re a lity  o f ris ing  
prices and lower purchasing power 
of money, and by thd prospects of 
in fla tion , tends to increase the aver­
age speed o f movement of money. 
This means th a t thd same amount 
of money does more w ork, can fin ­
ance the movement of a la rger vo l­
ume o f goods and of speculative 
transactions, and has fo r  a tim e 
thd same effect as i f  a la rge r amount 
of money were m oving a t a slower 
rate, in  other words, as i f  there 
were an actua l in fla tio na ry  increase 
of the money supply. The low  
level of in te rest rates expresses the 
fact th a t the available money is 
p le n tifu l fo r  the purposes fo r which 
i t  is  being used.

T ha t th is  state o f a ffa irs  w i l l  las t 
fo r a very long tim e is more than 
doubtfu l, however. In  the firs t 
place, a large pa rt o f the increase* 
in  production is no t m oving in to  
channels o f consumption, bu t re­
presents a speculative accumulation 
o f raw  m aterials, semi-finished 
goods and finished products a ll 
along the line between producer 
and m arket. As long as each buy­
er in  the chain continues to  buy, 
not because lie* wants the product 
itse lf but because he sees in - 'i t  a 
means to p ro fit ou t o f the expected 
fu rth e r increase of price, the* in ­
creased volume o f commodities 
keeps moving. A t  the firs t setback, 
however, when hopes and antic ipa­
tions art* confronted sharply w ith  
the real absorptive powTer of con 
sumers’ markets, the level o f pro­
duction previously established turns 
out to be Excessive, in  other words, 
is revealed to be an overproduction, 
and the basic cause o f crises, the 
production of commodities “ as i f  
lim ited  on ly by the productive* po­
wers o f society, and not the actual 
power to absorb goods under the 
conditions of cap ita lism ” , is  re­
produced.

Wages have not gone up dxcept 
in  isolated instances, and p ractic ­
a lly  nowhere in  proportion to the 
increased prices of goods o r th e ir  
physical volume. Nor has the* num­
ber of workers employed increased 
in anyth ing lik e  the same propor­
tion . The prerequisite's to a sud­
den sharp cris is  are therefore con­
tained in  the present situation.

The jiaradoxica l s itua tion  w ith  
rdspeet to money, which has mask­
ed the looming cris is by enabling 
deflating banking s itua tion  to per­
form  as i f  i t  were being inflated, 
obviously cannot last. I t  is  estim ­
ated tha t at the height of the* crisis, 
w ith  money in  c ircu la tio n  at about 
7 1-2 b illio n  dollars, some 2 1-2 
b illions represented hoarding. When 
the hoarded money has a ll come' in ­
to circuation, and speculators begin 
to take a larm  a t the piled-up stocks 
o f goods and the m ounitng prices 
of securities and commodities, some* 
o f them w i l l  begin to tu rn  th e ir 
an ticipations in to  hard cash. T h is  
w i l l  cause a ris in g  demand fo r  
money as w e ll as slow ing up its  c ir ­
cu la tion . In te rest rates w i l l  bd 
mounting du ring  th is  period, and 
there w i l l  begin to be com plaints 
among cap ita lis ts  o f a “ shortage 
o f money”

Under these circumstanced the

government w i l l  have to face the 
question which i t  has been able 
to avoid so fa r— to in fla te  or not 
to inflate*, how, how much. The 
higher prices and speculative pro­
duction in  an tic ipa tion  of fu tu re  
m arkets have run up, the sharper 
w i l l  be the break. Graduated dose's 
o f “ contro lled”  in fla tion  may then 
be adm inistered to soften the break 
o r change the* downward trend, but 
the resu lting  price advances w il l  
create a la rge r demand fo r money 
(each u n it o f which w i l l  have low 
er purhasing pow t'r) and thus on ly 
reproduce, a fte r a shorter or longer 
time, the previous situa tion . When 
ever the attem pt w i l l  be made to 
stop, the shock of readjustm ent and 
the demand by the bourgeoisie fo r  
re lie f through in fla tion  w i l l  bd re­
peated.

A ll du rin g  th is  period, unless the 
workers can succeed in  organizing 
so as to obtain h igher wages and 
higher rd lie f in  proportion to the 
advance in  prices, they w i l l  be 
squeezed tig h te r and tigh te r, the ir 
liv in g  standards and rea l wages 
w ill be forced steadily downward. 
F in a lly , a t some po in t or o ther in  
th is  course, the bourgeoisie, te r r i­
fied at the prospects o f losing con­
tro l o f its  life-blood, money, w i l l  
be compelled to ca ll a ha lt, whether 
through d rastic  deflation or through 
the mere cessation o f in fla tion , 
which w i l l  have a s im ila r effect. 
The ea rlie r th is  is done, the* short­
er and ldss v io len t the ensuing 
crisis. Even under present condi­
tions, howdver, when actua l in fla ­
tion  has not begun, the prerequis­
ites fo r  a sharp though perhaps 
short crisis have already been 
created.

W ith  th is  perspective o f shocks 
and sharp readjustments, the w o rk­
ing class w i l l  find its e lf opposed 
by the class enemy, under the In ­
du s tria l Recovery Act, in  a three­
fo ld  fo rm — the cap ita lis t him self, 
strengthened and concentrated 
through the encouragement o f 
monopoly and the e lim ina tion  of 
“ w astefu l com petition” ; the bour­
geois state, as supervisor and co­
o rd ina to r o f the concentration o f 
cap ita l and guard ian of the new 
“ code”  ; and the re fo rm is t trade- 
unions who w il l  endeavor to u tilize  
the present situation, so advantage­
ous fo r  them, to secure the exclu­
sive nionopoly before the cap ita lis t 
organizations and the government 
o f the representation o f the work- 
ing class, to the end o f reducing i t  
to a w illin g  v ic tim  fo the super­
exp lo ita tion planned fo r the imme­

d ia te  fu tu re . —  B. J. F IE L D .

F R O M  C H I N A
Preparations are being made 

here to reopen the Soviet Consulate 
bu ild ing, wh ich has stood deserted 
since 1927 when Sino-Soviet d ip lo­
matic^ re lations were rup tu red by 

[ the Nanking government. I t  w i l l  
in terest readers o f the M ilita n t to 
know th a t in  the im posing recep­
tion  h a ll o f the bu ild ing— when the 
la tte r  was opened by the renovat­
ors there were found a bust of 
Renin and a la rge p o rtra it  o f Leon 
Trotsky. The removal o f the la t­
te r has evidently been overlooked 
up to now, but i t  w i l l  be absent 
fo r a ce rta in ty  when the bu ild ing  
is again o ffic ia lly  opened, and 
doubtless a life-size p o rtra it  of 
S ta lin  w i l l  take its  place. There is 
none a t a ll there now. S ta lin  was 
evidently not thought o f as a 
great leader”  by Soviet consular

1°®^ia1’  ln China even as late as 
1927..

sedms, backed by a m a jo rity  o f the 
Centra l Executive Committee, suc-j 
needed in  having the insurrection  
c a rrie d  out on the evd o f the Con­
gress. By adducing numerous evid­
ences, m ostly ind irect, I  tr ie d  to 
prove— and 1 th in k  I  undeniably 
did prove— tha t Lenin, cu t off by 
his illdga l status from  the theatre 
of struggle, was too im p a tie n t to 
bring on thd insurrection, separat­
ing i t  completely from  the Congress 
o f Soviets. 1, on the o ther hand, 
backed by the m a jo rity  of thd Cen­
tra l Committee, tr ied  to bring  the 
insurrection  as near as possible to 
the Congress of Soviets, and cover 
i t  w ith  the la ttd r's  au tho rity . W ith  
a il its  im portance the disagreement 
was of a purely p rac tica l and tem ­
porary character. La te r Lenin 
fra n k ly  adm itted th a t he had bedn 
in  ll\e  wrong.

W hile  1 was w ork ing on my H is ­
to ry  1 did not have in  hand the 
collection of speeches pronounced 
a t the Moscow anniversary mdeting 
of A p r i l 23, 1020, celebrating Len in ’s 
uUtli b irthday. One of the pages in  
tha t book reads verbatim  as fo l­
lows: "W e in  the Centra l Com m it­
ted decided to go ahead w ith  re in ­
fo rc ing  the Soviets, to summon the 
Congress of Soviets, to open the 
insurrection, and procla im  the Con­
gress of Soviets the organ o f state 
power, lly c li,  who was thdn in  
h id ing, did not agree and w ro te  ( in  
the m iddle of September— L. D .) 
tha t . . . .  the Dem ocratic Confer­
ence must be dissolvdd and a rrest­
ed. We understand th a t th ings 
were not so s im p le .. .  .A l l  the holes, 
the p itfa lls  on our course were 
m old v is ib le  to  u s . . .  . In  spite o f a ll 
lly c li's  demands we went ahead w ith  
reinforcement, and on the 25th of 
October confronted the p ic tu re  of 
an insurrection , lly c h  sm iling , 
s ly ly  looking a t us, sa id : ‘Yes, you 
word r ig h t '.”  (F ifte en th  Anniver- 
sary of V. I .  l i l y  aim v-Lenin, 1920, 
pp. 2728).

The above quotation is taken 
from  a speech pronounced by none 
other than S ta iin , some five years 
before lie pu t in to  c ircu la tio n  the 
poisonous ins inua tion  t l ia t  .1 a t­
tem pt to "b e litt le ”  the role of Lenin 
in the revo lu tion of October 25th. 
I f  the ju s t quoted document, which 
fu lly  confirms my story ( in  cruder 
terms, i t  is tru e ), had bden in  my 
hands a year ago, i t  would have 
relieved me o f the necessity o f 
adducing in d ire c t and less au tho ri­
ta tive  proofs. B u t, on the o lhdr 
hand, I  am content th a t th is  sm all 
book, fo rgo tten  by a ll, poorly p r in t­
ed on poor paper (1920, a heavy 
y e a r!) happened in to  m y hand so 
late. By th is  very fac t i t  brings ad­
d ition a l and very s tr ik in g  proof o f 
the "objectivduess” , or, more sim­
p ly  the tru th fu lness of my n a rra ­
tive  even in  the sphere o f those 
disputed questions o f a personal 
character.

Nobodj— I  shall a llow  m ysdlf to 
state th is  in  a most categorical 
manner— nobody has so fa r  found 
in  my na rra tive  a v io la tion  of t ru th ­
fulness which is the f irs t  command­
ment fo r h is to rica l, as w e ll as a ll 
other narratives. P a rticu la r lapses 
are possible. Tendentious d is to r­
tions— no! I f  i t  wdre possible to 

j find in  the Moscow archives even 
1 one single document d irec tly  o r in ­

d irec tly  re fu tin g  or weakening my 
narrative , i t  would have bedn long 
ago transla ted and published in  a ll 
languages. The adverse theorem 
is not hard to p ro ve : a ll the docu­
ments in  the least degree danger­
ous to the officia l legends are care­
fu lly  kept out of sight. I t  is not 
su rp ris ing  th a t the advocates of the 
S ta lin  bureaucracy, ca llin g  themsel­
ves fridnds o f the October revo lu­
tion  have to make up fo r  th is  lack 
of arguments by a surplus o f zeal. 
B ut th is  type o f c ritic ism  worries 
my scientific conscience least o f a ll. 
Legends dissolve, facts remain.

— LEO N TRO TSKY. 
Prinkipo, A p r il 1, 1933.

(T ransla ted by M ax Eastm an)

Relief Cut in New York
(Continued from  page 1) 

the face of the th rda t to cut off 
re lie f is  a single, un ited  unem­
ployed organization th a t w i l l  be 
able to ra lly  the whold m illio n  or 
more of jobless in  the c ity  solid ly 
the serious Communists m ust strive 
under its  banner. T ha t is the task 
fo r at present. That requires the 
im m ediate adoption by the Unem- 
poyed Councils o f the u n ity  basis 
put fo rw a rd  by the Chicago Con­
ference, w h ich  las t M ay creatdd the 
national Federation of Unemployed 
W orkers Leagues, in  wh ich the 
S ta lin is t partic ipatdd. On th is  
basis, they w i l l  be able to chal­
lenge the social re form ists  to enter 
in to  the un ited fro n t and to hold 
them rdsponsible before the masses 
o f workers.

The establishment of such a gen­
uine, Len in is t un ited fro n t— w ith  
freedom o f expression and c ritic ism  
fo r every labor tendency— w ill  also 
enable the Communists to ca rry  ou t 
the Communist task in  the mass 
movdment— th a t of educating broad 
layers o f the w ork ing  class w ith  
demonstrative class struggle facts 
in  the fu t i l i t y  and rottenness of the 
cap ita lis t system and in  the in e v it­
a b ility  of thd Communist way out 
o f m isery— the pro le ta rian  d ic ta to r­
ship.

The Tammany th rea t s t i l l  im ­
pends. The need fo r the u n ity  of 
the unemploydd workers is ind is­
pensable, i f  i t  is to be defeated, i f  
Tammany is to be prevented— by 
sp littin g  the workers’ ranks— from  
reducing the unemploydd to a state 
where they get no t enough to  live  
and ju s t too much to die. The task 
of the Communists is obvious— a 
fra n k  and open, Ld n in is t united 
fro n t proposal to the reform ists, 
which w i l l  make u n ity  possible and 
which w i l l  be of permament value 
insofar as i t  w i l l  pe rm it the Com­
m unists to im p lan t class conscious­
ness w ith in  broad s tra ta  o f thd 
workers. __g,

The Columbus Conference
_____(Convi_______  n  Page 1)_____
Unemployed Councils are associat­
ed (note the substitute fo r  a ff il i­
a ted), and such other groups as 
are w illin g  to cooperate in  the u n i­
fication of the unemploydd o rgan i­
zations in to  one organization 
through a U n ity  Convention.”

We ca ll a tten tion  to the fa c t th a t 
th is  officia l statem ent o f the Coun­
c il N. C., which had been circu la ted 
in ldaflets from  the f irs t day on, 
was made before any na tiona l o r­
ganization of Leagues was formed. 
Thus we see tha t the S ta lin is ts  fo r 
some i»>ason o r o ther saw f it  to 
stop th d ir ea rlie r plea th a t “ a new 
dual organ ization”  be not set up. 
We also ca ll a tten tion  to the fac t 
tha t although both the Councils 
and Leagues are represented on 
thd N. C. of the Federation, Am ter 
and the Councils d id  not ask sup­
port and a ffilia tion  to  the F U W LA  ; 
they proposed instead a U n ity  Con­
vention fo r  am algamation, which 
un ifica tion should be prepared by 
loca l “ united fro n t federations” .

A l l  the S ta lin ist-M uste ite  ta lk  
about preparing fo r “ u n ity ”  and 
amalgamation w ith o u t f irs t of a ll 
leaving a ll the undmployed o rgan i­
zations w ork together in  a N a tion ­
a l Federation fo r  a long period o f 
tim e is p la in  deception. Both o f 
these groups are more interested 
in m a in ta in ing  mechanical contro l 
of ü ¡e ir own na tiona l movements 
fo r  the fu rth e rin g  of th e ir  own 
“ p o lit ic a l”  ends than they ard in  
bu ild ing  one huge mass organizar 
tion  of unemployed workers on a 
national scale. When the Muste- 
ites and S ta lin is ts  refuse' to  support 
completely the na tiona l Federation 
movement they in  fa c t refuse to 
take thd most necessary step to ­
wards the complete un ifica tion  and 
nm nlg ijjnatinn of the unemployed ; 
and a ll th e ir  ta lk  about the fa c t 
th a t the F U W LA  has not yet to ld 
them ju s t how much reprdsental- 
tion  they w i l l  get on its  committees 
shows th a t ne ithe r o f them believe 
tha t they w i l l  bd able to long re-

ta in  th e ir  "leadersh ip”  i f  once 
they should happen to lose mechan­
ica l contro l of th e ir  movements.

W hile  the S ta lin is ts  found i t  
necessary to sabotage the w o rk  of 
the na tiona l Federation in  a round­
about manner thd Musteites merely 
used th e ir machine fo r  a steam 
ro lle r. F irs t  the Resolution Com­
m ittee which they con tro lled saw 
to i t  th a t no reso lutions dealing 
w ith  thd question o f a ffilia tion , to 
the F U W LA  came up u n t il long 
a fte r they had placed a new con­
s titu tio n  before the convention and 
had i t  adopted. T h is  constitu tion  
o f the N a tiona l Unemployed Ldague 
contains a clause w hich leaves the 
whole question of un ity , federation, 
etc., up to the incom ing M usteite 
N a tiona l Committee.

A fte r th is  was adopted, a resolu­
tion  by delegate Newby, asking th a t 
the convention a ffilia te  the new or­
ganization which i t  had ju s t set 
up to the FU W LA , was allowed to 
come before the convention fo r  a 
short time. B u t th is  was on ly a f­
te r the new organ ization had bden 
set uj> and a ll o f the officers 'uncon­
tested nominations. Moreover, a 
reso lution from  Rose o f C a lifo rn ia  
deal! g w ith  the sdttiug up of a 
pro is iona l com m ittee o f federated 
and other delegates fo r  the ca lling  
of a u n ity  conference? was ju s t ig ­
nored in  committee.

Budenz set the M usteite key-note 
by speaking against Newby’s rdso- 
lu tio n  fo r  a ffilia tio n  to FU W LA , 
and a fte r Newby was ¡permitted 
to speak, the M usteite chairm an 
ltam ug lia  closed the discussion and 
ra ilroaded Budenz’s m otion tha t 
thd resolution be re fe rred  to the 
incom ing N ationa l Committee. A 
“ d iv is ion o f the house”  was not 
perm itted as such would have 
shown much more support fo r  a f­
f ilia tio n  to the F U W LA  than the 
mere hearing o f “ ayes”  and “ nays” 
showdd. F o r example, i f  pu t to a 
vote thd 8 delegates from  C a lifo rn ia  
would have received 10 votes equal 
to the votes of the 307 from  Ohio,

and ond delegate from  W ashington 
who favored a ffilia tion  had a vote 
of 5. The big  votes o f Ohio and 
Pennsylvania would have been sp lit, 
and enough votes from  the other 
states could quite lik e ly  have been 
gained fo r the  federation a ffilia tio n  

Ao have passed the resolution. B u t 
the Musteites ra ilroaded thd th ing  
through because th e ir fo llowers 
could make the most noise.

I t  appears th a t the struggle? o f 
the workers fo r  f irs t federation and 
la te r un ity  of unemployed organiza­
tions on a national scale w i l l  have 
to be fought out in  opposition to 
the Musteites and S ta lin is ts . — N.

The German Catastrophe
(Confined from  Page 3)_____

" In " A u g u s t  1932, when Germany 
was s t i l l  ruldd by the "socia l Gen­
era l,”  von Schleicher, who was sup­
posed to assure the union o f H it le r  
w ith  Weis, announced by the Com­
m unist In ternationa l, I  w ro te :

E vdry th ing goes to show th a t the 
Weis-von S ch le ic lie r-H itle r triang le  
w ill fa ll apart before i t  has rea lly  
been put together. B u t pdrhaps 
i t  w i l l  be replaced by a H itld r-W e ls  
combination? Le t us assume th a t 
the Social Ddmocracy, w ith o u t being 
a fra id  of its  own workers, would 
seek to sell H it le r  its  to le ration. 
Fascism, however, does not need 
this commodity, i t  is not thd to l­
eration o f the Social Democracy 
which i t  needs bu t its  abolition . 
The H it le r  government can realize 
its  task on ly when i t  has brokdn 
the resistance o f the p ro le ta ria t 
and a ll the possible organs, o f such 
a resistance. There in lids the h is ­
to r ica l role of Fascism. ( “ The 
Only Road,”  page 31.)

That the re form ists , a fte r the de- 
fdat, would be happy i f  H it le r  were 
to perm it them to vegetate lega lly 
u n t il be tte r times re tu rn , cannot be 
doubted. B u t un fo rtuna td ly  fo r 
them, H it le r— the experience o f 
I ta ly  has not been in  va in  fo r h im  
—realizes th a t the labor organiza­
tions, even i f  th e ir  leaders accept 
a muzzle, would indv itab ly  become 
a threaten ing danger a t the f irs t 
po litica l crisis.Stalinites in Bloc w ith  C .P .L .A .

(Continued from  Page 1)
dorsement of th e ir B IL L , they d id  
not obtain an endorsement o f the 
December meeting. Muste gained 
the most out of the un ited  fro n t 
from  above. However, th is  much 
cqn be said, now tha t the Muste­
ites have thd executive committee 
and the power to make the deci­
sions th a t the conference should 
liavd made, they w il l  be able to 
complete the  o rig in a l agreement by 
the continuation of the un ited 
fro n t from  above. The bloc o f 
Ldagues and Councils lost a t Col­
umbus but they hope to make up 
fo r th is  by December.

W hile  Muste and H athaw ay were 
roam ing the conferdnce grounds arm  
in arm  the Daily Worker, in  an 
ed ito ria l, accused the Musteites 
of breaking the agredment. When 
the S ta lin is ts  steering committee 
saw how reactionary the conference 
was the Undmployed Council repre­
sentatives decided i t  was tim e to 
be ready in  case they had to change 
horses in  thd m iddle of the stream, 
to negotiate w ith  the L e ft bloc of 
the conference around the N ational 
Unemployed Fdderation, of course 
try in g  to exclude the L e ft Opposi­
tion  members present.
TH E R IG H T W ING  

In  the state conference of the 
Unemployed Leagues the flag -w av­
ing pa trio ts  took the conference out 
of the hands o f thd Musteites. A  
rev iva l atmosphere filled  the a ir  
more than once. T h is  bloc of Ohio 
delegates numberdd 300 out of the 
500 in  the na tiona l conference, 
were m a in ly  composed o f R igh t 
w ing eldments. The bu lk o f the 
rem ainder were Musteites. They 
had tremendous influence on thd 
national conference and determ ined 
its  m ain course. The Mustdites 
fought th is  R igh t w ing where they 
threatened the M usteite con tro l bu t 
the Musteitds did not take one step 
beyond th is  in  a political figh t 
against them.
TH E FREE LANCERS 

The Musteites catered to the pro­
gressive frde lancers, slobbed a ll 
over them and roped some in  on 
th is  basis. Dennis B a tt was also 
present, but he paddled his own 
canoe. H d was made chairm an o f 
the Constitu tion Committee th a t 
drew up the M usteite, “ Declaration 
o f Independencd” . In  the main, 
B a tt supported the Musteites.
THE LOVESTONEITES 

The Lovestoneites werd critic ized  
by Lovestone fo r  th e ir concessions 
at the Chicago Undmployed Confer­
ence so they came to Columbus 
ready to bargain w ith  Muste 
B u t Muste had already closed 
his deal w ith  S ta lin ism  and did  not 
care to deal w ith  the Lovestoneites. 
The Lovestoneitds, through th e ir 
unemployed organizations wh ich 
are affilia ted to the N ational U n­
employed Federation, presented a 
d ra ft .program  fo r a new federation 
to the Columbus conference. They 
did  not prdsent th is  to the Fed­
eration to which they are affiliated. 
I f  the Lovestoneites had been able 
to obtain a “ bettd r deal”  a t Col­
umbus they- would have deserted 
the Federation w h ich  they are af- 
fila ted w ith . Thd old Lovestone 
policy, the two-faced game, Can­
not be discarded by th e ir  group.

The D eclara tion o f Independence1 
o r ra the r Declara tion o f W orkers 
R ights, a po litica l document o f the 
Musteites is signed by the Con­
s titu tio n  Committee headed by 
B a tt and the Steering Committee 
o f the ConfdrenCe which includes 
fo u r Lovestoneite signatures. Does 
Lovestone agree w ith  the action of 
h is fraction?

The p o lit ic a l tendencies p rim a r­
i ly  carried  on a struggle around 
the three pos itions; o f the R igh t 
wing, socia list g ro up ing ; the cen­
tre, M uste ite -S ta lin is t bloc and thd 
L e ft w ing around the N a tiona l Fed­
eration o f Unemployed w h ich  in ­
cluded the L e ft Opposition. Tlnd 
Lovestoneites f lir te d  between the 
edntre bloc and the L e ft bloc. 
LEFT OPPOSITION DELEGATES

A  fra te rn a l delegate from  the 
L e ft Opposition was given the righ ts  
of a fra te rn a l delegate bu t thd 
Musteites overcame the problem of 
reporting a fra te ru u l ddlegate from  
the  Communist League by reporting  
through the credentia l committee 
tha t the rdport on the fra te rn a l de­
legates w il l  be given la te r. I t  was 
never delivered. L e ft Opposition 
mdmbers, representing unemployed 
organizations fro m  a ll pa rts  o f the 
country as regular delegates and 
fra te rn a l delegates representing a 
substantia l number o f unemployed 
in  d iffe ren t organizations were a t 
the conference.
TH E NATIONAL FEDERATION  
OF UNEMPLOYED

The Unemployed Councils are 
affilia ted to the Federation but they 
came to the Ohio conferenc fig h t­
ing the Federation because they do 
not have mechanical con tro l o f it .

Thd Musteites have two members 
on the national committee of the 
Federation so they estqblishd a 
d iv is ion of labor. The members of 
the national committde could ta lk  
fo r the Federation bu t the other 
Musteites took the floor to speak 
against a reso lution ca llin g  flpr 
a ffilia tion . Ond m ust lis ten to the 
words o f leaders of the d iffe rent 
tendencies bu t one m ust see tha t 
the action conforms to thdse words. 
A t Columbus the words and deeds 
of Ihe S ta lin is t-M uste ite  bloc were 
two a ltogether diifferdnt things.

The M uste-S ta lin ist bloc attem pt- 
] ed to establish a committee o f fif- 
j teen, composdd of members of the 
j Leagues, Councils and Federation 
I w h ich would give the M uste-Stal­

in is t bloc 13 of the 15. Th is com­
m ittee was to ca ll a conference to 

| amalgamate a ll the organizations 
| in to  one. The L e ft bloc objected 
j to th is  a ttem pt a t m echanical con­
tro l of the undmployed movement 
and the exclusion o f other la rge r 
unemployed organizations on the 
provis iona l committee, fo r  example, 
thd C a lifo rn ia  unemployed organ i­
zation which has 150,000 members. 
O ther organizations should likew ise 
have been considered in  the pro­
visional committed.

So fa r  the S ta lin is ts  obtained 
nothing from  th e ir un ited fro n t 
from  above, and the Musteites ob 
ta ined only a ho llow  v ic to ry . The 
Musteitds are try in g  to m arry  
th e ir child, the Unemploydd Leagues 
to  the S ta lin is t Unemployed Coun­
cils, but the reactionary ch ild , thd 
product of the misedueation of 
Mustgism, objects to the m arriage 
However, the con tinuation  o f the 
un itdd fro n t fro m  above w i l l  no 
doubt force the deal.

The L e ft  Opposition fra c tio n  in  
the unemployed organizations w i l l  
continue the w ork  started a t Chic­
ago fo r the un ification o f thd unem­
ployed movement. The M uste-Stal­
in is t bloc a t Columbus and the 
R igh t w ing  flag-waving element 
preventdd the w o rk ing  class from  
u tiliz in g  th is  conferqpce to its  fu l- 
est extent. The tem porary set­
back can be ovdrcome in  the com­
ing months by in te ns ify ing  the w ork  
fo r  the unemployed program  o f the 
L e ft Opposition and the bu ild ing  of 
the N a tiona l Unemployed Fddera­
tion. —H . O.

Doctor Ley, the corpora l o f the 
present “ labor fro n t,”  has deter- 
mindd, w ith  much more logic than 
the Praesidium  of the Communist 
In ternationa l, the re la tionsh ip  be­
tween the so-called tw ins. “ M a rx ­
ism is p lay ing  dead” , hd said on 
May 2 “ in  order to rise again a t
a more favorable o p p o rtu n ity -----
The sly fox  does not deceive us ! 
I t  is be tte r fo r us to ddal h im  the 
fina l blow ra the r than to to le rate 
h im  u n til he recovers. The Leip- 
a rts  and the Grosmans may fe ign  
all sorts of ddvotion to H it le r— bu t 
i t  is  be tte r to keep them under 
lock and key. T ha t is why we are 
s tr ik in g  out of the hands o f the 
M arx is t rabbld its  p rinc ip a l weapon 
(the trade unions) and are thus de­
p riv in g  i t  of the las t poss ib ility  
of a rm ing its e lf again.”  I f  the bu­
reaucracy of the Communist In te r ­
national were not so in fa llib ld  an l 
i f  i t  listened to c ritic ism , i t  would 
not have made add itiona l m istakes 
between M arch 22, when L e ip a rt 
sword fea lty  to H itle r , and May 2, 
when H itle r, in  spite o f the oath, 
arrested him.

Essentia lly  the theory of “ social 
Fascism”  could have been rd fu ted 
even i f  the Fascists had not done 
such a thorough job  o f fo rc in g  
themselves in to  the trade unions. 
Evdn i f  H it le r  had found i t  neces­
sary, as a resu lt o f the re la tio n ­
ship of forces, to  leave L e ip a rt tem­
po ra rily  and nom ina llv  a t the head 
o f the trade unions, thd agreement 
would not have elim inated the in ­
com pa tib ility  o f the fundam ental 
interests. Even though toleratdd 
by Fascism, the re form ists  would 
remember the fleshpots o f the W di- 
m ar democracy and th a t alone 
would make them concealed dnem- 
ies. How can one fa i l  to see th a t 
the interests of the Social Dem­
ocracy and o f Fascism ard incom ­
patible when even the independent 
existence of the Stedl Helmets is 
impossible in  the T h ird  Reich? 
M ussolin i to lerated the Social Dem­
ocracy and even the Communist 
pa rty  fo r some time, on ly to destroy 
them a ll the more m ercilessly la te r 
on. The vote o f the Social Ddm- 
oeratic deputies in  the Reichstag 
fo r the foreign i>olicy of H itle r ,  cov­
ering  th is  p a rty  w ith  fresh d is­
honor, w i l l  not am dliorate i t s . fa te  
by one iota.

As one o f the m ain causes fo r  
the v ic to ry  of Fascism, the luckless 
lenders re fer— in  seerdt, to  be sure 
— to the “ genius”  o f H itle r , who 

j foresaw everyth ing and negldcted 
nothing. I t  would be fru itle ss  now 
to subm it the Fascist po licy to a 
retrospective c ritic ism . One nedd 
only remember th a t H itle r , du ring  
the summer of la s t year, allowdd 
the high peak of the Fascist tide  
to escape him . B u t even the gross 
loss o f rhy thm — a colossal m istake 
— did not have fa ta l results. The 
burning o f the Reichstag by Gor­
ing, even i f  th is  act of provocation 
was crudely executed, did, howevdr, 
yie ld  the necessary resu lt The 
same must bd said o f the Fascist 
policy as a whole, fo r  i t  led to v ic ­
to ry. One cannot, un fortuna te ly , 
deny the superio rity  of the Fascist 
ovdr the p ro le ta rian  leadership. 
B u t i t  is  on ly out of an unbecom­
ing  lqpdesty th a t the beaten chiefs 
keep s ilen t about th e ir  own p a rt 
in  the v ic to ry  o f H itle r . Thdre is 
the game o f checkers and there is 
also the game o f losers-win. The 
gamd th a t was played in  Germany 
has ttys  s ingu lar feature, th a t H i t ­
le r played checkers and his oppon­
ents played to lose. As fo r p o lit i­
cal genius. H it le r  has no nedd fo r  
it .  The strategy o f his enemy com­
pensated la rge ly  fo r  anyth ing his 
own strategy lacked.
Prinkipo, Turkety. —L  .TROTSKY.

Everyone digests his food and s 
oxygenates his blood. B u t not ev- j  
eryone w i l l  dare w r ite  a thesis  ̂
about digestion and blood circu la- 
tion . N o t so w ith  the social sciences. 
Since each person lives under the t 
influence o f the m arket and of the t 
h is to ric  process in  general, “i t  is  t 
considered sufficient to possess ( 
common sense in  order to w r ite  
exercises on economic and especial­
ly  historico-philosophic themes. As i 
a general ru le  on ly “ objectives”  is 
demanded of an h is to rica l work. In  
po in t of fac t w hatever does hear 
th is  high-sounding t i t le  in  the 
language of common sense, has 
nothing to do w ith  scientific objec­
tiveness.

The P h ilis tine , especially i f  he is 
separated from  the figh ting  arena 
by space and tim e, considers h im ­
self elevated above the figh ting  
camps from  the mere fac t th a t he 
understands ne ither one of them. 
He sincerely takes his blindness 
regarding the w ork ing  o f h is to rica l 
forces fo r  the height of im p a rtia lly , 
ju s t as he is used to considering 
him self the norm al measure o f  a ll 
things. N o tw iths tand ing  th e ir 
documentary value, too many h is­
to rica l papers are bfcing w r itte n  ac­
cord ing to th is  standard. A  b lun t­
ing  o f sharp edges, even d is tr ib u ­
tion  o f lig h t  and shadow, a concil­
ia to ry  m ora lis ing , w ith  a thorough 
disguising o f the au thor’s po litica l 
sympathies, easily secures fo r  a 
h is to rica l w o rk  the high reputation 
o f “ objectiveness.”

In  so fa r  as the subject o f in ­
vestigation *is a phenomenon as 
poorly reconcilable w ith  common 
st*nse as revo lu tion, th is  h is to rica l 
“ objectiveness”  d icta tes in  advance 
its  im m utable conclusions: the 
cause u f the disturbances lies in  
the fa c t tha t thd conservatives were 
much too conservative, the revo lu­
tionaries much too revo lu tion­
ary  : the h is to rica l excesses c a ll­
ed c iv i l w a r can in  the fu ture , 
be avoided i f  the priva te  owners 
w i l l  be more generous, and thd 
hungry people more moderate. A  
book w ith  such tendencies has a 
good effect on the ndrves, especially 
du ring  an epoch o f w orld  cris is .

The, (lemand o f science, and not 
o f a pa rlo r-p h ilis tin e  “ objectives” , 
rea lly  is th a t one should expose thd 
social conditioning of h is to rica l 
events, no m a tte r how unpleasant 
they may be fo r  the nerves. H is ­
to ry  is not a dum ping-ground fo r 
documents and m ora l maxims. H is ­
to ry  is a sciencd no less objective 
than physiology. I t  requires not a 
hyp ocritica l “ im p a rt ia lity ”  bu t a 
scientific method. One can accept 
o r re jec t the m a te ria lis tic  d ia lectic 
as a method o f h is to rica l science, 
bu t one* m ust reckon w ith  it .  Sci­
entific  objectiveness can be and 
m ust be lodged in  the very  method 
its e lf. I f  the au thor d id  no t man­
age its  proper application i t  must 
be pointdd out exactly inhere.

I  attem pted to base my H is to ry  
no t on my ow n po litica l sympath­
ies, bu t on the m a te ria l foundations 
of society. Revolution I  considered 
as the process, conditioned by a ll 
the past, of the* d irect struggle of 
classes fo r  power. The center o f 
a tten tion fo r me was tjiose changes 
in  the consciousness o f the classes 
tak in g  place unddr the effect of the 
feverish tempo o f th e ir  own s trug­
gle. I  considered po litica l parties 
and p o lit ic a l agents in  no other 
lig h t  than th a t o f mass sh ifts  and 
clashes. F ou r pa ra lle l processes 
conditioned by the social structure  
of the country form ed thus tl^e 
background of the whole na rra tive ; 
the evolution o f the consciousness 
o f the p ro le ta ria t from  February to 
O ctober; the change* o f the moods 
in  the a rm y ; a grow th o f the pea­
sant v ind ic tiveness; the awakening 
and insurgence o f the oppressed 
na tiona lities . B y revealing the 
d ia lectic  o f the consciousness o f 
masses th row n  out of equ illib rium , 
the au thor ought to give the near­
est im m ediate key to a ll the ¿vents 
o f the revo lution.

A  lite ra ry  w ork is “ t ru th fu l”  o r 
a r t is t ic  when the in te r-re la tions o f 
the heroes develop, not according 
to the au thor’s desires, but accord­
in g  to the la ten t forces of the char­
acters and setting. Scientific know l­
edge d iffe rs greatly  from  the a r t­
is tic . B u t the tw o also have soma 
tra its  in  common, defined by the de­
pendence of the description on tha 
th in g  described. A n h is to rica l w ork 
is scientific  when facts combine in ­
to one whole process which, as in  
life , IJres according to its  own in ­
te r io r  laws.

Is  the depiction o f the classes of 
Russia trud? Do these classes 
through th e ir  parties and p o lit ic ­
ians ta lk  th e ir  own language? Do 
the events— na tu ra lly , w ith o u t be­
ing  forced—go back to the social 
source, i. e. to the strugg le o f l iv ­
ing  h is to ric  forces? Does thd 
general conception o f the revo lu­
tion  con flic t w ith  actual facts? I  
m ust adm it w ith  g ra titude  th a t a 
la rge number o f c r it ic s  have ap­
proached m y w ork  precisely from  
the standpoint of tliesd rea lly  ob­
jective , i. e., scientific c rite ria . 
T h e ir c r it ic a l remarks may be 
r ig h t  or wrong, bu t the great m a j­
o r ity  o f them are f ru it fu l.

I t  is  not acciddntal, however, 
th a t those c r it ic s  who miss “ ob­
jectiveness”  neglect completely the 
problem of h is to ric  determ inism. 
They are rea lly  com plaining about 
the “ in jus tice ”  of the au thor to ­
w ard  his opponents, as i f  i t  were 
a question not o f scientific research, 
bu t o f a school report-card w ith  
m arks fo r  good conduct. Ond 6 f 
the c ritic s  is offended fo r the mon­
archy. another fo r  the liberals, a 
th ird  fo r  the compromisers. Since 
the sympathies of these c r it ic s  got 
ne ither recognition nor indulgence 
from  the actua l re a lity  in  1917, 
Jthey would now lik e  to find  eon-

■iolation in  the pages of h is to ry ; 
just as some people seek shelter 
from the blows of ddstiny in  rom ­
antic lite ra tu re . B u t the la s t th in g  ! 
the author had in  m ind was to  in - J 
te rp re t in  his book the verd ic t o f 
the h is to rica l process itse lf. The 
offendt'd persons themselves, by the 
way, in  spite o f the fifteen or s ix ­
teen years w h ich  they have had a t 
the ir disposal, have never attdm pt- 
cd to exp la in  the causes o f w ha t 
happened to them. The W hite  em i­
g ra tion  has not produedd one sin­
gle h is to rica l w o rk  w o rth y  o f the 
name. The cause o f its  m isfortunes 
i t  s t i l l  tr ie s  to find  in  “ German 
gold” , the il l ite ra c y  o f the masses, 
the c r im in a l plots of the Bolshd- 
viks. The personal ir r i ta t io n  o f the 
apostles of objectiveness— I  tru s t 
th is  is indisputab le— m ust necessar­
ily  be the sharpdr, the more con­
v in c ing ly  the h is to rica l na rra tive  
reveals the in e v ita b ility  o f th e ir de­
s truc tion  and th e ir  w an t of any 
hope fo r the fu tu re .

Thd more cautious o f these p o lit­
ica lly  disappointed c r it ic s  often 
disguse the source of th e ir  annoy­
ance in  com plaints to the effect 
tha t the au thor o f the H is to ry  per­
m its h im self to usd polemics and 
irony. That, they seem to th ink , 
is beneath the d ig n ity  o f the scien­
tif ic  gu ild . B u t revo lu tion  its e lf is  
a polemic become a mass action. 
Nor is irony  lack ing  to thd hisjtor- j 
ica l process; du rin g  a revo lu tion  i t  
can be measured in  m illions o f 
horse power. Speeches, resolutions, 
le tte rs o f those tak in g  pagt, »is 
w d ll as th e ir  subsequent recollec­
tions, have necessarily a polemic 
character. There is no th ing easier 
than to ‘'reconcile”  a ll th is  chaos 
of b itte r  struggle o f interdsts and 
ideas according to  the method of 
the golden mean; there is also 
noth ing more fru itle ss . The author 
strove to define the true  re la tive  
m ight in  the course o f the social 
struggle of a l l opinions, slogans, 
promises and demands by means of 
a c r it ic a l (or, i f  you w ish, polemi-

ca l) sorting and cleaning. The in ­
d iv idua l he reduced to the social, 
the pa rticu la r to the general, the 
subjective he confronted w ith  the 
objdctive. T h is  is exactly  w hat 
h is to ry  consists o f in  our opin ion 
as a science.

There exists a qu ie t special 
group of c r it ic s  who are offended 
personally fo r  S talin, and fo r  whom 
h is to ry  outside of th a t question 
does not dxist. These people con­
sider themselves “ friends”  o f the 
Russian revo lu tion. In  re a lity  they 
are m erely attorneys fo r  thd Soviet 
bureaucracy. T h a t is not the same 
th ing. The bureaucracy grew 
stronger as the a c tiv ity  of the 
masses wdakened. The power o f 
the bureaucracy is an expression of 
the reaction against the revo lution. 
I t  is true  tha t th is  reaction is 
s t i l l  developing on the foundations 
la id  by the October revo lution, but 
even so i t  is a reaction. The a t­
torneys o f the bureaucracy are 
often attorneys o f the anti-October 
reaction. Th is is not a ltered by the 
fac t th a t thdy perform  th e ir func­
tions unconsciously.

L ik e  shop-keepers grown r ich  
; who create fo r themselves a new 

and more suitable geneology, the 
burdaucratic class which grew out 

, o f the revo lu tion has created its  
own h istoriography. Hundreds of 

i ro ta ry  presses are a t its  service. 
, B u t its  q u an tity  does not make up 
. I fo r  its  scientific qua lity . Even to 
; I pldase the most disinterested friends 
; o f the Soviet au thorities, I  could 
, not leave untouched those h is to ric  
i legends w h ich  are perhaps very 
. fla tte rin g  to the van ity  o f thd bii- 
. reaucracy, but which nevertheless 
. have the m isfortune to contradict 
, facts and documents.

■ I  sha ll confine m yself to one sin-
■ gle eyample which, as i t  seepis to 
1 me, w e ll illus tra tes  the m atter. A

number of pages in  my book are de- 
! voted to re fu tin g  the fa iry -ta le  
I creatdd a fte r 1924 to the effect tha t 
> I  attempted to postpone the armed
■ insurrection  u n t il a fte r the Con- 
• gress o f Soviets, w h ile  Lenin, i t


