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Fighting the 'Recovery’ Act

Cleveland Conference
Against the N .I.R .A .

Weeks have passed since the In -  
iu s tr ia l Recovery A ct became a law . 
In  th is  tim e big business and its  
government have been d ra ftin g  
codes th a t are ushering in  a new 
fo rm  o f in d u s tr ia l slavery.

The broad layers of the w ork ing 
class have not yet been organized 
to resist and to figh t back. T h is  is 
due to  the confusion th a t exists 
w ith in  the ranks of the organized 
forces o f the class.

The A. F . L . leaders, the R ig h t 
w ing in  the Progressive M iners of 
Am erica and the conservative inde­
pendent unions are supporting the 
I .  R. A. The socia list leaders are 
sing ing praises to the “ great fo r ­
w ard step” . The m a jo rity  of the 
other forces are in  confusion.

The S ta lin ists, as usual, were not 
equal" to the task. The S ta lin is ts  
d id  not recognize the danger u n t il 
a fte r i t  had fa llen  upon th e ir  heads.

Now, a t las t the S ta lin is ts  have 
called fo r  action to figh t the In ­
d u s tria l Recovery A ct. They are 
ca llin g  a na tiona l conference in  
Cleveland, August 26-28, fo r  a ll 
trade unions, unemployed organiza­
tions, and o thers ; to  protect the 
trade unions, and to  ra lly  the class 
against the cap ita lis t attack.

W e" welcome the fac t th a t the 
S ta lin is ts  and Musteites, who are 
jo in t ly  ca lling  th is  conference, have 
a t la s t realized the necessity o f the 
struggle, bu t they have not pre­
sented a program  suitable fo r  re­
sistance to  the bosses’ a ttack. HOW  
to f ig h t the cap ita lis t offensive is 
the most im p o rtan t question.

Anyone can c ritic ize  a fte r the 
event! We are c r it ic iz in g  the p ro­
gram  and method of ca llin g  the 
conference p r io r  to the August 26- 
28 conference. F u rthe r, we were 
the f irs t to  raise th  cry  o f alarm , 
to  give a M arx ian  analysis, and to 
f ig h t fo r  the m ob iliza tion  o f the 
class against the cap ita lis ts ’ new 
attacks. A t  the G illespie Trade 
Union conference a delegate o f the 
L e ft Opposition presented a resolu­
tion , p r io r  to  the act becoming a 
law . A  bloc of S ta lin is ts  and 
R ig h t w ing  delegates voted down 
the L e ft w ing o f the conference 
figh ting  around the reso lution (See 
the M ilitan t of June)

The na tiona l conference called 
by the M uste-S ta lin is ts  bloc is a 
carica ture  o f the proposal present­
ed a t G illespie las t June. A  few  
weeks la te r, a t the f irs t  na tiona l 
unemployed conference since the act 
became a law , a t the Columbus 
M uste-S ta lin is t conference, the 
L e ft Opposition again raised the 
question of the In d u s tr ia l Recovery 
Act, especially dealing w ith  its  e f­
fects upon the unemployed. We 
were the on ly ones to raise our 
voice on th is  subject. The M uste- 
S ta lin is t bloc ignored th is  v ita l 
question. A t  las t they* have rea l­
ized its  im portance. B u t how are 
they going to  figh t it?

In  regards to the Needle Trades 
Code, the R igh t w ing proposed a 
30 hour week and a defin ite m im - 
im um  wage. The L e ft w ing, S ta l­
in is t group proposed a 40 hour 
week and said no th ing about a 
m in im um  wage. La te r the Freiheit 
said th a t was a m istake but w ith ­
out s ta ting  w hat should be done.

Preparations fo r  the Cleveland 
Conference are under way. A  trade 
union conference was called in  New 
Y ork, J u ly  15th. The S ta lin is ts  
passed out a d ra ft  resolution. Th is 
is a step fo rw a rd  and has some 
good proposals b u t the d ra ft leaves 
ou t an answer to the  trade un­
ion question. So does the resolu­
tion  dealing w ith  the Needle Trades 
th a t was passed out. So does the 
ca ll fo r  the Cleveland conference.

In  a l l  o f the preparations fo r 
the Cleveland Conference, the S ta l-

in is ts  refuse to  answer the fo llo w ­
ing  qustions (L e t us hope they ans­
wer tijem  in  the near fu tu re ) ; Do 
the facts re fu te  the S ta lin is t theory 
to w it, tha t the A. F. L . is  on a 
decline and is being liqu ida ted  and 
th a t therefore we must sp lit locals 
away and bu ild  pa ra lle l unions a ll 
along the line? W il l  the In d u s tr ia l 
Recovery A c t help to rearm  the 
A. F. L. leaders in  th e ir  hold upon 
the trade un ion movement? Should 
we hasten to  bu ild  a L e ft  w ing  
w ith in  the  A. F. L.? Should the 
weak, L e ft w ing, paper unions re­
tu rn  to the A. F. L . en bloc and 
function  as a L e ft w ing there. To 
ignore these questions, in  the needle 
trades reso lu tion in  the New Y ork  
Conference reso lu tion and in  the 
Cleveland conference ca ll, is  to 
ignore the most v ita l question of 
trade union policy and tactics in  
the struggle to  protect the class, 
its  trade unions and to  repel the 
cap ita lis t offensive. The L e ft  Op­
position answers these questions in  
the positive now as we have in  
the im m ediate past.

The w ork ing  class have no voice 
in  d ra ftin g  the codes fo r  the d if ­
fe ren t industries. O nly the pres­
sure of the class th rough class 
struggle w i l l  force concessions from  
the enemy class. How to organize 
th is  class pressure effective ly 
against the cap ita lis ts  depends 

(Continued on Page 4)

Vienna, Austria.—
Quite a number o f bombshells 

have exploded in  A u s tria  in  the last 
few weeks. T he ir significance 
should not be underestimated even 
i f  they d id  not qu ite  h it  th e ir  m ark. 
I t  must not be overlooked th a t they 
constitu te  tremendous progress in  
the underm ining o f the en tire  Aus­
tr ia n  labor law  and the re w ith  of 
the liv in g  standards o f the A us trian  
w ork ing  class. The w o rk  was ca r­
ried  on w ith  deadly calm, w ith o u t 
any outer effects. The peace was 
not even disturbed by those who 
Were h it— the apparatus o f the S.
P. saw to  tha t-------bu t each blow
had its  effect.

The f irs t  m ine was la id  in  the 
M ay days by the D o llfuss govern­
ment, when i t  destroyed the w o rk­
ers’ r ig h t to  s tr ike  w ith  one stroke 
of the pen.

T h is  b low  was completed w ith  
the in troduc tion  o f compulsory a r­
b itra tio n  fo r  a l l  “ v ita l”  industries, 
to  w h ich  the printshops were added 
and la te ly  so, the bu ild ing  trades. 
No m atte r how vague the clauses 
of th is  act may be, its  sense is 
qu ite transparent : the old lo rd ly  
r igh ts  of the boss class are once 
again to be established w ith  un­
lim ited  sway. I f  no agreement is 
reached a t the a rb itra tio n  office, 
before w h ich  a l l disputes between 
employers and workers are brought, 
or i f  one p a rty  raises objections 
against the verdict, then the super­
a rb itra to r can' make a decision 
wh ich is b ind ing fo r  a ll. T ha t such 
a decision w i l l  never do ha rm  to 
the employers cause is qu ite  ob­
vious.

In  the public u t il it ie s  the e lim in ­
ation o f the workers’ voice from  
the decision o f th e ir  w o rk ing  con­
d itions takes place even less mask- 
edly. In  the fu tu re  on ly the ad­
m in is tra tio n  is  to  decide about con­
d itions o f w o rk  there.

A fte r the m etal workers and the 
ra ilroa d  workers, the w orkers of 
the b u ild in g  trades fo rm  the most

M INERS PROTEST VIGOROUSLY 
AGAINST R IG H T W IN G ’S RE­

MOVAL OF ALLARD FROM  
P. M . A. POST

ED ITO R ’S NOTE— In  the rush 
to compete w ith  the John L . Lew is 
gang fo r  the favors accru ing to  
labor fakers from  the Roosevelt 
N a tiona l In d u s tr ia l Recovery A c t 
adm in is tra tion , the R ig h t w ing  ig  
the Progressive M iners o f Am erica 
have launched a broadside against 
a ll L e ft w ingers and genuine pro­
gressives in  the union. Being in  
contro l o f a m a jo rity  on the lead­
ing oyguns, th e ir  f irs t  step in  th is  
d irec tion  was the removal o f Gerry 
A lla rd  from  the ed ito rsh ip  o f the 
P. M. A . paper, the Progressive 
M iner. The rep ly  o f the ran k  and 
tile  to th is  R ig h t w ing  challenge is  
recounted in  the dispatch we p r in t 
below.

Gillespie, 111.— Local Union No. 1 
of the Progressive M iners o f A m ­
erica voted alm ost unanim ously in  
favo r of a reso lution demanding 
the reinstatem ent o f G erry A lla rd , 
recently deposed ed ito r of the offi­
c ia l organ.

This is the la rgest single local 
union in  the P. M. o f A ., w ith  a 
membership o f 2500. Claude Pearcy, 
president o f the union, is  a mem­
ber of th is  local.

President Pearcy and Secretary 
Keck appeared a t the m eeting to 
exp la in th e ir  actions. A lla rd  pre­
sented his case in  person, c la im ing  
th a t the officials had no substantia l 
reasons fo r  rem oving him . A fte r  a 
hectic 5-hour debate the local un­
ion voted overw helm ing ly to sup­
po rt A lla rd . A  statem ent previous­
ly  issued by the officials stated th a t 
they were confident the member­
ship o f the organization w ou ld  ac­
cept the executive board’s decision 
on the m atter.

numerous laye r of the  A u s tria n  
w ork ing class. W ith  the “ argu­
ment”  th a t the “ overpaid”  wages o f 
the bu ild ing  trades workers im ­
peded the creation o f w o rk  fo r 
them, the government has by de­
cree ordered the suspension o f the 
present co llec tive  agreement and 
taken measures fo r  the in troduc tion  
o f the a rb itra t io n  system fo r  the 
bu ild ing  concerns, so th a t the fu ­
ture collective agreements w ith  
the bu ild ing  trades workers w i l l  be 
d is tin c tly  o f advantage to the boss­
es.

Schlager Indignant
“ A l l  the lim its  o f shamefulness” , 

said the social democratic Federal 
Councillor Schlager in  an inquest 
on June 9, “ are overstepped in  the 
so-called bakery w orkers ’ law . The 
law  on the ho liday  rest day is  pu t 
completely out o f force fo r  the 
bakery w orke rs ; the pastry  bakers 
are even deprived of th e ir  Sunday 
rest day, w h ich  they enjoyed up to 
the present; the s h if t  o f hours and 
the n u llific a tio n  o f the prov is ion 
th a t bakery workers are on ly to 
w ork  8 hours per day, w i l l  have 
the effect of th row in g  ou t o f work, 
in  Vienna alone, some hundreds o f 
bakery workers.”  T rue  as the fac ts  
are, no th ing is  done about them 
when one stops w ith  ju s t s ta ting  
them.

The suspension o f the 8 H o u r 
Day— th a t holds good not on ly fo r  
the bakery workers bu t fo r  the 
whole w o rk ing  class. The low ering  
of the overtim e wages is  on ly  an­
other step— others w i l l  fo llo w — un­
less there is  resistance.

Le t no one be deceived: A t  a tim e 
in  w h ich thousands are knocking 
a t the fac to ry  gates, in  w h ich  the 
wages o f broad layers o f the w o rk­
ing class are on ly s lig h tly — i f  a t 
a ll— higher than the subsidy paid 
out to the unemployed, the under­
standing fo r the necessity and sig- 
nificance of soc ia l-po litica l protec- 

(Continued on Page 4)

Bonapartist Government Robs Labor 
of Long-Standing Rights in Austria

Trotsky G reets 'R ed F lag '  B ritish O rgan o f L . O .
Dear Comrades,

You have begun the pub lica tion  
o f a l i t t le  m onth ly, the ‘Red F lag ’. 
T h is  is a modest step fo rw ard . 
We m ust hope th a t other steps 
w i l l  fo llow .

The advance o f Communism in  
Great B r ita in  is  no w ay corre­
sponds to the ra te of decay o f 
B r it is h  cap ita lism . The conser­
va tive  tra d itio n s  o f B r it is h  p o li­
tics, inc lud ing  the po litics  of the 
w o rk ing  class, are in  themselves 
obviously insuffic ient to  exp la in 
th is  fact. W e  on ly declare w hat 
is true  and cannot be confuted 
when we say th a t above a ll, and, 
alas, w ith  greater success, than 
by any other fac to r, the  progress 
o f Communism du ring  the las t 
years has been hindered by the 
leadership o f the B r it is h  Com­
m unist. They, o f course, have no t 
acted independently, bu t have 
on ly  fo llowed b lin d ly  the orders 
given by the leaders o f the Com­
in te rn . B u t th is  fa c t does not 
free the B r it is h  Communist bu­
reaucracy from  its  responsib ility , 
nor lessen the damage i t  has done.

The study and c r it ic a l exam ina­
t io n  o f the  po licy  o f the B r it is h

Communist P a rty  du ring  the la s t 
e igh t or ten years constitutes a 
most im portan t task in  the educa­
tion  o f the L e ft Opposition itse lf. 
You should ca re fu lly  study the 
offic ia l publications o f the P a rty  
th roughout th is  period, digest 
them, and bring  ou t c learly  the 
P a rty  line  on the m ain stra teg ic­
a l problem s: its  a titude towards 
the Labour Party , the trade un­
ions, the M in o rity  Movement ; 
the colon ia l revo lu tions; the u n i­
ted fro n t po licy  ; the T. L . P., etc. 
Even the mere selection of the 
most s tr ik in g  quotations, and the 
presentation o f them  in  chronolo­
gical order, w ould la y  bare no t. 
on ly the g la ring  contradictions o f 
the ‘general line ’ , bu t also the 
inne r logic o f these con trad ic­
tions, i. e., the v io len t vac illa tions  
of the C entris t bureaucracy be­
tween opportunism  and adventur­
ism. E very one o f these tac tica l 
zigzags pushed Communists, sym­
pathizers, and po tentia l friends 
back, to  the R igh t, to  the L e ft, 
and f in a lly  in to  the ' swamp of 
indifference. We can say w ith ­
out the least exaggeration, th a t 
the B r it is h  Communist P a rty  has

become a p o litica l th rough fa re  
and th a t i t  re ta ins  its  influence 
only w ith  th a t section o f the pro­
le ta r ia t w h ich  has been fo rc ib ly  
pushed to its  side by the decom­
position o f both cap ita lism  and 
reform ism .

A long w ith  the new prin ted  o r­
gan you have a t you r disposal a 

hectographed (exce llen tly  hecto- 
graphed !) bu lle tin , ‘The Commun­
is t. ’ I t  would be extrem ely de­
sirable to devote the  greatest 
possible space in  th is  pub lica tion  
to the exam ination o f the  po licy 
of the B r it is h  Com m unist P a rty  
along the lines ind ica ted above, 
and also to the discussion o f con­
trove rs ia l questions w ith in  the 
L e ft Opposition itse lf. W h ile  per­
s is ten tly  s tr iv in g  to  w iden ou r 
influence among the w orkers, we 

m ust a t the  same tim e  make i t  a 
po in t to w o rk  fo r  the theore tica l 
and po litica l education o f our 
own ranks. We have a long and 
laborious road in  f ro n t  o f us. 
F o r th is  we need f irs t - la s s  cadres.

W ith  a l l  m y heart I  w ish  you 
success.

— LE O N  TR O TS K Y . 
P rink ipo , 19th o f M ay, 1933.

P I C N I C
Annual Midsummer Picnic & Outing 

Sports, Games, Refreshments—  
Good Time for A ll

B rin g  you r Friends and Comrades 
SUNDAY, JULY 23, 1933 

at Tibbetts Brook Park 
Plot No. 3

D irec tions : Take I .  R. T.— Wood- 
lawn-Jerom e tra in  to la s t stop 
— then take bus and street car 

to P icn ic Grounds
Auspices : N. Y. B ranch— C. ‘ L . A. 
(O pposition) and Protomagia Club 
- - - - - - - * * - * * * - * * a a a a a a a a

Fascists Kill Young
W o r k e r  in
Astoria L.l.

New York, N. Y.—-W hile  bourge­
ois democratic Am erica ha iled Gen­
era l Balbo, representative o f the 
f irs t  Fascist state, the la test em­
bryonic Fascis t organ ization ¡th|e 
K h a k i S h irts  o f Am erica was prov­
ing its  k insh ip  to  the B lack and 
B row n S h irts  o f I ta ly  and Germany 
by the m urder o f Anton io F ierro , 
a w o rk ing  class student o f C ity  
College, New York.

The m urder took place a t a meet­
ing  of K h a k i S h irts  held in  A storia , 
Long Is land, on F rida y  last. When 
some workers and students in  the 
audience questioned the statements 
made by the speakers a general 
a ttack  was launched against them. 
One o f the K h k i S h irts  drew a re­
vo lver and shot young Antonio 
F ierro .

Though the m urderer is known to 
the au thorities  he has no t been 
arrested, bu t instead tw o  of the 
anti-Fascists who were present are 
held by the police. They are Athos 
Terzan i charged w ith  f irs t  dgeree 
m urder and M ichael Palumbo, 
charged w ith  felonious assault.

The In te rn a tio n a l Labor Defense 
which is hand ling  the defense of 
the fram e-up workers is  also press­
in g  fo r the a rrest o f the rea l m ur­
derer. F u ll support o f the I .  L . D. 
in  th is  case is the duty o f a l l w o rk ­
ers.

The m urder in  New Y ork  by the 
K h a k i S h irts  is in  line  w ith  th e ir  
provocative actions elsewhere, pa r­
t ic u la r ly  in  Philadelph ia , w h ich 
apparently is th e ir  headquarters. 
W ith  the ta c it  approval of “ la w  
and order” , they d irec t th e ir  f irs t  
efforts against the “ Reds” .

The h is to ry  o f s im ila r organiza­
tions such as the “ Nazis”  w h ich  
started  out as “ an ti-M a rx is t”  and 
ended up w ith  the destruction o f a l l 
fo rm s, o f workers’ organizations 
m ust be driven home and used in  
the b u ild in g  of a un ited fro n t 
of a l l labor m anifestation o f nasc­
ent Fascism in  America.

NAZIS LAUNCH NEW  
ATROCITY CAMPAIGN 

AGAINST WORKERS
Leipzig, Germany.— In  the last 

few  days, a new wave o f persecu­
tion  has swept the c ity , especially 
since the proscrip tion o f the S. P. 
G. In  the streets, a ll those wearing 
corduroy jackets are ha lted and 
the jackets confiscated as im per­
m issible “ un ifo rm  appare l” . The 
same holds true  fo r  the blue linen 
sh irts  fo rm erly  w orn  by the  So­
c ia lis t Youth.

B u t the Nazis are no t con­
cerned on ly w ith  c lo th ing. The 
strong d is tr ibu tion  o f m ate ria l from  
a ll organizations has aroused in  
them  a b lind  w ra th . Consequent­
ly , a t the unemployment reg is try  
offices, a l l the unemployed have 
been forced to undergo thorough 
examinations. W orkers are also! 
stopped a rb it ra r ily  in  the streets. 
On the m orrow  of the proscrip tion  
of the S. P. G. the fo rm er social 
democratic fac to ry  councillers in  
many o f the b ig  concerns were pu t 
under a rrest (Borggold, Stoehr, 
e tc.).

The new a troc ities can be ex­
plained on ly by the fac t th a t the 
fig h tin g  s p ir it  o f the Le ipzig  w ork­
ers precisely has held on longer 
and more f irm ly  than elsewhere. In  
many factories, the NSBO (N azi 
fac to ry  ce lls) d id  not succeed in  
ge tting  more than one o r tw o  mem­
bers.

The C- P. spreads a great deal of 
mimeographed m ateria l. O rgani­
za tiona lly , however, i t  has been 
g rea tly  weakened, since even among 

'th e  local leaders there were a num ­
ber of stool-pigeons. P o litica lly , 
m ost o f the rem aining members 
liv e  on the hope o f a revo lu tion in  
the fa l l  or the w in te r. There are 
some, to be sure, who come to us 
and s a y : “ You were r ig h t” . The 
sentiment among the S. P. G. w o rk­
ers is especially encouraging. They 
completely renounce the past and 
look fo r  new roads. W e have re ­
gistered good advances, created new 
positions fo r  ourselves and d is tr i­
buted our m a te ria l very w e ll. Among 
others, a t an im portan t m etal fac­
to ry . We hope, through close col­
labora tion  w ith  other groups, to 
increase and extend our w o rk  here 
fo r  the new Communist party .

H ITLE R  PREPARES “SUIC IDES” 
FOR COMRADE TORGLER 

AND TH E  BULGARIAN  
COMMUNISTS

Berlin, Germany— The t r ia l  on 
the “ arson”  a ttem pt against the 
Reichstag has been postponed sev­
e ra l times. The m ysterious Van 
der Lubbe is designated as the 
ch ie f defendant, comrades Torg ler, 
Popoff, D im itro ff and Taneoff are 
named as being “ suspected” . Those 
who are rea lly  responsible fo r  it ,  
Goering and Co., are w o rk ing  on 
new provocations.

Slavery Provisions 
Exposed in Code 
for Steel Industry

The fierce a ttack upon the liv in g way they w i l l  amount to even less.
The Fascist government keeps on 

postponing the t r ia l  and is a ttem pt­
ing even to suppress i t  altogether. 
The ja ile d  Communists are sub­
m itted  to to rtrue . I t  is  quite ap­
parent th a t “suicides” are being 
planned fo r  the inconvenient “ c r i­
m ina ls” .

The^ whole in te rna tiona l w o rk ing  
class m ust enter in to  a broad and 
serious protest action against the 
planned m urder o f comrades T o rg ­
ler, Popoff, D im itro ff and Taneoff!

HOW N A ZI “PA C IFISM ” 
LOOKS IN  PRACTICE

From  a sm all tow n in  Thuring ia , 
we receive the fo llow ing  news, 
w h ich  throw s a sharp lig h t on the 
“ peace w o rk ”  of the loud-mouthed 
A d o lf : In  th is  place there is  a great 
watch fac to ry  which a t one tim e 
employed thousands of workers. The 
watch fac to ry  was closed down 
completely. I t  has been trans fo rm ­
ed now fo r  the production o f hand- 
granade ign ite rs, ,  employs 2000 
workers and works a t fu l l  speed! 
Comment is superfluous.

standard o f the workers, w h ich  the 
Am erican cap ita lis ts  are m aking 
under the cover of Roosevelt’s In ­
du s tria l Recovery Act, becomes 
more openly v icious w ith  each new 
code. In  the mealy-mouthed hypo- 
ericy of the proposed steel code, 
the robber barons of the steel in ­
dustry  make clear th e ir in ten tion  of 
tak ing  th e ir  r ig h t fu l places a t the 
head o f the ca p ita lis t offensive. 
A fte r the Cossack te rro rism  of the 
Great Steel S trike  in  1919, and the 
consistent b ru ta lity  w ith  which a ll 
attem pts to unionize the steel m ills  
have been pu t down, no th ing  less 
could be expected o f the barons 
than th is  code.

In  the code “ m in im um ”  hourly- 
wages range from  25 to 40 cents 
fo r  d iffe ren t te rr ito ries . Assuming 
workers are employed a fu l l  40 
hours a week, th is  means wages 
o f from  10 to  16 dollars a week. 
Since the do lla r is down 25 per­
cent and more on the in te rna tiona l 
exchange and prices are skyrocket­
ing, these wages at present rea lly  
are w o rth  from  $7.50 to $12, and 
when in fla tio n  rea lly  gets under

Spartacus Delegates Raise Internat'l 
Issues at Youth Anti-Fascist M eet

The Youth Conference against the way o f a l l S ta lin is t m isca rri- 
W ar and Fascism which m et las t ages. I ts  ony effect w i l l  be in  
Sunday, J u ly  16 a t the Church o f fu r th e r confusing the workers, 
a ll Nations was called by a long | A ga inst th is, the L e ft Opposition

w il l  continue to  figh t w ith  the 
weapon o f Le n in is t c la rifica tion .

lis t  o f organizations, p r im a rily  the 
Young Communist League and its  
aux ilia ries. The Sunday m eeting 
was to prepare fo r  an in te rna tiona l 
conference of youth, in  Paris, la te  
th is  summer. About seventy dele­
gates, composed in  the largest pa rt 
of young Communists representing 
Y. C. L . un its, I .  W . O. you th  un its  
and the like, appeared. The W ar 
Resisters League, a group of m il i­
tan t pacifists, the Lovestoneite 
youth, the N a tiona l Student League 
and the Spartacus Y ou th  Club also 
sent delegates.

The only d isplay of enthusiasm 
at the conference took place when 
the members of the Spartacus Youth 
Club, attempted to read the state­
ment prin ted  below, comrade Carter 
was allowed three minutes, a fte r 
a protracted period o f disorder, in  
wh ich to read the statement. When 
another comrade attempted to com­
plete the reading o f the statement, 
a vote was passed fo rb idd ing  it .

I t  is s ign ificant th a t the Y. C. L.- 
ers who ran the conference refused 
an answer to the several times re­
peated question o f the b ru ta l tre a t­
ment accorded to delegates o f the 
In te rn a tion a l L e ft Opposition a t 
the P aris Anti-Fascis t Congress th is  
past June. A  repo rt of the Paris 
Congress was the m ajor, and only, 
report on Fascism, a t the Sunday 
conference. Yet we were called 
“ d isrupters” , and “ out o f order” , 
fo r questioning and fo r  condemn­
ing the treatm ent o f our comrades 
at the P aris meet.

L it t le  can be expected o f th is  
conference and its  customary deci­
sions fo r work, ju s t as l i t t le  can 
be expected of any o f the numerous 
an ti-w a r conferences th a t the S tal­
in is ts  have conceived. Undoubted­
ly  it ,  as w e ll as the in te rna tiona l 
conference s t i l l  to be held, w i l l  go

Statement of the Spartacus Youth 
Club, N. Y. (Communist Left Op­
position) to Youth Congress 
Against War and Fascism—New 
York, July 16th, 1933.
You have assembled to  organize 

a united movement in  support o f 
the W o rld  Youth Congress against 
W ar and Fascism to be held in  
Paris, August 4th, 5th, and 6th. 
W hat is the basis fo r  the Congress? 
Under w hat program  w i l l  the move­
ment be launched.

To understand th is  you should 
recall the Barbusse A n ti-W a r Con­
gress held in  Am sterdam  last A u g -1 
ust. Led by a number of in d iv id ­
uals, so-called an ti-w a r fighters, 
divorced fro m  the mass organiza­
tions of the w ork ing  class, the con­
gress was a fiasco. The Am erican 
Committee fo r  the Struggle Against 
W ar has been liv in g  a paper ex is t­
ence since then. Last month an 
Anti-Fascis t Congress was held in  
Paris. Was discussion on the tasks 
in  the struggle against Fascism per­
m itted? H a rd ly . The most vicious 
physical a ttacks took place against 
members o f the In te rna tiona l L e ft 
Opposition who came as delegates 
from  w ork ing  class organizations 
of Spain, Belgium , Greece, Poland, 
S w itzerland Germany, I ta ly , H un­
gary and France. Those who fo r 
the past few  years fought fo r  the 
correct program  against Fascism in  
Germany were barred from  the 
Congress, beaten up and ejected. A ll 
true fighters against the Fascist 
movement m ust vehemently con­
demn such conduct as absolutely 
de trim enta l to the struggle against 
Fascism.

In  New Y ork  several attem pts 
______ (Continued on Page 4)

The steel workers sha ll not have a 
standard of liv in g ; they sha ll have 
a standard of starvation.

Publicity to Steel Baron’s 
“Generosity”

R ig h t now the cap ita lis t press is 
g iv ing  a ll possible pub lic ity  to  the 
generosity of the steel bosses in 
gran ting  a 15 percent raise to the ir 
workers before the code goes in to  
effect. B u t the flunkey journa lis ts  
care fu lly  fo rge t tha t th is  15 percent 
wage increase is wiped out and 
more than wiped ou t by the rise 
in  liv jn g  costs. The proposed code 
shows how strangely the clo th ing of 
lib e ra lity  s its on the shoulders of 
the steel barons.

The code fixes the w o rk  week at 
fo r ty  hours. B u t there is a crue l 
t r ic k  in  the provision lim it in g  
hours. The code reads: “ None of 
the members of the code sha ll cause 
or pe rm it an employee to w o rk  on 
average of more than forty hours 
per week in any six month period”.

There is absolutely no l im it  set to 
the number o f hours a w orker may 
be forced to w o rk  in  any single 
week. The code perm its the steel 
m anufacturers to  d rive  the ir w o rk­
ers e igh ty  hours a week fo r  three 
months, and then to th row  the 
workers on the street fo r the next 
s ix  months. B y  th is  treacherous 
provision the steel code puts a pre­
m ium upon seasonal unemployment 
coupled w ith  the longest possible 
w ork week. E very advantage the 
workers can ga in from  the shorter 
w ork week is stolen from  them ; 
every hardsh ip o f irre g u la r employ­
ment forced upon them.

The Right to Organize?
F ina lly , w ha t about the r ig h t to 

organize, the great g i f t  the A. F. L. 
fakers c la im  is granted by the In ­
du s tria l Recovery Act? A rtic le  IV , 
Section 1 of the code states: “ T ha t 
no employee and no one seeking 
w ork sha ll be required to jo in  any 
company union, o r to re fra in  from  
jo in ing , organizing o r assisting a 
labor union o f his own choosing.”  
So fa r, a l l is  o rtho do x :

“ I t  is  the belief o f the Ind us try  
th a t the method o f collective bar­
ga in ing set fo r th  in  such plans 
(Employee Representation P lans) 
provides fo r  a day to day ad just­
ment o f a ll m atters re la ting  to the
employment o f employees___th a t
such princip les should be maintain­
ed and th a t the righ ts  o f the em­
ployee's and members o f the Indus­
t r y  to  bargain co llective ly through 
representatives elected o r appoint­
ed in  accordance w ith  such plans 
without interference, restraint or 
coercion of any sort should be pre­
served and protected.”

The so-called “ Employee Repre­
sentation P lan”  provides fo r  the 
election o f representatives by the 
workers, but “ such nominations and 
elections sha ll be held on the pre­
mises u f  the employer”  These re­
presentatives sha ll settle differences 
between the workers and the em­
ployer by “co llective bargain ing^ 
w ith  representatives of the em­
ployer, bu t in  case the representa­
tives cannot agree, “ procedure fo r  
appeal sha ll be m aintained—i f  nec­
essary, to  the head o f such em­
ployer, responsible fo r  the manage­
ment o f the business o f such em­
ployer.”  In  o ther words the Em ­
ployee Representation P lan”  is a 
company union, set-up simon-pure 
and foolproof, having its  elections 
under absolute contro l of the boss,

(Continued on Page 4)

Left Opposition A ctive in Toronto A n t i-N a zi M e et
Toronto, Canada.—The L e ft Op­

position was the las t contingent in  
the b ig  anti-Fascist parade on 
Tuesday, J u ly  12, and followed d ir ­
ectly behind the “ o ffic ia l”  L e ft w ing 
and Communist organizations.

Ove.r 150 w o rke rs----- members,
sympathizers and friends ra llie d  
behind our big masthead “ The In ­
te rna tiona l L e ft Opposition of Can­
ada.”  Th is banner, in  the centre 
of which was a big hammer and 
sickle, was carried  by two young 
g ir l comrades, one o f the Spartacus 
Youth Club and the other o f the 
Y. C. L.

L. O. Slogans in Parade
As ou r contingent swung off, our 

comrades boomed out the In te rn a ­
tional. Then fo llowed a flow  of 
revo lu tionary songs, “ The Red 
F lag” , S o lid a rity  Forever” , “ The 
Red A rm y M arch”  etc. As we came 
up Spadina to Queen St., the w o rk ­
ers lin in g  the streets applauded and 
cheered. As the m arch proceeded, 
the enthusiasm and s p ir it  o f our 
comrads rose s t i l l  higher, and soon 
were shouting out the slogans o f 
our banners, a ll o f  w h ich breathed 
the s p ir it  o f In te rn a tion a l Solidar­
i ty  and class struggle. “ Free the 
Scottsboro Boys” , “ Long L ive  the'

In te rn a tion a l S o lid a rity  o f the 
W ork ing  class” , “ Free a ll the Class 
W ar Prisoners” , “ Down w ith  Sec­
tion  98” , “ Freedom fo r  Chen Du 
Siu and Andres N in ” , “ F orw ard  to 
V ic to ry  Under the Banner^of Lenin 
and T ro tsky ” , etc., etc.

We swung in to  Queen P ark  to 
the enthusiastic tune of the In te r­
national. As our contingent pro­
ceeded to th e ir  station, they again 
shouted out the slogans of our pro­
m inent banners. When the S ta lin ­
ists as i f  to rep ly  to us, shouted 
“ Long L ive  the C. P. o f Canada,”  
we jo ined in  the loud unison. Then 
in  order to reveal our id e n tity  
our comrades im m ediate ly pealed 
out, “ Long L ive  the L e ft Opposi­
tio n ” , “ F orw ard to V ic to ry  under 
the Banner of Lenin and T ro tsky .”

The speakers representing every 
tendency in  the labor movement ad­
dressed the big  crowd fro m  3 p la t­
form s. As comrade Spector took 
the p la tfo rm  we again shouted out 
the slogans o f our banners am idst 
the general applause o f the crowd. 
The same was repeated when com­
rade MacDonald stood up on a sec­
ond p la tform .

The L e ft  Opposition were active 
pa rtic ipan ts  and organizers o f the

greatest and most m ilita n t labor 
demonstration since 1919, were able 
to show the workers the strength 
o f its  ideas, the enthusiasm and 
idealism  o f its  banner-bearers, and 
the general g row th of ou r move­
ment. The m il ita n t  character o f 
our pa rtic ip a tion  and banners, has 
already brought incitem ents and 
threats against us as w e ll as the 
other revo lu tionary groups. W e 
quote from  The Toronto Telegram, 
Ju ly  13: “ Noth ing is more ca l­
culated to persuade .Torontoans 
th a t H it le r  was r ig h t than the pre­
sence in  the Toronto dem onstration 
o f banners ca rry ing  such slogans 
as, “ V ic to ry  under the Banner o f 
T ro tsky” , “ We demand the abo li­
tion  of Section 98” , and “ Hands 
off the Young Communist League", 
----- Unless “ V ic to ry  under the ban­
ner o f Lenin and T ro tsky ”  and 
Hands off the Young Communist 
League”  do not mean the advocacy 
o f revo lu tion, the Eng lish  language 
has los t its  meaning.”  The ed it­
o r ia l calls upon the police to take 
action.

W hat do the S ta lin is ts  say to the 
above? Is  th is  another un ited 
f ro n t between T ro tsky and the 
burgeois press? __q .
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The Columbus Conference
1. The Background of the Unemployed Movement

The Columbus Conference can be 
properly understod on ly in  the lig h t 
o f a ll past experience o f the unem­
ploym ent movement. Pour years 
o f economic collapse have no t ro lled 
by w ith ou t leaving th e ir  m ark. As 
a m atter of fact, i t  ra d ica lly  chang­
ed the whole physiognomy o f the 
labo r movement. Trade union o r­
ganization, w h ich never did reach 
any great proportions, dim inished 
in  size and unemployed organiza­
tions g radua lly  grew up and de­
veloped.

A t the beginning o f the “ depres­
sion” , whatever organization o f the 
unemployed was done resulted 
through the a c tiv ity  of the Com­
m un ist party . The leadership of 
the socia list p a rty  was s t i l l  groggy 
from  an overdose o f “ p rosperity”  
and the A. F. Of L . bureaucracy 
was busy helping Hoover cover up 
the existence o f the crisis. A  tru ly  
golden opportun ity  here presented 
its e lf  to the Communists of bu ild ­
ing  up a m ighty nation-w ide un­
employed movement such as m igh t 
th row  te rro r in to  the hearts o f the 
bourgeoisie. Here also was the op­
p o rtu n ity  of cu ttin g  away the base 
o f social reform ism . B u t S talin ism  
is not rated fo r its  accomplish­
ments ; defeats and set-backs are 
the ru le  th a t S talin ism  works by, 
and the p a rty ’s course du ring  th is  
en tire  period is ce rta in ly  no excep­
tion  to  th is  rule.

A m idst such splendid poss ib ilit­
ies, the pa rty  was weighed down 
w ith  the S ta lin is t “ th ird  period”  
thesis, out o f w h ich  flowed the 
ru inous theories and tactics tha t 
were guaranteed to b ring  about the 
iso la tion  o f the Communist party. 
Since the “ th ird  period”  called fo r  
a “ revo lu tionary upsurge”  and th is  
un fo rtuna te ly  d id  not exist— and 
in  fac t does not yet ex is t in  spite 
o f the fa c t th a t the C. I .  has fo r 
the second tim e recently declared 
w ith  great solem nity th a t “ cap ita l­
is t  s tab iliza tion  has ended” — the 
revo lu tiona ry  upsurge had to be 
manufactured. The “ figh t fo r  the 
streets”  was inaugurated and de­
m onstrations of unemployed organ­
ized fo r th a t purpose. Somehow i t  
d id  not occur to anyone to ask 
w hat the pa rty  would do w ith  the 
streets a fte r i t  had captured them 
— in  the “ th ird  period”  th is  would 
have been sheer heresy. Instead 
of organizing the unemployed around 
th e ir  im m ediate demands, the ab­
s tra c t slogan o f “ W ork o r Wages”  
was shouted to the fou r winds. 
The w rite r , who was active in  o r­
ganiz ing the unemployed in  M il­
waukee a t th a t tim e and, together 
w ith  others, began to lay  some em­
phasis on the immediate needs of 
the unemployed instead o f spending 
h is tim e exto lling  the Chinese So­
viets. Together w ith  his associates 
he was hailed before a meeting o f 
th  D is tr ic t Committee and a ll were 
condemned as “ Economists” .*
. The pa rty  was out fo r  “ independ­

ent leadership” . The pa rty  would 
have noth ing to do w ith  “ social 
Fascists” . The pa rty  m ust “ figh t 
fo r  the streets” . The pa rty  must 
organize “ revo lu tionary trade un­
ions” . Th is was sure ly the road 
to  success— did not the p a rty  set 
in to  m otion some m illion-and- 
a -h a lf unemployed on the firs t 
M arch 6th? (See the D a ily  W orker) 
The he ight of th is  fever was reach­
ed when B row der thundered out 
a m anifesto to the Am erican w o rk­
ing  class to fo llow  the example of 
the Arkansas farmers, storm  ware­
houses, and help themselves.

B u t somehow no response came 
to th is  swashbuckling ca ll to arms 
and i t  was no t long before the 
same hand o f B row der w ro te an­
other a rtic le  in  the same D a ily  
W orker Of a d irec tly  opposite na­
tu re  and th is  w ith o u t even a word 
o f explanation. Whereas the firs t 
decree had instructed the workers 
to seize the food warehouses fo r  
themselves, the second a rtic le  gave 
to  understand th a t the rea l job of 
th  Unemployed Councils was to 
make the Am erican w ork ing class 
“ soup-conscious” , i. e., to begin con­
cen tra ting  on the immediate needs 
o f the unemployed. Naive people 
scratched th e ir  heads in  amazement 
and m arvelled a t th is  sudden 
change.
Unemployment Councils Decompose

The whole secret lay  in  the fact 
th a t in  th a t period the Unemployed 
Councils, w h ich had a t f irs t experi­
enced a re la tive ly  rap id  growth, 
had now begun to decompose at an 
equally rap id  pace, precisely be­

cause they could not be kept to ­
gether on the basis o f abstract 
slogans. In  fact, the demonstra­
tions, w h ich had been the s tim u­
la n t adm inistered to keep them 
alive, had begun very seriously to 
decline in  size and generally to 
fizzle out. Hence the zigzag.

M eanwhile the Unemployed Coun­
c ils  were the on ly organizations in  
the field. The S. P. was s t i l l  b liss­
fu lly  ob liv ious to its  own possib il­
ities  a/id the depth o f the crisis had 
no t been reached where spontane­
ous organizations would come in to  
existence. B u t the in a b ility  o f the 
p a rty  to adapt its e lf to  the needs 
o f the moment, as w e ll as the deep­
ening o f the crisis, a t length be­
gan to make th e ir  way in to  the con­
sciousness of the Am erican re form ­
ists. The fa ilu re  of the Commun­
is ts  served to encourage the S. P. 
and i t  began to  organize its  own 
unemployed movement. The Muste 
group, not to be outdone, began to  
organize its  unemployed organiza­
tions. S t il l another s tra tum  o f un­
employed organizations came in to  
existence, organized on a self-help 
o r ba rte r basis, o f w h ich the o rig ­
in a l C a lifo rn ia  ca rro t-p u llin g  o r­
ganization is typ ica l.

B u t as the c ris is  deepened, even 
these se lf-he lp  organizations began

to change th e ir  complexion and in ­
ev itab ly  g rav ita ted  in  the direction 
o f class struggle.

By th is  tim e, the Unemployed 
Councils had draw n up several so­
c ia l insurance b ills , the f irs t  one 
demanding tw enty-five do lla rs a 
week fo r  the unemployed, and the 
others g radua lly  going low er and 
lower. Hunger marches on Wash­
ington and state capita ls were o r­
ganized which a t firs t, as long as 
they served to dram atize certain 
campaigns, aroused the country to 
the b ru ta lity  o f the cris is, but 
la te r began to peter out, due . to 
senseless repetition. To ob ta in  the 
actual num erica l streng th  of the 
Unemployed Councils over th is  
period is impossible. The D a ily  
W orker is not famous fo r modesty 
and tru th fu lness.

Need of U n ity
G radua lly  these various organiza­

tions developed and gre\v up side 
by side and a leve lling  process set 
in. The most rad ica l, i. e., the 
Unemployed Councils, got out of 
the dizzy heights o f the “ T h ird  
Period”  and began to pay some 
a tten tion  to the .needs of the un­
employed. In  fact, the center of 
th e ir en tire  a c tiv ity  became the 
figh t fo r  re lie f. On the other hand, 
the se lf-he lp  organizations were 
driven to the w a ll and had to re­
sort to  the same activ ities as were 
conducted by the Unemployed 
C ounc ils ; th a t is, eviction ac tiv ity , 
tu rn in g  on gas and e lec tric ity , etc., 
etc. So tha t, a t the beginning of 
th is  ygnr, aside from  the spontane­
ous organizations, p ra c tica lly  every 
po litica l group had its  own unem­
ployed organization, each carry ing  
on p ra c tica lly  the same a c tiv ity  
and having p ra c tica lly  the same 
program. And gradua lly  the thought 
o f u n ity  began to develop—the 
thought of u n itin g  a ll unemployed 
organizations in to  one.

Another golden opportun ity  here 
presented its e lf to the Communist 
pa rty— and another golden oppor­
tu n ity  was missed. A t  th is  point, 
“ the united fro n t from  below”  hung 
like  a m ills tone around the neck 
o f the party , w ith  the burocrats 
keeping v ig ila n t guard lest anyone 
should seek to  loosen it .  When 
the thought of u n ity  took on con­
crete .form , i t  was not the S ta lin ­
is t leadership th a t concretized i t  
but on the con tra ry  the re form ist, 
K a r l -Borders, o f the Chicago S. P. 
who had b u ilt  up a large unem­
ployed movement of considerable 
influence. I t  was th is  W orkers ’ 
Committee, together w ith  the W ork­
ers’ League, th a t met last fa l l  and 
began to ta lk  in  concrete term s of 
federation. O f course, K a r l B o r­
ders had an axe to  grind . A  fed­
eration of unemployed organiza­
tions w h ich would exclude the U n­
employed Councils would be quite 
acceptable to M r. Borders. In  a 
federation of th is  sort, the S. P. 
could easily take the leadership 
and thereby capture the contro l of 
add itiona l unemployed organiza­
tions. As fo r  the W orkers’ League 
— well, th a t is a sm all organization 
which could be easily disposed of. 
So thought M r. Borders. B ut, as 
the canny Scot would ' have it ,  
“ There is many a s lip  ‘tw ix t  the 
cup synd the lip ” . And, in  th is  
case, the cup was rudely dashed 
out o f Borders’ hands.

The Chicago Conference
The ca ll fo r  the Chicago Con­

ference o f Unemployed Organiza­
tions was very plain-spoken. The 
.conference was to achieve un ity , 
but the Unemployed Councils were 
to be le ft out. No organized voice 
o f protest was heard from  the 
rank and file  o f B order’s organiza­
tion  against th is  perfidious arrange­
ment. W hat made i t  possible fo r  
Borders to proceed in  th is  manner 
w ith  im pun ity  was the pas t’ ac tiv ­
ity  of the Unemployed Councils 
along the lines o f “ un ited fro n t 
from  below”  previously commented 
upon in  the M ilita n t.

,As the day of the conference ap­
proached, the Chicago Branch of 
the L e ft Opposition addressed a 
le tte r to the C. P. asking fo r  a L e ft 
w ing bloc to figh t fo r  a m ilita n t 
po licy in  the conference. The only 
group th a t came in to  th is  confer­
ence w ith  a c lear-cut program  of 
u n ity  through federation was the 
L e ft Opposition and before the 
conference adjourned our position 
was adopted in  the main.

From  the po in t o f view  o f num ­
erica l attendance, the conference 
was no great success. B u t i t  was 
thoroughly representative, and in  
tha t lay its  importance. L ite ra lly , 
a ll shades o f po litica l thought were 
represented through the medium of 
the delegates from  the various 
unemployed organizations which 
they had b u ilt up. I t  was, how­
ever, very uncerta in  a t the begin­
ning as to  which p o lit ic a l current 
would predominate.

L e ft W ing Scores V ic to ry
iThe f irs t  ba ttle  of th is  conference 

was around the question of seating 
the Unemployed Council delegates. 
A fte r a heated debate, a vote was 
taken and the L e ft w ing  scored its  
f irs t v ic to ry , w h ich  ind ica ted the 
general possib ilities. From  then 
on, the conference began s low ly  but 
surely to  s lip  from  the hands o f 
M r. Borders, and the L e ft w ing 
position grew stronger and strong­
er. The S talin ists, who had come 
uncerta in even o f being seated, be­
came arrogant and attempted to 
hog the entire  conference. Only 
through the utm ost exertion o f the 
L e ft Opposition were the d iffe r­
ences between the various L e ft 
w ing  groups bridged and unan im ity  
established on the sa lien t points of 
policy.

The L e ft w ing  emerged v ic to r i­
ous from  th is  conference. Out of 
th is  conference grew the N ationa l

Lessons of the Leninist United Front Tactic
(Continued from  las t issue) 

A N O T H E R  SO -CALLED 
U N IT E D  FRO NT

In  the hey-day of the “ un ited 
fro n t from  below”  tjhe S ta lin is t 
called many united fro n t confer­
ences, sending ca lls  to a ll organ i­
zations under th e ir  ideological and 
mechanical con tro l and asking a ll 
other workers to  break w ith  th e ir 
leadership and jo in  the “ united 
fro n t” . The T. U. U. L. and the 
I. L. D., the W'. I .  R. and the f r a t ­
ernal organizations, as w e ll as any 
A  F. L . local where the L e ft w ing 
was strong enough to send a de­
legate, received a ca ll.

The delegates a t the conference, 
no m atte r how many paper organ i­
zation:* o r rea l organizations they 
represented, represented one p o lit i­
cal current ; S ta lin ism — w ith  the ex­
ception of the L e ft Opposition which 
was always kicked out the door, 
and several s tray  delegates who 
ran the gaun tle t by accident. Month 
in  and month out the same organ i­
zations sent delegates to the “ u n i­
ted fron ts ” . Each tim e the confer­
ence ended w ith  the S ta lin ists 
capturing themselves, through the 
‘un ited fro n t from  below.”

The united fro n t is a tac tic  of 
un iting , in  tem porary agreement, 
d iffe rent organizations, and d iffe r­
ent p o litica l tendencies. To ca ll 
togther several organizations under 
socia lis t p a rty  contro l is  not a u n i­
ted fro n t, any more than the ca lling  
together o f those organizations un­
der S ta lin is t contro l constitutes a 
united fro n t. U n ited fro n t action 
must be between organizations, but 
a t the same tim e m ust embrace 
more than one p o lit ic a l current. 
Each po litica l current entering 
the un ited fro n t is expected to ra lly  
those organizations and forces i t  
has contro l over.

The Mooney Congress held in

Chicago in  May, w ith  abou t tw o  
dozen po litica l tendencies; and the 
Unemployment Conference held in  
Chicago in  June, w ith  fifteen po li­
t ic a l tendencies— are f irs t steps to ­
ward the Le n in is t U n ited F ron t 
action. However, the num ber o f 
workers pu t in  m otion and no t the 
number of po litica l tendencies is 
decisive.
T H E  U N IT E D  FR O N T AS 
A  M A N E U V E R

The reform ists say th a t the com­
m unists are insincere and th a t the 
ca ll fo r  a un ited fro n t is a maneu­
ver. I f  th is  is so then the re fo rm ­
ists have nothing to w o rry  about 
because i f  the Communists ca ll a 
united fro n t upon such a flim sy 
foundation, the Communists and 
not the reform ists w i l l  lose. O f 
course the united fro n t ta c tic  or 
rather, the re jection of the united 
fro n t tac tic  by Salinism has played 
in to  the hands o f the reform ists, 
but in  the main th is  is m erely an 
excuse o f the re form ists to avoid 
tak ing pa rt in  the un ited fron t.

On the other hand, one m ust not 
take the word maneuver in  too na r­
row  a sense. I f  by maneuver one 
means a tr ic k  than we are op­
posed to a maneuver, b u t the fac t 
remains tha t every move of any 
m ilita ry  o r po litica l force is a man­
euver. In  th is  la tte r  sense, every 
united fro n t action, like  a l l other 
po litica l actions, is a maneuver. 
The th in g  fo r the revo lu tion is t and 
honest w orker to find ou t is :  Is  i t  
a correct maneuver, one th a t bene­
fits  the w ork ing class— or a false 
maneuver?
NON-AGGRESSION PACTS

The reform ists and opportunists 
and misleaders w i l l  prevent a u n i­
ted f ro n t as long as possible, but 
once more the mass pressure and 
conditions force them to make a 
move tow ard  the un ited fro n t they

im m ediate ly a ttem pt to  set up  cer­
ta in  provisions which w i l l  guaran­
tee them from  the “ evils o f expos­
ure” . One of th e ir  favo rite  means 
is to  a ttem pt to fo rm  a “ non-ag­
gression”  pact w ith  the others pa r­
t ic ip a tin g  in  the un ited fro n t. They 
demand th a t w h ile  the un ited fro n t 
is conducted, the organizations 
should re fra in  fro m  c r it ic iz in g  
each other. I f  one agrees to re­
fra in  from  po litica l c ritic ism , then 
the misleaders are sure they w il l  
be able to  re ta in  th e ir con tro l and 
w i l l  not be exposed in  action fo r  
th e ir tra ito rous  acts. Anyone who 
agrees to re fra in  from  c ritic ism  
du ring  un ited fro n t ac tion  fo r­
sakes one o f the basic conditions 
of the Len in is t un ited fro n t. The 
r ig h t o f m in o rity  expression and 
p o lit ic a l c ritic ism  m ust be guaran­
teed a t a l l times. Only fakers 
would ask fo r  such a pact and 
onljT foo ls and S ta lin is ts  would 
agree to such pacts. Stainism, like  
the social democracy, has its  own 
crimes to cover up.

In  the las t several years in  Ger­
many, w h ile  Fasicsm was m arching 
fo rw a rd  w ith  rap id  strides, w h ile  
S talin ism  was In its  “ th ird  period” , 
the social dem ocratic betrayers 
were rendered the greatest h istori. 
cal service possible by the S ta lin ­
is t united fro n t from  below. JVhen 
over the threshold o f state power 
Fascism gained, and was already 
and th e  pressure from  below made 
the social democratic leaders offer 
the Communists a un ited fron t, but 
w ith  the “ non-aggression”  clause, 
the Q. I.  statement and answer 
agreed to re fra in  from  c ritic ism . 
Again, fo llo w in g  the “ un ited fro n t 
from  below” , the agreement to re­
fra in  from  c ritic ism  rendered so­
c ia l c|emocracy more service. Th is 
was repeated a t the Mooney Con­
gress j n  Chicago by the S talin ists. 

1 (T o  be continued)

Fderation o f W orkers’ Leagues of 
America. The na tiona l committee 
of th is  federation represents a ll 
shades of unemployed organiza­
tions as dominated by the philoso­
phies of the various po litica l groups. 
The end of the conference, w h ich  
revealed a decisive L e ft w ing 
m a jo rity , was so d is taste fu l to  M r. 
Borders, th a t he refused to enter 
the na tiona l committee and sub­
sequently w ithdrew  his organiza­
tions from  the Federation. A ll of 
th is  because he was a fra id  to  be 
in  the m inority .

The results of the Chicago Con­
ference were en tire ly  unexpected 
by the S ta lin is t leadership of the 
Unemployed Councils. They came 
in  w ith  no po licy  and were forced 
along the course proposed by the 
Le ft Opposition. In  p riva te  con­
versation a t Columbus, Benjam in 
openly adm itted th a t the national 
committee of the Unemployed Coun­
cils had not the s lightest idea th a t 
a federation would emerge ou t of 
the Chicago conference. “ Had we 
known w hat would happen,”  he 
stated, “ I  would have been there, 
A m ter would have been there, and 
other leaders of the Unemployed 
Councils.”  For once a t ru th fu l ad­
mission. B ut also a dam ning ad­
mission. For in  m aking the above 
statement, B en jam in u n w itt in g ly  
adm itted the fa c t th a t in  re a lity  
the “ general s ta ff” , th a t is  the 
p a rty  burocracy, is asleep a t the 
sw itch, and in  spite o f the fac t 
th a t “ cap ita lis t s tab iliza tion  has 
ended”  fo r  the second time, s t i l l  
w oefu lly c lu tch ing  a t the ta i l  of 
the unempoyed movement.

The Unemployed Council dele­
gates who had attended the 
Chicago conference therefore had 
no ins tructions from  New Y ork  and 
partic ipa ted in  the conference in  
a hand-to-m outh fashion. Conse­
quently, they com m itted a m istake 
which to the bureaucracy was be­
yond forgiveness— they on ly suc­
ceeded in  ge tting  two representa­
tives on the na tiona l committee of 
the federa tion ! Ostensibly, the 
Unemployed Council leadership, 
through the D a ily  W orker, hailed 
the Chicago conference as a great 
success and were no t a t a ll bashful 
in  c la im ing the Federation as th e ir  
own leg itim ate  ch ild . B u t ac tua l­
ly  something else was happening. 
“ W lia t?  !”  m ust have thundered 
the New Y ork  burocrats, . “ You did 
not capture a m a jo rity  o f the na­
tiona l committee o f the Federa­
tion? ! Don’t  you know better than 
tha t? A  fig fo r  the Federation 
when we don’t  con tro l i t ! ”

Q uan tity  Becomes Q ua lity
From  the very s tart, the S ta lin ­

ists frowned on the Federation. In  
spite of the fa c t th a t the Unem­
ployed Councils were members o f 
th is  Federation, they d id  not bestir 
themselves greatly to b ring  in  other 
organizations. To w ith d ra w  from  
the Federation would have meant 
to step openly in  the footsteps o f 
Borders and thus lose prestige, so 
they decided to stay in  the Federa­
tion  and k i l l  i t  from  w ith in . B u t 
how? Here, the great incubator 
o f ideas, E a rl Browder, fin a lly  tum ­
bled upon a very lik e ly  scheme. 
He suddenly remembered tha t 
Muste had also called fo r  a u n ity  
conference in  Columbus. So nego­
tia tions were started w ith  the “ L e ft 
social Fascist”  Muste. And w hy 
not? Is  Muste any worse than 
Cook, H icks, and Purcell? I f  he 
is, then he certa in ly  cannot be 
worse than Chiang Kai-Shek, whom 
Brow der knew in  the past ra the r 
too in tim atey.

And so i t  came to pass th a t on 
a fine day in  June, B row der came 
to Chicago and suflered h im self to 
appear before the na tiona l com m it­
tee o f the Federation. Said the 
om inscient one to the na tiona l com­
m ittee : “ F rank ly , we are no t satis­
fied w ith  the Federation. Here we 
are, t£e biggest unemployed organL

Hathaway Speaks 
on United Front 

in Brownsville
New York, N. Y.— C. A. H a tha ­

way, ed itor o f the D a ily  W orker, 
gave another of his famous lec­
tures in  B row nsv ille  a week ago. 
•This tim e the subject was to  be 
the N a tiona l In d u s tr ia l Recovery 
Act. The lectu rer was going along 
at a fine pace fo r  about one hour 
when suddenly he found h im se lf in  
the dread fu l un ited fro n t business 
once more. And here th is  great 
apostle of S ta lin ism  could not re­
s tra in  h im se lf frm  castirig a few 
slanders a t the Leljit Opposition, 
and comrade T ro tsky. He to ld  the 
workers tha t the renegade T ro tsky 
wanted on ly a un ited f ro n t  from  
above, and th a t the “ T ro tsky is ts ”  
to ld  the workers th a t they m ust 
not a ttack the leaders o f the social­
is t pa rty . I t  appears th a t the 
Hathaways w i l l  stoop to any level 
in  order to foo l the w orkers in to  
believing th a t T ro tsky  is a counter­
revo lu tionary. iW hat a shameless 
l i e !

When and where has the L e ft 
Opposition ever said th a t we m ust 
un ite  on ly from  above?— and th a t 
we m ust not a ttack  the leaders? 
“ The T ro tsky is ts  w ant us to go to 
the doors o f H i l lq u it  and Thomas 
and knock, and in  th is  manner they, 
the T rotskyists, th in k  they w i l l  
fo rm  a un ited fro n t.”

A t  a D is tr ic t membership meeting 
of thq Y. C. L. where he attem pted 
to c la r ify  the pa rty  un ited fro n t 
policy, i t  was th is  same H athaw ay 
who got up and in  a mass o f dram ­
atic  gestures boasted so loud ly  of 
the fac t th a t “ yesterday comrade 
Stachel, and m yself went to  v is it 
A . J. Muste and we got h im  to  ac­
cept ,our un ited fro n t in v ita tio n .”  
And did  comrade H a thaw ay forget? 
“ We called up Norman Thomas and 
he agreed to b ring  up our in v ita ­
tion  to the N ationa l Committee of 
the Socialist P a rty .”

Then there was s t i l l  the question 
and (a new policy in  the Hathaw ay 
lectures.) discussion period. And 
lo and .behold the same inc ident to 
even a greater extent then a t the 
D is tr ic t membership m eeting o f the 
Y. C. L. The questions were a ll o f 
a “ T ro tsky ite ”  nature, causing com­
rade H athaw ay to get very angry 
as he remarked, p ick ing  up the 
large bundle o f questions, " I  th in k

zation, and on ly  have a p a ltry  two 
representatives on th is  national 
committee. W hat we w ant is un­
ity . In  order to  achieve u n ity  wte 
propose th a t you agree to  elect a 
committee o f five, le t the Unem­
ployed Councils elect a committee 
of five, and the Columbus confer­
ences also a committee of five, and 
th is  committee o f fifteen w i l l  a r­
range a u n ity  conference in  Wash­
ington a t the tim e th a t Congress 
opens and a t th a t tim e merge a ll 
unemployed organizations in to  one. 
Then we’l l  present one common 
fro n t to the cap ita lis t government.”  
Such open-hearted frankness was 
so unexpected by the non-S ta lin is t 
members of the committee th a t fo r  
a moment they lost th e ir  bearings 
and almost fe ll in to  the  trap . B u t 
fo rtuna te ly  a  few  more experienced 
members “ came from  M issouri”  and 
remained unmoved by B row der’s 
eloquence. So they voted against 
the proposition as la id  down by 
Browder and, in  spite of the ou t­
raged protestations o f innocence on 
the p a rt o f the S talin ists, decided 
to  po ll the en tire  committee on th is  
question. — NO RM AN S A TIR .

(T o  be continued) ]

th a t the workers o f Brownsvill|e 
should be interested in  the N a tion­
al Recovery Act, bu t instead they 
seem to be more interested in  T ro t­
sky and the un ited fro n t.”

So comrade H athaw ay has caught 
the workers of B row nsv ille  a t a 
very serious crim e. The workers 
were in q u ir in g  “ how was i t  th a t 
H it le r  took power w ith  such an 
enormous and w e ll tra ined  Commun­
is t on hand to  lead the w o rk ing  
class” ? This is one o f the many 
questions th a t Hathaw ay chose not 
to answer. The d iscip le of S ta lin  
was surprised again when du ring  
the discussion period a sympath­
izer to the L e ft Opposition rose and 
spoke on the un ited fro n t. The 
S ta lin is t chairm an attempted to s it 
the speaker down, but the protest 
from  the workers was so great th a t 
the speaker was allowed to con­
tinue and he exposed the false pol­
icies of the S ta lin ists, o f «sbcial- 
Fascism, un ited fro n t “ on ly from  
below” , etc.

I t  looks as though the more the 
S ta lin is ts  speak on Germany the 
more clear becomes the position of 
the L. O. — H. G.

Stalinist Slugger Beats 

Left Oppositionist
B rooklyn , N . Y.— Continuing a 

policy of using th e ir  fis ts when 
th e ir  heads ceased to supply argu­
ments, leading Y. C. L. members re­
sort to the method o f physica l v io l­
ence against L e ft Oppositionists.

On F rida y  n igh t, Ju ly  14, a fte r 
an open-air meeting held by the 
L e ft Opposition in  B row nsv ille  had 
ended and the comrades had le ft, 
comrade Joe E ll io t t  was attacked in  
fro n t of the P arkw ay cafeteria. The 
S ta lin is ts  previously made attem pts 
to  provoke him . A1 Dasch, func­
tion a ry  o^ the B row nsv ille  section, 
notorious as a re tired  pug ilis t, ‘hard 
guy’, and T ro tsky-ba ite r, shouted 
o u t : “ These T ro tsky is ts  m ust be 
driven out of B ro w n sv ille !”

Comrade E ll io t t  rep lied : “ I ’l l  
leave when the workers o f B row n­
sv ille  w ant me to leave,”  and tu rn ­
ed away. A1 Dasch swung viciously 
a t E ll io t t  and dealt h im  several 
blows, in ju r in g  h is eye.

M any o f the workers present pro­
tested against th is  procedure and 
loud ly voiced th e ir  opinions, pro­
m ising to bring  th is  m atte r up at 
the Section headquarters. To some 
o f the others th is  “ educational”  
w o rk  o f Dasch, who is a member 
o f the Section “ A g it-p rop”  was con­
sidered in  line  w ith  the “ New 
T u rn ”  though not ou tlined in  the 
famous Open Le tte r.

Several Y. C. L . members expres­
sed th e ir  ind igna tion  by saying th a t 
they would go themselves to the 
Section and b ring  charges against 
Dasc]j. In  the meantime the Sec­
tion  has not uttered a word on the 
m a tte r ; by its  very silence i t  is 
condoning and encouraging gang­
sterism  and strong-arm  methods. 
The system of S ta lin ism  promises 
advancement and functionaries ’ 
positions by plenty o f use o f the 
fis t and no th ing o f the head.

— J. S.

C H I C A G O  B E A C H  P A R T Y  
A t Rescue and the Lake 

SUNDAY, J U L Y  23, 1933, 2 P M
(M eet a t home of Esther O iler, 

631 ,W. Rosooe Ave.)
— Refreshments Singing, Games— 

Come E a rly  and E n joy Festiv ities 
Auspices: Spartacus Youth Club

A ll  comrades i sending in  news ac­
counts and artic les  fo r  pub lica tion  
in  the M ilita n t are requested to 
repared typed copy, trip le  spaced.

^ P

Ohio State Jobless Confab
Flag Waving Patriots - Muste7s Supporters

O H IO  CO NVENTIO N EXPOSES 
R E A C TIO N  IN  M USTE 
B U IL T  LEAGUES

Columbus, Ohio.— We were re­
ceived a t the Columbus Convention 
on- J u ly  1st by a “ w orkers”  pa tro l, 
m arked w ith  arm-bands, armed 
w ith  clubs and hdaded by one “ Joe 
Gershner” , whom T ruax , president 
of the Ohio Unemployed League, 
saw f i t  to pub lic ly  characterize on 
the last day o f the* na tiona l con­
vention as a “ stool-pigeon, organ­
izer o f strike-breakers and com­
pany thugs” . I t  was not u n t il the 
th ird  day o f the convention, a ftd r 
incom ing fra te rn a l and out-o f-town 
delegates had protested vigorously 
against these armed “ guards”  tha t 
the clubs disappeared; and w ith  
the exception of a few passing 
words about a “ disguised na tiona l 
guard”  not one pub lic  word was 
said in  protest, u n t il the las t day 
of the convention, and then only 
to the Ohio Caucus.

The firs t session began w ith  the 
endorsement o f slates presented by 
the state office, etc., and continu­
ed w ith  reports fro m  county dele­
gations as to local conditions. K a r l 
Pauli, S. P. member spoke on the 
Continenta l Congress. Truppo spoke 
on the e. P. sponsored Sm all Home 
and Land Owners Federation. A r ­
nold Johnson spoke as representa­
tive  o f the C. P. L. A . and organizer 
o f thu O. U. L., m ention ing un ited 
fro n t, action w ith  Unemployed 
Councils through state federation. 
Clowe, chairm an o f the F ra n k lin  
County League, in  wh ich Columbus 
is situated, jum ps to p la tfo rm  and 
demands to know w hether o r not 
the Councils respect the “ S ta r and 
Stripes” . Preis of Toledo follows, 
a ttem pting to defend the councils 
and exp la in  the w ork ing  class a t t i ­
tude towards “ the flag” . H e is in te r- 
rilp ted  by a th rea ten ing r io t, cries 
o f “ Stop h im !” , “C a ll the police” , 
“ Make h im  take th a t ba ck !”  and 
a charge on the p la tfo rm  o f about 
one-fourth those present. Num er­
ous members o f th is  “ workers 
guard”  took pa rt in  th is  demon­
s tra tion . F ortuna te ly  there was a 
fence between the audience and th e : 
p la tfo rm , w h ich  stemmed the rush 
long enough to le t the Musteites 
Johnson and Bauhof smooth the 
s itua tion  over w ith  words.

B u t the s itua tion  was s t i l l  tense 
enough when Perkins o f F ra n k lin  
Coupty, in troduced the m o tio n : 
T ha t the fo llow ing  be inserted in  
the Preamble o f the O. U. L .—  
“ The Stars and Stripes forever. 
Wh£n they’re righ it We’l l  uphold 

! the m ; when they’re w rong we’l l  
i figh t them” . T ha t no one dared to 
object to. Th is was passed before 
Ben Sm ith o f F ra n k lin  County., 
urged the crowd to re tu rn  to th e ir 
seats saying th a t the O. U. L . was 
not organized “ under the red flag 
but as a 100 percent Am erican o r­
ganization” , and pacified them w ith  
words about “ d iplom acy” .

W ith  such a s ta rt i t  was hard 
to expect much from  th is  conven­
tion. A nd i t  is  sign ificant th a t the 
leaders o f th is  non-Class-conscious 
gang (to  be m ild ) came m ostly 
from  F ra n k lin  County, in  w h ich the 
Columbus office of the O. U. L . is 
located and where we should nor­
m a lly  expect the most progressive 
elements to be, I F  the M usteite 
leaders o f the O. U. L. had rea lly  
fo llowed a w o rk ing  class organiza­
tion a l and educational policy.

— N.

Declaration of L. O .  at 
Columbus Conference
TO A L L  D E LE G A TE S  TO T H E
N A T IO N A L  U N E M P LO Y M E N T 

CONFERENCE
B ro ther delegates:

The passing of the In d u s tr ia l Re­
covery A ct by the Roosevelt govern­
ment is the most far-reach ing a t­
tack on the w o rk ing  class. Th is 
A c t is a d irec t a ttack against the 
unemployed.

C apita lis t c h a rity  and unemploy­
ment “ emergency re lie f”  has proven 
inadequate and has come to  a break­
down. The cap ita lis ts  realize tha t 
they w i l l  have to spend hundreds 
o f m illions of do lla rs next w in te r 
in  order to  keep the 18 m illio n  un­
employed in  submission. Hence the 
Recovery Act.

T h is  Recovery law  is  an attem pt 
on the p a rt o f the cap ita lis ts  to 
side-step socia l insurance. They 
have passed codes in  various in ­
dustries precisely fo r  the purpose 
of establishing a un iversal stagger 
system in  order to absorb some of 
the unemployed in to  in du s try  a t a 
s ta rva tion  wage. The 3 b illio n  dol­
la r  program  of public and manu­
facturers. W orkers h ired fo r  th is  
public w orks program  w i l l  be paid 
in  in fla ted currency, which w i l l  not 
suffice fo r  the barest necessities of 
life . T h is  is m erely another fo rm  
o f forced labor w h ich  the cap ita l­
ists w i l l  in s titu te  in  the place of 
social insurance.

The In d u s tr ia l Contro l L a w  es­
tablishes a fo rm  of state cap ita lism  
and is calculated to  save the ro tten 
and decayed cap ita lis t s truc tu re  by 
thd e lim ina tion  o f sm all producers, 
the organization o f cartels, the out­
law ing  o f strikes, the establishing 
o f a class co llabora tion m achinery 
to hamper the development o f class 
struggle organizations and the s h ift­
ing  o f thd en tire  burden o f the 
cris is upon the w o rk ing  class. B y 
in s titu tin g  these measures and re­
ducing the  Cost o f production, the 
Am erican cap ita lis ts  hope to be in  
a position where they w i l l  bd able 
to bette r compete on the w orld  
m arket.

A  determ ined strugg le  m ust be 
wagdd by the en tire  w o rk ing  class

against the effects o f th is  cap ita l­
is t offensive in  the fo rm  of the 
Recovery Act. The unemployed have 
a special pa rt in  th is  struggle. 
Fellow  delegates :

The present economic cris is  is 
here to stay. I t  is a na tu ra l devel­
opment o f capita lism . Increasing 
unemployment and low er re la tive  
wages, greater m isery and increas­
ed pauperization are a ll na tu ra l 
products of the present decaying 
system. The cap ita lis ts  have no 
solution fo r the present crisis. T he ir 
present scheme o f the partnersh ip  
of indus try  and government w i l l  no 
more solve the problem than a ll 
th e ir previous plans. The only real 
and permanent solution to a l l the 
m ispry created by th is  planless sys­
tem of production is the pro le ta rian  
revo lution. F o r the w o rk ing  class 
to r id  its e lf fo r  a l l tim e of the 
present conditions i t  is necessary 
to uproot cap ita lism  and rejilace i t  
by a socia list planned system o f 
production fo r  use.

Toward the achievement o f th is  
goal i t  is necessary firs t of a ll to 
pu t the w ork ing  class in  m otion 
in  a s trugg le  fo r  its  im m ediate 
needs. T h is  conference m ust adopt 
a program o f action fo r  the s trug­
gle fo r  these im m ediate demands. 
In  addition to loca l demands, the 
Communist League of Am erica (L e ft  
Opposition) proposes to the confer­
ence the consideration and adoption 
o f the fo llow ing  concrete slogans 
and organ izationa l steps:

1. For im mediate re lie f and so­
c ia l insurance a t the expense 
of the bosses and th e ir  gov­
ernment.

2. For the 6-hour day, 5-day 
week w ith  an increase in  
wages.

3. F igh t fo r  h igher wages and 
increased re lie f to cpmbat in ­
flation.

4. F o r the recognition o f and 
the extension o f long-term

credits to the Soviet Union.
To a tta in  the necessary strength 

to struggle fo r  these demands we 
propose the fo llow ing  organ ization­
a l steps:.

1. The application o f the un ited 
fro n t tac tic  as a means o f u n ify ­
ing  the various unemployed organ­
izations (Unemployed Leagues, U n­
employed Councils, W o r k e r s '  
Leagues, etc., etc.) should be pu t 
in to  effect. In  th is  un ited fro n t 
each organization reta ins its  o r­
ganizational independence, re fra ins  
from  slander and personal a ttack 
against each other, bu t m ainta ins 
the r ig h t o f m in o rity  expression 
and freedom o f c ritic ism . Under 
no circumstance can any un ited 
fro n t exclude or bar any unem­
ployed organization from  pa rtic ip a ­
tion. Should the leadership o f any 
unemployed organization attem pt to 
prevent the en try  o f its  organiza­
tion  in to  the united fron t, continued 
efforts must be made to b rin g  them 
in to  the un ited fron t.

2. The Columbus Conference is 
the second national conference held 
th is  year. The Chicago Conference 
of June 13-15, called by the W o rk ­
ers’ Committee on Unemployed and 
the W orkers’ League, has estab­
lished a N ationa l Unemployed Fed­
eration of W orkers’ Leagues, to 
which are already a ffilia ted  the 
largest unemployed organizations 
in  the country. Th is Federation 
stands fo r  the un ifica tion  o f the un­
employed movement and is  opposed 
to any d iscrim ina tion  against race, 
color, creed or p o lit ic a l opinion.

O f a l l the organizations th a t par­
tic ipated in  the conference, endors­
ed the program  and voted fo r  the 
Federation— such organizations as 
the Unemployed Leagues, W orkers’ 
Committee, W o rke rs ’ League, and 
Uenmpioyed Councils —  on ly the 
Borders leadership o f the Workers* 
Committee has tr ied  to s p lit the 
Federation.
i The most im portan t task o f the 

Columbus Conference is un ifica tion  
w ith  the N ationa l Unemployed Fed' 
eration.

3. Th is Conference m ust go on 
record favo ring  a ffilia tio n  to the 
N ationa l Federation. T h is  w i l l  be 
the greatest step in  the d irection  
o f establishing u n ity  in  the unem­
ployed movement on a national 
scale.

4. O ur objective should be the 
amalgamation o f a ll the unemployed 
organizations in to  one. T h is  can 
be accomplished only a fte r the 
various unemployed groups learn 
how to w ork together in  a un ited 
fro n t o r federation w h ich  a t f irs t 
gB es each p a rtic ip a ting  organiza­
tion  organ izationa l autonomy. This 
course must be fo llow ed because 
amalgamation is a fa r  more ad­
vanced step than a ffilia tio n  to the 
N ationa l Unemployment Federation.

5. F ina lly , efforts m ust be d ir ­
ected towards the un ifica tion  of 
the strugg le of the unemployed 
workers w ith  th a t o f the employed 
and in  cooperation w ith  a l l  w o rk ­
in g  class organizations.
Ju ly  3rd, 1933.

U N EM PLO YED  O R G A N IZA T IO N  
FR ACTIO N , CO M M UN IST 

LE A G U E  OF A M E R IC A  
(L E F T  O PPO SIT IO N )

OPEN A IR  M E E TIN G S  
FOR N E W  Y O R K  

M anha ttan : 7 th  St. and 2nd Ave.
every Thursday n ig h t 6 P. M. 
86th S treet and Lexington Ave., 
every F rid a y  n ig h t 6 P. M. 

H a rlem : 125th St., and 5th Avenue, 
every Saturday n igh t 8 P. M. 

B ro n x : 163rd Stredt and Prospect 
Ave., every Sat. n ig h t 8 P. M. 

B rook lyn : P itk in  Ave. and B r is to l 
St. (B row nsv ille ) F r id a y  n ig h t
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The Death of Com. Klara Zetkin
The death o f K la ra  Z e tk in  re­

moves fro m  the revo lu tiona ry  labor 
movement one o f th a t d im in ish ing  
hand fu l o f tru e  founders o f the 
Communist In te rn a tion a l s t i l l  le f t  in  
its  ranks. M ore than h a lf a cen­
tu ry  o f undiv ided devotion to  the 
cause of w o rk ing  class freedom  
la y  behind the g reat m ilita n t whose 
las t pub lic  act was her appearance 
a few  months ago in  B e rlin  to  pre­
side, as senior member, over the 
la s t session o f the W eim ar Reich­
stag before its  d isso lu tion by those 
same sna rling  brutes in  brow n 
sh irts  whom she compelled to lis te n  
to  the eloquent defiance o f a tongue 
w h ich  proclaim ed the inevitab le  
revo lu tion  in  Germany.

Born more than seventy-five years 
ago, on Ju ly  5, 1857, K la ra  Z e tk in  
became a soc ia lis t a t the tim e the 
Iro n  Chancellor launched the not. 
orious E xceptional Laws against 
the social dem ocratic movement. 
H e r a c tiv ity  in  the p a rty  no t on ly 
began w ith  its  heroic period, bu t 
un like  most o f her contemporaries, 
she carried fo rw a rd  the best o f the 
tra d itu fh  of those days th roughut 
the  r<»4 o f her life .

K la ra  Z e tk in— Women’s Leader 

F o r more than a quarte r o f a

A  Historical Appreciation 
of the Great Woman 

Revolutionist
ery and reaction who were ready 
to  speak and act fo r  in te rna tiona l­
ism, bu t among them  was to be 
found the already ag ing bu t tire less 
German revo lu tion is t. A t  th a t 
tim e, i t  is true, she d id  no t ye t 
stand on the side o f the Bolsheviks. 
The la tte r ’s delegates to  the Berne 
Conference, Inessa A rm and and N. 
K . K rupskaya, were the isolated 
extreme L e ft w ing, whose resolu­
tion  to  the Conference, edited by 
Lenin, was overw helm ingly rejected 
because i t  pu t the question o f the 
break w ith  a l l pa trio ts  and Cen­
tr is ts , in  the sharpest and m ost un­
m istakable manner. Not even Zet­
k in  was a t th a t tim e prepared to 
consummate the rup tu re . B u t even 
though Lenin subm itted the am big­
uous and hesitan t decisions o f Berne 
to an acrid  c ritic ism , the Confer­
ence was nevertheless the f irs t  E u r­
opean milestone along th a t road, 
m arked la te r on by Z im m erw ald 
and K ien tha l, w h ich  led d irec tly  
to  the founding o f the Communist 
In te rn a tio n a l in  Moscow in  A p r i l 
1919.

The firs t years o f the Russian 
revo lu tion  and the Communist In-

century, her name was p ro m in e n tly ; te rna tiona l undoubtedly m arked the 
associated th roughout the Socia list h igh  w a te r m ark o f K la ra  Z e tk in ’s 
w o rld  w ith  the movement to  w in  , development and a c tiv ity . The 
the w o rk ing  class woman to  the  great  period o f storm y revo lu tion - 
standard o f revo lu tion . To her, a ry  q00(j  brought ou t a ll th a t was 
more than to  any other single force, best and most positive in  the Com- 

the c re d it fo r  the r ic h  edu- m unist  leaders of the tim e. De­
spite her years, she pu t a t the d is­
posal o f the German and in te rna ­
tional. movements those ta lents 
which distinguished her. A  fe rv id  
temperament, a s incerity  o f devo­
tion, kept a live  in  her a lum inous 
flame w h ich  dimmed only towards 
the last. A n abyss lay between 
her a>*d th a t legion o f others, fa w n ­
ing careerists and stock-m arket 
revo lutionists, who came to  
Com intern in  its  early  years

goes
cationa l and c u ltu ra l w o rk  among 
p ro le ta rian  women w h ich  was car­
ried  on fo r  decades in  Germany. 
V ir tu a lly  by her own efforts, she 
founded the socia list women’s per­
iod ica l G le ichhe it (E q u a lity )  and 
edited i t  un in te rrup ted ly  from  1892 
to  1917, when the social pa trio ts  
sum m arily  removed her fro m  the 
jo u rn a l w h ich  had become synony­
mous w ith  her own name I f  a 
socia lis t woman’s movement came 
in to  existence in  Germany, d is tinc t 
and separate from  the fe m in is t and 
other bourgeois movements, i t  was 
in  no sm all measure due to  the un­
re m itt in g  labors o f her bra in , her 
pen, her tongue. L i t t le  wonder 
then th a t the Executive Committee 
o f the Communist In te rn a tion a l, 
a fte r  its  foundation , confided to  her 
the d irec tion  o f Com m unist a c tiv ­
ity  among the w o rk ing  women 
th rughou t the world .

H e r activ ities , however, were not 
confined to  th is  specific fie ld. K la ra  
Z e tk in  was a p a rty  woman, above 
everyth ing. And in  the pa rty , she 
stood unw avering ly  on the side o f 
th a t sm all band o f w a rr io rs  who 
constituted the M arx ian  group fro m  
the very  outset, of the in te rn a l 
struggle. She stood elbow to e l­
bow w ith  the L e ft  w ing of Rosa 
Luxem burg and F ranz M ehring in  
th e ir  figh t, made in  common w ith  
K au tsky, up to  a certa in  po in t, 
against the rev is ion is t program  o f 
Bernstein , Dav.^d and WhiCh
fin a lly  devoured Rebel's pa rty . 
And even when Parvus tu rned g ra in  
and m un itions agent fo r  the House 
o f Hohenzollern du rin g  the w ar, 
and K au tsky effected h is  touching 
conc ilia tion  w ith  Bernstein. K la ra  
Z e tk in  remained w ith  the now re­
duced group o f M arx is ts  who de­
fended p ro le ta rian  in te rna tiona lism  
by deeds, w h ile  others were d row n­
in g  i t  in  fra tr ic id a l blood or else

H e r g if t  o f o ra to ry, w arm  w ith  
a r ic h  in sp ir in g  prose, was no t a l­
ways combined w ith  the q u a lity  o f 
profound and o rig in a l p o litica l 
th in k in g . In  th is  respect, she had 
leaned very heavily  upon the  s tu rd ­
ie r and sure r Rosa Luxem burg 
th roughout the years before and 
du ring  the w o rld  w ar. The p o lit ­
ica l firmness and strength w h ich  
she gained from  th is  heavy associa­
tion  d id  not, un fo rtuna te ly , grow  
in  the years th a t fo llowed.

The young Communist P a rty  o f 
Germany was c rue lly  deprived o f 
its  centra l s ta ff im m ediate ly a fte r 
the war. L e ft  w ith o u t the g ifted  
b ra in  o f Luxem burg, the popu lar 
and tireless revo lu tiona ry  s p ir it  of 
Liehknecht, the organ iz ing ta lents 
o f Tychko, the leadership o f the 
pa rty  slipped by de fau lt in to  the 
hands o f an in fe r io r  s tra tum  o f the 
Spartacans, whose qua lities  were 
not exactly enhanced by the  accre­
tion  o f the m otley L e ft w ing  th a t 
jo ined i t  a fte r the s p littin g  o f the 
Independent Socia lists a t Ha lle . 
She who had once, draw n her 
strength from  the wells o f a Luxem ­
burg, now turned to Paul Levi, who 
proved to be more sk illed  in  the 
collection o f ra re  po tte ry  than in  
the leadership o f a revo lu tiona ry  
pa rty . In  the p a rty  cris is  th a t 
fo llowed the luckless “ M arch A c­
tio n ”  in  1921, Z e tk in  marched a t 
Lev i’s heels together w ith  the 
group o f Daeumig, Brass and the 
others who fin a lly  w ent back w ith  
Lev i to  the social democracy. W ith  
Levi, too, she balked a t Len in ’s 
struggle against G. Serra ti, whose 
fa ta l a ttitud e  in  the Ita lia n  Social­
is t p a rty  impeded so m arkedly the 
development o f a mass Communist 
p a rty  fo r  the sake o f u n ity  w ith  a 
coterie o f shrewd opportunists. 
S till,  un like  both Lev i and Serra ti, 
she never broke w ith  the In te rn a ­
tion a l and a fte r each cris is , w ith  
her position increasing ly comprom­
ised, she was to  be found in  its  
ranks.

In  tak in g  her position in  the  in -  
the s truc tive  in te rn a l disputes o f the 
like  Comintern, K la ra  Z e tk in  d id  not,

so many tou ris ts  and soon le ft  i t  a la s ! always d is tingu ish  between 
to  w r ite  apologies fo r  th e ir  mo- the revo lu tiona ry  L e ft  w ing  and the 
m entary abberation. adven tu ris t o r in fa n tile  u ltra -L e ft.

The Legend o f the 'Red N a z i’
O f la te  there have been num er­

ous reports o f the arrests o f op- 
posittional Nazi«— in  F ra n k fo rt a. 
M. several hundred m utin ied  and 
are supposed to  have sung the 
“ In te rn a tio n a l”  in  the course o f the 
t i f f ; in  Bautzen 72 Nazis had to be 
transfe rred and in  B erlin -C ha rlo t- 
tenburg 20 men were in terned in  
the barracks on General Pape 
Strct^, etc. The la test re jx trt speaks 
of the a rrest of the 4 h igh Nazi 
officers in  B e rlin  and o f th e ir  tra n s ­
fe r to  a concentration camp.

In  the ranks o f those who are 
prophesying the im m ediate collapse 
o f Fascism in  Germany, both in  the 
Com intern and its  sections as w e ll 
as in  the social democracy, these 
incidents o f rebellion among the 
Nazis n re  in te rpre ted as symptoms 
o f im pending d is in tegra tion . A fte r  
a l l th e ir  hopes had fled, a fte r  the 
labor organizations had been de­
stroyed, the trade unions— even 
those under the C h ris tian  firm  
shield— “ equalized” , the  Stahlhelm , 
the N a tion a l F ron t, the Center pro­
scribed— a fte r a ll th is, a l l  bureau­

g iv in g  i t  suffic ient fo rm a l acknow l- c ra ts  who s t i l l  cannot realize w hat 
•edgment to  enable them  (a ll’ the  has happened o r why, set a l l  th e ir 
m ore easily to continue a ttack ing  hopes on a rebellion among
SpartaCus.

Opposed the Social Patriots
The solemn decisions on the ques­

tion  o f im p e ria lis t w a r adopted by 
the Congresses o f the Socia list In ­
te rna tion a l and o f the  German 
P a rty  retained th e ir  significance fo r  
her even a fte r A ugust 4, 1914.
Standing a t the head of the W uert- 
te rm erg p a rty  organization, together 
w ith  Crispien and Westmeyer, she 
vehemently opposed the treacherous 
action  o f the Reichstag fra c tio n  
in  vo ting  fo r  w a r cred its, and de­
manded th a t i t  adhere to the de­
cisions of the In te rn a tion a l. N or 
d id  she rest content w ith  a fo rm a l 
gesture. When Rosa Luxem burg 
and F ranz M ehring issued the f irs t  
number o f D ie  In te rn a tion a le  in  
A p r i l 1915, de live ring  those crush­
in g  blows a t chauvin ists and K a u t-  
skyans alike, the name o f K la ra  
Z e tk in  was to be found on th is  ro l l 
o f honor together w ith  K a rsk i, 
Jogi'sches, Tha lhe im er and the other 
in te rna tiona lis ts  who subsequently 
founded the Spartakusbund. L ike  
Rosa and countless others, she was 
th row n  in to  prison du ring  the w ar, 
to  thg g reat re lie f o f the K a iser’s 
socialists. A n  ille g a lly  d is tribu ted  
Spartacus leafle t o f tha t tim e com­
memorated the con trast between 
the tw o  camps in  the social dem. 

.ocracy by show ing three p ic tu res : 
Rosa Luxem burg and K la ra  Zet­
k in , each in  he r prison ce ll fo r 
a n ti-w a r a c tiv ity , and Scheidemann, 
Noske, D av id  and o ther socia l-im ­
pe ria lis ts  photographed a t a dis. 
creet distance behind the fro n t, 
fra te rn iz in g  w ith  a rm y  officers in  
f ro n t  o f th e ir  q u a rte rs ; the p ic­
tu res were eloquent enough w ith o u t 
comment— nor d id  the lea fle t sup. 
p ly  them  w ith  any.

To K la ra  Z e tk in  fa lls  the  d is tinc ­
tion  o f having in it ia te d  the  f irs t 
successful In te rn a tio n a l socia list 
conference a fte r the outbreak o f 
the w a r and the collapse o f the Sec­
ond In te rn a tion a l. Upon her own 
responsib ility , the in te rna tiona l so­
c ia lis t women’s conference was con­
vened in  Berne, Sw itzerland, in  
M arch 1915, w ith  representatives 
from  a l l  the  im p o rta n t be lligerents 
on both sides. There were no t 
many in  those b lack days o f treach-

the
mercenary troops of Fascism.
Conflict in S. A. Ranks Expected

That, a fte r the seizure o f power, 
the re  would be and had to be con­
flic ts  between H it le r  and the lower 
layers o f his fo llow ing— th is  was 
predicted long in  advance and is 
on ly to  be expected. F o r certa in  
groups the seizure o f power by H i t ­
le r was very profitable, namely, to  
a l l those who were placed in  the 
state and adm in is tra tive  apparatus 
and in  o ther functions and posts.

Despite a ll an ti-Jew ish  and an ti- 
M a rx is t incitem ent, despite d is­
charg ing and “ equalization” , there 
are nevertheless s tra ta  in  the Fasc

ler, one S. A . rebellion fo llow ed an­
other, so th a t the  C. P. G. and the 
S. P. G. fo r  years never stopped 
shouting about the “ increasing dis­
in te g ra tion  of the Nazis.”  A nd at 
tha t, these rebellions were never 
re a lly  more than scfandals and 
t iffs  between “ c rim ina ls ”  and “ loy_ 
a lites ”  who came in to  the  S. A. in  
bands and were often lu red by H i t ­
le r on sa lary bases. T h is  accumu­
la tion  o f an ti-soc ia l and lumpen- 
p ro le ta rian  elements was con front­
ed w ith  the S. S. ( Schutz-Staff el, 
defensive corps) as the socia lly and 
p o lit ic a lly  reliab le , picked guard—  
w hich did  no t con tribu te  to ra is ing  
the morale among the S. A . (S torm  
Troops, offensive corps). Today 
the S. S. is a so rt o f m ilita ry  police 
and is rigo rous ly  u tilized  against 
Storm Troops.

N a tu ra lly  the d is illus ionm ent o f 
the Nazis who rebel today is much 
stronger than heretofore, when i t  
was s t i l l  possible to  find  consola­
tion  and cause fo r  self-negation in  
a l l sorts of promises. B u t in  the 
m eantime the H it le r  d ic ta to rsh ip  
has become more and more en­
trenched.

A l l  opposition parties and organ i­
zations have been liqu ida ted and 
the rebellions o f the dissatisfied 
Nazis s im p ly  have to evaporate 
in to  em pty space fo r  the tim e being. 
O r else— crash down in  the face 
of resistance fro m  the satia ted 
s tra ta  in  the Fascist camp, in  whose 
hands the means o f power are con­
centrated.

No Faith in  S. A. Mutinies
I t  would be an erro r, w ith  d is­

astrous consequences to fo llow , to  
p u t g reat hopes and expectations 
today upon the S. A. m utin ies or 
even to see in  these elements tru s t­
w o rthy  allies. The p ro le ta r ia t is 
faced today w ith  a d iffe ren t ques.

ist Camp who cannot be satisfied, tion, namely, that of a new gath
above a ll, those low er ran k  S. A. 
(S torm  Troop) men who in  the 
past number o f months lived  fr6m  
pu re ly  c rim in a l th e ft and plunder 
a t house ra ids and in  the course of 
m aking arersts. B u t p illa g ing  can­
not be. carried  on inde fin ite ly  and 
even the anti-Jew ish boycott does 
not suffice to sa tia te  a ll the hungry 
peasant sons and pe tty  bourgeois.

F o r a period o f tim e  they can be 
used as a u x ilia ry  police o r a u x il i­
a ry  border guards, etc., bu t only 
fo r  a defin ite period o f tim e and 
only in  a lim ite d  capacity. The 
rest of the S. A. men, on the other 
hand are subjected to  da ily  d r i l l  
and to  the drab l i fe  o f the bar­
racks court. B u t they do not fa il 
to  see how th e ir  upper “ p a rty  com. 
rades”  feed on fa t  l i t t le  posts, ride 
th rough the streets glam orously in  
elegant autos— and they w an t th e ir  
share o f the booty.

There in  lies the elem entary ex­
p lanation fo r  the  S. A. m utin ies 
today: they are the  wage s trikes of 
employed reta iners and cou ld be 
overcome fo r  a period o f tim e, i f  
the m utinous hordes were once 
again le t loose on exp rop ria tion  ac­
t iv it ie s  against Jews and M arx is ts . 
B u t even in  th is  respect on ly the 
leanest meat remains, the fa t  has 
ben Chewed off long ago, fo r  the 
most part.

Mussolini Also Shot Adherents
A t any ra te the  phenomenon is  

no t unknown. M usso lin i also had 
his adherents shot upon a fte r his

ering o f forces and the fo rm ation  
o f new revo lu tiona ry  cadres from  
the various camps o f the w o rk ing  
class.

This process o f c la rifica tio n  and 
of regroupm ent m ust in  no case be 
hampered by a re v iva l o f the old 
S ta lin is t legend o f the “ revo lu tion­
a ry  S. A. m an”  and o f the “ b ro th ­
e rly  hand”  (to  the “ Nazi p ro le ta r­
ia n ” ). Even today the C. P. G. is 
pub lish ing a l i t t le  sheet, “ The Rev­
o lu tiona ry  S. A. M an” , by the dis­
tr ib u tio n  o f wh ich the safe ty o f ac­
tive  Communist members is endan­
gered in  an irresponsib le manner, 
w h ile  a t the same tim e the O tto  
Straser and “ B lack  F ro n t”  people, 
long, endorsed and nu rtu red  by the 
C. P. G., today once again repose 
under H it le r ’s and Goering’s k in d ly  
wing. A nd the w e ll-know n “ Police 
L ieu tenan t Giesecke” , who was 
dragged around from  mass m eeting 
to mass m eeting and got a good in ­
s igh t in to  the m il ita ry  apparatus 
o f j;he pa rty— works today in  the 
em igra tion  centers fo r. the construc­
tion  of a Fascist stooi-pigeon and 
provocateur apparatus.

O f course, the revo lu tiona ry  pro­
le ta r ia t and the ex is ting  cadres and 
groups observe and pursue with at­
ten tion a ll the processes in the camp 
o f t h f  bourgeoisie and o f Fascism, 
in  order a t f i t  occasions to u tiliz e  
these processes according to  the 
possib ilities. B u t the  prerequisite 
fo r  th is  is the existence o f revo lu­
tion a ry  M a rx is t cadres, fo r  the

In  her defense o f L e v i against Bela 
Kun, Pepper and Froelich, as in  
her defense o f S e rra ti against Bor_ 
diga, there was a noticeable d is­
tin c tio n  between her position and 
the position, le t us say, o f the  Len in  
who so dem onstratively procla im ed 
h im se lf a member o f the “ R ig h t 
w ing ”  a t the T h ird  Congress o f the 
In te rn a tion a l. As became even 
more apparent in  la te r years, Zet­
k in  was unable to  ad ju s t herself to 
the requirem ents o f the  revo lu tion ­
a ry  epoch. H e r in te rven tions against 
u ltra -L e ftis m  were essentia lly act­
uated by a d is tin c t leaning to the 
R ight.

T h is  weakness she revealed most 
tra g ica lly  th roughout the whqle 
period o tfhe  October 1923 strug­
gle in  Germany. T ro tsky ’s argu­
ments th a t i t  was possible and 
necessary to set a date fo r  the in ­
surrection and to o rien t the s tra t­
egy and tactics o f the p a rty  to ­
wards i t — th a t is, h is  application 
of the experiences gained in  the 
Russian October to the German 
s itua tion— she regarded as a species 
of B lanqu is t heresy. The protests 
o f the m ilita n t and L e ft  w ing  sec­
tors o f the pa rty  against the d ila-. 
to ry  “and headless po licy o f the 
B rand le r Central Committee always 
encountered her ardent resistance. 
Even a fte r the catastrophe, she 
came to the defense o f B randler, 
Thalhe im er and Radek, no t in  the 
s p ir it  o f p lacing the responsib ility  
on the in te rna tiona l leadership, 
where i t  belonged, but as an apol­
ogy fo r the calam itous course of 
the R igh t w ing  combined w ith  a 
b itte r  a ttack upon the Le ft.

She was linked  w ith  B rand ler 
from  the earliest days o f the Spar­
takusbund, and the L e ft w ing  so­
c ia lis t movement before it .  And 
those bonds were strengthened by 
her v io len t reaction against those 
whom Zinoviev, S ta lin  and . Buch- 
a r in  helped to  impose upon the 
German p a rty  as its  leadership in  
place o f the discredited R ig h t w ing 
Centra l Committee. The character­
less u ltra -L e ftis ts  o f the type of 
R u th  Fischer, A. Maslow, Katz, 
Schwartz and the cam arilla  around 
them, aroused her contempt and 
deepest m is trust. I f  she reconciled 
herself somewhat to  the post-1923 
leadership, i t  was not due to the 
change of heart on her side. Rather 
the contrary. A fte r the removal of 
U ltra -L e ftis t leadership in  1925, the 
p a rty  and the In te rn a tio n a l engag­
ed upon th a t pro tracted course to ­
wards opportunism  in  w h ich  K la ra  
Ze tk in  fe lt  herself fa r  more a t ease 
than du ring  the period o f the dry  
sectarian ponderosity of M aslow’s 
lite ra ry  effusions and the w ind and 
fu ry  o f F ischer’s clamrous ora tory, 
B rand le r and Thalheim er, v ir tu a lly  
marooned in  Moscow up to  th a t 
time, commenced a bolder fac tiona l 
a c tiv ity  inside the pa rty  and fo r  
a tim e i t  appeared th a t the p i t i fu l 
Thaelmann leadership was to  be 
“ so lid ified”  by the re h ab ilita tion  in  
the pa rty  o f the R igh t w ing  exiles. 
The la tte r  counted on Z e tk in ’s sup­
port, nor was i t  w ithhe ld.

I t  was on ly when the dawn of 
the “ th ird  period”  sealed the fa te  
o f the R ig h t w ing fo r a second, and 
apparently last time, and the ex­
pulsion o f B randler, Thalhe im er and 
th e ir  supporters was consummated, 
th a t a ll hope was abandoned. The 
u ltra -L e ft is t  w recking crew, consi­
derab ly in fe r io r  to  the group o f 
Maslow and Fischer, w h ich  was 
given the helm o f pa rty  leadership, 
p ra c tica lly  completed the e lim ina­
tion  o f K la ra  Z e tk in  from  a ll active 
pa rtic ipa tion  in  it .  I t  cannot be 
said th a t i t  was an event en tire ly  
d ls ta te fu l to  her. She had a fte r 
a ll once worked by the side o f a 
Rosa Luxem burg, a F ranz M ehring, 
a K a r l Liebknecht. Even in  la te r 
years, her p a rty  had a t least been 
undqr the leadership o f a Pau l Lev i 
who, no m atter how much his de­
fects impeded and f in a lly  pu t a 
stop to  h is po litica l grow th, never­
theless had a head on his shoulders, 
as Lenin said. H ow  could she now 
subordinate herself vo lu n ta r ily  to 
the d irection  o f such shoddy, even 
i f  in te rna tiona lly  advertised, pro­
ducts (the  a r t if ic ia l campaign m ust 
have revolted he r) as were pu t at 
the head of the pa rty , o f a Heinz 
Neumann, whom she never ceased 
to regard as an irresponsib le ad­
venturer and a s in is ter figure in  the 
party? B u t by th is  tim e the re­
gime in  the In te rn a tion a l had reach­
ed a po in t where she could no long­
er speak her m ind openly. The old 
m ilita n t no longer appeared on the 
tribune o f the p a rty  o r the In te r­
national. H e r b itte r  protests against 
the treatm ent of B ran d le r and his 
friends, against the abnom inations

W hither the Y P .S .L . Insurgents?
Several months ago, a few  circles 

o f the Young Peoples Socialist 
League o f Chicago, were expelled. 
The im m ediate issue w h ich  caused 
the expulsion, was the un ited  fro n t, 
concretized a t the tim e  around the 
na tiona l Mooney Congress and the 
question o f the p a rtic ip a tion  of th e  
Socialist pa rty . The change in  line  
of the S ta lin is ts , d riven  by the 
events in  Germany, offered the pos­
s ib ilitie s  fo r  a genuine un ited fro n t 
and the creation o f a mass move­
ment fo r  the freedom o f Tom  
Mooney. B u t the despicable ro le 
o f the Socialists and th e ir  "S ocia l­
is t ic ”  agents in  the labor move­
ment, prevented the  enlargement of 
th is  movement to a mass character. 
The manner in  w h ich  the movement 
fo r  Mooney’s freedom was fin a lly  
organized, established the treacher­
ous ro le o f the Socialists and en­
abled the L e ft  w ing  and “ progres­
sive”  socialists to wage a strugg le 
w ith in  th e ir  organ ization fo r  par­
tic ip a tio n  in  th is  movement. Be­
cause o f th is, and th e ir  eventual 
breaking o f p a rty  d isc ip line  by j 
en tering the un ited fro n t  confer­
ences p r io r  to and inc lud ing  the 
national congress, these c irc les  by I 
the Y. P. S. L . were expelled. (The! 
bureaucracy o f the S. P. m a in ta in  | 
th a t no expulsions took place— on ly j 
the cha rte rs  were taken fro m  these: 
c irc les).

I t  would be w rong to  assume th a t 
the le ftw a rd  tu rn  o f the expelled 
elements was a sudden deve lop .1 
ment. T h is  p a rtic u la r group has 
fo r  some tim e now, carried on an 
ag ita tion  w ith in  the ad u lt and youth 
organization o f a L e ft  character. 
They issued an in te rn a l bu lle tin , 
The Class Struggle, in  w h ich  a Le ft 
w ing  and m ilita n t po in t o f view  
was expressed and an e ffo rt made 
to force a change in  the re form ­
is t line  fo llowed by the S. P. lead­
ership. The in ten t o f the group 
was to assemble a ll L e ft included 
members in  the S. P., in to  a solid 
faction in  order thus to wage such 
a figh t. The tendency was d is tin c t­
ly  a movement d r if t in g  towards 
Communism. The L e ft Opposition 
o f Chicago, tried , in  a modest way, 
to  he lp the g row th  o f th is  group 
both ideolog ica lly and organization-

The Expelled Chicago S.P. 
Youth and the Three 
Communist Currents

a lly . I t  pointed ou t the need o f 
an im m ediate na tiona l organization, 
and a Campaign o f education, be­
cause expulsion was inevitab le—  
the bureaucracy aw a itin g  only an 
appropria te  moment to ca rry  
th rough  such an expulsion. In  the 
w r ite r ’s opin ion these elementary 
steps were no t w e ll taken, and be­
cause o f th is  the movement remains 
to  a la rge degree localized and 
stifled.

W ere these the on ly weaknesses 
o f the expelled yipsels, they could, 
by intense labor be overcome to a 
large extent. B u t m ore im portan t 
than these, the indecision and lack 
o f a correct p o litica l outlook, or 
ra ther, the false p o lit ic a l outlook 
and perspective o f the leadership 
o f th is  group (L a rks  and S m irk in ), 
is  responsible fo r  its  weaknesses 
and confusion. (W hat is the tactic 
o f the group? The tac tic  is, to 
m a in ta in  the expelled group to ­
gether u n t il the conventions o f the 
S. P. and Y. P. S. L. and wage the 
s trugg le  in  the conventions. And 
w hat k in d  of struggle w i l l  th is  be? 
W ill j t  be fo r  readmission to the 
S. P. and the Y. P. S. L.? This 
can ha rd ly  be considered a step 
fo rw a rd  by a group th a t is  develop­
ing  d is tin c tly  towards Communism. 
The strugg le m ust be waged in  the 
d irection  o f w inn ing  greater num ­
bers aw ay from  the re fo rm is t So­
c ia lis t P a rty  and towards Com­
munism. Obviously a discussion o f 
organ izationa l tactics to  be pursued 
in  th is  connection, cannot be taken 
up in  th is  artic le . B u t the broad 
general p o lit ic a l questions as raised 
abovg, can and m ust be pu t squarely 
so th a t no Confusion can exist. I t  
is  in  the above question th a t the 
rea l essence o f the whole fu tu re  of 
th is  movement lies.

W h jit is  the a ttitud e  o f the ex­
pelled comrades to  the burn ing 
questions of dispute in  the Com­
m unist movement? Do the mem­
bers and leaders of th is  group re­
cognize th a t the Communist move-

O n  the Expulsion o f  W ollenberg

seizure o f power, had them  arrest- j fo rm ation  o f w h ich a ll forces m ust 
ed and pu t in to  ja i l .  A nd even be-J be strained.
fore the seizure of power by H it- (From  Unser W ort)
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Moscow, USSR.— In  spite o f a ll 
the attem pts on p a rt o f the Com­
in te rn  bureaucracy to suppress it ,  
the discussion around the expul­
sions o f comrades W o lf and W ollen- 
berg w il l  not cease. I t  is nothing 
new fo r defeated, incapable leaders 
to tu rn  w ith  redoubled w ra th  
against th e ir  c ritics . In  the W ol- 
lenberg-W olf case, th e ir  w ra th  is 
a ll the more pa in fu l since the m a j­
o r ity  o f the German and Russian 
m iddle layer functionaries adm it 
the ju s tifica tio n  o f the c ritic ism  
against the complete fa ilu re  o f the 
C. P. G. and the Com intern In per­
sonal conversations.

The reasons fo r  the  expulsion 
are, in  brie f, the fo llo w in g : Both 
comrqdes voted against the resolu­
tion  qf the E. C. C. I .  on the s itua ­
tion  in  Germany. They declared 
th a t not on ly the C. P. G. bu t also 
the Com intern had collapsed and 
th a t the C. P. G. and the Com intern 
had to be re b u ilt on a new basis.

The c ritic ism  o f both comrades 
did  not re fe r on ly to  the events of 
the la s t few  months bu t w ent even 
fa rth e r back. F o r Comrade W olf, 
the Russian questions also played 
a big, role. He linked these up 
w ith  the behavior o f the Com intern 
bureaucracy in  his exposure o f the 
collapse.
Great Indignation over Expulsion
The expulsion of comrade W ol- 

lenberg aroused great ind igna tion  
among the c r it ic a lly  inclined func­
tionaries in  Germany and especially 
among fo rm er members o f the Red 
F ro n t F igh te rs League. I t  w i l l  
take on even greater am plitude 
when, the comrades find out the 
reasons fo r  the expulsion. (T h is  
much we know from  le tte rs  com ing 
ou t o f Germany and from  comrades 
who have recently a rrived  from  
there ).

Comrade W ollenburg jo ined the 
p a rty  as an active  a rm y officer In  
M unich in  the beginning of 1919. 
D u r in g ' the existence o f the Soviet 
Republic he was local commander 
o f th jr Red A rm y  o f Bavaria , in  
charge o f the m ain fro n t a t Dachan 
in  the Course o f the struggle fo r i 
Munich. He distinguished h im se lf 
a t th a t tim e as w e ll as on la te r 
occasions by his ex tra -o rd ina ry  
personal bravery. A fte r  h is cap­
ture, he had to spend several years 
In  ja i l  and a f te r  h is release he 
became p a rty  ed ito r in  the R uhr 
d is tr ic t  and in  East Prussia. In  
1923 he was pu t in  charge o f the 
m il ita ry  d irec tion  o f one o f the 
biggest German d is tr ic ts  and was 
one o f the few  comrades who w ant­
ed to s tr ike  out in  the fa l l  o f the 
year, against the w i l l  o f the Cen­
tra l Committee. A f te r  the  defeat 
o f the p a rty  in  1923 he had to flee 
to  the Soviet Union, because secret 
servicemen had been shot down in  
a police ra id  on the m il ita ry  d ir ­
ection.

In  the Soviet Union .Wollenberg 
entered the Red A rm y and soon 
received the  ran k  o f captain. He 
took a prom inent pa rt in  the erec­
tio n  o f the Museum o f the  Red 
A rm y, among other th ings.

Conflict w ith Thaelmann
The repeated requests o f W ollen­

berg to be re turned to Germany 
were con tinua lly  denied up to 1932. 
In  the summer o f 1932 he became 
the ed ito r o f the Rote Fahne In 
B erlin . A t  the same tim e  he was 
taken in to  the leadership o f the 
League of Struggle against Fascism

and was put iu  special charge of 
tra in in g  courses. In  th is  ac tiv ity , 
he often came in to  con flic t w ith  
the Centra l Committee (because of 
the slogan “ people’s revo lu tion”  and 
the na tiona lis tic  o rien ta tion  of the 
C. C .). Thaelm ann attempted to 
bribe h im  w ith  a mandate to the 
Reichstag. W ollenberg rejected the 
offer. When W ollenberg was s lug­
ged a t a Nazi dem onstration by S. 
A. men .and had to  stay fo r several 
weeks in  a hospita l, Thaelmann 
u tilized  the opportun ity  to remove 
h im  from  a ll h is posts. Since 
great resentment ensued „fro m  th is  
measure, Thaelm ann influenced the 
E. C. C. I .  to ca ll W ollenberg back 
to Moscow by cable. When he a r­
rived there he was in fo rm ed th a t 
he would not be allowed to  w ork 
in  the German party. He received 
employ as trans la to r and ed ito r in  
the publish ing house fo r  fo re ign 
workers. There he was perm itted 
to transla te  S ta lin ’s speeches—  
which on ly caused an aggravation 
o f the nervous indigestion from  
w hich he was suffering.

Comrades W ollenberg and W olf 
had requested the E. C. C. I .  to be 
perm itted to  re tu rn  to Germany, in  
order to w o rk  on the construction 
of a new Communist pa rty . Heckert 
and Co. raised a big how l against 
th is  request— the rep ly given to 
them was cha racte ris tic : expulsion 
from  the party .

A C O R R E C T I O N
In  the a rtic le  o f L . D. T ro tsky, 

Historical Objectiveness translated 
by M ax Eastman and reprin ted 
in  the las t Issue o f the M ilitant 
from  the magazine Contempo, a 
typographica l e rro r was responsible 
fo r  the fo llow ing  sentence, “ B u t the 
last th in g  th a t the au thor had in  
m ind was to in te rp re t in  his book 
the ve rd ic t o f the h is to rica l pro­
cess.”  Obviously th is  is a m istake. 
T ro tsky could never make such a 
statement. In  fa c t he w ro te  ju s t 
the con tra ry . The e rro r orig inates 
in  the proofreader’s m ix ing  up tw o 
sentences o f the o rig in a l a rtic le , 
which reads as fo llow s, “ B u t the 
last th in g  the au thor had In  q iind 
was to console anybody. He merely 
wished to interpret in his book the 
verdict of the historical process 
itself.”

Undue libe rties  were by the way, 
taken In  the trans la tion  o f the 
“ bureaucratic s tra tum ”  (In  the 
Russian mss.) as “ the bureaucratic 
class.”  We c a ll the a tten tion  of 
the  trans la to r to the fac t th a t in  
M a rx is t lite ra tu re  a fundam ental 
d is tinc tion  is made between “ class”  
and “ s tra tum ”  (o r  “ laye r”  —  the 
bureaucracy in  the Soviet Union is 
not a class. — j .  g . W.
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ment is sp lit in  a t least three de­
fin ite  sections over questions th a t 
are fa r  too im portan t and funda­
m ental to  be overlooked,? Such 
questions as: Socialism  in  one 
Country, Bureaucratic Centrism, 
the ro le and significance of the 
S ta lin is t leadership o£ the Commun­
is t In te rn a tion a l as the organizer 
of defeats, the question of the un i­
ted fron t, the stra tegy and tactics 
of the in te rna tiona l revo lu tion  (ex­
pressed now in  the events iu  Ger­
m any), the ro le  of the  In te rn a tio n ­
a l R igh t w ing, the In te rn a tion a l 
L e ft Opposition— these questions 
are decisive and iu  determ in ing one's 
position in  the revo lu tiona ry  move­
ment, he m ust needs take a posi­
tion  on each one o f these. He m ust 
lie c la rified and know precisely why 
be takes one position or another.

A t independent existence fo r any 
group standing between Socialism 
and Communism is impossible, un­
less i t  be extrem ely tem porary and 
as a tac tic  fo r struggle. B u t even 
then i t  cannot carried  through un­
less the en tire  organization is aware 
o f th is  aud understands w hat should 
tie its  p o litica l d irection. The his­
to ry  o f a il s im ila r movements Is a 
proof o f th is  statement. Post-Arar 
events have established conclusively 
the ineflicacy and in a b ility  of re­
form ism  to play a progressive role. 
I t  has sunk in  the m ire  o f reaction 
w ith  a record as 'b lack  as the  pro­
verb ia l darkness. The fundam ent­
a l questions o f revo lu tion and the 
d ic ta torsh ip  of the p ro le ta ria t have 
been vind ica ted a thousand times 
by these very betrayals of in te rna ­
tiona l social democracy, and more 
recently by Stalin ism , which rests 
upon a fundam ental revision of 
M arxism  and lives under the cloak 
of na tional socialism. Thus the 
questi >u presents I ts e lf : w ha t is 
the perspective of the expelled 
yipsels and how do they propose to 
realize this?

I t  would not be correct to say 
th a t the questions of S talin ism  and 
tlie  L e ft Opposition have not been 
discussed by th is  group. They were 
discussed bu t not as a resu lt o f a 
systematic e ffo rt of serious revo lu­
tionaries a ttem pting  to educate 
themselves in  order thereby to  be 
able to decide where they belong. 
These questions, when they are d is­
cussed, as a resu lt of a ce rta in  
pressure of the members who desire 
to know w lia t is to  be done. In  the 
course of such in fo rm a l discussions 
,i certa in  a ttitu d e  is expressed by 
tlie leadership which is ind ica tive  
of a false tendency.

T lie leadership puts the question 
very b lun tly  and crudely. A fte r  a ll, 
they say, the S ta lin is ts  have a b ig  
pa rty  and there is the possib ility  
o f doing a lo t of “ mass”  work. The 
T ro tsky ites  are too sm a ll! Th is 
argum ent is not new, and i t  is as 
false as i t  is  old. I t  is  no t num ­
bers tha t determines the strength 
or course o f the revo lu tiona ry  move­
ment. P o litica l po licy is the deter­
m in ing factor. W hat greater lesson 
is needed than the defeat of the 
German w ork ing  class a t the hands 
of Fascism. One m ust adm it tha t 
inso fa r as numbers are concerned, 
both the social democracy aud the 
S ta lin is ts  had sufficient no t on ly  to 
defeat Fascism, bu t also to  soothe 
the dispositions of those Who re lish 
in  a rith m e tica l quantities and not 
M arxism . In  spite of its  numbers 
the German Communist P a rty  not 
on ly could not defeat Fascism bu t 
d id  everyth ing in  its  power through 
its  false po litica l policies, to help 
th is  v ic tory. The consciousness o r 
unconsciousness of th is  a id  is not 
im portan t. O bjective ly its  policies 
led in  th is  d irection. When the 
L e ft Opposition demands an inven­
to ry  on the s itua tion  in  Germany, 
i t  does not request'th is  of the S ta l­
in ists alone, bu t i t  is demanded o f 
every revo lu tiona ry  w orker and 
those who would be revolutionaries.

Coincideut w ith  the expulsion of 
the Larks-S m irken group fro m  the 
S. P. and Y. P. S. L., because o f 
its  struggle on the un ited fron t, A l­
bert Goldman, and Lyd ia  Bydel 
were expelled from  the p a rty  and 
five members o f the Young Com­
m un is t League were expelled, fo r  
th e ir  struggle on the un ited fro n t 
question, Germany and re lated is ­
sues. The struggle o f the expelled 
Yipsels against bureaucracy finds a 
s im ila r strugg le against a s im ila r 
bureaucracy in  the Communist 
party . A re  not these facts o f de­
cisive im portance to a Y. P. S. L. 
groyp which is s low ly  wending its  
way to Communism? Most cer­
ta in ly  they are.

We believe th a t th is  group must 
recognize the extrem ely tem porary 
character of its  independent ex is t­
ence. Upon a recognition o f th is  
fact, i t  m ust begin a t once, w ith o u t 
delay, to probe the problems c o n ­
fro n tin g  the revo lu tiona ry  move­
ment in  general and the Communist 
movement pa rticu la rly . I t  m ust be 
prepared to  take a clear and de­
cisive position on these fundam ent­
a l questions. The question o f So­
cia lism  in  One Country, the un ited 
fron t, Social Fascism, the Commun­
is t In te rn a tion a l, are as im portan t 
fo r  i t  as fo r  the member o f the 
Communist P a rty  and the Com­
m unist sym pathizer. The German 
s itua tion  is as s ign ifican t fo r  the 
social dem ocratic w orker as fo r  the 
Communist worker. The organiza­
tion  o f a system atic campaign o f 
education should be in s titu ted  a t 
once. The group should in v ite  re­
presentatives <(f a ll the  currents 
in  the revo lu tiona ry  movement fo r 
jo in t  discussions, debates, etc., as 
a step in  the d irec tion  tow ard a 
solution o f these questions. Unless 
th is  is done, unless the group imme­
d ia te ly  develops a concrete per­
spective o f its  tasks and w hat i t  
is to do, d is in tegra tion  is Inevitable, 
and the splendid beginning w i l l  
be lost. — G. M. A LB E R T .
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Cleveland M e e t  
to Take Up Fight 

on Recovery
( Continued from  Page 1)

Spartacus Delegates at 
Anti-Fascist Confab

(Continued fro m  page 1)

upon how we answer the questions 
of trade un ion po licy and tactics.

The cap ita ists and th e ir  govern­
ment hope to  m a in ta in  the status 
quo among the w ork ing  class. W here 
th is  is not possible they w i l l  a t­
tem pt to guide the pressure o f the 
class in to  company unions. Where 
the pressure reaches beyond these 
channels they w i l l  t ry  to  guide the 
force in to  safe and conservative 
channels such as the A. F. L .

The organ ization o f the unorgan­
ized in to  in d u s tr ia l unions under 
L e ft w ing  leadership is o u r main 
task. The im m ediate practica l 
task, which cannot be separated 
from  the m ain task is the organi­
zation of a L e ft w ing  w ith in  the 
conservative unions. The revo lu­
tion is ts  must w o rk  in  the organ i­
zations where the masses are.

The S ta lin ist-M uste bloc has not 
ye t answered these questions. We 
have already lost years because of 
the S ta lin is t blunders in  th is  field. 
The tim e is short. A n answer must 
be given and should be presented 
before the Cleveland conference.

The ca ll fo r  the Cleveland Con­
ference is signed by 82 ind iv idua ls  
representing about 50 organizations. 
The representatives o f the most im ­
po rtant organizations have signed 
as ind iv idua ls , which means the 
organizations are not ye t backing 
the conference. M any paper o r­
ganizations are o ffic ia lly  represent­
ed. Out of the 82 signers 42 are 
S ta lin is ts  and th e ir  sympathizers, 
15 are Musteites. They have ob­
tained a few  others whom they are 
using as a w indow  dressing. In  
other words, the Cleveland ca ll is 
a un ited fro n t from  above between 
S ta lin is ts  and M usteites w ith  a 
sp rin k lin g  o f others to give i t  a 
good appearance. T h is  is a con­
tinu a tio n  o f th e ir  un ited  fro n t 
from  above started a t the Columbus, 
Ohio unemployed conference. A 
un ited fro n t from  above cannot be 
covered up by a l is t  o f 82 signa­
tures. W hat counts is the p o litica l 
tendencies and numbers actua lly  re­
presented.

The conference is m aking a bad 
s ta rt and the ca ll has fa iled  to 
answer the most bu rn ing  problems 
o f trade un ion tactis. In  spite of 
these blunders and shortcomings, 
the conference should be given 
fu l l  support. The class conscious 
workers and M arx is ts  m ust figh t 
fo r  a correct trade union policy, 
in  order to  pu t life  in to  our de­
s ire  to figh t the cap ita lis t offensive 
w h ich has taken on the fo rm  o f the 
In d u s tr ia l Recovery Act.

— HUGO O E H LE R .

were made to organize a un ited 
fro n t movement against Fascism 
and W ar. In  M arch o f th is  year 
the U n ited Youth Conference 
A ga inst Fascism was organized. 
W hat was the resu lt? A f te r  a suc­
cessful dem onstration before the 
German Consulate, those in  contro l 
o f the Committee— the leaders of 
the Young Communist League— dis­
solved the un ited fro n t behind the 
backs o f the other pa rtic ip a ting  
groups. S im ila rly  w ith  the N a tion­
a l Youth H ay ’s Conference, organ­
ized by the Young Communist 
League in  May. N o t on ly d id  the 
Y. C. L . v io la te  the agreements 
a rrived  a t in  the un ited fro n t, but 
they dissolved the permanent com­
m ittee w ith o u t g iv ing  any reasons 
to the affilia ted groups. A re  these 
the methods to be employed in  the 
movement against w ar and Fascism?

The New Y ork Conference w i l l  
have to discuss the reasons fo r the 
v ic to ry  of Fascism in  Germany. 
You w i l l  have to understand the 
c rim in a l policies of the Social 
Democracy and the policies o f the 
S ta lin is t leadership of the Com 
m unist p a rty  w h ich  played in to  the 
hands of the Social Democracy and 
of Fascism. A  rea lis tic  analysis o f 
the present s itua tion  in  Germany 
w i l l  show th a t a ll the organizations 
of the w ork ing  class, inc lud ing  the 
social dem ocratic p a rty  and the 
Communist party , have been smash­
ed.

I t  is above a ll necessary fo r  us 
to siwak openly and bold ly. The 
facts must be faced and not inven t­
ed. To repeat th a t “ the C. P. G. 
is not only not destroyed, but its  in ­
fluence on the masses is despite its  
ille g a lity , greater than ever"

Slavery Provisions 
Revealed in 
Steel Code

(Continued from  Page I)

forces fo r the organ ization o f a new 
Communist p a rty  on a M arx ian  
program, on the basis o f the les­
sons of the recent h is to rica l defeat.

The strugg le against w ar and 
Fascism is the burn ing question of 
the moment. In  the fa r  east the 
Chinese people are being attacked 
ind subjected by Japanese im peria l­
ism. The Soviet Union is being 
threatened by a fro n ta l a ttack from  
Japan which can easily be convert­
ed in to  an offensive of a ll the im ­
pe ria lis t powers against the w o rk­
e r’s fa the rland . In  America, the 
government is going ahead w ith  
extensive plans fo r  m ilita riza tio n . 
The London Economic Conference 
reflects the deep rooted conflicts of 
the im p e ria lis t powers which can 
be solved on ly by war.

Above a ll, the v ic to ry  of Fascisip 
in  Germany, the im m inent danger 
of Fascism in  A ustria , threatens 
to un ite  a l l the im p e ria lis t forces 
fo r w a r on the Soviet Union. ;W ith  
the best defender of the Soviet 
Union, the m il ita n t  German p ro­
le ta ria t ly in g  prostra te  before the 
Nazis— the defense of the Soviet 
Union is a thousand tim es more 
d ifficu lt.

A l l  the more im portan t therefore 
is the need fo r  utm ost c la r ity  w ith ­
in  the Communist and revo lu tion ­
ary movement on Fascism and W ar. 
A c r it ic a l review  o f the past po lic ­
ies and practices o f the S ta lin is t 
leadership o f the Communist In te r ­
national should lead to  the rejec­
tion  o f its  rev is ion is t program  of 
Socialism in  one country, social- 
Fasclsm, and un ited -fron t only 
from  below under revo lu tionary 
leadership.

The In te rn a tion a l L e ft Opposition 
has fo r  many years clamored fo r  a

to the Communist In te rn a tio n a l fo r  
a w o rld  un ited fro n t against Fasc­
ism. T h is  maneuver of the Social 
Democracy aimed to  shield its  own 
be traya l policies o f the la s t nine­
teen years. The Com intern replied 
w ith  a re jection of the w o rld  u n i­
ted fro n t and a proposal o f na tiona l 
un ited actions between the Social­
is t and Communist parties. The 
Communist p a rty  were advised to  
re fra in  from  c rit ic iz in g  the Social­
is t leaders du ring  the period o f the 
united fron t. In  other words, the 
non-aggression pact o f the Social 
Democracy was accepted by the 
.Stalin ists! T h is  definite break w ith  
the correct tactics o f the un ited 
fron t, must be condemned and re­
jected.

The w o rld  s itua tion  is tense. The 
best forces o f the p ro le ta ria t have 
been destroyed. For the struggle 
against Fascism and W ar we m ust 
f irs t o f a ll un ite  the revo lu tiona ry  
forces. The L e ft  Opposition m ust 
be reinstated in to  the Communist 
In te rna tiona l, the false theories 
and tactics o f S ta lin ism  rejected. 
The Communist In te rna tiona l, the 
Young Communist League, and the 
Red In te rna tiona l of Labor Unions 
should appeal to the Labor and So­
c ia lis t In te rna tiona l, the Socia list 
Youth In te rn a tion a l and the In te r ­
national Federation o f Trade Un­
ions fo r w o rld  un ited f ro n t  against 
German Fascism, the danger of 
Fascism in  A ustria , the w a r danger 
and ca p ita lis t offensive. In  the 
United States the Communist p a rty  
and the Y. C. L . should appeal fo r  
such un ited fro n t to the socialist 
pa rty  and Y. P. S. L . We repeat, 
to make th is  appeal effective, the 
false and h a rm fu l theory o f social 
Fascism, the tac tic  of the un ited 
fro n t only fro m  below m ust openly 
and unequivocally rejected. Only 
in  th is  way can a pow erfu l mass 
movement o f the w o rk ing  class be 
aroused against Fascism and W ar.
..  Spartacus Youth Club (Com­

m unist L e ft Opposition)

' Yarga-Inprecor— J une 21st, 1933) 1 united fro n t o f the German social-
is c r im in a l lightm indedness , and 
serves to cover up the cap itu la tion  
o f the S ta lin is ts  in  Germany be­
fore Fascism w ith o u t a struggle. 
The task o f the revo lu tiona ry  w o rk ­
ers o f Germany is  to assemble th e ir

democracy, trade unions, and Com­
m unist p a rty  against the danger o f 
Fascism. T h is was called counter­
revo lu tionary. Las t February, a fte r 
H it le r  came in to  power, the Labor 
and Socialist In te rn a tion a l appealed

Lovestone’s “Quotations”
In  the past few  issues o f the it  in  th is  c iv i l w a r ;  th a t the heavy

tak in g  fro m  the workers every rea l 
means o f enforcing th e ir  demands, 
m aking them completely dependent 
upon the tender mercies of th e ir  
employer. And i t  is  th is  P lan th a t 
m ust be preserved and protected 
fro m  any in terference— especially 
th a t o f any rea l trade  union.
Even the C h ild ren A re  Protected

As fo r the ways in  wh ich the 
steelmen w i l l  p ro tec t these delicate 
and useful ch ild ren  o f the irs  from  
the contam ination o f rea l unions- 
th a t is not stated in  the code. There 
is no need of tha t. The past shows 
th a t there is no weapon, legal or 
illeg a l th a t the barons have hesi­
tated to  use against th e ir  workers. 
The Cossack state troopers, gun­
men, the courts, enforced s tarvation  
by keeping the s trike rs  away from  
groceries— a ll were used in  the 
Great Steel S trike. Now w ith  the 
na tiona l government behind them 
the arsenal o f the steel barons w i l l  
be even la rger. T h a t is  w h a t the 
hyp ocritica l phrases of the code so 
th in ly  camouflaged.

A nd th is  code is no t to  be the 
on ly one o f its  type. A lready the 
operators o f the bitum inous coal 
indus try  have announced th e ir  in ­
tention o f fo llow ing  the lead of 
th e ir  fe llow  brigands in  the steel 
industry .

The proposed steel code is a fa ir  
representative o f the In d u s tr ia l 
Recovery A ct in  practise. I t  per­
m its  the steel industry , a t present 
the most centra lized in  Am erica, to 
fo rm  a huge, solid trus t, u n it in g  
the whole in du s try  against the 
workers. I t  gives the barons the 
d irec t support of the federal gov­
ernm ent; now na tiona l troops in ­
stead o f state troops are to be used 
to  butcher s tr ik in g  workers. B y 
the In d u s tr ia l Recvery Act, a un i­
ted fro n t o f in dus try  and govern­
m ent is  created fo r  the  task of 
d r iv in g  down the standard o f liv in g  
o f the  workers. A ga ins t th is  on ly 
a un ited f ro n t o f a l l  workers o r­
ganizations can fig h t th a t is the 
task o f the hour. I f  the  Commun­
is t p a rty  proves incapable and its  
leadership u n w illin g  to  use a cor­
rec t un ited fro n t tac tic  in  bring ing  
about such a un ited fro n t, i t  is 
doomed to  have even its  sm all in ­
fluence among the Am erican masses 
destroyed.

— P E T E R  MORTON.

Lovestone sheet, the W orkers Age, 
there has appeared a regu la r rub ­
r ic  “ T ro tsky ism  Exposed” , in  which 
the R ig h t w ing masters o f p o lit ic a l 
sleight-of-hand m anipu la ted quota­
tions w h ich  are supposed to show 
"trem endous”  errors on p a rt o f the 
In te rn a tion a l L e ft  Opposition in  the 
course o f the strugg le against Ger­
man Fascism.

I f  we leave aside Lovestoneite 
hypocrisy and disregard the pa­
per’s spurious m otives fo r  a mo­
ment, our errors, as gleaned from  
the quotations cited there, can be 
lis ted as fo llo w s : (1 ) W e did  not 
p red ic t th a t Fascism w ould  comd 
to power w ith o u t c iv i l  w ar, but 
assumed qu ite the  c o n tra ry ; (2) 
We forecasted the u tiliz a tio n  o f a 
Fascist regime by the German 
bourgeoisie p r im a r ily  as an off-set 
to a pow erfu l w o rk ing  class move­
ment against the bQurgeoisie; (3) 
A fte r the seizure of power by H i t ­
ler, we predicted f r ic t io n  between 
the Nazis and th e ir  a llie s  tha t 
would impede rap id  Fascist en­
trenchment.

Inso fa r as these are thd  bare 
facts, we must, o f course, adm it 
our m istake. B u t a l l these erro rs 
were predicated on one assumption 
th a t is sine qua non fo r  revo lu tion ­
ists in  fo rm ing strategy and ta c tic s : 
namely, th a t in  the face o f the im ­
m inent danger, thd w o rk ing  class 
would m obilize fo r  s trugg le  and 
th a t the leader o f the w ork ing  
class, the offic ia l Communist party , 
would, in  the face of the danger, bd 
compelled to  make a last m inute 
tu rn  in  the r ig h t direction.

The whole logic o f developments 
flowed in  th a t d irection. As Com­
munists, we n a tu ra lly  had the per­
spective th a t the w o rk ing  class 
would f ig h t ; th a t a figh ting  w o rk­
ing class would resist Fascism by 
c iv il w a r ; th a t Fascism would be

“ Since Lenein D ied”  
Comrades who can tu rn  in  extra  

copies o f Since Len in  D ied by M ax 
Eastman, are asked to  do so. They 
w i l l  be refunded the o r ig in a l cost

list'd by the bourgeoisie to lead fo r exam ination.

conditions o f c iv i l  w a r w ou ld  make 
the Nazis dependent upon th e ir 
other bourgeois allies and impede 
th t 'ir  rap id  entrenchment, g iv ing  
Hugenburg and Co. a certa in  bal­
ance of power.

The w o rk ing  class d id  not fight, 
We plead g u ilty :  We assumed tha t 
i t  would. The Lovestoneites ac­
cuse/ us o f th is  “ e rro r” . V ery  well.

We have never read in  the W ork­
ers Age, previous o r du ring  the 
German catastrophe, where/ they 
dispensed th e ir  wisdom to the effect 
tha t the workers o f Germany would 
no t figh t. B u t we are/ qu ite  ready 
to take th e ir  w ord  flofi i t  polstij- 
humously. I t  on ly  helps to char 
ac te rije  the R ig h t w ing swamp.

I f  they d id  not d ire c tly  pred ict 
th a t the German workers w ould 
not figh t, the/y m ig h t have ju s t as 
well, fo r a l l the in te rest and ag i­
ta tion  these na tiona l opportunists 
displayed in  the German s itua tion  
in  the course o f the  tw o  years in  
w h ich the/ Am erican L e ft Opposi­
tion  persistently, through the M il i­
tan t and in  innum erable mass meet­
ings, fo llowed the H it le r  danger 
step by step and w arm 'd against 
it, g iv ing  the exact M a rx is t analy­
sis o f each force represente*d and 
each step taken and ca llin g  fo r  
struggle.

B u t i t  is  unnecessary to  re a lly  
take the Lovestoneite fra u d  serious 
ly , i f  one knows its  purpose. I t  is 
on ly p a rt of its  barga in ing process 
w ith  the S ta lin is t bureaucracy fo r  
reinstatem ent. One o f the chief 
prerequisites fo r  peace w ith  S ta lin  
has ever been a figh t against “ T ro t­
skyism ” . The Lovestoneites are 
on ly doing th e ir  share.

As to the broader p rinc ip le  as­
pects of the question under discus­
sion and the character o f the Love- 
stone group a t the present stage, 
we sha ll ye t r t 'tu rn  to i t  on fu tu re  
occasions, fo r  a more extensive

The Party in the Field 
of A r t  and Philosophy

Struggle fo r  W orkers’ R igh ts
Scores V ic to ry  in  Los Angeles

W orkers in  - Los Angeles have 
scored tw ice  in  th e ir  t r ia l  on 
charges of speaking w ith o u t perm its 
and resisting officers du ring  a May 
Day demonstration. F o r the f irs t  
tim e in  the h is to ry  o f the m un ic i­
pal courts, ‘reds’ are being given 
the opportun ity  to  prove th a t th e ir  
arrests were p a rt of an offic ia l 
conspiracy against them. More­
over, Judge I r v in  T ap lin  in  d is­
m issing the case against one of 
the defendants ru led th a t the or- 
diance p ro h ib itin g  the d is tr ibu tion  
o f handbills, leafllets, and c ircu la rs  
applies, on ly to com m ercial adver­
tisements and not to p o lit ic a l pro­
paganda. The defendants, Lawrence 
Ross, Communist candidate fo r  
Mayor, Samuel Davis D anie l Sigal, 
M ax Shone, Sol F isher, and Paul 
Stern are represented by attorneys 
A. L. W ir in  o f the Am erican C iv il 
L iberties nion and A ndrew  Strong.

Ex-M ayor John G. Porter, 
Chief o f Police Roy E. Steckel, 
Captain W illia m  F. Hayes, and a ll 
members o f the Police Commission 
have been subpoenaed. The defense 
w i l l  ca ll on them in  its  e ffo r t to 
prove th a t the cases should be dis­
missed on the grounds th a t the o r­
dinances are unconstitu tiona l, be 
iug used m erely to prevent rad ica ls 
from  exercizing the r ig h t  to free  
speech.

tic ia n  and to Gorky the a rtis t, in  
spite o f the fac t th a t fo r  a certa in  
period of tim e Bogdanov and Gorky 
were closely associated in  po litics. 
Lenin proceeded from  the stand­
po in t th a t by his a r t is t ic  a c tiv ity  
and h is popu larity , G orky could 
endow the cause o f the revo lu tion  
w ith  benefits fa r  exceeding the 
harm  of his erroneous declarations 
and actions which, moreover, the 
p a rty  could a lw ays correct in  good 
tim e and ta c tfu lly .

Viewed fro m  th is  standpoint, 
philosophical a c tiv ity  lies between 
a r t and po litics, closer to po litics 
than to a rt. In  philosophy, the 
p a rty  its e lf  occupies a d is tinc t 
m ilita n t position, w h ich  is no t the 
case— a t least not to the same ex­
tent— in  the fie ld  o f a rt. Objections 
to  the effect th a t by the “ dogma- 
tiza tio n ”  and “ canonization”  of 
d ia lectica l m ateria lism , the p a rty  
prevents the free development of 
philosophical and sc ientific  thought, 
do no t deserve serious atten tion. 
No fac to ry  can w ork  w ith o u t basing 
its e lf upon a definite technological 
doctrine. No hospita l can tre a t its  
pa tien ts i f  the physicians do not 
base themselves on the established 
teachings o f Pathology. I t  would 
be sheer fo lly  to pe rm it d ille tantes 
to experim ent a rb it ra r ily  in  the 
factory or in  the hospital, on the 
p re tex t th a t they consider them 
selves “ innovators” . Innovators 
m ust f irs t prove th e ir  r ig h t  to in- 
fiuence p ractica l technology and 
medicine. The pa rty  m ust be es­
pecia lly v ig ila n t tow ards those 
"innovators”  who on ly  w arm  up 
stale c r it ic a l dishes, o r towards 
those who are s t i l l  in  the period of 
investigating , w ith  uncerta in  re­
sults. B u t least o f a l l  does th is  
s ign ify  tha t in  the sphere o f ph il- 

ing  here any concessions in  p r in c i- ! osophy the pa rty  can act as i f  a ll 
pie, the p a rty  must, however, con-! questions have already been re­
fine its e lf in  the case o f a rtis ts  to I solved fo r  it ,  and th a t i t  has no th ing 
rectifications, f irm  bu t tac tica l, o f I to expect fro m  the fu r th e r  devel- 
any fa lse p o lit ic a l conclusions flow - opment o f sc ientific  thought. I t  is 
ing from  th e ir  a r t is t ic  views. M a rx  not an easy m atte r to find the cor- 
expressed th is  idea in  a jo cu la r rect p o lit ic a l line  in  th is  field. I t  
phrase about F re il ig ra th : “ Poets is acquired on ly by experience and 
are ip jeer fish.”  (D ie  D ich te r s in d lb y  a flex ib le  leadership. Just as 
sonderbare Kauze.). Lenin applied ¡ in  a r t i l le ry  fire, the ta rge t is usu- 
d lffe ren t c r ite r ia  to Bogdanov the ¡a l ly  h it  by a series of shots which 
theoretic ian and professional p o li-' fa l l  fa r  and then short of the m ark.

A  Reply to  the Am erican Comrades
M a rtin  Glee, H a rry  Ross and M .
M orris .

Dear Com rades:
Your le tte r poses very im por­

ta n t problems w hich do not, how­
ever, adm it, in  my opinion, o f gen­
era l and categorical solutions s u it­
able in  a l l cases. As an organiza­
tion  we have as the po in t of de­
pa rtu re  not on ly definite p o lit ic a l 
ideas bu t certa in  philosophical and 
scientific  methods. We base ou r­
selves on d ia lectica l m ateria lism , 
from  which flow  conclusions not 
only concerning po litics  and sc i­
ence, bu t also a r t .  S till ,  there is 
a vast difference in  our a ttitud e  
towards these conclusions. We can­
not, to  any s im ila r degree, exercize 
the same rigorous contro l over a rt, 
by the very na ture o f th is  ac tiv ­
ity , as over po litics. The pa rty  is 
obliged to  pe rm it a very extensive 
lib e rty  in  the fie ld  o f a rt, e lim in a t­
in g  p itiless ly  on ly  th a t w h ich  is 
directed against the revo lu tionary 
tasks o f the p ro le ta r ia t; on the 
o ther hand, the p a rty  cannot as­
sume an im m ediate and d irec t re­
spons ib ility  fo r the declarations of 
its  various members in  the fie ld  o f 
a r t  even when i t  accords them its  
tribune . The maintenance o f these 
tw o  rules— the preservation o f the 
lib e rty  necessary fo r  in d iv id u a l 
creation, and, the non-transmission 
o f the responsib ility  fo r  a l l its  
roads to the pa try— is  especially 
ob liga to ry  in  those cases where i t  
is a question not of theoreticians 
in  the fie ld  o f a rt, b u t o f the a rtis ts  
themselves: painters, men o f le t­
ters, etc. In  addition, the pa rty  
m ust be able to d is tingu ish  c lear­
ly  the line  where generalization in  
the fie ld  o f a r t  passes d irec tly  in to  
the fie ld o f po litics . W ith o u t mak-

-G.

B r i t t  Sm ith, one o f the  Last Tw o 
C entra lis  Prisoners Paroled

B r it t  Sm ith, fo rm er Secretary o f 
the In d u s tr ia l W orkers o f the 
W orld  in  C entra la i, sentenced to 
25 to 40 years fo r  m urder on 
charges grow ing ou t o f the defense 
of the union h a ll against an A rm ­
istice Day mob o f Legionnaires in  
1919, has been paroled as promised 
by Gov. Clarence D. M a rtin , accord­
ing  to a w ire  received by the Am ­
erican C iv il L ibe rties  Union.

Ray Becker, the la s t o f the e igh t 
I .  W. W . prisoners, refuses to ac­
cept a parole. He holds ou t fo r  a 
com m utation o f sentence, m a in ta in ­
ing  th a t a parole im plies an adm is­
sion o f g u ilt. H is  contention th a t 
he and h is  comrades were innocent 
o f the charge o f conspiracy to  m ur, 
der was borne out, says the C iv il 
L ibe rties  Union, by evidence o ffe r­
ed a t the t r ia l  bu t barred on tech­
n ica lities  by Judge John M. W ilson.
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I t  is  needless to  po in t out th a t the 
question : How  do the ph ilosophical 
views o f a ce rta in  person o r a 
certa in  group re fra c t themselves in  
the fie ld o f po lities and o f the or- 

anization?— always has a trem end­
ous significance fo r  the e labration 
of a correct con tro l by the pa rty . 
Thus Len in  fough t m ercilessly 
against G orky in  1917 when above 
a ll other considerations stood the 
necessity of a revo lu tiona ry  over­
throw . On the other hand, i t  must 
be considered as the greatest shame 
th a t the S ta lin is t bureaucracy is  
transfo rm ing Barbusse the novelist 
in to  a leading p o lit ic a l figu re  in  
spite of the fa c t th a t i t  is  precise ly 
in  po lities th a t Barbusse marches 
arm  in  arm  w ith  Renner, Vander- 
velde, Monnet and P au l Louis.

I  am very much a fra id  th a t 1 
have not given you a satis factory 
rep ly to the p ra c tica l questions pu t 
to  me. B u t w hat has been said ex­
plains, I  lioxie, w hy  I  could no t give 
such a rep lv  w h ich requires a con­
crete knowledge of the s itua tion  
and the personal conditions. Just 
the same, perhaps these b rie f con­
siderations w i l l  a t least p a r tia lly  
heli> in  the w o rk ing  out o f a cor­
rect po licy in  th is  complicated and 
responsible field.

W ith  Communist greetings,
— L. TRO TSKY, 

l ’ r in k ipo , June 16, 1933.

A ust r ian  Labor  
Robbed of Rights

(Conti.,.. • ' .  ai Page 1)

tion  is very poor among the mass­
es. “ W hat good is a vacation, o r 
the e igh t hour day” , says the un­
employed w orker, “ w ha t I  w an t is 
w ork  even i f  i t ’s a twelve hour 
d a y !”  B u t i t  is precisely because 
of these sentiments th a t i t  was 
necessary to make i t  understood 
w ith  a l l means a t one’s disposal 
th a t the sha tte ring  of the e ight 
hour day strikes a t a i l— the unem­
ployed, who thereby have even less 
o f a chance to get w ork, and the 
w orker in  the fac to ry , whose wage 
is going to  sh rin k  even more m iser­
ably.

Where there is  a w ill,  there is 
a way. I f  the social democracy 
wanted to conduct a serious and 
effective resistance against the d is­
franchisem ent of the workers and 
against the un lim ited  and merciless 
aggravation o f exp lo ita tion , then 
they could find ways o f m aking the 
masses understand the significance 
o f the new labo r regulations o f the 
government. N o t even the blue 
pencil of the censor could prevent 
them from  doing this.

A  S terile  P rotest 
“ W ith  the representation o f eco­

nomic in terests in  A u s tr ia ” , the 
A rbe iterze itung weeps on June 10, 
“ th ings stand th u s : Before the is ­
suance o f a decree w h ich  digs deep 
underneath the liv in g  conditions 
of thousands of people, the 
w ork ing  class hears noth ing of the 
new decree. The workers represen­
tatives are no t asked fo r  approval, 
the trade unions are no t consulted. 
P arliam ent is sim ply out o f the p ic­
tu r e . . . .  B u t once the decree is  is ­
sued, i t  is  not even allow ed to  be 
critic ized  and i f  c r it ic is m  is a t­
tempted, confiscation fo llow s.”  Again 
the facts are stated qu ite correct­
ly, bu t the workers are no t served 
merely w ith  a statem ent of the 
facts.

There is the argum ent th a t Fasc­
ism would ga in advantage from  ser­
ious d ifficu lties of the D o llfuss  gov­
ernment. Fascism w i l l  re a lly  reap 
its  f ru its  from  th is  cap itu la tion  
po licy. Decades o f trade un ion 
work, the destruction o f the mon­
archy, the example o f the Russian 
revo lu tion were a l l  necessary fo r 
the A us trian  w o rk ing  class to gain 
those n iggard ly  soc ia l-po litica l p ro­
tective measures which were ju s t  
as tremendously overestimated in  
th e ir tim e by the trade un ion “ ex­
perts”  as they are powerlessly sur­
rendered by them today. The 
more we a llow  to be taken from  us 
w ith o u t a strugg le today, the hard­
er i t  w i l l  be and the more sacrifices 
i t  w i l l  require, to  regain w ha t is 
lost, in  the fu ture .

I t  seems as i f  the government 
on ly has the bosses’ desires in  
m ind”  (F rom  an in q u iry  of the 
social democrats in  the Federal 
Council).

K la ra  Z e tk in
(Contined from  Page 3)

of the p a rty  leadership, were u tte r­
ed only in  priva te  le tte rs  exchanged 
w ith  ca re fu lly  selected confidantes.

Sym pathetic to L . O. a t S ta rt
H e r sympathies fo r  the Russian 

Opposition suffered an even more 
ignominious end. In  1923 the p a rt­
ies o f the Com intern had not yet 
been fu lly  “ educated”  in  a n ti-T ro t-  
skyism. The f irs t open a ttack  of 
the septum vira te upon T ro tsky 
caused a d is tinc t uneasiness in  the 
In te rn a tion a l. The Polish pa rty  
protested against the  cam paign; in  
France, the most prom inent pa rty  
leaders expressed themselves s im il­
a r ly ;  in  Germany, the Moscow ap­
paratus encountered, i f  not a re­
sistance, then a t least a reluctance 
to jo in  the pack. A t  th a t tim e, 
K la ra  Ze tk in  took no great pains 
to conceal her sym pathy w ith  the 
Opposition. I t  is true, to be sure, 
th a t she did  not ra l ly  to its  p o lit i­
cal p la tfo rm . T ro tsky ’s re fusa l to 
have B rand ler and Thalhe im er made 
the scapegoats fo r  the Z inoviev- 
S ta lin  policy in  the German Oct­
ober, took the fo rm  o f a conditiona l 
defense o f the fo rm er w h ich  was 
not unwelcme to Zetkin. In  addi­
tion , she was no t alone among the 
R igh t w ing  elements in  the In te r-

na tiona l (W a rsk i was another, fo r 
example) who confounded the Op­
position’s f ig h t fo r  p a rty  democracy 
w ith  th e ir  own desires to “ loosen a 
l i t t le ”  the r ig id  lines of rev lu tio n - 
a ry  M arx ian  doctrine. W hen the 
gap widened between the Opposi­
tion  and the p a rty  bureaucracy, 
when the program  of the fo rm er 
unfolded to its  fu lle s t extent, when 
the precise na ture  o f its  a ttitu d e  
towards the B rand lerites became 
unm istakable— K la ra  Z e tk in ’s sup­
po rt became lukew arm  and then 
cold. Helplessly ensconced among 
the ta rn ish ing  frescoes th a t formed 
the facade o f the bureaucracy, she 
had become a pu re ly  decorative fig­
ure in  the In te rn a tion a l, her pre­
stige and her au tho rity , w ith  the 
heroic revo lu tiona ry  memories a t­
tached to them, serving a cynical 
bureaucracy to conceal its  m alprac- 
tises.

Here was a revo lu tion is t who had 
been accustomed to  speak out fear­
lessly, to strugg le against au th o rity  
under the greater odds, to swim 
against the stream in  the company 
o f such protean figures as the 
founders o f German Communism. A 
ju s t cause had always found in  her 
a courageous champion. Even in  
causes no t so ju s t she had never 
fa ile d  to  express her convictions. In

1922, a t a tim e  when a member o f ment to w ihch an oppressive bureau- learn to avoid the erro rs flow ing  against Rosa. B u t th is  tim e she
the Com intern could s t i l l  de fend ' cracy is  compelled to  reso rt to  its  fro m  them. In  the m ind o f the  too voiced no open protest. The
his views even when they were op-! own ranks. W^hat a te r r if ic  a rra ign*! bureaucracy, th is  aim  occupied a 
posed by the most authentic lead- j ment o f a regime th a t can preserve remote and purely casual place, 
ers, she protested to Len in  a n d ; its e lf on ly  a t the  cost o f such u n - ' The tenor of the campaign was the
T ro tsky against the death sentence 
imposed upon the counter-revolnr 
tion is ts  o f the S. R. pa rty . B u t h a lf 
a decade of S ta lin is t ru le  had re ­
duced the Com intern and its  lead­
in g  figures to such a state th a t 
a K la ra  Zetk in , who once found 
words in  beha lf of those who had 
effected the death of U r itz k y  and 
Volodarsky, who had alm ost assas­
sinated Lenin and blown up T ro t­
sky’s m ilita ry  tra in — could look on 
in  silence w h ile  the a rtifice rs  o f the 
October revo lu tion, the  Rakovskys, 
the Trotskys and hundreds o f 
others, were sent in to  prison, exile 
or banishment. B u t no, not en tire ­
ly  in  silence. F o r w ith  an eye to  
the renown s t i l l  attached to her 
name, the bureaucracy assigned her 
the task o f w r it in g  the scurrilous 
pamphlet fo r  In te rna tiona l con­
sumption, In  w h ich  she dem onstrat­
ed th a t the Bolshevik-Lenin ists 
were re a lly  counter-revolution ists 
and th a t the banishment to Turkey 
o f the organizer of the October in ­
surrection was fu l ly  jus tified .

To resist a Lenin and subm it to a 
S ta lin— no, i t  is  not some in te g ra t­
ing  force in  the present regime,

speakable triu m p h s !
S ilen t on S lander o f Luxem burg

commandment of the jealous de ity  
of Is ra e l: Thou sha lt have no other 
gods than Jehovah, paraphrased to

I f  she vio lated her own consci. |read in,s tead. Kuusinen
enee m  a public assault upon the . . .  „  ivuusmen,
Russian Opposition, she a t feast u J i? 'a Ku,r t  Sauerlamd,
m aintained silence when others . A,,. \ i  never
traduced the memory o f Rosa Lux- j sk ir ts _ le ff  no untouched^vTth
emburg. B u t i t  was a silence nn -; w h ich to besmirc h  her. HmdTeds 
w o rth y  of one who was fo rtuna te  o f ,.red professors„  were ,et lo^

?n° uf  w rn aVeT>SUw a r  , ar0und the Srave o f the dead X
in a “ « - J r S  T Le 'LZ *  £ £ ’ Esecr a, : i ng v u ltu re .  Th*e 
oeraev in  1921 1922 bv try in g  to 1&St Lenin-L iebknecht- Luxem burg 
po rtra y  Resa as a Menshevik. L a r a  th roughout

h y ^ m o r y in g  | i e  d e fa c e r o f the
great Eagle. L a te r too even un- ^  to s taU n . ymns
der the Z inov iev is t dispensation, .
when a R u th  F ischer was seeking F A ^ Iy s *8 o f S ta lin is t Degradation 
to  disseminate the idea th a t Rosa ( And .K la ra  Zetkin? In  the c o rr i-  
had been “ a syph ilis  germ  in  the ' dor of the program  commission of 
body o f German Communism” , the S ix th  W orld  Congress, another 
K la ra  Z e tk in  s t i l l  found suffic ient [ of the old Spartacans, an educated 
strength o f m ind and purpose to ! M arx is t, Herm ann Duncker, almost 
excoriate such an abom ination. B u t j wept w ith  m o rtifica tion  before his 
the tr ium p h  o f S talin ism  has meant in tim ates a t the idea th a t the

theory o f socialism  in  one country 
had been Inserted in  the program  
o f the In te rn a tion a l. “ M ust we

no t on ly the physical bu t the spir. 
Itu a l underm in ing o f the Interna, 
tiona l. In  the last tw o years, the 
campaign launched against Rosa now vote to Include i t  in  the pro-

m aking fo r  tru e  homogeneity o f Luxem burg exceeded a l l  im aginable gram  too?”  Yet he voted fo r  it, 
revo lu tiona ry  doctrine, th a t ex­
plains such a prenomenon. Such a 
h u m ilia tin g  fa l l  was the inexorable 
resu lt o f th a t m ora l disembowel-

bounds. I t  was not an undertak ing 
calculated to analyze the defective 
parts  o f her doc trine  so th a t the 
modern Communist movement m ig h t

and d id  not voice h is protest open­
ly . K la ra  Z e tk in  m ust have asked 
herse lf a s im ila r question when the 
detestable cam paign was launched

pecu lia r tr ium p h  o f S ta lin ism
which heralds its  own collapse
meant fo r  her, as fo r  a l l revo lu ­
tion is ts  who fa iled  to choose the 
a lte rna tive  o f open struggle, a gag 
in  the mouth, a para lyz ing o f the 
w ill,  a te rr ib le  s p ir itu a l degrada­
tion .

* * * *
K la ra  Z e tk in  was one o f the h a lf ,  

dozen Spartacans le ft  in  the In te r .  
an tional, and w ith  her death the 
best o f the Jiving is gone. She em­
bodied in  her finest days the  lin k  
between the p re -w ar L e ft w ing  
movement in  the social democracy 
and the In te rn a tion a l th a t was re ­
constituted under the banner o f 
Bolshevism. She b rough t w ith  her 
the great tra d itio n  o f th a t resolute 
group th a t formed its e lf  under the 
name of the heroic organizer o f the 
slaves’ revo lts  in  a n tiqu ity . Is  i t  
perhaps symbolic th a t K la ra  Ze tk in  
should die ju s t a fte r  the ignom in­
ious death o f the Communist p a rty  
which she helped to found? The 
tra d itio n  o f the Spartacans, how 
ever, established in  the d a rk  days 
o f the war, is not irrevocable. The 
new Communist movement in  Ger­
many, r is in g  lik e  a phoenix out o f 
the ashes o f the dead, w i l l  revive 
a ll th a t was glorious in  the  old 
tra d itio n  and the memory o f the 
old w a rrio rs , and enrich i t  w ith  
the strugg le  fo r  the libe ra tion  o f 
a ll the  oppressed.

—M A X  SHA C H TM  A N j


