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Around the 'Recovery’

How the Boss Class 
Receives the N .I.R .A .

The In d u s tr ia l Recovery A c t 
m arks a fu r th e r  step in  the E uro­
peanization of Am erican economy, 
through its  close coordination of 
industries fo r  the purpose of estab­
lish ing  fixed policies as to prices, 
wages, production, sales methods, 
e tc .; its  foundation in  class co lla ­
boration between indus try  so co­
ord inated and the re fo rm is t trade 
un ions ; and the draw ing-in  o f the 
state au th o rity  in to  an in tim a te  
supervision of the whole process of 
coordination and collabora tion . 
France o f the T h ird  Republic, Ger­
many under the W eim ar constitu ­
tion  and even under the Ka iser, a f­
fo rd  much closer pa ra lle ls  to  the 
“ new deal”  than H it le r ’s Germany 
or M usso lin i’s I ta ly .

O f course, i t  is  a l i t t le  hard  fo r 
some of the "rugged in d iv id u a lis ts ” 
to get used to the idea o f exerting 
th e ir  influence over the indus try  
th rough a trade association, instead 
o f the "free  com petition”  to  w h ich  
they are accustomed, and to solve 
th e ir  labor problems in  collabora­
tion  w ith  the Greens, the W olls and 
the Lewises, instead o f by the pol­
ice club. Some o f them  have not 
yet understood th a t according to 
the pres identia l ed ic t th e ir  highest 
a im  in _ life  is  to  provide "purchas­
ing  power”  and to  keep factories 
going— they keep th in k in g  of pro fits  
and wondering i f  the G reat W hite  
Father a t W ashington understands 
w ha t business is a l l about. Many 
of them, on the o ther hand, have 
been qu ick to grasp the new idea, 
and the S tandard O il in terests d * 
not hesitate to  pu t the power to 
f ix  prices and to allocate produc­
tio n  r ig h t in  the hands of the p re­
sident. They understand th a t “ p u r­
chasing power of labo r” , as carried 
out by a president who sets a wage 
scale o f $1 a day fo r the re foresta­
tion  workers, who cuts the veterans’ 
pensions and the salaries o f the 
Federal employees, is  something 
th a t w i l l  no t in te rfe re  w ith  pro fits .

The f irs t  few  weeks o f the N.R.A. 
show however th a t th is  trans ition  
fro m  the old  methods o f dealing 
w ith  the workers, w ith  the fis t, to 
the new methods, w ith  the ou t­
stretched hand, has no t ye t been 
fu lly  made. A l l  the codes have to 
repeat the statements of the act 
about the r ig h t o f collective bar­
ga in ing, the w orkers ’ freedom from  
com pulsion to jo in  company unions, 
and the w illingness o f the manu­
factu re rs  to  comply w ith  the regu­
la tions about hours and wages.

A n analysis of the actua l code*, 
subm itted, p a rtic u la r ly  by the la rg ­
er industries, shows th a t the boss­
es w ^n t to keep th e ir  hands free 
in  dea ling  w ith  labor. The steel 
indus try  was the  most outspoken, 
decla ring  th a t the fo rm  o f employee 
representation w h ich  i t  has had fo r 
years, an empty and fo rm a l cere­
mony, d'oes no t need to be changed 
to f i t  in to  the “collective ba rga in­
in g ”  required by the act. T h is  is 
no t even a company union, bu t to 
take no chances, a number o f steel 
companies have been organizing 
company unions as w e ll. So have 
many coal operators, even in  Ken­
tucky. In  any event, they know 
th a t they can - 'w ays deal w ith  the 
A. F. L . fakeio, who are the on ly 
representatives of labor recognized 
by the government. The A. F. L. 
is  p u ttin g  on a te rr if ic  organization 
drive, p u ttin g  hundreds of organ­
izers in to  the field, and reaching 
basic industries lik e  steel, auto­
mobiles, etc., w h ich  have been clos­
ed to them  Mp to now.

On th *  v ita l question o f wages, 
the f irs t few  codes prepared so fa r 
show the same e ffo rt to seem to be 
doing something fo r  the worker, 
w h ile  in  re a lity  m aking as few  con­
cessions as possible. The m in im um  
wage provisions are in  re a lity  mean­
ingless : in  the f irs t  place, they ap­
p ly  on ly to one class of labor, the 
lowest paid, and even here they can 
be and w i l l  be evaded by c lass ify ­
in g  workers as “ learners and ap­
prentices”  who can then be paid 
less than the alleged “ m in im um ” ' 
wage. Second, the rates are fig u r­
ed by the week or the hour, w h ile  
the rea l l iv in g  standard o f a w o rk­
er is measured by h is wages over 
the period o f a year. T h ird , con­
tra ry  to the governm ent’s promisee, 
no th ing has been pu t in to  the codes 
to prevent s t i l l  fu r th e r  speeding- 
up so as to make i t  possible fo r 
employers to fire  many workers, get 
the same volume o f production out 
o f those rem aining, and thus keep 
th e ir  to ta l wages paid unchanged, 
even w h ile  paying a h igher ra te  
per hour o r per week. F ourth , i f  
piece-work rates are perm itted, 
w hat becomes of the m in im um  
wage? Even the president had to 
recognize th a t the te x tile  code was 
too raw  in  th is  respect, and to  make 
the deal look p lausible to the w o rk ­
ers he had a statem ent inserted 
th a t ho u rly  rates were no t to  be 
changed to  piece-work rates in  the 
e ffo rt to defeat the purposes o f the 
code.

The provisions as to hours are

also being le ft open to a l l k inds of 
ju gg lin g  in  the codes subm itted so 
fa r. N o t a single one o f them  
guarantees a m in im um  number of 
hours o r weeks of w ork  in  a year, 
a„ w e ll as a m axim um , w h ich  would 
be a concession in  so fa r  a)s i t  
would set the year’s earnings, not 
the week’s o r the hour’s, ae a 
standard. The provision fo r  fo r ty  
hours a week in troduced by the 
tex tile  code have been taken as a 
m in im um , and the lum ber code even 
provides fo r a fo rty -e ig h t hour 
week. The Roosevelt enthusiasm 
fo r the th ir ty -h o u r week was onee 
reflected in  the B lack B i l l  and fat 
the provision tha t w ork  on the new 
navy ships Ifor w h ich  bicte w i l l  
he opened sho rtly  must be on a 
th ir ty -h o u r weekly basis. Now i t  
seems to have vanished.

Instead, there are a num ber of 
provisions whereby w ork  can be 
piled up fo r a certa in  period, run ­
ning as h igh  as s ix  months in  some 
cases, fa r  above the so-called “ m ax­
im um ”  hours o f the code, on the 
pre text tha t the in dus try  is con­
tinuous, as claimed by the 
and the rayon employers.

W AVE OF 'RECOVERY' STRIKES!
B reak ing  through the class co lla ­

boration net of the N IR A  workers 
from  C a lifo rn ia  to New Y ork  are 
s tr ik in g  against s tarva tion  wages 
and slave conditions.

Reading Hosiery Workers 
In  Reading, Pa., the en tire  w o rk­

ing class population ra llie d  to the 
support o f the s tr ik in g  Hosiery 
W orkers in  a splendid demonstra­
tion  of so lida rity . Jails, clubbings 
and gas bombs w h ile  exposing the 
m ailed fis t behind the “ Raw Deal”

Organize Strike Am ong  

M irror M akers

New York, N. Y.—A m arvel o f o r­
ganizational e ffo rt was achieved re ­
cently by a number o f young w o rk ­
ers in  the m irro r novelty line, a 
branch of the pocketbook and ladies 
handbag industry .

The m ir ro r  novelty line  is  not a 
large one. Nevertheless i t  consists 
of some ten o r twelve shops em­
ploying 70 o r 80 workers, boys and 
g irls , coverers, pasters, tippers, etc. 
who are the most explo ited o f the 
sem i-skilled section o f the w o rk ing
class. The indus try  was en tire ly  

steel neglected by the various factions in  
| the labor movement. A lthough  the 

The whole question of m axim um  Trade Union U n ity  League has at

(Continued on Page 4) (Continued on Page 4)

New Boss Attacks in Britain
Militant Strikes Mark Beginning of Workes s' Resistance

Edinburgh, Scotland.-
ish cap ita lis t class is 
gressive mood. Despite the pious 
protests o f the pa rliam enta ry L a ­
bor Party , a scheme fo r the reor­
ganization of the police force upon 
a m ilita ry  basis is  now w e ll ad­
vanced and m iddle class youth are 
being specially tra ined a t Cadet 
schools fo r service as police officers. 
A t the same tim e the number of 
special constables w il l  be increased 
and tjie  strength of the force raised 
to f if ty  thousand men under the 
supervision of the reactionary Lord  
Trenchard, now Commissioner of 
Police.

A long w ith  th is  new police o r­
ganization comes news of a new 
Unemployment Insurance Act, the 
outcome o f the labors of several 
government commissions. Accord­
ing to sem i-official statements made 
in  the government press, the new 
act w i l l  contain a t least one dras­
tic  change in  the adm in is tra tion  
of unemployment benefit, namely, 
a scheme fo r  the conscription of 
labor. A t the present tim e, the 
m a jo rity  of unemployed persons 
have exhausted th e ir  o rd ina ry  bene­
f it  and are now receiving tra n s i­
tiona l o r tem porary payments pro­
vided they can satis fy  the au thor­
ities  th a t they have no other means 
o f maintenance.

Unemployed Conscripted
Under the new act these persons 

would on ly receive benefit provided 
they are prepared to enro ll a t spe­
c ia l w o rk  centers to be organized 
by the state. The state would then 
undertake to tra in  the unemployed 
in  hand icrafts, trades and physical 
cu ltu re  at a cost o f 4 m illio n  
pounds. The two schemes, reor­
ganization of the police and organ­
iza tion o f conscript labor, dovetail 
adm irab ly  in to  each other and in  
the event of any emergency, such 
as large-scale s trikes o r w ork ing  
class demonstrations, the state 
w i l l  have a t its  disposal a m il ita r ­
ized police force and also an arm y 
o f co,creed s tr ike  breakers calcu­
lated to smash any form  of w ork ing  
class resistance.

The B r it is h  ru lin g  class is look­
ing  fa r  ahead and w ith  a du p lic ity  
in the a rt of s ta tecra ft they seek 
to screen th e ir in tentions behind 
a mock attack upon German Fasc­
ism. They have backed up the 
protest of Lansbury and the Labor 
pa rty  against H it le r  w ith  th e ir  own 
protests mouthed by the jingo  
C h urch ill and Cham berlain. The 
la tte r pa ir suggest th a t Fascism 
w i l l  never find a place in  B r ita in  
as a system o f government and in ­
deed, a t the present tim e, there 
seems no need of any great Change 
in  the tra d itio n a l method of pa rlia  
m entary democracy.
Cowardly Document of Labor Party

B u t th is  is on ly a superfic ial view  
of th ings and only the unw ary could 
imagine th a t B r ita in  can escape 
the Fascist t id a l wave th a t is  sweep­
ing  Europe. No doubt the method 
of in troduc tion  w i l l  be pecu lia rly  
B ritish , the m ailed fis t concealed in  
the velvet glove, bu t the dreams of 
a pa rliam enta ry  m a jo rity  s t i l l  be­
ing  indulged in  by the leaders o f 
the Labor p a rty  seem to  be rudely 
shattered. A t any rate, th e ir  re ­
cent m anifesto denouncing both 
Communism and Fascism in  favo r 
o f pa rliam enta ry  democracy w i l l  go 
down in  h is to ry  as one of the most 
cow ard ly and hyp ocritica l docu­
ments ever issued by a group of 
so-called leaders o f a h igh ly  devel-

The B r it-  Labor government w h ile  the capl­
in  an ag-j ta lis t class c la im  to have cleared 

the decks fo r a period o f tra n q u il 
government under the Ramsey Mc­
Donald adm in is tra tion . B u t i f  dem­
ocracy is s t i l l  to  be the order of 
the day, then why disclaim  against 
Fascism? And i f  a period of peace­
fu l progress lies ahead then why 
reorganize the state machine and 
conscript labor upon the Fascist 
model?

To these questions the cap ita lis t 
spokesmen usually answer by po in t­
ing know ing ly  to the la test figures 
issued by the m in is try  o f Labor 
w h ich reveal th a t there are now 
only 2,438,108 persons registered a t 
the Unemployed Exchanges and th is  
is 309,235 less than a year ago. The 
number of persons involved in  trade 
disputes fo r  the f irs t s ix  months of 
th is  ygar was on ly 59,000 and the 
number of w o rk ing  days los t am­
ounted to 530,000 w hich is a sign 
o f peace compared w ith  the 40 m il­
lion  w o rk ing  days lost per year 
du ring  the period 1924 to 1930. B u t 
the w ily  statesmen of the cap ita l­
is t class know th a t these figures 
conceal ra th e r than reveal the rea l 
position o f B r it is h  capitalism . The 
struggle upon the in te rna tiona l 
arena is tak in g  a heavy to ll upon 
B r ita in  and her balance of trade 
goes from  bad to worse, as witness 
the decrease in  im ports  fo r  thie 
f irs t s ix  months of the year by 
40,488,875 pounds and exports by 
11,743,579 pounds. The desperate 
efforts of the B r it is h  employers to 
ra tiona lize  th e ir industries in  order 
to do ba ttle  upon the w o rld  m arket 
has given b ir th  to a series of un­
offic ia l strikes fought in  the teeth 
of opposition from  the trade union 
bureaucracy and on ly defeated by 
the most b ru ta l use o f police and 
hunger___________________________

have not weakened the s p ir it  o f the 
Reading strikers.

Hollywood Movie Workers 
Am erica’s th ird  largest indus try  

— H ollyw ood F ilm  Ind us try— is
crippled by a s trike  of 665 sound 
engineers supported by a sym path­
etic s trike  o f 5,000 other workers. 
They demand shorter hours and in ­
creased wages.

Meat Packers in Omaha 
Meat packers in  Omaha, granite 

workers in  C a lifo rn ia , fu rn itu re  
workers and food workers in  New 
Y ork  are engagedl in  m ilita n t 
strikes.

Uniform Makers in N. J.
In  Red Bank, N. J., workers em­

ployed in  the m aking o f police and 
arm y un iform s have jo ined the Am ­
algamated C loth ing W orkers and 
are s tr ik in g  against the wages pro­
posed by the N IR A  Code.

In  isolated shops, towns and 
trades innum erab le o ther strikes 
are tak in g  place. Some are led by

G en'l S trik e  
in Furniture 

Trade of N .Y .
New York, N. Y.— F our thousand 

upholsterers were called out last 
Thursday, Ju ly  27th on a general 
s tr ike  o f the industry . The ca ll 
was issued a t the M anhat­
tan Lyceum by the Executive 
Committee o f Local 76 o f the Am ­
erican Federation of Labor at a 
s tr ike  meeting of over 800 s itt in g  
under banners of 42 of the largest 
shops of greater New Y ork. De­
m onstrations of enthusiasm and 
s p ir it  swept the h a ll a t the pro­
posal o f the chairm an, B ro ther A l- 
pert, fo r  a general s trike  in  the 
m orn ing fo r the basic demands o f 
the 30 hour week and the m in im um  
scale o f $1.40 per hour. Irv in g  
Plaza, headquarters of the strike , 
was packed th is  m orn ing w ith  the 
f irs t day’s response to the call. Com­
m ittees were organized to cover 
every shop in  the c ity  down to and 
inc lud ing  the one and tw o man 
shops. Preparations are under way 
fo r a k itchen to feed the strikers. 
A l l  ind ica tions po in t towards a 

- m ilita n t and determ ined figh t to 
unionize the trade.

1 Left Wing Joins Strike 
| Caught completely unprepared by 
the general s trike  call, the pa rty  

| frac tion  of the F u rn itu re  W orkers’
* In d u s tr ia l Union met ha s tily  last 
1 n igh t, and w ith o u t consulting the 
membership of the union, also c a ll­
ed a “ general s tr ike ”  o f the fou r 
or five shops over w h ich i t  has 
“ contro l” . In  contrast to the A. F. 
o f L., th e ir  demands are fo r  the 40 
hour week and fo r  the $1 per hour 
basic wage. Th is is the cu lm ina tion  
o f the weak and confused “ un ited 
fro n t from  below”  po licy against 
w h ich the L e ft w ing group has 
struggled over a period o f months.

Two days ago, a t a meeting of 
five shops called by the In d u s tria l 
Union, the mask of u n ity  behind 
w h ich the P arty  bureaucrats had 
been h id ing , was to rn  from  the ir 
faces when they answered the de­
mand fo r  m erg ing the r iv a l unions 
w ith  a “ decision”  from  above tha t 
the .In d u s tr ia l Union w i l l  be m ain­
ta ined a t a ll costs. F o r months the

the A. F. o f L .— a scanty few  by 
T. U. U. L. organizations bu t gen­
e ra lly  they are spontaneous strug­
gles w ith o u t organized leadership.

The sp littin g  tactics of the A. F. 
of L. bureaucrats, and the sectar­
ian course o f the S ta lin is ts  have 
together served to th ro ttle  the pos­
s ib il i ty  o f a rea l un ited struggle of 
a ll workers capable of smashing 
the slave N IR A  codes and w inn ing  
the five-day week and the six-hour 
day w ith  increased pay.

Pocketbook W orkers  

W in  Conditions

New York.— A t a mass meeting 
in  Webster H a ll,  the Pocketbook 
workers heard a report of th e ir  
manager Stein, th a t an agreement 
was reached w ith  the In d u s tr ia l 
Council o f the Leather Goods Em ­
ployers Association. A fte r the man­
ager’s report a lengthy discussion 
took place fo r  and against accept­
ing the agreement. The m a jo rity  
o f the workers lis ten ing  to  the 
heated discussion decided to accept 
the agreement w ith  a m a jo rity  
vote.

I t  was the L e ft w ing th a t made 
the figh t to continue the s tr ike  un 
t i l  the bosses w i l l  g ran t a ll the de-

( Continued on Page 4)

Roosevelt's Radio 
Speech Asks for 

Class ' Peace'
The significance of Roosevelt’s 

speech last Monday n ig h t cannot 
be overestimated. I t  constitutes an 
h is to rica l m ilestone in  the down­
ward development of w o rld  cap ita l­
ism. I t  foreshadows the whole 
course of the Am erican bourge­
oisie in  the coming period, both at 
home and abroad.

“ I  have no sym pathy,”  said the 
head man of cap ita lis t America 
a fte r fo u r years o f crisis, “ w ith  
the professional economists who in ­
s ist th a t th ings must run  th e ir 
courses and tha t human agencies 
can have no influence on economic 
i l ls ” .

And the president went on to 
affirm  the fu tu re  u tiliz a tio n  o f 
“ human”  agencies by the bourgeois 
class. W hat th is  means, he makes 
quite clear. I t  is the closer and 
more open m erging of the economic 
interests o f thè ru lin g  class w ith  
th e ir po litica l, state apparatus. In  
other words, a system o f state capi-

St.Louis-Hotbed of Strikes
Shoe Workers Rebel in Strike Without 'Leaders7

(Continued on Page 3) (Continued on Page 4)

St. Louis, Mo.— Six months ago 
the m a jo rity  of St. Louis w ork ing 
class tongues were wig-wagging-; 
“■Just w a it t i l l  the breweries open 
up.”  Every other w orker tempered 
his impatience to  enjoy a decent 
standard o f liv in g  w ith  the rose- 

’ colored vis ion of the “ good old 
! days” . To-day every w orker knows 
from  b itte r experience th a t even 99 
pere’ent beer in  2 fo r  5c steins 
could not solve our s itua tion— tha t 
of 17,000,000 unemployed starv ing  
because of “ over-production” .

R is ing  prices have stim ulated 
production, tem po rarily  a t least, in  
certa in  o f the local in d u s tr ie s : 
Clothing, shoes, boxes, etc. The in ­
creased cost of liv in g  has driven 
the St. Louis workers fo rw a rd — to 
union organization and to m ilita n t 
strikes fo r  h igher wages, shorter 
hours, etc.

The local A F L  organization com­
m ittee has organized over 3,000 
workers in to  th e ir  various c ra ft un­
ions w ith in  a re la tive ly  short period 
of time, prin ters, shoe-workers, 
metal-trades workers, c lo th ing, etc. 
The Needle Trades W orkers’ In d u ­
s tr ia l Union seems to have passed 
out o f existence.

The In te rn a tion a l Ladies Gar­
ment W orkers’ Union, w ith in  fou r 
weeks tim e, has a rap id ly  grow.ing 
membership th a t w i l l  soon have the 
mass of shops in  St. Louis organ­
ized. T h is  is an im portan t achieve­
ment, even though the IL G W U  is a 
R igh t w ing  union, when one consi­
ders th a t the St. Louis needle trades 
have been notoriously open shop 
fo r many years. A lready many of 
the sm aller factories are organized 
100 pe rcen t; and inroads» are being 
made on the la rger c lo th ing  com­
panies.

The count-em-on-your-hand mem­
bership of the sectarian N T W IU  
lias, correctly, in d iv id u a lly  jo ined

T H E  N .I.R .A  - S U M M E D  U P
The decay o f w o rld  cap ita lism  is 

the condition th a t prepared the 
foundation fo r  the In d u s tr ia l Re­
covery Act.

The In d u s tr ia l Recovery A c t can 
be summed up as fo llo w s :

1. I t  is  an attem pt to prop up 
a to tte rin g  and decaying capiatl- 
is t system.

2. I t  is  an attem pt to organize 
p roduc tion ; instead i t  w i l l  enlarge 
a ll o f the basic contrad ictions.

3. I t  is an attem pt to regulate 
com petition ; instead i t  w i l l  in tens­
i f y  com petition.

4. I t  has the elements of state 
capitalism .

5. The defeat o f the German 
w ork ing  class by Fascism has 
caused a p o lit ic a l regrouping in  
w o rld  po litics and has accelerated 
the Am erican im peria lis ts ’ attem pt 
to reorganize the in te rna l economic 
forces in  preparation fo r  more e f­
fective in te rna tiona l struggles and 
fo r  w ar.

6. I t  reveals to a greater ex­
ten t the true  ro le  o f the state as 
an ins trum en t of suppression fo r  
the dom inating class. The pa rtner­
ship o f government and in du s try  is 
not new. O nly the fo rm  of a re­
la tionsh ip  is changing, from  a con­
cealed to a m ofe open form .

7. I t  w i l l  organize Cartels 
through government aid.

8. I t  w i l l  resu lt in  a government 
subsidy to  the  b ig  cap ita lis ts  and 
the “ s ick”  industries and is p a rt o f 
the p lan to  raise the price level

oped w ork ing  class. They cla im  t o 1 * * * 5 * o f commodities, 
be preparing  fo r  another te rm  o f I 8. I t  Is a method o f e lim in a tin g

the sm all producers.
10. The establishment o f the 

codes and the m in im um  wage fo r  
each industry , suitab le  fo r  the b ig  
cap ita lis ts  w ith  large constant 
capital, modern methods of produc­
tion  and a high degree o f exp lo ita ­
tion , w i l l  e lim inate the sm all pro­
ducers who cannot live  up to the 
new form of competition.

11. The r ig h t to c u rta il produc­
tion  through the code agreements is 
a weapon in  the hands of the big 
cap ita lis ts  against the sm all pro­
ducers.

12. I t  w i l l  resu lt in  a lower stan­
dard o f liv in g  fo r  the Am erican 
workers.

13. Speed up and ra tiona liza tion  
w il l  be intensified.

14. The rea l wages o f the w o rk­
ing  class w i l l  be reduced regardless 
o f w hat the money wage may be.

15. I t  w i l l  establish a low  m in ­
im um  wage w hich w i l l  become the 
average and then the maximum.

16. The reduction of hours as 
presented by the code is the stagger 
plan.

The 30 hour week is a denial of 
and a carica ture  o f the s ix  hour 
day and five day week.

17. I t  w i l l  establish a class colla­
boration m achinery to  hold in  check 
the w ork ing  class. A rb itra tio n  w il l  
be established fo r  every industry .

18. I t  is  an attem pt to head off 
the class upheavals in  the near fu ­
ture.

19. I t  is  an attem pt to prevent 
strikes. I t  w i l l  ou tlaw  strikes. 
S trikes w i l l  be against the bosses’

government. The cap ita lis ts  w i l l
hide behind the Am erican flag to a 
fa r  greater degree.

20. The code makes provisions fo r
a money wage increase o f from
5 percent to  10 percent to prevent 
strikes due to the rap id  rise in  com­
m od ity  prices.

21. The workers’ “ r ig h ts ”  under 
the code only begin a fte r the em­
ployees threaten to repudiate the 
employers’ slave codes— then the 
cap ita lis ts  and th e ir  government 
w i l l  resort to a rb itra tio n  to pre­
vent strikes.

22. I t  is an attem pt to side-step 
the dole and social insurance, ab­
sorbing some o f the unemployed 
through the stagger plan and by 
the inaugura tion  o f a public works 
program  fo r  the benefits of the con 
trac to rs ’ and cap ita lis ts ’ profits, to 
employ some of the unemployed fo r  
the equivalent o f re lie f.

23. I t  is an attem pt to prevent 
the establishm ent o f clhss strug 
gle unions and instead to m a in ta in  
the status-quo, o r to establish Com­
pany Unions— or safe conservative 
unions such as the A. F. L.

24. I t  is  an attem pt to reorgan­
ize the surplus labor power to the 
high productive forces o f Am erican 
industries.

25. The In d u s tr ia l Recovery A ct
is an admission of the bankruptcy 
o f the cap ita lis t mode o f production 
and is an unworkable substitute fo r 
the solution —  the revo lu tiona ry  
overth row  o f the  cap ita lis t system 
and the establishment o f a W ork ­
ers’ Government. —H . O.

the ILG W U . E ffo rts  are being 
made by the L. O. to organize a 
L e ft w ing bloc inside o£ the In te r ­
national Ladies Garment W orkers’ 
Union, w ith  the co-operation o f the 
S ta lin ists. A  m utua lly  agreed upon 
L e ft w ing  slate has been ten ta tive ­
ly  accepted and is going to  be 
fought fo r  at the coming union elec­
tions.

The organization campaign has 
forced the la rger shops to make 
gestures of N IR A  lib e ra lity  to the ir 
employees— concessions to stay the 
workers’ enthusiasm fo r union or­
ganization. E ly  and W alker, fo r 
example, increased the wages of 
th e ir  2500 workers an average of 
11 percent ju s t last w eek; fo llo w ­
ing a 10 percent increase granted 
a short tim e previously. These “ free 
w i l l ”  wage increases na tu ra lly  only 
make up fo r a sm all pa rt o f the 
reductions o f the past throe years.

M inor strikes, medium strikes, 
monster strikes— a ll sizes in  v a r i­
ous industries concretize James 
P. Cannon's words a t his last 
months’ lecture here— “ the next per­
iod of Am erican business w ill usher 
in  a re ign o f strikes, strikes on a 
la rger scale, a change in  the psy­
chology of the w ork ing  class and an 
increasing in te rest in  revo lu tion.”  
The tem porary spur to production, 
due to in fla tion , has ushered in  
a wave of both spontaneous and 
planned strikes in  the proverb ia l 
open shop tow n of St. Louis.

The m inor strikes in c lud e : Rest­
aurant workers a t a fashionable 
n igh t club organize and picket fo r  
h igher wages; the socia lly  accept­
able lorgnette hostess be lieving 
the ir labor to be w o rth  only $4.60 
a week. The butchers toddle over 
the sidewalks of St. Louis demand­
ing union recognition.

The Food W orkers’ In d u s tr ia l 
Union, which recently gained wage 
increases o f approxim ate ly 100 per­
cent in  fou r Funsten N u t Compan­
ies, conducted another successful 
s trike  at Hoffm an Bros. N u t Com­
pany. Mass picketing meant mass 
arrests, m ilita n cy  meant police 
clubbings, bu t the so lid a rity  of the 
m ilita n t nu t pickers became the 
ta lk  o f the town. A fte r fizzled a t­
tempts to use scabs, Hoffm an was 
forced to accede to the wage de­
mands o f the nu t pickers. 90c fo r 
p icking a 25 lb. box of pecans is 
not a h igh wage by any .method 
of com putation, bu t i t  w i l l  never­
theless resu lt in  nearly 100 per­
cent increased pay checks.

The L e ft Oppsition offered organ­
iza tiona l aid to the nu t and rag 
company strikers, saying th a t we 
were ready to help in  any way we 
possibly could. The rank and file  
S ta lin is ts  were n a tu ra lly  pleased 
a t the offer o f support. One, A1 
Rosener, promised to meet the 
w r ite r  and come w ith  a plan fo r 
u tiliz in g  our help. But, poor chap, 
he promised before looking up to 
those who were looking down. The 
bureaucrats stopped hold ing th e ir  
noses and thumbed-down the whole 
“ counter-revolutionary”  proposal.

Rag-pickers s tr ik in g  at G. Mathes 
and a t Aaron Fere an'd Sons have 
been on the p icket line  fo r over 
tw o weeks. Mass arrests, b ru ta l 
police clubbings, the determ ination 
o f the $3.00 a week “ rag-pickers 
to w in  or die, has fin a lly  forced 
the democratic m ayor to appoint 
an “ investigating”  committee. The 
committee reported back, recom 
mending no d iscrim ina tion  in  m at­
te r of wages to w h ite  and colored

ta lism  w h ich is not uns im ila r to 
the benevolent despotism o f the 
Seventeenth and E ighteenth cen­
tu ry  kings.

The idea of “ benevolent”  re­
trenchment of the ru lin g  classes is 
rehashed in  a new form , w ith  the 
oppressed classes standing to gain 
even less than in the p a s t; the p a rt 
of the “ despot”  s t i l l  sharper, tha t 
o f “ benevolence“  even more shal­
low.

W hat is the pa rticu la r “ human”  
agency M r. Roosevelt refers to? 
I t  is the so-called blanket code, 
proposed by the “ N a tiona l Recovery 
A dm in is tra tion ” . W hat are the 
“ economic il ls ”  th is  agency is to 
remedy? They constitute the o r­
ganizational backwardness of Am ­
erican cap ita lism  in  re la tion to its  
outstanding ly predom inant position 
on the w orld  m arket.

How w i l l  the support which the 
president calls fo r in  regard to  the 
code accomplish the task he sets 
himself?

I t  is intended firs t of a ll, by g iv ­
ing up the form er, reckless “ lais- 
sez fa ire ”  po licy, to ra lly  A m eri­
can cap ita lism  on s tr ic t ly  na tional 
lines fo r  a breath ing spell on the 
in te rna l m arket w h ich w il l  pe rm it 
a concerted, na tional a ttack on the 
w orld  m arket.

I t  is intended, in  the second 
place, to fo res ta ll a pow erfu l move­
ment fo r  t lie  w orkers ’ way out o f 
the crisis, by th row in g  a sop to 
the 17,000,000 desperate proletary- 
ians, whose elemental, immediate 
demand is a job  w ith  ha lf-w ay to l­
erable' pay, through the in troduc­
tion  of the stagger system, pure 
and s im p le : and furtherm ore, by 
cora lliug  the forces o f the w ork ing  
class, ahead of time, in  servile, 
class co llabora tion is t organizations, 
through tlie  sponsoring of A. F. of 
L. a c tiv ity  in  such a manner as 
to entrench the influence of capi­
ta l's  lieutenants w ith in  labo r’s 
ranks.

A ll in  a ll, a scheme fo r the E u r­
opeanization o f indus try  on the 
“ Am erican”  mass scale, w ith  a ll its  
benefits fo r the bourgeoisie and as 
l i t t le  as possible of its-draw backs.

T h is  is the meaning o f the Chief 
Executive's o ra tio n : the m obiliza­
tion  of the cap ita lis t United States 
fo r a long range drive  tow ard ab­
solute w o rld  do m in a tion ; a deter­
mined and care fu lly  conceived plan 
to chain the w ork ing  class to th is  
drive.

I t  is necessary to realize the 
thorough cunning o f th is  scheme, 
its  far-sightedness. The approach 
towards its  fu lf illm e n t is in  itse lf 
remarkable. M r. Roosevelt calls 
upon “ the employers of the nation 
to sign th is  convenant w ith  me—  
in the name o f pa trio tism  and hu­
m an ity ” .

He calls upon “ the workers to 
go along w ith  us in  a s p ir it  of 
understanding, etc.”

P a trio tism  is demanded of the 
bourgeoisie r ig h t off the bat. The 
whole na tiona lis tic  paraphanalia 
is set in to  motion. Badges of honor 
to be handed out to employers who 
“ cooperate” . S trong national ag ita­
tion  has already been broadcast, in  
a ll the -stands the adm in is tra tion  
has taken on in te rna tiona l affairs, 
in  a ll the speeches. M r. Roosevelt 
can already boast o f achievements 
insofar as the bourgeoisie is con­
cerned. Hasn’t  he reestablished 
the cred it o f the country when i t  
lay prostrate? Haven’t  he pu t 
through the Farm  B il l  to c u rta il 
ag ricu ltu ra l production and raise 
fa rm  prices fo r the benefits of a l l 
the farm ers' creditors? He feels 
th a t he threads on sure ground 
here, tha t he can make demands 
o f the bourgeoisie. He has been 
th e ir  man.

O f the workers he on ly demands 
tha t they “ go along w ith  us.”  In  
th is  field he is not so sure. For 
w hat achievements can he boast of 
here? The m iserable conservation 
camps, w ith  th e ir  forced labor and 
th e ir $1 a dav wage slavery? This 
is not very lik e ly  to impress the 
workers. In  the meantime, strikes 
o f a ll sizes and amplitudes sweep 
the country. I t  is necessary fo r  
the cap ita lis t s tra teg is t to go easy 
w ith  the workers. They are in  
no mood fo r  fanfares.

He m erely pleads w ith  the w o rk ­
ers “ th a t no aggression is now nec­
essary to  a tta in  those (the w ork­
ers’ ) r ig h ts ”  He m erely assures 
them th a t "nobody w i l l  be pe rm it­
ted to w h it t le . . .  .aw ay”  the righ ts  
w h ich  they have not got.

He prefers to w a it and see how 
the workers w ill fa ll* fo r the gag 
o f the stagger system and the m in ­
imum wage— w hich every cap ita l­
is t w i l l  have no trouble to trans-

doing same w ork, and wage in- form  in to  the maximum wage,
(Continued on Page 4) (Continued on Page 4)
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Lessons of the 
United Front

P O LITIC A L PACTIONS W IT H IN  
AN ORGANIZATION

The un ited fro n t is the tactic  
th a t enables us to  b ring  together 
the combined pressure of various 
organizations o f the w o rk ing  class, 
B u t one finds th a t a conference 
o f many p o lit ic a l tendencies o r a 
trade union th a t has many p o litica l 
tendencies raises another problem 
w ith in  the broad problem o f the 
un ited fron t. A  conference or o r­
ganization th a t has many d iffe rent 
p o litica l tendencies w ill,  in  the m ain 
d iv ide  between R igh t and L e ft and 
Centre. W ork ing agreements, of 
tem porary measure, on one o r more 
issues, w ith in  the conference or o r­
ganization, w i l l  to  a great degree 
determ ine w h ich  section of the con­
ference or organization, Right-Cen­
tre  o r Le ft, w i l l  dominate the o r­
ganization or conference. T h is  u n i­
ted fro n t is conducted on the sapae 
basis as any un ited fro n t. H ow ­
ever, the complicated situa tion 
causes in tensifica tion  o f contradic­
tions between p o litica l tendencies 
w h ich  proceed a t a more rap id  
tempo.
IS  IT  PROPER TO BREAK  
A U N ITE D  FRONT?

A un ited fro n t is on ly a temopr- 
a ry  agreement on im m ediate de­
mands in  action and must be pre­
served as long as i t  functions fo r 
the CLASS IN TER EST. I f  the de­
velopment o f the strugg le and the 
un ited fro n t fo r one reason o r the  
another is transform ed from  the 
basis o f class struggle to th a t o f 
class co llabora tion and the R igh t 
w ing  is about ready to betray or 
sell out— i t  is the du ty of M a rx ­
is ts  and revo lu tion is ts  to po in t out, 
and t5 w arn  o f the danger, and i f  
i t  cannot be corrected, then the 
L e ft w ing m ust break the un ited 
fro n t "BEFORE TH E BETRAYAL. 
Such action w i l l  resu lt in  a tempor­
a ry  setback, not due to the break 
bu t due to the sell-out. However, i f  
the L e ft w ing has conducted its e lf 
correctly, broke away in  time, and 
s t i l l  re ta ins the confidence of the 
masses, who could no t see th e ir 
position a t the tim e o f the break, 
the L e ft  w ing  can lead in  the re ­
organ ization of the forces, o r in  
checking the re trea t and prepare 
fo r  a come-back.
COMPROMISE

The un ited fro n t o f d iffe rent 
w ork ing  class organizations, in  the 
f irs t  place, is an attem pt to increase 
the pressure against the cap ita lis t 
class, and in  the second, a give- 
and-take proposition between the 
organizations. In  the fina l analy-

FROM THE MILITANTS

I.L .D . Expels 3 W orkers  

in Minneapolis
Minneapolis, M inn.— In  M arch

1933, three members o f the L . O. 
jo ined the M cD uffy  branch o f the 
I.  L. D . : Joe Ross, M. B. Dunne 
and Celia Cazanov. Upon our en­
t r y  in to  the organ ization we found 
an almost to ta l lack of a c tiv ity , 
sm all membership, (6  o r 7 active 
people) and no defin ite plan fo r im ­
mediate w ork. We soon became ac­
tive,proposed w o rk  and helped to 
ca rry  i t  out. Comrade Cazanov 
was sent to Chicago to represent 
the M cD uffy  branch of the I.  L . D. 
a t the Chicago Free Tom Mooney 
Congress. We also served as dele­
gates a t the May Day Conference. 
And in  short conducted ourselves in  
such a manner as to ga in  the re­
spect and approval o f the I. L . D. 
member. New elements jo ined and 
old members, who had dropped out, 
d id  not escape the a tten tion  of the 
returned.
O ur grow ing influence angered the 

P a rty  bureaucrats, and a systematic 
campaign to isolate us was under 
way. Over the protest o f honest 
members whom we had won to our 
support we were g radua lly  removed 
from  a ll ac tiv ity . The rea l issue, 
which of course was Trotskyism , 
d id  not come in to  the open u n t il 
the meeting of June the 23th. A t  
tha t tim e i t  was brought in to  an 
educational m eeting by Sam Bern­
stein, a P arty  bureaucrat. The 
charge was made th a t there were 
disrupters in  the I.  L . D., th a t the
d isrup ting  elements were the T ro t- b ru ta l i ' d ls rnp tive  tactic8 o f the 
skyites and he proposed a house
cleaning.

A  pa rty  w orker took the floor and 
stated th a t i f  there are any dis­
rup ting  elements they w i l l  be push­
ed out from  ac tiv ities  and also from  
the organ ization by the members 
themselves.

Fearing tha t the L. O. members 
m igh t get a big support (yes, from  
P a rty  members and sym pathizers) 
i f  they were to  continue the way 
they started, Bernstein then made 
a m otion th a t the branch arranges 
another educational meeting fo r 
next F rida y  where any k ind  of a 
question can be discussed, “ yes, 
even T rotskyism , i f  you please” , 
po in ting  a t comrade Cazanov. The 
m otion also included a house clean­
in g “  a t th a t same meeting. Com­
rade Ross then suggested th a t i t  
should be an open meeting • and 
th is  was accepted even by the bu­
reaucrats Davis and Bernstein, and 
of course w ith ou t any opposition on 
the pa rt of the members.

A ll threats o f exposing the L. O. 
a ll ta lks o f expelling d isrupters,

n igh t. Comrades Cazanov and Dunne 
were met in  the porch of the W ork­
ers C u ltu ra l Center by S. K . Davis. 
He stopped us a t the door and 
stated th a t we were not to be a l­
lowed in  the meeting. When ask­
ed fo r  a reason, he said th a t i t  was 
a decision. We asked whose deci­
sion. He refused to  answer. We 
started our. in tentions o f going in  
and appealing to  the membership.

sis i t  is a v ic to ry  fo r  th a t organi- c,amu au an ti-c lim ax F rida y  
zation and its  leadership which 
knows w hat to give and w hat to 
take. The representatives dele­
gated fo r the un ited fro n t confer­
ence and those who w i l l  do the 
negotia ting m ust know in  advance 
w hat the objectives, of the un ited 
fro n t and the organ ization are and 
w ith in  w ha t fram e-w ork they m ust 
w ork.

Compromises on secondary ques­
tions can and m ust be made and 
a ll the more so when fr ic t io n  is 
about to s p lit the conference or 
organization. However, one must 
know how to d is tinguish between 
compromises and compromises. The 
sam% word can be filled  w ith  two 
d iffe ren t contents. One must never 
compromise on princ ip le , w h ile  one 
can compromise on other factors.
I t  is  up to the representatives and 
delegates to know the difference 
between these tw o words of com­
promises.

F o r example, a t the June 1033 
Unemployed Conference in  Chicago 
the report of the program and pol­
icy  committee was amended on the 
question o f the un ited fro n t, to 
f irs t s trike  out the clause, “ the 
r ig h t of p o lit ic a l c ritic ism ” , and 
second, to  s tr ike  out and change the 
word “ force” , in  the sentence which 
said “ any organization not enter­
ing  the un ited fro n t m ust be forced 
in to  i t . ”  The committee comprom­
ised on the word force and changed 
i t  to a m ilder form , bu t the com­
m ittee would not budge one inch 
o r compromise on the question of 
p o litica l c ritic ism . The question of 
po litica l c ritic ism  is a question of 
p rinc ip le  bu t the question o f mod­
ify in g  the word force is not.
LEADERS AND LEADERS

A fte r a group o f labor fakers 
have sold out and betrayed the 
workers i t  is often the style to 
condemn a ll leaders. One m ust be 
able to d is tingu ish  between d iffe r­
ence kinds of leaders. I t  is  always 
in  place to  ca ll fo r  rank and file 
CONTROL and no revo lu tion is t or 
M a rx is t is  opposed to rank arid file 
control. I t  is out o f place and 
wrong to  ca ll fo r  rank and file  
LEADERSHIP. Rank and file  
leadership is an empty slogan, yet 
as h a rm fu l as the slogan o f the 
“united front from below” Both 
are inverted non-M arxian slogans.

(To be Continued)

SPARTACCUS YOUTH CLUB 
ORGANIZED IN  BROW NSVILLE

Last Thursday, Ju ly  20th, the 
Sparatcus Youth Club o f Brow ns­
v il le  was launched. E ig h t com­
rades attended and about a ha lf 
dozen more w i l l  soon jo in . Most 
of the members are expelled com­
rades from  the Young Communist 
League, Am erican Youth Club and 
Student Forum . There is a healthy 
sentim ent fo r  the Spartacus Youth 
Club in the section w h ich  should 
Insure rap id  progress.

A t its  f irs t meeting George Ray 
was elected as organizer, Joe E l l i ­
ott, secretary-treasurer and M orris  
Kent, lite ra tu re  agent. Plans are 
being made to get headquarters 
for the Club in the near fu tu re .

th a t a constant, da ily  stream  o f i 
donations are received. Further-1 
more, I  can safe ly say, as fa r  as 
Glasgow is concerned, p ractica lly  
the sole p a rty  a c tiv ity  is  the sale 
of the D aily Worker.

The “ Red Clydeside”  as we once 
knew i t  seems no longer to exist. 
The scenes witnessed such as M ay 
Day, 1918, when despite a ll threats 
100,000 workers took the day off 
m arched' in  procession w ith  bands, 
banners, red flags and revo lu tion­
ary  songs were the order of the 
day, are only memories. The side­
w alk, en routej was a t th a t tim e 
lined w ith  sympathizers who raised 
approving cries. A t the Glasgow 
Green every one of the 22 p la tfo rm s 
commanded a crowd. S o lid a rity  and 
struggle were the orders o f the day, 
sectarianism was relegated to  ob­
scurity  no tw iths tand ing c ritic ism  
and counter-critic ism . Then again 
“ Bloody F rid a y ”  (Jan. 1919) was 
a spontaneous expression of w o rk ­
ing  class so lida rity . These th ings 
happened when the pa trio tic  w ar 
fever was s t i l l  in  the a ir  and be­
fore the inaugura tion  o f the C. P. 
G. B. These item s prove conclu­
sive ly tha t the pa rty  has rea lly  
fa iled  in  its  approach to the mass­
es. A fte r being excluded fro m  the 
P a rty  fo r  “ T ro tsky ism ”  (before I  
knew _ the p la tfo rm  o f the L. O .), 
n a tu ra lly  I  fe lt  despondent, fo r  
some considerable time, a t my isola­
tion , but now th a t one senses the 
definite grow th  o f the L . O. in  th is  
country the mood has passed and 
once more we enter the figh t.

I  have never been a p la tfo rm  
man bu t nevertheless I  trave l 
around the Labour Exchanges, 
streets and spots where “ Reds”  
congregate and I  take p a rt in  dis­
cussions and in fo rm a l debates. A t 
f irs t the current against the L . O. 
position was strong and I  used to 
have people on a ll sides “ yapping”  
a t me, but now the s itua tion  is 
gradua lly  changing and I  am de­
f in ite ly  w inn ing  the support of 
many p a rty  members and sympath­
izers. So fa r  we have no t started 
an L. O. group, but th a t can be 
explained by the widespread pov­
e rty  as many po tentia l members are 
qu ite unable to buy lite ra tu re , le t 
alone pay subs to a party.

I  am going through the back 
numbers o f the M ilitant you sent 
and am co lla ting  m ate ria l fo r  re­
p r in tin g . Previously I  was able to 

Glasgow.— Many thanks fo r your set a comrade to cyclostyle mater- 
parcel o f M ilitants and five copies ia l irom  tlle  “ Permanent Revolu-

and s it t in g  down in  fro n t o f it ,  
flanked by a p a ir o f P a rty  strong 
arm  men. He refused to give a 
reason o r to discuss the question. 
He advised us to appeal to  a h igher 
committee.

To show the b ru ta l in tentions of 
the “ door guard” , we give another 
inc ident th a t took place the same 
evening. Sam Lessin, an active 
w orker in  the Jew ish fie ld, came to 
the meeting la te r fo r  the purpose 
of jo in in g  the I .  L . D . He was 
stopped, questioned and insu lted by 
the same people. When he argued 
back, the “ guards”,, (several in  
num ber) set upon him  to beat h im  
up. He was forced to w ithdraw , 
to avoid a beating.

The foregoing gives a good cross 
section view  of the loca l I .  L. D. 
In  a c ity  o f 400,000 people there 
is one function ing branch o f the 
organization composed of tw en ty 
workers, fifteen o f whom are P arty  
members. Out of th is  number per­
haps ten are active. The organiza­
tion  is devoid o f democracy. A ll 
decisions of im portance are handed 
down fro m  the top. A l l  committees 
and speakers are selected by the 
Executive Committee. There fc 
very l i t t le  discussion and no educa­
tion. The weaknesses of the move­
ment and the degeneracy of the 
leadership can best be shown by 
po in ting  out th a t they do not care 
to expel the L e ft Oppositionists a t a 
membership m eeting of the branch, 
fo r fea r o f the discussion and ex­
posure of th e ir  bankruptcy.

We appeal to the membership of 
the M cDuffy branch of the M innea­
polis I .  L . D. to repudiate the

D is tr ic t bureaucrats, and to demand 
o f th e ir  leadership, th a t we be 
given a hearing a t a membership 
meeting, and th a t we be given fu l l  
membership r igh ts  u n t il our case 
and whatever charges w h ich are 
placed against us are acted upon.

J. ROSS.
M. B. D U NNE.

C E L IA  CAZANOV.

A  M ilitan t W rites From 

Glasgow; Scotland

OHIO JOBLESS UNITED

o f the Ju ly  1st issue. La te ly  I 
have been purchasing several cop­
ies o f the M il ita n t  every week fo r  
c ircu la tion  among m y colleagues in  
the unemployment queues.

We have been able to arrange 
also, through our London comrades, 
action in  fo rw a rd ing  the bundles 
of the M ilita n t.  I  received the 
firs t lo t last week, then another 
fo r  supplies of the Red F lag  (organ 
of the B r it is h  L. O .). O w ing to 
general conditions here, I  am a fra id  
i t  w i l l  be some considerable tim e 
before the Red F lag can develop 
in to  a weekly. N a tu ra lly  I  am 
doing w hat I  can to sell the paper 
and also to raise funds fo r its  con­
tinuance. You w i l l  understand the 
position when I  say tha t the Daily- 
W orker (London) has a struggle to
live  and has been once again c u t ' encq_ o f any U. S. S. R. delegation 
to fo u r pages of a size sm aller than; (a t the P aris  anti-Fascist Confer- 

He responded by closing the door the M ilita n t.  T h is  despite the fa c t 'cnee). For some tim e past I  have

tio n ”  a copy o f which I  possess, 
but a t present i t  is going the 
rounds o f the comrades. F u rth e r­
more,, J  dra fted  m ate ria l from  the 
“ Real S itua tion  in  Russia” , a copy 
of which is in  the lib ra ry . The 
on ly other w o rk  o f comrade T ro t­
sky, in  addition to the above men­
tioned, in  the Glasgow lib ra ries , is 
the H is to ry  of the Russian Revolu­
tion , ju s t recently added. The I.  
L. P. put in to  c ircu la tio n  a Copy 
of comrade T ro tsky ’s speech a t 
Copenhagen (Nov. 1932), bu t the 
price charged was six-pence and I  
am now endeavoring to arrange the 
p r in t of th is  speech fo r  sale a t one 
penny.

I  am pleased to see the points 
raised in  the current (J u ly  1st) 
issue o f the M ilita n t about the abs-

Youngstown, Ohio.— Twenty-seven 
delegates from  13 unemployed o r­
ganizations (4 Leagues and 9 Coun 
c ils )  met in  Youngstown on Ju ly  
23 and formed the Federation of 
Unemployed Organizations o f Ma­
honing and T ru m b u ll Couties. The 
present basis o f representation is 
one delegate from  each u n it o r­
ganization, bu t i t  is  lik e ly  th a t a f­
te r other organizations have been 
brought in to  the Federation th a t 
the representation w i l l  be on a 
p roportiona l basis.

J. S. Neff was elected cha irm an 
o f the Federation, C. W a lke r—  
Vice Chairm an, H enry Mack— Sec­
retary, and H a ro ld  Newby— Treas 
ure r. The Federation Committee, 
w h ich  includes 13 members now and 
w il l  be enlarged as other organ i­
zations affilia te, was instructed to 
w ork  out a constitu tion  fo r  the 
Federation in  complete harmony 
w ith  the po licy and s truc tu re  of 
the Federation of Unemployed 
W orkers Leagues o f Am erica a t 
Chicago. I t  was also instructed 
to w o rk  out a program  fo r  the Fed­
era tion w h ich  w i l l  include the fo l­
low ing  points proposed a t the con­
ference : im m ediate re lie f and un­
employment insurance a t the ex 
pense of the bosses and th e ir  ■ gov­
ernment, the 6-hour day and 5-day 
w o rk  week w ith  an increase in  
pay, an increase in  wages and re ­
lie f  to meet the increase in  prices, 
against forced labor, the money fo r 
unemployed re lie f and insurance to 
be raised by tax in g  incomes in  
h igher brackets, against evictions 
and foreclosures. The Committee 
w i l l  probably find i t  necessary to 
recommend, from  tim e to tim e  th a t 
other points be included in  the pro­
gram.

The f irs t w o rk  o f the Federation 
w i l l  be the pa rtic ip a tion  o f its  var 
ious organizations in  centralized 
August F irs t  demonstrations under 
the leadership o f the Federation 
Committee and w ith  unemployed 
slogans and demands. The second 
task is the im m ediate preparation 
fo r  a s tr ik e  against forced labor 
in  the two counties. The Columbus 
Convention passed a reso lution to 
go on s trike  A ugust F irs t  bu t the 
N a tiona l Committee o f the N ation­
a l Unemployed League, according 
to one o f its  members Mrs. Mettee, 
has w ise ly postponed th is  action 
u n t il the necessary preparation has 
been made. The M ahoning and 
T rum bu ll Federation w i l l  prepare

pu t fo rw a rd  th is  po in t and drawn 
a tten tion  to the fa c t th a t no Soviet 
delegation was included in  the Con­
gress and th a t no statem ent had 
been issued to the Congress by the 
C. P. S. U. Despite the fa c t th a t 
several delegates went from  Glas­
gow no pub lic  report has been g iv ­
en ; needless to say the delegation 
was composed o f paid p a rty  offi­
cials.

Nevertheless, we w i l l  yet tear 
down th is  b a rr ie r o f reaction and 
hypocrisy w ith  the hope th a t once 
m ore' the L . O. w i l l  take its  r ig h t­
fu l place in  the pa rty  and th a t the 
Comintern, inspired by new blood, 
w i l l  again be used as a guid ing 
force towards w orld  revo lution.

— M.'

fo r  th is  s tr ik e  by means of Federa­
tion  mass meetings and demonstra­
tions throughout the tw o counties.

I t  was announced a t the confer­
ence th a t a Federation had also 
been form ed in  the Lucas County 
(Toledo) D is tr ic t, and th a t the 
Councils and Leagues in  th a t area 
were cooperating very effective ly 
a t the present tim e in  a s tr ike  
against forced labor. I t  w i l l  be 
necessary in  the near fu tu re , when 
various sections of the state begin 
to take s im ila r action, th a t a State 
Federation be form ed in  order to 
d irec t th is  w o rk  properly. The fa c t 
th a t these local federations have 
in va ria b ly  a ffilia ted  w ith  the Fed­
era tion of Unemployed W orkers’ 
Leagues o f Am erica w i l l  he lp enor­
mously to strengthen the N a tiona l 
Federation which is the rea l basis 
fo r  complete fu tu re  am algam ation 
of a ll unemployed movements.

A t  the m eeting o f the C a ll 
Committee when the agenda fo r  the 
Federation meet was draw n up not 
one single word was mentioned re ­
gard ing the W orkers’ Unemploy­
ment Insurance B i l l  bu t the de­
mand th a t has been the centra l 
po in t in  the local un ited fro n t ap­
peals was reindorsed fo r the agenda 
—-Immediate R e lie f and Unemploy­
ment Insurance a t the expense of 
the Bosses and T he ir Government. 
Nevertheless, Mack, who was en­
trusted w ith  job  o f w o rk ing  out 
agenda details, inserted under 
im m ediate action”  the endorsement 
o f the Insurance B IL L  without con­
sulting other members of the Call 
Committee. When th is  po in t came 
up, Newby pointed ou t th a t there 
was a great danger th a t centering 
the figh t fo r  Unemployment In s u r­
ance around th is  B i l l  would guide 
the movement in to  fu t ile  parliam en­
ta ry  channels; th a t details such as 
the $10 m axim um  re lie f m igh t be 
used against the workers in  the fu ­
tu re  and th a t such deta ils  should 
not be decided upon u n t il the w o rk ­
ers are strong enough to  force such 
a measure through so th a t such 
deta ils can be worked ou t to meet 
the needs of th a t tim e w ith  rea l 
in fla tio n , e tc .; and th a t the p ro­
visions o f the B il l  p rov id ing  fo r  
“ the average wages in  the respec­
tive  industries and te rr ito r ie s ”  was 
not something rad ica l workers 
should figh t fo r, th a t i t  was bad 
enough to have class d iv is ions 
based on wage differences w'hich 
the bosses make, and th a t the w o rk­
ers should demand the same ade­
quate re lie f fo r each a d u lt and de­
pendent regardless o f whether he is 
a laborer, sem i-skilled, sk illed , of­
fice o r professional w orker. M ack 
pu t fo r th  some explanations but 
a m otion to re fe r the B i l l  to  the 
Federation Committee fo r consider­
ation was passed w ith o u t objection.

— N.

L .O . Members in 
Eviction Protest
The New Y ork  branch held its  

regu lar B row nsv ille  open a ir  meet­
ing  last F rid a y  w ith  several hun­
dred workers attending. George 
Ray acted as chairm an, the speak­
ers were B il l Mathewson on Roos­
evelt's New Deal and Joe C arte r on 
the lessons of the German events 
fo r  the Am erican w o rk ing  class. 
On previous occasions the Com­
m unist pa rty  members attem pted 
to break up the meeting e ither by 
demanding the p la tfo rm  or s ta rtin g  
a rev iva l meeting across the street.

A fte r  a number of question from  
the audience, A  Dasch, the pa rty  
fe llow  who beat up one o f our com­
rades the week before, asked the 
speaker to ad journ  the meeting and 
ca ll on the crowd to help the U n­
employed Council stop the eviction 
o f a jobless Negro w orker, Bryan, 
several blocks away. The speaker 
rep lied by s ta ting  th a t such a re­
quest had been used on previous 
occasions to d is rup t open a ir  meet­
ings but th a t we would have two 
more questions and then go as a 
group to cooperate w ith  the Unem­
ployed Council. The tw o questions 
were asked and answered. One of 
the pa rty  members “ demanded”  the 
p la tfo rm  to rep ly to the speaker. 
H is  demand was m et w ith  a re ite ra ­
tion  o f a ca ll fo r  a debate between 
the L e ft Opposition and the Com­
m unist party . The p a rty  members 
were advised to discuss w ith  us not 
w ith  th e ir  fists— th is  rem ark was 
p a rtic u la r ly  aimed a t Ilaesch— bu t 
by arguments. The meeting then 
adjourned and the en tire  audience 
proeeded to the home o f the 
evicted Negro worker.

The Unemployed Council opened 
a m eeting in  fro n t o f the house. 
We volunteered speakers but were 
to ld  th a t the secretary o f the U n­
employed Council w ou ld  have to 
Consent— he was not to be found. 
Soon the emergency police squad 
yanked the speaker from  the p la t­
fo rm  and waded in to  the crowd 
w ith  clubs. A  number o f workers 
were h u rt and had to receive medi­
cal treatm ent. Among those h u rt 
were tw o members of the Spartacus 
Youth Club, Herm an Gladstone, 
and Sam Shabel.

The branch w il l  hold another 
open-air meeting a t B r is to l and 
P itk in  next F rida y  evening.

FOR NEW  YORK  
OPEN A IR  M EETING S  

Manhattan: 7th St. and 2nd Ave.
every Thursday n ig h t 6 P. M.

; 86th S treet and Lex ing ton  Ave., 
1 every F rid a y  n ig h t 6 P. M. 
Harlem : 125th St., and 5 th  Avenue, 

every Saturday n ig h t 8 P. M. 
Bronx: 163rd Stredt and Prospect 

' Ave., every Sat. n ig h t 8 P. M.

JULY ISSUE OF 
YOUNG SPARTACUS READY  

! The Ju ly  issue of Young Spar­
tacus is ready fo r sale and d is tr i­
bution. I t  contains artic les on the 
Am erican revo lu tion  o f 1776, re- 
fo restra tion , an t-w ar day, August 

I 1st, N a tiona l In d u s tr ia l Recovery 
| Act, a n tiw a r youth congress, youth 
| strikes and ac tiv itie s  o f the Spar- 
| tacus Youth Clubs.
| Branches o f the Communist 
League and ind iv idua ls  who have 

j been receiving bundles o f Y. S. w i l l  
have to pay fo r  them a t three cents 

j a copy or communicate w ith  us as 
to w ha t they do w ith  the bundles. 
IKose branches who do not respond 
w ill be cut from the list beginning 
with the August number.

The Colum bus Conference
2. The Stalinist -  Muste Bloc at the Unemployed Gathering

call demanded to be seated as re­
gu la r delegates. A fte r a s trugg le 
the Musteites gave in  and a ll, w ith  
the exception o f the Unemployed 
Council delegates, were declared 
regulars.

The L e ft Opposition was the on ly 
p o lit ic a l group besides the C. P. L . 
A. th a t made its  appearance as 
such at th is  conference, being re­
presented by a fra te rn a l delegate 
who d is tribu ted  a statement stress­
ing  the significance of the Recovery

ora tory. The Columbus conference 
was true  to tra d itio n . The only 
im portan t accomplishment on the 
afternoon of the second day was 
the adoption o f a constitu tion  and 
some m inor resolutions w h ich were

(Continued fro m  las t issue) i blem of the conference was the Am-
I I .  The Stalinist-Muste H o t  | erican flag. T h is  su rp ris ing  b it  of

The m ain th ing, therefore, to in fo rm ation  was en tire ly  confirmed 
bear in  m ind, in  seeking to under-! by the las t day's proceedings of 
stand the Columbus conference iB w h ich the greatest p a rt was indeed
the fac t th a t the S ta lin is ts  in  utter spent in  heated discussion o f the _  ............ ... _  ... .............
despondence over th e ir in a b ility  to place of the Stare and Stripes in  A “t  ,Ui(1 °irg i ng the Convention to 
contro l the Federation mechanl- the constitu tion  o f the organization. \ am l[ate to the N ational Federation, 
cally, rushed in to  the arms of Must» j A fte r  wide in q u iry  the reason fo r | i t  seems to have become an es 
and the horse-trading began. An 
agreement was reached between 
Muste and the Unemployed Councils 
tha t, since ne ither was satisfied 
w ith  the Federation, fo r his own 
good reasons, they would both 
sabotage it.  Muste therefore agreed 
not to a ffilia te  w ith  the Federation 
and to favo r the committee of five- 
five-five, prov id ing  the Unemploy­
ed Councils would keep out o f 
Muste’s conference and le t h im  es­
tab lish his na tiona l organization 
unmolested. The bargain was 
struck and each rejoiced in  h is  own 
wisdom, confident th a t the five-five- 
five propostion as ou tlined by 
Brow der berofe the Federation 
would w ork out to  th e ir  own ad­
vantage. I t  would. A  committee 
o f fifteen, on which the  Muste- 
S ta lin  bloc would have a mechani­
cal m a jo rity  from  the s ta r t wan 
sure to capture the hegemony a t 
the January conference. As to  the 
question w h ich  one o f the  tw o 
would get the best o f the bargain 
a fte r the conference, th a t question 
could w a it. Both the S ta lin is ts  
and the Musteites know a tr ic k  or 
tw o about the fine a r t o f packing 
conventions and cap turing  mechani­
cal control.

Now, i t  must be remembered, 
tha t the o rig in a l ca ll fo r  the Col­
umbus Conference was addressed to 
a ll unemployed organizations, invit-

this became apparent. In  discus- tablLslled tradition thw  the first 
swn with various delegates this il- d and a half or two days of a 
luminating fact was revealed: the tbree day WOrking class conference 
Muste group, in its great haste to should be wasted in wi„djamming 
carve itself a place in the American 
labor movement, had gone into the 
field and built up mushroom unem­
ployed organizations by catering to 
all of the prejudices of the back­
ward small-town workers. I t  was
not an uncommon sight during the j ¡ ^ h e T t e r e  nor there since they 
recess periods to see some excited did not affect the policy of the
delegates rush up to Mr, Budens organization. True, on that same 
and demand of him didn t you pro-; d am(d much trumpeting and flag 
mise to organize us into a patrio tic: waving a Declaration of Independ- 
organization under the stars and ence couched adopted was in a de- 
Si.rlpe- v., t nd vWOUld «dedly radical verbiage. I t  is
!  ? P‘^  ha! e_,t0 8dmit 11181 he also true that the whole assemblage had. This catering to the prejudr g(;00d up and sang “America” and
ices of the more benighted workers waved more flags after the adop. 
made it  possible for the bourge- tion of thig wind Declaration.' 
oisies hirelings within the conven-| Be it also sald) that the stalin.

1st “General Staff” under Hatha-tion  to  s h ift the discussion from
class struggle to pa trio tism  and the- way>8 perSonal command, to its
American flag. shame, did no t find i t  necessary to

The fo llow ing  was the f irs t reso- intervene and a t least attem pt to 
lu tion  passed by the conference. s h ift  the discussion to proper
w ithou t a dissenting vote ; “ The 
Stars and Stripes forever. When 
r ig h t we uphold the m ; when wrong, 
we seek to r ig h t them” . No com­
ment is necessary. One fe l t  very 
much like  going over to the P arty  
“ General S taff”  in  the ad jo in ing  
box and asking them i f  th a t did no t 
somehow upset th e ir  theory o f the 
“ revo lu tionary upsurge” . B u t then 

lng them a ll to partic ipate. B u t | one could also save one’s breath to 
the Federation had been founded in  cool one’s porridge. Yet i t  was 
the meantime and fo llow ing  tha t, th is  reactionary mass th a t was to 
the horsetrad ing bargain between constitute the m a jo rity  o f the Na- 
the S ta lin is ts  and Musteites s truck, tio n a l Conference.
Muste therefore bethought h im se lf The N ationa l Conference
the better and dedicated the C o lum -! A  heated debate fo llowed the 
bus conference to  the founding o f opening o f the national Conference, 
a na tional organization o f the Un- The po in t o f dispute was the ques- ' ca lling  fo r  the above described 5- 
employed Leagues. i tion  o f the status of the delegates j 5-5 proposition. Th is  was the real

H aving arrived  a day ahead o f who had come from  the organiza- heart o f the argument, and the re­
tim e, the w r ite r  was able to  w itness lions  th a t are not contro lled by 1 solution committee was s t i l l  d iv id - 
the proceedings of the last day of Muste. T rue to  th e ir  bargain, the \ ed on i t  a t the end o f the second 
the state conference o f the Ohio Unemployed Council de legation ' day. Meanwhile, another resolu- 
Unemployed Leagues. From  the sought to  be seated only as fra t-  j tion  subm itted by an Opposition- 
comments o f the observers of the ernal delegates. O ther delegates is t which read to the effect th a t 
f irs t tw o days o f th is  conference however, who had come from  v a r i- ! i f  a un ifica tion conference was to  
I t  appeared th a t the cen tra l pro- ous states in  response to the f irs t !  be called, a l l unemployed organlza-

channels. An agreement is an agree­
ment— at least fo r the tim e ¿eing. 
The reciprocal double-crossing 
would come la te r in  the haggling 
over the spoils.

The real question as to  the course 
to  be followed by the new organi­
zation in  the d irection o f un ify in g  
the unemployed movement was s t il l 
to be decided on. Resolutions on 
tha t po in t had been subm itted by 
Oppositionist delegates. The aim  
of the Opposition frac tion  was to 
have the conference go on record 
ins truc ting  the incoming National 
Committee to- a ffilia te  to  the N A­
T IO N A L  F ED ER ATIO N . T h e  
Musteites also entered resolutions

tions have representatives on the 
provisional committee, and not 
m erely the U. C., U. L. and the Fed­
eration as proposed by the Muste­
ites, was tampered w ith  and an in ­
sertion made which changed the 
entire meaning o f the resolution.

T ha t n igh t the real struggle broke 
out in  the meeting o f the presid ing 
committee in  which the w r ite r  re­
presented the I llin o is  delegation. 
The representatives of the Unem­
ployed Council and those of the 
Federation had been in v ited  to 
make a statement to  th is  commit­
tee. Am ter spoke fo r  the U. C. and 
a fte r  a good b it  o f hypocritica l 
demagogy fin a lly  broached the 5- 
5-5 proposition. He spoke w ith  
great w a rm th  about u n ity  and the 
necessity o f federating the various 
unemployed organizations on a 
state-wide scale. B u t his remarks 
on the N ational Federation were 
ra the r ambiguous. He poured out 
his ta le  o f woe o f how the Unem­
ployed Council which is the biggest 
organization na tiona lly  w ith  a mem­
bership o f 260,000 (he d idn ’t  w ink  
when he said th a t)  on ly  has a 
measly tw o representatives on the 
na tiona l committee o f the Federa­
tion, and generally characterized 
the Federation in  very un fla tte ring  
terms.- Asked b lu n tly  by the 
w r ite r  whether he, on behalf of 
the U. C., was proposing th a t the 
National Unemployed Leagues affi­
lia te  to the Federation or not, Am ­
te r evaded the question. La ter, 
however, one o f A m ter’s satélites, 
a certa in  notorious F rankfe ld , 
b lu rted  out th a t a ffilia tion  to the 
Federation was unnecessary.

T rue to th e ir  compact, the S tal­
in is t and M usteite members o f the 
N ational Committee o f the Federa­
tion  had acted to prevent a  unani­
mous statement from  being brought 
in  by the Federation. Tom D ixon 
and George Leech—chairman, and 
secretary o f the Federation d id  
howeyer state th a t the m a jo rity  of 
the national committee urged th is  
conference to  go on record fo r  a f­
filia tio n . B u t the S ta lin is ts  even 
contested th is  statement. I t  must 
have been a perplexing problem 
indeed fo r  the members o f the pre­
s id ing  committee who were un­
aware o f the gentlemen’s agreement 
ex isting between the S ta lin is ts  and 
Musteites, to  see the representa! 
tives of the U. C. w h ich  organi­
zation was a member of the Federa­
t ion  and has tw o  members on its 
na tiona l committee, nevertheless 
appear and argue v io len tly  against 
a ffilia tio n  to  th is  same Federation.

A bitter struggle followed the 
dismissal of the representatives of

both organizations. The- figh t cen­
tered between the tw o L e ft Opposi­
tion is ts  who introduced a motion 
fo r  a ffilia tion  and Muste who press­
ed a counter m otion fo r  the com-: 
m ittee o f 15. The sm all hours of 
the m orn ing came and found the 
committee divided over th is  ques­
tion . The meeting fin a lly  ad journ- i 
ed to reconvene next m orn ing and 
hear another statement from  the 
Federation. j

In  the meeting of the national 
committee o f the Federation w h ich 
went in to  session a fte r being d is - j 
m i-ssei by the presidium , the Stal- ; 
in ist-M uste combination again block- ; 
ed the poss ib ility  o f a unanimous ’ 
statement fo r  a ffilia tion . When the 
presid ium  convened the next m orn-| 
ing  D ixon again had to report o n 1 
a d iv is ion  o f opinion w ith in  the* 
na tional committee. A t th is  po in t 
Dennis Batt, a notorious renegade 
from  Communism— a deserter to the 
Republican party , came to Muste’s 
rescue by m oving th a t the  presid ing 
Committee sha ll not urge the con­
vention to in s tru c t the indk>mlng 
N ationa l Committee on any ce rta in  
policy o f un ifica tion  but th a t the 
entire  m atter be le f t  to  the  d is­
cretion o f the N ational -Committee. 
A fte r  some w rang ling  the m otion 
was passed by a vote o f 20-5 and 
Muste’s face l i t  up in  a  tr iu m p h a n t1 
smile. I

Since the strategy o f the Muste- ; 
ites was such, they n a tu ra lly  were 
very jn u c h  interested in  hearing no 
report from  the reso lution commit-^ 
tee. A  report on policy would cer­
ta in ly  be embarrassing since th a t 
would b ring  the disputed question' 
to the convention floor. j
Accordingly, the chairm an reported ; 

on the proceedings o f the p re s id ium , 
and pu t Dennis B a tt ’s m otion to  a j 
vote. iWere the convention to en- j 
dorse th a t m otion i t  meant th a t i t  
would au tom atica lly  inva lida te  any | 
resolution th a t m ig h t be reported j 
on la te r. The delegates o f the 
W orkers League and the Opposi- ! 
t lo n if ts  pu t up a b itte r figh t against 
such procedure, and fo r  a ffilia tion . ' 
B u t ju s t as the strugg le grew th e , 
hottest, the S ta lin is ts  stepped in  
and in  true  Judas fashion saved 
the s itua tion  fo r  Muste by p lay­
ing  on the backwardness o f the 
delegates and u rg ing  them to vote 
against a ffilia tion  and fo r  the mo- ! 
tion. Reaction prevailed— the mo­
tion  carried. |

The fina l report o f the m a jo r ity ! 
o f the members o f the resolutions 
committee, w h ich  had somehow got­
ten together, rOcomended a ff ilia - j
Ration. B u t th is  was q u ick ly  j
steam-rollered ou t o f order and th e '

rest o f the day spent in  m aking 
bombastic nom ination speeches fo r 
the various members o f the Na­
tiona l Committee.

Here i t  is  necesary to say a w ord 
about the conduct of the Lovestone- 
ites a t th is  conference. T he ir role 
was t ru ly  cha racte ris tic  o f an op­
po rtun is t group. The fac t th a t 
tw o  Lovestoneites are members o f 
the na tiona l committee o f the Fed­
eration d id  not prevent them from  
draw ing up a document called 
“ D ra ft P rogram  fo r N a tiona l Fed­
eration of Unemployed organiza­
tio n s ” . From  a ll ind ica tions the 
Lovestoneites are also dissatisfied 
w ith  having on ly  tw o members on 
the N ational Committee o f the 
Federation, and came to th is  con­
ference ready to bu ild  a new fed­
eration. The on ly  difference be­
tween them and the S ta lin is ts  lay 
in  the fact th a t the fo rm er open­
ly  spoke against the ex is ting  Na­
tiona l Federation on the convention 
floor and the Lovestoneites d id  so 
in  personal conversation only. N o t 
once .during the Conference d id  a 
Lovestoneite take the floor and 
speak fo r  a ffilia tion .

A t th is  tim e when the Roosevelt 
government is in troducing elements 
of state cap ita lism  w ith  a ll its  te r­
r ib le  consequences fo r  the w ork ing  
class, a t th is  tim e when a clear line 
o f action must be worked out to 
enable the Am erican p ro le ta ria t to 
figh t back, the b lind  em pirica l S ta l­
in is ts  ciln on ly th in k  one thought 
— how to capture mechanical con­
tro l o f the unemployed organiza­
tions. Th is  in  the name o f U n ity . 
Yes the S ta lin is ts  are fo r u n ity—  
prov id ing  they have a stranglehold 
on the given organization. Le t 
but a voice o f dissention challenge 
th e ir  rule, and they w i l l  not hesi­
ta te  to  s p lit  th a t organizations in to  
smithereens.

The L e ft Opposition m ust learn 
from  these experiences. We must 
seek to  entrench ourselves in  the 
unemployed organization, w e  m ust 
s tr ive  to raise the unemployed 
movement from  its  present level 
o f “ soup consciousness”  to the level 
o f class consciousness. We need 
have no fea r o f w o rk ing  as a sm all 
m in o rity . Armed w ith  the weapons 
o f M arxism  we sha ll in  due tim e 
w in  the m a jo r ity  ju s t as sure ly as 
did the Russian Bolsheviks who 
had fo r  years constituted a m inor­
ity .

Between S ta lin ism  and Commun­
ism there Can be no peace. The 
advances o f Communism can only 
resu lt out o f the defeat o f StaUn- 
ism. To th is  end le t us bend our 
efforts. —NORMAN SATLR.
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Moissaye Olgin as a «Historian»
“ Lenin lives in  an im ag inary  

w o rld  in  w h ich  he m istakes the 
creations o f h is m ind fo r  re a lit­
ies.”

“ I t  would seem th a t Len in ’s 
‘rad ica lism ’ on ly blocks the road 
o f the Russian Revolution by 
c a llin g  fo r th  a reaction by add­
in g  to the disorganization o f a 
country shaken to its  foundations. 
Here, as ' ever, Len in ’s tactics, 
seemingly extreme, are in  re a lity  
weakening the streng th  o f dem­
ocra tic Russia.”
The M enshevik who penned the 

above lines ( in  Asia— Dec. 1917) is  
none o ther than the present S ta lin ­
is t kn igh t in  the strugg le  against 
“ T ro tsky ism ” , Moissaye O lgin.

H is  la test m iserable a ttem pt to 
c a rry  out the teachings and dictates 
o f S ta lin  takes the shape of a review  
of the collection o f Len in ’s w ritin g s  
from  the Ju ly  Days 1917 to  the 
October revo lu tion  recently  pu t out 
in  two volumes, “ Towards the Seiz­
ure of Power” , by In te rn a tion a l 
Publishers) in  the theoretica l organ 
o f the  Am erican Communist P arty , 
the Communist (M ay and June 
1933.) The occasion is u tilized  fo r 
an a ttack  on the views o f the L e ft 
Opposition and comrade T ro tsky ’s 
"H is to ry  of the Russian Revolu­
t io n ” .

In  typ ica l S ta lin is t fash ion O lgin 
confuses the re la tion  between the 
dem ocratic and the socia list revo lu­
tio n  and the theory o f the perman­
ent revo lution.

To appear objective, O lg in  quotes 
a leng thy— and we may add, repre­
sentative—section from  T ro tsky ’s 
“ H is to ry ”  and comments: “ Every 
sentence o f th is  declaration is  ju s t 
the opposite of h is to rica l t ru th  and 
on ly reveals T ro tsky  as w hat be is 
— a fa ls ifie r o f h is to ry ” . No less! 
Le t us requote the section.

“ F rom  the year 1905 the Bolshe­
v ik  p a rty  had waged a strugg le  
against the autocracy under the 
slogan ‘Dem ocratic D ic ta to rsh ip  of 
the P ro le ta r ia t and Peasantry’ . 
T h is  slogan as w e ll as its  theoretic­
ian, Plekhanov, stubborn ly opposed 
the ‘m istaken idea o f the possib il­
i ty  o f accom plishing a bourgeois 
revo lu tion  w ith o u t the bourgeoisie’ . 
Len in  considered th a t the  Russian 
bourgeoisie was already incapable 
o f leading its  own revo lu tion. O nly 
the p ro le ta ria t and peasantry in  
close union could ca rry  th rough a 
dem ocratic revo lu tion  against the 
m onarchy and the landlords. The 
v ic to ry  of th is  union, according to 
Lenin, should inaugura te  the dem­
ocratic d ic ta torsh ip , w h ich was not 
on ly not iden tica l w ith  the d ic ta tor-

O n  Some of His Recent 
«Criticism» on Trotsky's 

History

the bourgeois democratic revo lu tion 
was a by-product o f the socia list 
p ro le ta rian  revo lu tion o f 1917.”  
(Communist— Feb. 1932— his em- 
pahsis). T h is  fo rm u la tio n  is in  
d irec t con trad ic tion  to the offic ia l 
S ta lin is t position on the co lon ia l 
question.

To get back to O lgin. Many 
years ago, th is  gentleman trans­
la ted a number of T ro tsky ’s w r i t ­
ings from  1905 to 1917 p a rticu la r ly  
trea tin g  w ith  the theory of the per­
manent revo lution. In  h is preface 
to “ Prospects o f a Labor D ic ta to r­
ship”  in  “ Our R evolu tion”  O lgin 
w rute : “ W hatever our a ttitud e  to ­
wards the course o f events in  the 
1917 revo lu tion  may be, (h is  are re­
vealed in  the quotations from  Asia 
— J. C.) we m ust adm it th a t in  the 
main, th is  course has taken the 
d irec tion  predicted in  T ro tsky ’s es­
says. There is a labor d ic ta to rsh ip  
now in  Russia. I t  is  a labo r d ic ta ­
to rsh ip  not a ‘d ic ta to rsh ip  of .the
p ro le ta ria t and peasantry’ ___A ll
th is  had been outlined by T ro tsky  
twelve years ago. When one reads 
th is  series o f essays, one has the 
fee ling th a t they were w r itte n  not 
in  the course of the f irs t Russian 
upheaval (The essays appeared in  
1906 as pa rt of a book by T ro tsky, 
en titled , O ur Revolution, Peters­
berg, W. Glagoleff, publisher) but 
as i f  they were discussing problems 
of the present s itua tion . T h is  more 
than anyth ing else shows the con­
t in u ity  o f the re vo lu tion___Twelve
years ago those essays seemed to 
p ic tu re  an im aginary world . Today 
they seem to  .te ll the h is to ry  of the 
Russian revo lution. W e may agree 
o r disagree w ith  T ro tsky, the lead­
er, nobody can deny the power and

c la r ity  o f h is p o lit ic a l v ision.”
The present day fu lm ina tions  

against the theory o f the perman 
ent revo lu tion  cannot change the 
essential accuracy o f the comments 
made above!

O lg in  however does no t reach hie 
re a l heights U n til he tre a ts  the 
question o f the o r ig in  o f the Nov­
ember insurrection. Here the gen­
tlem an finds T ro tsky  once again 
g u ilty  of fa ls ify in g  h is to ry. He 
quotes T ro tsky  as saying th a t the 
idea o f an insurrection  took fo rm  
from  the moment the order was 
given fo r  the  rem oval o f the troops 
from  Petrograd and the Petrograd 
Soviet decided to  organize a m il i­
ta ry  revo lu tiona ry  committee. The 
m eeting T ro tsky  refers to was held 
on October 22. “ The idea d id  not 
take fo rm  before, because i t  was 
not advanced by T ro tsky. The fa ­
the r o f the idea was, most n a tu ra l­
ly , T ro tsky ” . W ith  th is  a ttem pt a t 
sarcasism, O lg in  continues to c ite 
quotations from  Len in  where the 
la tte r  called fo r  insurrection  before 
October 22nd.

Is  i t  possible th a t T ro tsky  was 
unaware o f th is  o r tr ie d  to  hide 
it?  Is  i t  true  th a t even T ro tsky  
f irs t  conceived of insurrection  on 
October 22nd? One need bu t tu rn  
to volume I I I  o f the “ H is to ry ”  and 
find a complete chapter on Len in ’s 
con tinua l proposals fo r  insurrection  
from  J u ly  up w a rd ! O lg in  read th is  
chapter. B u t he assumes th a t the 
readers o f the Communist have not 
and w i l l  not do so! Even O lgin 
can easily understand th a t w hat 
T ro tsky means in  the quoted para­
graph is  th a t the idea o f insurrec­
tion  f irs t took fo rm  a t th a t moment 
among the masses in  the  Soviets 
ra th e r than in  the m inds o f Lenin 
and T ro tsky. F u rth e r th a t the 
idea was then concretized th a t the 
Soviet ra the r than the Bolshevik 
p a rty  d ire c tly  o r a new organ, 
would be the offic ia l ins trum en t of 
the insurrection— a question not de­
f in ite ly  decided up to then. O lg in ’s

For a Social Democratic Gov' t 
in Belgium -  W hy?

Brussels, Belgium .— The
discontent o f the to ilin g  masses who 
have been severely h it  by the  ap­
p lica tion  of the hunger decrees of 
the d ic ta to r ia l government, the 
anger g row ing  in  the workers ranks 
and the desire they m anifest fo r 

ship of the p ro le ta ria t, but was In  struggle, the fea r o f being taken 
sharp contrast w ith  it ,  fo r  its  pro- by surprise, as they were in  Ju ly
blem was not the creation o f a so­
c ia lis t society, n o r even the crea­
tion  o f form s of tra n s itio n  to  such 
a society, bu t m erely a ruth less 
cleansing o f the Augean stables o f 
medievalism. The goal o f the rev­
o lu tio na ry  struggles was fu lly  de­
scribed in  three m ilita n t slogans: 
Dem ocratic Repubic, Confiscation 
of the Landed Estates, E ig h t-H o ur 
W ork ing Day— co lloqu ia lly  called 
the three whales o f Bolshevism ” . 
Leon T ro tsky— H is to ry  o f the Rus­
s ian Revolution, Vol. 1, page 314.)

“ E very sentence”  a h is to rica l un­
tru th ?  O lg in  raised the question 
p f Len in ’s view  o f the hegemony 
o f the p ro le ta ria t in  the bourgeois 
democratic revo lu tion  in  order to 
prove th a t the la tte r  saw in  th is  
the tra n s itio n  o f the dem ocratic 
in to  the S ocia lis t revo lu tion. H e  
quotes a num ber o f w ritin g s  from  
Len in  to  prove th is  contention. B u t 
the basic questions s t i l l  rem a in : 
Is  i t  true  th a t Lenin before 1917) 
considered the “ democratic d ic ta ­
to rsh ip  of the  p ro le ta r ia t and pea­
san try ”  as the cu lm ina tion  o f the 
bourgeois dem ocratic revo lu tion? 
D id  he understand— as T ro tsky  in  
his theory o f the permament revo lu­
tion  di<j-------th a t the solution of the
dem ocratic tasks would be solved 
by the proletarian revo lu tion, 
th rough the in s titu tio n  of a prole­
tarian dictatorship? And la s tly—  
how did  l i fe  its e lf  solve th is  dis­
pute— in  the fo rm  o f the “ democra­
t ic  d ic ta to rsh ip ”  or the “ p ro le ta r­
ian d ic ta to rsh ip ” ?

O lg in  in  his polemic against T ro t­
sky quotes Len in ’s “ T w o Tactics 
of Social Democracy in  a Dem­
ocra tic  R evolu tion”  w r itte n  in  1906 
to  prove his contentions. B ut it  is

1932, by the series of strikes w h ich 
could rap id ly  spread over the whole 
country has forced the socia list and 
Dém ocratie-Christian leaders to per­
fo rm  a maeuver on the po litica l 
and trade union fie ld w h ich  is de­
signed to prevent a d irect and im ­
mediate struggle against the hun­
ger government.

The pact consumated between the 
socialists and Dem ocratic-Christians 
at C harlo ro i w h ich commits them 
before the workers to struggle 
jo in t ly  against the d ic ta to r ia l gov­
ernment, to ca ll fo r  the im m ediate 
convocation of parliam ent in  order 
to revise the financia l measures of 
the government in  a “ democratic 
w ay”  is the beginning of th is  man­
euver. P o litica lly , th is  agreement 
means the fo llo w in g : “ Patience, 
workers, do not s tr ike  in  any case 
against the app lica tion  o f the hun­
ger decrees, we are going to  s trug­
gle in  parliam ent fo r  a democratic 
m a jo rity  and thus to revoke the 
measures which effect you so 
severely.”

Summing up, the agreement of 
June 1933 continues the agreement 
a rrived  a t between the socialist 
leaders and the Dém ocratie-Chris­
tia n  leaders in  J u ly  1932 du ring  the 
general s trike  a t H e inaut. W ith  
th is  difference : in  1932 the agree­
ment was consummated in  order to 
strangle the general s tr ike  and to 
save the government w h ich  was 
shaken to  its  pins by th is  move­
ment ; in  Ju ly  1933 i t  is  consum­
mated to prevent a national general 
s tr ike  w h ich m ig h t upset the d ic ta­
to r ia l government by the d irec t 
s trugg le  o f the masses. I f  the 
Communists and the more conscious 
socialists workers understand the

g e n e ra l'in g  of the d ic ta to r ia l government 
by the general s tr ik e  of the masses 
and the in s ta lla tio n  of a social- 
democratic government w h ich w i l l  
be the product o f the ex tra -p a rlia ­
m entary struggle. I t  is possible, 
w ith  the aid  o f th is  s trugg le  to 
ra l ly  great masses discontented 
w ith  the governm ental po licy in  the 
struggle against the present gov­
ernment.

I  know th a t there w i l l  be objec­
tion  th a t a social democratic gov­
ernment w i l l  m erely change the 
mannerism bu t the policy w i l l  re­
m ain the same. This is not exactly 
correct.

A  social democratic government 
coming to  power by the strugg le 
o f the masses against the bourgeois 
coa lition would be obligated, under 
the danger o f complete d iscréd it­
aient, to  ca rry  out a po licy o f de­
fense o f the interests of the w o rk­
ers.

As tim id  as th is  policy w i l l  be i t  
w i l l  come in to  v io len t co llis ion  w ith  
the b ru ta l reaction of the bourge­
oisie.

The class antagonisms w i l l  on ly 
sharpen, the class struggle w i l l  de­
velop and the workers w i l l  them ­
selves become convinced by the pol­
it ic a l experience w hich has been 
lack ing  up t i l l  now in  Belgium , of 
the necessity of the use o f revo lu­
tion a ry  strugg le to f ig h t back the 
attacks o f reaction and Fascism.

Le t those who are not in  agree­
ment w ith  th is  slogan reflect a l i t ­
tle  before saying th a t we are p lay­
in g  the game of the socia list lead­
ers. W hat the la tte r  fear most is 
to  be carried  to power on the wave 
o f the d irec t strugg le o f the masses.

— L. LE S O IL .

purpose is no t the review  o f h is to ry . 
I t  is  ra the r th a t of d iscred iting  and 
slandering the  present day M a rx ­
ists.

F in a lly  O lg in  disputes T ro tsky ’s 
statem ent th a t the offic ia l S ta lin is t 
h is to rians present the question of 
the voting of the Bolshevik Centra l 
Committee (on October 23) fo r  in ­
surrection as though the en tire  
p a rty  leadership except Z inoviev 
and Kamenev stood fo r insurrec­
tion . The constant re -w ritings  o f 
the h is to ry  o f the Bolshevik p a rty  
fo r  the fac tio na l purposes o f the 
S ta lin is ts  are notorious. O lg in  how­
ever finds a quotation to serve his 
purpose. We assume th a t he p ick­
ed the strongest available.

“ The course on insurrection  taken 
by Lenin, however, met w ith  resist­
ance on the p a rt o f some members 
of the Central Committee, in  the 
firs t place on the p a rt o f Kamenev 
and Zinoviev. “ T h is  reads a h is­
to ry  o f the Russian p a rty  by B ub­
nov, present Commissar of Educa­
tion . Who are these others? Not 
a word. They are revealed when 
the ind iv idua ls  fa l l  in  the  bad 
graces o f the present ru lin g  re­
gime, as Kamenev and Z inoviev 
have on a number o f occasions!

F o r the S ta lin is t h is to rians to 
lite ra lly  confine the disputes (on 
insurrection  and o ther questions) 
to Z inoviev and Kamenev alone 
would require  the suppression of 
about nine-tenths o f Lenin ’s w r i t ­
ings between Ju ly  and November 
1917. T h is  has been found impos­
sible even by the expert S ta lin is t 
censors. So they resort to  anony­
m ity  w ith  rfegard to  the o ther per­
sonages.

The w orld  revo lu tiona ry  move­
ment w i l l  have to purge its e lf  o f 
the fa ls ifie rs  and revis ion ists of 
M arxism , the extensive s ta ff of 
offic ia l “ h is to rians”  and “ theore ti­
cians”  exemplified by Moissaye 
Olgin. — JO SEPH CARTER.

STATEM ENT ON FUNDS 
COLLECTED FOR GERMAN L. O.

Follow ing  is a statem ent o f the 
fund collected fo r  the press o f the 
German section o f the In te rn a tion ­
al L e ft Opposition. As w il l  be 
seen from  the statement a l i t t le  
more than $100 has been collected 
and forwarded up to date. The 
Am erican League has been assigned 
a quota of $200. A ll readers o f 
the M ilitan t are again requested 
to support th is  fund  and again en­
able us to f i l l  our quota. Send con­
trib u tio n s  to the M ilitant, 126 E. 
16th St., N. Y. C.

INCOME

precise ly  th is  source th a t the same j socia list workers evince a ju s tified  
O lg in  used to  prove the exact op-' 
posite in  1917. We read:

“ In  h is Two Tactics he (Le n in ) 
said, ‘The stage o f Russia’s econ 
omic development ( fo rm in g  an ob­
je c tive  cond ition ) and the stage o f 
consciousness and progress o f o r­
ganization among the masses of the 
p ro le ta ria t (fo rm in g  a subjective 
condition in tr in s ic a lly  connected 
w ith  the ob jective) makes an im ­
mediate complete em ancipation o f

depths of th is  “ agreement” , i f  the 
d is tru s t towards the Démocratie- 
C hris tian  leaders, i t  is  no less true  
th a t the  perspective of a socia list 
D ém ocratie-Christian opposition to 
the d ic ta to r ia l government onurish- 
es the hope in  the discontented 
masses in  the abrogation of the 
vicious hunger-decrees w ith o u t hav­
ing to resort to a general s trike .

We should take in to  account the 
pa rliam enta ry  illus ions o f the mass-

the  w o rk ing  class ( in tro du c tion  o f ; es> no t in  order to  le t up  on our 
socialism ) impossible.’ Even Lenin Propaganda fo r  the general s trike  
would have to  adm it th a t both against the app lica tion  o f the hun- 
objective and subjective conditions ger-decrees, but so as to feed the 
have not changed substantia lly  since aspira tions o f the masses, in  the 
1905. (Obvious Nonsense—J . C .). sense o f a d irec t strugg le against 
Yet here he is, preaching the e s - 'th e  government, to  upset th is  gov-
hablishment o f socia lism  in  war- 
ridden impoverished Russia.”  (A s ia  
— Dec. 1917— page 783.)

T he  quotation from  Len in  proves 
the converse of w ha t O lg in  now 
a tte m p ts ! We may add th a t his 
comment is  no t above level o f his 
present w r i t in g s !

W hen a group o f Red Professors 
edited a “ H is to ry  of the Commun­
is t  P a rty  o f the Soviet Un ion”  un­
der the guidance o f the T ro tsky  
k il le r ,  Yaroslavsky several years 
they recorded Len in ’s change of 
s tra teg ica l lin e  between 1905 and 
1917 on ly  to  b r in g  on th e ir  heads 
the charges of “ T ro tsky ism ” ! Yaro­
slavsky was forced to indulge in  
“ self c r it ic is m ” . T h is  “ Le n in is t 
now form ula tes the question in  a 
new w a y : “ -------the com pletion o f

ernment o f social reaction and pre­
para tion  fo r  Fascism. W h ile  i t  is 
necessary to appeal to, to mobilize, 
to convince the masses of the need 
o f the general s tr ik e  in  defense o f 
th e ir  da ily  bread, we m ust give 
th is  struggle a po litica l objective 
in  order to avoid the breaking of 
the movement o f the masses as was 
the case in  J u ly  1932 by the lead 
ers o f the P. O. B. (B e lg ian Social­
is t P a rty ) and the Democratic- 
Christians, who become opponents 
of struggle in  face o f the actions 
o f the bourgeois government w h ich 
made some concessions and pro­
mises to the workers in  order to 
save itse lf 

The po litica l objective which 
m ust be given to the struggle th a t 
is  in  preparation, is  the overthrow -
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G .Zinoviev on the Party Regime
Zinoviev who fo r a 

years found h im se lf in
number of 

open o r
semi-masked opposition to  the S ta l­
in is t  bureaucracy, has f in a lly  ad­
m itted, a fte r a sho rt stay in  exile, 
th a t the pa rty  regime o f S ta lin  is 
the best o f them a ll. I t  is  there­
fore a l l  the more en lighten ing to 
reca ll w hat Z inoviev w ro te  on the 
regime in  the C. P. S. U. ju s t a 
few  weeks p r io r  to the 15th P a rty  
Congress. F o r lack o f space we 
cannot reproduce in  its  en tire ty  the 
extensive document d irected by 
Z inoviev to a ll the leading pa rty  
in s titu t io n s : the CC, CCC and 
ECSY, and con ta in ing  a w ealth  of 
fac tua l m ate ria l on the methods of 
pa rty  repression and bureaucratic 
dem oralization. A lthough we are 
obliged to confine ourselves to a 
few  of the most essential excerpts, 
we hope th a t they w i l l  prove suf­
fic ien t to th row  lig h t on the state 
o f a ffa irs  in  the C. P. S. U. as w e ll 
as on the na ture o f Z inoviev ’s re­
pentance.

P rink ipo , Ju ly  6, 1933.
* * * *

To the P o litbu reau o f the
CC o f the CPSU,

To the Praesid ium  o f the CCC 
To the ECCI 
Dear Comrades,

. . . .  I t  is  superfluous to po in t out 
th a t w ith  proper preparatory w ork 
the 15th Congress could p lay  a 
most im portan t ro le and rea lly  
help ou r p a rty  emerge from  the 
present c r is is . . . .

I t  could do a ll tha t, however, 
on ly  i f  i t  were prepared in  the man­
ner in  which, even in  the face of 
much less serious disagreements, 
our Congresses were prepared in 
Len in ’s time.

H ow  did  the p a rty  act in  Len in ’s 
time?

F irs t, the Congresses were called 
exactly on tim e. A  postponement 
o f even one m onth was considered, 
under Lenin, inadmissible. Under 
Lenin there was never a case o f the

A  Letter That Doesn't Jibe 
W ith His Latest 

Recantation

a u th o rity  fo r  an extra  year, tha t 
is, o f doubling the a u th o rity  re 
ceived from  the Congress. And a ll 
th is—-despite the fact tha t the 
atmosphere o f a rigorous c iv i l w ar 
made the convocation of congresses 
much more d iff ic u lt than now.

Secondly, under Lenin, p r io r  to 
the Congress a ll members of the 
p a rty  were given the poss ib ility  to 
p r in t  in  the p a rty  press th e ir sug­
gestions, theses, p latform s, pam­
phlets and books and to appear be­
fore any p a rty  meeting.

T h ird ly , a l l th is  was done so th a t 
a ll members o f the pa rty  m igh t 
rea lly  pa rtic ipa te  in  the discussion 
and so th a t the elections to the 
Congress would rea lly  express the 
w i l l  o f the party . There was never, 
under Lenin, a case o f w ard  con­
ferences, w h ich  rea lly  decide every­
th ing, being called firs t, and the 
“ discussion”  s ta rtin g  only a fte r 
the convocation o f state'eouferences. 
Under Lenin such a procedure would 
be laughed a t and rejected as a 
wretched and disgraceful comedy.

F ourth ly , under Lenin, in  the 
pre-Congress period the sh iftin g  of 
comrades, in  disagreement w ith  the 
line  o f the CC, from  workers’ cen­
ters to d is tan t corners not only 
never took place (under Lenin, exile 
in  general was not heard o f) , but 
on the con tra ry, precisely those 
comrades, or groups o f comrades 
who had disagreements w ith  the 
m a jo rity  o f the CC were accorded 
fu lles t guarantee, of rem aining in 
the la rge centres so th a t they m ight 
come fo rw a rd  w ith  th e ir c ritic ism  
of tfip line  of the Centra l Com m it­
tee in  the pre-Congress days as well 
as to the Congress itse lf.

There is no such th ing  now. Just 
the opposite is being done. The CC

Centra l Committee extending its  its e lf has prolonged its  au tho rity

B ritish  Capitalist Class Prepares 
New Attacks on W orkers

( Continued from Page 1)
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Series o f S trikes
In  London, the bus men were suc­

cessful in  s tr ik in g  against wage 
cuts and a new speed up schedule. 
S trikes have taken place a t Henry 
Fords’ works a t Dagenham, a t 
Nope works a t B irm ingham , and a t 
the P orth  B r it is h  Rubber M il l  a t 
Edinburgh, a t the F irestone T ire  
Co. a t B ren tfo rd , w h ile  the L iv e r­
pool and Glasgow seamen s truck 
w o rk  in  sym pathy w ith  th e ir  com­
rades in  Londerry and D ub lin . In  
nearly  every instance the workers 
were unorganized o r on ly p a rtia lly  
organized and the strikes assumed 
the form  o f rank and file  move­
ments the w orkers th row in g  up 
th e ir  own leaders du ring  the Course 
o f the figh t.

A p a rt from  the London Bus s trike  
where the Communist p a rty  had 
been active fo r  a long tim e, the 
usual approach o f the p a rty  was 
from  the outside and w h ile  a t 
B irm ingham  th e ir  efforts met w ith - 
a sym pathetic response from  the 
s trike rs  in  other places, notably 
Glasgow and Edinburgh, the w ork­
ers proved hostile to outside in te r­
ference. The trade union po licy of 
the p a rty  has, of course, changed 
fro m  tim e to tim e, bu t no m atter 
how they tw is t o r tu rn  the members 
of the p a rty  find themselves s tran­
gled by the false general line  w h ich 
has been in  operation fo r  the past 
few years. A t one tim e ca lling  
upon the workers to leave the union 
and a t another tim e ordering them 
back to the union— th is  w e ird  pol­
icy has resulted w ith  the pa rty

A  Letter from  Moscow U.S.S.R
Every Day Conditions in the Life o f a Russian W orker

Moscow, U. S. S. R.— I take th is  
opportun ity  to w r ite  you a detailed 
le tte r. Just recently I  returned 
from  a t r ip  to U kra ine  and observ­
ed a good deal there. In  Moscow, 
th a t is, in  a c ity  more priv ileged 
and better supplied, one cannot see 
in  the course o f many m onths th a t 
w h ich astonishes one w ith in  a few 
days in  the provinces. In  the pro­
vince one is  im m edia te ly seized 
w ith  a feeling o f uneasiness and un­
certa in ty.

K ha rkov  has grow n excessively—  
many new enterprises, housing con­
structions, etc., and, a t the same 
tim e, tens of thousands o f people 
s it in  the da rk  a t n ig h t (they  sat 
through the whole w in te r in  th is  
fashion in  fla ts  w h ich  were barely 
heated, o r atlogether unheated). 
E n tire  sections o f the c ity  are not 
supplied w ith  e lec tric ity . The flats

tion , not know ing w ha t to do w ith  th a t q  lie? No, a ll th is  exists. O nly 
themselves and how to k i l l  tim e there is no m ention made th a t the 
w h ich  is so precious. Generally the tin ies t p a rt o f the workers is hodS- 
f  erocious disproportions between j ed in  these new constructions and
prdouction and consumption are lives in  unbearable, humane condi-
s im ply crushing. Despite a large 
number o f machines, people live  not 
better, bu t worse. G radua lly  one 
is seized by te rro r under the rea l­
iza tion  o f the fa c t th a t is  being 
created— are nothing bu t a slave o f 
some tremendous b lind  force, the 
machine, becaues, w h ile  under capi­
ta lism , the machine was transfo rm ­
ed in to  a m onstrosity directed 
against people, under socialism  i t  
should serve as an aid  to people; 
the more machines, the better 
should be the liv in g  conditions of 
the worker, but i t  is  otherw ise w ith  
us. . . .

I  was a t the D n ieprostroy also. 
Needless to repeat— a grandiose

are dark, the cinemas and clubs are j creation o f human thought and 
closed. And th is  lasts fo r  long power. I t  looks lik e  a p layth ing, 
stretches o f weeks. There is no everyth ing radiates cleanliness. B u t
kerosene, no candles, so th a t the 
darkness is unbroken. O nly fo rtun - 
ates from  among the bureaucracy 
have poor kerosene lamps. N o kero­
sene— although the ou tput o f o il in  
Baku has been increasedffi no elec­
t r ic ity ------ a lthough the Dneprostroy
has been b u i l t . . . .  T h is  absence of 
lig h t has an oppressing effect, es­
pecia lly in  w in te r. And w hat hap­
pens to be the case in  K ha rkov  is

out o f the fo u r power aggregates, 
three are not operating because the 
plants they are to  supply have not 
been b u ilt  as yet. There is “ p lan­
ned”  economy fo r  y o u ! A nd w h ile  
a t the e lectric p lan t there rules 
cleanliness and everywhere there is 
fe lt  a tten tive  care, i t  is  otherwise 
w ith  the workers. The papers car­
ried  a great deal to the effect th a t 
Dn ieprostroy fro m  a t in y  v illage

also the case in  m any other places, would tu rn  in to  a c ity  w ith  a popu- 
The e lec tric ity  is  shu t off suddenly la tion  o f 70,000 ; there was such 
and unexpectedly, and there is description o f clubs, and workers 
none fo r  weeks. And the  people ! d in ing  room s; and photographs 
live  in  some semi-barbarous condi-1 wer.e prin ted  o f new houses; Is

tions. The rest liv e  in  barracks. 
F ilth , semi-darkness, in  w in te r— 
c o ld ; the food— bad.Faces are surly, 
one senses not only dissatisfaction 
bu t despair. I t  is  impossilbe to 
ex is t long in  th is  m anner. . . .

Enroute, everywhere, unbroken 
p ic tures of te rr ify in g  poverty. E v­
e ry th ing  reca lls the period o f c iv il 
w ar. Lice, against w h ich Lenin 
once declared merciless w ar, are 
th r iv in g  again. F o r days a t a 
stre tch people spraw l in  ra ilroa d  
s ta tio n s ; men, women, ch ildren, a ll 
together, ly in g  side by side. They 
are pushed, chased from  place to 
place. Nobody to  give them in fo r­
m ation about the departing tra ins  
Thfey c lim b in to  the firs t tra in  th a t 
comes and depart o ften  in  the 
w rong direction. They are pu t off-, 
and they are le ft on the road w ith ­
out a tra in  tic k e t and w ith o u t 
money. There is in te rm inab le  w a it­
in g  in  queues; f irs t a t the ticke t 
w indow  ( “ The sale o f  ticke ts  has 
not yet begun” ) ; la te r a t the en­
trance to  the sta tion ( “ The passen­
gers cannot get in  as ye t” ) .  B u t 
none attem pts to rush the tra ins . 
A t  the entrance stands a lone m il i­
t ia  man. A ll w a it in  silence. Where 
are they going? W hy? Somewhere 
potatoes and bread may be bought, 
somewhere there are new construc­
tions, somwhere there is a fac to ry  

(Continued on page 4)

members find ing themselves not 
on ly  at .war w ith  the officials but 
also a t loggerheads w ith  the rank 
and file  who look upon the Com­
munists as more of a menace than 
a help.

Bureaucrats R estra in  Struggle
The bankruptcy o f the pa rty  is 

doubly un fo rtuna te  because the 
sm all sectional strikes look like  
being the prelude to action on a 
na tiona l scale bu t un fo rtuna te ly  un­
der the u n w illin g  leadership o f the 
trade union bureaucrats who are now 
find ing i t  increasing ly d ifficu lt to 
enforce the wage cuts of the em­
ployers whose rapacity knows no 
bounds. T h is  is revealed in  the 
decisions o f the annual conference 
o f the M iners Federation o f Great 
B r ita in . The delegates voted fo r a 
resolution ca lling  fo r a national 
s tr ike  i f  the mine owners should 
a ttack  any d is tr ic t now th a t the 
wage guarantee agreement has ex­
pired.

The conditions in  the coal fields 
are bad as each d is tr ic t has a sep­
ara te  wage rate and many miners 
have le ft the unions, s ix  of whom 
are competing fo r numbers in  v a r i­
ous parts  o f the country. A  com­
plete stoppage would therefore be 
no easy m atter but the m iners are 
again in  figh ting  mood and sooner 
o r la te r a s tr ik e  is inevitable .

The national conference of ra il- 
waymen also faced heavy attacks 
as the ra ilw a y  companies have car­
ried on a wholesale po licy o f d is­
missals and wage cuts in  the pro­
cess o f ra tio na liz ing  the ra ilw ays. 
The present wage agreement ends 
next year bu t a lready the ra ilw a y  
bosses have signified th e ir  in ten tion  
of launching one more a ttack in  the 
im m ediate fu tu re  and as the ra il- 
wayiqen only accepted the las t wage 
cuts under pressure from  the lead­
ers. The la tte r  look like  having to 
toe the line  a t last and b ring  th e ir  
forces in to  action.

Rebellion in  T ransport W orkers 
Union

The Transport W orkers Union is 
also in  the throes o f severe s trug­
gles and a t the recent conference 
a t Cambridge, Bevin and Co. had 
-a hard job dealing w ith  the rebel­
lion  in  the branches. In  fact, the 
period o f peace in  in dus try  seemed 
a t an end and together w ith  the 
new attacks to be launched upon 
the unemployed lays bare the sec­
re t ac tiv ities  o f’ the cap ita lis ts. They 
see storm y weather ahead o f them, 
bu t they are w e ll prepared fo r 
whatever comes along. U n fo rtun ­
ate ly thé same cannot be said of 
the  w ork ing  class who seem to be 
r-eceiving one more lesson in  the 
a r t  o f class w arfa re . B u t w h a t­
ever happens in  the near fu tu re  th is  
much is certain, th a t B r it is h  capi­
ta lism  w i l l  d r i f t  in to  ever greater 
d ifficu lties a t home and abroad and 
in  the process the B r it is h  w orker 
w i l l  be forced to th ro w  aside the 
conservative trad ition s  th a t are 
meantime shackling him.

The fe roc ity  o f the cap ita lis t a t­
tack w i l l  grow  in  in tens ity  as capi­
ta lism  sinks ever deeper in  the 
m ire of its  own contradictions and 
the way w i l l  once more open up 
fo r the bu ild ing  of a Communist 
pa rty  upon the Bolshevik model. 
Meantime, the leadership o f the 
Communist In te rn a tion a l is a great 
stum bling block and th is  fac t is 
being p a in fu lly  demonstrated by 
the peculiar po licy o f the C. P. of 
G. B. -------J. C.

June 16, 1933.

tw ofo ld , regardless o f the statutes, 
i t  is  ca lling  the 15th Congress 
two years a fte r  the 14th. P rio r to 
the Congress the C. C. is treb ling 
the repression against the dissenters 
( fo r  example, exile— more on th is  
score be low ). The C C not only 
does not take any measures to ela­
borate such orders and schedules 
as would assure a ll pa rty  members 
a rea l possib ility  of expressing 
themselves on the questions under 
discussion, but on the con tra ry— in  
Moscow, Leningrad, in  the Ukraine 
and in  a whole series of other c it­
ies, the d is tr ic t conferences are 
scheduled to begin, and in  some 
(¡laced even to term inate by the 
tw en tie th  o f October, whereas the 
beginning of the offic ia l discussion 
is promised by the Centra l Com­
m ittee on ly fo r  the. f irs t days o f 
November. Th is means tha t the 
officia l discussion w il l  begin only 
a fte r the d is tr ic t conferences have 
been concluded, o r at any rate, a f­
te r the elections to the conferences 
have been concluded. I f  th is  is the 
way arrangements are to be made, 
i t  w i l l  on ly be a sham and mockery 
of the rig h ts  of the pa rty  members. 
This w i l l  prom pt large circles of 
pa rty  members to the belief tha t 
the Centra l Committee fears discus­
sion like  fire, tha t i t  has no hope 
whatsoever o f defending its  p o li­
tica l line  in any k ind  o f norm al and 
honest inner-patry  discussion. Can 
such calendar tr ic k s  rea lly  lye 
considered norm al methods in  in tra ­
pa rty  democracy, can they solve 
the present crisis?

... .U n le s s  the Centra l Commit­
tee of the pa rty  im m ediately ro- 
>okes its  decision on tfie  date of 
the elections to the d is tr ic t con- 
lerences and revises i t  to the effect 
u n it the elections to these confer­
ence snouid take place a fte r discus­
sion, t lie ii a ll pre-Congress discus­
sion guarantee!! by tlie  pa rty  s ta t­
utes w i l l  in  re a lity  have uccu abol­
ished. The elections to the Congress 
w ill be turned in to  a pure fo rm al­
ity , and in  the present atmosphere, 
in to  nothing but a comedy.

The Congress is the highest organ 
of our party . The Congress is the 
most im portan t event in inner party  
lift*. Every p a rty  member should 
consider the au th o rity  of the con­
gress beyond doubt and beyond dis­
pute. The members of the Bolshe­
v ik  pa rty  m ust unconditiona lly sub­
m it to the decisions o f tlie  pa rty  
congresses. B u t a l l th is  is reaiiz- 
aoie in  practice on ly under the 
condition, exclusive ly guaranteed 
by tlie  pa rty  statutes, th a t a ll mem­
bers o f the pa rty  are in  a position 
to influence its  decisions, tha t the 
whole pa rty  votes and not only the 
pa rty  apparatus___

We sha ll c ite  only absolutely- 
verified facts, which cannot possibly 
oe refuted.

1. in  a whole series o f c ities 
(Moscow, Leningrad, Rostov, Baku) 
fo llow ing  the jo in t Plenum, the ac­
tive  pa rty  cadre was de liberate ly 
convened suddenly on the basis of 
a treble “ selection” , tickets being 
issued only to the “ absolutely re ­
liab le ” , personal tickets, w h ile  hun­
dreds of old pa rty  members who 
take a most liv e ly  p a rt in  pa rty  
w ork were refused admittance.

2. A t  ward conferences, as well
as a t c ity-w ide conferences o f the 
active cadres in  Moscow and in  Len­
ingrad, and surely, also in  other 
cities, there were present l i t t le  
groups organized beforehand, tha t 
is, prepared and su itab ly  placed, 
l i t t le  groups ready fo r anything, 
w h ich in te rrup ted  the Opposition 
speakers w ith  yells, threats, w h is tl­
ing  and abuse. A t  no meeting did  
the leadership take any measures 
to ca ll these groups to order or to 
remove them from  the meeting ha ll. 
A  pa rty  member lik e  Ivan  N ik it ic h  
Smirnov, who has been in  the party  
fo r  25 years, who is known to the 
w idest c ircles of workers, a com­
rade g rea tly  respected by a ll who 
have worked w ith  h im  in  illeg a lity , 
in  the Red A rm y and in  Soviet work 
— such a comrade was upable to 
make use o f the ten m inutes alloted 
to h im  in  order to c la r ify  the re­
sults of the Plenum of the GC a t 
the Moscow active cadre meeting. 
H is  speech, absolutely loya l and
restrained, was in te rrup ted  in  an 
organized manner by a l i t t le  group 
w ith  the connivance o f the cha ir­
man, comrade Uglanov, a candidate 
to the P o litica l Bureau.

3. Gangster methods of break­
ing up p a rty  meetings were used 
especially in  Leningrad. In  the
presence o f the secretary o f the
P rov inc ia l Committee, comrade 
K iro v , a candidate to the P o litica l 
Bureau, “ someone”  put out the
ligh ts  at the c ity-w ide conference 
and a t the conference of the Vyborg 
d is tr ic t at tile  moment w'hen a, re­
presentative of the Opposition, be­
gan to read his resolution. A t  the 
meeting o f the Petrograd d is tr ic t, 
rowdies th rew  themselves upon the 
comrade reading the resolution, and 
tore i t  to pieces, du ring  which tim e 
anti-Sem itic ye lls  were to be heard.

. . . .  5. Simultaneous w ith  these 
methods of in tim ida tion , a  most 
reckless, most poisonous ag ita tion  
against the  Opposition is carried  on 
in  the press. A ny hack-w riter, or 
careerist knows beforehand th a t 
any vu lg a rity , and lie, any in trigu e  
w i l l  be given space in  p r in t so long 
as i t  is directed at the Opposition. 
T ljpy  can act in  th is  manner on ly  
becaqse they fear no reproof, th a t 
is, because i t  has been decided in  
advance not to a llow  any discus­
sions, e ithe r prin ted o r oral, before 
the Congress.

I t  is sufficient to po in t to the a r­
ticles o f the not unknown N. K uz­
m in in  the “ Komsomolskaya Pra- 

iVda” . T h is  “ teacher”  o f the arm y
______ (Continued on Page 4)
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R oosevelt Asks 
for Class ' Peace'

(Continued from Page 1)

(Continued from Page 1)
w h ile  rem aining perfectly  w ith in  
the law.

He prefers to see how w e ll his 
labor lieutenants Green, H illm an ,
Dubinsky and Co. w i l l  be able to 
fasten th e ir stranglehold on the 
w o rk ing  masses. The pa trio t ie 
paraphanalia— "fo r  w ork ing  class 
consumption” — w ill  come la ter. He 
can bide his tim e. Capita lism  is 
experim enting and its  perspective 
is a long one.

W hat the w orker can expect from  
the blanket code is evident from  
w hat he received from  the grand­
iose pub lic  works scheme. Roos­
evelt is  the sponsor of both. F rom  
the public works— the conservation 
camps— the workers had several 
hundred thdjtsands of th e ir  own 
employed: a t the n iggard ly  wage 
o f $1 a day.

The blanket code promises m in ­
imums o f $14 and $11. That is to 
be the law — fo r employers and 
workers alike, says the president.
W hat is to prevent the trusts,, the 
syndicates and corporations to mob­
ilize  th e ir  arm ies of flunkey law ­
yers to  c ircum vent the law , as 
Morgan d id  w ith  the bank la w s !
N oth ing. The bosses make the 
laws, they have the “ r ig h t” — th e ir  
means, th e ir  resources— to break 
them ju s t as well.

A  French w it  once sa id : “ The 
state forb ids both rich  and poor to 
steal bread; the state fo rb ids  both 
r ich  and poor to sleep under 
bridges.” . . . .

The state : Roosevelt— th a t is 
the bosses’ state. I ts  laws are the 
laws and the codes of the employ­
ers. W orkers’ r ig h ts  m ust be fought 
fo r. They are not granted, they 
m ust be snatched from  the boss 
class. The same holds true  fo r  
the  b lanket code and the whole 
Roosevelt rigm arole.

Those labor fakers who Ippeak 
of the Roosevelt adm in is tra tion  as 
“ above the classes” , who speak o f 
the fairness of the codes, are pre 
pa ring  the workers fo r  fu r th e r  and 
greater oppression and m isery 
They must be exposed. Every step 
o f t l ie ir ’s m ust be watched, m is­
trusted. Every proposal care fu lly  
examined. The w o rk ing  class coun­
ter-proposals, the p ro le ta rian  coun­
ter-strategy to the Roosevelt offen­
sive m ust be prepared.

The need of the moment is the 
concentration of a ll L e ft w ing and 
genuine progressive forces in  the 
Am erican labor movement fo r the 
e laboration o f such a po licy. The 
offic ia l Communist pa rty  under 
S ta lin is t leaderships and the Muste- 
ite  Conference fo r Progressive L a ­
bor Action  have called a conference 
on the N a tiona l In d u s tr ia l Recov­
ery A c t in  Cleveland fo r  August'.
W hether th is  conference w i l l  ac­
complish th is  burn ing task is (pies- ' ,m i , im suspiciously, and sa id : “ Let 
tionable and yet to be seen. W hat us w a it u n til the un ity  negotiations 
is needed to accomplish th is  task art1 over. Perhaps we w i l l  have
is a w e ll worked out C om m unist. one union, perhaps other arrange-
program, one th a t is based on prin - monts w i l l  be made, etc.”  F rlg h t- 
ciple and confirmed by experience, ' ened by the fac t tha t the In d u s tria l 
one th a t w i l l  stand the test. N o t, Union was losing the l i t t le  in flu - 
the least factor in  such a program , ence i t  had up t i l l  now, the organ- 
is a correct in te rna tiona l o rie n ta -j izer asked them to come to a spe-
tion. The L e ft Opposition w i l l  be c ia l shop meeting tha t n igh t to dis-
on hand w ith  such a program, i t  cuss the question.

rank and file  of the trade, led by 
the L e ft wing, demanded the re in ­
tegra tion  o f the L e ft w ing union 
in to  the American Federation of 
Labor and fo r a un ited general 
s trike  under one banner. We be­
lieve tha t the m ilitancy  resu lting  
from  a victorious s trike  would in ­
ev itab ly  lead to the grow th  of L e ft 
w ing strength in  the merged union, 
towards the reestablishment of the 
L e ft w ing in the leading positions 
of influence and con tro l w h ich they 
held p rio r to 1929.

C. P. Versus the Union
“ The upholsterers are going back 

to Local 7(5 (A . F. of L .) .  They 
are not g o in g ; they are running. 
They are not ru n n in g ; they are a l­
ready there.”  Th is is the private 
opinion o f the m a jo rity  of the P arty  
frac tion  in  the F u rn itu re  W orkers 
Ind us tria l Union. The overwhelm ­
ing response o f the workers to the 
A. F. of L. s trike  call sustains tha t 
opinion. One pa rty  member a fte r 
another, in  a meeting w ith  the re­
presentatives of the Trade Union 
U n ity  Council, Overgaard and W or- 
tis, thus declared th a t unless un ity  
was achieved w ith  the A. F. of L. 
in  the coming general strike, we 
would find ourselves s ix months 
from  now w ith o u t a rank and file.

N o tw ithstand ing th is  overwhelm ­
ing sentiment in the P arty  fraction , 
the TUUC representatives put th e ir 
foot down heavily against any
fu rth e r u n ity  negotiations w ith  the 
A. F. o f L. “ betrayers of labo r”  and 
ordered tha t the In d u s tr ia l Union 
be m aintained at a ll costs.

The false face of u n ity  behind 
w hfcji the TUUC masqueraded was 
fina lly  ripped aside at a meeting 
of five shops held Tuesday Ju ly
25th to discuss the question of un­
ity  between the two unions. The 
S ta lin is ts  refused to give the floor

A ll Out on the Picket Line!
Every shop in  the trade, large 

o r small, jo in  the strike .
The L e ft w ing calls upon you to 

support the general s trike  and the 
fo llow ing  demands:

1. The 30 hour— 5 day week in 
place of the 44 hour week now pre­
vailing.

2. Minimum scale of $1.40 per 
hour in place of the 60c average 
now prevailing.

3. Abolition of the Piece Work 
System.

4. Provisions in  contract for high­
er wages when cost of living rises—  
the union to determine when and 
how much.

5. Protect allied trades by 
AM A LG AM A TING  them into one 
strong industrial union.

6. No collaboration w ith the 
bosses under the National Recovery 
Act.

7. A m ilitant general strike, and 
a class-struggle union, for better 
conditions in the trade.

For the L e ft w ing group, 
— CAR L COWL.
— SOL L A N K IN .

Pocketbook W orkers  

W in  Conditions
(Continued from Page 1)
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mands of the workers. The L e ft 
w ing however, must be critic ized  
fo r not asking fo r a referendum 
vote on such an im portan t m atter 
as a settlement of a s trike . The 
workers of the Association shops 
were out on s trike  fo r  three and a 
ha lf weeks.

creases of not less than 20 percent. 
M ayor H ickm an w i l l  undoubtedly 
do his darndest to settle the strike, 
in  his custom arily  picturesque man­
ner, o f appointing an “ a rb itra tio n ”  
committee and then soap-boxing to 
the strikers, te llin g  them to accept 
the offer like  good l i t t le  children 
and "s in  no more” .

Several hundred workers have 
been s tr ik in g  a t Jackes-Evans. Mfg. 
Company fo r almost a month. They 
are demanding recognition o f th e ir  
union, the United M etal Stampers 
and Assemblers Union, in  add ition  
to wage increases. Th is s trike  has 
the support of the Socialist pa rty  
and the Young People’s Socia list 
League, who are now having a re­
b ir th  in  St. Louis. So fa r  the manu­
facture r's  attem pts to use s tr ike ­
breakers has not succeeded in  
crushing the strike,

The Shoe Strike
The s trike  s itua tion  th a t is the 

most im portan t at the present tim e 
is a “ w ild  cat”  spontanoeus rebel­
lion of boot and shoe workers. St. 
Louis is a shoe town. The organ­
ized shoe workers have taken wage 
cut a fte r wage cut (50-75%) since 
the beginning o f the depression. 
The Boot and Shoe Union officials 
are such perfect agents of the boss­
es tha t they endorsed the wage- 
cuts, every tim e. Ind ignan t, the 
shoe workers would vote en-masse 
against accepting the cut and spon­
taneously w a lk  out of the meeting. 
The union officials would then 
••over ru le -' the voting and would 
call another meeting and another 
and s t i l l  another u n t il f in a lly  the 
ank and file rebellion would change

by a m ilita n t leadership and not by 
to the representatives of the L e ft the "F ra te rn a l C lub”  adm in is tra  
w ing group, th is  tim e on the p re -! tion  and the other cliques, the work- 
tex t tha t they were not members j ers would have won a ll th e ir ju s t

Through the m ilita n t strugg le o f to sickening disgust. No leaders, 
the workers, the bosses had to y ie ld . 110 1)r0gram, eve ry th ing looked 
to some of the workers demands. j 10peless. go the shoe-workers 
I f  the s trike  would, have been led .th roughout St. Louis period ica lly

drew iu th e ir belts a l i t t le  tigh te r,

o f those p a rtic u la r shops called to 
attend th a t meeting.

W hy was th is  meeting called.? 
Was i t  because the S ta lin is ts  w ant­
ed to hear the opinion o f the uphol­
sterers as to whether we should 
un ite w ith  Local 76 o r not? No. 
I t  was because the workers, tire d  
o f being fed on empty and worn- 
out phrases, began to say tha t, i f  
the In d u s tr ia l Union does not jo in  
76 as a body, they themselves, as 
ind iv iduals, would jo in  Local 76

demands.
Now le t us analyze the p a rtia l 

demands the workers gained from  
the employers.

(1 ) 40 hour week beginning 
September 1st.

(2) Reorganization —  read just­
ments under which the workers suf­
fered fo r the last tw o years— is 
abolished in  the new agreement.

(3) M anufacturers w i l l  not be 
allowed to  send w ork out to con 
tra c tin g  shops or buy merchandise

Shoe representative, and P h illips , 
business agent, urged acceptance o f 
the company's “ lib e ra l”  offer. The 
workers m ilita n t ly  denounced both 
the company and the union officials. 
They demanded, and insisted they 
were going to get, 33 1-3 percent 
increase on grade B  shoes, 12 1-2 
percent increase on fancy shoes, a 
forty, hour week, and no overtime. 
The chairm an fingered the speak­
e rs : “ You s trike  and you get fined 
$25.00.”  The workers unseated the 
chairm an, walked out o f the union 
ha ll, and went out on strike . They 
rented a separate h a ll and announc­
ed th e ir  in tentions of s tr ik in g  fo r 
th e ir demands t i l l  he ll froze over.

M cM orrow, the union representa­
tive, im m ediate ly telegraphed the 
N ational In d u s tr ia l Recovery A d­
m in is tra tion  tha t the union officials 
regarded the s trike  as a “ v io la tion  
of the a rb itra tio n  agreement and 
against the s p ir it  of Roosevelt’s 
adm in is tra tions recovery plans.”

W hile  th is  was happening, 1000 
shoe w orkers employed a t W olfe- 
Tober Shoe M fg  Co. voted down the 
offer of a 10 percent wage increase

O n Some Misconceptions of Fascism 
and State Capitalism

In  add ition  to the S ta lin is t prac­
tice o f tagging everyth ing and •ev­
erybody not a member o f the offi­
c ia l Communist pa rty  (o r close 
sym path izer) w ith  the contradic­
to ry  label o f social-Fascist and 
Scott Nearing's amusing view  of 
Fascism as a movement based on a 
re trea t from  the technological mass 
production economy of today to the 
v illage economy of the past, a new 
conception of Fascism has come 
in to  being. Th is conception has 
fo r  its  basic premise the be lie f th a t 
“ State C apita lism ”  is a d is tingu ish ­
ing characteris tic  o f Fascist d ic ta ­
torship. I t  sees in  the grow th o f 
state contro l over indus try  and 
state monopolies a move tow ard 
Fascism when in  re a lity  such a 
process is a pa rt o f the evo lu tion­
ary  tendency of cap ita lism  and has 
been developing fo r a good many 
years.

Increasing state cap ita lism  is 
not a characteris tic  peculiar to 
Fascism bu t is a phenomenon pre­
sent du ring  the state of economic 
and po litica l development w h ich  
makes the rise of Fascism h is to r i­
ca lly  possible. I t  is an instrum ent 
of Im peria lism , being an advanced 
fo rm  of the mechanism by whichand came fo rw a rd  w ith  th e ir  own 

demands: 20 percent increase on B  com petition between cap ita lis t coun 
shoes, 12 1-2 percent increase on tries  is carried  on— a sort of a

When the organizer of the In  
du s tria l Union, i t  appears, came to 
the shops to collect a three do lla r 
s trike  tax, the workers, who naive­
ly  thought tha t they were in  the 
m idst o f un ity  négociations, turned

. ! w h ile  th e ir workers are not employ-

w i l l  w o rk  w ith  a ll its  m igh t to 
un ite  a solid L e ft w ing movement, 
to make i t  the d r iv in g  force w ith in  
a l l labor organizations, in  the A. 
F. of L. and among the unorgan­
ized. — SAM GORDON.

How the Bosses 
Receive N .I.R .A .

the
of

(Continued fro m  page 1) 
hours, in  fact, is treated in  
codes ass on ly another fo rm  
spreading the work, the “ stagger 
system introduced du ring  the pre­
sent cris is  on an unprecedented 
scale. B y spreading out the jobs 
over a greater number of workers, 
the bosses benefit not only by keep­
in g  many o f them from  the m iserly 
unemployment benefits which they 
m ight get bu t also by establishing 
the hab it of an unprecedentedly 
low  scale of liv in g  based on one, 
tw o or three day’s w o rk  a week.

B u t the greatest im m ediate bene­
f i t  o f a ll, which the cap ita lis ts w i l l  
obta in from  the act, is  its  effect 
in  shoving the question of organi­
zation in to  the background, among 
the masses of undeveloped w o rk ­
ers. “ Roosevelt and the Recovery

The sentiment of the workers at 
the beginning of the meeting was to 
to in to  76 as a body. The S ta lin ­
ists were fra n tic . Demagogic 
speeches rolled off th e ir  tongues 
tha t would have shamed Tammany 
po litic ians and tab lo id  sob-sisters. 
Remarks such as: “ A re  you going 
to desert us now?” , “ I  was in  ja i l

ed in  th e ir shops fu l l  time.
For these concessions, the “ F ra t­

ernal Club”  adm in is tra tion  gave up 
one of the im portan t demands; the 
Unemployhment Insurance fund. A l­
though the unemployed workers got 
very l i t t le  out of the fund because 
the S. P. fakers, D r. Hendin, w ith  
the “ C lub”  boys misused the fund 
fo r themselves, nevertheless, the 
employers had to pay over $60,000 
a year to the fund. Th is money

re ta in ing  the bosses’ sugary words 
of “ as soon as business picks up, 
you 'll get back the same scale” .

In fla tio n — increased production of 
shoes— and the over-worked, under­
paid slioeworkers began to demand 
the form er scale. The workers ju s t 
had to get h igher wages, the cost 
of liv in g  was ris ing  te rr if ic a lly . The 
shoe companies accordingly offered 
wage increases— but not large 
enough to offset th e ir previous re­
ductions. This reneging of the 
bosses' promise was the match tha t 
made the shoe workers see fire.

A Rebellion in the Union
750 M ilius  Shoe Company em­

ployees met last Monday (J u ly  
17th) to consider the wage in ­
creases. The union officials, Mc­
M orrow, In te rna tiona l Boot and

fancy, 40 hour week, no overtime. 
The shoe workers ran the union 
fakers out o f the h a ll and conduct­
ed th e ir own meeting. They decid­
ed to s trike  w ith  the M iliu s  w o rk­
ers. W olfe, the owner of the shoe 
company, however im m edia te ly got 
in  touch w ith  them and asked them 
to give h im  a week to reconsider. 
The shoe-workers decided to w a it 
the seven days.

The week ends Ju ly  24th, when 
the W olfe employees are ho ld ing a 
“ secret”  meeting to consider th e ir  
action. The ind ica tions are tha t 
W olfe w i l l  accede to th e ir  demands 
w ith o u t a s tr ike  struggle. The 
M iliu s  s trike rs  have, in  the mean­
time, gained everyone of th e ir de- 

' mands, over the heads o f the Boot 
and Shoe labor fakers.

Now B r ia r  Bros, workers are 
considering “ w ild -ca ttin g ”  fo r the ir 
demands. The resetnment against 
the Boot and Shoe W orkers’ Union 
officials is so great th a t both M ilius  
and W olfe-Tober shoe workers, en- 
masse, a ll agree to rent a separate 
h a ll fo r  the purpose of hold ing 
“ committee”  meetings, seperate from  
the Boot and Shoe. W hat w i l l  hap­
pen w ith in  the next few weeks is 
hard  to  fo re te ll.-R A L P H  M A R T IN

Not only must the agreement, be 
carried out hut an increase in  wages 
must be prepared for, to be given 
du ring  the season, to each and 
every worker.

Another th in g  the pocketbook
was given back to the employers a s 'w o rke rs  must remember, is tha t 
a present fo r  the demands they I they must bu ild  a strong organiza- 
were forced to give to the workers. I tion in  and out o f town. In  order 
Another important demand our olfl-! tha t the bosses do not get a chance 
cers in the conference committee to use the workers out of town to
gave up was a scale of wages for 
genral helpers, and packers.

The s trike  in  the Association 
shops is over, the s trike  in  the in ­
dependent shops is going on w ith  
more v igor u n t il the employers w i l l  
be forced to g rant the demands, and 
to sign an agreement w ith  the Un

26 days fo r y o u !” , “ I  shed blood ion- The workers who w il l  go back 
fo r y o u !” , “ I  was always on t h e / 0 the shops in  the next few days 
picket line ” , etc., etc. filled the a ir.

Left Wing ’’Defeated”
The te rrifie d  “ leaders”  again “de­

feated”  the L e ft w ing by denying 
them the floor, thus preventing an 
open comparison o f policies which 
they knew could sw ing the bu lk  of 
the membership in  favo r of un ity . 
By t ir in g  the rank and file w ith  
speeches and appeals, in  which only 
the S ta lin is t po in t of view  was ex- 
pre ed, they f in a lly  put through a 
vote to “ s trike  under the banner of 
the In d u s tr ia l U n ion”  in  the com­
ing strike.

Do the pa rty  leaders th in k  th is  
is an endorsement of th e ir po licy 
of obstructing un ity? I t  was noth­
ing but a vote of sympathy and 
confidence in  those ind iv idua ls  who 
made the appeals, bu t in  no sense 
can i t  be construed as approval fo r 
the qp lit policy o f the pa rty  in  the 
fu rn itu re  industry . Le t them not 
deceive themselves about th e ir  fo l-A ct w i l l  take care of wages and 

hours— w hy do we need to take out log ins* T^ho workers in  the shops 
union cards?”  is the crudest fo rm  W;lot u,1^.v today, in  the heat of the 
o f th is  reaction. A nother fo rm  is
the acceptance even of company

strike, 
i strike

even more than before the 
was called. I t i m ust be

w e ll as o f re fo rm is t Mated here tha t the S talin ists, w ithunions, as 
trade union leadership, by h ithe rto  
unorganized workers as a great 
v ic to ry  achieved w ith o u t a struggle. 
T h is  w i l l  tend to lead off in to  
“ safe”  channels the discontent of 
the workers which would other­
wise flow tow ard the strengthening 
o f the L e ft w ing in  re fo rm is t un­
ions or the organization of new 
m ilita n t class-struggle unions. H un­
dreds o f thousands o f new workers 
are coming in to  the A F L , from  basic 
indus try  especially. These workers 
new to organization u n fa m ilia r w ith  
the trad ition s  o f re fo rm is t bureau­
cracy, w i l l  fo rm  a broad basis fo r 
the fu tu re  grow th  of the L e ft wing.

The revo lu tiona ry  leadership of 
the workers cannot rem ain content 
w ith  le ttin g  the workers find  out 
fo r  themselves how ho llow  are the 
illusions w ith  which they are being 
fed. They m ust take the in it ia t iv e  
in  showing the workers th a t they 
are ge tting  no th ing from  the In ­
du s tria l Recovery Act, th a t the 
f irs t  codes presented already c lear­
ly  show the in ten tion  o f the bosses

the ca lling  of the general s trike  
have already lost the golden op­
po rtu n ity  to un ite  the two streams 
in  the movement, the L e ft and the 
R ight. They w il l  stand convicted, 
in  the eyes of the entire  movement, 
of com plic ity i f  not collusion w ith  
the reactionary burocllats of the 
A. F. of L. in  preventing the 
achievement of w ha t lies nearest 
and dearest in  the heart of every 
fu rn itu re  w orker in  the in d u s try : 
one strong union.

m ust remember and see to i t  th a t 
the agreement is carried out a hun­
dred percent. F o r th is  i t  is neces­
sary to elect the proper Chairman 
and committee men in the shops. 
The workers cannot re ly  on the pre­
sent adm in is tra tion  to ca rry  through 
tha t agreement fo r  them in  the

underm ine the conditions of the 
workers in  N. Y., i t  is  necessary 
to launch an organization campaign 
in  the c ity  and out of town. This 
job requires a leadership th a t is 
determined and w illin g  to sacrifice. 
Our present adm in is tra tion  has none 
of these qualifications. I t  is  up to 
the L e ft w ing to s ta rt an educa­
tio n a l and ag ita tiona l campaign 
among the workers and to prepare 
the ground fo r  ousting the “ F ra t 
ernal C lub”  adm in istra tion . O ther­
wise the present agreement w i l l  re­
main a scrap of paper. The “ F ra t­
ernal Club”  adm in is tra tion  d id  not 
ca rry  through 10 percent o f last 
vear's agreement. W hat assurances

M  irror W orkers Strike
(Cofitinued from Page 1)

shops. The workers must organize do we have th a t they w i l l  carry  
and s tick together in  the shops as through the present agreement? 
a u n it as they did in tim e of strike. — N. D. F.

G. Zinoviev on the Party Regime

grow ing in tegra tion  o f the economic 
a c tiv ity  of a national or in te rna ­
tio n a l u n it as a whole.

B y means of concentration and 
cen tra lization , the cred it system, 
issue o f securities, financia l press­
ure, d irectorships, ownership of 
stock, etc., a hand fu l of finance 
cap ita lis ts  have organized the econ­
omic life  of the various nations in ­

un its  ra the r than upon those oc­
curring  w ith in  the te r r ito r ia l con­
fines of the various cap ita lis t 
powers.

State con tro l of industry  or state 
capitalism , du ring  the present per­
iod o f cap ita lis t decay, w ith  its  
na rrow ing  markets, is the mechan­
ism by which in d iv id u a l na tional 
economies or countries are piepar- 
ing to a ttem pt to w rest from  other 
national economies a la rger share 
of the ex is ting  trade and w orld  
contro l. I t  is the mechanism by 
which the liv in g  standards of the 
workers w i l l  he driven fu rth e r 
downward.

Nor is its  development confined 
to Europe. On the con tra ry state 
cap ita lism  is almost as evident in 
"dem ocra tic”  United States as i t  
is in  Fascist Germany and to view 
the process as a move tow ard Fasc­
is t d ic ta torsh ip  is to create confu­
sion.

The fundam ental role of Fascism 
is hot to form  a so-called "corpor­
ate state”  hut to prevent the w o rk ­
ers from  moving toward social rev­
olu tion. Fascism w i l l  gain s trength 
precisely at the moment when the 
workers begin to threaten— when 
the revo lu tiona ry  movement begins 
to assume menacing proportions—  
and once i t  comes to power i t  w i l l  
seek to destroy not only the 
vanguard hut also a ll w o rk ing  
class organizations and to sweep 
out o f existence a ll elements of 
w ork ing class democracy.

To believe tha t i t  w i l l  "convert 
big business in to  an ad junct o f the 
state", as is claimed in  an a rtic le  
in  the J u ly  issue o f the M odem  
M onth ly , is to reveal a fa ilu re  to

to v ir tu a l monopolies. The p a rtsu n d e rs ta n d  its  rea l character. To 
of th is  system are ever in  the pro- j see in  the g row th  of state contro l 
cess of d raw ing  closer together, due a move toward Fascism is to create

(Contined from Page 3)

to the bosses’ wagon by th e ir  pol­
icy of class collaboration, and tha t 
the workers w i l l  get noth ing unless 
they figh t fo r  it .  Th is means the 
u n ify in g  and strengthening of the 
L e ft w ing in  the re fo rm is t unions, 
tak in g  advantage o f the new 
changes fn the position o f the A F L ; 
as w e ll as the organization of broad 
class struggle in d u s tr ia l unions in

youth who replaced comrade I ’utno 
when the la tte r  was shipped to 
Japan, in te rpre ts  the reference of 
comrade T ro tsky to Clemenceau as 
a demand fo r shooting the peasants 
at the fro n t in  tim e of war. W hat 
is th is  i f  not an open Therm idorian, 
not to say B lack-Hundred, ag ita­
tion, the aim of which is to coun­
terpose the peasantry to  the Op­
position section o f the workers’ 
party?  And th is  v illa in y  does not 
ca ll fo r th  any rebuff from  the pa rty  
leadership despite the fac t th a t the 
a tten tion  o f the CCC was called 
to it .

We sha ll not speak o f the m iser­
able ed ito ria ls  by Skvortzov in  the 
Izvestia, or of the poetical p a rtic i­
pation on “ p a rty ”  questions of Dem 
ian Bedny, whose licentiousness 
grows sim ultaneously w ith  his ideo­
logica l poetical vacu ity. The ku lak- 
pornographic tone of Demian Bedny 
is provoking the increasing disgust 
and contempt of the most detached 
pa rty  members, who are not a t a ll 
Oppositionists. A t the same tim e 
there can be no- doubt i f  anyone’s 
m ind th a t the p u trid  w ritin g s  of 
D. Bedny are “ encouraged”  from  
above. Everybody knows th a t a ll 
publications are contro lled through 
the press departm ent by the Secret­
a ria t, th a t is, in  ac tua lity , by com­
rade S ta lin ........In  a ll the facts
enumerated above we consider the

No one in  the pa rty  believes or 
w i l l  believe th a t a ll these inadm is­
sible, c rim ina l an ti-pa rty  methods 
are appied on ly by accident. Were 
th is  the case, they would not have 
been so systematic, they would not 
be extended and, above a ll, they 
would not rem ain unpunished. A  
whole system is involved and th is  
system of preparing the Congress, 
tha t is, the system of not permit­
ting any norm al preparation fo r  the 
Congress, has, in  the conviction of 
a ll, its  centre: the Secretariat of 
the CC., th a t is, the rea l concentra­
tion  po in t of the “ management”  of 
the party. In  rea lity  the Secretar­
ia t  stands above the CC—and tries 
beforehand to impose its  w i l l  upon 
the Congress, th a t is upon the 
party . Precisely herein lies the 
essence of the an ti-constitu tiona l, 
an ti-pa rty  mechanism w hich has 
already been set in to  fu l l  sw ing 
fo r  the “ prepartion”  o f the Con-
0*f*PG ,Q  ”

— G. Z IN O V IE V .
Sept. 6, 1927.

wide use of unskilled labor, which 
to give them no th ing and o f the /■  F - D. has up to  now been

those industries characterized by j most serious the expulsion and exile 
great concentration o f cap ita l and o f workers and' in  general, o f pa rty

government to back up the bosses, 
that the reformist union leaders 

are simply harnessing the workers

a fra id  to organize and is now en­
tering, thanks to N IR A .

— B. J. F IE L D .

members, fo r  th e ir  O ppositionist 
conv ic tions; the system o f breaking 
up p a rty  meetings by gangs organ 
ized from  above and the pogrom 
agitation in the press.. . .
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one tim e tr ie d  to a ffilia te  i t  w ith  
the M etal W orkers In d u s tr ia l Un­
ion, fo r  one reason o r another 
noth ing came of th is  attem pt.

The young workers of th is  trade, 
driven to desperation by the con­
tinuous s lashing o f th e ir  wages, the 
in to le rab ly  long hours, the filth y  
sweat shops w ith o u t any o f the 
improvements gained by workers in  
other trades, decided to take m at­
ters in  th e ir  own hands.

A  number o f workers more ener­
getic than the rest (no tab ly  among 
them Charles Aiosa, unaided by 
anyone) d is tribu ted  a c ircu la r c a ll­
ing hpon the workers of th is  trade 
to attend a meeting. The c irc u la r 
met w ith  an unusually enthusiastic 
response. The meeting was attend­
ed by a m a jo rity  o f the workers in  
the trade. A fte r some pre lim ina ry  
rem arks by the au thor of the c ir ­
cu la r a s tr ike  was im m ediate ly de 
cided upon. A  lis t  of demands was 
draw n up lis tin g  among other 
things, an 8 hour day— five day- 
week a raise in  wages and piece 
w ork  rates. A t the same tim e the 
union began to crysta llize  and take 
shape fina lly , evolving in to  the 
Novelty M ir ro r  W orkers Union.

As can be seen by the account 
thus fa r, the whole th in g  was done 
hastily , in  the most haphazard 
fashion, unaided by any experienced 
trade unionists. Consequently a 
number of mistakes were made, 
namely, the demand fo r piece w ork 
and the fa ilu re  to consider the 
workers in  the other c ra fts  in  the 
same trade.

A member o f the L e ft Opposition 
in  the trade (whose c ra ft was no t 
considered) met w ith  the s trike rs  
several times (a fte r  the s trike  was 
declarecT) and pointed out the ab­
su rd ity  o f such a step— piece w ork 
— and th a t unles's the union was o r­
ganized on an in d u s tria l basis the 
chances of w inn ing  the s tr ike  would 
be g rea tly  lessened. However the 
lis t  o f demands had already beep 
handed in  to  the various bosses. E n­
couraging replies were re turined 
which partially^ raised the prices 
on a ll sizes o f m irro rs  a lthough not 
quite com plying w ith  the workers 
demands had evidently fired them 
w ith  so much enthusiasm th a t i t  
was im possible to sway them from  
their, o rig in a l plans.

However i t  was determ ined to 
organize and ca ll out the whole in ­
dustry  in  the event th a t the boss­
es remained adamant in  th e ir  stand. 
The workers overwhelm ingly voted 
to continue s tr ik in g  and im m ediate­
ly  a s tr ike  committee was elected 
and p icketing  ordered in  fro n t o f 
a ll shops.

Sim ultaneously w ith  the organ i­
zation of the union the bosses had 
qu ick ly  gotten together and fo rm ­
ed an association. Negotiations 
went on d irec tly  w ith  the associa­
tion . To date a number o f shops 
have already signed up, though no 
fina l settlements have been arrived 
at. A l l  shops must be signed up 
before the workers w i l l  re tu rn  to 
work. W ith  a ll the inexperience 
and errors made a t thé start, i t  is 
reasonable to believe th a t the bat 
t ie  w ill not have been in  vain.

to a certa in  in te rre la tion  o f in te r 
ests, thereby exh ib iting  a tendency 
to transfo rm  the en tire  economic 
a c tiv ity  o f each o f the leading 
countries in to  a single na tiona l en­
terprise under the contro l o f the 
state which acts as an “ exexutive 
committee of the ru lin g  classes” 
regu la ting  prices, production, d is­
tr ibu tion , etc. A t the same tim e 
there is  occurring  the fo rm a tion  of 
actua l state monopolies financied 
by large banks, as w e ll as mono­
polies jo in t ly  contro lled by the 
state and priva te  trusts.

Between 1914 and 1919, under 
pressure of the demands of the 
w orld  war, the move tow ard state 
cap ita lism  went fo rw a rd  at a rap id 
pace. In  Germany, fo r  instance, 
in add ition  to state contro l of p r i­
vate enterprises and jo in t ly  contro l­
led, “ m ixed”  enterprises, state mon­
opolies fo r  the production of bread, 
potatoes, n itra tes, etc were formed. 
The financia l system was cen tra l­
ized under con tro l of the lie icbs- 
Iiank. In short, the entire  economic 
life  o f the nation was consolidated 
tem porarily  in to  a single un it, the 
same process being discernible in  
other be lligerent nations and, to 
a lesser degree, in  some o f the 
non-belligerent ones.

Since then, a lthough state capi­
ta lism  subsided fo r  a time, its  
g row th  has reached a po in t where 
emphasis must be placed upon the 
com petition and antagonisms occur­
r in g  between nations as national

the illu s ion  tha t the - present ad­
m in is tra tion  o f the United States is 
Fascistic and tends to resurrect 
the theory of socia 1-Fascism in  an­
other form .

In  rea lity , Fascism is an in s tru ­
ment created and m aintained by 
the big bourgeoisie to pro tect them ­
selves against the march of the 
workers. As comrade T ro tsky po in t­
ed out in  VVliat Next?:

“ A fte r Fascism is victorious, 
finance cap ita l gathers in to  its  
hands, as in a vise of steel, d irec tly  
and im m ediate ly, a ll the organs and 
in s titu tio n s  of sovereignty, the ex­
ecutive, adm in is tra tive  and educa­
tiona l powers of the state : The en­
t ire  state apparatus together w ith  
the arm y, the m unic ipa lities, the 
un iversities, the schools, the press, 
the trade unions, and the coopera­
tives. When a state tu rns Fascist, 
i t  doesn't only mean th a t the form s 
and methods o f government are 
changed in  accordance w ith  the 
patte rn set by M ussolin i— the 
changes in  th is  sphere u ltim a te ly  
p lay a m inor role— but i t  means, 
f irs t o f a l l fo r the most part, tha t 
the workers organizations are ann i­
h ila ted ; tha t the p ro le ta ria t is re­
duced to an amorphous state ; and 
tha t a system of adm in is tra tion  
is created which peentrates deeply 
in to  file  masses and which serves 
lo fru s tra te  the independent cry- 
s ta liza tion  of the p ro le ta ria t. There­
in precisely is the g is t of Fascism.”  

— SIM M ONS.

Letter from Moscow U S -S .R .
(Confined from Page 3)

better supplied. In  any case every­
th ing  revolves about a piece o f 
da ily  bread. Because of i t  people 
subm it to the monstrous sufferings 
of these journeys. “ Leaders”  and 
bureaucrats ca ll them contemptu­
ously “ fly-by-n ights” , “ ku laks” , 
"speculators”  sometimes sim ply 
“ peasants”  wh ich should s ign ify  
th a t th e ir  hunger is not rea l be­
cause they are not as yet rea l pro­
le tarians, but instead these people 
should be. . . .  f ed . . . .  These “ specu­
la to rs” — are speculating on ly to get 
a piece o f bread. These “ fly-by- 
n igh ts”  fly  from  one fac to ry  to the 
next fo r  the same piece of bread.

You know to w hat extent thievery' 
has grown. The the ft o f collective 
property, even i f  i t  is potatoes or 
bread, is a cap ita l crime. I t  has 
been completely forgotten th a t 
th ievery is the product of condi­
tions and not of ev il character. In ­
stead of destroying the causes and 
instead o f education we have b ru ta l 
laws. We are going ba ckw a rds ...

A ll are tired , filled  w ith  despair. 
Only a sm all pa rt of those who are 
absolutely w e ll fed s t i l l  believes in  
the leadership. The leadership de­
mands courage and optim ism . “ We 
have not on ly lived through worse 
d ifficu lties, but conquered! T ha t is 
the u ltim ate  wisdom o f a bureau­
cracy th a t is en tire ly  confused. B u t 
why p ick  on them, they are en­
meshed in  th e ir  own chains. One 
can say w ith  assurance .that out 
o f ten pa rty  members e igh t are 
eaten w ith  doubts. In  priva te  con­
versation they re late th a t in  the 
nuclei and in  the conferences a ll 
the decisins are accepted.. .  .unan i­
mously. Why? W h a t’s the use? 
I f  I  ro t in  S iberia, I  won’t  help m at­
ters any by i t . ”

. . . .  I  have heard th a t E ism ont 
had no group whatever, i t  was sim ­
p ly a case of fo u r people a l i t t le  
in toxicated, s ighing how good i t  
would be i f  S ta lin  were removed. 
Outside of th is  ins ip id  sigh there 
was no th ing a t a ll.

Wholesale arrests among those 
who had le ft the Opposition ( in  
Moscow alone more than 150 were 
arrested and exiled) were explained 
as a prophylactic measure. A lthough 
marjy o f the cap itu la tors were pas­
sive, no confidence was had in  
them. S ta lin  ev idently  considers 
th a t it  is  necessary to ex ile  a man 
before he succeeds to begin think­

ing. Better exile a thousand than 
leave a single opposition ist. That 
same goal was aimed a t by the 
passportiza tion ; the fear was lest 
any oppositionist be le ft in  fa c to r­
ies who are capable of leading the 
movement, which could easily s ta rt 
up, on, account o f (he general s itua­
tion. Prophylaxis. And now the 
eliistka has begun, they are ge tting  
scared more and more.

The w ife  of one o f those arrested 
said to the prosecutor, "W hy did  
you arrest him? He has complete­
ly  atoned fo r his past, is absorbed 
in  his work, etc., etc.”  B u t the 
prosecutor demanded o f her tha t 
she divorce her husband.

. . . . T h e y  say tha t in the Soviet 
Union there is no inequality , th a t 
the h ighest "leaders”  receive so 
much and so much. In  my opinion 
there is no more d is tinc t form  o f 
inequa lity  than the inequa lity  be­
tween the one who is sim ply w e ll 
fed and the one who is sim ply hun­
gry. O ur bureaucrat is  w e ll * fed, 
clothed, and lives in heated and 
w e ll- lit  apartments. B u t m illions of 
workers live  in barracks, in  sim ply 
bestial conditions, and th is  has been 
going on fo r  years onw. To the 
worker's needs, to his com plaint of 
hunger, and to th is  com plaint of 
hunger, and to his dissatisfaction, 
the bureaucrat replies tha t th is  is 
no class-conscious worker, but the 
peasant o f yesterday.

. . . . N o t  long before H it le r ’s as­
sumption o f power I  happened to 
be present du ring  the fo llow ing  con­
versation ( in  a t ra in ) .  <A bureau­
c ra t was ta lk in g  about the ap­
proaching German revo lu tion and 
the hard lo t o f the German unem­
ployed. The firs t pa rt was listened 
to w ith  d is tru s t bu t the second 
pa rt was rudely in te rru p te d : T ha t’s 
a lie. W hy, then, do the German 
workers ru n  aw ay from  us, one 
female w orker said b itte rly . Iro n ic  
rem arks flew from  a ll sides. The 
o ra to r tr ied  to defend him self. “ I t ’s 
a ll lies, there is no th ing worse than 
the Soviet ru le ; our k ids always 
th row  i t  up to us th a t we chose 
such a government ourselves” , the 
same woman retorted w ith  extreme 
sharpness. O f course, th a t is on ly 
an isolated inc ident but i t  shows 
th a t in  the backward layers of the 
p ro le ta ria t the d issatisfaction a t 
tim es goes a long wa v . .

N E W  ONE. 
End of M ay 1933.
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