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LEON TR O TS K Y

Fascism and Democratic 
S logans

L  Is  i t  tru e  th a t H itte r  has
destroyed “ dem ocratic prejudiced?

The A p r i l reso lu tion o f the Prae- 
s id ium  of the EOCI “ on the present 
s itua tion  in  Germany”  w ill,  we be­
lieve, go down in to  h is to ry  as the 
fina l testim onia l to the bankruptcy 
of the Com intern o f the epigones. 
The reso lu tion is crowned w ith  a 
prognosis in  w h ich a ll the rices and 
prejudices o f the S ta lin is t bureau­
cracy reach t l ie ir  cu lm ination . “ The 
establishment o f an open Fascist 
d ic ta to rsh ip ” ,— the resolution pro­
cla im s in  bold-face type, “ acceler­
ates the tempo o f the development 
o f a p ro le ta rian  revo lu tion  in  Ger­
many by destroying a l l democratio 
illus ions of the masses and by 
freeing them  from  the influence ef 
the social-democracy” .

Fascism, i t  seems, has unexpect­
edly become the locom otive o f H is ­
to ry :  i t  destroys democratic i l lu ­
sions, i t  frees the  masses fro m  the 
influence of the social-democracy, 
i t  accelerates the development o f 
the pro le ta rian  revo lu tion. The 
S ta lin is t bureaucracy assigns to 
Fascism the accomplishment o f 
those basic tasks which i t  proved 
its e lf u tte r ly  incapable o f solving.

T he  theoretic v ic to ry  o f Fascism 
is undoubtedly an evidence o f the 
fac t th a t democracy had exhausted 
its e lf;  bu t p o litica lly , the Fascist 
regime preserves dem ocratic pre­
judices, recreates them, inculcates 
them in to  the youth and is even 
capable of im p arting  to them, fo r  
a short tim e, the greatest strength. 
Precisely in  th is  consists one of 
the most im portan t m anifestations 
of the reactionary h is to ric  role of 
Fascism.

D octrina ires th in k  schematically. 
Masses th in k  w ith  facts. The w o rk ­
ing  class perceives events no t as 
experiments w ith  th is  o r th a t 
“ thesis”  bu t as liv in g  changes in  
the fa te  of the people. The v ic to ry  
o f Fascism adds a m illio n  tim es 
more to the scale of p o litica l de­
velopment than the prognosis fo r  
the inde fin ite  fu tu re  which flows 
from  it .  Had a pro le ta rian  state 
grown out o f the bankruptcy of 
democracy, the development of so­
ciety, as w e ll as the development 
o f mass consciousness would have 
taken a g reat leap fo rw ard . B u t 
as i t  was, in  rea lity , the v ic to ry  o f 
Fascism th a t grew out of the bank­
rup tcy  o f democracy, the conscious­
ness o f the masses is set fa r back, 
— of course only tem porarily . The 
smashing of the W eim ar democracy 
by H it le r  can no more pu t an end 
to the dem ocratic illus ions o f the 
masses, than Goering’s setting the 
Reichstag on fire  can burn  out 
pa rliam en ta ry  cretin ism .
2. The Exam ple o f Spam and I ta ly

F o r fo u r years in  succession we 
heard th a t democracy and Fascism 
do not exclude b u t supplement 
each other. How then can the v ic ­
to ry  o f Fascism liqu ida te  dem­
ocracy once and fo r a ll?  W e would 
like  to have some explanations on 
th is  score by B ucharin , Zinoviev, 
or M anu ilsky “ h im se lf” .

The m ilita ry -po lice  d ic ta to rsh ip  
o f P rim o de R ivera was declared by 
the Com intern to be Fascism. B u t 
i f  the v ic to ry  of Fascism signifies 
the fina l liqu ida tion  o f dem ocratic 
prejudices, how can i t  be explained 
th a t the d ic ta to rsh ip  of P rim o de 
R ivera gave way to a bourgeois re­
public I t  is  true  th a t the regime 
o f R ivera was fa r  from  being Fasc­
ism. B u t i t  had, a t a ll events, th is  
much in  common w ith  Fasc ism : i t  
arose as a resu lt o f the bankruptcy 
o f the pa rliam en ta ry  regime. T h is  
d id  not prevent it ,  however, a fte r 
its  own bankruptcy was revealed, 
from  g iv ing  way to dem ocratic pa r­
liam entarism .

W E  N E E D  M O N E Y !
“ I  have a l i t t le  shadow th a t goes 

in  and out. w ith  me, and w hat can 
be the use o f i t  is  more than I  
can see”  runs a poem by Stevenson. 
And tha t is how i t  is  w ith  us. Over 
a ll ou r ac tiv itie s  hangs a shadow, 
a financia l shadow.

In  the im m ediate ly past period 
our shadow was small. F rom  the 
financ ia l po in t o f view  we stood a t 
noon or not fa r  from  it .  B u t la te ly  
the sun has been going down. And 
our shadow has been lengthening. 
Last week i t  got so long th a t v^e 
couldn’t  see in  fro n t o f us and the 
M il ita n t  d idn ’t  come out.

B u t th a t sun has to rise again 
and shorten our shadow. A  desper­
ate tug  made i t  possible to get out 
th is  issue. B u t w hat about next 
week? And the week after?

I t  isn ’t  a t a ll a bleak fu tu re  tha t 
faces us. N ext week’s issue o r the 
issue o f the week a fte r w i l l  ca rry  
the details o f our new expansion 
program. T h a t w i l l  be the lever to 
l i f t  us over th is  tem porary ogstruc- 
tion .

In  the meantime we need some 
assistanc.e A nd we need i t  qu ick­
ly . L e t us pu t our appeal on th is  
bsa is : the expansion program as 
our long lever to raise us to a new 
le ve l; im m ediate donations to keep 
us going. Send a ll funds a t once 
to the M ilita n t,  126 East 16th St., 
New Y ork , N. Y.

One may attem pt to  say th a t the 
Spanish revo lu tion is a pro le ta rian  
one in  its  tendencies, and th a t the 
social democracy in  a lliance w ith  
other republicans has succeeded in  
a rresting  its  development a t the 
stage o f bourgeois parliam entarism . 
B ut th is  objection, correct in  i t ­
self proves on ly more c learly  our 
idea th a t i f  bourgeois democracy 
succeeded in  para lyz ing the revo lu­
tion  o f the p ro le ta ria t, th is  was 
on ly due to the fa c t th a t under 
the yoke of the “ Fascist”  d ic ta to r­
ship, the democratic illus ions were 
not weakened bu t became stronger.

Have “ dem ocratic illus ions”  dis­
appeared in  I ta ly  du ring  the ten 
years o f M usso lin i’s despotism? 
T h is  is how Fascists themselves 
are inclined to p ic tu re  the state of 
affa irs . In  rea lity , however, dem­
ocratic illus ions are acqu iring  a 
new force. D u ring  th is  period, a 
new generation has been raised up. 
P o lit ic a lly  i t  has not lived in  the 
conditions of freedom, but i t  knows 
fu l l  w e ll w ha t Fascism i s : th is  is 
the raw  m a te ria l fo r vu lgar dem­
ocracy. The organ ization “ Justice 
and L ib e rty ”  is d is tr ib u tin g  ille g a l 
dem ocratic lite ra tu re  in  I ta ly  and 
not w ith o u t success. The ideas o f 
democracy are therefore find ing  ad­
herents, who are ready to sacrifice 
themselves. Even the flabby gen­
era lizations of the lib e ra l monarch-

PRO TEST FR A M E -U P  A G A IN S T  
YOUNG A N T I-F A S C IS T  W O R KER

Athos Terzani, a young anti- 
Fascist is being held in  the 
Queens County J a il on a m urder 
ind ic tm ent w h ich is more flag ran t 
a frame-up than any the labor 
movement has seen fo r  some tim e. 
Terzan i has been accused of the 
m urder o f one o f his fe llow  w o rk­
er and comrade-in-arms, Anthony 
F ie rro— no less! The charge of 
m urder against Terzan i has as 
its  purpose the shie ld ing o f the 
real crim ina ls— the Fascist K ha k i 
S hirts o f America.

The workers are fa m ilia r  enough 
w ith  th is  specie o f fram e-up. B u t 
i f  p roof be needed listen to th is  
statement by A r t  Sm ith who 
boasted before an audience of 
1,000 in I ’h ila . on Ju ly  23rd th a t 
his organization had “ murdered 
one rad ica l and sent 10 others to 
a hospita l at a New W ork meet­
ing recently” . Enough s a id !

W o rke rs ! Defend Terzani The 
b lood th irs ty  cap ita lits  class must 
not be perm itted to make another 
labor m a rty r of T e rz a n i! Send 
contribu tions im m ediate ly to H e r­
bert M ahler, treasurer, Terzani 
Defense Committee, 04 F if th  Ave., 
New Y ork  C ity.

Clubs, Tear Gas, 
Riot Guns Used 
in M ilk  Strike

R ichfie ld  Springs, N. Y .
D u ring  the las t fou r to five years 

ist, Count Sforza, are spread in  the the farm ers in  the New Y ork  m ilk  
fo rm  of il le g a l pamphlets. T h a t’s d is tr ic t have been explo ited to  the 
bow fa r  back I ta ly  has been th row n  l im it  by the big  d a iry  companies.
du ring  these years!

(Continued on Page 3)

T H E  COAL OPERATORS’ ORGAN 
FR A M E -U P  ON T H E  M IL IT A N T

The T ay lo rv ille , 111. Breeze, a 
Peabody Coal Co. rag, in  its  Ju ly  
20 ed ition prin ted a miserable 
scraw l headlined to give the ap­
pearance o f an advertisem ent of 
The M ilita n t. The purpose o f the 
a rtic le  was to fu r th e r the ends of 
the coal company by adding con­
fusion to the s itua tion  fac ing the 
m iners o f I ll in o is  and to attem pt 
to d iscred it the grow ing influence 
of our paper in  the minefields.

The M il ita n t  o f course never d id  
and never could have placed an ad 
w ith  the T a y lo rv ille  Breeze and we 
do not expect to re fer to i t  again 
u n t il we announce th a t the coal 
m iners of I ll in o is  have throw n 
the Peabody Coal Co. and s im ila r 
parasites off th e ir  backs and w ith  
them the lic ksp ittle  tools of the 
k ind  th a t ed it the T a y lo rv ille  
Breeze.

N a tu ra lly , therefore, when some 
s lick  organizers from  up-state be­
gan to  set up the D a irym en’s League 
the farm ers a l l supported i t  hoping 
th a t i t  would solve th e ir  problems. 
B u t they soon learned otherwise. 
The organizers solid ified th e ir  own 
contro l in  the league and thaough 
them the Borden company got th e ir  
finger in to  the pie. The resu lt was 
th a t the farm ers received even less 
fo r th e ir  m ilk  than before.

Farm ers Get I t  in  the Neck
The dissatisfaction continued to 

grow, the conditions became un­
bearable and the farm ers appealed 
to the governor to  -step in  ajnd 
appoint a M ilk  C ontro l Board. B y 
th a t the farm ers expected to get a 
square deal. In  M arch the M ilk  
Contro l Board was appointed, the 
fa rm ers were happy, the New Deal 
apparently was aproach ing; but 
again they got i t  in  the neck.

The M ilk  C ontro l Board classi­
fied the various grades of m ilk  
and set a price on each classifica­
tion. The lowest grade was to be 
th a t contain ing three and two- 
th ird s  percent o f bu tte r fa t  fo r  
which the farm ers were to receive 1

(Continued, on Page 4)

U .S . Imperialism H olds H ig h  

Cards in Cuban Situation
Machado is out. Cespedes is  the m otion against Machado. Machado 

new president of Cuba. Tweedle- had outlived h is usefulness to his 
dum has replaced Tweeledee. B o th  Yankee masters. H e came to  power

as an a n ti- im pe ria lis t bu t sold out 
the movement to W a ll Street whose 
yoke he helped to fasten on the

are from  the same p o lit ic a l pa rty .
The new cabinet intended a t f irs t  
to  be a concentration cabinet, has 
a more “ oppositional”  character j Cpban masses. The base of h is  gov- 
fo llow ing  the categorical demand o f em inent contracted steadily. I t
the ABC fo r  p o litica l recognition, 
bu t is as exclusive ly bourgeois and 
agreeable to Am erican im peria lism  
as its  predecessor was o rig in a lly .

W hat is more im portan t than its  
personnel is  the program  to which 
Cespedes has commited It.  And 
the c o u n try ; a reoragniza tion o f 
surplus labor back to the la n d ; re­
organization o f enormous debt to 
the U n ited S ta tes; and a trade

rested f in a lly  on the arm y and the 
police inc lud ing  the hated La 
Porra, secret assassins. The la tte r  
proved powerless against the r is ­
ing  tide  o f revo lt. The base na r­
rowed to the pampered arm y. And 
a t la s t under the pressure o f the 
en tire  nation the arm y served no­
tice th a t Machado’s tim e had 
come. He fled to the Bahamas to 
exile  declaring, lik e  A lfonso o f

agreement w ith  the U n ited  State* Spain, th a t he loved his country 
over the sugar crop which has been and rested on his record. The epi-
e llin g  below the cost o f produc­

tion.
The details o f th is  three-point 

program  have no t ye t been made 
pub lic  bu t th e ir  character is Ind ic­
ated by the whole s itua tion . There 
can be no doubt th a t a ll the h igh 
cards w i l l  repose, as heretofore, In  
the m it t  o f Uncle Sam. F rom  Roos­
evelt to W elles to Cespedes the 
line  is unbroken. The stake

taphs of both rem ain to be w ritte n  
by the in te rna tiona l Socia list rev­
olution.

J.L.Lewis Betrays 
Miners at Coal 

Hearing
The N R A  has blown li fe  in to  the 

United M ine W orkers Union and 
has given Lew is and Company a 
new lease on life . A fte r  a score 
of years of the most brazen be­
traya ls  and sell-outs, John L. Lewis 
is appointed Labor's representative 
on the NRA. I f  th is  were the only 
act a t our disposal to determ ine 
w hat the Roosevelt Government 
th inks  o f labor i t  would be su f­
fic ient fo r  condemnation. H ow ­
ever, the present government o f the 
im peria lis ts  have a long record fo r 
the few months they are in  po w e r; 
a record of clever reform , and 
sugar coated measures fo r greater 
subjection and exp lo ita tion .

W orkers throughout the mine 
area are flocking to the folds of 
the I T .  M. iW. A. N o t th a t they 
have any fa ith  in  Lew is and Com­
pany, but because they th in k  tha t 
they w il l  get a new deal under the 
NRA, through the conservative un­
ion. _The sell-out in  western Penn., 
by Lew is a few  weeks ago and the 
revo lt against Lew is and Company 
brought out in  bold re lie f w ha t the 
actual s itua tion  is. Nevertheless, 
the absence of a L e ft w ing in  the 
U. M. W. A., and the cap itu la tion ­
is t R ig h t w ing, class collaboration 
policies o f the Progressive M iners 
of America, a ll favors the Lewis 
stranglehold upon the m iners to ­
gether w ith  the help o f the govern­
ment.

Lew is and Class Collaboration
Lewis, speaking before the code 

hearing s a id : “ The Recovery A ct 
means a re b irth — not the bring ing 
in to  life  again of the forces o f 
fo rm er years which we have found 
impossible. I t  is now a recognized 
fac t by the most disinterested and 
au tho rita tive  opinion, both w ith in  
and w ith o u t the industry , th a t i t  
cannot save itse lf w ith o u t invo lv ing  
the cooperation and supervision of 
the Federal Government.”  Lew is 
recognizes th a t the coal in dus try  is 
a s ick in dus try  even i f  he d id  not 
recognize th is  as pa rt of the decay 
ofeapita lism . l ie  also recognizes 
th a t some form  o f na tiona liza tion  
Is necessary to p u ll the coal in ­
dustry  out of the ru t. The NRA, 
as a f irs t step in  th is  d irection, w i l l  
s ta rt th is  process and i f  more 
drastic government steps are nec­
essary they w i l l  be taken to insure 
the operators profits.

Lew is says: — “ We knew from  
long experience in  the indus try  th a t 
i t  oeuld on ly be stab ilized and re­
stored to a norm al condition through 
a code which would be national in  
its  scope and its  provisions.”  B u t 
Lew is never though t i t  was neces­
sary Jtp have a na tiona l m iners po l­
icy  and na tiona l strikes. I f  Lew is 
th inks  i t  is  good fo r  the operators 
and the government to have a na­
tion a l po licy then w hy does he not 
th in k  th a t such a weapon would 
also be good in  the hands of the 
m iners against the operators. The 
separate agreements, one a fte r the 
o th e r; the strikes on d is tr ic t scales, 
w h ile  across the line  the other m in ­
ers worked year a fte r year, a ll 
Indicate who Lewis is ta lk in g  about

MEETIHG
T H E  2ND A N D  3RD IN T E R N A ­

T IO N A L S  A F T E R  H IT L E R ’S 
V IC TO R Y

W hat Is Now Happening in  the 
Compiunist and Socia list In te r ­
nationals? W hat A re  the Per­
spectives of T h e ir F u tu re  De­

velopments?
Can the Socialist P arty  in  Ger­
many Be Revived? Has the 
Communist Movement Been De­

stroyed ?
H E A R

M A X  S H A C H T M A N  
E d ito r o f t lie  “ M il ita n t”

W ho has ju s t Returned F rom  an 
Extensive V is it  to Various E u r­
opean Countries Where He Had 

tlie  O pportun ity  to Study the 
R evolu tionary Movement 
F irs t Hand and to V is it  

the E x iled  Bolshevik Lead­
er Leon T ro tsky  in  
T urkey and France 

W EDNESDAY, AUG. 30 a t 8 P. M. 
IR V IN G  P LA ZA  —  M ain  H a ll 

I rv in g  Place and 15th Street 
A D M IS S IO N  : : : 10 CENTS 

A  u s-p i  c e s :
New Y ork  Branch, Communist 

League o f Am erica (Opp.)

2 Young Negroes 
Slain by Lynch 
Law in South

Once again the Negro ha ting  and 
w ork ing  class ba itin g  southern 
bourgeosie h a s  s h ow n its  
unique method of m eting out justice 
to th a t dohbly exp lo ited section of 
the southern p ro le ta r ia t —  the 
Negro.

In  the dark hours o f early  Sun­
day m orning, August 13, Sheriff 
S liam blin  and some deputies decid­
ed th a t fo r “ sa fe ty ’s sake they 
were going to transport the three 
young Negroes, Dan Pippen, A. T. 
Harden and E lm ore C lark, charged 
w ith  a typ ica lly  southern fe lony— 
m urder o f a w h ite  woman— from  
Tulcaloosa to the la rge r c ity  o f 
B irm ingham , A labama. A  lonely, 
un trave lled  road was picked fo r the 
journey. Two cars made up the 
caravan. One car ca rry ing  the 
sheriff, a deputy o r tvfo and the 
prisoners and another fo llow ing  w ith  
deputies “ fo r pro tection” . When 
the journey was about h a lf com­
pleted the sheriff ordered the t r a i l­
ing ca rfu l of deputies to re turn . 
Th is was a t the darkest and qu ie t­
est in tersection o f the road. The 
she riff’s ca r w ith  the handcuffed 
Negroes in  i t  resumed on its  way. 
They had no t gone fa r  when a 
mob w ay la id  the car, and ordered 
the she riff to hand over the Negro­
es to  them. A l l  w ent as i f  re-

N . Y  Dress W orkers 
Gain as Strike Ends; 
O n e  Union N eeded
False Policy of Stalinists Leads Left W ing Workers 

into Blind A lley . Reentry of Left W in g  into I.L .G .W . 
Cannot Be Delayed.VitalforEnforcement of Settlement

(Continued on Page 4)

T lie  big s trike  o f dressmakers of 
New Y ork  and nearby jx iin ts  fo r 
e lim ina tion  of tlie  sweatshop, which 
involved some 60,000 workers, has 
come to a conclusion w it l i some 
gains fo r  the workers. T lie  s trike  
lasted only a few days but d isp lay­
ed a ll the power and m ilitancy  fo r 
which the needle trades workers 
have become known. I t  was the 
most complete s trike  seen in  th is  
industry  fo r a long time.

The overwhelm ing mass o f the 
workers involved struck under the 
banner of the In te rn a tion a l Ladies 
Garment W orkers Union, but the 
T U U L  union dress section made 
common cause w ith  the form er. In  
th is  a certa in  progress must be 
recorded. A t  least i t  is a fa r cry 
from  the position o f the Stalin ists, 
who are in  contro l o f the T U U L  
union, took in  the s trike  in  1029 
when th is  union declared i t  would 
rem ain on the job in  face of the 
ILG W , strike . B u t i t  is a change 
w h ich  is compelled by the hammer 
blows o f events. In  essense there 
has been p ra c tica lly  no change in 
the bankrupt trade union po licy of 
the officia l pa rty  leaders.

In te m a to in a l Consolidated Union
I t  is necessary to add to  th is  tha t 

a t hte present moment the T U U L  
union is pressed r ig h t up against 
the w a ll. E ssentia lly  the s trike  was 
one to establish recognition of the 
ILG W  as the sole union in  the 
indus try  to the exclusion of any 
other. I t  w i l l  have to be adm itted 
tha t in  ths respect the s trike  also 
went fa r  tow ard a tta in in g  its  ob­
jective. The settlement w h ich  is 
a rrived  at is one between the ILG W  
and the m anufacturers under the 
aegis of the local NR A a d m in is tra t­
or, G rover Whalen. I t  resulted 
also in  the much more complete 
organization o f jobbers and manu­
facturers. Apparently  a ll accepted 
the settlement enthusiastica lly  and 
cheered fo r G rover Whalen.

This gentleman did  not fa i l  to 
make clear, as an inducement to 
the m anufacturers, th a t i t  was now 
th e ir opportun ity  to make an end 
to the Communist influence in  the 
industry . Proceeding from  th is  the 
m anufacturers w i l l  undoubtedly ex­
tend recognition to  the ILG W , even 
to shops where i t  was not fo rm er­
ly  recognized. The s trike  affected 
p rac tica lly  a ll shops, organized and

N . Y. Furniture Strikers Repulse 

Manoeuvers o f the Employers
The m ilita n t s tr ike  of over 1500

when he th inks  a national po licy | upholsterers is nearing settlement

(Continued on page 4)

w i l l  be good.
According to Lewis, cap ita l and 

labo r benefit as fo llo w s ; “ The em­
ployer is the greatest beneficiary of 
the Recovery Act. On the other 
hand, w hat do the workers e ither 
by band or bra in , expect from  the 
Recovery Act. N o th ing beyond the 
r ig h t to organize and cooperate 
w ith  the employer, and to  receive 
w hat they have always been denied 
— a fa ir  pa rtic ipa tion  in  the ou tput 
of in d u s try ” . In  fact the workers 
won’t  even get these crumbs Lewis 
speaks of.

Lew is and Company is discredited 
throughout the industry , however 
the N R A  class collabora tion plan 
w i l l  g ive these labor agents a new 
lease on life . A  L e ft  w ing  must 
be b u ilt  in  the U M W A where they

(Continued on Page 4)

The F u rn itu re  M anufacturers As­
sociation has been brought to terms 
by one of the greatest strikes in  
the h is to ry  of the trade. They 
have been forced, a t the moment 
when v ic to ry  is in  the grasp o f 
the strikers, to ca ll in  the NR A to 
“ concilia te the dispute” .

And the N R A  has acted. On 
August 17th, the W ashington con­
c il ia to r , Colonel Leopold P h ilipp , 
chairm an of the Bureau o f Com pli­
ance, came to an agreement w ith  
the F u rn itu re  M anufacturers Asso­
c ia tion  a t the Pennsylvania Hote l, 
(the headquarters of the N R A ). 
The agreement, which was to serve 
as the “ code”  fo r  the fu rn itu re  in ­
dustry, calls fo r  a “ s lid ing ”  wage, 
scale beginning w ith  a 60c an hour 
m inim um , in  place of the $1.40 per 
hour, demanded by the u n io n ; a 40

WHO BREAKS THE STRIKES !
“ Wholesale arrests were made to -1 T ha t is w hat pleases them. In  th is  cutors in  the government, 

of I day by State troopers and S heriff’s . instance the s trike rs  were poor W ill the  workers draw  the nec- 
the U n ited  States im peria lis ts  in  | deputies in  th e ir  e ffo rt to break | farm ers. In  many others the s tr ik - essary conclusions from  this? W ill
Cuba has been estimated from  a i the backbone o f the ten-day-old 
b illio n  and a quarte r to  tw o  b il-   ̂s tr ike  o f m ilk  producers.”  T h is
lions. I t  reposes p rin c ip a lly  in  
sugar, tobacco, and government and 
p riva te  debts. A ny program  in  
Cuba w i l l  have to base its e lf on 
the care fu l protection o f these in ­
vestments.
Cespedes Welcomes U. S. W arships

I f  confirm ation were needed Ces­
pedes has supplied it .  He has w e l­
comed the presence of Am erican 
warships in  Cuban waters and has 
been a t pains to reassure the ner­
vous men o f W a ll S treet th a t he 
w i l l  p lay the game o f serving Yan­
kee pro fits  according to  the rule#. 
In  short the cast has been changed 
bu t the p lay is s t i l l  the same. The 
cap ita lis t press calls th is  substitu ­
tion  o f actors a revo lu tion.

T h a t is how i t  is  a t the  top of 
Cuban society. Below i t  is  no t so 
sa tis fac to ry  to the Am erican puppet 
masters. The whole na tion  was in

ers are w o rke rs ; but the treatm ent they understand th a t there is no 
is the same, and i f  there is  any other way to advance th e ir  in te r­
difference, i t  is  on the side of est? R igh t now they are being set 
greater viciousness. | in to  m otion, pressed fo rw a rd  by

Does any w orker s t i l l  doubt th a t ' economic necessity, but a correct 
the government under ca p ita lism ,; d irection cannot a t a l l be assured 
whether i t  be democratic o r repub -1 unless the correct conclusions are 
lican, functions to protest the r ic h  draw n from  a ll these experiences, 
against the poor. Does any w o rk e r , T h a t im plies firs t o f a l l a recogni- 
doubt th a t i t  is  a class government tion  o f the tru e  na ture o f present 
function ing  to protect the interests day class society and the function  
o f capitalism , to  defeat the aims J o f the cap ita lis t government w ith - 
and aspira tions ot  the workers and | in  it .  W ith  th a t as a basis i t  w i l l  
to beat down th e ir  resistance w i th ! be easier to d is tingu ish  the wolves 
sledge hammer blows. I t  is  th e ' in  sheep’s c loth ing, the honey word- 
cap ita lis t state in  operation. B u t j ed labor lieutenants o f capita lism  
th is  is on ly one more example added who p lay hand in  glove w ith  the 
to countless s im ila r experiences, j government to disorganize and de- 
Am erican labor h is to ry  is replete \ fea t the workers. W ith  th a t as a 
w ith  these b itte r  lessons. M any \ basis i t  w i l l  also be easier to  re­
w orkers’ lives have been sacrificed cognize the necessity o f the w ork- 
and often th e ir  organizations h a ve , ing  class bu ild ing  its  own revolu- 
been la id  waste in  s tr ik e  strug- j tio n a ry  p a rty  to ca rry  on the s trug­
gles throughout the country. Such gle fo r  the overth row  o f the capi-

statement appeared in  the New 
Y ork  Times o f August I I .

Openly and brazenly th is  m outh­
piece o f A m erican finance cap ita l 
proclaim s th a t the she riff’s forces, 
tha t is the forces o f the p o lit ic a l 
state, of the government, are acting 
to break a s tr ike  by wholesale a r­
rests. I ts  headline announced:
“ 200 M ilk  S trike rs  Seized Up- 
State.”  In  sub caption appeared 
the addition, “T rend  Pleases Leh­
m an” — th a t is, the governor— “ He 
says; ‘Sheriffs A re  H and ling  S itua­
tion  Adequately’ .”

O f course th is  trend pleases the 
governor. I t  equa lly pleases the 
big  d a iry  companies. A  s tr ik e  
broken by arrests and by previous 
attacks by sta te  troopers, using 
tear gas, clubs and r io t  guns. A  
s tr ike  broken by force and vio lence./is  the record o f the cap ita lis t e x e -!ta lis t system o f society.

hour week in  place o f the 30 hour 
week demanded by the u n io n ; tlie  
open shop; an a rb itra tio n  board, to 
be presided over by tlie  NRA re­
presentative, w h ich would decide 
grievances from  tim e to time.

W ithou t consulting the union or 
the men in  any way, th is  spurious 
"agreement”  was circu lated broad­
cast among the s tr ik in g  pickets fo r 
the sole purpose of breaking the 
resistance o f the men who m igh t 
s t i l l  have respect fo r  the au tho rity  
and “ im p a rt ia lity ”  o f the NRA. 
Needless to say, the union imme-

u n o r g a n i z e d .  S u b e s q u e n t l y  t h i s  
u n i o n ’ s  o l l i c e s  h a v e  b e e n  k e p t  b u s y  
l i n i n g  u p  n e w  m e m b e r s ,  o r g a n i z i n g  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  i n d u s t r y .

Gained Jo-Hour Week
T h e r e  w a s  n o t  a  g r e a t  i l e a l  o f  

d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  d e m a n d s  a d v a n c e d  
b y  t h e  t w o  u n i o n s .  I t  w o u l d  b e  
t o o  m u c h  t o  s a y  t h a t  t h o s e  d e m a n d s  
w e r e  a l l  g a i n e d ,  b u t  t h e  a c t u a l  s e t ­

t l e m e n t  r e p r e s e n t s  a n  i m p r o v e m e n t  
o v e r  p a s t  a c t u a l  c o n d i t i o n s  a n d ,  i f  
e n f o r c e d ,  w i l l  m e a n  a  s t e p  f o r w a r d  
f o r  A m e r i c a n  l a b o r .  U n d o u b t e d l y  
t i n 1  m o s t  i m p o r t  a  l i t  g a i n  i s  t h e  3 5 -  
h o u r  l i v e - d a y  w e e k .  I n  t h i s  r e s p e c t  
t h e  I L G W  h a s  d e m a n d e d  3 0  h o u r s  
w h i l e  t i n '  T U U L  u n i o n  d e m a n d e d  3 5  
h o u r s .  B o t h  u n i o n s  h a d  d e m a n d e d  
t h e  a b o l i t i c s  o f  p i e c e  w o r k ;  t h e  
s e t t l e m e n t ,  h o w e v e r  r e t a i n s  t h i s  
s y s t e m  f o r  c e r t a i n  o f  t h e  c r a f t s ,  
w h i l e  o t h e r w i s e  t h e  s c a l e  a g r e e d  
u p o n  f o r  w e e k  w o r k e r s  r e p r e s e n t s  

a n  i m p r o v e m e n t  f r o m  f o r m e r l y  a c ­
t u a l  c o n d i t i o n s  o b t a i n i n g .

T h i s  p r o g r e s s  m a d e  b y  t h e  N e w  
Y o r k  d r e s s m a k e r s  w i l l  u n d o u b t e d l y  
h a v e  i t s  e f f e c t  i n  f u r t h e r  s t i m u l a t ­
i n g  t h e  A m e r i c a n  w o r k e r s  t o  f i g h t  
m o r e  t e n a c o o u s l y  f o r  t h e i r  r i g h t  t o  
o r g a n i z e  a n d  f o r  a  b e t t e r  s t a n d a r d  
o f  l i v i n g  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  a l l  t h e  e m p t y  
d e m a g o g y  o f  t h e  N R A  a n d  r e g a r d ­
l e s s  o f  i t s  c l a s s  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  
b r a k e s .  O n e  c a n n o t  d i s r e g a r d  t h e  
p e r n i c i o u s  c l a s s  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  i n f l u ­
e n c e s  i n  t h i s  s t r i k e  a n d  i t s  s e t ­
t l e m e n t .  B u t  i t  w o u l d  b e  i d l e  t o  
c o n j e c t u r e  w h a t  c o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  
a c c o m p l i s h e d  w i t h  a  m i l i t a n t  u n i o n  
l e a d e r s h i p .  W e  k n o w  t h e  s p l e n d i d  
m i l i t a n t  t r a d i t i o n  o f  t h e  r a n k  a n d  
f i l e .  T h e  i m p o r t a n t  f a c t  r e m a i n s  
t h a t  t h i s  f o r w a r d  s t e p  w i l l  l e n d  i t s  
i m p e t u s  t o  n e w  a d v a n c e  e l s e w h e r e .

One Union A Necessity
B u t  t h a t  i s  o n l y  o n e  s i d e  o f  t h e  

q u e s t i o n .  A n o t h e r  o n e  r e m a i n s  
p r e s s i n g  e v e r  h a r d e r  f o r  a  s o l u t i o n .  
I t  c a i v  p e r h a p s  b e  a p p r o a c h e d  m o s t  
c o n c r e t e l y  f r o m  t h e  p o i n t  o f  v i e w  
o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  a s  e x i s t i n g  a t  t h i s  
m o m e n t  i n  t h e  n e e d l e  t r a d e s .  I t  i s  
c o m m o n  k n o w l e d g e  a m o n g s t  t h e  
r a n k  a n d  f i l e  w o r k e r s  t h a t  t h e  p r e ­
s e n t  e s s e n t i a l  q u e s t i o n  i s :  W i l l  t h i s  
n e w  a g r e e m e n t  b e  e n f o r c e d ?  S u c h  
a  q u e s t i o n  c o u l d  b e  a n s w e r e d  i n  
t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e  o n l y  p r o v i d e d  t w o  
n e c e s s a r y  c o n d i t i o n s  o b t a i n .  F i r s t ,  
t h a t  t h e  r a n k  a n d  f i l e  m e m b e r s  a r e  
e v e r  w a t c h f u l  o f  t h e i r  o f f i c i a l s  a n d  
t h a t  t h e  L e f t  w i n g  d e f i n i t e l y  a s s e r t  
i t s e l f  i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n .  S e c o n d l y  
t h a t  a  u n i t y  b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o  u n ­
i o n s  h p  a c c o m p l i s h e d  i n  s u c h  a  w a y  
t h a t  t h e  L e f t ,  w i n g  u n i o n  h a s  b e ­
c o m e s  a n  i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  t h e  m a s s  
m o v e m e n t .  I n  r e a l i t y  t h e  a t t a i n ­
m e n t ,  o f  t h e  f o r m e r  i s  c o n d i t i o n e d  
u p o n  t h e  l a t t e r .

L o n g  s i n c e  w e  h a v e  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
p r o p o s e d  t h i s  a s  a n  o r i e n t a t i o n  f o r  
t h e  T U U L  u n i o n  o f  t h a t  s e c t i o n  o f  
I  h e  n e e d l e  t r a d e s .  W e  p r o p o s e d  
t h a t  i t  s e e k  r e - e n t r y  i n t o  t h e  I L G W  
t q i o u  t h e  b a s i s  o f  n o  d i s c r i m i n a ­
t i o n s ,  t h e i r  m e m b e r s h i p  r i g h t s  a n d  
d e m o c r a t i c  u n i o n  r i g h t s  b e i n g  g u a r ­
a n t e e d .  T h i s  w a s  a  p r e s s i n g  n e c e s ­
s i t y  t h e n  a n d  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  
s u c c e s s  o f  s u c h  a  p o l i c y  w e r e  r e a ­
s o n a b l y  g o o d .  T o d a y  i t  i s  e v e n  
m o r e  t h a n  a  p r e s s i n g  n e c e s s i t y ,  i t  
i s  a  m a t t e r  o f  l i f e  a n d  d e a t h  t o  
t h e  L o f t  w i n g  u n i o n .  T h e r e  c a n  b e  
n o  r e a l  p r o g r e s s  f o r  t h e  m a s s  u n ­d ia te ly  exposed th is  t r ic k  by a .. . . . . .

leaflet w a rn ing  the men against th e ! ! '” ! W ™ ' 11* w ithou t such a pol- 
fake “ agreement” . Rudolph Thiez,
business agent of the A. F. o f L. 
Upholsterers Union then upbraided 
t lie  Colonel in  a le tte r wh ich de­
manded an explanation fo r  his com­
p lic ity  in  the m atter.

To pacify  the union leaders and 
the s tr ike rs  they represent, the 
Colonel sent the fo llow ing  le tte r to 
the boss associa tion:

“ I  am te rr ib ly  annoyed to find 
th a t your association has d is tr i­
buted today a pam phlet o f the 
agreement entered in to  between 
yourself and myself.

“ A fte r a ll, the agreement was 
sim ply a ten ta tive  proposition and 
was not b ind ing on e ither p a rty  and 
to have c ircu larized th a t and the 
use o f th is  organ ization in  an e ffo rt 
to gain your own ends is h igh ly  un­
eth ical and unwarranted. I f  those 
are the tactics th a t the dealers in ­
tend to use, I  am sorry  to confess 
th a t many of the accusations made 
against you, w h ich  I  have endeav­
ored to listen to  w ith  an open m ind 
and not to take sides, seem to be 
w e ll founded.

“ I  ins is t th a t th is  statement be 
refuted by you im m deiate ly, as the 
on ly  purpose o f th is  agreement was 
to affect a compromise between 
yourselves w ith  the union, and tha t 
du ring  the period of tim e tha t these 
negotiations were on, no state­
ment was to be made pub lic ly  or 
especially th ru  the issuance of the

(Continued on Page 4)

i c y .

T H R E A T E N  P U B LIC  T R IA L  OF
BOLSHKtV 1K-I.U jN lN IS TS  IN

MOSCOW
The fo llow ing  h igh ly  s ignificant 

incident occurred at the Congress 
of the U n ita ry  Federation o f Teach­
ers (Red Trade Union) of France 
which met on August 6 tli in  Reims, 
France.

Pressed by the delegates fo r  an 
answer and an explanation on the 
case of Victor-Serge, a Bolshevik- 
Lenin ists now in exile, the repre­
sentative of the Soviet teachers 
federation stated offic ia lly  from  the 
p la tfo rm :

“ Victor-Serge as w e ll as other 
"T ro tsky is ts ”  form ed pa rt o f a 
counter-revolutionary group w hich 
has ju s t been discovered. A  public 
t r ia l  w il l take place in Moscow and 
then accusations and proofs w i l l  be 
given.”

Is  th is  another one of the famous 
amalgams of S ta lin  and his therm l- 
ilo rian  allies to exterm inate the 
Bolslievik-Lenin ists, the men who 
fought in  the most dangerous bat- 
tle fron ts  of the c iv il war?

I f  there is any tru th  at a l l in  
(his declaration of the Soviet dele­
gate then i t  is a sign tha t the ba it­
ing of the L e ft Opposition can no 
longer proceed on the old basis. 
I t  needs new ju s tifica tio n  in  the 
eyes o f the pro le ta rian  vanguard 
which has grown dubious and 
alarmed a t the continued vicious­
ness of the S ta lin is t persecutions.
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Political Character 
of Strikes Under

N .I.R .A .

AMONG THE YOUTH

The N R A  slave codes o f the capi­
ta lis t class and its  effects upon the 
Am erican w ork ing  class hav.e bqen 
expla ined in  the columns o f the 
M il ita n t  and by the L e ft Opposition 
ever since the G illespie Trade Union 
Conference p r io r  to the act becom­
in g  a law . In  the meantime, we 
have been ham m ering away on the 
question of trade union po licy in  
the d iffe ren t industries. A  correct 
analysis o f the NR A m ust f irs t be 
presented in  order to present a cor­
rect program  of struggle against 
the new cap ita lis t offensive. W ith ­
in  the ranks o f the other forces of 
the labor movement confusion s t i l l  
reigns. The socialists are s t i l l  
f igh ting  w ith in  th e ir  organization 
over the question o f an analysis o f 
the NR A. O ther groups say li t t le  
o r anyth ing  except th a t they are 
against the NR A. The S ta lin is ts  
are also opposed to the N R A  bu t 
have not answered the burn ing 
question o f how to figh t the NR A 
In  every un ion where they have 
fought the cap ita lis t and re form ­
ers codes, the S ta lin is ts  have t r a i l ­
ed behind them, not only in  de­
mands presented bu t also in  many 
cases on the demands adopted as 
a law .

The cap ita lis ts  projected the N R A  
in  an a ttem pt to  solve some of 
the d ifficu lties con fronting them. 
However, the steps taken in  th is  
d irection  have created o ther con­
trad ic tions, The most im portan t of 
these new contradictions th row n  to 
the surface is the one dealing w ith  
the trade unions. When the act 
became a law , i t  carried w ith  i t  
the ou tlaw ing  of s trikes as soon 
as the codes become fin a lly  -adopt­
ed. In  the meantime, an increasing 
number o f s trikes took place. These 
were not on ly a continuation of 
the wave o f s trikes ju s t  p r io r  to 
the NR A as an effect o f the up tu rn

L .A . Yipsel Suspended 

for Union Activity
The fo llow ing  appeal is from  a 

m ilita n t Los Angeles Y ipsel who 
has begun to  see the reactionary 
nature o f the leadership o f the 
Socialist p a rty  and th e ir  youth 
ad junct the YPSL. I le r  being ex­
pelled fo r  class ac tiv ities  on the 
picket line  makes th is  document 
more than an appeal— a w arn ing  
to a ll revo lu tionaries w ith in  the 
socia list youth organizations as 
to the rea l d r i f t  o f th e ir  leader­
ship towards class collaboration 
and s trike  breaking. The appeal 
speaks fo r its e lf.— Ed.

LOS ANG ELES.—
TO T H E  M E M BER S O F  T H E  

YOUNG P E O P LE ’S SO C IAL­
IS T  LE A G U E

CO M R A D E S :—
The State Executive Committee 

has declared me suspended fro m  
the Young People's Socialist League 
w ith ou t voice o r vote fo r  a period 
o f tw o months pending fu rth e r in ­
vestigation of my a c tiv ity  w ith  
Communists.

Every member of the Y. P. S. L . 
must understand the reasons fo r 
such a rb itra ry  actions on the pa rt 
of our leadership— its  basic causes 
and its  inevitab le  consequences.. . .

Charges when brought down to 
actual facts am ount to two th in g s :

ized a discussion m eeting a t which 
Lyd ia  Beide l and A lb e rt Goldman, 
prom inent p a rty  members, spoke 
and presented th e ir  position. Sub­
sequent to th is , a debate was a r­
ranged in  which the S ta lin is ts  were 
compelled to  partic ipate. Pressed 
fo r  a statement, the youth subm it­
ted a 9 page document in  w h ich  
they c learly  fo rm ula ted th e ir  posi­
tion  upon a number of points.

The statem ent is  introduced by 
po in ting  out th a t u tte r confusion 
exists among the leadership as w e ll 
as the rank and file  of the Y. C. L. 
on the question of the un ited fro n t, 
and Germany due to constant 
changes w ith o u t exp lanation o r an­
alysis. Honesty and c la rifica tion  
are necessary in  order to avoid a- 
s im ila r catastrophes. I t  proceeds 
to  prove th a t the theory of the lim ­
ited fro n t, from  below and the 
theory o f social Fascism advanced 
by the leadership of the C. I .  are 
m a in ly  responsible fo r  the German 
defeat. The C. P. m ust severely 
condemn its  action in  Germany and 
repudiate these erroneous policies. 
H a ilin g  the C. I .  M anifesto as a 
tu rn  in  the correct d irection the 
statement o f the comrades correct­
ly  warns of the ensuing danger 
w h ich flows from  its  (the  m an i­
festo’s) acceptance of a Non-Ag­
gressions Pact w ith  the Social 
Democracies. The document con­
cludes w ith  a remorseless denuncia­
tion  o f the ex is ting  bureaucracy 
w ith in  the organization, demanding

w  a change (free  discussion, a con-
my ac tiv ities  in  the union of m y , ven tl no bureaucracy, etc.) i f  
trade, the Needle Trades W orkers .. .
Union and pa rtic ip a tion  in  the U n i­
ted F ro n t A n ti-W a r Conference.

In  the name o f w hat w o rk ing  
class princip les do these “ leaders”  
o f working-class youth b ring  a Y ip ­
sel up on charges fo r belonging to 
the on ly m ilita n t un ion in  her 
trade?

The Needle Trades W orkers In ­
du s tria l Union has proved through 
strugg le th a t i t  is  a m ilita n t union 
figh ting  fo r  and in  the in terests o f 
the working-class.

W hile  the leadership s its  back
m  production and increase in  prices discussions,
bu t also as a struggle fo r  th e ' of thei ’ w ' rkerB is being
r ig h t to  organize and to b r in g  consistently fougM  by the Needle

Trades Union. Even a t th is  tim e 
in  the face o f b ru ta l police te rro r, 
m anhandling o f women and beating 
up of men on the picket line, a 
s tr ike  is being waged in  a m il l in ­
ery shop under the leadership of 
the N. T. W. I .  U.

Instead o f suspending a member 
fo r being active  in  a s trike , those 
members o f the State Executive 
Committee who by th e ir  silence and 
in a c tiv ity  have ta c tily  sabotaged 
the s trike , these Yipsel “ leaders”  
should be severely condemned.

The Y. P. S. L . leadership charges 
me w ith  A n ti-W a r a c tiv ity  w ith  
the Communists. Who is accused 
and who are the accusers? I t  is 
the th ink ing , serious elements in  
the Y PSL who m ust charge the 
leadership o f the Y PSL w ith  not 
p a rtic ip a tin g  in  th is  U n ited F ro n t 
a c tiv ity , w ith  sabotaging th is  U n i­
ted F ron t, w ith  be traya l o f th e ir  
class.

The "L e f t  w in g ”  apologizers fo r  
the leadership say, “ T h a t is a l l very 
we ll, but our N a tiona l Executive 
Committee has a po licy  w h ich  we 
m ust fo llo w  no m a tte r how much 
we are in  favo r of un ited fro n t ac­
t iv ity .  We are a d isc ip lined o r ­
ganization.”

W hen the fo rm a l discipjLine o f 
an organ ization clashes w ith  the 
du ty  to the working-class some­
th in g  m ust give. The du ty  to  the 
w ork ing  class w i l l  w in  out.

Our “ leadership”  would g lad ly 
sidetrack the en tire  princ ip led  d is­
cussion in to  the track  of barren o r­
ganizational fo rm u la . The question 
is too b ig  to be handled in  th is  
law yer-like  manner. I t  has to  be 
handled in  a working-class manner. 
W hether or not the N a tiona l E x­
ecutive Committee said th is  or th a t 
sinks to insignificance alongside the 
question o f lo ya lty  to the w orking- 
class.

I  appeal to a ll comrades who are 
interested in  fo rw a rd in g  the cause 
o f the working-class, to

pressure to obtain better conditions 
as the codes were being considered.

T h is  wave o f new strikes a t the 
tim e the codes were being consi­
dered threatened to upset the NRA, 
especially the Penna. mines strug­
gle. A  special emergency measure 
was adopted. The establishm ent of 
the NR A A djustm en t Board, an 
a rb itra t io n  board to consider a l l 
s trikes. The N R A  outlaw ed strikes 
a fte r  the  codes were adopted. The 
new measure outlawed s trikes when 
the codes were being considered.

T h is  means the workers face a 
new condition, a w a r measure con­
d itio n  in  the trade union field. 
T rade union struggles of yesterday 
are now en tire ly  changed— the new 
con trad ic tion  the cap ita lis ts  them ­
selves have created. Most o f the 
trade  un ion s trikes of the past were 
lis ted  as in d u s tr ia l and economic 
d rugg ies  and on ly  the outstanding 
s trikes took on a p o lit ic a l na ture 
o f h  h igh  degree. Under the NR A 
E V E R Y  S T R IK E  BECOMES A  
P O L IT IC A L  S T R IK E  A T  T H E  
V E R Y  START. A  stritae against 
the cap ita lis ts  is  a s trike  against 
the STATE.

T h is  brings to the surface as the 
most im portan t w ork ing  class ques­
tio n  and opposition to the NR A—  
the workers r ig h t to s trike , the 
r ig h t  to organize. The cap ita lis t 
in tend to smother them in  class col­
laboration, in  a rb itra tio n  and by 
ou tlaw ing  them. The class s trug ­
gle cannot be stopped th is  way 
I t  can on ly be warped, prov id ing  
the Communists are not equal to 
the task.

In  o ther words, the cen tra l po in t 
o f the workers struggle against the 
N R A  revolves around the Commun­
is t answer to the trade un ion ques­
tion . A ll strikes against the capi­
ta lis ts  now are p o lit ic a l strikes 
against the cap ita lis t state.

A round the figh t against the cap­
ita lis ts , the cap ita lis t government 
and the cap ita lis t labor agent’s 
NR A slave code, the workers figh t 
fo r  the r ig h t to organize, to s trike  
and to live, m ust be woven the 
struggle fo r  the other demands o f 
the class a t th is  stage. The stag­
ger p lan m ust be fough t by the 
strugg le fo r the s ix  hour day the 
five day week w ith  increase in  pay. 
The cap ita lis ts  re lie f substitutes 
must be fought by the struggle fo r  
unemployed and social insurance. 
The question o f long term  credits 
to the Soviet un ion and recognition 
o f the Soviet Union as against the 
cap ita lis t manenvers on th is  ques­
tion  m ust be brought to the fore. 
T)he s trugg le  o f the youth to obtain 
a social solution and recognition 
fo r  the youth denied a chance to 
make a liv in g  by the “ abo lition ”  
o f ch ild  labor.

the organization Is' to  ex is t and 
make progress. In  compliance w ith  
the demands o f the ‘Rotten L ib e r­
a lism ’ Act (expel im m edia te ly a ll 
who disagrees) the comrades were
expelled. i i ’o r I r

The Spartacus Youth Clubs Jiave, ’f  { £ t i t  is an
fo llow ed w ith  great in te rest th is ;*  * f  ..
and other movements along the j 0t. ,,,

economic system is declin ing  and 1 
needs few er such servants. T h is  
means th a t i t  is  no longer neces­
sary fo r the youth to receive th a t 
tra in in g  wh ich was needed t i l l  now. 
The big  in du s tria lis ts  and financiers 
do not th in k  th a t physical educa­
tion , ju n io r  h igh  schools, free ju n ­
io r colleges and colleges a re  neces­
sary or even desirable fo r  the c h il­
dren of workers and poor pe tty  
bourgeoisie. In  fa c t i t  is  danger­
ous to have an arm y o f unemployed 
youth who can th in k  fo r  themselves. 
They w i l l  be able to find no other 
ou tle t fo r  th e ir education than in  
rad ica l thought. In  the past, a 
l i t t le  education to spice the dish 
o f jingo ism  and chauvinism  d id  not 
have bad effects fo r the cap ita lis t 
class. Since education cannot be 
abolished altogether the cap ita lis t 
lackeys decided to strengthen the 
effects of legal narcotics in  educa­
tion  ; civic-s and U. S. H is to ry . Then 
they reduced the an tido tes : scienti­
fic method, mathematics, laboratory 
work, etc., to ineffectiveness.

Decline in  Education M arks 
C ap ita lis t Decay

B u t th is  b ill d id  not meet w ith  
the approval of the w orkers and 
the pe tty  bourgeoisie o f Chicago. 
They do not th in k  th a t th e ir  c h il­
dren are being over-educated. The 
“ l i t t le  red school house”  is an an­
achronism today and the workers 
are figh ting  against its  re-establish­
ment. B u t th e ir  protests have so 
fa r  been o f no ava il against the 
Board which ignores them.

A t the same tim e th a t th is  figh t 
against education is  conducted in  
Chicago, Chicago is also the scene 
of fes tiv ities  w h ich  laud ca p ita lis t 
c iv iliza tio n  and its  achievements to 
the skies— the Century of Progress. 
S trangely enough th is  action  o f the 
Chicago school au thorities  is as 
much a pa rt of the F a ir  as the 
machines which decorate its  in te r- 

Instead o f being a b lo t on a !
indispens-:

FROM THE MILITANTS

same line. These convulsions are 
ind ica tive  o f the fa c t th a t there 
are in  the Y. C. L., young comrades 
who are a le rt to the s itua tion  and 
who have the m ora l courage to 
present th e ir  view  in  face o f ex­
pulsion. One m ust not look a t th is  
group as an isolated one ; nor should 
the comrades consider tha t th e ir  
w o rk  is now completed. To those 
who could not be in tim ida ted  by 
threats of expulsion in  the face 
of such im portan t events as Ger­
many we say th a t your w o rk  has 
now on ly  begun. You have opened 
up stifled minds. You have begun 
to th in k  ob jectively, to view  th ings 
honestly. You m ust no t stop a t 
Germany. There is China and 
B r ita in , Russia and Am erica. S ta l­
in ism  has fa iled  m iserably. jWhy ? 
Begin im m ediate ly to study these 
questions. Read the lite ra tu re  of 
a ll groups. Do no t confine your­
self to one side. I f  you study ob­
je c tive ly  our position along w ith  
others, we nre certa in  th a t you w i l l  
he in  our ranks before long.

Study is not incom patible w ith  
pa rtic ipa tion  in  the class struggle. 
In  the revo lu tiona ry  movement they 
are inseparable. To those who 
shout th a t outside o f the Y. C. L. 
you cannot ca rry  fo r th  w ork  fo r 
your class, you m ust answer: no 
one has a monopoly on the class 
struggle. — T. F.

Education and the Cen­
tury of Progress

Chicago.— Last m onth the Chic­
ago oard o f Education struck the 
Chicago public school system a te r­
r if ic  blow w hich may maim i t  per­
m anently. A fte r  a secret meeting 
instigated by the secret C itizen ’s 
Committee they passed a b i l l  w h ich 
removes a ll the educational im ­
provements made in  the la s t fo r ty  
years. They took these steps to  
end the “ over-education”  o f the 
youth and to revive the school 
system from  the “ fads and f r i l l s ”  
which were supposed to be s tif lin g  
it .  In  one stroke they cu t off, or 
severely cu rta ile d  the parenta l 
schools, physica l education, ju n io r 
h igh  schools and a ju n io r college. 
These measures to revive the “ l i t -  

protest i tie  red school house”  are so dis- 
against th is  an ti-p ro le ta rian  act o f astrous th a t they deserve our imme-

Not only have the last hundred 
years witnessed the grow th  of the 
machine hu t also i t  has seen the 
rise and ea rly  stages of the rap id  
decline o f the c a p ita lis t’ system o f 
production. L it t le  over one hundred 
years ago the young and vigorous 
capita lism  in  the U n ited States be­
gan one o f the w ildest rides down 
the rocky road of h is to ry  th a t tim e 
has even witnessed. Today i t  is  a 
decrepid, to tte rin g  centenarian, ex­
hausted by its  ride  and ro tt in g  w ith  
many contradictions and diseases 
w h ich its  mount has helped to in ­
tensify.

The v is ito r  to the Chicago F a ir  
should note the showy tinse l of 
the F a ir  on the one hand and the 
measures fo r c u rta ilin g  and de­
grading public education on the 
other. They are both in te g ra lly  
connected. — D. S.

suspension.
For the Revolution,

FLO RENC E W Y LE .

Chi. V.C.L. Bureaucrats 
Expel 5 Militants

The bureaucrats o f the Chicago 
Y. C. L. have found i t  necessary 
once again, to stem the tide  of op­
position which has developed 
amongst its  members,— by expul­
sions. T h is  is the on ly answer 
which the statement endorsed by 
6 comrades o f the Y. C. L. so lic ited 
from  the bureaucrats. F ive E xpu l­
sions and Probations fo r one. The

. appearance of the statement which 
The trade union question o f the precipated the expulsions was 

w ork ing  class has now become the | provoked by the German catastro- 
cen tra l po in t o f the workers Strug- j  phe and by the tendency on the 
gle against the N R A  and the out- p a rt o f the C. P. to re tu rn  to its  
la w in g  o f strikes. V io la to fs  of the devastating policy o f the un ited 
codes can be fined and imprisoned, fro n t from  below w h ich  was respon- 
T h is  means s trikers. T h is  means sible fo r  the German disaster. The 
trade unionists. — H . 0 . statement concerned its e lf  w ith

these tw o essential points.
I f  the young bureaucrats expect­

ed th a t the German defeat and the 
expulsion of A lb e rt Goldman from  
the C. P., would be received w ith  
silence on the p a rt o f the Y. C. L. 
members, i t  is  on ly because they 
have isolated themselves so from  
the ran k  and file  th a t they can 
no more guage th e ir  sentiment.

The leadership was taken by 
surprise when i t  was in form ed o f 
the actions o f and in  v io la tion  o f 
the no fra te rn iza tio n  law , organ-

L IM IT E D  E D IT IO N  OF 
“ M Y  L IF E ”  ON SALE

Pioneer Publishers has recently 
obtained a lim ite d  number o f copies 
o f Leon T ro tsky ’s autobiography 
"M y  L ife ”  and is o ffe ring  them fo r 
srfle a t the special price o f $3.00 a 
copy. The P ub lisher’s price is 
$5.00. Make haste and take advan­
tage o f th is  offer. The book can be 
obtained from — Pioneer Publishers, 
84 East 10th Street, New Y ork  C ity.

d late a tten tion  because they a re , 
ominous signs o f the decline o f the 
public school system throughout 
the U n ited States.

This act was the solu tion of the 
Board o f Education, to a c r it ic a l 
finamcial s itua tion  in  whiteh (the 
pub lic  school system has been in  
entangled fo r  the last tw o  years 
due to a prem ature depletion o f the 
c ity  treasury. F o r the la s t two 
years the public (School employees 
have worked alm ost g ra tu itous ly  
and meekly lik e  “ tru e ”  pa trio ts .
The sporadic demonstrations they 
conducted plus a student’s s trike  
evoked noth ing bu t a few  spurious 
resolutions from  the Board o f E du­
cation.

B. o f E. Chooses G ra ft
The B. of E. had tw o courses to 

choose; e ither c u rta il ir re tr ie v a b ly  
the educational fa c ilit ie s  o f the 
Chicago schools and thus sa tis fy  the 
dsigruntled, childless taxpayer or 
fo llo w  the S trayer repo rt and e lim ­
inate the g ra ft w h ich  had eaten up 
the funds previously. In  m aking 
th e ir decision they fo llow ed the 
the representatives o f b ig  business 
dictates o f the citizens’ committee, 
in  Chicago. G ra ft was more fa v ­
orable to them  than an "educated 
citizen.”

T h is  fa c t is  no t as strange as i t  
seems. The system o f un iversal 
compulsory education extan t today 
was in s titu ted  when Am erican capi­
ta lism  was expanding. I t  neededmore 
tra ined  clerks, professionals, s k il l­
ed workers, etc., than ou r p riva te , 
schools could provide. Today ou r bodies.

Progressive T. U. 
Center Disrupted 

by Right W ing
Some months ago the workers o f 

the m idw est states organized a 
Progressive Trade Union Educa­
tion a l Committee w ith  headquart­
ers a t Gillespie, I llin o is . The pro­
gram and policy adopted was pre­
sented in  the M il ita n t  some months 
ago. The whole L e ft w ing  approved 
the program  and po licy w ith  the 
exception o f a sm all R igh t w ing  led 
by M acFarlane and W alker, secret­
a ry  and chairm an of the Committee.

We are now in form ed th a t a sec­
re t meeting was called by the 
R ig h t wing, over the heads of, and 
w ith o u t the knowledge o f the du ly 
elected Executive Committee. A t  
th is  secret m eeting the po licy was 
ignored and a new independent 
“ federation o f labor”  was estab­
lished. The new organization con­
sists of several independent cra fts  
Teamsters, M otion P ic tu re  Operat­
ors, Painters, etc., in  the sm all 
towns o f the coal fields, the logica l 
c a rry  and break, th a t fo llow s  the 
t r a i l  of the Progressive M iners 
Union break w ith  Lew is and Com­
pany.

T h is new c ra ft federation comes 
to “ life ”  a fte r  the NR A takes shape 
and the workers are flock ing  in to  
the A. F. of L . where they w i l l  be 
a t the mercy o f the bosses agents, 
the labor fakers, unless we bu ild  
a pow erfu l L e ft w ing.

The wholo a ffa ir  raises a few 
im portan t question. F irs t, w ha t 
is the position o f the R ig h t w ing 
leadership o f the PM A Percy and 
Keck, etc.? Now th a t a b ig  section 
of the R ig h t w ing  is ready to 
make amends w ith  Lew is and Com­
pany, and do no t w ant to be ham­
pered by the L e ft w ing  o r such a 
Progressive trade union committee, 
would i t  no t be a wise po licy  on 
th e ir  p a rt to w ipe out the L e ft  
w ing in  the P M A  as they are, and 
k i l l  the Progressive Trade Union 
move by M cFarlane and others k il ls  
the committee.

On the other hand— w n a t are the 
S ta lin is ts  doing. The S ta lin is ts  
have Ideological con tro l o f the E x­
ecutive Committee of the Progres­
sive T rade Union Educational Com­
m ittee. W hat are they go ing to  do 
about this? They d id  no t use the 
P.T.U.E.C. fo r  the Cleveland Con­
ference. W il l  the S ta lin is ts  a llow  
the Progressive T rade Union Edu­
cationa l Comjnltee to be k ille d  by 
the R ig h t w ing? They cannot pre­
vent the accomplished sp lit, bu t they 
can ca ll an executive com m ittee 
and u tilize  the PTUEC w ith  Its  
correct po licy as a sectional group­
in g  o f L e ft w ingers to be connectod 
na tion a lly  w ith  the other L e ft  w ing

Examples of N .R .A . at 
W o rk in St. Louis

St. Louis.— Comrade Oehler’s pre­
d ic tion  th a t the N R A  w ould not 
solve bu t in tens ify  the basic con­
trad ic tions  of cap ita lism  is  being 
borne ou t to the le tte r here in  St. 
Louis, w h ich may be taken as an 
example of a l l the large in d u s tr ia l 
cities. The basic con trad ic tion  o f 
cap ita lism  is the tremendously ac­
celerated g row th  of productive 
forces on the one hand, (w h ich  
throw s thousands of workers in to  
the ranks of the unemployed) and 
a steadily con tracting  m arke t on 
the other. I t  was in  a fu t i le  a t­
tem pt to solve th is  con trad ic tion  
th a t the Roosevelt adm in is tra tion  
came fo rw a rd  w ith  its  N. R. A. 
plan and its  demands fo r  a 40 hour 
week and a m in im um  wage scale.

Burden Loaded on Workers
A  s tr ik in g  example is the gar­

ment w orkers s tr ik e  reported in  
another column o f the M ilitant by 
comrade M urphy. The m anufactur­
ers signed a code agreeing to the 
40 hour week and a m in im um  wage 
scale of $12 a week. In  order to 
preserve th e ir  p ro fits  the eDtire 
burden of the code agreement had 
to be loaded on to  the shoulders 
o f the workers— m ostly  g ir ls  and 
women— who were already b ru ta lly  
explo ited. A  piece w o rk  scale was 
worked out by the. bosses and hand­
ed to the workers. Under th is  
scale many of the g ir ls  found i t  
impossible to make th e ir  m inim um .

N a tu ra lly  they were fired and 
more efficient w orkers h ired in  th e ir  
place. I t  was no t a case: o f “ new­
comers”  o r inexperienced g ir ls  th a t 
were weeded ou t by th is  process. 
On the con tra ry, many o f them 
were workers who have been em­
ployed in  the trade fro m  5 to  10 
years. In  the shop where our com­
rade Rose Casano was employed 
seven g ir ls  were thus dismissed 
but since comrade Casano enjoys a 
great deal o f respect among the 
g ir ls  in  her shop, they carried  on 
a m ilita n t f ig h t fo r  the seven g ir ls  
fired and they were reinstated.

The Same T r ic k
A nother concern w h ich  is p u ttin g  

across the same scheme is  the no­
to rious ly  low  wage concern, the 
A r t is t ic  F u rn itu re  Co. The “ de­
pression”  wages o f th is  o u tfit was 
$1.00 a day fo r  e igh t hours w ork. 
Now since the code has been sign­
ed many o f the "o ld ”  men (o ld  In 
years as w e ll as in  service) have 
ben dismissed because they can’t  
make th e ir m in im um . In  th e ir  
place are h ired young and husky 
men, many o f whom are  fa rm er 
boys d r if t in g  in to  the c ity , lu red  by 
the golden promises o f the N. R. A . 
A  “ good”  upholsterer can make 
from  $15 to $18 a week. We have 
no w o rth w h ile  contacts In th is  fac­
to ry  bu t are w o rk ing  in  th a t d irec­
tion . As is  to be expected the shop 
is b itte r ly  an ti-un ion and tw o  w o rk ­
ers have already been fired fo r  
ta lk in g  organization.

Last week 500 employees o f the 
W estern C a rtridge  Co. o f East 
A lton , 111., w alked out in  a body 
protesting against the code and de­
m anding a rad ica l revision o f i t .

The reactionary IL G W U  officials 
have already announced th a t a t th is  
tim e i t  is  no t a question o f wages 
(heaven fo rb id !)  bu t on ly the ques­
tion  o f union recognition. T ak ing  
advantage o f th is, the Am algamated 
which has some influence here, im ­
m ediate ly began to  ta lk  about 
wages and shop conditions and be­
cause of th is  has gained add itiona l 
prestige among the workers. I t  
has also the add itiona l advantage 
o f being backed up by the socia list 
party, p a rtic u la r ly  the Yipsels who 
have shown exceptional courage and 
m ilitancy  on the p icket line, no t 
only in  the garm ent w orkers s tr ike  
but also in  the m olders s tr ike  a t 
the Jackes-Evans Iro n  Co.

Interested Only in  Pie-Card
The officialdom of the ILG W U  is, 

of course, as in  a l l  other A. F. o f L. 
unions in terested on ly  in  one th in g  
— the dues and the salaries derived 
from  the dues. Hence its  b id  fo r  
the support of the bosses by lay ing  
low  on the question o f wages. B u t 
the workers whose exp lo ita tion  has 
been doubled and trebled under the 
N R A  *111 have something to  say 
about th is  m a tte r and the leader­
sh ip  w i l l  be pushed in  a “ le ftw a rd ”  
d irection w hether they lik e  i t  or 
not.

On one occasion du ring  the s tr ik e  
when our comrade Casano was to 
be refused a place on a committee 
because i t  is  known th a t she is a 
Communist, a g i r l  in  her shop who 
is hostile to  Communism, took the 
floor to protest sa y in g : “ Who knows 
bu t th a t we a ll m ay be Communists 
before th is  th in g  is  over.”  She 
was w a rm ly  applauded. The A. F. 
o f L . bureaucrats may find  i t  neces­
sary to revise th e ir  past policies— 
in  words a t least.

Just as the socia lis t p a rty  and 
the Musteites ac t as a brake on the 
le ftw a rd  sw ing o f the w ork ing 
masses towards Communism so i t  
is  th a t the Am algam ated acts as 
a brake in  the needle trades to  pre­
vent the workers, disgusted w ith  
A . F . o f L . tactics from  find ing  th e ir  
w ay to  the class struggle unions.

Stalinists W in w ith the Mayor
And i t  is  ju s t here where the 

rub comes in . The S ta lin is ts  have 
no unions w o rth y  o f the name. The 
N T W IU  is  on ly a shadow, and 
should comrade Casano step out, its  
already ins ign ifican t influence would 
m elt gw ay lik e  snow under a m id ­
summer sun. In  spite o f the noise

they are m aking about the n u t p ick­
ers and the rag pickers s trike , 
which they led, the results when 
summed up are p ra c tica lly  n il. The 
f irs t t il in g  they d id  in  the fo rm er 
s trike  was to propose a committee 
to see M ayor Diekm an, doubtless 
hoping to "expose”  h im  as an agent 
o f the bosses. B u t the prophet o f 
the New Deal was uo t to he found 
napping. L ike  some fab led hern of 
old he strides fo rw a rd  sword in  
hand to slay the dragon w h ich  was 
preying on “ h is”  people. He gali- 
vanted— lie swore— he declared th a t 
“ jus tice ”  should be done. He spoke 
to the s trike rs  a t the Labor Lyceum 
(no member of the L e ft Opposition 
lias yet been pe rm itted  to speak in  
th is  fo rtress  o f S ta lin ism  and 
received ten times as m ucli applause 
as tlie  Communist speakers. Many 
workers s t i l l  believe th a t the v ic ­
to ry  gained was the resu lt o f the 
jo in t e fforts of the Communist 
pa rty  and the Dem ocratic p a r ty !

In  the rag pickers where a l l  the 
employees are negroes on ly one 
w hite  man cooperated on the p icket 
line. Inso fa r as actua l p a rtic ip a ­
tion  in  the s tr ik e  was concerned the 
p a rty  p ra c tica lly  sabotaged i t  or 
a t least seriously neglected i t  
(w h ich  amounts to the same th in g ). 
The one w h ite  w orker re fe rred  to 
is F rank  B it tn e r  who a lthough 
voting fo r  my expulsion fro m  the 
I.  L . D. made haste to te ll me tha t 
he was forced to  do so o r be h im ­
self expelled from  the p a rty !

— G. RO BERTS.

Lessons o f the 

U n ited  Front

Davenport Stalinists Use 

Hooligans
Davenport, Iow a .— The f irs t  open 

a ir  m eeting o f the branch was held 
Saturday, August 5, 1933, a t the 
(Washington Squaire - 'where iabo iit 
f if ty  workers listened to comrade 
1’apeun exposing the NR A. The 
p a rty  as usual became fra n tic  due 
to the renewed a c tiv ity  o f the L e ft 
Opposition, and im m ediate ly m eth­
ods were devised to  d is ru p t the 
open a ir  meeting.

They got hold o f a degenerate, 
w ith  whom i t  is w e ll-know n there 
is something w rong in  his upper 
story, to get up and rave a t the 
speaker, th rea ten ing  arrests and 
how ling  a t the top o f his voice. 
B u t the m eeting was no t broken 
up in  spite o f th is  ro tten  method 
o f the p a rty  who have to resort to 
such means because they cannot 
answer the conclusive, arguments 
o f the L e ft Opposition. I t  is  well- 
known th a t the pa rty  member ca ll 
ed and hauled th is  depraved in d iv i­
dual by the name o f F ra n k  H o llida y  
to the place o f the meeting.

N ot satisfied w ith  the threats 
tha t were made a t the m eeting the 
pa rty  leaders m obilized fo r  the 
exte rm ina tion  o f the L e ft Opposi­
tion , by force, i f  necessary. So 
they  proceeded to get one o f th e ir  
e rs tw h ile  leaders, Ray Secoy, d runk  
and on Wednesday August 9 th  they 
w ayla id, w ith  another gangster 
name unknown, comrade Papcun 
who was on his w ay to his fish ing 
camp along a lone ly road and pro­
ceeded to a ttack  h im . The fig h t 
was on ly stopped by a s tranger 
and his w ife  fro m  a house nearby.

I t  would no t be amiss to describe 
th is  Ray Secoy who is asp iring  fo r  
leadership in  the  pa rty , bu t who 
was defeated, due to the ac tiv itie s  
o f the L e ft Opposition, fo r  the Sec­
tion  Executive Committee a t the 
las t election on which he had serv­
ed up u n t il th a t itm e. He is known 
loca lly  as a degenerate of the w orst 
type. H e is try in g  to u tiliz e  the 
same methods as he previously d id  
in  his h ijack ing  o f workers by ho ld­
ups fo r  w h ich  he has served tim e 
once in  a peniten ia ry and another 
tim e in  the local county ja i l .

These loca l leaders o f the p a rty  
are especially vicious due to the 
exposure by the L e ft Opposition o f 
th e ir  incorrect policies, by the fa c t 
th a t the d is tr ic t leadership of the 
party , in  D is tr ic t  8, has made them 
scapegoats fo r  the wrong policies 
o f the C entra l Committee and the 
D is tr ic t Committee.

I t  is evident by the above actions 
th a t the p a rty  leadership w i l l  stop 
a t no th ing to prevent the L e ft Op­
position from  being active and pre­
senting its  ideas to the workers of 
the tr i-c itie s .

The L e ft Opposition o f the t r i ­
c ities  appeals -to a l l w orkers to 
com bat such te rro r is tic  ac tiv ities  
as the p a rty  leadership is  a t th is  
tim e disp lay ing in  order to cover 
up th e ir m iserable fa ilu res  which 
are on ly a p a rt o f the na tiona l 
fa ilu re s  brought about by th e ir  in ­
correct tactics and policies.

— B E T T Y  R O W LAN D .

(Concluded in  th is  issue) 
P O L IT IC A L  BLOCS (E x tra - 
P arliam enta rian )

The un ited fro n t o f w ork ing class 
organizations and a p o lit ic a l bloc 
o f tw o  organizations against other 
organizations are two en tire ly  d i f ­
fe ren t things. The same elements 
enter in to  both bu t the re la tionship 
is en tire ly  d iffe rent. I t  is one 
t ilin g  to ca ll a un ited fro n t of a ll 
organizations and find one or more 
re fusing to  jo in . I t  is another 
th in g  to fo rm  a po litica l bloc be­
tween tw o organizations ns a u n i­
ted fron t.

The difference between a united 
fro n t and p o litica l blocs as 
FORMS of un ited action cannot be 
settled w ith in  the fram e w o rk  of 
the discussion on the question o f 
the un ited fro n t tactic. The d if fe r ­
ences between two form s can only 
be understood properly  when the 
theore tica l and po litica l questions 
underly ing  the question o f the u n i­
ted tro u t are considered. I t  is 
often possible fo r organizations of 
opposite theore tica l positions to 
m om entarily  pose ta c tica l questions 
in the same lig h t, as fa r  as surface 
indica tions reveal. Such "s im ila r­
i ty ”  is not suffic ient grounds fo r  a 
po litica l bloc. Such a “ un ited 
fro n t”  would on ly reBult in  blun­
dering and confusing the basic 
theoretica l and m ore fundam ental 
differences between these organiza­
tions, Such is the question and 
re la tion  o f the R ight, Centre and 
L e ft Opposition.

The question o f a revo lu tionary 
bloc, such as Communists and colo­
n ia l revo lu tion is ts  is a tw o fo ld  
question of program  and lim ita ­
tions, and the fram e w ork o f the 
un ited action.
T H E  M A R X IA N  CONCEPT OF 
T H E  U N IT E D  FRO NT

The purpose o f the un ited fro n t 
is, (1) to b ring  to bear the greatest 
amount of w o rk ing  class pressure 
possible aaginst the ca p ita lis t sys­
tem, and, (2 ) to gain our class 
objective and im m ediate class in ­
terest, (3 ) to tra in  and educate 
the masses and th e ir  organizations 
in  action, (4) to expose In  action 
a ll misleaders, agents o f the capi­
ta lis ts , and opportunists, and (5 ) 
to  w in  the rank and file  to  class 
struggle and revo lu tion under tho 
leadership o f the Communist P arty . 
T h is  leadership cannot be guaran­
teed in  advance, i t  m ust be won 
in  action. The un ited fro n t must 
a t no tim e resu lt in  a compromise 
on princip les.

The un ited fro n t is (1 ) a tem ­
porary agreement, (2 ) between 
w ork ing  class organizations, (3) on 
im m ediate demands, (4 ) in  action, 
(5 ) where each organ ization reta ins 
its  organ izationa l independence, 
(0 ) re fra ins from  slander and per­
sonal attacks, (7 ) bu t m ainta ins 
the r ig h t of m in o rity  expression 
and p o lit ic a l c ritic ism , (8 ) no ex­
clusion o f w o rk ing  class organiza­
tions, (9 ) and where continued e f­
fo r t  m ust be made to  b ring  in to  
the un ited fro n t those organizations 
th a t refuse to partic ipate.

The organ ization w ith  a M arx ian  
program  has no th ing  to lose and 
everyth ing to gain by un ited ac­
tion  o f the w ork ing  class. M a rx ­
ism w i l l  stand a ii tests in  theory 
and practice.

— HUGO O E H LE R .

St. Louis Dress Workers 

Strike For Recognition
St. Louis.— The IL G W U  o f St. 

Louis has declared a general w a lk ­
out fo r  the industry . To date 
about 90 percent o f the shops have 
jo ined the s tr ike . Some 2,500 w o rk­
ers ou t o f the 3,000 employed in  
the trade have walked ou t and 
more are leaving the shops every 
day. The largest and na tion a lly  
known shops are effected by the 
strike.

The reason fo r  the s tr ik e  is 
th a t the bosses have signed the 
NR A bu t refuse to  pay the m in ­
im um  wage. The grievance o f the 
piece workers is  th a t under the 
present rates they cannot make the 
m in im um  pay. To meet th is  condi­
t ion  the  bosses speed up the ma­
chines and i f  the workers cannot 
make the m in im um  they are fired.

Some o f the shops pay the code 
scale to some workers and not to 
others. Lay-offs are prevalent. 
About 20 pay cheeks were photo­
graphed which ranged from  $1.00 
fo r  three days and $8.50 fo r  fou r 
days.

The Yipsels have some influence 
among tho shops and have shown 
great m ilitancy  on the p icket line. 
Yesterday 18 pickets were arrested 
fo r p icketing the shops s t i l l  w o rk ­
ing. F o r s inging the In te rna tiona le  
and S o lid a rity  they were arrested 
on the charge of “ d is tu rb ing  tho 
peace” . Among the pickets a rres t­
ed was comrade Rose Casano of 
the L e ft Opposition.

The speeches by the workers are 
fa ir  bu t they lack leadership. About 
a ll the A. F. L. gives them is a 
few  rad ica l phrases and th e n : “ ,We 
m ust s tick  to our ( ! )  government 
and the N. R. A .”  Tho same reac­
tion a ry  s tu ff over and again.

But in  spite of the labor skates 
the workers are m ilita n t. The 
w a lls  o f the old ja i l  echoed w ith  
the stra ins o f the In te rna tiona le . 
The cops ju s t stood and gaped in  
astonishment.

Comrade Casano has been doing 
fine w o rk  and was one o f the firs t 
to get the workers in  her shop to 
down tools 100 percent. About 100 
workers were employed In her shop. 
The L . O. has offered speakers as 
w e ll as pickets to the s trikers. I t  
is doing a ll i t  can to help the s tr ik ­
ers and gain influence among them. 
The S ta lin is ts  are nowhere to be 
seen. — LLO Y D  M U R P H Y .

N. Y. FOOD W ORKERS M E E T  
FOR U N IT E D  A C T IO N

Last Tuesday, Aug. 22, in  re ­
sponse to a ca ll by the Am algam at­
ed Food W orkers Union fo r united 
action o f a ll food workers organ i­
zations, a mass meeting was held 
in  Palm  Gardens H a ll, N. Y. More 
than one thousand workers were 
present. The T U U L  was a t hand 
but the vague references made by 
its  speaker on the subject o f u n i­
ted action under a un ited organ i­
zation called fo r th  a very cool re­
ception from  the workers. G itlow , 
(representing the A. F. W .)  on the 
contrary, played up th is  very th ing  
th a t the p a rty  speaker om itted and 
fa ir ly  brought down the house.
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Impressions of Fascist Germany
When 1 a rrived  in  B e rlin  du rin g  

the m iddle o f M ay I  w ent d irec tly  
to  the home o f my good comrade S. 
On my previous v is it in  February 
lie had in v ited  me to  come next 
tim e to stay a t his house. Now I  
found a police seal on the door and 
somehow i t  helped me to make up 
my m ind very qu ick ly , to  get out 
o f the house and make no in ­
quiries. I  knew then th a t both 
comrade S. and his w ife  were in  
the clutches of the Fascists. The 
vision o f the savage beatings w ith  
steel rods always applied to Com­
m unist prisoners sent a cold sh iver 
down my spine.

Raids upon workers homes were 
s t i l l  going on ; now less d ram atic ­
a lly  bu t more “ ordnungsgemaess” . 
Form erly  the groans of the v ictim s 
could be heard on the outside. Now 
a ll sounds were m uffled. B u t the 
te rro r was s t i l l  used by the Nazis 
to show the possible doubters who 
was the master. I t  also provided 
an ou tle t fo r the acrimonious hatred 
de liberate ly fostered and tempered 
to a w h ite  heat in  every Storm 
Trooper. Swiftness and thorough­
ness had now been added to  im ­
prove the ea rlie r dram atic  staging. 
These had become specific features 
of the process o f German Fascism 
tak ing  over power and consolidat­
ing  its  gains.

W hat a difference in  the p ic tu re  
now presented from  th a t o f my 
firs t v is it in  F e b ru a ry ! Then there 
was an atmosphere as i f  before a 
b ig  ba ttle  in  w h ich the opposing 
forces had not yet come to  grips, 
had not yet rea lly  measured 
strength. A  d isqu ieting anxie ty 
prevailed, a p a in fu l uncerta in ty  as 
to w ha t the next step would be. 
I t  was in  the a ir, i t  was every­
where. Could i t  be possible? Were 
the Fascists rea lly  going to be v ic ­
torious? Apparently  there was yet 
tim e to stop the onrush ing horde. 
B u t tim e was precious. A nd then, 
in  May, i t  had been settled, v ir tu ­
a lly  w ith o u t a ba ttle . The im p o rt­
ant. features o f the “ T h ird  Reich”  
were v is ib le  and even the Nazis 
were surprised a t the ease o f th e ir  
v ic tory.

Most typ ica l o f the German scene 
now was the a r t if ic ia lly  drummed 
up enthusiasm flow ing over in to  
spectacularly staged demonstra­
tions. “ Celebrating the N a tiona l 
U pris ing”  became the general t it le  
covering them a ll, bu t almost any 
occasion could be used fo r  a de­
m onstra tion ; and, besides, they 
served adm irab ly  to feed illus ions 
to t lie  Nazi plebian fo llow ing . H o is t­
ing  the rehab ilita ted  im peria l 
colors w ith  the Swastika on pub lic  
bu ild ings meant the care fu l setting 
o f the stage fo r  a dem onstration. 
Sometimes, in  the rush, the Storm 
Troopers w ou ld  forget about the 
na tiona l colors and the Swastika 
would go up a lone ; bu t the “ en­
thus ias tic ”  demonstrators d id  not 
seem to notice the difference. When 
the new na tion a lis t reactionary 
s p ir it  demanded a change o f street 
names from  th e ir  form er obnoxi­
ous M arx ian, o r even mere repub­
lican coloration, as fo r  example 
changing R latz der R epublik  to 
Adolph H it le r  P la tz, or the rechris­
ten ing o f such streets as E rzberger 
Strasse, K a r l M a rx  Strasse, Bebel 
Strasse, Eberts A llee, etc. a demon­
s tra tion  w ith  the solem nity o f a 
re lig ious r itu a l would be staged. 
S im ila r ly  a t the enunciation o f a 
new program  of worth less promises 
o r t lie  in s ta lla tio n  of new officials 
under the “ G leichschaltung” . Even 
the burning o f M arx ian  books had 
to have its  fes tiva l se tting  in  w h ich  
would be sacrificed to the devour­
in g  flames the lite ra ry  treasures 
not on ly o f the German w o rk ing  
class movement bu t also th a t w h ich 
gave expression to the country ’s 
progress in  science and cu ltu re.

The greatest demonstrations, from  
the po in t o f view  o f numbers, were 
those on M ay Day w hich was con­
verted in to  a Nazi day o f labor. 
In  a certa in  sense these Nazi May 
Day demonstrations became a test 
of strength o f the regime. To the 
workers, w ith  socia list and trade 
union tra d itio n  o f long standing, i t  
meant adding in su lt to  in ju ry . S t ill 
they could not escape it .  F o r them 
attendance was made compulsory. 
B e rlin  on th a t day therefore found 
the bu lk  of its  p ro le ta ria t m arch ing 
dejectedly w ith  th e ir  footsteps 
heavy and th e ir heads bowed in  
agony. In  the R uhr te r r ito ry  on 
the other hand, I  was to ld , th a t in  
most cases they sent stories afloat 
along the m arch ing ranks w h ich in  
a jo cu la r fash ion to ld  about the 
size o f the potatoes th is  y e a r ; show­
ing  the clenched fis t to indicate 
size (the  “ Red F ro n t”  sa lu te ).

M ay 2 witnessed the fina l and 
complete tak in g  over o f the trade 
unions by the Nazis, in c lud ing  th e ir  
w e ll stocked treasuries, and the 
arrest of p ra c tica lly  every trade 
union official, from  the top down. 
O utstanding among them were Le i- 
pa rt and Grassmann. B oth had 
p a rtic u la r ly  d istinguished themsel­
ves by th e ir  ab ject se rv ility . Now 
the offic ia l report o f the arrests 
gave them special m ention saying 
la c o n ic a lly : “ transfe rred to  a hos-

A n  Eye-witness Account 'and the demand for the death i"®-
.  _ '  . i l l  /  a lty . T h e ir eyes met in  silence. I t

or Conditions in Hitler s 
Regime _____

p ita l” . O f course, th is  was a l l 
done in  typ ica l Nazi fash ion w ith  
appropria te  proclamations about 
“ the fu rth e rin g  o f the in terests of 
na tiona l e levation”  and the protec­
tion  o f the un ited  people against 
the “ M a rx is t Bonzen” . In  re a lity  
i t  was one fu r th e r  im portan t step 
in  the Fascist process o f “ G leich­
schaltung” . E v iden tly  they had 
reason to  consider the streng th  of 
th e ir regime as having fu lly  stood 
the te s t; th a t a t least was the 
verd ic t o f Goebbels a t a huge B er­
lin  meeting o f his p a rty  fu n c tio n ­
aries held a couple of weeks la te r. 
He presented w hat lie called the 
recent m a jo r p o lit ic a l achievements, 
enum erating fo r  special emphasis 
fou r d iffe rent events. F irs t  there 
were in  the fie ld o f fo re ign a ffa irs  
the demand a t Geneva fo r  German 
arms equa lity  and H it le r ’s speech 
on fore ign po licy. A t home there 
were t lie  M ay Day demonstrations 
and t lie  capture o f the trade unions. 
In c id en ta lly  th is  also gives a p ic­
tu re  of the N a tion a lis t Socialist 
pa rty  p o lit ic a l m ethods; the method 
of constantly keeping the fo llow ers  
in toxica ted w ith  the s p ir it  o f m arch­
ing fro m  v ic to ry  to v ic to ry . A ll 
tha t was lacking was some cere­
m onia l se lf-c ritic ism .B ut th a t is  not 
yet in  the facu lty  o f the Nazi.

“ I  mean th a t the N a tiona l Social­
is t movement is to  become the 
State” , Goebbels said a t th is  meet­
ing. “ In  th is  the old guard possess 
an unquestioned p riv ilege” , he add­
ed amid the thunderous applause 
of the horde. A  l i t t le  la te r the 
pa rty  decided th a t the o rig in a l 
hundred thousand members were 
to be provided w ith  jobs im m edi­
ate ly. Surely one could then bet­
te r understand the reasons fo r  the 
campaign to freeze out a l l so-called 
non-Aryans from  th e ir economic 
and professional positions. One of 
the very  a tten tive  observers o f pol­
it ic a l developments in  Germany a t 
tha t tim e said to  m e : “ On the day 
of the Jew ish boycott the Storm  
Troopers had been whipped up to  
such a frenzy  th a t a mere signal 
could have turned the whole a ffa ir  
in to  a l l the horrors o f a B artho lo­
mew’s N igh t.”  The anti-Jew ish 
campaign was gruesome in  a l l  its  
revo lting  details. B u t i t  was esen- 
t ia l ly  a by-product of the rea l aim, 
namely, to  cow the w o rk ing  class 
w ith  a reign of te rro r.

I t  was d ifficu lt to  im agine the  
German w ork ing  class cowed o r in  
ab ject submission. B u t a look a t 
the B e rlin  N o rth  d is tr ic t soon con­
vinced me th a t i t  was so. I  stopped 
one day to read one o f the U lls te in  
papers displayed fo r  passersby. Be­
side me were tw o women. T he ir 
poor but neat appearance to ld  they 
were from  the w ork ing  class quar­
ters. Both had th e ir  a tten tion  a t­
tracted to an a rtic le  dealing w ith  
the t r ia l  o f the A ltona Communists

was a m utua l d read fu lly  fr ig h te n ­
ed expression. A t  th a t moment tw o 
trucks loaded to the bumpers w ith  
Nazi Storm  Troopers approached. 
T h e ir “ h e ilru fe ”  s p iit the a ir. The 
women h u rried  away. T h a t exces­
s ive ly charged atmosphere made 
one feel uncom fortable. A  couple 
o f weeks la te r I  learned th a t the 
supreme penalty had been imposed 
upon fo u r of the A lton a  prisoners. 
When receiving the verd ic t, the 
leader o f the group, Luetker de> 
d a re d : “ The death penalty is the 
highest honor to a revo lu tion is t.”

In  February the Fascists were 
on ly  beginning th e ir  expansion, 
reaching out fo r  every position 
w ith in  the state apparatus, cu tting  
the ground from  underneath th e ir 
opponents wh ile , a t the same tim e, 
also m oving by way o f head-on-col- 
lison. B u t the advance was s t i l l  
qu ite  chaotic. The streets swarmed 
w ith  the N azi ruffians, m oving in  
detachments in  the process o f ta k ­
ing possession, bn t not yet en tire ly  
sure o f themselves. Members of 
the Steelhelmets would meet, c lick 
th e ir  heels and salute in  the stiflf- 
est Prussian m il ita ry  fashion, caus-

vanee? No, th a t w ould no t be the 
conclusion o f the a tten tive  observer. 
F o r th a t there were too many ex­
amples of actua l readiness. There 
were the instances o f general 
strikes in  the free c ity  o f Lubeck 
and in  the c ity  o f S tassfu rt p ro­
testing against the Nazi murders. 
In  both cases a ll wheels were 
brought to a s tands till. F o r an ti- 
Fascist dem onstrations w ou ld  tu rn  
out oftentim es hundreds o f thou­
sands eagerly aw a itin g  a decisive 
leadership. In  Ham burg, a t the 
tim e when Nazi Storm  Troopers 
began to  occupy trade un ion head­
quarters, thousands o f workers ga­
thered in  fro n t of th e ir  b u ild in g ; 
ready to defend it .  B u t the officials 
on the inside, who were more 
frightened a t th is  mass demonstra­
tion  and anyway suspected a Com­
m unist plot, beseeched and cajoled 
th e ir  members to stay a t home.

One incident of workers’ bravery 
I  observed personally, a lthough I  
a rrived  on ly as the smoke cleared 
awny. I t  was a t Neukoelln where 
I  came one evening when Storm 
Troopers had made a ra id  on a 
restaurant frequented by Commun­
ists. I  got near enough to see 
some brown sh irts  who lay  spraw l­
ed on the street being picked up by 
th e ir  brethen. The w orkers had 
given a good account of themselves. 
B u t th a t was on ly  one o f the iso-

. , . .. .. lated, desperate efforts to figh t off
ing  a jealous an im osity among the th  ’ . cent® lizedH o n . ,  „ „ , i  l I I U  m o r i a i  e n e m y .  a  c e n t r a l i z e dStorm Troopers. Here and there 
could s t i l l  be seen groups o f un i­
formed Reichsbannerm en; bu t they 
were much more uncerta in. The 
workers everywhere carried  the 
expressions o f bew ilderm ent and 
fea rfu l an tic ipations.

D id  the German workers fa l l  in  
the decisive hour because they were 
not ready to resist the Fascist ad-

d irection  to these efforts, a firm  
policy, o r a serious a ttem pt to 
un ite  the w o rk ing  class was not a t 
hand. The parties in  w h ich  the 
Germnn workers, th rough th e ir  
tra d itio n  o f organization discipline, 
had placed th e ir  confidence, fa iled . 
In  tha t lies the rea l explanation 
o f the ease o f the Fascist v ic to ry .

—  A R N E  SW ABECK

The O verflow  of the Cuban Revolt
The Cuban revo lt to  oust Ger­

ardo Machado, has been successful. 
So general was the opposition to  
the “ butcher”  th a t Ambassador 
Welles, who was attem pting  to e li­
m inate Machado peacefully, was 
not given tim e to  b ring  h is “ media­
tio n ”  to the hoped-for conclusion.

The disaffection o f the arm y was 
the las t s traw  necessary to  sw ing 
the scales against the d ic ta to r 
prov ing th a t the Cuban generals 
s t i l l  recognize the m aster’s voice. 
Am erican im peria lism , a fte r many 
months o f barga in ing w ith  an ti- 
M achadist elements, had a t last 
spoken c learly  and the arm y s h ift ­
ed its  allegiance.

There is every in d ica tion  th a t the 
rank and file  o f the a rm y would 
have m utin ied en-masse against 
th e ir  officers and supported the a l­
ready nation-w ide general s tirke  o f 
the workers and petty-bourgeoisle, 
i f  th e ir superiors had not come fo r ­
w ard  in  support of the revo lt a t 
the tim e they did.

A ll the decisive forces were 
against the perpetuation o f Mach­
ado’s I ’o rr is ta  regime. T h e  
workers and peasants together 
w ith  the urban m iddle classes were 
the firs t to  take up the strugg le  
openly, Am erican im peria lism  d u r­
ing the whole period since last Feb­
ru a ry  had given signs o f its  in ten­
tion  to peacefully replace Machado 
before a mass upris ing  th a t m ight 
'carry the change too fa r, could 
get under way. On J u ly  1st, the 
im p eria lis t representative, U. S. 
Ambassador Sumner Welles, com­
menced his negotiations fo r  th a t 
end, w ith  the fra n k  cooperation of 
almost a ll o f the bourgeois opposi­
tion  elements. The masses however,

Stalin Reassures H itle r  on Tro tsky’s ' Return'
Two or three weeks aflo, the of­

fic ia l Soviet news agency, TASS, 
denied the rum or th a t T ro tsky  i$ 
re tu rn in g  to the USSR. The sol­
emn and categorical tone o f th is  
denia l gave cause to  believe tha t 
the K re m lin  was pursuing some im ­
po rtan t p o lit ic a l aim. B u t not in  
the fie ld o f in te rn a l po litics , fo r  
ne ither the denia l no r the newspa­
per rum or against w h ich  i t  was 
directed, was published in  the U. 
S. S. R. The denia l was intended 
fu l ly  and exclusive ly fo r  fo re ign  
consumption.

The -sense o f th is  denial w i l l  be­
come suffic iently clear when i t  is 
recalled th a t about tw o years ago 
T ro tsky  w ro te  on the necessity of 
preparing the Red A rm y  fo r  a 
struggle against N a tiona l Socialism. 
T h is  a rtic le , not even mentioned in  
the U. S. S. R., found in  its  tim e 
a loud echo in  the National-Socia l­
is t press. f\Ve know w ith  w hat de­
m onstrative friendliness the S ta lin ­
is t bureaucracy received H it le r ’s 
coming to power. “ Izves tia ”  w ro te : 
“ The pub lic  opin ion o f the Soviet 
Union has never entertained any

plans, directed against the present 
cu rre n t in  Germany” . These words 
signified nothing short o f a demon­
s tra tive  disassociation from  T ro t­
sky. Can there be any doubt tha t 
the a rtic le  in  Izvestia  was w ritte n  
a fte r a corresponding d ip lom atic  
in q u iry  from  B e rlin  and th a t i t  
had as its  purpose to convince H i t ­
le r tha t Moscow holds unanswering- 
ly  to the doctrine o f socialism in  
one country?

A t the tim e TASS published 
abroad the categorical statement 
tha t T ro tsky  “ w i l l  no t re tu rn ”  to 
the U. S. S. R., the B e r lin  paper, 
Vossische Zeitung, directed an o f­
f ic ia l in q u iry  to T ro tsky  through 
its  Constantinople correspondent as 
to whether he is rea lly  re tu rn ing  
to Itus ia . The very fa c t of the in ­
q u iry  seems unexpected and a t the 
same tim e very s ignificant, especial­
ly  i f  the fac t is  taken in to  consi­
deration th a t the Vossische Zeitung 
is now completely in the hands o f 
the Nazis. H it le r  sim ply ordered 
the fo rm er libe ra l paper, through 
its  form er lib e ra l correspondent, to 
check up on the newspaper rum or 
of the coming re tu rn  o f T ro tsky  to 
Moscow and o f the corresponding

change in  the externa l po licy o f the 
Soviets.

Thus, we see th a t H it le r  and 
S ta lin  played a two handed game 
in th is  question. A t f irs t i t  m ight 
have been thought th a t the rum or 
o f T ro tsky ’s re tu rn  arose accident­
a lly , as happens w ith  many news­
paper, rumors. B u t lin k in g  together 
a ll the stages o f the question in  
retrospect, i t  is not d ifficu lt to as­
sume tha t the rum or its e lf was 
spread by the B e rlin  departm ent 
o f “ propaganda”  w ith  the aim  of 
fo rc in g  S ta lin  to a degrading denial 
and assurances. Th is aim, a t any 
rate, has been achieved.

L ’H um an ite  w h ich ’ lik e  the rest 
o f the S ta lin is t press in  the West, 
does not le t pass an opportunity, j been k illed  
to disgrace itse lf, has seized upon 
the denial o f TASS in  o rder to 
burst in to  a rude atack upon T ro t­
sky, b lam ing bim  fo r  having sperad 
tlie  rum or of h is re tu rn  to the U.
S. S. R. h im self— fo r w hat purpose?
Thus, these miserable bureaucratic 
b lind  men serve a t every step as 
tools o f fore ign aim s and under the 
pretence of serving the revo lution, 
compromise and weaken it .

—N. N.

Continued Strike*, Riots 
Burst Bounds Set by 
New Deal Diplomacy

understanding in  a confused and 
general way th a t some maneuver 
was afoot, took the offensive under 
the leadership of Communist and 
rad ica l petty-bourgeois elements. 
The general s tr ik e  procla im ed in  
the firs t days o f August, received 
the wholehearted support o f the 
Cuban w ork ing  class, and was also 
u tilized  by the bourgeois opposition­
ists inasmuch as i t  was directed 
against the Machado regime. W a ll 
S treet’s “ m edia tion”  move had 
fa iled , and now the on ly way to 
check the mass revo lt was to be 
found in  going along w ith  it .  The 
arm y caught between two tires both 
o f w h ich  were directed against the 
government, jo ined the movement 
a t the eleventh hour, and in  the 
in terests of W a ll Street thus assur­
ing the dow n fa ll of the d ic ta to r 
before the insurgent masses should 
get en tire ly  ou t o f con tro l. Mach­
ado gone, D r. Cespedes was h u r­
r ie d ly  sworn in  as prov is iona l jire- 
sident and has already a t th is  w r i t ­
ing commenced to bring  repressive 
measures to bear in  order to check 
the mass movement, w h ich barely 
comYiences to show the f irs t signs 
o f abatement.

Once unleashed, fo llow ing  the 
f irs t  reports o f the  "bu tche r’s”  
fligh t, the fu ry  o f the populace was 
uncontro llable. The N a tiona l Pal- 
uce was sacked as were also the 
priva te  homes o f many of Mach­
ado’s personal supporters and those 
o f a ll his cabinet m in isters. The 
offices o f “ E l Heraldo de Cuba” 
M achadist da ily  were wrecked and 
the presses demolished. Many 
workers and soldiers under the 
leadership of members o f the “ A  
BO” , system atica lly hunted down 
and slew those who had m ost dis­
tinguished themselves as m urder­
ers and to rtu re rs  o f enemies of 
the old regime. The police were 
e ither neutra lized or powerless to 
in te rfe re. Colonel Anton io Jimenez, 
chief of the “ po rra ” , Machado’s 
extra-lega l strong arm  force, in ­
famous fo r its  prosecution o f rev­
o lu tionary  workers and students, 
was among the f irs t  to encounter 
the w ra th  o f the enraged populace. 
Jose M agrina t, who was sent to 
Mexico by Machado in  January 
1920 to assassinute comrade Ju lio  
A ntonio M ella, d id  not even have 
tim e to Scurry fo r  his hole like  the 
pi’overbia l ra t. In  a ll, a score o r 
more o f Machado’s “ finest”  have 

I f  the “ bu tcher”  h im ­
self escaped i t  was on ly due to his 
superior a la c r ity  and better pro­
tection.

The deposed ty ra n t, now in  re­
fuge a t Nassau in  the Bahama Is ­
lands, may ye t meet the fa te  of 
his cohorts.M eanwhile, lie does not 
in tend to  suffer any unnecessary 
personal inconvenience, as is evid­
enced by the la rge sums of money 
m ounting in to  m illio ns  of dollars, 
tha t have in  recent years been de-
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W ily  Fascism in  Germany is ca ll­
ed upon, to p lay a ro le  en tire ly  op­
posite to th a t w h ich i t  played in  
Ita ly , remains incomprehensible. 
Because “ Germany is not I ta ly ” ? 
V ictorious Fascism is in  re a lity  not 
a locomotive o f h is to ry  bu t its  gig­
an tic  brake. Just as the po licy of 
the social democracy prepared the 
tr ium p h  o f H itle r , so the regime of 
N a tiona l Socialism  in ev ita b ly  leads 
to the warm ing-up o f democratic 
illusions.

3. Can the Social-Democracy 
Regenerate Itse lf?

German comrades te s tify  th a t 
the social democratic workers and 
even many of the social democratic 
bureaucrats are “ d is illus ioned”  w ith  
democracy. We m ust ex trac t a l l 
we can out o f the c r it ic a l moods 
o f the re fo rm is t workers, in  the 
in terests o f th e ir  revo lu tiona ry  
education. B u t a t the same tim e 
the extent of the re form ists ’ “ d is ­
illus ionm ent”  m ust be c learly  un­
derstood. The social democratic 
h igh priests scold democracy so as 
to  ju s t ify  themselves. U n w illin g  
to adm it th a t they showed them ­
selves as contemptible cowards, in ­
capable o f fig h tin g  fo r  the dem­
ocracy w h ich  they created and fo r  
th e ir  soft berths in  it ,  these gen- 
tlem ent s h ift  the blame from  them ­
selves to  the in tang ib le  democracy, 
As we see, th is  rad ica lism  is not 
on ly cheap bu t also spurious 
through and th ro u g h ! L e t the 
bourgeoisie only beckon these "d is ­
illus ioned”  ones w ith  its  l i t t le  finger 
and they w i l l  run  on a ll fou rs to 
a new coa lition  w ith  it .  I t  is  true, 
in  the mass of soaial-democratiiq 
workers a rea l disgust w ith  the 
betrayals and mirages o f democracy 
is being born. B u t to w hat extent? 
The greater h a lf o f the  seven to  
e igh t m illio n  social dem ocratic 
voters is in  a state o f the greatest 
confusion, g lum  passiv ity, and cap­
itu la t io n  to the v ictors. A t  the 
same tim e, a new generation w i l l  
be fo rm ing  under the heel o f Fasc­
ism, a generation to w h ich  the 
W eim ar constitu tion w i l l  be an h is­
to r ic  legend. W h a t line  then w i l l  
the p o lit ic a l c rys ta lliza tio n  w ith in  
the w o rk in g  class fo llow ?  T h is  de­
pends upon many conditions, among 
them, o f course, also upon our pol 
icy.

H is to r ic a lly  the d irect replace­
ment o f the Fascist regime by a 
workers’ state is no t excluded. B u t 
fo r  the  rea liza tion  o f th is  possibi­

l i t y  i t  is  necessary th a t a powerfu l, 
ille g a l Communist pa rty  fo rm  its e lf 
in  the process o f struggle against 
Fascism, under the leadership o f 
w h ic li the p ro le ta r ia t could seize 
power. However, i t  m ust be said 
th a t a creation o f a revo lu tionary 
pa rty  o f th is  so rt in  ille g a lity , is 
not very probable, a t any ra te  i t  is  
not assured by anyth ing  in  ad­
vance. The discontentm ent in d ig ­
nation, ferm entation o f the masses 
w ill,  from  a certa in  moment on­
ward, grow much fas te r than the 
ille g a l fo rm a tion  o f the p a rty  van­
guard. And every lack  o f c la r ity  
in  the consciousness o f the masses 
w il l  in ev ita b ly  help democracy.

This does not a t a l l mean, th a t 
a fte r  the fa l l  o f Fascism, Germany 
w il l  again have to go th rough a 
long school o f parliam entarism . 
Fascism w i l l  not eradicate the past 
p o litica l experience, i t  is  even less 
capable of changing the social 
s truc tu re  o f the nation. I t  would 
be the greatest m istake to expect 
a new leng thy dem ocratic epoch 
in  the development o f Germany. 
B u t in  the revo lu tiona ry  awaken­
ing  o f the masses, democratic slo­
gans w i l l  inev itab ly  constitu te  the 
firs t chapter. Even i f  the fu r th e r 
progress o f the struggle should in  
general not perm it, even fo r one 
day, the regeneration o f a democra­
tic  state—-and th is  is ve ry  possible 
—the strugg le its e lf cannot develop 
by the circum vention o f democratic 
slogans! A  revo lu tiona ry  pa rty  
th a t would a ttem pt to jum p  over 
th is  stage, w ould break its  neck.

The question o f the social-dem­
ocracy is closely connected w ith  
th is  general perspective. W il l  i t  
re-appear on the  stage? The old 
organ ization is irrevocab ly lost. 
B u t th is  does no t a t a l l mean th a t 
social democracy cannot be regen­
erated under a new h is to ric  mask. 
O pportun ist parties w h ich  f a l l  and 
decompose so easily under the blows 
o f reaction, come back to  li fe  as 
easily a t the f irs t p o lit ic a l rev iva l. 
We observed th is  in  Russia in  the 
example oti the Mensheviks and 
the S. R .’s. German social dem­
ocracy can n o t on ly regenerate i t ­
self, bu t even acquire great in flu ­
ence, i f  the revo lu tiona ry  pro le ta r­
ian  p a rty  should set up a do c trin ­
a ire  “ negation”  o f the slogan o f 
democracy against a d ia lectic  a t t i ­
tude towards them. The Praesi- 
dium  o f the Com intern in  th is  field, 
as in  so many others, remains a 
g ra tu itous assistant o f reform ism .

4. The rand lerites Im prove On 
S ta lin is ts .

The confusion in  the question o f 
dem ocratic slogans, has revealed i t ­
self most pro found ly in  the p ro­
gram m atic theses of the opportun­
is t group o f B randler-Thalhe im er 
on the question of the struggle 
against Fascism. The Communist 
party , the theses read, “ should un­
ite  the m anifestations of discontent­
ment o f a l l ( ! )  classes against the 
Fascist d ic ta to rsh ip ” . (Gegen den 
Strom, page 7, the word “ a l l”  is  
underlined in  the o r ig in a l) .  A t  the 
same tim e, the theses ins is ten tly  
w a rn ; “ The p a rtia l slogan can not 
be of a bourgeois-democratic na­
ture .”  Between these tw o  state­
ments, each o f w h ich  is erroneous, 
there is an irreconcilab le  con tra ­
diction. In  the f irs t place, the fo r ­
mula o f the un ifica tion o f the d is­
contentment o f “ a l l classes”  sounds 
absolutely incred ible. The Russian 
M arx is ts  d id  a t one tim e abuse 
such a fo rm u la tio n  in  the strugg le 
against czarism. Out o f th is  abuse 
grew out the Menshevik conception 
o f the revo lu tion , la te r on adopted 
by S ta lin  fo r  China. B u t in  Russia, 
a t least, i t  was a question o f the 
co llis ion  o f the bourgeois na tion 
w ith  the priv ileged monarchy. In  
w hat sense can one speak, in  a 
bourgeois nation, o f the strugg le of 
“ a ll classes”  against Fascism, w h ich 
is the too l o f the big bourgeoisie 
against the pro le ta ria t?  I t  would 
be in s tru c tive  to see how Thalhe i- 
mer, the m anufacture r o f theoretic 
vu lgarities, would un ite  the dis­
contentment o f Hugenberg,— and 
he is also discontented,— w ith  the 
discontentment o f an unemployed 
w orker. How  else can one un ite  a 
movement o f “ a ll classes”  i f  not 
by pu ttin g  oneself on the basis of 
bourgeois democracy? V e rily , a 
classic com bination o f opportunism 
w ith  an u ltra -rad ica lism  in  w ords!

The movement of the p ro le ta ria t 
against the Fascist regim e w i l l  ac­
qu ire an ever greater mass charac­
te r to the extent th a t the pe tty  
bourgeoisie becomes disappointed 
w ith  Fascism, iso la ting  the possess 
ing  sum m its and the  government 
apparatus. The task o f a pro le­
ta ria n  p a rty  would consist in  u t i l iz ­
ing  the weakening o f the yoke on 
the p a rt o f the pe tty  bourgeois 
reaction fo r  the purpose o f arous­
ing  the a c t iv ity  o f the p ro le ta ria t 
on to the road o f the conquest o f 
the low er s tra ta  o f the pe tty  bour­
geoisie.

I t  is  true , the g row th  o f the

discontentm ent o f the in te rm ed iary 
s tra ta  and the g row th  o f the re­
sistance o f the workers w i l l  create 
a crack in  the bloc o f the possess­
ing classes and w i l l  spur th e ir  
“ L e ft flank”  to seek contact w ith  
the petty bourgeoisie. The task o f 
the pro le ta rian  p a rty  w ith  re la tion  
to the “ lib e ra l”  flank o f the pos­
sessors w i l l  consist, however, not 
in  inc lud ing  them both in  a bloc of 
“ a l l classes”  against Fascism, bu t 
on the con tra ry  in  im m edia te ly de­
c la rin g  a decisive strugg le against 
i t  fo r influence on the low er s tra ta  
of the pe tty  bourgeoisie.

Under w hat p o lit ic a l slogans w il l  
th is  struggle take place? The d ic­
ta to rsh ip  of H it le r  grew d irec tly  
out of the W eim ar constitu tion . The 
representatives of the pe tty  bourge­
oisie have, w ith  th e ir  own hands 
presented H it le r  w ith  the mandate 
fo r a d ic ta torsh ip . I f  we should 
assume a very favo rab le  and quick 
development o f the Fascist crisis, 
then the demand fo r  the convoca­
tion  o f the Reichstag w ith  the in ­
clusion o f a ll the banished deputies, 
may, a t a ce rta in  moment, un ite  
the workers w ith  the w idest s tra ta  
o f the pe tty  bourgeoisie. I f  the 
cris is  should break out la te r and 
the memory o f the Reichstag should 
have had tim e to ob lite ra te  itse lf, 
the slogan of new elections may ac­
qu ire  great popu la rity . I t  is  suffi­
c ient th a t such a road is possible. 
To tie  one’s hands w ith  re la tion  to 
tem porary democratic slogans w hich 
may be forced upon us by our 
pe tty  bourgeois a llies and by the 
backward s tra ta  o f the p ro le ta ria t 
its e lf, w ould be fa ta l doctrinarism .

Brandler-Thaelm ann believe, how­
ever, th a t we should on ly advocate 
"dem ocratic r ig h ts  fo r  the laboring  
masses: the r ig h t o f assembly, 
trade unions, freedom o f press, o r­
ganization and s trikes” . In  order 
to emphasize th e ir  rad ica lism  more, 
they a d d : “ these demands should 
be s tr ic t ly  ( !) d istinguished from  
bourgeois dem ocratic demnnds of 
un iversa l democratic r ig h ts ” . There 
is no person more wretched than 
the opportun is t who takes the k n ife  
o f u lta -rad ica lism  between his 
te e th !

Freedom o f assembly and the 
press on ly  fo r the labo ring  masses 
is conceivable solely under the dic­
ta to rsh ip  o f the p ro le ta ria t, th a t is, 
under the na tiona liza tion  o f b u ild ­
ings, p r in tin g  establishments, etc. 
I t  is  possible th a t the d ic ta torsh ip  
o f the p ro le ta r ia t in  Germany w il l ,

p o s i t e d  b y  h i m  i n  f o r e i g n  b a n k s ,  
d o u b t l e s s  i n  a n t i c i p a t i o n  o f  s u c h  a  
c o n t i n g e n c y .

A m e r i c a n  i m p e r i a l i s m  w i l l  n o w  
b e  a b l e  t o  c o n s o l i d a t e  i t s  f o r c e s  
i n  C u l m .  A  “ n e w  d e a l ”  f o r  C u b a  
i s  a l r e a d y  b e i n g  s p o k e n  o f  q u i t e  
o p e n l y  a n d  t h e  s c a l d i n g  o f  f o u r  
A m e r i c a n  w a r s h i p s  t o  H a v a n a  i s  
n o t  s o  m u c h  a n  e p i s o d e  o f  i t  i s  s y m ­
p t o m a t i c  o f  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  t h i s  “ N e w  
D e a l ” .  A t t e m p t s  w i l l  b e  m a d e  t o  

s m o o t h  o v e r  t h e  . d i f f e r e n c e s  a n d  
c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  o f  i m p e r i a l i s m  a n d  
n a t i v e  c a p i t a l i s m  a t  t h e  e x i i e n s c  o f  
t h e  w o r k e r s .  T h i s  n e w  s i t u a t i o n  
w i l l  o p g n  b r o a d  p e r s p e c t i v e s  o f  
s t r u g g l e  t o r  t h e  C u b a n  w o r k e r s ,  a s  
n o  p o s s i b l e  a r r a n g e m e n t  u n d e r  c a p ­
i t a l i s m  c a n  s o l v e  t h e  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  
o f  C u b a ' s  e c o n o m y  e x c e p t  a t  t h e  
e x p e n s e  o f  t h e  w o r k e r s .

T h e  n e w  s i t u a t i o n  i s  p r e g n a n t  
w i t h  g r e a t  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  t h o  
C o m m u n i s t  p a r t y  a n d  t h e  p r o l e t a r ­
i a t .  B u t  i n  o r d e r  t o  f u l f i l l  i t s  r o l e ,  
o u r  p a r t y  m u s t  a n a l y z e  r e a l i s t i c a l ­
l y  a l l  t h e  f a c t o r s  i n  t h o  s i t u a t i o n .  
T h e  p r e s e n t  m a s s  m o v e m e n t  r a i s e d  
b y  I h e  g e n e r a l  s t r i k e ,  m u s t  b e  u t i l ­
i z e d  t o  t h e  l i m i t  i n  o r d e r  t o  b e t t e r  
e n t r e n c h  o u r  p a r t y  a m o n g  t h e  

m a s s e s ,  d e m o c r a t i c  d e m a n d s  m u s t  
b e  r a i s e d  a n d  c o n s i s t e n t l y  f o u g h t  
f o r  i n  o r d e r  t o  g a i n  e v e r y  p o s s i b l e  

a d v a n t a g e  f r o m  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  c o n ­
f u s i o n  t h a t  i s  b o u n d  t o  e n s u e ,  a n d  
w h i c h  t h e  “ c o n c e n t r a t i o n ”  g o v e r n ­

m e n t  o f  d e  C e s p e d e s ,  e v e n  w i t h  
W a l l  . S t r e e t ’ s  d i r e c t  a n d  c o m p l e t e  
s u p p o r t ,  c a n n o t  e n t i r e l y  e l i m i n a t e .

H u n d r e d s  o f  e x i l e s  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  
p r i s o n e r s  a r e  r e t u r n i n g  t o  C u b a  
f r o m  t h e i r  p l a c e s  o f  e x i l e  a b r o a d ,  
a n d  f r o m  t h e  d e t e n t i o n  c o l o n y  o n  
I s l a  d e  l ’ i n o s .  A m o n g  t h e s e  i n  

a d d i t i o n  t o  C o m m u n i s t s  a r e  a l s o  
m a n y  p e t t y  b o u r g e o i s  a s p i r a n t s  f o r  
p o l i t i c a l  j o b s .  A m o n g  t h e s e  l a t ­

t e r ,  a  j o c k e y i n g  f o r  p o w e r ,  h a r d l y  
i n t e n d e d  t o  c a l m  m a t t e r s ,  i s  b o u n d  

t o  t a k e  p l a c e .  A l l  i n d i c a t i o n s  p o i n t  
t o  a  j i e r i o d  o f  i n t e r n a l  s t r u g g l e s  
a m o n g -  t h e  d i v e r s e  s e c t o r s  o f  t h e  

b o u r g e o i s  a n d  i m p e r i a l i s t  c a m p s .  
I f  a n  a t t e m p t  a t  a  d e m o c r a t i c  r e ­

g i m e  i s  m a d e ,  i t  c a n  o n l y  b e  t e m ­
p o r a r y  a s  t h e  c o n t i n u e d  c r i s i s  i s  
n o t  s u c h  a s  t o  p e r m i t  o f  d e m o c r a t i c  
f o r m s .  S o m e  f o r m  o f  b o u r g e o i s  d i c ­
t a t o r s h i p  u n d e r  i m p e r i a l i s t  t u t e l a g e  
i s  i n e v i t a b l e .  T h e  o n l y  r o a d  o u t  
o f  C u b a ’ s  p e r m a n e n t  e c o n o m i c  
c r i s i s  i s  t h a t  o f  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a n  r e v ­
o l u t i o n .  B u t  i f  t h i s  i s  t o  b e  s e r i ­
o u s l y  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  C u b a n  C o m ­

m u n i s t s  m u s t  l a y  a s i d e  t h e i r  o p -  
[ m r t u n i s t  s l o g a n  o f  a n  “ a n t i - i m p e r ­
i a l i s t  a n d  a g r a r i a n  r e v o l u t i o n ? .  

T h i s  s l o g a n  c a n  o n l y  l e a d  t h e  p r o -  
l e l a r i a n  v a n g u a r d  d e e p e r  i n t o  t h e  
s l o u g h  o f  n a t i o n a l i s m .  — R .  N .

also have to employ exceptional 
laws against e xp lo ite rs : th a t de­
pends upon the h is to ric  moment, 
upon in te rna tiona l conditions, upon 
the re la tion  o f in te rn a l forces. B u t 
i t  is  not a t a ll excluded tha t, hav­
ing  conquered power, t lie  workers 
of Germany w i l l  find themselves 
suffic iently pow erfu l to a llow  free­
dom of assembly and the press also 
to the exp lo iters o f yesterday, of 
course, in  accordance w ith  th e ir 
actua l p o lit ic a l influence, and not 
w ith  the extent of th e ir  tre a s u ry ; 
t lie  treasury w i l l  have been ex­
propria ted. Thus, even fo r  t lie  per­
iod of the d ic ta to rsh ip  there is in  
princ ip le  no basis fo r  lim it in g  be­
forehand the freedom o f assembly 
and the press on ly  to t lie  laboring 
masses. The p ro le ta ria t may be 
forced to such a lim ita t io n ; but 
th is  is not a question o f princip le . 
I t  is  doubly absurd to advocate 
such a demand under the condi­
tions of present day Germany, when 
freedom o f the press and assembly 
exists fo r  a ll bu t the pro le ta ria t. 
The arousing of the pro le ta rian  
struggle against the Fascist in ferno 
w i l l  take place, a t least in  the firs t 
stages, under the slogans: give also 
to us, workers, the r ig h t o f assem­
b ly  and the press. The Commun­
ists, o f course, w i l l  a t th is  stage 
also ca rry  on a propaganda in  favo r 
o f the Soviet regime bu t they w ill 
a t the Same tim e  support every 
real mass movement under dem­
ocra tic  slogans, and wherever pos­
sib le  w i l l  take the in it ia t iv e  in  
such a movement.

Between the regime o f bourgeois 
democracy and the regime of pro­
le ta rian  democracy there is no th ird  
regime, “ the democracy o f the la ­
boring masses” . True, the Spanish 
repub lic  calls its e lf  “ the republic 
o f the labo ring”  even in  the tex t 
of its  constitu tion . B u t th is  is a 
fo rm u la  o f po litica l charlatanism . 
The B rand lerian  fo rm ula  o f dem­
ocracy “ on ly fo r  the laboring” , par 
t ic u la r ly  in  com bination w ith  tlie  
“ u n ity  o f a l l classes” , seems to be 
especially designed to confuse and 
m islead the revo lu tiona ry  vanguard 
in  the most im portan t question : 
“ When and to w hat extent to adapt 
ourselves to  the movement o f the 
pe tty  bourgeoisie and the backward 
s tra ta  o f the w o rk ing  masses, w hat 
concessions to make to them in  the 
question o f the tempo o f the move 
ment and the slogans on the order 
o f the day, so as more successfully 
to  ra l ly  the p ro le ta ria t under the 
banner o f its  own revo lu tioanry 
d ic ta torsh ip?”

S T A L IN IS T S  REFUSE L . O.
R E P R E S E N T A T IV E  R IG H T  

TO SPEAK

Youngstown, Ohio—About three 
hundred workers attended tlie  A ug­
ust F irs t A n ti-W ar demonstration 
o f the Communist pa rty  here. Re­
presentatives from  the Unemployed 
Councils, Steel and M etal W orkers 
In d u s tr ia l Union, tlie  In te rn a tion a l 
Labor Defense, and John M arshall, 
Communist candidate fo r  governor, 
spoke. B u t a representative o f the 
local Unemployed Federation was 
not given the p la tfo rm  in  spite o f 
the fac t th a t i t  had endorsed the 
dem onstration and had a request o f 
the C. I*, through I I .  Mack several 
days ago tha t one of its  Executive 
members be perm itted to  speak 
specifically on the local Federation, 
Perhaps the fac t th a t the speaker 
i t  had proposed was I I .  Newby of 
the L e ft Opposition had something 
to do w ith  the S ta lin is ts ’ “ in a b il­
i t y ”  to spare five m inutes o f its  
program fo r other than offic ia l 
C. P. speakers. — N.

A t  t h e  7 t l i  c o n g r e s s  o f  t h e  R u s ­
s i a n  C o m m u n i s t  P a r t y ,  i n  M a r c h  
1 9 1 8 ,  d u r i n g  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  
p a r t y  p r o g r a m ,  L e n i n  c a r r i e d  o n  
a  d e c i s i v e  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  B u c h a r -  
i n ,  w h o  c o n s i d e r e d  t h a t  p a r l i a m o n t -  

i r i s m  i s  d o n e  f o r ,  o n c e  a n d  f o r  a l l ,  
t h a t  i t  i s  h i s t o r i c a l l y  “ e x h a u s t e d ” .  

‘ W e  m u s t . .  . .  ”  L e n i n  r e t o r t e d ,  
“ w r i t e  a  n e w  p r o g r a m  o f  t h e  S o v i e t  
p o w e r ,  w i t h o u t  r e n o u n c i n g  t h e  u s e  
o f  b o u r g e o i s  p a r l i a m e n t a r i s m .  T o  
b e l i e v e  t h a t  w e  w i l l  n o t  b e  t h r o w n  
b a c k ,  i s  U t o p i a . . .  . a f t e r  e v e r y  s e t ­
b a c k ,  i f  c l a s s  f o r c e s  i n i m i c a l  t o  u s  
s h o u l d  p u s h  u s  t o  t h i s  o l d  p o s i t i o n ,  
w e  s h a l l  p r o c e e d  t o  w h a t  h a s  b e e n  
c o n q u e r e d  b y  e x p e r i e n c e — t o  t h e  
S o v i e t  p o w e r . . . . ”

L e n i n  o b j e c t e d  t o  a  d o c t r i n a i r e  
a n t i - p a r l i a m e n t a r i s m  w T i t h  r e g a r d  
t o  a  c o u n t r y  w h i c h  h a d  a l r e a d y  
g a i n e d  t h e  S o v i e t  r e g i m e :  W e  m u s t  
n o t  t i e  o u r  h a n d s  b e f o r e h a n d ,  h e  
t a u g h t  B u c h a r i n ,  f o r  w e  m a y  b e  
p u s h e d  b a c k  t o  t h e  o n c e  a b a n d o n e d  
p o s i t i o n s .  I n  G e r m a n y  t h e r e  h a s  
n o t  b e e n  a n d  t h e r e  i s  n o  p r o l e t a r i a n  
d i c t a t o r s h i p ,  b u t  t h e r e  i s  a  d i c t a t ­
o r s h i p  o f  F a s c i s m ;  G e r m a n y  h a s  
b e e n  t h r o w n  b a c k  e v e n  f r o m  b o u r ­
g e o i s  d e m o c r a c y .  U n d e r  t h e s e  c o n ­
d i t i o n s ,  t o  r e n o u n c e  b e f o r e h a n d  t h e  
u s e  o f  d e m o c r a t i c  s l o g a n s  a n d  o f  
b o u r g e o i s  p a r l i a m e n t a r i s m  m e a n s  
t o  c l e a r  t h e  f i e l d  f o r  a  s o c i a l  d e m ­
o c r a c y  o f  a  n e w  f o r m a t i o n .  
P r i n k i p o ,  J u l y  1 4 , .  1 9 3 3 .

—L. TROTSKY.
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Discussion on the German Defeat
Tlys a rtic le  lieluvv represents 

t lie  iirst. insta llm ent in  a discus­
sion on the problems of the Ger­
man s itua tion  a fte r the v ic to ry  of 
Fascism. Comrades are inv ited 
t# state th e ir  views which w i l l  be 
prin ted as discussion artic les.— 
Ed.)
By the course of events in  Ger­

many, when culm inated in  the com­
plete v ic to ry  or Fascism, the in te r­
na tiona l p ro le ta rian  movement liuds 
itse lf face to lace w ith  an en tire ly  
new s itua tion . In  its  objective es­
sence i t  means a new h is to rica l 
s tage ; the inaugura tion  of a new 
reactionary perio d  w ith  its  serious 
im plica tions not only fo r Germany 
but fo r  the w o rld  as a whole. T ha t 
i t  w i l l  be fra u g h t w ith  new a t­
tacks upon the workers, w ith  p ro­
spects of im p e ria lis t wars moving 
much closer, w ith  new serious dan­
gers to the Soviet Union and also 
w ith  new revo lu tionary po ss ib ilit­
ies, goes w ith o u t saying.

in  m easuring the consequence of 
these events lue in te rna tiona l L e ft 
Opposition has some tim e ago made 
clear tha t fo r th is  new s itua tion  
the orien ta tion, tne position and the 
form ulae of the past w i l l  no longer 
sulliee. We Lhereby placed ourselv­
es en tire ly  upon the basis o i the 
new h is to rica l s itua tion  created by 
the v ic to ry  o f Fascism and the col­
lapse of the German Communist 
Party . Where we had previously 
emphasized the im m ediate ly press­
ing problems ly r  a change of course 
of Lue pa rty  and of the Comintern 
to prevent die Fascist v ic tory , tha t 
is, where we had emphasized the 
short perspective we now place be­
fore ourselves the long perspective. 
Where we before, in  jiressing fo r 
a change of course, aiso held the 
position of re fo rm  of the party , we 
are now compelled to recognize its  
complete breakdown and to orien t 
ourselves upon th a t basis. To th is  
extent there was unan im ity  w ith in  
the In te rn a tion a l L e ft Opposition. 
In  th is  we also met w ith  sympathy 
and considerable agreement from  
other w ork ing class groups s tirred  
by the course of events. Some 
doubt however, d id  na tu ra lly  
arise when the question was posed 
fu lly  in  the concrete: W hat must 
fo llow  the breakdown of the pa rty '/ 
Gan there fo r  us be any other 
course than tha t o f a new p a rty / 
To pose the question th a t way was 
such a rad ica l departure from  our 
form er position of a pa rty  frac tion  
lig h tin g  fo r  re form  of the party. 
B u t th is  was necessitated by the 
h is to rica l change which had taken 
place and, in  the f irs t instance, the 
doubts could only emerge wherever 
the fu l l  significance o i th is  change 
was m om entarily lost s igh t of. 
These doubtts are disappearing and 
in  th e ir  place we have a greater 
c la r ity .

In  order tha t we here in  Am erica 
may better understand w hat is in ­
volved in  th is  question of whether 
o r not a new pa rty  in  Germany we 
m ust endeavor to fu lly  appreciate 
w h a t the h is to rica l change means 
to the w ork ing  class in  general and 
to  the German p ro le ta ria t in  p a r ti­
cu lar. We have already mentioned 
th a t i t  means a new reactionary 
period. No fu rth e r proof of tha t 
is  needed than the tangib le evid­
ences of experience' since German 
Fascism came in to  power. W hat 
needs p a rticu la r emphasis, however, 
is  t lie  seriousaess of the scope of 
the w ork ing class defeat. F irs t 
the Social Democracy m iserably 
exposed its  bankruptcy fo llow ed by 
the bankruptcy of the Communist 
pa rty . Both parties were num eric­
a lly  pow erfu l yet they disappeared 
in  face o f the onslaught o f the 
Fascist regime. Today there is no 
revo lu tiona ry  pa rty  in  Germany. 
Th is is the greatest defeat record­
ed in  w o rk ing  class h is to ry. I t  is 
the cu lm ina tion  to a series of de­
feats suffered by the Com intern be­
g inn ing w ith  Germany of 1023, 
through the  disaster of the Chi­
nese revo lu tion and back to Ger­
many in  1933. And yet a ll these 
defeats occur under the conditions 
o f the downward sp ira l o f cap ita l­
ism, du ring  the cap ita lis t decay 
stage, du ring  the very period of its  
bankruptcy being the most g la rin g ­
ly  demonstrated. T h is  is the fr ig h t­
fu l paradox. And because of tha t 
the responsib ility  fo r  the policies 
and strategy which brought £uch 
disaster becomes only many times 
greater. O f course, the Com intern 
leadership, the S ta lin is t leadership, 
m ust be held en tire ly  responsible.
. .Once again the im portance of a 
w ork ing class revo lu tiona ry  pa rty  
has been demonstrated, but th is  
tim e in  a negative sense. A lready 
from  the tim e of the Communist 
manifesto we knew th a t the eman­
c ipation of the w o rk ing  class was 
un th inkab le w ith o u t its  own revo lu­
tiona ry  party . I t  was the absence 
o f such a party , or to pu t i t  more 
precisely, the fa ilu re  of the S ta lin ­
is t pa rty  to perform  th is  function, 
which accounts fo r  the Fascists and 
not the p ro le ta ria t being victorious. 
In  seeking the reason fo r  tha t, 
when traced to its  source, the ver­
d ic t w i l l  read: I t  is because we 
had in  Germany a pa rty  o f na tional 
Socialism instead o f a p a rty  of in- 
te rn tio na l revo lu tion. For proof 
of this, wherever doubts or d is­
agreements s t i l l  exists outside of 
our ranks, we need not confine our­
selves to the inescapable conclusion 
th a t the theory o f Socialism  in  One 
Country can produce noth ing else 
bu t parties o f na tiona l Socialism. 
We can add the advice to the com­
rades to study the numerous de­
cla ra tions o f German pa rty  leaders 
on th e ir  program  of na tiona l and 
social emancipation. T h is  program  
is o f course on ly a reflection o f the 
basic pa rty  and Com intern orien ta­
tion.

Today, a fte r th is  fr ig h tfu l defeat, 
the German pa rty  leaders, speaking 
from  em igration, and behind them

(lie Com intern leaders, com m it the 
double crim e of stubborn ly denying 
the h is to rica l character of the de­
feat and add to i t  the attem pt of 
m ain ta in ing  the dangerous illusions 
in the m inds o f the Communist 
workers th a t H it le r  w i l l  soon get 
out of business.

B u t as H it le r  remains and conso­
lidates his power the d is illus ionm ent 
w ill Inev itab ly  set in . New and 
more f r ig h tfu l dem oralization w i l l  
resu lt. The Communist workers 
w i l l  leave the S ta lin is t pa rty  lead­
ers in  disgust and despair. Today 
these gigantic experiences are fresh 
in t lie  minds of the Communist

United States at 
London Confab
T lie  W orld  Economic Conference, 

ju s t concluded a t London, met a t 
tlie  most c r it ic a l period of the w o rld  
crisis. The v ic to ry  of Fascism in  
Germany and Japanese aggression 
hung heavy over the conference. 
Between these rea lities and Am er­
ican Im peria lism , the conference 
was unable to end sa tis fa c to rily  
fo r the leading European powers. 
In  th is  situa tion , 1933 represents an 
accentuated 1913, and therefore, 
many countries le f t  the conference 
w ith  fea r o f tom orrow.

Conclusions draw n from  the Lon­
don Economic Conference indicate 
tha t the United States was not only 
able to hold its  own position, i t  
was also able to leave the gather­
ing in  a stronger position. Im per­
ia lis t powers and cap ita lis t nations 
do not enter peace conferences and 
economic conferences w ith  any i l ­
lusions about th e ir a b ility  to solve 
the “ objectives”  lis ted fo r  pub lic  
consumption. T h is  is  especially 
true  of Am erican Im peria lism  under 
the Roosevelt government.

The rea l ob jective of the economic 
conference th a t met a t London was 
the im p e ria lis t s lrugg le  fo r  points 
of vantage, a t the expense o f the 
other powers in  the preparation fo r  
more intense economic and m ilita ry  
wars. Peace conferences are 
cloaks fo r greater (Economic ;and 
m ilita ry  wars.

The h igh sounding phrases and 
hum an ita rian  cloak was pierced by 
the re a lity  o f the economic con­
flicts and im p e ria lis t antagonisms 
at the very opening of the London 
Conference. P rim e M in is te r Mac 
Donald, in  behalf of Europe, and 
especially in  behalf of England’s 
hegemony over Europe raised the 
forbidden question o f w a r debts. 
T h is  move revealed ah a ttem pt of 
a European un ited fro n t against 
Am erican im peria lism  w hich came 
to London w ith  the in ten tion  and 
plan to fu r th e r the process of pu t­
ting  Europe on rations.

The pow erfu l pressure of A m eri­
ca n  im p e ria lism  and the tremendous 
contradictions in  Europe since H i t ­
le r took power smashed thi|s a t­
tempted un ited fro n t. T h is  f irs t 
a ttem pt was repeated on several 
occasions but to no ava il. The 
The next a ttem pt to  drive  Am erican 
Im peria lism  from  her strong posi­
tion  was the European e ffo rt to peg 
up tlie  do lla r and obtain the tem­
po rary  s tab iliza tion  of in te rna tion ­
al exchange. England was p a rt of 
th is  bloc, h a lf concealed and h a lf 
open, nevertheless, the bloc and 
plan was shattered, especially a f­
te r Roosevelt’s statement on th is  
question. N ex t the die-hards under 
tbw leadership of France organized 
the Gold Bloc. Th is move, in  the 
long run  played in to  the hands o f 
Am erican Im peria lism  because i t  
widened the gap between the French 
and B r it is h  in terests and thereby 
gave Am erica a better position in  
th is  three cornered figh t.

I t  is  true  th a t Germany played 
no outstanding role a t the confer­
ence a t the rise o f Fascism to power 
in  Germany caused a shake-up and 
a realignm ent. I t  contribu ted to 
the success of Am erica against 
Europe.

Am erican Im peria lism  went to 
London w e ll armed fo r  the ba ttle  
against Europe, as w e ll as Japan. 
Some of the weapons in  the hands 
of the Am erican representatives 
were pounded out in  the f irs t days 
of the Roosevelt adm in is tra tion . 
Th is move was cloaked as p a rt o f 
a national po licy bu t was pointed 
out a t th a t tim e in  its  true  in te r­
national re lations in  the columns 
o f the M ilitant. The Banking laws 
and fa rm  re lie f amendment, w h ich 
were im portan t in te rna tiona l wea­
pons as w e ll as in te rna l weapons 
wqge used very effectively a t the 
conference.

Am erica w ent o ff the gold stan­
dard, repudiated the gold clause, 
gave the President power to in fla te  
currency as w e ll as o ther form s 
o f in fla tio n  and to reduce the con­
tent o f the do lla r by one-half. I f  
the Am erican representatives d id  
not ho ld  th is  th rea t over the Lon­
don conference another story would 
have been w ritte n . These weapons 
were very effective in  help ing the 
Am erican representatives in  shat­
te ring  the un ited fro n t o f the E u r­
opean powers against Am erica. The 
mere th rea t to use some o f them 
resulted in  excellent results a t Lon­
don as w e ll as w ith in  the country. 
The in te rn a l policy of the Roosevelt 
adm in is tra tion  is an in te g ra l p a rt 
o f th is  in te rna tiona l struggle. I t  
is tw o  sides o f the same problem.

Economic collaboration and o r­
ganized production is as hopeless 
as non-aggression pacts (regardless 
of w ha t L itv in o ff says). No one 
but libera ls  and ha lf-w its  expected 
such from  London. Am erica de­
sired more from  the London confer­
ence, bu t Am erica obtained more 
than the other powers. The London 
conference can be summed up as 
a prelude to a more intense on-

f workers and yet there is no discus- 
1 sion perm itted by the pa rty  leader­
ship. Inqu iries  in to  the correctness 
of the offic ia l line  are taboo. Those 
who qxpress doubts are hounded 
and expelled. F rom  these facts i t  
fo llow s th a t w hat s t i l l  exists in  
Germany of sporadic activ ities  by 
the offic ia l p a rty  remnants is not 
a t a l l the beginnings of an orien ta­
tion  based upon the new conditions 
but only the ta il end o f the past. 
A fte r  th a t fo llow s the void, fo r 
there can be no other perspectives 
fo r  a p a rty  leadership w h ich  denies 
the existence of the new h is to rica l 
conditions.

The facts being so, one can brand 
only as c r im in a l lightm indedness 
the fina l conclusion of the Comin­
tern resolution adopted a fte r the 
German de fea t; the reso lu tion of 
A p r i l 1. T h is  reso lution finds tha t 
i t  is  necessary to strengthen the 
pa rty  and a ll the mass organiza­
tions of the w ork ing  class,

. . . .  “ to prepare tlie  masses fo r 
decisive battles. F o r the overthrow  
of cap ita lism  and fo r  the overthrow  
of the. Fascist d ic ta to rsh ip  by an 
armed ris in g .”

In  other words, the armed up ris ­
ing  is jilaced on the agenda in  the 
m idst o f the greatest defeat yet 
suffered by w ork ing  class. Upon 
w hat prognosis does i t  rest? F irs t  
of a ll upon the Com intern a lib i th a t 
t lie  cause of w ha t has happened in  
Germany is Social Democracy. I ts  
pa rt j>f the betrayal nevar needed 
to be doubted; but tha t does not in  
the least exp la in the Com intern and 
the offic ia l p a rty  resp on s ib ility ,. or 
its  position. Secondly i t  rests upon 
the foundation of the Com intern a f­
firm in g  the in fa l l ib i l i ty  o f its  char­
acterization of “ Social Fascism” , 
thus n u llify in g  and g iv ing  the lie  
to any expressions fo r desire o f a 
united fro n t w ith  socia l democracy. 
F u rthe r i t  rests upon an estim ation 
o f the preceding governments of 
l ’apep and Schleicher having been 
Fascist governments the same as 
H it le r ’s. F in a lly  i t  rests upon the 
analysis, as presented in  the resolu­
tion, th a t there was no revo lu tion ­
ary  s itua tion  in  Germany. Yet a 
complete h is to rica l change has ta k ­
en place. B ut the change is not 
tow ard strengthening the possib il­
ities  of the pro le ta rian  revo lution. 
On the contrary, the Fascist reac­
tion  is immensely strengthened, the 
German w ork ing  class defeated, the 
Communist parties elsewhere de­
c lin ing , demoralized and impotent. 
In  face o f th is  the armed insurrec­
tion  is placed on the agenda by the 
Comintern resolution. C rim ina l 
lightm indedness is about the m ild ­
est characterization one can find 
fo r  this.

The In te rn a tio n a l L e ft Opposi­
tion  poses the problems fac ing the 
German w ork ing  class, and the 
w o rld  movement, from  the po in t 
of view  of opposite considerations. 
To rebu ild  upon an en tire ly  new 
foundation w hat lies shattered in  
Germany, its  general w o rk ing  class 
movement and above a ll to rebuild  
the revo lu tiona ry  pa rty , th a t is the 
task. There can be no more ta lk  
about the old basis o r the old 
form ulae. The problem is to bu ild  
anew. The L e ft Opposition p ro­
poses an orien ta tion  tow ard a new 
P arty  in  Germany liberated from  
the deadly embrace of bankrupt 
Stalin ism . — ARNE SW ABECK.

Furniture Strikers 
Defeat Maneuver

(C o n ti .ir—1 f a n  Page 1)

most dangerous m ateria l, such as a 
broadside.

Very tru ly  yours,
Col. Leopold P h illip , 

Chairman, Bureau o f Com­
pliance.

He added the fo llo w in g  post­
sc rip t w ith o u t the knowledge of 
the union o ffic ia ls :

“ Th is le tte r was sent to  help 
pacify  the labor leaders” .

The whole fraud  o f the N R A  as 
the im p a rtia l a rb itra to r in  s trike  
disputes is here shown up in  a ll 
its  nakedness. A fte r secretly con­
sp iring  w ith  the bosses association 
to pu t across starvation wages in  
the industry , the N R A  sends a 
liy iK ic ritica l “ reprim and”  to the 
vers elements w ith  whom he made 
the conspiracy.

» *  *  •

Now, when we have the bosses 
licked is the tim e fo r solid ranks 
in  the strike . Le t there be no ta lk  
o f going back to w ork. NO F A K E  
S ETTLEM EN TS. W ith o u t the re­
cognition o f the  union you are he lp­
less to enforce whatever conditions 
you have achieved by the strike . 
Don’t  le t the boss p u ll any pro­
mises to groups o f men in  the shop. 
I t ’s too la te  fo r  tha t. I f  he wants 
to settle, make h im  settle w ith  the 
union. The tim e is past fo r  herd­
ing upholsterers under the slave 
conditions o f the past 3 years.

— LA N K IN -C O W L.

slaught on Europe, a greater drive  
by Am erica to pu t Europe on ra ­
tions, a prelude to  the im p e ria lis t 
w o rld  w ar— in  w h ich  Am erica hopes 
she can duplicate her role o f 1914- 
1618.

The Paris S o ir paper summed up 
the W orld  Economic Conference in  
the fo llow ing  w ords: “ I f  we a llow  
the depreciation o f overseas cu r­
rency to continue, th e ir  r iv a lry  
w i l l  be more than ever irre s is tib le  
and our reserves w i l l  be wasted. 
I t  is  only a question o f tim e u n t il 
European industires w i l l  be contro l­
led by the U n ited States.”

—HUGO OEHLER.

J.L. Lewis Betrays 
Miners at Hearing
_____(Continued from  Page 1)_____

are such forces in  order to give 
d irection to f lic  revo lt of the d is­
illusioned workers in  the very near 
fu tu re . Proper tactics w i l l  be able 
to guide such a struggle to a h igher 
level than the recent western Penn, 
experience.

P. M. A . C ap itu la tion  and S ta lin is t 
B lunders

The Progressive M iners o f A m er­
ica lo,gt th e ir most favorable oppor­
tu n ity  and now the f r u i t  o f the 
R ig id  w ing  po licy has resulted in  
lost ground. T he ir cap itu la titon is  
policy has not even enabled them to 
get in on the NR A bandwagon. The 
R ig id  w ing, o r at least a b ig  sec­
tion  o f it ,  is ready to go over to 
the folds of the UM W A. The L e ft 
w ing must in tens ify  its  w ork  to ­
ward the rea liza tion of its  policy. 
I f  tlie  Progressive M iners of Am er­
ica had called a national confer­
ence p r io r  to the N R A  becoming a 
law  as advocated by the L e ft w ing 
and has conducted a L e ft w ing 
policy, a d iffe rent story would be 
w ritte n  now. However the wrong 
policies o f the R igh t w ing of the 
1*MA, and the whole series o f S ta l­
in is ts  blunders fo r years in  the 
trade union field means th a t we 
have to retrace our steps to obtain 

’ a runn ing s ta rt fo r the coming 
struggles w h ich are sure to  develop 
in the sick and decayed coal indus­
try . The reorganization o f th is  in ­
dustry  through the NRA w il l  cause 
increased class antagonisms between 
the operators and miners as w e ll as 
between the large and sm all opera­
tors.

The N ationa l M iners U n i o n  
could have saved the day some tim e 
ago i f  the S ta lin is ts  had a cor­
rect trade union policy, understood 
the united fro n t and used a l i t t le  
common horse sense. Now they are 
pushed in to  a more d ifficu lt corner. 
Due to the S ta lin is t’s w rong po lic­
ies and the lost ground, our task 
is to retrace our steps through the 
w ing of the UM W A and the PM W A 
Then the Communists can once 
again take the lead in  the coming 
struggles. To continue to p lay 
w ith  the paper N ational M iners 
Union is to waste valuable tim e 
and re ta rd  the movement o f the 
class.

HUGO O E H LE R

Clubs, Tear Gas 
in M ilk  Strike

_____ (Continued from  Page 1)_____
and three-fourth  cents per quart. 
The better grades were priced a t 
from  2 to 2 1-2 cents per quart. 
B u t the big da iry  companies, in ­
c lud ing the Dairym ens’ League 
classified a ll m ilk  a like  and paid 
an average of 1 3-4 cents per quart. 
The farm ers thus found th a t they 
were again sold out. F rom  then 
on th e ir  conditions grew from  bad 
to  worse. Most o f them cannot 
meet th e ir taxes, not to speak of 
interests and payments on m ort­
gages. A  degrading poverty set in . 
The farm ers reached the end o f 
th e ir  endurance. A  breaking po in t 
came. The s tr ike  was declared and 
spread to  seven counties in vo lv in g  
many thousand farm ers. A t  th e ir  
meetings the farm ers agreed not 
only to hold back th e ir  own m ilk  
supply but also to p icket the m ilk  
stations. There they took care o f 
the scabs in  the effective manner 
o f dum ping th e ir  m ilk .

“Striking Against the Government”

The owners o f the b ig  d a iry  com­
panies, however, could lean back in  
th e ir sw ivel chairs, say ing : You 
are not s tr ik in g  against us, you 
are s tr ik in g  against the govern­
ment. M eanwhile Governor Lehman 
the w illin g  too l o f the d a iry  com­
panies, concentrated a ll the  state 
troopers in  the te r ito ry  to g ive the 
s tr ik in g  farm ers a lesson in  Saw 
and order, enforced by clubs, tea r 
ags and r io t  guns. He proclaim ed 
th a t a ll law  ab id ing citizens are 
to be protected, by th a t he meant 
the scabs. He proclaimed th a t a ll 
law  breakers, meaning the s tr ik in g  
farm ers, m ust be prosecuted. Sev­
era l hundred were subsequently a r­
rested.

The s tr ik in g  farm ers demanded 
as th e ir  share 45 percent o f the 
price a t w h ich m ilk  re ta ils  in  the 
cities. T h is  would mean about 4 
to 5 cents a quart. The troub le  is, 
however, th a t the farm ers have no 
organization. They are m erely 
loosely held together by pressure 
of the desperate condiitons under 
w h ich  they suffer. Nevertheless 
they a ll expressed themselves as 
ready to f ig h t to a finish, s ta tin g  
th a t they had no th ing to lose. A t  
the tim e o f th is  w r it in g  a truce  has 
been declared and i t  remains to  be 
seen whether the s tr ike  w i l l  be re­
newed o r whether the big d a iry  
companies, aided by the  state 
forces, w i l l  be able to enforce th e ir  
k ind  o f an agreement.

The roads here in  a ll d irections 
have been patro led by about 500 
state troopers equipped w ith  steel 
helmets and gas bombs. How  many 
sheriffs and deputies were added 
to th is  force I  do no t know  bu t in  
many instances actua l wholesale 
deputizing took place. The D a iry ­
mens’ League asked the governor 
to also c a ll in  the N a tiona l Guard. 
For the tim e being th a t is held in  
abeyance. There is no sign o f the 
M ilk  Contro l Board o ffe ring  a solu­
tion, bu t m eanwhile the fa rm ers 
are lea rn ing  ra p id ly  th a t the  gov­
ernm ent is not fo r  them bu t against 
them. —GADFLY.

U.S. Holds H igh Cards in Cuba
(Continued fro m  page I )

The anti-Machado movement was 
essentia lly an ti-im pe ria lis t, a t d i f ­
fe ren t times d iffe ren t classes came 
to the fro n t and occupied the center 
o f the stage. The students and the 
petty bourgeoisie constituted the 
L e ft w ing of the na tiona lis t fro n t. 
W hile  the p ro le ta r ia t remained pas­
sive they fought the m il ita ry  d ic­
ta to rsh ip  w ith  te rro r is tic  methods. 
Sections of the bourgeoisie w ent in  
fo r  heavier w ork. They organized 
m il ita ry  insurections w h ich were 
pu t down.

The d irec t in te rven tion  of the 
p ro le ta ria t in to  the strugg le preci­
p ita ted the cris is  wh ich drove 
Machado out. The general s trike  
has been described as a “ passive, 
revo lu tiona ry ”  one. I t  is unques­
tionable th a t the p ro le ta rian  o r ­
ganizations, many o f them, d is tin c t­
ly  le ft  in  p o lit ic a l orien ta tion, were 
opposed to both Machado and his 
im p e ria lis t masters. B u t the press 
dispatches fa i l  to show the revo lu­
tiona ry  content o f th e ir  p a rtic ip a ­
tion  in  the struggle.

Pre-Revolutionary Situation
The s itua tion  wh ich developed 

was a pre-revo lutionary one. I t  re­
quired the determ ined in tervention 
of the p ro le ta ria t under the leader­
ship o f a resolute, revo lu tionary 
vanguad to develop the s itua tion  
in to  a revo lu tiona ry  one and pre­
pare fo r  the seizure of power. The 
demands which the workers made, 
not on th e ir  bosses, but on the new 
government before i t  had an op­
p o rtu n ity  to consolidate its  power, 
were modest to  an extrem e: imme­
diate freedom of a ll im prisoned 
w o rke rs ; repeal of certa in  legisla­
tion  affecting wage scales; s tric te r 
enforcement o f the e igh t hour day 
la w ; recognition o f the Confedera- 
cion Nacional Obrero de Cuba, the 
na tiona l trade union center; and 
regulations to  pu t in  force lower 
prices fo r  foodstuffs.

These are essentia lly democratic 
demands. A l l  the more astonish­
ing  is the statem ent o f the Central 
Committee o f the Am erican Com­
m unist P a rty  in  the D aily Worker 
of August 4 : “ B utcher Machado is 
gone, driven out by the mass rev­
o lu tionary  up ris ing  o f the Cuban 
workers, peasants and to ilin g  popu­
la tion , organized around the gen­
era l p o lit ic a l s trike , which was in ­
itia te d  by the Com m unist P a rty  of 
Cuba” ! ! The question arises: i f  
the Communist pa rty  is so w e ll 
rooted in  the p ro le ta ria t th a t i f  can 
organize a general p o lit ic a l s trike  
why did  i t  no t pu t fo rw a rd  demands 
corresponding to  the situa tion?

The tru th  of the m atter is th a t 
the Communist pa rty  d id  no t organ­
ize the s tr ike  and is not, u n fo r­
tunate ly  a decisive fac to r in  the 
s itu a tio n ; th a t the D aily Worker 
is  boasting; and th a t the p ro le ta r­
ia t  w ith  inexcusable modesty 
marched behind the bourgeoisie 
against Machado. T ha t is why the 
struggle d id  no t rise  above an 
anti-M achado movement.

The modesty o f the p ro le ta ria t 
below and the s k il l and pressure 
o f Am erican im peria lism  above com­
bined to confine the an ti-im pe ria l­
is t struggle to an anti-Machado 
movement. The job  o f Sumner 
Welles consisted in  easing Machado 
out to a llay  the ris in g  tide  o f d is ­
content, and s lipp ing  in  a substi­
tu te  o f the same servile stripe, but 
one more agreeable to the popu­
la tion . The s itua tion  created by 
the in te rven tion  of the p ro le ta ria t 
very nearly  upset his plans. B u t 
the “ disinterestedness”  of the pro­
le ta ria t wh ich demanded nothing 
“ unreasonable”  o r “ un pa trio tic ”  fo r 
its e lf alowed Roosevetl-Welles to 
re ta in  the cloak o f fr ien d ly  media­
tion, th a t is  to say, to  keep the 
lid  on the a n ti- im pe ria lis t move­
ment, w ith o u t resorting to more 
fo rce fu l measures.

None the less the m ediators were 
worried. They had to a llow  the

people to blow off steam. T h e y 1 
u tilized  the anti-Machado senti­
ments o f an entire  country as a 
safe ty valve. The hatred of the 
people fo r  Machado took on v io len t 
form s. The members of La  P orra  
were hunted down lik e  ra ts  and 
k ille d  where they were found. The 
Presidentia l Palace was sacked. 
The Ile ra ld o  de Cuba a Machado 
paper was also sacked. The sol­
diers and police stood by and even 
len t a hand occasionally.

Cespedes’ Job
In  th is  way m ediation canalized 

the an ti-im pe ria lis t movement. The

2 Young Negroes 
Lynched in South

(Uonunuca From  Page I ) _____

hearsed. The sheriff d id  exactly  as 
ordered. He d id  no t l i f t  h is l i t t le  
finger in  protest— not to m ention 
his gun. The youngest of the three 
Negroes, Dan Pippen, 18, and A. T. 
Harden, 1C, were s la in  o u trigh t. 
E lm ore C lark, 28, was saved from  
death on ly by a ruse. He played 
dead and a fte r the lynch mob le ft 
craw led to the house of a Negro 
fa m ily  where ho had his wounds 
dressed and cared fo r.

I f  ever the phrase cool, ca lcu la t­
ed and prem editated m urder could 
be used, th is  is it .  The she riff was 
warned th a t a mob had organized 
to lynch the Negroes. l ie  was 
warned not to move them w ith o u t 
sufficient protection, ye t he de liber­
ate ly sent home the t ra il in g  car of 
deputies on tlie  darkest p a rt o f the 
road. He made absolutely no e f­
fo r t  to resist the lynchers. The 
case is clear.

T ha t typ ica l southern h yp o c riti­
cal yaw ping o f southern courtesy 
and fa ir  p lay is again to the fore. 
A lw ays a fte r another lynching. 
“ Justice w i l l  be done” , ran ts Judge 
Foster. And he im m ediate ly sets 
about po in ting  his finger a t the 
In te rn a tion a l Labor Defense which 
had offered to defend the boys 
against lynch justice. The boys 
were undoubtedly te rrorized against 
the use of the I .  L . D. The a t­
tem pts on the p a rt o f the southern 
bourbons to  s h ift  the onus of re ­
spons ib ility  fo r  th is  crim e w i l l  go 
unheeded by the southern w h ite  
and Negro workers. These w o rk­
ers w i l l  reca ll th a t i t  was due only 
to the mass pressure o f the w o rk­
ing class throughout the entire  
country and even throughout the 
entire  w orld  set in  m otion by the 
In te rn a tion a l Labor Defense th a t 
the Scottsboro boys are s t i l l  alive. 
They w i l l  realize as they m ust th a t 
fo r  a poor explo ited Negro o f the 
south there is on ly one k ind  of ju s ­
tice meted out in  the courts— lynch 
justice. The legal m urder o f Dan 
Pippen and Harden are no acci­
dents. R a ther i t  is the ru le  in  the 
south. To defend h im self from  the 
bestia l fu ry  of the southern ru lin g  
class the Negro m ust learn  th a t 
on ly by u n itin g  in  common struggle 
w ith  the explo ited poor wh ites of 
the south against th e ir  common ex­
plo ite rs w i l l  a measure o f safety 
be gained fo r  him . Lynch law  is 
the law  o f the southern ru lin g  
class.

» *  *  *

As we go to press we learn th a t 
a committee under the auspices of 
the Scottsboro A ction  Committee, 
the N a tiona l Committee fo r  Defense 
of P o litica l Prisoners and the A m ­
erican C iv il L ibe rties  TJqion has 
been formed to demand from  Roos­
evelt im m ediate action in  Tusca­
loosa and to force thp a rrest o f 
Judge H enry B. Foster and Sheriff 
R. L. Shamblin in  connection w ith  
the m urder o f the tw o young 
Negroes. — M. GLEE.
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shooting and sacking, thought the 
mediators, is like  a thunder-storm . 
I t  makes a noise and i t  passes. B u t 
th is  thundertsorm  d id  no t pass 
qu ick ly  enough to su it the m ediat­
ors. As long as the people were in 
m otion the movement contained 
w ith in  itse lf the possib ility  of de­
veloping to a h igher stage. "P re ­
sident Cespedes faces the serious 
problem o f . . . .  preventing the suc­
cessful mass revo ltu ion  fro m  be­
coming too revo lu tiona ry .”  N. Y. 
Times, August 14, 1933.

And i f  i t  w ent fa r  enough i t  
would make necessary armed in ­
tervention to induce i t  to subside. 
In  th a t case tlie  whole o f L a tin  
Am erica w ith  the help of England 
would raise a tremendous cry 
against Am erican im peria lism  w ith  
the resu lting  sh ifts  in  trade more 
favorable fo r  England a t “ ou r”  ex­
pense. The lessons of N icarauga 
and H a it i have not passed W a ll 
Street by w ith o u t a trace.

S t i l l  tread ing w a r ily  Roosevelt 
ordered warships to Cuban waters 
— w ith o u t marines aboard- ju s t to 
protect Am erican citizens and pro­
perty. No in te rven tion  intended. 
And the Cuban arm y has been o r­
dered to shoot down any v io la ­
tions of “ peace” . T lie  ho liday is 
over, say the mediators. Slaves, 
back to your yokes.

The policy o f Roosevelt in  the 
Cuban s itua tion  is an extension on 
an in te rna tiona l scale o f his dom­
estic poliey. Am erican im peria lism  
is learn ing to speak a new langu­
age. F o r a tim e and fo r a purpose 
i t  is foregoing the accents o f harsh 
command. The mailed fis t is there. 
B u t i t  is clothed in velvet. Soft 
words now fa l l  from  Uncle Sam’s 
lips. F riendliness beams on his 
face. He believes and practices 
m ediation !

The reason is not fa r  to  seek. The 
crisis o f Am erican cap ita lism  can­
not be solved on a domestic scale 
alone. Europe, L a tin  Am erica and 
Asia are the m arkets to wJiich 
Am erican cap ita lism  m ust export 
to rea lize its  surplus value. The 
assault on Europe has already be­
gun. The assaults on Asia and 
South Am erica are in  preparation. 
T ha t is the meaning of the trade 
parleys w ith  the South Am erican 
countries, as fa r  as South Am erica 
is concerned. A nd Rooesvelt is 
care fu l not to jeopardize them by 
blunders o f Hoover-Stimson type.

Cespedes and the new deal fo r 
Cuba w il l  no more solve the p ro­
blems o f Cuban economy than the 
policies o f Machado. W hatever 
m akesh ift is worked out w i l l  be a 
tem porary scheme to protect the 
pro fits  of Am erican cap ita lism  on 
the backs of Cuban masses. The 
condition of the Cuban masses can 
be improved and the problems of 
the revo lu tion  solved on ly in  s trug ­
gle against Cespedes and W a ll St.

By themselves the Cuban masses 
cannot th ro w  off the yoke of A m ­
erican im peria lism  and Cuban cap­
ita lism . The socia list revo lu tion  in 
Cuba is dependent on the revo lu­
tion  in  the U n ited States. T ha t is 
true  fo r L a tin  Am erica as a whole. 
B u t to the Cuban p ro le ta ria t can 
fa l l  the honor o f en tering upon the 
revo lu tiona ry  path before the more 
backward Am erican p ro le ta ria t. 
For th a t is  necessary a Communist 
pa rty  rooted in  the p ro ie ta rla t 
m arch ing on a correct in te rna tion ­
a lis t road. In  Cuba as a ll over 
the w o rld  the S ta lin is t theory and 
practice hold back the movement. 
The revo lu tion  in  Cuba cannot grow 
to its  fu l l  s ta tu re  u n t il the Com­
m unist pa rty  strikes off the shac­
kles of S talin ism . This the new ly 
fo rm er Cuban L e ft Opposition must 
help i t  to do. — T. S T A M M ...
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FOSTAMARA*
A  rem arkable book 1 From  the 

f irs t  line  to the last i t  is directed 
against the Fascist regime in Ita ly , 
against its  lies, its  violence, and 
book of passionate po litica l pro­
paganda. B u t sevolutionary pas­
sion is raiseh h e rt to such heights 
tha t i t  creates a t ru ly  a rtis tic  
work. Fontam ara is only a poor, 
god forsaken v illage  in  the South 
o f I ta ly .  In  the space of the book’s 
two hundred pages, th is  name be­
comes a symbol o f tin: whole I t a l ­
ian countryside, its  poverty, its  
de lipair, bu t also of its  ind igna­
tion.

Silone knows the Ita lia n  peas­
an try  rem arkab ly w e ll:  the firs t 
20 years o f the au tho r’s life , ac­
cording to  his own words, were 
spent in  “ Fontam ara” . Em bellsli- 
eign to him . l ie  knows how to see 
ment and sen tim en ta lity  are fo r- 
l i fe  as i t  is, how to generalize w hat 
he sees by means of the M arx is t 
method and then to embody his 
generalizations in to  a rtis tic  images. 
The s troy  is to ld  by the peasants, 
cafoni, paupers themselves. De­
spite the exceptional d ifficu lty  of 
th is  style, the au thor executes i t  
like  a rea l master. Some chapters 
have a stupendous force!

Has th is  book appeared in  the 
Soviet Union? Has i t  drawn the 
a tten tion of the publish ing houses 
o f the Comintern? The book de­
serves a c ircu la tion  o f m illions o f 
copies. B u t no m atter w hat the 
may be towards works o f t ru ly  rev- 
a ttitud e  o f the officia l bureaucracy 
o lu tio na ry  lite ra tu re , “ Fontam ara”  
— we are convinced— w ill  make its  
way in to  the officia l bureaucracy 
may be towards works o f tru ly  rev­
o lu tionary  lite ra tu re . To assist in  
the c ircu la tion  o f th is  book is the 
du ty  o f every revo lu tion is t.
„  — L. TRO TSKY.
Fontamara. A Novel by 

I. Silone, Zurich, 1933.


