
The Trade Union Question

The Left W ing  N eeds a New  
Policy and a N ew  Leadership

The Am erican workers, s t ir r in g  
again on the trade  union held a fte r 
a  long passiv ity  and con fronting  a 
form iaan le and w e ll organized Claes 
enemy, need th e ir  own plan of bat­
tle . The class enemy has organiza­
tio n  and a plan. That, in  essence, 
is  w hat the A K A  re a lly  is. in  the 
un ilied and comprehensive program  
o f Am erican im p e ria lism  against 
the w o rld  the A K A  is  th a t section 
of the program  aimed against the 
enemy a t home, the Am erican w o rk ­
ing  class. Tne s tr ik e  movement of 
the workers, on the other hand, has 
been elemental and spontaneous, 
lack ing  a conscious direction.

W ho w i l l  assist the w orkers to 
fo rm ula te  th e ir own ba ttle  p lan in  
th e ir  own interests? C e rta in ly  not 
the present leaders o f the A. F. of 
L . and k indred labor organizations. 
These in  re a lity  belong to the cap i­
ta lis t board o f strategy, in  the 
m achinery of the A K A  they are t i l l ­
ing  o f perfection th e ir  long estab­
lished role of labo r lieutenants of 
the cap ita lis t class. A  p lan and 
program  fo r the workers in  the 
trade unions, by means o f which 
th e ir  s trugg le could be organized 
and directed on a na tiona l scale, 
can come only fro m  the L e ft w ing, 
th a t is, from  the class conscious 
section of the movement.

B u t in  the present s itua tion  w h ich  
has witnessed the beginning o f a 
collosal wave o f s tr ike  struggles, 
the L e ft w ing  fa ile d  completely in  
its  function . The new events wh ich 
s liou id  have been foreseen and a n ti­
cipated found i t  unprepared and 
im potent. The dom ination o f .Stal­
in ism  deprived the L e ft w ing o f the 
p o ss ib ility  of in fluencing the new 
movement of the masses and of 
d raw ing  new li fe  and strength 
fro m  it .  The dogmatic program  
w hich had been imposed upon i t  
was re futed in  life . The leadership 
o f bureaucratic usurpers showed 
its e lf to be bankrup t and helpless. 
The necessary conclusions from  
these happenings m ust be draw n 
w ith o u t delay. The problem  o f re­
establishing the L e ft w ing, correct­
ing  its  program  and renovating its  
leadership is the most im m ediate 
and burn ing problem  of the labor 
movement.

There is a new s itua tion  in  the 
labor movement w h ich  the L e ft 
w ing  m ust take as the po in t of de­
partu re . The wave o f s tr ik e  s trug­
gles d id  no t fa l l  fo rm  the skies, 
nor were Koosevelt and the labor 
fake rs  the creators of it .  The fear­
fu l sufferings in flic ted  on the mass­
es du ring  three and onehalf cris is  
years; the s ta rva tio n  ra tio ns  of the 
unemployed, the m u ltip lie d  wage 
cuts and unprecedented speedup 
w h ich  goaded the employed workers 
to  desperation—-these were the rea l 
authors of the present s tr ike  move­
ment. The workers’ resentment and 
d issa tis fac tion  was due fo r  an ex­
plosion and i t  was reasonable to 
assume th a t i t  would coincide w ith  
the f irs t signs o f an economic up­
tu rn .

T h is  was foreseen by the most 
perspicacious representatives of 
cap ita lism . The N R A  was devised 
as a means o f coord inating  the ef­
fo r ts  o f the employers and th e ir 
labo r lieutenants w ith  the Govern­
m ent in  a single scheme to arrest 
th is  movement in  its  f irs t stages 
and to keep i t  w ith in  safe bounds. 
I t  is possible th a t the inaugura tion  
o f the N B A  precip ita ted the s tr ike  
movement. B u t a t bottom i t  was 
caused by the discontent of the 
workers w ith  th e ir unbearable 
conditions and th e ir  asp ira tions to 
im prove them a t the firs t opportun­
ity .

These causes w i l l  rem ain and w i l l  
evoke increasing pow erfu l move­
ments o f the masses a fte r  the ba lly ­
hoo o f the Koosevelt program  has 
spent itse lf, leaving conditions sub­
s ta n tia lly  unchanged except insofar 
as they are im proved by organized 
struggle. B it te r  experience w i l l  
w o rk  ra p id ly  and m ig h tily  to free 
the w orkers from  th e ir  present i l ­
lusions about the purposes o f the 
NRA. The cap ita lis ts  w i l l  no t vo l­
u n ta r ily  im prove the lo t o f the 
slaves under the beneficent in flu ­
ence o f the B lue Eagle. The w o rk ­
ers w i l l  ga in  no th ing they do not 
f ig h t fo r. The labor agents o f im ­
peria lism  w i l l  not become leaders 
and organizers o f m ilita n t s trug ­
gles, bu t on the con tra ry  w i l l  do 
a ll they can, now and in  the fu tu re  
as in  the  past, to sabotage and 
defeat them.

The L e ft w ing  cannot depart fo r 
a moment from  these self-evident 
A . B. C. propositions. W hat has 
been happening in  the way o f w o rk­
in g  class a c tiv ity  in  the recent 
months is on ly  an an tic ipa tion  o f 
th ings to come. I t  is  possible o f 
course, and even probable, th a t the 
N R A  sw indle w i l l  succeed in  ha r­
nessing the new movement fo r  a 
tim e. The illus ions of the masses 
are ve ry  great. B u t the  h igher the 
hopes the more certa in  the disap­
po in tm ent and the expression o f 
th is  diasppointm ent In  m ore reso­
lu te  and determ ined class action. 
The f irs t m agnificent upsurge o f 
the workers is, a fte r a ll, on ly  a 
ten ta tive  beginning, a p re lim ina ry

and so lida rity . I t  is  im p lic it  w ith  
the certa in ty  o f another movement, 
deeper, w ider and more m ilita n t.

The L e ft w ing  m ust base itse lf 
on th is  perspeciive and be ready 
fo r it .  T h a t means to begin now to 
re form  its  ranks and begin to as­
sert its  influence in  the mass move­
ment. Can th is  be done on the 
basis of the trade  union policy of 
S ta lin ism ? No, th a t is  aDsolutely 
impossible. Those who try  i t  w i l l  
be deprived of a l l influence. On 
th is  question the decision has a l­

ready been rendered by the actual 
developments in  the labo r move­
ment. The trade un ion L e ft w ing  
w h ich eventua lly rises to the mag­
nitude o f the new tasks, coordin­
ates the m ilita n t forces on a na­
tion a l scale and organizes the real 
struggle against the cap ita lis ts  and 
the labor fakers w i l l  consist of 
those who make a complete break 
w ith  the bankrup t and discred ited 
trade un ion po licy of Stalin ism . 
The tac tica l line  w h ich  the L e ft 
w ing m ust take is c learly  m arked 
out by the actual course of the 
movement, and no a rb itra ry  scheme 
which contradicts th is  course is 
w o rth  a cent. The L e ft  w ing m ust 
pu t its e lf  in  line  w ith  the m ain 
trend of the workers, assist and en­
courage th e ir  im pulse fo r  organ i­
zation and become its e lf  a force 
to bring the workers in to  the un­
ions— in to  the rea l unions, not the 
paper unions. And the L e ft  w ing 
must go w ith  them and organize the 
figh t inside the unions against the 
cap ita lis t agents in  the ranks.

The L e ft w ing— th a t is, the rea l 
L e ft w ing  w h ich remains true  to 
p rinc ip le  and to  the in terests of the 
workers— w i l l  enter the mass un­
ions and urge other workers to do 
likew ise w ith o u t any illus ions about 
the reactionary leaders and w ith o u t 
the least A. F. o f L. fetish ism . Com­
m unists do not make a fe tish  of any 
trade union organ ization form . In  
the fu tu re , as in  the past, a rise 
of m ilitancy  in  the unions w i l l  be 
ap t to bring  wholesale expulsions 
and splits. I t  is  qu ite lik e ly  th a t 
many o f the greatest battles w i l l  
have to be waged independently, as 
“ ou tlaw ”  organizations. The re ­
surgent L e ft w ing— again, the rea l 
L e ft w ing, not sycophants and t r a i t ­
ors masquerading as such— w il l  re­
m ain w ith  the masses under such 
conditions and no t flinch from  the 
fo rm ation  of independent mass or- 
ganixations. That, however, is  a 
prospect o f the fu tu re  than a pre­
sent problem. We w i l l  keep i t  in  
m ind and le t no labor fake rs ’ cry

Program and Perspectives fo r  

the Cuban Proletariat
The revo lu tiona ry  events in  Cuba 

have reached a decisive stage. The 
a c tiv ity  of the masses of workers, 
in d u s tr ia l and a g ricu ltu ra l, has 
forced its  way to the  fo re fro n t o f 
the struggle. The organ ization of 
th e ir forces to figh t fo r  th e ir  det 
mands and to m obilize the masses 
to resist U. S. in te rven tion  now re­
quires the se tting  up of th e ir  own 
organs of struggle. The fo rm a tion  
of Soviets fo r  the defense o f Cuba’s 
freedom is the im perative need of 
the day.

Am erican in te rven tion  already 
exists, even though no shots have 
as ye t been fired  from  the th ir ty  
warships concentrated in  Cuban 
waters. B y  its  economic m ight, 
supplemented by th is  fleet, the A m ­
erican im peria lis ts  are exerting  a 
pow erfu l pressure. In  face o f these 
conditions i t  is  inconceivable th a t 
the cow ard ly  San M a rtin  govern­
ment can ex is t ve ry  long on its  
present m akesh ift basis. I t  repre­
sents the pe tty  bourgeois interests 
and is incapable of rea liz ing  the 
aims o f the people who hate foreign 
im peria lism , to say noth ing of the 
aims of the p ro le ta ria t. I t  is  oscil­
la tin g  under pressure from  tw o  
directions— from  the masses surg- 

i ing  fo rw ard , and from  the U n ited 
States. I ts  a lte rna tives are com­
plete collapse or cap itu la tion  to 
W a ll Street. I t  cannot be conceiv­
ed o f as tliei leader of the fig h t to 
the end against im p e ria lis t in te r­
vention.

Cuba is  now the most vulnerable 
po in t in  the  strugg le of the U n ited 
States fo r  complete hegemony of 
the L a tin  Am erican m arket. O nly!

(Continued on page 4)

m ake-shift government, fa r more 
a fra id  o f the Cuban masses than of 
Am erican im peria lism  is even t r y ­
ing  to s idetrack the ca lling  o f the 
Consistuent Assembly. The w o rk ­
ers m ust demand its  convocation 
and raise th e ir  demands there. The 
abrogation o f the P la tt amendment 
and the unconditiona l independence 
of Cuba and the na tiona liza tion  of 
the in d u s tr ia l enterprises and' 
p lan ta tions w ith  workers’ contro l 
stand in  fo re fro n t o f the demands. 
M ost o f these enterprises are own­
ed by Am erican im peria lis ts  and 
the advancing o f these demands 
w i l l  serve to make clearer the dis­
tin c tio n  of th e ir  in terests from  
those o f the Cuban people and to 
develop the irre co n c ila b ility  of the

(Continued on Page 4)

Paterson Strike Ties Up  
Silk and Dye Industries

The Militant Workers Recognize Fallacy of the Stalinist Paper Unions
PATERSON, N. J.

The strongest sector o f the na­
tion-w ide s tr ik e  o f s ilk  workers, its  
Paterson d iv is ion  o f more than 
25,000 men holds firm . The tie-up 
in  th is  c ity  has closed every shop, 
the looms are id le  and the workers 
have responded 100 percent so lid  to 
the s tr ike  call.

S tr ik in g  against the  in to lerab le 
conditions forced upon them by the 
vicious wage-slashing o f the fo u r 
years of the cris is  the producers of 
s ilk  are determined' to  take no pro­
mises from  the N R A  and by strugg le

to ja ck  up th e ir  wages from  the 
miserable $13 average to a $36 m in ­
imum, to  b ring  down the hours from  
the slave w ork ing  day of 11 and 12 
hours p r io r  to the s trike  to a 30 
hour week.

Paterson is  in  the g r ip  of the 
strike . Men and women, o f a l l na­
tiona lities , young and old, those 
who have never known the meaning 
o f un ion organizations and veterans 
of class struggle, are banding side 
by s ide on the picket lines, in  huge, 
enthusiastic s tr ik e  meetings disp lay­
ing  a s p ir it  o f m ilitancy  equalled

N ew  F orces fo r L e ft Opposition
New forces are coming fo rw a rd  

to the support o f the In te rn a tion a l 
L e ft Opposition. Three im portan t 
European revo lu tiona ry  groups ad­
hered to ou r views contained in  a 
declaration subm itted to  the confer­
ence of L e ft Socia lis t parties re­
cently held in  Paris.

The R evolu tionary Socialist P arty  
o f H o lland, led by the w e ll known 
m ilita n t, Sneevliet, whose record 
dates back many years in  the Com­
m unist and revo lu tionary movement 
and who recently served tim e in

L e ft S oc ia lis t parties and independ­
ent Communist organizations, held 
in  Paris, August 27-28, adjourned 
w ith o u t being able to define a fu ­
tu re  common course .That was to 
be expected. The reason fo r  i t  is  
the w ide divergence o f views re­
presented, rang ing from  an in te r­
na tiona l Communist position to 
th a t of o u trig h t re form ism . Hence 
tne m ain reso lution adopted speaks 
vaguely o f re trie v ing  the in te rna ­
tio n a l u n ity  o f the w o rk ing  class 
on a revo lu tiona ry  Socialist basis. 
Nevertheless d is tin c t progress can 
be recorded from  th is  conference by 
v irtu e  o f the fac t th a t the begin­
nings o f a firm  in te rna tiona l rev­
o lu tiona ry  kernel emerged. Three 
im portan t groups, the R evolution­
a ry  Socia list P a rty  o f H o lland , the 
S. A . P. of Germany and the Inde­
pendent Socia list P a rty  o f Holland 
de fin ite ly  com m itted themselves to 
the position taken by the In te rn a ­
tion a l L e ft Opposition.

Represented in  the conference 
were the fo llo w in g  parties and 
groups: (1 ) the Independent Labor 
P a rty  of E ng land ; (2 ) the Socialist 
Labor P a rty  o f Germany (S. A. P.) 
(3) the R evolu tionary Socialist 
P arty  of H o lla n d ; (4) the Inde­
pendent Socia list P a rty  o f H o lla n d ; 
(5 ) the Swedish Communist P a rty  
(K ilb o m  B rand le rites) ; (6 ) the 
Norwegian Labor J P a rty ; (7 ) the 

Ita lia n  M ax im a lis ts ; (8 ) the 
Spanish Communist Federation 
(W orkers and Peasants B loc) ; the 
Independent Polish Socialist P a rty  
(represented1 by p roxy by a member 
o f the I .  L . P. delegation) ; (10) 
the P a rty  o f P ro le ta rian  U n ity  of 
F ra rc e ; (11) the Independent 
Roumanian Socia lis t P a r ty ;  (12) a 
representative o f the L e ft w ing  of 
the Russian Socialist R evolution­
is ts ; (13) the Leninbund, Germ any; 
(14) the In te rn a tion a l L e ft Opposi­
tion. P a rtic ip a tin g  as observers in  
the conference were also an A m eri­
can Socialist and tw o delegates of 
the French “ Socia list A ction ” .

D u rin g  the general discussion the 
conference revealed three d is tin c t 
tendencies. The f irs t tendency was 
represented1 by the In te rn a tion a l 
L e ft Opposition expressed in  its  de­
c la ra tion  subm itted. T h a t con­

ta in e d  ou r analysis o f the defeat 
tes ting  o f th e ir  co llective strength in  Germany, recorded the bank-

Left Socialists M eet — Two Steps 
Forward, O ne Step Backward

The in te rna tiona l conference of rup tcy o f the Second and T h ird  In ­
ternationals and proposed' an orien­
ta tio n  fo r  new na tiona l parties and 
a new In te rna tiona l. As already 
mentioned the representatives of 
the R evo lu tionary Socialist P arty  
o f Ho lland, the S. A . P. o f Germany 
and the Independent Socia list P a rty  
of H o lland adhered to  and' signed 
th is  declaration.

On the opposite side were the de­
legates fro m  the P a rty  o f P ro le ta r­
ian U n ity  o f France and the N or­
wegian Labor P arty . They took 
the position th a t the strength of 
the p ro le ta r ia t w i l l  be realized 
through the u n ity  o f the organiza­
tions.- B y  th a t they meant the un­
i t y  o f Communist and Social Dem­
ocratic organizations. In  support 
o f th ip  tendency were the represen­
ta tives o f the Roumanian pa rty , of 
the L e ft Social Revolu tion ists and 
of the M axim alists, the la tte r, how­
ever, declaring themselves against 
un ifica tion  o f the tw o In te rn a tio n ­
als.

In  between these tw o  tendencies 
the B r it is h  I .  L . P. found a position. 
W hile its  representatives c ritic ized  
both in te rna tiona ls  they expressed 
hope in  possib ilities fo r  the re form  
of the Com intern. Somewhat s im ­
i la r  was the a ttitu d e  o f the Swedish 
K ilbom  pa rty  w h ich  found its e lf in  
agreement w ith  the I.  L. P. c r it ic ­
ism bu t has not ye t defined its  
fu rth e r course. I t  should be noted 
th a t by its  pa rtic ipa tion  in  the 
conference the K ilbom  p a rty  broke 
the discip line of the B rand le r o r­
ganization o f wh ich i t  is  s t i l l  a 
part.

I t  was qu ite  inev itab le  th a t 
groups of such divergent views 
could not find  th e ir  way to  a com­
mon o rien ta tion  and a common 
course o f action. Before th a t ct£n 
be hammered ou t fu r th e r c la rifica ­
tion  is necessary. A nd w ith  th a t 
there is  also lik e ly  to be fu rth e r 
d iffe rentia tions, those who rem ain 
adherents' o f the re fo rm is t views 
going th e ir  ow n way, w h ile  the 
revo lu tion is ts  pursue th e ir  course 
tow ard the restora tion o f the In ­
te rna tiona l. However, due to  the 
confusion s t i l l  ex is ting  and express­
ed a t the conference, the resolu­
tion  adopted by the m a jo rity , in ­
exact and vague in  the  most im -

N .y . Embroidery 
Workers Gain

i connection w ith  the m utin ies in  the 
the fe a r of serious repercussions i n 1 navyj p,as a i rea(j y  defin ite ly
the 8outh, w h ich  w ould also give 
an advantage to other im p e ria lis t 
competitors, explains the fa c t th a t 
the United States in te rven tion  has 
not ye t taken the open fo rm  of 
iroop landings and armed attack.
B u t le t no one be deceived by the 
d ip lom atic  maneuvers. The W a ll 
Street magnates w i l l  read ily  stake 
the life  of every Am erican m arine 
to  q ja in ta in  th e ir  more than a b il­
lion  do lla rs  w o rth  o f property  in  
Cuba and continue th e ir  f r ig h t fu l 
exp lo ita tion  o f the Cuban to ilers.

Is  there any poss ib ility  fo r  the 
Cuban masses to make an end to 
th is  scourge under the leadership of 
the present m akesh ift government?
Obviously not. The Cuban workers 
themselves, in  fra te rn iza tio n  w ith  
the soldiers, have already ind ica ted 
the road to be pursued. They have 
formed Jo in t Committees, (Comites 
Conjuntos) w h ich  are no th ing less 
than a spontaneous s tr iv in g  to 
bu ild  up th e ir  Soviets. The present

(Continued on Page 4)

N * ^  Y ork, N. Y.— F o llow ing  im  
m ediate ly on the heels of the great 
dress strike , 3,000 workers o f the 
Bonuaz Em bro idery stitchers and 
pleaters Union of the ILG W U , Lo­
cal 66 w alked out on general s trike  
in  responding one hundred percent 
to the ca ll of the union.

T h is  tremendous response to the 
s tr ik e  call, coupled w ith  a ll the 
power and m ilitancy  displayed by 
the strikers, from  the very f irs t  mo­
ment brought the bosses association 
to its  knees almost im m ediate ly, 
and make possible a settlem ent of 
the s tr ike  in  on ly a few  days.

The union also pu lled  ou t on 
s tr ike  certa in  sections of the in ­
dustry  w h ich  were never organized 
before, such as the stampers, p in ­
ners, finishers, spoolers and pleat­
ing machine feeders. I t  gained fo r 
them  a sm a ll increase in  salary and 
reduced th e ir  w o rk ing  hours from  
48 and 52 hours to  35 hours per 
week. B y  tak in g  these workers 
in to  its  ranks the un ion has to  an 
extent cast aside the ideas o f c ra ft 
unionism  to w h ich  i t  has clung 
tenaciously in  the past period. B u t 
the union m ust stop a ll practice of 
entering in to  close alliances w ith  
the bosses who w ise ly  were deter 
mined to keep these workers 
from  organ iz ing and acting ef­
fec tive ly  th rough th e ir  unions. The 
o ther cra fts  a lthough no t ge tting 
any increase in  wages also had 
th e ir hours reduced from  42 to  35 
hours per week.

The f irs t  reaction o f the workers 
to the agreement reached was de­
fin ite ly  against i t  beacuse i t  fa iled  
to increase the pay. The Love- 
stoneite representative on the 
strike, committee displayed the usu- 

! a l brand o f Lovestone opportunism 
by speaking against the agreement 
a t the general meeting o f the s tr ik ­
ers and voting  fo r  the same agree­
ment in  the sm all s tr ik e  com m it­
tee meeting.

The agreement a lthough now the 
best th a t could be reached neverthe­
less carried when voting  on by sec­
re t ba llo t, the vote being 1603 fo r  
and 396 against. Summed up in  
to ta l however the s tr ik e  can on ly 
be in terpre ted as a v ic to ry  fo r  the 
strikers.

I t  is  im perative fo r  the workers 
•in Local 66 to create a strong L e ft 
w ing  group fo r  we do no t believe 
tha t the  A. F. of L. is capable and 
ready to  organize the masses of 
workers in to  unions th a t w i l l  be 
m ilita n t figh ting  organizations of 
the workers. The masess now fo l­
low ing i t  w i l l  be due sho rtly  fo r  a 
series of disillusionm ents and w i l l  
probably and1 eventually break away 
from  the present lead o f A. F. of 
L . and look to  others who w i l l  help 
them bu ild  strong figh ting  m ilita n t 
unions. In  o rder to  influence and 
lead such a movement the L e ft w ing  
Communist workers m ust be there 
to  fo llo w  the movement closely and 
guide i t  a t every step. We m ust 
begin to sow ou r seeds o f influence 
im m edia te ly in  th is  fe r t ile  ground 
and we w i l l  soon be ready to reap 
a r ic h  harvest. W orkers o f Local 
66, organize in to  a strong L e ft w ing  
g roup ! T h a t is the on ly path you 
can pifrsue in  order to  strengthen 
you r, position and w in  bette r con­
ditions.

—LEFT WING WORKER. .

entered the ranks o f the L e ft Op­
position. T h is  p a rty  counts 950 
members and constitutes the gu id­
ing  influence w ith in  a pow erfu l 
trade union in  H o lland .

The Socialist Labor P a rty  o f Ger­
many (8 . A . P .) led by iWalcher 
and Froelich, foundation members 
o f the o ld  Spartacus Bund in  Ger- 
maqy, added its  signature to  our 
declaration a t Paris. I t  would be 
d ifficu lt to estim ate the S. A . P. 
membership a t th is  tim e  suffice to 
say th a t when the Fascists seized 
power in  Germany i t  counted 15,000 
members.

The. th ird  group adhering to  our 
declaration a t P aris  is the Inde­
pendent Socialist P a rty  o f H o lland 
w ith  a membership o f 7,000.

The progress o f these groups to ­
ward support o f our position has 
na tu ra lly  become enormously acce­
lerated since the disastrous defeat 
of the German w o rk ing  class and 
the openly demonstrated bank­
rup tcy of both In te rna tiona ls . B u t 
even p r io r  to these events they had 
chosen the path leading in  the d ir ­
ection o f the in te rna tiona l Com­
m unist position. In  th a t they 
learned to d is tingu ish  between the 
princ ip led  views o f the L e ft Opposi­
tion  and those o f S talin ism . The 
leadership o f the S. A. P. entered 
its  present course passing from  
S ta lin ism  through the B rand le r 
group, re jec ting  its  R ig h t opportun­
is t ideas of na tiona l parties, and 
fin a lly  accepting the in te rna tiona l 
position o f the- Le ft.

Such is the process o f d iffe ren tia ­

tion . From  the disastrous defeats 
o f te jf w o rk ing  class new reserves 
fo r  the fu tu re  struggles emerge 
and take on definite form . From  
the abominable perfidy of Social 
Democracy arise new groupings 
who break unhesita ting ly  w ith  the 
past. F rom  the pernicious N a tion­
a l Socialism o f S ta lin  new forces 
learn the lessons o f inestim able 
value w h ich  help them find  th e ir 
w ay to the in te rna tiona lism  of 
Lenin and T ro tsky. B y h is to rica l 
events the princip led views of the 
L e ft Opposition are being v in d ic ­
ated.

Rising Militancy 
Shown in Growing 

Strike W ave
P ow erfu l strikes are again shak­

ing the very foundation o f the coun­
try . F o llow ing  r ig h t upon the 
heels o f the b ig  w a lk  ou t o f Penn­
sylvania m iners some weeks ago 
and th a t of the New Y ork  dress in ­
du s try  new s trikes are popping 
d a ily  setting workers in to  m otion 
everywhere and enormously sharp­
ening the class re la tionsh ip  w h ich  
the N R A  attem pts to  regulate Yet 
w hat we witness today is unques­
tionab ly  on ly a prelude to  the 
much bigger battles com ing tom or­
row.

The ra p id ity  W ith  w h ich  workers 
now decide to  s trike  and th e ir  w a lk  
out ip  splendid resopnde makes an 
estimate o f how many are involved 
a t any given tim e  alm ost impossible. 
B u t i t  can easily be said w ith o u t' 
any fea r o f con trad ic tion  th a t du r­
in g  the last few weeks there has 
been a continuous wave o f strikes 
embracing several hundred thou­
sand' workers.W e w i l l  a ttem pt to 
l is t  some of them  as examples o f 
the general movement.

Most fu rious is the b a ttle  now 
being waged in  the te x tile  indus­
try , s ilk  section, where police club­
bings and tear gas has been em­
ployed in  fu l l  force bu t w ith o u t in  
the least shaking the so lid  ranks 
o f the s trike rs . I t  started in  P at­
erson, bu t has now spread to in ­
volve. a to ta l o f approxim ately 60,- 
000 workers tak in g  in  also the s ilk  
dying in d u s try  and extending to 
Lod i and F a irlaw n , N. J. to New 
York C ity , to- P h illipsburg , P o rt 
Jervis, Stroudsburg, and A llen tow n 
Pa., as w e ll as the New England 
te x tile  region. T hroughout New 
Jersey and parts  of Pennsylvania 
the s ilk  te x tile  and dy ing m ills  are 
p ra c tica lly  com pletely shut down. 
In  general the s tr ike  is in  protest 
against the term s o f the cotton code 
now in  operation also fo r  s ilk  
tex tile , bu t in  p a rtic u la r i t  is fo r  
union organization and fo r  shorter 
w ork ing  hours and higher wages. 
The Associated s ilk  workers in  co­
operation w ith  the parent organiza­
tion , the U n ited  T e x tile  W orkers 
conducts the s tr ike  as fa r  as the 
overwhelm ing m a jo r ity  o f the w ork-

(Continaed on Page 4)

Swabeck to Start 
National Tour

The long awaited tou r o f comrade 
Swabeck w i l l  begin on September 
29th. W ith  the rich  experience of 
the five months w h ich he recently 
spent in  Europe, w h ich  included a t­
tendance a t the pre-conference of 
the L e ft Opposition and a p ro tra c t­
ed v is it  w ith  comrade T ro tsky  in  
l ’ rink ipo , comrade Swabeck w i l l  
have a message of ex*eptional in ­
terest. Branches w i l l  have the 
option of a lecture on : “ The F u tu re  
o f In te rn a tion a l Communism”  ; or 
the “ Roosevelt Program  : W hat I t  
Means fo r  the W orkers” .

The la rger branches w hich w il l  
re ta in  comrade Swabeck fo r several 
days and in  some cases have both 
lectures as w e ll as sm all meetings 
w ith  branch members and sym­
pathizers. Comrade Swabeck’s lec­
tu re  to u r is the opening gun o f the 
great new campaign o f the Com­
m un is t League w hich is designed 
to l i f t  a l l o f our a c tiv ity  to a 
h igher plane on a new basis. A ll 
the League branchés w i l l  undoubt­
edly concentrate th e ir  fu l l  a tten tion 
on the preparation and prom otion 
of these meetings and u tiliz e  them 
fo r the strengthening of our move­
ment.

The fo llo w in g  is the schedule of 
cities :

F ri., Sept. 29 th___Newark, N. J.
Sun., Oct. 1s t___Bethlehem, Pa.
Tues., Oct. 3 rd ___New Haven
Wed., Oct. 4 th . . . .  Boston, Mass.
Thurs., Oct. 5 th ___Boston, Mass.
F ri., Oct. 6 th ___Boston, Mass.
Sun., Oct. 8 th ___Rochester, N. Y.
Mon., Oct. 9 th ___B uffa lo, N. Y.
Tues-, Oct. 10 th___Toronto, Can.
Wed., Oct. 1 1 th .. .  .Toronto, Can. 
F ri., Oct. 13 th . . . .  P ittsbu rgh  Pa. 
Sat., Oct. 14 th . . . .  P ittsburgh, Pa. 
Sun., Oct. 15 th . . .  P ittsburgh, Pa.
Mon., Oct. 16 th___New Castle, Pa
Tues., Oct. 17 th___Youngstown
Wed., Oct. 1 8 th ...  .Youngstown
Thurs., Oct. 19 th___Cleveland, O.
F r i., Oct. 20 th___Cleveland, O.
Sat., Oct. 21st. . . .  Chicago, 111. 
Sun., Oct. 22nd. . . .  Chicago, 111.
Mon., Oct. 23 rd___Chicago, 111.
Tues., Oct. 2 4 th .. .  .Chicago, 111. 
Wed., Oct. 25 th . . . .  Springfield, 111 
Thurs. Oct. 26 th . . . .  Staunton, 111. 
F r i.  Oct. 2 7 th . . . .S t.  Louis, Mo. 
Sat., Oct. 28 th . . . .  St. Louis, Mo 
Sun., Oct. 29th.Kansas C ity , Mo. 
Mon., Oct. 3 0 . . .  .Kansas C ity, Mo. 
Thurs., Nov. 2nd. Minneapolis 
F ri., Nov. 3 r d . . . .  M inneapolis
Sat., Nov. 4 th ___M inneapolis
Sup., Nov. 5 th . . .  .M inneapolis
Tues., Nov. 7 th ___Chicago, 111.
Thurs., Nov. 9 th . .  Davenport, la . 
F ri., Nov. 10 th___Davenport, la .

M INE PICKETS SHOT IN  PENN.
F ifteen  m iners p icketing the 

Gates m ine in  Uniontown, Pa., were 
severely wounded when armed de­
puties opened fire  on them. A  de­
pu ty  who got in to  the way o f one 
of the deputy bu lle ts also was 
wounded. The conditions o f the 
m iners in  th is  b itum inous region 
are scandalous. N o t even the 
“ blessings”  o f the NRA, w ith  which 
the m iners are being hopped up by 
the U M W A  officials, has been 
granted1 them. The gilded l i ly  o f 
Pennsylvania, Governor Pinchot, 
has o f course promised the usual 
investigation . A  more detailed 
artic le w ill appea rin  next week’s

only- by the heroic ba ttle  o f 1913.

The great v ir i l i t y  of th is  s trug­
gle is v iv id ly  demonstrated by the 
pouring out of the m ills  of more 
than 15,000 dye workers who fo r 
the f irs t tim e in  20 years have taken 
the ir stand on the p icket line  ready 
to see the fig h t to  the end. B u rs t­
ing the shackles o f long oppression 
and exp lo ita tion  they are b rav ing 
the police clubs, and tear gas, flock­
ing in to  the union ha lls— a tes ti­
mony to the great power th a t lies 
la tent in  the unorganized mass of 
workers in  th is  country.

Meanwhile in  Washington, nego­
tia tions  are in  progress between 
the union officials, the m anufactur­
ers, and the false friends of labor 
o f the Roosevelt adm in is tra tion . A  
code fo r  the s ilk  workers is also 
under consideration. B u t the w o rk­
ers are w atch fu l. They w i l l  not 
lie tricked  in to  any fake agreement, 
they w i l l  not be content w ith  any 
conditions m erely because i t  bears 
the ins ign ia  o f the NRA. A lready 
they have turned down a code tha t 
perpetuated the wretched condi­
tions th a t have plagued the s ilk  
trade fo r years.

The rea l leader o f the s trike  in  
Paterson is the Associated S ilk  
Workers, an autonomous local o f 
the United T ex tile  W orkers which 
is a ffilia ted to the A. F. of L.

The decisive section of the indus- 
rty , the 10,000 broad s ilk  workers, 
are s tr ik in g  under the aegis o f the 
Associated. I t  is marvelous to see 
the s p ir it  o f these workers. They 
are not newcomers to  the picket 
line. T h is  is by no means the firs t 
s trike  they have pa rtic ipa ted  in. 
On the con tra ry, they have w ritte n  
a tra d itio n  in  le tte rs  o f red in  the 
h is to ry  o f Am erican labor. The 
workers in  th is  union are w a ry  o f 
the betrayers of the Am erican Fe­
deration o f Labor. Years o f sell­
outs have brought th is  lesson home 
to them. The name o f MacMahon, 
the president of the U. T . W . is 
anathema to the members o f the 
Associated S ilk  W orkers.

The rank and file  of the Associ­
ated have th row n  new leaders to 
the fore. The s tr ike  committee is 
contro lled by genuine progressives 
— L e ft w ingers who have been re­
pelled by the ho rrib le  mismanage­
ment, the crimes and the fe a rfu l 
bureaucracy o f the S ta lin ists.

B u t fo r  the dye workers, the 
ranks o f the s trike rs  are united. 
Here the forces are divided1 between 
the Associated and the S ta lin is t- 
contro lled N ationa l T e x tile  W orkers 
Union.

The dye workers are green to 
the struggle. They came by acci­
dent to  the paper union o f the 
S talin ists. They were ready to ac­
cept any union th a t reached them 
firs t. B u t i t  is  the un iversa l op in­
ion in  Paterson among the more 
m ature workers in  the in dus try  
tha t the N . T. W. w i l l  be unable 
to hold the dyers permamently. 
There is  more than one fac t tha t 
cart be produced in  proof o f th is .

The c rim in a l (a fte r lis ten ing to 
the stories o f good, re liab le  f ig h t­
ers one is tempted to say, insane) 
policy of the S ta lin is ts  and th e ir  
paper N. T. W . has driven many of 
the bgst m ilita n ts  in to  the Asso- 
ciated^ made them b itte r  against 
the N. T. W. P r io r  to  the strike , 
the N. T . W . had p ra c tica lly  no 
influence among the weavers, and 
the weavers, the more conscious 
group in  the s ilk  industry , passed 
them by when the s tr ik e  started 
and made common cause w ith  the 
Associated. So discredited, im pot­
ent and un in fluen tia l was the N. T. 
W. a t the outbreak of the s trike  
tha t— th is is common knowledge 
in  Paterson— the N. T. W. tr ied  
fra n tic a lly  to postpone the date o f 
the s trike  in  order to make “ pre­
parations” . F u rthe r, so great was 
the stigm a o f ro tten  in te rna l li fe  
in the N . T. W . and its  adven tu ris t 
tactics, th a t S ta lin is ts  themselves 
were instrum enta l in  form ing a c ra ft 
union o f the warpers, independent 
o f th e ir  paper un io n ! One more 
fact. A  member o f the N. T . W . o r­
ganized 3,000 workers— throw sters 
— h ith e rto  unorganized and brought 
them not in  to the N. T. W ., bu t 
in to  the Associated. Can there be 
any doubt now whether the S ta lin ­
is t o u tfit w i l l  ho ld  the dyers?

The advanced, experienced w o rk ­
ers in  Paterson w i l l  have no th ing 
to do w ith  the N. T. W. The in ­
experienced dyers w i l l  not be long 
in  find ing ou t the jus tice  o f th e ir  
decision.

In  Paterson as elsewhere the 
workers are stream ing in to  the real 
unions. They are paying no atten­
tio n  to  the paper ou tfits  run  by the 
S talin ists. There is no place fo r  
the L e ft w ingers in  Patersen bu t 
in  the Associated w h ich  they can 
transfo rm  in to  a p o w e rfu l weapon 
fo r  the m ilita n ts  na tiona lly— a 
s ta rtin g  wedge in  the s trugg le  
against the bosses and the reaction­
aries. —CLARKE.
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L .O . Issues Stir Party 
Membership

Tike s itua tion  in  B row nsville , 
New York C ity , a fte r several 
m onths o f u campaign against 
“ T ro tsky ism ’', is  Lense. The apathy 
anti le thargy among the league ami 
pa rty  is being mspIueeU by grum- 
Diing ami discontent. Above a ll 
they are beginning to th in k  fo r  
themselves. The unrest became 
crysta llized la te ly ; when due to the 
looseness among the rank and. liie  
and the impotence of the leadership, 
n o t a single meeting le t alone a de­
m onstra tion was held on In te rn a ­
tio n a l Youth Day. T h is  despite the 
empty m outh ing o f the Sklars, G il­
berts and ¡Shermans, about the nec­
essity of youth carry ing  on a s trug ­
gle against w ar, Fascism, etc., etc. 
Blood. is demanded. The repercus­
sions o f th is  a ffa ir  has penetrated 
to the d is tr ic t. The bureaucrats 
there are asking fo r  an accounting, 
p a rtic u la r ly  because of the d isqu iet­
ing  rumors of "T ro tsky ism '’.

Sherman, the section organizer of 
the Y. U. L., is slated to be remov­
ed. I l ls  place w ill probably be t i l l ­
ed by e ither A1 Dascli, who earned 
his spurs slugging Oppositionists, 
or John M orris , who proved his o r­
ganizational a b ility , by expelling 
sym pathizers o f the L e tt Opposition 
from  the Am erican Youth Club, 
when he was organ izer o f th a t 
club.

I t  was a t th is  opportune tim e tha t 
comrade Shachtman appeared in  
B row nsv ille  to speak on the fu tu re  
o f the Socia list and Communist 
movements. The impression th a t 
h is c ritic ism  o f the bureaucrats, 
who are s trang ling  the movement, 
made upon the p a rty  and league; 
can best be gleamed from  w ha t hap­
pened a t the Bob M inor E lection 
B a lly  tw o n igh ts la te r a t the 
B row nsv ille  Youth (? ) Center.

The g igantic  and monstrous (so 
advertized) ra l ly  a ttracted about 
200 workers. The d rive l of his 
rem arks which dealt w ith  m isery, 
s ta rva tion  and hunger, were so 
dry, th a t an atinsophere of lis tless­
ness permeated the ha ll. I t  was so 
bad tha t the singing chorus of the 
club £>ud a group o f league members 
had to be rounded up in  order to 
in je c t some li fe  in to  the “ ra l ly ” . 
W ith  the appearance o f these boost­
ers M in o r was in  h is  element. 
Thereafter every rem ark no m atte r 
how t r iv ia l was greeted w ith  ap­
plause. A t  the end o f the M inor 
esque ora tion , the chairm an called 
fo r  questions, w h ile  the customary 
heart rending appeal fo r  a collec­
t io n  was being made.

Despite the absence of a single 
member o f the Opposition o r even 
a close sym pathizer (excepting the 
w r ite r  o f course) every question 
handed in  was on “ T ro tsky ism ”  and 
on the very po in ts th a t comrade 
Shachtman had raised a t the meet­
in g  where he spoke. The election 
“ ra l ly ”  had so suddenly turned 
in to  a discussion on “ T ro tsky ism ” , 
th a t M inor was le ft dumbfounded 
T ak ing  the floo r again he pathetic­
a l ly  appealed fo r  questions from  
the audience.

A fte r  a v io len t and v itupera tive  
harangue in  w h ich  T ro tsky was re­
ferred to as an organizer of paid 
police bands and the head of the 
w ors t so rt of scabbing scum in  the 
working-class movement, (here sev­
era l m atured workers who evident­
ly  remember the p a rt played by 
T ro tsky  in  the Red October walked1 
ou t) he made the fo llow ing  answers 
to  the questions:

1. “ W hat is the  c ircu la tio n  of 
the Bote Fahne?” ( th is  question 
evidently prompted because of 
Shachtman’s rem arks about the in ­
crease from  60,000 before H it le r  
took power, to  the im aginary sale 
o f 300,00 a fte r the Fascist v ic to ry .)

Answer— “ I  don 't know .”  Th is 
from  a Centra l Committee member 
and fo rm er ed ito r o f the Daily 
Worker.

2. “ How d id  S ta lin  come to 
power?”

A nsw er: N o t S ta lin  bu t the w o rk­
in g  class came to power. A l l  those 
who dare to raise th is  question are 
bu t m iserable agents o f the bour­
geoisie,

3. “ W hy was T ro tsky  and the 
L e ft  Opposition expelled?”

everywhere. And before long an 
accounting w ith  the bureaucrats 
w i l l  be made. The trium p h  of the 
L e ft Opposition is assured.

— LE A G U E  M EM BER.

The “ D a ily  W o rk e r”  Goes to the Masses

League Growing in 
Youngstown

Severul months a c tiv ity  in  the 
unemployed workers movement is 
y ie ld ing  good results fo r the Young­
stown Branch. Not only is there a 
marked increase in  our influence 
and prestige among the organized 
workers, bu t along w ith  th is  we 
have gained in  membership and 
supporting sympathizers. The de­
mand of the workers fo r  the M il i ­
ta n t is  increasing steadily and the 
support of our sympathizers has 
enabled us to  fu rn ish  subs to twelve 
unemployed workers th is  week. Be­
sides th is  we d is tribu te  tw enty-live 
copies of the M il ita n t  each week 
among B arry members, the YBSL 
;roup, and a few rank-aud-lile mem­
bers of A. F. of L. unions.

We,have among those who choose 
to fo llow  our program  in  pre fe r­
ence to th a t o f the S ta lin ists, the 
Musteites or the  Social Reform ists, 
several who are active in  the local 
unemployed workers movement and 
a few  who are active members of 
mass A. F. o f L . unions. O ur a t­
tem pt to fra te rn ize  and discuss w ith  
the YBSL members succeeded a fte r  
many mouths of sincere, com radely 
approach to  them. In  th e ir  ranks 
is a goodly share o f half-hearted- 
ness and confusion; b u t there is  
also a sm all number o f serious youth 
who are honestly searching fo r  a 
class solution to the evils o f capi­
talism . W ith  these elements we 
h a ll always find i t  easy to co lla­

borate, and we hope th a t from  
iiotig them w il l  come more than 

one who w i l l  eventua lly  accept Len­
in ’s program  o f revo lu tiona ry  So­
cialism .

The new perspective spurs us on!
— N.

The f irs t  f ru its  of the “ Open 
Le tte r to a ll B a rty  Members”  have 
already ripened and are ready to 
be plucked ( i f  you care fo r  tha t 
k in d  of f r u i t ) .  A t  least on the 
jo u rn a lis tic  fie ld. “ The c ircu la tio n  
o f the  D a ily  W o rk «  has fa lle n  off,”  
the Open L e tte r o f J u ly  13 an­
nounced p roud ly among the achieve­
ments of the C entra l Committee. 
H av ing  fa ile d  to reach the masses 
in  th e ir struggles, in  th e ir  unions, 
in  th e ir  class movements, the D a ily  
W orker has now undertaken a 
shrewd flank attack w h ich  bespeaks 
an enviable m ilita ro - jo u rn u lis tic  
ta lent. I f  the masses are not to 
be corra lled  in  the fie ld  of s trug ­
gle E dw ard Newhouse w i l l  catch 
them in  the tennis courts or on 
the g o lf course. I f  they succeed 
in  evading Newhouse, they find 
th e ir  nu d ity  challenged, each 
m orn ing when they rise to dress, 
by the fascinating party -frock pat­
terns o f Anne Adams. I f  they 
rush desperately to the d in ing  
room, H athaw ay (su re ly  i t  is he 
who prepares those tem pting da ily 
m enus!) is there to tan ta lize  them 
w ith  some Cheese Fondu (don’t  fo r ­
get to add 1 b it  o f soda as big as 
a pea), o r Consumme P rin tan iere  
or Lobster a la  Newburg (prepared 
a t Camp N itgedaiget) .And a fte r 
an a ttack of acute ind igestion in ­
duced by Brow der's la test a rtic le , 
they are turned over to the mercies 
o f D r. B au l L u ttin g e r (M . D.—  
$1.65 per v is it, and a ba rga in ).

The la you t can’t  fa il.  They 
catch you coming and go ing : from  
the breakfast tab le  to the sickbed, 
and i f  anyone gets away, he has 
on ly h im se lf to blame, fo r  the D a ily  
W o rk «  has done the best i t  knows 
how.

Take Anne Adams, fo r  example, 
the B o ile rp la te  Queen o f Patterns 
(not to be confused w ith  D iam ond 
L i l ) ,  and the ed ito ria l conductor 
(un fo rtuna te ly  anonymous) who 
guides her through the columns of 
the D a ily . On August 24, we are 
recommended patte rn  1539 (Size 36 
takes 4 yards o f 39 inch fa b ric  to

Labor Partyites Convene
Chicago, 111.— The significacne o f, have been a Farm er-Labor 

the gathering held a t Chicago on '
September 2-3 and ca llin g  itse lf the 
United Conference fo r  Progressive 
P o litica l A ction  was no t very great.
I ts  representation was such th a t 
nothing much can be expected of 
i t  in  the way o f harm  and ce rta in ly  
not in  the way of any good as fa r  
as the Am erican labo r movement is  
concerned. The o ld  in te llec tua l 
stand-bys who have been yearning 
fo r  a Labor pa rty  to  fu rn ish  them 
w ith  an opportun ity  to p lay some 
p o lit ic a l ro le in  the movement were 
there. A  few  old and young enthu­
siasts from  sm all groups of the 
League fo r Independent P o litica l 
A ction  and a non-descript group of 
old men and women made up the 
m a jo rity  o f the hundred and f if ty  
o r so delegates to the conference.

F arm er Answers Judge
There were several representa­

tives o f rea l organizations of fa rm ­
ers. The outstanding representa­
tive  from  the fa rm  regions was a 
Judge fro m  Iowa, John F. W irds,
President o f the United Farm ers of 
America. The inc ident th a t occur­
red a t Le M ar, Iowa, where a group 
of about a hundred farm ers gave 
one of W irds ’ colleagues on the 
Iow a bench the scare o f h is  life  
was to him , a resu lt of the mach­
inations o f a few  insane radicals.
The on ly  rea l fa rm er in  the confer­
ence answered the Judge s im p ly  and 
effective ly when he sa id  th a t imme­
d ia te ly  a fte r  the dem onstration a t 
Le M ar the state and federa l au th ­
o rities  began to do something fo r  
the farm ers.

Two delegates represented bona 
fide organizations o f unemployed 
workers. T h e ir confusion was 
great. Nevertheless whenever they 
spoke the atmosphere became a l i t  
t ie  fresher. Obviously they were 
“ Musteites”  and a ll the lack o f 
c la r ity  and a ll the hesita tion  so 
characteristic o f th a t group was re­
cognizable. A  red tinge  to the con­
ference was furn ished by Ben G it- 

Answer : Because they disagreed I low  who was qu ite  ca re fu l no t to
w ith  the workers ( ! )  o f the Soviet 
Union. Don’t  we expel scabs from  
the unions, fe llow  workers? Deep 
silence on the p a rt o f the workers 
was the answer to  th is.

4. “ W hy does the leadership o f 
the C. P. re ta in  its  leadership a fte r 
th is  group o f se lf avowed incom­
petents adm itted  F U L L  RESPON­
S IB IL IT Y  fo r  the  weakness 'of the 
Communist Movement?”

A n sw e r: A  long lynch in c ita tio n  
against the Trotsky ites, fo llow ed 
b y : “ O nly provocateurs and T ro t- 
sky ite  police ( ! )  bands would 
raise th is  demand. (T a lk  about 
inne r p a rty  democracy.)

5. “ D id  Lenin ever say Social­
ism can be b u ilt  in  one country?”

A nsw er: S ta lin -Len in ’s co-worker 
is prov ing ( !  !) it .  S O CIALISM  
IS  B U IL T  ( ! ! ! ) .

6. “ W hy did  the German C. P. 
fa ll to lead the workers in  a s trug­
gle against H itle r? ”

A nsw er: “ They did  lead ( ! )  
th a t’s w hy comrade Thaelmann is 
in  ja i l . ”  (and H it le r  in  power and 
Hecke.rt in  P aris .)

7. “W hy  weren’t  the tactics of 
the October Revolution used in  Ger­
many?”

A nsw er: “ The same tactics were 
used ( ! )  and the w ork ing  class to 
day ( !  !) stands on the threshold 
o f a Soviet Germany ( !  ! ! ) .

B u t the baseless slanders and 
pompous boastings w i l l  no t ava il. 
The league and pa rty  members are 
beginning to th in k  and investigate. 
The tru th  of the p la tfo rm  o f the 
L e ft  Opposition is  s if t in g  through

pro trude his Communism and run  
the chance o f antagonizing the con­
servative delegates.

Warn Against Revolution
Werg one to judge fro m  the firs t 

few  speeches made a t the confer­
ence the conclusion would be a l­
most inevitab le  th a t the  delegates 
were meeting fo r the purpose of 
preventing a revo lu tion  in  the U n i­
ted States. The more conservative 
element a t the conference, led by 
M aliony, m ayor o f St. P au l and 
Judge W irds, had the floo r fo r  most 
o f the f irs t session. They testified 
to the ferm ent ex is ting  amongst the 
c ity  workers and farm ers, especially 
the la tte r, and warned the dele­
gates th a t unless a Farm er-Labor 
p a rty  is organized a v io len t revo lu­
tion  would resu lt. I t  would be un­
fa ir  to  the other delegates to state 
th a t the conference m et fo r  tha t 
purpose.

There were many sinecre elements 
anxious to  fu r th e r the in terests of 
the workers and farm ers. These 
honest elements ac tu a lly  believe 
th a t a Labor p a rty  is the in s tru ­
ment by wh ich the Am erican w o rk­
ers and farm ers w i l l  u ltim a te ly  free 
themselves from  the yoke o f cap ita l­
ism. They w i l l  liv e , to see the day 
when the Labor p a rty  w i l l  be the 
instrum ent o f saving cap ita lism  and 
not o f destroying it .

Postpone Organization
I t  was recognized by the delegates 

th a t to proceed to  fo rm  a Labor 
party, a t the conference would be

p a rty
w ith o u t fa rm ers o r laborers. N o t a 
single union was represented olii- 
d a ily .  Here the “ sensible”  decision 
was a rrived  a t to in s tru c t the Na­
tion a l Committee fo r  the ensuing 
year to  ca rry  on propaganda in  
favo r o f a Labor p a rty  and ca ll a 
la rger conference to  organize one. 
One can rest assured th a t i f  and 
when a rea l labo r .p a rty  is  organ 
ized the people present a t th is  con 
ference w i l l  have very l i t t le  to  do 
w ith  it .  The trade union burocrats 
w i l l  no t pe rm it the two-by-four in ­
te llectua ls  to run  the show fo r  
them.

In  spite o f its  non-representative 
character i t  would be a m istake to 
disregard the conference en tire ly . 
The economic and p o lit ic a l s itua ­
tion  is such th a t a Farm er-Labor 
p a rty  may be a serious possib ility  
w ith in  the near fu tu re . The con­
ference may o r may not be the 
embryo o f the fu tu re  Labor party. 
In  the past many such conferences 
were called by Labor pa rty  enthu­
siasts. N o th ing came of them. The 
same resu lt m ay fo llow  the present 
conference. B u t th a t is hard ly  
like ly . The inev itab le  fa ilu re  of 
the N a tiona l Recovery A c t to ap­
preciably am eliorate the condition 
o f the w ork ing  class, w i l l  s tim u­
la te  the movement fo r  independent 
p o litica l action  and the trade union 
burocracy m ay ye t be draw n in to  
the movement i f  fo r  no other reason 
than as a milestone around the 
neck o f the p ro le ta ria t.

Exclude Communist Party
The spectre o f the Communist 

p a rty  hovered over the conference. 
The ho ttest discussion o f the whole 
conference revolved around the 
question o f pe rm itting  the Com­
m un ist p a rty  and its  a ffilia ted  o r­
ganizations to enter in to  a feder­
ated Labor pa rty . The organiza­
tio n  com m ittee recommended th a t 
a l l labor and p o lit ic a l organiza­
tions th a t are genuinely interested 
be in v ited  to  pa rtic ip a te  in  the 
fo rm ation  o f a Labor pa rty . The 
conservative elements led by P ro­
fessor Douglas insisted upon an 
amendment specifically exclud ing 
the Communist p a rty  and its  a u x il­
ia ry  organizations. The amendment 
was lost. The professor, urged on 
by B e rt M il le r  fo rm erly  o f the 
Lovestoneites, thereupon introduced 
a reso lu tion recommending th a t 
the incom ing na tiona l committee 
exclude the Communist p a rty  and 
th is  m otion was carried  by a  slen­
der m a jo rity .

The S ta lin is ts  have sown the 
w in d  and are now reaping the 
w h ir lw in d . T h e ir  unbridled’ name­
ca llin g  and absurd slanders have 
created a s itua tion  .where the reac­
tion a ry  leaders appear to have 
some ju s tifica tio n  in  th e ir  c la im  
th a t the Com m unist p a rty  s im p ly 
d isrupts and destroys. The re fo rm ­
ists g loat over the opportun ity  to 
show up the decisive tactics o f the 
S ta lin is t leadership. T h a t the re­
actionaries succeeded in  pu tting  
through th e ir  reso lu tion on ly  by a 
few votes shows conclusively th a t 
an in te llig e n tly  led Communist p a rty  
would have so much influence w ith  
the rank and file  th a t the reaction­
aries would no t dare bar i t  from  
any w ork ing  class conference. Th is 
does no t im p ly  th a t the Communist 
p a rty  should pa rtic ipa te  in  the o r­
ganization of a  Labor party . On 
the con tra ry  i t  should’ po in t out to 
the workers th a t a Labor p a rty  can­
not solve th e ir  problems. The deci­
sion to exclude the pa rty

say noth ing of the 3-8 ya rd  con­
tra s tin g ), a l l fo r  15 cents (coins 
p re fe rred ). To make th is  adorable 
costume, "pure  dye s ilks  are the 
most sa tis facto ry”  although, Anne 
tips you off, "a  well-dyed wool 
would look good too” . Pure op­
po rtun ism ! Why n o t make i t  up 
out of im ported ch iffon  velvet, or 
c lo th ' o f go ld trim m ed w ith  erm ­
ine? We pass the suggestion on 
to the W orker ed itor. O r w hat’s 
the m atter w ith  po lka dotted satin  
which, B e ttina  Bedwell of the 
D u lly  News cables, is being “ used 
fo r  sports clothes a t Cannes and 
Monte Carlo” ?

Then those menus. More care 
should re a lly  be taken in  ge tting  
them up. Wheateua fo r breakfast 
is  a l l  r ig h t once in  a w h ile , bu t 
there is noth ing lik e  braised k id ­
neys w e ll done, w ith  Duchesse pot­
atoes. N or have we ye t seen a re­
ference to how to prepare ¡Shep­
herd's Pie a la  ilohenstuffen . A ny­
body even a D a ily  W o rk «  reader, 
who has had to stand the slops o f 
the re lie f kitchens wouldn ’t  hesitate 

m inute— we’l l  wager— between 
Hathaw ay's potted shoulder and 
our squabs en casserole w ith  noo­
dles a la Neapolitan on the side 
(bake in  a m oderately slow oven 
about 20 minutee o r u n t il crumbs 
are w e ll brow ned). And w hat 
about cakes? A re  they orphans? 
Can a re a lly  good meal be eaten 
w ithou t them? We c a ll H a thaw ay’s 
a tten tion  to the possib ilities of 
Chocolate M arshm allow  R o ll w ith  
B a ltim ore  F il l in g  and Caramel 
F rosting . Jus t de lic ious!

O r Newhouse on sports. N o t 
bad, on ly he doesn’t  go ta r  enough 
Keen s tu ff sometimes, bu t not deep 
enough. Take A ugust 16: “ Tennis 
is the one m a jo r sport reg istering 
progressive tendencies. Tw o years 
ago Helen W ill is  Moody blazed the 
t ra il by appearing w ith o u t stockings 
a t Forest H ills  and las t season 
Bunny A ustin  staked ou t his pion­
eer's c la im  by wearing shorts on 
court. A lthough the D e libera ting  
Body of the West Side Tennis Club 
deliberated m ild ly  against the p r in ­
cip le  of shorts, mass pressure by 
lady players w ith  presentable stems 
caused, a reversal of decision.”  
Gruuifed the mass pressure. B u t 
where was the party?  Where was 
the Central Committee? D id  i t  do 
anyth ing to raise th is  movement to 
a h igher, p o lit ic a l level? I f  i t  did, 
Newhouse ce rta in ly  fa ils  to  men­
tion  it .  I t ’s l i t t le  slips lik e  th is  
th a t keep the Sports Column out 
o f tune w ith  the rest o f the paper. 
Bear in  m ind w ha t comrade B row ­
der once w ro te : "A  Bolshevik paper 
should be a Bolshevik paper.”  (Col­
lected W orks, Vol. IX ,  page 318.) 
T ha t’s ju s t as t r ie  today as when 
i t  was w ritten .

F in a lly , good old Doc Lu ttinger. 
We don’t  w ant to appear to  be

Strike Lessons on 
Pacific Coast

carp ing critics , bu t science is sci­
ence, and i t  ought to  be exact.
Take his advice to “ G ertrude”  on 
August 24: "S ix  dry prunes have
often a laxa tive  effect on the bow- Los Angeles. _ I t  ls saa to have 
els o f some persons. ls  th a t w ha t to w l.jte you the workers on 
Gertrude wanted to know? W e s tr ik e  a^ ilin s t Golden Bros. M illin -  
douht i t .  W hat effect would they sll01) WCre defeated, 
have on her? A nd then again, sup- ' . . . .  . . .  . . .
pose the prunes are wet, w h a t then? bravery o f the s trike rs , th e ir
He should be more concrete and im h ta “ c.v on the p icket lines th e ir
give illu s tra tio n s . Thus, in  reply- ™uraf  b#for? the clubs af  sa| 's 
ing to W. J. C. on T rigo n itis -V e r- a degenerate group of police, the 
um ontanitis, he says th a t “ ge tting  ^ ‘ t  »umber o f arrests bravely en
sexually excited w ith o u t com pletion; !\1L 111 ™ . . *1. - ..  .. J . „  able to overcome the objective fac to f the act aggravates the condition” . ' . . .  . . ,,,,, o f the s tr ike  being forced on the

Now th a t’s a lways been a d is - j  workers in  the off season and the 
puted po in t in  scientific circles and subjective condition o f weakness 
ought to  be m otivated more funda- in  the Trade Union U n ity  Leaugc 
m enta lly, i t  seems to  us. O r the . officialdom. (T o  grace them  w ith  
rep ly to  J. S .: “ Your fr ie n d  is | the name o f "leaders”  would be 
unduly alarmed. N early  e ve ry , sheer violence of the la tte r  te rm ), 
young, unm arried person m asturb -l V ic to ry  could have been won, even 
ates. Those who deny it ,  lie  in  the ! (hough the s trike  took place in  the
m a jo rity  of cases. Unless i t  is in ­
dulged in  too often, ne ither the 
m ind nor the body are im paired.”  
Well, w ha t w ould you ca ll “ too 
often” ? I t  strikes us th a t th is  is 
the nub o f the problem. T ru th  a l­
ways being concrete, some experi­
ences should be draw n on. Maybe 
the Polbureau of the pa rty  ought 
to be perm itted its  say on the m at­
ter. O r perhaps a happy medium 
could be found in  the fo rm u la : N o t 
too much and not too lit t le .  In  any 
case, i f  you re a lly  w an t to get to 
the masses, you've got to be more 
precise.

Ourselves, we’re inclined to the 
opinion voiced by M ichael Broun 
(o r i$ i t  Hey wood Gold? AVe fo r ­
get w h ich ), the new colum nist of 
the Dally W « k e r  in  its  September 
1 issue: “ You have to read' the 
tabs to get the rea l lowdown on how 
the other h a lf lives. Really, though 
i t  smells so bad, one should ho ld  
one’s nose and study li fe  in  the 
m illio na ire  slums. L e t’s be scien­
t if ic .”  Now we know w hy Verne 
Sm ith le ft  the D a ily  W orker to go 
to M oscow: He couldn’t  hold his 
nose! B u t as to being scientific, 
by a ll m eans! — t. n.

slack season, bu t fo r  the passiv ity 
and le tha rgy  in  the general a c t iv it ­
ies— a condition due to the actions 
o f the apparatus o f the T. U. 
U. L . and no t the s tr ike rs  them­
selves.

The chairm an o f the s trike  com­
mittee, comrade Louis Meyers ins is t 
ed on a more m ilita n t a ttitude, 
bu t to no ava il, as a resu lt scabs 
manned the shops.

A fte r much e ffort, comrade Mey­
ers succeeded in  securing w hat 
amounted to a li t le  more than a 
verbal agreement w ith  h is views.

In  spite of its  weaknesses, the 
s tr ike  has created 'a  tra d itio n  in 
Los Angeles. To a ll workers, p a r t i­
c u la r ly  needleworkers, i t  showed 
how even the most b ru ta l o f police 
te rro r can be fought. Smashed, p ic­
ket lines were reformed. J a il d id  
not daunt. In  th is  m anner strikes 
are w o n ; not in  the class collabora­
tion  of the conservative trade un­
ion fakers.

A  storm  o f s trikes, in  the needle 
trades above a ll, is in  the offing. 
The firs t strikes, the forerunners, 
are a lready here. The NTW ITJ is 
conducting a number of sm all s t r ik ­
es. The Am algamated C loth ing

Cracks in N .R .A . Structure
The NR  A, as a m achinery of re- • ions in  spite o f its  demagogic class- 

covery, is  one o f those m arvels co llabora tion is t pretenses.

the he ight o f absurd ity. I t  would w ha t is  in  store fo r  i t  in  any con- should be expected.

ference called fo r  the purpose of 
dealing w ith  w o rk ing  class prob­
lems.

Issues U nclear
U n fo rtuna te ly  no one made the 

issue clear to the delegates. W hat 
was necessary was someone to  ex­
p la in  .th a t the reactionaries are 
tak in g  advantage o f the p a rty  lead­
ersh ip to set a precedent. I t  was 
necessary to po in t ou t the d iffe r­
ence between the offic ia l pa rty  and 
the expelled groups and to in s is t 
th a t in  spite o f the d is rup tive  tac­
tics  o f Communist pa rty  leadership 
the p a rty  represents an im portan t 
section o f the Am erican workers 
and should not on ly be pe rm itted  to  
jo in  bu t in v ited  to  do so. G itlow  
was very  weak. W eisbord was not 
effective. The non-Communists 
made a good fig h t in  th e ir  own re­
fo rm is t w ay bu t could not overcome 
the fea r o f and the h o s tility  to the 
offic ia l pa rty .

Sentim ent on the N a tiona l Recov­
e ry  A c t was divided. The more 
conservative delegates saw good1 in  
i t  and wanted to g ive President 
Roosevelt a chance. W hy these de­
legates who have hope in  the N. 
R . A . should a t th is  tim e be in te r­
ested in  a Labor p a rty  is somewhat 
o f a m ystery. P robably they figure 
th a t a Labor p a rty  should be o r­
ganized fo r  the purpose o f he lp ing 
Roosevelt pu t the N. R. A. over. 
To cu t the discussion short the m at­
te r  was referred to  the incom ing 
na tiona l committee.

T ru a x  representing the Unem­
ployed Leagues o f Ohio, in  the clos­
ing  session and d u rin g  the discus­
sion on the N. R. A . pa the tica lly  
asked: “ I f  you go on record in  
fa v o r o f the N. R. A. how can I  
go hack to face the unemployed 
who are starving? A nd w ha t sha ll 
I  te l l  them th a t yon accomplished 
in  the tw o days o f you r confer­
ence?”

Poor T ru a x ! He has yet to learn 
th a t ou t o f a .conference o f about 
a hundred and f i f ty  delegates where 
there are on ly tw o  rea l workers and 

shows tw o  rea l fa rm ers no th ing much
—A. V .

o f Am erican technique, like  the 
ninety-day ships b u ilt  d u rin g  the 
w a r o r the flim sy mass-production 
houses p u t up du rin g  a boom, w h ich  
is as astounding fo r the speed o f 
its  construction as fo r  its  make­
sh ift, je r ry -b u ilt  character. W hile  
the house is  s t i l l  being p u t up, the 
cracks are a lready appearing in  its  
w alls. B are ly  tw o  months a fte r 
the act was passed w h ich  created 
the NRA, and on the eve o f another 
Bamnmcsque pu b lic ity  campaign 
intended to w h ip  up enthusiasm fo r  
it ,  we can say th a t the M arx ian  
analysis o f the fu t i l i t y  o f such de­
vices is already being borne out by 
the bourgeoisie who w i l l  no t stop a t 
the concrete facts. T h is  means th a t 
the bourgeoisie w i l l  not stop a t tlie  
present stage o f its  e fforts to clim b 
out o f the cris is  on the backs o f the 
workers. As one stage a fte r the 
other proves insufficient, i t  w i l l  put 
more and more pressure to bear. 
Correspondingly, the resistance o f 
the workers w i l l  need to be ever 
more aggressive and better organ­
ized.

In  the present stage of the bour­
geois offensive, the basic strategy 
is to concentrate and coordinate 
economic and p o lit ic a l power 
through increasing State in terven­
tion, to  w in  the suppoilt o f the 
broad masses fo r th is  program  by 
demagogic b lu ff, and to avoid sharp 
challenges and irrevocable deci­
sions. T h a t is why no decisive 
answer has been given to the ques­
tion  o f in fla tion , w hy no action has 
been taken on the im posing public 
works program  invo lv ing  the ex­
penditure o f 3,300 m illio n  dollars, 
w hy  the “ spread-work”  program  
and the levelling-down o f the h igh­
e r wage scales have been disguised 
as m axim um  hours and m im im um  
wages, and w hy the strugg le against 
aggressive trade-union organization 
has been disguised as a concession 
in  favo r o f “ co llective barga in ing” .

The o ffic ia l ju s tifica tio n  fo r  th is  
course is th a t purchasing power 
w i l l  thus be increased, and th is  in 
tu rn  w i l l  increase production and 
consequently employment.

The beginnings o f the breakdown 
o f th is  policy, and the like lihood 
th a t the bourgeoisie w i l l  have to 
resort to more d rastic  measures, 
are shown in  the  fo llow ing  devel­
opments :

1. The ambiguous character o f 
the governmental po licy is shown 
by the fa c t th a t tw o  im p o rtan t o f­
fic ia ls  have resigned from  the NR A 
fo r  exactly  opposite reasons, one 
fro m  the  le ft  and the other from  
the r ig h t ;  M ary  Van Kleeck as a 
lib e ra l social w orker because not 
enough concessions were being made 
to  labor, D udley Cates because la ­
bor was rece iv ing too many con­
cessions in  the  so-called r ig h t to 
"co llective barga in ing” .

2. The nation-w ide wave o f 
strikes w h ich greeted the N R A  and 
has continued to  develop u n t il i t  
now embraces hundreds of thou­
sands o f workers shows th a t the 
elemental needs o f the working- 
class w h ich  are incom patible w ith  
the N R A  are expressing themselves 
in  spite o f the bourgeois ideology 
represented by the N R A  humbug 
w h ich  is being pumped in to  them 
by a ll the  agencies o f the bour­
geois state. Faced w ith  the  re a lit­
ies o f the s tr ik e  movement, the 
state has no choice b u t to  discard 
the b lu ff o f im p a rtia lity , and breaks 
up  picket lines, shoots workers, dis-

3. F o r its  part, too, the capi­
ta lis t  class wants something more 
substantia l than b lu ff. On the 
promise o f in lla tio n  and energetic 
government action, i t  speculates in  
securities and commodities, and in ­
creased production even though 
the re ’ was no im m ediate ou tle t fo r  
the new products and they had fio 
go to f i l l  up  depleted stocks instead 
o f in to  consumption. F o r the past 
month and a ha lf, however, th is  
movement has been stopped. Steel 
production, fo r  example, w h ich 
reached 59 percent o f capacity in  
the m iddle o f Ju ly , is  now down 
to 42 percent, a lthough i t  usua lly  
increases a t th is  tim e o f year. The 
stock m arket has been going down 
steadily fo r over two weeks. W heat 
is now 85 cents a bushel instead 
o f $1.02 as i t  was in  Ju ly . The 
cap ita lis ts  w i l l  not continue a fake 
boom based on hopes alone.

4. The banks have not p a rtic i­
pated in  the speculative expansion 
program  called fo r by Roosevelt. 
On the con tra ry, they have been 
reducing th e ir outstanding credits, 
paying off th e ir  own loans, bu ild ­
ing up th e ir  reserves, and reducing 
not only the am ount o f currency 
but also the am ount of bank c red it 
in  c ircu la tion . A t  the Am erican 
Bankers Association convention ju s t 
finished, they were urged by gov­
ernment spokesmen to loosen up and 
lend more money. Behind a ll th e ir 
d ip lom atic  and evasive speeches 
was the defin ite po licy o f m aking 
Roosevelt show his fu l l  hand, not 
on ly promises and possib ilities, bu t 
a clear statem ent as to  in fla tion , 
before they w ould jo in  the NR A 
procession.

Under a l l  th is  pressure i t  is  to  
be expected th a t Roosevelt w i l l  
drive, fo rw a rd  tow ard  in fla tio n  in  
a fa r  more decisive m anner than 
heretofore. So fa r, the resu lt has 
been, a steady advance in  prices, 
which is the same as in fla tio n  so 
fa r  as the w orker is  concerned be­
cause i t  means a rise in  the cost 
o f liv in g  and a low ering  of rea l 
wages. B u t so long as the  actual 
m achinery o f in fla tio n  has not been 
pu t in to  action, th a t is, by actua l 
m an ipu la tion  o f the amount o f cu r­
rency and c red it in  c ircu la tio n  fo r  
the d ire c t purpose o f ra is ing  prices, 
the k in d  o f “ in fla tio n ”  w h ich  has 
occurred so fa r  is not permament. 
When the cap ita lis ts  find  th a t there 
is  no m arke t fo r  th e ir  increased 
production, they w i l l  have to  reduce 
th e ir  prices. In  order to  keep 
prices ris ing , more money has to 
be pumped in to  c ircu la tio n  by a r t i­
fic ia l means, and th is  is the  k ind  
o f in fla tion , in  the  s tr ic te r sense, 
w h ich  s t i l l  lies before us.

I t  is  to be assumed th a t Roose­
v e lt w i l l  continue to  proceed in  
the  same k in d  o f evasive, ten ta tive, 
two-tseps-forward-and-one-back man­
ner in  w h ich  he has been going so 
fa r. Probably, a fte r the b ig  b a lly ­
hoo campaign to  m obilize the  con­
sumers fo r  the N R A  has -come and 
gone, there w i l l  be an im pressive 
announcement th a t hundreds o f 
m illions, o r  even b illions, o f pub lic  
w orks have been qu ie tly  prepared 
d u rin g  a l l  th is  tim e, th a t the blue­
p rin ts  are now ready, and th a t a l l 
the orders w i l l  be released a t once. 
T h is  w i l l  invo lve  load ing up  the 
banks w ith  government bonds, and 
thus fo rc in g  them to  expand th e ir  
investments. A f te r  huge issues o f 
government bonds have fa iled  to 
provide a substantia l founda tion

W orkers has s truck the K urtzm an  
C loth ing Co. The In te rn a tion a l 
Ladies Garm ent W orkers Union is 
p lanning a general s tr ik e  and has 
been waging a series of m inor s tr ike  
battles in  th is  s itua tion  i t  becomes 
yet more im portan t fo r the 1. U. W. 
L . members to  f in a lly  learn too th a t 
the place o f the L e ft w ing  is w ith in  
the mass unions.

To the s tr ike rs  out now and to 
those who are yet to s trike , the 
workers of Golden Bros, shop have 
tau gh t lessons th a t we hope w i l l  
not go unheeded.

A lthough the s trike  has been 
called off, rearguard battles remain 
to be fought. These are the s trug ­
gles fo r  the free ing of the s trike rs  
arrested on the vicious anti-p icket, 
ing ordinance, a piece of legislation 
aimed to m a in ta in  Los Angeles as 
the pru le  and jo y  o f employers.

These tr ia ls  are now going on. 
F irs t  results have not been good. 
Tw o workers were fined $20 each. 
Two g ir l s trike rs , E ls ie Meyers and' 
.Sally Wegdorow, have been lined 
$50 or 25 days in  ja il.  T h is  case 
has been appealed. Three g ir ls  
are going on t r ia l  now.

T h is fight, cannot rem ain solely 
in  the courtrom . Behind the v ic ­
tim ized s tr ike rs  a ll o f Los Angeles 
labor must be mobilized.

The figh t against the antl-pieket- 
ing ordinance concerns every w o rk ­
er who is ever going to s trike  
whether he o r she Is in  a union a f­
filia ted  w ith  the Trade Union U n ity  
League, the A. F. o f L., the A m al­
gamated C lo th ing W orkers, o r inde­
pendent unions. For workers to 
s tr ik e  w ith o u t p icke t lines is like  
soldiers m arching to w a r w ith o u t 
fire  arms.

Around (he r ig h t to s trike  and 
to p icket a broad un ited fro n t can 
be formed. The acute need o f the 
moment fo r  a l l w orkers is the 
w inn ing  o f th is  rig h t. The most 
im portan t ingred ient o f successful 
s trikes is strong picket lines. The 
an ti-p icke ting  ordinance stands in  
the way.

O nly action by the workers can 
remove th is  anti-p idke^ing o rd in ­
ance, not legal argum entation before 
the bosses’ courts. Authough th is  
la tte r  angle must, not bo ignored, 
the fo llo w in g  must be driven deep 
In to  the consciousness o f s t ir r in g  
Los Angeles la b o r : “ Only un ited 
action by the workers can do away 
w ith  the an ti-p icke ting  ordinance, 
and open the road to h igher wages, 
shorter hours and better condi­
tions '”  — C. C.

criminates against Left wing tm-' for an upswing in business, the

T.U.U.L. Disrupts 
Doll Strike

The sad pass w h ich  S ta lin ism  has 
reached is c lea rly  m anifested in  
the D o ll and Toy W orkers ’ s trike . 
The toy p a rt o f the industry , where 
the S ta lin is ts  have a sm all fo o t­
hold, is to ld  by them no t to  jo in  
in  the general s trike . They d id  
th is  f irs t  w ith  leaflets, (d is tribu te d  
by members o f the Young Commun­
is t League) and then w ith  fists.

They used members o f the Com­
m unist p a rty  and of the Unem ploy­
ed Cduncil to atack and c u t up 
union pickets of the Gong B e ll Toy 
Shop a t 200 5th Avenue, N. Y. C. 
G iord in i, president of the Toy and 
D o ll W orkers (paper) Union, was 
in  the shop urg ing the workers not 
to jo in  the s tr ike  when members 
o f the A. F. o f L . union came to 
p u ll the shop down. I t  was then 
th a t the a ttack  began. One o f the 
pickets o f the A. F. of L. union was 
cut so badly as to require m edical 
a tten tion.

T h is  action on the p a rt o f the 
S ta lin is ts  is s trikebreaking, no m at­
te r w hat the in tentions. T h is  ac­
tion  is to be doubly condemned as 
dragging the name o f Ccunmunism 
in  the mud, and playing in to  the 
hands of the A. F. of L . reaction­
aries. The reform ists of the A. F. 
o f L . can now get up on the p la t­
fo rm  a t s tr ike  headquarters and 
te ll the workers th a t Communists 
are strikebreakers and to have 
no th ing to do w ith  th e m ; and, in  
fact, to beat them up wherever they 
meet them. T h is g rea tly  hinders 
any w o rk  o f contacting fo r  the 
Communist movement and endan­
gers the  w o rk  of bu ild in g  a L e f t  
w ing  w ith in  the union. A l l  a t­
tempts to expose F a ru lla  and 
Cannon are almost worth less fo r 
a w h ile , thanks to the c rim ina l 
blunders o f the  S ta lin is ts .

W orkers, be on you r guard against 
those who atack the Communists. 
Exam ine th e ir  deeds, and see i f  the 
a ttacks are no t to  cover up th e ir  
c r im in a l po licy o f se lling out the  
s tr ike  la s t year, and, then, a fte r 
being kicked ou t o f office and union, 
going to the  A. F . o f L . and ge tting  
a cha rte r w ith o u t the consent- o f 
the un ion membership. Judge these 
leaders by th e ir  actions and deeds 
and not by th e ir  words. To th a t 
end’, see th a t the s trike , settlement, 
and shop committees func tion  so 
th a t the leaders (whom  wc did  not 
elect are checked up. F ina lly , 
elections o f officers on the basis o f 
th e ir  w o rk  w ith in  the s trike , should 
be cared fo r  when the s tr ik e  is 
settled. —A DOLL WORKER.

means provided fo r  in  the in fla tio n  
act w ould be u tilized , no doub t: 
Federal Reserve cred its  would be 
expanded, new currency issued, 
and fin a lly  perhaps, as a las t irre - 

J vocable step, the  d o lla r m igh t be 
cu t down to h a lf Its  go ld  content.

Every one o f these steps, Insofar 
and fo r  as long as i t  has any e f­
fect, w i l l  resu lt in  ra is ing  the  cost 
o f liv in g , and thus c u tt in g  the rea l 
wages, o f the w orker— a p a rt from  
the rest o f the ca p ita lis t offensive 
in  cu ttin g  re lie f, cu ttin g  school 
budgets, speeding-up labor, etc.

—B. J. F I ELD.



Discussion on the German Defeat
The a rtic le  appearing below is  

another con tribu tion  to  the d is­
cussion on the problems of the 
German s itua tion  a fte r  the v ic ­
to ry  o f Fascism. The views ex­
pressed are those o f the w r ite r . 
Comrades are in v ited  to p a rtic i­
pate in  th is  discussion bu t th e ir  
con tribu tion  should be lim ite d  to 
about 700 words.— Ed.
In  the New Republic o f J u ly  5 

there appeared an a rtic le  by com­
rade T ro tsky  en titled  “ The German 
Catastrophe”  (rep rin ted  in  the 
M il ita n t)  w h ich  subjected the pol­
icy  o f the Centra l Comimttee of the 
C. P. and the C. I .  to a c r it ic a l an­
alysis. The substance o f th is  docu­
ment was th a t the fa ilu re  of the 
C. P. and the Social Democracy to 
fo rm  a un ited  fro n t, and the fa i l­
ure of the C. P. G. to propose it ,  
was responsible fo r  the catastrophe. 
W ith  the substance o f th is  c r it ic ­
ism, lim ite d  as i t  m ust be w ith in  
the coniines of a short a rtic le , we 
have no argum ent. B u t th is  ex­
p lanation  does no t go fa r  enough 
and to the root of things. The 
reader gets the impression tha t the 
leaders of the C. P. G. were free 
agents acting in  accordance w ith  
the dictates o f th e ir  own judgm ent 
w h ich proved to be erroneous. The 
leaders of German Communism act­
ed as they d id  not m erely because 
th e ir  judgm ent was poor bu t be­
cause they consented to become pup­
pets of the ex is ting  fo re ign po licy 
of S ta lin ism . They had received 
orders from  Moscow to offer only 
a d ila to ry  opposition o r passive re ­
sistance but no serious struggle 
against H itle r .  W ha t proof is 
there fo r  these assertions? And 
w hat were the motives fo r ju s t i fy ­
ing  th is  policy?

The organs of the L. O. noticed 
the strange silence o f the C. I .  fo r  
months preceding the events of 
M arch 5, they called a tten tion  to 
its  fa ilu re  to fu rn is h  p o lit ic a l as­
sistance and to the fa ilu re  o f the 
C. P. G. to make adequate defense 
preparations. The C. P. U. S. A. 
also ignored appeals from  the L . O. 
fo r  action on the German crisis. 
These were the outw ard symptoms 
of the cris is  in  the C. I .

Were these features and events 
mere accidents and oversights on 
the pa rt o f the S talin ists? We know 
th a t in  po litics  there are no acci­
dents o r oversights— not where 
m a jo r polic ies are concerned. We 
believe the answer is to be found in  
the changed fore ign po licy o f the 
C. P. S. U. F rom  a p a rty  com m it­
ted to the prom otion of w o rld  rev­
o lu tio n  i t  has degenerated in to  a 
p a rty  o f na tiona l Socialism . In  o r­
der to establish th is  hypothesis we 
in v ite  the consideration of the fo l­
low ing facts.

I t  is common knowledge th a t an 
iso lated w orkers ’ revo lu tiona ry  
government operating under the 
discussion o f a p a rty  com m itted to 
a po licy o f w o rld  revo lu tion  m ust 
o f necessity have d iff ic u lt and 
s tra ined  re la tions w ith  c a p ita lis t 
powers, who, when they are not 
conspiring a c tive ly  to  destroy id- 
are pro testing  aga inst the “ ou t­
rages” , th a t a fo re ign  pa rty , 1. e. 
the C. P. S. U. should be conducting 
propaganda on th e ir  te r r ito ry  
through an affilia ted  organization, 
the C. I .  Hence, since the te rm ina ­
tion  of the active in te rven tion is t 
program  the ca p ita lis t w o rld  pow­
ers have demanded the cessation 
by the S. U. o f Communist propa­
ganda on th e ir  so il. In  the langu­
age of diplom acy th is  means the 
suppression o f the C. I .  Depending 
upon various s itua tion  in  the in te r­
na tiona l fie ld  they have threatened 
to break off re lations, have refused 
to sign trade agreements, treaties, 
extend loans, guarantee credits as 
long as the C. I .  was an active 
th re a t to  th e ir  existtnee. The So­
v ie t diplom acy countered W ith the 
argum ent th a t i t  was not responsi­
ble fo r  the actions o f the C. I .  and 
th a t no Soviet government agency 
was engaged in  any hostile  action 
on fo re ign soil. M r. Henderson, 
B r it is h  fo re ign  m in is te r to m ention 
on ly  one case, refused to  accept 
th is  contention ins is ting  th a t the 
S. U. was responsible fo r  the acts 
o f the C. I., w h ich he considered 
a propaganda arm  o f the Soviets. 
He in form ed the Soviet Union th a t 
i f  the C. I .  engaged in  propaganad 
ojj B r it is h  so il re la tions between 
the tw o countries w ould again be 
broken. As long as Len in  and T ro t­
sky were leading the C. P. S. U. 
th is  demand fo r  suppression o f the 
C. I .  was energetica lly  resisted. 
B u t w ith  the death of Lenin, the 
expulsion o f the L . O., the slow ing 
down of w orld  revo lu tion  and the 
rise  o f the policies o f na tiona l so­
cia lism , the S ta lin is t leadership of 
the C. P. S. U. has g ra du a lly  y ie ld ­
ed to the pressure o f w o rld  im per­
ia lis t  powers. The benefit o f an 
active in te rna tiona l center coordin­
a tin g  the ac tiv ities  of the parties 
was considered as ins ign ifican t com­
pared to  the benefits o f recognition 
trade and credits. The be lie f grad­
u a lly  grew up among the S ta lin is t 
bureaucracy th a t one o r the  other 
would have to be sacrificed. The
O. I.  was, o f course, sacrificed and 
w ith  i t  the in te rna tiona l concep­
tion  th a t the fa te  o f the Soviet 
Union was bound up w ith  the fa te  
o f the w orld  p ro le ta ria t. The

theory  w h ich the S ta lin is t school 
o f na tiona l socialism advanced, of­
f ic ia lly  and unoffic ia lly , may be ex- 
presed as fo llo w s :

The mere existence of th© S. U. 
is a beacon lig h t to the w o rld  pro­
le ta ria t. I f  the S. U. can ob ta in  a 
breath ing space fo r a number o f 
years du ring  w h ich unru ffled , peace­
fu l re la tions, loans, trade, etc., 
can be established w ith  the capi­
ta lis t w o rld  powers then fu llfledged  
socialism -can be developed w ith in  
teh Soviet Union. The resu ltan t 
socia list construction w i l l  be a 
great in sp ira tion  to the oppressed 
p ro le ta ria t, who w i l l  then, seeing 
a finished socia list s truc tu re  as an 
objective re a lity , be on ly too w i l l ­
ing  to overthrow  th e ir  bourgeoisie. 
W hat sha ll the p ro le ta ria t do in  
the meantime? In  the meantime 
the C. 1’ . S. U. abandons its  o rig ­
in a l program  of w o rld  revo lu tion. 
In  fact, the p ro le ta ria t o f other 
countries must m ark tim e not 
even attem pt to seize power because 
th is  would d is tu rb  the Soviet capi­
ta lis t  peaceful cohabitation. In  
fact fo r  the tim e being, the w orid  
p ro le ta ria t m ust be prepared to 
sacrifice its  h is to ric  m ission— the 
overth row  o f cap ita lism  fo r the 
sake of the “ upbu ild ing  of social­
ism in  the Soviet U n ion” .

These argum ents have no t an 
io ta  in  common w ith  Leninism . 
The w a r scare w h ich  the S ta lin is ts  
use to ju s t i fy  th e ir  po licy is strange­
ly  s im ila r to th a t used by the Ger­
man social democracy in  1918. When 
a fte r the German Revolution they 
were called upon by the workers 
to establish a workers government 
and come to the assistance o f the 
Russian revo lution, they replied in  
these w o rd s : “ I f  we come to the 
assistance o f the German p ro le ta r­
ia t and establish a workers gov­
ernment the a llies  w i l l  m arch in to  
Germany and occupy B erlin . Thus 
a ll the achievements o f the German 
revo lu tion  w i l l  be destroyed. I t  is 
therefore much safer and more cer­
ta in  to fo llow  the slow  but peaceful 
path to socialism o f the W eim ar 
C onstitu tion .”  Now we can under­
stand the silence «of the C. I .  be­
fore and a fte r  the coup d 'e ta t. Now 
we can understand the passiv ity  
of the C. P. G. The German w o rk ­
ing  class and w ith  i t  the hopes o f 
the w o rld  p ro le ta ria t were sacrificed 
fo r  years to come, so th a t the S ta lin  
bureaucracy m igh t nurse its  i l lu ­
sory hope of peace calm and qu ie t 
liv in g  together w ith  w orld1 cap ita l­
ism.

The F u tu re  o f the C. I .
F rom  the S ta lin is t course o f a 

ha lf-liqu ida ted  In te rn a tio n a l there 
arises a three fo ld  danger:

1. I f  the Soviet Union should be 
re a lly  threatened w ith  w ar, in te r­
vention o r both, the danger is tha t 
the workers of the various im p o rt­
an t countries w i l l  not respond w ith  
the same enthusiasm to the slogan 
o f defending the W orkers Republic 
as they have heretofor. These

workers w i l l  argue th a t the C. I .  
and fh'e C. P. S. U. remained silent 
w h ile  Fascism ro lled  over our o r­
ganizations and broke the backbone 
of our movement fo r  libe ra tion . W hy 
sohuld we break our heads fo r  the 
S ta lin is ts  when the Soviet Union, 
manned by S talin ism , finds itse lf 
encircled by w o rld  im peria lism ?

N a tu ra lly  from  the standpo in t of 
the I.  L . O. such a v iew po in t would 
be calam itous and the L . O. would 
active ly  resist it .  B u t the danger 
nevertheless exists th a t such cu r­
rents are lik e ly  to  make themselves 
fe lt  w ide ly . The I .  L . O. m ust take 
measures to fo re s ta ll the poss ib ility  
of such phenomena.

2. There is  another danger—th a t 
o f passivity. M any Communist- 
m inded workers w i l lose fa ith , be 
cause o f the in a c tiv ity  of the C. I., 
in  a l l revo lu tiona ry  movements and 
w ith d ra w  fro m  the strugg le a lto ­
gether.

3. La s tly , the greatest danger 
is th a t o f liqu ida tion . When, in  
1923, the C. I .  fa ile d  to  respond to 
the revo lu tionary s itua tion , the re ­
s u lt was a steady stream ing back 
o f workers to re-enro ll under the 
banner o f the  socia l democracy. 
Such a danger is m agnified today 
because the breakdown o f the C. 
P. in  Germany and A us tria . In  
Germany and I ta ly  Fascism has 
been able to  ca rry  on on ly because 
i t  has made deep inroads in to  the 
ranks o f the workers. The danger 
therefore exists o f la rge masses 
stream ing in to  the folds o f Fascism 
because o f the breakdown of both 
In ternationa ls , the  2nd as w e ll as 
the 3rd.

Conclusion
The S ta lin is t police, can now, be 

summarized as fo llo w s :
1. Abandonment o f the Le n in is t 

program  o f w o rld  revo lution.
2. N om inal existence fo r  the O. 

I . ;  M uzzling o f the C. I .  as im p o rt­
ant w orld  crises arise.
3. C iv il peace w ith  w o rld  capita l- 

: is m ; no in te rna tiona l class s trug­
gle.

4. .Suppression o f democratic 
centra lism  in  the C. P. S. U . ; con­
version of the p a rty  in to  a semi­
m ilita ry  adm in is tra tion  and ruled 
from  the top by a d ic ta to r ia l o lig ­
archy.

Where does th is  po licy lead to? 
I t  is obvious th a t we are no t deal­
in g  any m ore w ith  a cen tris t cur­
ren t in  Communism w ith  which we 
have ta c tic a l differences bu t w ith  
R igh t w ing  opportunism.

Upon the shoulders o f the I .  L . O. 
rests the respons ib ility  o f prevent­
ing the above-mentioned dangers 
from  becoming acute and from  en­
gu lfin g  fo r  decades the en tire  w o rk­
ers’ libe ra tion is t movement. Under 
these changed circumstances the I.  
L . O. m ust make plans fo r  its  
tra n s itio n  from  the ro le o f an Op­
position w ith in  the C. I .  to a new 
role— th a t o f the leading nucleus 
fo r  the organ ization o f a new In ­
terna tional.

— L. BROWN.

U . S.,  Cuba and Latin America
Does in te rven tion  exist in  Cuba? 

The c a p ita lis t press says no. We 
say i t  does. I t  began w ith  the es- 
tablishem ent of the revo lu tionary 
ju n ta  of five. The whole A tla n tic  
fleet was sent to Cuban waters. The 
a ir  fleet and m arines were m obil- 
ied. Cuba was bottled up. A  new 
form  o f in te rven tion  took place. 
“ A rm ed”  in te rven tion  had not been 
established? Cuba’s independence 
has not been vio la ted! As soon as 
the new government was establish­
ed pressure from  Am erican im per­
ia lism  increased from  day to day, 
u n t il the pe tty  bourgeois element 
in  the lead had slow ly yie lded and 
helped check the pressure of the 
rank and file  and the workers from  
below. Nevertheless, the new re- 
igm a w hich is compromising w ith  
Am erican im peria lism  is s it t in g  on 
a dynam ite keg and the proper 
spark can blow  up th is  regime 
causing repercussions w h ich w il l  
be fe lt  by the m ost backward stra ta  
o f the Am erican workers.

W hy is Am erica so ca re fu l in  her 
dealing w ith  her colony, Cuba? 
Cuba is a t present the determ in ing 
fac to r w h ich  w i l l  decide to a great 
degree the outcome of the impend­
in g  Pan-Am erican Conference to be 
held a t Montevideo. T h is  confer­
ence w i l l  be the  cu lm ina tion  of a 
b itte r  struggle now rag ing among 
the im peria lis ts  to  decide who w i l l  
obtain a more favorable position in  
the trade re la tions w ith  the South 
Am erica countries. England, Ger­
m any and Japan are s t i l l  m aking 
inroads in  A m erica ’s p riva te  back­
yard . The Am ericans hope to 
overcome th is  between now and the 
date of the conference.

One false move in  Cuba, w h ich  
w i l l  increase L a tin  Am erica’s hatred' 
fo r  the iro n  heel o f the N o rth  w i l l  
p iny  in to  the hands o f the o ther im- 
peria lis th . Am erican hopes to  avoid 
th is, w h ich  accounts fo r  the new 
fo rm  o f in te rven tion  the Roosevelt 
government is conducting in  Cuba.

As soon as the London Conference 
was over, as soon as Am erica had 
tied  a few  more ropes around E u r­
ope in  order to pu t her on rations, 
Am erica turned her a tten tion  to  the 
South Am erican struggle and the 
com ing conference. Reports from  
investigators Roosevelt sent south; 
a t the very beginning o f h is adm in­
is tra tio n  indicated th a t Cuba was ! 
a most c r it ic a l spot. T h is  sore spot 
had to  bo removed as p a rt o f the 
preparations fo r  the Pan-American 
Conference.

The objective codnitions to r  a 
p o litica l explosion in  Cuba were 
m ature. A ll th a t was needed was 
a “ hands off po licy”  from  the iro n  
heel o f the N orth . Am erica did 
more than tha t. I t  helped remove

Machado and place in  power a mo; 
suitable puppet bu t events and co: 
d itions got ou t o f contro l. W ith : 
a m onth h is to ry  passed beyond th 
Am erican set-up. The Cuban situ; 
tion  is cha racteris tic  of the qu id  
sand upon which Am erican Im pe 
ia lism  has b u ilt  its  w o rld  s tru c tu r 
A ttem pts to solve one contradictic 
pave the w ay fo r  a new and blggi 
contradiction.

The pro le ta rian  revo lu tion  cas 
its  shadow across Cuba, an outpo; 
o f Am erican im peria lism . Am erica 
backyard has a revo lu tiona ry  situ; 
tion . W orkers seize sugar plant; 
tions, Am erican im peria lism  is d 
nounced, complete independence 
demanded. The Red scare becoim 
the headliner overn ight in  the rabi 
Am erican press. B u t the econom 
and p o lit ic a l im p lica tions run  dee] 
er than the d ip lom atic  and yello 
press maneuvers. I t  runs deep< 
than A m erica ’s a ttem pt to patch u 
things fo r  the Pan-American Confe 
ence.

Am erica w ent to the London coi 
ferenge to smash the attem pted un 
ted f ro n t o f Europe. Am erica 
positive ro le  a t Europe’s conferem 
was to de liver a few  destructiv 
blows. A m erica ’s ro le a t the Pai 
Am erican conference is differen 
T h is  is A m erica ’s set-up. I t  
England’s tim e to de live r a few  d< 
struetive blows.

Below the surface o f th is  impe 
ia lis t  strugg le fo r  m arkets and1 t l  
preparation fo r  w a r runs the moi 
fundam ental s trugg le  o f the impe 
Ia lis ts  and the p ro le ta ria t. T I 
Am erican w ro k ing  class has an u 
gent .and tremendous task to ai 
the L a tin  Am erican workers an 
peasants, The overth row  o f Ame 
ican Im peria lism  is our task an 
the workers and peasants o f La tl 
Am erica are our closest allies. The 
fig h t against A m erican Im peria lis; 
in  Cuba is our figh t.

—HUGO OEHLER.

Secretary H u ll expressed 
opin ion to  the London econo; 
conference th a t i f  any nation wre 
ed it ,  “ th a t country  w i l l  m e rit 
execration o f m ankind.”  Yet 
United States d id  it .  Secret 
Woodin, when denying rum ors 
currency s tab iliza tion  agreeme 
reached a t London, said tha t 
agreement on th is  subject w i l l  
reached in  W ashington, not e 
where.”  Soon Secretary Swans 
who is now busy b u ild in g  a n; 
“ second to  none” , can be expec 
to add his declaration th a t— : 
fu tu re  agreement on naval r i 
w i l l  be reached1 In  W ashington, 
elsewhere.

Even Slander Needs MeaningRelativity and 

P a cifism
The New York Tim es o f Septem­

ber 10 quotes A lb e rt E inste in , w o rld  
famous pacifist, as fo llow s ; “ I f  I 
were a B e lg ian I  would’ no t refuse 
m ilita ry  service under the present 
circumstances, bu t I  would, on the 
con tra ry, accept i t  w ith  a clear 
conscience w ith  the sentim ent of 
a con tribu tion  tow ard securing E u r­
opean c iv iliza tion .”

The “ present circumstances”  are 
E ins te in ’s fea r o f a th rea t o f w ar 
emanating from  H itle r .  E inste in  
th inks  th a t the tide  o f w a r w i l l  
ro l l westw ard and th a t Belgium  
w il l  f a l l  beneath the Nazi cha rio t 
wheels. Hence the g ra tu itous ad­
m on ition to  Belgian workers to 
tra in  fo r  the defense o f “ th e ir”  
country.

The French Socialists and the 
B r it is h  labor skates w ant to de­
fend European democracy against 
Fascist and “ Soviet d ic ta torsh ips” . 
H itle r , too, wants to defend E u r­
opean c iv iliz a tio n  against “ the 
East” . H ow  many saviors o f E u r­
opean c iv iliza tio n  there a re !

I t  is  d iff ic u lt to reconcile th is  
la test position o f E ins te in ’s w ith  his 
endorsement o f and services fo r  the 
S ta lin is t Am sterdam  W orld  A n ti- 
W ar Congress. T h is  the S ta lin is ts  
w i l l  have to exp la in  away. We 
warned in  tim e against en trusting  
the leadership of the fig h t against 
im p e ria lis t w a r to w e ll meaning 
in te llectua ls and pacifists. F o r our 
good advice the S ta lin is ts  gave us 
curses and blows.

T h is  la test advice o f E inste in ’s 
stands in  con trad ic tion  to h is fo rm ­
er, w e ll known advice to the en tire  
w orld  to refuse to bear arms. He 
is the fo rm u la to r of the pacifis t idea 
th a t i f  on ly tw o percent o f a popu­
la tio n  refuse to bear arms th a t num­
ber w i l l  suffice to  defeat the w ar 
plans o f the im peria lists.

B u t i f  you th in k  you see a con­
tra d ic tio n  here E inste in  does not. 
He explains th is  p o in t: “There  does 
not mean 1 renounce m y previous 
opinions. I  desire no th ing more 
tha n  to see the moment come when 
the re fusa l of m ilita ry  service w i l l  
be the means fo r  an efficacious 
strugg le fo r  the progress o f human­
ity . ”  You see, he m erely postpones 
h is idea o f refusing m ilita ry  ser­
vice fo r  a  whole. And .in  the mean­
tim e he advocates the exact oppos­
ite.

Is  there a con trad ic tion  here? 
Yes and no. I t  a l l  depends on how 
you look a t it .  W orkers should 
remember th a t E inste in  is the 
au thor o f the theory of re la t iv ity  
which, despite its  positive c o n tri­
butions to science, im p lies th a t 
there is no ob jective w o rld  inde­
pendent o f consciousness and tha t 
the w orld  is on ly the resu lt o f the 
position o f the measurer. In  other 
words i f  you s tick  you r head be­
tween your legs and look a t the 
w orld  fro m  th a t position the Em ­
p ire  State B u ild in g  grows down 
from  the sky and ca lling  on B e l­
g ian workers to enter the m il ita ry  
service o f the cap ita lis t class to  
defend the cap ita lis t state is  not 
in  con trad ic tion  to  pacifis t ideas.

T h a t is generally the  conclusion 
to which the pe tty  bourgeois, con- 
fus ion is t theories o f pacifism  lead. 
W e hope th a t E inste in  w i l l  forg ive 
us i f  we see in  h is p lay in g  w ith  
serious questions the bankruptcy 
o f pacifism  and its  objective sup­
po rt o f im peria lism .
___________  — T. STAM M .

Southern Negroes 
Under the N .R .A .

The m urderous meaning o f Roos­
evelt’s “ New Deal”  to  southern 
Negro workers has been brought to 
our a tten tion  by m any conflicts 
w h ich  have arisen around the issue 
o f wage d iffe ren tia ls  between w h ite  
and Negro workers. A  firm  in  
A tla n ta  w h ich prom inently  d isp lay­
ed the blue eagle ins ign ia  pays its  
Negro employees from  6 to 13 cents 
an hour. The most v io len t form s 
o f J im  Crowism transfe rred  in to  
the W|age d iffe re n tia l question is 
given testim ony in  an a rtic le  ita 
the New Y ork  Tim es of August 27, 
from  w h ich we quote in  p a r t:

“ M ississippi a lready has given 
the na tion an example o f ba rba rity  
based on an economic cond ition . . . .  
Negro firemen were lu red  from  
th e ir engines w ith  flares and then 
shot down. O thers were s la in  o r 
seriously wounded in  the engine 
cabs----- I t  can be assured th a t how­
ever true  the statem ent th a t the 
liv in g  costs of the Negro jus tifies  
a d iffe re n tia l in  wages, the thought 
is not a pleasant one to blacks who 
are forced to liv e  in  m iserable sur­
roundings in  order to liv e  a t the 
lowest scale. T h is  s itua tion  creat­
ed by. the N R A  regulations bénéfici­
ent as they are in  in te n t (? ) is one 
tha t m ust have the serious and 
honest consideration o f reasonable 
men o f both races.”

I t  would be much more correct 
to s tate th a t th is  siituajffion and 
the whole Negro question requires 
the consideration o f w o rk ing  men of 
both races ; fo r  serious bourgeois o f 
both races created exactly  th is  
s itua tion . I  quote fu rth e r from  the 
same a rtic le  to prove th is  state­
ment :

“ Many men suggested th a t a d if ­
fe ren tia l in  wages should be estab­
lished. T h is  was successfully done 
among laundry  workers, where 
Negro workers have long repre­
sented the m a jo r ity  o f the workers. 
B u t a .d ra s tic  d iffe re n tia l in  other 
lines is another m atte r and con­
ta ins a danger pointed ou t by D r. 
R. R. Moton, head o f Tuskegee In -

A  Discussion w ith  those S ta lin is ts  
W ho Reflect

On every occasion the S ta lin is ts  
repeat th a t the B olshevik-Lenin ists 
whom they ca ll "T ro tsky is ts ”  are 
w o rk ing  in  fa v o r of m il ita ry  in ­
tervention in  the U. S. S. R. A  
shameless absurd ity  o f th is  k in d  is 
calculated to m islead ill- in fo rm ed  
people. The courageous man, the 
honest one, m ust in ev ita b ly  say to 
h im se lf : “ I t  is im possible th a t such 
a th in g  is  sim ply an invention, there 
m ust be some tru th  in  i t . ”  And un­
fo rtu n a te ly  there are no t a  few 
of such courageous men in  the 
w orld .

How  then m ust one understand 
the aid  th a t the “ T ro tsky is ts ”  w i l l  
lend aid  to in tervention? Does 
tha t mean th a t the Bolshevik-Lenin­
ists are on the side of im peria lism  
in  the strugg le against the U. S.
S. It., th a t is, th a t they w i l l  be 
m a te ria lly  o r p o lit ic a lly  interested 
in  ove rth row ing  the w orkers ’ state 
w ith  the aid  o f the m il ita ry  force 
of the im p e ria lis t bourgeoisie? 
There are people who even go as 
fa r  as such assertions. In  the m a j­
o r ity  o f cases, these are slovenly 
careerists who are l i t t le  concerned 
over in te rven tion, revo lu tion, M a rx ­
ism  and ideas in  general they s im ­
p ly  serve the m aster o f today and 
w i l l  unhes ita ting ly  betray th is  mas­
te r in  tim e o f danger.
A t bottom, these “ udarn iks”  (shock 

brigad ie rs) o f slander continue the 
tra d itio n  o f the reactionaries, who, 
from  1914 onward and p a rtic u la r ly  

i from  1917, repeated inde fa tigab ly  
th a t Lenin and T ro tsky  were agents 
of the German General Staff. A fte r  
15 o r 20 years in  the course of 
w h ich such events as the October 
Revolution, the C iv il war, the 
creation o f the 3rd In to rn a tion a l 
and the in trans igean t s trugg le  of 
the B olshevik-Lenin ists fo r  the 
banner of M a rx  and Len in  against 
the degenerating bureaucracy have 
taken place— the S ta lin is ts  have 
w ith d ra w n  from  the mud o f the ac­
cusation fo rm erly  fabrica ted by the 
m il ita ry  espionage, by M iliu ko v , 
Bourtzev and Kerensky.

Others of the more prudent bu­
reaucrats do no t tru s t themselves 
to  pose the questiou in  the s p ir it  o f 
the B r it is h  and C za ris t counter­
espionage. They add a wise word : 
the T ro tsky is ts , they say, ob jective­
ly  aid the counter revo lu tion  and 
the in te rven tion. Such a form ula, 
which its e lf  pretends to ob je c tiv ity  
is in  re a lity  deprived o f a ll content. 
A ny m istake o f the revo lu tiona ry  
p a rty  aids the enemy d irec tly  or 
in d ire c tly  bu t the whole question 
consists precisely in  th is  : on whose 
side is the m istake? The Bolshevik- 
Lenin is ts  have demonstrated (and 
events have ju s tified  our argum ents) 
tha t the policy o f the S ta lin is t bu­
reaucracy has aided the bourgeoisie 
and foreign im peria lism  against the 
workers in  China ; th a t i t  aided the 
B r it is h  re form ists  against Commun­
ism  ; th a t in  the U. S. S. R. i t  has 
aided and i t  aids the therm idor-

R evolu tionary unrest continues 
unabated in  Cuba and the new re­
gime w h ich  claims to be “ an ti-im ­
pe ria lis t bu t w illin g  to  fu l f i l l  a l l of 
its  leg itim ate  ob ligations’*' is  find ing 
increasing d ifficu lty  in  m a in ta in ing  
its e lf between the pressure fro m  
W a ll Street and W ashington on the 
one hand and the masses 
from  the le ft  on the other. W hile  
several hundred o f the old arm y o f­
ficers continue barricaded in  the 
N a tiona l Hote l, Colonel-Sergeant 
B atis ta , a rm y ch ie f of staff, is  busy 
prom oting enlisted men to replace 
the form er officers. F ra te rn iza tion  
between the soldiers and workers 
continues. T h is  is w hat the capi­
ta lis t press means when i t  com­
pla ins of the breakdown o f disci­
pline.

The na tive  bourgeoise is 
already consistently sabotaging the 
Grau San M a rtin  Government by 
w ithho ld ing  taxes due to the gov­
ernment, hoping in  th is  w ay to 
force the governm ent to  de fau lt in  
the payment o f in te rest on loans to 
W all s tre e t increase the pressure 
on i t  from  th a t d irection  and tu rn  
the arm y against i t  consequent on 
its  fa ilu re  to pay the enlisted rank 
and file.

The w orkers and students, rea l­
iz ing  the  danger o f counter-revolu­
tion  and in  order to be able to ex­
e rt mass pressure on the bour­
geoise, are tak in g  steps to fo r t i fy  
th e ir  present positions in  an a t­
tem pt to prevent the tr ium p h  o f a 
counter-revolution, led by the Meno- 
cal conservatives o r Mendieta 
na tiona lis ts .

The s tr ik e  wave continues tin- 
abated; the m ilita n c y  o f the w o rk­
ers and unw illingness of the sol­
diers to act against them  being 
everywhere in  evidence. On the 
banana p lan ta tions a t A n tilla , O ri- 
ente Province, the w orkers have

s t itu te . . . .  D r. Moton— realized tha t 
w ith  both races receiving the same 
wages fo r  iden tica l w o rk  the whites 
would gradua lly  usurp the places 
held by Negroes.”

The bourgeois Negroes’ whole 
s lan t on economic and po litica l 
questions (D r. M oton is ju s t one of 
these bourgeois Negroes) arises 
from  and does not look beyond the 
segregation, d iscrim ination , and 
subord ination to  w h ich the caste 
system in  these United States re­
legates the Negro workers.

—G. J. SAUL.
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ians and the bonapartists against 
the October Revolu tion ; fin a lly  tha t 
i t  aided H it le r  against the prole­
ta r ia t  in  Germany. Is  th is  true  or 
not? T h is  is the decisive question.

O f course our c ritic ism  does not- 
con tribu te  to ra is ing  the au tho rity  
of the S ta lin is t faction ; bu t can 
one pu t the prestige of the bureau­
cracy and the v ita l in terests of the 
w o rld  p ro le ta ria t on the same plans? 
The S ta lin is t bureaucracy, which 
disposes in  abundance of the ser­
vices of publications, papers, “ theor­
e tic ians” , jou rna lis ts , has not even 
approached a re fu ta tio n  o f our 
c ritic ism . Is  i t  not t ru ly  astound­
ing  tha t the C. I .  has no book which 
draws the lessons o f the German 
events of 1923, the B u lga rian  in ­
surrection  and a series o f other 
events o f lesser extent. Thus, a f­
te r the m iserable report of Ile ck - 
e rt they have pu t a cross on the 
study and- on the analysis of the 
causes o f the v ic to ry  o f German 
Fascism. B y trea tin g  our c ritic ism  
as counter-revo lu tionary the S ta lin ­
is t bureaucracy merely says by tha t 
tha t we assail the p rinc ip le  of its  
in fa ll ib i l ity .  T h is  princ ip le  has no 
need o f dem onstration : whoever 
doubts i t  is  expelled from  the o r­
ganization and is locked in  a prison 
in  the U. S. S. R., then the fam ily  
o f the c r im in a l is  deprived of dom­
ic ile  and bread.

B u t is  o r is  not the Opposition 
correct in  its  critic ism ? W lia t then 
has m il ita ry  in te rven tion  to do w ith  
it?  However in  its  chase fo r  
stronger and stronger arguments to 
ju s t ify  its  measures of physica l de­
s truction  of the Leninists, the S ta l­
in is ts  w ith  more and more frequ ­
ency and always w ith  greater obsti­
nacy advance the argument of in ­
tervention. T h e ir reasoning is con­
structed somewhat along the fo llo w ­
ing  lines : the “ T ro tsky is ts ”  say that 
Socialism in  a single country is im ­
possible ; th a t the ku laks in  the 
U. S. S. R. are not destroyed; tha t 
social democracy is not Fascism, 
consequently . . .the “ T ro tsky is ts ” 
press fo rw a rd  on the road o f in te r­
vention. The conclusion here does 
not in  any w ay a t a l l flow from  the 
premises. Only a l i t t le  reflection 
is necessary to  be convinced that 
the very conclusion stands in  d irect 
con trad ic tion  w ith  the premises. 
O nly a l i t t le  reflection is necessary 
to be convinced th a t the very con­
clusion stands in  d irec t contradic­
tion  w ith  the premises. The S ta lin ­
ists themselves have repeated on 
numerous occasions tha t i t  is  pre­
cisely the success of the construc­
tion  o f socialism which sharpen 
the hatred o f the im peria lissts  fo r 
the U. S. S. R. and by th a t brings 
closer the danger of in tervention. 
B u t then is  i t  not the Bolshevik- 
Lenin ists who declare th a t the ac­
tu a l successes are fa r from  being 
as great as the S ta lin is t faction  
affirms? How then can th is  c r it ic ­
ism push the bourgeoisie on the 
road o f in tervention? Le t them 
expla in th a t to  us !

No one who knows anyth ing w il l

given the owners u n t il Saturday to 
g rant th e ir  demands and the seiz­
ure of the estates should com pli­
ance not be made is like ly . The 
s trike  a t the C risto  manganese 
mines continues in  spite of efforts 
o f the students and soldiers to a r­
b itra te . In  th is  p a rtic u la r case 
some weakening of the worker's’ a t­
titud e  is to be noted in  th e ir  ap­
parent w illingness to accept a truce 
of 15 days, du ring  which they 
w ould re tu rn  to work.

Once more the dock workers of 
Santiago are threaten ing to s trike  
unless th e ir la test demands are ac­
cepted w ith in  72 hours. The strikes 
a t the Mabay refinery in  Santiago 
and on the coffee p lanta tions of 
the same province continue.

In  many points throughout the 
island the workers, especially those 
on the sugar p lantations, are arm ­
ing themselves. The firs t attem pt 
of the present government or of the 
counter-revolution to oust them 
fro m  the sugar m ills  and p lan ta­
tions, some of which they have a l­
ready seized w i l l  undoubtedly be 
met by v io len t resistance.

A t the same tim e camps fo r m il i­
ta ry  in s tru c tion  are being organ­
ized by the student organizations 
and authorized spokesmen fo r  the 
students stated to the Associated 
Press rep resen ta tive :

“ We are a ttem pting  to prevent 
a recurrence o f those th ings w h ich  
happened to these boys du ring  the 
Machado regime. We w ant them 
to  have a knowledge o f m ilita ry  
tra in in g  so th a t they may be pre­
pared to  defend themselves when­
ever i t  may be necessary to do so.”

The same Associated Press re­
po rt goes on to note th a t the o r­
ganizers o f these m ilita ry  tra in in g  
camps take pains to exp la in  tha t 
th e ir movement is not o f a fascist 
character.

Representatives o f Am erican 
cap ita lis t interests, especially Am ­
bassador Welles, are barga in ing 
w ith  (he Grau San M a rtin  Govern­
ment as w e ll as w ith  the leaders of 
the other bourgeoise po litica l 
groups. B y  in te llig e n tly  p lhy ing  
them against each o ther any one of 
them can be made to come to an 
agreement favorable to W a ll Street. 
The pressure of the masses, how­
ever, as expressed concretely w ith in  
the ranks o f the arm y, by the seiz­
ures o f the sugar m ills , and by the 
developments a t the  manganese 
mines in  Cristo, O riente Province, 
must be reckoned w ith  before Yan­
kee im peria lism  can hope to again 
establish the good old  days o f un­
in te rrup ted  exp lo ita tion  o f Cuba.

deny tha t the h o s tility  o f the w orld  
bourgeoisie orig inates from  the fear 
of the extension of the p ro le ta rian  
revo lu tion in  other countries. This 
danger, in  any case, effects the 
w orld  bourgeoisie more im m ediate ly 
than the " liq u id a tio n ”  of classes 
in the U. 8. 8. R. The Bolshevik- 
Lenin ists, as is known, accuse the 
S ta lin is t bureaucracy of having 
p rac tica lly  renounced the policy of 
w o rld  revo lution. Whether th is  be 
basically- true  or not, in  any case 
such an accusation should d im in ish 
and not augument the danger of in ­
tervention. And indeed one can 
b ring  tens and hundreds of proofs 
to bear th a t the bourgeois believes 
tha t the po licy o f “ socialism in  one 
country”  is much more rea listic, 
w iser, “ na ioual”  than the policy 
o f "T ro tsky ism ” , tha t is of the 
in te rna tiona l p ro le ta rian  revo lu tion. 
The c ritic ism  of the I.e ft Opposi­
tion  can on ly strengthen the dip­
lom atic positions of S talin ism . A  
serious Am erican bourgeois, Camp­
bell, has shown the necessity of 
recognizing the Soviet Union by re­
fe rr in g  to the words of S talin, say­
ing th a t the course towards in te r­
national revo lu tion was liqu ida ted 
w ith  the expulsion o f T rotsky. I t  
is true  tha t S ta lin  has disavowed 
these words. Le t us adm it tha t 
they were said to Campbell not by 
S ta lin  him self, bu t by one of his 
associates; le t us even adm it th a t 
Campbell, in  order to make the 
greatest impression, has him self 
put th is  argum ent in to  S ta lin ’s 
mouth. A t bottom th a t does not 
change the m atter one iota. Camp­
be ll puts as a positive feature of 
S ta lin  th a t w h ich  life  L e ft Opposi­
tion considers as a negative fea ture 
and the Am erican bourgeois is r ig h t 
from  his po in t o f view.”

In  any case, to accuse the S ta lin ­
is t bureaucracy o f being na tiona lly  
lim ited  does not h inder, bu t fa c il i­
tates “ norm al”  and even “ fr ie n d ly ”  
relations fo r i t  w ith  the bourgeois 
states. W hat happens then to the 
lecture on in tervention? I t  can 
however be said tha t th a t we do 
not exactly exp la in the basis o f the 
S ta lin is t argum entation. Le t us 
take th e ir  offic ia l press. We have 
at hand the last number of rH um a it- 
ite  (August 2nd). Let us surm ount 
the na tu ra l repugnance fo r slander 
and le t us probe the arguments of 
the functionaries of rH um an it« . 
Here as an example o f “ T ro tsky is t”  
counter-revolution, they c ite the 
words o f Simone W e ll: “ The d ip ­
lomacy o f the Russian State should 
insp ire  us w ith  defiance in  case 
of w ar as in  case of peace, ju s t as 
the diplomacy of the cap ita lis t 
states, i f  not to the same degree.”  
F u rthe r on they cite the words of 
a so-called “ T ro tsky is t”  T ra d e r: 
“ The power which dominates the 
U. S. S. R. has noth ing in  com­
mon— in spite of its  lies— w ith  the 
October Revolution.”  In  alleg ing 
these two quotations, of wh ich we 
cannot guarantee the au then tic ity  
of the text, the editors w r ite :  
“ These are w ord  fo r  w ord  the same 
f i lth  tha t appears in  the press of 
the o ther white-Russian o r French 
counter-revolutionaries, o f the Ren­
aissance of General M ilte r, in  the 
Dernieres Nouvelies of M iliu ko v  
and in  P opula irc of Blum-Rosen- 
feUl.”

So the W hite-Russians accuse So­
vie t diplom acy o f having sunk to 
the level o f bourgeois diplom acy 
or having betrayed the heritage of 
the October Revolution. Can any­
th ing  more stup id or more r id ic u l­
ous be imagined? And in  order to 
show w hat he rea lly  is the un fo r­
tunate func tiona ry  accomplishes 
more than he ca n : “ the accusations 
of the tw o camps coincide w ord fo r 
word” .

In  rea lity , the w h ite  guard press 
exerts a ll its  strength to prove to 
the bourgeois governments th a t the 
Stalinist, bureaucracy continues the 
c rim ina l w o rk  of the October Rev­
olution, th a t i t  does not l im it  itse lf 
to na tiona l aims and aspires as be­
fore to the w orld  revo lution, and1 
tha t is why the conclusion o f the 
Franco-Soviet non-aggression pact 
or the recognition o f the Soviets by 
Spain are fa ta l m istakes. In  other 
words, the reactionary Russian and 
world press tries  to demonstrate 
tha t Soviet diplom acy is not “ E u r­
opeanized”  th a t is, th a t i t  is not 
bourgeoisified and i t  sees in  its  re­
fusa l to bourgeoisify itse lf a basis 
some logic in  tha t. B u t the S talin- 
fo r in te rven tion : there is a t least 
is ts have nothing, except absurd it­
ies. The W hites hate the Soviets 
w ith  a vehement hatred and pre­
cisely because o f tha t they look fo r 
arguments th a t have p o lit ic a l mean­
ing. I t  is an en tire ly  d iffe rent 
th in g  when an appointed function ­
a ry  defends a cause which is qu ite  
fo re ign to h im : he throw s in to  the 
same sack a ll the absurdities which 
come in to  his poor head.

The func tiona ry  receives his task 
fo r  the d a y : connect T ro tsky  w ith  
the w h ite  emigres in  order by th a t 
to ju s t ify  the repressions against 
Rakovsky and thousands of ir re ­
proachable Bolsheviks. Then how 
does the ind iffe rent functionary act 
in  the cause? He assuredly does 
not th row  h im se lf in to  a polemic 
w ith  T ro tsky  o r h is comrades: such 
a polemic promises noth ing good. 
He has ne ither facts nor argum ents: 
where should he find such facts and 
arguments? The fun c tiona ry  finds 
two isolated quotations which have 
no re la tion  w ith  T ro tsky  and he sets 
his w its  to w ork  to id en tify  these 
quotations w ith  the po int of view  
o f the w h ite  guards w h ich is d ir ­
ectly  con tra ry  both in  s p ir it  and’ 
le tte r. In  order to give proof of 
his zeal the func tiona ry  adds: 
“ word fo r w ord” : In  slandering 
he takes no care to g ive his slander 
even an appearance of sense. No 
wonder i f  the advanced workers 
more and more tu rn  th e ir  backs 
on the dishonest, ignorant and1 
tra ito rous functionary. — G. G.
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po i'lun t points o i viow, fa iled  to 
pose the o rien ta tion  of the new In ­
te rna tiona l. Where i t  speaks in  
the general abstract manner o f re 
tr ie v in g  the in te rna tiona l u n ity  of 
the w.orking class, th a t w i l l  have 
as many and as d is tin c t d iffe ren t 
in te rp re ta tions as th e ir  were tend 
encies represented. Some o f the 
delegates undoubtedly supported the 
reso lu tion because i t  postponed the 
new regrouping of revo lu tionary 
force outside the tw o  in te rn a tio n ­
als, others because they did  Hot 
yet consider i t  necessary to create 
a new in te rn a tio n a l and fina lly  
there were those who in te rp re t the 
fa ilu re  of the tw o In te rn a tion a ls  
as proof o f the necessity o f un ifica­
tio n  o f a l l workers organizations on 
the basis of concrete demands and 
w ith o u t regard to d ivergent p r in ­
ciples.

Summed up th is  conference never­
theless presents to us a p ic ture of 
the tra v a il and the b ir th  pangs of 
a movement. We recall the tim e of 
the rise of the Bolshevik revo lu tion  
and the collapse of Social Dem­
ocracy how im portan t sections and 
groups w ith in  i t  were s trugg ling  to 
find  th e ir  way to Communism and 
in  most cases not w ith o u t d iff ic u lt­
ies. Aga in th is  process is  repeated, 
but, as i t  appears, a t an accelerated 
tempo. The lessons o f Germany 
are s ink ing  in  deeply among several 
o f these present groups and parties 
developing .Leftward tow ard  in te r­
na tiona l Communism. This general 
development is  the fa c t o f monu­
m ental im portance standing out 
above a l l  d ifficu lties and a l l the 
confusion s t i l l  apparent.

The decadence and be traya l o f 
Social Democracy became the com­
pe lling  force d r iv in g  many o f these 
parties in  a Le ftw a rd  direction. 
Such new groups w i l l  s t i l l  emerge. 
B u t the S ta lin is t «ontro l of the 
Com intern instead of fa c ilita t in g  
has hindered th is  process, and th a t 
in  a large measure accounts fo r  the 
confusion s t i l l  ex is ting  amongst 
them. In  th e ir fu r th e r develop­
ments these parties w i l l  therefore 
find themselves ever more faced 
w ith  the task o f smashing the S ta l­
in is t  barriers.

Before th is  conference the L e ft 
Opposition a ffirm ed its  break w ith  
S ta lin is t Centrism and its  greater 
ir re c o n c ila b ility  than before to ­
wards reform ism . T ha t position 
w i l l  in  the com ing period stand out 
the more im pressively and w in  its  
w ay w ith in  the parties groping fo r 
an in te rna tiona l revo lu tiona ry  o r i­
entation. The firm  kernel w h ich  
has already emerged augurs w e ll 
fo r  the fu tu re . — A. S.

I t  appears tha t the coal operators 
actua lly  d id  get busy and are t r y ­
in g  to reach a conclusion on th e ir  
Code discussion. When signed i t  
w i l l ,  we assume also c a rry  the 
name o f “ fa ir  com petition” , even 
w ith  the company union clause re­
ta ined. B u t w ha t made them  get 
busy was the fa c t th a t the workers 
got in to  action and s truck the jobs..

o f "dua l unionism ”  b lu ff us ou t of 
it .  B u t ju s t as firm ly  we must re-; 
fuse to accept the paper unions of; 
the ¡Stalinists as substitutes fo r i 
genuine mass organizations, lude-i 
pendent unions have a very s iim | 
chance in  the present s itua tion , 
m a t  is not because there is  any; 
iaw  to th is  effect—as the Lovestone 
opportunists im p ly— but because a 
force capable o i organizing them is 
lack ing  and because the trend o i 
ilie  masses tow ard the conservative 
unions cannot and should no t be; 
counteracted. (F o r M arx is ts  inde-| 
pendent unions are no t a dogma 
or fe tish  any more than A  .if. o f L . ' 
unions a re ). i

B u t not the least, and very prob-| 
ab ly the greatest, fac to r in  the s it- j 
na tion which excludes any w ide­
spread development o f independent 
unions a t the present tim e  is  th e | 
fa c t th a t the (Stalinists, who have j 
made a dogma o f independent "class] 
strugg le”  unions, have succeeded in  
d iscred iting  the idea and a liena ting  
the workers who m ig h t have co-i 
operated in  bu ild ing  them in  these1 
industries where th e ir  existence had 
a certa in  ju s tifica tio n  and neces-; 
s ity. B y th e ir  " f ic t it io u s ”  new 
trade union center, th e ir  stup id  
tactics, th e ir  arrogant bureaucrat­
ism, th e ir hooligan abuse and expul­
sions o f c r it ic s  and p o lit ic a l oppon­
ents, th e ir  subord ination o f the un­
ions to the na rrow  clique in terests 
o f the ¡Stalin fac tio n  and the con­
version of the decimated organiza­
tions in to  mere appendages o f the 
¡Stalin p a rty—-by th e ir  whole po licy 
and regime, they have covered the 
idea o f an independent un ion move­
ment w ith  th e ir  own disgrace.

The ve rd ic t o f doom has already 
been pronounced on the sooa.lled 
unions under th e ir  dom ination. As 
fo r the unorganized workers, they 
are passing them by and the non- 
¡StuL.iist members who have not 
been expeiied are leaving them. 
Make no m istake about i t .  Unions 
th a t cannot grow  now when new 
stra ta  o f workers are surg ing fo r ­
ward and seeking organ ization are 
dead beyond the poss ib ility  o f re­
surrection. The L e ft  w ing  m ilita n ts  
who w ant to p lay a p a rt in  the 
new s itua tion  in  the labor move­
ment must i tin t th e ir backs on tiie  
S ta lin is t paper unions and pu t a 
cross over the whole experiment. 
TH E  NEW LEFT W ING  
PROGRAM.

To see the present s tr ike  wave 
as on ly the f irs t stage o f a resur­
gent class a c tiv ity  o f the Am erican 
workers and prepare to influence 
its  fu r th e r developm ent; to c a ll the 
workers to enter the trade unions 
and to go w ith  them on th is  p a th ; 
!o struggle increasing ly w ith in  the 
unions against the policy and lead­
ership of the reactionaries ; to break 
resolute ly and completely w ith  the 
¡Stalinist sectarian paper unions— 
these in  our opinion, are the main 
points of the new trade union 
theses, w h ich  the L e ft w ing  re­
quires.

B u t the new program , by itse lf, 
is not enough. The L e ft  w ing  also 
requires a new leadership. Up t i l l  
now the S ta lin is ts  have dominated 
the movement, d isorganizing and

d is rup ting  everyth ing they couhl 
not con tro l and silencing a l l  c r it ic a l 
voices w ith  th rea ts and expulsions. 
They had a monopoly on the lead­
ership. Consequently, the responsi­
b ility  fo r  the resu lts is also th e ir 
monopoly. In  the lig h t  o f w hat 
happened in  the past three mouths, 
on top  o f a l l  th a t w ent before, i t  
is  possible now— i t  is absolutely 
necessary!— to  d raw  the fina l ba l­
ance o f th e ir  trade  un ion policy. 
The beginning o f the s tr ik e  wave 
was the great opportun ity  and test 
of the  L e ft w ing  and its  leadership. 
Given a correct po licy  and a com­
petent leadership the L e ft w ing in  
the labor movement could no t fa i l  
to bound fo rw ard , to expand in  
influence and organization a t the 
expense of the reactionaries.

I t  happened d iffe ren tly , as every­
body knows. In  the  trade union 
movement in  Am erica, as in  every 
v ita l problem o f the  w o rk ing  class 
th roughou t the w orld , S ta lin ism  re ­
mained tru e  to  its  mission as the 
g reat organizer o f defeats. The 
conclusion wh ich the revo lu tiona ry  
workers throughout the w o rld  are 
d raw ing  m ust also be draw n here. 
In  the trade union question the 
necessity fo r  a complete break w ith  
the S ta lin is t leadership is especially 
obvious and im perative. A nd the ir 
disastrous leadership in  th is  field 
is on ly a p a rtic u la r ly  illu m in a tin g  
il lu s tra t io n  o f th e ir  leadership in  
general. The question brooks no 
delay. The libe ra tion  o f the L e ft 
w ing o f the labo r movement from  
the s trangu la ting  g r ip  o f S ta lin ism  
is the key to the problem  o f plan­
n ing and organ iz ing the struggles 
of the Am erican workers, o f ra is ing  
the elemental movement to  new 
heights. T h is  is  today the c rux  of 
the trade union question.

—J. P. CANNON.

Perspectives for 
the Cuban 
Proletariat

. _ a i A A)

Growing Strike W ave

G E T  A  S U B !
O ur own D r. L u ttin g e r (name 

unknown) says th a t the best th ing  
fo r a young and grow ing paper is 
subs. A l l  subs are good. They are 
c»f tw o  k in d s ; new ones and renew­
als like  the one th a t came w ith  the 
le tte r reprin ted be.ow. Piease read 
the le tte r ca re fu lly  and draw  the 
proper conclusions in  the fo rm  of 
new subs and renewals. T h is  is a 
fa v o rite  theme to whieh we w i l l  
re tu rn  in  the near fu tu re

“ Waubun, M inn.
Dear comrades,
i t  seems as i f  I  w i l l  never get a 
do lla r together again in  m y life . 
So I  am sending you f if ty  cents 
herew ith  and beg you to  extend my 
M il ita n t sub fo r as fa r  as th a t 
amount pays fo r. M y M il ita n t  ex­
pires w ith  No. 190. Very close 
now. In  a money way times have 
been even harder than fast year 
w ith  no prospects of improvement 
fo r me. B u t I  suppose i t  isn ’t  
much bette r anywhere else o r w ith  
anybody else.

“ Capita lism  is s im p ly  played out 
and cgn no longer provide us w ith  
the barest necessities o f life .

“ Yours fo r  Communism 
and the L . O.”

re v o lu tio n ’s a im s w ith  any fo rm  o f 
A m e rican  dom in a tio n .

The Cuban workers aud peasants, 
however, can re ly  on ly  on th e ir  own 
strength, on th e ir  own popu lar o r­
gans of struggle, th a t is, the So­
viets. I l l  th is  respect, we have 
no th ing In  common w ith  the S ta lin ­
is t conception tha t Soviets are to 
be organized on iy a t the moment 
o i p ro le ta rian  insurrection. That 
would only lead, as was so trag ic ­
a lly  demonstrated Dy the S ta lin is t 
po licy in  China, to the tu iiu re  to 
organize Soviets in  tim e as the rev­
o lu tiona ry  center anu instrum ent 
of the workers and peasants, or else 
to the organization o i carica ture  
Soviets a tte r  the revo lu tionary 
wave had receded. Soviets are 
needed now, no t m erely as the fu ­
tu re  organs o f the p ro le ta rian  in ­
surrection. They are needed in  
order c iiecjtive ly to m obilize the 
whole people of Cuba, in, an ele­
m entary mass organ, fo r a success- 
n i l  strugg le to k ic k  ou t the Am er-j 
iean uaudits and assure the in - ' 
teg rity  of Cuba. The tim e fo r ' 
the organ ization o f Soviets in. | 
Cuba is now when the struggle fo r] 
the demands of the masses against! 
the v a c illa tin g  “ government”  and! 
against the dom ination and oppres-l 
sion o f Am erican im peria lism , is 
un fo ld ing  and ga in ing in  in tensity .!

The Cuban masses have already; 
seized arm s in  th e ir  eiideavor to ' 
defend and to advance the gains 
a lreauy made. To fu rth e r tha t 
process is  one o f the  m ain tasks of 
the Soviets. The masses of the 
people m ust be armed to  the teeth 
in  tho elem entary in terests o f the 
defense o f Cuba agaiust A m ricau 
uneprialism .

The revo lu tionary problems o f 
(lie  Cuban masses are now posed in  
im posing m agnitude. B u t these 
problems cannot be solved by the 
Cuban masses alone. They can 
count sure ly on the so lid a rity  of 
the L a tin  Am erican masses who 
also suffer under the dom ination 
...id oppression o f the same no rth ­
ern colossus. B u t above a l l  they 
need the energetic and im m ediate 
support o f t ile  w ork ing  class of the 
United States. The freedom o f the] 
CubaD people from  the im p e ria lis t 
yoke is in tim a te ly  linked  up w ith  
the struggles of the Am erican w ork­
ers against the same explo iters. 
T lie  economy and po litics  of the U. 
S. are the dom inant force in  Cuba. 
The fa te  o f the p ro le ta r ia t of 
Cuba aud the U n ited States is  in ­
separably connected. The active 
support o f the Am erican w ork ing  
class in  closest so lid a rity  w ith  the 
figh ting  Cuban masses, can defeat 
the Am erican in te rven tion  in  Cuba 
and secure the complete and uncon­
d itio n a l independence o f the  Cuban 
people!

A  heavy responsib ility  rests upon 
tlie  Am erican w o rk ing  class. There 
should, be no delay in  th e ir  sym­
pathetic action. I t  is  the du ty  o f 
the Com m unist movement in  the

(Continued From  Page 1)
ers are concerned, bu t a section of 
them  came ou t in  response to  the 
ers are concerned, b u t a section o f 
c a ll o f the N a tiona l T ex tile  W ork­
ers Union o f TU U L.

W ith in  a few  days th is  mass 
movement may even be dw arfed by 
the new m iners s tr ik e  now looming 
on the horizon. A lready 30,000 are 
out in  cen tra l and Western Pennsy­
lvania . These m iners are losing 
patience w ith  the quotatory p ro­
mises made to  them before th a t 
President Roosevelt and the N R A  
coal code would soon remove a ll 
the ir depression m isery. They are 
re tu rn ing  to reliance upon th e ir 
own mass force as the prospects 
o f a pode b ring ing  favors to the 
miners recedes in to  the background. 
The efforts of the U M W  officials 
to ho ld them tied  to th e ir  job  u n t il 
the advent o f the code seems to  be 
o f l i t t le  ava il.

A n  effective s tr ik e  o f 1,000 m in ­
ers in  th (j s tate o f U tah has been 
in  progress now fo r  some tim e  w ith  
a l l t lie  means a t the disposal of 
the cap ita lis t state in s titu t io n  mass­
ed against them. Clubbings and 
sailings are on the order o f the 
day vvith m il ita ry  con tro l in  the 
fie ld  alm ost am ounting to a state 
of m a rtia l law . T h is  s tr ike  is  un­
der the leadership o f the N ationa l 
M iners Union. In  both the Eastern 
and W estern K en tucky fields mem­
bers of the UM W  have begun s tr ik ­
es. Even the an th rac ite  m iners 
are s t ir r in g . In  Lackawanna 
county several shafts have been shut 
down and the “ lib e ra l”  governor 
P inchot has taken th is  occasion to 
in s tru c t h is sheriffs  to prevent a l l 
mass p icketing.

Outside o f these tw o most im por­
ta n t fields, m in ing  and tex tile , in ­
numerable strikes, some o f consi­
derable size are e ither in  progress, 
o r have ju s t been settled o r have 
so fa r  reached the stage o f a de­
fin ite  th rea t unless the w orkers ’ 
demands are met. Notable, how­
ever, is  the fa c t th a t in  p ra c tica lly  
every instance where settlements 
have already been a rrived  at, or 
t lie  threats averted, some positive 
gains hae been scored by the w o rk­
ers involved.

In  New Y ork C ity  10,000 cleaners 
and dyers have s truck fo r  shorter 
w ork ing  hours and higher wages. 
The de livery tru c k  drivers th rea t­
en to fo llow . 25,000 underwear 
workers have declared a strike. 
4,000 bu tton workers are already 
out. 10,000 neckwear workers are 
on s trike . Several thousand em­
bro idery workers scored im portan t 
gains in  th e ir  s trike  settlement ju s t 
made. 25,000 m illin e ry  workers 
threaten to go on s trike . 4,000 
m oving p ic tu re  operators won 
against a n . attem pted company un 
ion by the th rea t o f a s tr ike  and 
p icketing  of many theatres.

A n in jun c tion  against p icketing 
has been issued against the New 
Y ork  jia k e ry  workers s tr ike  which 
is  now run n ing  in to  several months 
duration. About 3,000 are s t i l l  out. 
S im ila rly  the B rook lyn  Shoe w o rk ­
ers s trike , invo lv ing  several thou
U. S. to organize th is  active sup­
p o rt o f the Am erican to ile rs  fo r  the 
Cuban libe ra tion  s trugg le !

Discussion on the N . R. A .  and the 
Slogan "Nationalization oí Industry"

T h is  a rtic le  introduces a sub­
jec t w h ich has no t fo rm erly  
been discussed in  the M ilita n t, 
i t  is tnere lore accepted e xp lic it­
ly  as a discussion a rtic le . The 
views expresed are those of the 
w r ite r , o th e r contribu tions in  
discussion of th is  subject are 
inv ited , but they shouiu no t ex- 
ceeu <00 words—Ed.
The bourgeoisie is presenting the 

N a tiona l iu u u s tr ia l Recovery A c t 
as tne answer to the ¡soviets h ive  
Year Rian, as the  -  be lter road ' o i 
cap ita lis t planned economy. The 
“ p ian”  w h ich is to  solve tue pre­
sent crisis and bring  cap ita lism  
ou t of tne w ilderness in to  the p ro ­
mised laud, envisages the fo rm a­
tion  of trus ts  along the lines of 
European cartels on a sem i-volunt­
a ry  basis fo r  the purpose o f regu­
la tin g  com petition, a lloca ting  pro­
duction, setting standards o f m in ­
im um  wages -and m axim um  hours of 
w ork. I t  includes the aim  of ra is ­
in g  prices aud increasing the p u r­
chasing power o f the masses.

Exposure of N R A  O ur Task 
I t  is  the obvious task of the Com­

m unist to expose th is  bourgeois 
method o f so lv ing the problems o f 
the c ris is  solely fo r  its  own benefit 
w ith  the most shameless -and c rim ­
in a l disregard o f the mode o f exist­
ence o f the w ork ing  class. T h is  
exposure takes on a w ide scope.
W hat is here presented is p a rt of 
a la rge r discussion on the new pro­
blems posed by NRA.

1. We m ust show th a t N R A  is 
no th ing b u t a scheme fo r  reestal- 
b ish ing o f pro fits  fo r  the cap ita lis ts  
and so ordering in dus try  as to  give 
the ru lin g  class an all-the-m ore 
pow erfu l g riu p  on the means o f pro­
duction, the basis o f exp lo ita tion

2. I t  is  an atem pt to  organize 
Am erican cap ita lism  on a stronger 
base fo r  the purposes o f im peria l­
is t  expansion. N a tu ra lly  th is  in ­
cludes the poss ib ility  o f q luck ly  
trans fo rm ing  economy to a w a r foo t­
in g  when the ocacsion arises. And 
in  fa c t the present campaign to  pu t 
over the N R A  is  bu t the prelude, 
the  rehearsal fo r  a w a r campaign.
Am erica is  in  desperate need of 
im p e r ia lis t bases on the Asiatic! 
m ainland.

3. I t  perm its more efficient and 
concentrated action against the  
w o rk ing  class in  the event o f w o rk­

ers’ resistance. A t the same time v iew  the waste and inefficiency of

by the demagogy of fake wage in ­
creases ana ixo  incu lca ting  or the 
uiea th a t the governm ent stands 
uoove the classes ready to mediate 
in  the in terests of a ll, i t  tr ie s  to 
m il the workers in to  passive ac­
ceptance.

4. N R A  is an organized method 
fo r un loading the cris is  on the 
backs o i the workers, i t  is  the 
organized method under govern­
ment auspices o f setting the most 
wrenched ljv in g  standards fo r  the 
p ro le ta ria t. I t  is  the nation-w ide 
stagger plan w h ich  reduces hours 
of work, a t the same tim e th row ing  
tne sop to the workers of a nom­
in a l increase of hourly  pay, the net 
resu lt being th a t the workers lose 
about one week's pay a m onth. The 
wages thus saved, i t  is hoped, w i l l  
be used by the bosses to  h ire  ex tra  
nands.

5. N R A  is  the a ttem pt to  drag­
oon the workers e ither in  company 
unions o r under the leadership o f 
tne treacherous class co llabora tion­
ists. I t  is a weapon draw n against 
resist the w iles o f class collabora­
tion, then the open shop w i l l  he 
pu t over on the en tire  Am erican 
w ork ing class.

N. R. A. vs. Planned Economy
l>. We m ust emphasize also th a t 

th is  “ p lan”  is pecu lia rly  un like  
what we know as planned economy, 
f  o r planned economy is  the organ­
izing o f indus try  fo r  ever greater 
production, fo r the increase o i com­
modities, not fo r  th e ir  res tric tion . 
T h is  so-called- p lan  is  ra th e r the  
organizing o f waste, o f sabotage of 
production, of restric tions of ou tput 
— in  short i t  is  the organiz ing o f 
hunger w ith  the greatest ingenuity, 
s im p ly  and solely fo r  p ro fits . The 
a llocation o f production w ith in  the 
ca rte l means rendering id le  and use­
less a lage percentage of the  mach­
in e ry  o f production. I t  has even 
been proposed to  tax  such id le  
m achiuery ou t o f existence. (Note 
Eastman’s plan fo r scrapping old 
ra ilroa d  equipment.) The plan sup­
posedly involves the f ig u rin g  of 
costs o f production, bu t to  engage 
In any rea l analyses of the cap ita l­
is t mode o f production w ou ld  mean 
the exposure o f its  anarchy before 
the en tire  w o rk ing  class, would 
show up the serious disproportions 
o f cap ita lism  in  the-various sections 
o f the  country, w ou ld  expose to  fu ll

production under the present sys-: 
tom, p a rtic u la r ly  as concerns th e ! 
qu a n tity  o f m achiuery le f t  in  com­
plete^ idleness in  the various la rge 
plants. R a ther than a ttem pt to 
set a un ifo rm  system o f accounting 
which would v ir tu a lly  involve the 
determ ination of the socially-neces- 
sary labo r entering in to  the produc­
tion  o f a commodity, the adm in is­
tra tio n  has been forced to abandon 
th is  am bitious undertak ing and to 
adopt a “ b lanket”  code. The other 
codes being adopted im ita te  the 
generalities o f th is  b lanket code.

No, th is  is  no planned economy; 
such an economy can only be set 
in  m otion by the p ro le ta r ia t who 
alone can see to  i t  th a t no t the 
w orkers ex is t fo r  p roduction  bu t 
production fo r  the workers, who 
alone can produce fo r  use and1 not 
fo r  p ro fit.

7. The re la tion  o f N R A  to in ­
fla tio n  is  w o rth y  o f closer a tten­
tion  than is here possible. Gov­
ernm ent in fla tio n  has become a 
necessity fo r the bourgeoisie as a 
class. N R A  is  one o f the  ways of 
p reparing fo r  the la te r stages o f 
in fla tio n  and is  itse lf, th ru  the. 
p rice -fix ing  provis ion, an a ttem pt to  
“ con tro l”  the course o f the  “ in e v it­
able”  in fla tion .

Aims of the Communists
N ot alone does the Communist 

expose the rea l na ture o f th is  bour- 
geois_ a tta ck  on the w o rk ing  class, 
bu t he partic ipa tes in  a ll the im ­
mediate struggles o f the workers—  
whether fo r  h igher wages, be tte r 
conditions, the  r ig h t  to  s trike , the 
r ig h ts  o f un ionism  fo r  the righ ts  
of the w orker to  democratic justice, 
etc.— fo r the purpose o f gu id ing the  
im m ediate aims o f the s trugg le so 
th a t they coincide w ith  the interests 
o f the class as a whole, and also 
fo r the purpose o f ga in ing the con­
fidence o f the pro le ta rians th rough 
correctness o f policy, and through 
strugg le  as to make the w orker 
p o lit ic a lly  conscious in  his resist­
ance to the ru lin g  class.

Lenin states th a t “ the workers 
can acquire p o lit ic a l consciousness 
on ly  fro m  w ithou t, on ly  outside o f 
the economic struggle, outside o f 
the sphere o f re la tions between 
workers and empolyers.”  Hence 
our task “ is not m erely to  serve 
the labor movement a t each o f its  
separate stages, b u t to  represent 
the movement as a  whole, to  po in t 
ou t to  th is  movement its  u ltim a te  
alm s and Its  p o lit ic a l basis, and to  
pro tect Its  p o lit ic a l and ideological 
Independence. Isola ted from  Social 
Democracy (read Communism) the 
labor movement becomes p e tty  and 
in e v ita b ly  becomes bourgeois: in  
conducting only the economic strng-

gle the w o rk ing  class loses its  po l­
it ic a l independence; i t  becomes the 
ta i l  o f other parties and runs coun­
te r to the great slogan: “ The em­
ancipation o f the workers m ust be 
the task of the workers themselves.”  
—To fa c ilita te  the p o litica l devel­
opment and the p o lit ic a l organiza­
tion  o f the w o rk ing  class is  our 
p rinc ip a l and fundam ental task. 
Those who push th is  task in to  the 
background, who refuse to subord­
inate to i t  a l l the special tasks and 
methods of the  struggle, are s tray 
mg on to the wrong path and cause 
serious harm  to  the movement” .

The w r ite r  is  w e ll aw are th a t 
Lenin used the term s “ economic”  
and “ p o lit ic a l”  above in  the na r­
row , res tric ted  sense in  w h ich  they 
are cQumerposed to  each other. In  
tlie  broader sense o f the term , “ po l­
it ic s ”  is  concentrated economics so 
th a t to the Communist every social 
problem the economic included, is a 
p o lit ic a l problem. Nevertheless the 
narrow er in te rp re ta tions aid  in  ap­
p ly ing  a corrective to  po lic ies no t 
suffic iently all-em bracing.
Function of Intermediate Slogans

A t each stage o f development i t  
becomes the task o f the Communist 
to search fo r  th a t p a rticu la r and 
precise in term ediate slogan which 
w i l l  pe rform  best the service firs t 
of being of aetual benefit to the 
workers I f  achieved ; secondly, 
w h ich w i l l  aid in  ra lly in g  the w o rk­
ers fo r  resistance to  the ru lin g - 
class solution and in  favo r o f its  
own -solution to  a serious social 
problem, in  th is  case the problem 
of the c r is is ; th ird ly , th a t w i l l  lead 
the workers along the path o f class 
strugge towards our fina l goal of 
the seizure o f power. Is  there 
such a slogan th a t presents Its e lf 
a t th is  tim e In  any given indus­
tries? I  believe there is  bu t a few 
words are necessary before s ta ting  
i t  in  j t s  general term s firs t.

The Communist m ust be qu ite 
clear as to w ha t constitutes pro­
gressive development o f economic 
forces. F o r example, no Commun­
is t can be opposed to  the  process 
Of Irus lifica tio n . On the con tra ry  
we look upon th is  process as in ­
evitable. W hat we do oppose is 
bourgeois contro l o f the vast power 
embodied in  h igh ly  concentrated 
industry , and we propose to  substi­
tu te  our own class content in  place 
o f the ca p ita lis t class content o f 
trusts. In  s im ila r fash ion we are 
no t opposed to  unions, b u t we are 
opposed to company unions ; th a t is, 
to unions permeated by cap ita lis t 
influence. No in s titu t io n  or social 
ins trum en t is  sacroscant to  the 
w o rk ing  class on th is  very account. 
Thus in  the struggle for power

Soviets arise. I f  these Soviets are 
captured by the bourgeoisie so 
th a t they become ruling-class in ­
strum ents we stand opposed to 
them. Thus too we are against 
cap ita lis t trusts, w ith  the empha­
sis on cap ita lis t. W e assume no re- 
sponsib ility  fo r  the bourgeois mode 
o f concentrating industry , bu t we 
intervene a t a l l stages of the pro­
cess to advance the w ork ing  class 
movement along the path o f revolu 
tionary  struggle.

The Slogan of Nationalization, 
For “Ripened” Industries

Speaking s t i l l  in  the na rrow  bu t 
pe rfectly  clear sense o f the terms, 
i t  is  ra re  th a t an economic s tru g ­
gle presents its e lf  a t  the same 
tim e as c learly  a p o lit ic a l strugg le 
invo lv ing  the government and the 
state. I t  takes enormous labor on 
the p a rt of the Communist to 
transfo rm  the o rd in a ry  economic 
strugg le o f the workers In to  a p o li­
t ic a l struggle. In  the case o f the 
NR A the governm ent has been 
forced to take the in it ia t iv e  and has 
thereby presented us w ith  a prob­
lem w h ich is a t the same tim e eco­
nom ic and p o litica l, in vo lv ing  state 
power. H ow  can we take advan­
tage o f th is  fact?  On the whole 
the workers inc line  to accept the 
pretences of the ruling-class, the 
demagogy o f Roosevelt th a t he Ac­
tu a lly  desires to  so organize the  in ­
dustries as to p u tjth e  workers back 
on the job, and to increase th e ir 
a b ility  to  buy goods. These i l lu ­
sions can be destroyed on ly  by en­
gaging the w orkers in  a s trugg le 
wh ich w i l l  p u t decisive tests and 
give decisive answers, wh ich w i l l  
ca ll the b lu ff o f Roosevelt. W hy 
not have the coal m iners demand 
the na tiona liza tion  o f the mines, 
and the ra ilro a d  workers th a t o f 
the ra ilroads? In  the eyes o f the 
workers could no t the government 
then p u t the  w orkers back to  w o rk  
a t once? And w hy should no t the 
workers pa rtic ipa te  in  the contro l 
of production and in  the adm in is tra ­
tion  o f the industry?  The problem 
o f na tiona liza itou  cannot o f course 
be “ imposed”  on any in d u s try  a t 
a l l fro m  w ithou t. I t  m ust lin k  up 
w ith  the concrete fig h tin g  slogans 
and arise  as a w o rk ing  class de­
mand along w ith  and from  these 
na rrow er slogans, W ith  th is  in  
view  we w i l l  a ttem pt to show the 
a p p lic a b ility  o f the slogan o f na tion­
a liza tion  to  m in ing  and the ra i l­
roads in  la te r a rtic les .

(T o  be continued)
—JACK WEBER.

sand men is s t i l l  in  f u l l  force de­
sp ite  a i l the attem pts to make i t  
illega l under the cnarge o f being 
a Communist s trike .

F rom  St. Lou is comes the report 
th a t the c ity  is in  the g r ip  o f many 
strikes, in  the m ain i t  is  the 
c lo th ing  shops w h ich  are h it, about 
1,000 being out a t the tim e of th is  
w r itin g . A  to ta l o f 300 pickets 
have oeen arrested. In  Cleveland 
a street car s tr ik e  o f 3,000 w o rk ­
ers was na rrow ly  averted by the 
company agreeing to recognize the 
union and to have the demands fo r  
wage increases settled by a rb itra ­
tion. In  the Fresno, C a lif, region 
a s trike  of 15,000 f r u i t  pickers 
gained fo r them a 33 per cent wage 
increase. F ru it  pickers in  Jackim a 
v almy, W’asn., are on s tr ike  fo r  bet­
ter wages ana w ork ing  conditions.

These are ju s t a few examples, 
culled a t random, o f s trikes going 
o il a t th is  moment. A  glance w i l l  
convince the most sceptical observ­
er th a t there is today a s tr ik e  curve 
onstan tiy  m oving upward. T h is  is 

not accidental. Moreover, i t  is  in- 
uiea itve lo r  the fu tu re . The ex­
trem ely low  standard o f liv in g  to  
which the Am erican workers have 
oeen reduced demands improvements 
m d tlie  workers are showing deter­
m ina tion  to get it .  As the now ra ­
p id ly  upward moving cost of liv in g  
rea lly  begins to make its  effect fe lt  
tne workers w i l l  surge fo rw a rd  th a t 
much stronger.

The strikes in  progress also prove 
beyond a shadow o f doubt th a t the 
A m erican workers do not re ly  mere- 
y upon the N. R. A., despite a l l 

ns ballyhoo, to  accomplish th is  im ­
provement. G enerally speaking the 
masses s t i l l  believe th a t i t  w i l l  be 
ue lp tu l, bu t they also believe in  
reinforcem ent by th e ir  own s tr ike  
power to actually- ob ta in  its  bene­
fits. A pparen tly  we w i l l  be ju s tified  
in  saying : In  tho m ain the workers 
are s tr ik in g  today w ith  the N R A  
w ith  some signs o f tak in g  action 
regardless Of it .  Tomorow, when 
ih e ir  illus ions disapjiear, they w i l l  
no s tr ik in g  against the chains im ­
posed by the N. 14. A . — A. S.

W alk  O ut in the 
Harverstraw Shop

A fte r over three weeks of in ten­
sive organization w ork, the w ork­
ers of ike  Spiewak p la n t in  Haver- 
straw , N. Y., fo r  years t lie  o'pen- 
shop " j in x ”  of the mens’ garm ent 
m arket, unanim ously voted to go 
out on s tr ike  against p reva iling  
sweat shop conditions and fo r  the 
recognition o f the Am algamated 
C loth ing iVVorkers Union., Local ITS.

M r. ¡Spiewak is  caught sho rt w ith  
u mass o f orders th a t he cannot 
f i l l .  N o t a garm ent can be produc­
ed. In  tu rn  the L in b ro o k  p lan t 
whose cu tte rs  are on s tr ik e  w i l l  
now be tied  up, since the cu ttin g  
was a l l done a t H avers traw . News 
o f the Spiewak s tr ik e  has tremend­
ously heartened Loca l 178 in  New 
York, and has spurred i t  ou towards 
a 100 percent organ ization o f the 
in du s try .

AU the p re lim in a ry  organ ization 
w ork  prepara tory to the ca llin g  o f 
t lie  s tr ik e  was handled by Sara 
A v r in  in  close co llabora tion w ith  
the New Y ork  office o f the union.

Bosses and N R A  
Defeat Workers
The shipp ing departm ent o f the 

Geo. B . H and Co., a paper house, 
went on s trike , September 11, 1933 
a fte r being refused a m in im um  
wage o f $20 per week w h ich  the 
shipping clerks demanded.

’I l ie  tactics o f the s tr ike rs  were 
to spread the s tr ik e  so as to include 
the machine g ir ls  and the other 
workers and so as to get the sup­
port o f whatever un ion included 
shipping clerks.

The boss, know ing the raw  con­
d itions throughout the fac to ry  and 
the chances we had fo r  spreading 
the s trike , defeated our f irs t  tac tic  
by im m edia te ly a fte r  our w a lk-ou t 
ra is ing  the wages o f the employees 
on both the  papeterie and machine 
floors.

O ur second ta c tic  fa iled  because 
there is no shipp ing clerks’ union 
and because the shipping clerks 
section o f the Am algam ated W ork­
ers Union stated th a t because th e ir 
"hands were fu l l  a t present”  they 
eould no t take up our s trike .

The s tr ik e  then decided to f ile  
com pla in t against the firm  fo r  gross 
v io la tions o f the N R A : w ork ing  
machine g ir ls  14 hours a day, re­
fus ing  to  le t the shipp ing clerks 
deal w ith  h im  collective ly, paying 
below the lowest level o f the NRA.

The N R A  investigated the  firm  
and gave the boss a complete w h ite ­
washing, thus showing w h ich  class 
i t  serves.

The s trike rs  have experienced 
t lie ir  f irs t  dis illusionm ent. They 
have made th e ir  f irs t  move in  the 
d irec tio n  o f organ ization. Condi 
tions w i l l  force them  to make 
moves w h ich  they w l i l  make more 
reso lute ly and w ith  be tte r p lanning.

—¿GEO. J. SAUL.

TH E  U N TR IED  CASE—B y  H e r­
be rt B . Ehrm ann 
Vanguard I ’ ress, $2.00

I t  is  s ix  years since the tw o  m ar­
ty rs , Sacco and V anzetti were 
framed and murdered by the State 
powers of Massachusetts fo r  a 
crim e th a t a professional gang had 
committed. T h is  gang was known 
as the M o rre lli gang o f Providence, 
R. I .  A ccord ing to  the confession 
made by Castelino Madeiros, one o f 
the gang who took pa rt in  the South 
B ra in tree hold-up ou A p r i l 15th, 
1920, where a paymaster aud a 
guard were k ille d  fo r w h ich  Sacco 
and Vanzetti, innocent v ictim s, were 
executed.

On August 22, 1933, s ix  years 
a fte r the legal lynch ing of Sacco 
and Vanzetti, Ehrm ann, one of the 
defending Counsels th a t were as­
signed to  investigate the Madeiros 
confession, fo r  the f irs t  tim e te lls 
il ie  rea l inside <story o f the South 
B ra in tree  crim e to  t lie  public. On 
reading th is  book th a t is fu l l  o f 
so many facts, names, dates, names 
o f gangsters, etc., pe rta in ing  to  th is  
¡•angster m urder, one wonders w hy 

i t  is th a t the legal defenders o f 
Sacco and Vanzetti, w ithhe ld  the 
story from  the in te rna tiona l w o rk­
ing class and in te llectua ls  who de­
manded freedom fo r Sacco and Van­
zetti. The answer is, in  Ehrm ann’s 
own words found on the la s t page 
of the preface,— “ U n til Governor 
F u lle r's  decision was released on 
August 3, 1927, M r. Thompson and 
1 re fra ined from  any pub lic  com­
ment. We believed th a t i t  was 
con tra ry  to the ethics o f our p ro­
fession to t r y  ou r case in  the news­
papers. The legal aspect o f the 
case, "however, has been closed by 
death, and our d u ty  now is to t lie  
record o f h is to ry .”  T h is  shows th a t 
Thompson and Ehrm ann, although 
lib e ra l lawyers, d id  not understand 
th a t the Sacco and V anzetti case 
was a “ class”  case. T h e ir c lients 
understood i t  very w e ll. The la w ­
yers d id  no t w an t any pub lic  de­
m onstrations o r protests. Th is 
ilie y  im agined w ould  h u r t th e ir  
c lients ’ case.

T h is  book, published las t month, 
gives an in te resting  s to ry  o f how 
tlie  South B ra in tree  m urder was 
actua lly  com m itted. F rom  M adeiros’ 
confession we see th a t the crim e 
was com m itted by s ix  professional 
gangsters. T h e ir names are a ll 
given.

M r. Ehrm ann shows how Made­
iros made his confession. H e was 
in Dedham ja i l  a t the tim e together 
w ith  Nicholas Sacco and ho smug- 

led a note to  Sacco on Nov. 18th, 
1925 say ing ;— “ I  hereby confess 
to being in  the South B ra in tree  
Shoe Company crim e and th a t Sac-co 
and Vanzetti were no t in  the said 
crim e.”  The same note was sent 
by Madeiros to  the Boston A m eri­
can. The note reached deputy- 
S lie riff C u rtis  b u t got no fu rth e r. 
T h is  note started a long and to r­
tuous journey trave lled  by the de­
fense attorneys, th a t led to t lie  ex­
posure o f the M o re lli gang.

As soon as E hrm ann had estab­
lished the facts o f the m urder, he 
telephoned to the assistant d is tr ic t  
a tto rney prosecuting the Sacco- 
Vanzetti case. Ehrm ann continues 
"H e had been a class-mate o f m ine 
a t college and I  fe lt  I  could ta lk  
fra n k ly  to  him . To m y surprise 
he showed no in te rest f in  the news 
from  New Bedford and Providence.”

The au thor describes how Judge 
Webster Thayer “ listened impas­
sive ly to the arguments w h ich  las t­
ed fo r five days. He was u n ifo rm ly  
courteous and engaged in  an occas­
ional p leasantry” . I t  was the same 
judge who denied every m otion fo r  
a new tr ia l.

W hat does a ll th is  s ign ify?  T ha t 
the whole S tate apparatus, Gov. 
F u lle r  and h is  Commission con­
ta in in g  a L ibe ra l Professor lik e  
Powell m urdered tw o  workers, not 
fo r  a crim e they com m itted bu t 
fo r th e ir  rad ica l ideas. T lie  on ly 
crim e Sacco and V anze tti were 
g u ilty  o f was th a t of being unusu­
a lly  loya l to th e ir  class. They were 
ag itators. They did  not believe in 
pa trio tism  and w ar. They organ iz­
ed strikes. Sacco evaded the d ra ft. 
They were also on defense com m it­
tees fo r  help ing v ic tim s  o f the “ red”  
ra ids and deportations, a fte r  our 
L ibe ra l President W oodrow W ilson 
saved the w o rld  fo r  Democracy.

Throughout the whole book there 
is no h in t o f a connection between 
th is  case and a thousand other 
frame-ups th a t have occurred in  the 
day to day struggles against cap i­
ta lism . I t  is evident th a t Ehrm ann 
did not understand th is  fram e-up 
of cap ita lism  as Sacco and Vanzetti 
understood it .

The book, however, reads lik e  a 
detective novel and is  a useful docu­
ment 'fo r  fu tu re  h is to rians to re fe r 
to. I t  shows very sim ply how capi­
ta lis t courts w i l l  re ject every proof 
of innocence no m atte r how con­
v incing i f  i t  favours the fram e-up 
vic tim s. The book is f u l l  o f facts 
and evidence th a t conclusively 
proves even to  the in te lligence o f a 
ch ild  th a t Sacco and Vanzetti were 
m urdered though innocent.

—SAM FISH ER .

A C O R R E C T I O N
In  our a rtic le  on the Los Angeles 

Unemployed Movement, appearing 
in  the issue o f August 12, a m is­
take occurred to  w h ich  ou r a tten­
tion  has been called by  the Los 
Angeles comrades. In  reference to 
the Mays Case, I t  recorded the vote 
as being against him . I t  should be 
the opposite. H e won ou t 35 to  6.

A no ther section o f the a rtic le  d is­
cussed the sectarian, adven tu ris t 
po licy  o f the  p a rty  group w ith in

These are s t ir r in g  times. The 
masses are ge tting  in to  m otion. A re  
the m ilita n ts  on the job? I f  not, 
then make the s ta rt the  sooner the  
better. A  very  good beginning is to 
take ho ld o f our lite ra tu re  and 
b ring  i t  to  other workers. In  th is  
the M ilitant should be included.

th is  movement a t the tim e o f fo r­
m ation o f the C ounty W orkers P ro­
tective Union. There was noth ing 
incorrect about th is  characteriza­
tion , b u t our Los Angeles comrades 
po in t ou t th a t despite th is  po licy 
the P ro tective  Union has since 
grow n and acquired a broad basis. 
A l l  m ilita n ts  are co-operating in  
activities within it.


