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'The Evil Genius of the American Labor Movement'

A  Monument to Gompers
“I t  is fitting that in  the capi­

ta l of the nation a  statue should 
stand through the ages to re­
mind future generations of the 
services to tin t nation of a  pa­
trio t who served his country 
well.”
These are President Roosevelt’s 

words of tribute in dedicating a 
monument not to a general, an ad­
m iral or an imperialist free-booter 
but to a labor leader—Samuel Gom- 
pers, the deceased president of the 
American Federation of Labor. The 
president of the United States is 
so lavish w ith his praise for Gom- 
pers because he feels a deep ad­
miration for the man whom he 
rightly considers not a tribune of 
the oppressed or a warrior for a 
new society but a stanch p illar of 
the powers-that-be, a “ patriot” .

We have no argument w ith  Roose­
velt when he says that Gompers 
“ served his country well” . Indeed 
Wilson’s eulogy of Gompers, quot­
ed' by Roosevelt, reveals how deeply 
the masters are indebted to Samuel 
Gompers.

“I f  I  may be permitted to do 
so”, said Wilson in  1917, “I  want 
to express my admiration of his 
patriotic courage, his large vis­
ion and his statesmanlike sense

K h a k i S h irts  
Get Medals

New York City.—Silver medals 
for “ bravery in  action” have lately 
been bestowed upon several mem­
ber's of the Fascist Khaki Shirts 
of America who took part in  the 
clash w ith anti-Fascists in Astoria, 
N. Y., on July 14, when Anthony 
Fierro, anti-Fascist student, was 
killed. I t  is for Fierro’s death that 
his comrade Athos Terzani faces 
tr ia l here solely on the basis of 
an accusation by “ General”  A rt J. 
Smith, commander-in-chief of the 
Khaki Shirts.

Eight of those who were in  the 
Astoria affair, including Smith, 
were decorated recently in Khaki 
Shirts headquarters in Philadelphia. 
This was done w ith  pretentious 
ceremony. The silver medal is de­
scribed as “ the American Fascist
meritorious service cross.”  _ _  _

After “ General”  Smith received labor movement that he led

of what has to be done. I  like 
to lay my mind alongside of a 
mind that knows how to pull in  
harness. The horses that kick 
over the traces w ill have to be 
put in  a corral”.
“In  Harness”—For the Bosses 
From the outset of his career as 

a labor leader, Gompers caused the 
capitalist class litt le  worry. He 
knew how to pull in harness—not 
for the workers. The bosses reaped 
a lucrative harvest from the plas­
tic ity of Samuel Gompers who 
traded the lighting batallions of the 
proletariat for the Judas gold of 
respectability.

Gompers founded the American 
Federation of Labor; he was its 
president until his death in 1924. 
For this activity he has not suf­
fered the storm of abuse, calumny 
and vilification with which thg ru l­
ing class so profusely showers 
me protagonists of the labor move­
ment. On the contrary he is glori- 
lied in a monument erected to his 
memory in the citadel of American 
imperialism. A  curse at the death 
of “Big B ill”  Haywood, a sigh of 
relief at the passing of Debs and 
a monument for Gompers! The 
oligarchy of capital knows how to 
estimate the work of labor’s lead­
ers.

i t  never could be said of Mr. Gom­
pers that he "kicked over the 
traces” . His kick was at the work­
ing class. H is long years of ser­
vice, earning him such profuse 
praise from Roosevelt, began w ith 
renegacy from the socialist move­
ment wnose ideas he assimilated as 
a young cigar maker. He deserted 
socialism for the respectability of 
a “pure and simple”  craft union 
movement whose motto was “a fa ir 
day’s wage fo r a fair' day’s work” . 
He wanted no connection w ith the 
socialists because they preached a 
doctrine of “class hatred anti v iol­
ence as an importation of foreign­
ers” . No connection with the so­
cialists or the mass of unskilled 
who might be contaminated with 
radical ideas—this was his credo 
in founding the A. F. of L. in 1881. 
The great mass of exploited work­
ers standing outside of the sequest­
ered cloister of the aristocracy of 
labor were also outside the con­
cern of Gompers.

A Bulwark Against Radicalism 
The whole career of Samuel 

Gompers was predicated on curry­
ing the favor of the master class, 
of showing them by deeds that the

was

New  Issues Disturb 53rd 
A . F. of L. Convention

Mass M ovem ent Surges against O ld  Forms; Roosevelt Threatens Strikers

this honor from the. general staff good 100% American—a bulwark 
of his organization, he bestowed a ugainst radicalism. In  1894 the
I t l p A  n n / i A i m f l A n  A n  A d i n i a n f  , .  .  ,  ,  , ,  . .memorable strike led by the Amenlike decoration on Adjutant Gen­
eral J. E Monaghan, Col. Pasquale 
Rogliano, Emilio Torres, Frank 
Moffer, Mario Martiin, Albert L ’- 
Agostino, and Algessio De Felice.

A t the same time a sliver cross 
was pinned upon Mrs, Domenico 
Sica, widow of an Ita lian character­
ized as “ the first martyr of the 
Khaki Shirts.”  Sica was killed in 
South Philadelphia in June, and 
press reports said that he met his 
death during an attempt of the 
Khaki Shirts to break up an anti- 
Fascist meeting in a hall. Inves­
tigation indicates, however, that 
Sica was not injured during the 
break-up of that meeting, but was 
stabbed afterward on the sidewalk 
outside, evidently by some private 
enemy.

New Inquiry In to  K illing
D istrict Attorney Charles S. 

Colden of Queens County, who 
agreed on August 28 to make a 
new inquiry into the Fierro k il l­
ing, has before him the declara­
tions of Terzani and another eye­
witness Nichelangelo Palumbo, 
made on the night of the tragedy, 
that Fierro actually was shot down 
by “ General”  A rt Smith’s associat­
es ni the Khaki Shirts.

Mr. Colden is running for Bor­
ough President of Queens on the 
Democratic ticket next month, and 
his office voiced no objection when 
the Terzani defense asked recently 
for two months postponement of 
the tria l. I t  is now set fo r Nov­
ember 27.

So fa r no brief has been- filed 
by the prosecution in support of 
Assistant D istrict Attorney Joseph 
Loscalzo’s resistance of the defense 
demand fo r photographs of a ll 
finger-prints on the murder-gun. 
Just what tangible reasons Mr. 
Loscalzo can offer for withholding 
those finger-prints remain to be 
seen. I t  is believed by observing 
lawyers here that the prosecution 
w ill have difficulty in  justifying its 
position that i t  should not be 
obliged to disclose the finger-prints 
on the gun in advance of tria l.

Terzani’s four.page affidavit' which 
accompanied the petition for the 
finger-impressions, contends that he 
cannot have a fa ir  tr ia l unless he 
is permitted to show by expert 
testimony that the finger-prints on 
the pistol are not his. He chal­
lenges the state to produce those 
prints in  open court.

Money is needed urgently for 
Terzani’s defense. Contributions 
should be sent to Herbert Mahlor, 
treasurer of the united-front Ter­
zani Defense Committee, 94 F ifth  
Avenue, - New York City.

can Labor Union and its great in- 
spiartional force, Eugene Victor 
Debs, dared the power of the ra il­
way magnates. The government 
sent the m ilitia  against the strik­
ers. On the other side the rail-

The fifty-th ird  annual convention 
of the American Federation of 
Labor, now in session in Washing­
ton, D. C., marks the largest gather­
ing of this body representing more 
workers, according to the official 
figures, than any time since its con­
fab in Buffalo in 1917. Its attitude 
towards the NRA, the rising strike 
wave and the burning problem of 
craft or industrial unionism are 
up for decision at this meeting.

The convention is infused with 
the ballyhoo spirit of the “New 
Deal” . President William Green 
told the assembled delegates of the 
blessings of the NRA, saying that 
the “ tide has turned” fo r labor and, 
further, that “ the president himself 
w ill reiy upon the hosts of labor to 
s e e  this thing satisfactorily 
through.”  Exactly what this re li­
ance on the president w ill mean the 
delegates were not long in finding 
out. Senator Wagner came before 
the gathering and bewailed the fact 
that the working class, which had 
so patiently suffered during the 
tour years of crisis, “ should resort 
so largely to extreme methods after 
revival has begun and when further 
revixal depends upon the success of 
the program of cooperation.” The 
strikes are plainly disturbing the 
Roosevelt administration.

Joltnson Threatens Strikers
Much sharper, much blunter, and 

iar more threatening was the warn­
ing of Roosevelt’s man Friday, Gen­
eral Johnson, Green had complain­
ed that the wages set in the codes 
were not adequate. Others had 
urged that the organized workers 
use their power to gain what they 
thought was so generously offered 
under the NRA. This was mani - 
fested in the great strike wave that 
has been the almost automatic re­
sponse of the working class. Not 
so with General Johnson who at­
tempted to persuade the delegates 
that their rights were “effectively” 
protected under the NRA adminis­
tration. And if  the workers w ill 
not believe this, i f  their conditions

of life  belie it, then Johnson has 
this to say: “ The plain stark truth 
is that you cannot tolerate the 
strike.”  If, in  spite of this threat, 
the workers have recourse to the 
strike weapon then Johnson has the 
following threat to make: “Public 
opinion is the essential power in 
ihis country. In  the end i t  w ill 
nreuk down and destroy every sub­
versive iniluence.”

I t  is unnecessary to write that 
the delegates did not accept thé 
challenge and fling i t  back into his 
teeth. As has been the case for 
years the Lett wing was conspicu­
ous by its absence. The fa t salaried 
office holders are monopolizing the 
stage. The Greens und Lewises, for 
whom Johnson has words of praise 
as ugainst the rebellious coal min­
ers, are running this show. The 
.Stalinist party, which has consist­
ently robbed the A. F. of L. of any 
organized Left wing, sent its “A. 
F. of L. Committee on Unemployed 
insurance” to the convention. I t  
was refused admittance on the 
grounds that the unions i t  claimed 
to represent were already seated at 
the convention and i t  was perempt­
orily thrown out by the police. No 
word of protest was raised in the 
convnetion.

A “Fam ily” Faction Fight
f t  is true that there is a faction 

fight in  the Federation. But this 
is only a family quarrel over the 
spoils. John L. Lewis is making a 
bid for power. Green is solidly en­
trenched. I t  gppears that Green 
and his lieutenants w ill retain the 
honor of being the outstanding offi­
cial servants of the capitalist class 
in the labor movement.

These squabbles for place and 
sinecures give a picture of unreality 
to the convention of an organization 
tlnu bas seen a tidal wave of union­
ization sweeping the country. 500 
federal unions, some in basic in­
dustries, have been added to the 
A. F. of L. in the recent period. 
Whether they liked it  or no, the 
bureaucrats of the Federation were 
forced to wrestle with this problem.

The convention was inescapably 
confronted w ith the issue that has 
ourned w ithin the labor movement 
generally and w ithin the federation 
for decades: How to organize the 
vast sections of the workers in  the 
trustified basic industries, rubber, 
automobile, steel, oil, etc.—in craft 
or industrial unions The conven­
tion divided into two camps. On 
the one side, the impotent craft un­
ions, jealously guarding their.auto­
nomy and their officials jeaiously 
guarding the dues; on the other 
hand the unions fo r whom the in­
dustrial or vertical form are a mat­
ter of growth or stagnation.

Issue of Industrial Unionism
The New York Times reports that 

a “ long and bitter” debate took 
place over this question. The U. 
M. W. A. and the Brewery union de­
legations led the fight for changing 
ihe tiauitional form of the A. F. of 
L. The craft form  of organization 
is responsible fo r the jurisdiction 
disputes wracking the Federation 
and hamstringing its effectiveness 
in organizing the unorganized in 
the heavy industries.

By a vote of 13,872 to 5,859 the 
advocates of industrial unionism 
were defeated. But the huge size 
of the minority vote foreshadows 
the scope that the demand fo r in­
dustrial unionism w ill assume in 
the future. In  the end the push 
away from the obsolete craft union 
w ill be irresistible.

An ironic touch to the convention 
is provided in the resolution offer­
ed by Paul Scharrenberg of the 
California Federation of Labor, 
stating that Mooney is innocent and 
urging a message to the California 
authorities calling for his immedi­
ate pardon. I t  w ill be remembered 
that i t  was this same Scharrenberg 
who sabotaged the movement for 
Mooney’s release and was the target 
of Mooney’s bitterest condemnation. 
Significant i t  is that even the Schar- 
renbergs are forced to give lip- 
service to a cause they hate. The 
masses are moving.

Striking Silk Workers 
Protest New N R A  Code

The Cuban Government Moves to the R ight
The recent flare-up of the army force their demands for higher pay the exorbitant rates of the 

rank and file against the officers \ wages and better conditions, 
barricaded in the National Hotel iu j Government Turns ito Right
Havana weakened the government: The sending of armed detachments 
and strengthened the soldiers. The

road men were supported by tHe assault was cairted cub against; fine 
— - - . - - - - temporizing policy of the govern- uleKnights of Labor and the Farmers’ 
Alliance which promised to feed 
the strikers. The country wa§ in 
an uproar, the class lines were 
drawn taut and the unions were 
clamoring for action—for support 
of the Pullman workers.

Gompers called a meeting of the 
A. F. of L. Executive Council and 
refused to call either general or 
local strikes in support of the be­
leaguered railroad workers. Debs 
was charged w ith contempt of court 
for violating the injunction. Gom­
pers seized this opportunity to 
prove to the master class that the 
labor organization associated with 
his name would have no part in 
radical action. The strike was lost, 
in no small degree because of the 
treachery of Gompers. Debs went 
to ja i l ; Gompers won the good 
graces of Wall Street. Gompers 
was learning the lesson of solidar­
ity—with the ruling class.

National Civic Federation 
I t  was as president of the Na­

tional Civic Federation that Gom­
pers earned his spurs as a trusted 
lieutenant of the capitalists w ithin 
the ranks of labor. An organiza­
tion composed of notorious labor 
haters like Ralph Easly and labor’

against the workers and the forci- 
suppression of the Communist

(Continued on Page 4)

ment with regard to the agents o f  Party in Havana and other cities 
the Machado terror and now the1 marks the end of the Martin gov- 
champions of De Cespedes. The1 ernment’s development to the left 
speed and energy with which the'on the basis of the struggle against 
soldiers attacked the officers follow-! imperialism, and its evolution to the 
ing the latter’s provocation testified' right out of fear of the workers 
to their hatred of their former su-' and the pressure of the Cuban bour- 
periors and their dissatisfaction1 geoisie and the American imperial- 
with the policy of the government.1 ists. This change of direction,

The sniping, from roof tops and' which characteristic of the whole 
windows and the innumerable min-' course of the petty bourgeoisie and 
iature street battles which follow- was *0 foreseen, is inherent in
ed the battle of the National Hotel; the position of the petty bourgeoisie |  thirty-two cents a day; 
sharply emphasized the fact that Cuban society. j f o r  h0Spitai patients, before tto
large numbers of the population are The social structure of Cuba is hospitals ceased to function, twelve! 
armed. Following the overthrow cast in the capitalist mold:-hour-, T . f  .. . . .  .
of Machado the ABC systematically geoisie, petty bourgeoisie and the
armed its members and sympathiz- working class. But for' the bourge-' merciless pressure of the
ers. The Student Directorate did oisie it  is a distorted one. The crisis, the domination of the coun- 
the same. In  the interior the work- bourgeoisie is not master in its own try ’s Hf® by American capitalism

house. The almost total concentra-! and the tyrannical rule of Machado 
tion of the economic resources of drove the petty bourgeoisie on to 
the country in the hands of Ameri- the path of revolution. The same

American owned u tility  companies.
In New York City, which has a __
high rate, the cost of domestic sured that the bosses w ill fight for

The Paterson silk strikers have 
met the latest intervention of the 
government in its attempt to im­
pose a code containing lower wages 
chan those obtaining before the 
strike. They have rejected i t  to 
a man. The battle lines stand 
solid.

I t  is this institution that is sup­
posed to raise wages and improve 
conditions—-the NRA—which has 
made the proposal to the striking 
silk workers that they return to 
work under a minimum wage of 
$12-$13. The thin veneer of the 
Roosevelt New Deal is beginning to 
peel off'—for the Paterson workers 
at least. The first intimation that 
such a raw deal was being put over 
by Roosevelt and his crew brought 
a delegation of strikers from Pat- 
erson to Washington to make it 
clear that the silk workers would 
not countenance this step backward 
to slave conditions—that they would 
light the battle to the end and get 
a settlement on the picket line 
where they make the greatest chal­
lenge to the bosses’ lie.

So flagrant was the propose^ 
code, such an outright concession 
to the rayon bosses, that a peculiar 
form of united front took place in 
Washington. Not only the delega­
tion of silk workers, but preachers, 
businessmen, politicians and silk 
bosses went to the capital to pro­
test the proposed code. The bosses 
are making the most of this coin­
cidence.

The Paterson Evening News purrs 
with unconcealed delight over what 
i t  considers a demonstration of 
class collaboration.

“Paterson is making history to 
day for its industrial records!

“ The trek to Washington, which 
brought several hundred Paterson 
silk strikers, manufacturers, dyers, 
businessmen and clergymen togeth­
er fighting as one in  the common 
cause, is an epochal demonstration 
of the civic consciousness of this 
city.

"When all -shades of labor and 
employing thought can join hand 
in hand and, forgetting their basic 
differences of wages and hours, 
stand shoulder to shoulder with 
their proverbial enemies, the boss­
es, then there is some powerful mov­
ing force which is welding together 
so solidified and impressive a move­
ment.”

This statement is calculated to 
deceive the workers. The interests 
of the bosses and the workers are 
far from identical. The Paterson 
silk bosses are opposed to the pre­
sent code because i t  would be dis­
astrous to their business, their pro­
fits, in the struggle with competit­
ors. The silk workers can rest as­

electricity is six and five cents per 
kilowatt hour. In  Havana i t  is 
seventeen; in the interior i t  is as 
high as twenty. Altho they were 
equipped to use these necessities, 
whole towns are forced to do w ith­
out gas and electricity.

Under the pressure of the increas­
ing difficulties of his rule, Machado 
reduced the public services. A ll 
high schools were closed in 1932. 
This economy program was also ex­
tended to a lesser degree to the low­
er schools. Practically a whole 
generation was condemned to i l l i ­
teracy. The appropriation fo r army

ers armed themselves as best they 
could. In Cienfuegos the workers 
sacked the hardware stores and car­
ried off arms and amunition. Fol­
lowing the establishment of the 
Grau San Martin government and 
the rjsing tide of working class 
struggles the students organized 
the Carribean Army, an armed 
auxiliary to the police and army. 
Today the armed detachments of 
students are being directed against 
the workers to recover from them 
the mills they have seized to en-

Too M uch C offee!
Workers who have trouble these 

days getting a nickel fo r a cup of 
coffee ought to have their loyalty 
to the capitalist system strengthen­
ed by the following article from 
the New York Times of October 7, 
1933:

“ Since July 1931, the National 
Coffee Department of Brazil has de­
stroyed 3,050,124,000 pounds of cof­
fee, having a value of approximate­
ly  $200,000,000, according to re­
ports to the New York Coffee and 
Sugar Exchange. The program of 
destruction so far has eliminated 
the equivalent of a fu ll year’s world, 
consumption.

“ In  the last few months the 
Brazilian Government agency has 
been speeding up the destruction. 
In September 196,430,000 pounds, or 
1,511,000 bags, were destroyed,

while in the three months ended on 
Sept. 30, 621,660,000 pounds, or 
4,782000 gags, were destroyed, either 
by burning or by dumping into the 
ocean.

“ About 15,500,000 bags of coffee 
are held in the Brazilian ware 
houses now, against 25,048,000 a 
year ago and 27,999,000 two years 
ago” .

I f  you go without coffee now you 
know the reason. There is too 
much of it.

C H I C K E N  D I N N E R  
Saturday, October 14th a t 8 F . M.

by
P R O T O M A G I A

Speech by
D I E G O  R I V E R A  
ADMISSION . . 50c

International Workers School 
126 East 16th Street, N . Y . C.

can capital leaves little  room and 
very few avenues of development 
for , the Cuban bourgeoisie except 
in the service of Yankee imperial­
ism. Thus, Machado on the road 
to power became the vice-president 
of several American corporations 
in Cuba.

But the petty bourgeoisie can­
not aspire even to vice-presidencies. 
The student in the university who 
studied law knew that nearly all 
of the legal practice of the country 
was in the hands of large Amerian 
law firms. The colono, who rented 
land from the large American 
owned1 mills and corporations, on 
which he raised sugar cane, the 
only market for which is these 
same mills and corporations, was 
hopelessly enmeshed in the net of 
American property and finance. 
Across the road of development 
into big bourgeoisie in Cuba stands 
the American imperialist colossus.
The Impoverishment of the Petty 

Bourgeoisie
On the other hand, the crisis in 

sugar, which began years before the 
present world crisis of capitalism, 
impoverished not only the workers 
but also the petty bourgeoisie. To 
pay the interest and principal on 
Machado’s loans from Wall Street 
his extravagant public works’ pro­
gram, and his army, he levied in­
supportable taxes, which fe ll upon

factors pushed the workers along 
the same road. A ll the efforts of 
the petty bourgeoisie to remove 
Machado were unavailing juntil the 
workers intervened w ith a general 
strike. The continuing struggles of 
the workers provided the Left petty 
bourgeoisie w ith their opportunity 
to remove the servile De Cespedes 
government.

(Continued on Page 4)

a strike settlement at rock bottom 
level. Just w a it: tear gas and 
policemen’s clubs w ill dispel all this 
pretty idyll of class collaboration.

«Rev.» Green Preaches

The President of the American 
Federation of Labor besides being 
a great “ friend” of Labor and a 
still gleater friend of the bosses is 
also a magnificent preacher. I f  
anybody has any doubt of the labor 
“ leader’s” preaching abilities he 
has only to read his sermon de­
livered last Saturday at Washing­
ton Cathedral, in  his heart-rend­
ering appeal to the bosses to banish 
poverty from our sinful earth Fa­
ther Green said:

“Masters, render unto your 
servants that which is just and 
equal, knowing that ye also have 
a Master in heaven.’
Ye merciful bosses:

“In s till in those who have 
made possible your success the 
power to continue living a good 
life . Among them let your bless­
ing be shown in the form of ade­
quate and steady wages.
B ill Green, as we see, is not only 

a fa ith fu l servant of his earthly 
bosses but also a devoted preacher 
of the Gospel of the Big Boss in 
heaven. —D. MARCUS.

Too M uch B utter!
The recent advice of the govern- this “ surplus” . I t  w ill then be 

ment to the farmers to plow Up £urne<i over to the tender mercies
1 of the big hearted dairy bosses 
who are not a bit squeamish about 
saying what they are going to do 
with it. They say openly they w ill 
destroy it,—if  necessary.

at least 10 million acres of cotton, 
while a large section of the popula­
tion is clad in the shoddies of rags, 
was not enough. The insanity of 
insanities that has h it the starving 
American proletariat square In the 
face is the news that there is too 
much butter! The solution? Well, 
there are many. But one and all 
are directed toward one end, to cut 
the existing supply of butter. To 
bring this about the dairy compan­
ies say that i t  is necessary to k ill

In the land where millions walk 
the streets and starve; where hun­
ger stalks the country like some 
gaunt wolf, leaving a train of 
death, disease, prostitution and 
crime in its wake; where 8 million 
underfed school children try  to 
learn on empty stomachs that

solve the question of the “surplus' 
butter which is already on hand, 

the petty bourgeoisie w ith crushing j For this they need money and they 
force. Out of their decreasing in . have already asked the RFC for a 
come the petty bourgeois^ bad to fund of 30 m illion dollars to buy up

a large number of the cows now on George Washington was a great 
hand. But this w ill not of course man; where infant mortality and

suicide present a steadily rising 
percentage, where demonstrations 
of starving workers are common 
and frequent,—in this land there is, 
i f  you please, too much butter!

At the present time a hearing is 
in progress in N. Y. for a silk code. 
What w ill emerge from this hearing 
is s t i l l  a matter fo r conjecture. But 
this much is certain: i f  the silk 
vorkers relax their vigilance in 
regard to the conniving of the NRA 
and the officials of the U. T. W., 
epresented by Panken at the hear­

ing, then the outcome of the strike 
w ill be far from favorable for the 
strikers.

The extension of the strike, the 
maintenance of the picket lines— 
only on this condition can the Pat­
erson worker's wrest a victorious 
settlement from the bosses.

OPEN FORUM
TH E  NEW  YORK ELECTION  

CAMPAIGN
Speaker:

M A X  S H A C H T M A N  
Friday Night, October 20th, 1933’ 
at International Workers School

126 East 16th Street 
Auspices: Manhattan Branch,

Communist League of America 
(Opposition)

ADMISSION 10 CENTS

Miners’ Strike
Bucks N.R.A.

In spite of Senator Wagner, and 
a ll the big and little  flunkeys of 
the A. F. of L., the striking miners 
in Pennsylvania have not accepted 
this wisdom. When the “ magnific­
ent policies”  of the NRA were re­
vealed to them last week by a “set­
tlement”  that did not recognize the 
United' Mine Workers in the captive 
mines of the Steel Trust, the min­
ers remained on strike. Rooeevelt 
and Johnson had ordered them to 
go back to work, vice-president 
Murray of the NMWA had rushed 
head over heels to accept the set­
tlement, Murray had promised that 
my miner who did not return to 
,vork “ would not live long” , and 
still the miners stayed out.

Even i f  Lewis, Murray and Co., 
try to pass off a sell-out “ settle­
ment”  the miners understand the 
difference. After a ll the mbney 
which such sellouts put into the 
purses of Lewis and Murray Is 
sweated out of the hides of the 
miners who remain in peonage and 
slavery. Even when the UMWA 
misleaders threatened to outlaw the 
strike, the ranks held firm.

The Miners Force A “Recoil- 
consideration”

Result: President Rosevelt is now 
almost talking of union recognition. 
.Murray is again rushing headlong 
to open new negotiations. The, U. 
A. Steel Trust has finally consented 
to confer with the U.M.W.A. In  
hort, the miners have forced Roose­

velt, the U. S. Steel, and the C. M. 
W .A. bureaucrats to begin a ll over1 
igain in their attempt to swindle 
the strikers out of the gains of 
.heir strike. If, instead, the min- 
rs had accepted Senator Wagner’s 
ecovery philosophy, they would be 

sack at work w ith nothing gained 
except bullets and deaths from its 
Reel Trust’s gunmen.

The strike is far from won. A l­
though Roosevelt is talking brave- 
iy about, “ collective bargaining” , he 
is s till the same man who a week' 
ago accepted tihe agreement that 
did not recognize the union. The 
Murray, who is now lacking the 
hand of the steel bosses, is the 
same man who threatened death to 
a ll miners who did not accept the 
sell out. From such people the 
miners can expect nothing but 
treachery. I f  the strike demands 
are to be won, i t  w ill not be won 
through Roosevelt’s promises or 
’hrough the negotiations of Murray. 
They w ill be won only through the 
militant' struggle of the workers 
themselves. And1 only through a 
m ilitant policy in the U. M. W. A. 
w ill these demands, once won, be 
maintained. For that policy to ex­
ist, there must, be an organized Left 
wing in the union.

PETER MORTON.

C H I C A G O  M E E T I N G  
ARNE SWABECK

on
TH E  FUTURE OF INTERNA­

TIO NA L COMMUNISM
at

Intem taional Labor Lyceum 
2557 W. North Ave. 

Sunday, October 2£—3 P. M.

S T L O U I S  M E E T I N G  
ARNE SWABECK 

at
CRUN'DEN LIBRARY  

A U D ITO R IU M  
14th and Cass Avenues 

Friday, October 27, 8 P. M . 
B A N Q U E T  

at
7119 Lafayette Avenue 

S aturday, O ctober 28, 8 P . M .

| Peat OfBee at New Y ork. N. ¥ . under the act a t Marsh u  IBM
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Sabotaging the  
Mooney Front

FROM THE MILITANTS

Sept. 9 was the date set for a 
huge Mooney demonstration on 
Boston Common. In  preparation 
for this demonstration the preced­
ing Sunday, Sept. 3, was designated 
as Mooney Sunday. A ll organiza­
tions regularly holding meetings on 
Boston Common Sundays were call­
ed upon to dispense w ith their own 
meetings and participate in the 
Mooney meeting. The C, P. was 
approached and promised to open 
the meeting from its platform and 
then turn the platform over to the 
Mooney meeting.

C. P. Fails to Appear
Sunday, Sept. 3, came. No or­

ganization held a meeting of its 
own. Some organizations turned 
out to the Mooney meeting. And 
the C. P.? They were nowhere to 
be found. I t  was after waiting for 
some time in hopeless expectation 
for the party to appear that the 
Left Opposition produced its plat­
form and the meeting was opened, 
not by the C. P. as promised, but 
by the committee itself.

This, as we remember, was the 
campaign meeting to prepare the 
masses for the great demonstration 
scheduled fo r September 9 at which 
we were to hear the best speakers; 
those speakers capable of stirring 
the masses to action. And i t  was 
not an easy matter for the commit­
tee to come to a conclusion as to 
who should be the main speaker.
For a brief two weeks before the 
date of the demonstration i t  was 
reported that the national office of 
the Tom Mooney Council of Action 
had made no reply to the request 
for a speaker. The delegate of the 
Communist League then proposed 
comrade Cannon as the speaker for 
Sept. 9.

I t  must be said at this point that 
i f  the Stalinist party had been con­
spicuous by its absence up t i l l  now, 
i t  became more conspicuous by its 
presence—by proxy—as soon as our 
speaker was proposed. Experience 
has taught us to distinguish between SanS want to rule and dictate even 
the attacks that come from a party ut section meetings, 
member and those from a party ex-1 Furthermore, the "Fraternal 
member who is trying hard to make an^ the fake "Progressives” ,
good. And so the party “ sympath-1 the Matlins, the Ladermaus, the 
izer” proceeded to point out that l^ v id  Myers: they, together with 
by no means must the Communist I the union administration forced a

In the Pocketbook 

M akers Union
i t  is three months since the 

striae of the i ’ocaetuook Workers 
was settled, Yu ante, However, uie 
"fra te rna l d u o  uunnnistrauou 
lias not called a membership meet­
ing tyj report aDout conditions in 
tu t siiups or wheiner me agreement 
is eulorced. .Meanwhile the em­
ployers don't live up to the agree­
ment. m  many shops workers do 
not get the scale. Yne administra­
tion is not doing a thing to see to 
it  that tlie employers live up to 
the agreement. Although the cost 
of living has gone up tne wages oi 
ilie pocketbook workers have re­
mained the same. Yet even the old 
wage scale is not enforced. In  
many shops overtime is permitted 
at a time when unemployment is 
so serious in  our industry.

Moreover, Charles Goldman, the 
despot, the czar of our union, is 
misusing the employment office for 
ms clique. Only his henchmen are 
given yobs. Workers who have 
been idle fo r two or three years 
nave no chance of getting a joo ana 
are condemned to starve with tiie ir 
women and children, is  i t  any 
wonder why the misleaders have 
not called a meeting for the last 
.nice months? Yes, they did cat 
two sections meetings to t i l l  vac­
ancies in  the two sections. What 
happened? A t the pocketbook sec 
tion meeting a few weeks ago the 
entire office staff came and terror­
ized the membership in  order to 
smuggle through their candidate 
for the Joint Council. When they 
could not succeed the manager, 
Stein, broke up the meeting.

Two weeks later the operators’ 
section meeting was called. Again 
they tried the same scheme of ter­
rorizing, bulldozing, watching how 
members voted. In  spite of a il tnis 
the operators elected a ll the rank 
and file candidates. The “ Fraternal 
Club”  candidates were defeated. 
In  conservative unions, even, we 
never hear that officers should in­
terfere in  section affairs, but in  
our union the “ Fraternal Club

League delegate “ who wants to dis 
rupt the united front” be permitted 
to bring her political interests here 
and build prestige for her organiza­
tion, Under no circumstances must 
Cannon speak because “ that would 
give a face to the meeting.” The 
support to this attack came from 
other such “ supporters” of Com­
munism who stated that they would 
be satisfied w ith local speakers for 
the sake of helping peace in the 
committee. Thus the Stalinists won 
a victory: the Mooney demonstra­
tion had no face.

However, when the day of the 
demonstration arrived, when the 
“ impartial”  chairman lauded the N. 
K. A. as a revolutionary movement 
and urged the workers to support 
i t ;  and when the “ dynamic” Palm- 
er, whom the National office sent, 
posed Mooney to the audience not 
as an outstanding labor leader but 
as a poor victim of frame-up which 
might befall anybody i t  became evi­
dent, even to the staunch support­
ers of the Stalinist party, that a 
Mooney meeting without a face was 
not very attractive.

Campaign Speech for the C. P.
Out of the audience, therefore, 

was picked a leading party member 
who was to make repairs. And he 
did. From this speaker we got a

tax of ten percent on the workers 
without a membership meeting. 
They also put on a staff of or­
ganizers and business agents w ith­
out the approval of the member­
ship.

The entire needle trades are world 
ing at the present time 35 hours 
a week. We in the pocketbopk in­
dustry, who have so much unem­
ployment, are s till working 40 hours 
a week. In the meantime, accord­
ing to rumors, the union officials 
are negotiating with the employers 
the terms of a Code. Have they 
called any membership meeting to 
discuss the terms of the code or to 
report on the negotiations? No. 
And why not? The answer is that 
the “ Fraternal Club”  and the “ Pro­
gressives” say this union is a dem- 
ocratip organization and a socialist 
union; we are not like the Left 
wing .who try  to capture the union 
for the Communist P arty ; we are 
not Left wingers. So they divided 
the union among themselves. The 
Right wing has always looked upon 
the union as its private property. 
This is in accordance with Socialist 
Party democracy in the trade un­
ions.

We warn the pocketbook work­
ers in time and we urge them to 
come to the next membership meet­
ing and demand an account from

in actual fact, been relegated to the 
limbo of the forgotten. The main 
activity of its membership at pre­
sent is in  making the Sunday night 
dances a financial success. The 
Student Forum exists in name only, 
its doom was sealed when the mem- 
Lers and sympathizers of the Left 
Opposition were expelled. And Joe 
Ross, the League bureaucrat, who 
rose to the highest position in the 
club because of his scandal inonger- 
ing against the Oppositionists, has 
long since deserted it. Like most 
others who live on slander, the first 
signs that he would have to par­
ticipate in rank and file activity, 
sent him scurrying.

The logical outcome of a ll this 
is an a ir of pessimism and gloom 
pervading the Left wing movement 
in the neighborhood. The most 
glowing eulogies about the cor­
rectness of the party line and the 
great possibilities for organization, 
leave the rank and file cold. Cer­
tainly the office leadership of Skiar 
and* 1 Gilbert w ill not l i f t  the mem­
bership out of the stupor and lassi­
tude that exists w ithin the ranks.

Discussing ‘‘Trotskyism”
Although there is at present a 

general strike of painters taking 
place, i t  is not this that is worry­
ing the party leaders. The discus­
sion on “ Trotskyism”  in  the party 
headquarters, the open reading of 
the M ilitan t the fact that a resolu­
tion demanding a debate was pass, 
ed at an open a ir meeting at Bitkin 
and Hfistol Streets has them fran­
tic. They know that an accounting 
w ill soon be asked for from the 
district, i f  i t  already has not been 
done. Among the active and clear- 
thinking party and league members 
there is a growing belief that the 
C. P. is unable to live up to its 
blustering and boisterous rhetoric. 
Defeat after defeat on every field 
Is driving home the painful lesson 
of the bankruptcy of Stalinism. 
W ith ever-growing loree the con­
viction that the principles of the 
Left Opposition are correct, is 
asserting itself. There can be no 
doubt that w ithin a short space of 
time the best forces of the party 
w ill renounce the organizers of de 
feat and take their rightfu l places 
w ith the inheritors of October— 
THE BOLSHEVIK-LENINISTS.

—Y. U. L . MEMBER.

variety of subjects. He traveled our misleaders for a ll these outrages
extensively, from Tom Mooney to 
Cuba and then to the U. S. S. R. 
and ended up w ith a campaign 
speech for the party. The heart of 
his master would have throbbed 
w ith joy i f  only he could have 
heard the concluding sentences as 
they fe ll from the lips of his best 
disciple: “ Three cheers for the 
C. P .!”  “ Join the ranks of the 
C. P .!”—A ll at a Mooney united 
front meeting!

But those who work sincerely for 
Mooney gave serious consideration 
to the meaning of united' front. To 
them a united front meant neither 
the exclusion of Communist speak­
ers nor a loose, undisciplined or­
ganization where each political re­
presentative can speak for his own 
organization. To them i t  meant 
further that each participant in 
open meetings must confine himself 
to the subject at issue, in this case, 
Tom Mooney. Consequently, at the 
following meeting of the committee 
charges were brought by the most 
active delegates that the C. P. 
speakers had violated the united 
front. The delegates demanded ac­
tion or they would withdraw.

This, which would have meant 
the destruction of the council of 
Action, was averted, at least for 
the time being, by a decision to put 
these charges in w riting to the 
party. The argument in defense of 
the party that the speaker only
“ subbed”  can merely imply that 
one cannot find among the party’s 
best those who know and can take 
a position whenever necessary. Such 
is the training that cadres receive 
under Stalinism. Let those who 
shield and support such miserable 
action reflect for a moment. They 
who refused to let the workers lis­
ten to comrade Cannon fo r fear 
that his speech might draw the at­
tention of the masses sacrificed an­
other Mooney demonstration and 
made a mockery of the united front. 
Let them take responsibility for 
such failures. The interests of Tom 
Mooney demand an answer: iWhy 
did the Stalinists sabotage and then 
flagrantly violate the discipline of 
the united front?

they are committing daily against 
the workers.

Pocketbook workers, now is the 
time to unite a ll our forces against 
the bosses and against all cliques. 
For a union by and for the workers.

—N. D. F .

Discussing «Trotskyism» 

in Brownsville
After ten years of repression the 

platform of the Left Opposition is 
penetrating the wall of falsehoods 
and silence that the mental eunuchs 
of Stalinism built around the Com­
munist movement. In  Brownsville, 
for example, i t  no longer suffices to 
dismiss “ Trotskyism” with a con­
temptuous shrug or sneering string 
of epithets. The ceaseless hammer­
ings of the Left Opposition have 
brought results. The party mem­
bers and YCLers demand clarity.

Particularly in the last several 
weeks the most discussed subject 
has been that of “ Trotskyism” . The 
lessons of the German debacle have 
left their inevitable imprints. There 
is frigh tfu l demoralization and in­
difference w ithin the ranks of the 
party and mass organizations.

The Unemployed Council is no 
factor in the lives of the workers of 
the locality. Almost as bad off is 
the International Labor Defense. 
Notwithstanding its supposed mem­
bership of over 300, the district 
records show that there was not 
one single dues payment made last 
month. I t  would be interesting to 
ask Shifter and Dressnin, the Stal­
inists in charge, why not one of the 
leaflets calling upon the workers to 
demonstrate against the Nazi Reich­
stag frameup, was distributed.

In  the Workers’ Clubs
An even worse condition, i f  posl 

sible, prevails in the workers’ clubs. 
The American Youth Club, once re­
ferred to as the cream of working 
class organizations, has degenerated 
under party leadership to  almost 
the same level as any petty-bouf- 
geois social club. The revolution­
ary policies to which it  was dedic- 

—CHARLOTTE S IIE C H E T. ated when it  was launched, have.

The Left O pposition  

in Australia
SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA.—

August 10, 1933
Cpmades:

The back numbers of the M ilitant 
etc., arrived safely and satisfied a 
long-felt want.We cannot thank you 
too much for the assistance you 
have given us in getting a clear per 
spective of the situation, and we 
hope to be able to go ahead in  the 
futurp strong in the knowledge that 
we have a sound international con­
nection. I t  is unfortunate that we 
had not get contact w ith you be­
fore pur conference, otherwise we 
could have improved considerably 
our general political line. How­
ever, we are rather elated to real­
ize that despite our lack of knowl­
edge regarding the international 
situation as a whole, we more or 
less qrrived at a correct estimation 
of the situation.

We are enclosing a copy of our 
first pamphlet which is creating 
quite a sensation here. When you 
realize that the revolutionary move­
ment in this country, has been 
spoon-fed w ith  the sophistry of 
Stalinism for many years, and that 
a work by comrade Leon Trotsky 
is a_s rare as water in the Sahara 
Desert, you w ill comprehend what 
difficulties lie ahead of us. But we 
have every confidence. The leader­
ship of the Stalinists here is in the 
hands of a very mediocre set of 
individuals, who follow fa ith fu lly 
and blindly in the tortuous wake 
of the Comintern’s zig-zags. So 
great is their fa ith  in the in fa llib il 
ity  of the Stalinist leadership that 
they have given up any attempt 
even, to apply the alleged “ line” to 
the conditions in Australia (which 
is not on the verge of a revolution­
ary situation), but mechanically 
repeat every tactic and even every 
word that emanates from the Seats 
of the Mighty in Moscow. They 
have created a new “ heaven” and 
a new “ God”  and taken unto them- 
selves the mantle of the “chosen 
race” . The result is funny, and, as 
comrade Trotsky says “ anything 
funny is fatal—in the revolutionary 
movement.”

Bankruptcy of Australian C. P.
Th sectarianism of the C. P. of 

A. in  the past, which has now de­
veloped into Right opportunism, is 
responsible fo r the fact that the 
Australian Labour Party (under 
Lang) has been able to ban, not 
only the Communist Party, but a ll 
of the fraternal organizations w ith­
out even a protest from the work­
ers. No member of the A. L. P. is 
allowed to belong to a fraternal or­
ganization, the result is that those 
organizations have dwindled to a 
few party members and! supporters, 
and in many cases have gone com­
pletely out of existence. The in­
fluence of the party is getting small­
er every day, but owing to our pre­
sent inability to widely disemín­
ate the line of the Left Opposition, 
the members that are leaving the 
party in disgust are not turning to 
us, but are fa lling into inactivity 
and apathy. We are making our 
chief task the solving of the litera­
ture problem. Without a weekly 
organ our propaganda is necessar­
ily  limited and we are doing our 
best to overcome this difficulty. 
There is a wonderful market fo r the 
works of comrade Trotsky avail­
able, and we propose to reprint as 
many as possible in pamphlet form 
directly funds are available.

Yours fo r Communism,
For the Secretariat.

W r e c k in g  Crew 
at W o rk  in the 
Chicago I.L.D .

When the International Labor 
Defense was organized in 1325, it  
answered a long-felt need in the 
American labor movement. Here at 
last was a workers’ defense organi­
zation which had as its primary 
task the defense of any worker, i r ­
respective oi his political beliefs or 
organizational connections. I t  was 
because of this united front cnarac- 
ter that the ILD  suceediug in ra lly­
ing to its support representatives of 
almost every section of the organ­
ized labor and political movements. 
Thus the occasion of the 1st con­
ference to establish this organiza­
tion, was indeed a step forward. 
The I. L. D. experienced a rapid 
growth on the basis of its non­
sectarian and class policy. Parti­
cularly during the campaign to save 
Sacco-Vauzetti, the oragnization 
rallied new sections of the working 
class to it  and succeeded in build­
ing a genuine mass defense move­
ment.

The I. L. D. traveled a new 
road when the organization was 
subordinated to the factional inter­
ests of the Stalinists. I t  be­
came sectarian, i t  defended only 
those workers who were members 
of the Party or belonged to organi­
zations affiliated to it. Non-party 
organizations successively withdrew 
from the 1. L. D., until the lead­
ership was concentrated wholly in 
the hands of the Party, without be­
ing able to draw to its support 
those many non-party elements who 
were affiliated to the I.  L. D. at its 
birth. Members of the Left Opposi 
tion arrested, either at Patry de­
monstrations or in non-party activ­
ities, were refused aid from the I. 
L. D., only because they were mem­
bers oi the Left Opposition. Sym­
pathizers of the Left Opposition who 
were victims of the capitalist state, 
were promised defense only i f  they 
would renounce their support of the 
"Trotskyites” . Similarly w ith the 
Lovestoneitcs. Orcelse, the I. L. D. 
bureaucracy called on an,.expulsion 
campaign to drive out of the or­
ganization a ll those members who 
belonged to the Left Opposition, the 
Lovestone group, or who did not 
agree with the Party or its pol 
icies.

Recent events in  Chicago testify 
that the I. L. D. has not only not 
changed its inner policies but, quite 
the contrary, continues to pursue 
that ruinous course notwithstanding 
its disastrous effect upon the organ! 
zation. The following incidents 
are deserving of consideration.

Up until about a year ago, the 
I. L. D. in Chicago, had fo r a ll 
practical purposes, two lawyers 
who handed all tlie cases for the 
organization. These were Albert 
Goldman and D. J. Beil tall. Due 
to various causes, the I. L. D. at­
tracted to i t  a number of lawyers 
who offered their services, without 
charge, to the I. L. D., and who, 
by and large were moving closer 
and closer to Communism.

This relationship was shaken 
with the development of the German 
situation and when the question of 
the united front was discussed in 
certain sections of the Party. The 
disc ¡vision on the German situation 
and the united front began last fa ll 
in the Workers School at which 
comrades Beidel, Goldman, Francis 
Heisler and Jack Seller were in ­
structors. The latter three were 
lawyers for the 1. L. D. In  the 
course of these discussions com­
rades Beidel and Goldman who were 
Party members, continued to press 
for their point of view which, con- 
cided with the standpoint of the 
Left Opposition. They were subse­
quently expelled from the Party. 
While organizational measures were 
taken against Goldman, for the 
time being comrades Heisler and 
Seller who were not members of 
the Party, were allowed to continue 
their work in the I. L. D.

Against comrade Goldman the 
leadership of the local I .  L. D. be­
gan a campaign of slander and fin­
ally decided not to use him any 
longer as a lawyer fo r the organi­
zation. He was no longer assigned 
to cases, although considered by 
everyone as the outsatnding lawyer 
the I. L. D. had. The local I. L. D. 
evidently decided to allow him to 
finish up on one serious case involv­
ing six comiades, 5 Negroes and one 
white arested at a demonstration, 
on the serious charge of assault 
w ith intent to k ill and conspiracy to 
k ill, carrying w ith i t  a possible 
sentence of 14 years. When Gold­
man spoke at a Negro forum on the 
south side of the city, defended 
himself against the slanders of the 
party and explained the position he 
took which led to his expulsion 
from the Party, he was then remov­
ed also from this case. This action 
of the I. B. D. aroused the resent­
ment of a number of the comrades 
facing the charges in this case.

■With respect to comrades Heisler 
and Seller who were not members 
of the Party but very close sym­
pathizers, the I. L. D. pursued a 
more “ lenient”  policy until these 
comrades identified themselves w ith 
The Marxian Educaional Center as 
instructor^. From that time on 
they were given no cases to handle. 
Though no decision of such a char­
acter was formally made, the a tti­
tude of the ILD  to these comrades is 
tantamount to their removal as at­
torneys of the I.  L. D. They are 
being replaced by entirely inexperi­
enced lawyers who are prepared to 
accept every dictum of the Party 
without question.

Through i t  a ll the membership 
remains in a state of ignorance be­
cause none of the actions of the 
I.  L. D. bureaucracy are made pub­
lic. A ll of these “ decisions”  are 
made at the top without any ex-

L E A G U E  ACTIVITIES

Rousing Meetings Greet Swabeck
A t  New Haven i

New Haven.—On Tuesday, Oct. 3, 
before an audience of fu lly  100 
workers, comrade Swabeck gave a 
lecture in the Workmen s Circle 
Center, New Haven on the “ Future 
of International Communism” . The 
listeners were mostly S. P. members 
and sympathizers w ith a sprinkling 
of Y’ipsefs and a few C. P. mem­
bers and sympathizers.

The spirit was excellent as all 
listened attentively to comrade 
¡Swabeck’s words. This was prob­
ably the first revolutionary speech 
most of the ¡Socialists had ever 
heard. I t  also gave them an op­
portunity to compare our unremit­
ting criticism of the social-dem­
ocracy w ith the Stalinist repelling 
and usually slanderous attacks.

In  the discussion period there 
were some questions on the dictator­
ship of the proletariat and Com­
munist tactics in general. One So­
cialist condemned the Third Inter­
national for forgetting the words 
of Marx, “ Workingmen of the 
world, unite” . He wanted us to 
enter the social democracy, which, 
he claimed, would be revolutionary 
in a crisis. He was effectively ans­
wered by comrade Swabeck who re­
minded him that the social dem­
ocracy had itself broken Marx’s 
advice in  1914 by sending working- 
class brothers to fight each other.

One sta lin is t demanded the floor 
for 15 minutes and when the audi­
ence voted that no discussion should 
be more than 5 minutes, he refused 
to speak. Another more sincere 
C. P. member stated that the C. P. 
G. had called for a united front w ith 
the Socialists. He defended the 
trade-union policy of the American 
Stalinists. Comrade Swabeck prov­
ed decisively that the comrade was 
in error in both instances.

After the meeting about twelve 
of the youth comrades went to the 
home of the comrade where Swabeck 
was staying and a long discussion 
was held on the prospects of our 
youth work. —M . G.

A t  Boston
Boston.—The Boston branch form­

ally opened its headquarters F ri­
day, Oct. 0 w ith the lecture by 
comrade Swabeck on “The Future 
of International Communism” .

The hall was packed to capacity 
with an audience of excellent com­
position and deep interest. Comrade 
bwabeck traced the development of 
the labor' movement. He presented 
the life  of the Second Internation­
al, its collapse and final transfor­
mation to national reformism. The 
Third International, comrade Swa­
beck pointed out, came on the grave 
of the Second and out of necessity 
to carry on the work of Interna­
tional Communism. He described 
the life  of the Third Interna­
tional under the leadership of 
Lenin and Trotsky and its retreat 
from Internationalism since Lenin's 
death, under the leadership of Stalin 
and his theory of Socialism in one 
country leading to its collapse in 
1933.

Comrade Swabeck gave a vivid 
picture of the German events to 
which he was an eyewitness, and 
which were decisive in the collapse 
of the Third International. He 
pointed out the dangers facing the 
Soviet Union because of the wrong 
policies; the danger of Thermidor 
within the Stalinist regime. Com­
rade Swabeck sketched the work of 
the I. L. O. as a faction of the C. 
I. throughout the last ten years 
endeavoring to bring i t  back to 
the Leninist path and brought 
forth its present task imposed by 
history, to build the forces for a 
new, a Fourth International to 
again raise high the banner of In ­
ternational Communism.

The questions and discussion 
which followed comrade Swabeck’s 
lecture wefe very interesting and 
important. A  number of questions 
came regarding the Soviet Union. 
The workers again and again took 
the floor in  discussion and comrade 
Swabeck took up fu lly  each ques­
tion raised. The workers influenc­

ed by the Stalinist national policy 
hud an excellent opportunity to 
hear a clear position on the im­
portance of seeing beyond the bound­
aries of the U. S. S. Li. in order to 
safeguard its existence.

An important question was the 
one whether' Uie German workers 
wore revolutionary before uie uu- 
veut of H itler. Our speaker made 
clear that tne usual attempts by 
the Stalinists to blame the work­
ers for their failures are false and 
Dureuucratic; that the workers 
were ready to fight, what they 
needed was a correct and clear­
headed leadership. The defeat of 
tne German and consequently the 
international proletariat demon­
strated tjie bankruptcy of the C. 
1 .—u  number or trade union work­
ers were interested and learned 
our policy in the trade union field. 
And it  their past experience with 
the Socialists and Right wing Com­
munists made them wonder as to 
the importance of working in the 
A. F. of L. unions, comrade Swa­
beck made clear to them the d if­
ference between tne Socialist and 
Lovestoueite policy of collaboration 
with the reactionary leadership and 
our policy of working in  the unions 
L'or the revolution. So interested 
were the workers to discuss that 
the meeting lasted t i l l  after mid­
night.

Swabeck Tour Itinerary
Other meetings on comrade Swa­

beck’s tour are as follows:
Mon., Oct. 16th___New Castle, Pa
Tues., Oct. 17th___Youngstown
Wed., Oct. 18th.. . .  Youngstown 
Thurs., Oct. 19th... .Cleveland, O.
Fri., Oct. 20th___Cleveland, Q.
Sat., Oct. 21st... .Chicago, 111. 
Sun., Oct. 22nd...  .Chicago, 111.
Mon., Oct. 23rd___Chicago, 111.
Tues., Oct. 24th___Chicago, 111.
Wed., Oct. 25th.. .  .Springfield, 111
Thurs. Oct. 26th-----Staunton, 111.
Fri. Oct. 27 th ....S t. Louis, Mo. 
Sat., Oct. 28th ....S t. Louis, Mo 
Sun., Oct. 29th.Kansas City, Mo.
Mon., Oct. 30-----Kansas City, Mo.
Thurs., Nov. 2nd.Minneapolis 
Fri.., Nov. 3 rd ... .Minneapolis 
Sat., Nov. 4 th ...  .Minneapolis 
Sun., Nov. 5 th ...  .Minneapolis 
Thurs., Nov. 9th. .Davenport, la. 
Fri., Nov. 10th...  .Davenport, la. 
Tues., Nov. 7th-----Chicago, 111.

planations being made to the ranks. 
This dangerous practice of elimin­
ating anyone who is not in agree­
ment w ith every policy and view­
point of the Stalinized Party, has 
led and continues to lead to only 
one result: further stifling of the
I. L. D-, prevention of its growth 
and freedom of existence, and its 
subordination to the bureaucratic 
leadership of the Communist party. 
In  order to function in the I. L. D. 
you must be ready to give up all 
independent thought. You must be 
prepared to accept, and more than 
that, you must agree w ith the pol­
icies of the Party. Otherwise there 
is no place for: you in the I. L. D. 
That is why the I. L. D. is a mere 
shell of its former self. That is 
why i t  cannot grow and no more 
resembles the organization of its 
early years. The united fron t pol­
icy which made possible the birth 
of this organization has been over­
thrown for a stupid policy of sec­
tarianism. Lawyers identified with 
the revolutionary movement for de­
cades, or those sympathetic to Com­
munism cannot be Used by the I. 
L. D. because they have views that 
differ from the Party leadership, 
while the I. L. D. finds i t  “ expedi­
ent”  and correct to employ Tam­
many criminal lawyers (Liebowitz) 
In cases involving workers perse­
cuted by the capitalist state. In 
reality there is nothing strange in 
this practice. I t  is the result of 
the line pursued ’by the Party in 
the I. L. D. which Can have no 
other r e s u l t s . ---------- G. M . A.—

YOUNGSTOWN MASS M EETING

ARNE SWABECK 
on

“TH E  N. R. A. and the WORKERS” 
CENTRAL A U D ITO R IU M
225 West Boardman St.

TUESDAY, OCT. 17, 8 P. M .
ADMISSION TEN CENTS 

Unemployed Free

M ilita n t
Builders

WE BEG IN
Our new sub drive is under yay. 

The first week’s results are encour'- 
aging. Our out-of-town sub getters 
have started off w ith a rush. The 
lis t below tells the story:

M. K., Youngstown 8 
V. R. Dunne, Minn. 5 
J. Fruitman, Toronto 3 
H. Ross Manhattan 1

This is only a beginning. Time 
must be allowed for returns to 
come in from the cities west of 
Minenapolis. Next week’s report 
w ill show that they too are in  the 
field after subs.
CARRY ON

Remember that the drive closes 
on November 15. There is s till 
time to overtake these fast step­
pers. But that means work. Our 
goal is a 100% increase in  our 
paid circulation. We can do i t— 
i f  every friend of the M ilitant puts 
his back into it.
1ST—2ND—3RD.

For the one who heads the ligt 
on November 15 there is waiting 
the three volumes of the History 
of the Russian Revolution by com­
rade Trotsky; second—two volumes; 
and th ird—one volume. That 
should make every one hustle.

In t'l. W orkers S ch o o l- 

Fall Term
Registration—Oct. 1-15 every eve. 

Announcement of Courses

Organization Principles
—M. ABERN.

Applied Marxian Economics
—B. J. F IE LD *

State and Revolution
WEBER.

Fundamentals of Marxism
—J. G. W R IG H T.

Write or phone School Headquar­
ters for information:

126 East 16th Street 

T e l... GRAmercy 5—9524

«Spiritual Values» 
for Hungry M en
Those unemployed workers who 

s till believe that they w ill be help­
ed out of their present intolerable 
situation by folding their' hands 
and letting the President take care 
of them, would do well to read over 
again a speech which he made 
Thursday night before the Federa­
tion of Catholic Charities. Especi­
ally three statements which he 
made there, taken together, give the 
whole gist of the unemloyed pro­
gram of the Roosevelt administra­
tion.

First the usual sugar-coated pro­
mises : “ I t  is for us to redouble 
our efforts to care for those who 
must s till depend upon relief, to 
prevent the disintegration of home 
life, and to stand by the victims of 
the depression until i t  is definitely 
over” . This goes along with the 
redoubling of the propaganda spread 
by the government, that i t  is about 
to spend 700 million dollars for re­
lief, that i t  w ill buy 75 millions of 
farm protjuqts to be worked up 
into food and clothing for me un­
employed, etc.

W hat Does I t  Actually Mean?
There is no question that 700 

millions is a great deal of money, 
whether to an unemployed worker 
or to J. P. Morgan. But what does 
i t  actually mean even i f  the whole 
money were actually to be spent 
without deductions for costs of ad­
ministration, honest and not-so- 
honest graft, profits, etc.? W ith 12 
million workers out of jobs at the 
very least even after the so-called 
recovery, i t  means that for' the 
whole coming winter the govern­
ment proposes to provide about 
$60 for each unemployed worker, 
whether a single man or the head 
of a family. This means a ll of 8 
to 9 dollar's a month, or 2 dollars 
a week. On this amount the unem­
ployed worker is expected to keep 
his family together, provide food 
and clothing, etc. This is supposed 
to keep him contented and prevent 
him from demanding real unem­
ployment insurance, let alone a 
change in the whole social system 
from top to bottom !

More than this, experience has 
shown that the Roosevelt adminis­
tration is not likely to spend even 
the 700 millions about which a ll the 
propaganda is being made. Early 
this year they appropriated 500 m il­
lions fo r unemployment relief. In  
nine months’ time they have suc­
ceeded in spending $182,500,000 out 
of this sum; i t  is being very econ­
omically administered, since they 
still have two-thirds of i t  left. 
They can find 2 1-2 billions to 
spend in  loans by the Reconstruc­
tion Finance Corporation to sup­
port bankrupt corporations and 
banks, 3,300 millions for a so-called 
public works program which turns 
out to be battleship construction to 
prepare for the next war, 2 billions 
for the saving of the small home- 
owner (in  reality for the saving 
of the mortgage sharks)—but even 
when they do get money appropri­
ated for unemployment relief, they 
find i t  is very hard to spend it.
“Spiritual Values” for the Hungry

No wonder Roosevelt went on to 
say, right after his sweet promises 
of help to the “ victims of the de­
pression” ,: “The Federal Govern­
ment has inaugurated new meas­
ures of relief on a vast scale, lfut 
the Federal Government cannot, 
and does not intend to, take over 
the whole job” .

Notice w ith what a rt he raises 
the workers’ expectations, then 
keeps them suspended w ith the 
carefully-worded warning that the 
Federal Goverlnent refuses to as­
sume fu ll responsibility for the un­
employment question.

A fter this, i t  is quite logical that 
he should dispose of the whole mat. 
ter by stating, “ The people of the 
United States s till recognize, and, 
I  believe, recognize w ith firmer 
fa ith  than ever before, that sp irit­
ual values count in  the long run 
more than material values” .

This is nothing but a translation 
into the language of evening dress 

' and formal banquets of the old 
I phrase, “ You’l l  have pie in the sky 
when you die” .

And what gives special point to 
i t  is the fact that he used this 
piece of sickening hypocrisy to 
show how superior the American 
system of “ spiritual values—not 
grub” , is to the Russian system, 
where they are doing away with 
religion but are intensely interested 
in such things as wheat and steel.
The Gist of the Roosevelt Program

The Roosevelt program comes to 
this, then: first feed the worker 
with promises, then shove the re­
sponsibility off to others—the state, 
the city, private charity ; finally, 
when the worker realizes he has 
gotten nothing at the end of i t  all, 
te ll him to be resigned to his fate 
and to think of a ll the “spiritual 
values”  which he is accumulating 
as he starves.

A ll the agencies of the State— 
the government itself, the news­
papers, the radio, the church, a ll 
try  to make him swallow these 
ideas, which are so profitable to 
them because they prevent the 
worker from , realizing what the 
situation is and from putting up a 
fight for his demands. The first 
step is for him to clear away these 
cobwebs i f  they have found a place 
unconsciously in his own mind. 
Then he w ill be ready to think of 
how to organize to get what he 
wants, and what he must hkve i f  
he is to survive as a decent human 
being. —B. J. F .
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It Is Necessary to Build A n ew  Communist Parties and an International !
1. The Course Toward the Reform of the C. I.

At the time of its inception, the 
Left Opposition posed as its task, 
the reform and the regeneration of 
the C. I. by means of Marxist c r it­
icism and internal factional work. 
In  a whole series of countries, par­
ticularly in Germany, the events of 
the last years have revealed, with 
crushing force, the pernicious char­
acter of the policy of bureaucratic 
centrism. But the Stalinist bureau­
cracy, arming itself with extra­
ordinary repressions, opposed, not 
unsuccessfully, its interests and its 
caste prejudices to the exigencies of 
historical development. The result 
was that the evolution of the C. I. 
took the path not of regeneration 
but of decomposition and disinte­
gration.

The course towards “ reform” , 
taken in its entirety, was, however, 
not incorrect: i t  represented a nec­
essary stage in the evolution of the 
Marxist wing of the C. I., i t  gave 
us the opportunity to educate the 
cadres of the Bolshevik-Leninists 
and was not without influence on 
the workers movement in its entire­
ty. A t a ll times the policy of the 
Stalinist bureaucracy was subjected 
to the pressure of the Left Opposi­
tion. The progressive measures of 
the government of the U. S. S. It. 
which have held back the coming 
of Thermidor, were only partial and 
belated borrowings from the Left

Opposition. Analogous phenomena, 
only on a lesser scale, can be ob­
served in the life  of a ll the sec­
tions of the 0. I.

To this we must add, that the 
degree of degeneration, generally 
speaking, cannot be measured in ad­
vance, merely with the help of its 
symptoms. A firing  verification of 
events is necessary. Theoretically 
i t  was still impossible in the 
last year to state that i t  was 
absolutely excluded that the Bol­
shevik-Leninists would succeed, 
supporting themselves on the sharp 
ening of the class struggle, in  forc­
ing the C. I. onto the path of a 
real struggle against Fascism. The 
attempt then made by the S. A. p. 
to take an independent position did 
not serve to influence the march of 
events precisely because at the 
critical moment, the masses await­
ed political leadership from their 
old organizations. In  carrying out 
the faction policy and in educating 
its cadres as to the experience of 
this policy, the Left Opposition, 
nevertheless, did not conceal, neither 
to itself nor to others, the fact that 
the new defeat of the proletariat, 
a product of the policy of centrism, 
w ill inevitably take on a decisive 
character and w ill demand a funda­
mental revision of our position on 
the question: faction or party?

2 . Change of O rientation
What is most dangerous in poli- j the C. C. of the German C. I1., 

tics is to fa ll victim to one’s own j fate of the Austrian C. P., fate of
formula, which was opportune yes­
terday, but which has lost a ll con­
tent for today.

The collapse of the German C. P. 
s till le ft theoretically two possibil­
ities for teh Stalinist bureaucarcy; 
either a complete revision of the 
policy and regime or, on the con­
trary, a complete strangulation of 
the remains of life  in the sections 
of the C. I. The Left Opposition 
was guided by this theoretical pos­
sibility when, while already pro­
nouncing the slogan of a new party 
for Germany, i t  s till le ft pending 
the question of the fate of the C. 
I. I t  was clear, however, that the 
following weeks would have to sup­
ply an answer immediately and 
there was very little  hope that this 
answer would-be favorable.

A ll that happened after the fifth  
of March (Resolution of the Praesi­
dium on ttffe situation in Germany, 
silent obeisance of a ll the sections 
before this resolution, anti-Fascist 
Congress at Paris, official course of

the Bulgarian C. P., etc.— ) is irre­
futable testimony to the fact that 
in Germany there was decided not 
only the fate of the C. I*. G. but 
also that of the C. I. in its entirety.

The Moscow leadership not only 
proclaimed correct the policy that 
had assured H itle r’s victory but 
prohibited discussion of what had 
taken place. And this scandalous 
prohibition was neither rejected 
nor even violated. No national con­
gress, no international congress, 
no' discussion in  the party meet­
ings, no polemic in  the press! An 
organization which has been awak­
ened by the thunder of Fascism and 
which humbly supports such humi­
liations on the part of the bureau­
cracy shows by that fact that i t  
is dead and that nothing w ill re­
vive it. To say this openly and 
aloud is a real duty towards the 
proletariat and its future. I t  is on 
the historic collapse of the official

for a new historic stage. Nobody 
went out of his way to pave with 
asphalt, in advance, the road of 
the revolutionary ascent of the pro­
letariat. W ith inevitable halts and 
partial retreats, i t  is necessary to 
go forward on a road littered with 
numberless obstacles and encumber­
ed1 with the debris of the past. I f  
anyone is frightened by this let 
him step aside.

How is the fact to be explained, 
however, that our group itself 
whose analysis and prognosis were 
confirmed by the whole march of 
developments, grows too slowly? I t  
is necessary to look for this cause 
once again in the general march

of the class struggle. The victory 
of Fascism effects millions of men. 
A political prognosis is accessible 
only to thousands or tens of thou- 
sands of men, who moreover are 
subject to the pressure of millions 
of others. The revolutionary cur­
rent cannot obtain startling vic­
tories in conditions when the pro­
letariat in  its entirety suffers the 
greatest defeats. This is no reason 
to fa ll into dejection. I t  is pre­
cisely in the periods of revolu­
tionary ebb that tested cadres are 
formed which w ill later on be call­
ed upon to lead the masses to new 
conquests.

the struggle of the world prole­
tariat for the socialist revolution.

The dictatorship of the Stalinist 
bureaucracy grows as a result of 
the backward state of the U. S. S. 
K. (the predominance of the peas­
antry; and of the delay of the pro­
letarian revolution in  the West (the 
absence of independent revolution­
ary parties of the proletariat). In  
its turn the domination of the Stal­
inist bureaucracy led not only to

of view of lackies of the bureau- mean by this designation
cracy but not of revolutionaries. The 
Soviet Union cannot be defended 
internally as well as externally ex­
cept by means of a correct policy; 
a ll other considerations have a sec­
ondary importance or are simply 
lying phrases.

The present C. I*. S. U. is not a 
party; i t  is an administrative ap­
paratus in the hands of an uncon­
trolled bureaucracy. In  the ranks

4 . N ew  Reserves
The attempts made more than the left, that is to Communism, 

once in the past to create a “second ’ There can, however, be no question
party” or a “ fourth international1 
had their origin in the sectarian 
experience of certain groups and 
circles, "disenchanted”  w ith Bol-

of their recognition of the Stalinist 
leadership so hopelessly comprom. 
ised. Up t i l l  now these left social 
ist organizations have used against

shevism, and this is why they met jus our refusal to detacli ourselves
with misfortune every time. We do 
not proceed from our own subjec­
tive “ discontentment”  and “ disillu­
sionment” but from the objective 
march of the Class struggle. A ll 
the conditions of the development of 
the proletarian revolution impera­
tively demand a new organization 
of the vanguard and bring to i t  the 
necessary prerequisites.

The disintegration of the social 
democracy proceeds parallel with 
the collapse of the C. I. However 
deep the reaction is in the prole­
tariat itself, hundreds of thousands 
of workers throughout the world 
cannot but pose to themselves the 
question of the further paths of the 
struggle and of a new organization 
of the forces. Other hundreds of 
thousands w ill join them in the 
near future. To demand of these 
workers, a certain section of whom 
have left the 0. I. with indignation 
and the majority of whom did not 
belong to the 0. I. even in its best 
years, to demand of them that they 
recognize the leadership of the Stal­
inist bureaucracy, which is incap­
able of learning anything or of for­
get! ing anything, would be Quixo­
tic and only retard the formation 
of the proletarian vanguard. In ­
evitably, there w ill be sincere Com­
munists in the ranks of the Stalin­
ist organizations who w ill turn 
with fright and even with indigna­
tion against our new orientation. 
For some of them, perhaps tempor­
arily, sympathy w ill give way to 
animosity. However, i t  is necessary

3 . Realism against Pessimism
The fact that two parties, Social 

Democrat and Communist, which 
had both grown up half a century 
apart from the same point of de­
parture in the theory of Marxism 
and the class interests of the pro­
letariat should have come to the 
end of their road so miserably: one 
by base betrayal, the other by bank­
ruptcy, this fact can engender a 
feeling of despair even in the ranks 
of the advanced workers. “ Where 
are the guarantees that the new rev­
olutionary rise w ill not suffer the 
same fate?” Whoever demands 
guarantees beforehand should, in

C. I. that we must take our point' to be guided not by sentimental and' 
of departure for all our future work.1 personal considerations but by the

criterion of the mass.
A t a time when hundreds of 

thousands, millions of workers, 
particularly in Germany, separate 
themselves from Communism, partly 

¡ tow ard Fascism, a majority in the 
camp of indifference, thousands and 
tens .of thousands of social dem­
ocratic workers, under the pressure

general, renounce revolutionary pol­
itics. The causes of the collapse 
of the social democracy and official 
Communism are to be found not in 
the Marxist theory nor in the bad 
quality of the people who applied 
it, but in the concrete conditions of 
thé historical processes. I t  is not 
a question of opposition between 
abstract principles but of the strug­
gle of living social forces with their 
inevitable ebb and flow, with the 
degeneration of organizations, with 
the wearing out 
tions, w ith the necessity resulting 
therefrom of mobilizing fresh forces

from the C. I. and to build an in 
dependent party. Today, this sharp 
difference is eliminated by the 
march of developments. Thus the 
discussion is transferred from ques­
tions of organization to program­
matic and political questions. The 
new party w ill be superior to the 
old one if, standing firmly on the 
basis of the decisions of the first 
four congresses of the C. I. in its 
program, in its tactic and its or­
ganization, it  knows how to draw 
the balance of the terrible lessons 
of the last years.

The Bolshevik-Leninists should 
begin open negotiations w ith the 
Left Socialist organizations. We 
propose as a basis for discussion 
the eleven points passed by our 
preconference (after having chang­
ed the point of “ faction and party” 
in the sp irit of this thesis). Natur­
ally, we are ready to discuss any 
other programmatic proposal in an 
attentive and friendly manner. We 
should demonstrate and we w ill de­
monstrate, that intransigeance of 
principle has nothing in common 
with sectarian exclusiveness. We 
w ill show that the Marxist policy 
signifies the drawing of the reform 
ist workers into the camp of revolu­
tion and not in pushing the revolu­
tionary workers into the camp of 
Fascism.

The formation in several coun­
tries of strong revolutionary or­
ganizations, freed of responsibility 
for the crimes and mistakes of the 
reformist and centrist bureaucrats, 
armed with a Marxist program and 
a clear revolutionary persepetive, 
w ill open a new era in the devel­
opment of the world proletariat. 
These organizations w ill attract to 
them all the real Communist ele­
ments, who today s till do not dare 
t,. - e:.k w ith the Stalinist bureau- 
c-iacy and, what is more important, 
they w ill gather under their ban­
ner the young generation of work-

of the same defeat are evolving to'ers.

5. U . S. S. R. and the C. P. S. U.
The existence of tiro Soviet Un­

ion, despite the advanced degenera­
tion of the workers’ state, remains 

of entire genera- even today a fact of immense rev­
olutionary importance. The collapse 
of the Soviet Union would mark

the beginning of a frigh tfu l rene

the degeneration of the dictatorship J of the C. 1*. S. U. and outside of it 
of the proletariat in the U. S. S. I t . ,1 there are grouped dispersed elements 
but also to a dreadful weakening I of two principal parties; proletar- 
of the proletarian vanguard of the'¡an and Bonapartist—Thcrmidorian. 
whole world. The contradiction Floating above the two, the ceu- 
betweeu the progressive role of the ' tris t bureaucracy carries on a strug- 
Soviet State and the reactionary1 gle of extermination against the 
role of the Stalinist bureaucracy j Bolshevik-Leninists. While from 
x>resenls itself as one of the inani- time to time coming into sharp con 
restatious of the “ law of unequal1 ilic t with their Thcrmidorian, half- 
development” . We are forced to 'allies, the Stalinists, however, pave 
make this historically-given con-1 the road for the wiping out, the 
u adiction our point of departure strangling and tile corruption of the 
in our revolutionary policy. I Bolshevik party.

The so-called “ friends” of lhe| I f  the U. S. S. R. cannot achieve 
Soviet Union (le ft democrats, paci- socialism without the proletarian 
lists, Brandlerites and their ilk )  j revolution in the West, without the 
repeat in chorus with the function-| regeneration of a real proletarian 
aries of the 0. I. that the struggle! international, the Bolshevik-Lenin- 
against the Stalinist bureaucracy,! ists cannot by their own forces re- 
that is above all, the criticism of generate the Bolshevik party and 
its false policy, “ renders aid to tin: save the dictatorship of the prole 
conter-revolution” . This is a point ! turiat.

6 . U . S. S. R. and the C. I.
The defense of the Soviet Union vie.t Union, their constant favoring

against the danger of m ilita ry in ­
tervention has now become a more 
urgent task than ever before. The 
official sections of the C. I. are im­
potent in this field, as they are in 
a ll others. The defense of the So­
viet Union has become an empty 
ritua l phrase in their mouths. The 
neglect of the (J. I. covers itself 
with worthless comedies in '  the 
manner of the anti-Fascist congress 
at Paris and the anti-war congress 
at Amite,dam. The actual resist­
ance of the U. 1. to m ilitary inter­
vention on the part of the imper­
ialists w ill be even more insignific­
ant than the resistance i t  has put 
up against H itler. To nourish any 
illusions on this subject means to 
march w ith eyes closed towards the 
catastrophe. For an active defense 
of the Soviet Union i t  is necessary 
to have genuine revolutionary or- 
anizations, independent of the Stal­

inist bureaucracy, standing on their 
own feet and having support among 
the masses.

The appearance and the develop­
ment of such revolutionary organi­
zations, their struggle for the So-

of the united front w ith the Stalin­
ists against intervention and coun­
ter-revolution,—all that w ill have 
an immense importance on the in­
ternal development of the Soviet 
Republic. The more acute the dan­
gers at home and abroad become 
and the greater the force repre­
sented by the independent organi­
zation of the international prole­
tarian vanguard, the less the Stal­
inists insofar as they remain in 
power, w ill be abe to reject the 
united front. The new relationship 
of forces w ill have to weaken the 
dictatorship of the bureaucracy, 
strengthen the Bolshevik-Leninists 
inside the U. S. S. K. and open an 
incomparably more favorable per­
spective for the Workers Republic 
as a whole.

Only the creation of a Marxist 
international, completely independ­
ent of the Stalinist bureaucracy and 
politically opposed to it, can save 
the U. S. S. R. from collapse by- 
connecting its future fate with the 
fate of the world proletarian rev­
olution.

7 . «Liquidationism»
The bureaucratic charlatans (and the necessity for an illegal organiza-

their lackeys, such as the Brandler 
ites) speak of our “ liquidationism” ; 
w ith neither sense nor scruples they 
repeat words torn out of the old 
Bolshevik vocabulary. Liquidation­
ism was known as a current which 
denied the necessity of an illegal 
party under “constitutional”  czar- 
ism, by trying to replace revolu­
tionary struggle w ith adapation to 
counterrevolutionary “ legality*’.

tion
for

in the entire world, perhaps'Wliat have we in common w ith  the 
The struggle for the1 liquidators? I t  would be more op.decades.

conservation, the cleansing and the portune on this occasion to call to 
strengthening of the first workers’ , mind the ultimatists (Bogdanov and 
state "is indissolubly connected with others) who completely recognized

tion, but who made i t  the instru­
ment of a hopelessly false policy ; 
they posed as their immediate task 
after the vanquishing of the revolu­
tion, the preparation of armed in­
surrection. Leuin did not hesitate 
to break with them, although there 
were many irreproachable revolu­
tionaries in their ranks (the best 
of them later returned to the ranks 
of Bolshevism.)

No less false are the statements 
of the Stalinists and their Braud- 
lerite lackeys that the Left Opposi­
tion is creating an “ August”  con­
ference against “ Bolshevism” . They

the at­
tempt made in 1012—one of the 
numerous a. tempts of its kind—to 
unite the Bolsheviks and the Men­
sheviks : let us recall that Stalin 
made a similar attempt not in Aug­
ust 1012, but in March 1017! 1»
order for the analogy to have ft 
grain of sense one would first of all 
have to recognize the Stalinist bu­
reaucracy as the representative of 
Bolshevism; secondly, i t  would re­
quire us to pose the question of the 
unification of the Second and Third 
Internationals. But there is no 
question of either one or of the 
other. The charlatancsque analogy 
aims to mask the fact that the 
Brandlerite opportunists are trying 
to get into good graces w ith Stalin, 
ist centrism on the basis of recip­
rocal amnesty, whilst the Bolshe­
vik-Leninists pose as their task 
the building of a proletarian party 
on tin1 foundation of principles 
verified in the greatest struggles, 
victories and defeats of the imper­
ialist epoch.

8 . O n  the N ew  Road
Tile task of these theses is to call 

upon the comrades to consider com­
pleted, the present historic stage 
and to mark out a new perspective 
a.r work. But what has been said 
above still does not predetermine 
the next practical steps, the con­
crete changes in policy, the rhythms 
and the methods of the transition 
iO tiie new road. I t  is only after 
naving assured agreement of prin­
ciple concerning the new orientation 
—and previous experience permits 
us to believe that such an agree­
ment w ill be readied amongst us— 
that the concrete tactical questions, 
onforming to the conditions in the 

different countries, can be placed 
on the order of the day. In any 
case, i t  is not a question of imme­
diately proclaiming new parties and 
an independent international, but of 
preparing it. The new perspective 
means that counting on "reform” 
nul demanding the reintegration of 
the Oppositionists into the official 
parties should be definitely discard­
ed as utopian and reactionary. The 
daily work should take on an in­
dependent cliaratcer determined by 
the possibilities and the forces at 
hand and not by the formal notion 
of "faction” . The Left Opposition 
dually ceases to consider itself and 
io work as an "Opposition” . I t  be­
comes an independent organization 
which makes its own road. Not 
'only docs i t  create its fractions in 
the social democracy and the Stal­
inist parties, but i t  carries on in­
dependent work among the non- 
party and unorganized workers, 
i t  creates its basis of support in 
the trade unions independent of the 
trade union policy of the Stalin­
ist bureaucracy. Where and when 
conditions are favorable, it partici­
pates in elections under its own 
banner. Towards the reformist and 
centrist organizations including the 
Stalinists, i t  guides itself on the 
general principles of the policy of 
the united front. Especially and 
above all, i t  applies the policy of 
he united front to defend the So­

viet Union from external interven­
tion and from internal counter-rev­
olution. —G. G. *

J88SSS888888SS88888S88888888888888SS888S8S8SS8888888888S8888888SSSSS8SSS8SSSSSSS88SSS!£K3SS8SS^

Discussion A rticles!
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O n the Slogan oí Nationalization

ss

In  proposing the slogan for na. 
tionalization, comrade Weber seeks 
to forestall any objections to it  
“ in principle” .

In  his opinion slogans are large­
ly  a matter of expediency; and he 
argues that “ the decision as to the 
correctness or incorrectness of a 
slogan rests to a large extent (our 
emphasis) on our judgment of the 
ripeness or unripeness, not of the 
advanced workers but of the mass 
of workers to rally around1 and 
fight fo r a given slogan.”  Such an 
approach to slogans is one-sided, 
formalistic, and, in  our opinion, 
fundamentally erroneous.

For the justification of any 
slogan Marxism demands the an­
alysis of the economic reality, of 
the political foreground, and of the 
political meaning of the slogan. 
As an example let us take a slogan 
such as “ revolutionary national 
defense” . We cannot fo r a mo­
ment maintain that our1 acceptance 
of, or objection to this slogan in­
volves no question of principle but 
is largely a matter of expediency— 
of our ability to judge whether the 
masses w ill ra lly  and fight for this 
slogan. No matter how backward 
the workers may be, no matter in 
what numbers they may rally, we 
are opposed in principle to the 
slogan of “ national defense” when­
ever the economic and political con­
junctures are such that this slogan 
can have no political content other 
than that of social-chauvinism. 
When the war is an imperialist war 
to raise this slogan is to betray our 
principles. To raise this slogan in 
a colonial or semi-colonial country 
(India, China) when i t  is fighting 
to cast off the yoke of imperialism, 
is entirely in keeping with our 
principles.

Moreover, i t  is not enough to 
only ask whether under the given 
economic and political conditions, 
a slogan may acquire an opportun­
istic political content, we must 
also make sure that i t  excludes an 
adventuristic political content.

Political Content of Slogans
Comrade Weber admits that the

slogan of nationalization, i f  divorc­
ed from the slogan of workers’ con­
trol, could have only a reformist 
(opportunistic) political content. 
But no proof is presented that the 
slogan of workers’ control would 
not be adventuristic at this time. 
Its  adventuristic content is ex­
cluded on the grounds that the 
masses w ill rally around the slogan 
of nationalization. To a large ex­
tent we cannot be motivated by such 
considerations. Let us alldw that 
the masses, in a ll their backward­
ness, do rally around the slogan of 
nationalization—what then? Un­
less we cun tie up in  reality this 
slogan w ith the slogan f of workers’ 
control, what w ill be the political 
content of the slogan of nationali­
zation? The answer to this ques­
tion supplies the key to our accept­
ance or rejection of this slogan.

From our1 analysis of the present 
economic and political conditions, 
we maintain that the slogan of na­
tionalization cannot he advanced at 
present w ith a principled political 
content. The question of workers’ 
control raises directly the question 
of the agency whereby such a slogan 
can he concretized. The fight for 
control over industry is the special 
historic task of factory committees. 
Lacking this historic agency, the 
slogan of workers’ control is mean­
ingless.

We must not confuse factory com­
mittees with labor unions. Factory 
comnyttees cannot be substituted 
for labor unions. But there is a 
connection between the two. To 
si>eak of factory committees, as a 
general slogan, when the bulk of 
tiie workers are not even organized 
into unions is to leap over an his­
torical -stage, from reality into a 
vaccuum. This does not mean that 
we do not propose shop committees 
in industrial unions of advanced 
workers ready to • take this step 
even now. But we must remember 
that on the road of the development 
of a class toward' class-conscious­
ness, the labor unions are a gigan­
tic step forward. The bulk of the

proletariat is as yet not unionized, 
particularly in the decisive basic 
industries. Tlii-s means in the lan­
guage of politics that the slogan 
of workers’ control cun only be 
posed on paper. This means that 
in reality the slogan of nationaliza­
tion can acquire only the political 
content of reformism—“ government 
ownership.”

The Isolation of the Vanguard
In this connection—touching the 

economic and political organization 
and the advancement of the prole­
tariat—we cannot discount as in ­
consequential or secondary the con­
dition of the vanguard itself. Com­
rade Weber proposes to disregard 
the fact that tiie vanguard is iso­
lated as yet from the backward 
masses, and that even the Left wing 
(including here the reformists) 
constitutes an insignificant minor­
ity. Comrade .Weber fails not only 
to distinguish sharply enough be­
tween “ the party”  and “ the class1 
but also to stress^ the essential 
function of the party. An isolated 
vanguard cannot ins till any slogan 
with its true political content. I t  
is only the power of organization 
of the Communists that enables the 
advance guard to be the leader of 
the whole class. The unorganized 
masses themselves can neither leap 
ahead nor advance, no matter how 
much sound advice they receive 
from the sidelines.

True, we are faced w ith il lim it­
able opportunities and perspectives, 
but we must guard against befnddl 
ing ourselves by seeking for short 
cuts. Before we can pose the slo­
gan of nationalization plus workers’ 
control, we must root ourselves in 
the unions; the decisive section of 
the proletariat must be unionized, 
and not a small minority as at pre­
sent. We must first establish fac­
tory committees not merely as 
“ shop (grievance) committees” but 
as an integral part of the element­
ary mass organizations of the pro­
letariat. When comrade Trotsky 
proposed the slogan of nationali­
zation for England, he did not over­
look the fact that the bulk of the 
English workers was strongly un­
ionized, that factory committees 
were a reality find not a wish-ful­
fillment.

Workers Unorganized
The workers of America are not 

only backward, they are s till un­
organized. This Is a fact. The ele-

American workers» has yet to take mental urge toward organization is 
this step; the bulk of the American manifest. But exaggerate the in­

flux into A. F. of L. unions to the 
utmost—and the fact remains that 
the great bulk is outside of even 
the reactionary unions (to say 
nothing of the unemployed). The 
workers must be organized, and this 
stage can be achieved and passed 
very rapidly, provided we ourselves 
cun take tne necessary leap ahead 
in this direction. Not only must 
we go into unions already formed 
and forming but we must initiate 
unions where none exist. The trade 
union theses of the 2nd U. 1. Con­
gress chart tiie course that is im­
mediately ahead. In  the period im­
mediately before us, our slogan must 
be INTO THE MASSES!

But won t we lose valuable time 
thereby? Won’t that restrict our 
work solely to union activities, etc., 
etc.? Isn’t  that syndicalism, etc., 
etc.? Of course not!

In his anxiety to endow the eco­
nomic struggle with a political con­
tent of the widest possible scope, 
in his fervor to advance the masses 
politically, comrade Weber over­
looks also the fact that under pre­
sent conditions, every and any strike 
acquires immediately a political sig­
nificance, and i f  i t  attains a wide 
enough sweep, i t  becomes of prim­
ary political consequence, prepar­
ing the masses for much wider ac­
tiv ity.

“ The economic struggle of the 
proletariat becomes a political strug­
gle during an epoch of the decline 
of capitalism much quicker jthan 
during an epoch of its peaceful de­
velopment” . Precisely because of 
this, we can in a comparatively 
short time achieve advances beyond 
our most sanguine expectations. 
Only, we cannot skip over the nec­
essary historical stages.

Transitional Slogans
The in itia l steps must be taken. 

Elementary mass organizations are 
required. And in the economic 
struggle now unfolding under the 
NRA, we must participate actively, 
using our transitional slogans—The 
right to organize! The right of as­
sembly ! The right to strike! The 
right to picket!, etc.

Only in this manner can the de­
cisive sections of the proletariat be 
mobilized. And the import of this 
mobilization must not be overlook­
ed1, nor the role that we must play 
in it. Once the workers have been 
mobilized, once the base for factory 
committees have been established, 
then the slogan of nationalization 
and workers’ control w ill be on 
the order of the day.

We agree with comrade Weber

Letters from  Fascist Germ any
Since March the German pro­

letariat lias been cut off from the 
outside world. I t  depends on rum­
ors and hearsay. The small cadres 
that are still active hardly dare 
today to approach the comrades 
who aro known to them and d istri­
bute material. The majority of 
the comrades of the former parties 
are hanging in mid-air. The only 
possibility for coming into contact 
with them is by word of mouth. 
One often hears the answer, “Ah, 
let me go, I  don’t  want to see or 
hear anything more” . I f  one suc­
ceeds in talking to a comrade of 
the (J. P., his first words are usu­
ally, “Nobody would have thought 
that it should come to this” . I f  
one asks, “How can we come out 
of this misery?” , the most usual 
answer is, “Only a war can save 
us” . I f  we ask further, “Against 
whom?”  we hear, “ Against France, 
against Poland, and finally against 
Soviet Russia.”  I f  we reply to 
this, '‘But this is silly—we, who 
are against war, are hoping for one 
as soon as possible” , the auswer ,is 
mostly, “ I f  no war comes, we do 
not know how they w ill let us 
perish. But after this war must 
come a revolution” . Even a non- 
party woman said to me a few 
days ago, “ I  would sooner see my 
husband fa ll in a war, than be tor­
tured to death by the Fascists” .
Br-own-Shirted Trade Union Methods

The Fascist terrors weighs ever 
more heavily on the working class. 
In  the shop, the workers are be­
ing forced into the Fascist shop

that “ Life (1. e., reality—J. G. W.) 
alone is the final arbiter in the mat­
ter1 of choice of tactics” . But we 
disagree with him as to the conclu­
sions that must be drawn from the 
analysis of reality. A t the present 
stage we are opposed to the slogan 
of nationalization on principle. This 
slogan is divorced from reality. 
Hence it  is adventuristic, and if 
advanced must inevitably acquire 
an opportunistic political content.

Wliat must be done at present is 
to clarify through discussion among 
the most advanced1 workers the 
whole question of nationalization, 
workers’ control, factory commit­
tees—and what it  directly involves, 
i. e. Workers’ Councils.

JOHN G. W R IG H T.

nuclei. In the trade union meet- 
I ings of the “ Workers’ Front” the 
I workers are compelled by threats 
I and shoves to end up by standing 
I with raised arms and singing tile
I Horst Wessel song. The right of 
joint decision in the unions, discus­
sions at the meetings, are things of 
the past. Nobody has any right to 
talk any more, everybody can only 
listen. I f  anyone dares a single 
word of criticism lie must pay for 
i t  in a concentration camp. The 
only tiling missing is for the union 
members to have to stand at atten­
tion while listening to the speeches 
of the brown-shirt “ leaders” .

In the People’s House at Leipzig 
n few trade union meetings were 
held again, among others those of 
the book-printers and bookbinders. 
At the book-printers’ meeting the 
brown-shirt “ colleague” tried to 
fake up an impression through liis 
“courage” in the face of the in­
numerable threatening letters which 
lie was supposed to receive every 
day. jle  promised the printers 
that he would provide work for 
them. A few of them laughed at 
him and remarked, “ Yes, at relief 
rates!” They were taken out of 
the meeting and brought into a 
concentration cami\. A t the end, 
the Horst Wessel song was sung. 
The majority of those present left 
the hall demonstratively.

A t the bookbinders’ meeting the 
former chairman of tiie Bookbind­
ers’ Federation, Emil Kloth, spoke. 
This labor skate, who had been 
chased out by the workers in 1010 
and bad gone over Into the camp 
of the class enemy, boasted of the 
special friendship of the “ great 
leader” . Herr Kloth said he would 
assume the task of educating the 
bookbinders into Nazis. In  saying 
this he admitted that the majority 
of the workers take a hostile a tti­
tude toward the Nazis. He openly 
threatened more drastic measures 
against those with whom gentler' 
means failed. In his speech he 
drove an attack against interna- > 
tionalism. This fallacy, which was 
an invention of that Karl Marx, 
was supposed to have brought the 
working class to its ruin. Only 
when i t  was converted to national 
socialism would it  begin to rise 
again.

The “ former Marxist” had the 
following to say about Marx, “ Marx, 
was not even able to find a means

of livelihood. In  order to support 
his family, his wife had to go to 
work as a servant. Instead of this, 
he wasted liis time writing useless 
stuff like ‘Caxfital’ “ . Any comment 
on this would be superfluous. At 
the close of his speech Kloth sang 
hymns of praise to the “Leader” . 
The llorst-Wessel song was then 
sung. Because of the experience 
with the book-printers, tiie doors 
were guarded by storm trooperfi 
in plain clothes and nobody was 
allowed to leave the hall before the 
end of the “ singing” . Whoever 
did not raise his arm during this, 
got a shove in the elbow—“Arms 
up!” And so i t  was that “every­
body” saluted the leader.
FROM B ER LIN .
....T he  possibilities of work be­
come more difficult every day. Fasc­
ism is systematically trying to 
suppress every quiver of revolution. 
By the use of a terrific expenditure 
of police force even those possibil­
ities of work are being destroyed 
which we s till thought sure. The 
Fascists have been learning in the 
meantime. In  addition, the new 
draconian laws, which in many 
cases provide the death penalty for 
illegal political activity, are causing 
vacillations and uncertainty in the 
ranks of the remnants of the rev­
olutionary cadres. Comrades, who 
were formerly very good Commun­
ists, today become very soft under 
certain circumstances. They also 
have the frightfulness of the death 
sentence executed on the four Com­
munists in Altona.

S till the work is being carried 
on. A mimeographed paper Is pub­
lished, and Unser Wort is distri­
buted. The paper has considerably 
strengthened us politically, i t  en­
joys great prestige particularly 
among S. P. and S. W. P. circles.

1 9 4
I f  the number on 
your wrapper is . 
your subscription has expired. 
I f  you want to get tho M ili­
tant promptly every week 
renew your subscription at 
once; $1 per year for fifty  
two weekly issues; $.50 a half 
year for twenty-six weekly 
issues.
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editorial
T h e A . F . o f L . Convention, the Strike 

W a v e  and Trade U n io n  Perspectives
The 53rd annual convention of the American Fed­

eration of Labor convened at a turning point in  the 
life  of the labor movement when the resurgent forces 
of new life , thrust forward by the powerful impulsion 
o f the class struggle, are beginning to push their 
way through the dry crust and restraining forms of 
conservative trade unionism.

The new masses who are sweeping into the trade 
union movement, heralding their a rriva l by tum ultu­
ous struggles, are w ithout any direct representation 
a t the convention. The strike wave, the great, new, 
v ita l and determining factor in, the labor movement, 
lacks an authentic spokesman there. B ut th is dread 
spectre is present a ll the time and dominates the 
proceedings. The strike wave is the unofficial dele­
gate which disturbs the dead calm of self-satisfied 
conservatism so fam ilia r a t a ll A. F. of L. gatherings 
in  recent years. A ll the im portant speeches and 
deliberations were made as i f  in  reply to the thun­
derous arguments of this new force which is speak­
ing in  terms of class battles, of strikes and picket 
lines.

The forces of resurgent life , represented by the 
strike wave, which have not yet found form al expres­
sion in  official representation, did not record their 
real strength in  the convention proceedings. They 
only recorded the ir presence in the situation and 
served notice of a future participation. That alone 
was sufficient—so ominous is the new power—to make 
i t  the axis around which a ll the proceedings and 
discussion revolved. The stormy and irrepressible 
forces of the new labor m ilitancy, clamoring their 
demands in  the nation-wide strike movement, evoked 
the terrified concern of the labor lieutenants of cap. 
ita l gathered in  solemn convention, and of the po litica l 
spokesmen of capital, including the president of the 
U. S. and his general, Johnson, who addressed them.

The Real Program of Roosevelt
The real design behind the benevolence of the 

Roosevelt adm inistration towards union organization 
was brought out more sharply and clearly at the 
convention. They want a trade union movement that 
w ill be an instrument to restrain the workers, to 
prevent strikes and to suppress and outlaw the 
strikes that do occur. Only a few months have gone 
by since the NRA was hailed as the liberator of the 
workers, and already the iron fist is coming out of 
the velvet glove. Roosevelt’s threat to put the re­
ca lcitrant horses in  a co rra l; General Johnson’s 
blunter declaration, “ You cannot tolerate the strike” , 
and his appeal to public opinion “ to destroy every 
subversive in flu e n c e 'th e  glorification of Gompers 
and the reminder of his role in dragooning the Am­
erican workers into the war—in these expressions 
of the authentic spokesmen of the capita list exploi­
ters the Roosevelt program was given a plainer and 
more easily read translation than before.

The appearance of Green in a Washington church 
pulp it, w ith  his p itifu l appeal in b iblical language to 
the “masters” to be good to their “servants” , un­
speakably contemptible and servile as it  was, only 
served to demonstrate how neatly the A. F. of L. 
leaders have fitted themselves into the NRA scheme 
to harness the insurgent movement of the American 
workers through the official trade union movement. 
There is no doubt where they stand, nor where the 
convention which they dominate stands.

The New Factor in the Labor Movement
But the outward manifestations a t Washington 

are by no means an accurate reflection o f the situa­
tion w ith in  the A. F. of L., and s till less of the 
present-day labor movement in  its  broader aspects. 
Against the policy and intentions of the capitalist 
politicians and their labor allies, as revealed a t the 
Washington convention, the new outstanding devel­
opments must be considered—the influx o f hundreds 
o f thousands of new workers into the unions, the 
form ation w ith in  a few months’ time of 500 new fed­
eral unions, the insistent demand fo r the industria l 
union form of organization to meet the needs of the 
newly organized masses. These factors, counter­
balanced to the formal official decisions and pro­
nouncements, require consideration in  a rounded view 
of the actual situation.

They are an essential part of the “proceedings”  
o f the 53rd convention o f the A. F. of L . And in 
addition to that, the thunder of the strike wave out­
side the door also belongs in  the record. An ap­
preciation of the present situation in the trade union 
movement, and of the A. F. o f L. convention as a 
distorted reflection o f it, is possible only if  these 
factors are taken into account and given due weight 
and importance. In  that case the one-sided picture 
of the Washington gathering, as jus t another expres­
sion of hide-bound conservatism, fades away and we 
see the actual movement as i t  is in  reality, ferment­
ing w ith  new life  and on the verge of great convul­
sions which w ill upset a ll the schemes and plans.

Nothing was firm ly settled or decided fo r the 
labor movement at the Washington convention. The 
new elements at work in  the trade unions registered 
themselves and served notice, so to speak, of a 
fu rthe r participation later on. The contending forces 
in  the trade union movement, which w ill clash w ith  
increasing fury* from  th is time forward, met in a pre­
lim inary skirm ish at Washington. From there the 
conflict w ill be transferred back to the field of class 
struggle—to the strikes, the picket lines, the battles 
w ith  the state forces and armed thugs, and the fo rth ­
coming internal struggles w ith in  the trade union 
organizations.

A ll of this is projected on the basis of a strike 
wave of such dimensions as has not been seen in 
recent times and which, in  our judgment, is only a 
curta in  raiser of what is to follow . The bosses and 
the ir political and trade union agents apparently have 
the same opinion. They have enunciated the ir pro­
gram at the A. F. of L. convention. The labor move­
ment itself, that is, the real movement o f the masses, 
has not yet worked' out an estimation of the perspec­
tive  and a program o f its  own. This is the big task 
and need of the present time. Its  solution devolves 
natura lly on the class conscious elements.

The strike wave is the firs t reply tha t the Am­
erican workers have made to the frig h tfu l conditions 
and standards imposed upon them during the crisis 
and which the NRA mechanism is seeking to stabil­
ise and make permanent. The present scope and

insurgent m ilitancy o f the strike wave are especially 
portentous as to what is to follow  i f  the worker's 
fa il to get satisfaction o f the ir demands.

Trade Unionism - - A fter the Collapse 
of the N R A

And this, in  our opinion, is precisely what is 
going to happen. The attempt of the Roosevelt ad­
m inistration 10 "plan” industry on a basis of capi­
ta lis t private ownership is inevitably doomed to a 
resounding collapse, and that very probably in  the 
near future. W ith that, and w ith  the fa ilu re  also 
to satisfy the expectations o f the workers which were 
aroused by the ballyhoo campaign of the NRA, w ill 
come a tremendous disillusionment of the workers 
and a rapidly increasing tendency, on the ir part to 
resort to more aggressive struggles; to rely on their 
own strength and organization. Trade unionism, 
which was held out to them in  the firs t stages of the 
NRA as a device to restrain the ir independent move­
ment, w ill become fo r the workers the medium fo r 
Us expression on a colossal scale. The workers w ill 
turn to trade unionism in  real earnest, and they w ill 
be bent on making the unions serve as instruments 
of struggle against the exploiters.

Then, as has already been clearly intim ated in  
the threatening speeches of Roosevelt and Johnson 
at the Washington convention, the benevolent mask 
of the Roosevelt adm inistration w ill be taken off. 
The unions they encouraged, and even coddled, as 
long as they thought they could serve as “ harness” 
w ill meet open opposition from the government. A ll 
the forces a t its  command, from  systematic anti­
union and anti-strike propaganda to police and m ili­
tary force, w ill be brought to bear. The unions, in ­
sofar as they really fight—and that is  the function 
which the conditions of the times impose upon them 
—w ill have to tight fo r the ir existence against the 
government itse lf.

The capitalist attack against the trade unions 
as organs of struggle w ill be carried inside the un­
ions. Green, Lewis & Co. w ill be called upon to 
purge the organizations of their m ilitan t elements 
and restore the unions to conservative and respect­
able docility. The prompt response of these treacher­
ous agents of capital to this demand is assured in 
advance; their attitude a t Washington, in harmony 
w ith  a ll their previous conduct, signifies this firs t 
of a ll.

New Struggles within the Unions
The trade unions, swelling into larger propor­

tions by the influx of new members on one side, w ill 
witness wholesale expulsions and splits, engendered 
by the reactionary bureaucracy, on the other. In ­
surgent workers who insist on striking—the “horses” 
that “ refuse to work in  harness”—w ill meet the con­
demnation of the labor bureaucracy. Their strikes 
w ill be outlawed and denounced as Communistic 
plots. A campaign of red baiting w ill be inaugur­
ated against revolutionaries and Communists. Where 
these do not exist they w ill be invented. Every 
worker who wants to fight fob his rights and wants 
to make the union fight fo r them w ill be branded as 
a “ red” . The next developments of the trade union 
movement w ill unfold in  a seething tide of labor 
rebellion—of “outlaw” strikes, clashes w ith  the au­
thorities, fierce internal struggles in  the unions, ex­
pulsions and splits.

The fact that already today hundreds of thou­
sands of workers are streaming into the trade unions 
is in  itse lf a fact of incalculable significance. The 
workers are on the move. That is what is new, that 
is what is im portant in  the situation. The trade 
union is the firs t and most elementary form  of work­
ing class organization, fo r which no substitute has 
ever been invented. The workers take the ir firs t 
steps on the path of class development through that 
door. Hundreds of thousands are taking this step 
already today, a large percentage o f them fo r the 
firs t time. M illions of others w ill fo llow  them to­
morrow. No matter how conservative the unions 
may be, no m atter how reactionary the ir present 
leadership, and regardless of what the real purposes 
of the Roosevelt adm inistration were in  giving a 
certain encouragement and impetus to th is trade 
union revival—-in spite of a ll of this, the movement 
itse lf represents an elemental force, a power which, 
properly influenced a t the rig h t time by the class 
conscious vanguard', can break through a ll the abso- 
lete forms and frustrate a ll the reactionary schemes.

The Task of the Militants
This movement of the masses into the trade un­

ions can be seriously influenced only from  w ithin. 
From this it  fo llow s: Get into the unions. Stay there. 
Work w ithin.

Before any serious development of a revolution­
ary organziation can be expected in  America this 
penetration of the trade unions must begin in  earn­
est. The m ilitants who undertake th is task now, 
ufter a ll the discredit brought to the name of Com­
munism by the Stalinists, w ill labor under a double 
handicap. The complete and unchallenged supremacy 
of the reactiouaries in  the trade union leadership; 
the weight of the government and of a ll capitalist 
propaganda and repressive forces on the ir side; the 
popular hostility  to Communism and the relationship 
of forces in- general—these circumstances alone w ill 
constitute huge obstacles a t the beginning. Besides 
that, the new Left wing movement w ill have to pay 
fo r the sins and failures of the old.

The labor fakers w ill s ta rt new expulsion cam­
paigns against the radicals the movement the ir in flu ­
ence is fe lt again in  the mass movement. I t  is fo lly  
to th ink that the task of penetrating the mass trade 
unions, under the given conditions, and of recon­
stitu ting  a vigorous Le ft wing w ith in  them can be 
accomplished w ith  brass bands playing and banners 
flying. Quiet and persistent work, and loyal coopera­
tion w ith  a ll progressive-minded workers who want 
to build fighting unions—this simple prescription 
stands firs t in  order. The rest w ill follow.

We give no pledge to refra in  from  revolutionary 
activ ity  in  the unions or to tu rn  our backs on “ out­
law ”  strikes. We leave such trade union tactics to 
opportunists and tra itors. I t  is our aim, on the 
contrary, to be w ith  the masses, especially a t the 
moment o f the ir sharpest collisions w ith  the capital­
ists, whatever form  these collisions may take. In  
order that th is association w ith  the revolting masses 
can have a fru itfu l revolutionary influence, i t  has 
to begin now by an entrenchment o f the m ilitan t and 
class conscious elements in  the A. F. o f L. unions 
and the form ation of a L e ft wing w ith in  them.

N o tes o f the

W eek
SAID TH E  MAD H ATTER

When you hear about the great 
need of k illin g  1,000,000 hogs to 
nelp the Drive toward Prosperity, 
you w ill, no doubt, look up and 
wonder. A sneaking suspicion w ill 
grow w ith in  you that there is some­
thing cockeyed w ith  a system that 
requires such waste to keep going.

•  • • •
You look around you. Eleven 

m illion hungry men are s till pound­
ing the pavements, unemployed. The 
Dnght leilows in  tne governments 
uram trust keep on tninking up a ll 
kinds of plans to keep the grain 
crop down, to cu rta il tne live stock. 
They have to. 'The leaders of this 
system that we call capitalism te ll 
them we have too much.

*  •  *  *

That’s the big trouble w ith  us. 
We have too much. That is why 
eleven m illion  men must starve.

*  *  •  *

Odd enough, every worker w ill 
adm it to himselt, and keep wonder­
ing. B ut sometimes the Mad H at­
ters of capitalism carry their crazy 
ta lk  and topsy-turvy ideas so ta r 
that the worker can t  jus t stop w ith 
mere .wondering.

* * * *
The other day, fo r instance, Mr. 

Gerard Swope, a big bun among 
the boss class, the head o£ General 
E lectric and a member of the N IKA 
board, was caught thinking aloud. 
He was comparing the NRA w ith 
the Russian five year plan. Said 
Mr. Swope:

"The Soviets started from 
scratch. They had no industry, 
no financial structure, no prob­
lems of overproduction such as 
we had to deal w ith ... .Their 
economic problem is comparu- 
tivey easy.”

*  *  *  *

The Soviets, under Lenin and 
Trotsky, took over a country fo r­
lorn, neglected and backward, the 
ruins of an empire m isruled by 
medieval despots. Its  industry lay 
¿allow and devastated, the wreckage 
of a crim inally fu tile  and disastr­
ous war. A hostile capitalist world 
surrounded Workers’ Russia. When 
that world could not put i t  down 
by force of sword, the international 
boss class tried to cut off Russia’s 
credits, its  sources of economic 
life , i t  was s till another attempt 
to th ro ttle  it. In  the cockeyed 
world of Mr. Swope___“ Their eco­
nomic problem is comparatively 
simple” , b u t.. . .

“But over here we have an 
overdeveloped economic and in ­
dustrial pattern__ That has
been a colossal task w ith  which 
Russia never had to be bother­
ed.”

*  » *  *
The United States entered the 

world war a debtor nation. I t  came 
out of i t  the outstanding creditor 
nation, the dominant world power. 
Its  industries surpassed in  wealth 
and technical progress those of a ll 
other countries, its  rulers became 
the real dictators in  a war-ridden 
Europe. Its  resources—unlim ited. 
A  whole world stood ready to do 
its  bidding. I t  had everything. 
“ That has been a colossal task 
w ith  which Russia never had to 
be bothered” .

*  *  *  •

H elp! We’ve got too much, cries 
th is loon. And you’ve got to do 
more than ju s t wonder th is time. 
Because there is some reason in  his 
madness this time. Bays M r. Swope 
—of the Soviets:

“ When they need more coal 
they expand the ir mines, put 
more men in  them and pro­
duce. The same is true of m ills 
and other industria l structures.” 
They do the job.

•  *  *  *

But over here, in  N1RA America, 
“ w ith  a ll the natural (?) human 
jealousies that go w ith  it,”

“ different groups strive fo r 
different advantages, and in 
many cases w ith  little  regard 
fo r the general good.”

* * * *
Here you can’t do the job. You’ve 

got a ll the tools and a ll the mate­
ria ls, but you can’t  do the job. 
“D ifferent groups strive fo r differeut 
advantages, and in  many cases w ith 
little  regard fo r the general good” .

*  ♦  *  *
Mr. Swope knows his capitalistic 

system, the system of profit and 
greed, of wasteful competition and 
industria l anarchy.

That is the big d ifficu lty over 
here. That is  what stands in  the 
way of solving the problem in  the 
U. S. A- And M r. Swope tells you 
—that’s the only the thing that 
stands in  the way. In  so many 
words.

—G__ n.
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Two Congresses «Against W a r»
The N ew  York Barbusse M ovem ent and the «People's Council» of 1917

(Continued from  last issue)
B ut the final resolution of the 

New York convention—is that a 
pacifist document? Merely to ask 
such a question is to display a vast 
g u llib ility . What do the words of 
this cooked-up resolution matter? 
Those who voted fo r i t  include not 
only the Stalinists, but persons 
whose avowed policy is to “promote 
peace between religious, classes 
and races”  or “ who are opposed to 
every kind of war”—and sim ilar 
class collaborationist, reactionary 
pacifist clap-trap. What possible 
resolution can be adopted jo in tly  by 
such elements and genuinely revolu­
tionary elements? Nothing but a 
document o f deceit, of sham, a mere 
collection of words strung together 
on a S talin ist string to serve as a 
noose fo r the m ilitan t proletariat 
and its  fight against im perialist 
war.

The United Front and War
Bo you are opposed to the united 

front? Not at a ll. In  the firs t 
place, a genuine united front, and 
not an indecent burlesque, would 
sta rt off w ith  an open appeal by 
the Communist International fo r a 
conference w ith  the Becond Interna, 
tlonal, the Amsterdam Internation­
al, the independent organizations, 
the syndicalists and the Interna­
tional Le ft Opposition, to discuss a 
minimum program—and not to set 
up a special organization. In  the 
second place, a united fron t w ith  
sincerely pacifist elements can never 
oe organized to tight war in  gen­
eral, or even im perialist war as 
such. The pacifists are to ta lly in ­
capable of even starting such a 
fight, and the duty of the Commun­
ists is to say so plainly. A  united 
fron t, w ith  such groups can be con­
fined to nothing more than concrete 
questions of the moment, can be

maintained only fo r a b rie f time, 
and cannot, must not, take the 
form of a united organization. 
Anything else means a bastardized 
“anti-war”  movement, a cruel mis­
representation, a deliberate fraud, 
a wax figure that melts as soon as 
events warm up a little .

Hasn't that already been demon­
strated in  less than a year? W hat 
did the Amsterdam movement do to 
halt the progress of Fascism in  
Germany? NOT A THING? What 
genuine, v irile  mass movement is i t  
setting in motion now to ward off 
the insolent attacks upon the So­
viet Union by Japanese imperial­
ism? NONE AT A L L ! The tru th  
is that i t  is as bankrupt, as im­
potent, as misleading as the Btalin- 
tern which brought i t  into being.

The Left Opposition does not 
conceal fo r an instant its  attitude 
towards this monstrosity perpetrat­
ed upon the m ilita n t working class. 
Our position towards i t  is not a 
new one. I t  is identical w ith  that 
of the Lert wing a generation ago, 
which had to combat sim ilar mani­
festations of opportunism treachery 
and bureaucratism in  the Bocialist 
parties of that time. We can there­
fore do nothing better here than 
to quote w ith  approval the views 
of the Left wing in  the Bocialist 
party w ith  regard to the People’s 
Council sixteen years ago, express 
ed in  the official organ of the Left, 
The Class Struggle (Sept.-Oct., 
1917). W ith hardly the change of 
a phrase, i t  applies word for word 
to the problem in  hand.

The Left Wing in 1917
"The Socialist party in  its  sup­

port of the People’s Council has 
again made a tactical e rror of the 
first importance. Indeed, the 
tragedy of the situation is seen in 
the circumstance that our party has

practically lost its identity nation­
ally as a force against the war. A ll 
its anti-war activity is virtually  
centered in  the People’s Council, 
an organization that does not ac­
cept revolutionary action, and the 
conversation of which, moreover, is 
strengthened by the party bureau­
crats dominant in  its management. 
The People’s Council is being used 
by the Bocialist party officials to 
make votes fo r the party. This 
may succeed, temporarily, but its 
ultim ate effect w ill be to make re­
cruits for the Gompers-Spargo party 
o f ‘practical’ social reform . . . .  I t  is 
easy to enthusiastically accept the 
People’s Council. The more difficult 
task, indispensable, is to cleave to 
fundamentals and express our own 
independent action ii i our own rev­
olutionary way as adherents of in­
ternational socialism.”

Let the fate o f the Socialist party 
and its  “ People’s Council”  serve as 
a g ris ly  w arning! The August 4th 
of the Comintern in Germany al­
ready Indicates the fate to which 
the Barbusse movement has been 
doomed from  its  Inception. M. S.

P. S.—The call fo r the New York 
conference started out by welcom­
ing “ the step taken by Sherwood 
Anderson, Theodore Dreiser and 
Upton S inclair.”  Not one of these 
three dragon slayers was even pre­
sent at the congress! Sinclair Is 
running fo r governor of California 
on the Democratic ticket. Dreiser 
has endorsed the Roosevelt pro­
gram. Anderson follows in his 
footsteps. Shouldn’t  It begin to be 
clear now where the “ heads” of 
the “ historic congress” have been 
pulling Its “ body”—to say nothing 
of its  S talinist posterior?

—M AX SHACHTMAN.

On Gompers
(Continued from  Page 1) 

misleaders like Gompers and MR- 
cliell, this Civic Federation was an 
open class-collaboration agency 
consecrated to the idea of “ the part­
nership of labor and capital” , to the 
settling of strikes a t the expense of 
the workers and to blocking the 
road to organization of the unor­
ganized.

Through this organization and 
together w ith  the kings and barons 
of finance and industry Gompers 
waged a b itte r struggle against so­
cialism w ith in  and w ithout the Am­
erican Federation of Labor. As 
president of this organization he 
was instrumental in  betraying the 
steel s trike  of 1901 and numerous 
strikes thereafter. The member­
ship of Gompers in  this capitalist 
organization and his concurrent pre­
sidency of the American Federation 
of Labor is keenly symbolic o f his 
role of the guardian, the watchdog 
of the interests of the capitalist 
class in the labor movement.

Against the I. W. W. th is evil 
genius of labor unleashed the virus 
of his hatred. That the I.  W. W. 
was championing the cause o f the 
oppressed and challenging the 
strongholds o f trustified capital 
meant nothing fo r Gompers. They 
were reds, “against the govern­
ment” and he was out to destroy 
the I. W. W. When the U. T. ,W. 
fficials acted as strikebreakers at 

Lawrence in  1912 to stamp out the 
m ilitan t battle led by the I.  W. W., 
Gompers condoned the act. The 
same at Paterson in  1913 by a back­
door agreement w ith  the bosses. 
W ith remarkable indifference Gom­
pers ignored the bloody massacre 
of the striking coal miners in  Lud­
low Colorado by the Rockfeller in ­
terests. S im ilarly w ith  the St. 
Bartholomew’s n ight in the copper1 
strike in  Calumet, Michigan.

Against Industrial Unionism...
Gompers detested the I. W. W. 

as much fo r the ir industria l form  
of organization, which cut across 
the lines of cra ft and encompassed 
the mass of unskilled, as for their 
burning creed of class struggle. The 
consistent policy of Gompers was 
to divide the organized workers 
into innumerable segments, to rip  
the labor movement asunder w ith 
wasteful jurisd iction disputes. To 
this every day the American Feder­
ation of Labor’ is torn by fruitless 
jurisdictional bickerings—the seed 
sown by Gompers is s till sprouting 
ifls rotten fru its .

“Non-Partisan” Politics
In  politics as in the trade unions, 

Gompers earned the statue erected 
to him in Washington. Here he 
chained labor to the politica l char­
io t of the capitalist class—the Rep­
ublican and Democratic Gold-Dust 
tw ins of B ig business. By the 
slogan of “ Reward your friends” 
Gompers made labor the grovelling 
lick-spittle  o f the po litica l repre­
sentatives of the bosses. He shied 
away from a party fo r the workers 
like leprosy, only to maintain a 
corps o f toadying lobbyists who 
crawled on a ll fours fo r favors
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from the standpat parties of the 
master class.

A Recruiting Sergeant For 
Capitalist W ar

I t  was quite appropriate that 
Gompers should be the recruiting 
sergeant for the American Imper­
ia lis t plunderbund holding the Am­
erican workers in line fo r the 
slaughter tor profits they were pro­
secuting in Europe. The capitalists 
made certain there would be no 
trouble from the workers when 
they entered the war by immedi­
ately enlisting the only-too-w illing 
services of Gompers. He secured a 
declaration from  the A. F. of L. 
pledging its  support of the govern­
ment in  the war in  the event of 
United States’ participation. Gom­
pers was a member of the Council 
of National Defense created in  1916, 
and was influential in  prim ing Am. 
erican public opinion to war con­
sciousness.

P rior to and even a fter the out­
break o f the war to make the world 
safe for’ bigger and better profits 
there was a large pacifist sentiment 
in  this country and in  the labor 
organizations. This would never 
do fo r Gompers who put his whole 
heart into the patriotic campaign 
into driving the workers into the 
Morgans’ carnage. He was the 
father o f the American Alliance fo r 
Labor and Democracy which enlist­
ed the social-patriots like Spargo 
and Russell and spread war' pro­
paganda from  one end of the coun­
try  to the other.

I f  the war was to be a success 
(here must be a docile, unrebellious, 
hard working proletariat in  the 
home Country and Gompers was 
the man fo r that. A  member of the 
War Labor Board he watched 
hawklike that there be no strikes 
during the w ar; and i f  such broke 
loose in spite of him, Gompers had 
a machine to hamstring the work­
ers struggle fo r whom exploitation 
grew more intense in  times of war. 
And fo r this service Roosevelt is 
not stingy in  his plaudits when he 
says that “ i t  was his (Gompers’) 
patriotic leadership fo r the unanim­
ous mobilization o f the workers in 
every part of the union which sup­
plemented the mobilization of the 
men who went to the fron t” . A 
monument to Gompers in  Washing­
ton—little  crosses on the battle­
fields of France for the workers 
who fought fo r W all Street’s gold.
In  His Dotage—Fighting the “Reds”

For Gompers the war did not end 
w ith  the declaration of the arm­
istice in November 1918—not the 
class war, to be sure; he had long 
ceased to recognize that. Under 
the cry that the war was s till on 
Gompers and Lewis, frightened 
white by the invocation of the 
Lever' Act declaring the coal strike 
outlaw, drove 425,000 coal miners 
back to the pits. Gompers did 
everything in  his power to sabotage 
the great steel strike of 1919 and 
he fina lly succeeded in putting the 
rebellious steel .workers “ in the 
corral” .

Samuel Gompers spent his dotage 
in  a fittin g  manner—fighting reds. 
Here he was the fu ry  o f old age in ­
carnated. Part and parcel o f the 
post-war' red hysteria, Gompers did 
his “ b it”  to preserve “American 
institutions”  from  the Bolsheviks. 
He hounded the Communists and1 
expelled the Le ft wingers from the 
A. F. of L.

The American workers w ill re­
member th is labor lieutenant o f the 
capitalist class w ith  an oath o f hate 
on the ir lips A fte r the proletariat 
of this country crosses the pinnacle 
o f power i t  w ill w rite  th is inscrip­
tion under the monument in  Wash­
ington :

“ Samuel Gompers—the E v il Gen­
ius o f the American Labor Move-, 
ment.”  — GEORGE C LA R K E.

Cuban Gov't
(Continued from Page 1)

But th is victory and thg, failure 
of the workers to raise.their strug­
gle to the plane of the contest fo r 
state power placed the Le ft wing 
of the petty bourgeoisie in  power. 
There, of course, they cannot long 
remain. Below, the workers refuse 
to be satisfied w ith programmatic 
promises which supplement pledges 
to the im perialist wolves that their 
ioans and property w ill be respect­
ed. The workers are taking over 
m ills  and mines as guarantees of 
ihe ir demands fo r higher pay and 
better conditions, setting up work­
ers’ committees to run them and 
here and there they are setting up 
Boviets and organizing a Red 
Guard. A ll this constitutes a pot­
ential threat to the whole capitalist- 
im perialist system in  Cuba.

This threat has driven the petty 
bourgeoisie to the right, toward the 
Amerjcan “mediators” . This is 
covered up by the protest that the 
workers are provoking armed inter­
vention. The anti-im perialism  of 
Che petty bourgeoisie (s not the 
revolutionary, international anti­
capita list program of the workers; 
i t  is the fu tile , nationalist, hodge­
podge o f the desperate middle class 
w ithout a social program and w ith­
out the resource and a b ility  to 
guide the destinies of modern so­
ciety.

In  the firs t period follow ing its  
assumption of governmental power 
the petty bourgeoisie made conces­
sions to (fie workers. The arb itra ­
tion of strikes which they ins ti­
tuted' granted the workers’ demands. 
A t th is stage of the revolution the 
petty bourgeoisie saw in  the work­
ers allies against the imperialists, 
levers w ith  which to force con­
cessions fo r themselves.

But when the workers refused 
any longer to follow  the leadership 
of the petty bourgeoisie and con­
ducted independent struggles in  
their own interests the petty bour­
geoisie became terrified at the ris ­
ing spectre of the proletarian rev­
olution. On the other hand, the 
sw ift development of the w orker^ 
struggles and their increasingly rev­
olutionary character frightened the 
bourgeoisie who, dissatisfied w ith  
the “ liberalism ”  of the government, 
made and are making attempts a t 
armed_insurrection to overthrow the 
government of the petty bourgeoisie 
after which they hope to put down 
the workers. In  th is they are en­
couraged by American imperialism.

The fear of the bourgeoisie and 
the im perialist on the one hand, 
and the fear of the workers on the 
other, and the vacillations between 
these giants reflect the contradic­
tory position of the Cuban petty 
bourgeoisie. Today, as was inevit­
able from the beginning, i t  is swing­
ing tq  the righ t against the work­
ers. That is the meaning of the 
shooting of the Communist demon­
strators in  Havana and In the in ­
terior. That is the meaning, of 
the sacking of the Le ft trade union 
enter. That is the meaning of the 
organization of the Carribean 
Army and the illegalization, in  
practice, of the Communist Party.

I t  remains to  be seen whether 
the workers w ill not drive off the 
armed students who are moving 
against the seized m ills and' mines; 
and whether the workers, confront­
ing the soldiers cannot w in them 
over. What they need most for1 
that is a correct program and lead­
ership. The influence o f Commun­
ism is growing .But the fa ilure 
o f the workers to put forward poli­
tica l demands signifies that the 
Communist Party, haltered' by Stal­
inism, is not measuring up to the 
great tasks that the situation has 
th rust upon it. —T . STAM M .


