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Sixteen Years of the Russian Revolution !
THE C R E A T IO N  O F  A  FOURTH IN T E R N A T IO N A L  IS THE BEST DEFENSE O F  THE S O V IE T  U N IO N

The Rebirth of Revolutionary Inter­
nationalism Alone Can Save the 

First Workers’ Fatherland
Sixteen years a fte r  th a t glorious 

October w h ich  witnessed the rise 
o f the Soviet Union, the w orkers ’ 
repub lic stands in  graver danger of 
a ttack and aggression than ever 
before.

Soviet Russia arose as the w o rk­
ers’ fa the rland  through a revo lu­
tion  w h ich  aroused the w ork ing  
class of the whole world , w h ich  
ra llie d  to  its  banner an in te rna ­
tion a l p ro le ta ria t th a t knew how 
to a id  in  its  defense by effective 
so lida rity  action throughout the 
years of the c iv i l w a r and the in ­
numerable fo re ign invasions.

International Defense of Soviet 
Russia

The revo lt o f the French fleet 
in  the B lack Sea, the fra te rn iza ­
tion  a t the fro n t o f German sol­
diers, the Shop Stewards’ defense 
movement o f England, the s trike  
o f the Seattle transport workers 
against the shipm ent o f m unitions 
to K o lchak— the s t ir r in g  f irs t years 
of the Russian revo lu tion  are re­
plete w ith  flam ing examples of in ­
te rna tiona l so lid a rity  and heroism 
like  these.

The in te rna tiona l social dem­
ocracy, the treacherous Second In ­
te rna tiona l, acting in  the best in ­
terests o f the bosses of a l l coun­
tries, showed its e lf w o rth y  o f the 
those years. T ak ing  the helm of 
government fo r  th e ir  na tiona l r u l­
in g  classes, in  Germany, in  F in land  
and elsewhere, they succeeded a t 
th a t tim e in  preventing the glow ing 
in te rna tiona l s o lid a rity  w h ich came 
to the; fore in  the defense o f the 
f irs t  labor state from  transfo rm ing  
its e lf in to  a fu rth e r, sweeping ex­
tension o f the Russian revo lution, 
fro m  achieving new victories on the 
road to the w o rld  Soviet.
The Russian Revolution and the 

Comintern
I t  was in  the strugg le fo r  the 

extension of the Russian revo lu tion, 
in  the fire  o f strugg le against 
cap ita lis t in te rven tion  and social 
re fo rm is t treachery th a t the Com­
m unist In te rn a tio n a l was founded 
in  191ft. F rom  the firs t, the great 
M arx is ts  taugh t the Russian w o rk ­
ers tha t th e ir  u ltim a te  fa te  was 
bound up w ith  th a t of the in te r­
na tiona l p ro le ta ria t, th a t the very 
existence o f the government which

blood and th e ir  lives depended in  
the firs t place upon its  active sup­
po rt by th e ir fe llow  workers in  
Western Europe, in  Am erica, in  
Asia. Soviet diplom acy was used 
by the authentic Bolsheviks as a 
weapon o f revo lu tiona ry  in te rna ­
tionalism .

The years fo llo w in g  the death of 
Lenin and the tem porary relapse of 
the Western European revo lu tion  
brought fo r th  a s p ir it  o f pessimism 
in  regard to the in te rna tiona l per­
spectives and a utop ian optim ism  
in  regard to the poss ib ility  of 
bu ild ing  an isolated Socia list society 
in  Russia. T h is  na tiona l-soc ia lis t 
disease in filtra te d  even in to  the 
ranks of the w o rld  vanguard— the 
Communist In te rn a tio n a l— alien  to 
its  princip les and purpose. The 
ca rrie rs  of th is  disease were the 
S ta lin is t bureaucracy w h ich  grew 
up and nu tured its e lf  lik e  a paras­
ite  on the body o f the Russian rev­
o lu tion  and the Soviet republic.

The Soviet bureaucracy, the par­
asites o f the revo lu tion interested 
in  the maintenance of th e ir  own 
existence and position a t a l l costs— 
w ith  the least possible disturbances 
— was a b u lw a rk  o f support fo r  
S ta lin 's  rev is ion is t theory o f 
"b u ild in g  up socialism  in  one coun­
try .”

The New Revisionism
I t  was w ith  th is  rev is ion is t idea, 

born put o f the bureaucracy’s lack 
of fa ith  in  in te rna tiona l so lida rity  
th a t S ta lin ism  replaced the figh ting  
in te rna tiona lism  o f Len in  in  the 
vanguard of the w o rld  w ork ing  
class. S ta lin ism  thus began a long 
process of underm ining the Rus­
sian revo lu tion  and the Soviet state.

W ith  the purpose in  view  o f 
w ith d ra w in g  in to  its  own she ll and 
df preventing a ll possible shocks 
from  w ithou t, the S talin ized Com­
m un ist In te rn a tion a l subordinated 
the vanguard of the Chinese w o rk­
ing  class, its  Com m unist p a rty  to 
Chiang Kai-Shek’s bourgeois Kuo 
M in  Tang. Lack ing  convic tion in  
the power o f the Chinese workers 
to  lead and to  enforce the struggle 
o f the explo ited colonial masses in  
the earth-shaking rebellion against 
im peria lism , they placed th e ir  
hopes in  the Chinese bourgeoisie. 
The la tte r  accepted th is  S ta lin is t

they had established w ith  th e ir  ' g i f t  and then proceeded p rom ptly

not on ly to w ipe out the organiza­
tions of the Chinese pro le ta rian , 
bu t to conspire w ith  the im peria l­
is t states against the Soviet Union 
itse lf. The Sino-Itussian cris is  of 
August 1929 was Chiang Kai-Shek’s 
paym ent fo r  S ta lin ’s po licy.
Opportunism on the international 

Field
W ith  the same na tiona l-soc ia lis t 

purpose in  view, the S ta lin is t lead­
ersh ip  un ited w ith  the B r it is h  
trade union fakers— Purcell, H icks 
and Co.,— in  the Anglo-Russian 
Committee. In  re tu rn  fo r a w o rth ­
less promise to he lp fo res ta ll B r i t ­
ish m ilita ry  in te rven tion  against 
the Soviet Union, S ta iln ism  subor­
d inated to the E ng lish trade union 
bureaucracy a budding, m ilita n t 
M in o rity  Movement led by the Com­
m unist pa rty . P urce ll, H icks and 
Co. u tilized  the Com intern support 
and a u th o rity  to  sell out the Gen­
era l S trike  o f 1926— the greatest 
revo lu tiona ry  action in  the h is to ry  
o f the B r it is h  w ork ing  class. The 
labor lieutenants o f E ng lish  capi­
ta lism  paid fo r  th is  by absolute 
passiv ity  a t the tim e o f A us tin  
Cham berlin ’s ra id  on ARCOS— the 
Soviet trade representation— which 
threatened to be a prelude to a 
w ar against the Soviet Union.

The Swing to Adventurism
The period of 1925 to 1929 was 

fu l l  o f such polic ies and practices 
of the S ta lin is t bureaucracy. When 
in  1929, the course o f opportun ist 
agreements w ith  colon ia l bourgeois 
po litic ian s  and m etropo litan  labor 
fakers had suffered shipwreck, S ta l­
in ism  reversed its  tac tic , bu t not 
its  aim . A fte r 'the u ltra -L e ft re­
action  o f 192S-1928, the S ta lin is t 
bureaucracy, having helped to 
wreck the in te rna tiona l revo lu tion­
a ry  movement, having helped to sell 
i t  out to the fake rs  and betrayers, 
lost a ll interest in it. They filled  
the leading posts o f the Commun­
is t In te rn a tio n a l w ith  notorious 
incompetents who unleashed a 
re ign o f irresponsib le adventurism  
in  the ranks o f the revo lu tiona ry  
vanguard. F o r the p ra c tica l pu r­
poses o f preserving th e ir  national- 
socia list utopia they began to set 
th e ir  hopes of Soviet defense d ir ­
ectly  on agreements w ith  the dip­
lomats o f the fo re ign  bourgeoisies.

On the o ther hand— the po licy  
o f the com bination a t the top w ith  
the social deform ists was replaced 
by an u ltra -L e ft re fusa l to  get 
together w ith  them on the most 
m in im a l questions o f common ac­
tion . The a llies o f yesterday had 
suddenly become “ social Fascists” , 
social reform ism  the “ tw in ”  o f 
Fascism. “ United F ro n t from  be­
low  on ly” , u lt im a tis t demands of

“ U n ited F ro n t on ly under the lead -. the Russian revo lu tion, the found
ership of the Communist p a rty ” 
these were the slogans pu t fo rw a rd  
by irresponsib le S ta lin is t adventur­
ers to s p lit  the w ork ing  class in  
times when u n ity  was most urgent. 
T h is  was the line  o f po licy th a t 
was combined by a national-com ­
munism— "Reople’s revo lu tion ” , “ na­
tiona l and social lib e ra tio n ” —  
which grew d ire c tly  ou t of the 
S ta lin ism  national-socia lism  in  So­
vie t Russia and which was to serve 
the German Communist pa rty  as 
an item  of com petition w ith  H it le r ’s 
Fascists.

“Non-Aggression Pacts”
On the other hand, "non-aggres­

sion pacts”  w ith  various bourgeois 
powers, ra is ing  false hopes in  the 
workers o f peace by "scraps of 
paper”  and supplemented by "a n ti­
w a r congresses” — comedies w ith  a ll 
k inds o i in d iv id u a l s ta rs : novelists, 
a rtis ts , free  lancers who repre­
sented no one but themselves. T ha t 
has been the course of S talin ism  
from  1929 up to the present.

The balance sheet of Com intern 
m ust be draw n today, S ta lin is t op­
portun ism  destroyed the great de­
fense of the Soviet Cnion la ten t in  
the Chinese revo lu tion and in  S ta l­
in is t adventurism  aided the German 
social democracy to m a in ta in  its  
positions of influence in  the labor 
movement and s p lit the w ork ing 
class hopelessly on the eve o f H i t ­
le r ’s coming in to  power. W ith  the 
Fascist destruction o f the German 
w ork ing class vanguard, the Union 
o f Socialist Soviet Republics loses 
its  strongest p illa r  o f defense in  
the cap ita lis t world. The Fascist 
butchers now directly threaten 
Workers’ Russia!

The Downfall of tile Comintern
The defense of the Soviet Union 

is  the most urgent task of the mo­
ment fo r  the revo lu tiona ry  w o rk­
ers. The Communist In te rna tiona l, 
created by Lenin and T ro tsky  fo r  
its  defense by the one rea lis tic  
po licy o f the extension o f the Oct­
ober revo lu tion, has been strangled 
by S talin ism . F o r over five years 
no congresses of the Communist 
In te rn a tion a l have been held. W hile  
the policies o f the Soviet bureau­
cracy have helped to raise H it le r  
in to  power, to b ring  about the 
ann ih ila tion  o f the organized Ger­
man w o rk ing  class and to isolate 
the Soviet Union, workers’ dem­
ocracy w ith in  the Communist In ­
te rna tiona l has been completely 
skilled. The greatest of crimes are 
com m itted w ith  im pun ity . The in ­
te rna tion a lis t fighters —  T ro tsky, 
Rakovsky and th e ir comrades— are 
expelled from  the ranks of the 
parties. The bona fide leaders of

ers o f the Communist In te rn a tio n a l 
f i l l  the S ta lin is t deporta tion camps 
and the places of exile.

Who w i l l  prevent the oncoming 
attack o f the w o rld  bourgeoisie, 
w ith  German Fascism in  the West 
and Japanese m ilita r is m  in  the 
East? Who w i l l  lead in  the de­
fense of the Soviet Union ever 
more isolated by a r in g  o f revo lu­
tion a ry  governments?

The Communist In te rn a tio n a l o f 
S ta lin  cannot and w i l l  no t do the 
job. National-Com m unism  has re­
duced the Com intern to a ho llow  
she ll of its  form er seif. A n o r­
ganization w h ich  has been poison­
ed by a d iscred iting bureaucracy, 
w h icn has le ft a t r a i l  of f r ig h t fu l 
defeats in  its  wake— in  China, in  
Germany, in  Great B rita in , in  every 
country — an organ ization wh ich 
even a t th is  la te date when dan­
ger threatens im m ediate ly, shows 
no signs of organ izationa l life , 
whose representatives no longer 
gather in  congresses to consider the 
serious questions— such an organ i­
zation is hopely lost.

The Communist in te rn a tio n a l was 
k ille d  by the disease o f S ta lin is t 
na tiona l socialism . The national- 
socia list bureaucracy of the Soviet 
Union is leading the Soviet Union 
to catastrophe. W hile i t  has re­
placed revo lu tiona ry  in te rna tiona l­
ism w ith  "non-aggression pacts” , 
the "non-aggressor”  F rench bour­
geoisie is m aking loans to Japanese 
m ilita r is m  and se lling arms to Ger­
man Fascism. The Communist In ­
te rna tiona l is  lost, the German 
Communist p a rty  is lost. But the 
Soviet Union must not be lost!

Reconstitute the International 
Vanguard!

There is on ly one power in  the 
w orld  th a t can save it .  T h a t is a 
reconstituted vanguard of Interna­
tionalist Communism. T h a t is  a 
new, a F ou rth  In te rn a tion a l, group­
ing around i t  a l l  those revo lu tion­
ary  w orkers who have learned the 
lesson o f the past ten years, who 
genuinely w an t to defend the So­
v ie t Union and who know th a t the 
oh ly way to do i t  is  by the exten­
sion of the October revo lution.

Those who were forem ost in  the 
ba ttle  lines of the Russian Rev­
o lu tion  are today forem ost in  the 
struggle fo r  its  revo lu tiona ry  de­
fense against the im pending attack. 
W ith  a firm  conviction, the Bolshe- 
v ik-Len in is ts , on th is  day o f the 
commemoration o f the sixteenth 
anniversary o f October revo lu tion, 
proceed to the order o f the day-— 
the foundation of the new In te r­
na tiona l and the new Communist 
parties. — GORDON.

The Bolshevik Heritage Must Be 
Preserved in the Struggle Against 

The Stal in ist  Revisionists
The end is everyth ing. The 

means are nothing. W ith  th is  con­
ception E dw ard ne rnste in  led tne 
auucK o i rerornnsm  against me 
revo lu tionary doctrines of M arx  
ana Engels. B u t .uu rx isn i demon­
strated m a t th is  conception of tac­
tics and strategy of tne re form ists 
was tne source o f the opportunism  
and betrayal of tne iu te ies ts  of tue 
w ork ing class by its  alleged lead­
ers. in is  rneory is reactionary, 
polemized M arx. F or, ho said, tne 
means determ ine the end. W ithou t 
revo lu tionary tac tics  ana strategy 
to r tue movement, the goal o f so­
c ia lism  or communism is never 
reaened. The crasn o f the rfecond 
In te rna tiona l, of tne German social- 
laemocracy a t the ou lurean of tne 
W orld  W ar in  19IT  proved In  a 
catastrophic manner the views of 
M arx, ateform ism brought destruc­
tion  and death in  the wake o f the 
masses.

Today, sixteen years a fte r ¡he 
estabnsnment of the p ro le ta rian  
d ic ta to rsh ip  and the Soviet power, 
tne revo lu tiona ry  movement is con­
fron ted  once again, in  another form , 
w ith  the ravages and menace of 
the new revisionism  espoused by 
the school o f S ta lin  and w hich is 
properly  labelled S talin ism . W ith  
the theory of socialism  in  one coun­
t r y  as against tne theory of per­
manent revo lu tion, S talin ism , in  tne 
epoch o f modern monopolistic im ­
peria lism , revises fundam entally 
the princip les and revo lu tiona ry  
strategy and tac tic  o f the w ork ing 
class and p a rtic u la r ly  the Commun­
ists. S ta lin ism , professes the w o rld  
revo lu tion, bu t i t  begins by l im it ­
ing  its  revo lu tiona ry  goal to the 
establishm ent o f a complete social­
is t  society w ith in  the confines of 
the, as yet, economically backward 
Soviet Union, and relegates the 
spread of the p ro le ta rian , revo lu­
tion  to other countries as a pious 
and hoped-for consummation "iter 
the fac t of a completely establish­
ed socialism. Leninism , on the 
other hand, as taugh t today by its  
expounders, the In te rn a tio n a l L e ft 
Opposition and based on decades 
o f struggles now concretized in  
Bolshevik theory, says: Base the 
strategy o f the revo lu tiona ry  move­
ment on the in terests of the w o rk­
ing class on a w o rld  scale as the

Leon Trotsky

on the

S aar Question
The stand o f the offic ia l pa rty  

as w e ll as the C. P -O . (B rand- 
le rites) in  the Saar Question ap­
pears to me as the cowardice of 
pseudo-radicalism, as by no 
means rare species o f cowardice. 
N a tu ra lly  we must come out 
fo r  a Soviet Saar, th a t is, make 
propaganda in  the sense of the 
conquest o f power. The date of 
th is  conquest has not, however, 
been fixed anywhere, w h ile  the 
date o f the Referendum has been 
qu ite precisely in  the Versailles 
trea ty . T ha t means th a t the 
p a rty  w h ich  figh ts fo r  a Soviet 
Saar owes the workers an ans­
wer to the question : how they 
should vote in  the year 1935.

To ra ly  to  H it le r ite  Germany 
in  practice, i. e., th rough the 
Referendum, means, theore tica lly  
speaking, to pu t na tional m ystic ­
ism above the class in te rest and 
psychologically— to conduct a 
rea lly  cu r.like  policy.

N a tu ra lly , on ly tra ito rs  can 
demand annexation a t present, 
fo r th a t means to sacrifice the 
most concrete and v ita l question 
o f the German workers in  the 
Saar te r r ito ry  to the abstract 
na tiona l fac to r.
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The most reactionary travesty 
o f ju s tice  of a l l tim e is com ing to 
an end. There can be no doubt 
concerning the verd ic t. The pro- 
s titu ten  scientists o f German ju s ­
tice sell themselves to the devil to 
find  objective proofs. The acquit­
ta l o f Torg le r means the condemna­
tio n  o f the rea l incendiaries, H it le r  
and Goering. L e t us have no i l lu ­
sions, these prostitu tes clad in  
togas w i l l  do th e ir  duty. The false 
legend of the Communist arson has 
become the ideolog ica l basis fo r  
the in s ta lla tio n  o f the Fascist re­
gime of te rro r. The conclusions 
have, as a m a tte r of fact, already 
been prepared. They requ ire  on ly 
the premises to ta lly  w ith  the con­
clusions. T ha t is why Torg le r, 
D im itro ff, Popoff and Taneff m ust 
be condemned fo r  se tting  fire  to 
the Reichstag.

In  London a counter cou rt of 
famous in te rna tiona l ju r is ts  expos­
ed the genuine scoundrels on the 
basis o f conclusive evidence. “ The 
B row n Book”  has compiled a l l the 
m a te ria l necessary to  prove the in ­
nocence o f T org le r and the g u ilt  
o f Goering.

B u t the mere establishm ent of 
the true  fac ts  w i l l  not suffice un­
less i t  serves as an im pulse to 
action. O nly pow erfu l and reso­
lu te  mass action can make the 
tru th  prevail. The pow erfu l pro­
test of the in te rna tiona l p ro le ta ria t 
was galvanized by the e lectrocution 
w ith  w h ich  Am erican reaction ex­
ecuted Sacco and Vanzetti. Today 
H it le r  rules in  Centra l Europe w ith  
the methods o f medieval ty ran ts . 
H is  judges pronounce and h is 
hangmen execute one sentence of 
te rro r a fte r another. S t il l the in ­
te rna tiona l p ro le ta r ia t remains 
silent, seems to  have fa lle n  in to  
le thargy.

Action , im m ediate and effective 
action is  necessary to  stop the 
crazed and enraged bandits o f H i t ­
ler. T o rg le r D im itro ff, Popoff and 
Taneff m ust be saved. B u t how?

In  a ll bourgeois democratic coun-

tries  and in  the Soviet Union the 
workers m ust demonstrate in  pow­
e rfu l masses, in  a so lid  un ited 
fro n t, besiege the German consul­
ates and embassies and demand the 
libe ra tion  o f the Le ipz ig  victim s.

The strugg le should take on even 
h igher forms.

F ront a l l sides there has been 
launched the slogan of a boycott 
of German goods. B u t the resu lts 
obtained up t i l l  now have been in ­
significant. A  mere re fusa l to  buy 
German goods w i l l  be no th ing bu t 
a p in  p r ick  on the body o f German 
Fascism. The boycott slogan is ­
sued by the Second In te rn a tio n a l 
and the Am sterdam  Federation of 
Trade Unions does not go beyond 
th is. Even in  the question of the 
boycott, they are concerned, in  the 
f irs t  place, no t to  arouse any con­
f l ic t  w ith  th e ir own national bour­
geoisie. T h is  k in d  of a boycott 
serves very w e ll the reactionary 
tendency tow ard au tarchy in  the 
various European bourgeoisies. The 
reactionary po licy o f “ Socialism  in  
one country”  o f the S ta lin is ts  has 
led the T h ird  In te rn a tio n a l wh ich 
has become the ins trum en t o f op­
po rtu n is t Soviet diplomacy, to p ro­
pagate the utopian “ economic non­
aggression pacts”  instead o f a re­
solute struggle against Fascism.

To serve as a means o f support 
to the German p ro le ta ria t, f r ig h t­
fu l ly  crushed by German Fascism, 
i t  is absolutely necessary to arouse 
the w i l l  to  struggle of the in te r­
na tiona l p ro le ta ria t. The transport 
workers, by th e ir  re fusa l to  service 
German boats, have already show­
ed how the s trugg le should be car­
ried on. Such actions should be 
organized and extended by a un ited 
fro n t. The ra ilroa d  workers and1 
the m aritim e  workers should be 
ra llie d  around i t .  T o  save the in ­
nocent v ic tim s  o f the Le ipz ig  tr ia l,  
the in te rna tiona l p ro le ta r ia t must 
become the prosecutor o f Fascism 
w h ich  is  a thousand times g u ilty !

(Continued on Page 4)

Tom M an n  

for the Defense 

o f Chen D u  S iu
On Sept. 7th, 1933, the organ 

o f our B r it is h  comrades, the 
Red F lag, addressed an open 
le tte r to Tom Mann, old trade 
union m ilita n t and veteran of 
many labo r struggles in  the 
B r it is h  Em pire, asking h im  his 
stand on the im prisonm ent of 
comrade Chen D u Siu, founder 
o f the Chinese Communist I ’a rty  
and secretary of the Chinese sec­
tion  o f the L e ft Opposition u n t il 
h is incarcera tion . The S ta lin ­
ists have cyn ica lly  ignored com­
rade Chen D u Siu, c rim in a lly  
abandoning h im  to the hangmen 
o f the K uo M in  Tang and cover, 
in g  th is  s ta lw a rt revo lu tionary 
w ijh  abuse and in fam y. The 
fo llo w in g  le tte r speaks fo r  the 
class loya lty  o f Tom Mann, his 
undivided devotion to the pro le­
ta r ia t  as a whole and not in  the 
interests of any fac tio n  in  it .— 
Ed.

“ D ear Comrade,
“ I  have read the le tte r ad­

dressed to  me w hich appears in  
the Red F lag. When in  China 
in  1927 I  attended the opening 
o f the Chinese Communist P a rty  
Congress a t Hankow, and I  con­
sidered comrade Chen D u Siu 
and h is colleagues a capable and 
courageous body of comrades. 
When the arrests and im prison­
ments fo llowed I  have on many 
occasions a t pub lic  gatherings 
em phatically protested against 
the im prisonm ent and demanded 
the release o f a l l  class w ar 
prisoners.

“ I f  my signature is  of any 
value by w ay of protest or de­
mand I  am ready to append 
same, and I  count i t  m y du ty 
to continue to develop opinion 
t i l l  i t  sha ll be equal to  demand­
in g  and securing the release of 
our comrade.

(signed TOM MANN”

Bar Shachtman from Canada
League Organizer, on Speaking Tour, Refused 

Admittance by Border Authorities

C arry ing  th e ir  d rive  against the 
revo lu tionary movement to the po in t 
o i surve illance a t ports of en try  fo r 
the purpose o f keeping out speak, 
ers scheduled fo r  meetings in  the 
country, the Canadian au thorities 
a t the border tow n of P h illipsburg , 
Province of Quebec, ordered the 
deporta tion of M ax Shachtman from  
Canada last Wednesday w ith  an in ­
ju nc tio n  against any attem pt he 
m igh t make to enter the country 
a t any other point.

Shachtman had been scheduled 
to speak a t meetings arranged in  
M ontrea l and Toronto by the local 
branches of the Communist League 
on the occasion o f the s ixteenth 
anniversary of the Russian revo lu­
tion. E very ind ica tion— p a rtic u la r, 
ly  the huge meeting recently held 
in  Toronto w ith  A rne Swabeck as 
the speaker— pointed to a large 
tu rn  out o f the local m ilita n ts  to  
lis ten to the views of the Opposi­
tion. As appeared la te r, the Can­
adian au thorities  were not unaware 
of these ind ications.

When the bus tak in g  Shachtman 
from  New Y o rk  to his f irs t  meeting 
in  M ontrea l ro lled up in  f ro n t  o f 
the Canadian customs bu ild ing  in  
P h illipsbu rg , i t  was mounted by 
the offic ia l who examined the pas­
sengers and th e ir  papers. Shacht­
man produced his passport. As 
soon as the exam iner was finished 
w ith  a ll the passengers, no t one of 
whom was in  any way detained, he 
requested Shachtman w ith o u t a 
word of explanation, to accompany 
him  to  his office in  the customs 
bu ild ing . There the cross-examina­
tio n  began. I t  was evident r ig h t 
from  the outset tha t the questions 
were p a rt o f a pure ly  pe rfuncto ry  
procedure, fo r  the decision to pro­
h ib it  Shachtman fro m  entering 
Canada and obviously been arrived 
a t long before the bus came to 
Canada.

W h ile  the questioning was being 
commenced, the officed was already 
w r it in g  ou t the deporta tion o rder!

Shachtm an’s aoat, ha t and bag 
were m eanwhile being removed 
from  the bus. A fte r  a few  vague, 
fo rm a l questions, the officer adopt, 
ed a tack w h ich  showed th a t he 
was exceptionally w e ll in form ed 
about everyth ing connected w ith  
the t r ip .  He f irs t  took a heavy 
fo lder from  a f ilin g  cabinet, turned 
to a page w hich he kept concealed 
from  Shachtman and asked his 
questions and heard the answers 
w ith  his eyes fixed upon w ha t was 
unm istakably a police report.

When Shachtman declared tha t 
he was going to lecture in  Canada, 
the offic ia l asked i f  he knew a M r. 
So-and-so, nam ing one o f the com­
rades in  charge o f the M ontreal 
m ee ting ! He showed the same in ­
tim ate  knowledge w ith  regard to 
the meeting scheduled in  Toronto. 
H is  whole bearing, and the replies 
he made to the pointed questions 
by Shachtman, le ft  no doubt w ha t­
soever about h is in tentions to  ex­
ecute the order he had received 
from  au tho rities  h igher up.

Shachtman’s request to know  the 
reasons fo r  h is sum m ary deporta­
tio n  was answered by passing to 
h im  a copy o f the “ O rder fo r  De­
po rta tion ” , w h ich  had already been 
given to the bus d r iv e r together 
w ith  the confiscated ticke t. I t  
read in  its  m ain p a r t :

“ T h is  is to c e rtify  th a t the 
rejected person above named, 
a person seeking to enter Can­
ada a t th is  P o rt ex Bus from  
New Y ork, N. Y. w h ich  arrived1 
a t th is  P o rt on November 1st, 
1933 at 9 :30 o’c lock A. M. has 
th is  day been examined by the 
Board of In q u iry  ,or officer in  
charge) a t th is  P o rt and has 
been rejected fo r  the fo llow ing  
reasons: Sec. 2 H  (4 ), Can. 
Im m ig. A c t and Regulations. 
And the said rejected person is 
hereby ordered to be deported 
to the place fro m  whence he

best and surest means fo r  the pre­
servation and bu ild ing  of socialism 
in  the Soviet Union. The theory 
o f socialism in  one country, there­
fore, is not merely an inc iden ta l 
polem ical c ry  of the L e ft Opposi­
tio n  against S ta lin ism . I t  m ust be 
regarded as the root o f a l l evils 
w rought in  the past decade by 
Stalin ism . I t  is the modern re­
visionism. This theory makes 
w ork ing  class v ic to ry  on e ither a 
na tiona l and in te rna tiona l scale 
ever impossible.
Since the First Comintern Congress

In  1919, the Communist In te r ­
national was form ed. I t  declared 
in  its  m anifesto to  the in te rna tion ­
a l p ro le ta r ia t:

We live  in  an epoch of wars and 
social revolutions. The p ro le ta rian  
path fs tow ard the speedy consum­
m ation o f the la tte r. Fourteen 
years have passed since then, ye t 
the estim ation o f Lenin and T ro t­
sky, of the f irs t Congress o f the 
Com intern remains va lid  today, de­
sp ite  the trag ic  defeats of the 
w orkers in  many countries. De­
spite a ll, the cris is  o f w o rld  capi­
ta lism  exists. The s itua tion  objec­
tive ly  is revo lu tionary. W hat is 
missing are the subjective factors, 
genuine Communist parties, such as 
were being b u ilt  in  those early 
years, and a revo lu tiona ry  Commun­
is t In te rn a tion a l. But these cao 
be built again.

Revolutions, said M arx, are the 
locomotives of h is to ry. Locomo­
tives sometimes are sidetracked, as 
S ta lin ism  has done, bu t they can 
be placed on the ra ils  again. T ha t 
is our task.

A t  th is  day, on the occasion of 
the anniversary o f the Russian 
Revolution, one need only record 
the manner in  w h ich  S ta lin ism  has 
been responsible, c r im in a lly  so, fo r  
the ro ilin g  backwards of the pro le­
ta ria n  revo lu tion in  the Soviet Un­
ion and throughout the world .

S talin ism , w ith  its  basica lly false 
social theory and consequently 
rad ica lly  false stra tegy and tactics, 
necessarily bowed before the blue 
flag of the K uo M in  Tang in  China. 
Ine v itab ly  i t  cap itu la ted before the 
sw astika  o f German fascism. D e li­
berately, in  the na rrow  in terests 
of Soviet diplom acy, i t  restra ined 
the ris ing  revo lu tionary wave in  
Spain. The S talin ized “ Commun­
is ts”  ran  to cover before the verbal 
charge of D o llfuss in  A ustria . S ta l­
in ism  surrendered to the trade  un­
ion fakers in  Great B rita in . E very­
where i t  gives up the banner of 
Communism and drags i t  in  the 
mud.

A nd in  each case in  the past de­
cade, beginning w ith  the fo rm a tion  
of the Bolshevik-Lenin is t Opposi­
tion  in  the Soviet Union under 
T ro tsky  and Rakovsky, the In te r­
national L e ft  Opposition exposed 
S ta lin ism  before the w ork ing  class 
and fought fo r  the revo lu tiona ry  
position.
Why Bolshevism W ill Be Victorious

I t  is  true th a t the L e ft Opposition 
formally has no t been victorious. 
S ta lin ism  had its  w ay —  organiza­
tiona lly . I t  has achieved many 
py rrh ie  v ictories. For ten years 
now, the In te rn a tion a l L e ft Opposi­
tion  w ith  sm all forecs, too few a l­
most to mention, has stood by its  
princip les, and lik e  Lenin in  ea rlie r 
days has carried  on against the 
stream . The In te rn a tion a l L e ft 
Opposition lias demonstrated to 
ever increasing numbers th a t it  has 
quality; its  revo lu tionary v iew po in t 
gave i t  tha t. Now the d ia lectics of 
the class strugg le are about to 
transform quality into quantity. 
T hat g row th  and the problems a ris ­
ing  therefrom , stand before us as 
the tasks of today and tom orrow. 
T im e has verified once again our 
theories. These are now to be de­
monstrated to an ever increasing 
degree in  the da ily  struggles of the 
w ork ing  class. We are s ta rtin g  
anew in  the bu ild in g  o f new Com­
m un ist parties and a new Commun­
is t In te rn a tio n a l; bu t we are build­
ing on an old and tested foundation 
and therein lies our strength.. . We 
are b u ild in g  on the firs t fo u r Con­
gresses o f the Com intern and upon 
th a t w h ich  we have learned since 
in  our struggles against S ta lin is t 
depradations and practices. We 
are passing from  the stage o f pro­
paganda to  the stage o f ag ita tion  
and organ ization in  a l l fields o f 
struggle o f the w o rk ing  class. They 
lie  and are wrong who say that 
Communism is dead. I t  is S ta lin ­
ism  th a t is passing. I t  is  Com­
munism th a t w i l l  rise once again.

On th is , the sixteenth anniversary 
o f the Russian Bolshevik revo lu­
tion , the Communist League o f 
Am erica and the  In te rn a tio n a l L e ft

(Continued on Page 4) (Continued on Page 4)
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THE WORKERS’ FRONT
N .Y . Optical Workers 
O ut on Strike

F ive hundred op tica l workers in  
New Y ork  C ity  went on s trike  Oct­
ober 23, 1933, under the guidance 
of the In te rn a tion a l Jew elry  W ork ­
ers’ Union w ith  w h ich  they are 
a ffilia ting . A  cut in  wages o f from  
24 to 27% having accompanied a 
shortening of hours provided by 
the NR  A  code together w ith  the 
dismissal o f ac tive  union men pre- 
c ijie tated the tie-up of eighteen o f 
the largest shops in  G reater New 
York.

O rgan iza tiona l ac tiv ities  in  both 
the m etal fram e and ce llu lo id  sec­
tions o f the trade were begun the 
m iddle o f August th is  year, ne ithe r 
section know ing o f the ac tiv ities  
o f the other a t the tim e. O ptica l 
workers being h igh ly  sk illed , th is  
is an exception to the general ru le  
in  the present wave o f organization 
o f the unorganized, as unskilled 
are p r im a rily  the ones affected. The 
tw o sections o f the trade have been 
un ited and the plans are to spread 
the strike.

T h e ir demands are fo r  the 1029 
wage level w h ich ranges fro m  $18 
per lyeek fo r  glass litte rs ’ helpers 
to  $70 per week fo r sample makers 
w ith  $40 to  $50 fo r the m a jo rity  
o f workers, fo r  recogn ition o f the 
union, and fo r  reinstatem ent o f the 
dismissed union men. T h e ir wage 
demand being above the specifica­
tions of the code and th e ir  present 
wages being below the code level 
the s tr ik e  is directed against both 
the N U A  and the bosses.

—GEO. J. SAUL.

Stalinist Unionism in 
Philadelphia

P hilade lph ia . — The T . U. U. L.
has ju s t completed two o f th e ir 
ligh t-hearted adventures in  trade 
unionism  here in  the northeast 
section o f Philadelph ia.

They were successful in  organiz­
in g  and tak in g  out on s trike  fo r 
6 weeks the F e tle r Rope Co., a 
shop w ith  several hundred w o rk­
ers, and the H e llw ig  S ilk  Dyeing 
Co., a shop w ith  over 400 w o rk­
ers. A fte r  “ successfully”  combat­
in g  the “ red scare”  and ho ld ing the 
workers together through s ix  g rue l­
lin g  weeks o f struggle and depriva­
tions ,botli shoi>s are back a t w ork 
now fo r several weeks, under set­
tlements reached through "inde­
pendent unions” . These are appar­
en tly  company unions, started by 
the bosses to break up the N ationa l 
T e x tile  W orkers Union, unions 
w h ich  the bosses intend to contro l 
through th e ir  henchmen, the fore- 
N. T. W. U. has vanished in to  
th in  a ir.

When the so-called IndeiK'iident 
Unions were s ta rtin g  to w in  over 
the workers on the basis tha t they 
could get them the same increases 
the N. T. W. was lig h tin g  fo r, the 
N . T. W. d id  nothing— worse s till,  
they to ld  the workers to sign over 
one by one in to  the other unions, 
and today the bosses’ men have 
f u l l  sway in  those tw o "indepen­
dent unions” .

The organ ization o f these two 
shops was loud ly  hailed by the T. 
U. U. L. as a v ind ica tion  o f th e ir  
absurd po licy o f “ new revo lu tion­
a ry  unions”  in  th is  th ird  period of 
post-war capita lism . "O f course, 
the w orkers are ready fo r revo lu ­
tion a ry  unions— they know we are 
Communists” , a t least so they said 
in  the “ inner c ircles”  o f the Party . 
B u t among the workers in  the d a ily  
struggle, they combatted the Com­
m un ist issue by going on the hunt 
w ith  these masses o f pre judiced 
workers fo r  Communists.

"You don’t  know  any Communists 
in  th is  un ion,”  they said. One 
p a rty  member was in s tru c te d  to 
deny he was a Communist. B y 
every tw is t and tu rn  they t r y  to 
f ly  in  the face of re a lity  and prove

th a t the workers are ready fo r  rev­
o lu tiona ry  unions. And the dead 
w eight of the workers’ undevelop­
ment in  the class strugg le  gives 
lie , tim e and again, to th e ir  absurd 
policies. They learn noth ing from  
defeats and continue, ligh t-hearted­
ly  and carefree, to d iscred it the 
Communist movement.

To sum up b rie fly  the blunders 
o f the N. T. W. U. on the H e lhv ig  
s tr ike  p a r t ic u la r ly : (1) C a lling  the 
s tr ike  adven lu ris tica lly , a fte r only 
a couple of weeks o f organization 
w ith  only about 150 to p r io r  to 
going on strike , leaving the women 
workers to negotiate fo r  them­
selves and then cu llin g  the s trike  
solely over the question of a 5c 
raise fo r the women workers. (3) 
Opportunism  in  hun ting  fo r Com­
munists as though they were c rim ­
inals. A lso fos te ring  illus ions 
about the N U A  g iv ing  the workers 
the “ r ig h t to organize” . (4 ) G iv ­
ing  the workers grandiose promises 
of assistance from  th e ir  paper o r­
ganization the W . I  R. p rio r to 
going on s trike . (5 ) Deserting the 
workers when the m a jo rity  were 
won away from  th e ir  leadership.

—TOM HALLIG AN.

Striking Cotton Pickers 
Murdered in Cold Blood

D elibera te cold-blooded m urder is 
the descrip tion given by attorney 
A. L . W ir in  o f the C iv il L iberties 
Union a fte r a four-days’ investiga­
tion of the shootings in  the San 
Joaquin Valley, C a lif., du rin g  the 
cotton pickers' s trike . Tw o Mex­
ican s trike rs  were shot and k ille d  
a t P ix ley  and one a t A rv in , a 
score have been in ju red , many ser­
iously.

Violence was ca re fu lly  planned 
before the s tr ik e  was called, ac­
cord ing to a ttorney W irin . Ranch­
ers, an tic ip a ting  troub le  organized 
\ig ila n te  groups, “ commitees of 
pro tection” , w h ich  had fo r th e ir 
ob ject the breaking o f the th rea t­
ened s trike . Cotton growers, so- 
called ranchers, were armed. I t  
was agreed, according to  the Un­
ion ’s report, th a t the workers who 
partic ipa ted in  the s tr ik e  were to 
be threatened and terrorized in to  
re tu rn in g  to w ork, th a t those who 
refused were to be driven whole, 
sale out o f the cotton area. A l l  
th is  in  a program  w h ich called fo r  
the s ta rv ing  of the s trike rs  and 
th e ir fam ilies, and fo r  the lynch­
ing of a ll "outs ide ag ita to rs ”

JUST R EC EIVED !
OCTOBER RUSSIAN B U LLETIN

The October issue of the B U L ­
L E T IN  OE T H E  RU SSIAN OP­
P O SITIO N  has ju s t arrived. I t  
contains a very im portan t a rtic le  
on T H E  CLASS N A TU R E  OF T H E  
S O V IE T  U N IO N. There are a r t i­
cles by comrade T ro tsky and le t­
ters from  the U. S. S. It.

Subscriptions are $2.50 a yea r; 
$1.25 fo r  G months, 25c single 
issues. There are only a few  cop­
ies of th is  issue and comrades 
w ish ing to obta in  copies should im ­
m ediate ly w r ite  fo r  same. Money 
must be sent w ith  order.

Comrades out of town are asked 
to get in  touch w ith  bookstores 
and newsstands selling papers in  
the Russian language and see 
whether they can get them to sell 
the B u lle tin . Please get in  touch 
w ith  comrade Spiegel. — R- S.

Swabeck Tour Itinerary
Successful and rousing meetings 

have greeted comrade A rne Swabeck 
on his na tiona l tou r. Reports from  
Spring iie ld, Staunton, 111., St. Louis. 
Kansas C ity  and M inneapolis w i l l  
appear in  subsequent issues o f the 
M ilita n t. The tou r is now draw ing  
to  a close w ith  the fo llow ing  re ­
m aining dates:

Tues., Nov. 7th ...C h ic a g o  111.
T liu rs.. Nov. 9 th . . Davenport, la .
F ri., Nov. 10th . .Davenport, la .

M ilitan t
Builders

As we approach the close of the 
week tw en ty-tw o  more w ent to swell 
d rive  subs are s t i l l  com ing in . Last 
our lis t. T ha t is less than the 
week before. B u t i t  is to  hoped 
th a t i t  is  on ly the b r ie f slackening 
of pace tha t runners take before 
the flna l sp rin t down the home 
stretch. We expect th a t in  next 
week’s issue we w i l l  be able to  
report a much la rger figure. As i t  
stands now the to ta l number of 
subs since the drive  opened is 102.

The race is getting in teresting. 
I t  is  by no means a one sided a f­
fa ir .  The standing shows tha t.

The S tand ing:
s. Jourard Toronto 8
s. H a rdy Philadelph ia 7

M. Abern Bronx 6
V. R. Dunne M inneapolis 5
G. Hedlund M inneapolis 4
L . Goodman P hiladelph ia 3
■W. Kon ikow Boston 3
J. C arte r B rook lyn 3
J. F ru itm an Toronto 3
C. Shechet Boston 3
L. Furm an San F rancisco

L. Furm an San Francisco 2
M. Schlenoff B ronx 2
J. C h ip low itz Boston 2
F. Eckelberger New Castle 2
M. K en t B rook lyn 2
H. Capeiis M anha ttan 2
N. 3a t i r Chicago 2
In add ition  to the comrades lis t-

i  above who have sent in two
libs there are nine lis ted in pre-
ious reports. A nd there are

th irteen comrades who have sent 
in  one sub. And there are tw enty- 
two sent in  by the Youngstown 
comrades.

D ouble the  Record
In  the tim e rem a in ing we 

w ant to double the record made so 
fa r  in  the drive. A  hundred subs 
are not much fo r  our ennnbership 
and sympathizers. As a m atte r o f 
fa c t i t  is a modest goal. I f  we go 
to i t  w ith  a w i l l  i t  should he easy. 
Let us prove it .

There is s t i l l  oppo rtun ity  to over­
take the leaders and w in  one of 
the p rizes : fo r  f irs t place—Three 
volumes o f the H is to ry  o f the Rus­
sian R evolution by comrade T ro t­
sky ; second place— two volum es; 
th ird  place— one volume.

C H I C A G O  
Celebration of the 16th Anniversary 

of the Russian Revolution 
Tuesday, November 7th, 8 P. M.

a t
International Labor Center 

2557 W. North Avenue 
TEN DAYS TH A T SHOOK 

TH E WORLD
w ill  be shown 

Speakers:
Arne Swabeck and Albert Goldman

“ A  Century o f  Progress”

The m ental poison of the 
propaganda th a t the last 100 
years has been a cen tury of 
steady, v is ib le  im provement in  
the lo t o f hum an ity  is  paralel- 
led on ly by the rea l poison th a t 
has k ille d  workers in  industry  
100 years ago and today. Un­
der the headline “ 22nd W orker 
Dies o f Radium  Poison” , the 
New York Times o f Oct. 28 
carries the fo llow ing  news I te m : 
“East Orange, N. J., Miss Grace 

F ryer, 35 years old, the tw en ty- 
second v ic tim  o f rad ium  poisoning 
in  the  old Orange p la n t o f the 
U n ited States Radium  Corporation, 
died ths i m orn ing in  Homeopathic 
H osp ita l h e re .. . .

"M iss F ryer, along w ith  the other 
v ictim s o f the poisoning, was em­
ployed in  the watch d ia l pa in ting  
department, where many o f the 
workers contracted the poisoning 
by po in ting  lum inous pa in t brushes 
w ith  th e ir tongues.

“ M iss F rye r contracted the po i­
son about fourteen years ago. 
However, u n t il five years ago she 
was able to continue w ork ing , bu t 
she had to wear a brace on her 
back because the poison affected 
her b o n e s .. . . ”

F o r those workers who believe, 
in  spite of th is , th a t we have rea lly  
witnessed a century o f progress we 
tu rn  the scene back 100 years, 
change the place from  New Jersey 
to England, the women to  ch ildren 
and the watch fac to ry  to a match 
factory.

“ The m anufacture o f lu c ife r 
matches dates fro m  1833, from  the 
discovery o f the method of apply­
ing phosphorus to the m atch itse lf. 
Since 1845 th is  m anufacture has 
rap id ly  developed in  England, and 
has extended especially amongst 
the th ic k ly  populated parts o f Lon­
don as w e ll as in  Manchester, 
L iverpool, B ris to l, Norw ich, New­
castle and Glasgow. W ith  i t  has 
spread the fo rm  of lockjaw , w h ich  
a Vienna physician in  1845 dis­
covered to be a disease peculiar 
to lu c ife r matchmakers. H a lf  the 
workers are ch ild ren  under eigh­
teen. The m anufacture is, on ac­
count o f its  unhealthiness and un­
pleasantness, in  such bad odour 
th a t on ly  the most miserable p a rt 
o f the labouring  class, ha lf-starved 
w idows and so fo rth , de liver up 
th e ir  children to it ,  ‘the ragged, 
half-starved, un taught ch ild ren ’ .

“ O f the witnesses th a t Commis­
sioner W h ite  examined (1863), 270 
were under 18, 50 under 10 on ly 8, 
and 5 on ly 6 years old. A  range of 
the w o rk ing  day from  12 to 14 or 
15 hours, n igh t-labour, irre g u la r 
meal times, meals fo r  the most 
p a rt taken in  the very workrooms 
th a t are pestilent w ith  phosph­
orus. Dante would have found the 
w orst ho rro rs  o f h is In fe rno  sur­
passes in  th is  m anufacture” .

Taken from  “ C ap ita l”  by K a r l 
M a rx ; Vol. I, pages 721 and 272. I

An O pen Letter to Browder: O n  Hooliganism
HOOLIGANISM IN  CHICAGO

To the Central Committee 
Communist P arty  of the U.S.A. 
E a rl B rowder, Secretary 
Dear S ir :

Las t Sunday afternoon, October 
22, I  attended a meeting of the 
L e ft Opposition in  th e ir own head­
quarters, called under th e ir own 
auspices, a t w h ich  comrade A rne 
Swabeck was scheduled to  speak 
on Germany. Before the meeting 
could s ta rt, a horde o f some 250 
“ Communists” — members of Section 
5, L is tr ic t  8— invaded the h a ll un­
der the leadership of th e ir  Section 
Organizer, Jack Spiegel, and o f a 
member of the D is tr ic t Committee, 
D avid Poindexter. On th e ir  own 
admission, they had come fresh 
fro m  m obilization caucuses fo r  the 
express purpose of breaking up the 
meeting. They precip ita ted a r io t 
in  w h ich  lite ra tu re  and fu rn itu re  
were destroyed, workers were beat­
en up and tram pled upon, and such 
a commotion developed th a t the 
police came in to  the h a ll from  the 
street.

I  have been in  the revo ltu ionary

movement a l l m y li fe  and have par­
tic ipated in  many demonstrations, I 
some o f them bloody and b ru ta l, ' 
bu t I  have never fe lt  th a t I  was 
fac ing so vicious and irresponsib le 
and anti-socia l a mob as the one 
w hich came last Sunday under the 
banner o f the Communist party .

I  wonder i f  you as a leader of 
the Communist P arty  realize a ll 
tha t such a th in g  means? A  p a rty  
which conducts its e lf in  the man­
ner o f the most degraded section o f 
the very lum pen-pro le ta ria t—plus 
from  the decayed and degenerate 
body o f a ro tt in g  social system—  
can ne ither w in  healthy elements 
to its  ranks nor lead the revo lu tion 
when the moment a rr iv e s ; on the 
con tra ry, i t  m ust become a feeder 
o f Fascist forces. A  pa rty  which 
cannot raise the in te lle c tua l and 
m ora l level of the p ro le ta ria t bu t 
on the con tra ry  tra in s  fine elements 
down to  the depth o f gangsters has 
no r ig h t to use the name Com­
munist.

Is  i t  too much fo r  you and your 
pa rty  to learn th a t a meeting of 
workers, come together to hear 
anyone at a ll, m ust not under any 
circumstances be physica lly a ttack ­

ed and broken up? O r is the ans­
w er th a t you can on ly hope to im ­
press the Am erican p ro le ta ria t th is  
way since you have so signa lly 
fa iled  to impress them Ideological­
ly?

Several months ago, I  severed my 
connection w ith  the Communist 
p a rty  (a fte r  twelve years o f mem­
bership) over occurances in  Ger­
many. A t  th a t tim e I  stated tha t 
the excuse offered by the C. I .  tha t 
the German pa rty  was not rooted 
in  the factories needed fu rth e r ex­
p lanation because a pa rty  can only 
be a rea lly  fun c tion ing  Communist 
p a rty  when its  composition is m ain­
ly  of the w o rk ing  p ro le ta ria t. 
Maybe last Sunday’s event throw s 
some lig h t on the question. I f  the 
leadership of the German pa rty  
tra ined  its  members not to w in  
o ther workers by Ideological convic­
tion  bu t by destroying the meetings 
they organized and hoped to con­
duct, then a revo lu tion is t knows 
w hy the Communist p a rty  o f Ger­
many was not “ rooted in the mass­
es.”

Sincerely,
L Y D IA  B E ID E L .

Militant Resentment 
Against Fakers in the 

Pocketbook Union

In  October 14 issue o f the M ili­
tant the w r ite r  gave an analysis 
about the present s itua tion  in  the 
Pocketbook Makers Union. Now I  
w i l l  describe w ha t took place fo r 
the last tw o  weeks in  our union. 
As 1 have stated in the M ilitant, 
o u r “ F ra te rna l C lub”  adm in is tra ­
tion  d id  not ca ll a membership 
meeting fo r  about fo u r months. On 
October 19 they called a meeting 
a t Stuyvesant H igh  School, about 
tw o thousand workers were pre 
sent to th is  meeting. The purpose 
o f th is  meeting was to force a $10 
ta x  on the w orkers to the ten per. 
cent tax  dues they already took 
fo r  months from  the members w ith ­
out th e ir  approval.

When our manager Stein, gave 
his report and tr ied  his best to 
show w lm t wonders he and his 
gang are doing fo r the workers In 
one town a fte r another. The w ork­
ers d id  pay any a tten tion  to his 
report. He finished his report w ith  
an appeal fo r  a $10 tax  in  order 
to enlarge the s ta ff o f organizers 
ou t of town. The membership ac­
cepted h is appeal very coldy. The 
adm in is tra tion  fe lt  they w i l l  have 
a hard job to pu t over the tax, so 
they became desperate. Then an­
other s ta r came fo rw a rd  and gave 
a report, th is was Louis Waidman, 
o f the S. P. and law yer o f the 
union. H is report dealt w ith  the 
Code. l ie  showed how the Indus­
t r ia l  Council, w ith  whom the un­
ion has an agreement refused to 
draw  up a jo in t  code w ith  the 
union to present a t W ashington. 
A fte r  he, and the union officials 
maneuvered fo r months w ith  the 
bosses. The employers support 
the open shop code fo r  $12-$13 a 
week, and refused to raise wages, 
or reduce hours. In  spite o f the 
fac t we are w ork ing  40 hours a 
week, and over 2,000 workers are 
id le  in  New York. He concluded 
th a t the code w i l l  have to  be 
fough t out in  Washington, instead 
o f m ob iliz ing  the workers fo r a figh t 
w ith  the employers.

As soon as W aidm an finished his 
speech, one o f the organizers H a rry  
Exstein , who was one to keep order 
in  the h a ll started a fig h t w ith  a 
worker. The w orker la te r he 
was beaten up because he re­
fused a t a shop m eeting o f M orris  
W hite  shop to vote fo r  the ten 
do lla r tax. Th is shows the k ind  
of organizers we have and fo r 
whom the “ F ra te rna l C lub”  gang 
wants a $10 tax. When the figh t 
started a r io t  ca ll was given by 
the superintendent o f the ha ll. 
W ith in  a five minutes, about 25 
police came in to  the meeting place. 
I f  the police had not come in  
people would have been in ju red  
and tram pled to death. Then the 
workers refused to meet w ith  the 
sluggers and demanded those who 
started the fig h t should leave the 
ha ll. Under such circumstances i t  
was impossible to continue the 
m eting. A ll realized tha t inc lud ing 
Waidman. The “ F ra te rna l C lub”  
chairm an adjourned the meeting. 
W aidman had a chance to see how 
organizers in  a soc ia lis t union be­
have, jind  w hat democracy means 
in  a socia list union.

The next day the “ Yellow  F o r­
w a rd ” , w h ich defends a ll labo r rac­
keteers came out w ith  a three col­
umn headline “ Communists Break 
Up Pocketbook W orkers M eeting.”  
The “ F ra te rna l C lub”  gang knew 
the workers would not vote fo r  the 
tax  so they provoked a figh t in 
order to break up the meeting. 
The underw orld  w i l l  be better o r­
ganized fo r  the next meeting. I f  
ou r manager Stein, could break up 
a section meeting, why can not 
one o f his organizers make a bet­
te r job  and break up a membership 
meeting?

I t  is sign ificant fo r  the Pocket- 
book W orkers to know th a t 3 weeks 
ago the socalled fake progressives 
called a symposium and D avid  
Myer, in  his speech said the “ F ra t­
ernal C lub”  adm in is tra tion  are 
crooks, and tra ito rs , and m ust be 
ousted from  the union. D avid 
Meyer, and the other fakers de­
clared themselves in  love to the 
“ Rank and F ile ” , and ta lked about 
un ited fro n t w ith  the “ Rank and 
F ile ”  to oust the adm in is tra tion . 
Two weeks la te r the same fake p ro­
gresses who divided the union 
w ith  the “ F ra te rna l S lub”  a few 
months ago again voted a t the Jo in t 
Council meeting fo r  a $10 ta x  not

as delegates o f the council, bu t as 
pa id officials w h ich they could not 
vote. Moreover, Brok, one of the ir 
fakers signed a statem ent in  the 
Day, th a t the Communists broke up 
the meeting. Le t th is  be a w a rn ­
ing  to the ra n k  and file  th a t these 
fakers m ust be severely attacked 
t i l l  they w i l l  be forced to break 
w ith  the adm in is tra tion .

On October 20, another meeting 
o f the Pocket Book M akers Union 
took place a t Stuyvesant H igh  
School. The manager o f the union, 
Stein, reported th a t the adm in is­
tra tio n  was not able to proceed w ith  
its  w o rk  unless i t  got another $10 
tax  added to the ten per cent tax  
i t  a lready collected from  the w o rk ­
ers.

A  heated discussion on the $10 
tax  fo llowed. Rank and file  speak­
ers, one a fte r another, attacked the 
adm in is tra tion . They showed th a t 
the adm in is tra tion  is not doing any­
th in g  to im prove the conditions of 
the workers in  New Y ork  and out 
o f town. They also pointed out 
th a t the adm in is tra tion  d id  not 
make any attem pt to relieve the 
unemployment s itua tion  in  ou r in ­
dustry. The L e ft w ing  urged the 
workers to vote down the ten dol­
la r  tax.

A fte r a two hour ba ttle  on the 
floor a vote was taken. The te ll­
er's count was as fo llow s  : fo r  the 
tax, 512 votes; against the tax, 428 
votes. The fake progressives, as 
usual voted w ith  the adm in is tra ­
tion.

The rank and file  m ust concen­
tra te  a ll its  energies on ousting 
the “ F ra te rna l C lub”  adm in is tra ­
tion. — N. D. F.

“ Five Cents a  B a r . .
The next tim e you stop to buy 

a bar o f Hershey’s chocolate stop 
to th in k  a m inute about the Cuban 
workers s laving on Hershey’s p lan­
tations, ra ilroads and m ills . Here 
is some in fo rm a tio n  you wont find 
on the wrapper.

“ The Ile rs lie y  sugar refinery is 
the largest on the island (o f Cuba) 
and is one o f the most moderu and 
best equipped in  the world .

" I ts  m elting  capacity is one m il­
lion  pounds o f sugar per day. I ts  
ou tpu t is a very superior grade of 
granulated sugar, pu t up  in  bags 
of five, one hundred and three hun­
dred and tw enty-five pounds which 
are sold fo r  export as w e ll as fo r  
local consumption.”  (The dock 
workers in  Cuba w ent on s tr ik e  
last summer against the unbearable 
weights of these hags.)

“ The development of the Hershey 
holdings in  Cuba and the rap id  in ­
crease in  them are remarkable. 
Beginning in  1916 w ith  the p u r­
chase o f te ii thousand acres and 
the leasing o f another ten thousand 
acres— The to ta l acreage owned 
and contro lled (today) is— one hun­
dred and th irteen  thousand acres.

“ In  add ition  to the sugar pro­
perties, the Hershey interests in  
Cuba include the Hershey Cuban 
R a ilw ay  and the Hershey T erm in ­
a l Railroad.

“ The Hershey Cuban R a ilw ay is 
a modern public service line  be­
tween the c ities  o f Havana and 
Matauzas. I t  is e lectrified through 
out, power being supplied from  a 
large and modern e lectric  p lan t a t 
Centra l Hershey (C entra l means 
p lanta tion . Inc iden ta lly  th is  power 
p lan t supplies a ll o f the curren t 
io r  the c ity  of Matauzas and the 
numerous sm all towns in  the v ic in ­
ity  o f Centra l Hershey.”  (The 
Cuban Review, February 1927).

Compared to some of the Am er­
ican ou tfits  “ interested”  in  Cuba, 
like  the Chase N ationa l Bank, the 
Hershey company is a piker. The 
same cap ita lis ts  grind  the Cuban 
and Am erican workers down to a 
coolie level of existence. Together 
they can pu t an end to it .

Rousing Meeting Aids 
Drive to Organize 
Restaurant Workers

B R O N X  O P E N  F O R U M
F R ID A Y , November 3 rd : TH E NEW  

YORK ELECTIONS —  How 
Should the W orkers Vote? 
Speaker: TOM STAMM  

8 P. M. Sharp a t 
535 East 146th St. 

F R ID A Y , November 10th: LYNCH- 
ING S: The Problem o f the 
Negro W orker.

Speaker: GEORGE SAUL 
8 P. M. sharp a t the head­

quarters a t : 535 East 146th St.

SUBSCRIBE TO THE  
M I L I T A N T !  

New Rates: 2c per Copy 
$1.00 a Year 

$.50 for Six Months

New York.— The H ote l and Rest­
auran t W orkers Union, B ranch of 
the Amalgamated Food W orkers of 
Am erica, has in tensified its  o rgan i­
zation d rive  du ring  the las t two 
weeks.

As we reported in  the M ilitant 
fo r October 21, the bosses are 
eager to defeat th is  d rive  by re­
so rtin g  to the well-know n scabbing 
m achinery— th a t is, the fo rm ation  
o f a company union. Besides the 
Geneva Club, they have attempted, 
qu ite  unsuccessfully, to  lin e  up 
through th e ir  agents, the chefs, 
the Vate l Club. A t  a m eeting of 
th is  club held on October 19, the 
executive committee attem pted to 
mat ion of a Federation, 
pass a m otion concerning the for-

This l ’edera tion scheme is an a t­
tem pt o f the H o te l Men’s Ass’n. to 
amalgamate the various language 
fra te rn it ie s  o f cooks and waiters 
in to  one body, in  order to  establish 
a company union. E ighty-n ine per­
cent o f the V ate l Club members 
voted down th is  m otion and every 
other m otion of the executive com­
m ittee because i t  was p la in  to a ll 
men: hers th a t these motions were 
aimed tow ard the fo rm ation  o f a 
company union.

O ur union im m ediate ly issued a 
leafle t to the In te rn a tio n a l Cooks' 
Association (Germ an Cooks) in ­
fo rm ing its  members w ha t took 
place in  the V ata l C lub and w arn­
ed them th a t a s im ila r a ttem pt w i l l  
be made by th e ir Executive Com­
m ittee. A  m in o r ity  Committee of 
the Geneva is busy exp la in ing to 
the members the scabbing ro le  o f 
th e ir leaders.

In  view  o f these developments 
t lie  Executive Board, the Organiza­
tion  Committee and the Officers o f 
the  Union are w o rk ing  in  fu l l  speed 
in  educating the members o f the 
Union and ac tiv iz ing  them in  order 
to b ring  to its  ranks every w orker 
employed in  the Hotels. A lready 
a good beginning towards a real 
in d u s tr ia l union has been made. 
Many housemen, chambermaids, 
laundry-women, etc., have entered 
the organization.

F o r the benefit o f those H o te l 
and Restaurant W orkers who were 
unable to attend the three a fte r­
noon mass meetings the Union held 
an Evening Meeting las t F riday, 
October 20th a t B ryan t H a ll. The 
h a ll was packed. Organizers Con­
stas and Lyons spoke about the 
ac tiv ities  o f the  Union and Dele­
gates from  the W aldo rf and L in ­
coln Hote ls spoke about the k itchen 
and d in ing  room infernos. Comrades 
Cannon and G itlow  spoke fo r  the 
necessity o f unionism . T h e ir 
speeches were frequently  in te rru p t­
ed by storm y applause.

The Union is p lanning to acquire 
a large new headquarters where 
mass meetings and shop meetings 
w i l l  be held. — A. C.

N /W W S /V W W W W W V N ,

League
Activities
CANNON SPEAKS AT NEW ARK

N ew ark.— On Thursday, Oct. 26, 
comrade Cannon spoke in  New ark 
o il the need fo r a new i>arty and 
In te rna tiona l.

E a rly  in  the day one o f our com­
rades reported th a t pa rty  members 
were ordered to boycott our meet­
ing. Comrade Cannon’s ta lk  was 
unusually w e ll received and the 
numerous questions kept the a le rt 
audvnee in ta c t u n til 11 :45.

—G. K.

Due to lack o f space we have 
been forced to w ith ho ld  several 
im portan t a rtic les. One by A lb e rt 
G lotzer on the ’Two In te rna tiona ls ” , 
a com m unication fro m  comrade 
H a rry  S trang on the “ B oyco tt o f 
H it le r  Germany, as Well as a story 
by comrade Kogan of L . A. on So­
v ie t diplomacy.

C H I C A G O  F O R U M
L E C T U R E :

COMTEMPORARY REVOLUTION­
ARY IDEAS IN  TH E  O R IEN T  

AND OCCIDENT
by

Comrade B. W. Lichtman
on

Sunday Evening, Nov. 26 1933
a t

International Labor Center 
2557 West Uorth Avenue 

Admission 10 Cents Unemployed
Free

Q UESTIONS & D ISCUSSION

197I f  the number on 
your wrapper b  
your subscription haa expired. 
I f  you want to get the M ili­
tant promptly every week 
renew your aubecriptfon at 
onoe; $1 per year for fifty  
two weekly issues; $.50 a half 
year for twenty-six weekly 
laanea.

T H E  M IL IT A N T  
18« East l< th  St. N . Y . C.

STATEM ENT ON TH E U N ITED  
FRONT ANTI-FASCIST  

DEMONSTRATION
A t a tim e when Fascism is com­

mencing its  brazen re c ru itin g  cam­
paign in  America, when the degen­
erate elements o f a ca p ita lis t sys­
tem to rn  by fo u r years o f cris is  
ta lk  o f in s titu tin g  here the same 
bloody regime th a t has conquered 
in  I ta ly  and in  Germany, i t  is ex­
trem ely urgent th a t every w ork ing 
class organ ization learn the im p o rt­
ance o f pa rtic ip a ting  in  force in  
ever single an ti-Fasc is t action or 
dem onstration. Such dem onstra­
tions fo rm  the p re lim ina ry  ground­
w o rk  fo r  the establishm ent o f a 
broad an dpow erfu l w o rk ing  class 
un ited fro n t against Fascism. Pre­
cisely because of the im portance of 
th is  movement tow ard un ited action 
of the workers, th roug li th e ir  organ­
izations, against a th rea t th a t may 
gather impetus a t tremendous 
speed, i t  is necessary to condemn 
those organizations th a t give per­
fun c to ry  lip-service to the cause 
but ac tua lly  sabotage it.

T lie  c a ll o f the Ita lia n  U n ita ria n  
A n ti-F asc is t Committee fo r  the de­
m onstra tion before the Ita lia n  Con­
sulate on Saturday, October 28th 
was answered by the Communist 
P arty , the I .  W . W., the CPLA, the 
I .  W . O., the Socia list p a rty  and 
the Communist League o f Am erica 
(L e ft O pposition). A ll agreed to 
pa rtic ipa te . Nevertheless aside 
from  a large banner of the I. W. O. 
and one o r tw o  delegates from  
each of the organizations, none o f 
them took any p a rt in  the “ mass”  
meeting and parade, outside of the 
C. L . A . (O .). Meager as are our 
presentf orces, we nevertheless 
formed the b u lk  o f the demonstra­
tion.

The sabotage o f the offic ia l Com­
m unist pa rty  m ust be vigorously 
denounced. I t  is in  line  w ith  the 
S ta lin is t tac tic  of igno ring  any 
w ork ing  class action not under its  
d irec t and im m ediate contro l. The 
sabotage o f th is  dem onstration is 
also in  line  w ith  the offic ia l p a rty ’s 
quiescence m otivated by the desire 
not to embarass the recognition 
negotiations between the U. S. and 
the Soviet Union.

The Socia list pa rty  fo llow s its  
usual conduct o f avo id ing any m il i­
ta n t in te rven tion  in  th is  o r any 
other phase o f the class struggle. 
I t  is  too busy a t th is  moment seek­
ing m un ic ipa l offices in  the elec­
tions. No doubt i f  a few  socia lis t 
aldermen are elected, they w i l l  see 
to i t  th a t Fascism is in te rd ic ted  in  
A m erica . . . .

We cannot over-emphasize the 
g ra v ity  o f the s itua tion  un fo ld ing  
in  the C. S. I t  has every po tenti­
a l ity  o f danger fo r  the w ork ing  
class in  the rise o f Fascism. There 
w i l l  be fu r th e r occasions in  the 
profound and increasing struggles 
anead fo r  the establishing o f a rea l 
un ited fro n t against Fascism. We 
appeal to the workers in  a ll w o rk ­
ing class organizations to give th e ir  
whole-hearted support to th is  
movement. A t  no d is tan t period i t  
may Decome a m atte r o f life  and 
death.

—New York C ity Committee 
Communist League of America 

(Left Opposition).

YOUNG SPARTACUS SUB D R IV E
The subscrip tion campaign fo r  

the YOUNG SPARTACUS is  on ! 
O ur goal is  the doub ling o f our 
subscrip tion lis t, the s tab iliza tion  
o f the paper and a sem i-m onthly 
YOUNG SPARTACUS in  the near 
fu tu re . The closing date o f the 
d rive  is December 1st.

The YOUNG SPARTACUS hai 
proven to be our best, organizer 
We m ust save the paper so tha 
we can go ahead w ith  ou r w ork 
Up to now we have been compellet 
to function  w ith  very l i t t le  funds 
The paper was unable to appeal 
reg u la rly  and th is  was a great 
shortcom ing in  our work. Unless 
we cun raise the necessary funds 
fo r the paper, i t  w i l l  rem ain in  
danger. L e t us seriously takes up 
the task and makb the d rive  a 
success so th a t our YOUNG SPAR­
TACUS may continue its  existence 
as the propagandist and organizer 
o f a you th  Communist movement 
in  th is  country.

YOUNG SPARTACUS lays down 
the challenge to the Spartacus 
Youth Clubs. I t  is up to y o u ! You 
can decide w hether we are going 
to expand our paper o r not. Get 
a fte r  expired subs! Get new subs! 
E very member o f the Spartacus 
Youth Club a subscriber! E very 
member to get a t least one sub ! 
To the club ge tting  the highest 
average in  th is  campaign w i l l  be 
given a bronze re lie f o f Lenin.

The drive  is  under way. So fa r  
the score stands as fo llow s :

New Y ork  $1.00
Chicago 3.00
St. Louis .75

T h is  is on ly  the beginning. L e t’s 
go! Send subs to :

VOUNG SPARTACUS 
126 East ltitti Street 

New York City
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Letters from G ermany
The Growing Dissatisfaction of the M iddle Classes

O nly the fanatics o f the Nazi 
movement are satisfied w ith  the 
government. There are a few  
others, bu t they are the ones who 
lounge in  the cha irs o f ejected 
trade union bureaucrats, those who 
make the streets unsafe every day 
in  th e ir  capacity as Fascist fac to ry  
cell d irectors, as bonzes (sw ive l 
cha ir bureaucrats) o f the Consum­
ers’ Cooperatives, w a lk in g  about, in  
n a tty  un iform s. They have much 
to do. They m ust speak a t fac­
to ry  meetings, threaten the unor­
ganized w ith  f ir in g  i f  they don’t  
jo in  the B row n trade unions, see 
to  i t  th a t membership dues are 
pa id regu la rly , because the T h ird  
Ite ich  needs a lo t o f money.

T h a t can also be seen on the 
Sunday collection tours. There is 
the Beggary fo r  the Adolph H it le r  
Fund, fo r  the W ork Creation Fund, 
the P a rty  Convention Fund and 
many others. A t  the same tim e a 
press campaign is in  fu l l  sw ing 
against the mendicants. The o rd i­
na ry  c itizen pays fo r  the f irs t fund  
ra th e r generously, bu t when the 
second and the th ird  comes along, 
he begins to grumble. O f course 
— not aloud. T ha t is too danger­
ous and means prison in  the T h ird  
Reich. N o t to give— is also very 
dangerous. H e is a foe o f the 
government who does no t drop a 
coin in to  its  aim-bag. One has to 
give. The press reports th a t th is  
or th a t fac to ry  has made a volun­
tary con tribu tion . B u t woe to the 
w orker who fa ils  to contribute. 
On the next m orn ing he w i l l  be 
pounding the pavements. There 
are p len ty o f S torm  Troopers and 
th e ir  friends to take his place.

Often some person from  N o rth  
Germany comes down our way in  
search o f work. In  most cases, 
such a person has seen in  some 
paper, w h ich he draw s ou t from  
h is  pocket, th a t the region here is 
cleared o f unemployment. He is 
soon enlightened. The sw indle of 
the “ Successful B a ttle  to  Provide 
W ork”  is easily exposed before 
every w orker. In  the factories 
there is a great deal o f underground 
grum bling , especially on pay day, 
when the fa t  Nazi “ coordinators”  
make a ll k inds o f deductions from  
the pay envelope.

The m iddle layers o f the popu­
la tion  are also beginning to sober 
up The great and alm ost u n lim it­
ed fa ith  in  H it le r  among these 
people received its  f irs t blows 
through the behavior o f the gov­
ernm ent w ith  regard to the depart­
m ent stores and the consumers’ co­
operatives. The feigned struggle 
o f H it le r  against both o f these 
in s titu tio n s  had brought h im  the 
sympathies o f a ll the sm all store­
keepers. B u t a fte r a ll th e ir  inde­
pendent figh ting  organizations have 
been dissolved and reorganized in to  
professional troops, many o f these 
good l i t t le  men, store-keepers and 
artisans, have seen the lig h t. Then 
o f course, there is the fa ilu re  of 
the boas tfu lly  promised economic 
up turn . The d a ily  business tu rn ­
over does not increase when the 
w orkers’ wages rem ain stable, and 
especially when the wages are re­
duced by a ll k inds o f “ fun d ”  rac­
kets. In  the meantime prices keep 
m ounting. C erta in  local catastro­
phes also con tribu te  th e ir  p a rt to  
the sentim ent. There is the case 
o f the b ig  S tu ttg a rt Gymnastic 
F ie ld  Day, o r th a t o f the huge de­
m onstra tion  a t the border, near 
Konstanz. The saloon-keepers and 
Dutchers ordered a l l k inds o f ex tra  
stock, bu t the Reichswehr moved 
on w ith  fie ld kitchens and served 
pa rtic ip an ts  and tou ris ts  w ith  10 
pfennig means and thus nearly 
bankrupted the fo rm er. N a tu ra lly  
the sentim ent o f the m iddle, classes 
is  becoming more unsym pathetic 
every day.

The tax  s itua tion  has also re­
mained the same. A l l  sorts o f new 
taxes and imposts have been fixed 
on the peasants and the m iddle 
classes. Municipal taxes have 
been imposed with which to pay for 
the newly ordered steel helmets 
which the Storm Troopers are wear­
ing. Soon, no doubt, new taxes 
w ill be thought up with which to 
buy them guns and cannon from 
the hard-earned pennies of workers 
and small bourgeois.

. . . We have succeeded, in  a 
whole series o f loca lities, in  fo rm ­
in g  groups o f fo rm er social dem­
ocrats and Communists. O ur ma­
te r ia l meets w ith  spontaneous ap­
plause and approval. The w i l l  to 
learn fro m  the m istakes o f the 
tw o  old parties who brought about 
the present heavy defeat, and, in  
sp ite  o f a ll the great d ifficu lties, to 
proceed w ith  the bu ild ing  o f new, 
genuine Communist p a rty— exists 
among a ll the comrades. The com­
rades are also agreed among them ­
selves th a t the same road w i l l  have 
to be taken in te rna tiona lly . The 
P aris Conference is regarded by 
a l l  as a hopeful beginning fo r  a 
new era o f the revo lu tiona ry  labor 
movement.

Since we on ly  a ttra c t re liab le  
people and go about our w o rk  as 
cau tiously  as possible we have no t 
had up to now any losses whatever. 
W e know th a t the process o f the 
d is in tegra tion  o f the mass basis o f 
Fascism can las t fo r  a long tim e. 
Even the most die-hard S ta lin is t no 
longer believes in  revo lu tion  fo r  
October. B u t the fac t remains 
th a t the process o f Fascist d is in ­
teg ra tion  is m aking progress in  a ll 
the cities. B u t the immense press­
ure o f the te rro r is tic  regime w i l l  
yet prolong the existence o f the 
H it le r  government. W e therefore 
have p len ty o f tim e to  bu ild  up and 
to  entrench ou r young organiza­
tion . P a ra lle l w ith  the decline in  
the mass influence o f Fascism, the 
influence and the strength o f our 
organ ization m ust grow. I f  th is  
process continues at the present

rate, then Fascism w i l l  become 
w ith in  a re la tiv e ly  short tim e, a 
pure po lice-bureaucratic regime, 
divorced from  the w o rk ing  popula­
tion  and the m iddle classes and 
regarded as such by the la tte r. A f ­
te r th a t stage, when the sentiments 
o f the masses become transform ed 
in to  d irec t h o s tility  to the H it le r  
regime, we w i l l  have to  succeed in  
g iv ing  the mass struggle d irection  
and objective, in  rem oving fro m  i t  
every d iso rien ta ting  influence.

From Westphalia
The C. P. G.— Its  a c t iv ity  re­

s tric ts  its e lf in  the m ain to dues 
collection. A t  ra re  in te rva ls  mimeo­
graphed leaflets o r a paper are 
issued. I f  these publications did 
not contain a slogan near the end 
ca llin g  fo r  a ffilia tio n  to the  C. P. 
G., one w ould th in k  they were is ­
sued by in d iffe re n t workers. So 
devoid are they o f p o lit ic a l gu id­
ance. Less than 10 percent of the 
p a rty  nucle i meet a t a ll. There is 
no p a rty  member now who w i l l  
c la im  th a t the p a rty ’s po licy a t the 
tim e o f H it le r ’s coming in to  power 
was correct. They recognize the 
g u ilt  of the bureaucracy, b u t are 
not yet clear wherein the e rro r lay. 
We hope to clear up th is  confusion 
about the “ general line ”  w ith  our 
propaganda m ateria l. M ost o f the 
p a rty  members are convinced th a t 
a new leadership is necessary. 
Functionaries often refuse to d is­
tr ib u te  the lite ra tu re  th a t comes 
fro m  the center— not out o f cow­
ardice, but because o f the “ non­
sense”  and the “ b u ll”  w h ich  is 
“ handed ou t”  in  it .  There are 
some however, who say : be tte r 
ro tten  s tu ff than no th ing a t a ll, 
they d is tr ibu te  m ate ria l wh ich they 
themselves w i l l  not take seriously.

The C. P.-O. (B ra n d le rite s )—  
T he ir loca l group have directed a 
w r itte n  protest to th e ir  na tional 
leadership against the “ general line  
methods’ contained in  the a rtic le  
“ Aga inst T ro tsky ite  L iqu ida tion ism ”  
(w h ich  appeared in  June issue of 
th e ir cen tra l organ (Gegen den 
Strom ). In  th is  protest they say 
th a t w ith  such stup id rem arks as 
in  the a rtic le  one cannot and should 
not ca rry  on p o lit ic a lly  against 
the T ro tsky is ts . I f  T ro tsky  repre­
sents a fa lse  po in t o f view, i t  is 
necessary to c ritic ize  ob jectively, 
w ith o u t s ink ing to the level o f 
“ line  lo ya lty ”  (S ta lin ism ).

Towards the Creation o f a Fourth In ternational
A  Record of Progress on the Road Towards the Reconstitution of 

the Revolutionary Vanguard of the W o rld  Proletariat

The Revolutionary Socialist Party
of Holland Joins the Interna, 

tional Left Opposition
On September 21, the Plenum of 

the In te rn a tion a l L e ft  Opposition 
decided to accept the request of 
the R. S. P. (R evo lu tionary  Social­
is t P a rty  o f H o lla n d ) fo r  a ffilia tio n  
w ith  the I .  L. O. The R. S. P. was 
founded in  1929. I ts  fundam ental 
line  of po licy coincides in  the m ain 
w ith  its  declaration o f princip les 
in  1932, w h ich  bears a d is tin c tly  
Communist character.

There are 950 members on its  
ro lls  who are grouped together in  
some 30 loca l organizations. The 
pa rty  stands in  closest contact w ith  
the N. A . S., a trade un ion center 
w ith  25,000 enrolled members. Both 
organizations are headed by com­
rade H . Sneevilet.

H . Sneevilet is  no t an unknown 
figu re  in  the  in te rna tiona l Commun­
is t  movement, p a rtic u la r ly  because 
o f the revo lu tiona ry  a c t iv ity  he 
displayed even before the w a r, and 
du rin g  the w ar, in  the F a r  East.

The R. S. P. has been publish ing 
a weekly paper, Baanbrecker, ever 
since its  inception. I t  has a c ir ­
cu la tion  o f 3,000.

I t  is  in te resting  to observe the 
development o f the p a rty  as re­
flected in  the pa rliam enetary elec­
tions. In  1929 the p a rty  received
21.000 votes and no mandate. In  
1931, in  the p ro v in c ia l elections 
covering 3 provinces, i t  received
20.000 votes and 2 mandates. In  
the same year, du ring  the m un ic i­
pal elections in  50 loca lities, i t  re­
ceived 31,000 votes and 12 repre­
sentatives. In  the pa rliam en ta ry  
elections o f 1933, H . Sneevliet, who 
a t the tim e was im prisoned fo r  his 
energetic defense o f the m arty rs  of 
“ Seven Provinces”  (The reference 
is to the revo lu tiona ry  sailors who 
partic ipated in  the “ m u tin y ”  o f 
one of the vessels o f the D utch 
m erchant m arine— E d .), was elect­
ed to  pa rliam ent w ith  48,000 votes.

Since the summer o f 1982, the
R. S. P. has been w o rk in g  together 
in  un ited fro n t action w ith  the O.
S. P. (the  Independent Socia lis t 
P a rty  o f H o lla n d ). The develop­

ment w ith in  the O. S. P. w h ich  led 
to th e ir  s igning the common de­
c la ra tion  o f the F our Organizations 
( I .  L . O., S. A . P.— German Social­
is t W orkers P a rty— R. S. P. and 
O. S. P .) a t the Paris Conference, 
presage a un ifica tion  of R. S. P. 
and O. S. P. in  the im m ediate fu ­
ture.

The I .  L . O. extends warm  greet­
ings to  the R. S. P. en tering its  
ranks. I t  means the add ition  of a 
la rge corps o f tested pro le ta rian  
figh ters to  our cause and makes 
possible the fu rth e r extension and 
penetration of the ideas o f the 
Bolshevik-Leninists.

THOUSANDS OF DUTCH WORK­
ERS H A IL  TH E NEW IN T E R .

NATIONAL
In  the Independent Socialist 

P a rty  o f H o lland  (O. S. P .) w h ich  
had 7,000 members on its  ro lls , the 
p a rtic ip a tio n  in  the bu ild ing  o f the 
new In te rn a tio n a l has been un­
anim ously accepted by the Execu­
tive.

AH o f the discussion on the Paris 
Conference and the a lliance w ith  
T ro tsky  has raised a deep in te rest 
outside the ranks o f the party .

The jo in t  m eeting o f the Execu­
tive  Committees o f the O. S. P. 
and the R evolu tionary Socialist 
P a rty  (Sneevliet) has yielded as 
its  f irs t  resu lt, the decision fo r  
close collabora tion in  a ll phases o f 
w o rk ing  class policy. Moreover, 
the jo in t meeting accepted the prin - 

j c ip le of the necessity o f fusing the 
tw o oragnizations in to  one rev­
o lu tio na ry  party . A t the next con­
gress, w h ich  is to  convene in  the 
Christmas in te rva l, defin ite pro­
posals fo r  fusion w i l l  be voted on.

I t  is the firs t a ttem pt in  many 
years to create real revo lu tiona ry  
un ity . I t  has already aroused 
great enthusiasm, as is apparent 
from  the many successful mass 
meetings held a l l over the country.

The Raanbrecker, organ o f the 
R. S. P., carries an account o f the 
jo in t  meeting o f the tw o  organiza­
tions held in  Am sterdam  as a reply 
to the Fascist dem onstration. The 
h a ll taken was much too small. Two 
meetings had to be held and hun­

dreds o f workers had to  be turned 
away. A n  exceptional acclaim  
greeted the speeches o f Sneevliet, 
Schm idt, Schlip and P ikshoorn, who 
traced the course o f the proposed 
new In te rna tiona l.

In  Belgium
Our Belgian comrades have en­

tered negotiations w ith  the League 
o f Communist In te rn a tion a lis ts  fo r 
the fusion of the tw o organizations 
as basis fo r  the creation o f a new 
Communist party.

Dollfuss and Hitler
Recent Changes in the Austrian Government

FOR A NEW REVOLUTIONARY  
YOUTH IN TER N ATIO NA L

A  ca ll fo r  an in te rna tiona l con­
gress o f a l l revo lu tiona ry  youth 
organizations to consider the prob­
lems of the fo rm ation  of an in te r­
na tiona l vanguard o f the w o rk ing  
class youth has been sent out by 
the youth organization o f the Rev­
o lu tiona ry  Socialist p a rty  o f H o l­
land, to be held in  Am sterdam  on 
December 9 and 10.

Most o f the you th  organizations 
inv ited  to  th is  conference are con­
nected in  some w ay to the Paris 
Conference o f last August. These 
organizations are e ither revo lu tion­
ary  socia list o r independent Com­
m unist.

The you th  sections of the In te r­
na tiona l L e ft Opposition have been 
inv ited  to pa rtic ip a te  in  th is  Con­
ference and w il l  send delegates to 
it .

The bankruptcy o f the Comintern 
and the treachery of the Social 
Democracy has brought in  its  tra in  
a f r ig h tfu l degeneration o f the 
Young Communist In te rn a tion a l 
and the Young Socia list In te rn a ­
tiona l. They are incapable to o r­
ganize and educate the pro le ta rian  
youth in  the world . A  new rev­
o lu tiona ry  youth in te rna tiona l mus/t 
be organized. The Amsterdam Con­
ference w i l l  be the f irs t  step.

*  *  *  *

Beginning w ith  th is  issue, the 
departm ent “ Towards the Creation 
o f a F ou rth  In te rn a tion a l”  w i l l  be 
a regu lar fea ture o f The M ilitant. 
I t  w i l l  he lp to  keep Am erican 
workers adequately in form ed about 
every step taken in  the redress­
ment o f revo lu tionary in te rna tion ­
alism .— Ed.

The a rtic le  below is an ex trac t 
from  the B u lle tin  published i l le ­
ga lly  by our A us tria n  comrades, 
and bearing the date, October 1st. 
Since then, the attem pt against 

D o llfuss has c learly  proved tha t 
the Nazis are not th in k in g  of re­
la x ing  th e ir  offensive, bu t on the 
con tra ry  o f in te ns ify ing  i t  in  
order as qu ick ly  as possible— be­
fore the w in te r— to get a deci­
sion in th e ir  favor.

A t  th is  tim e A u s tria  Is passing 
through a stage analagous to  the 
Bruening-Papen-Schleicher period 
in  Germany o r the He ld period in 
Bavaria , tha t is to say, a semi- 
Bonapartist d icta torsh ip , w h ich 
m ainta ins its e lf by the reciprocal 
neu tra liza tion  o f the p ro le ta rian  
camp and the Fascist c a m p .. . .  
“ However, A us trian  ‘Bonapartism ’ 
today, like  German ‘Bonapartism ’ 
yesterday can have on ly  an epis­
odic character, by f ill in g  the short 
in te rva l th a t separates the dem­
ocra tic regime from  the Fascist 
regime.”

These words were w ritte n  by 
comrade T ro tsky in  M arch o f th is  
year, in  his a rtic le  “ A us tria  is 
N ext in  O rder” . Many le ft  social- 
democrats thought then th a t i t  was 
incorrect to consider the Dollfuss 
regime as a Bonapartis t regime. 
However, the development th a t has 
taken place du ring  the la s t six 
months has confirmed our M a rx is t- 
Len in is t analysis word fo r word. 
T h is  statement is not made by us 
because we want to  appear as hav­
ing  been correct, but by the neces­
s ity  of c lea rly  understanding the 
present tu rn  in  A ustrian  po litics, 
a tu rn  which has been undertaken 
by the new form ation  o f the D o ll­
fuss cabinet.

Le t us express ourselves c le a r ly : 
the sh ifts  in  the D o llfuss cabinet 
signifies the end of A us trian  Bon­
apartism  and the beginning o f de 
cisive convulsions.

The “ C atholic day”  and the de­
m onstration of the “ p a trio tic  f ro n t ’ 
sought to  show the “ s trength”  of 
the Do llfuss government to the ex 
te rna l w o rld  and to support the 
form er. T h is  a ttem pt to deceive 
the fore ign w o rld  on the weakness 
o f the government and to save the 
la tte r, has m iscarried in  face of 
the in te rna l contradictions of the 
Bonapartist governmental combina­
tion  and i t  has on ly strengthened

British Labour Party Masks Support 
to Capitalism at Annual Conference

Edinburgh.. .  S ix hundred dele­
gates, representing D iv is io na l L a b ­
our Parties, trade unions and So­
c ia lis t bodies, were in  attendance 
a t the annual conference o f the 
B r it is h  Labour P a rty  held a t H ast­
ings in  the f irs t week o f October. 
Since the General E lection disas­
te r o f 1931, when the masses ex­
pressed th e ir disgust a t the treach­
ery o f the Labor Government by 
sw ing ing  over to the Conserva­
tives, the Executive o f the  P a rty  
have been busy upon the produc­
tion  of a new programme calculated 
to give the impression th a t the 
passing of Ramsay M acDonald has 
opened up a new era in  the his­
to ry  of the Labour P a rty  and th a t 
i t  has passed from - its  L ibera l- 
Labour stage to one o f complete 
Socialism. In  th is  task, the E x ­
ecutive has been embarrassed by 
the cautious trade unions on the 
one hand and by the somewhat 
careless statements o f the Socialist 
League upon the other.

The trade unions d is like  “ le ft”  
phrases which tend to endanger 
th e ir  c ra ft in terests w h ile  the lead­
ers o f the Socialist League, com­
posed of lawyers, jo u rn a lis ts  and 
middle-class in te llectua ls, g lo ry  in  
the use o f words w h ich have been 
culled from  the text-books o f th e ir 
A us tria n  “ M a rx is t”  friends. As 
previously reported in  the M ilitant, 
the Labour P a rty  Executive as 
w e ll as the trade un ion leaders 
had warned the Socia list League 
against the too dangerous p lay w ith  
the d ic ta to rsh ip  question, and as 
the League was now b ring ing  its  
proposals to the floor o f the  Con­
ference, a ba ttle  roya l was expect­
ed. B u t as w i l l  be revealed below, 
the Executive held th e ir  hand in  
the in terests o f un ity .

F ritz  Adler Speaks 
Before the opening of the Con­

ference the assembled delegates 
were addressed' by D octor F r itz  
Adler, who declared on beha lf of 
the A us tria n  Social Democrats th a t 
“ concentration camps are being 
prepared fo r Socialists in  A us tria , 

I bu t we w i l l  ca ll fo r  a general
■ s tr ik e  i f  the trade unions are 
1 banned o r i f  the Social Dem ocratic
■ P a rty  is  made ille g a l.”  T h is  state- 
I ment was loud ly  cheered by the 
j delegates who la te r passed a resolu­
tion  pledging support to the Aus-

' tr ia n  Socialists in  th e ir  s trugg le 
' against Fascism. In  opening the 
Conference, the chairm an, M r. Comp- 

| pton, also warned the delegates 
against the danger of Fascism bu t 
apart fro m  vague statements upon 

| the desire of the w orkers’ movement 
I to m a in ta in  democracy, there was 
! no m ention o f any po licy  calculated 
1 to defeat Fascism. H av ing  aired 
th e ir  views upon Fascism, the 
Conference then got down to  busi­
ness and f irs t ru led ou t an emer­
gency reso lution upon the Le ipzig  
t r ia l  and then banned a l is t  of 
Communist organizations such as 
the A n ti-W a r Council upon the 
grounds th a t they were heing used 
to d is rup t the Labour P arty .

Labor Party “Socialism”
As th ree  Labour P a rty  candid­

ates, as well as the Labour Lord  
Marley, are members of the Anti-

W ar Council th is  la s t decision 
raised noisy bu t unava iling  pro 
tests. Then A rth u r  Henderson gave 
a gloomy p ic tu re  o f the financia l 
state o f the P arty . B u t a scheme 
to enro ll ex-arm y officers, doctors, 
lawyers, and o ther people who 
could not ac tive ly  id e n tify  them ­
selves w ith  the P arty , in to  an As­
sociate Section, was turned down 
by the Conference w h ich  suddenly 
became “ class-conscious” — no doubt 
remembering th a t having refused 
to  associate w ith  working-class 
Communists they could not very 
w e ll associate w ith  blue-blooded 
arm y officers w ith o u t being asked 
aw kw ard  questions a t E lection 
time.

A t  th is  stage the conference 
reached the D ra ft  P o licy  o f the 
P a rty  on Socialism  and the Condi­
t io n  o f the People. A r th u r  Green­
wood M. P. moved the reso lution 
on beha lf o f the Executive and' de­
clared th a t “ the P a rty  is pledged 
to Socialism  by w h ich is meant 
public ownership and con tro l of 
in du s try .”

I t  also turned ou t th a t the Lab­
our P a rty  brand o f Socialism  meant 
buying out the cap ita lis ts  on the 
ra ilw a y  and mines w h ile  the banks 
were to be amalgamated and placed 
under the con tro l o f an investm ent 
board appointed by the Labour Gov­
ernment. A  delegate named G. 
Hobson then moved the  reference 
back o f the whole re p o rt as in  h is 
op in ion i t  was “ not a Socialist 
document, bu t one designed to  make 
the w o rld  safe fo r  c a p ita lis t in ­
vestor.”  T h is  d id  no t appeal to 
the delegates who p ro m p tly  voted 
the Hobson amendment ou t o f ex­
istence.

Introducing S ir Stafford Cripps
Then came the eagerly awaited 

appearance o f S ir S taffo rd Cripps 
who, in  the name o f the Socialist 
League, moved the fo llo w in g  
amendments: “ T h a t the whole re­
po rt be referred back to the  N. E. 
C. w ith  ins tructions to  specify the 
means to  be adopted by the  next 
Labour Government fo r  a rap id  and 
complete conversion o f the capi­
ta lis t in to  the Socialist system in ­
cluding, in  p a rticu la r (1 ) the  ab­
o lit io n  o f the House o f Lords. (2 ) 
Emergency Powers A c t g iv in g  the 
government power to  take over and 
regulate the financ ia l m achinery 
and to pu t in to  force any measures 
th a t the s itua tion  may requ ire  fo r  
the im m ediate contro l o f in du s try  
and fo r safeguarding the food sup­
p ly  and other accessories. (3 ) The 
revision o f the procedure o f the 
House o f Commons and the mach­
in e ry  o f government so th a t a rap id  
trans ition  to  socialism  m ay be car­
ried th rough con s titu tion a lly  and 
d ic ta to rsh ip  avoided. (4 ) A n  Eco­
nomic P lan fo r  industry , finance 
and fore ign trade designed ra p id ly  
to pu t an end to  unemployment 
and poverty.”

S ir S taffo rd was received w ith  
loud cheers and in  the course o f 
h is law yer’s speech he made i t  
qu ite  p la in  th a t he agreed w ith  
the Executive o f the  P a rty  th a t 
Socialism m ust come peacefully, 
th a t he was opposed to both Com­
munist and Fascist dictatorships.

bu t he thought th a t a clear answer 
should be given to the advocates 
o f force. He then dropped a 
bombshell by announcing th a t the 
Executive had accepted a ll the 
proposals contained in  his amend­
ment and th a t they had agreed to  
discuss them and report back to 
the next annual conference of the 
P arty.

Debate Fizzles Out
George Lansbury then rose and 

confirmed th is  statem ent on behalf 
o f the  N. E. C. und in  th is  fashion 
the great debate ended in  a com­
plete fizzle. Certa in delegates then 
jumped up and accused the Execu­
tive  o f cowardice, w h ile  others 
warned them o f the dreadfu l fa te  
th a t awaited i f  they as much as 
mentioned the House o f Lords a t 
the next election. Bub the a lliance 
o f the Executive and the Socia list 
League had been worked ou t behind 
the scenes and so the much delayed 
Labour programme w i l l  no t be 
known fo r yet one more year.

N ext day the D a ily  Hera ld , o f­
fic ia l organ o f the Labour P a rty  
announced in  stream ing headlines, 
“ Labour P a rty  Conference U n ited”  
and then went on to say tha t 
“ those who were looking fo r a 
figh t Detween S ir S tafford Cripps 
and the N. E. C. were disappointed.”

Indeed there was no need to 
figh t as the only difference between 
the E xecutive and the Socialist 
League is upon a question o f ju s t 
w hat k ind  o f words should be used 
by the Labour P a rty  a t the next 
General Election. Should the P arty  
s tick  to the old Fabian phrases or 
should they t r y  a new “ le ft”  brand? 
The Labour P a rty  is sim ply packed 
w ith  careerists who care noth ing 
fo r  the sufferings o f the w o rk ing  
class bu t who are im p a tie n tly  w a it­
ing  the next sw ing of the pendul­
um w h ich w il l  land them in to  P a r­
liam ent and r ig h t amongst ripe  
plum s th a t are to be picked there.

Following the German Path
B u t these clever parliam entarians 

m ay be m aking a sad m istake and 
th e ir  fondest dreams may very 
w e ll be shipwrecked by the dis­
tru s tfu l w o rk ing  class who ane 
beginning to lose fa ith  in  these 
treacherous po litic ians. The path 
which landed the leaders o f the 
German Social Democarcy in to  the 
concentration camps o f the Fascists 
is being trave lled by th e ir  B r it is h  
friends of the Labour P a rty  who 
refuse to face up to the problems 
o f the class struggle. To the prob­
lems o f unemployment, Fascism, 
war, they have no solution and the 
cap ita lis t class can afford to smile 
w h ile  the Labour P a rty  leaders 
keep th e ir  thousands o f fa ith fu l 
fo llow ers safely trapped in  the 
snare o f pa rliam en ta ry  illusions.

The danger is  th a t events m ay 
move so qu ick ly  th a t the ga thering 
storm  m ay blow up before the class­
conscious B r it is h  w orkers  have 
been able to bu ild  a new Commun­
is t leadership capable o f leading 
the masses against the cap ita lis t 
enemy. — T. C.

The Agrarian Question in Mexico 
in the Light of the Coming Revolt

FROM SOUTH BEND, IN D .:
“ The change, p r in tin g  more 
artic les  d ire c tly  in te resting  
the workers in  th e ir da ily  
struggles, w i l l  do much more 
good. I  believe you r orien ta­
t io n  is leading the L e ft  Opposi­
t ion  in  the correct d irec tion  

*>

Every e ffo rt w i l l  be made by the 
Calles-Rodriguez regime to  prevent 
the M exican peasants from  rearm ­
in g  themselves, and to disarm  those 
s t i l l  in  possession o f rifles. D u ring  
the last fou r uprisings the peasants 
partic ipated on the side o f the gov­
ernm ent against the counter rev­
o lu tion . The next upris ing  w i l l  
find them aligned against the gov­
ernment w h ich has gone over bag 
and baggage to the counter revo lu­
tion . D u ring  the past revo lts  the 
armed peasant gue rrilla s  proved 
themselves more than a match fo r 
the troops o f the  regu lar arm y 
many o f w h ich supported the re­
bellions. They are there for a fac to r 
to be reckoned w ith  in  the coming 
events.

F o r many years the Mexican 
peasants and th e ir  organizations 
have played an im portan t role in  
the coun try ’s po litics, always how­
ever as tools o f the d iffe ren t bour­
geois and petty-bourgeois po litica l 
groups w h ich pa id them  off w ith  
broken promises o r a few  rus ty  
guns. The very nature and com­
position of the peasantry and its  
organizations n a tu ra lly  prevented 
them from  a t any time, p lay ing a 
re a lly  independent role.

In  1926 most of the scattered 
local, regional, and state organiza­
tions were federated in to  the Na­
tio n a l Peasants League, a t w h ich 
a ll tendencies were represented. 
T h is  congress d id  much to  cement 
the re la tions between the Commun­
ists, the peasants and the  bourgeois 
government. The Communist P arty  
dissolved its e lf in to  the peasant 
movement, and ra the r than b u ild ­
ing  an opposition w ith in  it ,  served 
as a b rid le  to  keep the more ra d i­
cal elements among the poor ejida- 
ta rios  and peons fro m  res is ting  the 
policies o f the rancheros and pe tty  
po litic ians in  the leadership. These 
same leading functionaries o f the 
N a tiona l Peasants League (Galvan, 
and Co.) were m ostly a l l members 
o f the Communist pa rty . They did  
very much as they pleased; Tejeda, 
then M in is te r o f the In te r io r , sup­
ported the organ ization w ith  Calvan 
and Co. on the p a y ro ll; and the 
pa rty  dragged along in  th e ir  t ra il,  
boasting in  its  reports to  the Com­
in te rn  o f “ ou r peasant organiza­
tion  o f 300,000 members” . B u t th is  
was on ly  one episode in  the oppor­
tu n is t h is to ry  of the M exican C. P. 
P a rty  publications were m a in ta in ­
ed by government offic ia ls and the 
p a rty ’s p rinc ip a l footholds in  the 
labo r unions (Jalisco, Tam pullpas) 
were owed p r im a r ily  to the support 
o f the loca l po litic ians who used 
the Communists as a counter-weight 
to the re fo rm is ts  o f the CROM who 
were a t th a t tim e very pow erfu l in  
na tiona l po litics  th rough the P a rt­
ido Laborista.

In  1929, w ith  the inaugura tion  of 
the "T h ird  Period” , and a fte r  the 
farce o f the m arch days (discus­
sion in  the p a rty  on armed insurrec­
tion  w h ich  term inated in  support 
to the government) the sp lits  com­
menced. Galvan f in a lly  broke away, 
and denounced the pa rty . Thence­
fo rw a rd  there was a series o f 
sp lits  and counter-sp lits, expulsions 
and counter-expulsions in Hie pea-

sant organizations. Galvan mean­
w h ile  has gone to h is ju s t reward, 
but his tra d itio n  remains in  the 
main current of the peasant move­
ment which, under the name “ Na­
tiona l Peasants League ‘Ursulo 
G alvan’ (G enu ine)” , serves today 
as the mainstay of Tejeda’s p o lit i­
cal apparatus. A nother section is 
dominated by the N a tiona l Revolu­
tio n a ry  P a rty  o r local po litic ians 
affilia ted to it ,  w h ile  s t i l l  o ther 
fragm ents are atfiia ted to the W ork­
ers’ and Peasants’ Bloc, and a L e ft 
w ing peasant movement dominated 
by the Com m unist party .

I t  has been seen th a t Colonel 
A dalberto Tejeda, has fo r  many 
years exercized great influence 
over large sections o f the Mexican 
peasantry. W ith  the approaching 
1934 pres identia l elections in  sight, 
Tejeda is m aking a p lay  fo r  power. 
As p rinc ip a l iusp ire r o f the sp lit 
w ith in  the P. N. R. ou t of w h ich  
the “ L e ft Socia list P a rty ”  was 
born, he appears as sponsor o f a 
rad ica l “ p ro le ta rian -ag ra rian”  pro­
gram. A t  the same tim e, he is 
seeking unprincip led alliances w ith  
other p o lit ic a l groups (Soto y Gama, 
“ P artido  Laboris ta” , “ P artido  An- 
tireeleccionista, etc.) w h ich are i f  
anyth ing  fa rth e r to the r ig h t than 
the P. N. R.

There is every p ro ba b ility  th a t 
la rge sections of the peasantry and 
even of the p ro le ta ria t w i l l  support 
Tejeda because of his “ rad ica lism ’. 
M eanwhile the Communist P arty  
considers Tejeda as the “ m ain dan­
ger”  in  much the same m anner th a t 
“ Social-fascism”  was considered 
before the advent o f H itle r .

*  *  *  *

T his  is the second o f a series 
o f artic les on p o litica l developments 
In Mexico. In  the next issue, we 
sha ll a ttem pt an analysis o f T e j­
eda’s “ L e ft Socia list P a rty ” .

TERZANI ' S RELEASE
New York City, Nov. 1.— Demand 

fo r the release o f A thos Terzani, 
young anti-Fascis t accused o f k i l l ­
ing  his comrade Anthony F ierro , 
and prosecution o f the “ rea l and 
known perpetra tors o f the crim e,” 
was made on D is tr ia t A tto rney 
Charles S. Colden o f Queens County 
today in  a le tte r sent to  h im  by 
Edmund J. P h illip s  o f Philadelph ia, 
Spanish-Am erican W ar veteran 
and form er organizer fo r  the K ha k i 
S h irts  o f America.

M r. P h illip s ’s le tte r was made 
pub lic  through the Terzan i Defense 
Committee. The Committee con­
tends th a t F ie rro  ac tu a lly  was 
k ille d  by a member of the Fascist 
K h a k i S h irts  w h ile  defending a 
friend  who was being ejected from  
a m eeting o f th a t organ ization in 
Astoria , L . I., on J u ly  14.

I t  was M r. P h illip s  to whom the 
com m ittee re ferred October 25, 
when i t  charged th a t M r. Colden 
had fa ile d  to  make a promised new 
in q u iry  in to  the F ie rro  k illin g , and 
declared th a t “ one man in  P h ila ­
delphia who has v ita l in fo rm a tion  
about the case, and whose name 
has long been known to the D is­
t r ic t  A tto rney ’s office has never 
been v is ited by any one represent­
ing M r. Colden.”

the discussion on its  fate.
The entire  w orld  has been able 

to  see the rea l weakness of the 
D o llfuss government by v iew ing the 
struggles th a t have taken place 
w ith in  its  own ranks a fte r the 
'Catholic D ay” , wh ich led to the 

counter-dem onstration o f the He im - 
wehr and the Landbuiul w h ich re­
fused to liqu ida te  themselves in  the 
•p a tr io tic  f ro n t” . B y  tha t, the 
a ttem pt to save the Do llfuss gov­
ernment has m iscarried, the gov­
ernm ental com bination has fa llen .

Instead of leading to a rapproche­
ment, D o llfuss brought about the 
strengthening o f the contradictions, 
especially between the H eim wehr 
and the Landbuiul. W hat is s t i l l  
more im portan t is the fa c t the s p lit 
also cuts in to  the C hris tian-socia l 
party , w h ich  is the strongest gov­
ernm ental p a rty  and in  wh ich a 
Fascist and a reactionary-democra­
tic  w ing are strugg ling. I t  is in  
tha t th a t the in te rna l weakness o f 
the D o llfuss  regime consists.

B u t in  the course of recent 
weeks, the general weakness of the 
Do llfuss government becomes more 
and more apparent. A l l  the gov­
ernm ental measures have not help­
ed in  subduing the N a z is ; on the 
con tra ry , the Nazi danger has 
grown. (The social democratic 
counsellor Scharff was qu ite  cor­
rect in  s ta ting  th is  fa c t.)  The 
state apparatus, even the Executive 
power, up to the highest ranks, is 
completely infested w ith  N a z is ; i t  
has become very shaky fo r  Dollfuss.

F rom  th is  po in t of view  the 
foundations o f the D o llfuss govern­
ment are com pletely undermined. 
B u t on the other side, there is s t i l l  
the w ork ing class. A lthough its  
strength has been weakened i t  is 
not yet broken. The most im p o rt­
ant p ro le ta rian  organizations are 
s t i l l  in tac t. The government is 
d irec tly  threatened from  th is  side 
to the degree tha t the s itua tion  be­
comes more intense.

The ground shakes under D o ll- 
fuss’ feet. W hat m ainta ins the 
homogeniety of his camp is the com­
mon fear o f the Nazis and the 
hatred o f the social democracy, 
tha t is tile  w ork ing class, through 
the im poverishm ent o f which Aus­
tr ia n  cap ita lism  like  German capi­
ta lism  tries to  improve its  s itua tion . 
The a ttitu d e  of the D o llfuss gov­
ernm ent is d icta ted by the depend­
ence o f A us tria n  finance cap ita l on 
France especially, and on England. 
The severity o f the cris is  pushes 
i t  to rage against the w o rk in g  
class.

A t present, the governmental 
bases which is being undermined in  
favo r of the Nazi camp, forces D o ll­
fuss to take decisive measures. I f  
he wants to  m a in ta in  h im self, then 
lie is forced by a ll means to  m odify, 
to change the present re la tionsh ip  
o f forces.

H is a ttem pt to suppress the Nazi 
movement has m iscarried. There­
fore there remains only one means 
to save h im s e lf: the destruction  of 
the pro le ta rian  organizations, th a t 
is  to say, especially the social dem­
ocracy and the trade unions. I f  
Do llfuss takes th is  path— and no 
other te inains fo r  h im — then the 
period o f Bonapartism  is te rm in ­
ated and the final, decisive struggle 
begins.

T ha t is where we stand now. 
The new D ollfuss cabinet means 
tha t the Fascist w ing of the Chris- 
tian-Socia lists has stripped its e lf  
o f pretenses. T h e ir pa rty  leader, 
the reactionary Vaugoin, had to 
leave, like  W inkler, the Landbund 
man, because w h ile  being fo r  a 
reactionary reform  o f the constitu ­
tion, they were no t in  favo r of the 
proscrip tion of the social dem­
ocracy, fea ring  the eventualities 
th a t i t  would cause even in  th e ir 
own parties.

This fear is quite jus tified . B u t 
the Heim wehrs, who are in  fa vo r 
o f t iie  “ pe rfect Fascist state, on 
the Ita lia n  model” , have rem ain­
ed. T ha t means th a t the p roscrip ­
tion  o f the social democracy and 
the trade unions is no t fa r  off. 
T h is  is no longer a question o f 
weeks (o r even of days). The 
dynamics of development presses 
the new D ollfuss cabinet no t to 
unrave l the knot bu t to cu t it .

W il l  i t  succeed in  s tr ik in g  down 
the w o rk ing  class? In  order th a t 
they do not succeed, the p ro le ta ria t 
must detach itse lf from  th e ir  cow­
ard ly , treacherous leadership. Gan 
Dollfuss d rive  off the Fascist dan­
ger? We do not believe so. A l l  
the conditions o f development in ­
dicate th a t th e ir  tim e w i l l  come and 
th a t in  the la s t analysis they w i l l  
tr ium p h  over Stahremberg, Fey and 
Dollu fss.

One th in g  is c e r ta in : Bonapartism  
has served its  time. For the w o rk­
ing  class, the hour has come when 
i t  is a m atter o f daring everyth ing 
in  order not to  lose everything.
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The Illino is M iners

TH IN G S  are happening very ra p id ly  in  the I l l i ­
nois m ine fields and the fa te  o f the Progres­

sive M iners ’ organ ization w i l l  n o t long rem ain un­
decided. The m agnificent movement o f the I ll in o is  
m iners, w h ich  arose w ith  such b r ig h t prom ise out of 
the fires o f struggle, has been caught in  a ne t of 
in te rn a l contradictions wh ich d ire c tly  th rea ten to 
Strangle it .  The enemies from  w ith o u t could no t 
break the un ion ; the greatest danger comes from  
w ith in .

Percy and Keck are leading the un ion on the 
path o f Lewisism , and th e ir  pace becomes fas te r every 
day. They jo ined in  the ballyhoo fo r  the N l iA  and 
went, hats in  hand, to  beg crumbs fro m  the cap ita l­
is t  po litic ians. They are s tif lin g  every sentim ent of 
m ilitancy  in  the ranks. They have invoked1 the aid 
o f state au thorities  to suppress rad ica l meetings and 
now they a re  expelling Communists and other m il i­
tan ts  from  the un ion in  Lew is style. In  every re­
spect they are try in g  to demonstrate th a t the P. M. 
A . is d iffe ren t fro m  the organ ization of Lew is only 
in  name. Percy and Keck a re  preparing  the w ay to 
repeat the se ll-ou t o f W alker— if ,  indeed, the actua l 
deal has no t a lready been made behind the scenes.

B u t they have a long way to go before they can 
succeed in  destroying the movement against Lew is­
ism  th a t has been hardened in  such desperate s trug ­
gle and sealed by so much m a rty r blood. P ow erfu l 
forces fo r resistance are la te n t in  the ran k  and file  
o f the P. M. A . The next developments o f the class 
struggle w i l l  w o rk  to strengthen them. W hat is 
lack ing is  an organ ization o f the class conscious and 
m ilita n t elements and a leadership w o rth y  of the 
task. F rom  the very beginning of the new move­
ment we pointed ou t the necessity of a f irm ly  or­
ganized L e ft  w ing  in  the union. The delay has been 
costly fo r  the m iners and fo r  the union. Now the 
dangers o f another debacle have accumulated and 
press on every side. There is  no t much tim e  le ft.

The signaL of a r is ing  reactionary cu rre n t in  the 
union was flashed months ago when the offic ia ls o f 
the P. M . A . started a “ red scare”  in  the organiza­
tion . T h a t was the tim e fo r  the m ilita n ts  to awaken 
to  the in te rna l danger, to recognize the u n fa ilin g  
s ign o f the employers’ class influence a t w o rk  and 
to  organize th e ir  s trugg le  to preserve the union 
against it .  U n fo rtuna te ly  they lacked the leaders 
fo r  such a fight.

Those who were expected to speak ou t c learly, 
kep t silenlt. Instead of figh ting  they retreated. In ­
stead o f denouncing the bosses’ agents in  the o ffic ia l­
dom and defending the po licy  o f class strugg le m il i­
tancy— w h ich  was the rea l po in t of the a ttack— 
A lla rd  and others responded w ith  shame-faced den­
ia ls  o f the reactionary  “ accusations”  on th e ir  own 
pa rt, and the expression o f mealy-mouthed lib e ra l 
sentiments about the r ig h ts  o f others.

B y  the m iserable cap itu la to ry  a ttitu d e  before 
the reactionary offensive they paved the way fo r  
a l l th a t has followed. The fac t tha t A lla rd  h im self 
was p rom ptly  removed as ed ito r o f the Progressive 
M iner, and thus became the f irs t  v ic tim  o f the 
treacherous bargain o f Percy and K eck w ith  the 
coal operators, does no t a lte r o r m itiga te  the respon­
s ib ility  he bears fo r the success o f th e ir  treacherous 
po licy. And there is  no reason to conceal it .  The 
most necessary th in g  now is  to see c learly  w h a t has 
happened and w ha t made i t  possible, and to te ll the 
t ru th  about it .

H a lf-and -ha lf rad ica lism , the po licy and prac­
tice o f pseudo-progressivism, played here once again 
its  characteris tic  role as an aid  to reaction. A lla rd  
personified th is  po licy and practice and, from  a ll 
appearances, has no t learned anyth ing  from  the 
e v il results i t  has brought. People who la ck  p rin -

1

cip le  suffer from  a disease th a t is very ha rd  to cure.
The fac t th a t A lla rd  a t  one tim e passed as a 

supporter o f the Communist League makes i t  incum ­
bent on us, in  the in te rest o f t ru th  and c la r ity , to 
m ention h im  specifically in  th is  connection and to 
say th a t the course he fo llow ed had no th ing in  com­
mon w ith  the po licy  o f the League.

We sha ll take occasion to re tu rn  again to the 
I ll in o is  m in ing  question and to set fo r th  again in  
greater de ta il the Communist op in ion in  regard to 
i t .  B u t i t  can be said a t the outset th a t the m iners 
have no more im p o rtan t problem  than the ju s t and 
accurate appra isa l o f the leaders who have played 
a p a rt in  the struggle and the course they have fo l 
lowed. They w i l l  no t be able to cope w ith  the 
Percy-Keck treason m achine u n t il they have secured 
an accounting from  those who had th e ir  confidence 
and who fa iled  in  th e ir  du ty to  p u t them  on guard 
and organize th e ir  counter-struggle in  time.

American Communism and th e  
Russian Revolution

N the in te ra n tio n a lis t concept o f th e ir  authentic 
representatives, the Kussian revo lu tion  and the 

movement of Am erican Communism are inseparably 
bound together and, in  the fin a l analysis, dependent 
on each other. T h is  in te r-re la tionsh ip , expressed p rim ­
a r i ly  a t f irs t in  the influence w h ich  the  iiu ss ia n  rev­
o lu tion  exerted in  b ring ing  Communism to  life  in  
America, is manifested again today in  the In te rn a ­
tio n a l strugg le to safeguard the beleaguered fortress 
of the Soviet Union and to defend the conquests o f 
the October revo lu tion.

The u n ity  o f the libe ra tion  strugg le  o f the pro­
le ta r ia t in  a single w o rld  process is s tr ik in g ly  i l lu ­
s trated in  th is  in tim a te  connection between Russia 
and Am erica and th e ir  in te r-ac ting  influence on each 
other. The advanced workers in  a backward coun­
t r y  inspired, by th e ir  example, the fo rm a tion  of a 
revo lu tiona ry  Communist nucleus in  the most h ig h ly  
developed cap ita lis t nation. Now i t  is  our tu rn .

A t the present ju n c tu re  o f the in te rna tiona l class 
strugg le the Am erican revo lu tion is ts  are called upon 
to p lay a decisive ro le in  support of the Russian 
revo lu tion. Our im portance in  th is  task is derived 
fro m  the s in gu la rly  dom inant position o f the U n ited 
States in  w o rld  a ffa irs  and the ex trao rd ina ry  sus­
ce p tib ility  o f Am erica to the influence o f a c lear­
sighted Communist cu rre n t a t the present tim e.

We can aid  the Russian revo lu tion  to its  feet 
again by co n trib u tin g  our e fforts  and our energy 
tow ard the rev iva l o f th a t revo lu tiona ry  in te rn a tio n ­
a lism  which f irs t gave b ir th  to it .  The d is to rtion  
o f th is  o rig in a l and basic idea and its  piece-meal 
e lim ina tion  fro m  the Communist In te rn a tio n a l by 
the S ta lin is ts  in  favo r o f a u top ian national-socia lism  
has yea r by year undermined the illu m in a tin g  streng th  
o f the f irs t  workers state. Only the re b irth  of rev­
o lu tio na ry  in te rna tiona lism , its  embodiment in to  a 
new dynam ic in te rna tiona l organization, can preserve 
Soviet Russia and bolster up the great w o rk  o f w o rld  
em ancipation begun by its  founders. B y sharing in  
th is  task, by roo ting  the new organ ization in  the 
Am erican soil, the revo lu tion is ts  of A m erica w i l l  
begin to repay the great debt they owe to the Rus­
sian w orkers’ vanguard.

These in te rn a tio n a lis t conceptions, w h ich  are 
the heritage o f the great M a rx is t teachers embodied 
in  the October revo lu tion , h o ld  the cen tra l place in  
our m inds today as we commemorate its  16th ann iv ­
ersary. On th is  line  the revo lu tion  arose in  Russia 
and inspired a whole w orld . On the same line  the 
re-awakening in te rna tiona l movement w i l l  gather the 
scattered forces again and lead to  the fin a l security  
o f the U. S. S. R. by the extension o f the w o rld  
revo lution.

Bar Schachtman 
from Canada
(Continued from  page 1)

came to Canada. Such con­
veyance sha ll be by the f irs t 
ava ilable ship o r tra in  o f the 
T ransporta tion  Company w h ich  
brought the said rejected person 
to Canada. Dated a t P h illips - 
burg  th is  1st day o f November 
1933. (S igned). S.P. Poissant, 
per C. B. O,”
In  handing Shachtman the de­

po rta tion  order, the officer pointed 
a sign ificant finger to  the reverse 
side on w h ich was p r in te d : “ I t  is 
u n la w fu l fo r  persons rejected or 
deported to re tu rn  to Canada w ith ­
out the consent o f the M in is te r and 
persons entering o r rem ain ing in  
o r re tu rn in g  to Canada a fte r such 
re jection  o r deporta tion are sub. 
je c t to a rre s t and detention and 
on sum m ary convic tion to a fine or 
im prisonm ent o r both, and to de­
po rta tion .”  B y  this, the customs 
agent was as much as sa y in g : 
“ You need noit t r y  to enter by any 
other P o rt because the in fo rm a tio n  
about you has been very effectively 
d is tribu ted . They’l l  be w atch ing 
fo r  you.”

Protests were of no ava il. Even 
the demand fo r an appeal was an. 
swered by g iv ing  Shachtman a 
tr ip lic a te  fo rm  to sign, bu t not to 
f i l l  out. The o ffic ia l in fo rm ed him 
th a t the signature was the appeal 
to O ttawa, and th a t the offic ia l 
h im se lf makes ou t the appeal pro­
per!

A pparen tly  unaware th a t he was 
dealing w ith  the “ vanguard o f the 
counter-revo lu tion” , the officer had 
Shachtman packed in to  an automo­
b ile  and conveyed under escort to 
the b u ild in g  o f the Am erican cus­
toms au thorities  on the other side 
o f the border, in  Swanton, V er­
mont. There, a fte r another exam­
in a tio n  o f his passport, w h ich  was 
found to  be in  regu la r order, 
Shachtman was released and ob lig ­
ed re tu rn  to New York.

Representatives are being made 
to the State Departm ent a t W ash­
ington and to the  Departm ent o f

Im m ig ra tion  and Colonization a t 
O ttawa, p a rtic u la r ly  as the deport­
a tion order, u n t il reversed, consti­
tutes a perm anent ban against 
Shachtman’s ever entering Canada 
again. T h is  is no t the f irs t tim e 
the Canadian au tho rities  have 
s truck  a blow a t the ac tiv itie s  of 
the L e ft Opposition. P r io r  to th is, 
we have encountered d ifficu lties  
w ith  the mails, and a t least one of 
Leon T rotskys works p rin ted  by us 
in  New Y ork  has been denied ad­
m ission in to  Canada.

As we go to  press, we have as 
yet no repo rt on the manner in  
which the M ontrea l and Toronto 
meetings took place. A  fu l l  report 
w i l l  be given about them  in  the 
coming issue o f the M ilita n t.

Save Torgler!
(Continued from  Page 1)

The In te rn a tio n a lis t Communist 
League (B o lshevik-Len in is ts) pro­
poses to a ll the workers organiza­
tions in  the w orld  to organize a 
boycott of German goods, to fo rm u­
la te a program  o f common action, 
to bu ild  figh ting  labor organiza­
tions.

There is no tim e to lose in  set­
tin g  the workers in to  m otion. I f  
the te rro r is tic  sentences o f Le ipzig  
are pronounced, as they no doubt 
w i l l  be, a pow erfu l protest o f the 
in te rna tiona l p ro le ta ria t m ust be 
unleashed.

W orkers of the w orld , force your 
organizations to take a position, 
organize w ith  us the strugg le 
against Fascism. H a lt  the hand o f 
the hangman ! Show th a t in te rna ­
tio n a lis t p ro le ta rian  action s t i l l  
lives !

In  rep ly  to the sham eful ve rd ic t 
of Le ipzig, no t a single German 
product m ust be bought, no German 
raw  m ateria l worked on. A l l  the 
c ities o f the w o rld  should organize 
Fascism under the sign o f pow erfu l 
mass dem onstrations! Fight for 
the liberation of Torgler, D im itroff, 
Popov and Taneff! For the free­
dom of the tens of thousands of 
imprisoned workers, demand the 
suppression of the barbarian con­
centration camps.

—International Secretariat.

The Bolshevik 
Heritage

(Continuedf rom  page 1)
Opposition rededicate 'themselves to  
those basic tasks w h ich the Com­
m un ist In te rn a tio n a l o r ig in a lly  set 
fo r  itse lf. O ur a im  as before re­
mains the in te rna tiona l p ro le ta rian  
revo lu tion . T h a t is, fo r the s trug ­
gle fo r  workers State power—the 
trans fe r of power fro m  one class 
to another. I t  is  the order o f the 
day in  th is  epoch. In  the Soviet 
Union the problems o f economic 
and p o lit ic a l adm in is tra tion  on be­
h a lf o f the to ilin g  masses are as 
heavy and decisive as a t no other 
tim e perhaps in  its  h is to ry. The 
Russian Bolshevik-Lenin ists, despite 
the extrem e conditions o f th e ir 
existence, w i l l  assist the Soviet 
power in  the correct d irec tion—As 
before, the d ic ta to rsh ip  o f the pro­
le ta r ia t through the m edium o f < 
Soviets on a w o rld  scale remains 
our goal. The theory of permanent 
revo lu tion  is  the basic conception 
which guides the In te rn a tion a l L e ft 
O pposition tow a rd  th a t goal. W e 
are s m a ll; we need more cadres, 
more leading forces. These m ust 
be gathered. O ld revo lutionaries 
are beginning once again to re tu rn  
to the revo lu tiona ry  struggle. They 
are welcome. B u t above a ll we 
m ust w in  the new forces o f w o rk ­
ers never before active in  the 
labor or revo lu tiona ry  movement—  
those who are ju s t  beginning to 
take the f irs t  steps tow ard a rev­
o lu tio na ry  position.

The T h ird  Congress o f the Com­
m un is t In te rn a tio n a l raised1 as its  
m a jo r s lo ga n : “To the masses’’. 
This, and more, is our slogan today. 
In to  the un ions! Organize the un­
organized! Develop class consci­
ousness. W iden the foundations 
fo r  the new Communist P a rty  of 
the U n ited States and a new, F o u rth  
Communist In te rn a tion a l. In  th is  
w ay we can best honor the B o l­
shevik revo lu tion  of the Russian 
October and extend it .

—M A R TIN  ABERN.

The Boycott of Fascist G ermany
A  Sympath izer Writes on the Strategy of the A n ti-H itle r Struggle

Dear Comrades:
There is  some noise in  bour­

geois circles about re fus ing to  buy 
German goods as a protest against 
H i t le r ’s persecution o f Jews. There 
is, of course, very l i t t le  action. F o r 
example, R. H . M acy & Co., owned 
by a Jew ish fa m ily  w h ich  includes 
tne U. S. Ambassador to France, 
declines to jo in  the boycott move­
ment. Even i f  there were consum­
ers’ action, a decline in  the sale of 
German eye-glasses and cameras, o r 
even a complete stoppage o f the 
sale o f German crocxery, would be 
pu,t a p in -p rick  in  tne leathery 
nide of the N azi monster.

And, look a t the demands o f the 
Jew ish boyco tt! D r. F r itz  Schles- 
inger, a leader on the lib e ra l side 
in  the recent row  in  the German- 
Am erican societies in  New York, 
has made the position of bourgeois 
Jew ry clear. “ We have not re jec t­
ed the Nazi flag,”  he sa id ; “ the 
flag has re jected us.”  ¡So what? 
Accept us and we’l l  accept H itle r .  
A  nice piece o f petty-bourgeois 
horse-trading. Le t tne Jew ish con­
sumers' boycott be effective and 
H it le r  w i l l  compromise w ith  bour­
geois Jew ry. He w i l l  not only 
pro tect J ewish bankers and de­
partm ent store owners, w h ich  he 
uoes already, bu t he w i l l  come to 
an understanding w ith  the whole 
Jew ish upper crust as to ju s t w ha t 
share they may have in  Fascist 
Germany. And a t th a t moment 
" l ib e ra l”  Jew ry w i l l  grow  s ilen t 
and the boycott w i l l  be over from  
labo r’s viewpoint, and even fro m  a 
genuinely dem ocratic viewpoint, 
the whole th in g  is a joke. N o th­
in g  better can oe said of the sim ­
i la r  consumers’ boycott called fo r  
by the Second In te rn a tio n a l, A . F . 
of L . and other re fo rm is t o rgan i­
zations.

Your ed ito ria l advocating “ a well- 
organized in te rna tiona l boycott—  
suspending transport and communi­
cation fo r  a defin ite tim e”  is the 
most sensible proposal 1 have seen 
fo r  im m ediate mass struggle against 
H itle r , w o rld  Fascism and the w ar 
they are preparing.

The idea is rooted in  spontaneous 
mass action. The press has pub­
lished only a few  o f the instances 
of such action. L e t me g ive you 
some samples thus fa r  unknown, I  
believe, in  New Y o rk :

July 2: the ¡3. ¡3. C harlo tte  Schro­
der, Rostock, sailed th rough  the 
Brussels Canal. The Captain la te r 
reported to H it le r ’s offic ia l organ 
th a t some 500 men, women and 
ch ild ren on the banks showered 
the boat, w h ich  was fly in g  the Nazi 
flag, w ith  about 300 k ilos  o f stone, 
smashing the whole superstructure.

July 12: the S. S. Storman, Ham ­
burg, docked in  Odense, Denm ark. 
The protest s trike  against the Nazi 
flag  was so tum ultuous th a t the 
loca l trade union council fe l l  a ll 
over its e lf  to endorse the w orkers ’ 
action. The flag came down.

August 8: the ¡3. Id. De lia , B re ­
men, docked in  Follafuss, Norway, 
to load wood. The Captain refused 
the longshoremen’s demand to  low ­
er the Nazi flag. The sawyers 
came down fro m  the m ills , demon­
stra ted on the pier, and gave h im  
an hour to change his m ind. The 
flag came down. W hen the boat 
sailed, the workers massed on the 
p ie r and sang the In ternationa le . 
Punished by a three-day lockout, 
they held fas t and forced the boss­
es to reh ire  them.

In  the same week in  Apenrade, 
Denm ark, workers protested against 
the N azi flag  on the S. S. Maja, 
Danish Nazis were called in  to 
load. The trade unions o f Apen­
rade w ent on a one-hour general 
s tr ike  o f protest. The flag came 
down.

August 24: the S. S. D e lfin  IV  
docked a t Valdesm arskvik, Sweden. 
N o t even threats of expulsion by 
reactionary un ion officials deterred 
the protest against H itle rism . The 
flag came down.

You w i l l  doubtless be glad to  
learn th a t others endorse the idea 
o f an organized in te rna tiona l trans­
po rta tion  boycot. A n  early dis­
cussion o f the idea was by the Neue 
Weltbubne, a Germanlanguage pa 
per published by exiles in  Prague. 
T h is  group is the feeble voice of 
the rem nant o f le f t  bourgeoisie 
which has not abandoned its  figh t 
against H itle r is m ; o f its  outstand­
in g  leaders, C arl von Ossietsky is 
in  a Nazi concentration camp, and 
K u r t  Tucholsky has vanished com­
pletely. These people have called 
on “ the organized socialism of a il 
countries”  to jo in  in  such a boy­
co tt as you favo r. A  fo rm a l ca ll 
was sent to the 2nd and 3rd In te r­
nationals, the Am sterdam  T. U, 
center, the R. I .  L . U., the eooper- 
a tis t in te rna tiona ls  and to many 
m inor workers’ organizations pro­
posing a un ited fro n t conference 
to draw  up slogans and the de ta il­
ed stra tegy o f the boycott.

T h is  proposal has been accepted 
by the Independent Labor P a rty  of 
England, the I .  W. W., and several 
other labo r organizations. A ppar­
en tly  w ith o u t knowledge o f th is  
action, a congress o f Scandinavian 
w orkers ’ sport clubs m et in  Copen­
hagen on J u ly  7-8 and resolved on 
behalf o f 92,000 members (m ostly 
Social Democrats) “ to  iso late H it le r  
Germany”  by such a boycott. In  
the Arbeiderbiadet o f August 12, 
Tranm ael, cha irm an o f the N or­
wegian Labor P arty , (w h ich  be­
longs to no In te rn a tio n a l), w rote 
th a t his p a rty  in te rpre ts  the vague 
Brussels Resolution of the Second 
In te rn a tio n a l as meaning a trans­
po rta tion  boycott and nothing less. 
Most im portan t of a ll, a jo in t  re­
solution adopted by the I .  L . P., 
the Norwegian Labor P arty , the 
German S. A. P. and the D utch 
O. S. P. (the la s t tw o being co­
signatories o f the M anifesto of 
F ou r along w ith  the In te rn a tion a l 
L e ft O pposition) favors “ d irec t o r­

ganized action against Fascism of 
a ll m arine, ra ilroa d , transport and 
other workers”  in  the fo rm  o f an 
in d u s tr ia l and transporta tion  boy­
co tt. I t  proposes the fo llow ing  
slogans: reestablishm ent of element­
a ry  p o lit ic a l r ig h ts  o f w o rk e rs ; 
libe ra tion  of a l l p o lit ic a l p risone rs ; 
abo lition  o f concentration cam ps; 
cessation o f violence against po li­
tica l dissidents.

Supplementary action  of many 
varieties may be cited. F o r exam­
ple, the C. G. o f the Norwegian 
trade anions has ordered a protest 
s tr ike  against the v is it o f any Nazi 
representative to  Oslo, N o rw ay’s 
capita l. O nly hosp ita l and firemen 
are exempted fro m  the strike , 
much has ye t been done. The re-

However, fine a l l th is  sounds, not 
solutions are noble in  purpose bu t 
they haven’t  been carried  out. How  
can they be made effective is  a 
question w h ich  throw s us face to 
race w ith  some fa m ilia r, u n fo rtu n ­
ate facts. The bureaucrats o f the 
2nd In te rn a tion a l, the A. F . of L. 
etc., w ont move unless shoved.

Some Communists oppose the 
boycott because i t  w i l l  mean loss 
o f jobs to German workers, as 
though German workers who (those 
same Communists c la im ) can ap­
prove the U. S. S. R. having re­
la tions w ith  H it le r ,  would not un­
derstand the boycott and approve 
the loss of jobs. Some say th a t 
the boycott w i l l  benefit cap ita lis ts  
o f France, Am erica, etc. i f  the 
USSR— and r ig h t ly — trades w ith  
such cap ita lis ts  despite the fac t 
tha t they make a p ro fit, w hy should 
workers ' hesitate in  the boycott? 
Some say th a t boycott provokes 
war. And they are the same peo­
ple who procla im  th a t H it le r  is  
w a r th a t whatever helps smash 
h im  is a peace move, th a t to re­
fra in  fro m  h itt in g  h im  is to ex­
pedite war.

M ost fan ta s tic  of a l l  S ta lin is t 
arguments against the boycott is 
th a t i t  can not overthrow  H it le r  
any more than trade un ion action 
can, th a t on ly a revo lu tion  w i l l  do 
the job. No doubt. B u t a boycott 
can underm ine H it le r  so th a t the 
German workers can hope to fin ish 
h im  off by a revo lu tion . The boy­

co tt is  ju s t one move in  a long 
struggle. I ts  lim ita tio n s  are no 
more a ground fo r  re jec ting  i t  than 
are those o f trade unionism  fo r re­
je c tin g  tha t.

A rm ed insurrection  is  only, (a  b ig  
only, o f course) the fina l stage in  
a long process o f which both trade 
union strugg le and a rea l boycott 
can be im portan t parts. As tne 
M il ita n t  said, such a boycott can 
be “ a means of l i f t in g  up the 
sp ir its  o f tne German workers and1 
help ing them  to th e ir  feet a g a in . ..  
a dem onstration w h ich  would revive 
and strengthen the in te rna tiona l 
labor movement.”

B u t to the C. I .  a l l  th is  is sense­
less! No wonder the Captain of 
tne German tanker M al-K ah was 
surprised when, on A ugust IV, Com­
m un ist workers a t Loudden, Swe­
den, refused to  service his boat 
as long as i t  flew the N azi flag, 
even though they were employed 
by a naptha firm  belonging to a 
Soviet trus t. No wonder he com­
pla ined to reporters, saying th a t 
they do such th ings better in  Len­
ingrad where he flew h is  f ilth y  
pennant unmolested fo r  nine days !

A  long way the C. 1. has come! 
On January  14, 1921, fo r  example, 
the Executive Committee of the 
C. I .  procla im ed a boycott o f Spain 
in  response to the appeal o f the 
Spanish Confederation o f Labor. 
"The workers o f a i l  countries” , 
declared the E. C. C. I., “ w h ich was 
then under the leadership o f Lenin 
and T ro tsky, “ should refuse to load 
o r unload goods coming from  or 
destined fo r  Spain. They should 
refuse to buy any Spanish products. 
Isola ted from  the rest of the w orld , 
its  barbarism  exposed by the p ro­
le ta rians of a l l  lands, the Spanish 
bourgeoisie w i l l  have to cap itu ­
la te .”  The story of the boycotts 
against the H ungarian  W h ite  T e r­
ro r Government and against the 
Polish in te rven tion  in  the U. S. S. 
l i .  are too w e ll known to need re ­
pe titio n  here. They were bold 
w o rk ing  class tactics, and they had 
th e ir  f r u it .  They were in itia te d  
by the C I. to its  g lo ry  and benefit 
a t a tim e when the U. S. S. R. was 
fa r  weaker than i t  is  today.

—HARRY STRANG.
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Two Internationals
I.

The in te rna tiona l revo lu tionary 
movement is once again approach­
ing  a period o f c la rifica tio n  and 
reorganiza tion . T h is  tim e i t  oc­
curs as a resu lt o f a m a jo r defeat 
of the w o rk ing  class (G erm any), 
prov ing th a t an outstanding v ic to ry  
of the p ro le ta r ia t is  no t the on ly 
ax is  around which such revaluations 
and reorganizations take place.

Lenin, w ith o u t descending in to  
mechanics, described the epoch of 
im p e ria lis t cap ita lism  as the era of 
"w ars  and revo lu tions” , a l l the tim e 
po in ting  ou t th a t th is  st'age devel­
oped no t in  one s tra ig h t line, bu t 
embodied a ll the ebbs and flows in ­
herent in  any fo rm  o f decay. T rans­
la ted  in to  tne term s of revo lu tion­
a ry  po litics, th is  designation sig­
n ified th a t on a w o rld  scale the 
ob jective fac to rs  necessary as a 
pre-condition o f the pro le ta rian  rev­
o lu tion, were present. The analysis 
d id  no t exclude, bu t insisted, th a t 
the specific conditions o f a given 
country had always to be consider­
ed, in  order to effect such policies 
as w ould lead to the trium p h  of 
the p ro le ta ria t.

The Subjective F acto r
In  such an epoch the p rim a ry  

forces required to bring  about the 
overthrow  of cap ita lism , is  the 
subjective fac tor, the organized 
movement o f the w ork ing  class. I t  
is  a period in  w h ich the m ain 
stra teg ic a im  of the p ro le ta r ia t (the 
conquest o f power) becomes a rea l­
ity , the outcome depending on how 
w e ll the workers movement carries 
ou t its  tasks. I f  from  the in te rna ­
tion a l po in t o f view, the p ro le ta r­
ian revo lu tion  is on the order o f the 
day, i t  is  o f param ount im portance 
fo r the p ro le ta ria t to so organize 
its  tactics, th a t they w i l l  lead d ir ­
ec tly  to v ic tory. The subordina­
tion  of the m ain stra teg ic a im  of 
the p ro le ta ria t to the tac tica l phases 
of the class strugg le w ould mean 
the surrender o f the revo lu tion  and 
the decline o f the workers move­
ment in to  opportunism  and reform . 
Because the strugg le w i l l  resolve 
ite s lf  fin a lly  on the basis o f the 
strength or weaknesses of the  rev­
o lu tio na ry  p a rty  o f the w ork ing  
class, i t  is  incum bent upon every 
revo lu tiona ry  w orker to constantly 
examine and re-exam ine his pa rty  
in  order to observe how w e ll i t  
meets the demands o f the objective 
s itu a tio n  and to determ ine precisely 
w hether o r not i t  fu rth e rs  the  in ­
terests o f the pro le ta rian  revo lu­
tion . In  such a manner errors may 
be corrected, adjustm ents made and 
the p a rty  strengthened. I f  no pos­
s ib ilitie s  ex is t fo r  s trengthening o r 
correcting the organization, then i t  
w i l l  prove to be necessary to  reor­
ganize the ranks o f the workers 
movement upon a sound basis so 
th a t i t  can proceed to  ca rry  through 
the aim  of class conscious and rev­
o lu tiona ry  w o rke rs ; the overthrow  
o f cap ita lism . In  such m atters, 
fe tish ism  o f an organ ization w i l l  
not enhance ou r aims. Our opinions 
and policies can on ly be determ ined 
by ob jective analysis.

Downfall of the Second In te r­
national

The 2nd International ceased to

be a revo lu tionary organization 
when i t  subordinated the s tra teg ic  
a im  o f the workers to the exigencies 
of the ta c tica l struggle, f in a lly  
liq u id a tin g  the fo rm er en tire ly , 
transfo rm ing  the organ ization in to  
the w orld  p a rty  o f re form . W hen 
th is  trans fo rm a tion  took place i t  
would have been the he igh t o f fo lly  
to  expect o f the 2nd In te rn a tio n a l 
the prosecution o f the revo lu tion ­
a ry  strugg le fo r  power. I t  em bark­
ed upon a course o f saving and 
patching up the ro tt in g  s truc tu re  
o f w o rld  capita lism , thus creating 
tne need of constructing a new in ­
te rna tiona l of the p ro le ta rian  rev. 
o lu tion.

T h is new in te rna tiona l (The Com­
m unist In te rn a tio n a l) a ris ing  out 
of conditions created by the Rus­
sian revo lu tion  and the collapse of 
Social Democracy, reorganized the 
workers movement on the basis of 
M arxism , tak in g  as its  m ain policy, 
or po in t o f departure, the promo­
tio n  o f the w o rld  revo lu tion . The 
cen tra l po licy o f the Com m unist 
In te rn a tion a l rested upon its  con­
ception o f present-day Capita lism , 
entering its  fina l stage. Any other 
po licy w ou ld  not have conformed to  
the objective conditions and a con­
tin u a tio n  o f the line  pursued by so­
c ia l democracy could have had no 
other resu lt than a weakening o f 
the p ro le ta ria t. I f  the Communist 
In te rn a tio n a l gained g rea t strength 
du ring  its  early  years, i t  was due 
on ly to its  revo lu tiona ry  in te rna ­
tio n a lis t policy. I t  entered in to  de­
c line  precisely a t the movement i t  
substitu ted a na tion a lis t dogma fo r 
the in te rna tiona l revo lu tion.

When an in te rna tiona l o f the 
w ork ing  class fa ils  to respond to  
the needs o f the ob jective condi­
tions, when i t  substitutes the m ain 
s tra teg ic  a im  of the revo lu tion  w ith  
re form  measures o r pure ly  tac tica l 
considerations, or, i f  i t  subord in­
ates the in terests o f the w o rld  rev­
o lu tion  to the construction  o f na­
tio n a l socialism, th a t organization, 
by and large, ceases to  ex is t as the 
in te rna tiona l o f the pro le ta rian  
revo lution.

In te rn a tio n a l Social Democracy 
earned its  spurs d u rin g  the  war. 
I t  surrendered to im peria lism , sup­
ported the cap ita lis t w ar, opposed 
the October insurrection, betrayed 
the German revo lu tion , m urdered 
Liebknecht and Luxem burg, entered 
coa lition  cap ita lis t governments. In  
a word i t  embarked upon a course 
o f saving w o rld  cap ita lism . O bvi­
ously, among revolutionaries, there 
can be no dispute over the ques­
tion  o f whether o r no t, the 2nd In ­
te rna tiona l represents the in terests 
o f the w o rld  p ro le ta ria t.

Since the w ar, m uch has been 
w ritte n  on th is  topic, and there  is 
no need to  belabor the po in t. I t  
is  In teresting however, to observe 
its  actions in  Germany du ring  the 
rise o f Fascism and fo llo w in g  H i t ­
le r ’s v ic to ry  because they bear ou t 
fu r th e r  the above contentions. Then 
too, i t  w i l l  pe rm it o f ju dg ing  th e ir  
actions alongside o f the actions of 
the S ta lin is ts  and in  such a m an­
ner d raw  the necessary lessons from  
th is  h igh ly  im p o rtan t event.

—ALBERT GLOTZER.
Continued in  the next issue

W ho A re  the “ Chiselers” ?
A  substan tia l pa rt or tne presi­

dent's last rad io address was de­
voted to v itup e ra tion  against tne
"ch iselers” . A lthough, as members
o f tne w o rk ing  class we have a l­
ways been against th is  chiseling 
system— of cap ita lism — we cannot 
help po in ting  ou t the in jus tice  of 
UUs a tta ck  in  itse lf.

*  *  *  *

F or who, a fte r a ll, are these par­
t ic u la r "cniseiers’ ? They are, in  
the m ain, the sm all bosses, the 
peanut businessmen. Tney are, to r  
instance, tne social prop of th a t big 
n u ll of iviid-W estern reoeinon. They 
are the boys who live  in  deadly 
uread of oig tim e com petition.

* * * *
Take the Swopes, the Owen 

itoungs, me steel magnates anu the 
texuie barons. A "rair code of 
competition'—that is just their 
meat. Tney have big capital re­
serves, tremendous credit resources, 
gigantic mass production facilities, 
xney nave hosls of lawyers to wind 
their way out or any "labor pro­
visions ”. What chance has the 
poor little cuiseier to keep pace 
wiLii them? He has to live anu 
prouuce on a nanu-to-mouth pro­
position. The bang: is down on nis 
liecs every minute of tne day. The 
legal sharp charges exhoroitant 
tees. Gan he help lengthening 
hours and cutting wages. Can he 
do anything but perpetuate the 
sweatshops and skin his neighbor?

Not i f  ne wants to keep ins place 
under the ca p ita lis t sun. A nu yet, 
N itA  or no N R  A, he feels i t  in  his 
veins— th a t sun is setting fo r  him .

* * * *
H earst to the Rescue

The N R A  obviously hastened the 
eclipse of sm all f r y  in  business and 
in du s try . No doubt the rea l fra m ­
ers of i t  made "reorgau iza tion  and 
cen tra liza tion  o f business”  one of 
the nuuu objectives. The l i t t le  
fe llow s  ie lt  it .

* * * *
When M r. Ford  bucked up against 

the Dig bad w o lf, he became the ir 
ido l. M r. Ford, of course, had no 
need of a “ code o f fa ir  com petition” . 
There are no sm all f r y  to w ipe ou t 
in  his field.

*  *  *  *

Now M r. H earst comes to th e ir  
rescue. And tn a t s encouraging fo r 
cnern.

— "T he b lig h tin g  effect o f N R A  
po licy ”, says the w h ite  hope of the 
m idd le  class, “ has been so complete 
tha t a ju s tifiab le  in te rp re ta tion  of 
the le tte rs  N R A  would make them 
read appropria te ly , ’No Recovery 
A llow ed.’ ”

* * * *
The H earst newspaper chain was 

among the f irs t to back Roosevelt 
and boost the New Deal, i ts  pre­
sent defection is, there lore, a blow 
w ith  an ex tra  sharp sting  to it .

* * * *
W hich W ay Is  the New W ind

Blowing?
W hile  i t  reflects a w idespread 

movement, the H ears tian  pronuncia- 
meuto no doubt bas aims o f its  
own. M r. H ears t ife a jin g o  p a tr io t 
of the f irs t w ater. A nd  he is c ir ­
cumspect in  his pa trio tism .

He backed the New Deal in  its  
efforts to harness Am erican cap i­
ta lism  to a single aim — na tiona l 
concentration in  the preparation 
fo r  a new lunge a t the w o rld  m ar­
ket.

W hen the na tiona l concentra tion 
o f cap ita l reached a po in t where i t  
threatens the p o lit ic a l concentra­
tio n  he balks. The sm all business­
man is the iudispensib le prop in  
case o f w ar, the m idd le  class is the 
fina l resort of B ig  Business in  case 
o f a w orkers ’ rebellion.

*  *  *  *

— “ I t  imposed,”  runs M r. I le a rs t ’s 
ind ic tm en t against the NR A, “ upon 
indus try , s trugg ling  towards recov­
ery, shorter hours and h igher pay
and greater em ploym ent...........than
inuds try  was able to bear (s ic ) .”

* * * *
There you have a successor to 

N R A : the remedy is a re tu rn  to 
longer hours, less pay and lesser 
employment. I f  the sm all business­
man can’t  bear the burden, the 
w orker c a n !

*  *  *  *

This great v ision is dubbed by 
M r. H e a rs t: “ Back to Dem ocracy” . 
M a rk  Sullivan, the T o ry  correspon­
dent of the N . Y . T ribune , th inks  
th a t its  proponents should be ca ll­
ed the “ new libe ra ls ”

* * * *
A  London news dispatch says tlia,,, 

the speculators there have become 
so cyn ica l, every tim e there :is 
some new decla ra tion  about the 
soundness o f currency or business 
— they rush to sell short. E very  
tim e the boss class and th e ir press 
lackeys begin to ta lk  about “ Back 
to Democracy”  and “ L ibe ra lism ” , 
i t ’s a c inch there ’s a b ig  c lub h id ­
den somewhere fo r  the workers.

*  *  *  *

As to  the W orkers
The N R A — like  the League o f Na­

tions— is tum bling. The w orker 
who wants to keep his s h ir t  on his 
back had bette r jo in  a union. A nd 
get his fe llo w  workers to jo in . I t ’s 
going to be a tough fighit, fro m  the 
looks o f things. And i t ’l l  take a l l 
o f those 10,000,000 new members 
B i l l  Green has been ta lk in g  about, 
to hold our own.

B i l l  Green is  ju s t ta lk ing . I t ’s 
up to you and you to do the  job, 
Green and no Green. W ork ing  
class u n ity — fo r  h igher wages, fo r  
the s ix  hour day, five day week; 
fo r  unemployment insurance— there 
is the f irs t step to  get r id  o f 
chiselers and chiseldom. — G .. . .U .


