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T h e  New Rift in the Lovestone 
Group—and the New  Party

A fte r  having been s la in  so olcen, 
the very much alive flesh and blood 
specter of “ T ro tsky ism ”  has risen 
again to d is tu rb  the equanim ity of 
the Lovestone group. A  ca ll has 
been issued fo r  a na tiona l confer
ence next month, and the curren t 
issue of the W orkers Age p rin ts  a 
discussion supplement in  which are 
published the statement of the m a j
o r ity  “ On the ‘New’ P a rty  and T ro t
skyism ” , and the m in o rity  statement 
by Zam “ F o r a New Perspective fo r 
O ur Group” . The dispute is the 
second one in  a year to w rack  the 
f r a i l  body o f the Am erican R igh t 
w ing, and the la test one promises 
to have even more fa r-reaching con
sequences than the one w h ich  pre
ceded it .

T ha t the discussion should re 
volve around the recent German 
events and the problem  o f a new 
Communist pa rty  and in te rna tion 
a l a ris ing  out o f them, is already 
h igh ly  sign ificant. In  the firs t 
place, i t  is a w a rn ing  reve la tion of 
how the overwhelm ing pressure of 
in te rna tiona l (the socalled " fo r 
eign” ) questions inexorably crush
es every fu t ile  attempt, to establish 
a revo lu tiona ry  organization and 
po licy on pure ly  “ Am erican”  issues 
(w hatever they may b e !). In  the 
seocnd place, i t  again attests the 
fa c t th a t the regenerated Commun
is t  movement w i l l  and can come 
in to  existence p r im a rily  on the 
basis o f the position taken towards 
the August 4 th  o f S ta lin is m ; its  
cap itu la tion  to Fascism in  Germany. 
And no t as an isolated instance, or 
an episodic incident, bu t as the 
crow ning po in t o f ten years o f 
policies w h ich  have converted the 
Communist In te rn a tion a l from  the 
general s ta ff o f the w o rld  revo lu
tion , in to  a brake on the w orld  
revo lu tion  operated by the omni- 
poaent S ta lin  secretariat.

The a ttitud e  to be taken to the 
problem re ferred to has already 
aroused storm y discussions in  most 
sections of the rad ica l labor move
ment o f Europe. However content
ed conservative offic ia ls may be 
w ith  the way m atters have gone up 
to  now, however re luc tan t they 
may be to engage in  a discussion 
of the problem  of the new In te r
na tiona l w h ich  is now posed as im 
periously as i t  was a fte r August 
4, 1914, the discussion is never
theless fo rc ing  its  way in to  the 
pores o f one organ ization a fte r  an
other. N o t even the Lovestone 
group is  exempt from  th is  pene
tra tion . And i f  the offic ia l S ta lin 
is t parties w i l l  be among the las t 
to reveal an open concern w ith  the 
problem  and to  b ring  fo rw a rd  a 
sector w h ich  w i l l  con tribu te seri
ous forces to the new movement, 
i t  is  no t because they enjoy any 
organic im m u n ity  from  it ,  b u t on ly 
because the m olecular processes of 
d iffe ren tia tion  already a t w o rk  have 
no t yet gained sufficient s trength 
to break the m om entarily  effective 
stranglehold w ith  w h ich  the bu
reaucracy is th ro tt lin g  a l l c ritic ism  
and progress.

The Lovestone group suffered a 
blow several months ago when the 
group supporting the views of 
G itlow — w hich  has now taken a 
favorable position towards the 
slogan o f a new Communist party  
and in te rna tiona l— broke away from  
it .  The new in te rn a l struggle is an 
echo and a continuation  o f tha t 
rup ture. The statement o f H . Zam, 
the o ffic ia l and so lita ry  represen
ta tive  of the m in o rity  on the Na
tion a l Committee, declares fo r a 
new Communist pa rty  in  the U n ited 
States and in  every other cap ita lis t 
country, th a t is, fo r  a new Com
m un ist In te rn a tio n a l outside o f the 
Soviet Union and exclusive of any 
Russian section. Zam’s member
ship on the N a tiona l Committee fac
ilita te s  fo r  the tim e being his role 
as offic ia l representative of the new 
current, a lthough the genuinely pro
gressive tendency in  the Lovestone 
group does not and cannot find  in  
h im  anyth ing more than a fo r tu it 
ous and unauthentic spokesman. 
B u t a lthough tru e r voices w i l l  
speak out tom orrow , i t  is  the two 
“ o ffic ia l”  currents w h ich  concern 
us a t present, the offic ia l statements 
in  the discussion supplement of the 
Age.

Le t us f irs t  examine the declara
tion  o f the Committee m a jo rity .

The Lovestone document— in te r
spersed w ith  the customary false
hoods, inventions, d is to rtions about 
the “ T ro tsky ites” — proceeds from  
the idea th a t no new course is 
needed fo r  the simple reason tha t 
no change has taken place in  the 
s itua tion . The sole c r it ic is m  tha t 
Lovestone m usters up boldness 
enough to make o f the disastrous 
course o f S ta lin ism  in  the German 
situa tion , is  contained in  the weasel 
words about “ its  fa ilu re  to apply 
effective tac tics  to realize its  cor
rect Communist princ ip les and 
aims” . N o th ing  m ore!

The fa c t th a t the Communist 
p a rty  was de libera te ly  proh ib ited  
by its  own and the Moscow bureau
cracy from  effecting tha t element
ary, obviously im pera tive  and ob
v iously correct un ited  fro n t which 
would have crushed Fascism before 
i t  came to  pow er; the fa c t th a t the

Fascists were allow ed to come in to  
power and to  consolidate i t  w ith 
out the Communist p a rty  l i f t in g  a 
finger to organize the s ligh test re
sistance to  them ; the fa c t tha t the 
las t o f the parties in  the Com intern 
th a t retained a mass basis up to 
then now lies crushed, bleeding 
from  a thousand fa ta l wounds, com
p le te ly  incapacitated— th a t is, has 
collapsed; the fa c t tha t the catas
troph ic  course w h ich  rendered th is  
outcome inev itab le  has been offic i
a lly  canonized by the Com intern and 
a l l  its  sections w ith o u t the s lig h t
est a ttem pt a t se lf-c ritic ism  o r re
va lua tion ; these facts and dozens 
o f others wh ich proc la im  from  the 
housetops the collapse o f the Com
m unist In te rn a tion a l— are b lith e ly  
dismissed w ith  the observation tha t, 
although they had correct Commun
is t princip les (the  na tiona lis tic  
dogma of socialism in  one c o u n try !) 
and aims (the “ people’s revo lu tion ”  
and the “ na tiona l’ emancipation of 
G erm any!) ,  the S ta lin is ts  were not 
so effective w ith  th e ir  tactics. Here 
you have revived the theory th a t i f  
the monarch lost both ba ttle  and 
kingdom, i t  was only fo r  w ant of 
a horse-shoe na il. The story was 
plausible and am using in  k inde r
garten books. In  the present case, 
i t  is  no th ing less than a despicable 
attem pt at whitew ashing the S tal
in is t c rim ina ls  who are responsible 
fo r  the tragedy o f the German pro
le ta r ia t and, im p lic itly , th e ir  dis
charged R ig h t w ing  flunkies who 
seek re -h iring .

“Genuine Opposition to Fascism
The S ta lin is ts  in  Germany have 

not had th e ir  August 4th, argues 
the thesis. “ No one can doubt the 
s in ce rity  and genuineness of the 
offic ia l C. P. G.s opposition to 
Fascism a t any- stage o f develop
ment,”  i t  declares. There is no 
way, however, of m easuring sincer
ity  in  po litics . There is no such 
th in g  as a “ sincerometer” , as Lenin 
once to ld  Serra ti, nor is there a 
need fo r  one in  po litics. S incerity  
does not weigh decisively on the 
scales of the class struggle, and 
w hat is im portan t is no t an in s tru 
ment to measure i t  (and there is 
none), bu t an ins trum en t w ith  
which to  take the measure of p o li
tica l tendencies, o f programs, of 
actions. T ha t instrum ent is M a rx 
ism.

No sincerer opponent to the im - 

( Continued on page 4)

On Ju ly  19th, 1933, a t the recent 
B  .of L. E. Convention a t Cleveland, 
Ohio, the “ Progressive Club of E n . 
ginemen”  was started by 74 mem
bers o f the progressive block in  
tha t Convention. The progressive 
movement has already taken on an 
organized fo rm  inside of the B. of 
L. E . T h is  m in o rity  movement 
grew up and developed on and 
around a 25 po in t program  of much 
needed changes in  the organiza
tion . Among other things, the p ro
gressive m in o rity  program  called 
fo r  the “ In it ia t iv e  Referendum and 
Recall”  ; abo lition  of a ll gag laws 
and secret w o rk  and the re insta te
ment o f a ll gag law  v ic tim s ; fo r  
a new set o f officials w ith  low er 
salaries ; fo r  the rem oval of the B. 
of L . E. headquarters fro m  Cleve
land to Chicago, etc.

However, the Johnston machine 
had a suffic ient m a jo r ity  to contro l 
the convention, and were able, w ith  
one or two exceptions, to prevent 
the proposals of the progressives 
from  being enacted in to  law . When 
these progressive delegates saw 
tha t th e ir  program  was being de
feated they decided to launch an 
organized progressive movement In 
side o f both of the tw o Engineers’ 
Brotherhoods to  perpetuate and 
keep alive the progressive program  
defeated a t the B. o f L . E. conven
tion , and the resu lt was the P ro
gressive Club o f Enginemen. E very 
locomotive engineer, firem an and 
hostler who is a member o r e lig ib le  
to membership in  the tw o engine- 
mens’ brotherhoods and who sub
scribes to the progressive program , 
m ay jo in  the Progressive C lub o f 
Enginemen.

There is ce rta in ly  a bife and fe r
t ile  fie ld fo r  an organized progres
s ive  m in o rity  movement in  the En- 
ginemens’ Brotherhoods as w e ll as 
in  the 21 R a ilroad1 Unions. The 
M inneapolis R a ilroad Council Move
ment aims to  do the same th in g  in 
side of the 21 ra ilroa d  unions th a t 
the Progressive Club o f Enginemen 
aims to  do inside of the Engineers’ 
and Firemens’ unions. Instead o f 
leadership and program  the R a il
road Brotherhoods have a w e ll o r
ganized bureaucratic autocracy 
which has entrenched its e lf  behind 
gag laws, obligations, secret w o rk  
and a very t ig h t ly  censored B ro th 
erhood press. No member o f the 
21 R a ilroad Brotherhoods can even 
m ild ly  c rit ic iz e  h is adm in is tra tion ’s

Boycott o f Germany
(R esolu tion o f the In te rn a tio n a l 
Plenum o f the Bolshevik-Lenin. 
is ts.)

The boycott is  an im p o rtan t 
weapon in  the in te rna tiona l 
strugg le against H it le r  Germany 
I t  is  an elementary t ru th  th a t 
the boycott cannot overth row  
H itle r .  B u t i t  can force h im  to 
make ce rta in  concessions and i t  
can help tne defeated German 
w o rk ing  class, as w e ll as the 
w orld  s w o rk ing  class, in  regain
in g  confidence in  the power of 
p ro le ta rian  in te rna tiona lism .

The boycott o f goods, support
ed by bourgeois and lib e ra l Jew
ish organizations, transform s th is  
merhod of struggle against H it le r  
in to  a means o f bourgeois com
pe tition  and ideologic preparation 
to r  w ar, and in to  tne creation of 
a "co llabo ra tion ”  between the 
bourgeoisie and the p ro le ta ria t, 
in  view  o f com ing w ar.

The boycott o f German goods 
is also propagated in  the same 
sense by the re fo rm is t lackeys 
o f cap ita lism . The revo lu tiona ry  
p ro le ta r ia t can take p a rt on ly in  
an active  boycott, w h ich  also de
velops the class strugg le against 
its  own bourgeois ie ; boycott of 
shipping, s trikes o f seamen, long- 
shoresmen and ra ilroa d  workers.

The 3rd In te rn a tion a l, re fus ing 
any boycott in  the in te rest of 
the com m ercial po licy o f the So
v ie t Union, shows again its  in 
a b il i ty  to defend the class in te r
ests o f the p ro le ta r ia t; an in 
a b il i ty  w h ich  is due to the non- 
M a rx is t po licy o f socialism  in 
one country. Experience has 
proved th a t the boycott has no 
meaning unless i t  is  conducted 
by the mass organizations o f the 
p ro le ta ria t, and i f  i t  is  designed1 
to a tta in  an aim  in  a defin ite 
period o f tim e. T h is  is w hy the 
boycott should be preceded by 
system atic propaganda and by 
the creation o f a un ited  fro n t 
which w i l l  pe rm it the pro jection 
o f the boycott w ith  a determ in
ed aim  and a t the same tim e 
w ith  a l l the necessary force.

I t  is  in  th is  sense th a t the 
Plenum o f the In te rn a tio n a l Op
position has addressed its e lf  to 
a l l w orkers organizations on 
August 28, and again in  its  ap
peal on the subject o f the t r ia l  
on the bu rn ing  o f the Reichstag 
fo r  jo in t  action o f a ll workers 
organizations.

International Secretariat.
September 28, 1933

po licy and program  w ith o u t runn ing  
counter to some gag law  w h ich  w i l l  
cause his expulsion.

The offic ia l bureaucrats are 
strang ling , as much as possible, a ll 
memnership a c tiv ity — fo r the many 
needed changes in  the ra ilroad  
unions, i t  is  a lm ost im possib le 
to get them to attend a Union meet
ing  w ith  a constructive  program  
lis ted  fo r discussion and action, 
f’ney are urg ing  cancella tion of 
Conventions in  tne in te rest o f eco
nomy because they have no program  
to present to the membership a t 
these conventions save th a t o f pay
ing  dues and keep th ings as they 
are. The Progressive C lub of E n 
ginemen as w e ll as R a ilroad Coun
c ils  a t a l l ra ilroa d  te rm ina ls  is  a 
logica l and p ra c tica l reaction o f the 
ra ilroa d  workers to  the bankrupt 
program  o f the overpaid and use
less swarms o f c ra ft offic ia ls who 
keep the ra ilroa d  workers d ivided 
and helpless fo r  th e ir  personal 
benefit.

The Progressive Club of Engine- 
men should pu t a f u l l  tim e func
tion a ry  on the job  a t its  headquart
ers in  Cleveland, launch a m onth ly  
paper or b u lle tin  to  guide and ac- 
tiv ize  the movement and to fu rn 
ish the membership of the d iffe rent 
Clubs w ith  a c ircu la tin g  medium fo r  
th e ir ideas. The General Secretary 
o f the Progressive Club of Engine- 
men is, C. E. Hennies, member 
D iv is ion  No. 3, B. o f L . E., 822 E. 
157th St., Cleveland, Ohio.

—RAILROADER.

YAK IM A  HOP PICKERS S TILL
IM PRISO NED IN  STOCKADE
More than h a lf  o f the o rig in a l 

seventy I .  W . W . members who were 
attacked and herded in to  a stock
ade a t Yakim a, Wash, d u rin g  a hop 
pickers’ s tr ike  la te  in  August by 
“ p ickhandle brigades”  and v ig il
antes are being s t i l l  held in  the 
stockade fo r  t r ia l  accodring to a 
report received by the Am erican 
C iv il L ibe rties  Union fro m  its  loca l 
representative. S ix persons, fo u r 
of whom are Communists, are charg
ed w ith  c rim ina l syndicalism , ten 
w ith  u n la w fu l assembly, th ir ty -  
three w ith  f irs t degree assault. The 
tr ia ls  w i l l  be conducted in  an atm o
sphere b itte r ly  hostile to the s tr ik 
ers. M ark  L itchm an  has been re
ta ined to handle the cases by the 
General Defense Committee o f the 
I.  W . W.

Progressive Enginemen O rg a n ize  
For Reform of Railroad Unions

Stalinists Expel 3 
Food Workers 

from Union

New York.— Three m ilita n ts  of 
years standing in  the revo lu tiona ry  
and labor movements have ju s t been 
expelled from  the Food W orkers 
In d u s tr ia l Union in  New Y ork  fo r 
the crim e o f disagreeing w ith  the 
p o lit ic a l views o f the S ta lin is ts  in  
con tro l o f the organization and fo r 
supporting the standpoint of the 
L e ft Opposition. A t  the same tim e 
th a t th is  reactionary deed was com
m itted, the S ta lin is ts  borrowed an
other lea f fro m  the book o f labor 
fakerdom  and used the economic 
club against one o f the expelled by 
f ir in g  her from  the job w h ich  the 
un ion bureaucracy controls.

The m ilita n ts  involved are Seb
astian Pappas and Sylv ia  Weiner, 
tw o founders o f the union, and one 
o f its  most qualified organizers, 
James Gordon. There is not an 
organized w orker in  the food in 
d u s try  who is not acquainted w ith  
a l l three m ilita n ts  fo r  th e ir  ac tiv 
itie s  in  the union, in  strikes and on 
picket lines, fo r th e ir  com bativ ity  
w h ich has more than once brought 
about th e ir  arrest and im prison
ment. Despite the fa c t th a t a/U 
three o f them enjoy a blameless re
cord in  the movement, the S ta lin 
ists sat in  judgm ent upon them in  
typ ica l s ta r chamber proceedings 
and p rom ptly  expelled them.

Culmination of Long Fight
The expulsion comes a t the con

clusion o f a long figh t w ith in  the 
union w h ich  began even p rio r to 
inexcusable sp littin g  o f the A m a l
gamated Food W orkers Union by 
the S ta lin is ts  fo r the purpose of 
c reating the “ red”  Food W orkers 
In d u s tr ia l Union. F o r some tim e 
now the expelled members, whose, 
loya lty  nobody has ever been able 
to challenge, have been attem pting  
to correct the pernicious course be
ing  pursued in  the F. W . I.  U. by 
its  S ta lin is t officialdom. The aim  
o f the L e ft O ppositionists in  the 
organization has consistently been 
to establish one un ited union in  the 
indus try  and to  re-establish a genu
ine L e ft w ing  movement not isolated 
from  the masses of the food w o rk 
ers.

Never able to  meet the arguments 
made by our comrades, the S ta lin 
ists have instead sought fo r  some 
tim e now to  w h ip  up the member
sh ip  to a lynch ing  s p ir it  fo r  the 
purpose o f fa c il ita t in g  the expul
sion o f the workers who were a 
tho rn  in  the side of the bureau
cracy. Then, having reduced the 
union to a caricature , not much 
greater in  s trength and influence 
than the S ta lin is t p a rty  frac tion  
w h ich completely dominates it ,  the 
officia ldom  brought trumped-up 
charges against the three m ilita n ts  
and pronounced sentence of expul
sion upon them.

The most despicable act of the 
S ta lin is ts  consists in  the f ir in g  o f 
Sylvia W einer from  her job in  the 
“ Coops” , a S ta lin is t in s titu tio n  
where she had been a t w o rk  up ot 
the tim e o f her expulsion. The 
ca p ita lis t uses precisely the same 
method o f f ir in g  and b lack lis ting  
in  order to starve out m ilita n ts  in  
the shop u n til “ they come to the ir 
senses” . The A. F . o f L . agents of 
cap ita lism  use the same method in  
o rder to r id  themselves o f c ritics  
and opponents in  the un io ns : they 
take them off the job, keep them 
unemployed w ith o u t the poss ib ility  
o f ge tting  w o rk  elsewhere, and thus 
t r y  to  starve the class conscious 
fighters in to  submission to the 
machine. Sylv ia  W einer’s discharge 
does not leave a single spot on her 
s te rling  record in  the u n io n ; i t  
does, however, brand the cynical 
bureaucracy w h ich  com m itted the 
act w ith  an ineradicable stigma.

Rank and F ile Indignant
Scores o f workers are seething 

w ith  ind igna tion  a t the expulsion 
which every ran k  and file r under
stands to be based exclusive ly on 
the p o litica l opinions of the three 
comrades. M ilita n ts  in  the food 
and needle trades industries who 
have worked and fought side by 
side w ith  our comrades in  a dozen 
battles, refuse to sw allow  the crude 
and disgraceful action of the S ta l
in is ts . The la tte r  have not heard 
the las t o f th is  expulsion. There 
are m any workers who are deter
mined to make a vigorous protest 
in  every organization against the 
action. The hope o f the S ta lin ists 
to fin ish  off th e ir  business in  the 
da rk  o f the moon and in  the confines 
of th e ir  t r ia l  chambers w ill,  we are 
confident, be successfully spiked by 
resolute m ilitan ts . The S talin ists, 
in  th is  case a t least, w i l l  be com
pelled to answer fo r  th e ir  action 
before an in fin ite ly  more a u tho rita 
tive  cou rt than th a t which tried' 
the th ree : the court of the workers 
and th e ir  organizations. The S tal
in is ts  w i l l  be confronted by m il i
tan ts in  the food industry , in  the 
needle trades unions and elsewhere 
and made to  explain.

T h is  crim e w i l l  no t be allowed 
to  pass w ith  im p un ity—bear th a t 
In m ind, Messrs. S ta lin is ts !

A  Letter from Prison
Nov. 6, 1933 

G loucester N . J.
The Militant»
Comrades:—

I  believe you should know 
th a t the I.  L . D . have not given 
me any consideration whatsoever 
a t any tim e du ring  the 5 months 
th a t I  have been incarcerated 
ow ing to  m y active  w o rk  fo r  our 
cause. I  expect no action  from  
th is  source and I  feel th a t the 
A tto rney is no t being encouraged 
to exe rt the energy in  my behalf 
th a t I  know he can and is quite 
efficient to do. I  am confident 
th a t he is perfectly  O. K . bu t is 
no t receiving the a tten tion  and 
care to enable h im  to forge ahead 
in  the cause fo r w h ich  I  confid
ently stand.

I  am personally w ith o u t funds 
and deprived o f even smoking, 
also o ther incidenta ls w h ich  a 
person re a lly  needs. I  am sure 
m y comrades do no t know these 
circumstances fo r  I  am positive 
th a t they realize I  face m y duty 
un flinch ing ly  and so do w a rra n t 
consideration in  our u n ity  of 
cause.

I t  would please me so much 
i f  you w i l l  k in d ly  fo rw a rd  the 
“ Modern M on th ly ”  and keep me 
in  m ind as I  am sure you rea l
ize I  r ig h t ly  w a rra n t by my 
comrades.

The M ilitan t is  coming to me 
reg u la rly  and I  w an t you to 
know th a t I  appreciate a l l you 
do to insp ire  and fu rth e r w hat 
is R igh t-F o r-A ll.

I  have no t heard any definite 
news fo r  qu ite  some tim e, the 
la test given to me here is tha t 
I  be deported to Ita ly .
W ith  K indest Personal Regards, 

Believe me Sincerely,
CO M RADE B E LLU S S I.

Note: Letters to comrade Bel. 
lussi should be addressed as fol
lows: Anthony Rellussi, Deten
tion House» Philadelphia Im m i
gration Station, Gloucester Ciflf. 
New Jersey.

N.Y. Food W orkers Turn 
To Trade Union A c t io n

Sentiment for Aggressive Organization Struggle 
Follows N .R .A . Fiasco; Hotel Strike in Prospect

New Y ork .— W hile  the organiza
tion  campaign d rive  of the H ote l 
and Restaurant Union Branch of 
the A. F. W. is going on as reported 
previously the Union is confronted 
now w ith  a new serious s itua tion . 
The bosses realize th a t our Union 
is becoming a pow erfu l force and 
they are preparing to s trike  the 
Union a blow.

They fa iled  to  line  up the Vate l 
C lub members fo r  the Company 
Union and they are concentrating 
a t present on the Geneva Associa
tion . The b ig  H o te l owners are 
w ork ing  m ethodically in  creating 
the scabbing m achinery. They have 
already begun to  force the workers 
of T a ft and New Y orker H o te ls  to 
jo in  the company Union, and fo r 
obvious reasons. These Hotels so 
fa r  have very few  union members. 
T h is  fac t alone should convince ev
ery food w o rke r th a t in  order to 
protect his in terests he must not 
on ly jo in  the Un ion bu t convince 
his fe llow  workers to  do the same.

The N R A  illus ions even among 
the unionized workers were very 
strong. B u t now they begin to 
realize th a t the on ly  road to fo llow  
is a more d irec t action against the 
bosses. The N R A  officials d id  not 
l i f t  a finger to he lp any w orker 
bu t sure ly they did  w o rk  very  hard 
in  pro tecting  the interests of the 
bosses.

Besides the  above mentioned be
hav io r o f the loca l N R A  officials 
news reached us from  W ashington 
th a t the President is ready to  sign 
the H ote l Code w ith o u t any consul
ta tion  w ith  the Labor Unions. Of 
course th is  is an open v io la tio n  of 
the law  known as the N R A  but the 
class conscious workers d id  not 
en terta in  any doubts th a t the capi-

' Good Government' Cleans Up in the 
New York Municipal Election

The T ige r’s ta i l  has been tw isted. 
The “ rascals”  have been driven out 
o f office. The * “ m illen iu m ”  o f the 
end o f “ bossism”  has come to New 
York. Honest-to-goodness govern
ment is insta lled  in  power and the 
days o f co rrup tion , skull-duggery 
and p o litica l racketeering are over, 
The sh in ing champion of cheapness 
and honesty in  m un ic ipa l adm in is
tra tion , the master demagogue, 
F io re llo  H . La G uard ia is ensconsed 
in  C ity  H a ll to the great re jo ic ing  
o f the “ economy”  experts, the pious 
C hristians, the yellow  press, the in 
numerable office-seekers —  not to 
m ention the B ig  Boys who hacked 
and financed his campaign.

I t  was a tense campaign filled  
w ith  recrim ina tion  abuse and char
acter assassination in  w h ich the 
r ig h t was no doubt shared by a ll 
the contestants fo r the m ayora lty  
a like. There can he no doubt tha t 
th is  election m ust have been a rea l 
t ic k le r  to anyone w ith  a sense of 
humor.

The great issue trum pted up and 
down our fa ir  c ity  was boss o r no 
boss. Tam m any’s candidate, the 
others adm itted, was a square 
shooter bu t “ Honest”  John O’B rien  
had an ev il genius behind h im  w h is
pering M ephistofe lian advice in to  
ihs ear. “ H o ly ”  Joe McKee the 
crusader against Tammany d ic ta
tio n  was accused o f being the cats- 
paw o f the same k in d  o f boss dom- 
ine ring  which he inveighed so 
s trong ly  against. And La Guardia, 
ever ready w ith  rad ica l phrases to 
please the demos, was charged w ith  
being a Communist. No less!

A Rude Awakening
The rude awakening w i l l  come 

fo r  the masses in  New Y ork  when 
they discover th a t the election pro
mises to clean up the c ity , to make 
an end to corruption, whether car
ried out or bu rs ting  lik e  soap bub
bles, w i l l  no t make a pa rtic le  of 
difference in  th e ir economic condi
tions. The dead w eight o f the fo u r 
years o f abysmal p riva tion , and 
body-w racking unemployment, w i l l  
not be lightened when and i f  the 
gra fte rs are cleaned ou t by La 
Guardia.

Q uite another m atter are the 
promises M r. La G uardia has made 
to in troduce “ economy”  in to  the c ity  
adm in is tra tion , where he contends 
extravagent waste has prevailed 
under Tamany. When La  G uardia 
ta lks  of “ economy”  he is  not ad
dressing h im self to the workers but 
to the gentlemen o f W a ll Street 
who w i l l  supervise h is  actions in  
office. The New Y ork  C ity  gov
ernm ent is saddled w ith  a huge 
debt to Morgan, Rockefeller et al. 
who w ant i t  honored, the  p rinc ipa l 
and the interest. The panaceas her
alded by La  G uardia and others, 
ta h t dispensing w ith  useless office 
holders w i l l  balance the budget and 
provide funds to meet the c ity ’s 
ob ligations are so much election 
ran ting . I f  th is  debt is to be met 
— and the banker» are demanding

th e ir  pound o f flesh— then the dem
agogic phrase-mongering o f La  
G uardia w i l l  give way to 
rea lity .

The necessary funds w i l l  come 
out o f the hides o f the to ilin g  popu
la tion  o f the c ity  of New York. 
Education fa c ilit ie s  w i l l  be stripped 
and the wages o f the teachers cut. 
The n icke l fa re  w i l l  pass in to  
ob liv ion. Unemployment re lie f w i l l  
be d ra s tica lly  slashed fro m  the m is
erable pitance i t  is to d a y ; the Rep
ublican instead of the Tammany 
camp-followers w i l l  be its  chief 
beneficiaries. In junc tions , police 
terrorism , s tr ik e  breaking— i t  is a 
pipe-dream to expect any change 
towards libe ra lism  from  La G uardia 
and his retinue. The m ayor has 
changed bu t the system remains. 
C apita lism  rules. The workers 
suffer.

The Labor Vote
For the m ilita n ts  and revo lu tion

ists, the results o f the recent elec
tions' are ha rd ly  g ra tify in g . Under 
the elusive sway o f the NRA, the 
tan ta liz ing  promises of La  Guardia, 
the b ra in -try in g  confusion of the 
campaign, the masses in  th e ir grop
ing backwardness cast th e ir  votes 
fo r  the representatives o f the capi
ta lis t parties. B a rr in g  the vote 
stealing, election gerrym andering 
and violence a t the polls— these are 
a constant fac to r— the parties p u r
po rting  to represent the workers 
made a f r ig h tfu lly  poor showing.

The Socialist pa rty , and its  
standard bearer Charles Solomon, 
whose whole campaign was o f such 
a pink-tea re form  na ture

ta lis ts  would v io la te  every law  
which m ight harm  even s lig h tly  
th e ir sacred interests.

No lesu lts  whatever were accom
plished, whether the m atte r brought 
up to the N R A  was an a rb itra ry  
f ir in g  o f an in d iv id u a l or o f a 
whole crew of cooks, whether i t  
concerned wages or hours. The 
new ru lin g  th a t tips are wages, and 
the forthcom ing signing of a hotel 
men’s code w ith o u t the pa rtic ip a 
tion  of the workers, are pu tting  the 
fin ish ing touches to the hopes and 
confidence of the hotel and restau
ran t workers in  assistance from  the 
NRA.

Now one ru lin g  a fte r another 
weakens the position of the w ork 
e rs : the hours of the waitresses at 
L o ft ’s are being lengthened, the 
waiters are not ge tting  th e ir  fixed 
m in im um  wages, cooks and waiters 
are being fired a rb itra r ily , and the 
impossible burden of proving tha t 
the discharge is fo r  union a c tiv ity  
is being put on the organized w ork
ers.

They are beginning to realize 
th a t th e ir  fa te  is now in  th e ir  own 
hands, and th a t they m ust look fo r 
help on ly  to th e ir  own organiza
tion , th e ir  trade union. Thousands 
of organized workers, Whether 
w ork ing  in  the biggest hotels or in  
the sm aller restaurants, are prepar
ing fo r  decisive action, completely 
independent o f the NRA.

The workers fo r  th e ir  pa rt are 
prepared to draw  the inevitable 
conclusions from  the s itua tion  which 
has been forced upon them. They 
are prepared to f ig h t back from  
now on against every aggression of 
the bosses, whether by the picket 
line  or the strike, and i f  necessary 
they w i l l  sure ly no t sh rink  from  a 
general tie-up of the whole hotel 
and restau ran t in dus try  in  the c ity  
of N w York.

The food workers are rea liz ing  
th a t only a Union based on class 
struggle princip les is able to defend 
th e ir interests. T ha t is why they 
got r id  m ighty fas t of th e ir illus ions 
about the N R A  and they are de
term ined to figh t fo r  th e ir  demands. 
T he ir figh t w i l l  not be an isolated 

cold one. Tens of thousands of unor
ganized w i l l  jo in  the ranks o f the 
Union when i t  leads the figh t fo r 
the abo lition  o f the miserable con
d itions th a t the H o te l Men’s Asso
c ia tion  inserted in  th e ir code which 
the N R A  A dm in is tra tion  and the 
President is preparing to sign.

—HOTEL WORKER.

COTTON PICKERS ARRESTED  
IN  STR IK E

Cotton pickers arrested fo llow ing  
the attacks on the s trike rs  by the 
growers’ armed “ committees o f 
pro tection”  in  the San Jocaquin 
Valley, C a lif., w i l l  be defended by 
A. L. W ir in  o f the Southern C a lif
orn ia branch o f the A. C. L . U. 
Seven workers are charged w ith  
m urder, a s trike  leader w ith  crim 
in a l syndicalism , seventeen pickers 
w ith  resisting an officer and rio ting , 
fo u r w ith  vagrancy and d is tu rb ing  
the peace.

The m urder charges grew out o f 
the shooting o f a M exican s tr ik e r 
a t A rv in . Though the strikers, ac
cord ing to a ll witnesses, were w ith 
out weapons and the cotton grow 
ers carried guns, not a single grow 
er is held. The ind ic tm ent against 
P at Chambers, the leader of the 
s trike , fo r c r im in a l syndicalism  is 
called a fram e-up by M r. W irin . 
Chambers, i t  is reported, at a ll 
tim es urged the s trike rs  not to re
sort to violence. H is b a il was firs t 
set a t 2,000 and then raised over
n igh t w ith o u t hearing to $20,000.

____A  w r i t  o f habeas corpus filed in  the
th a t La  I Superior Court to  reduce the ba il 

G uardia stole h is thunder, rece iv-! proved unavailing. A t  a hearing 
ing  three-fourths o f the lib e ra l on the b a il fo r the fou r s trike rs  
votes cast fo r  I l i l lq u i t  las t y e a r. ' charged w ith  vagrancy, the D is tr ic t 
The socia list vote dropped from  A tto rney of K ings County declared 
249,887 to 63,450. So ind is tingu ish- the defendants were arrested be-
able were the programs o f La  
G uardia and Solomon th a t the pre
v a ilin g  opin ion among the socia list 
voters o f a year ago was to vote 
fo r  the man who had a chance to 
get elected.

The Vote for the C. P.
The Com m unist p a rty  and its  

m ayora lty  candidate, Robert M inor 
received 26,564 votes o r an increase 
o f 2,500 votes over the vote re 
corded fo r  Patterson las t year. 
Considering the huge increase of 
voters th is  year the Communist 
vote has remained sta tionary. The 
campaign conducted by M ino r and 
the S ta lin is ts  many times sunk in to  
the most vu lga r oportunism. The 
crimes o f S ta lin ism  in  the unions 
and in  the class strugle in  th is  
c ity , the repercussions o f th e ir  
bankruptcy throughout the world, 
is sadly registered in  th is  election.

— GEO. CLARKE.
BROOKLYN BRANCH AFFA IR S: 
Headquarters: M ilita n t H a ll, 154 

W atkins St. (N ear Belm ont A v .), 
B rooklyn.

Sat., Nov. 25th, 8 P. M .— Diego R iv 
era on R evolu tionary A r t  and 
Oppresed M inorities.

cause they were s trike  leaders and 
urged tha t the b a il be h igh to keep 
them in  ja il.  The ba il was set at 
$200 and raised at once and the men 
released. Governor Rolph’s fact 
find ing committee investigating the 
violence reported “ W ithou t question 
the c iv il r ig h ts  o f the s trike rs  have 
been vio lated. We appeal to the 
constituted au tho rities  to see tha t 
the s trike rs  are protected in  r igh ts  
conferred upon them by the laws 
o f the state and by the federal and 
state constitu tions.”
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TH E SOCIALIST PARTY 

AFTER H IL LQ U IT
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Hundreds Hear M ac
Donald at Toronto

Toronto.— W ith  over 700 workers 
in  attendance a t the Labor Temple 
las t ¡Sunday, Jack M acDonald spoke 
on “ The Need fo r  a F ou rth  In te r
na tiona l". The meeting was compos
ed o f a large section of L e ft w ing 
socialist workers, about 250 P arty  
adherents and sympathizers and a 
num ber of 1. W. W. members.

The speaker pointed out the in 
te rna tiona l significance of cap ita l
ism and showed how the greedy 
paras itic  hand of cap ita l m ust of 
necessity expand beyond its  own 
national fron tie rs . T h is  led up to 
the famous S ta lin is t rev is ion is t 
theory o f “ socialism  in  one coun
t r y ” . Comrade MacDonald here 
stated i t  was the opin ion of many 
workers tha t th is  was pure ly  an 
academic question. He shattered 
th is  opinion in  the minds of many 
by showing the significance of tl\ is  
theory in practice. He quoted from  
S ta lin  and Lenin to show wherein 
the difference lay. He pointed out 
th a t Iro in  th is  theory came the 
d ip lom atic  gestures tha t now leads 
to confusion and would inev itab ly  
lead to d is illusion. He challenged' 
the S ta lin is t to show wherein the 
In te rn a tio n a lis t charcte r of the 
present P a rty  lies.

In  com paring the Red arm y at 
the present tim e and the Red A rm y 
o f 1923 he stressed the fac t tha t 
In  1923 i t  was an in te rna tiona l 
A rm y  tha t at the present tim e i t  
had degenerated to a national arm y. 
He showed tha t in  1923 the Red 
A rm y was mobilized fo r  the assist
ance of the German p ro le ta ria t in  
case a revo lution broke out. Th is 
was contrasted w ith  the present 
po licy when not a single word 
came from  the leader o f the C. I., 
fo r 18 months p rio r to H it le r ’s 
seizure o f power.

No word came from  the K rem lin  
through officials sources but i t  was 
le ft to a bourgeois correspondent, 
W a lte r D uran ty , to make a com
ment in  the N. Y. Times tha t Mos
cow hails w ith  uneasiness the 
grow th  of the revo lu tionary prole 
ta r ia t in  Germany. Comment on 
th is  was unnecessary. Not only 
was the Red A rm y not m obilized 
fo r  the defense of the German 
w o rk ing  class but not a single de
m onstration to protest against 
Fascism has taken place in  the 
Soviet Union since the day H itle r  
took power. I t  is perfectly a lr ig h t 
fo r  the workers in  cap ita lis t coun
tries  to protest against Fascism but 
in  the name of diplom acy th is  must 
not be done in  the Soviet Union. 
These are not only the works of 
S ta lin is t spokesmen but also the 
deeds.

A t th is  jus tice  comrade M acDon
ald quoted from  L itv in o v ’s speech
es where the Soviet d ip lom at con 
ttn u a lly  assures cap ita lis t countries 
th a t under no conditions w i l l  the 
Soviet Union intervene in  foreign 
affa irs. He then ended up, w ith  
s t ir r in g  appeal to a l l revo lu tionary 
workers to study the problems 
honestly and ob jective ly  and em
pha tica lly  stressed the need fo r a 
F ou rth  In te rn a tion a l based on the 
teachings of M arx, Engels and 
Lenin.

In  the discussion tha t ensued 
a few pa rty  adherents a ttem pt to 
p in  comrade M acDonald's reference 
to the Red A rm y as meaning th a t 
the Red A rm y should have walked 
Into Germany before and as H it le r  
took power. Th is speaker in  reply 
stated tha t th is  was not so ; tha t 
the question of in te rven tion  is de
cided by objective conditions and 
tha t in case o f Germany he blamed 
the P arty  fo r  re fus ing a genuine 
Lenin is t united fro n t w ith  re fo rm is t 
organizations and so nu ild ing  up 
a solid fro n t against Fascism : tha t 
since llm  p ro le ta ria t in  Germany 
did  not lig h t i t  would have been 
both fu t ile  and adven tu ris tic  to do 
•so under such conditions but tha t 
in  spite of th is, the Red A rm y 
should have been mobilized to offer 
every possible assistance in  case 
c iv il w a r had broken out. Many 
other questions were asked which 
had no direct bearing on the topic 
bu t which were nevertheless ans
wered.

T ha t the meeting from  our po in t 
of view was successful was proven 
when many workers expressed 
themselves favorab ly a fte r the 
meeting.

—P. S—

successful in  ge tting  in to  the v a r i
ous A. F. o f L. unions and in  sev
era l instances are already playing 
leading roles. In  fac t i t  can be 
said th a t almost the en tire  a c tiv ity  
o f the branch is  devoted to mass 
w ork at the present time.

In  add ition  to the trade union 
w ork several comrades are engaged 
in unemployed a c tiv ity . W ork ing 
w ith  a group of trade un ion ists and 
unemployed some of our comrades 
»ere  instrum enta l in  setting up the 
Councils fo r  United Labor Action, 
an organ ization fo r the unemploy
ed. As a resu lt of w o rk ing  in  th is  
organization tw'o League members 
were inv ited  to jo in  the Volunteer 
Commitee fo r the Reorganization 
o f M inneapolis Pub lic R e lie f ; a 
commitee composed of professional 
men, Socialists, Farm er-Labor fig 
ures, co-operators and libera ls of 
various shades. A t the f irs t meet
ing o f the committee w h ich  our 
members attended, an elaborate 
plan of decentra liz ing M inneapolis 
public re lie f had already been 
worked out. The plan was ideal, 
everybody agreed, but when one of 
our comrades raised the question on 
how the committee proposed to pu t 
th is  plan in to  effect i t  revealed only 
the haziest ideas on the m atter.

I t  remained fo r our comrades to 
propose the ca lling  of a represen
ta tive  conference to be composed 
o f delegates from  the trade unions, 
and the entire  labor movement i f  
possible, to sponsor a program  of 
action to organize the unemployed 
and by th is  method get, not only 
decentra lization of re lie f, but other 
demands o f the unemployed such 
as unemployment insurance, stop
page of forced labor, etc. Th is 
idea was fina lly  adopted. A  ca ll 
was drawn up and signed by fifteen 
or eighteen prom inent in d iv id u a ls ; 
labor leaders, co-operators, liberals, 
etc. Through considerable w o rk  on 
(lie pa rt of the League comrades 
on the committee the ca ll has been 
sent out to about 150 organizations 
fo r  a conference to be held a t the 
headquarters o f the Centra l Labor 
Union, Sunday, October 29, a t 1:30 
P. M. Through our special efforts, 
a ll w o rk ing  class organ iza tions; 
po litica l, economic, fra te rn a l, co
operative and unemployed are being 
invited.

Rut the crow ning achievement of 
our whole w ork  in  the Volunteer 
Committee is the fac t tha t the com
m ittee picked one of our leading 
comrades to make the 30-minute 
‘■Report on Unemployment Condi
tions" to the conference. He is 
also to subm it some w e ll form ulated 
lesolu tions on the organ ization of 
the unemployed in  the name of the 
Volunteer Committee.

There w i l l  be more about this 
conference in  a subsequent issue of 
the M ilita n t.

in  spite o f the mass a c tiv ity  tha t 
the M inneapolis comrades are in 
volved in  a t the present time, we 
are s t i l l  able to ca rry  on consider
able League a c tiv ity . The member
ship o f the branch has been divided 
in to  two teams in order to w h ip  
up a s p ir it  of r iv a lry  in  the present 
M ilita n t sub drive. T h is  tac tic  has 
been applied before in  the M innea
polis branch w ith  good results so 
we are try in g  i t  again.

— Cee-Kay...

self tim e and again as conducive 
to police in terference in  workers 
meetings. H ooliganism  is an aid 
to the activ ities  o f the police against 
the class-conscious workers. Only 
th e ir  bankruptcy forces the miser
able S ta lin is t bureaucrats to resort 
not m erely to m isrepresentation of 
the theoretica l position of the L . O. 
but to  the combined method of 
attem pting  to break up its  meetings 
and h u rlin g  the v iles t and most de
spicable slander.

A t the same m eeting the stup id  
S ta lin is t denial o f non-party class 
organizations of the workers was 
openly proclaimed. The Canadian 
Labor Defense League, declared its  
d is tr ic t  secretary, believes in  free
dom fo r “ w ork ing  class propaganda 
bu t not fo r  counter-revo lu tionary 
T ro tsky is t propaganda” .

T o  comrade K rehm ’s analysis o f 
the collapse of the Communist In 
ternational, through in te rn a l bank- 
rup tev and as a resu lt o f the re
actionary and utop ian theory  o f 
“ socialism  in  one coun try”  foisted 
upon it ,  in  lieu o f the perspective 
of the w o rld  revo lution, by the pe tty  
bourgeois bureaucracy in  the Soviet 
U n io n ; to h is incontestable conten
tion th a t the German catastrophe 
marked the necessity fo r  the crea
tion  o f a new (F o u rth ) In te rn a 
tion a l as the on ly guarantee fo r 
the preservation o f the workers 
fa therland, now in  the most precar
ious position, the S ta lin is t spokes
men could on ly rep ly  w ith  abuse 
and w ith  the g ra tu itious  and absurd 
assertion tha t the Communist In 
te rna tiona l are now stronger than 
ever.

The advanced workers o f M on
trea l are learn ing to see these un
scrupulous and im potent “ leaders”  
in  th e ir true  colors. — J. G.

v /v w w w w /w w w v w «

Militant
Builders

Swabeck Meetings in 
K. C. Successful

3 0 0  at Montreal 
Rally

Kansas C ity .— Arne Swabeck’s 
three day v is it to Kansas C ity—  
October 29, 30, 31— showed the 
rap id  strides the branch has made 
under the banner of the Commun
is t League o f Am erica ( Opposi
t io n .)

The adress of comrade Swabeck, 
“ The Roosevelt Program, the NRA 
and the Need fo r  a New Communist 
P a rty ” , was en thusiastica lly  receiv
ed by a crowd o f a hundred workers 
who attended his lecture, Sunday, 
October 29th.

Swabeck pointed out to the audi
ence tha t the ba llyhoo of the lib 
era l messiah, Roosevelt, and his 
quasi-Fascist assistant, Johnson, 
meant noth ing bu t added m isery fo r  
the Am erican p ro le ta ria t. The ef
fo rts  o f the “ m iddle-of-the-road" 
sycohants, the “ B ra in  T ru s t” , to  
prove tha t cap ita lism  can plan w i l l  
end in  no th ing bu t p riva tio n  and 
loss o f the w orker’s r ig h ts—i f  th e ir 
conniving efforts are not ha lted by 
a genuine un ited fro n t o f the w o rk
ers.

The .speaker also showed the 
hopelessness and blundering o f the 
bureaucratic C. P. under the pre
sent favorable conditions resu lting  
from  th e ir theories o f “ social Fasc
ism”  and “ socialism In one coun
try .”

The need fo r  a new Communist 
In te rn a tion a l, a live  and figh ting  
one, and not the one buried in  the 
Moscow archives, was c learly  po in t
ed out to the worker-audience as 
the next fo rw a rd  step o f the w o rld  
p ro le ta ria t.

And to prove to  our comrades 
tha t ¡he workers in  th is  p a rt of 
the w o rld  are fired w ith  the idea 
o f a new pa rty— the collection at 
the conclusion o f the meeting was 
the largest ever received by the 
K. C. branch a t any o f its  public 
meetings.

The meeting the next n ig h t fo r  
members o f the branch and class 
sympathizers on ly riva led our pu
b lic  gathering. Aside from  lay ing  
the basis fo r  the new M ilitant 
drive, a substantia l am ount of con
tr ib u tio n s  and pledges were made. 
The branch feels sure i t  w i l l  meet 
its  quota in  the expansion and 
e ither w in  the M ilitant sub-drive 
or give the w inner one he ll o f a 
battle .

Minneapolis Branch 
in Action

M inneapolis.— The renewed ac
t iv ity  of the Am erican Labor move
ment is also qu ite  w e ll reflected in 
M inneapolis. Hundreds of workers 
have jo ined the various A. F. o f L. 
loca l unions and a vigorous cam 
paign of organization is s t i l l  in  
progress. Unions th a t were fo rm er
ly  dorm ant, and in  some cases prac
tic a lly  non-existent, have suddenly 
sprung to life  and already occupy 
a commanding position in  the local 
labor movement. I  speak specifical
ly  of such unions as the Upholst
erers and the General D rivers. The 
form er at the present tim e is con
ducting  an effective city-w ide s trike  
and the la tte r is pu tting  on an o r
ganizational d rive th a t has p ra c tic 
a lly  quadrupled its  membership in 
the last 8 o r 10 weeks. A ll local 
unions are reporting  substantia l 
gains w ith  the exception of the 
bu ild in g  trades. Due to the low 
ebb of the b u ild in g  indus try  the 
basis fo r  organiz ing these workers 
in to  bona fide trade unions has 
been narrowed down amost to the 
vanish ing po int.

The Minneapois branch has not 
been slow to take advantage o f 
th is  rev iva l in  the labor movement. 
Several o f our comrades have been

M ontreal.— The L e ft Opposition is 
becoming a fac to r to be reckoned 
w ith  in the class conscious labor 
movement o f M ontreal in  the I .  L. 
G. W. U., a t the anti-Fascist con
ference, on the issue o f Joe D erry 
and the possible illega liza tion  of 
the Young Communist League, the 
L . O. is m aking its  influence fe lt. 
The S ta lin is ts  are especially fra n tic  
because by its  honest and clear 
M arx is t position at the anti-Fascis t 
Conference, the L. O. is ge tting  a 
foothold in  Verdun, which has the 
on ly  m ilita n t unemployed organiza
tion  in  M ontreal.

Instead of producing ideological 
arguments, the bankrupt S ta lin is t 
bureaucrats do not merely, w ith ou t 
fu r th e r ado, declare the L e ft Op
position counter-revo lu tionary be
cause i t  dares to reveal them as the 

■ organizers of the greatest defeats, 
j b lit  w ith  irresponsib le and outrage
ous shamelessness they spread the 
dow nrigh t lie  th a t the L. O. is con
sciously w ork ing  hand in  hand w ith  
the police.

M ax Shaclitman, member o f the 
N ational Committee o f the Commun
is t League of America (O pposition) 
and o f the ed ito ria l board of the 
M ilita n t, setting out on a tou r to 
Montreal, Toronto, Boston to speak 
on the 16th Ann iversary of the Rus
sian Revolution was arrested at 
the Canadian border and deported 
to New York. The Le ft Opposition 
in M ontrea l was formed to replace 
comrade Sliachtman by comrade W . 
K re lim  as speaker.

The meeting was pa tro lled  by 
the Red Squad and everyth ing said 
was recorded by a police steno
grapher. The S ta lin is ts  attempted 
to break up the meeting and suc
ceeded only in  getting the police on 
the spot, who were probably called 
in  by the detectives. The measures 
obviousy taken by the au tlio irtie s  
against the L e ft Opposition as a 
m ilita n t workers organization, d id  
not prevent the inspired “ socialists 
in  one country”  from  h u rlin g  the 
contemptible accusation th a t the 
L. O. had called in  the police to 
the great ind igna tion  o f th e -a u d i
ence (some 300).

S ta lin is t hooliganism reveals i t -

BROOKLYN M EETING  
Diego Rivera w ill speak on 

“REVOLUTIONARY ART AND 
NATIONAL M IN O R ITIE S ” 

at M ILTA N T H ALL  
November 25th. 8 P. M.

154 Watkins St.

The last day of comrade Swa- 
beck's stay was occupied in  renew
ing  old contacts and so lid ify ing  the 
position of the League among its  
many friends and sympathizers- 
an urgent need since the S talin ists, 
like  the proverb ia l Arabs, fo lded 
th e ir  tents and stole away s ilen tly  
to the oasis o f Omaha.

—A. C.

Mass Turnout to Hear 
Cannon at Toronto

Toronto.— On Nov. 3rd a ga ther
ing o f more than 600 Toronto w o rk  
ers heard comrade J. P. Cannon de
liv e r a s t ir r in g  address on “ The 
S ixteenth A nn iversary of the Oct
ober R evolution and the F ou rth  
In te rn a tion a l” . The notices an
nouncing the lecture had in form ed 
the Toronto workers th a t comrade 
Shachtman would speak bu t the 
Canadian im m igra tion  officials who, 
apparently, do no t feed on S ta lin is t 
tripe , would not believe th a t he was 
a counter-revo lu tionary and warned 
him  to keep out o f Canada. Com. 
rade Cannon came in  his stead in  
order no t to d iasppoint the T o r
onto workers— and they were not 
disappointed. Comrade Cannon 
spoke a second tim e  on Sunday, 
Nov. 5, a t the Labor Temple on 
the subject o f “ The W orld  C risis 
and the Labor Movement.”  Both 
meetings were h igh ly  successful 
from  a p o lit ic a l and propaagnda 
po in t of view  and m arked a fu rth e r 
advance o f the L e ft Opposition in  
Toronto. — B. B.

READ AND SUBSCRIBE 
TO THE M ILITANT

V \ A A / V W W N A / W W \ A A A / ^

Thirt.v-trhee subs last w eek! T ha t 
brings the to ta l up to a hundred 
and th ir ty -f iv e . T ha t is something, 
bu t very fa r  from  the possib ilities 
th a t are presented by the reduced 
prices o f the M ilitant.

One reason fo r the slow pace is 
the fac t th a t our comrades have de
layed organizing th e ir  pa rtic ipa tion . 
The New Y ork  un its, the Kansas 
C ity  Branch and others have only 
now begun to sw ing in to  line  in  a 
d rive  to get subs. T ha t means 
th a t the resu lts they get w i l l  show 
up on ly  a fte r  the d rive  closes. We 
w i l l  repo rt these results as they 
come in . B u t they w i l l  not count 
in  the race.

The Youngstown Branch
I t  seems th a t we blundered badly 

in  the question of the Youngstown 
Branch and the sub drive. They

said some tim e ago th a t they w an t 
the subs sent in  fro m  them  credited 
to  the branch and not to in d iv id 
uals—except in  special campaigns 
like  the present one; in  w h ich  case 
they w an t the ind iv idua ls  credited. 
O ur m istake lay in  overlooking the 
proviso.

The branch has sent us a de ta il
ed lis t  of the subs sent in  since 
the beginning o f the d rive  and the 
comrades who sent them in. A c
cord ing to the lis t  one comrade ac
counted fo r  a l l o f them. Since the 
l is t  is  la rge he appears at the head 
o f the lis t  below.

L. Goodman Philadelph ia 3
J. C arte r B rook lyn 3
W . Kon ikow Boston 3
C. Shechet Boston 

The Standing:
3

[. Koehler Youngstown 27
S. H a rd y Philadelph ia 13
S. Jou ra rd Toronto 8
A . Kap lan Kansas C ity 7
M. Abera B ronx 6
N. S a tir Chicago 6
V. R. Dunne Minneapolis 5
€ . Hedlund M inneapolis 4
J. Ruby Chicago 6
M. K rup ka P ittsbu rgh 3
J. Ruby Chicago 3

Philadelphia League Members Repel 
Stalinist Hooligan Assault

Philadelphia. —  The scourge of 
hooliganism received another set
back as the P a rty  and Y„ C. L . mis- 
leaders ; M ills  and H athaw ay ca ll
ed fo r  the Phiadelphia Police force 
to  bar the L e ft Opposition from  
the 16th Ann iversary celebration 
o f the Russian Revolution a t the 
Broadway Arena on Tuesday n ight.

P rec ip ita ting  a gangster a ttack 
upon comrades o f the L e ft  Opposi
tion  engaged in  the d is tr ib u tio n  o f 
leaflets ca llin g  upon the workers 
fo r a protest meeting in  the defense 
of A nton io Bellussi, th is  reprisa l 
comes, as another in  the series of 
crimes perpetrated by S ta lin is t 
hooliganism.

Last week, a fte r a few  o f our 
comrades had partic ipated in  a 
U n ited F ro n t an ti-Fascis t demon
stra tion , M ills  the d is tr ic t organizer 
made a m alicious attack upon the 
L e ft Opposition and inc ited  a lynch 
s p ir it  among the S ta lin is ts  gather
ed a fte r the dem onstration in  a 
h a ll a t 1208 Tasker St. He in 
structed the pa rty  and Y. C. L. 
members to a ttack  the Tro tsky ites 
and beat them up.

Tuesday N ig h t we were prepared 
to defend ourselves and ou r dem
ocra tic  r igh ts  as workers to  d is tr i
bute our leaflets and to sell the 
M ilitant, despite the repeated a t
tacks and threa ts o f the organized 
hoodlums.

A t one side o f the entrance com
rade Tom Holmes bo ld ly  displayed 
the M ilitant and proceeded to  sell 
a few copies. A t  the o ther side o f 
the entrance comrade G rant, recent
ly  expelled from  the Y. C. L . was 
d is tr ib u tin g  the Belluss i defense 
leaflets.

The tools o f the pe tty  bureau
crats began to  f lu tte r  about and 
cackle like  hens.

They saw we were in  a group 
and prepared to  defend ourselves. 
F o r the f irs t h a lf hour we were un
molested as several abortive  at- 
held in  check by the pe tty  bureau- 
tempts by in d iv id u a l hoodlums were 
cra ts who were brew ing up some 
plans to “ liqu ida te ”  us.

“ Separate them and beat them 
up in d iv id u a lly ” , was the f irs t order 
sent out.

One o f the w e ll known bureau
crats, co t seeming to realize G rant 
had been expelled fo r  T rotskyism  
saw h im  w ith  a group of our com
rades and m istook them fo r  Y. C. 
L.ers.

“ D ont you know w hat M ills  said,”  
he directed them, “ When you see 
these T ro tsky ites  knock them on 
th e ir  ear.”  Just then Goodman 
stepped fo rw a rd . He walked away 
hastily .

M ills , the p a rty  organizer was 
seen reading one o f our leaflets. 
He gave the signal fo r  a ttack  and 
walked inside o f the ha ll.

Roselle and M ille r  approached 
comrade Thomas who was also 
d is tr ib u tin g  leaflets. Thomas gave 
him  a leaflet. H e tore i t  up. He 
snatched a t a few  more Thomas 
has in  his hand.

“ Is  th a t a ll o f them,”  he Asked
Thomas ignored him . “ Keep dis

tr ib u tin g  the leaflets,”  he to ld  the 
other comrades. The comrades con
tinued w ith  the d is tr ib u tio n  of the 
Bellussi leaflets.

“ B r it is h  Communist, Thomas 
Mann, speaks fo r  the defense of 
Chinese T ro tsky ite . Read a ll about 
i t  in  the M ilitant.” Holmes was 
se lling  h is papers.

“ Beat up the T ro tsky ites,”  the 
pe tty  bureaucrats shouted as they 
jumped a t ou r comrades.

The hooligans jumped the com
rades w ith  the  leaflets. Holmes 
was selling the M ilitant. Comrade 
Roberts and a few  others went to 
the aid  of the comrades w ith  the 
leaflets. The I .  L . D . had repeat
edly called Bellussi meetings w h ich 
did  not m ateria lize. Now the pa rty  
and the Y. C. L . was paying the 
same sabotaging ro le  a ttem pting  to 
stop the d is tr ib u tio n  o f leaflets 
ca lling  fo r  such a meeting.

Bellussi was a T ro ts k y ite  sym
path izer !

O ur comrades fought back hard 
g iv ing  blow  fo r  blow. F o r a few 
m inutes the strugg le was fas t and 
furious.

“ Read the M ilitant’*. Comrade 
Holmes was s t i l l  se lling our organ. 
“ W hy is the creation o f a F ourth  
In te rn a tion a l the best defense o f 
the Russian R e vo lu tion !”

Roselle and M ille r  the same bu
reaucrats who provoked the figh t 
now suddenly became ardent pacl- 
ists.

They did  no t w ant the w orkers to

see the manner in  w h ich  they tre a t
ed workers o f other p o lit ic a l or
ganizations.

I t  was past nine o’clock and we 
called ou r comrades together and 
decided to enter the meeting. Ben
der was a t the door. He to ld  Good
man and Thomas he w ould not per
m it us to enter the meeting.

In  order not to be accused of 
breaking up th e ir  m eeting we sent 
another committee to ta lk  w ith  
Bender. W hile  th is  was going on 
M ills  and H athaw ay had entered 
the managers office and used the 
phone.

O ur committee came back and 
reported. We had been refused 
admission. WTe decided to rem ain 
outside u n t il the close of the meet
ing. W h ile  Bender was regard ing 
us w ith  a cyn ica l stare, up drove 
the Philadelph ia Police pa tro l w ith  
a squad o f cops.

A t f irs t  our comrades could 
scarcely believe th is  was possible. 
B u t a fte r the bluecoats walked over 
to  the entrance and were directed 
a t us there was no other conclusion 
possible. The cops ordered us 
from  the scene.

Insurgen t Yipsels and other 
workers who was w ha t was being 
perpetrated by the S ta lin is t bureau
crats showed w hat they thought of 
such conduct by active ly  p a rtic i
pa ting  cn our side.

A t  the present moment we ca ll 
on these elements and a ll workers 
organizations fo r  a nn ited f ro n t to 
protect the democratic r igh ts  of 
free speech in  the labor movement.

—M EYER H IR SH .

FROM THE MILITANTS

A  New Method of 
Expulsion

New Y ork.— Every C. P. member 
knows th a t there is bureaucracy " in  
the p a rty ” , and i t  m ust be adm itted 
th a t i f  th is  bureaucracy does not 
grow  beyond certa in  lim its  i t  can 
be a basis on ly fo r  c ritic ism  but 
not opposition. B u t every few 
pa rty  members are conscious o f the 
fa c t th a t there exists a bureau
cracy “ over the p a rty ”  w h ich con
siders its e lf beyond critic ism .

The Upholsterers section of the 
F u rn itu re  W orkers In d u s tr ia l U n
ion, o f w h ich I  am a member, con
ta ins w ith in  i t  the fo rm er L e ft 
w ing of Local 76, A. F. of L. To
wards the la tte r  pa rt o f J u ly  local 
76 called a mass meeting of a l l the 
upholsterers. I t  was rum ored tha t 
th is  meeting would ca ll a general 
s tr ike  o f the upholsterers fo r  the 
next m orn ing bu t no one was cer
ta in .

On the same n igh t of th is  mass 
meeting the C. P. leadership of the 
In d u s tr ia l Union called together its  
p a rty  fra c tio n  and a few  who were 
close to the pa rty  fo r  a meeting. 
T h is  meeting opened by baptiz ing 
those present as the “ s trike  com
m ittee o f the un ion”  w h ich  began 
to lay  plans fo r a general s tr ik e  of 
its  own about two weeks later.

D u ring  the discussion a pa rty  
member who has since dropped out 
asked about the poss ib ility  o f a 
jo in t  s trike  o f the fram em akers and 
the upholsterers. The framemakers 
were then, as now, contro lled by 
the In d u s tr ia l Union. The rep ly 
was, th a t i f  M r. Thiez, the business 
agent o f local 76 A. F. o f L. would 
sign an agreement w ith  the Indus
t r ia l  Union to keep the upho lster
ers out on s trike  in  sym pathy w ith  
the frame-makers then the indus
t r ia l  union would keep the frame- 
makers out in  sym pathy w ith  the 
upholsterers. I  argued his po in t 
fu r th e r saying th a t the u n ity  o f a 
s tr ike  is not a m atte r to be le ft 
to M r. Thiez and I  was answered 
in  effect : th a t no th ing else could 
o r would be done about it .  Uncon
sciously the C. P. leadership was 
ad m itting  th a t the upholsterers 
would overwhelm ingly fo llow  local 
76 A. F. of L. in  the strike. Yet 
when I  made a moiton to elect a 
committee to go to local 76 fo r  
the fo rm in g  o f a un ited fro n t, the 
m otion wasn’t  even ascended.

The policy wh ich was to be car
ried out, as expressed by comrades 
Pizer and H irsch, was so evident 
tha t no one dared to second my 
m otion. (Since th is  tim e H irsch  
has q u it the leadership o f the union 
and is now a forem an in  a shop). 
W e then received in fo rm ation  by 
’phone th a t thé meeting of local 76 
was discussing the general s trike  
fo r  the next m orn ing w ith  demands 
o f $1.40 an hour and a th ir ty  hour 
week and th a t i t  was a ce rta in ty  
the membership would accept them 
The C. P. leadership had been

caught unawares. I t  also was now 
forced to ca ll th e ir s trike  fo r the 
next m orn ing w ith o u t consulting 
¡he ir membership.

I t  was decided to ca ll the s tr ike  
fo r 10 A. M. the next m orning in  
order to give themselves tw o hours 
tim e m which to collect the s trike  
tax  passed upon a t a previous mem
bership meeting. Then they p ro
ceeded to p ick the fu ll- tim e  w o rk 
ers fo r  the conducting o f the strike . 
When l  reminded them th a t they 
had forgo tten to fo rm ula te  th e ir  
demands, they adopted demands o f 
$1.00 per hour and a th ir ty -f iv e  
hour week in  the slack tim e and a 
fo rty  hour week in the "season”  
w h ich  was considerably lower than 
those of the A. F. o f L. My objec
tion  to th is  was not supported. A  
recess was called and I  was not a l
lowed to remain when the meeting 
was resumed. I  was in form ed tha t 
there would be charges against me 
but I  was not in form ed of the na
tu re  of the charges.

Since then I  was not allowed to 
attend fra c tio n  meetings. A fte r  a 
long delay I  was fin a lly  called to 
the D is tr ic t  D isc ip line  Commission 
o f the C. P. The hearing was post
poned and when I  demanded to 
know w hat the nature o f the 
charges were I  was to ld  th a t at 
present there were no charges. A f 
te r another delay I  again was c a ll
ed to the D is tr ic t D. C. and the 
hearing was held.

I  was charged w ith  g iv ing  in 
fo rm ation  to the “ T ro tsky  fa c tio n ” , 
breaking up the Trem ont W orkers 
Club a year ago where I  worked 
w ith  the pa rty  frac tion  of the club 
in figh ting  a financ ia lly  co rru p t op
position and tha t la te r when I  ap
plied fo r membership in the C. P. 
there was a charge of “ T ro tsky ism ”  
against m y application o f which I  
knew noth ing about. Upon ques
tion ing  I  adm itted my disagreement 
w ith  the pa rty  on the trade union 
question and tha t I  thought i t  was 
rid icu lous to speak o f T ro tsky as 
a “ counter-revo lu tion is t” . I denied 
everyth ing else. The makers o f 
the charges were not present a t the 
hearing. No decision was reached, 
however, and I  was to ld th a t I  
would be in form ed of a decision in  
about tw o or three weeks.

M onths have passed and I  have 
not yet been in form ed o f any de
cision and I  have not been allowed 
to attend e ither frac tion  meetings 
o r pa rty  u n it meetings. N e ither 
my frac tion  nor my pa rty  u n it was 
allowed to take up m y case in  my 
presence where I  m igh t defend m y
self.

The policy o f the S ta lin is ts , as 
carried  out in  my union, the bureau
c ra tic  hand ling o f m y case, the de. 
feat o f the C. P. in  Germany, and 
the fa c t tha t no congress o f the 
T h ird  In te rn a tion a l has been called 
in  alm ost s ix  years proves to me 
tha t I belong in  the L e ft Opposi
tion  where I  can express m y opin
ion w ith o u t charges being made 
against me.

—ARTHUR BRANDMARK.

Canned Comedy at the Painters’ Banquet
“ In  honor o f P h ilip  Zausner,”  

and fu rth e r— “ to celebrate the Re
b ir th  o f the Brotherhood o f P a in t
ers ! ’

The a ffa ir  took place Saturday, 
Oct. 28 a t Beethoven H a ll, as ad
vertized, w ith  the exception o f the 
s ta rtin g  tim e, w h ich  was changed 
from  8 to 11 P. M., due to the a r 
r iv a l o f the celebrities. A t  fo u r in  
the m orn ing i t  was s t i l l  in  fu l l  
swing.

The gathering was one huge con
glom eration— of painters who s t i l l  
had paint-spots behind th e ir  ears 
from  previous days to il, of labor 
leaders in  dashing tuxedos and 
black bow-ties, and th e ir  ladies in  
gorgeous evening gowns and spa rk l
ing  jew e lry . I t  was one great 
melange o f haggard faces and d ir ty  
fingernails, of painted eyebrows and 
empty heads, o f hates and disap
pointments and hopes and aspira
tions, o f booze, beer and perfumed 
cigarettes.

S ho rtly  a fte r  the "soup”  and the 
“ S tar Spangled Banner” , the speech
m aking m onstrosities began. The 
orgie o f inord ina te  feeding ins tan t
ly  succeeded by an ogle o f in o rd in 
ate monologues. F irs t  came the 
s tring  o f clever labor-lieutenants 
and in v ited  guest po litic ians, who 
delivered themselves o f m uch clever 
ta lk  o f com plicated nature, o f 
learned disputations. B u t the prac
t ic a l painters, who composed a 
good h a lf of the crowd o f almost 
one thousand present, d id  no t seem 
to lik e  them. A t  tim es th is  disap
prova l m anifested its e lf  in  th a t 
Im prom ptu m usical perform ance o f 
barbaric nature, as is produced by 
spoons and chinaware. I f  the 
pa in ters were seeking amusement, 
w e ll and good. Unhappily, they 
were seeking tru th . The speakers 
a ll claimed to deal in  pa in ters wel
fare, bu t they found th a t they could 
not stop con trad ic ting  one another 
long enough to  sa tis fy  the workers. 
So they a ll took to general apprais
a l and c la rifica tio n  of M r. Zausner 
h im self, as a solace, and, having a 
sense o f humor, tr ied  to shock the 
congregation present in to  be lieving 
they had taken to d rink . I t  was 
a ll canned comedy th a t passed fo r 
w it  and reason.

Superior m ortals, these labor- 
fakers ! Near superm an! They 
don’t  consider themselves pa rt o f 
the w ork ing  class—and they are 
not, i f  we mean by th a t the produc
ing  class. They are m erely f lun k 
ies, lackeys and valets o f th e ir  su
periors. And w h a t’s a va le t to 
“ prodace”  besides a well-groomed 
m aster!

“Zausner is- the greatest leader 
in the country. Long live Zausner!” 
shouted somebody. The poor simp

actua lly  imagined he had said some
th in g  in  th a t borowed bon-mot. The 
silence which ensued was broken 
by the a-propos rem ark o f another 
near-gentleman, who piped “ He is 
doing bis b e s t . . . . ”

“ Zausner is a crook” , somebody 
yelled w ith  the top of his voice. 
Bang . . . whizz . . . boom . . .
boom . . . .  ! General Bedlam : men 
rushed towards the centre o f the 
tro u b le : bare-backed ladies stood 
on the chairs. “ W hat is it? ”  “ Who 
are the Communists?”  “ Who wants 
to figh t?”

I t  took several m inutee before 
order was restored. A l i t t le  la te r 
two men w ith  blood stream ing down 
th e ir  foreheads were led down the 
sta irs. The orchestra started “ East 
side— West s id e . . . .  ’ Those nearest 
to the stage and fu rthe s t from  figh t 
were em otionally fo llow ing  the tune 
by s ing ing and swaying.

As tim e went on, i t  became evid
ent th a t the crowd rea lly  wanted 
to hear th e ir leader. Zausner’s 
mug-face on the Menu-card wasn’t 
enough fo r  them. They wanted to 
hear w hat he‘s going to  say. I t  
has been a poor season, and thou
sands o f painters had spent the 
peak o f i t  in  the p icket lines. W hat 
have been the results of the s trike  
so fa r?  How much strength has 
the Union gained du ring  th is  o r
ganizational drive? W hat about 
“ a fte r  season” ? etc.

F in a lly  the d ign ified gentleman 
was introduced. He rose, th rew  

his c igarette aside and unfolded 
h is prepared speech. Many workers 
in  fa r  corners of the h a ll stared 
a t his d irection, humbly, hopefu lly, 
expecting any moment to hear 
something w orth -w h ile  from  the 
lips o f the great leader. I t  was 
noticeable th a t the average, fra il,  
van ity -filled  w orker was tremend
ously impressed by the commanding 
personality o f the secretary-treas
urer, and he w a ited like  a b lind  
fledgling fo r  something to be drop
ped h is  mouth.

B u t no th ing happened. The same 
old demagogy w ith  which a ll class
conscious workers are fa m ilia r . 
He started w ith  th a t g reat A m eri
can delusion, the NR A and its  bene
fits  to the painters. W ork in g  upon 
the susceptability  o f crowd-psychol
ogy, he even used, a t times, some 
very rad ica l phrases. B u t nothing 
concrete, no th ing definite slipped 
from  his lips tha t would benefit 
the worker. As fo r  example o f 
exem pting the members of exessive 
dues-payment du ring  the unemploy
ment, o f d iv id ing  o f ava ilab le  w o rk  
more equa lly amongst the members, 
o f proposing an Insurance system 
du ring  the s lack months, etc., not 
a word.

Yet—finally he said something!

.Something th a t crowned the g lory 
of his whole demagogy. Said he: 
“ . . . th e  Union conditions w i l l  be 
forced on whole industry , i f  neces
sary,”  “ I f  necessary!”  T ha t re
minds us o f the br-r-ave general 
who, lack ing both guns and ammun
itio n , ordered a fu rious  beating of 
drums to scare the enemy and hea rt
en his fo llowers. I t  is laughable es- 
pecialy when one notices how the 
“ enemy” — the m aster-painter, the 
independent and the cockroach—  
does not pu t his ta il between the 
legs and hike, and how some o f the 
“ bro thers”  do cheer the br-r-rave 
P h il. "A tta  boy P h i l ! T e ll i t  to 
’em.”  The poor simps, who paid or 
were forced to  pay $3 and extra  
fo r  admission, ac tua lly  believed they 
were going to get something.

“ I f  necessary!”  W hat deliberate 
and calculated mockery. There 
never was a tim e when i t  was not 
necessary. P h il “ threatens”  “ by 
fo rce”  “ i f  necessary”  to unionize 
the whole industry . In  tim e when 
Local Secretaries are encouraging 
pa inters to w ork  fo r  $5-$6 a day 
instead o f $9 scale, in  order to  get 
th a t 50c a day tax, o f w h ich more 
than $3,000 runs da ily  in to  the 
Union treasury at present. How the 
s p ir it  o f 1933 buncombe reverber
ates in  those im ita tio n -a rt ille ry  
drum  bea ts !

And P h il s tanding hero ica lly erect 
a t the honor table, faces the enemy, 
some of whom are s it t in g  r ig h t at 
the tables in  fro n t o f him, and 
w ig-w  ig  his approval and congra
tu la tions a t his noisy and harmless 
blu ff. And P h il, in  rep ly, w ith  his 
back to h is “ bro thers” , solemnly 
w inks the other eye.

W il l  the in dus try  ever be suffici
en tly  organized, to d ic ta te  terms 
to the bosses?

Yes, when “ necessary” — w hich is 
to say, when painters and a ll other 
workers in  other industries compel 
i t  to be done whether the Zausners 
th in k  i t  “ necessary”  or not.

I t  the number en i  O  Q 
your wrapper 1» • '  ®
your subscription has expired. 
I t  you wont to get the M ili
tant promptly every week 
renew your subscription at 
once; $1 per year tor fifty 
two weekly issues; $.50 a Jjalf 
year for twenty-six weekly 
Issues.
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I I .

The German social democracy, 
not to be distinguished from its In 
ternational, did not pursue a revolu
tionary class policy, but in a period 
of approaching civil war continued 
to travel the road of reform. I t  
feared most of all, the possibilities 
of a proletarian revolution in Ger
many and the bureaucracy of the 
G. S. P. did everything in its 
power to prevent such an occurence. 
Taking advantage of the bankruptcy 
of Stalinism upon all important 
questions confronting the German 
workers, the officialdom of the G. 
S. P. toyed with the idea of the 
united front, hoping at all times 
that it would never really be con
summated, because the development 
of the united front struggle against 
Fascism, would indisputably have 
pushed to the foreground the strug
gle for power by the German work
ing class.

The main policy adopted by it 
during the whole situation was the 
support of the “lesser evil” as 
against Hitler. Under the policy of 
“toleration” of the “democratic ele
ments” in Germany, it proceeded to 
support the Junker Hindenburg 
as the bulwark of democracy, against 
Fascism. Its main struggles against 
Fascism were purely parliamentary, 
and its fire was directed against the 
Communists.

Now that Hjitler has taken power, 
how do these people look upon 
events in Germany? What have 
they learned over a period of years 
in which they pursued the policy of 
reform, of safeguarding bourgeois 
democracy, of prolonging the life of 
capitalism? At the international 
conference of the 2nd International, 
held in Paris last month, the Ger
man situation was chiefly discussed 
from the point of view of its ef
fects upon the world socialist move
ment. The main points of view are 
presented below.

The opening speech by Friedrich 
Adler, Secretary of the Internation
al, reads as follows: “The German 
Social Democracy was too busy 
with its immediate problems and 
failed to formulate -a general policy. 
T H IS  WAS T H E IR  MISTAKE, 
BUT TH E REAL TROUBLE WAS 
TH A T TH E SOCIALIST MOVE
MENT WAS FACED BY TH E  B IT 
TER H O STIL ITY  OF ORGAN
IZ E D  COMMUNISM, and so Social 
Democracy was crushed....” (em
phasis mine—A. G.)

And from Otto Weis, the leader 
of the German Party, under whose 
direction the traitorous policies of 
that organization was initiated: 
“We made various mistakes but our 
critics mostly forget the circum
stances and facts of the situation 
in which we worked. Why did we 
not declare a full Socialist revolu
tion in 1918? And here Weis goes 
on to attack the Allied countries and 
to say: “I f  they had been humane 
to our TENDER REPUBLIC EV
ERYTHING  WOULD HAVE BEEN  
D IFFE R E N T”. (emphasis mine—  
A. G.). And again: “We were driv
en by terrible circumstances. . .  Only 
people who do not understand our 
terrible position can criticize us 
because we thought internationally 
(1). We estranged the middle class 
in the crisis and Hitler won them 
with the aid of the Communists, 
who fought us furiously to the very 
end”.

The French Socialist Party
The leader of the French Social

ist Party, Leon Blum, eloquently de
clared : “Real political democracy 
is impossible without economic dem
ocracy, bourgeois democracy being 
but a stepping stone. The Bol- 
shevlki think it is necessary only to 
gain power and to hold it, but we 
feel that we want real socialism and 
liberty.”

These men who sank in the swamp 
of chauvinism, who, whenever it  
was in their power, throttled move
ments of revolt and rose to save 
this social order, have summarized 
the colossal German defeat. You 
have the results: (1) The Allies 
were unfriendly to the “tender rep- 
public”, (2) The Communists were 
hostile to social democracy. The 
conclusions: (1) Greater defense of 
“democratic” capitalism. (2) Reaf
firmation of the policies of the Ger
man social democracy.

Here you witness no criticism of 
the “general line”, no questioning 
of the theoretical outlook of social 
democracy, no criticism of the tac
tics of the leadership. I t  was cir
cumstances and the Communists 
that were resposnible for the de
feat. Along with the admission of 
a defeat, “there are signs that the 
Hitler regime cannot last much 
longer. The German socialists and 
workers w ill fight bravely and their 
victory is certain”. (Weis). Thus 
inflated optimism and the promise 
of struggle in the future.

I t  Is quite true that little else 
could be expected from this gath
ering. Every revolutionary worker 
knew that there could be no other 
evaluation of the German events by 
these people. They prepared the 
ground for all that has taken place. 
We have treated them briefly, be
cause much has already been said 
of them and of their role in the 
labor moyement. But it is import
ant to observe their actions during 
and after great events in order that 
we may learn from such occuf- 
rences, and make comparisons. 
Here nothing has changed since the 
first betrayal of 1914. We turn now 
to the Communist International and 
lte relation to the German events.

I I I .
The Comintern

Matters stand in no different light 
with regards to the Comintern. The 
policy pursued by the Stalinist bu
reaucracy in Germany, was er.sen-

tially in an active political sense 
no different than the policy of so
cial democracy. The likeness lay 
in that neither programs led in the 
direction of a possible victory of 
the proletariat. Quite the con
trary, the line pursued by both or
ganizations, spelled inevitable de
feat for the German workers. And 
here, the question of consciousness 
or unconsciousness, has no real 
meaning. Objectively, the line of 
march of social democracy and 
Stalinism led to the victory of 
Fascism.

I f  Social democracy held to the 
theory of the “lesser evil”, the 
Stalinists advanced1 the position of 
“national and social emancipation 
of the German people”. When Weis 
and company came out in support 
of Hindenburg, Thaelmann and Neu
man, drove the Communist party 
into H itler’s referendum, at the 
same time substituting the historic 
slogan of the proletarian revolution 
with the petty-bourgeois and reac
tionary slogan of the “peoples rev
olution”. Advancing the theory of 
Social Fascism, Stalinism refused 
and prevented the formation of an 
effective united front struggle 
against Hitler. On this question, 
it play directly into the hands of 
thè social democratic bureaucracy. 
In  the course of the past three 
years, it successively denied the 
growth of Fascism, or, proclaimed1 
that a victory of reaction would 
lead to the immediate triumph of 
the proletarian revolution. Instead 
of preparing the extra legal strug
gle, the party of the revolution 
carried on a purely parliamentary 
battle against the Brown Shirts, 
differing in no way from the meth
ods of struggle of the social dem
ocracy. Its vacillating and specu
lative approach to the united front 
when H itler was made Chancellor, 
bound the proletariat hand and 
foot.

Fascism and Social Democracy
Now, the working class is taught 

to believe that it has to go through 
the brutal stage of Fascism before 
it can experience the victory of 

. the proletarian revolution. The de
cimated ranks of the Communist In 
ternational is given to understand 
and made to believe too, that the 
height of revolutionary strategy 
consisted in maintaining the dis
unity of the German workers, and 
conversely, that the united front 
was inimical to the interests of the 
revolution. On the day that Hitler 
was made Chancellor, the G. C. P. 
proclaimed the main danger to be 
the social democracy. When the 
Fascists were marching into power, 
the Stalinists continued to assert 
that the main struggle must be 
directed against the G. S. D. P. All 
of these outrages were committed 
in the name of Marx and Lenin. 
And at each new stage of the strug
gle, when comrade Trotsky in his 
numerous pamphlets and articles, 
and the I. L. O. in its declarations, 
were pointing the revolutionary 
way out of the difficult German sit
uation, new repressions, new slan
ders, new characterizations were 
invented by these organizers of de
feats.

Accepting Fascist functionaries 
into its ranks, cannonizing fascist 
army officers who excelled in the 
anti-semitic campaign taking place 
in Germany, publishing their pam
phlets and printing their articles 
because they announced their ad
herence to the Party when it issued 
its nationalist slogans, only hast
ened the collapse of the German 
Party.

Revolutionists never expected the. 
prosecution of a revolutionary 
course by social democracy. But 
they did expect that the tactics of 
the Communists would have severed 
the millions of social democratic 
workers from the tail of reformism 
and win them to the side of the 
revolution. This was possible only 
through one tactic : the united 
front. From the moment that the 
G. C. P. refused to utilize this sup
reme tactic of unifying the prole
tariat, all thought of winning the 
social democratic worker, was pure 
illusion. Experience is the only 
test for policy. What transpired 
in Germany stands out as the great
est indictment of the policies pur
sued by social democracy and 
Stalinism.

Evaluating the German Events
How does the Comintern evaluate 

the German events? From a dis
graceful silence of almost three 
years, it finally recorded itself in 
a declaration that appeared in the 
world Stalinist press. The contents 
of the declaration can be summar
ized as follows : The victory of 
Fascism is not a defeat of the Ger
man workers. The German revolu
tion has not only not been defeated, 
but is well-nigh on the upgrade and 

! will break forth very soon. The 
German Communist Party is strong
er and more active today than prior 
to the victory of Hitler. The pol
icies of the G. C. P., under the lead
ership of Thaelmann (that means 
the policies of the Comintern) were 
absolutely correct. There were no 
errors committed. The social dem
ocracy is to blame for the victory 
of Fascism. The Party could not 
make the revolution because it did 
not have the support of the work
ers in Germany ( ! ). Then the 
statement concludes by garbling 
and distorting a quotation from 
Lenin on what constitutes a rev
olutionary situation, in order to 
prove that such a condition was 
absent in Germany prior to March 
5, 1933.

What essentially Is different here 
' from the “explanations’” made by 
the social democracy? Nothing of 
genuine importance. Social dem
ocracy blames the Stalinists, the

Stalinists blame social democracy. 
The social democrats feared the 
united front because it  would in
exorably have led to the proletarian 
revolution. The Stalinists played 
into their hands by preventing the 
execution of this tactic. The social 
democracy carried on a pure parlia
mentary struggle against Fascism, 
the C. P. G. did likewise, warning 
the Brown Shirts, following their 
march before the Liebknecht House, 
to beware the results of the elec
tions. Social democracy declares 
that H itler is on the verge of col
lapse and that his overthrow is im. 
mines t;  the Stalinists declare that 
the revolution is today on the or
der of the day. Both declare their 
policies to have been entirely cor
rect and signify their intention to 
continue along the same lines. The 
revolutionary worker can begin to 
draw his own conclusions on the 
basis of these facte.

IV .
With the defeat of the German 

party, the backbone of the Comin
tern was broken. Aside from the 
German party, the largest and 
strongest party in the International 
in the capitalist world, the C. I .  is 
composed of small ineffectual or
ganizations that play either' small 
or no roles at all in the countries 
where they exist. With the collapse 
of the German party, the most 
powerful defense instrument for 
the Soviet Union has been de
stroyed. Yet, apparently undaunted, 
the Stalinist leadership organizes 
distinct defense organizations of 
musicians, actors, pacifists, soldiers, 
scientists and others of the same 
stripe who are and represent nobody 
in a class sense, as the defenders 
of the Soviet Union. The anomaly 
consists in this: that the revolu
tionary organizations of the pro
letariat, the only real defender's of 
the October Revolution, are ham
pered and made sterile, and are 
thus unable to build truly revolu
tionary organizations for the strug
gle for power (which in the last 
analysis is the decisive defense of 
the Soviet Union), while neo.sym- 
pathizers of the Soviet Union (those 
who are rallying to it  since the 
construction of the isolated, inde
pendent and nationalist socialist 
society) are being made the defend
ers of the Soviet Union and apos
tles of anti-war work. The latter, 
as life has shown time and again, 
will be the first ones to fall and 
stumble over one another in their 
hurry to reach their homes, when 
the first serious conflicts arise, 
while the revolutionary has been 
strangled.

Capitulation to Fascism
Before the Nazis gained their vic

tory, the party and the Interna
tional always boasted about what 
would happen AFTER Fascism 
took power. Thus, Remmele in the 
Reichstag: “I f  they (the Nazis) 
once come into power, the united 
front of the proletariat will be 
established and sweep everything
away-----They will come to grief
more speedily than any other gov
ernment.?’ (Rote Fahne, October 
16, 1931.) We do not doubt that 
eventually and finally the prole
tariat w ill come to victory in Ger
many as elsewhere. What the

events in Germany prove is what 
has always been understood by 
Marxists : there is no hopeless situa- 
are no guarantees for the proletar- 
tion for capitalism, just as there 
iat. The decisive element in such 
situations is the party of the work
ing class. Post-war events have 
shown that in most cases it was 
precisely this subjective factor that 
was lacking, in order to bring about 
victory for the workers. In  Ger
many this failure of the subjective 
factor has brought about tragic con
sequences for the international 
movement. Today, following this 
defeat, the German Party offers 
conditions by which to overcome 
Fascism. These conditions were 
borrowed almost totally from the 
proposals made by the Left Opposi
tion of Germany, in December 1931. 
At the present moment these pro
posals have no concrete import, 
anee. To think that you can today 
organize a united front of the work
ing class in Germany is to learn 
nothing from events. Or, to believe 
that it is now possible to establish 
committees of action or armed de
fense corps, to carry on the fight 
against the Fascist butchers, is to 
run about two years behind events.

The Recognition of the German 
Working Class

What is necessary in Germany to
day, is clarity. The workers must 
be taught to understand what took 
place and why it tok place. The 
German working class w ill recon
stitute itself in a final struggle 
against Fascism. But one thing 
certain, this reorganization of the 
ranks of the German workers will 
not take place upon the basis of the 
social democracy of Stalinism. The 
lessons of the social-democratic 
betrayal, the confusion and error 
of the Stalinists, which objectively 
brought about the same results as 
did the policy of Social Democracy, 
have left deep scars upon the pro
letariat. The “lesser-evil” theory, 
the policy of toleration, Social Fasc
ism, united front from below. Peo
ple’s Revolution, bureaucratic cen
trism and national socialism, are 
dead in Germany, and cannot play 
any role in the reconstruction of 
the German revolutionary move
ment. The German working class 
will reconstitute itself on the basis 
of the proletarian revolution, upon 
the foundation of internationalism, 
above all.

The international proletariat is 
marching toward a new period of 
clarification. Betrayal by social 
democracy for twenty years, ten 
years of defeat under the bankrupt 
policies of Stalinism are forcing 
definite changes in the ranks of the 
world proletariat. Clarification as 
to these defeats of the working 
class in the “era” of wars and rev
olutions is Indispensable. The needs 
of the situation demand a re-exam
ination of our own ranks. In  this 
period of clarification, the world 
proletariat will march forward on 
the basis of a revolution of event« 
and a reorganization of the forces 
upon an international revolutionary 
foundation. That foundation is 
Marxism, mutilated today by Re
formist Social Democracy and the 
National Socialist doctrines of 
Stalinism. ALBERT GLOTZER.

The S talin ist M istake Factory—  

K a r l Radek and the Polish Prince
There are words which have ac

quired a sort of currency in the 
offiical Communist Party. Such 
for example is the word “mistake”. 
“We made a mistake here”—is a 
sort of a formula in the Stalinist 
ritual, which is inoense to the 
Grand Master of defeats.

But there are mistakes and mis
takes. I f  a disaster such as that 
in Germany takes place it is due 
not to “mistakes”, it  is due to 
a break with all the fundamental 
principles of revolutionary Com
munism. To call this a mistake is 
to dodge the issue criminally. And 
if  the history of the party since 
the defeat of the German Revolu
tion in 1923 is nothing but such 
kind of dodging, this is because 
the Stalinist factory of “mistakes” 
cannot stop by itself. I t  can be 
stopped only by timely interference 
of the Russian and international 
proletariat before the Stalinist per
version of Leninism succeeds in 
invoking a terrible disaster on the 
Soviet Union itself.
Polish Diploamcy Bluntly Explained

Take for example “Izvestia”, the 
official organ of the Russian So
viets. In  the issue for September 
8, 1933, Karl Radek takes a stand 
against Prince Sapega, the former 
minister of foreign affairs of Pol
and under Pilsudsky. Karl Radek 
Informs us that this prince wrote 
an article in which he stated that 
Germany should be compensated 
for the loss of the territory which 
went to Poland in the “corridor”, 
by “an expansion in grand style’ 
farther to the East than Poland”. 
This, the prince argues, is cheaper 
than to smash one’s head on the 
barrier of the “corridor”.

Here you can see that the Polish 
prince, defending the interests of 
“his country” and his class both 
nationally and internationally, in
dicates a concrete way out of the 
present difficulties. But the “in
ternational” revolutionist Radek 
who does his bit in helping to 
build complete socialism in the 
Soviet Union alone becames indig
nant that Prince Sapega is at
tempting “TO D ISC R ED IT POL
ISH  DIPLOMACY IN  T H E  EYES 
OF THOSE WHO SUPPORT TH E  
POLISH GOVERNMENT.” (un
derlined by Radek).

Further Prince Sapega writes 
that “Poland would be tied by the 
non-aggression pact with the So
viet Union only i f  this pact would 
obligate Poland in some more ser
ious matters. But___there are
no immediate prospects of an of

fensive on the part of Poland 
against the Soviet Union and at 
the same time the non-aggression 
pact does not contain any clause 
which forbids Poland to participate 
in any economic war against the 
Soviet Union”. Besides, adds the 
prince, the pact is conducted for 
three years only, and historically 
speaking three years is a short 
period.

Radek’s Comment 
At this point the indignation of 

Karl Radek becomes high and car
ries him away completely into the 
realm of noble feelings. He dons 
the robes of one of the highest 
priests of the infallible idol Stalin 
and indignantly pointing his finger 
to the skys solemnly proclaims: 
"We establish the fact that the 
former minister of foreign affairs 
of Poland is attempting to convince 
the world, that the Polish diplom
acy in signing the principle poli
tical documents on non-aggression 
and accepting the greatest political 
obligations before the face of the 
whole world is only acting a play 
for a short period of time”

I t  sounds unbelievable, but here 
is the sad truth. A Polish bour
geois statemsan informs the Polish 
and German bourgeoisie in clear 
language that the uon-aggression 
pact is not to be taken too serious, 
ly. That if  H itler wants to com
pensate himself for the Polish “cor- 
ridor” it  is no use for him to get 
embroiled with Poland. That » 
better way out is an expansion “in 
grand style” farther to the East, 
Radek sees far enough to state that 
the warning of the prince about 
smashing one’s head against the 
“corridor” is nothing but an offer 
to give away “the corridor” if both 
Poland and Germany can agree 
about this “grand style” of destroy
ing the Soviet Union and compen
sating themselves for the expenses 
of this destruction.

And the former revolutionist, 
Radek, becomes indignant about 
the chicanery of the former state 
politician and tells the world pro
letariat that this politician should 
be watched because.. .  .he wants to 
mislead those loyal bourgeois poli
ticians who signed the non-aggres
sion pact with the best intentions.

—L. KOGAN.
N E X T  W E E K  

5th Anniversary of M ILITA NT  
In  next weeks issue, which marks 

the fifth anniversary of the M ili
tant, special articles commemorat
ing the event w ill appear by various 
members of the editorial board.

In Exile on the Tierra Del Fuego
Some time ago comrade E. 

Islas, secretary of the Left Op
position In Argentina, was exil
ed to Tierra Del Fuego. He 
was shipped to Ushuaia, the 
southern extremity of Amer
ica, in a semi-polar climate, the 
regular place for “forced labor”. 
Islas was arrested on board a 
ship en route to Montevideo to 
defend the policies of Lenin 
and Trotsky at the “Anti-War 
Congress.” Upon his release he 
wrote a brief resume of his ex
perience in exile which we pub
lish herewith. I t  is reprinted 
from the August issue of the 
Bulletin of our Argentinian 
comrades.—Ed.
Villa Devoto prison, cell 20. Mid

night, grating and chain rumbling 
noise. A company of guards enter. 
“Come on”, they call out names of 
those to leave. While waiting my 
name, I  deliver a short speech to 
those 1 am leaving. I  conclude: 
“Lopg live the Communist party!” 
This is repeated in every cell. The 
anarchist comrades shout: “Long 
live anarchism!” A minute later 
the trucks leave for the southern 
docks. A mob of policemen are 
waiting for us. “Gunmen, “cos- 
sacks”. infantry, etc. We go down 
and over the gangplank. We are 
on the “Pampa” bound for Ushuaia. 
As the moorings are cut loose we 
sing “Sons of the People” and the 
“Internationale”.

Prisoners’ Manifesto 
After two days of sailing we land 

at Ingeniero White. Here loading 
and unloading lasts two days. The 
Anarchists and Communists decide 
to issue a joint manifesto to the 
workers of the district. The mani
festo is written. Immediately 
friendly comrades are found who 
take charge of the distribution. On 
the day of departure hundreds of 
workers are in evidence, shouting 
powerful protests against the capi
talist reaction simultaneous with 
repeated declarations for struggle 
to the final victory.

We leave. We arrive at our de
stination ten days later. Snow cov
ered mountains stand out against 
the background, the triangular 
building of the ominous penitenti
ary. The commanding voice is 
heard. “Get in line!” “No run
ning!” Sentinels armed with 
Mausers, shining bayonets. Encir
cled to the right and the left by 
barbed wire, the caravan painfully 
mounts a steep road. Once inside 
the famous “rotunda” they strip us 
of our clothes. They curiously ex
amine our nude bodies. Then we 
are given shoddy and infected
prison garbs...........

There are 170 of us in all, twenty 
anarchists and seven Communists. 
The others are thieves, forgers, ped
erasts, all sorts of poor devils. 
Many are i l l : tuberculars, syphili
tics, lepers. . . .

Prison L ife  Begins 
Our life begins. Frightful brands 

on the prisoners: one day they sus
pend someone (which is death ac
cording to the guards) in the mid
dle of the snow with hands bound. 
At night we hear howls of anguish 
from the prisoners in the cells 
where the guards beat them with 
iron rods and clubs. “Oh! mother,
oh, oh___! ” This continues day
after day.

Tomorrow is the First of May, 
says a comrade. The vision of 
thousands upon thousands of work
ers celebrating May Day in the 
four corners of the earth passes be
fore our eyes! And suppose we 
have a meeting, we too?—Here, in 
Ushuaia? Yes, even here.. .  .An
archists and Communists together? 
—Why not?

We meet at dawn. Songs, reclta 
tions, speeches. Two comrades 
speak for the anarchists, two for 
the C. P. and Y. C. L., and two 
others in the name of the Inter-1 
national Left Opposition. This was 
a memorable day.

Death of Prisoners 
Some days later we hear the 

funeral song rendered in penitenti
ary music. Several prisoners load
ed a corpse on a truck. ..A half an 
hour later, another.. .Exactly, Com
rades ! Four prisoners are dead in 
the twenty-four hours we are here.

The coroner declares: broncho
pneumonia.. .pleuresy ..The better 
informed prisoners signal to us by 
putting their hands to their throats. 
A new one appears on pavilion 5 
which at first saddens but then 
fills us with burning indignation. 
One of the dead ones is comrade 
Juan P. Garros. A longshoreman, 
he punished the black insolence of 
an inspector of the Patriotic League 
and shot him defending himself. 
Class justice: twenty years in the 
penitentiary. Here, they could not 
subdue his proletarian revolt. Noth
ing could subdue him, neither horse 
whipping, nor months “on bread 
and water”, which slid by in the 
dismal and infected cells of pavil- 
lion 5, unsanitary, sleeping in filth, 
obliged to suffer terrible tempera
tures.

“They W ill Find Him  Dead”
Under the Uriburu government, 

the hangman Cernadas, the warden 
of the penitentiary had him feroci
ously beaten. In  this way three of 
his ribs were broken and his hand 
lacerated. “Insufferable man!”, I  
have heard him called by an old 
inmate. In  the end...some day, 
“they w ill find him dead in his 
cell”. He has been in prison for 
twelve years. He left his wife and 
two small children in Buenos Aires. 
He remains here, buried1 in this 
hard and cold earth of Ushuaia, 
not quite so hard and cold, how
ever, as the hard and frozen hearts
of his keepers-----

We make a civil funeral to his 
memory. A comrade speaks. We 
conclude with the Internationale! 
The spectacle was a very sad one.

Argentine Reactionaries 
Use Torture on Militant 

Bolshevik - Leninist

There were those old reprobates 
from justice inured by the storms 
of life who could not hide their 
emotions.

Propaganda in Prison
The grey days drag by intermin

ably. We have neither books, pen
cil, nor a piece of paper. No news 
of any kind from the outside. A 
veritable tomb for the living. We 
decide to break the oppressive 
atmosphere of this routine life. 
With another comrade we begin a 
course on “trade union organiza
tion”. Then another on the “role 
of the worker in the revolutionary 
struggles.’ Some days later, on the 
request of comrades, we start a 
lecture on "historical materialism 
and political economy.” And also 
on the request of all the comrades, 
I  give a history of the Russian 
Revolution of 1917 and another on 
the criticisms and program of the 
Left Communist Opposition.

Never have I  seen a greater in
terest shown than by these com
rades who followed the explanations! chief of police I

all, take some planks which serve 
as a ram  and begin to s trike  at 
the w a lls  of the vessel. The steam 
pipes burst open. The hold is f i l l 
ed w ith  smoke. We are suffocated 
like  ra ts. Several men fa l l  but we 
continue to bang away furious ly . 
F in a lly  they in v ite  us to a parley. 
We demand to be let out, In short 
to trave l like  men and not to be 
trapped like  beasts. Accepted.

We spend the rem ainder of the 
t r ip  on deck except when we enter 
a port.

A fte r  ten days we arrive, h a lf of 
us are sick. We have returned to 
V illa  Devoto. Strange th in g ! They 
place the p o lit ic a l prisoners in  
quarte r 30 which is meant fo r com
mon crim ina ls , instead of sending 
us to qu a rte r 20 where we belonged. 
The police are cooking up some
th ing  against us. We p ro te s t; in  
vain. The fo u rth  day, an tic ipa ting  
the authorities, we begin demonstra
tions. Outside are workers, a w a it
ing our release, who learn of our 
protest. In  quarter 30 several 
prisoners cu t themselves and vave 
bloody handkerchiefs and sh irts  
through the windows. The guards 
intervene at f irs t w ith  water hose 
and then w ith  tear gas. They can
not subdue us. The d irector comes 
to the q u a r te r : "on order from  the 

demand they
made in the course day by day. j cease their protest. I  will then 
During this time we carried on as! appeal and they will be put at 
intense a political life as the prison liberty.” We have won.
rigor would permit.

We are again on board the 
“Pampa!’ A sad ending for this 
proud boat which bears more re
semblance to a slave ship than a 
war transport. Many things had 
become worse. They put us in the 
last hold. They close the hatch
ways. We suffocate. We must 
satisfy all our needs here. . . .  A fur
ious storm hits us as we leave the 
Maire strait. The old “Pampa” 
rolls and grinds. Everyone is 
thrown pell-mell; the pans full of 
urine and excretions roll with the 
men who vomit over one another.

A Fight On the Prison Ship
I t  is no longer bearable. We try 

to speak with the officer of the 
guards. He answers with insults.

Again A t L ibe rty
The police plan, w h ich consisted 

in  a llow ing  several days to pass 
so as to ship us to the department, 
to put us at lib e rty  in order to lock 
us up again “ fo r  ca rry ing  arms” , 
had failed.

We are again at libe rty . We w ill 
s trugg le  fo r those who remain in  
the g rip  o f the hangmen of cap ita l
ism, and p a rticu la r ly  fo r  the com
rades we have le ft behind in  T ie rro  
D el Fuego which can be quite cor
rec tly  called T ie rra  Maudite.

We are tak ing  up our places 
again in the ranks o f the Le ft Op
position, the advanced guard in  the 
strugg le fo r Communism, fo r the 
w orld  pro le ta rian  revolution. 
Buenos Aires, Ju ly  1933.

— EDU ARDO  ISLAS.We cry out. We decide once for

International Notes
TH E  L. O. IN  L ITH U A N IA

The Left Oppositionists in Lith
uania have been definitely consti
tuted in an organized group, work
ing in conditions of illegality. The 
comrades have begun the propaga
tion of our ideas by translating the 
documents of the League of Inter
nationalist Communists, into the 
Lithuanian language. A secretar
iat of the organization has been 
elected—The Lithuanian comrades 
write that the number of our sym
pathizers is increasing, particularly 
in the ranks of the official party. 
The intellectuals of the group are 
conducting political courses among 
the workers—The activity of the 
Oppositionisfis has provoked an 
odious campaign by the Stalinists 
against them. Every member of 
the official party has received a 
warning: fraternization with a 
‘Trotskyite’ “means immediate and 
irrevocable expulsion” from the 
party. The names of the leaders! 
of Opposition are published in the | 
illegal organ of the party, Partijos- 
darbai (Party Activity). This is 
equivalent to denunciation, to the 
police.

We greet our new adherents and 
we hope soon to be able more ex
tensive information oil their activ
ity. I

Switzerland.— A fte r approving the 
new orien ta tion, the conference 
adopted the name, "M a rx is t Ac
tio n ” . A  new organ under the 
same name has been issued. The 
firs t number dealing w ith  the very 
im portan t questions o f the Zurich  
elections, has reverberated in  the 
whole Swiss press.— I t  is very sig
n ifican t and enheartening to note 
th a t the members o f the S. A. P.. 
liv in g  in  S w itzerland belong to th is 
new organization.

Great opportunities are opening 
fo r our Swiss comrades. I t  is a 
known fact th a t a development to 
the L e ft has taken place in the 
Schaffhausen organization, s t i l l  a f
filia ted  to the I.  C. O. o f Brandler.

N A T L  CONFERENCE OF SWISS
Our Swiss section held its na

tional conference on September 2-3. 
This conference has an enormous 
importance for the future develop
ment of the Bolshevik-Leninists in

T H E  IL P  A N D  T H E  M O VEM EN T 
FOR T H E  N E W  IN T E R N A T IO N A L

The London New Leader, centra l 
organ of the B r it is h  Independent 
Labour P arty  announces, in  the 
last issue of the paper received 
here, the publication Of a discus
sion paper en titled  Controversy, 
Controversy the London paper says 
“ w ill,  we hope, f i l l  the need fo r an 
organ where pa rty  policy and 
other points o f difference can be 
thrashed out. The paper is fo r 
inner p a rty  c ircu la tion  and mem
bers of the I.  L. P. w i l l  be expected 
to pa rtic ipa te  in  the discussion 
ranging over its  pages. The first 
issue w ill appear on November 11 
and w il l  contain, besides artic les 
on p a rty  policy, an a rtic le  by T ro t
sky on ‘W h ithe r the I. L. P. The 
Need fo r a New In te rn a tion a l’ ”
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E D I T O R I A L S The New Rift in the Right W ing
Bellussi

TH E  a ttitud e  tow ard foreign-born workers men
aced by deporta tion has been a touchstone o f 

labor so lida rity  in  th is  country fo r  many years—  
since the U n ited States ceased to be an asylum fo r 
p o lit ic a l refugees and its  government officials became 
man-catchers fo r  the ty ran ts  o f o ther lands. Tw enty- 
five years ago the move of the U. S. government—  
du ring  the adm in is tra tion  of another Roosevelt— to 
hand over a refugee to the ru lers o f Czarist Russia, 
fo r  to rtu re  and death a t th e ir hands, became an out
standing p o lit ic a l issue of the day. A l l  the rad ica l 
labo r bodies un ited in  a storm y protest movement 
which raised the workers to th e ir  feet and stopped 
the deportation. Since th a t tim e, especially since 
the w ar, the club o f deporta tion earned its  place as 
one o f the chief weapons of reaction and its  v ic tim s 
have always counted on the w arm  sym pathy and 
support o f the class conscious workers.

This has been especially so in  the case o f those 
brought up fo r  deporta tion to countries duled by 
w h ite  te rro r and fascism. The soulless b ru ta lity  o f 
sending a w orker to prison o r death in  another land, 
w ith o u t even the accusation o f a crim e being la id  
against h im  in  th is  country, revo lts every human in 
stinct. More than one intended v ic tim  has been 
saved from  th is  fa te  by the in te rven tion  of the 
rad ica l workers through protests, legal ta len t and 
financia l aid. S o lid a rity  w ith  the foreign-born 
w orkers up fo r  deportation has been a bond of un ity  
between a ll the class conscious workers w o rthy  of 
the name.

A nthony Bellussi, held in  prison today w ith  an 
order o f deporta tion to Fascist I ta ly  already pro
nounced against him , presents a case o f exceptional 
im portance and appeal. Here is the now long-fam- 
i l ia r  story o f the rebel against ty rann y  in  his own 
country seeking asylum in  Am erica and find ing i t  
a trap, its  government officials in  league w ith  the 
fo re ign  ty ra n t and catching v ic tim s fo r him . Here 
is the story, ever new, b r ig h t and fresh, o f the in 
dom itable m ilita n t who travels the w o rld  as a re
fugee and remains tru e  to  the banner wherever he 
may be. Here is the whole rage and hate and fu ry  
o f the strugg le of the w orkers against fascism em
bodied in  the person of a single man, a prisoner 
m arked fo r  the vengeance o f the fasc is t beast.

W hy is th is  case not raised to prominence in  the 
rad ica l labor movement and made an issue of the 
an ti-fasc is t struggle? W hy is his name no t made 
a symbol of the figh t as i t  deserves to be? W hy are 
no serious efforts being made to save h im  from  the 
vengeance of M usso lin i by prov id ing  transporta tion  
and securing asylum fo r  h im  in  some other country? 
Le t the In te rn a tio n a l Labor Defense answer th a t 
question— i t  receives the support of rad ica l workers 
on its  express promise to defend the interests o f a ll 
v ic tim s o f bourgeois class jus tice  regardless of th e ir 
affilia tions. L e t the D a ily  W orker answer and ex
p la in  w hy i t  suppresses a ll news about the Bellussi 
case and does not even m ention his name.

Is  i t  because comrade Bellussi, a lthough no t a 
member of the Le ft Opposition, was arrested on a 
charge o f d is tr ib u tin g  copies o f the Militant? Is  
i t  because the persecution o f Belluss i fo r  th is  offense 
contradicts the theory th a t “ T ro tsky is ts ”  are coun
te r-revo lu tion is ts  and fascists combined? And one 
more question : Many workers slated fo r deportation 
to fascist and w h ite  te rro r countries have fin a lly  been 
saved from  th is  fa te  by securing permission to enter 
the Soviet Union. W ill th is  opportun ity  be given 
to  Bellussi? Perhaps L itv in o ff can answer the last 
question. I t  is a m a tte r of in te rna tiona l p ro le ta rian  
so lid a rity . Can anyth ing be more im portant?

The C . P . L . A . Convention

W H E N  the Conference fo r  Progressive Labor 
Action  (C. P. L. A .) meets a t P ittsbu rgh  on 

November 18th i t  w i l l  confront, as its  m a jo r problem 
the outstanding issue presented by in te rna tiona l de
velopments— the question of a new In te rn a tion a l and, 
consequently, o f a new party . This issue o f in te rna
tiona lism  w i l l  overshadow a ll the convention pro
ceedings despite, o r more co rre c tly  because of, the 
de liberate policy of home-grown Am erican rad ica lism  
espoused by the organization. In te rna tiona lism  dom
inates w ork ing  class po litics  and grants no exemp
tions. I t  takes its  revenge, w ith  a special iro n ic  
tw is t, precisely on those na tion a lly -lim ite d  groups 
w hich seek to enclose themselves in  a na tiona l stock
ade and shut out the w inds of Europe and the whole 
world .

The Lovestone group dedicated its e lf w ith  a 
touching “ rea lism ”  to the idea of a special Am erican 
brand o f Communism. W ith in  the year i t  suffered 
one convulsion over the “ Russian”  question and is 
now in  the throes of another over the “ German”  
question. The C. P. L. A .— s t il l more “ Am erican” —  
is  next in  order. I t  is  caught in  the w h irlp oo l of in 
te rna tiona l issues and every attem pt, a t P ittsbu rgh 
and a fte rw ard , to bu ild  exclusive ly on the basis of 
Am erica w i l l  resu lt a ll the more sure ly in  a demon
stra tion  o f the u tte r f u t i l i t y  o f such a program.

In le rna tiona lism  is the m otto of our epoch, and 
the determ in ing influence in  a ll tendencies in  the 
labor movement. For a l l its  ardent “ Am ericanism ” , 
the C. P. L. A. is its e lf  a by-product of the cris is  
and d is in tegra tion  o f offic ia l Communism in  America 
w h ich proceeds from  in te rna tiona l causes. The em
ergence of the C. P. L. A. as an organized body of 
“ progressives”  in  the trade unions coincided w ith  
the firs t signs o f the devastation w rought by the 
notorious “ th ird  period” , in  Am erica— and not by 
accident either. Each step the C. P. L. A. has taken 
to the le ft— and th a t has been the general line  of its  
recent development—-would have rendered its  separ
ate existence more precarious, unnecessary and, event
ua lly , impossible i f  offic ia l Communism had no t re 
flected, in  the same period, the general bankruptcy 
o f S talin ism  on an In te rn a tio n a l scale.

The existence of a hea lthy p a rty  o f revo lu tion
a ry  Communism on the one side, and an organiza
tion  breaking away from  reform ism  and proc la im ing 
revo lu tiona ry  aims on the other, would raise in s is t
en tly  in  the m inds of the revo lu tionary workers, and 
especially those in the C. P. L. A., the question o f 
fusion in to  a single pa rty . I f  the con tra ry  has been 
the case; i f  the ill-s ta rre d  bloc w ith  the S ta lin is ts  
came so soon to such a so rry  en d ; i f  the Muste o r
ganization even has experienced a ce rta in  grow th  of 
influence in  the recent period—the rea l explanation 
does not lie  in  “ Am erican pe cu lia rities ”  b u t ra the r 
in  the Am erican expression o f an in te rna tiona l phen
omenon— the bankruptcy o f the Comintern. The C. 
P. L. A. owes its  trans ien t hour as an independent 
Am erican movement p r im a rily  and fundam enta lly  to 
factors which are in te rna tiona l in  th e ir  scope.

This situation is, by its very nature, temporary. 
Further developments of the crisis in the interna
tional movement of the workers’ vanguard are up

setting  the old conditions. Positive forces of new 
revo lu tionary li fe  are m aking th e ir  way against the 
stream, com batting the d is in tegration, p reparing the 
foundations o f a new movement. T h is  is the mean
ing o f the steps already taken in  Europe tow ard the 
Lormation o f a new Com m unist In te rna tiona l. These 
new developments are bound to exe rt a pow erfu l in 
fluence in  a ll workers’ p o lit ic a l organizations and to 
lead irre s is tib ly  to the fusion of a i l the genuinely 
revo lu tiona ry  elements in to  a single P a rty . Peri- 
p fle ra i cen tris t groupings, such as the O.P.L.A., w i l l  
not be able to stand aside. They w i l l  be draw n w ith  
com pelling force in to  the process o f d iffe re n tia tion  
tak in g  place under the  s ig n : fo r  or against the new 
Communist P a rty  and the New In te rn a tion a l.

The influence o f th is  issue in  the ranks o f the 
C. P. L . A. is  a lready demonstrated in  the fa c t th a t 
the question o f a new p o lit ic a l pa rty  has taken the 
cen tra l place on the agenda of the P ittsbu rgh  C011- 
lerenoe. I t  would be too much to expect tha t a con
clusive answer w i l l  be given there. The C. P. L. A. 
as a whole is by no means yet prepared to p a r tic i
pate in  the lo rm a tion  o f a new p a rty  of Communism, 
to say noth ing o f p lay ing  a leading or monoxiolistic 
role in  th is  enterprise. The p lan to change the name 
o f the C. P. L . A .— to  label i t  the new p a rty— as in 
dicated in  the program m atic a rtic le  by Budeuz in  the 
Nov. 8 l l i issue of Labor Action is doomed to  com
plete fa ilu re . I t  is  an “ easy”  answer th a t solves 
nothing. P rocla im ing its e lf the new P a rty  " i l l  not 
re lieve the organization o f the problem  w h ich w ill 
arise the day a fte r the ad journm ent of the Conference 
and grow  more ins is ten t every day.

The organ ization o f a new p a rty  is a colossal 
undertaking. W hat is to be its  p rinc ip le  basis, w ha t 
conclusions does i t  draw  fro m  the Russian R evolution 
ana tne experience of the Com intern Under Lenin 
and uuuer s ia lin , w ith  whom  is i t  to be form ed, w hat 
sna il be its  in te rna tiona l a ffilia tion?— these are the 
v ita l questions to w h ich  a ll tne revo lu tionary workers 
in  the C. P. L . A. and those m oving tow ard a rev
o lu tionary  position w i l l  demand q clear answer.

The L e ft Opposition has given its  answer to  
these questions already. Our program  is M arx ism —  
uie f irs t  fou r Congresses of the Com intern, and the 
i f  Points of our in te rn a tio n a l pre-Confeience, (he 
SeptemDer 30th Declara tion o f the League. We are 
ready to un ite  w ith  the revo lu tiona ry  elements of 
OLuer organizations fo r  the fo rm a tio n  o f a new pa rty  
anu a new in te rn a tio n a l— on the cond ition  tha t i t  
be a Communist P a rty  and a Communist In te rna- 
t io a iil.  Th is is our message to the C. P. L . A. Gon- 
lerence. Vve tru s t i t  w i l l  be given consideration 
there and th a t those who stand fo r  a new pa rty  
through the un ion o f a l l the revo lu tiona ry  Communist 
forces w i l l  see the im portance and necessity of the 
conference tak in g  a defin ite  and precise a titude  to 
ward our proposals.

Trade Union Tactics

W IT H  the entrance o l new masses o f workers 
in to  the A. F. of L. unions a new favorable 

basis to r  the rap id  reconstruction o f a strong L e ft 
w ing in  the labor movement has been provided. I f  
the correct tactics are employed, the new L e ft win: 
snouid take on a broad scope. The na rrow ing  down 
o f the trade unions in  the period preceding the recent 
labor rev iva l gave expeetional advantages to the con
servative officialdom  w h ich  based its e lf  on the more 
■skilled and re la tive ly  well-p laced workers. ¡Supported 
from  the le ft  by the bankrup t trade union policy of 
the ¡Stalinists the reactionaries tigh tened th e ir  g r ip  
on the unions a ll along the line . The heavy in flu x  
o f new members rad ica ly  changes the in te rn a l s itua 
tion  o f the unions in  fa vo r o f a revo lu tiona ry  devel
opment. W ill the L e ft w ing  be ab le to seize the 
opportun ity  and press fo rw ard ' w ith  a rea lis tic  line  
of tactics '/ Or, w i l l  the same bankrup t policy, which 
aided the an n ih ila tio n  o f the organized L e ft w ing 
belore, operate to prevent its  resurgence now. A t 
the present moment th is  is the  m ost im portan t ques 
tion  o f the revo lu tiona ry  movement.

The jirob lem  is especially acute in  the needle 
trades, and no tab ly  in  the In te rn a tio n a l Ladies Gar
ment W orkers Union. The outcome o f the s trike , on 
top of previous developments, fin a lly  consolidated the 
position o f the I .  L . G. W . U., swelled its  ranks w ith  
new thousands o f members and e lim inated -the In 
d u s tria l Union as a trade un ion  factor.

The workers who once fo llow ed the L e ft w ing, 
f irs t inside the In te rn a tio n a l and la te r outside, are 
back in  the old union. I f  the m ilita n ts  now ad just 
themselves to re a lity  and w o rk  on the basis o f the 
union, to strengthen i t  as a fig h tin g  ins trum en t o f the 
workers, great successes fo r the new L e ft  w ing  are 
inevitable . B u t i f  they take the position th a t the 
In te rn a tio n a l is  no t th e ir  union, i f  they appear in  
the In te rn a tion a l as agents o f the non-existent In 
d u s tria l Union, they are bound to  isolate and dis
cred it themselves and a lienate the workers who re. 
gard the union as th e ir  own and w an t i t  to serve 
them. By th a t they w i l l  strengthen the g r ip  of the 
reactionary bureaucrats in  the needle trade fo r  a 
long tim e to come. Yet th is  id io t ic  ta c tic  is precisely 
the one w h ich  the S ta lin is ts , who learn no th ing and 
forge t nothing, are p rescrib ing  fo r  the L e ft w ing  of 
the In te rn a to in a l!

Th is is  the greatest menace to the prospect o f 
a resurgent m il ita n t movement in  the needle trades. 
The w recking crew w h ich  ru ined eve ry th ing before 
by its  s tu p id ity  is  try in g  now  to prevent any serious 
repairs being made. The question o f w ha t to do 
about i t  is being raised by those workers who w ant 
to struggle fo r a m il ita n t po licy in  the In te rn a tion a l 
and, at the same tim e, count on the cooperation of 
the S talin ists. The answer is clear. I t  is impossi
ble to w ork  successfully in  one un ion in  the in te rest 
of another. You cannot even begin a serious s trug
gle inside the In te rn a tio n a l u n t il you make a com
plete break w ith  the sabotaging po licy o f the S ta lin 
ists.

Does th is  im p ly  a break w ith  those who fo llow  
o r t r y  to fo llow  the S ta lin is t po licy  in  the union. 
Absolute ly. And' the sooner the  better. Cooperation 
in  the task o f reb u ild ing  the  L e ft w ing  is possible 
on ly  on the basis o f a correct policy. S ta lin ism  
w hich destroyed the L e ft w ing  w i l l  never be the 
po licy w h ich  rebu ilds it .  The new L e ft w in g  in  the 
needle trades w i l l  arise  fro m  the jo in t  labors o f those 
workers who understand th is  tho rough ly  and do not 
hesitate to d ra w  the fu l l  conclusions fro m  it .

H es ita tion  on th is  c ruc ia l po in t ou t of re luc t
ance to make a d iv is ion  in  the opposition can on ly 
paralyze the w o rk  o f the revo lu tiona ry  m ilita n ts  and 
play the game o f the reactionaries in  the In te rn a 
tiona l, .as in  every o ther trade  union. A  clean break 
w ith  the bankrup t and d iscred ited tactics o f S ta lin 
ism is today the f irs t  p re requ is ite  fo r the emergence 
o f an effective L e ft  w ing. Those w ho mean business 
in  the labor movement and see the  issue c le a rly  w i l l  
make th is  break a t a l l  costs and w ith o u t delay.

(Continued from  Page 1)

pe ria lis t w a r ever lived than Eug
ene Debs. He was however debas
ed to the  fuuctiou  o f w indow-dress
ing fo r  the p a rty  wh ich represented 
in  th is  country the In te rn a tion a l 
o f cap itu la tion  and betrayal. In  
h is day, there were not a few  rogues 
who sought to conceal th e ir own 
shame and c r im in a l record under 
his untarnished m antle, ju s t as 
years la te r the Ita lia n  social dem
ocrats who paved the way fo r Mus
so lin i h id  behind the coffin of the 
im m orta l M a tteo tti. Th is revo lting  
practise does not become one w h it 
more a llu r in g  when the S ta lin is t 
bureaucracy and its  R igh t w ing 
attorneys take refuge behind the 
magnificent conduct o f D im itro v  
i t  Le ipzig  and B e rlin  o r demagogic 
references to the thousands of pa rty  
m ilitan ts  prostra te  under the heel 
of Fascism. W hat is decisive is 
not the heroism o f M a tte o tt i; i t  is 
not the superb courage o f the 
m arty rs  to Fascism who are now 
in  its  docks and concentration 
camps. W hat counts is the system
a tic a lly  fa ta l po licy o f S ta lin ism  
w h ic li led to the s itua tion  where 
T o rg le r is in  the docks instead of 
H itle r, where the Communists and 
Socialists are im prisoned instead 
of the mad dogs of reaction!
Tlie “Existence” of the German C. P.

“ The C. P. G. ce rta in ly  exists, 
although g reatly  reduced in  num 
bers, and s t i l l  includes in  its  ranks 
some of the most advanced and 
most courageous class conscious 
workers of Germany, an essential 
element fo r  the reconstruction of 
the C. I*. G.”  Upon th is  fact, says 
Lovestone, "any rea lis tic  po licy in 
Germany m ust be based” .

A  fac t i t  ce rta in ly  is, but i t  is 
not upon tha t th a t the po licy must 
be bused. In  1917, and 1918, the 
same and more could have been 
said about the Am erican Socialist 
Party . Hundreds o f its  m ilitan ts  
were im prisoned by the Am erican 
Socia list P arty . Hundreds o f its  
m ilita n ts  were im prisoned by the 
W ilson regime, its  papers suppress
ed, its  meetings prohib ited. Yet 
the pro le ta rian  revo lu tion is ts  de 
elured tha t the old pa rty  no longer 
sufficed— a new one had to be b u ilt. 
The old party , its  program , its  bu
reaucracy, had fa iled  to meet the 
test of the war, to learn the les 
sons o f the collapse of the Second 
In te rn a tion a l and to absorb the 
teachings of the Russian revo lu
tion . The Communists of th a t day 
did  not (Lovestone de liberate ly a t
tribu tes  such a stup id  a ttitude  to 
us today) thereupon give up hope 
of w inn ing  over the “ most advanc
ed nad most courageous class con 
scions w orkers”  in  t lie  Socialist 
parties. Quite the contrary. They 
set themselves tha t task and ac
complished i t  w ith  va ry ing  success, 
w inn ing  over the m a jo rity  in  some 
cases. B u t th is  was nowhere done 
on the basis of continu ing w ith  the 
attem pt of “ re fo rm ing”  w ha t was 
beyond reform , bu t o f bu ild ing  up 
new and independent Communist 
parties.

When Len in  in  1914, and the 
Com intern in  1919, declared th a t 
the Second In te rn a tion a l was dead, 
the Lovestones o f th a t day made the 
clever re to rt th a t there were hun
dreds of thousands and even m il
lions of workers s t i l l  in  the ranks 
of the social democracy, w h ich  as 
a m atter o f fa c t even experienced 
a period of g row th  a fte r the w orld  
war, w ith ou t b ring ing  the Second 
In te rn a tion a l to li fe  again. B u t as 
is known to most six-year olds, i t  
was never a question o f the physi
cal existence o f the Second In te r
national. I t  died on August 4th 
as a revolutionary or progressive 
force. I t  was on th a t h is to ric  day 
tha t t lie  progressive func tion  i t  had 
fu lf il le d  in  the tw o preceding de
cades— the function  o f breaking the 
p ro le ta ria t away from  the bourge
oisie and organizing i t  in fo  inde
pendent mass w ork ing  class parties 
— came to a dead stop. The possi
b ilit ie s  fo r  progress w ith in  the 
fram ew ork of tlie  old In te rna tiona l 
were completely exhausted and a 
new one had to be b u ilt  on d iffe r
ent foundations.

1914 and 1933
The collapse o f 1914 and the col

lapse of 1933 have th is  in  common 
essen tia lly : the possib ilities fo r  
progress, fo r  reform  o f the Stalin- 
tern have now proved to be com
plete ly exhausted. Just as the col
lapse 19 years ago was the ex
pression of the socia list bureau
cracy’s a ttem pt to save its  own hide 
andi ts organ izationa l base a t the 
expense o f the interests of the p ro
le ta ria t, so the collapse today ex
presses the S ta lin is t surrender of 
the interests of the German prole
ta r ia t, o f the w o rld  revo lution, in  
order to preserve the in terests of 
the reactionary bureaucratic caste 
w h ich  has usurped the Soviet state 
apparatus and w h ich  counterposes 
the bu ild ing  of socialism in  Russia 
to the extension o f the revo lution 
on a w o rld  scale. Therein lies the 
August 4 th  o f the In te rn a tion a l to
day.

I t  is  not hopeless, insists Love
stone: “ The o ffic ia l Communist 
pa rty  is today more accessible than 
ever to the influence o f the Opposi
tion  strugg le carried  on by our 
group.”  Precisely so d id  the K au t- 
skys and other C entrists argue 
against Lenin and the Bolsheviks 
in  the fo rm ative  period o f the Com
in te rn . Lovestone has here d is
located the subject and the object, 
fo r the sentence should re a d : “ The 
Lovestone group is today more ac
cessible than ever to the influence 
o f the S ta lin is t pa rty .”  When the 
apologists fo r  social pa trio tism  ou t
side the ranks o f the Second In te r 
national clamored loudest th a t the 
old socia list parties were on the 
verge of succumbing to  th e ir  in 

fluence, o f being won over to “ rev
o lu tio n a ry ”  K autskyanism  —  the 
noise served only to cover up the 
re treat o f the Centrists in to  the 
camp o f the social pa trio ts . I f  
Lovestone is pa in ting  up the S ta lin 
is t  parties to make them look pre tty  
and robust, rejuvenated instead of 
sterile, i t  is on ly  w ith  a view to 
the approaching re tu rn  o f the R ight 
w ing  to them.

W hat Lovestone w rite s  about the 
re la tionsh ip  between the German 
events and the Com intern, o r be
tween them  and the C. P. S. U., in  
his anonymous polemic against 
Zam, is qu ite  correct, even i f  i t  
deals a s tiff b low  to the whole body 
o f dogma erected to ju s t ify  the 
queer po licy of in te rna tiona l B ran - 
dlorism. In  defense o f th is  policy, 
B randlerism  has contended th a t 
w h ile  .Stalinism is more than cap
able of pursu ing a wrong po licy in  
the cap ita lis t countries, i t  is  cap
able o f pursu ing on ly a correct 
po licy in  the U. S. S. It., where i t  
is h is to rica lly  necessary, ju s tified  
and irreplaceable. Now Lovestone 
argues from  exactly  the opposite 
the s tan dpo in t: i f  new Communist 
parties are to be b u ilt  in  Germany 
and the rest of the cap ita lis t world, 
“ very obviously, th is  means a ‘new’ 
pa rty  in  the Soviet U n ion”  because
“ the C. P. S. U. and the C. I ........
are at least as responsible fo r  th is  
(the  German) course as the C. P. 
G. leadership its e lf” .

A Brandlerist Contradiction
This is qu ite correct, even i f  i t  

does not constitute the only reason 
w hy a r.ew Communist pa rty  must 
be formed in  the Soviet Union. B ut 
how is such a line o f reasoning to  
jibe  w ith  the previous B rand le ris t 
philosophy according to wh ich 
S talin ism  in  Russia was an en tity  
by itse lf, separate and apart from  
S talin ism  in  the cap ita lis t world? 
T ha t S talin ism  had to be defended 
in  Russia regardless of w ha t c r it ic 
isms o r attacks were made upon 
i t  elsewhere? T ha t in  a cap ita lis t 
country independent “ Communist 
pa rties”  (Alsace, Sweden) were 
perm issible provided they condoned 
the S ta lin is t robbery o f the Rus
sian p a rty ’s independence? The 
philosophy is sim ply ignored— not, 
god fo rb id ! because i t  has been d is
carded by the B ran ille rites , bu t 
pa rdoxica lly  enough because in  th is  
pa rticu la r instance a pseudo-inter
na tiona lis t un ive rsa lity  is needed 
by Lovestone & Co. fo r  his una lte r
ed defense o f S ta lin ’s security in  
the national apparatus.

The na tiona lis t ph ilis tin ism  of 
the Lovestone position sticks out 
like  a swollen thum b in  his rejec
tion  of the new pa rty  fo r the U n i
ted S ta tes.. “ Ne ither p o liitc a l nor 
organizational re la tions in  the rev
o lu tionary  movement o f th is  coun
t r y  have changed m a te ria lly  in  the
last period of t im e ___To urge the
form ation  of a new pa rty  in  the 
U. S. A. on the basis p r im a rily  of 
alleged changes in  the Communist 
movement in  Germany, as do both 
the T ro tsky ites  and others ( th a t 
te lls  Zam where he belongs!— S.), 
discloses a hopeless divorce from

the actua lities o f the labor move
ment and class re la tions in  the 
U n ited States.”

How genuine and touching a 
tr ib u te  to the s p ir it  o f the la te  
M orris  H i l lq u i t ! I t  w i l l  be remem
bered how the recently deceased 
fu lm ina ted against the L e ft w ing
ers in  his p a rty  in  1919 because 
they wanted to bu ild  a new pa rty  
and d iscard the old “ on the basis 
p r im a rily  of alleged changes”  pro
duced by the equally alleged Rus
sian revoution, and not. on the basis 
of "the  actua lities  o f the labor 
movement and class re la tions in  the 
United States” . H i l lq u it  w ro te 
more g race fu lly  and persuasively ; 
otherwise the arguments are iden
tica l, equally reactionary and in 
ten tiona lly  m isleading.

Culmination of Ten Years
The L e ft w ing demanded a Com- 

¿nunist pa rty  in  1919 not s im ply be
cause “ something”  had happened 
in  Germany in  1914 or in  Russia in  
1917, but because August 4th had 
sealed the fa te  o f the Second In 
te rna tiona l, its  program , its  p h il
osophy, its  tactics and because Nov
ember 7th had verified the need of 
a new in te rna tiona l, introduced a 
new program  and new tactics o f 
world wide applicability. We pro- 
|*>se today a new In te rn a tion a l and 
new Communist jia r ty  not because 
a l i t t le  s lip  was "s incere ly and 
genuinely”  made in  Germany, bu t 
because the German events m arks 
the cu lm ina tion o f ten years of 
S ta lin is t revisionism , because the 
old Com intern has collapsed, be
cause i t  was shipwrecked a fte r the 
bureaucracy th rew  overboard its  
revo lu tiona ry  in te rna tiona lis t ba l
last, sails, rudder, helmsmen : be
cause the German events were the 
outcome of ten years o f the dis
memberment of the body of Len in is t 
ideas pu t in to  the foundation stones 
of the In te rna tiona l, ten years of 
socialism  in  one country, of repud i
a tion of socia list in tervention, of 
cap itu la tion  to the petty bourge
oisie, o f objective aid in  the pre
servation of the discredited social 
democracy, of “ social Fascism” and 
the un ited fro n t from  below, of 
s trang ling  the Chinese revo lu tion 
and the B r it is h  revo lu tionary move
ment, o f poisoning the ideological 
wellsprings o f the Communist p a rt
ies, of corruption , degeneracy and 
usurpation, o f enormously enhanc
ing the dangers to the Soviet repub
lic , o f system atica lly crushing the 
vanguard movement and reducing 
the In te rn a tion a l to a foreign agency 
o f the Soviet bureaucracy.

I t  is not we who are hopelessly 
divorced from  actua lities, bu t the 
Lovestones who are hopelessly fasc
inated and in love w ith  the pro
spect of being graciously perm itted 
to craw l back to the antechamber 
of the S ta lin is t chancelleries. In  
a deeper sense than is generally 
recognized— there lies the d iffe r
ence between us. T ha t is w hy 
Lovestone continues to prop up the 
collapsing structure  o f S talin ism  
by means o f specious argum ent and 
fa ls ifica tion .

—MAX SHACHTMAN.

The Crisis in the Cuban Revolution
Events in  Cuba are m oving to 

w ard  a crisis. The s trike  wave is 
coming up again. The struggle 
against Am erican im peria lism  is 
tak in g  a v io len t form  in  the cities. 
In  the in te r io r the s itua tion  is s t i l l  
deadlocked: the workers hold some 
m ills  and planta tions as guarantees 
o f th e ir  demands fo r h igher wages 
and better conditions w h ile  the sol
diers and student bands of the Car- 
ribean A rm y sent against them 
have not come to grips w ith  the 
workers except in  one o r tw o cases.

B u t th is  state of a ffa irs  cannot 
long continue. One way o r another 
they must be resolve defin ite ly in  
the interests o f the workers or the 
Am erican im p e ria lis ts  and the ir 
Cuban bourgeois servants. The 
sugar crop in  Cuba m atures in  
autum n or early w in ter. The ha r
vesting begins in  December. I t  is 
the a im  o f the government to drive 
the workers off the seized p lan ta 
tions, before the harvest season 
comes round to insure the Am er
ican and Cuban owners th e ir vested 
rig h ts  and whatever potentia l p ro fit 
there is in  the crop.

The workers on the plantations 
who are armed and organized to 
some extent w i l l  resist the attem pt 
to ev ic t them. In  the one or two 
attempts to  ev ic t them th a t have 
already taken place the workers 
have demonstrated tha t. The com
ing con flic t may develop in to  a 
widespread c iv i l war. I f  the gov
ernment is sucessful the United 
States warships w i l l  not land th e ir  
complement o f devil dogs.

B u t i f  the figh ting  should go the 
other way through the going over 
of the soldiers to the workers as is 
not impossible, the Am erican im 
peria lis ts may resort to armed in 
tervention. The cap ita lis t press 
reports th a t the W ashington adm in
is tra tion  is looking fo r a fo rm u la  
by w h ich  i t  can land marines.

The d ifficu lty  here is the resu lt 
th is action and its  consequences in  
Cuba would have in  L a tin  Am erica 
Today the L a tin  Am erican aspect o f 
the question is a t an acute stage. 
The attem pt to d rive  the workers 
off the p lanta tions coincides in  
time w ith  the Pan-Am erican Con
gress w h ich  is to  convene sho rtly  
in  Montevideo. F o r the U n ited 
States cap ita lis ts  th is  congress is 
an extrem ely im portan t one. They 
w il l  make a determ ined e ffo rt 
there to “ ad ju s t”  the South and 
L a tin  Am erican m arkets in  the in 
terests o f “ our”  own trade. A ny 
tnisstep in  Cuba may t ip  the scales 
a t Montevideo in  favo r o f English,!

w h ich  have been m aking inroads 
in to  these m arkets a t the expense 
of the Am erican brigands.

B u t i f  the po licy o f Yankee p ir 
acy is beset w ith  d ifficu lties from  
its  trade riva lr ie s  i t  is  unhampered 
by the in te rna tiona l w o rk ing  class 
outside o f Cuba. Nowhere is there 
a broad movement of the workers 
in defense of the s trugg ling  Cuban 
workers. The responsib ility  rests, 
in  the f irs t  instance, on the S ta lin - 
ized Comintern.

The po licy of the Com intern in  
the Cuban revo lu tion  is also the 
po licy o f the Communist P a rty  of 
the United States, w h ich  o f a l l the 
Communist parties outside of the 
Cuban pa rty  is the most d irec tly  
involved in  the strugg le against 
Am erican armed in tervention. There 
is no movement in  the United Stiit.es. 
The Communist P a rty  o f the United 
States has demonstrated again it?  
conception o f in te rna tiona lism . Its  
ag ita tion  is confined to artic les in  
the Daily Worker and fo rum  lec
tures. Demonstrations? There was 
one puny a ffa ir of the “ vanguard”  
in P hiladelph ia. There may have 
been one or two others. But there 
has been no serious attempt to build 
a movement of support to the 
Cuban workers! Are the Am erican 
S ta lin is ts  under orders not to “ in 
te rfe re " w ith  the suecss of L i t 
v ino ff’ d ipm ocatic mission?

I t  !s now the immediate, burn ing 
task o f the advanced section of the 
Am erican w ork ing  class to come 
to the aid of the Cuban workers.

—T. STAMM.

BROOKLYN BR. A C TIV IT IES  
Wed., Nov. 15th, 8 P. M. — Meeting 

of Sympatihzers on Branch Ac
tiv itie s .

Wed., Nov. 22nd, 8 P. M. — In te rn a 
tiona l "Workers School Student 
Assembly.

Fri., Dec. 1st, 8 P. M.— F irs t Open 
Forum — M ax Sliachtman —  The 
Soviet Union and the F ourth  In 
terna tional.

Stui., Dec. 3rd, 8 P. M. — P riva te 
Showing of the Movies— The Rus
sian Revolution.

Fri., Dec. 8th, 8 P. M.— Open Forum  
— .Tack Weber—T lie  New Deal 
and the W ork ing  Class.
Clases o f the In te rn a tion a l W ork

ers School, B rooklyn  Branch, open 
the week o f Nov. 27th. Classes 
are held from  8 to  10 P. M.

Monday Evenings: Princip les of 
Communism.

Fundamentals o f M arxism  
Wednesday Evenings: H is to ry  and 

Progam o f the L e ft Opposition.
H is to ry  o f the Russian Rev
olution.

Notes o f the 

W eek
“Pigs Is Pigs”

I t  m igh t have been another chap
ter of me M ud H a lle r  and the 
M arch Hare. B u t i t  was ac tua lly  
a news account in  the New York 
Tunes.

We re fe r to a story of tr iu m p h 
an t jus tice  as i t  is  practised in  
these United ¡States, in  th is  day 
anu age.— A fte r  NR A, a fte r the 
New Deal and a fte r tlie  Jioosevelt- 
ian exu lta tion  and m otiiiizaUon 
of the "H um an Agencies .

■f * S$
In  B rooklyn , the other day, a 

m agistrate held cou rt over a v il l iu n  
w iio  m altreated three poor l i t t le  
pigs, cooped up uncom iortab ly  in  
a cage loo tig n tly  bunt. A  repre
sentative of Hie S. P. 0 . A. a lte r 
pondering over th is s ight (w h ich 
was used as a display advertize- 
luent fo r  a popular porcine comedy 
at the F lam usn Theatre) had the 
perpe tra to r of t l ie . . .  c r im e . . .  a r
rested.

The judge, whose com m iseration 
w ith  sueh anim als thereby becomes 
understandable, ordered the liogs 
freed, scolded tlie  deiendant and 
snapped the c ryp tic  sentence:

"P igs is pigs and not subway 
sardines.”

* * * *
A ll th is  may be found to be an 

exact rend ition  o f tlie  Times story 
on Wednesday, October 20, 1933. 
The m ag is tra l announcement, re
ported here in  a ll its  cynicism , 
gives a good measure of cap ita lis t 
justice  and the system on w h ich  i t  
is based. " F it  fo r  p igs"— that's 
capita lism  a lrigh t.

* * * $
A Subway Sardine Commits Suicide 

—W ith Apologies to the Police
John Subway Sardine, on election 

day known as M r. Taxpayer o r the 
Voice o i the People and otherwise 
regaled w ith  eulogies on the d ig 
n ity  of labor, leads a less d ign ified 
existence than the three l i t t le  
Porkers. The courts are no t fo r  
turn. He is not provided w ith  any 
warm  covering to protect h im  from  
the cold ( th a t was another po in t 
o f lit ig a tio n  in  the case of the 
F lathush T re a tre ). There is no 
8. P. C. A. to prevent crue lty  against 
him .

Yet, he holds the proud t it le  of 
human being. He is, by tlie  law —  
“ a free man” . F re e : to sell his 
labor power to the boss. F ree: to 
starve when the "supp ly of labor 
hands exceeds the "demand” .

* * * *
f lo w  fic titious  th is  freedom is, 

how much human d ign ity  is low er
ed beyond the range of swine by the 
"com m odity m arke t” which produces 
unemployment, may be gathered 
from  another item  in  the week’s 
news (World-Telegram, Tuesday, 
November 7, 1933) :

JOBLESS, GOING B L IN D ,
H E  SLASHES W RISTS

Note on Park Bench 
Apologizes to Police 

For Trouble..
Robert G uinewahl sat on a 

pa rk  bench in  Centra l P ark  be
fore dawn today and took stock 
o f him self.

He was 45. l ie  was hungry, 
jobless. He was going blind, and 
he could not pay fo r medical care. 
I t  would become worse when 
w in te r came.

He scribbled a note to po lice :—■
I  am sorry, fo r  causing a ll 

th is  trouble,"’ then he cu t his 
w ris ts  w ith  a razor blade. He 
collapsed fina lly  from  loss of 
blood. A  m otoris t took Guine
w ahl to Bellevue. Doctors said 
lie m igh t live.

* * * *
Boss class justice deals kindness 

to pigs. W ork ing  class v ic tim s 
apologize fo r  com m itting  suicide! 
Th is is the U. 8. A., 1933.

. How long w il l  workers stand fo r  
p ig  justice? H ow  long w il l  they 
apologize fo r going under? How 
long w il l  they a llow  a system of 
society w h ich  degrades them to a 
fa te  lower than the beasts, to do 
its  w ork  of human d istraction?

—G ___n.

C O R R E C T I O N
The f irs t jia ragraph o f comrade 

Ahern ’s a rtic le  in  last week’s M ili
tant contains a m isp rin t. The firs t 
fourteen lines o f the a rtic le  should 
have read as fo llow s:

Eduard Bernstein led the a ttack  
of re form ism  against the revo lu
tiona ry  doctrines of M arx  and E n
gels. Lay ing  empahsis oil im m edi
ate gains and objectives, Bernstein 
completely subordinated or sub
merged tlie  need o f revo littionavy 
stra tegy to  guido the p ro le ta ria t in  
its  struggles. He lost s ight of the 
u ltim ate  goal of socialism— the goal 
which, on the one hand, conditions 
the character of the strategy and 
tactics o f the revo lu tiona ry  w ork
ers and, on the other hand is de
term ined by them. F o r the means 
employed w i l l  also determ ine the 
end1.
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