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THE PRICE OF RECOGNITION
I ----- ----------------------------------------------------------- ----------------------------------------- —_______ ____

The Diplomacy of Stalin and the 
Diplomacy of Lenin- - a Contrast

Stalin's Bargain
( E D IT O R IA L )

A M E R IC A N  IM P E R IA L IS M  was in d u b ita b ly  the 
v ic to r in  the negotiations w h ich  culm inated 

w ith  the offic ia l recogn ition  o f the Soviet Union. D ip ­
lom atic  recogn ition by the  richest and strongest coun­
t r y  o f the cap ita lis t w o rld  and the prospects o f cred its 
to  fo llo w  represent, o f course, ce rta in  advantages to 
the w orkers ’ state. B u t these advantages are fa r  ou t­
weighed by the price th a t has been paid fo r  them 
by S ta lin  and L itv ino v .

In  re tu rn  fo r  A m erican recogn ition  and prospec­
tiv e  cred its  the S ta lin is t bureaucracy has turned its  
back more openly and com pletely on the in te rna ­
tio n a l revo lu tion  than ever before. The lie facto 
liq u id a tio n  o f the Com intern as the organizer o f 
w o rld  revo lu tion  is now v ir tu a lly  acknowledged by 
fo rm a l renunciation. The r ig h t even o f “ residence”  
on Soviet te r r ito ry  o f A m erican revo lu tion is ts  or 
th e ir  “ representatives o r o ffiica ls”  is taken aw ay by 
the  fo rm a l pledge o f L itv in o v . A t the same tim e 
A m erican cap ita lism  is given the unconditiona l r ig h t 
to  p lan t nests of counter-revo lu tion ists in  the Soviet 
Union under re lig ious guise. And back o f the whole 
monstrous bargain lu rk s  the s in is te r im p lica tion  o f 
a secret m il ita ry  understanding w h ich  would seek to 
pu t the Am erican pro le ta rian  movement a t the ser­
vice o f Am erican im peria lism .

T h a t is how the la test achievement o f Soviet 
diplom acy re a lly  stands. Le t the corrupted bureau­
crats o f Am erican S ta lin ism  and the dubious “ friends”  
o f the Soviet Union cheer fo r  the  “ v ic to ry ”  and foo l 
the rad ica l workers about it .  There applause is 
a lways on tap, ready in  advance fo r  anyth ing . In te r ­
na tiona l revo lu tion is ts  have the du ty  to estim ate the 
shameful and perfidious barga in a t its  rea l w o rth  
and te ll the t ru th  about it .

" Compromises" -  W hen , and How

T HE B U R N IN G  ind igna tion  of the revo lu tionary 
in te rna tiona lis ts  a t the la test exp lo it o f S ta lin- 

L itv in o v  diplom acy has no th ing  whatever to do w ith  
opposition “ in  p rinc ip le ”  to  compromises by the Soviet 
Union in  its  re la tions w ith  the surrounding cap ita lis t 
w orld . We, bette r than any others, have understood 
th a t the  Soviet U inon needs aceess to  the  w o rld  m ar­
ket, th a t i t  needs cred its and d ip lom atic  re la tions 
w ith  cap ita lis t countries and m ust pay fo r them w ith  
corresponding “ concessions” — not because i t  can 
rea lly  bu ild  “ socialism  in  one country” , bu t fo r  pre­
c ise ly  opposite reasons.

T h is  re a lis tic  understanding o f the actua l needs 
o f Soviet economy, combined w ith  the a im  o f u n itin g  
the Am erican w ith  the Soviet w orkers in  a bond 
o f common in te rest, m otivated ou r three-year old 
proposal to organize a  fig h tin g  movement o f the A m ­
erican workers under the slogans of recogn ition and 
long-term  cred its fo r  the Soviet Union.

Compromises and concessions as such are not in  
the least involved in  the Communist appra isa l o f the 
W ashington agreement. What did we get and what 
did we pay tor it?  Does i t  strengthen us o r weaken 
us in  the never-ceasing strugg le w ith  the in terna- 
na tiona l class enemy? These are the rea l questions. 
Len in  said, a t the tim e of the Genoa conference eleven 
years ago : "W e go there as traders.”  B u t the d ip ­
lomacy of Lenin, h is compromises, his “ trad ing ” , were 
subordinated to revo lu tiona ry  po litics  on the in te r­
na tiona l arena. They supplemented and strengthened 
the aggression o f the Com intern. The diplom acy o f 
S ta lin -L itv in o v  trades off the Com intern and the in t ­
e rnationa l revo lu tion  and, by tha t, underm ines the 
founda tion  o f the Russian R evolu tion also. The d if ­
férence is fundam ental, and none has understood i t  
be tte r than the im peria lis ts  who concluded the 
W ashington barga in fo r  Soviet recognition.

Soviet Diplomacy in 1918 and 1933

W IT H  A  P E R V E R TE D  cynic ism  possible on ly 
in  people who are as lack ing in  a lleg iance to 

p rinc ip le  as in  any sense o f re a lity  the m iserable 
spokesmen fo r  Am erican S ta lin ism  are beating the 
drum s fo r  the W ashington agreement and ha ilin g  i t  
as a p ro le ta rian  v ic to ry . T h a t is no t su rp ris ing . 
Those w ho could defend the cap itu la tion  to German 
Fascism are capable o f defending anyth ing— and 
th e ir  resources in  th is  line  are not ye t exhausted. 
True, they had to rem ain in  h id in g  fo r  several days 
in  order to concoct an exp lanation of L itv in o v ’s 
pledges to Roosevelt. M eanw hile the ca p ita lis t press 
quoted the documents and b ru ta lly  pointed, ou t the 
contrast between Soviet diplom acy in  1918 under 
Len in  and in  1933 under S ta lin , between revo lu tiona ry  
in te rna tiona lism  and “ socialism  in  one country” . The 
con trasting  documents o f the regime o f Len in  and 
the regime o f S ta lin  show a ll to  p la in ly  who was the 
rea l v ic to r in  the W ashington negotiations. They 
reveal such a f r ig h t fu l degeneration o f Soviet d ip ­
lomacy, such a fundam enta l departure from  the line  
o f Lenin, th a t the D aily W orker does no t dare to 
quote them  side by side.

In  1918 the Soviet Congress assembled in  Mos­
cow replied to  the message o f P resident W ilso n : 

“H ie  Soviet Republic takes advantage of the 
message of President Wilson to express to a il the 
peoples who have suffered from the horrors of an 
im perialist w ar its warm sympathies and its hon­
est belief that the happy moment is not fa r away 
when the workers of a ll countries w ill throw off 
the yoke of capitalism and establish a socialist 
regime, which alone is able to bring about a just 
and tasting peace and to contribute to civilization 
and prosperity of the workers.”

From  th a t a titu d e  “ we are m iles as w e ll as years 
away” , said the New York Times, in  quoting  the old 
document o f Soviet diplom acy. How fa r  we are away

from  i t  can be fu lly  comprehended by a reading of 
the pledge made by L itv in o ff  a t W ashington. Point 
4 o f th is  1933 document reads:

“4. Not to penult the formation or residence 
on its territory of any organization or group— 
and to prevent the activity on its territory of any 
organization or group, or of representatives or of­
ficials of any organization or group—which has 
as an aim  the overthrow of, or bringing about by 
force of a change in, the political or the social 
order of the whole or any part of the United 
States, its territories or possessions ”

I f  th a t does not mean a  complete renunciation 
and repud iation o f the Com intern, as fa r  as the 
U n ited States, “ its  te rr ito r ie s  and possessions” , is 
concerned” , w ha t does i t  mean?

The Bourgeois Press Celebrates

I N P O IN T  3 o f the same document the Soviet Un­
ion had a lready agreed to “ res tra in ”  a l l  persons 

and organizations “ under its  d irec t o r in d ire c t con­
tro l, in c lud ing  organizations in  receipt o f any finan- 
ica l assistance fro m  i t ” , from  any revo lu tiona ry  ac­
t iv i ty  aim ed a t the U. S. government. B u t even 
th a t was no t enough to  sa tis fy  the demands o f the 
W a ll S treet bandits who, according to the Daily 
Worker, were “ defeated”  in  the negotiations. In  
po in t 4 i t  is even agered to  deny representatives o f 
revo lu tiona ry  parties in  A m erica the r ig h t to live  in  
the W orker’s Fatherland, and to  refuse asylum  to 
revo lu tionary refugees fro m  Am erica who rem ain ac­
tive  and unrepentent.

The f u l l  significance o f th is  agreement is w e ll 
understood by the most qualified representatives o f 
the Am erican ru lin g  class. The New York Times re­
m arked : “ The U nited States receives the most com­
plete pledge against Bolshevik propaganda th a t has 
been given by the Soviet Government” . F a the r Ed­
mund A. W alsh, one o f the ch ie f baiters o f the So­
vie t Union, is quoted by the Associated P ress: “ The 
Soviet Government, through its  Commissar fo r  F o r­
eign a ffa irs , now pledges itse lf to term inate the re­
sidence o f a l l  such organizations (as the T h ird  In ­
te rna tion a l) on Soviet te r r ito ry ” . The digest o i 
ed ito ria l opin ion in  the South Am erican press, ac­
cord ing to the New York Times, is  “ th a t the Soviet 
Union of today is  d iffe ren t fro m  Len in ’s Soviet. The 
desire to conquer the w o rld  has been abandoned, 
w rite rs , say, ho ld ing th a t bland pacific methods and 
economic propaganda have succeeded i t . ”  So runs 
the whole chorus o f bourgeois press comments. Have 
they been “ deceived” ? A re  they, perhaps, m istaken? 
Le t S ta lin  come out in  the open and say s o !

W as U.S.Im perialism  Outwitted?
w j O  “ CORRECTIO N”  o f th is  im pression w i l l  be 
i /N |  made— of th is  we may be sure, despite the pa th­

etic attem pts o f D aily Worker to pass off the e x p lic it 
propaganda pledge as a “ rou tine ”  m atter. The most 
rapacious o f a ll the im p e ria lis t powers has not been 
“ o u tw itte d ”  by the clever L itv in o ff, as the shame­
faced apologists im ply. Just as Roosevelt demanded 
and secured e x p lic it pledges, so i t  can safely be as­
sumed th a t he secured de filn ite  guarantees, th a t ev­
ery concession in  the way o f cred its w i l l  have strings 
attached to  enforce the  guarantees and th a t f u l l  
payment w i l l  be exacted.

B lu n t rem inders o f these expectations o f 100c/c 
fu lf il lm e n t o f the pledges were no t spared even w h ile  
the in k  was s t i l l  wet on the agreement. “ I t  goes 
w ith o u t saying” , said the N. Y . Times, “ th a t public 
opin ion in  the U n ited States w i l l  w atch closely the 
observation o f th is  pledge. I t  w i l l  not accept tech­
n ica l excuses fo r  v io la tio n .”  F a the r W alsh adds: 
“ The p o lit ic a l success o r fa ilu re  of the new agree­
ment, in  my opinion, rests fa ir ly  and squarely on the 
shoulders o f the Soviet. Government, w h ich  is now 
under solemn covenant, openly and vo lu n ta r ily  a r­
rived  at, to  end the T h ird  In te rn a tion a l.”

The Basis o f the Retreat

SUCH A  S H A M E F U L re trea t o f S ta lin is t diplom acy 
before the a rrogant demands o f Am erican im ­

peria lism  is not the resu lt o f a sudden departure in 
po licy. I t  is a cu lm ina ting  po in t in  a long series of 
m istakes and crim es w h ich  proceeded from  the theory 
o f “ socialism  in  one coun try ” . T h is  theory, and its  
p ra c tica l expression in  the abandonment o f the in ­
te rna tiona l revo lu tion, d isorganiz ing the in te rna tion ­
a l p ro le ta rian  vanguard and underm ining the strength 
o f the Soviet Union from  w ith in , prepared the way 
fo r the h u m ilia tin g  spectacle a t W ashington. The o f­
f ic ia l repud ia tion  o f the Com intern a t the behest of 
W a ll S treet was on ly the fo rm a l ra tifica tio n  o f a fact 
a lready accomplished in  practise. The Comintern 
was k ille d  as a revo lu tiona ry  force by ten years of 
S ta lin is t leadership. A t  W ashington its  m urderers 
m arked a cross over the  grave.

I f  S ta lin  and L itv in o ff, under pressure o f Am er­
ican im peria lism , w ent fu r th e r than they wished to 
g o ; i f  they were compelled1 to  expose th e ir  rea l 
po licy before the w o rld  more c lea rly  than ever be­
fo re ; i f  they fe lt  constrained to make great public 
concessions and, very probably, s t i l l  g reater secret 
ones, expressed o r im p lied— a ll th is  is also the out­
come o f the weakened position o f the Soviet Union 
brought about by the theory and practice o f S ta lin ­
ism over a period of ten years.

B y transfo rm ing  the parties of the Comin­
te rn  in to  mere pacifis t fro n tie r  guards fo r the  defense 
o f the Soviet Union they robbed the parties o f the 
Com intern o f th e ir  revo lu tiona ry  figh ting  capacities 
and, consequently, o f th e ir  effectiveness even fo r  the 

(C O N T IN U E D  ON PAGE 4)

The " V ita l”  

Paragraphs 

3 and 4
..  3. Not to permit the formation 
or residence on its territory of 
any organization or group, or of 
representatives or officials of any 
organization or group—which 
makes claim to be the govern­
ment of, or makes attempt upon 
the territorial intergity of, the 
United States, its territories, or 
possessions; not to form, subsid­
ize, support or permit on its ter­
ritory m ilitary organizations or 
groups having the aim of armed 
struggle against the United Sta­
tes its territories or possessions, 
and to prevent any recruiting on 
behalf of such organizations and 
groups.

4. Not to permit the formation 
or residence on its territory of any 
organization or group—and to 
prevent the activity on its terri­
tory of any organization or group, 
or oi representatives or officials 
of any organization or group, 
which has as an aim the over­
throw of, or bringing about by 
force of a change in, the political 
or social order of the whole or any 
part of the United States, its ter­
ritories or possessions.

M A X IM  L ITV IN O F F ,

M . Litvinoff and — M . Bedacht
“ T he Communist Party o f Russia Does N o t 

Concern America and the Communist Party 
o f the U .S . Does N o t Concern Russia”

Resume Trial 
of Scottsboro 
Negro Boys

In  an atmosphere charged w ith  
the e le c tr ic ity  o f mob violence, 
w ith  the w h ite  hooded K u  K luxers  
r id in g  every n igh t and bu rn ing  the 
fiery cross on the highways and 
h illtops , te rro r iz in g  the  e n tire  
Negro population, the Southern 
bourbons are b ring ing  the nine 
Negro boys to t r ia l  on the  no tor­
ious ra ilroa d ing  charge o f the sup­
posed rape of Ruby Bates and V ir ­
g in ia  Price.

The facts and evidence In the 
famous Scottsboro case p rov ing the 
innocence o f the Negro boys, in  
which the star w itness fo r  the p ro­
secution, Ruby Bates has v in d ic ­
ated the defendants, and the Su­
preme Court, a re  clear beyond a 
doubt. B u t the class laws o f the 
li ly -w h ite  south are undaunted by 
tru th . Innocence o r g u ilt  is deter­
mined by the callousness of the 
palm  o f the hand' and the color o f 
the skin.

Preparing the Rope and Faggot
"Justice is too slow” , says the 

barbarous ru lin g  class which is 
preparing the rope and faggot fo r  
the tjeottsboro boys. Samuel S. 
Llebow itz, the attorney retained by 
the In te rn a tion a l Labor Defense, 
through several o f h is  employees, 
has c ircu lated through M organ 
County to  ascerta in the sentiment 
of the local population, and has 
found th a t the preva iling  idea is 
to c ircum vent the slow processes o f 
“ ju s tice ”  and apply d irec t action 
to  the Negroes on tr ia l.

O f course, th is  invesitgatlon In ­
cluded on ly the whites, the business 
men and th e ir  hangers-on. The 
Negroes have been so terrorized, 
tha t, according to  press reports, 
they go fa r  out of the way to avoid 
s ta ting  any op in ion on the t r ia l.  
L iebow itz  and the other attorneys 
fo r the defense have an armed 
guard" pro tecting them every m in­
ute o f the day against th rea ts a t 
“ Jew ish law yers from  New Y o rk ” . 
B igotry  marches side by side w ith  
race hatred.

The Real Crime of the 
Scottsboro Roys

The ru lin g  class of the South 
wants to make an ob ject lesson 
o f the nine Scottsboro boys. T h e ir 
crim e is not having raped the two 
women involved bu t o f belonging

(Continued on page 4)

M a ria  Reese’s 

“I  Accuse”
Turn to page 3 for the damn­

ing indictment of the Stalinist 
course in Germany written by 
comrade M aria Reese, a leading, 
member of the Communist Party 
of Germany and one of its out­

standing public spokesmen.

Ind iv idua ls , even m any o f them 
a t a tim e, can be deceived'. Classes 
cannot. L inco ln  expressed th is  
idea in  a  somewhat vaguer w ay in  
h is  famous aphorism  about how 
long a period o f tim e i t  is  possible 
to fo o l people.

The bourgeoisie is  no t in  power 
outside the fron tie rs  o f the Soviet 
Union because i t  is  stupid. On the 
con tra ry, th d  decades i t  has spent 
in  ru lin g  and oppressing the masses, 
have sharpened its  w its  to  a fine 
po in t, endowed i t  w ith  cunning and 
s k il l in  dealing w ith  its  classic 
and m orta l foe, the p ro le ta ria t.

F a r easier, as a general ru le , to 
deceive than the bourgeoisie, is  
the w o rk ing  class. Overwhelmed 
and blinded by the stupendous capi­
ta lis t m achinery fo r  m olding its  
outlook, its  understanding o f prob­
lems and events, the p ro le ta ria t 
advances on ly w ith  the most pa in­
fu l d ifficu lty  towards the a tta in ­
ment o f consciousness o f its  class 
in terests and h is to ric  mission.

I f  fo r  th is  reason alone, the re­
sponsible leadership o f the  w o rk ­
ing  class rests its  case upon clear- 
cu t pronouncements. A m b igu ity  
and over-complicated maneuvers 
are a t the very best, and on ly un­
der special circumstances, an aux­
il ia ry  weapon, fo r  as a ru le  they 
confuse no t the enemy bu t the 
w ork ing  class itse lf.

B u t when a step is  taken w h ich  
covers up something fro m  the w o rk ­
ing  class under the pretense of 
p rac tis ing  a “ maneuver” , i t  passes 
fa r beyond the stage where i t  
m erely creates confusion. Such a 
“ maneuver”  is  the p a ir o f state­
ments made to the press by M axim  
L itv in o v  and M ax Bedacht on the 
subject o f the re lationships be­
tween the  A m erican and the  Rus­
sian Com m unist Parties.

“ Isn ’t  i t  true  th a t the Commun­
is t P a rty  of the U n ited States in ­
sists on speaking in  the name o f 
Moscow,”  asked the W ashington 
representative of the socia lis t F o r­
ward, according to the D a ily  W ork ­
er report o f the in te rv iew  granted 
by L itv in o v .

“ I  m ust profess ignorance” , re­
plied the la tte r. “ The Communist 
P a rty  o f Russia does not concern 
America, and the Communist P arty  
o f the United1 States does not con­
cern Russia.”

This, w rite s  the ed ito r o f tlhe 
D a ily  W orker w ith  a trium phant, 
whim per, is the correct version o f 
the L itv in o v  statem ent to the cor­
respondents, and not the one p r in t­
ed, among others, by the New Y ork  
Times, w h ich  reproduced a balder 
version to the effect th a t the two 
parties had noth ing to do w ith  
each other.

The difference lies essentia lly in  
the structure , and not in  the sig­
nificance o f the L itv in o v  declara­
tion , even i f  the cotton-stra ined 
D a ily  W orker account is  accepted.

None of the bourgeois papers of 
any consequences has been deceiv­
ed. In  its  commentaries on L i t ­
v inov’s le tte rs and assertions, the 
bourgeoisie has recognized w ith  un­
concealed1 g ra tifica tio n  th a t the re­
presentative o f the Soviet Union 
has not m erely consented to the 
fo rm ula  th a t the repub lic  w i l l  not 
ca rry  on any propaganda in  the 
United States— a custom ary d ip­
lom atic  assurance o f no* fundam ent­
a l significance— bu t to w ha t Russia 
has never consented before: not to 
to le rate the  ac tiv itie s  on its  soil o f 
a labor organ ization w h ich  has 
h ith e rto  enjoyed' its  h o s p ita lity : the 
T h ird  In te rna tiona l.

Beginning w ith  its  f irs t utterance 
on re lationships w ith  fore ign, cap­
ita l is t  governments, in  1918, Russia 
has never ceased to make i t  c lear 
th a t its  government has no in ten­
tion  o f imposing the fo rm  o f its  
regime upon any other land, th a t 
i t  is  prepared to  undertake com m it­
ments b ind ing  i t  not to  c a rry  on 
any propaganda in  o ther countries 
asking on ly  a reciproca l engage­
m ent from  the w o rld  bourgeoisie. 
T h a t is  one th ing , and in  no way 
out of harm ony w ith  the  princip les 
o f the workers’ state. A  promise 
th a t i t  w ould not g ran t hosp ita lity , 
o r a t least asylum, to an in te rna ­
tion a l labo r organization whose aim  
is the emancipation of the w o rld ’s 
w o rk ing  class— a ho sp ita lity  w h ich  
was no t refused a s im ila r  organi­

zation (the  F irs t  In te rn a tio n a l) by 
e ither England o r the United’ States 
in  the last century— i t  has never 
before given to the cap ita lis ts, how­
ever much they tr ied  to ex trac t i t  
from  the Soviet leaders.

This promise has now been given 
by L itv in o v ! H e gave i t  in  the 
stilted , bu t qu ite  unm istakable, 
term s o f hia le tte r to “ you r i l lu ­
strious president”  M r. Roosevelt. 
Then, to assure the Am erican bour­
geoisie beyond any poss ib ility  of 
th e ir  fears recu rring , he made i t  
p la in  to the newspapermen th a t:

The Russian Communist P a rty  ia 
concerned on ly w ith  Russia. The 
Am erican Communist P a rty , i f  there 
is one ( “ I  m ust profess ignorance” ), 
is  concerned on ly w ith  Am erica. 
The Communist In te rn a tion a l, as 
the general s ta ff of the w o rld  rev­
olu tion, does no t ex is t, fo r i t  has 
not the v ic torious Russian p a rty  
in  its  leadership, nor the absurd 
Am erican p a rty  in  its  ranks.

Made i t  p la in  n o t m erely to  the 
newspapermen bu t also— and th is  
is vastly  more im portan t— to the 
m illio ns  of workers who read the 
cap ita lis t press and who have no 
cause fo r  tak in g  the People’s Com­
m issar a t anyth ing  bu t face value. 
Assuming th a t th is  was intended 
merely as a c lever maneuver against 
the bourgeoisie— and we have every 
reason not to assume th is— its  con­
crete effect could not bu t be an icy 
douche <lou;n the spina l column o f 
the Am erican Communist movement 
and whatever there is  in te rna tiona l­
is t, i.  e., M a rx is t and revo lu tionary, 
in  it .

I f  any doubts can conceivably re­
m ain about th is  “ t r if l in g  conces­
sion”  w h ich  S ta lin -L itv ino v  have 
made to the Am erican bourgeoisie, 
M ax Bedacht, representative o f the 
Centra l Committee o f the Commun­
is t P a rty  o f the U n ited States, has 
ru th less ly  e lim inated them. E xact­
ly  lik e  L itv in o v  (who a t least has 
the th in  excuse th a t he is, a fte r 
a ll, a government em issary), Bed­
acht hastened to assure the Am er­
ican bourgeoisie th a t the T h ird  In ­
te rna tiona l is  no longer to be fear­
ed, tha t i t  is no th ing to w o rry  
about.

The New Y ork  Times (11-19-33), 
wh ich p r in ts  Bedacht’s statement, 
w rite s : “ Asked aobut M. L itv in o v ’s 
statement F rid a y  evening th a t the

(Continued on Page 4)

E L IM IN A T IO N  
O F  C.I. RUBBER- 

S T A M P E D

The Washington Agree­
ment in the Light of 

Soviet History
A  storm  of controversy has broken 

around the recognition of the So­
v ie t Union by the government of 
the U n ited States. W atery libera ls 
d isdain to discuss the question: 
w h o  was victorious in  the negotia­
tions? B u t the representatives of 
the b ig  bourgeoisie on the one 
side, and the pro le ta rian  revo lu tion ­
ists on the other, both conscious of 
the fac t th a t in  every sk irm ish o f 
the class w a r there Is a v ic to r and 
a vanquished, are fa r  fro m  uncon­
cerned w ith  an evaluation o f the 
discussions between L itv in o v  and 
Roosevelt w h ich  ended in  norm al 
d ip lom atic re la tions being establish­
ed between the tw o republics.

The Propaganda Pledge
The controversy centers around 

the last three a rtic les  in  the com­
m unication addressed to Roosevelt 
by the Russian emissary on Nov­
em ber 16, 1933. Le t i t  be said 
r ig h t a t the outset th a t w ith  few  
exceptions, the whole Am erican 
press in  th is  country has correctly 
estimated them in  th e ir  true  ligh t. 
The outstanding exception is the 
offic ia l purveyor of S ta lin is t apol­
ogetics, the Daily Worker, which, 
a fte r a s ign ifican t silence fo r  days, 
broke out In to  volum inous da ily  
explanations o f the L itv in o v  docu­
ments.

“ Every single one of these a r t i­
cles,”  w rite s  the ed ito r on Novem­
ber 21, “ in  some form  o r other, has 
been p a rt o f the numerous recog­
n itio n  pacts th a t the Soviet govern­
ment has signed du ring  the last 
ten years w ith  the leading powers 
of Europe. F a r fro m  being ‘con­
cessions’ forced fro m  a re luc tan t 
Soviet Government, the Soviet Gov­
ernment was w illin g  and offered to 
sign such artic les  w ith  a l l cap ita l­
is t countries.”

The S ta lin is t mamelukes are de li­
berately ly in g ! I t  is  no t by chance 
th a t they reproduced the artic les in  
question w ith o u t d irec t comment or 
elucidation. I t  is not by an over­
sight th a t they have fa iled  to re­
produce a single one o f thp “ num­
erous recognition pacts”  as proof 
tha t i t  ocntainsl a rtic les  s im ila r to 
the ones offered the U n ited States 
by M axim  L itv ino v .

Betore exam in ing the artic les
(Continued on Page 4)

M ass M e e tin g  of Food Workers 
A c c la ims Drive for General Strike

New Y ork.— The H ote l and Rest­
au ran t W orkers Union, branch of 
the Am algamated Food W orkers, is 
lay ing  the necessary m achinery to 
cope w ith  any emergency th a t the 
H ote l Men’s Association and the 
Restaurant Men’s Association are 
try in g  to force through the NRA, 
w h ich openly plays a scabbing role 
against the food workers.

On November 16, the local com­
pliance board' o f the N R A  ruled 
th a t the w a ite rs ’ wages m ust be 
abolished and the g ra tu itie s  o f the 
pub lic  should be considered a suffi­
c ient amount of money to cover the 
$15.00. weekly m in im um  fo r  waiters. 
O ur Union protested vigorously 
against th is  infam ous ru lin g  and 
succeeded in  fo rc in g  the loca l NRA 
to  rescind th e ir  fo rm er decision. 
B. J. F ie ld  said a t the N R A  hear­
ing  th a t a great resentment exists 
among the restauran t workers and 
a s tr ike  is im m inent unless the 
ru lin g  were w ith d ra w n . F lore  of 
the A. F. o f L . Joined F ie ld ’s state­
ment th a t a  s tr ik e  is. im m inent. 
The secretary said fu r th e r  th a t em­
ployees have been coming to the 
NR A headquarters w ith  com plaints 
and' receiving no satisfaction. A l­
ways, he eaid, th e ir  representatives 
met w ith  a courteous reception, 
received a  fu l l  hearing o f th e ir 
grievances and w ent away empty 
handed. N o th ing  ever was done 
to intervene a t complaints th a t men 
were discharged fo r  organizational 
ac tiv ities .

He attacked the vic ious tipp ing  
system w h ich  degrades the men and' 
demanded th a t a m in im um  of 
$35.00 a week be given as wages to

the waiters. Even the arch-reac­
tio n a ry  Grover W halen fo r  the sake 
o f appearances agreed w ith  Secret­
a ry  F ie ld  th a t the whole tipp ing  
system m igh t w e ll be done away 
w ith . M r. Whalen made I t  c lear 
th a t the national NRA adm in is tra ­
tion  decided defin ite ly  th a t tips 
should not be considered as wages.

In  spite o f th is  decision we are 
in fo rm ed th a t the H ote l Men’s Code 
was signed by the President last 
F rid a y  w ith o u t any pub lic  hearing 
w h ich would a t least give an oppor­
tu n ity  to the labor representatives 
to present th e ir v iewpoint, as was 
done p rio r to the signing of other 
codes. T h is  shows p la in ly  th a t in  
the case o f the food workers Presi­
dent Roosevelt does not apply even 
the legal procedure required by the 
N R A  sim ply because the hotels and 
chain restaurants in  New Y ork  C ity  
and elsewhere a re  owned and even 
operated by the banks. T h is  proves 
th a t ca p ita lis t laws can be enforced 
only against workers and petty 
bourgeoisie, and sometimes against 
sm all indus tria lis ts . B u t by no 
means does Roosevelt dare to force 
the bankers to accept so-called re­
form s. The most iro n ica l item  of 
th is  code is  the inclusion o f the con­
s ideration o f the tips of the w a it­
ers as wages to cover the $15.00 
m inim um . A nd th is  was done 
secretly on ly  three days a fte r  the 
same N R A  declared o ffic ia lly  and 
reported In the leading cap ita lis t 
press th a t tip s  an g ra tu ities  should 
not be considered as wages.

So fa r  no union has been able
(Continued on Page 4)
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FROM THE MILITANTS

Unemployed Confab 
in Minneapolis

Minneapolis.—A  Conference on 
unemployment was held in  M innea­
po lis  on bunday, Oct. 2i), in  the 
Headquarters o f the C entra l Labor 
Union, as recorded in  a previous 
issue o f the M ilita n t. The confer­
ence got under way sho rtly  a fte r 
2 i J. At. Wrn. if1. Bennett, trade un­
io n is t and delegate fro m  the 10th 
\v a rd  Farm er-Labor Club, was 
elected tem porary cha irm an and 
K a r l fcj. Kuehn, secretary o f the 
Volunteer Committee, was elected 
tem porary secretary.

Comrade V. I t .  Dunne, reg u la rly  
elected delegate from  the Councils 
F o r United Labor A ction , was 
chosen by the Volunteer Committee 
to  make the report on Unemploy­
ment Conditions, l i e  was allowed 
30 m inutes fo r  h is repo rt w h ich  
was w e ll received by a i l the dele­
gates w ith  the exception of 8 or 
10 ¡Stalinists who represented the 
Communist l ’a rty  and its  closely 
sym pathetic organizations, ilia  re­
po rt was a M arx ian  analysis o f un­
employment and led d ire c tly  up to 
the reso lu tions w h ich  he was to 
present a t the end o f his report.

Forty-Nine Organizations Re­
presented

The credentials committee report­
ed 37 delegates representing 40 or 
ganizations were present and a re­
commendation was brought in  and 
accepted to seat them a ll. A  re­
solutions com m ittee o f 0 was elect­
ed by ba llo t and ou t of a  l is t  of 
about a dozen candidates the fo l­
low ing were elected: Dunne o f the 
C. U. L . A . ; Thomson, Teachers 
F ede ra tio n ; N orris , Socia list P a r ty ; 
F rank, La thers U n ion ; Haley, 11 
W ard Farm er-Labor Club. Com­
rade Dunne received the highest 
num ber o f votes.

The resolutions committee 
brought in  unanimous resolutions 
w ith  the exception o f one, and th a t 
one was qu ick ly  ironed out on the 
floor. The resolution on decentral­
iza tion  o f pub lic  re lie f wh ich con­
tained objectionable phrases about 
self-help, was replaced by another 
one ana was read ily  adopted on the 
floor. Several good resolutions on 
forced labor, unemployment in su r­
ance, a shorter w o rk  week, con­
sumers co-operatives, etc., were also 
passed.

A  reso lu tion ca lling  fo r  the set­
t in g  up o f a permament committee 
consisting o f one delegate from  
each organization present and one 
from  each w ork ing  class organiza­
tio n  w h ich  may la te r a ffilia te, to 
be known as the M inneapolis Cen­
t ra l Council fo r  the Unemployed, 
was accepted. T h is  reso lu tion also 
called fo r  p ropo rtiona l representa­
tio n  to be adopted as qu ick ly  as 
possible.

Achievements of Conference
In  spite of the many bad fea­

tures o f the conference i t  can t ru th ­
fu l ly  be said th a t i t  pushed the 
movement fo rw a rd  and resulted in  
a  rea l v ic to ry  fo r  the ideas o f the 
L e ft  Opposition. When i t  is  taken 
in to  consideration how the Volun­
teer, Committee was loaded down 
w ith  a l l k inds of opportun is t ideas 
on the solution o f the unemploy- • 
ment p rob lem ; how i t  was com- j 
posed o f people, some very energetic . 
and sincere i t  is  true, b u t who h a d ' 
scarcely a single idea on the k in d , 
o f a program  th a t tne present ob -! 
jec tive  conditions demand ; how . 
our comrades jo ined the Com m ittee1 
and' pa tien tly  struggled a long ; and I 
how ou t o f th is  whole a ffa ir  was 
realized a rea l program  and th e . 
best conference on unem ploym ent' 
th a t M inneapolis has ever had, then 
i t  is  clear th a t our method of w o rk - ; 
in g  in  the mass movement brings 
f r u i t f u l  results. O ur comrades

take cred it fo r  m aking the report 
o il ••unemployment Conditions”  the 
p rinc ip a l issue in  the conference 
and, oy so doing, s ide track ing the 
report on the "Co-operative P ro­
je c ts ’ and m aking of i t  a secondary 
issue. Vve were also m a in ly  respon­
s ib le  fo r  m aking i t  an a ll-inc lus ive  
conference w ith  ike  resu lt th a t i t  
is  now impossioie fo r  any other 
group,, to organize a counter-confer­
ence on the grounds th a t ce rta in  
organizations were excluded from  
the f irs t conference, in  the process 
we have also come in  contact w ith  
some, excellent w o rk ing  class ele­
ments who have become immensely 
impressed by our ideas.

W ork Has Only Begun
However we are aw are tha t the 

bu ild ing  o f tne un ited fro n t against 
unemployment has on ly begun. Much 
d ilig en t w o rk  has yet to  be per- 
rormed before positive results w i l l  
ueconie apparent and we recognize 
th a t most o f th is  w i l l  have to be 
performed by the class conscious 
L e ft wingers. Several tra its  char­
acte ris tic  of S ta lin is t conferences 
also found th e ir  way in to  th is  con­
ference and are being carried  over 
in to  the Centra l Council F o r The 
Unemployed. The outstanding one 
is the in jec tio n  o f issues, other 
than the one w hich the conference 
was called to consider. T h is  has 
the im m ediate effect o f na rrow ing  
down the forces which can be c ry ­
sta llized in to  a fun c tion ing  organ­
iza tion  and a t the same tim e f t  
dissipates the energy o f the group 
by exe rting  i t  in  too many direc­
tions. Th is is the greatest danger 
wh ich the Centra l Council is  faced 
w ith  a t the present tim e and one 
tha t our comrades are s trugg ling  
against.

The Centra l C ouncil is a t present 
arrang ing fo r a huge mass meeting 
to be held in  the A lun ic ipa l A u d i­
to rium . The date is  ten ta tive ly  
set fo r Dec. 10. — CEE K A V .

Toronto Conference on 
Anti-Labor Laws

Toronto.— On Sunday, Nov. 12, 
ihere took place in  Toronto an East­
ern Canada Conference fo r the re­
peal of the notorious an ti-labor 
leg is la tion section 03. The Confer­
ence C a ll was addressed to  “ a l l 
labor, organizations”  so the L e ft 
Opposition organizations and a u x il­
iaries sent th e ir  delegates.

One does not fee l enthused In 
pa rtic ipa ting  in  a S ta lin is t spon­
sored conference, because i t  is a 
fa c t th a t not. one coniereuce these 
people have organized fo r  no m at­
ter whatever good purpose has ever 
shown a successful outcome.

When our delegates handed in  
the ir credentials to the committee in  
charge, the credentials w e re .lite ra lly  
th row n  back in  th e ir  faces— a pro­
cedure unheard of even fo r  S ta lin ­
is t conferences. \v hen we asked 
th is  S ta lin is t flunkey, who as i t  
a fte rw ards turned ou t was on ly 
an tic ipa ting  orders fro m  the higher 
bureaucrats, by w hat r ig h t he was 
m otiva ting  his a rb itra ry  action  of 
re jecting  credentials w h ich  was a 
prerogative on ly o f the confer­
ence, we received the rep ly, “ You 
are d isrupters” . To argue w ith  a 
hopeless bureaucrat o r a foo l, w ha t­
ever th is  specimen o f S ta lin ism  re­
presented, couid serve no purpose 
so our delegates placed the question 
before tlie  conference when the dis­
cussion o f the report o f the cred­
entials committee was up.

The higher bureaucrats, whether 
because they feared obvious opposi­
tion  from  the few  outside organ i­
zations present, o r the  effect of 
th e ir actions in  the labor movement, 
decided to back down on th e ir  
ll unkey’s stand, and denied1 the 
whole m atter. When we insisted

on our statem ent o f the facts, we 
were ru led ou t o f order and' called 
d isrupters. We handed in  our cred­
entia ls again and th is  tim e they 
were accepted w ith o u t a word.

Mass Meeting Speeches
A  conference is, as 1 understand 

it ,  convened fo r organisations who 
agree on a certa in  purpose, as i t  
happened in  th is  case “ The tig h t 
agningt Section i)8”  fo r  common 
united tro u t action. F o r a l l  the 
positive value o f the whole o f the 
afternoon session, i t  m ig h t have 
been an unusually long, grand mass 
meeting. F irs t  one S ta lin is t ex­
posed section 98 in  an abbreviated 
speech th a t lasted one hour. Then 
an other delivered a  harangue 
w h ich  lasted alm ost tw o hours. A l­
though section 98 should have been 
exposed to the complete sa tis fac­
tion  fo r  the sim plest person there 
who m igh t have been igno ran t o f 
w ha t section 98 signified th is  was 
not enough. Now i t  was the tu rn  
fo r  the delegates from  the W1R, 
the F. S. U., the  W . U. L ., the 
Y. C. 1,’s, the Unemployed Councils, 
the Ex-Servicemen’s Leagues, etc. 
to de liver th e ir  exposures, w h ich  
weren’t  completed a t the end o f the 
session.

The Rev. A. E. Smith
The m orn ing session next day 

happ ily  brought th is  exposure to  a  
close a fte r another h a lf dozen speak­
ers had said th e ir  word. The rest 
o f conference session was taken up 
w ith  the election o f a com m ittee o f 
action, w h ich Rev. A . E. Sm ith  
hoped m ig h t no t suffer a prem ature 
death one week a fte r  the confer­
ence closed, as has been our experi­
ence in  the past.”  F inance was a 
very im p o rtan t item , as was a com­
m ittee  to  plead w ith  the prem ier, 
w h ich  committee everybody jv a s  re­
minded, should include trade un ion­
is ts  so th a t the governm ent officials 
could no t c a ll i t  “ another Com­
m unist com m ittee” . Then came 
"one o f the m ost im p o rtan t orders 
o f business” , resolutions, greetings, 
and the program  o f action, the read­
ing o f w h ich  took evactly 30 m in­
utes, and the discussion less than 
live, and the farce was a t an end.

—M.

C O R R E C T I O N
A il un fortuna te  e rro r in  ou r com­
posing room  caused the  fo llo w in g  
section o f the a rtic le  by comrade 
Crique on the “ B lig h t o f S ta lin ism  
in  Alass W o rk ”  to be om itted fro m  
the la s t issue o f the  M ilita n t.  I t  
fo llow s in  log ica l sequence from  
the section o f the a rtic le  already 
in  p r in t.

*  *  *  *
The enthusiasm o f the w orkers 

was h igh . The fo llo w in g  week the 
hoard o f supervisors announced a 
new food order w ith  a fu l l  choice 
w ith in  a very  w ide range of foods 
and necessities, clothes were o ffe r­
ed and a resum ption o f road' w o rk  
was promised by the 1st o f Febru­
ary. Steele wanted to  propose a 
un ited fro n t c a ll by the U. C. to 
a ll unemployed organizations bu t 
found h im se lf fac ing a hostile  Sec­
tion  leadership o f the P a rty  wh ich 
branded h im  aa a “ Social Fasc­
is t” .

The Section Bureau ru le d :
1. T ha t the Unemployed' Coun­

c ils  would issue a  un ited  f ro n t ca ll 
demanding road wo^k, unem ploy­
ment insurance, etc.

2. T h a t the B. B. U. should im ­
m ediate ly w ith d ra w  fro m  the U. C. 
I t.  A. and should a ffilia te  w ith  the 
Unemployed’ Councils. T ha t the B. 
B . U. should im m ediate ly change 
its  name to  H ayw ard  Unemployed 
Council. T ha t i f  th is  program  was 
not carried ou t Steele should be 
placed under d isc ip line  as a “ So­
c ia l Fascist”  and the pa rty  un its  
should be disciplined1.

These ins tructions s p lit  the B . B. 
U. w ide open. Tw o weeks la te r 
two organizations were weakly 
tunction ing  where one had beeu 
before. The W elfare  Board played
Ua nov*f onH Qf>fl PAfl Blit fill WflVGf*

Evolution of the  
A n t i - W a r  

«Fighters»
R ig h t from  the very beginning, 

when the W orld  A n ti-W a r Congress 
was firs t mooted, the L e ft  Opposi­
tion , in  a l l its  sections, endeavored 
no t on ly to expose its  make-up, 
bu t to rea ffirm  the a ttitu d e  and 
princip les of Lenin on the question 
o f w ar.

I t  was in  order to  achieve th is  
end th a t the L . O. representatives 
entered1 the Congress held a t Am ­
sterdam, August 27th— 29th, 1932. 
N o t to oppose the figh t against w a r 
but to seek a solu tion th a t would 
bu ild  up a rea l working-class o r­
ganization, w ith  proper Communist 
leadership. H ow  necessary th a t 
task was has been abundantly 
stressed la te ly.

Professor A lb e rt E inste in  was a; 
member o f the o rig in a l Committee 
w h ich  called the Congress. M uch 
use has been made, by the Com­
m un is t P arties  iden tified w ith  the 
Communist In te rna tiona l, o f the 
name o f E inste in . True, i t  was 
said, he is  a  pacifist, bu t he is  
ready to res is t the danger o f a new 
war.

How  l i t t le  t ru th  there was in  
th is  cla im , and w ha t l i t t le  r ig h t 
the Com intern has to make use of 
his name in  a n ti-w a r w o rk  is shown 
by E inste in  recently. N o t on ly has 
lie  attacked Soviet R uss ia ; no t only 
has he broken off his re lations w ith  
the an ti-w a r un ited f ro n t com m it­
tee; bu t he has ac tu a lly  advocated 
Belgians jo in in g  the a rm y o f th e ir  
country .

“ I  say fra n k ly  th a t i f  I  were 
a Belg ian I  would not refuse m il i­
ta ry  service in  the present c ircum ­
stances bu t on the con tra ry  would 
accept i t  w ith  wholehearledness 
and w ith  a fee ling th a t I  would be 
con tribu ting  to the salvation o f 
European c iv iliza tio n .”

F o llow ing  E inste in ’s spectacular 
e x it from  the A n ti-W a r Committee, 
on the grounds th a t he discovered 
through the pam phlet o f the Labour 
P a rty  th a t i t  was a Communist o r­
ganization, B ertrand  Russel (E a r l 
Russe.l) likew ise disassociates h im ­
se lf:

“ I  severed m y connection w ith  the 
A n ti-W ar Movement some tim e ago 
as soon as I  discovered th a t i t  was 
a Communist body in  disguise. T h is  
had been concealed from  me a t. f irs t 
by an impressive lis t  o f non-Com- 
m un ist names and by the t i t le  of 
the organization, w h ich  as I  sub­
sequently discovered, by no means 
correc tly  represented its  aims.”

These defections should go a long 
way to en lighten a l l workers a n x i­
ous to f ig h t w a r ; and the fa ls ity  of 
T H IS  type of un ited f ro n t  against 
v,ar, under the guidance o f the 
Com intern so unably led by S ta lin . 
W o rke rs ! Back to Lenin, and his 
m ethods!—F rom  the B r it is h  “ Red 
F lag” .

SUBSCRIBE TO TH E  M IL IT A N T ! 
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in g  elements by threaten ing to cu t 
off th e ir  re lie f i f  they fa ile d  to 
w ith d ra w  from  the new U. C.

The U. C. held its  U n ited F ro n t 
and a comrade reported th a t in ­
stead o f sing ing the In te rna tiona le  
they substituted, “ I ’m  so a ll alone.”  
Subsequently the un ited f ro n t ca ll 
was started w ith  an a rtic le  in  de­
fense o f M anchuria  and’ ended 
w ith  the slogan o f Defend the So­
v ie t Union. Steele was expelled as 
a “ stool-pigeon” . Now, over 
year la te r, the Unemployed Coun­
c ils  s t i l l  number less than 200 mem­
bers.

—F . CRIQUE.

LEAGUE ACTIVITIES

Debate Stalinists 
in St. Louis

St. Louis.— When comrade Swa- 
beck spoke to about 100 workers in  
St. Louis on October 27th on the 
question o f Fascism in  Germany 
and the bankruptcy o f the German 
C. P. as w e ll as the O. I .  the L e ft 
O pposition was challenged to a 
debate by a rab id  S ta lin is t, O. W yn- 
ro th . W yuro th , who was one of 
the organizers of the Food W orkers 
in d u s tr ia l Union, was to ld  by the 
w r ite r , th a t he w i l l  face persecu­
tion  by the p a rty  bureaucrats 
fo r  discussing the German question. 
“ You’re a lia r , ”  he said, “ The P a rty  
is  glad to discuss anyth ing w ith  
anybody, and I ' l l  expose you.”  He 
stated tha t he would debate in  the 
name of the P a rty  w ith  the L. O.

The debate was announced fo r 
November 10th. As soon as the 
P a rty  officials learned of th is, they 
m obilized a ll the influence they had 
on W yu ro th  so th a t he would no t 
go through w ith  the debate w ith  
the “ counier-revoutionary T rotsky- 
ites” . They had tw o "reasons” . 
(1 ) The P a rty  doesn’t  debate the 
past. I f  the C. P. makes a m istake, 
i t  critic izes itse lf, and doesn’t  need 
c r it ic is m  from  outside. (2 ) The St. 
Louis C. P. has no one capable to 
debate th is  question w ith  Payer of 
the L. O.,, and the D is tr ic t  w i l l  not 
send anyone fro m  Chicago fo r th a t 
purpose. W ynroth  waved aside 
these reasons. He insisted th a t he 
was going to debate and to expose 
tbe “ T ro tsky ites”  as noth ing more 
than lia rs  and counter-revo lu tion­
ists.

On the day o f the debate the 
P arty  issued a c ircu la r le tte r  to a l l 
workers o f St. Louis ca llin g  upon 
them to “ Smash these enemies of 
the w ork ing  cass” . Headlines sta t­
ed tha t, “ T ro tsky ites ’ debate on Ger­
man Fascism is a Fake”  and “ Com­
m un ist P a rty  does not debate w ith  
stool-pigeons” . Underneath these 
trim m ings  every w o rke r was to ld  
tha t C. W yuroth  is no t a  member 
o f t lie  C. 1’., th a t he is a scoundrel, 
a misled worker, a stool-pigeon, 
an agent of the cap ita lis t class ju s t 
as Payer is. T h a t Payer and Co. 
are paid out o f the roya lties  from  
the h a lf a m illio n  do lla rs w h ich  
T ro tsky received from  the cap ita lis t 
press fo r  w r it in g  artic les  against 
the recognition o f Soviet Russia by 
U. S. The c irc u la r ended up w ith  
“ Give no com fort to these enemies 
of yours” . D rive  them out o f your 
m id s t!”  “ F ig h t fo r  the un ity  of 
the w ork ing  c lass !”

Despite t lie  above “ w arn ing” , 
about 100 workers came to  bear the 
debate, among them the P a rty  sec­
tion  organizer Chauntz w ith  about 

; 25 S ta lin is t henchmen. They came 
j  over in  a body, apparently  to break 
up by force the debate, o r to en­
deavor to get contro l of the ha ll, 
and m ake i t  a meeting to slander 
t lie  L e ft Opposition. A  w arn ing  
was given to the P a rty  disorganizer 
not to attem pt to  d is tu rb  the meet­
ing, and the cha irm an opened the 
meeting by o u tlin in g  the ru les of 
the debate. C liauntz stood up,
tu rn in g  his eyes in  a l l d irections 
apparently to  see i f  he had enough 
force to break up the meeting. He 
apparently thumbed dow;n th a t idea, 
and asked fo r  the floor before the 
debate started. He wanted to  make 
a statement. He did, fo r  about 15 
or 20 minutes. “ The C. P. w i l l  de­
bate w ith  everybody” , were his
iden tica l words, “ Republicans, Dem­
ocrats, Socialists, I .  W. W., bu t i t  
w i l l  not debate w ith  Trotsky ites, 
because they are counter-revolution­
a ry ! ’ He called upon the workers 
to “ honor”  Soviet Russia by every­
one leaving the ha ll. N o t on ly did 
not a single w o rke r fo llo w  the ad­
vice of Chauntz, bu t no t even a ll of

t l ie ir  25 who came in  a body ! Only 
17 o f h is bodyguard walked out. 
The others stayed in  the h a ll and 
listened very a tten tive ly  to the 
discussion on Germany.

The L e ft Opposition speaker, Pay­
er, gave a M arx ian  analysis o f the 
German s itua tion . W ynro th  e x h ib it­
ed his ignorance no t on ly  about Ger­
many bu t about everyth ing con­
nected w ith  the revo lu tiona ry  move­
ment.

In  the discussion th a t fo llowed 
Geo. Benz, candidate fo r  M ayor on 
the Communist tic ke t in  the las t 
elections, denied th a t S ta lin  and 
Co. expelled T ro tsky. He stated 
th a t he had made “ a thoro study”  
o f thq controvers ia l T ro ts k y  ques­
tion. W orkers shook th e ir  heads in  
astonishment as the words ro lled  
out o f his m outh about Len in— w ith  
a gun in  h is hand !— m aking T ro t­
sky res ign !— in  1926! A nd  th a t 
Leuin.'h im self had T ro tsky  expelled 
in  1927!

T h is  is the type of S ta lin is ts  who 
tigh t “ counter-revo lu tionary T ro t­
skyism ”  in  St. Louis. No wonder 
they do no t w ant to debate.

« I  A m  W ith  You for 
a New Party»

Chicago.— 1 have been a member 
o f D is tr ic t  8, Communist P arty  
since 1928, d u rin g  w h ich  tim e  I  
have pa rtic ipa ted  in  a l l the s trug ­
gles engaged in  by the movement. 
1 have lauored day and n ig h t in  
organ izatiqn w o rk  among the mass­
es. The D is tr ic t  leaders, recogniz­
ing  my w illingness to w ork, began 
sending me around the State o f 
I ll in o is  and also in  W isconsin to 
address meetings and do .organiza­
tion  work. On A p r i l  26, 1931 I  was 
sent to Rockford, I llin o is  to pre­
pare to r  the M ay 1 dem onstration. 
F ind ing  th a t the loca l comrades 
were unable to do much, I  began 
to ho ld outdoor meetings th a t reach­
ed many hundreds o f w orkers. Be­
cause of th is  a c tiv ity , I  was arrest- 
c. T h is  m aking the eleventh tim e 
th a t i  have been arrested fo r  m y 
ac tiv ities  in  the labor movement.

T h is  arrest brought home to me 
the fa c t th a t because I  was no t 
a "leader”  1 could be d isc rim in ­
ated against and fo rgo tten  in  ja i l  
and, when fined by the courts, the 
leaders would generously pe rm it 
me to serve out my tim e. A t  the 
same tim e  they pay the fine and 
take out any member o f the “ o f­
f ic ia l”  fam ily  th a t would happdn 
to be arrested.

I  protested against th is  d isc rim ­
ina tion  repeatedly bu t could get 
no answer. F in a lly , because I  was 
ins is ten t they began to c a ll me ft 
"counte r-revo lu tionary” . The sec­
ta rian ism  and bureaucracy in  the 
p a rty  has g radua lly  caused m y en- 
strangement.

However, because I  have been a 
firm  believer in  revo lu tiona ry  dis­
c ip line, having fo u g h t against 
Fascism in  Ita ly ,  France and Ger­
many, I  tr ie d  to hang on to  the 
pa rty . Soon, though, we were ex­
pelled fro m  the party , m yself and 
a num ber o f I ta lia n  comrades, be­
cause I  absolutely refused to  ac­
cept (Jie sectarian policies and the 
bureaucracy.

I  have been, now fo r  some tim e, 
reading the M il ita n t  and I  am in  
fu l l  accord w ith  its  v iew po in t. I  
sha ll be one of the f irs t  I ta lia n s  in  
Am erica to  f ig h t fo r  a New In te r ­
na tiona l and1 fo r  the destruction o f 
the S ta lin is t bureaucracy.

I  am w ith  you in  the fo rm a tion  
o f a new revo lu tiona ry  p a rty  and 
w i l l  bend my energies in  propag­
andiz ing among the w orkers fo r 
th is  end.

Anti-Semitism in 
' Progressive  

M in e r  '
Kansas City, Mo.— In  the recent 

columns o f the M ilitant, the r ig h t­
w ard  sw ing o f the Progressive M in ­
ers Union has been analyzed by a 
few of our comrades who have been 
active  in  the I ll in o is  area. Com­
rades Oehler and G igan ti have 
shown us w ith  accuracy the trend 
o f the P. M. A., and how its  lead­
ersh ip  is fo llo w in g  in  the footsteps 
of the A. F . o f L . by ousting the 
m ilita n ts  and try in g  to  prove to 
the dear old “ pu b lic ”  th a t they 
were “ respectable.”

B u t on the e d ito r ia l page o f the 
Progressive M iner, fo r  F rida y , Oct­
ober 27th, the reactionary character 
of the P M. A . ch ie fta ins  is p  t r ­
aded before the eyes o f the rank 
and file  of the workers in  its  fu l l  
scope. The leaders apparently  are 
no t satisfied m erely to  ape th e ir  
ideolog ica l brothers, the A. F. of L. 
fakers, bu t have gone in to  the 
realm  o f the Am erican H it le r ite  
pretenders— the ¡Silver S hirts . They 
are a im ing  to transfom  w ha t ap­
peared1 to be the in fa n t p rod igy of 
the revo lu tiona ry  labor movemeut 
in  A m erica in to  the spearhead o f 
reaction. A lthough  th e ir  b id  fo r  
b lackguard du ty  is ill- tim ed , never­
theless the  stench of castor o il, lead 
pipe, and bludgeon is to be found 
in  the fo llo w in g  e d ito r ia l fro m  the 
Porgressive Miner fo r  October 27, 
1933 e n title d : “ Russian Commissar 
To V is it  A m erica” .

“ There is more than passing 
in te rest in  the v is it  o f th is  so- 
called “ In te rn a tio n a l Salesman”  
L itv in o ff, who is to s it  down to 
ta lk  about in te rna tiona l affa irs, 
w ith  President Roosevelt. We 
read w ith  amusement much about 
‘once more recognizing Russia’ ; 

‘re h a b ilita tin g  a trade re la tion  
th a t would net Am erica hundreds 
o f m illio ns  of d o lla rs '; and an 
‘understanding re la tive  to  the 
proposed position o f Am erica, 
should a w a r m ateria lize  between 
Japan and Russia.’

"W e are also hearing much 
about the possib ilities of H o r- 
genthau as a lik e ly  Ambassador 
to  the Soviet State. N o t long 
ago we read th a t Barney Baruch 
had been having a long chat w ith  
L itv in o ff and about the same 
tim e ou r ‘unoffic ia l President B a r­
ney’ was hobnobbing w ith  Count 
K a ro ly i w h ile  hun ting  around 
S lo venski-Nesgar.
The M ilitant can pe rfo rm  a  great 

revo lu tiona ry  service to  the ran k  
and file  members o f the P. M. A., 
and the en tire  Am erican w ork ing  
class by th row in g  the search ligh t 
o f its  vigorous c r it ic is m  upon these 
fakers— the Progressive M iners ’
m isleaders— the w o rk ing  class en­
emies in  th e ir  f u l l  regalia. We 
m ust show the p ro le ta ria t the re­
actiona ry  ro le of the Messrs. Joe 
P. Goett, E dw in  Bowen, C. E. 
Pearcy, and Wm. Keck as more 
than a mere trend bu t an organized 
move o f the exploiters. To group 
L itv in o ff, M orgenthau and Baruch 
smacks too much o f the ug ly  m eth­
ods o f czarism  and now o f H itle r .  
Ino cu la ting  race hatred is s t i l l  one 
m inds o f the workers is  s t i l l  one 
o f the cap ita lis t tru m p  cards, as 
can be measured by the a rtic le  in  
the Progressive Miner.

—A. C.

Down w ith  S ta lin  and his c lique!
Down w ith  bureaucracy and Sec­

tarian ism .
Forw ard1 fo r  a R evo lu tionary In ­

te rna tiona l and the W orld  Revolu­
tion .

—THOS. SA B A TIN I, 
New Member of the L. O.

F ifte e n  Years o f D em ocracy in  
th e  C zechoslovakian R epublic
The Czechoslovakian Republic is 

about to celebrate its  fifteen th  an­
niversary. The fore ign reader, and 
also the p ro le ta rian  reader, is  gen­
e ra lly  very poorly acquainted w ith  
th is  county w h ich  he very often 
places among the “ B a lkan”  coun­
tries, bu t which, because o f its  
location in  the heart o f Europe, is 
no t w ith o u t im portance in  the im ­
pe ria lis t game of European po litics.

The legendary personality o f the 
good, noble soldier, Schweik, is 
more fa m ilia r  than the problems 
and conflicts w h ich s t ir  t lie  social 
l i fe  o f th is  state. Perhaps the name 
o f M asaryk, th is  type of medio­
c r ity  aud professoria l p la titude, th is  
oracle of the Czech pe tty  bourge­
oisie ; and the name o f Benes, the 
servile w ire -pu lle r in  the service o f 
F rench im peria ism  in  the provinc­
ia l Geneva theatre are known. 
These tw o  names, w h ich the Temps 
eulogizes as the in sp ira tion  o f the 
“most democratic regime in  Cen­
t r a l Europe” , celebrating the “Un­
ion of the three principal elements 
of the social life  of this state of 
Czechs, Slovaks and Germans in one 
national life” w h ich  appears to  re­
present the quintessence of h a r­
mony, friendsh ip  and good-w ill.

T he  Temps fo rgo t to  add th a t 
th is  devout democracy, in  rea lity , 
rests on systematic c u ltu ra l, econ-1 
om lc and p o litica l oppression o f 
more than three and one-half m il-! 
lio n  German workers and pe tty  
bourgeoisie, on the unscrupulous and 
un lim ite d  exp lo ita tion  o f the “ bro­
th e r”  Slovak people, l iv in g  In  un­
cu ltiva ted  and p i t i fu l villages, who 
a re  aware o f the bloody b ru ta lity  o f 
the Czech gendarmes as the on ly 
messengers o f the new l ib e r ty ; th a t

th is democracy rests on the  m erci­
less ty ranny  exercised on Carpath­
ian Russia, where fo r  years one 
epidemic o f fam ine has fo llow ed 
another and where the highest 
dream of the R uthenian m ou jik , 
liv in g  in  the c u ltu ra l darkness of 
biologic m isery s im ila r  to th a t o f 
the m o u jik  of C zarist Russia, con­
sists lite ra lly  in  being able to eat 
black bread to his hearts content 
on ly once!

Add to th a t the “ peudrik”  (the  
police c lub) the d a ily  d ie t o f the 
Czech w orker ; the restric tions—  
incorporated in  the Czech constitu ­
tion— on freedom of assembly, o f 
the press and the r ig h t to organize, 
and you have a p ic tu re  o f th is  
“ most dem ocratic and lib e ra l re ­
gime”  where the most modern meth­
ods of popular deception are com­
bined w ith  the well-tested methods 
of the ty rann y  of the Hapsburg 
monarchy.

However, even th is  empty dem­
ocracy1 has not been able to  resist 
the blows of the w o rld  cris is . I t  is 
precisely a t the tim e when Le Temps 
sings the most beau tifu l eulogies to 
Czechslovakian “ lib e r ty "  th a t these 
creatures are about to bu ry  it  in 
silence.

Czechoslovakia, lik e  France, has 
been one o f the la s t countries 
draw n in to  the vortex o f the w o rld  
crisis. A  series o f circumstances 
expla in th is  fact, w ith o u t speaking 
of a  ce rta in  eq u ilib rium  between 
Czechoslovakian in du s try  and a g ri­
cu ltu re  and the advantages o f the 
colon ia l exp lo ita tion  o f the na tion­
a l m inorities by the Czech bour­
geoisie. The ru lin g  classes had a l­
ready succeeded, in  the years p r io r  
to the cris is , in  a wholesale deflation

of wages. iW hat was a lready the 
s tandard o f l iv in g  o f the Czech 
w orker d u rin g  the ris in g  conjunc­
tu re— w hat was already the stand­
ard o f l iv in g  o f the Czech w orker 
is classified in  the 13th ran k  a l­
though i t  is  among the f irs t  in ­
du s tria l countries o f Centra l E u r­
ope.

A t f irs t the re la tive ly  attenuated 
evolution o f the economic cris is  in  
Czechoslovakia reflected its e lf  In 
the re la tive  s ta b ility  o f the  bour­
geois government. Sincq the au ­
tum n o f 1929, the tim e o f the last 
pa rliam en ta ry  elections, Czecho­
slovakian po litics  have been d irec t­
ed by a Green-Red coa lition , in  
w h ich  several m in o rity  frac tions  
partic ipa te .

The na tiona l p illa rs  o f th is  coa li­
tion  are form ed by tw o  parties. 
F irs t ly , the  Czechoslovakian Rep­
ub lican P a rty  (ag ra ria n  p a r ty ) , a 
p a rty  w h ich  (w h ile  being the most 
reactionary) resembles the French 
R ad ica l-S ocia lis t p a rty  by its  social 
basis and its  g ra v ity  in  pa rliam ent­
a ry  life . The second; p a rty  is the 
Czechoslovakian social democracy 
w hich, despite its  fo u r years par­
tic ip a tio n  in  the government, and 
thanks to the genia l po licy o f the 
S ta lin is t leaders, has become in  the 
la s t few years a fo rce  num bering 
almost 200,000 members, 60% of 
whom are  w o rke r elements. (The 
offic ia l membership o f the C. P. is 
30,000 m em bers!)

The aggravation o f the cris is  was 
accompanied' by  a constant regres­
sion o f the w o rk ing  class in  its  
da ily  struggles. D u rin g  the fou r 
years o f economic crisis, there have 
been on ly  ra re  s tr ik e  movements 
of any la rge  scope, movements

w h ich have no t been able to engulf 
the en tire  w o rk ing  class and w h ich  
were strang led in  an uncompleted 
stage.

W ith o u t encountering the least 
ex tra -pa rliam en ta ry  resistance the 
government has been able to endow 
its e lf— about one year ago— w ith  
d ic ta to r ia l powers fo r  an ti-w o rk ing 
class economic legis la tion. The de­
velopment o f th is  cris is  was ac­
companied a grow ing weakening of 
the G. P. The red trade unions 
have become p i t i fu l shadows of 
th e ir fo rm er selves.

I t  is  therefore qu ite  understand­
able th a t w ith  the g row ing  pressure 
of the ru lin g  classes on the masses, 
social discontent is more and more 
seeking a solution from  the im ­
passe o f n a tion a lis t opposition 
against Czech im peria lism . In  
fact, in  the last epoch, the la tte r  
found its e lf in  serious con flic t w ith  
the tendencies o f the na tiona l m in­
orities. The v ic to ry  o f Fascism in  
Germany has caused a g reat deal 
of ag ita tio n  among the petty-bour- 
geolsfe o f German Bohemia. They 
have been vigorously suppressed by 
tbe government w h ich  w ent as fa r  
as the p roscrip tion  of the German 
N a tiona lis t P a rty  and the German 
N a tiona l Socia lis t P a rty .

I f  the  Fascist movemnt— despite 
the ra th e r favorable conditions fo r  
it ,  (the  absence o f a pro le ta rian  
vanguard; the desperate and impos­
sible s itua tion  o f the pe tty  bourge­
o is ie )— has not outgrow n its  swad­
d lin g  clothes, th is  is p r im a r ily  due 
to the  scattered na tiona lities  of 
the pe tty  bourgeoisie and its  Fasc­
is t  factions whose in terests and de­
mands clash v io len tly .

O nly recently  the Czech fasc is t 
tendency o f S tirbn y  (an old member 
o f Benes p a rty ) succeeded in  crea t­
in g  an “ opposition ist bloc”  o f ex­
trem e r ig h t Czechs-Moravians-Slov- 
aks w h ich  would have been able to 
seriously threaten the pa rliam en t­
a ry  existence o f the  present gov­
ernm ent and la y  the foundations 
fo r  the fu r th e r development o f a 
la rge r pro-Fascist movement.

A dd (o th a t the grow ing a c tiv ity  
o f the H ungarian  Irredenta  and the 
strengthened demands o f t lie  Car­
path ian autonomists, and the de­
sire fo r a strugg le against the ex­
treme r ig h t and the extreme le ft  
w i l l  be easily understood. The de­
sire fo r  a true  democracy w h ich 
would “ plan the interests o f class­
es and na tiona lities ” , the desire 
“ fo r a strong and au tho rita tive  
state”  becomes ever more insistent.

The democrats are beginning to 
b last th a t very th in g  they have 
canonized up t i l l  now. Masaryk, 
who fo r years thundered against a ll 
the regimes w h ich  kicked over the 
dem ocratic freedoms (na tu ra lly , 
against the d ic ta to rsh ip  o f the pro­
le ta r ia t especially) has made a new 
discovery : “ th a t the democratic re ­
gime is not incom patible w ith  a 
d ic ta to r ia l regime”  i f  th is  d ic ta to r­
ship is led “ by tested and capable 
men” . A  subs titu tion  o f the p r in ­
c ip le  o f parties by the p rinc ip le  of 
“ capable”  people. Th is is the firs t 
step towards the new id o l;  Bona­
partism .

However i t  would be a repetition  
o f the inane m istakes o f the S ta l­
in is ts  to  w ant to dub every in fr ing e ­
ment on the  classical methods of 
lib e ra l democracy as Bonapartism . 
Before tak in g  recourse to “ pure”  
Bonapartism , whose foundations are 
unsure and w hich is in  constant 
danger o f ove rth row al by Fascism, 
the bourgeoisie attem pts to tra v ­
erse a series o f in te rm ed ia ry  stages, 
in  the course o f w h ich  i t  proceeds 
w ith  constant am putations on the 
dem ocratic organism in  order to 
continue to conduct its  a ffa irs  w ith  
the help o f the m u ltila te d  dem­
ocratic trunk .

In  th is  connection the Czecho­
slovakian bourgeoisie has appro­
p ria te ly  chosen its  fifteen th  anni­
versary to  pass a  law  w h ich  makes 
the attem pt to w ard  off the Fascist 
danger, to the de trim ent o f the dem. 
ocra tle  system . . . .  the piecemeal e li­
m ination of democracy.

[ The new la w  gives d ic ta to r ia l

power to  the governm ent fo r  tw o 
years to  dissolve a t any moment) 
whatsoever any p o lit ic a l p a rty  o r 
any fo rm ation  considered a po litica l 
pa rty— and th a t under conditions 
w h ich— we w i l l  see— do no t dissem­
ble th e ir  Fascist in sp ira tion . T h is  
law  opens the door to  the  govern­
ment 'to  reduce— by annu lling  the 
mandates o f the proscribed parties 
— to reduce the parliam ents to  the 
number necessary to insure a secure 
"dem ocratic”  m a jo rity .

The fo llow ing  are the essential 
points o f the new law  :

1. The r ig h t o f p roscrip tion not 
on ly  o f any given pa rty , bu t a t the 
same tim e o f a ll its  existent o r fu ­
tu re  a u x ilia ry  organizations and of 
a l l  parties w h ich a ttem pt to  replace 
it.

2. The given organizations in ­
stead o f being dissolved, can be 
m aintained under the con tro l and 
d irection of the functiona ries  of 
the state ( th a t is  to  pu t a l l the 
mass organizations a t the  disposi­
tion  o f the state, such as the trade 
unions, s im ila r to  the method prac­
tised by Fascism ).

3. Confiscation of a l l  the p ro­
perty  o f th e ir  members by the state.

4. The p roh ib itions o f a l l pub lic  
functions and the cancella tion o f 
its  e lectora l mandates. A  corre­
sponding reduction fo r  the  number 
of the con s titu tion a l m a jo r ity  in  
parliam ent.

5. The r ig h t o f the lim ita t io n  o f 
the personal r ig h ts  of the  members 
o f the proscribed organizations ; 
confiscation and censoring o f th e ir  
correspondence, censoring o f th e ir  
telephones and te legraphs; forced 
residence In  determ ined d is tr ic ts  
w ith  the  r ig h t o f police s u rv e ill­
ance (trans la ted fro m  the “ dem­
ocra tic ”  hypocrisy In to  the Fascist 
language: concentration cam ps).

6. A l l  persons who no t on ly  
continue a c tiv ity  In proscribed o r­
ganizations bu t who have any con­
nections a t a l l  w ith  them  w i l l  be 
condemned. The punishm ent is 
tw ofo ld , on the one hand the  pen­
a lty  in flic ted  by the adm in is tra tive

authorites, w ith o u t t r ia l  (up  to s ix  
months in  prison) and again by the 
tr ib u n a l by means of the law  fo r  
the safeguarding o f the republic, 
(pena lty  o f several yea rs).

A re  no t the S ta lin is ts  co rrec t in  
id e n tify in g  democracy and Fasc­
ism, by speaking o f social-Fascism 
in  face) o f the adoption o f such a 
law  by a government th a t contains 
7 socia list m in isters? In  rea lity , 
th is  a ffirm ation  serves more than 
ever to mask the rea l responsib il­
itie s  in  a s itua tion  where, thanks 
to the sham eful bankrup tcy  o f the 
S ta lin ists, the bourgeoisie succeeds 
in  coquetting w ith  Fascism . . . .  
w ith o u t m ob iliz ing  the pe tty  bour­
geois masses, w ith o u t the least 
“ il le g a l”  action, by a sim ple p a r li­
am entary-bureaucratic maneuver.

The proscrip tion  of the en tire  
Communist press and of several 
a u x ilia ry  organizations of the C. P. 
has m et w ith  no resistance, not 
the s lightest from  the C. P.

D u rin g  the discussion, in  p a rlia ­
ment on the new law , the Commun­
is t deputies displayed the a ttitu d e  
o f sm a ll obedient school children. 
I t  is  the ta c tic  o f the o ld  im peria l 
socia list Smeral who has not yet 
fo rgo tten  the class slogan of the 
pre-w ar social democracy : “Do 
not allow youreslf to be provoked” 1

I t  is cha racteris tic  th a t du rin g  
the discussion o f the law  in  p a rlia ­
ment not one word was mentioned 
on the sub ject o f the C. P. The 
p o ss ib ility  o f d issolv ing the p a rty  
w ith o u t any serious d ifficu lty) is  a 
foregone conclusion fo r  the bourge­
oisie. The press speaks o f “ the 
depressed and confused a ttitud e  of 
the Communist deputies frigh tened 
by the severe a ttitu d e  o f the  gov­
ernment.”

The p o lit ic a l bankruptcy o f the 
C. I .  brings in  its  wake the m ater­
ia l  destruction o f its  sections; a f­
te r  the German, B u lga rian  and Aus­
tr ia n  parties, i t  is  now the tu rn  o f 
the  Czech C. P. to  die a shameful 
and lam entable death!

-~J. KELLER.
From La Vérité.
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(Editorial Note: Lnser W ort,
cen tra l organ o f the In te rn a ­
tio n a lis t Communists o f Ger­
many, publishes in  its  last issue 

a sensational le tte r sent by M aria  
Reese, leading comrade o f the 
German Com m unist P a rty , to 
the Centra l Executive Com m it­
tee of the C. 1 \ G. and the E.
C. C. I .  We re p rin t below the 
statem ent o f comrade Reese 
and the b iograph ica l comment­
a ry  of Lnser W ort.)

*  *  «  *

Comraue A laria  Reese was one 
o f m o best anown anu most oe- 
ioVeu mass spanners or tne com ­
m un ist r a l l y  or Germany. A l l  
ner meetings useu to oe over- 
nnea. ¡sue insunguisned nerseif 
u o m  me other C. r .  l i .  speaxers, 
oy leaving wsiue a ll tne empty 
pnruses aim meaningless gestures 
anu oy, lnsteaU of m at, seriously 
anu objective ly poiem izmg against 
tne po licy 0 1  me social democracy.. 
in  raze, comraue Reese, a t th a t 

tim e a  member o f the Keicnstug, 
came over to the C. i*. U. fro m  
tne £>. i ' .  G., a lte r rea liz ing  th a t 
me poney or me S. r .  G. could 
no t lead to socialism but ra the r 
aiueti r  ascism. l i e r  action arous- 
eu a great Ueat of a tten tion  
among the w onting  class a t tn a t 
tim e, and was u tilized  by the C. 
i \  G. in  a uig campaign against 
tne social democracy. A lte r  the 
German catasiropne, wnen she 
saw m a t tne C. i*. G. nad col­
lapsed in  Germany and tn a t a id  
to r  tne German p ro le ta r ia t could 
be expected on ly through in te r­
n a tion a l so lida rity , comrade 
Reese went abroad to w o rk  to r  
tne vanquished German w ork ing  
class and against the fa s c is t  d ic­
ta to rsh ip . com rade iteese was 
persecuted fo r  her a c tiv ity  by the 
po lice in  Denm ark and expelled 
iro m  Sweden.

The fa c t th a t such a comrade 
as M aria  Reese, wno Decause of 
ner sense o f responsib ility  before 
the w ork ing  mass went over to 
the G. i \  G. from  the ¡3. 1J. G., 
today makes a break w ith  the 

S ta lin is t bureaucracy— th is  con­
s titu tes a heavy blow fo r  S ta lin ­
ism  and a signal fo r  the German 
p ro le ta ria t, we are lirm ly  con­
vinced th a t the m ost decisive sec­
tions o t tne membership of the 
G. F. G. w i l l  go me same way as 
comrade Reese. A l l  the frenzied 
shouting, a i l t lie  lies and calum n­
ia tio n  of the bankrup t G .i\G . and 
Com intern bureaucracy canuot 
impede t liis  development.— Lnser 
Y\ ort.).

*  « « «

f o r  m ouths 1 have been m aking 
repeated attem pts to c la r ify  my 
p o lit ic a l diiierences w ilh  the pa rty  
and the leadersnip of m e lie u  A id  
( i .  L . D .) by means o i o ra l and 
w ritte n  uiscussiou. These attem pts 
were o t no ava il. M y le tte rs  to 
Moscow have been concealed fo r  
the most pa rt, eonhscated or sim ply 
no t transm itted . M y discipline, 
w n ich  io rced me to rem ain s ilen t 
before outsiders on the in te rna l 
differences, was u tilized  in  order- to 
slander and iso la te  me.

O ur las t discussion, in  w h ich  my 
p o litica l accusations were not taken 
up, has convinced me tn a t I  can­
not take back my w ritte n  accusa­
tions of September kb. On tne con­
tra ry , to r the c lu rihca tion  of the 
m atter, 1 m ust add to them and em- 
pnasize the tu c t tha t i t  is  a m at­
te r o f fundamental political ques­
tions now appearing in  your Gom- 
m iltec.Politics, w hich is uo th ing 
else hu t a cousisteut extension of 
you r catastrophic po licy before H i t ­
te r ’s seizure of power, iu  i t  is  ex­
pressed a ty p ic a lly  pe tty  bourgeois 
lack of eonliUeuce in  tne power and 
mass strugg le of the p ro le ta ria t, 
w h ich  is  even increased by you 
abroad to the po iu t o f despisng the 
mass movement, liuked  up as i t  is 
w ith  phrases and w itn  a p h ilis tin e  
overestim ation of the lib e ra l bour­
geoisie, w h ich  in  your view  is to be 
substitu ted fo r the scarc ity  of class 
struggles and fo r  the defeated 
Communist pa rty .
HOW  YOU FOUGHT AGAINST 
A M A R X IST POLICY?

A fte r  your sham eful defeat in  
Germany (before w h ich  you had 
disappeared in to  il le g a lity , in  o r­
der to preserve you r precious lead­
ersh ip o f the w o rk ing  class fo r the 
tim e a fte r the defeat, leaving us, 
tne  a rm y o f ran k  and h ie  soldiers, 
w ith o u t a command), you r Commit- 
tee-Politcs has now com pletely d iv ­
orced you from  the mass movement, 
wTith  w h ich  you, as representatives 
o f the bureaucra tic  pa rty  machine, 
nave iong ago lost a lt contact. 
T hrough you r sectarian po licy of 
the  las t few  years you have fa iled  
to b ring  about a mass movement in  
Germany o r in te rna tiona lly . On the 
con tra ry , despite the revo lu tion iza- 
t ion  o f the masses, you have weak­
ened yourselves. In  despair, you 
are now seeking succor in  the arms 
o f  the lo rds and countesses, ju s t 
as the social democrats d id— w ith
Bruening and H indenburg___

Your opportunism  is so incurable 
th a t you no longer can, conceive 
th a t I  am  figh ting  against the 
Committee-Politics, in principle. 
T h a t is w hy you have told' your 
bourgeois “ comrades-in-arms”  th a t 
I  in s u lt them, because I  have op­
posed you r p u ttin g  them  up as the 
standard bearers o f anti-Fascism , 
th rough  w h ich  you deceive the 
w o rk ing  class. In  one “ common 
fro n t”  w ith  them  you have sabot­
aged my w o rk  fo r  the Red A id  and 
fo r the defeated German w ork ing  
class. W hen Fascism advances in  
these countries, i t  meets w ith  no 
resistance from  your bourgeois

“ comrades-in-arms” . B u t i t  is  your 
po licy tha t has prevented a prole­
ta r ia n  mass movement from  being 
created, th a t movement w h ich  alone 
can otter the necessary resistance, 
as I  have so often  and so repeated­
ly  stressed by verbal and w ritte n  
pro tests. . . .

1 uo not in tend to re tu rn  to the 
isovrei Union in  order to saerinee 
my revo lu tionary w orn io r  a n te 
nueracett iro m  m a te ria l cares. Mos­
cow— l. e., me uo in in te in , not the 
workers— is ottic iauy convinced ot 
me correctness o i your po licy be­
cause ox lore ign-poncy considera­
tions to wm cn i t  is  sacnuciug tne 
w ond p ro le ta ria t, a ithougn i t  re­
cognizes you and despises you as 
me auommaoie bankrupts you a re ; 
and Moscow is agreed to have you 
continue you r •'leadership’' over the 
revo lu tiona ry  lauor movement or 
ce rn iu ny  iro m  tne conee-house 
tames in  i ’ans, w in ie  you te ll tne 
ueseited German worKiug class tna t 
you are a t tne iro n t. anus you 
pe rm it yourselves very easily to 
m ind ou t “ brave”  and provocative 
orders, to  w h ich  la te r on the e lite  
ot tne p ro le ta ria t is sacnlicea. 
anus, w ith  Muenzenberg’s uncon­
tro lla b le  com m ittee bemud you, you 
can very easily p lay a t revo lu tion.

The d ic ta tion  ox the Com intern 
uas maue tne C. i ’ . G. defenseless, 
oecause i t  produced m ental slaves, 
oecauso i t  e lim inated the democra­
tic  inuueuce o f the workers in  the 
m atte r ot po licy and leadership of 
me p a rty  and because i t  thereby 
prevented a selective leadership, 
whoever th inks independently, ta ils  
a v ic tim  to slander campaigns. B u t 
when a s itua tion  came, a t which 
Moscow ie it  you w ith o u t a com­
mand, you “ great”  leaders remain- 
eu headless and helpless. T ha t 
workers’ democracy w h ich  could 
nave kep t you in fo rm ed about the ir 
strength and th e ir  mood o f s trug ­
gles ; w h ich  would have enabled 
even you Moscow parro ts to lead in  
such a ta ta l hour— you yourselves 
cast i t  aside d isda in tu lly . lo u  d id  
not even begin to im agine th a t you 
could learn fro m  tne simple w o rk­
er, th a t the w o rke r h im se lf ga th­
ered so many new experiences in  
the course ot the ever sharper class 
struggle trorn which; you not on ly 
could nave bu t should nave learned 
in  order to evaluate them to r  the 
purpose of the organized struggle, 
no r more than a year and a h a lf 
there was not a single meeting of 
the commission io r  mass w o rk  to 
whicu r  belonged, a lthough 1 p ro­
tested a t least n f ty  times in  w r it in g  
ana by word o f mouth, because f  de­
sired the  organ izationa l construc­
tion  o f the un ited iro n t  and not 
only beau tifu l congresses, from  
wm ch the w orkers were turned back 
empty-handed, because there was 
tacking a sensible way of bu ild ing 
up of the un ited iro n t. The experi­
ences of the workers were not u t i l ­
ized fo r  p ra c tica l purposes. When 
mey did  break th rough  the bonds 
o i the bureaucratic brace in  w h ich  
they were held by S. P. G. and 0 . 
Pr G., spontaneously as was the case 
in  B runsw ick, where they united, 
then they were once again rap id ly  
scattered because the organ ization­
a l m edium  was lacking. O nly the 
press s t i l l  boasted, long a fte r the 
event, o f the g reat un ited fro n t 
success w h ich  the apparatus a t t r i ­
buted to itse f. Moscow had to be 
shown how w e ll the w o rk  was be­
ing done.

In  a l l these questions, I  in form ed 
the C. E. 0., bu t the g reat s tra te ­
gists of the C. P. G. hud learned 
lo memorize a few undigested 
theses, w h ich  they were busy pu t­
tin g  through— or else a l l  th e ir  en­
ergy was consumed in  the organ i­
zation o f the fac tio na l struggle they 
conducted fo r  l i t t le  jobs. You knew 
a ii th is  better than f ,  and you know 
i t  now. B u t you knew n o il ling  
whatsoever at the decisive moment. 
That is the strongest proof th a t 
you never knew anyth ing and never 
w ill.

TH E  OPPORTUNIST COM. 
M ITTEE-PO LITIC S.

I  have been fig h tin g  against your 
Com m ittee-Politics, because i t  is  a 
crim e against the w o rk ing  class and 
has no th ing  whatever to do w ith  
revo lu tiona ry  class struggle. I t  is  
ihe po litics  of the despairing, of 
the defeated, o f those who have lost 
a l l be lie f in  the power of the w o rk ­
ing class. I t  is  on ly an extension 
o f the Muenzenbergian congress- 
comedies, a t w h ich  telegram s of 
fe lic ita tio n  from  H e in rich  M ann or 
E inste in  are supposed to take the 
place o f the un ited fro n t wh ich 
is never achieved.

Dahlem, in  his ch ild ish  enthus- 
asm fo r the “ struggles”  o f the good 
burghers ii^ the democratic coun­
tries  against the* fo re ign fascisms, 
on ly  keeps on looking fo r a l l kinds 
o f sensations— and th a t is in  fac t 
w hat a ll the Committee-Communists 
are doing. They forgo t completely 
th a t a ll these th ings are mere bon­
fires th a t w i l l  on ly leave behind 
them  a f ith y  heap o f ashes w h ich  
the revo lu tiona ry  movement of the 
masses— the one you are| obstruct­
in g  in  its  development by your 
Com m ittee-Politics— w ill  on ly  have 
to sweep away.

You have always taken the road 
o f lea3t resistance and p a rtic u la r ly  
a t present, when i t  brings you an 
income through Muenzenberg. T ha t 
is  a source w h ich  im peria lism  w i l l  
stop, when i t  has no use fo r  you 
any longer. B u t by th a t tim e  the 
Red A id  w i l l  not have been b u ilt  up, 
through your false po licy, fo r  i t  is 
already today le ft  almost w ith o u t 
any means by you r po litics.

You do no t a t a l l  w ish  to  dis­
cuss p o lit ic a lly  about the questions

o f Com m ittee-Politics and the Ger­
man catastrophe. Committee-Pol­
it ic s  pe rm its  you to live  more con­
veniently. Besides, the  line  has 
been la id  down in  Moscow, and 
therefore is correct. Thus— w ith ­
out any discussion we in  Germany 
s lid  r ig h t  down in to  Fascism. B u t 
today, the workers who believed in  
your leadership have to pay fo r 
your irre spons ib ility . I  have a l­
most broken down under th a t 
s tra in  ever since! February 28. I  
cannot keep qu ie t u n t il experience 
sha ll once again prove you r po licy 
lulse. There is a certa in  “ discip­
line ”  w h ich  is a crim e against the 
w ork ing class. T o  m a in ta in  s il­
ence about you r Com m ittee-Po l­
itics  is  ju s t such a crim e. You no 
longer believe in  the power and in  
tlie  figh ting  qua lities  o f the w o rk ­
ing class. Therefore you conclude 
alliances w ith  fore ign lo rds and 
ladies who have as much in te rest 
iu our fig h tin g  comrades as the 
H itle r  barons.

I t  is  not you wno are u tiliz in g  
these people, as another comrade 
of the  P o lit ic a l Committee express­
ed h im se lf na ive ly. Imperialism is  
u tiliz in g  you, in  order— w ith  your 
active a id— to prevent the mass 
struggle and the revo lu tiona ry  ad­
vance in  its  own countries. You 
are iu  th is  way advancing, in d ir ­
ectly, the Fascist development in  
these countries and you are thereby 
s tr ik in g  the w orld  p ro le ta ria t iu  
the back— p a rtic u la r ly  the German 
and the Russian. That is what I  
have been fighting against. Only 
the so lida rity  of the w o rld  prole­
ta r ia t can help the German w ork­
ers and defend the Soviet Union, 
w h ich  is threatened by noth ing so 
much as by the cu rren t Com intern 
policy.

SABOTAGE AGAINST 
THE RED A ID

You have sabotaged m y w ork  fo r  
the Red A id  fro m  the beginning, 
Decause the Muenzenbergian Com­
m ittee-treasury —  w h ich is not 
contro lled by any workers’ organiza­
tion but on ly  subordinates its e lf  to 
a few of h is confidantes— is much 
more pleasant. Thus Muenzenberg 
and yourselves have always been 
able to hide behind the excuse th a t 
Lo rd  T h is  o r Lo rd  T h a t d id  not 
w ant th is  or th a t w h ich  is  to the 
in te rest o f the w o rk ing  class and 
above a ll— th a t i t  was not in  the 
in terest o f the b ig  business man 
Muenzenberg.

Tnus, according to the comrades, 
some lo rd  would no t to le rate my 
speaking a t a m eeting called by the 
Committee in  London a t the begin­
n ing of Ju ly , because I  wanted, i l l  
one sm all sentence, to mention the 
fac t tha t there is an a u x ilia ry  o r­
ganization in  Germany whose mem­
bers r is k  th e ir  blood and, th e ir  
lives, in  order to  be o f help to the 
v ic tim s o f Fascism, namely, the Red 
A id . 1 then refused to speak, so 
as to  be able to pro test against 
th is  opportun is t line. Copies o f the 
pro test were sent to  you and to 
Moscow. In  re a lity  the lo rd  d id  
not perhaps know anyth ing  a t a ll 
about th is . K a tz  d icta ted fo r 
Muenzenberg and the line  i s : every 
advancement of the Red A id  m ust 
be subordinated in  the in terests o f 
the Com m ittee-treasury over w h ich 
the workers have no contro l.

The Red A id  treasury is a t least 
contro lled by the apparatus o f a 
workers’ organization. The money 
does some good to the v ic tim s of 
Fascism in  Germany. The Com m it­
tee-moneys never reach them, con­
fiden tia l people who owe no one on 
account have charge o f them. The,

Red A id  is alm ost w ith o u t any 
means fo r  its  tremendous tasks. 
P a rtic u la r ly  now i t  would have been 
easy to bu ild  i t  up and to create 
the means fo r  genuine support of 
it .  You have consciously obstructed 
th is  and the West European Comin­
te rn  parties have gone along w ith  
you.

I  came from  Moscow in  order to 
bring  the Red A id  to the F ron t. In  
the interests o f the Committee- 
treasury you have seen to i t  th a t 
no t a single meeting was organized 
fo r th is  purpose fo r me. No method 
was too f ilth y  fo r  you to defame 
me among you r clique. You suc­
ceeded in  tu rn in g  the Com intern 
apparatus against me in  no time. 
Muenzenherg’s agent, K a tz , fo llo w ­
ed iu  m y t r a i l  w ith  the money col­
lected fo r the German anti-Fascists, 
in  order to sabotage m y w o rk  and 
make i t  impossible.

You answered m y protests fin a lly  
by fo rb idd ing  me to w ork, because 
I  had said something against Muen­
zenberg and you succeeded in  get­
tin g  Moscow to  reca ll me. A nd you 
infam ous bankrupts rea lly  im agined 
th a t such a command could seal 
my lips. Before you r la test se lf­
exposure, before you r catastrophic 
collapse in  Germany I  would have 
taken a p a rty  order from  you and 
carried i t  out. B u t no t after tha t.
TH E  INGLORIOUS CAPITULA. 
TIO N  BEFORE H ITLE R .

How can you dare race me as 
leaders, a fte r  I  have learned to 
know your rea l w o rth  in  a l l your 
wretenedness, fo llow ing  H it le r ’s 
seizure of power? I  had to pose 
p o lit ic a l perspectives before the 
workers a t the mass meeting, but 
you remained deaf aud dumb a t 
H it le r ’s assumption of power aud 
we d id  no t know the least about 
any o f your plans. I  could never 
nave 'be lieved you so irresponsib le 
th a t you would surrender the w ork­
ing class w ith o u t any defensive 
plan, a fte r posing fo r  years as its  
leaders aud a lte r  you r m an ifo ld  
promises to lead i t  in  struggle.

Even i f  tlie  prerequisites fo r  a 
revo lu tion  were no t a t hand, be­
cause the social dem ocratic leaders 
rejected strugg le in  p rinc ip le  and 
because our pa rty  had fa ile d  to 
w in  over t lie  m a jo r ity  o f the w ork­
in g  class by its  sectarian a ttitud e  
in  the question of t lie  un ited fron t, 
you had no r ig h t to leave the rev­
o lu tio na ry  arm y in  the d itch  w ith ­
out a deiensive plan. I  was dis­
quieted, like  a i l the revo lu tionary 
workers th a t I  met. “ The p a rty  
does not tru s t us suffic iently” , “ i t  
is  a t least necessary to know where 
we stand ’, "we eau’t  ju s t sim ply 
a llow  ourselves to be slaughtered 
o ff” , "an order m ust come fo r the 
whole Reich” , etc., the workers 
said, i t  was not revo lu tion, but 
defense th a t the workers were 
th in k in g  about aud they believed 
tha t in  th a t the social democratic 
workers could be pulled along and 
thus make a revo lu tion  possibe.

The ce rta in ty  th a t the struggle 
was inevitab le  instiga ted them  to 
sacrifice th e ir las t pennies fo r  the 
preparation o f the resistance. You 
did  not prevent them, a lthough you 
never d id  have struggle in  m ind, 
as l i t t le  perhaps as B raun  and 
Severing. Now the workers must 
le t themselves be arrested, repress­
ed, to rtu red  aud th row n  in to  the 
concentration camps, w ith e rin g  
away one by one, due to  your head­
lessness and helplessness.

I  believed— and many o f the 
functionaries w ith  me— th a t you 
had some pa rticu la r, il le g a l defense 
apparatus o f w h ich we were in

ignorance, one w h ich  would in fo rm  
us about w ha t to do when the 
Fascists drew back fo r  the fina l 
blow. You were always so boast­
fu l,  bu t th a t was on ly fo r  show 
a t the mass meetings, in  the papers, 
a t the convention parades and even 
in  the sessions of parliam ent. 
There you gloated over the fea r 
th a t you r w ild , bu t never seriously 
meant, speeches aroused in  the 
Philistines.

And because you d id  uo t take 
yourselves seriously, you poor m an­
n ik ins  o f h is to ry , therefore you 
also d id  not take Fascism seriously, 
m u  the workers knew th a t Fasc­
ism had to be taken seriously, i f  
the p a rty  had had a dem ocratic 
con tro l over tne apparatus, and i f  
the la tte r  had not been om nipotent 
w ith  regard to  the w o rk ing  masses 
aud servile w ith  regard to the 
Gominteru, then such va in  show- 
o ff^  lik e  yourselves would not have 
been iu  the leaderships o f the 
pa rty .

I  tr ie d  in  vain, a fte r  the en try  
of H it le r  in to  the government, to 
find a leading comrade and to find 
out w hat so rt of a perspective 
these suddenly silenced leaders ac­
tu a lly  had. F o r 1 had to appear 
before the w o rk ing  class. B u t not 
a one among you could be reached.

We were surrendered ju s t like  
this, the workers and a l l  of us 
who were not in  the apparatus. 
Tour whole preparation fo r  il le g a l­
i t y  consisted in  securing the con­
t in u ity  o f payments of salaries to 
the apparatus people, the safe- 
maintenance of m achinery, etc. I t  
was on ly thus th a t H i t le r  could 
w reck the whole p a rty  w ith  the 
stup id  lie  th a t the Gommunists had 
set fire  to the Reichstag, w ith ou t 
having to m obilize h is whole arm y.

A  v ic to ry  and a defeat w ith o u t a 
struggle. Only one lie, th a t i t  was 
we wno had set f ire  to the old dump, 
sufficed to unmask a l l  your boasts 
and qua lities o f leadersnip and to 
make the German w o rk ing  class 
defenseless, to leave i t  as a mass 
w ith o u t ledaersliip.

The socia l dem ocratic leaders. . .  
to be sure ! l i  you had taken your 
own words seriously, you would 
have known th a t they could not 
figh t. B u t you a l l  set your “ op­
po rtu n is tic ”  hopes upon them, 
d idn ’t  you? TUen w hy d idn ’t  you 
ever s a y : "W e can only figh t, i f  
the social democrats w i l l  make a 
beginning?”  According to H eckert’s 
apologetics, t i ia t  would be the na­
tu ra l conclusion. B u t I  am m ain­
ly  com pla in ing th a t you did  not 
even prepare the defensive and th a t 
in  the hour o f danger you took 
refuge in  the bushes w ith o u t as 
much as a word, th a t you sur­
rendered the workers who w aited 
defensively fo r  your command.

A fte r  several o f us, astouished 
th a t no th ing had happened; tha t 
noth ing had been done to r the de­
iensive— although you knew about 
the; plans o f the Fascis ts ; th a t a t 
10 o’c lock on the m orn ing a fte r the 
n igh t of the lire  no leaflet had ap­
peared as a rep ly  to the  accusa­
t io n ; th a t no action  o f resistance 
had been begun— a fte r we then, 
w ith o u t guidance and in  the face 
o f an unresisted destruction of the 
party , d id  undertake something on 
our own in it ia t iv e  to come to the 
aid  o i the  deserted p ro le ta ria t, 
w ha t do you do? You cau only 
heap insu lts  on us aud fro m  your 
safe hiding-places, you ca ll us in- 
d iscip lined and headless, i f  you 
had had your heads oil your shoul­
ders Defore, then those who re­
mained faced w ith  responsib ility  
to the w ork ing class and sharing

M a ria  Reese and the  C om inter n
In  her open le tte r, published cured. She tr ied  to obtain a change 

by the newspaper Unser W ort ■ iu  the po licy of masquerades to th a t 
M aria  Reese spoke the harsh an d -o f the revo lu tiona ry  m ob iliza tion  
b itte r  t ru th  about the p a rty  t o j0f  the w orld  p ro le ta r ia t against 
w h ich  she belonged u n t il very re-1 Fascism. A t  her every attem pt she

met ju s t a b lank w a ll.ceutly. The German agency o i the 
Com intern bureaucracy understood 
nothing, foresaw nothing, prepared 
nothing. R evo lu tionary w o rk  i t  re­
placed by ho llow  phrases and boast­
fulness. I t  fooled the workers and 
the p a rty  year in  and year out. 
The Centra l Committee fooled even 
its  own apparatus. People who oc­
cupied responsible posts in  the 
p a rty  lik e  Torg ler, head o f the 
pa rliam en ta ry  frac tion , o r M aria  
Reese, herself, deputy o f the Reich­
stag, believed honestly to the  last 
moment th a t the C entra l Committee 
had its  plans, th a t i t  had prepared 
the necessary fig h tin g  forces, th a t 
the Com intern knew w h ithe r i t  was 
leading the German workers. W ith  
H it le r ’s coming to power and es­
pecia lly  w ith  the bu rn ing  o f the 
Reichstag by Goering’s agents, the 
revo lu tiona ry  illus ions of the  best 
elements o f the p a rty  fe ll in to  dust. 
The Centra l Committee le ft the 
p a rty  to the m ercy of fa te  w ith o u t 
leadership, w ith o u t slogans, even 
w ith o u t explanations. A nother such 
treachery on the p a rt o f the leaders 
is u ijjjnow n in  the h is to ry  o f the 
revo lu tiona ry  struggle. I t  is  not 
hard to  im agine the da rk  despair 
of the betrayed masses and the 
f r ig h tfu l helplessness o f the pa rty  
apparatus.

An Unbearable Contrast
The em igrant a c tiv ity  o f Muen- 

zenberg, H eckert and' Co.: fa lse re-

Reese then 
drew a ll the conclusions fo r  her­
se lf: she broke w ith  the Com intern 
and placed herself under the ban­
ner o f the F ou rth  In te rn a tion a l.

A fte r  th a t the S ta lin is t bureau­
cracy, w h ich has noth ing m ore to 
lose p o litica lly , “ expelled”  Reese 
from  the Comintern. B u t also in to  
th is  act these bankrupts introduced 
a il the tra its  o f vengeful and ly in g  
impotence characteris tic  o f them. 
T lie  m ain accusation against com. 
Reese consists in  the fac t th a t she 
jo ined the camp o f “ counter-revolu­
tiona ry  T ro tsky ism ” . T h is  estim a­
tio n  is not a new one! The “ rev­
o lu tiona ry ”  w o rk  of the S ta lin is ts  
consists in  system atic a id  to Chiang- 
Kai-Shek, P ilsudski, C itr in , Weis, 
H itle r .  According to  th is  logic, 
M arx ian  c ritic ism  o f these crimes 
is “ counter-revo lu tionary”  w ork. 
B u t th is  is not a ll. The resolution 
adopted in  the name of the Ger­
man Communist P arty , th a t is, by 
a few  bankrupts h id in g  in  em igra­
tion , accuses M aria  Reese o f “ ren­
dering aid  to the government o f 
H it le r  and thus de live ring  to 
the la tte r, p a rty  members and sym­
pathizers” . The awakened German 
p ro le ta ria t w i l l  brand th is  base ac­
cusation on the foreheads o f the ac­
cusers !

M aria  Reese is “ expelled”  fo r  her 
courageous open le tte r and on ly 
a fte r the appearance o f th is  le tte r,

ports, ly in g  correspondence, ho llow  | th a t is, a fte r she herself broke w ith  
and sham congresses intended t o . the Comintern. To ca ll the bank- 
th row  dust in to  the eyes, could not' rup ts openly by the name o f bank- 
bu t appear to  M aria  Reese as an rupts is a d irect du ty  o f a tru e  and 
unbearable contrast to  the inne r sincere revo lu tionary. I f  Reese’s 

events in  Germany. M aria  Reese le tte r can have any influence on the 
demanded a discussion on w ha t oc-fate o f the Communists persecuted

by H it le r  and p a rtic u la r ly  on the 
course o f the Reichstag tr ia l,  i t  
is on ly  as inva luab le  testim ony in  
favo r o f the accused. F rom  the 
le tte r i t  is  clear even to the blind 
how fa r  removed the o ffic ia l pa rty  
was ffo m  the thought of insurrec­
tion, from  the preparation fo r  an 
insurrection  and consequently from  
such “ signals”  to insurrection  as 
the Reichstag f ire !

She Spoke tlie Truth
The S ta lin is t bureaucracy takes 

revenge fo r  the fac t th a t a re­
sponsible comrade who found her­
se lf u n t il very recently in  its  ranks 
has o je n ly  and honestly spoken the 
tru th  about the leadership, the re­
gime and the practices of the 
Com intern. The bureaucacy fo r ­
gives. cowardice, forgery, treachery 
and betrayals under one condition : 
to b ring  no tales ou t of school. F o r 
these people the laws of m utua l 
respons ib ility  have long replaced ’ 
the law s o f revo lu tion and o f M arx- ' 
ism. The figh t fo r  in fla ted personal ' 
prestige, fo r  posts and fo r  an as- ' 
sured live lihood have pushed to the 
background the strugg le  fo r  the 
pro le ta rian  d ic ta torsh ip . M aria  
Reese convinced herself o f i t  on 
the tra g ic  experience o f the German 
pro le ta ria t. Together w ith  her 
thousands and tens o f thousands 
o f betrayed revo lu tionaries have 
gone through the same experience. 
In  ja ils  and concentration camps \ 
they are d raw ing  a balance fro m  
the catastrophe lived through. The 
le tte r of M a ria  Reese calls them 
to courageous revo lu tiona ry  conclu­
sions. I t  is the du ty  o f every rev­
o lu tio na ry  in  the whole w orld  to 
publish, re p rin t and c ircu la te  the 
le tte r o f M a ria  Reese in  a l l the 
languages in  w h ich  the explo ited 
and the revo lutionaries speak.

—L. TROTSKY. 
November 10, 1933,

its  fate, w ou ld  not have had to 
become "headless” . You had re­
conciled yourselves beforehand to 
the heavy fa te  th a t was to be fa ll 
the w ork ing  class.

B u t we, who did  not previously 
bear ourselves w ith  tn a t ostentat­
ious, bureaucratic saug-froid, be­
h ind which is concealed most often 
great egoism ; we wno know tha t 
the workers w ant to f ig h t bu t not 
to be sacrificed uselessly; we who 
saw the whole p itifu lness o f the 
disappointed masses and could not, 
would not w a it any longer to r 
your commands because by then 
we could not im agine in  our dreams 
tha t you poor bankrupts would 
s t i l l  deign to p lay  the ro le  o f lead­
ers again— we acted, i t  was not 
out of headlessness o r in  f lig h t tha t 
t  le ft  fo r  lenm ark . I  could have 
also gone in to  h id ing  like  you r­
selves and I  could have looked on, 
like  you, in  silence, w h ile  the w o rk­
in g  class bled del'enselessly.
TH E  REICHSTAG F IR E  AND THE  
¡SITUATION OF UOM. TORGLER.

1 saw th a t you had not propareu 
anyth ing and tna t to r tne moment 
me only am th a t eouid be lu rm su- 
t i i  was tlie  m ob iliza tion  o i the in ­
te rna tiona l p ro le ta ria t, aud c ian - 
iica tiou  o i w hy we d id  not seL nre 
to tne Reichstag. 1 was in  tne 
Reichstag on February 2? and 1 
can exp la in  w hy comrade Torg le r 
is innocent. As a resu lt o i your 
neaulessness aud helplessness a tle r  
iH tim 's  en try  in to  tne government 
uue to your catastrophic fa ilu re , 
as a resu lt o f despair fo r  the fate 
ot me w ork ing class adu eousetous 
or las muoceuce, ne wunteu to taxe 
tlie  step tow ard a ne ip tu l in d iv i­
dual ac tion  so as to prevent tne 
worst, io u ,  least o f an, have any 
r ig h t to make a p o lit ic a l com­
p la in t against him . I t  was be­
cause ot you r irre spon s ib ility  tha t 
ho was chained aud despite your 
coa lition  o f lords and couutesses 
ue w i l l  he condemned aitnougn in ­
nocent, i t  tne in te rna tiona l pro le­
ta r ia t does not prevent it .

And you s it  in  your P aris ian  
cates aud c ritic ize . You play 
roles aud do not even appear to 
realize in  w hat s itua tion  comrade 
xo rg ie r is appearing beiore tlie  
court, l o i i  s im p iy  persecute h im  
w ith  you r f ilm y  gossip, achieving 
auen b r ill ia n t resu lts tn a t Romuiu 
K o lim ia  and Barousse w rite  in  
iUueiizen uergs "Gegeu-AngiTli'' a f­
ter the f irs t  appearance o i tne de- 
lendants, commending D im itro tt and 
me B ulgarians fo r th e ir  bravery 
and uot even m ention ing Torg ier. 
For shame! Even i t  Muenzenberg 
nuuded them the assignment, these 
men m ust have shown w hat au in ­
s u lt to T org le r th e ir  a ttitud e  meant. 
B u t th a t ou ly coincides w ith  tne 
decision of me German G. E. G., 
w h ich  passed a reso lu tion in  P ans 
a t the same tim e and published i t  
in  XHuinaiute, also contending only 
comraue H im ttro ff fo r  his bravery. 
And you mean to te ll me th a t you 
do not practice fac tio na l revenge? 
io u  do worse tlia u  tna t. You know 
quite well tn a t the Fascists com­
m unicate w ith  precision to comrade 
Xorg ier a l l the floods o f po litica l 
in tr ig u e  t i ia t  issue fo rth  from  you 
aud m a t they destroy h im  more 
w ith  tn is  means than w ith  any ot 
U ie ir other tortures.

i t  is  precisely the German G. E. 
G. aud p a rtic u la r ly  its  po litica l 
leadership t i ia t  has a ll the cause 
to commend comrade Torgier, fo r  
never was a p o lit ic a l defendant in  
a more pa in fu l s itua tion— not be­
cause o f the alleged crime, of which 
every one knows he is innocent— 
out because of the pa rty  leader­
ship. T h is  leadership had deserted 
its  arm y aud tied to the bushes 
w ith ou t issu ing a single slogan or 
a single word of explanation to its  
arm y, when the enemy was on the 
jum p fo r  the fina l blow.

How  can comrade T o rg le r de- 
tend you before the workers? He 
was not iu  the German leadership 
like  yourselves. He was only a 
pa rliam en ta rian  and un in itia ted  in  
any ot the plans, no t even in  any 
defensive plan, and believed as I  
did, th a t you could no t possibly 
desert the p ro le ta ria t in  its  most 
fa te fu l hour. The s itua tion  became 
increasing ly sharper, your helpless­
ness was cloaked in  a mysterious 
silence and in  a lack of a l l ind ica­
tions as to how you evaluated the 
s itua tion  and as to w hat had to 
be done.

YOUR LATEST PEARLS 
OF W ISDOM

L ike  the rest o f us, comrade T o r­
g ler was very much concerned over 
th is  aud attem pted to reach lead­
ing comrades. When he fina lly  
found somebody from  Tahelm ann’s 
most in tim a te  circles, a member of 
the 0 . E. C., and asked h im  fo r  
advice, the brave one answered:
“ W e ll----- i f  the workers won’t  figh t,
a ll the labo r organizations are go­
ing  to be crushed, a bloody te rro r 
is going to  rage, m urder and de­
s truction  o f the p ro le ta ria t w i l l  be 
on the order of the day, hunger, 
m isery, balkanized conditions, con­
cen tra tion  camps, w a r against the 
Soviet Union and perhaps, in  the 

| end, the decline o f a l l cu ltu re . And 
you in  p a r tic u la r— these sadistic 
homosexuals w i l l  hang you w ith  
jo y  in  the m arke t place and to r­
ment you to death in  the indulgence 
of a l l  th e ir  sadistie pleasures.”

I  sha ll never fo rge t w ith  w hat 
d isdain and disgust comrade T o r­
g ler to ld  me th is  and added in 
com m ent: “ And these are supposed'

to say th a t o f me, p f u i . . . . ”  And 
then he concluded: “ One would 
th in k  tha t he d know something” . 
And now comrade T o rg le r is actua l­
ly  going through a ll th is. Do you 
th in k  tha t your defenseless surren­
der o f the w ork ing  class has had 
no effect on comrade Torg ler, has 
le ft  no trace on him? W hy  d idn ’t  
you heroes te ll th is  to the w o rk­
ers beforehand? W’liy  did you say 
th a t the B ruening d ic ta to rsh ip  was 
open Fascism? Why did  you, in  
saying tha t, prevent the workers 
irom  struggle? Why doesn’t  Heck­
e rt and why don't you speak of 
these and other sins? Do you be­
lieve th a t the German workers 
nave forgotten this?

And when I  met a comrade from  
the G. E. G. on the day o f the fire  
and asked her fo r the perspective 
of the party , she said the same 
th ing. So you did  know w hat was 
going on, and yet you did  not pre­
pare any defensive— only defensive 
quarters fo r  yourselves!

As la te as February 27, F lo rin  
said helplessly Wiien X met him in  
me Reiciistag, where he had come 
to r advice to comrade T o rg le r on 
the m atte r of postponing some 
t r ia l : " I f  the workers won’t  fight 
. . . .  etc.”  T ha t was always the 
answer. B u t since when do lead­
ers w a it fo r  commands from  tne ir 
soldiers? A t  the same tim e he also 
.o ld  me to re ta in  my liv in g  quar­
ters, perhaps we wouid rem ain ue- 
puties like  in  11)23. lo u  were so 
neipless aud heauiess th a t you 
were le ft  w itn ou t any perspective 
wnen the cable from  .Moscow la n - 
ett to arrive . B u t tne a tiu u u e  ox 
.Moscow in  th a t ueoisive s itua tion  
snows w hat a catasiropne cau o ie r- 
lake tlie  w ork ing Class, wnen me 
revo lu tiona ry  movement ot a coun­
try  lacks indepenuent xeauersuip..

F u ll o f anger, disgust and despair 
a t so much irrespons iu iu ty  and a t 
me qu ie t getaway o f tlie  leader­
ship) comrade T org le r wanuered, 
conscious ot h is inuoceuce, in to  
the Fascist prison, driven by a 
sense of responsib ility  to the w ork­
ing  class, w iiom  fie wanted, to a id  
w ith  a is ind ivaua l action. Gomrade 
Torgler can defend the Gommunist 
pa rty  against the stup id  provoca­
tive  charge o f bu rn ing the Reich­
stag, but he canuot deieud tbe 
Gommunist p a rty  leauersnip ueiore 
the w ork ing  class. Anu m at is the 
reason w hy you are leum g loose a 
H interland discussion aoout h im  
w iiicn  is qu ite w orthy o f your a iu - 
tude before the nre— you wno are 
vainglorious in  the nnneriunu aud 
make the w o rk  o f other comrades 
impossible, f in a lly  to ro id  i t  a ito - 
ge iiie r as "g rea t leuuers i  oecuuse 
. . . .  tha t m igh t tu rn  out to. oe com­
pe tition  to tne Muenzeiioerg Goin- 
nu ttee-treasury in  me interests of 
m q Red A id  and because i t  in ign t 
oe of a id  to tne German an tt-rasc- 
ists instead of Muenzenuerg auu 
yourselves.

>VHAT IS  NECESSARY
A fte r the German defeat I  had 

occasion to become acquainted w ith  
almost a l l the European Gomunern 
sections. I  found everywhere the 
self-same in cap ab ility  to evaluate 
and u tilize  the p o litica l s itua tion  
aud its  possib ilities to r  tbe rev­
o lu tionary  movement. B u t a l l th is  
is made up to r  by so much the 
greater in trigues. Also w ith  re­
gard to Moscow, w h ich  no oue dares 
to oppose w ith  p o lit ic a l arguments, 
everyone works through in trigues, 
lies, the confiscation o f le tters, the 
defamation of active comrades, 
etc., etc.

T lie  so-called p o lit ic a l line  is a 
co lo rfu l misnmash o f u ltra -L e ft 
adventurism  and opportunism. Has 
i t  ever occurred to you th a t because 
of your catastrophic fa ilu re  the 
com m unist parties a l l over the 
w o rid  have suffered a loss oil con­
fidence among the masses? Don’t 
you fo llow  any- election results? I f  
such preposterous p o lit ic a l bank­
rup ts do not of th e ir  own w i l l  leave 
the arena of h is to ry, then i t  is tim e 
th a t the w ra th  of t lie  workers should 
sweep them away. They m ust no 
longer pay any a tten tign  to them, 
but proceed to tbe creation o f p a rty  
forces independent of Moscow’s 
Gominteru and to the bu ild ing  up 
of a new Communist pa rty  and In ­
te rna tiona l w h ich w i l l  not to le r­
ate any om nipotent apparatus s it­
tin g  enthroned above it ,  cu t loose 
iro m  the w ork ing  class, bu t w i l l  
on the other hand in s titu te  a dem­
ocra tic contro l o f the workers over 
the apparatus and its  employees.

O nly thus w i l l  the w ork ing class 
be able to ca rry  out its  h is to ric  
m ission as the lib e ra to r of human­
ity . T ha t w i l l  be d ifficu lt, b u t i t  
is the on ly road, because the hope 
to renovate the Com intern parties 
no longer exists, since— a fte r the 
f r ig h tfu l defeat in  Germany, w h ich  
was a defeat fo r the whole w o rld  
p ro le ta ria t— the bankrupt leader­
ship! w ith  its  disastrous po licy are 
uot compelled to abdicate. W ith  such 
a leadership the revo lu tionary 
movement w i l l  on ly be carried to 
its  grave fo r  the benefit o f a paid 
apparatus th a t has noth ing w hat­
ever in  common w ith  the liv in g , 
Bolshevik struggle.

I  spurn the fleshpots o f Moscow 
and m ateria l maintenance by your 
apparatus, as long I  can do anyth ing 
useful fo r  the libe ra tion  of the 
pro le ta ria t. I f  you had been so 
great in  the organization of the rev­
o lu tion  as you are in  in tr ig u in g

to be revo lu tiona ries ! To th is  end | and in  po litica l impotence, Ger- 
they have always boasted so, so many would never have known 
as to have such a perspective w ith -  Fascism, 
out any plan o f preventing it .  And Amsterdam, Oct. 26, 1938.

M A R I A  R E E S E  A C C U S E S  ! A n  I n d i c t m e n t  o f  
t h e  S t a l i n i s t s  b y  a  L e a d e r  o f  t h e  G e r m a n  C . P .
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Notes o f the 

W eek
B A C IL L I CULTURES, concocted 

by bespectacled scientists in  chem­
ic a l laboratories, w i l l  serve as 
m a jo r am m unition in  the next war. 
A n a rtic le  in  a recent issue of 
Weltbuehne, published in  Zurich , 
S w itzerland by a group o f exiled 
German in te llectua ls , reveals fev­
erish a c tiv ity  among the bio-chem­
ic a l savants as p a rt of the general 
m ilita r iz a tio n  o f Germany by H i t ­
le r  and h is  Nazis. The a rtic le  is 
the w o rk  o f an anonymous chemist, 
h im se lf employed a t th is  devilish 
task .

* * * *
The last w a r introduced the use 

o f gases to poison the enemy en 
masse a t the fro n t. B u t the “ en­
emy”  was s t i l l  le ft  w ith  sufficient 
human resources behind the lines. 
In  the fu tu re , w ar methods are 
to be more e ffec tive : They w i l l  take 
care to r id  the “ enemy”  of man­
power in  the h in te rland  as well. 
Reliable spies, equipped w ith  the 
choicest o f these deadly serums, 
w i l l  need apply on ly a single in ­
jec tion  in to  one head o f cattle  to 
b rin g  about the exte rm ina tion  of 
a whole metropolis, of m illions  of 
men, women and children.

*  *  *  »

M eanwhile the w ar clouds are ga­
thering , the harpies o f capita lism  
are concocting the brew o f bloody 
slaughter out of economic chaos 
and p o lit ic a l despair. The s p ir it  
of the coming w a r is being n u r­
tured w ith  the m ysterious hocus 
pocus o f pacifist or na tiona lis t 
slogans.

Who does not reca ll how the 
m ystic gas of “ Save the W orld  fo r  
Dem ocracy”  poisoned the m inds of 
hundreds o f thousands whose bodies 
were la te r poisoned by M e lin ite  
and Y perite  on the ba ttle  fields?

Who does not recognize today the 
venomous substance of tha t “ dem­
ocra tic ”  w ar-cry w h ich has brought 
In  its  wake the bloodiest and most 
ruth less of d ic ta torsh ips in  Ita ly , 
in  Germany, in  the Balkans, in  
Poland and Hungary?

*  »  *  *

SUCH E X P E R IE N C E S  should 
pu t on his guard every th in k in g  
w orker, every human being who 
can see fu rth e r than his nose. The 
workers m ust be armed against the 
m ental b a c illi w h ich  are to do the 
advance w ork  fo r  the more tangib le 
b a c illi th a t threaten to destroy 
them by the m illions.

*  *  *  *

One such bacillus is the vapid 
o ra to ry  about Soviet Recognition 
as a step tow ard peace. N o th ing 
can be more dangerous from  the 
po in t o f view  o f those whom the 
cap ita lis t system explo its as pro fit- 
producing machines today and as 
cannon fodder tom orrow . I f  the 
S ta lin  bureaucrats who pose as 
Communist leaders of the workers 
jo in  in  and promote the  spreading 
o f such a poison— th a t on ly puts 
the stigm a o f be traya l upon them. 
The m ilita n t and wide-awake w o rk ­
ers w i l l  not recognize the Roose­
ve lt toasts! of the Prada Sta lin is ts  
as the voice of the Soviets. They 
w i l l  recognize i t  much ra th e r in 
words, th a t the bosses’ New York 
Times rejoices to rem ark, are 
“ m iles . . . .  aw ay when wd read the 
undertakings given by the Soviet
Foreign M in is te r ( L i tv in o f f )___as
a condition of recognition by the 
U n ited States” . (E d ito r ia l, Satur­
day, Nov. 18.)

*  *  *  *

Those words, the rep ly  o f Len in ’s 
Soviet Congress in  1918 to an over­
tu re  from  the Roosevelt of tha t 
tim e, from  the “ id ea lis tic ”  w ar 
monger W oodrow W ilson— w e re : 

“ The Soviet Republic takes 
advantage o f the mesasge of 
President W ilson to express to 
a l l  the people who have suffer­
ed from  the horrors of im per­
ia lis t  war, its  warn sympatihes 
and its  honest be lie f th a t the 
happy moemnt is not fa r  away 
when the workers of a l l  coun­
tr ies  w i l l  throw off the yoke of 
capitalism and establish a so­
cialist regime, w hich alone is 
able to b ring  about a ju s t and 
lasting peace and to contribute 
to the c iv iliza tion  and prosper­
i t y  o f the workers.”

* # * *
The horrors of the “ ba c illic ”  im ­

p e ria lis t w a r o f the fu tu re— w hich 
promises to be a thousand times 
more te rrib le  than the last, “ poison 
gaseous”  w a r— can be prevented 
in  th a t same way only. T h is  is 
the t ru th  th a t the revo lu tiona ry  
workers in  th is  country w i l l  have 
to pound out as a pow erfu l defense 
against the advance bac illi.

—G . . . .  n.
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(Continued from  page 1) wers to the descrip tion : the C om -,tra ined fro m  ca rry ing  on reaction- 
m unist In te rna tiona l. L itv in o v  has ary, and even counter-revolutionary

themselves, le t us quote a bourgeois pledged the Soviet governm ent to 
comment w h ich  d ire c tly  contradicts expei tha  In te rn a tio n a l from  its  
the Daily W orker and is on ly typ i- borders. And in  doing so, he has 
cal o f the reaction of the whole given fo rm a l and, so to speak, or- 
bourgeois press. “ The barga in ganizational acknowledgement to a 
M r. Roosevelt drove w ith  L itv in o v  process o f p o lit ic a l liqu ida tion  of 
is  the ta lk  of d ip lom ats every- jbe Communist In te rn a tio n a l wh ich 
where,”  w rites  Pau l M allon, the has been going on under s ta lin is t 
W ashington correspondent o f the ru i e fo r ten years and w h ich  is 
Brooklyn Daily Eagle (11-23-1933). ,10t  in it ia te d  bu t only crowned by 
“Neither trance nor B ritain has the la test act o f perfidy a t Wash- 
as gqod an agreement with Russia ingt0n.
as we have. I t  rea lly  m arks the 
firs t tim e Russia has ever given in  
to the w orld  powers. Our officials 
believe it w ill lead to the abandon­
ment of the American section of 
the| Comintern. T h a t means the 
Com intern w i l l  be advocating w orld  
revo lu tion everywhere except in  the 
United States. I t  does no t m atte r 
much because th a t o u tfit has been 
more or less i>assive fo r  several 
years.”

Drawing the Balnce Sheet
The borugeoisie is deeply con­

cerned w ith  draw ing up a balance 
sheet under w hat was given and 
w hat was received. The p ro le ta r­
ia t  should be equally interested.

A r t ic le  3 of the L itv in o v  note to 
Roosevelt pledges the Soviet Union 
"N o t to pe rm it the fo rm a tio n  or 
residence on its  te r r ito ry  o f any 
organization o r group —  w hich 
makes c la im  to be the government 
of, or makes attem pts upon the ter-

The pact does not on ly pledge 
Russia to  the suppression o f the 
Comintern. (W e say suppression 
advisedly, fo r  i t  is  not re a lly  an 
expulsion. Can the seat o f the 
Com intern be transfe rred  to B erlin?  
o r perhaps to Tokyo, o r perhaps to 
...W ash ing to n? ) I t  means th a t 
the Am erican Communist P a rty  and 
its  representatives in  the Executive 
Committee o f the Comintern, are 
henceforth non-grata w ith t  he So­
v ie t Government, and may not take 
up residence upon its  te rr ito ry . I t  
means th a t a group of revo lu tion ­
a ry  F ilip in o  na tiona lis ts  s tr iv in g  
fo r  the independence o f the Is ­
lands, driven from  th e ir  land by 
Am erican im peria lism  lik e  the Rus­
sian revo lu tion is ts  were driven 
from  the Em pire by Czarism— can­
not find asylum in  the fa the rland  
of the. workers o f the w o r ld . . .  For, 
im pudent rogues th a t they are, they 
have designs “ upon the te r r ito r ia l

l i to r ia l  in te g r ity  of, the U n ited in te g r ity  of the U n ited States, its
States, its  te rr ito r it ie s  o r posses­
sions ; no t to form , subsidize, sup­
po rt o r pe rm it on its  te r r ito ry  
m ilita ry  organizations or groups 
having the aim  o f armed struggle 
against the U n ited States, its  te r­
r ito r ie s  o r possessions, and to pre­
vent any re c ru itin g  on behalf of 
such organizations and groups.”  

A rtic le  4 of the same note makes 
the significance o f the L itv in o v  
c a p itu la tio n  even more obvious : 
"N o t to pe rm it the fo rm a tion  or 
residence on its  te rr ito ry  of any 
organization o r group—and to pre­
vent the a c t iv ity  on its  te rr ito ry  
o f any organization or group, or of 
representatives o r offic ia ls o f any 
organization o r group— w h ich  has 
as an aim  the overth row  of, or 
b ring ing  about by force o f a change 
in, the p o lit ic a l o r social order of 
the whole o r any p a rt of the United 
States, its  te rr ito r ie s  or posses­
sions.”

In  these undertakings, the S ta lin  
regime pledges its e lf to something 
which i t  has never previously 
yielded to a bourgeois governm ent: 

The formal suppression or 
expulsion from the Soviet Un­
ion of the Third International, 
or any other revolutionary or­
ganization not strictly limited 
hi its objects to Russia.
This is precisely how Roosevelt 

understands the tw o artic les , th is  
is how L itv in o v  re a lly  understands 
them, th is  is how the bourgeois 
press has un iversa lly  construed 
them, fo r  the simple reason tha t 
no other in te rp re ta tion  is conceiv­
able.

And because th is  is how every 
Communist w orker in  the country

te rrito rie s  or possessions” . I t  means 
tha t i f  another B i l l  Haywood were 
to seek the ho sp ita lity  o f thq So­
v ie t Union, i t  would be granted 
him — if  a t a ll— only on condition 
th a t he re fra in  fro m  conducting 
any p o lit ic a l ag ita tion  o r a c tiv ity . 
I t  means leaving the Am erican 
Communist P a rty  in  the lu rch  even 
more ca llously  and openly than 
was done to the German Commun­
is t P a rty  in  the c ruc ia l days of 
H itle r 's  progress. I t  means— we 
cannot repeat i t  often enough— the 
suppression o f the Com m unist In ­
te rna tiona l by the S ta lin is t regime 
a t the demand o f the Am erican 
bourgeoisie.

A Lie of the D aily Worker
B u t such demands have been 

made in  the past, many times, by 
various bourgeois governments, i t  
is said. Yes, many tim es and' by 
many governments. T ha t is true. 
And, adds the D aily Worker, “ every 
single one of these artic les, in  some 
fo rm  o r  another, has been p a rt of 
the numerous recognition pacts th a t 
the Soviet government has signed 
d u rin g  the la s t ten years w ith  the 
leading powers o f Europe.”  T h is  
c la im  we have labelled above fo r  
w hat i t  i s : a lie.

W hat the Soviet government has 
signed, and w ha t i t  has agreed to 
com m it its e lf  to since its  f irs t began 
re la tions w ith  c a p ita lis t govern­
ments is a simple and unambiguous 
unde rtak ing : th a t the Soviet gov­
ernment pledges its e lf not to carry 
on any “ subversive propaganda”  in  
the coun try  w ith  w h ich  i t  estab­
lishes d ip lom atic  re lations, i f  a 
rec iproca l engagement is  under­
taken.. T h is  is  qu ite  understand- 

has understood the terms o f th e 1 able, th is  is correct, and warranted 
recogn ition agreement, the D aily by the re la tionsh ip  o f forces. I t  
1) o rker has engaged in  a campaign ig the k in d  o f a concession w h ich  
of befuddlement, deceit and false- ig pe rfectly  leg itim a te  ;ynd required 
hood w h ich  has exceeded a ll bounds by the s itua tion  in  w h ich  the Soviet 
w h ich  i t  has thus fa r  reached in  republic, as a socia lis t s ta te  in  a 
its  polychrome career. W ithou t the cap ita lis t encirclem ent, finds itse lf, 
s lightest a ttem pt a t analyzing the No serious revo lu tion is t w i l l  ever 
text, o r o f prov ing its  absolutely lodge a com pla in t against such a 
untenable assertion, i t  dismisses the concession, any more than he w i l l  
pe rfec tly  obvious w ith  the declara-’ opopse concessions to the enemy in
tion  th a t the cap ita lis t press

“ . . . .k n o w  th a t every a ttem pt to 
c la im  th a t A rtic le  4 of the L itv in o v  
pact applies to the Communist In ­
te rna tiona l w i l l  meet w ith  defeat.” 
(11-21-1933.)

Is  i t  possib»«* th a t the ed ito r 
rea lly  believes his readers to be 
so naive o r stup id  as to accept th is  
bald a ffirm ation  «is i t  stands, or is 
i t  m erely his way o f proving th a t 
he is w orthy o f h is h ire? To whom 
and w hat does A rt ic le  4 apply, i f  
not to, the Com m unist In te rn a tio n ­
al? W hat “ organ ization o r group”  
has been formed o r is  now resident 
in  the Soviet Union “ having the aim  
of armed strugg le against the U n i­
ted States, its  te rr ito rie s  o r posses­
sions” ? W hat organization is  en­
gaged in  a c tiv ity  on the te r r ito ry  
o f the Soviet Union “ w h ich  has as 
an a im  the overthrow  of, or b ring ­
in g  about by force of a change in, 
the p o lit ic a l or social order o f the 
whole o r any pa rt o f the United 
States, its  te rr ito r ie s  or posses­
sions” ?

To Whom Does I t  Apply?
Do these words o f the pact— 

w h ich we assume were w ritte n  fo r 
some more serious purpose than 
the advancement of the consump­
tion  of paper and ink; in  the U n ited 
States— perhaps apply to the In ­
tou ris t?  Or the M ethodist church 
in  Leningrad? O r the Moscow office 
o f the General E le c tr ic  Company? 
We pe rm it ourselves to doubt it ,  
however m uch our skepticism  may 
perplex the ed ito r of the D aily  
Wroker to whom i t  is a l l so clear, 
clearer, we have no doubt, than he 
is ready to w rite .

We ask the pardon o f the reader 
fo r repeating the tra g ica lly  obvi­
ous : The term s of the pact are 
anyth ing  but ambiguous. There is 
and has been one and on ly one “ o r­
ganization or group”  on the te rri-

p rinc ip le . He w i l l  understand th a t 
i t  is  given not because Russia has 
ceased to be revo lu tionary, bu t be­
cause the workers in  the ca p ita lis t 
countries have not yet become rev­
o lu tionary , i. e., are not yet pre­
pa id  to seize power.

T h a t is  one th ing . Q uite a d if-

titud e  o f the Soviets tow ards the ] 
Genoa and B r it is h  demands, there; 
are more than enough “ pure ly  Am ­
erican”  precedents by w h ich  to  go.

W hen he stepped on to Am erican 
soil, L itv in o v  expressed the “ keen 
sense of the p riv ilege  th a t is mine 
in  being the f irs t o ffic ia l represen­
ta tive  to b ring  greetings to the 
A m eircan people from  the peoples of 
the Soviet Un ion” . B oth  L itv in o v  I 
and his Am erican bourgeois aud i­
ence knew th a t th is  statem ent was 
g ra tu itous ly  false. The t ru th  is j 
tha t L itv in o v  had a predecessor as] 
offic ia l Soviet representative to the 
United States.

In  A p r i l 1918, Ludw ing  C. A. K . 
M artens was appoitned, in  a docu­
ment signed fo r  the People’s Com­
m issa ria t fo r Fore ign A ffa irs  of the 
Soviets by C liicherin  as its  repre­
sentative in  th is  country, seeking to 
establish norm al re la tions w ith  the 
United States. M artens was not 
received w ith  the offic ia l pomp and 
ceremony th a t attended L itv in o v ’s 
a rr iv a l— he was only greeted by a 
mass m eeting o f the revo lu tiona ry  
workers o f New Y ork  wno came by 
the thousands to the la rgest a v a il­
able ba ll. He was not received by 
the president and the secretary of 
state. Q uite the con tra ry . He 
was hunted and persecuted; his o f­
fice was ra id e d ; he was ha iled be­
fore investiga tion  com m ittees; he 
was fin a lly  deported from  th is  coun­
try  as an undesirable alien.

L ike  L itv in o v , he also answered 
the question of w ha t the Soviet 
government would do about the 
Communist In te rn a tio n a l and “ pro­
paganda in  the U n ited States” . B u t 
not in  the same way. More ex­
actly , in  ju s t the opposite way. In  
the New Y ork  socia lis t “ C a ll”  of 
M ay Hay 1919, the representative 
of the Soviet governm ent w ro te :

“ The a ttitu d e  of the workers of 
the w o rld  towards the Russian 
w orkers’ revo lu tion  has proved tha t 
the s p ir it  of in te rn a tio n a l so lida r­
i t y  of workers is no t d e ad ...I t  also 
proved that the International is not 
dead. I t  is resurrecting in the 
Third International in new glory. 
Long live the Third International.”

In  a “ Statem ent by L . Martens, 
Representative of the Russian So­
c ia lis t Federal Soviet Republic, Be­
fore the Sub-Committee o f the Com­
m ittee on Foreign Relations o f the 
U n ited States Senate”  on “ Soviet 
government propaganda” , he de­
clared b o ld ly :

“ The government of the United 
States has also been a p a rty  to 
a ttacks against the Russian Soviet 
Government, in c lud in g  invasion of 
Russian so il w ith o u t a declaration 
of w a r and aggressive action 
against the m il ita ry  forces o f So­
v ie t R u s s ia .. .B e ing confident th a t 
the peoples of other nations were 
not responsible fo r these policies, 
and th a t they pe rm ittd  these a c tiv ­
itie s  on ly because they were not 
acquainted w ith  the rea l s itua tion , 
the workers o f Russia appealed to 
tha peoples in  various countries 
urg ing them to  pu t an end to these 
attacks. Appeals of th is  nature 
have been defensive measures in  
the w ar imposed on Soviet Russia
by outside fo rces___Propaganda
has been carried  on by the Soviet 
government among the arm ies of 
the fo re ign  governments w h ich  
invaded Russia.”  ( “ Soviet Russia, 
2-14-1920).

Two Epochs
I t  becomes a l i t t le  c leare r why, 

therefore, on December 15, 1920,
secretary of Labor W. W . W ilson 
issued an order w h ich  concluded: 

“ I t  is  therefore decided th a t Lud-

The Retrial of the Nine 
Scottsboro Boys

a c tiv ity  in  other la n d s !) On th is  
score, fa r  from  being “ w illin g  and 
o ffering to  sign such a rtic les ”  as 
would trade away the li fe  of the 
Com intern fo r d ip lom atic  recogni­
tion  and credits, the Soviet govern­
ment has bee nmore than “ re luc t­
an t” — i t  has categorica lly rejected 
the  demands o f the w orld  bourge­
oisie.

Two Instances
L e t us take tw o  instances ou t of 

a hundred, no t culled from  the 
latestt L itv in o v -S ta lin  epoch, but 
from  a preceding period.

In  1922, the bourgeoisie of Europe 
gathered in  conference a t Genoa, 
w ith  a Russian delegation present 
fo r  the f irs t  tim e .headed not by 
a respectable S ta lin is t d ip lom at, 
bu t by C h ris tian  Rakovsky. A t 
Genoa, the bourgeoisie of Europe 
pu t fo rw a rd  as a condition fo r ad 
m itt in g  Russia in to  th e ir  commity 
o f nations the same demand as was 
p u t by Roosevelt and accepted by 
M. L itv in o v , a lias S ta lin . F rom  the 
o ffic ia f documentary com pila tion 
“ The Soviet Union and Peaec” ,
(page 97), we e x trac t the fo llow ­
ing  section o f the rep ly made by 
the Russian delegation on M ay 11,
1922 to the memorandum subm itted 
by e ight cap ita lis t delegations:

“ G iv ing  new scope to th is  Cannes 
condition, the memorandum demands 
th a t Russia should ‘suppress upon 
her te r r ito ry  a l l attem pts to  aid 
revo lu tiona ry  movements in  other 
countries’. I f ,  however, by th is  
fo rm u la  the memorandum means to 
fo rb id  the activ ities  o f p o lit ic a l 
parties, o r organizations o f w o rk­
ers, teh Russian delegation cannot 
accept such a p roh ib ition  unless 
the ac tiv ities  in  question trans­
gress the law s of the country .”

In  other w ords: Gentlemen, we 
are ready to make certa in  conces­
sions, bu t hands off the Commun­
is t In te rn a tio n a l!

Three years la te r, on M ay 20,
1925, Zinoviev, speaking before the 
p a rty  frac tion  o f the T h ird  Soviet 
Congress o f the Soviets, jeered out 
o f cou rt the insolent demand re­
newed by the bourgeoisie fo r  the 
suppression of the Com intern :

“ We have heard a statement 
made in  the E ng lish press and con­
firm ed today (a lthough i t  is  p a rtly  
denied) to the effect th a t the B r i t ­
ish government is  endeavoring to 
create a un ited fro n t against the 
U. S. S. R. in  connection w ith  the 
demand fo r  the expulsion o f the 
Com intern from  Moscow. The E x ­
ecutive Committee of the Commun­
is t  In te rn a tion a l, as we know, is 
not averse to a change of headquar­
ters under certa in  conditions. In ­
deed, w ha t is the good o f s itt in g  
a ll the tim e in  Moscow? To judge 
by the fram e o f m ind of the Execu­
tive  Committee o f the C. I .,  i t  ap­
pa ren tly  would no t be averse to 
setting up its  ten t in  London. B u t 
I  th in k  th a t in  any case such a 
decision should be taken by the 
Com intern independently of the 
bare-faced demands o f the cap ita l­
is t governments. When they put 
forward that demand during the 
famine period they received from
the Soviet government the reply. . ,,
they deserved. Now that affaire WI g. A- J ta r!ens 18 a“  B! Ie.n’ 
with th Soviet sov.nanont a™ more •  
favorable there can be no doubt

to a persecuted race and class. 
T he ir resort to the I. L. D . fo r  de­
fense is another heavy count 
against them. W hen the K . K . K . 
wants to m urder a Negro, lega lly  
or otherwise, to  keep the black 
population of the South under the 
heel of th e ir  feudal baronage, they 
refuse to to le rate any “ in te rfe r­
ence”  from  “ outsiders”  (the  w o rk­
ers’ m ovem ent). H av ing  been 
frus tra ted  by pow erfu l protest in  
th e ir o r ig in a l in te n tio n  to burn  the 
Negroes in  the cha ir, the Southern 
wolves are again showing th e ir 
fangs— “ S tring  ’em up”  is the jjlan  
—“ to he ll w ith  the courts” . And 
i t  is  in  Morgan County th a t the 
re tr ia l of Haywood Patterson and 
his companions to be held, th a t the 
class-prejudiced cou rt is  to pass 
sentence.

In  the previous t r ia l  the Na­
tiona l Guard escorted the prisoners 
to the cou rt room. B u t now w ith  
the atmosphere one thousand times 
tenser the governor of Alabama lias 
refusqd the use o f the N a tiona l 
Guard in  the case. An appeal over 
his head was made by the defense 
to the President but the libe ra l 
M r. Roosevelt, who would not fo r 
a moment hesitate to send the 
troops against s tr ik in g  workers, is­
sues a statement through his sec­
re ta ry  saying th a t the “ Federal 
Executive has not in te rfe red and 
cannot in te rfe re  in any case under 
the ju r is d ic tio n  of the courts of a 
sovereign state.”

Tense Atmosphere of T rail
T es tify ing  to the w i l l  o f the local 

population fo r  a “ fa ir ”  t r ia l— in 
the course o f the verbal t i l t  between 
the defense and the prosecution 
over a change o f venue— a farm er 
marches in to  the courtroom  c a rry ­
ing  a six-shooter. The press says 
th a t th is  harmless fe llow , who was 
“ rebuked”  by the court, related tha t

he “ had brought the revo lver in to  
town to have a new s ig h t placed 
on its  ba rre l.”  So tense is the 
atmosphere and so fe a rfu l is the 
Southern bourgeoisie o f p u b lic ity  
tha t newspaper photographers have 
been threatened w ith  proceedings 
to r contempt o f court fo r  snapping 
photos o f t r ia l scenes. The defense 
attorneys have stated th a t in  the 
event o f a refusal o f a change o f 
venue by the loca l judge they w il l  
appeal to the U. 8. Supreme Court 
fo r  a reversal o f decision. A t  th is  
w r it in g  the local judge has refused 
a change of venue.

Lynch Pack In  F u ll Cry
The lynch pack is in  f u l l  cry. 

Can the v ic tim s of the Scottsboro 
case be saved from  legal or “ ex tra - 
lega l”  lynching? T h a t is the ques­
tion  tha t every class conscious 
w orker w i l l  ask him self.

Lynch ing  of one k in d  o r another 
is certa in  i f  the sympathizers and 
supporters o f the Scottsboro boys 
bank on the fa ir  ad m in is tra tion  of 
justice, or hope fo r lynch ing  to be 
avoided by means o f the N a tiona l 
Gnard. One of the N a tiona l Guards, 
quoted in  the affidavits o f the de­
fense fo r  a change o f venue, made 
the fra n k  assertion th a t i f  a lynch 
mob confronted h im  w h ile  guard ing 
the defendants he would th row  away 
his gun and le t the mob take its  
course.

Class justice can on ly be fough t 
by mass action. P lenty o f tim e
1ms been lost but i t  is not yet too 
la te to arouse the mass movement 
th a t saved the Scottsboro boys 
once before.

We need not expla in the s ign ific­
ance o f the Scottsboro case to the 
workers acquainted w ith  it .  I t  is  
a struggle o f ou tstanding im p o rt­
ance fo r  workers, black and white .

Action, A c tion ! Now— tom orrow  
i t  may be too la te !

Food Union 
Mass Meet
(Continued from  Page 1)

as to the reply to their insolent de­
mand they would receive from the 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 
if  they decided to advance such.”
(G. Zinoviev, “ Russia’s P ath to 
Communism” , page 22.)

(Recogniton by the U n ited Sta­
tes, declare the S ta lin is t lia rs , has

etnerta ins a be lie f in  and is  a mem­
ber o f o r a ffilia ted1 w ith  an organ i­
zation ( i.  e., the T h ird  In te rn a ­
tiona l.— M. S.) th a t entertains a 
be lie f in , teaches or advocates the 
overthrow  by force o r violence of 
the Government o f the U n ited Sta­
tes, avd the Commissioner General 
of Im m ig ra tion  is directed to take 
the said Lu dw ig  C. A. K . M artens

been forced by the strengthened in t0  custody and dep0r t  h im  to 
position of the Soviet Union. F o r 
the moment, le t us accept the va lid ­
i t y  of th is  contention. How , then, 
does it, happen th a t in  a s itua tion  
more favorable to it ,  the Soviet 

fe ren t th in g  is the question o f the Union is compelled not only to 
Communist In te rn a tion a l, founded j make an enormous, im perm issible 
as a vo lun ta ry, independent w o rld  j concession, b u t a concession such 
p a rty  o f Communism, w ith  sections ¡as i t  announced i t  would not make - .
in  eyery country, to w h ich  th e ! eight years ago, in  1925, and would ' o lu tionary  in te rna tiona lism . ih e
workers o f Russia and th e ir  gov-! not even make years before th a t , ! feted and loudly-praised d ip lom at 
ernment, fro m  its  inception, have j  in  those crue l fam ine days when ■ represetns the S ta lin is t epoch ot 
granted ho sp ita lity  and com ple te: Rusia ’s back was to the! w a ll and | na tiona l socialism, o f cap itu la tion ,
freedom of action. (Jus t as, le t us nobdy ventured to  say i f  i t  could o f the surrender o f the
add, cap ita lis t governments have 'h o ld  ou t fo r  any length of tim e?) ~ '" i  **’ "
granted ho sp ita lity  to the interna-1 Or, i f  one does not w an t to  ac­

tio n a l Red Cross w h ich has no t re-cept as a  measure o f po licy the at-

Russia a t the expense of the Gov­
ernm ent o f the U n ited States.”

L itv in o v  and M artens ! '  These 
are no t m erely two d iffe ren t in d iv i­
duals. They symbolize two d iffe r­
ent epochs. The hounded and de­
ported Bolshevik represented the 
Soviet repub lic in  the epoch of rev­

olu tion and the very foundations of 
the Russian w orkers’ state.

—M AX SHACHTMAN.

to find out o ffic ia lly  the terms of 
the hotel code th a t was signed 
las t F riday. O nly the Federation of 
H o te l and Restaurant Guilds, which 
is an o u trig h t company union of 
mediaeval o rig in , was able, thanks 
to i t ’s d irec t cooperation w it l i  the 
bosses, to in fo rm  the cap ita lis t 
press last Wednesday th a t 54 hours 
a week was to be the m in im um  
hours and th a t tips  were to be con­
sidered as wages.

A  special mass m eeting was c a ll­
ed and held a t the new headquart­
ers o f the H o te l and Restaurant 
W orkers Union, 915-17 E ig h th  Ave. 
on Wednesday, Novemebr 22. V a r­
ious speakers spoke about the nec­
essity o f action. Comrade G itlow  
said tha t union organization offers 
the opportun ity  fo r  the workers to 
improve th e ir conditions by resorting 
to the most effective weapon th a t 
organized labo r can u tilize , and 
th a t is the general s trike . B. J. 
F ie ld, the secretary, reviewed a ll 
the a c tiv itie s  of the Union. He 
said th a t the Union had dra fted  its  
own oede and liad  its  representa­
tives a t the hearing of the hotel 
code held in  W ashington on Sept­
ember 27. The H o te l Men’s Asso­
c ia tion  code was rejected: by the 
NRA. In  spite o f th is  re jection, 
the President signed secretly the 
hotel code w hich is much worse than 
the very one th a t they rejected.

—A. C.

L IT V IN O F F  AND STALIN
(Continued from page 1)

Stalin’s Bargain
(C O N T IN U E D  FRO M  PAG E 1) 

tasks of defense. The S ta lin is t bureaucracy re lied  on 
them  less and less, he ld them in  contempt, converted 
the Com intern in to  a fic tion  and increasing ly sh ifted 
the ax is  o f Soviet fo re ign  po licy to the rea lm  of 
negotiations and1 agreements w ith  the ca p ita lis t 
powers.

E very step on th is  s lippe ry  path— of w h ich  the 
signing o f the K e llogg Pact, the disarm am ent com­
edies, the non-aggression pacts, the cap itu la to ry  pol­
icy  a t the economic conferences, were milestones—  
weakened and underm ined the position o f the Soviet 
Union s t i l l  fu r th e r  in  the in te rn a tio n a l re la tion  o f 
forces w ith  the ca p ita lis t powers. B y  leaving the 
ground o f the class struggle, by d is rup ting  the pro­
le ta ria n  vanguard, in te rna tiona l class a lly  o f the 
Soviet Union, the S ta lin is t leadership was compelled 
to re trea t before the bourgeois powers step by step. 
The fo rm a l renunciation o f the Com intern a t W ash­
ington, w h ich  flowed out o f the past po licy  and1 prac­
tice, prepares the w ay in  tu rn  fo r  s t i l l  heavier de-

to ry  o f the Soviet Union w h ich ans-mands and new retreats. S ta lin is t diplom acy, w h ile

ostensibly im prov ing  the re lations o f the Soviet 
Union w ith  the cap ita lis t nations is in  re a lity  iso la t­
ing  i t  in  an irre conc ila b ly  hostile  cap ita ls t w o rld  
and leadng i t  tow ard a fe a rfu l debacle.

The Soviet Union, thus endangered, depends 
upon the in te rna tiona l movement o f the revo lu ­
tion a ry  p ro le ta r ia t now in  a d irec t and im mediate 
sense. The more the S ta lin is t bureaucrats desert 
the in te rna tiona l revo lu tion, the more they take off 
the Bolshevisk mask and show th e ir  rea l na tiona lis t 
face as they d id  a t W ashington, the clearer becomes 
the necessity fo ij the  reorganization o f the in te rna ­
tio n a l workers’ vanguard w ith o u t the S ta lin is t bu- 
raeucrats and against them. The cap itu la tion  to  
Roosevelt fo llowed soorl a fte r  the cap itu la tion  to 
H it le r  and was p a rtly  conditioned by it .  B o th  of 
these events are loud a la rm  signals o f the need to 
organize the F ou rth  In te rn a tio n a l w ith  a l l possible 
speed. The defense o f the  Soviet Union from  the 
w o rld  im peria lis ts  on the one side and the disorgan­
iz ing  leadership o f S ta lin ism  on the other w i l l  be 
one of its  form est tasks.

Communist P arty  of Am erica was 
not concerned w ith  the Communist 
P a rty  o f Russia, and vice versa, 
he sa id : ‘H ie American Communist 
Party concerns itself with the Am­
erican working class and the Rus­
sian Communist Party concerns it­
self w itli the Russian working class, 

'so of course they don't concern 
themselves with each other’s prob­
lems. We have our problems, they 
have theirs. Their problem is to 
build socialism we aren’t as far 
yet. Unfortunately, we still have 
to defeat capitalism.”

The D aily Worker, w h ich  took 
such elaborate and unnecessary 
pains to correct the gram m atica l 
s truc tu re  o f L itv in o v ’s statement, 
has not p rin ted a correction  or a 
d iffe ren t version o f the Times’ re­
port of Bedacht’s statement. We 
therefore have no reason to ques­
tion  its  accuracy. . .

There was a tim e when a Com­
m unist—ce rta in ly  one w ork ing  in  a 
country where bourgeois le g a lity  
s t i l l  existed— was ne ither ashamed 
no r a fra id  to procla im  his member­
ship in  the w orld  pa rty  o f the T h ird  
In te rn a tion a l. B u t th a t was be­
fore the Communist In te rn a tion a l 
was strangled by S talin ism , before 
the Communist parties were hum i­
liated, debased and forced in to  the 
liv e ry  o f the Soviet Foreign Office, 
before flunkeys and office-holders 
have usurped the places o f revo lu­
tion ists, before the w orld  revo lu tion 
was exchanged' fo r  a promised 
c re d it o f h a lf a b illio n  Am erican 
dollars. — sn.

New Aid 
for Bellussi

A t the tim e  of th is  w r it in g  com­
rade Bellussi s t i l l  rem ains confined 
in the Detention House of the 
Philadelph ia Im m ig ra tion  S tation 
a t Goucester C ity , N. J. aw a itin g  
deportation to Fascist I ta ly .

M eanwhile efforts are being made 
by the Am erican C iv il L ibe rties  
Union, which has interested its e lf 
in  the case, to secure the release 
of Belluss i and the r ig h t o f vo l­
un tary  departure to some country 
other than Ita ly . Roger B aldw in, 
the d irec to r o f the A. C. L. U. has 
promised the f u l l  cooperation o f 
his organization in  the endeavors 
to save comrade B e lluss i from  the 
ho rrib le  fate th a t aw aits  him in 
I ta ly .

The p riv ilege o f vo lun ta ry  de­
pa rtu re  has been granted in  other 
cases to other class w ar prisoners 
threatened w ith  deportation to 
countries under Fascist o r  m ilita ry  
dictatorships.

H ow  v ita l is  the need' fo r  com­
rade Bellussi not to be sent to 
I ta ly  is shown by the fa c t th a t 
pa rt o f the evidence on w hich his 
deporta tion is tak ing  place was the 
discovery of an old membership 
card in  the Communist P a rty  of 
I ta ly  in  Belluss i’s possession.

The penalty fo r  membership in  a 
Communist organ ization in  I ta ly  is 
long years in  a wretched penal col­
ony i f  not sum m ary execution by a 
f ir in g  squad. The danger fac ing  
Bellussi in  the event o f h is de­
porta tion  to I ta ly  is so much more 
sin is ter when one considers that 
not on ly  his m ilita n t a c tiv itie s  in 
the United States bu t his s te rling  
revo lu tiona ry  record in  I ta ly  has 
aroused the w ra th  o f M usso lin i and 
his black gangs whose beast-like 
vengeance against revo lu tionary 
workers is w e ll known to m ilita n t 
workers.

Bellussi m ust and can be saved! 
I t  is  the f irs t du ty o f class con­
scious workers to prevent the de­
liverance o f th e ir  fe llow -figh te rs  
in to  the ja w  o f its  w ors t enemies. 
L e t us do our part. We can force 
the Am erican government to a lte r 
its  ominous plans fo r  our comrades.

Bellussi m ust not be deported to 
I ta ly !

Shoulders to the w h e e l!
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