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Biased Judge Rushes 
Negro Boys to Chair

No Reliance on Capitalist Justice; O n ly  Mass 
Pressure of Workers Can Save Scottsboro Boys

For the th ird  tim e in  three yearsScottsboro 
a ju ry  o f "h is  peers”  has found difference. 
Heywood Patterson g u ilty  o f the 
rape of V ic to r ia  Price, loca lly  not­
orious prostitu te , and condemned 
h im  to death. The cap ita lis t beast, 
is determ ined no t to give up its  
prey. The wheels o f justice  are 
m oving now w ith  greater speed 
than they d id  last A p r il a t the last 
tr ia l,  a lm ost as fa s t as the San Jose 
and St. Joseph lynch mobs did, and 
Clarence N o rris  is standing t r ia l  a 
second tim e fo r the same “ crim e” .
B y  the tim e th is  readies the press 
the ve rd ic t w i l l  be in  and the t r ia l 
of the th ird  o r maybe even the 
fo u rth  Scottsboro boy w il l  be over.

The “ Im p a rt ia l”  Ju ry
The ju ry  which tried  Patterson 

and the ju rie s  w h ich  w i l l  t ry  the 
other defendants are supposed to 
be made up of im p a rtia l men who 
have no lixed ideas about the in ­
nocence o r g u ilt  of the boys. They 
are a ll w h ite  men, and i f  you wish 
you can believe tha t they have no 
prejudices against o ther men ju s t 
because th e ir skins are black. These 
ju rym en are a ll loca l residents in 
a lione-too-numerous com m unity 
where the Scottsboro case has been 
the subject o f discussion fo r years.
How  many sat in  the courtroom  
du ring  the previous tria ls?  Least- 
ways we are asked to believe tha t 
these men heard a good deal of 
argum ent on the case, partic ipated 
in  it ,  read the ed ito ria ls  in  the 
Southern papers u rg in g  them to 
“ lynch the damned niggers” , and 
s t i l l  have open minds. One lias to 
be as simple and tru s tin g  as a ch ild  
to believe th is  fa iry  ta le  out o f the 
cap ita lis t propaganda book. These 
men are a ll set against the Scotts­
boro boys no m atte r w hat they say 
they believe or don 't believe.

I f  there was one among them  who 
had any linge rin g  doubt, the way 
Judge Callahan ran the t r ia l would 
have removed it .  Callahan was 
fa ir .  He gave the defense its  day 
in  court. ¡Sure, he d id n 't a llow  the 
Jew lawyers from  New York to play 
tr ic k s  on the court. He defended 
Southern womanhood. Yes, s ir.

Cards D ea lt from  the B ottom
There is n 't a w h ite  fa rm er in  

the  neighborhood who could have 
held his op in ion o f Patterson's in ­
nocence against the bias o f the up­
r ig h t ju s tice ’s charge to the ju ry  
and ins bew ildering ju d ic a l h a ir­
sp littings. Callahan dealt cards 
from  the bottom  o f the deck. T h a t’s 
w hat lie  is there fo r.

Callahan does his jo b  well.
There's no th ing raw  lik e  the stu ff 
H o rton  pu lled and the speeches pro­
secutors K n ig h t and W rjg h t made 
in  the las t tr ia l.  I t 's  a l l s tr ic t ly  
according to Hoyle. Callahan is 
ca rry ing  ou t the order o f the Sup­
reme C ourt to do i t  over again and 
cu t out the mistakes.

Callahan made one serious slip.
In  h is  charge to the ju ry  which 
consumed an hour and a h a lf of 
Patterson's li fe  lie  FORGOT to re­
m ind  the ju ry  th a t i f  they found 
the evidence insuffic ient to prove 
the charge against Patterson they 
could b ring  in  a ve rd ic t o f acqu it­
ta l. Strange om ission! Convenient 
m em ory! O nly when reminded by 
the defense counsel and the pro- 
secu1 >r d id  he pe rfu n c to rily  add th is  
detail.

T h a t s lip  gave the whole show 
away. W hat o f that? B ias is no 
ground fo r acqu itta l in  the h igher 
courts. The learned justices do not 
a rr iv e  a t th e ir  decisions by obvious 
fac ts  and simple considerations.
F o r them the question is not whe­
the r Callahan showed bias. They 
w i l l  take out th e ir legal ya rds tick  
and see w hether w hat Callahan 
said o r d id  denied the defendant, 
who is presumed innocent u n til 
proven gu ilty , a fa ir  t r ia l by vio la t-

there is no essential 
Scottsboro is  a legal 

version of St. Joseph. Priests can 
approve i t  w ith  undisturbed con­
sciences. Ed ito rs can congratu late 
t lie  nation on the tr ium p h  o f law 
and justice. The pious, the p a trio ­
tic , the reform ers can a ll sleep 
easier. Capita lism  can breathe more 
freely.

The M eaning o f “ Justice”
Scottsboro should open the eyes 

o f the last doubting Thomasoto the 
meaning o f ju s tice  in  capitalist, 
courts. I t  ought to burn  the les­
son home th a t on ly  the workers 
can get the boys o f f ; on ly the w o rk ­
ers organized in  a pow erfu l move­
ment o f mass demonstrations.

When the workers put a pressure 
on the cap ita lis ts  by protest de­
m onstrations the ju d ic ia l fossils w i l l  
discover tha t any number o f laws 
and statutes and decisions have 
been vio lated, by Callahan, by the 
governor, by the president, by god 
himself. That is the way the boys 
can be saved from  death. T h a t is

(Continued on Page 4)

N e e d le  Workers 
Misled by Right 
W ing in L .A .

Los Angeles.— The Los Angeles 
dressmakers’ s trike  has passed in to  
h is to ry . Once more the reaction­
a ry  policies o f a class-collaboration­
is t leadership have caused a m il i­
ta n t up ris ing  o f workers to become 
discontented] and disorganized.

*  *  *  *

Los Angeles is no toriously an 
open shop tow n w ith  very few  un­
ions and those, poorly organized. 
The In te rn a tion a l Ladies’ Garment 
W orkers ' Union was no exception 
lo  the ru le. The only membership 
they had was in  the eloakmakers’ 
section and th a t group was led by 
reactionary rig h t-w in g  and Social­
is t leaders. The dressmakers had. 
perhaps, a 10% membership.
Beginning o f O rgan iza tion D rive

E a rly  th is  summer a s p ir it  of 
organization began to pervade the 
m inds o f the workers and slow ly 
the ranks o f the eloakmakers’ be­
gan to f il l .  The N R A  came and 
w ith  i t  the “ r ig h t to organize” . 
From  then on can be m arked the 
tu rn . The ag ita tio n  fo r  a com­
plete organ ization o f the eloak­
makers became less veiled, less 
secretive, more effective. The eloak­
makers were fin a lly  almost com­
pletely organized and to demon­
stra te  th e ir  strength came out 
100% In a 3 o’clock w a lk-ou t and 
m ilita u tly  demonstrated th e ir o r­
ganized strength. A t the meeting 
of the eloakmakers, a series of de­
mands were presented and unan i­
mously adopted, fo llowed by the 
unanimous adoption o f a resolution 
ca llin g  fo r the general s tr ike  i f  the 
bosses refused to concede to the ir 
demands.

Coincident -to the organ ization of 
the cloak-makers, came the organ i­
zation of the dressmakers. The 
difference in  the organization of 
the two groups lay in  the fac t tha t 
the eloakmakers were, in the main, 
old tim e union members, w ith  a 
L e ft w ing m ilita n t fo r th e ir man­
ager, and the dressmakersi were 
composed o f inexperienced elements 
who had never before belonged to 
a union and were represented by I.  
Feinberg, a c lass-collaborationist 
p o lit ic ia n ; Rose I ’osotta, an anarch­
is t opposed to L e ft w ing a c t iv it ie s ; 
Paul Berg, a Lovestoneite who is

in g  this“  s ta tu te  or th a t law  or is 1 !111 opportunist and a hypocrite and 
no t in  accord w ith  the decision o f , Scott, a reactionary R ig h t wing- 
judge so-and-so in  th is-aud-that er i l ^  whom worked w ith  the
case. You can be as lu na tic  on the p c a te s t unan im ity  before and dur-
bench as R o lp li of C a lifo rn ia  is in  ' US the strike , 
the governor’s chair, bu t i f  yoq Tw o days a fte r the cloakin ' 
want, your s tu ff to go over w ith  the walk-out, a dressmakers’ mass 
boys higher up you have got to meeting was held where s im ila r de­
make i t  appear th a t you are stick-1 mands were p u t fo rw a rd  and a
ing  w ith in  the law . I f  you do they 
w il l  give you the offic ia l o. k.

Learned fro m  Massachusetts
A nd whoever heard o f a high 

cou rt saying s tra ig h t ou t: the man 
is innocent, release him? Where 
and when did th a t happen? In  the 
Mooney case? In  the Sacco-Van- 
ze tti case? Where? ¡When? The 
cards are stacked against the  boys 
a ll the way up the line.

The stra tegy o f the cap ita lis ts  is 
p la in . They w an t to g ive the coun­
t r y  another ‘“ fine lesson” . “ In  
C a lifo rn ia ” , they w ant to say, “ and 
in  M ary land they do i t  w ith  the 
rope and the faggo t; bu t in  A la ­
bama they are c iv ilized . There 
they burn  innocent men in  the elec­
t r ic  ch a ir according to the law .
B u t f irs t they  to rtu re  them in  ja i l  
fo r years, ho ld ing ou t a ray of hope 
to them  and snatching i t  away 
again. They learned th a t from  
w hat Massachusetts d id  to Sacco 
and Vanzetti.”

Between St. Joseph, Mo., and

general s tr ik e  called fo r.
Leaders Oppose Strike

Feverish efforts were made by the 
leadership to postpone and delay 
the s trike . Every means was re­
sorted to in  an e ffo rt to settle i t  
peacefully a t conferences and w ith  
the NR A officials. Conference a fte r 
conference was held to delay the 
strike , u n t il a lm ost the en tire  w o rk ­
in g  season was over. A t  the height 
of the season, the leadership was 
a fra id  o f a s trike . W hen they did 
ca ll the strike, the season was prac­
t ic a lly  over O f th e ir  own accord, 
they did  not ca ll a s trike  Ostensi­
b ly, they prepared the s tr ike  mech­
anism w h ile  re a lly  they maneuver­
ed to  prevent i t

O n ly tw o  days before the s trike  
was called, Feinberg and Pesotta 
presented to  the s tr ike  committee 
on agreement w ith  an open shop 
clause Openly, to  the members o f 
the committee, they advocated its

(Continued on page 4)

American Imperialism at the Montivideo Congress

The Seventh Pan-Am erican Con­
ference convened December 3 at 
Montevideo, U ruguay w ith  tw en ty- 
one nations represented. The Am ­
erican delegation, headed1 by Sec­
re ta ry  H u ll, a rr ived  p r io r  to the 
conference to lin e  up puppet dele­
gates and to a ttem pt to iro n  out 
and side-track some of the most 
d iff ic u lt problems th a t are sure to 
upset the conference i f  they are 
throw n open fo r discussion on the 
floor. T h is  is the f irs t Pan-Am eri­
can conference to  be held since 
1928. I t  is  convened a t a tim e 
when the economic life  of La tin - 
Am erica  is alm ost a t a s tands till 
as a resu lt of the c ris is  w ith in  the 
leading im p e ria lis t nations, p a r ti­
c u la r ly  the U n ited States. These 
secondary c a p ita lis t nations of 
I.at in  Am erican have long ago been 
subordinated to the im p eria lis t 
powers. The leading cap ita lis t na­
tions, such as the U n ited States, 
have attem pted to s h ift  pa rt o f the 
cris is  burden onto the lesser na­
tions o f L a tin  America.

The conference has been compar­
ed to the last London conference. 
The cap ita lis t press says the Mon­
tevideo meeting w i l l  succeed and 
w il l  accomplish fo r  America, w ha t 
the London conference fa iled  to ac­
complish fo r  w orld  capita lism . H ow ­
ever, the set-up is en tire ly  d iffe rent 
even i f  economic problems hold the 
center of the stage a t the Pan-Am­
erican conference.

A t Montevideo there w i l l  be a 
meeting o f unequals. The leading 
cap ita lis t na tion in  the w orld  is 
able to  hold a conference w ith  20 
other nations under the self-made 
ju r is d ic tio n  of the Monroe D octrine  
the enforcement o f w h ich  Roose­
ve lt hopes to m odernize w ith  h is 
“ new diplom acy” . The London con­
ference was a ba ttle  of the leading 
im peria lis ts  o f Europe and A m er­
ica ; the M ontevideo conference is 
the set-up of Am erican im peria lism . 
Most of the delegates are puppets ; 
others w i l l  be forced to cringe be­
fore the m igh t o f Yankee im p e ria l­
ism or stand the consequences. The 
other im p e ria lis t powers, pa rticu ­
la r ly , England are forced to pound 
away w ith in  the conference in  an 
attem pt to prevent Am erica from  
constructing  something tang ib le  fo r 
itse lf, England w i l l  do th is  p r im ­
a r i ly  through such forces as she 
can m uster w ith in  the L a tin  A m er­
ican countries fo r  policies th a t w ill 
lie cloaked in  the fo rm  of “ na­
tio n a l”  demands o f th is  o r tha t 
L a tin  Am erican country.

In  the past, A rgentina  has been 
the main opposition force to the 
United States in  the Pan-American 
conference, no t on ly  because o f its  
w eight w ith in  South Am erica but 
because England has been figh ting  
A m erican , Im peria lism  too th and1 
n a il in  the struggle fo r  dom ination 
w ith in  th is  f irs t rate L a tin  A m eri­
can country.

W ar and revo lu tion  w i l l  be dis­
cussed extensively in  the d iffe rent 
caucusses. B o liv ia  and Paraguay 
are in the m idst o f the  Chaco war. 
Peru and Columbia have not yet 
settled the L e tic ia  a ffa ir. The 
Cuban revo lu tion  is in  the fore­
ground. Secretary H u ll attem pted 
to in je c t Am erica ’s “ good w i l l ”  in to  
the Chaco W ar before the confer­
ence, bu t Paraguay rejected his 
“ k in d ”  offer. A  labor delegate 
from  H a it i caused uneasiness, and 
showed tha t a ll was not so w e ll in  
lin in g  up safe and sound delegates 
to the conference, when on the f irs t 
day he condemned Am erican’s 15

year m il ita ry  action in  H a it i,  in ­
tervention in  L a tin  Am erica, and 
the present financia l supervision in  
H a it i w h ich reveals how the Roose­
ve lt government is d r iv in g  ahead 
w ith  great speed fo r  be tte r im per­
ia lis t dom ination.

R evolu tionary Cuba has not 
spoken yet. B u t i t  is  very doubt­
fu l, i f  the petti-bourgeois govern­
ment w i l l  go beyond words, and 
th is  on ly fo r  the sake o f barga in­
ing power and compromise w ith  
Am erican Im peria lism . I t  is  very 
doub tfu l i f  the voice o f the oppress­
ed workers and peasants w i l l  even 
get « word in to  the proceedings. 
W hat opposition does m ateria lize  
w i l l  be tha t o f the na tiona lis t bour­
geois opposition to Am erican im -

Hotel Union 
Shows Gains
New York.—The w ait«« at the 

Hotel Montclaid, have gone out on 
strike under the leadership of the 
Hotel and Restaurant Workers’ Un­
ion, branch of the Amalgamated 
Pood Workers. The strike is against 
the wage scale of 64 cents a  day for 
9 hours forced on the waiters by 
tlie management after the new 
hotel cod« went into effect. The 
workers demand $12.50 a  week, no 
arbitrary firing, no splitting of tips 
with the captains, the house to keep 
uniforms clean, and decent food.

New York.— Last week we repo rt­
ed the new o rien ta tion  o f the H ote l 
and Restaurant W orkers Union o r­
ganization drive. A lready, the 
workers of the Union understand 
th a t they can expect very  l i t t le  
from  the NRA, and th a t on ly the 
Union is in  a position th rough its  
strength to p u t back to  w o rk  the 
workers th a t were discharged w ith ­
out any reason a t aU.

The huge new headquarters o f 
our Union fac ilita te s  much o f its  
ac tiv ities . Shop meetings o f hotels, 
restaurants and clubs take place 
every week a t wh ich the problems 
o f the Union are discussed and 
decided1. The jo in in g  of belboys, 
housemen, chambermaids, elevator 
men and women is b ring ing  about 
the rea liza tion  o f an idea l indus­
t r ia l  union, aided also by the com­
ing  together o f na tive  and fore ign 
born members.

Mass meetings w i l l  be held tw ice  
a week, one in  the evening and one 
in  the afternoon. Last F r id a y  eve­
ning our Secretary, B. J. F ie ld , re­
ported on the figh t w h ich  we put 
up in  W ashington against the Codes 
w h ich  the bosses are using as a 
means o f keeping o u r conditions 
m iserably low. In  addition to a 
number o f shop delegates, James P. 
Cannon also spoke a t th is  meet­
ing.

On Tuesday, November 22, B urk- 
ha rd t, Cook and B. J. F ie ld  were 
the firs t ones to speak fo r  labo r’s 
side o f the case a t the NR A hear­
ing. They took the leadership in  
presenting the argum ent fo r  the 
workers, a l l  the o ther unions re­
presented except the A. F. o f L. 
tak in g  up our demands.

Irrespective o f w ha t the NR A 
may do about the Code, the A. F. 
W. has gained increased prestige in  
the eyes of the workers as have 
th e ir  representatives. — A. U.

peria lism  and o f spokesmen fo r 
B r it is h  im peria lism .

The economic fac to rs  and ques­
tions to be considered a t the confer­
ence take on a varied number of 
form s. The Am erican im peria lis ts  
are a ttem p ting  to  avoid these prob­
lems w h ich  w i l l  in te rfe re  w ith  the 
fu r th e r  development o f the N R A  and 
the s trugg le  of the D o lla r  vs. the 
Pound1. The U. S. Government is ­
sued a statem ent on November the 
9th, w h ich said in  p a r t:  “ Unsettled 
conditions, such as European com­
m ercia l quota restric tions, make i t  
seem desirable fo r  the U n ited Sta­
tes to forego im m ediate discussions 
on such m atters as currency s tab il­
iza tion , un ifo rm  im p o rt p ro h ib i­
tions, permanent custom duties and 
the like .”

A  rea l discussion on the above 
points, and no t mere ta lk  by puppet 
delegates, would re a lly  be stepping 
on Uncle Sam’s toes. T h a t is the 
reason Am erica hopes to keep these 
po ints off the Agenda. The ques­
tion  of debts is im portan t, bu t A m ­
erica does no t care to ta lk  debts 
when her cred itors are bankrupt 
and may ask fo r a m o ra to r iu m ; 
ra the r i t  is w iser to see w hat can 
be done to use these debts as clubs 
to  lin e  the countries up fo r  fu r ­
the r economic penetration by A m ­
erica. T h a t is w ha t the delegates 
o f the W all Street government hope 
to  accomplish. A m erica  as the 
créditos, facing th is  cond ition , is 
opposed to  debt d iscussion; many 
o f the debtors, on the other hand, 
hope to force discussion. As a 
compromise Am erican im peria lism  
w i l l  agree to discuss debts so long 
as the discussion does nob lead to 
decisive action.

Regardless o f w ha t fo rm  the eco­
nom ic discussion may take one 
th in g  is certa in. The conference is 
an Am erican Im p e ria lis t set-up fo r 
the benefit o f Am erican im peria lism . 
To s tr ip  the issues bare, the U. S. 
im peria lis ts  are p r im a rily  interested 
in  the fo llow ing , from  an economic 
s tan dpo in t: To strengthen th e if 
position and con tro l over L a tin  Am ­
erica in  the s trugg le  against the 
other im peria lis ts . To arrange long­
term  cred its fo r  p riva te  and public 
projects, which w i l l  enable A m er­
ica to export surplus cap ita l so 
v ita l fo r  A m erica ’s) in te rna l life  
and, a t the same tim e, enable her 
to use these pro jects to fu r th e r con­
solida te her L a tin  Am erican em­
pire.

The Am erican delegates arc em­
powered to o ffer a h a lf a m illio n  
do lla rs as a s ta r t  fo r  the Texas- 
Santiago highway, to assume the 
m a jo r share of the expense o f an 
engineering survey fo r a proposed 
Centra l Am erican-R io de Janeiro 
ra ilroad . These projects w i l l  open 
up the doors fo r  cap ita l investment 
and the fu rth e r extension o f Am er­
ican im peria lism . The aims o f the 
U. S. Government in  the Pan-Am er­
ican conference are the fu r th e r  ex­
tension o f Am erican dom ination, 
the e lim ina tion  of other im p eria lis t 
contenders and1 a s tra ig h tja cke t' fo r 
the workers and peasants of L a tin  
Am erica to  prevent the Soviet idea 
th a t raise its  head in  the Cuban rev­
o lu tion  from  becoming a liv in g  rea l­
i t y  in  the W estern Hemisphere.

The conference is on ly two days 
old. A lthough  i t  is  Am erica’s set­
up. There are factors w ith in  i t  
tha t may get beyond the contro l of 
W a ll Street. The results of the 
conference w il l  be discussed in  a 
la te r issue o f the M ilitant.

—HUGO OEHLER.

DRIVING FOR THE NEW PARTY
Less than tw o  mouths have pass­

ed since we issued our public de­
c la ra tion  fo r  the creatiou of a new 
In te rn a tion a l and a new Commun­
is t p a rty  in  th is  country. A lready 
there have been a good many in ­
dications of a hearty response from  
the revo lu tionary workers. They 
come to our greetings in  much 
greater numbers than before. Seri­
ous questions, asked sym pathetica l­
ly, m anifest th e ir  live  in te rest in  
the issue. The response is reflect­
ed most d ire c tly  in  the actua l grow ­
th  o f the League. New branches 
are spring ing up and nearly  every­
where the ex is ting  un its  are teem­
ing w ith  l i fe  and a c tiv ity , extend­
ing the influence o f the L e ft Op­
position and its  sym pathetic circle.

To assemble the forces fo r  the 
creation anew o f a revo lu tionary 
pa rty— th is  is the g igantic  task 
w h ich  we have undertaken in  th is  
country. I t  w i l l  test the a b ility , 
devotion and capacity fo r  sacrifice 
o f every comrade. O ur task is 
fac ilita te d  by the present ra is ing  
curve of the labo r movement as a 
whole. The most momentous prob­
lems w i l l  be posed before i t  in  the 
next im m ediate period. F o r these a 
correct solution can be advanced 
on ly from  the arsenal o f M arxism . 
I t  is in  the cruc ib le  o f the struggle 
th a t a l l the programs w i l l  be test­
ed1. To be the most active p a rtic i­
pant in  i t  is  our aim.

We have taken the f irs t prepara­
to ry  step by openly proc la im ing our 
orien ta tion  fo r  a new In te rn a tion a l 
and a new pa rty . T h is  f irs t  deci­
sive step has been fo llow ed by the 
elaboration o f an  A ction  Program  
fo r  the  coming im m ediate period1.

In  th is  we proceeded d ire c tly  from  
the firm  conviction th a t the  way 
to overcome the con trad ic tion  be­
tween our heavy tasks and the in ­
adequate forces and m ateria l means 
a t our disposal is to  make a bold ex­
pansion o f a ll ac tiv ities . One of 
the most im portan t po in ts  in  our

OPEN FORUM
ARNE SWABECK

Jugt Returned from  a Tour 
o f the Country 

on
TH E  PROSPECTS FOR REV­

OLUTION IN  AMERICA  
Friday, December 8, 1933, 8 p .m . 

J A M E S  P. C A N N O N
on

TH E  M EANING OF TH E  
RECENT LYNCHINGS  

Maryland, California, Missouri, 
What Next?

at
Friday, December 15, 1933, 8 p. m. 
International Workers School H a ll
126 East 16th Street, n r  I rv in g  PI. 
Auspices: M anhattan Branch, Com­

m unist League of Am erica (Opp.)
Questions--------Discussion

A D M IS S IO N  15 CENTS

RUSSIAN REVOLUTION F IL M
The “ Russian Revolu tion”  film  

scheduled fo r  Dec. 3rd is  postponed 
fo r  Saturday, Dec. 23rd. I t  w i l l  be 
held a t the M il ita n t H a ll, 154 W at­
k ins  St., B rooklyn , under the aus­
pices of the  F ilm  Club o f the In ­
te rna tiona l W orkers School. The 
h a ll nan be reached by the  B. M. T . 
14th St. Canarsie L ine  to Sutter 
Ave., o r the I .  R. T.— 7th Ave.-New 
Lots to Rockaway Avenue.

A ction  P rogram  is the populariza­
tion  o f The M ilitant and the estab­
lishm ent of a m onth ly theoretica l 
organ. We have already made a 
beginning towards the popu lariza­
tion  of the contents of The M ilitant. 
We liave reduced its  price to pu t 
i t  w ith in  reach o f the workers so 
f r ig h t fu ly  h i t  by the ravages of 
the cap ita lis t c ris is  and the new 
pressure o f the “ recovery”  meas­
ures. We aim  to make The M ilitant 
a rea l bu ilde r o f th is  new move­
ment wh ich, w h ile  m a in ta in ing  en­
t ire ly .  its  unequivocal M arx ian  
position, speaks in  term s under­
standable to the workers. We aim  
to have i t  ye t more fu lly  reflect 
th e ir  struggles and asp ira tions and 
serve as an u n fa ilin g  guide.

We plan the publication o f a 
theore tica l organ in  the near fu ­
ture. A  number of new pamphlets 
are coming up. Organizers a re  to 
be placed In  the field.

B u t a l l o f these aims, w h ich  are 
necessary parts  o f the b ig  jo b  o f 
assembling the forces fo r  a  new 
revo lu tiona ry  pa rty , depend fo r  
th e ir  fu lf il lm e n t on the financia l 
support we receive now from  our 
comrades and friendls. This, po in t 
now stands ou t p rom inen tly  and 
im pera tive ly . We are depending 
on you to  stand’ w ith  us now. Funds 
are u rgen tly  needed fo r current 
w o rk  as w e ll as fo r the prom otion 
of the new pro jects in  ou r program 
o f action. E n ro ll yourse lf now as 
a  supporter o f the new p a rty  o f 
Communism In  a concrete, p rac tic ­
a l way. Send you r con tribu tion  to 

TH E  M IL IT A N T  
126 East 16th Street 

Now York City

Shoe Workers to 
Merge Unions

Independents at Boston Convention
The eyes o f the labor movement 

w ill be on Boston next Monday, 
December 11, when the am algam a­
tion  convention o f the independent 
unions o f shoe workers convenes 
fo r  the purpose of un itin g  them in to  
a single body. Th is convention 
comes as the cu lm ina tion  o f a long 
struggle o f the rank and file  to 
b ring  about the am algam ation in  
the face o f the most stubborn re­
sistance and sabotage of the con­
servative officials. When the de­
legates meet a t Boston next Mon­
day they w i l l  stand' instructed by 
referendum  vote o f the organiza­
tions to take the necessary steps to 
bring  about the un ifica tion. The 
referendum carried  by the over­
whelm ing m a jo rity  o f more than 
80 to 1.

D ire c tly  represented a t the con­
vention w il l  be the N ationa l Shoe 
W orkers ' Association, w ith  appro­
x im a te ly  26,000 w o rke rs ;/ the Shoe 
W orkers’ Protective Union, w ith  ap­
proxim ate ly  30,000; and tlie  Inde-

Naz i s  Doom 91 
S .W .P . Workers 

to Long Terms
91 S. A . P. members were a r ­

rested in  the m onth o f August in 
Dresden by the local S. A. (S torm  
Troops) The t r ia l  began on Nov­
ember 1, unannounced in  t lie  press. 
Despite tha t, hundreds of workers 
gathered in  fro n t of the courthouse. 
O nly a sm all num ber of them gain­
ed admission to the proceedings. 
The press was not adm itted either. 
The cou rt issued statements o f its  
own accord. The S. A. leader a t­
tached to the troop guard ing the 
contingent o f arrested workers ad­
dressed the crowd as fo llo w s : “ The 
accused are warned th a t in  case 
they d is tu rb  the t r ia l  by any k ind 
o f shouts o r remarks, they w il be 
deported im m ediate ly to the special 
cou rt a t F re iburg  (where beatings 
are adm in is te red )” . The in d ic t­
ment is based on “ confessions”  made 
by the arrested a fte r m a ltre a t­
m ent in the “ People’s House” . I t  
charges v io la tion  o f the security of 
the state and the people, the issu­
ance of illeg a l papers, be traya l of 
m ilita ry  secrets, w o rk  fo r  illega l 
organizations. 7 o f the accused are 
under 18 years o f age, the m a jo r­
ity  are between 18 and 30, one over 
60. 31 o f the men were pu t under 
cross-examination the firs t day of 
t lie  tr ia l,  t lie  rem aining 60 on the 
second day. Some speak re luc tan t­
ly  about the confessions forced from  
them, others protest openly tha t 
they were mishandled. Th is is 
passed over in  silence. The state’s 
a tto rney asks them whether they 
actua lly  believe w hat they w rote in 
th e ir  illeg a l paper, K lassenfront, v iz 
th a t the Nazis set fire  to the Reich­
stag. One of the accused answers: 
“ W hat K lassenfront reports is the 
general opin ion of the people” . A n­
other answ ers: “ I  do not believe 
th a t my comrades who pu t out th is  
paper would set any false reports 
afoot” .

pendent Shoe W orkers’ Union of 
Salem, w ith  about 2,000 members. 
The attem pt to b ring  the B ro ther­
hood of Shoe W orkers and A llied  
Craftsm en o f Brockton, w ith  about 
11,000 members, in to  the amalgama­
tion  movement has not yet succeed­
ed because of offic ia l opposition, but 
a strong rank and file  sentiment 
fo r  t lie  un ifica tion  exists there also. 
Independent Unions in  Shoe Ind us try

The shoe indus try  lias long been 
noted fo r the m u lt ip lic ity  of inde­
pendent unions. The shoe workers 
were forced onto th is  path by the 
systematic betrayals o f the offic ia l 
A. F. o f L. body, the Boot and Shoe 
W orkers' Union. Even from  the 
standpoint of typ ica l Am erican re ­
actionary unionism, th is  “ label”  
union stands in  a class by itse lf as 
a co rru p t and boss-serving o rgan i­
zation, The im pulse o f the w o rk­
ers fo r genuine trade unionism  
manifested its e lf in  almost every 
revo lt through the medium of inde­
pendent organization. The weak­
ness of th e ir movement arose from  
the in a b ility  up t i l l  now to bring  
the various independent organiza­
tions toge ther; the conservative o f­
ficia ldom , w h ich  fastened its e lf  on 
the two m ain organizations, block­
ed the un ity .

The s trike  wave o f the past sea­
son gave t lie  necessary impulse to 
the movement from  below and car­
ried i t  fo rw a rd  w ith  a surging 
m ilitancy  to the present result.. I f  
flic  delegates a t Boston succeed in  
ca rry ing  out the mandate o f the 
rank nnd file, and come ou t o f the 
convention w ith  a harmonious pro­
gram  fo r the fina l am algam ation of 
the unions, a new day w i l l  dawn 
fo r the shoe workers o f the  coun­
try  and a b righ t page o f labor h is­
to ry  w i l l  be turned. The so lida rity  
and hope o f the advanced workers 
everywhere w i l l  be w ith  the con­
vention in  its  deliberations and 
every progressive tendency in  the 
labor movement w i l l  be strengthen­
ed and encouraged by its  success.

B rig h t Prospects o f New 
Independent Union

The b righ t prospects fo r  the em­
ergence of a new pow erfu l union of 
workers on an independent basis, 
a t a tim e when the general tide  is 
flow ing s trong ly in  the channel of 
the A. F. of L., demonstrates once 
again th a t the labor movement 
to llows nobody’s pre-conceived plan 
or a rb itra ry  patte rn, b u t takes its  
own course in  d iffe rent industries 
according to d iffe ring  c ircum ­
stances. I f  the general developments 
of the past months dealt a crush­
ing blow to those who prescribed 
tlie  a rb itra ry  bu ild ing  of new in ­
dependent unions a ll along the line, 
t lie  specific s itua tion  in  the shoe 
industry , w h ich  drove w ith  the force 
of necessity1 to the constitu tion  of 
a completely independent union, re­
futes the A. F. of L . fe tish is ts  no 
less conclusively.

The new amalgamated shoe w o rk­
ers’ union w i l l  not be a “ dua l un­
ion”  ; i t  w i l l  be the leg itim a te  and 

■genuine organ ization in  the indus­
try  and w i l l  be en titled  to the un­
qualified support of the workers in  
its  struggle fo r  supremacy against 
the A. F. of L. union, the corrupt 
and treacherous “ Boot and Shoe”  

Tasks o f New U nion

The verd ic t has ju s t been made 
kn o w n : A l l  91 were condemned to 
100 years o f prison and 10 years in  
corrective ins titu tions.

(The fo llow ing  extracts fro m  a 
le tte r from  Dresden, Germany con­
cerning the t r ia l of the 91 members 
of the Socialist W orkers P arty  was 
published in  the B r it is h  New Lead­
er fo r November 17, 1933.)

About the methods of, investiga­
tion  reports are now coming through

“ I t  is known th a t most of the 
accused a fte r  being arrested were 
brought to the Dresden Storm troops 
barracks in  the fo rm er Trade Union 
B u ild in g . . . .

“ Answ er ‘Yes' o r ‘No’ ”
“ Usually they were brought to a 

room and commanded to stand by a 
stone p ila r. Then a com m issioner1 
began the investigation , con tinua l­
ly  in su ltin g  the prisoner. The a l­
leged crim e was pu t as a question,! 
and the rpisoner could answer only 
‘Yes’ or ‘No’. I f  he answered 
otherwise, the storm trooper punched 
his face so hard th a t h is  head 
s truck the stone p illa r  w ith  te r r i­
fic force.

“ I t  is impossible to describe the 
results o f th is  treatm net. The v ic ­
tim s almost lost consciousness, and 
the m ore they screamed the more 
pleasure th e ir to rtu re rs  g a in e d .. ..

“ I f  th is  f irs t ‘adm onition ’— so 
they called th is  b ru ta l treatm ent 
— did not succeed, i t  was reinforced 
by blows from  the rubber trunch ­
eons on the head and back, u n til 
the wretched v ic tim s  adm itted any­
th ing  to  avoid fu r th e r  to r tu re ___
In  some cases the  accused were

(Continued on Page 4)

In  our opin ion the new union 
w il l  have the task o f m aking fu r ­
the r efforts to come to an agree­
ment and un ifica tion  w ith  the 
Brockton Brotherhood (independ­
ent) and in  waging a determ ined 
ba ttle  to organize the en tire  in ­
dus try  in  head-on co llis ion w ith  
the corrupt “ Boot and Shoe”  a ff il i­
ate of the A. F. o f L . The w orst 
danger to the new movement is  pre­
sented by those who have some 
maneuvers w ith  the Boot and Shoe 
W orkers’ Union up th e ir  sleeve. 
T lie  problem of the new union is 
to become a power in  its  own r ig h t 
and drive  its  corrupt r iv a l from  the 
field w ith  the help of the» betrayed 
shoe workers s t i l l  w ith in  its  ranks 
who only aw a it a favorable oppor­
tu n ity  to break away from  i t  and 
un ite  w ith  th e ir  fe llow  workers In 
a genuine labor organization.

The developments among the shoe 
workers provide another in s tru c ­
tive  lesson regard ing the rea l trend’ 
of the labor movement. In  demon­
s tra tin g  the v ita l ity  th a t remains 
in the independent union movement 
they prove concretely, a t the same 
tim e, th a t the organizations o f the 
S ta lin is ts  cannot be the medium fo r 
its  gj'owth. The Shoe and Leather 
W orkers’ In d u s tr ia l Union, a fte r 
try in g  in  every way to d isrup t the 
amalgam ation movement and to 
take the place o f the  o ther unions, 
has been reduced to such a tfreak 
p o s i t t h a t  i t  had to  apply for 
admission in to  the amalgamation 
convention a t the last moment un­
der pressure o f its  own members. 
The S ta lin is ts  con tribu ted nothing 
but d is rup tion  and disorganization 
to the e ffo rt to b rin g  the shoe work­
ers together and1 have completely 

. d iscred ited themselves.
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"No!"-Unser W ort's Reply 
to the Hitler Plebiscite

Red Fleet Greeted with Cry:" Long Live Trotsky” 
During Visit to Greece

Statement of Goldman on 
Joining Communist League

(The fo llow ing  a rtic le , re­
printed1 fro m  Unser W ort, the
German organ o f the Bolshevik-
Lenin ists, was published p r io r
to  the Nazi plebiscite on the
w ith d ra w a l of Germany from
the League of N a lions and the
sanction ing o f H itle r 's  foreign
policy.— Ed )
There a re  many reasons fo r  the 

H it le r  P lebiscite and the w ith d ra w ­
al fro m  the League o f Nations. In  
the firs t place they seem to  have 
been dictated by the d a ily  worries 
o f the H it le r  government. W hile  
these w orries do not pe rm it us to 
pred ic t the fa l l  o f German Fasc­
ism, nevertheless we m ust no t 
neglect them.

F irs t, there is the t r ia l  on the 
bu rn ing o f the Keiehstag w h ich  is 
t ru ly  no t a g lorious page in  the 
h is to ry  o f Fascism, and w h ich  seri­
ously compromises the H it le r  gov­
ernment before the fo re ign  w orld . 
There are also the differences in  
the leadership w h ich  they w i l l  not 
be able to s tifle  or m in im ize fo r 
very  long. There is, moreover, the 
rap id  decline in  the confidence and 
enthusiasm o f the pe tty  bourgeois 
masses gathered from  reports of 
a l l pa rts  of the Keich. A l l  th is  
makes i t  necessary to “ do some- 
something” , to  d iv e rt the a t­
ten tion  o f t lie  foreign w o rld  and 
the popular masses, to find a 
slogan w h ich  w i l l  m obilize every­
body fo r  the  creation o f a new 
na tiona l un ited fro n t. The field of 
“ exte rna l na tiona l po licy”  is qu ite 
appropria te to th is  end. Nowhere 
had the agreement w ith  the Fascist 
bandits o f a ll sections o f the 
population been g re a te r; nowhere 
has the noisy w o rk  o f the Fascists 
borne better f r u i t . in  no question 
is the ideological uem ora liza ticn 
o f the German p ro le ta ria t more 
marked, thanks to the shameful ac­
t iv i t y  o f the Socia list and Commun­
is t  parties, than in  th is  field.

Even i f  th is  p leb iscite was no t 
an organized comedy— whose re­
sults are made to order by the M in ­
is te r fo r  Reichstag F ires, th a t is, 
the M in is te r o f Propaganda— H it le r  
could secure votes on th is  fie ld bet­
te r than on any other. The “ impos­
ing”  results o f these elections back­
ed by a l l the methods o f Fascist te r­
ror, compared w ith  w h ich  the 
“ Balkan elections”  a re  orgies o f 
dem ocratic freedom, w i l l  appear in  
the eyes o f the outside w orld—  
w h ich has no rea l no tion o f th is  
German Macedonia— as a demon­
s tra tion  of the German people in  
fa vo r o f H itle r .  There are im portan t 
tasks o f a c tiv ity  and propaganda 
fo r  the em igrants in  th is  field.

H it le r ’s step— the w ith d ra w a l 
from  the League o f Nations— has 
fa r  deeper consequences than the 
t r iv ia l  in terests of da ily  ag ita tion. 
I t  was d ic ta ted almost completely 
by the development o f German im ­
peria lism  a fte r  th e  w ar. The im ­
p e ria lis t con trad ic tions being op­
posed to its  complete ann ih ila tion , 
German im peria lism , suffering in  
its  own forces, struggles fo rc ib ly  
to reach f irs t  rank. I f  i t  cannot 
obta in  i t  as an independent force i t  
endeavors to become an equal a lly  
treated w ith  equa lity  and esteem. 
F o r qp ly  a w ar, openly posing the 
question of a new d iv is ion  o f the 
w orld , could re-establish its  own 
status. In  th is  connection, H it le r  
is  on ly con tinu ing w ha t was begun 
by Stresemann and H errm ann M u l­
ler.

The move o f H it le r  in  Geneva 
rests less on h is courage than on 
the u tiliz a tio n  o f the Japanese ex­
perience. The great powers of the 
League o f Nations have so demon­
strated' th e ir  weakness on the de­
pa rtu re  of Japan, th a t Germany, 
s t i l l  weaker, has perm itted its e lf  to 
do likew ise.

The unparalle led economic de­
cadence has forced Germany to 
look fo r  qu ick solutions and to 
desert the path of pa tien t negotia­
tions. Experience has v indicated 
the position o f Germany. No one 
wants today to  engage in  w a r w ith  
G erm any; no French paper dares 
to pose the question o f sanctions.

On the other hand i t  would be 
false to im agine th a t Germany 
wants to go to w a r tom orrow . Sev­
e ra l years o f preparation are nec­
essary. S t il l less does i t  w ant 
w a r against France. In  th is  sense 
H itle r 's  speeches are qu ite  “ s in­
cere”  They w ant to  buy the dear­
est alliance, b u t not fo r  w a r in  the 
west. The rea l way fo r  w ar, p a r ti­
cu la rly  fo r H it le r  Germany, is the 
East.

We In ternationa lis t-C om m unists  
have a fundam enta lly  .different 
po in t o f view  on the na tiona l ques­
tion . F o r us, the m ain  enemy is 
German im peria lism , the represen­
ta tive  o f exp lo ita tion  and the a r t i­
ficer of the next w ar, and no t the 
trea ty  o f Versailles, whose a b o lition  
can on ly  he lp ou r enemies. We 
have never fo llow ed a na tiona lis t 
po licy  as do the m sierable epigones 
o f Bolshevism. We have always 
fought i t  as a po licy  which streng­
thens the explo iters and brings w ar 
nearer. In  th is  sense. we arouse 
the masses, today again, against 
th is  H it le r ite  po licy w h ich  despite 
its  pacifis tic  phrases and by means 
o f its  pac ifis tic  phrases is preparing 
fo r  war. There is on ly one w a y : 
to re ject th is  shameful plebiscite of 
the organizers o f hunger and the 
hangm en:

NO!

Athens, Oct. 28
A n extensive ag ita tio n  was car­

ried on by our comrades among the 
sailors of the  Red F leet du rin g  the 
five days they stopped over in  the 
p o r t.o f Phalere.

The fleet, composed of a cru iser 
and tw o destroyers entered the 
po rt o f Phalere on Monday m orning. 
The firs t day was devoted to offic ia l 
v is its . The e ight adm ira ls  paid 
th e ir respects to the m in is te r of 
the Navy. The m in is te r returned the 
v is it o f the fleet, receptions, speech­
es o f friendsh ip  and m utua l ad­
m ira tion,. etc. The police were 
mobilized. No one could approach
the h a rb o r___The streets o f Athens
were f u l l  o f d icks and bulls. B u t 
as the adm ira ls le ft  the m in is try  
of Navy, th e ir  auto was covered 
w ith  the leaflets o f the organization 
and the adm ira ls were greeted w ith

Unemployment Insurance - A  Slogan 
to Unite Teachers and Workers

The g row th  of the  population, 
the strugg le against il lite ra c y , the 
lack o f schools and the increasing 
specia lization o f knowledge and 
im provem ent in  educational m eth­
ods a ll make necessary an expansion 
o f the educational system o f the 
United States, p a rtic u la r ly  w hat is 
called the free school system. B u t 
no expansion is tak in g  place. On 
the con tra ry, under the pressure o f 
the cris is  the cap ita lis ts  « re  try in g  
to conserve pro fits  o r reduce loss­
es, among other means, by easing 
the tju t burden through economy in  
c iv i l and state governm ent a t the 
expense o f the educational system.

The to ll th is  economy has exacted 
can be guaged from  some figures 
given in  a recent reso lu tion present­
ed’ to George F. Zook, U n ited States 
Commissioner o f Educution, by fo u r 
hundred representatives of fo r ty  
educational organizations. “ More 
than 2,200,000 ch ild ren of school 
age are already deprived o f educa­
tion a l op po rtun ity ”  and “ nearly 
2,000 ru ra l schools fa ile d  to open 
th is  fa l l” . To these figures should 
be added the cu rta ilm en t o f school 
terms, the shortage o f indispensable 
m a te ria l lik e  te x t books, the crow d­
ed class-rooms and the o ther easily 
imagined in ju r io u s  effects o f th is  
economy.

W hat a l l th is  means to the teach­
ers can be seen fro m  statements in  
the same resolution. “ One in  every 
three Am erican teachers is now re­
ceiving less than $750 per year. 
Thousands o f teachers are receiving 
no salary a t a ll.”

Not A Temporary Phenomenon
There is good reason to believe 

th a t th is  contraction is not a tem­
porary phenomenon. The need fo r  
economy is no t lik e ly  soon to dis­
appear. The crisis is not over. The 
bankers and re a lty  in terests w i l l  
continue to squeeze fo r  greater 
profits and greater economies. And 
th is  crisis, should the cap ita lis ts  
succeed in  overcom ing, it ,  w i l l  be 
succeeded by others o f a deeper 
Character. I f  ou r present experi­
ence means anyth ing  i t  indicates 
th a t the attacks on the educational 
system w i l l  increase and cu t deep­
er.

I t  fo llow s th a t the employed teach­
ers w i l l  suffer a  d rastic  low ering  
of th e ir liv in g  and w o rk ing  condi­
tions i f  they do no t organize and’ 
resist. The thousands o f unemploy­
ed teachers and the thousands more 
who are q u a lify in g  to teach w i l l  
never do so i f  they w a it fo r  the 
cap ita lis t masters o f society to  
provide them w ith  the opportun ity. 
Together they should’ strugg le fo r  
the expansion o f the educational 
system and resist its  contraction.

F o r th is  they need un ity . The 
unemployed should support the 
struggle o f the employed against 
cu rta ilm en t of school fa c ilit ie s  as 
every successful resistance increas­
es the poss ib ility  of advancing to 
the counter-attack fo r  expansion o f 
them. The employed should sup­
po rt the struggle o f the unemployed 
fo r  w ork  and re lie f as every suc­
cess in  th is  d irection removes a 
th rea t against the low ering  o f 
th e ir  own standards through the 
pressure of the unemployed’ fo r  
work.

Unemployment Insurance For 
Teachers

The fig h t fo r  unemployment' in ­
surance is one o f the best means of 
un itin g  the employed and unemploy­

ed teachers. I t  conforms to the 
b itte r  need of the unemployed fo r 
re lie f. And i t  therbey deprives the 
economizers o f a lever to  low er the 
standards o f the employed.

A t bottom the problems o f the 
educational system are insoluble 
except on the basis o f the social 
revo lu tion. Sooner o r la te r the 
course o f the teachers’ struggles 
w i l l  lead them in to  the channels of 
the revo lu tiona ry  movement.

Today the problem is the organ i­
zation o f a strugg le fo r  defense and 
re lie f. B y th e ir  own efforts the 
teachers cannot succeed against 
th e ir  pow erfu l enemies. They need 
assistance from  the workers who 
have the same enemies.

In  the struggle fo r  unemployment 
insurance the teachers have a 
means o f jo in in g  th e ir struggle 
w ith  th a t o f the workers movement. 
In  the, C inc inna ti, 1932 and W ash­
ington, 1933 conventions the A . F. 
o f L . w ent on record fo r  unemploy­
ment insurance. We do no t expect 
tha t Green and W o ll w i l l  organize 
the movement fo r  i t  o f t l i ie r  own 
accord. But. the wheels can be set 
in  m otion by pressure from  the 
rank and file.

The teachers now have an oppor­
tu n ity  to begin the ag ita tion  in  the 
A. F. o f L . The Am erican Federa­
tion  o f Teachers is a p a rt o f i t .  The 
passage o f the reso lu tion fo r  un­
employment insurance tw o years 
runn ing  gives a good basis to raise 
the question o f doing something 
about i t  in  the A. F. o f L . I t  gives 
the teachers’ movement a card of 
en try  to almost every union meet­
ing  to present its  case fo r  un ited 
action. The teachers should begin 
th is  im portan t a c tiv ity .

—T. STAMM.

Greetings to Australian 
M ilitan t7

We are happy to announce the 
receipt o f another paper from  a fa r  
end' o f the  w o rld  bearing the  t it le ,  
the M ilitant. I t  is the organ o f our 
newly-form ed A u s tr ia lia n  section 
known as the W orkers’ P a rty  (L e ft  
O pposition). The A u s tr ia lia n  M ili­
tant is  a tw e lve  page m im eograph­
ed jo u rn a l devoted to theoretica l 
problems fac ing  the w o rk ing  class 
in  A us tra lia  and in te rna tiona lly .

Thera is pow erfu l testim ony to  
the grow ing streng th  o f the  ideas o f 
M arx ism  as represented1 by the 
Bolshevik-Lenin ists in  the appear­
ance o f a group of comrades and 
a paper advocating them  In  fa r  
away A ustra lia . W e take pa rticu ­
la r  p ride in  m aking th is  announce­
ment not only because the new 
paper is a namesake o f our organ 
and because o f its  re p rin tin g  o f 
artic les from  the M ilitant and 
Young Spartacus bu t also because 
we fee l a p a rtic u la r respons ib ility  
in  the fo rm ation  o f the A us tra lia n  
section o f the Bolshevik-Leninists. 
I t  was the M ilitant th a t ca rried  the 
message to  them.

R evo lu tionary greetings to our 
A us tra lia n  comades! M ore power 
to you r progress and' success in  the 
A us tra lia n  labor movem ent! We 
are wholehearted ly w ith  you in  
your struggle fo r  the p ro le ta rian  
revo lu tion in  A u s tra lia !

T hq  decision o f Fascist Germany 
has sown the greatest confusion in  
the socia list and Communist p a rt­
ies. B oth  o f them, k ic k in g  over 
M arxism , have accused H it le r  no t 
o f nationalism , but o f lack of na­
tionalism . The whole ag ita tion  o f 
the C. P. G. up to the m onth of 
June s t i l l  tends to  demonstrate 
the na tiona l “ treachery”  o f H itle r .  
The Deutche F re ih e it stammers 
p it i fu l ly  th a t the action o f H it le r  
leads to  a worsening o f the positions 
o f Germany as i f  i t  were para­
graphs and statutes and no t re­
la tionsh ip  o f forces w h ich  decide.

H it le r  is  s t i l l  no t na tiona l enough 
fo r  the C. P. G. We w i l l  be curious 
to know whether the C. P. G. w ins 
a  single Nazi w ith  the  he lp  o f th is  
“ ta c tic ” . B u t a t the same tim e  the 
C. P. G. has fa lle n  in to  another 
contrad iction. W h ile  the C. P. G. 
fo llow s the lin e  o f the fo rm er fo r­
eign po licy o f the U  S. S. R., L i t ­
v inov has already embraced H er- 
r io t ;  P ilsudsky and M olotov send 
telegrams o f protest against the 
German disturben in  the  ranks o f 
the League o f Nations. The en tire  
po licy o f the  la s t years has deprived 
the U. S. S. R. o f its  independence 
on the In te rn a tion a l arena and 
forces i t  to  fo llo w  one o r another 
Hoe.

l u s t  O f f  t h e  g r e s »
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shou ts : “ Long L ive  the  Red Fleet 
and A rm y ! Long L ive  T ro ts k y !”  

The Visting Days
The second day was the sa ilors ’. 

The sailors, in  groups w ith  officers 
a t th e ir  head, went to  v is it  the 
museums. I t  was then th a t we had 
the opportun ity  to ca rry  on an ex­
tensive ag ita tion . A  group o f com­
rades d is tribu ted leaflets in  Russian 
to them  in  the Archeologic museum. 
The sa ilors were accompanied up 
to the s ta tion  w ith  shouts: "Long 
L ive  the Red Fleet, Long L ive  the 
Red A rm y ! Long L ive  T ro ts k y !”  On 
Concord Square the police attacked 
our comrades and arrested a com­
rade, as- w e ll as a w orker sym path­
izer, who had crashed the ranks of 
the sailors andj d is tribu ted  the leaf­
lets. Under coercion the sailors 
made no gesture and d id  not ac­
cept the leaflets.

On the Acropolis another strong 
group o f comrades m ixed w ith  the 
sailors and discussed w ith  them. 
They stated th a t the sailors show­
ed’ an intense in terest, but the o f­
ficers intervened and pushed them 
away. There were sailors who in ­
sulted the name o f comrade T ro t­
sky. B u t a great number rem ain­
ed s ilen t and showed a k ind  o f 
astonishment to  see so many “ T ro t­
skyis ts” .

A  big  sa ilo r approached ou r com­
rades and said in  a low  voice “ T ro t­
sky is  O. K .”  Another, bearing the 
ins ign ia  o f the C. P. pushed him  
aw ay and insulted him . F o r three 
hour's ou r comrades persisted, sing­
ing the In te rn a tion a le  and resolute­
ly  p ly ing  them w ith  questions on 
the expulsion o f comrade T ro tsky  
and the fa te  o f Rakovsky.

A t Every Step
B u t w h a t caused most surprise 

among the sailors was the fac t tha t 
as’ they stro lled  along in  sm all 
groups they encountered “ T ro tsky ­
is ts”  a t every step who greeted 
them w ith  the sho u t: “ Long L ive  
T ro ts k y !”  and handed them leafilets. 
There were cases where the sailors 
answered’ w ith  insu lts . B u t some 
o f them (those who were not ac­
companied by officers) took the 
leaflets and h id  them. In  the stores 
where the sailors bought foot-wear 
and sm all a rtic les  they were aston­
ished to  find  leaflets o f ou r organ i­
zation. O ur comrades o f the trade 
union o f store employees who were 
well-supplied w ith  leaflets enclosed 
them in  the purchases made by the 
sailors. There were also charac­
te r is tic  scenes in  which on the one 
hand the bureaucrats showed th e ir 
w ra th  and the te rro r to w h ich the 
sailors were subjected.

A  group o f sailors were m aking 
purchases a t a store. The guide 
showed them a survey o f the pa rty . 
The sailors sa id : No, i t  is T ro tsky­
ist. A ll  the Greeks are T ro tsky is ts .

The C. P. d id  nothing, I t  could 
on ly mobilize a dozen bureaucrats, 
who gathered in  the A cropolis in  
a very wise manner, so as not to 
d is tu rb  the fr ie n d ly  re lations of 
the tw o countries. T h is  was the 
on ly dem onstration o f the S ta lin ­
ists. The jo u rn a lis ts  were not 
given the r ig h t o f en try  on the 
warships. The most characteris tic  
th in g  was th a t the sailors d id  not 
dare to speak to  anyone. Even 
when people know ing fore ign langu­
ages offered th e ir  services as in ­
terpreters, the sailors d id  no t ac­
cept them.

The Attitude of the Sailors
As to  the general a ttitud e  of the 

sailors— they were silent, austere 
and “ wise” . When they entered a 
store, one o f them, always w ith  a 
p a rty  insign ia , remained outside 
and watched. They a l l bought foot-
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wear fo r  themselves o r fo r  th e ir 
wives, stockings and watches. They 
were well-clad save fo r  th e ir  shoes 
w h ich  were in  bad condition. D u r­
ing th e ir noon-hour meal (they ate 
on the Acropolis) they ate a cheap 
qu a lity  o f bread and m argarine.

The cru iser "K rasny-K avkaz” , 
b u ilt  in  the U. S. S. R., made a 
great impression, by its  arm am ent 
and generally by its  construction, 
on the jo u rn a lis ts  and the officers 
of the Greek navy. They w rote 
many artic les on it .

The fleet le ft  fo r  Naples, I ta ly  in  
the evening. They w il l  probably 
go also to Marseilles. The oppor­
tun ity , w ill also be present there to 
show the sailors o f the Red Fleet 
th a t the liqu id a tio n  o f “ T ro tsky­
ism ”  on ly  exists in the m inds of 
the bureaucrats of the S ta lin is t 
clique.

The government money policy in  
te la tion  to the na tiona l recovery act 
o f the present adm in is tra tion  has 
reached a c r it ic a l stage. A  strug­
gle w ith in  the camp o f the big 
bourgeoisie over methods to be used 
against other im peria lis ts , the m id ­
dle class a t home and the workers 
o f the w o rld  has been brought to 
the surface. In  the f irs t stage of 
the NR A th is  struggle, w h ich  was 
o ffic ia lly  inaugurated w ith  the 
election o f Roosevelt, was some­
w hat concealed. Now i t  has 
bi’oken out in  the open.

I t  is no accident th a t the present 
controversy rages around a second­
a ry  i>sue such as the monetary 
policy. I t  seems to be an excellent 
po in t of a tta ck  fo r  the opposition 
cap ita lis ts. A t the same tim e i t  is 
a convenient cover fo r the more 
im portan t struggle. Due to his gov­
ernment position D r. Sprague was 
in  a key position to launch an 
attack. I l is  resignation as treas­
u ry  financia l adviser is ha iled by 
the press as a step th a t w i l l  b ring  
in to  sharp re lie f the d iffe rent views 
on the m onetary question. Th is is 
true. Nevertheless the question re­
mains a secondary one.

D r. Sprague’s Statement 
I) r .  Sprague understands the d if ­

ficu lties  o f the ca p ita lis t system as 
a whole. More sign ificant on th is  
score than his c ritic ism  of the 
Roosevelt money jto licy was the 
fo llow ing  statement by D r. Sprague: 

“ C apita lism  cannot survive un­
less we get together, tackle and 
solve these m a jo r problems which 
are breaking it, down, which have a l­
ready p a rtia lly  broken i t  down. I  
should say tha t, fa ilin g  solution, 
the fina l breakdown w i l l  come two 
years from  now.”

Pioneer Publisher Notes 
on Pamphlets

A  pam phlet on the h is to ry  of 
Soviet'- diplom acy under Len in  and1 
under the S ta lin  regime is in  pre­
paration and; w i l l  be published by 
the Pioneer Publishers. T h is  pam­
phlet w i l l  present docum entary ma­
te r ia l showing the rev is ion is t d ilu ­
tion  of Soviet fore ign po licy under 
L itv ino v-S ta lin , the g la rin g  change 
from  the f irs t Commisar o f Foreign 
A ffa irs  to the present incumbetn, 
from  B rest-L itovsk to Washington.

Comrade Shachtman has been as­
signed to prepare th is  m ateria l. 
T h is  pamphlet is intended fo r  wide 
d is tr ib u tio n  a t low cost. I ts  qu ick 
appearance is im pera tive . Many 
workers w i l l  be intensely interested 
in  lea rn ing  its  contents and thus 
adding to  th e ir  store o f  M arx ian 
knowledge. F ina nc ia l con tribu tions 
are needed so th a t th is  pamphlet 
can make its  appearance w ithou t 
delay. Send a ll funds to Pioneer 
Publishers, 84 East 10th Street, 
New Y ork  C ity .

A S P E C I A L  O F F E R
In  order th a t the m ilita n t w ork­

er be given the opportun ity  to know 
the tremendous differences between 
Soviet diplom acy of 1933 and tha t 
o f 1918, Pioneer Publishers is m ak­
ing a special offer of the splendid­
ly  documented volume, “ Russia and 
Germany a t B rest-L itovsk”  by Judah 
L. Magnes published firs t in  1918.

T h is  valuable book together w ith  
A rne Swabeck’s pamphlet, “ Unem­
ploym ent and’ the Am erican W ork­
in g  Class”  w i l l  sell fo r  25 i'ents

In  jo in in g  the L e ft O pposition I  
am doing th a t w h ich  every th in k in g  
revo lu tionary M a rx is t should not 
fa i l  to do. T h a t the S ta lin is t bu­
reaucracy has forsaken the idea of 
the w o rld  revo lu tion  and uses the 
phrase on ly in  the r itu a l on ho liday 
celebrations should by th is  tim e be 
clear to everyone who keeps fa ir ly  
w e ll in form ed w ith  ideas and 
events.

W hat i t  is incumbent upon every 
revo lu tionary M a rx is t to assert and 
emphasize is th a t the abandonment 
of the w orld  revo lu tion  represents 
the greatest danger to the Soviet 
Union. To the m iddle class in te l­
lectuals S ta lin  gives evidence of his 
great "statem anship”  by concen­
tra t in g  on "b u ild in g  socialism in 
one coun try ” . To them comrade 
T ro tsky  is the w ild  revo lu tionary 
w ith o u t a sense of “ rea lism ” . To 
the w o rk ing  class revo lu tion is t

O f course th is  is on ly h a lf of 
the s tory. The other ha lf, w h ich 
Lenin"' warned ou r class about, is 
tha t w ith o u t a revo lu tiona ry  party  
a revo lu tionary po licy and revo lu­
tiona ry  leadership, there cannot be 
a successful revo lu tion  no m atter 
how d ifficu lt the s itua tion  o f capi­
ta lism  is.

Drastic Steps To Be Taken
In  the money po licy of the gov­

ernment, a ll o f the m ild  methods o f 
in fla tio n  have been tried . Now in ­
d ications are th a t more drastic 
steps are to be taken. T h is  is one 
of the reasons fo r  the present a t­
tack o f the “ sound money”  advo­
cates. Some say th a t Roosevelt is 
figh ting  the in fla tion is ts  w ith  in ­
fla tion, meaning th a t he is using 
m ild  form s o f in fla tio n  to head off 
d irec t currency in fla tion . Others 
do not desire to be kept in  the 
dark as to the government policy 
and hope th a t the a ttack w ill force 
the issuance o f a statement, in d ica t­
ing more completely the objectives 
of the present d r i f t  in  the Roose­
velt m onetary po licy. The E u r­
opean economists, review ing the 
steps taken by the United States, 
in fo rm  the d o lla r defenders tha t 
they took the iden tica l steps sev­
era l years ago.

B u t underly ing  and more funda­
m ental than the offensive over the 
m onetary po licy of the adm in is tra ­
tion  is the struggle o f the cap ita lis t 
group w ork ing  fo r greater govern­
ment and in d u s tr ia l centra lization 
against the cap ita lis t ind iv idua lis ts . 
And also there is the struggle over 
the question o f the financia l under­
takings and expenses of the govern­
ment fo r  w h ich  a t present there are 
no means o f equalizing through 
government income. Some argue 
th a t the m iddle class w i l l  have to 
bear the burden w ith  increased 
taxes. Others contend th a t the is ­
suing o f green-backs and currency 
in fla tio n  is the best method. T h is  
is not on ly  a con flic t between the 
big cap ita lis ts  and the m iddle class. 
I t  is a strugg le w ith in  the camp of 
the big cap ita lis ts  themselves as to 
the best method o f consolidating 
and m a in ta in ing  t l ie ir  power a t 
home and abroad w ith  the least 
fr ic tio n . The struggle against the 
pound and the franc  on the in te rna ­
tio n a l field is as fundam ental as 
the struggle against the other class­
es at home. For, in  the las t ana ly­
sis, the leading im peria lis ts  desire 
to have the do lla r sa iling  the seven 
seas as the dom inating in te rna tion ­
a l exchange when m onetary agree­
ment can be reached on a basis 
sa tis facto ry to America.

Increase In  Foreign Trade
The increase in fore ign trade fo r 

the month o f October is reported 
en thusiastica lly  by the cap ita lis t 
press w h ich a ttr ibu tes  a consider­
able p a rt o f th is  gain to the de­
precia tion o f the do lla r in re la tion 
to the pound and the franc. Soviet 
recognition and trade, through 
cred its on Am erican terms, are re­
garded as a step to increase the 
exports and regain markets. In  
addition to th is  Am erica holds a 
favorable position in  the Pan-Am­
erican conference.

The tin ke rin g  w i t t |  the financia l 
s truc tu re  is on ly  a surface scratch 
o f the problems and contradictions 
con fronting Am erican im peria lism . 
A t the most such measures can 
on ly provide short b reath ing spells. 
The more fundam ental problems 
w i l l  have to be “ tackled and 
solved”  to prevent a break-down.

—HUGO OEHLER.

S ta lin ’s path means inevitab le  d is­
aster and betrayal of the in te rna ­
tiona l w o rk ing  class, in c lud in g  the 
Russian. T h is  expla ins why SO 
many of the New Republic and 
N ation enthusiasts are flocking to 
the banner o f S ta lin ism  a t the tim e 
when revo lu tiona ry  M arx is ts  are ex­
pelled from  the Communist parties.

When in the early  pa rt o f 1903 I  
became acquainted w ith  T ro tsky ’s 
"C ritic ism  of the D ra ft P rogram ” 
I  im m ediate ly knew who represent­
ed the tru th  of revo lu tiona ry  M a rx ­
ism. I  hoped, however, th a t the 
Communist In te rn a tion a l would be 
compelled by the force of events to 
change its  policies. I  was not con­
vinced th a t i t  was necessary to fo l­
low comrade T ro tsky  in  m aking an 
( pen and in transigeant strugg le 
against the destructive ideas and 
tactics o f the Com intern. O nly my 
very closest friends knew where 
my sympathies lay. The party  
functionaries knew tha t I  fo llowed 
T ro tsky ’s w ritin g s  very closely and 
expressed some displeasure but a t­
tr ibu te d  n iy  in te rest to the fa c t 
th a t I was not a w orker but an 
in te llectua l.

My five months in  the Soviet Un­
ion in 1931 le ft me more disturbed 
than ever. On the one hand I  saw 
the successful bu ild in g  o f huge fac­
tories, w h ile  on the o ther hand I  
saw evident signs of degeneration 
in  the party , and w o rk ing  class 
and peasant d issatisfaction. F o r­
tunate ly  in  the last month o f my 
stay I came in  contact w ith  an A m ­
erica n-Jowish w orker in  K harkov, 
and my firs t enthusiasm engender­
ed by the appearance o f huge fa c ­
tories was tempered by a more in ­
tim ate  knowledge o f the li fe  o f the 
Soviet w o rker as revealed to me by 
th  New York m achin ist who le ft  the 
United States because he heard 
O lgin, in  a lecture, describe the 
Soviet Union as a veritab le  para­
dise.

Testimony of Russian Party 
Members

The economic hardships fo r  the 
workers and peasants, however, 
were not in  themselves sufficient 
to cause one to change his views 
on basic princip les. D ifficu lties  and 
hardships are to  be expected. In  
1931, the effect of the adventurous 
policies o f the “ liqu ida tion  o f the 
ku lak  as a class”  and' “ the five 
year plan in  fo u r”  was not yet 
fu lly  apparent. There was a great 
deal o f hope th a t the end1 o f the 
five year plan would w itness a 
m arked improvement.

W hat was most d is tu rb ing  was 
the in te lle c tu a lly  s tif lin g  atm o­
sphere in  the pa rty . Several times 
pa rty  members, when w ith  me 
alone, asked me in  a wh isper con­
cern ing the whereabouts o f T ro t­
sky. They did  not even know th a t 
he was in  Turkey. The p a rty  mem­
bers had a grotesque p ic tu re  of 
conditions in  cap ita lis t countries. 
Discussion in  the pa rty  un its  re­
volved around how best to ca rry  
out the pa rty  line. I t  was no long­
er a Communist p a rty— th a t is, a 
liv ing , th in k in g , func tion ing  group 
of class-conscious workers bu t a 
huge machine u n th in k in g ly  c a rry ­
ing out the behests of “ the leader” .

Upon my re tu rn  to the U n ited 
States I  was determ ined to  give 
the Chicago workers who were in ­
terested’ a more rea lis tic  p ic tu re  of 
the Soviet Union. Though more 
convinced than ever th a t T ro tsky  
was r ig h t in  his c r it ic is m  o f S tal­
in ’s economic policies in  the So­
v ie t Union, I  was not yet prepared 
to begin a struggle in  the open. I  
there fore om itted many th ings in  
my lectures on the Soviet Union. I  
s im ply warned my listeners not to 
go to the Soviet Union fo r  the p u r­
pose o f rem a in ing there.

The German Lesson
I t  wys the German s itua tion  and 

the insane policies fo llow ed by the 
C. I. bureaucrats th a t convinced me 
o f the necessity of an open figh t 
against these policies. I t  became 
obvious th a t not to struggle against 
the Com intern “ lin e ”  amounted to 
an actua l be traya l. Comrade T ro t­
sky was absolutely correct in  his 
open and uncom prom ising struggle 
against the revision ism  of S ta lin  and 
his fellow-bureaucrats. No longer 
quiet, but speaking openly against 
the C. I. line, I  was im m ediate ly 
expelled.

I knew, of course, tha t I  be­
longed to the L e ft Opposition. Nev­
ertheless 1 would not jo in  w ith o u t 
ge tting  in  touch w ith  the “ Love- 
stoneites”  and reading th e ir  l ite ra ­
tu re  over again. The more I  read’ 
o f th e ir position, the more I  ta lk ­
ed w ith  th e ir  representatives, the 
more disgusted I  became. The two- 
S ta lin  idea— one th e  correct S ta lin  
fo r  the Soviet Union and the other 
the incorrect one fo r  the cap ita lis t 
countries— was sickening. H erberg ’s 
a rtic le  in  the Modem Monthly 
exp la in ing the position o f the 
Lovestoneites”  was the las t straw . 
I t  is  p i t i fu l  fo r  anyonfe to a ttem pt 
to make such a sharp d is tinc tio n  
between S ta lin ism  in  the Soviet 
Union and in  the  Capita list coun­
tries. I t  is  a denia l o f M arx ism  
fo r anyone to say: the princip les 
are correct, on ly the tac tics  are 
wrong.
The Principles of M arx and Lenin

I  have jo ined the L e ft Opposition 
because i t  represents the interests 
of the in te rna tiona l revo lu tiona ry  
w o rk ing  class. I t  is  c lear to  me 
th a t the princip les upon w h ich  i t  
stands are based upon the teachings 
o f M a rx  and Len in  and free fro m  
the f i lth  and revisionism  o f S ta lin  
and h is  obedient sate llites in  the 
Soviet Union and1 in  the cap ita lis t 
countries.

H e  who understands the p r in c i­
ples o f revo lu tiona ry  M arx ism  and 
who is not a fra id  to  s trugg le  fo r 
those princip les has on ly one road 
to  fo llo w — to bu ild  a new pa rty  
and a new in te rna tiona l under the 
leadership o f the L e ft Opposition.

—ALBERT GOLDMAN.
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THE LANGUAGE OF BOLSHEVIK DIPLOMACY
s

(Note o f Soviet Comissar o f 
F ore ign A ffa irs  CJiicherin to  
President W oodrow W ilson, 
transm itted  th rough  the  N or­
w egian A ttache in  Moscow, Oct­
ober 24, 1918).

M r. President,
In  your message o f January  8th 

to the Congress o f the  U n ited  States 
o f N o rth  Am erica, in  the s ix th  
po in t, you spoke o f your profound 
sym pathy fo r  Russia, w h ich  was 
then conducting, single-handed, neg­
o tia tions w ith  the m ig h ty  German 
Im peria lism . Your program , you 
declared, demands the evacuation 
o f a ll Russian te rr ito ry  and1 such a  
settlem ent o f a l l questions a ffecting  
Russia as w i l l  secure the best and 
freest co-operation of the o ther na­
tions o f the w o rld  in  ob ta in ing  fo r  
her an unhampered and unembar­
rassed opportun ity  fo r  the indep­
endent determ ination of her po li­
t ic a l development and na tiona l pol­
icy, and assure her a sincere w e l­
come in to  the society o f free na­
tions under in s titu tio n s  o f her o w n ' 
choosing; and, more than a w e l- ! 
come, assistance Of every k in d  t h a t ! 
she may need' and may herself de­
sire. And you added th a t “ the 
trea tm ent accorded to  Russia by 
her s is ter nations in  the m onths to 
come w i l l  be the acid' test o f th e ir  
good-w ill, o f th e ir  comprehension 
of her needs as d istinguished fro m  
th e ir  own interests, and o f th e ir  
in te llige n t and unselfish sym pathy.”  

Tbs' desperate strugg le w h ich  we 
were waging a t B rest-L itovsk 
against German Im peria lism  appar­
en tly  on ly in tensified you r sym pathy

«Ours Is a People's Government 
Yours Is Not»-Chicherin to Wilson

fo r  Soviet Russia, fo r  y o u  send 
greetings to  the Congress o f the 
Soviets, w h ich  under the th re a t o f 
a German offensive ra tifie d  the 
B res t peace o f violence— greetings 
and assurance tha t Soviet Russia 
m igh t count upon A m erican help.

Test o f Am erican C ap ita lism ’s 
“ Good W il l”

S ix m onths have passed since 
then, and the Russian people have 
had suffic ient tim e  to get actua l 
tes t o f you r Government’s and you r 
A llie s ’ good w ill,  o f th e ir  compre­
hension o f the needs o f the  Rus­
sian people, of th e ir  in te llig e n t un­
selfish sym pathy. T h is  a tt itu d e  of 
you r Govenrment and' o f you r A l­
lies was shown f irs t  o f a l l  in  the 
conspiracy w h ich was organized on 
Russian te r r ito ry  w ith  the finan­
c ia l" assistance o f you r French A l­
lies and w ith  the d ip lom atic  co-op­
e ra tion  o f your Government as w e ll 
— the conspiracy o f the C zechoslov­
aks to  whom  you r Government is 
fu rn ish in g  every k in d  o f assistance. 
F o r some tim e  attem pts had been 
made to  create a pre text fo r  a w a r 
between Russia and the U n ited 
States by spreading fa lse  stories to 
the effect th a t German w a r prison­
ers had seized' the S iberian r a i l­
way, b u t you r own officers, and 
a fte r  them  Colonel Robins, the head

of you r Red Cross M ission, had1 been 
convinced th a t these allegations 
were absolutely false. The Czecho­
s lovak conspiracy was organized 
under the slogan th a t unless these 
misled' un fo rtuna te  people be pro­
tected, they would' be surrendered 
to Germany and A u s tr ia ; bu t you 
may find  out, among o ther sources, 
fro m  the open le tte r  o f Captain 
Sadoul, o f the  French M il ita ry  M is­
sion, how unfounded th is  charge is.

The Czecho-Slovaks w ou ld  have 
le ft Russia in  the beginning o f the 
year had the  French Government 
provided ships fo r  them. F o r sev­
e ra l months we have w aited in  
va in  fo r  you r A llie s  to  provide the 
opportun ity  fo r  the Czecho-Slovaks 
to leave. E v id en tly  these Govern­
ments have ve ry  much p re fe rred  the 
presence o f the Czecho-Slovaks in  
Russia— the resu lts show fo r  w hat 
ob ject— to th e ir  departu re  fo r  
France and th e ir  p a rtic ip a tio n  in  
the figh ting  on the  French fron t. 
The best p roo f o f the  rea l ob ject 
o f the Czecho-Slovaks rebellion is 
the fac t th a t a lthough  in  Control of 
the S iberian ra ilw a y , the Czecho­
slovaks have no t taken advantage 
o f th is  to  leave Russia, bu t by  the 
order o f the E ntente Governments, 
whose d irections they fo llow , have 
remained in  Russia to become the

LEON TROTSKY

Our Present Tasks
The v ic to ry  o f national-socia lism  

in  Germany b rough t about in  other 
countries no t the strengthening o f 
Communist b u t o f dem ocratic tend­
encies. In  an especially c lear fo rm  
we see th is  in  the examples of 
England and N orw ay. B u t the 
same process is  undoubtedly tak in g  
place in  a series o f o ther countries 
as w e ll. I t  is  very  possible th a t 
the social-democracy o f Belg ium  in  
p a rtic u la r w i l l  in  the nearest fu ­
tu re  go through a period o f a  new 
p o lit ic a l ascent. T ha t reform ism  
is  the w ors t break on h is to ric  de­
velopment and th a t the social-dem­
ocracy is  doomed to fa ilu re — th is  
is ABC  to  us. B u t the ABC alone 
does not suffice. In  the general 
h is to ric  decline o f re form ism  ju s t 
as in  the  decline o f capitalism , 
periods o f tem porary rise  are in ­
evitable. The candle burns most 
b r ig h tly  before i t  goes out. The 
fo rm u la : e ithe r Fascism o r Com­
m unism  is  absolute ly correct bu t 
on ly in  the fin a l h is to ric  analysis. 
The destructive  po licy o f the Com­
in te rn  supported by the a u th o rity  
o f the  workers’ state has no t on ly  
compromised revo lu tiona ry  methods 
bu t has also given to  the social- 
democracy, defiled by crim es and 
treacheries, the  o p po rtu n ity  o f ra is ­
in g  up again over the w o rk ing  class 
the banner o f democracy as the 
banner o f salvation.

The W orkers D read Fascism
Tens o f m illio ns  o f w orkers a re  

alarm ed to  the vdry depths o f th e ir  
hearts by the danger o f Fascism. 
H it le r  showed them again w ha t the 
destruction o f w o rk ing  class organ­
iza tions and of elem entary dem­
ocra tic  r ig h ts  means. The S ta lin ­
is ts  kep t on asserting fo r  the last 
couple o f years th a t there is no 
difference between Fascism and 
democracy, th a t Fascism and social- 
democracy are tw ins. On the trag ic  
experience o f Germany the  w o rk ­
ers o f the whole w o rld  convinced 
themselves o f the c r im in a l absurd­
i t y  o f such assertions. There fore 
the fu r th e r  decline o f the  S ta lin is t 
parties under conditions exception­
a lly  favorab le  fo r  the revo lu tion ­
a ry  w ing. Therefore also the de­
s ire  o f the workers to ho ld on to  
th e ir  mass organizations and to 
th e ir  dem ocratic righ ts . Thanks to 
the  ten-year c r im in a l po licy  o f the 
Stalinized' Com intern the p o litica l 
problem  presents its e lf to the con­
sciousness o f the m any-m illioned 
w o rk ing  class masses no t in  the 
fo rm  o f a decisive a lte rn a tive : the 
d ic ta to rsh ip  of Fascism o r the dic­
ta to rsh ip  o f the p ro le ta ria t, bu t in  
a fo rm  o f a m ore p r im it iv e  and 
vague a lte rn a tiv e : Fascism  o r dem­
ocracy.

Take the S itua tions As I t  Is
W e m ust take the resu ltan t p o li­

t ic a l s itua tion  as i t  is  w ith o u t 
crea ting  any illus ions. O f course, 
we rem ain always- tru e  to  ourselves 
and tp  our banner; always and un­
der a l l conditons we say openly who 
w e are, w h a t we w a n t and where 
we a re  going. B u t we cannot force 
ou r program  on the masses mechan­
ica lly . The experience o f the  S ta l­
in is ts  on th is  score is  suffic iently 
eloquent. Instead o f coup ling  th e ir  
locom otive to  the tra in  o f the  w o rk ­
in g  class and accelerating its  move­
m ent fo rw a rd , the S ta lin is ts  set 
th e ir  locom otive w ith  a loud w h is tle  
tow ards the t ra in  o f the p ro le ta ria t 
and sometimes even collide w ith  i t  
so th a t on ly scrap is le ft  o f the 
sm all locomotive. The consequ­
ences o f such po licy  are ev ident: 
in  some countries the  p ro le ta ria t 
has fa lle n  a defenseless v ic tim  o f 
Fascism, in  others i t  has been 
th ro w n  back to  the  positions of 
re form ism .

The S truggle fo r  D em ocratic 
“ R igh ts ”

There can be no though t o f Course 
o f a serious and p ro tracted  regen­
era tion  o f re form ism . I t  is  re a lly

not a question o f re form ism  in  the 
w ide sense o f the word b u t o f the 
in s tinc tive  desire o f the  workers to 
safeguard th e ir  organizations and 
th e ir  “ r ig h ts ” . F rom  th is  pure ly  
defensive and pure ly  conservative 
position the  w o rk ing  class can and 
m ust in  the process o f s trugg le  go 
over to  a revo lu tiona ry  offensive 
a long the whole line. The offen­
sive, in  its  tu rn , m ust make the 
masses m ore susceptible to  great 
revo lu tiona ry  tasks and consequ­
en tly  to ou r program . B u t to 
achieve th is  we ynust go th rough 
the period opening up before us 
together w ith  the masses, in  th e ir  
f irs t  ranks, w ith o u t d issolving in  
them bu t also w ith o u t detaching 
from  them.

The S ta lin is ts  (and th e ir  m iser­
able im ita to rs , the B rand le ris ts) 
declared democratic slogans under 
p ro h ib itio n  fo r  a l l the countries of 
the w o r ld : fo r  In d ia  w h ich  d id  not 
as ye t accom plish its  lib e ra tin g  
na tiona l re v o lu tio n ; fo r  Spain 
where the  p ro le ta rian  vanguard 
m ust ye t find  the ways fo r  trans ­
fo rm in g  the  creeping bourgeois rev­
o lu tio n  in to  a soc ia lis t one ; fo r  
Germany, where the  crushed and 
atomized1 p ro le ta r ia t is  deprived of 
a l l  th a t is  achieved d u rin g  the las t 
c e n tu ry ; fo r  Belg ium  th e  pro le­
ta r ia t  o f w h ich  does no t take its  
eyes off its  Eastern borders and, 
suppressing a deep m is trus t, sup­
ports  the p a rty  o f dem ocratic “ pac i­
fism ”  (Vandervelde & Co.). The 
S ta lin is ts  deduce the bare renunci­
a tion  o f dem ocratic slogans in  a 
pure ly  abstract w ay fro m  the  gen­
era l cha racte ris tic  o f ou r epoch 
as an epoch o f im peria lism  and o f 
socia list revo lu tion.

Deepen the Channels o f S trugg le
, Thus presented, the question con­
ta ins  no t even a g ra in  o f d ia le c tics ! 
D em ocratic  slogans and illus ions 
cannot be abolished by decree. I t  
is necessary th a t the masses go 
through them and o u tlive  them in  
the experience o f battles. The  task 
of the p ro le ta ria t consists in  coup­
lin g  its  locom otive to  the tra in  a t 
the masses. I t  is  necessary to  find 
the dynam ic elements in  the  present 
defensive position o f the  w o rk in g  
class; we m ust make the  masses 
d raw  conclusions fro m  th e ir  own 
dem ocratic logic, we m ust w iden 
and deepen the channels of the 
struggle. And1 on th is  road quan­
t i t y  passes over in to  qu a lity .

The Bolsheviks l a  1917
Le t us reca ll once more th a t in  

1917 when the Bolsheviks were im ­
measurably stronger than any one 
o f the present sections o f the Com­
in te rn  they continued to  demand 
the earliest convocation o f the Con­
s titu e n t Assembly, the low ering  of 
the voting age, the r ig h t  o f suf­
frage  fo r  soldiers, the election of 
officials, etc., etc. The  m ain slogan 
o f thq  Bolsheviks “ a l l power to  the 
Soviets”  meant fro m  the  beginning 
o f A p r i l up to September 1917 a ll 
power to  the social-democracy 
(Mensheviks and Social-Revolution­
a r ie s ). W hen the re fo rm is ts  en­
tered1 in to  a  governmental coa lition  
w ith  the bourgeoisie, the  Bolsheviks 
pu t fo r th  the slogan “ down w ith  
the cap ita lis t m in is ters” . T h is  s ig ­
nified aga in : workers, force the 
Mensheviks and Social-Revolution­
aries to  take the whole power in to  
th e ir  hands! The p o lit ic a l experi­
ence of the on ly  successful pro le­
ta r ia n  revo lu tion  is  perverted and 
fa ls ified  by the S ta lin is ts  beyond 
recognition. O ur task  here also 
consists in  re-establishing the facts 
and d raw ing  from  them  the neces­
sary conclusions fo r  the present.

O ur Tasks Today
We,. Bolsheviks, consider th a t 

the rea l sa lvation fro m  Fascism 
and w a r lies  in  the  revo lu tiona ry  
conquest o f power and the  estab­
lish in g  o f the p ro le ta rian  d ic ta to r-

ship. You, soc ia lis t workers, do 
no t agree to  th is  road. You hope 
no t on ly to save w h a t has been 
gained bu t also to move fo rw a rd  
along the road' o f democracy. Good ! 
As long as we have no t convinced 
you and a ttrac ted  you to ou r side 
we are ready to  fo llo w  th is  road 
w ith  you to the end. B u t we demand 
th a t you c a rry  on the strugg le fo r  
democracy no t in  words b u t in  
deeds. Everybody adm its— each in  
h is own way— th a t in  the  present 
conditions a “ s trong government”  
is necessary. W e ll then, make you r 
p a rty  open up a rea l s trugg le  fo r  
a s trong  dem ocratic government. 
F o r th is  i t  is  necessary f irs t  o f a ll 
to sweep aw ay a l l  the  rem nants of 
the feudal s ta te . I t  is  necessary to 
give the suffrage to a l l  men and 
women who reached th e ir  18th 
b irthday , also to  the  soldiers in  
the arm y. F u ll concentration o f 
leg is la tive  and executive power in  
the hands o f one cham ber! L e t 
y o u r p a rty  open up a serious cam­
paign under these slogans, le t i t  
arouse m illio n s  o f workers, le t  i t  
conquer power th rough  the d rive  
of the masses. T h is  a t any ra te  
would be a serious a ttem pt o f 
struggle against Fascism and w ar. 
We, Bolsheviks, would, re ta in  the  
r ig h t to  exp la in  to the w o rkers  the 
insufficiency o f dem ocratic slogans; 
we could no t take  upon ourselves 
the p o lit ic a l respons ib ility  fo r  the 
social-dem ocratic governm ent ; bu t 
we would honestly he lp you in  the 
strugg le fo r  such a  government ; to ­
gether w ith  you we w ou ld  repe l a l l 
attacks of bourgeois reaction. M ore 
than tha t, we would b ind ourselves 
before you no t to  undertake any 
revo lu tiona ry  actions w h ich  go be­
yond the lim its  o f democracy (real 
democracy) so long  as the  m a jo r­
i ty  o f the workers has no t consci­
ously placed its e lf  on the side o f 
revo lu tiona ry  d ic ta to rsh ip .
A lt itu d e  T ow ard  S oc ia lis t W orkers

F or the com ing period th is  should 
be ou r a ttitu d e  tow ards socia list 
and non-party workers. H av ing  
taken together w ith  them  the  in ­
i t ia l  positions o f dem ocratic de­
fense, we m ust im p a rt to  th is  de­
fense im m edia te ly g serious prole­
ta r ia n  character. W p m ust f irm ly  
say to ourselves, we sha ll n o t a llow  
th a t w h ich  occured in  G erm any! I t  
is  necessary th a t every class-con­
scious w o rke r permeate h im se lf 
th rough and th rough  w ith  the 
thought o f no t a llow in g  Fascism  to 
raise its  head. I t  is  necessary sys^ 
tem atica lly  and pe rs is ten tly  to  sur­
round workers homes, pub lish ing  
houses and clubs w ith  a c irc le  of 
p ro le ta rian  guards. I t  is  necessary 
ju s t  as pers is tently  to  encirc le  the 
hearths o f Fascism (newspapers, 
clubs, F asc is t ba rracks ) w ith  a 
p ro le ta rian  blockade. W e m ust 
‘make figh ting  agreements w ith  p o li­
tica l, trade-union, c u ltu ra l,  sport,' 
cooperative and o ther w o rk in g  class 
organizations fo r  cqmmon actions 
fo r  the defense o f the  in s titu tio n s  
o f p ro le ta rian  democracy. The 
more serious and th o u g h tfu l, the 
less loud and boas tfu l character 
the vrork w i l l  have, the. sooner we 
w i l l  ga in  the  confidence o f the pro­
le ta ria t, beginning w ith  the  youth, 
and the sure r i t  w i l l  lead to  v ic ­
to ry .

T h a t is  the  w ay I  p ic tu re  the 
basic cha racte ris tics  o f  a  t ru ly  
M arx ian  po licy  fo r  the  coming 
period. In  d iffe re n t countries o f 
Europe th is  po licy  w i l l ,  o f course, 
assumé a d iffe ren t fo rm  depending 
on na tiona l circum stances. To fo l­
low  a tten tive ly  a l l  the  changes in  
the s itu a tio n  and a l l  the  sh ifts  in  
the consciousness o f the  masses 
and to p u t fo r th  a t every new stage 
slogans flow ing  fro m  the  w ho le  s it­
ua tion— in  th is  consists the  task  of 
revo lu tiona ry  leadership.

— L . TR O TS K Y .
Nov. 7, 1938

«Your Post Is Not Yet Taken by Debs» 
Said Soviet Comissar to U.S. President

m ainstay o f the Russian counter­
revo lu tion .

Promises and Performances
T h e ir counter-revo lu tionary m u­

tiny , w h ich  made im possible the 
transporta tion  o f g ra in  and petro­
leum  on the Volga, w h ich  cu t off 
thq  Russian w orkers  and peasants 
from  the S iberian stores o f g ra in  
and other m ate ria ls  and condemned 
them to s ta rva tion— th is  was the 
f irs t experience o f the workers and 
peasants o f Russia w ith  your Gov­
ernm ent and w ith  you r A llie s  a fte r 
you r promises of the bejginning of 
the year. And then came another 
experience; an a ttack  on N o rth  
Russia by A llied1 troops, in c lud in g  
Am erican troops, th e ir  invasion o f 
Russian te r r ito ry  w ith o u t any 
cause and w ith o u t a decla ra tion  o f 
w ar, the occupation o f Russian 
cities and villages, executions of 
Soviet offic ia ls and o ther acts of 
violence against the peaceful popu­
la tio n  o f Russia.

You have promised, M r. P resi­
dent, to co-operate w ith  Russia in  
order to ob ta in  fo r  her an unham­
pered and unembarrassed opportun­
ity  fo r  the independent determ ina­
tion  o f her p o lit ic a l development 
and her na tiona l po licy. Actua lly- 
th is  co-operation took the  fo rm  o f 
an attem pt o f the Czecho-Slovak 
troops, and la te r, in  Archangel, 
M urm ansk and the F a r East, o f 
your own and you r A llie s ’ troops, to 
force the Russian people to  subm it 
to the ru le  o f the oppressing and ex­
p lo itin g  classes, whose dom inion 
was overth row n by the w orkers and 
peasants of Russia in  November, 
1917. The’ rev iva l o f the  Russian 
counter-revolu tion w h ich  has a l­
ready become a corpse, a ttem pts 
to restore by force its  bloody dom­
ina tion  over the Russian people—  
such was the experience o f the 
Russian people, instead o f co-opera­
tion  fo r  the unembarrassed1 expres­
sion o f th e ir  w i l l  w h ich  you pro­
mised them, M r. President, in  you r 
declarations.

W ilson’s “ Assistance”  to Russia
You have also, M r. President, pro­

mised to  the Russian people to  as­
sist them  in  th e ir  s trugg le  fo r  in ­
dependence. A c tu a lly  th is  is w hat 
has occurred: W h ile  the  Russian 
people were fig h tin g  on the  South­
ern fro n t against the  counter-rev­
o lu tion, w h ich  has betrayed them  
to German Im pe ria lism  and was 
threa ten ing th e ir  independence, 
w h ile  they were using a l l th e ir  en­
ergy to organize the  defense of 
th e ir  te r r ito ry  against Germany a t 
th e ir  W estern fron tie rs , they were 
forced to  move th e ir  troops to the 
E ast to  oppose the Czecho-Slovaks 
who were b rin g in g  them  slavery 
and oppression, and to the N o rth —  
against you r A llie s  and you r troops, 
w h ich  had invaded th e ir  te rr ito ry , 
and against the  counter-revo lu tion­
a ry  organized by these troops.

M r. President, the ac id  test of 
the re la tions between the U n ited  
States and Russia gave qu ite  d if ­
fe ren t results fro m  those th a t m igh t 
have been expected fro m  you r mes­
sage to the Congress. B u t we have 
reason no t to be a ltoge ther dis­
satisfied w ith  even these results, 
since the  outrages o f the counter­
revo lu tion  in  the E ast and N o rth  
have shown the workers and peas­
ants o f Russia the aims o f the Rus­
sian counter-revolution, and o f I ts  
fo re ign  supporters, thereby creating 
among the Russian people an iro n  
w i l l  to  defend th e ir  lib e r ty  and 
the conquests o f the  revo lu tion , to 
defend the land1 th a t i t  has given 
to the peasants and the factories 
th a t i t  has given the workers. The 
fa l l  Of Kazan, Sym brysk, Syzran 
and Samara should make c lear to 
you, M r. President, w h a t were the 
consequences fo r  us o f the actions 
w h ich  fo llowed1 y o u r promises o f 
January  8. O ur t r ia ls  helped us 
to create a strOngly un ited and dis­
c ip lined  Red A rm y, w h ich  is da ily  
g ro w in g  stronger and more power­
fu l and w h ich  is lea rn ing  to de­
fend the revo lu tion.

The a ttitu d e  tow ard  us w h ich  
was ac tu a lly  displayed by you r 
Government nad by you r A llie s  
could not destroy u s ; on the con­
tra ry , we are now stronger than we 
were a few  months ago, and your 
present proposal o f in te rna tiona l 
negotiations fo r  a general peace 
finds us a live  and strong and in  a 
position to give in  the name of 
Russia ou r consent to jo in  the nego­
tia tions . In  you r note to  Germany 
you demand the evacuation o f oc­
cupied te rr ito r ie s  as a cond ition  
w h ich  m ust precede the arm istice 
du ring  w h ich  peace negotiations 
sha ll begin. We a re  ready, M r. 
President, to conclude an arm istice 
on these conditions, and we ask 
you to n o tify  us when you, M r. Pre­
sident, and you r A llie s  intend1 to  
remove you r troops from  M urm ansk, 
Archangel and Siberia. You refuse 
to  conclude an a rm istice  unless 
Germany w i l l  stop the outrages, 
p illag ing, etc., d u rin g  the evacua­
tio n  o f occupied te rr io ry . ¡We a l­
low  ourselves, therefore, to draw  
the conclusion th a t you and you r 
A llie s  w i l l  o rder the Czecho-Slovaks 
to  re tu rn  the p a rt o f ou r gold re ­
serve fund w h ich  they seized in  
Kazan, th a t you w i l l  fo rb id  them 
to continue as heretofore th e ir  acts 
o f p illa g ing  and1 outrages against 
the workers and peasants du ring  
th e ir  forced departure ( fo r  we w i l l  
encourage th e ir  speedy departure, 
w ith o u t w a itin g  fo r  you r o rd e r).

“ Ours is  a  People’s Government, 
Yours is  N o t” .

W ith  regard to your o ther peace 
terms, namely, th a t the Government 
w h ich would conclude peace m ust 
express the w i l l  o f th e ir  people, you 
are aware th a t our Government 
fu l ly  satisfies th is  condition. O ur 
government expresses the w i l l  o f

the Councils o f W orkm en’s Peas­
ants’, and Red A rm y  Deputies, re ­
presenting a t least e igh ty  per cent 
o f the Russian people. T h is  can­
not, M r. President, be said about 
you r Government. B u t fo r  tho 
sake o f hum an ity  and peace we do 
not demand as a prerequis ite  fo r  
general peace negotiations th a t a ll 
nations p a rtic ip a ting  in  the  negotia­
tions sha ll be represented by Coun­
c ils  o f Peoples’ Commissars elected 
a t a Congress o f Councils o f W ork­
men’s, Peasants’ and Soldiers’ De­
puties. We know th a t th is  fo rm  o f 
Government w i l l  soon be the gen­
era l form , and1 th a t a general peace, 
when nations w i l l  no m ore be 
threatened w it l i  defeat, w i l l  leave 
them free to pu t an end to the 
system and the cliques th a t forced 
upon m ankind th is  un iversa l s laugh­
ter, and w hich w ill,  in  spite o f 
themselves, sure ly lead the to r tu r ­
ed peoples to  create Soviet Govern- 
mehts th a t give exact expression to  
th e ir  w il l.

Agreeing to  pa rtic ipa te  a t pre­
sent in  negotiation w ith  even such 
governments as do no t yet express 
the w i l l  o f the people, we would 
lik e  oq ou r p a rt to find out fro m  
you, M r. President, in  de ta il w hat 
is  you r conception o f the League 
o f Nations, w h ioh you propose as 
the crow ning w o rk  o f peace. You 
demand the independence o f Poland, 
S iberia, Belg ium , and1 freedom fo r  
the peoples o f A ustria -H ungary. 
You probably mean by th is  th a t 
the masses o f the people m ust 
everywhere first: become the mas­
ters of th e ir  own fa te  in  order to 
un ite  a fte rw a rd  in  a league o f free 
nations. B u t s trangely enough, we 
do not find  among you r demands 
the lib e ra tio n  o f Ire land ; Egyp t or 
Ind ia , nor even the libe ra tion  o f the 
P h illipp ines, and we would be very 
sorry  i f  these peoples should be 
denied the oppo rtun ity  to  p a rtic ip ­
ate together w ith  us, th rough  th e ir  
free ly  elected representatives, in  the 
organization o f the League o f Na­
tions.
F o r the Cancellation o f W ar Debts

W e w ould also, M r. President, 
very much lik e  to  know, before the 
negotiations, w ith  regard to  the  
fo rm a tion  o f a League o f Nations, 
have begun, w ha t is you r concep­
tion  o f the  solution o f m any econ­
om ic question w h ich  are essential 
fo r  the cause o f fu tu re  peace. You 
do not m ention the w a r expendi­
tures—th is  unbearable burden w hich 
the masses w ou ld  have to  carry, 
unless the League of Nations should 
renounce payments on the loans to 
the cap ita lis ts  o f a l l  countries. 
You know  as w e ll as we, M r. P resi­
dent, th a t th is  w a r is the outcome 
o f the polic ies o f a l l c a p ita lis tic  
nations, th a t the  governments o f 
a ll countries were con tinu a lly  p il-  
ing| up  armaments, th a t the ru lin g  
groups o f a l l c iv ilized  nations p u r­
sued a po licy  o f annexations, and 
th a t i t  would, therefore, be ex­
trem ely un ju s t i f  the  masses, hav­
in g  paid1 fo r  these polic ies w ith  m il­
lions o f lives and w ith  economic 
ru in , should ye t pay to  those who 
are re a lly  responsible fo r  the  w ar 
a tr ib u te  fo r  th e ir  policies w h ich  
resulted in  a l l  these countless m is­
eries. W e propose, therefore, M r. 
President, the annulm ent o f the 
w ar loans as the basis o f the 
League o f Nations. As to  the re­
s tora tion  o f the countries th a t were 
la id  waste by the w ar, we believe 
i t  is on ly ju s t th a t a ll nations 
should in  th is  respect a id  the un­
fo rtun a te  Belg ium , Poland and Sib-

. . . .  L i t t le  by l i t t le  something 
w o rth  w h lie  is ris ing/ to  the top 
above a l l the confusion and from  
under the wreckage o f the various 
groups. The old shop is complete­
ly  in  ru ins. O f the Thaelmaniste 
no th ing rem ains and no one wants 
to  hear any th ing  o f them. There 
is some ta lk  about the Neumanists, 
bu t no one re a lly  knows w ha t they 
want. They have no people w ith  
them. There is however one group 
th a t does concern us se rio u s ly : th a t 
is the group o f the concilia tors. 
They have p u t ou t a c ircu la r in  
w h ich  they p lay  the ro le o f “ the 
o ld  experienced ones”  who always 
said w hat w ou ld  happen. In  the 
German question they say alm ost 
the same th in g  essentia lly as we do 
aside fro m  several s tup id ities  and 
slander. One s tu p id ity : in  th e ir  
opin ion i t  was no t the seizure of 
power th a t stood on the order of 
business b u t the conquest o f the 
m a jo r ity  o f the w o rk ing  class; we 
had proposed opportun is tic  bloc pol­
icies w h ile  they had been fo r  the 
un ited fro n t w ith  the m iddle layers 
o f the s. P. G. Above everyth ing 
else they a ttack us on the question 
o f T he rm ido r w ith o u t however ta k ­
in g  any concrete position. N o th ing  
b u t p la titudes. They issued a thou­
sand copies o f th is  c ircu la r. In  
a c tu a lity  to  be sure, they have only 
a lim ite d  num ber o f solid function ­
aries around them ; they are m erely 
p u ttin g  themselves a t thel head o f 
a un iversa l rebellion in  order to 
de ra il it ,  in  order to  ho ld  together 
the la s t rem nant o f S ta lin ism  and 
to  parade as the saviours in  step 
w ith  the stra ins o f the E. C. O. I .  
march- m usic. In  the c ircu la r they 
are ve ry  care fu l to  cast a l l the 
blame on the shoulders o f the 
Thaelm anlsts. I t  does no t breathe

eria  ; and however poor and ru ined 
Russia seems to  be, she is ready 
on her p a rt to  do eve ry th ing she 
can to  he lp these v ic tim s  o f the 
war, and she expects th a t Am erican 
cap ita l, w h ich  has not; a t a l l su f­
fered fro m  th is  w ar and has even 
made many m illio ns  in  p ro fits  out 
o f it ,  w i l l  do its  p a rt to  help these 
peoples.

A im s o f the League o f Nations
B u t the League o f Nations should 

not on ly liqu ida te  the present w ar, 
bu t a lso make im possible any wars 
in  the fu tu re . You m ust be aware, 
M r. President, th a t the  cap ita lis ts  
o f you r country are p lanning to  ap­
p ly  in  the fu tu re  the same policies 
o f encroachment and o f super-profits 
in  China and in  S ibe ria ; and tha t, 
fea ring  com petition from  Japanese 
cap ita lis ts , they are preparing a 
m il ita ry  force to  overcome the re­
sistance w h ich  they meet from  
Japan. You are no doubt aware of 
s im ila r plans o f the cap ita lis ts  and 
ru lin g  c ircles o f o ther countries 
w ith  regard to o ther te rr ito r ie s  and 
o ther peoples. K now ing th is, you 
w i l l  have to agree w ith  us th a t the 
factories, m ines and banks m ust 
not be le ft  in  the hands o f p riva te  
persons, who have always made use 
o f tho  vast means o f production 

■created by the masses o f the people 
to export products and cap ita l to 
fo re ign countries in  order to reap 
super-profits in  re tu rn  fo r  the bene­
fits  forced on them, th e ir  stuggle 
fo r  spoils, resu ltin g  in  im p e ria lis tic  
wars.

“ E xp rop ria te  the C ap ita lis ts”
We propose, therefore, M r. P resi­

dent, th a t thé  League o f Nations be 
based on the exproporia tion  o f the 
cap ita lis ts  o f a ll countries. In  
you r country, M r. President, the 
banks and the industries are in  the 
hands o f such a sm all g roup  of 
cap ita lis ts  tha t, as you r personal 
friend, Colonel Robins assured us, 
the arrest o f tw en ty  heads o f capi­
ta lis tic  cliques and the trans fe r o f 
the contro l, w h ich  by cha racteris tic  
cap ita lis tic  methods they have come 
to possess, in to  the hands o f the 
masses o f the w o rld  is a l l th a t 
would be required to destroy the 
p rin c ip a l source o f new wars.

I f  you w i l l  agree to  th is , M r. 
President— i f  the sources o f fu tu re  
wars w i l l  thus be destroyed, then 
there can be no doubt th a t i t  would 
be easy to remove a ll economic ba r­
rie rs  and th a t a l l  peoples, con tro l­
lin g  the means o f production, w i l l  
be v ita l ly  interested in  exchanging 
the th ings they need. I t  w i l l  then 
bo a question o f an exchange o f 
products between nations, each o f I 
w h ich  produces w ha t i t  can best 
produce, and the League o f Nations 
w i l l  be a league o f m utua l a id  of 
the to il in g  masses. I t  w i l l  then 
be easy to  reduce the  arm ed forces 
to  the l im it  necessary fo r  the m ain­
tenance o f in te rn a l safety.

Appeal to A m erican W orkers
W e know  very  w e ll th a t the 

selfish ca p ita lis t class w i l l  a ttem pt 
to create th is  in te rn a l menace, ju s t 
as thè Russian land lords and capi­
ta lis ts  are now attem pting, w ith  
the  aid  o f Am erican, E ng lish  and 
French armed forces, to  take the 
factories fro m  the workers and the 
land from  the peasants. B u t, i f  
the Am erican workers, insp ired by 
your idea o f a League o f Nations, 
w i l l  crush the resistance o f the 
Am erican cap ita lis ts  as we have 
crushed the  resistance o f the Rus­
sian cap ita lis ts, then ne ithe r the 
German nor any o ther cap ita lis ts  
w i l l  be a serious menace to the 
v ic torious w o rk ing  class, and i t  
w i l l  then suffice, i f  every member

a word about the E. C. 0. I .  or 
S talin.

We also hear th a t P ia tn itsky  has 
been gathering m a te ria l zealously, 
cross-examining a ll people coming 
fro m  Germany in  preparation fo r 
an a ttack  against H eckert.

( In  the meantime P ia tn itsky  has 
given b ir th  to his scheme in  the 
fo rm  o f a pam phlet “ The present 
s itua tion  in  Germany”  in  w h ich  
he adm its several m istakes o f the 
p a rty  to  be sure, bu t on ly so as to 
emphasize the absolute correctness 
o f its  p o lit ic a l lin e  and tactics. 
Thus the crusade against Heckert 
has come as a sort o f a second addi­
t ion  o f a H eckert reso lu tion.— Ed.)

T h a t seems to be the h itch . You 
w i l l  be able to  judge much better 
w hat i t  means. In  general we say, 
aside from  the fundam ental pol­
emics, th a t the  whole hope placed 
in  the  new leadership) is a decep­
tive  illus ion , because Joseph can­
not adm it the m istakes in  Germany 
especially i f  we are to  judge from  
the cap itu la tion  o f Z inoviev. In  
any case i t  is  on ly a tra n s ito ry  
stage d o r most o f them.

Among those members h a lf  in ­
clined to  th in k  there is a good deal 
o f sym pathy fo r  us bu t a great 
th irs t  fo r  m ate ria l, especially w ith  
regard to  questions o f bu ild ing  
fu rth e r. (T rade  U nions). W e have 
won over several ve ry  im portan t 
people from  the m iddle and higher 
p a rty  apparatus.

CLASSES O F IN T E R N A ­
T IO N A L  W ORKERS SCHOOL

T he classes o f the  B rook lyn  br. 
o f the In te rn a tio n a l W orkers School 
w i l l  begin Monday, Dec. 4th. Class­
es w i l l  begin a t 8 :00 P. M. and end 
a t 10.
M onday Even ings: H is to ry  and P ro­

o f the commonwealth, w o rk ing  s ix  
hours in  the factory, spends tw o  
hours da ily  fo r  several months in  
learn ing the use o f arms, so th a t 
the whole people w i l l  know  how 
to overcome the in te rn a l menace.

A nd so, M r: President, though we 
have had experience w ith  you r pro­
mises, we nevertheless accept as a 
basis you r proposals about peace 
and about a League o f Nations. We 
have tr ie d  to fo rm u la te  w ith  pre­
cision you r proposals on the League 
o f Nations in  order th a t the League 
o f Nations should not tu rn  ou t to 
be a league o f cap ita lis ts  against 
the nations. Should you not agree 
w ith  us, we have no objection to  an 
•‘open discussion o f you r peace 
terms” , as the firs t po in t o f your 
peace program  demands. I f  you 
w i l l  accept our proposals as a basis, 
we w i l l  easily agree on the details.
“ Which) Is  the Real President?”

B u t there is another possib ility . 
We have had dealings w ith  the  
president o f the Archangel a ttack  
and the S iberian invasion and' we 
have also had dealing w ith  the 
president of the League o f N a tion ’s 
Peace Program . Is  not the f irs t  o f 
these— the rea l president— ac tu a lly  
d irec ting  the policies o f the A m er­
ican cap ita lis t Government? Is  no t 
the Am erican Government ra th e r a 
government o f the A m erican cor­
porations, o f the  Am erican indus- 
s tr ia l, commercial and ra ilroa d  
trusts, o f the Am erican banks— in  
short, a government o f the Am erican 
capita lists? And is i t  not possible 
th a t the proposals of th is  govern­
ment about the creation o f a League 
of N a tions w i l l  resu lt in  new chains 
fo r  the  peoples, in  the  organization 
of an in te rna tiona l t ru s t  fo r  the ex­
p lo ita tion  of the workers and the 
suppression o f weak nations? In  
th is  la tte r  case, M r. President, you 
w i l l  not be in  a position to  rep ly  
to our questions, and we w i l l  say 
to the workers o f a ll cou n trie s : Be­
w are ! M illio ns  o f you r brothers, 
th row n a t each o ther’s th roa ts  by 
the bourgeoisie o f a l l countries, 
are  s t i l l  pe rish ing on the  ba ttle  
fields, and the cap ita lis t leaders 
are already try in g  to come to  an 
understanding fo r  the purpose o f 
suppressing w ith  un ited forces 
those th a t rem ain alive, when they 
ca ll to  account the c rim ina ls  who 
caused1 the w a r!

“ Y our Post Is  N o t Y e t Taken 
by Debs.”

However, M r. President, since we 
do no t a t a l l desire to  wage w a r 
against the  U n ited  States, even 
though you r governm ent has not 
yet been replaced by a Council o f 
People’s Commissars and your post 
is no t ye t taken by Eugene Debs, 
whom you  have im prisoned1; since 
we do not a t a l l desire to  wage w a r 
against England, even though the 
Cabinet o f M r. L loyd  George has 
not yet been replaced by a  Council 
o f People’s Commissars w ith  Mac- 
Lean a t its  head; since we have 
no desire to  wage w(ar against 
France, even though the cap ita lis t 
government o f Clemenceau has not 
yet been replaced by a workm en’s 
governm ent of M e rrh e im ; ju s t as we 
have concluded peace w ith  the  im ­
p e ria lis t government o f Germany, 
w ith  Em peror W illia m  a t its  head, 
from  whom you, M r. President, fee l 
as a lien as we, the W orkm en’s and 
Peasants’ R evo lu tionary Govern­
ment, from  you— we fin a lly  propose 
to  you, M r. President* th a t you 
take up w ith  you r A llies  the fo l­
low ing  questions and give us pre­
cise and defin ite rep lies: Do the 
governments of the U n ited States. 
England and France consent to 
cease demanding the blood o f the 
Russian people u n t il they agree to 
pay them a  ransom such as a man 
who has been suddenly attacked 
pays to the one who attacked him ? 
I f  so, ju s t w ha t tr ib u te  do the 
governments o f the  U n ited States, 
England and France demand o f the 
Russian people? D o they demand 
concessions, th a t the ra ilw ays, 
mines, gold deposits, etc., sha ll be 
handed over to  them  on certa in  con­
ditions, o r do they demand te r r ito r ­
ia l concessions, some pa rt o f S iberia 
or Caucasia, o r perhaps the M u r­
mansk Coast? . . . .

“ State Y ou r Demands C learly”
The Russian people, through the 

people’s Red A rm y, are guard ing 
th e ir te r r ito ry  and are bravely 
figh ting  against you r invasion and 
against the attacks of you r A llies . 
B u t your government and the gov­
ernments o f the other Powers o f 
the Entente, undoubtedly, have w e ll 
prepared plans, fo r  the sake o f 
w h ich  you are shedding the blood 
o f you r soldiers. We w i l l  expect 
th a t you w i l l  state you r demands 
c learly  and defin ite ly. Should we, 
however, be disappointed should 
you fa i l  to rep ly  to our qu ite  de­
fin ite  and1 precise questions we w i l l  
draw  the on ly  possible conclusion 
— th a t we are ju s tified  in  the assum­
ption  th a t you r government and the 
governments o f yo u r A llie s  desire 
to get from  the Russian people a 
tr ib u te  both in  money and in  na­
tu ra l resources o f Russia, and te r­
r ito r ia l concessions as w e ll. We 
w il l  te ll th is  to  the Russian people 
as w e ll as to the to il in g i masses o f 
other countries, and the absence o f 
a rep ly  fro m  you w i l l  serve fo r us 
as a s ilen t rep ly. The Russian 
people w i l l  then understand th a t 
the demands o f your government 
and o f the governments o f your A l ­
lies a re  so severe and vast th a t you 
do no t even communicate them  to  
the Russian Government.

George Ray.
H is to ry  o f the Russian Revolu­
tion— Sam Gordon.

Wednesday Evenings: Fundam ent­
als o f M arx ism — Joe Carter. 
P rinc ip les o f Communism—-Max 
Geltman.

gram  o f the  L e ft  Opposition—
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EDITORIAL
The Lynching Wave

IN T H E  outbreak o f lynchings th a t swept the  coun­
try , s tr ik in g  a t three w ide ly  separated sections 

w ith  the fu ry  of a hurricane, an old  A m erican cus­
tom  was repeated w ith  some new and d is tinc tive  fea­
tures w h ich are o f exceptional significance. In  the 
present s itua tion  such orgies o f mob violence as those 
in  C a lifo rn ia , M ary land and M issouri do not f i t  in to  
the old patte rn.

Mob m urder in  its e lf is  no novelty in  the United 
States. I n  the South, as everybody knows, i t  is  an 
established in s titu t io n  fo r  the repression of the 
Negroes, operating a l l  the tim e as an extra-legal sup­
plement to the regu lar cou rt procedure. In  the 
N orth , also, lynch ing  has been known before, bu t i t  
is  no t “ recognized”  here as i t  is  in  the  South and, 
except in  isolated instances, has appeared on ly in  
connection w ith  social disturbace.

The frenzied lynch ing  bees o f the recent days, 
however, had th e ir  scene in  the no rthe rn  p a rt o f the 
country, o r on its  b o rd e r; w h ite  men as w e ll as 
Negroes were v ic t im s ; there was not one single 
lynch ing bu t three, “ and1 those in  rap id  succession; 
and the happenings p rec ip ita ted  a hyste rica l public 
controversy over the issue, w ith  Governor Rolph, of 
C a lifo rn ia , and other prom inent .people, inc lud ing—  
God save the  m a rk !— a New Y o rk  preacher (who 
la te r recanted), openly condoning the bestia l actions 
o f the mob. I t  is  c lear th a t las t week’s lynchings 
had! special features o f th e ir  o w n ; they represent a 
new and somewhat d iffe ren t phenomenon, and they 
arose fro m  a special com bination o f causes.

* * * * » *

The three lynchings d id  not occur m erely because 
o f  popu lar revu ls ion a t some crim e o f a p a rtic u la r ly  
shocking nature. The C a lifo rn ia  k idnapp ing was the 
m atch th a t set off the explosions o f unrestained 
m oronic hysteria  and violence, bu t the explosive ma­
te r ia l its e lf  fo r  some k in d  of an .eruption was already 
there. I t  consists o f the unrest, and d issatis faction  
o f the people, p r im a rily  the  ru ined petty-bourgeois 
elements, th e ir  uncerta in ty  and th e ir  sense o f fru s ­
tra t io n  w h ich  charge the social atmosphere lik e  a 
leyden ja r .

A l l  o f th is  has been accum ulating du rin g  the 
cris is  years. I t  presses fo r  ou tle t and m ay read ily  
find  i t  in  strange, ir ra tio n a l and v io len t ways. The 
lynch ing  hyste ria  w h ich  has swept the country de­
rives from  the same source as the fan a tica l m illio n ­
headed fo llo w in g  o f F a the r Coughlin, the demagogue 
priest. The rea l au thor is the social devastation 
w rought by the cris is.

The m a te ria l ou t o f w h ich  Fascist gangs, an ti- 
Semitism, re lig ious frenzies and m oronic lynch ing  
mobs a l l  m ay be set in  m otion is  a t hand in  the  social 
tension w h ich  produced three lynchings w ith in  a 
week. The m a te ria l fo r  the rap id1 development o f a 
revo lu tiona ry  labor movement is there also in  the 
b itte r  discontent o f the workers bu t a leading force 
capable o f organizing i t  is  so fa r  lacking. The dis­
in te g ra tion  o f the Communist movement aids the 
one-sided expression of the  general mass o f social 
d iscontent in  a Fascist d irection.

The popular support received by Governor Rolph, 
in  h is  stand as the champion of the mob, is  a1 sig- 
n ificen t in d ica tion  o f the  extent to  w h ich  public im ­
ag ination was s tirre d  by the San Jose lynch ing, and 
even o f the widespread vicarious p a rtic ip a tion  in  it .  
Rolph, a demagogue of the f irs t  w ate r, appears in  
th is  instance more as the reflector o f petty-bourgeois 
mass pre jud ice  and hysteria  than as the au then tic  
spokesman o f the decisive sections o f the ru lin g  class. 
There  is no foundation fo r  the contention (D a ily  
W orker, Nov. 30.) th a t the mob violence was d e li­
berate ly unleashed a t  command o f the b ig  cap ita lis ts  
and th a t Rolph speaks in  th e ir  name. They w i l l  
come to  such a po licy  in  tim e, o f th is  there is no 
room fo r  doubt, b u t i t  is  no p a rt o f th e ir  design a t 
the present moment. Just the con tra ry, as an ex­
am ina tion o f the  fac ts  w i l l  show.

* * * * * »
The in flam m atory utterances o f Governor Rolph 

aroused a storm  o f controversy and revealed a d iv i­
sion o f opinion. Th is d iv is ion, and its  nature, m ust 
be perceived and understod, not ignored. The lynch­
in g  governor was “'showered w ith  telegrams of ap­
p rova l” . B ut, on the other hand, the c a p ita lis t press, 
led by the big  New Y ork  dailies, and an im posing 
com m ittee of “ citizens” , headed by ex-president 
Hoover, condemned him . The rea l present sentiment 
o f the  b ig  cap ita lis ts  was in du b itab ly  expressed by 
them. And' fo r  good reasons.

Unrestra ined mob action is  a dangerous fire  to 
p lay w ith  under the present conditions. The leading 
exp lo iters w i l l  no t lig h t ly  ins tiga te  it .  They do not 
fee l the need o f i t  yet. Mob hyste ria  m ig h t easily 
express its e lf in  a d iffe rent d irection  under the s ligh t- 
s t incitem ent. As long as the  ru le rs  feel them ­
selves secured by the legal processes o f repression 
they w i l l  not de libera te ly  encourage extra-legal mob 
actions. T h a t is w hy the m ost au th o rita tive  represen­
ta tives o f cap ita l frowned on Rolph’s condonement 
o f them.

The psychological fac to rs  fo r  a  rap id  transfo rm a­
tion  o f the social con flic t ou t o f the rea lm  o f le ga lity  
and pa rliam enta rism  in to  th a t o f open mass violence, 
and fo r  the ligh tn in g -like  emergence of a  revo lu tion ­
a ry  movement on the one side and a  fa sc is t movement 
on the other, have an exceptional s trength in  A m er­
ica ; they are rooted in  the tra d itio n  of the  country 
as w e ll as in  the conditions of the present. The 
Am erican people of a l l classes, by and large, have 
very l i t t le  regard fo r  " la w  and o rder”  when i t  stands 
in  the way of something they re a lly  w a n t to do. (The 
alm ost un iversa l disregard o f the p ro h ib ito ry  law  is 
an in te resting  illu s tra t io n  o f th is  a ttitu d e  on a w ide 
scale.)

Am erican labo r h is to ry  has been w ritte n  in  s trug­
gle v io len t and bloody. M any a s tr ik e  took the fo rm  
o f armed c o n flic t; few  pass w ith o u t v io len t clashes. 
On the other hand, the A m erican cap ita lis ts  never 
hesitated to go outside the bounds o f th e ir  own leg­
a lity  when the exigencies of the class strugg le  re­
qu ired it .  F ra n k  L i t t le  was k ille d  by lynchers. So 
also was Wesley Everest and many other labor m il i­
tants. The rad ica l workers were dragooned in to  
support o f the w ar o r bludgeoned in to  silence by un­
offic ia l lynch ing mobs w h ich  supplemented the legal 
compulsion o f the state au tho rity . A  good h a lf or 
more of the b ru ta l violence against the workers in  
strikes is the w ork of unoffic ia l thugs and gunmen. 
When the  two m ain  classes in  th is  country get ready 
to settle accounts, and long before they come to the 
fin a l account, the ‘“legal”  fram e-w ork o f the s trug ­
gle w i l l  have been shattered to  bits.

* * * * * *
The reservoir o f mass violence in  A m erica is a 

huge one, and the events o f the past week have de­
m onstrated how easily i t  can be tapped, and w ith  
w hat unbrid led fu ry  i t  can rage. The mob of humans 
turned in to  w ild  beasts who m u tila ted  and k ille d  the 
two helpless prisoners a t San Jose, and th a t fa r  
bigger mob of v icarious pa rtic ip an ts  who applauded1 
them from  afar, have presented a spectacle of men­
acing im p lica tions to the labor movement.

The same mobs can be directed against the w o rk­
ers. They are the m a te ria l ou t o f w h ich  the m ur­
derous bands o f Fascism can be organized when the 
big exp lo iters fee l the need o f them. The w ork ing  
class had every reason to take a larm  a t the spread 
o f lynch ing and to ra ise a m igh ty  pro test against 
every o ffic ia l condonement o f it .  B u t the bare ap­
peal from  mob violence to ordered legal processes—  
the sum and substance of lib e ra l and socia lis t ag ita ­
tion— does not touch the heart of the issue. The 
problem is rooted in  the social conditions o f the 
class society ju s t as the whole oppressive system o f 
class ju s tice  is. The same class forces which adm in­
is te r the “ la w ”  need on ly to sense a danger to th e ir  
ru le  in  order to organize and bribe the dregs o f so­
cie ty and h u r l them against the workers w ith  un­
restra ined violence. To re ly  solely on ca p ita lis t legal 
proceedure in  the struggle against lynch ing and other 
form s o f illeg a l mass violence is  to c lear the way 
fo r  the la tte r. Under d iffe ren t circum stances the 
force behind each is  the same.

* * * * * *
The movement o f Fascism does not come in to  

existence a t the command o f the cap ita lis ts . I t  
arises out of the conditions created by cap ita lism  a t 
a certa in  stage of its  d is in tegra tion  as a social and 
economic system. I ts  troops, fo r  the greater pa rt, are 
the petty bourgeois elements, ru ined and driven  to 
frenzy by the crisis. The movement is aimed, a t its  
inception, against b ig  cap ita l as w e ll as against the 
labor movement. The form er take over the move­
m ent and h u r l i t  against thè workers i f  the  la tte r  
do not show suffic ient s trength to  crush the move­
ment o f Fascism and g a in  the support o f the petty- 
bourgeois masses fo r  th e ir  revo lu tiona ry  program.

These fundam ental considerations sh9 u ld  be kept 
in  m ind in  connection w ith  the  various m anifestations 
o f inc ip ien t Fascism in  Am erica. The revo lu tiona ry  
labor movement and the movement of Fascism  both 
grow  out of the same social conditions. The de­
vasta ting cris is  of Am erican cap ita lism  has prepared 
the soil fo r  both. W hat is  m ost a la rm in g  in  the pre­
sent developments is the increasing number o f signs 
th a t the restless and dissatisfied pe tty  bourgeois ele­
ments are find ing  expression in  various ways wh ich, 
taken together, lead in  the d irec tion  o f a Fascist 
movement. The lynch ing  orgy o f the past week was 
undoubtedly such a sign— one o f many. O f the rev­
o lu tionary  counter-movement among the masses there 
is hard ly  a trace. * * * * * *

F or th is  one-sided development, which is fraug h t 
w ith  so much danger to the w o rk ing  class, the con­
d itions themselves a re  not to blame. A l l  the  objec­
tive  requisites fo r  the speedy development of a  rev­
o lu tionary  movement in  the w ork ing  class have been 
m atu ring  under the enormous pressure o f the crisis. 
W hat is lack ing  to organize i t  and set i t  on its  feet 
is a revo lu tiona ry  Communist pa rty . The d is in te­
g ra tion  brought in to  the movement by S ta lin ism  has 
taken a fe a rfu l to ll. S ta lin ism  has destroyed tbe 
Communist P a rty . We m ust bu ild  a new one w ith o u t 
delay. Th is is the im pera tive  w a rn ing  sounded again 
in  the events o f the past week.

Mass Fight Needed in Scottsboro Case
(Continued fro m  page 1)

the way they have been kept a live  
thus fa r. T h a t is the  on ly  way 
they can be snatched free fro m  the 
blood lu s t o f the bourbon tige r. 
There is no o ther way.

T ha t is where the  defense made 
a m a jo r s tra teg ica l m istake. The 
mass movement w h ich  has kept 
the boys a live  fo r  a lm ost three 
years has been allowed to die down. 
Here and there they get up  a de­
m onstration, b u t the m ilitancy  and' 
the numbers o f the ea rly  days o f 
the movement are gone.

P lay ing Down Class Issue
The po licy o f p lay ing  down the 

class na ture o f the case was carried  
ou t in  the  courtroom . There was 
no ta lk  o f the m ise ry  o f the south­
ern workers w h ich  drove the nine 
boys to roam the country on fre ig h t 
tra in s  looking fo r  w o rk  to supple­
ment the pittances th e ir  m others’ 
drudgery eked out. No word1 was 
said o f the  f r ig h t fu l oppression o f 
the negro masses. I t  was a l l  a 
s tr ic t ly  legal question w ith  the de­
fense. A t  least th a t is  how they 
fought it .

On the lega l plane i t  is  a l l in  
favo r o f the  cap ita lis ts . I t  is  th e ir 
Court, th e ir  law,- th e ir  judge. W E 
are there on sufferance because o f 
the hard fig h t we pu t up fo r  two 
years on three continents to  save 
these innocent boys fro m  death o r

li fe  im prisonm ent. When we fa i l  
to b ring  th a t figh t r ig h t in to  the 
courtroom  we give the judge a 
chance to pu t on a show o f a fa ir  
t r ia l,  we thereby say in  effect th a t 
the cap ita lis ts  are r ig h t, th a t ju s ­
tice is above the classes equal and 
im partia l.

Change o f S tra tegy Needed
W ith o u t los ing any m ore tim e we 

have got to  change th is  strategy. 
If- ,the_ boys are to  be saved the 
workers m ust be m obilized. How? 
There are fou r m illio n  organized in  
the  A. F. o f L . There are a m illio n  
in  the ra ilroadl brotherhoods, sev­
era l thousands more in  the T . U. Ui 
L., I .  W . W., independent unions, 
Socia list P a rty , Communist P arty , 
etc. There are a  num ber o f defense 
organizations. W e th in k  th a t  a l l 
o f these organizations should be 
asked to come together in  one un ited 
fro n t movement to  f ig h t fo r  the im ­
mediate, unconditiona l and safe re­
lease of the  Scottsboro boys.

W hen the un ited f ro n t confer­
ences are organized we w i l l  be 
there to pa rtic ipa te  in  the w ork. 
And we are g o in jf to in s is t on one 
th in g  ; the f irs t  du ty  o f the move­
m ent is the m ob iliza tion  o f the 
workers in  mass meetings, demon­
strations, parades, in  every fo rm  of 
protest th a t is  known to  the w o rk­
ing  class.

The banner of the working class

is  stained w ith  the blood' o f Sacco 
and Vanzetti, w ith  the blood o f 
hundreds and thousands o f its  sons 
and daughters, done to death under 
the wheels o f the c a p ita lis t jugger­
naut. I t  is  woven of the sufferings 
o f thousands more, o f Mooney and 
the h is to ric  though, so fa r , unsuc­
cessful strugg le to  set h im  free.

I f  the w o rk ing  class w i l l  inscribe 
on its  banner the immediate, Un­
cond itiona l and safe release o f the  
Scottsboro boys, and organize to  
f ig h t fo r  th e ir  freedom they can be 
set free. — T. STAM M .

S .W .P . Workers Get 
Long Term Sentences

(Continued fro m  Page 1)

brought in  together and had' to w it ­
ness th e ir comrades’ to rtu re , even 
being compelled to beat each other.

“ B y  these methods, in  most cases, 
the desired ‘confessions’ were ach­
ieved. There was no d iffernce in  
the trea tm ent o f the accused, 
w hether they were young o r old, 
men o r w o m e n ....  n

“ Th is inhum an treatm ent was in ­
creased in  some cases.. .  .A  23 year- 
old too lsm ith— G erhard Schwenke— 
was arrested w ith  others. A f te r  an 
unsuccessful a ttem pt to  escape he 
was beaten up u n t il he broke down, 
stream ing w ith  blood. Then he was 
th row n  in to  the  ce lla r o f the bar-

L. A .  N eedle Trades Strike
(Continued from  page 1)

adoption in  order to “ make i t  easier 
fo r  our un ion members to  do the ir 
w o rk  in  the shops. Los Angeles 
has been so long unorganized we 
dressmakers m ust be content w ith  
whatever we can get”  W h ich  pro­
posal ' the s trike  com m ittee ind ig ­
na n tly  and unanim ously voted 
against and demanded a s trike  im ­
m ediate ly fo r  the closedi shop.

The season was alm ost over. Only 
a consistently m ilita n t s tr ik e  would 
w in. The leadership was forced to 
ca ll a s trike , and did  so on October 
12, a fte r  w asting three precious 
weeks, and lay ing  plans in  the 
m eanwhile fo r  the fu r th e r carry ing  
out of th e ir class-collaboration pol­
icies.

Turn-O ut o f S trike rs
Frpm  the f irs t  the tu rn -ou t o f the 

workers was rem arkable. Thou­
sands o f workers, unorganized, un­
educated, 60%  Mexican and 90% 
w ith  no understanding o f unionism 
whatsoever, responded to the s trike  
call, w ith  enthusiasm and m ilitancy . 
The courage o f the women s trike rs  
fo r  they composed the bu lk  o f the 
s trike rs , is a s to ry  th a t m arks a 
tu rn  in  the h is to ry  of labor union­
ism  iD Los Angeles. Scabs in  other 
industries w i l l  do w e ll to remember 
the experiences of the scabs in  th is  
strike .

In  the m idst o f such m ilita n cy  
and a fte r about tw o weeks of s t r ik ­
ing, an in v ita tio n  to a rb itra te  was 
sent to the union and the bosses 
by the N R A  officials.

A t  th is  f irs t  call, the bosses re­
fused—bu t no t so the leadership of 
the strikers. In  such haste were 
they to collaborate, they called to ­
gether a  h ith e rto  non-existent ex­
ecutive com m ittee o f the s trike  and 
w ith  on ly one dissenting vote, tha t 
of the L e ft w ing  leader o f the cloak- 
makers, I .  Lu tsky, voted fo r  a rb i­
tra tion . O f a l l the In te rn a tion a l 
Ladies’ Garm ent W orkers’ Union 
leadership, Lu tsky  is  the only one 
who has consistently fought fo r a

m ilita n t po licy w ith  m il ita n t  ac­
tion  and because o f w h ich  was 
forced by the leadership to stay 
out o f the dressmakers’ s tr ik e  and 
take care solely of the cloakmakers.

Workers Against A rb itra tio n
A t the s tr ike  committee m eeting 

th a t n igh t, i t  was c learly  seen th a t 
the sentim ent o f the members o f 
the s trike  committee was over­
w helm ing ly against a rb itra tio n . I t  
was pointed ou t by them th a t the 
on ly question to be a rb itra te d  was 
the question o f union recognition, 
inasmuch as the bosses conceded 
our other demands, and un ion re­
cognition was the one po in t which 
should not have been a rb itra ted . On 
the basis o f our m ilita n t struggle, 
our successful tu rn -ou t and our 
financia l resources, as yet, we were 
in  a position to demand union re­
cognition and the closed shop. Add 
to th a t also, pub lic  opin ion and the 
admission o f the N R A  Board tha t 
they were powerless to a c t on the 
hundreds o f coded vio la tions we 
had send in . We resented placing 
our fate in  th e ir  hands.

In  the face of these arguments 
by the s tr ik e  committee, Feinberg 
was forced to expose his hand. F irs t, 
ho explained th a t the acceptance 
was on ly a  m aneuver and th a t the 
question would never come to a r ­
b itra tio n  because the bosses w ould 
never agree. He explained tha t 
t il ls  was on ly a tac tic  to w in  over 
public opin ion and sym pathy. B ut 
the  s tr ike  com m ittee was not so 
easily hood-winked. Feinberg had 
to adm it tha t no m atte r w hat the 
decision o f the strike-com m ittee 
was, he had orders from  New York 
to subm it to a rb itra tio n  and tha t 
is w ha t was going to be done. He 
attem pted to calm the workers 
somewhat by u rg in g  them to be 
content to take a l i t t le  a t a tim e 
instead o f stubborn ly ins is ting  fo r 
a l l th e ir  demands.

The Reactionaries’ “ M aneuver”
The s tu p id ity  o f the bosses, fo r ­

tuna te ly  fo r  the leadership, saved

As is qu ite  generally known, the 
ra ilroa d  workers are divided' in to  
21 separate and independent o r­
ganizations, in  o ther words, one o r­
ganization fo r  each c ra ft employed 
in  the industry . The Engineers 
were f irs t  to organize a t D e tro it, 
M ich igan in  1863, the Conductors 
fo llowed su it in  1868, the F irem en 
came next in  1873, and the Brake- 
men launched th e ir  un ion in  1883. 
As the other seventeen c ra fts  em­
ployed on the ra ilroads m atured fo r 
organ ization the fe l l  in  line  one a f ­
te r the o ther u n t il the ra ilroa d  
workers found themselves w ith  one 
union on th e ir  hands fo r each c ra ft 
in  the industry .

New Methods o f T ransporta tion
T h is  fo rm  of organ ization was 

n a tu ra lly  a progressive fo rce  as 
long as i t  was able to function  in  
the in te rest o f its  members, when 
the ra ilroa d  corporations were sm all 
and1 each one p u ttin g  up an inde­
pendent s trugg le  fo r its  own exis t­
ence. B u t th ings have changed 
considerably since 1863, when the 
f irs t ra ilroa d  union was organized. 
Locomotives have increased in  size 
regu la rly  about every ten years. 
T ra ins  have been lengthened in  
about the same manner. Repair 
and maintenance w o rk  have been 
im proved and modernized by a 
constant in s ta lla tion  o f labo r sav­
ing m achinery. The sm all ra ilroads 
have been merged in to  g igantic  sys­
tems. T h e ir ownership and d irec t­
orsh ip  interlocked. O ther modes o f 
transporta tion , such as M o to r and 
A ir  transport, came upon the scene, 
to say no th ing about Pipe Lines 
and the Panama Canal.

However, amongst a l l th is  change 
and development in  the fie ld  of

T ransporta tion  we find one notable 
exception to th is  general rule, and 
th is  is in  the R a ilroad Unions them- 
ehlves. T h e ir leadership have so 
fa r  been able to successfully resist 
every impulse on the pa rt Of the 
membership towards needed chang­
es both , as to program  and structu re  
of ra ilroa d  unionism . .Seventy years 
o f constant change and develop­
ment in  the mode o f transporta tion  
moans no th ing to a c ra ft union 
offic ia l who is able to draw  a sa lary 
o f $15,000 a year by keeping the 
ra ilroa d  w orker tied  to th e ’ c ra ft 
system.

F irs t  o f Series o f A rtic le s
The above is bu t a prelude to a 

series o f short a rtic les, wh ich we 
hope to con tribu te  to  the M ilita n t, 
betwen ou r w o rk ing  hours, on the 
R a ilroad Brotherhoods. In  fu tu re  
artic les  on th is  top ic  we w i l l  t ry  
to po in t ou t the several progres­
sive m in o rity  movements w h ich  are 
tak in g  on organized fo rm  inside of 
the ra ilroa d  unions and contribu te 
w hat we can towards coordinating 
the efforts of these m inoritie s  in  the 
r ig h t d irec tion  ou a proper program.

In  concluding th is  in troduc to ry  
a rtic le  “ On the R a ilroad B ro th e r­
hoods”  we urge o ther ra ilroa d  w o rk ­
ers to con tribu te  artic les  through 
the columns of the M il ita n t on the 
problems of the ra ilroad , workers 
and th e ir solution. O ur own Jour­
nals and Labor are closed to the 
ideas of the progressive m in o rity . 
To p r in t and d is tribu te  your own 
ideas is forbidden by gaglaws. 
B ro ther “ R a ils ” , we need a M inor­
ity  Movement w ith  a m in o rity  press 
in  the R a ilroad Brotherhoods. Use 
the M il ita n t  to promote these ends.

— A. E.

them th a t n igh t. lu  the m idst of 
the uproar w h ich  greeted Feinberg's 
announcement, the m orn ing papers 
were Drought in  w ith  the declara­
tion  o t the bosses refusing to a rb i­
tra te , and Feinberg, and l'eso tta  
and Berg were able to crow, " I  to ld  
you so, our maneuvers were ■ cor­
re c t!” , fo rge tting  th a t the w o rk­
ers s t i l l  rememDered th a t i t  was 
no mere maneuver but a d irec t o r­
der from  New Y ork w ihch saut 
them to the a rb itra tio n  board.

T aking fu l l  advantage o f the s it­
uation, rea liz ing  i t  was a m atte r of 
hours before the bosses accepted 
the a r ib tra tio n , the leadership c a ll­
ed a mass meeting o f the s trike rs  
fo r  the next afternoon. A llow ing  
no one on the floor, they tr ium p h ­
a n tly  came to the membership to 
prove the correctness of th e ir "m an­
euvers”  and to ask fo r  a, vote of 
confidence. A l l  bu t 10 o f these pre­
sent voted confidence in  the lead­
ership. The s tr ike  com m ittee was 
powerless to ne t on the question of 
a rb itra tio n  wneu fin a lly  the bosses 
accepted and a group o f "fa ir- 
minded citizens”  wore .chosen to 
settle  the bu rn ing question o f un­
ion recognition.

A rb itra tio n  Dampens M ilita n c y
From  the day the A rb itra tio n  

Board met, can be m arked the de­
cline o f the m ilita n cy  und the low ­
ering of the morale o f the strikers. 
They were ordered by the leader­
ship not to ye ll "S ca b !”  and to be 
"peacefu l” . When you see scabs 
w a lk ing  in to  you r shops, escorted 
by police and tak in g  your jobs and 
you are instructed to peacefully 
ana meekly a llow  them to do so, 
your s p ir it  is broken and w ith  i t  
cume a breaking down of the 
picket-fine and the v ig ilance o f the 
strikers.

When a fte r a week o f. a rb itra ­
tion, the s trike rs  were again o r­
dered to be m ilita n t, few  s trikers  
responded to the ca ll fo r  no one 
fe lt like  going to ja i l  when the 
s tr ike  was already out of the ir 
hands. W hat few  were m ilita n t 
were sent to ja i l  and the s trike rs  
became cowed.

A fte r  tw o weeks of a rb itra tio n , 
the dress code was received and on 
the basis ot the code, a “ truce”  be­
tween bosses, represented by the 
M anufacture rs ’ Association tha t 
pa rtic ipa ted  on the A rb itra tio n  
Board, and the Union was made. 
A pproxim ate ly  00% of the s trikers  
were affected. These 607c were to 
go back to the shops on the basis of 
me status quo existing 4 days be­
fore the s trike  and were to receive 
wages and conditions stipu la ted ih  
the dress code. The rest o f the in ­
dependent shops continued on s trike  
and the A rb itra tio n  Board was to 
continue m eeting on the question of 
un ion re c o g n itio n

D isorganization o f Union
When the workers came hack, 

they were met w ith  closed doors. 
The bosses pleading the slow sea­
son, refused to take the m ilita n t 
workers back in to  the shops. W o rk ­
ers were being d iscrim inated 
against even more now than be­
fore the s trike . They have los t 
tim e and wages and are rewarded 
w ith  a disorganized union.

*  »  *  *

A ll 'during the s tr ik e  the Indus­
t r ia l Union played th e ir  usual sec­
ta ria n  role, instead of p a rtic ip a t­
ing  in  the In te rn a tion a l as class 
conscious workers, they came in  
b lustering  of th e ir  membership in  
the In d u s tr ia l Union, contribu ted 
l i t t le  m ilita n cy  on the picket line, 
and antagonized the workers by 
th e ir  dualism.

The class-collaboration policies of 
the - leaders, the hypocricy and op­
portun ism  o f the Lovestoneites, the 
dua lis t sectarianism  o f the S ta lin ­
ists makes the problem of c rys ta l­
liz in g  a L e ft w ing  in  the union y i th  
the object the restoring  o f the m or­
ale o f the members a d ifficu lt one. 
Yet the class conscious members 
o f the union m ust courageously set 
th e ir compass in  th a t direction.

—F. W.

Statement on Montreal Anti-Fascist Conference
To A ll  O rganizations A ffilia ted  to  

the  A n ti-F asc is t and Free Speech 
Conference in  M ontrea l, To A ll 
W ork in g  Class Organizations.

Comrades:
A t  the 3rd session o f the A n ti- 

Fascist and Free Speech Conference 
the delegates o f the L e ft Opposi­
tion  and Spartacus Youth Club were 
expelled. T h is  was brought about 
by the S ta lin is ts  who are in  con­
tro l o f the conference and who 
■from its  beginning made every ef­
fo r t  to hush the voice o f the L e ft 
Opposition delegates going even to 
the extent o f try in g  to  th row  them 
ou t bod ily  before the f irs t  session 
opened. T h is  is the conduct of 
people whose policies have been 
procla im ed bankrup t by liv in g  ex­
perience itse lf, who having no argu-

rackSj and le ft  there fo r days on 
a stone floor suffering serious con­
cussion o f the b ra in  w ith o u t med­
ica l treatm ent. I t  is no t known 
where he is now.

“ W ith  such methods the ‘confes­
sions’ were obtained. The Court 
d id  not troub le  to  bring! add itiona l 
p roof o f g u ilt. Some o f the p ris ­
oners sentenced as S. A . P.ers were 
never mebmers o f the pa rty , being 
social democrats, social dem ocratic 
youth, o r members o f the Republic­
an Defense O rgan iza tion___

“ Considering the demagogy o f the 
Court, i t  is adm irab le th a t no t a 
single one o f the  accused spoke a 
word against h is fo rm er leaders, 
and th a t a young w orker was cour­
ageous enough to defend the re­
sponsible leaders o f h is  p a rty ;.'..

ments a t th e ir  disposal, are com­
pelled to resort to such miserable 
measures to suppress a c ritic ism  
they cannot bear. . . .

I t  was these same S ta lin is ts  who 
in  Germany before H it le r  came to 
power proclaim ed tha t there was no 
d is tinc tio n  a t a l l between a cap ita l­
is t democratic regime and Fascism, 
th a t i t  was impossible to fo rm  a 
un ited fro n t w ith  the Social Dem­
ocrats against H itle r , th a t the so­
c ia lis ts  were Fascists and he who 
questioned such wisdom was a 
Fascist h im self. I t  was these same 
S ta lin is ts  whose senseless policies 
rendered H it le r  the greatest service, 
who served1 h im  as a lever w ith o u t 
the a id  of w h ich  i t  would have 
been impossible fo r  h im  to raise 
h im se lf to power.

A t  present the conference is re ­
duced to a S ta lin is t fa m ily  gather­
ing  thanks to th e ir  s trangu la ting  
hold on it .  The three sessions held 
up to now have shown a sharp and 
progressive decline in  attendance. 
The theories spun by the S ta lin ists 
to the effect th a t one m ust become 
a Communist before being able to 
f ig h t Fascism are a rehashing of 
the Red U nited F ron t— th a t notor­
ious un ited fro n tin g  w ith  ourselves 
th a t led to the German catastrophe. 
I f  th is  is  w hat the S ta lin is ts  w ant 
then they have succeeded1. The 
conference is, a t present, a hu lk  
void o f anyth ing  bu t S ta lin is t fa ith ­
fu ls .

However, there exists an urgent 
need fo r  an  an ti-Fascis t and free 
speech conference in  M ontreal. A l­
though the Fascist a ttacks on w o rk­
ers organizations have subsided fo r

the tim e being, nevertheless, the 
Fascist th rea t remains. The in te r­
na l consolidation o f th e ir ranks is 
tak ing  place. E ffo rts  are being 
made to organize a c losely-kn it 
party.

A ga inst th is  many-sided a ttack 
upon the workers a genuine united 
fro n t o f the w ork ing class is needed 
w ith  a  program  o f un ited struggle 
fo r  freedom o f speech and organiza­
tio n  and against Fascism, w h ile  
guarantee ing. the r ig h t  of each o r­
ganization to express its  c r it ic is m  
in  a  constru tc ive manner. We w i l l  
figh t fo r the fo rm a tion  o f such a 
un ited fro n t whether along the lines 
o f re form ing the present conference 
or i f  i t  should prove necessary by 
ca llin g  a second one.

The puny bureaucrats o f S ta lin ­
ism are  fa r  from  a ll-pow erfu l. Be­
fore an in flu x  o f w o rk ing  class 
bodies in to  the conference th e ir  
ts rangu la ting  g r ip  should be de­
fin ite ly  broken. We c a ll upon the 
Verdun W orkers’ Association to 
take a la rm  a t the abuse of the con­
ference called by them, on the pa rt 
o f the /S ta lin is ts . We c a ll upon 
workers organizations o f every de- 
serp ition to  enter the conference 
and figh t

A ga inst Fascism !
B or Free Speech!
F o r a Genuine U n ited F ro n t!
F o r the Reinstatem ent o f the 

Expelled L e ft O pposition Do- 
legates

In te rn a tio n a l L e f t  Op­
pos ition  (M on trea l B ranch) 

SPARTACUS Y O U T H  CLUB 
O F  M O N T R E A L

L Y N C H IN G  IS  once again oc­
cupying the center o f pub lic  a tten ­
tion. The mob m urder of the C larke 
kidnappers a t San Jose and its  pu­
blic condonement by C a lifo rn ia ’s 
Governor Rolph brought on its  t r a i l  
a wave of repercussions in  mass 
sentiment. The spectacle o f a “ law  
and order”  representative endorsing 
th is  h ighest expression o f social 
lawlessness could no t help bring ing  
a new courage and new verve to the 
dregs o f Am erican society engaged 
in  the ba rba rian  pastime. Aside 
from  the repe tition  in  St. Joseph, 
M issouri and the libe ra tion  o f the 
M ary land mobsters, there were ju s t 
as serious reactions o f a more gen­
eral, wide-spread character.

* * * *
Tbe A tlan ta , Georgia correspond­

ent o f t lie  New Y ork  Times has the 
fo llow ing  to report on the s u b je c t: 

"W hen Rolph's praise of 
Lynch ing  was prin ted, senti­
ments in  line  w ith  the  fo llo w ­
ing  utterances ind ica te the re ­
action o f certa iu  groups: ‘C a li­
fo rn ia ’s m y new address now’, 
‘L e t’s send a l l  the niggers to 
C a lifo rn ia ’, “T h a t C a lifo rn ia  
man oughter be President, etc.”

* * * *
The tra g ic  heroes o f most o f the 

Lynching bees in  Am erican h is to ry  
have been Negroes fo r the greater 
part. ("F ro m  1889, when records 
of lynch ing began to be kept” , says 
Lhe N. Y. H era ld -T ribune  o f las t 
Sunday, "to  1932, 3,745 persons
have been k ille d  by) mass violence
----- 2,954 were Negroes” ). The
mob act has ever been a weapon o f 
the w iiite  ru le rs  o f the South to 
s tr ik e  te rro r in to  the  doubly ex­
p lo ited masses o f dark-skinned to i l­
ers. B y h is conduct o f the “ lega l”  
t r ia l o f Hey wood Patterson, ru lin g  
class Judge Callahan assured a ll 
h is fe llow  barbarians th a t i t  w i l l  
not be necessary fo r  them to “ Send 
a ll the N iggers to C a lifo rn ia ”  to  
be lynched.

*  *  *  *

T H E  T R IA L  o f Patterson and 
the rest o f the Scottsboro boys 
dram atizes v iv id ly  and w ith  s tr ik ­
in g  c la r ity  the social roots of the 
Lynch madness. The o r ig in a l fram e- 
up, as is w ill-kn o w n , took place a t 
a tim e when; the black share-crop­
pers o f A labam a were s t ir r in g  in  
revo lt. The Boss class and its  l ib ­
era l agencies are w e ll aw are of 
the social basis o f the  mob-murder 
phenomenon. The Southern Com­
mission on the Study o f Lynch ing  
lias made some in te resting  obser­
vations on the causes.

* * * *
In  its  reports, the Commission in ­

vestigates the circumstances tha t 
lead a crowd o f people in to  the 
k il le r  frenzy against the Negroes. 
Some ha ir-bra ined professors, i t  
seems, explained “ i t  a l l”  as a sort 
o f mid-summer madness. Lynchings 
do, to  be sure, occur more o ften in  
the Summer than in  the other 
seasons, the commission explains, 
but

“ W ork ing and liv in g  ou t o f 
doors in  w arm  weather, m id ­
summer unemployment, land­
lo rd-tenant re la tions in  summer, 
and1 o ther factors g rea tly  m od ify  
any all-weathei) exp lana tion . . .  
D u rin g  the summer months, a f­
te r c u ltiv a tin g  is done and ha r­
vesting begins, there is l i t t le  to 
occupy the tim e of Negro and 
w h ite  workers on Southern 
fa rm s .. .M anhunts and lynch­
ings—affo rd  an avenue o f emo­
tio n a l escape fro m  a life  so drab 
and un illum ina ted  th a t any a l­
te rna tive  is  welcomed” .

* * * *
T im  honorable Commission has, 

w illy -n illy , h i t  the n a il on the head: 
“ land lord-tenant re la tions” — th a t is 
w hat makes the Negro share-crop­
per the b u tt o f the Lynch  organiz­
ers. "A  life  so drab th a t any a l­
te rna tive  is welcomed” — th a t is 
w hat makes the poor whites, de­
classed pro le tarians, the ins trum ent 
in  the  hands o f the land lo rd  Lynch 
organizers. Can the basis o f th is  
species o f human rabies be abolish­
ed w ith o u t abolishing the system o f 
boss class dominance w h ich  n u r­
tures it?  Can the disgrace o f 
Lynch ing  be wiped ou t in  th is  coun­
try  w ith o u t a w o rk ing  class move­
ment to do away w ith  a “ l i fe  so 
drab that, any a lte rna tive  is  wel­
comed” ?

* * * *
T hat is w hat every sincere figh ter 

against Lynch ing m ust ask h im self. 
The workers fo r th e ir  p a rt m ust 
make the organized mass protest 
against Lynch-exponent RolpU and! 
Legal-Lyncher Callahan a fo re fro n t 
task o f th e ir  class battle.

— G — a

T E R Z A N I T R IA L  POSTPONED 
W H E N  ‘G E N E R A L’ S M IT H  

F A IL S  TO AP P E A R
T r ia l o f Athos Terzani, accused 

o f k il l in g  h is an ti-Fasc is t com­
rade, Anthony F ie rro , was post­
poned u n t il Dec. 11 when the pro­
secution declared i t  was unable to 
produce its  chief witness, Com­
mander A r t  J. Sm ith  of the Fascist 
K h a k i S h irts  o f Am erica. The court 
was to ld  th a t a subpoena had been 
served on Sm ith in  B a ltim ore  but 
th a t he had refused to tes tify .

D is t. A tty  Charles S. Colden ask­
ed Judge Thomas C. Kadien fo r  
tim e in  w h ich to ge t Sm ith  to ap­
pear “ by whatever means possible” . 
Opposing th is  m otion, A r th u r  Gar­
fie ld Hays, chief o f defense counsel, 
declared there was every reason to 
believe th a t Sm ith  would never 
come to te s tify  against Terzani. He 
asked Colden to agree to ca ll fo r  
dism issal o f the Ind ictm ent i f  Sm ith 
is s till, m issing when the case comes 
up again, bu t Colden refused' to do 
th is.


