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Finished with Stalinism !

Another Leader of 
German C.P. Revolts

E d ito r ’s N o te : A fte r the open 
le tte r o f comrade M aria  Keese, 
we are in  a position now to make 
public another document, no less 
im portan t than the lieese le tte r.
We offer to  our readers the le t­

te r sent to P ia tn itsky  the organ i­
zationa l secretary of the Comin­
tern by comrade K a r l Friedberg. 
K a r l F riedberg is one of the o ld­
est members of the Communist 
P arty  o f Germany and of the Com­
m unist In te rna tiona l. From  the 
tirs t he has held im portan t, re­
sponsible posts in  the Com intern 
and gained thereby, a thorough 
knowledge of the w orkings of the 
apparatus o f the C. V. G. and the 
Comintern.

Comrade F riedberg ’s break w ith  
the S ta lin is t apparatus is another 
heavy blow against S talin ism . We 
are sure that; his le tte r w i l l  be 
received w ith  the greatest a tten­
tion  by a ll pa rty  members and 
p a rtic u la r ly  among those who pa r­
tic ipa ted  in  the iirs t years o f the 
fo rm ation  o f the Communist in ­
terna tional.

if. * * *
November C, 1933. 

D eaf comrade P ia tn its k y :
Your in v ita tio n  to come to Mos­

cow has been transm itted  to me, I 
w i l l  have to decline the in v ita tio n . 
M in d fu l of the memory of my 
fr ie n d ’ M ax Hoelz, I  believe th a t I  
w i l l  be acting  most co rrectly  when 
1 devote myself, fo r  the tim e being 
as an em igrant, to the v ic tory o f 
Socialism— over Fascism. I  cannot 
endure the Moscow atmosphere; 
lounging around, pretending to be 
im portan t, c raw ling  despicably be­
fo re  S talin, etc. O flic ia l Moscow 
today is noth ing more than a 
swamp. The struggle fo r  the v ic­
to ry  of Socialism can be conducted 
on ly in  the s p ir it  o f the October 
Revolution, in the s p ir it o f Lenin 
and T rotsky.

The Results of S ta lin is t Policy
in  my le tte r of M arch 1, 1933, 

w ritte n  fro m  Moscow, I  in form ed 
you of my views about the s itua ­
tio n  of the German pa rty  and the 
road th a t the leaderless revo lu tion ­
a ry  German p ro le ta ria t had to take. 
1 say the leaderless revo lu tionary 
p ro le ta ria t, because the German C 
P. ceased to be the leader o f the 
German p ro le ta ria t years ago— ju s t 
as d id  the Com intern in so fa r as the 
in te rna tiona l p ro le ta ria t is concern­
ed. The dow n fa ll o f the revo lu tion ­
a ry  p ro le ta ria t in  a l l countries be­
gan w ith  the expulsion of the ou t­
standing ligh te rs o f the October 
Revolution, w ith  T ro tsky  a t th e ir 
head, from  the C. P. o f the U. S.
8. R. and the Com intern. The v ic ­
to ry  of Fascism in  Germany and 
the d ifficu lt s itua tion  of large la y ­
ers o f workers and peasants in  the 
Soviet Union' are resu lts o f th is  en- 
feeblement o f the Communist In  
ternational.

The rea liza tion  th a t the policy of 
the Com intern in  the last several 
years strengthened Fascism of nec­
essity, and even made i t  possible, 
is  s ink ing  ever deeper in to  the con 
sciousness o f the revo lu tiona ry  
lighters. “ W ithou t S ta lin  there 
would be no H it le r ” , th a t is a w ide 
spread thesis nowadays. U n fo rtun ­
ate ly, i t  is a correct one. N a tu ra l­
ly , you did  not w an t Fascism. B u t 
in  the last analysis i t  is the resu lt 
th a t counts in  po litics . L e t us re­
m ind you how ill- in fo rm ed  you were 
a t the beginning o f M arch about 
the actua l doings of the C. P. T ha t 
also was not an accident. I t  also 
flowed from  the po licy o f the Com­
in te rn  in  the last few  years and 
from  the axiom  o f “ socialism in  
one country” . You a ll long ago lost 
the conviction th a t a strong rev­
o lu tionary  labor movement in  the 
rest of the countries is the best 
Red A rm y. S ta lin  probably never 
had any such conviction.

The G u ilt o f the E. C. C. I .
In a conversation we had a t the 

end of February (K n o r in  was pre­
sent) you to ld  me th a t you had 
many other cares, Russian worries. 
I  knew th a t a ll the tim e. The fac t 
th a t on account o f these w orries 
the Executive Committee of the 
Communist In te rn a tion a l could not 
be in  touch w ith  very much th a t 
w as . going on abroad, p a rtic u la r ly  
in  Germany, does not serve as an 
excuse fo r  the E. C. C. I.— on the 
con tra ry, i t  on ly makes its  g u ilt  
a ll the greater. You w ould have 
resigned you r leadership; wh ich has 
not rea lly  belonged to you fo r  years, 
i f  you had le ft in  you a spark of 
revo lu tiona ry  respons ib ility  and 
conscientiousess. B u t you haven’t 
any. ( I  leave the Social Dem ocratic 
P a rty  out of a l l th is  polemic be­
cause we created our Communist 
P a rty  and the Communist In te rn a ­
tio n a l w ith  the fu l l  knowledge th a t 
the S. P. would not figh t bu t ra the r 
betray the strugg le ).

The Com intern appears to be dis­
inc lined to learn anyth ing even now. 
I  spent several weeks in  the Saar. 
T ha t is a coal and iron  te rr ito ry  on 
the border between Germany and 
France, east o f Metz. The whole 
te r r ito ry  amounts to- on ly 1800 
square kilom eters, bu t i t  contains 
782,000 inhab itan ts. I t  is the  most 
densely populated1 te r r ito ry  in  E u r­
ope. H ere resides the well-known

heavy in d u s tr ia lis t Herm ann Roech- 
ling. The Saar is governed by the 
League of Nations, the coal mines 
belong to France. In  1935 there 
w ill be a referendum (s im ila r to 
th a t o f Upper-S ilesia in  1921) as 
to w hether the te rr ito ry  is to be­
long to France, or re ta in  the pre­
sent fo rm  o f adm in is tra tion , or be 
returned to Germany.

T lie  False Policy in  the Saar
Up to August last, the C. P. of 

the Saar was fo r  the re tu rn  to Ger­
many. The “ leader”  of the C. P. 
declared pub lic ly  : “ Even i f  we w i l l  
have to  face the gallows in  H itle r- 
Germany, we w ant to re tu rn  to the 
Fatherland” . F o r th is  pa trio tism , 
he received the praise o f Herm ann 
Roechling over the rad io  from  
F rankfu rt-am -M ain . L e t’s not be­
grudge him  it .  In  August D ie  Rund­
schau (o ffic ia l S ta lin is t organ— Ed.) 
o f Basle made pub lic  the new posi­
tion  : ' “A  Red Saar in  a Soviet Ger­
many” . T h is  slogan is ju s t as

New Year Eve Masquerade 
Ball for the Militant

(Continued on Page 4)

T h is  New Year’s Eve the M ilita n t 
is  g iv ing  its  f irs t masquerade B a ll 
a t Germania H a ll, 158 T h ird 1 Ave­
nue (16th S tree t). I t  promises to 
be the gayest a ffa ir  we have ever 
arranged. Comrades, s ing ly  and in  
groups, are a lready planning th e ir 
costumes d raw ing  in sp ira tion  from  
such h is to ric  events as the  Paris 
Commune, the Russian Revolution, 
etc.

The s p ir it  o f bolshevik com peti­
t io n , w il l be present fo r prizes are 
to be given fo r  the best costumes— 
also fo r  the worst. Take your 
choice but a t a ll events— compete!

A program  o f revo lu tiona ry  
dances specia lly arranged w i l l  be 
given by ta lented comrades and 
sympathizers. There w i l l  also be 
a fine singer o f fo lk  songs.

Refreshments o f a ll k inds w i l l  be 
served a t low  cost.

A  special jazz band has been 
hired.

The admission is only 50 cents. 
Get your ticke ts  in  advance.

Comrades: M ake no other appoint­
ments fo r New Year’s Eve— Cele­
brate ^with us the beginning of a 
big year for d ie M IL IT A N T  and 
the Communist League of Am erica.

— PRESS C O M M ITTE E .

O n  the Death of M ax Hoelz
On September I5 th , M ax Hoelz 

met w ith  an accident in  a boating 
t r ip  on the Oka R iver (Soviet U n­
ion) and drowned. And w ith  tha t 
the li fe  o f a figh te r was extingu ish­
ed, a m il ita n t who w i l l  continue to 
live  on in  the hearts o f the revo lu­
tio n a ry  p ro le ta ria t as the courage­
ous revo lu tion is t who fought w ith  
determ ination and strength against 
cap ita lism  and fo r  the pro le ta rian  
revo lution.

The lessons o f the revo lu tiona ry  
struggles o f 1920 and 1921, which 
were led by Max Hoelz, have not 
yet been eradicated from  the con­
sciousness o f the revo lu tiona ry  pro­
le ta ria t. I f  there was on ly one mem­
ber o f the C. C. of the C. P. G. im ­
bued w ith  the s p ir it  o f M ax Hoelz 
the disgraceful, cap itu la to ry  defeat 
of the C. P. G. could no t have been 
possible. The functionaries  who are 
whispering among themselves tha t 
M ax Hoelz was not a M a rx is t, tha t 
his deeds and those of his group 
had li t t le  in  common w ith  the 
fundam entals o f the cla^s strugg le 
are w e ll answered by the fac t tha t 
he was not tha t k ind  o f a “ M a rx is t”  
who hides his cowardice behind 
M arxism .

An Enemy of the S talin ist 
Bureaucracy

The news o f the death o f M ax 
Hoelz shocked a ll the friends of the 
m ilita n t. I t  is  not true, as the so­
c ia l democratic and Communist 
papers w rite , th a t his p o lit ic a l ca­
reer came to an end w ith  h is release 
from  prison in  1918. M ax Hoelz 
wanted to struggle on. He was an 
enemy o f the S ta lin is t bureaucracy. 
The German C. C., covered w ith  
g u ilt  fo r  H it le r ’s v ic to ry— he hated 
and despised i t  w ith  a v io len t pas­
sion.

D u ring  th e ' prison years and the 
years o f his stay in  the Soviet Un­
ion M ax Hoelz, through intensive 
study acquired a comprehensive

M arx is t education. These were to 
be a strong weapon fo r h im  in  the 
coming struggles of the German 
p ro le ta ria t. M ax Hoelz’s m ind was 
set on re tu rn in g  to Germany to 
engage in  new struggles. As late 
as last February, a fte r H it le r  had 
become Chancelor, M ax Hoelz ad­
dressed a request to the Com intern 
to pe rm it h im  to  re tu rn  to Germany. 
The S ta lin is t bureaucracy did  not 
a llow  h im  to do so. In  order to 
prevent h im  from  leaving, he was 
forced to become a Soviet citizen.

Stood for a New Party
M ax Hoelz shared the views of 

his friends W o lf and1 W ollenberg 
on the collapse o f the German C. P. 
and the Com intern. And also, as 
early  as M arch he procla im ed the 
necessity fo r the creation o f a new 
pa rty  of struggle. A t  the begin­
n ing of M arch there were many dis­
cussions in  his hotel room on the 
itsua tion  created in  Germany and 
in  the Com intern by H it le r ’s v ic ­
to ry. M ax Hoelz repeatedly express­
ed h im se lf in, th is  connection tha t 
the defeat o f the German C. P. and 
the Com intern was caused in  the 
firs t place, by the false po licy of 
the Com intern in  recent years and 
p a rtic u la r ly  by S ta lin ’s false policy 
in  the Soviet Union, w h ich  has 
brought w ith  i t  the exclusion o f 
the best revo lu tiona ry  elements in  
the Soviet Union as in  the Comin­
tern. He repeatedly declared1 th a t 
the expulsion o f T ro tsky  and his 
friends was one of the greatest 
crimes of the C. C. of the Commun­
is t P a rty  o f the Soviet Union.

The revo lu tiona ry  strength of 
M ax Hoelz was shackled by the 
S ta lin is t bureaucracy. H is  pas­
sionate w i l l  to struggle could not

N .Y  Hotel 
Strikers 
Organize

Food W orkers U n i o n  

Strengthens Ranks

R ivera M urals
Even though his departure from  

the United States has had to be 
hastened by a ca ll fo r  im portan t 
w ork  to be done in  M exico C ity, 
Diego R ivera has remained to 
pa in t tw o  m ura ls  fo r  the  w a lls  of 
the In te rn a tion a l W orkers School.

Diego R ivera is undoubtedly the 
greatest o f the revo lu tionary pa in t­
ers in  the w orld  today, and is sure­
ly among the hand fu l o f t ru ly  
great a rtis ts  in  general. H is  w ork  
in  th is  country and in M exico has 
been en thusiastica lly  commented 
upon on both continents. The sensa­
tion  created around his name and 
w ork  when he broke off a ll re lations 
w ith  the d irectors o f Radio C ity  fo r  
demanding th a t he remove a repro­
duction of Len in ’s head in  the im ­
posing m ura ls he was pa in tin g  fo r 
th a t edifice, was on ly a dram atic  
m anifestation o f.h is  uny ie ld ing  loy­
a lty  to the cause o f p ro le ta rian  rev­
o lu tion  to w h ich he has dedicated 
his li fe  and work.

We are proud to be able to  an­
nounce th a t R ivera is a lready a t 
w o rk  in  the School H a ll on the 
m urals. One o f them  depicts the 
foundation o f the revo lu tiona ry  
T h ird  In te rn a tion a l, its  li fe  and 
the great sp irits  who brought i t  
in to  existence. The other deals 
w ith  the coming F ourth  In te rn a ­
tion a l as the h e ir and con tinuator 
of the revo lu tiona ry  tra d itio n s  of 
the T h ird  and its  leaders.

I t  would be d if f ic u lt  fo r us to 
a ttem pt a t th is  tim e, before the 
conclusion o f his work, to give our 
readers a detailed idea o f the mag­
n ificen t conception th a t has in  
.spired R ivera ’s work. W e take th is  
occasion, however, to extend an 
in v ita tio n  to a ll readers to v is it  the 
School H a ll, a t 126 East 16th St., 
and examine the m ura ls  w h ile  they 
a re  being painted.

New Y ork.— The s tr ike  o f the 
M on tc la ir H o te l workers conducted 
by the H ote l and Restaurant branch 
o f the Amalgamated Food W orkers, 
wh ich we reported in  las t week’s 
M il ita n t  s t i l l  continues and p icke t­
ing is very effective. The N a tiona l 
C ity  Bank w h ich  owns the M ont­
c la ir  is very  stubborn in  se ttling  
the s tr ik e  w ith  the Union. I t  em­
ploys numerous thugs who attem pt 
to te rro rize  the s trike rs  and also to 
keep the scabs on the job. In  spite 
of th is  terrorism , the s tr ike rs  were 
strengthened last F rida y  w ith  an 
add itiona l s ix ty -five  workers from  
the dining-room  and kitchen de­
partm ent.

They use every means to provoke 
and in tim ida te  the s trike rs  and its  
leaders. They arrested Organizer 
Caldis under the false charge of 
being the leader o f a gang beating 
scabs. These charges, however, 
were dropped by the very w orker 
who made them because he under­
stood in  the meantime th a t he was 
unconsciously becoming the too l of 
the bosses. Upon rea liz ing  th is  he 
also jo ined the ranks of the s tr ik ­
ers. F o r the firs t tim e in  the last 
17 years a hotel in  New Y ork  was 
forced to close its  k itchen and1 
dining-room  departments. The 
bosses are forced to  keep the scabs 
day and n igh t because i f  they go 
out from  the hotel they im m ediate­
ly  fra te rn ize  w ith  the s trike rs  and 
become pa rt o f them.

T h is s tr ike  has already sueceded 
in  b ring ing  home to the workers as 
w e ll as to H o te l Men’s Association 
tha t the Union, a branch o f the 
Am algamated Food W orkers, is out 
in  the fie ld  to secure decent w o rk­
ing  conditions fo r the hotel and 
restaurant workers. A lready, many 
hotels lik e  the P ark Central, th a t 
up to now have refused to pay any 
wages a t a ll to  th e ir  w a ite rs , are 
ca llin g  meetings of th e ir  w a iters 
to discus^ the question of wages. 
Many other hotels have increased 
the wages sim ply because they 
realize th a t the Union is organizing 
th e ir  workers.

bear the tedious bureaucracy. He 
was kept in  in a c tiv ity  fo r  many 
years through the chicanery of the 
bureaucracy. They refused to give 
h im  any productive w o rk  in  order 
to paralyze his revo lu tionary 
energy.

He was a figh ter fo r  the einan- 
ciaption o f the p ro le ta ria t whose 
m ilitancy  w il l  be a pa tte rn  fo r  us.

LJNSER W O R T.

W h y I  D id  I t
James McGovern, M. P. fo r 

the Independent Labor P a rty  
from  Scotland has the fo llow ing  
explanation to make o f his sen­
sationa l action  a t the opening 
o f .Parliam ent where he shouted 
defiance a t the K ing. We quote 
from  the B r it is h  New Leader 
fo r  November 24th, 1933:

“ K now ing  th a t the present 
session o f P arliam ent would be 
opened by the reading of the pro­
posed Government by the K ing, 
I  th o u g h t I  would lik e  to hear 
these proposals a t f irs t  hand, 
rea liz ing  th a t the new Insurance 
B i l l  would mean to the unem­
ployed o f th is  country.

“ I  a rrived  a t the B a r o f the 
House o f Lords and gazed a t 
the vu lga r d isplay o f w ea lth— 
wonderfu l and expensive gowns, 
jewels and tiaras, w o rth  hun­
dreds o f thousands o f pounds, 
m ilita ry  and naval representa­
tives of our own and foreign 
nations. Everyw here 1 looked 
I  saw wealth, com fort and, self- 
satisfaction. I  thought o f the 
poor, wretched people outside 
who are to be the v ic tim s of fu ­
tu re  leg is la tion  and1 who, by 
th e ir  energy and sacrifice, pro-j 
vided a ll th is  wealth. I

“ And I  could no t rem ain s i­
lent. I looked upon the scene 
and, know ing th a t th e ir  favo rite  
sport was chasing and k il l in g  
foxes, I  saw the workers being 
hounded down in to  the gu tte r, 
the grave, the asylum, and the 
workhouse by thei leg is la tion  o f 
th is  class. I  remembered those 
who produced the w ea lth  ex is t­
in g . in  rags, bootless, hungry, 
and s itt in g  before em pty grates 
or being evicted from  th e ir 
homes.

“ M axton and Buchanan ( In ­
dependent Labor P a rty  M. P.s— 
Ed.) had fo r  a number of years 
refused to a ttend the opening of 
parliam ent because of th e ir  d is­
gust w ith  th is  show. As I  saw 
the perform ance ind igna tion  
overcame me when I  recalled the 
human suffering outside, the 
Means Test, Unemployment cuts, 
and the destruction of the social 
services. Something w ith in  me 
rebelled and I  lashed ou t at the 
enemies o f the people.

"D id  I  do wrong? Is  there 
any w orker who believes th a t I  
d id  no t voice the fee ling o f every 
decent human,, being? I  feel 
tha t I  spoke lo r  the  w ork ing  
clqss whom I  represent.”

Stalinism Cracks in Brooklyn
A  new revo lt has broken out in  

the S ta lin is t ranks in  New Y ork. 
Three members of the Communist 
p a rty  and the Young Communist 
Leagbu o f B rooklyn  have recently 
issued a le tte r to the D is tr ic t  E x ­
ecutive Committees of th e ir  organ­
izations condemning the offic ia l 
po licy on the German events and 
the Litv inov-R ooseve lt negotiations. 
The statem ent- demands a jo in t  
membership discussion m eeting o f 
the C. P. and Y. C. L. (The state­
ment is reprin ted in  f u l l  on another 
page o f the cu rre n t issue of the 
M ilita n t.)

The comrades condemn the S ta lin ­
is t theory o f “ social Fascism ” and 
“ un ited fro n t on ly  from  below;” 
w h ich led to the v ic to ry  of Fasc­
ism. They score the Com intern fo r  
not recognizing th a t the v ic to ry  o f 
H itle r is m  meant a crushing defeat 
fo r  the German w o rld  w o rk ing  
class. The statement fu r th e r p ro­
tests against the propaganda pledge 
contained in  Paragraph F our o f 
the L itv in o v  le tte r to Roosevelt.

So as to insure th a t the voices of 
these comrades would be heard by 
the workers of B row nsv ille , com­
rade A1 Dasch, a member o f the 
section committee o f the p a rty  in  
th a t v ic in ity  and a signer of the 
statement, appeared a t  a pub lic  
m eeting on Sat. evening, Dec. 20th, 
a t w h ich Scott N earing was le c tu r­
ing  on “ The S itua tion  in  the Soviet 
Union, Germany and the United 
States.

Nearing’s speech was a shallow 
presentation o f the s itua tion  in  
these countries. No a ttem pt was 
made to  examine the policies o f the

THE LEAGUE FORGES AHEAD
We are now launching another 

program  of expansion. I ts  m ain 
fea tu re  is expressed fn ou r decision 
to assemble the forces fo r the crea­
tion  of a new revo lu tiona ry  pa rty  
and, in  preparation fo r  th is , to 
bring  the| League much more de­
fin ite ly  in to  mass a c tiv ity  in  the 
class struggle.

T h is  declaration can signalize the 
beginning o f a great upswing of 
Am erican Communism. I t  can be­
come the means o f new insp ira tion  
in  place o f o ld  disappointm ents 
wh ich resulted from  the bankruptcy 
of the o ffic ia l Communist movement 
alongside the m anifest co rrup ting  
influence o f social reform ism . B u t 
i t  can also rem ain an em pty gesture 
which w il l  b ring  devastating con7 
sequences. The results to  be a t­
ta ined depend1 en tire ly  upon us and 
upon our supporters. O ur proc la im ­
ed in tentions can be proved only 
by deeds.

I t  is  from  th is  standpoint th a t we 
present our expansion program  of 
today. I t  is  a p ra c tica l program  
setting  up com parative ly modest 
tasks w h ich can and m ust be car­
ried  out. T h is  A ction  Program  we 
summarize herew ith  in  b r ie f fo rm :

1. The transfo rm a tion  o f The 
M ilitan t in to  a popular ag ita tion  
paper to be sold a t a  cheaper price

M E E T IN G
DOES T H E  R E C O G N ITIO N  O F  

R U S S IA  M EA N  T H E  EN D  
O F T H E  CO M INTERN?  

Speakers:
M A X  SH A CHTM AN  

A L DASCH
Member o f the B row nsv ille  Section 
Committee o f the Communist P a rty  

a t H O FFM A N ’ S M A N SIO N  
142 W atkins Street 

(Between P itk in  and Belmont ) 
on Thursday, Dec. 14, 1933, 8 P . M . 

A D M IS S IO N : 15 CENTS

and appealing d ire c tly  to the mass 
o f the Am erican workers.

2. The establishment of a theor­
etica l organ— The New In tern a­
tional— to w h ich  the heavier and 
long artic les  w i l l  be transferred.

3. The acceptance o f members 
in to  the League on a broader basis 
than heretofore.

4. The systematic establishment 
of un ited fro n t re la tions and jo in t 
class struggle activ ities  w ith  other 
workers organizations, in  p a rticu la r 
w ith  those groups w ith  w h ich  we 
have some points in  agreement.

5. The form ation  wherever pos­
s ib le  of periphera l organizations 
(w orkers ' clubs, etc.) on a broad 
basis.

6. The systematic reg is tra tion  
o f the League membership fo r  en­
ro llm ent in  mass organizations o f 
various kinds, above a ll the trade 
unions w h ich  have a mass charac­
ter.

7. The strengthening of the cen­
t ra l appartus o f the League by pro­
vis ion fo r  the fu ll- tim e  employment 
o f qualified comrades and the m ain­
tenance of a t least one fie ld organ­
izer.

8. A  series of tours o f N. C. 
members.

9. The collection o f a special 
fund to finance the A ction  Program  
and the execution o f each pro ject 
in  order as rap id ly  as the means 
are provided.

Some of the points lis ted  above 
have already been carried  out in  
part. We sha ll make a report of 
th is  in  subsequent issues. A t  th is  
moment, however, our a im  is to 
b ring  the A ction  Program  to  the 
a tten tion  o f a ll o f Our supporters 
so tha t they can express th e ir  views, 
make! add itiona l suggestions and 
fu lly  pa rtic ipa te  w ith  us in  the 
fu r th e r execution o f th is  program. 
We proceed from  the firm  convic­
tion  th a t every step outlined can 
be atta ined. W e w ant to  hear 
your opinion.

The League has attained a much

broader basis than  before, as we 
sha ll prove by o u r subsequent re­
ports in  connection w ith  the ex­
ecution o f the A c tion  Program. We 
are thereby prepared to make fu r ­
the r advance. B u t w h ile  the fu r th e r  
prepara tory steps to  ca rry  the pro­
gram fu lly  in to  li fe  are being taken 
i t  is necessary to dw e ll upon the 
last points of the  A ction  Program . 
T ha t is the one upon w hich p rac tic ­
a lly  the whole program  depends 
fo r  its  effective execution. Finances 
are the sinews o f w ar— and o f ac­
tion .

We have set the sum o f $1500 as 
a m in im um  requirement, provided 
i t  is collected by a concentrated 
campaign w ith in  a short period of 
time. On th is  score we can report 
some resu lts  a lready w h ich  w i l l  
also be enumerated In the subequ- 
ent issue. M eanwhile we pass the 
question on to  a ll of our supporters : 
W il l  you help us ca rry  th is  p ro­
gram  in to  life?  W ith  a response 
from  you, such as can be expected 
from  supporters of the L e ft Opposi­
tion , we sha ll be able to m arch fo r ­
w ard  to the bu id ling  o f a serious 
Communist movement in  the U n i­
ted States. We sha ll be able to 
m arch fo rw a rd  to the New In te r ­
national.

O P E N  F O R U M
J A M E S  P.  C A N N O N

on
T H E  M E A N IN G  O F T H E  

R EC EN T LY N C H IN G S  
M aryland, C aliforn ia, M issouri, 

W hat Next?
at

Friday, December 15, 1933, 8 p .m . 
In ternational W orkers School H a ll
126 East 16th Street, n r  I rv in g  Pi. 
Auspices: M anhattan Branch, Com­

m unist League o f Am erica (Opp.)
Q uestions-------- Discussion

A D M IS S IO N  15 CENTS

German Communist p a r ty ; to  con­
nect the s itua tion  in  the d iffe rent 
countries w ith  one another.

When Nearing concluded his re­
plies to the questions, an attem pt 
was made to close the meeting. 
Joe Carter, organizer o f the B rook­
lyn  branch o f the Communist 
League, took the floor and demand­
ed th a t the scheduled discussion be 
held. The demand was greeted by 
applause from  various parts o f the 
ha ll. (A bout 750 were s t i l l  pre­
sent. A1 Dasch supported the de­
mand of comrade Carter • and the 
discussion was opened by comrade 
Dasch.

The la tte r  attacked N earing ’s 
slanders against comrade T ro tsky 
and openly proclaim ed his support 
o f the L e ft Opposition. A fte r per­
sistent demands fo r  the floor, com­
rade C arte r was perm itted to speak 
fo r five minutes. In  h is summary 
Nearing evaded a ll the points ra is ­
ed, but spoke about the need fo r

a un ited fro n t o f a l l workers’ o r­
ganizations, inc lud ing  the F ourth  
In te rn a tio n a l against Fascism. 
Statem ent D is tr ibu te d  to W orkers

M eanwhile a squad o f members 
of the Communist League were dis­
tr ib u tin g  the statement o f comrades 
Dasch, L ipsch itz  and Leeser to those 
leaving the ha ll. On the back o f 
the leaflet conta in ing the statement 
was an announcement of a meeting 
on Russian Recognition to be held 
th is  Thursday, Dec. 14 a t H offm an’s 
Mansion, 142 W atk ins St., a t w h ich 
comrades Shachtman and Dasch are 
to speak.

The statement of the pa rty  and 
Y. C. L. members has had its  effect 
on the pa rty  ranks in  B row nsville . 
We are confident th a t i t  w i l l  be 
heard byeond B row nsv ille  and w il l  
receive w arm  response among Com­
m unist and L e ft w ing  workers 
throughout New Y ork  and the U n i­
ted States.

S t. Paul
Packing

Strike
Adventurist M ethods  

Cause Bad Defeat
St. Paul.— The workers in  the 

packing indus try  th roughout the 
1J. S. have fo r  some tim e been dis­
satisfied w ith  th e ir  conditions. The 
fa ilu re  o f the N R A  to raise wages 
created a s itua tion  favorable fo r 
organ izationa l w ork. (The press 
reports th a t loca l N R A  offic ia ls a t ­
tr ib u te  the “ unrest among the 
packing-house workers to the fa ilu re  
o f the m in im um  wages schedules to 
affect any bu t a sm all number o f 
employees” ) .

S trikes have been called in  v a r i­
ous plants in  d iffe rent parts  o f the 
country. In  A ustin , M innesota at 
the p lan t o f the Geo. H orm el Co. 
a s tr ike  took place. The workers, 
who were organized in to  independ­
ent union w h ich  embraced the en­
t ire  w o rk ing  population o f the c ity , 
seized the fac to ry  and ejected the 
company officials. W ith  the aid  of 
the local farm ers they held1 out fo r 
several days. State and Company 
officials then prevailed upon the 
men to re tu rn  to w o rk  pending a rb i­
tra tion . Recognition o f the union 
was granted. One of the main 
reasons why the bosses were able 
to accomplish th is  so easily was 
the absence of conscious L e ft w ing 
m ilita n ts  in  the union.

B u t here in  South St. P au l the 
s tr ike  under the leadership o f the 
self-styled “ R evo lu tionary Vangu­
a rd ” , the T. U. U. L., yielded fa r 
more disastrous re su lts !

A rm ou r’s S w ift ’s and1 Cudahy’s 
are the three large packing compan­
ies in  South St. Paul.. They em­
ploy approximately 3500 workers 
who have long been cora lled in to  
company unions. A s a resu lt o f 
the te rr if ic  speed-up and pa rt-tim e 
employment under the Roosevelt 
“ spread the w o rk ’ plan th e ir  wages 
were reduced1 to a s ta rva tion  level. 
Despite the dissatisfaction o f the 
workers here the A. F . o f L., which 
has a neglig ib le section of the men 
organized in to  the Amalgamated 
M eat-cutters and Butchers W ork­
men’s Union, conducted no a c tiv ity  
whatsoever.

Stalin ist S trike Strategy
In  the A rm ou r p lan t the T. U. U. 

L. succeeded in  organiz ing a sm all 
group of men in to  the Packinghouse 
W orkers In d u s tr ia l U n idn. A t 
S w ift & Co. a sm alle r group was 
formed- The rest o f the workers 
in  these tw o huge plants knew l i t ­
tle  o r no th ing of these activ ities . 
Instead o f a campaign in  the three 
b ig  p lants to  organize a un ion cap­
able of conducting a struggle, and, 
when such a union was formed, to 
s tr ike  the three plants and sim u l­
taneously, the union decided to ca ll 
a  s tr ike  a t the A rm ou r p la n t im ­
m ediate ly !

On November 15th a committee 
fro m  the S ta lin is t un ion approach­
ed the A rm ou r officials and pre­
sented the fo llow ing  demands: A  10 
cents per hour increase; a 32 hour

(Continued on page 4)

Ja il Two Philadelphia M ilitants
Philadelphia, Pa.— The entire

shop, day and n ig h t sh ifts, o f the 
Latex Products Co., m anufacturing  
specia lty rubber goods, is out on 
s trike  against sweat-shop conditions, 
long hours and wage as low  as 
$2.00 and $3.00 a week. In  the 
course of the s tr ik e  struggle two 
local comrades, Lew Roberts and 
Jack Richmond were arrested fo r 
p icketing. They are now serving a 
sentence o f 30 days each in  Moya- 
mensing Prison.

F if ty  workers nearly  a ll youth 
and m ostly g ir ls  were driven to 
s tr ik e  by wretched conditions and 
wages on w h ich i t  was impossible 
to exist. When the day s h ift  came 
to w ork  Monday a t seven o’clock, 
the boss, a M r. W aetzman, having 
learned o f th e ir  in ten tion  o f w a lk ­
ing out a t ten, locked them out. 
P icke ting  began im m ediate ly. The 
n ig h t s h ift  was stopped a t three 
o'clock. There is  not a single scab 

I among these young workers. F o r 
nearly  a l l o f them, th is  was the ir 
f irs t s tr ike  experience.

The demands o f the s tr ike  are : 
(1) A  separate restroom fo r  women 
w ith  a couch. (2 ) One hour fo r  
lunch (a t present there is no tim e 
off— they have to eat on the “ f ly ” .) 
(3 ) A  40 hour week. (N ow  they 
w o rk  48 to  56 hours). (4 ) $13.00 
a. week m in im um  fo r  g irls  and $15.00 
fo r  men. (5) No overtime. (6) Re­
cognition o f shop committee. (7) 
Protective devices (exhaust fang, 
etc.) be insta lled. U n til now g ir ls  
had been promised a $6.00 a week 
and men $8.(fo. Low  enough, but 
when th e ir pay envelopes were 
given out last Saturday a l l found 
they bad been deprived o f even 
tha t. Pay envelopes were fo r  $4,00, 
$3.00 and as low  as $2.00. The av­
erage wage for the day sh ift was

computed to be .09 (n ine cents) an 
hour.

The shop is located and m ost of 
the workers live  in  the v ic in ity  of 
our headquarters where we had 
been runn ing  street meetings re­
gu la rly  d u rin g  the summer. Some 
workers have been coming to  the 
meetings o f the Spartacus Youth 
Club. W hat was more n a tu ra lly  
than tha t, when s tirred  to  f ig h t 
back a rapacious exp lo iter, they 
should cyme to us fo r  advise and 
assistance. I t  was given speedily 
and heartedly.

The boss’s gag o f “ selling ou t” , 
“ m oving the shop” , “ going ou t o f 
business”  were a ll showed up. When 
the p icket-line was lessened by the 
absence o f s trike rs  fo r  a meeting, 
comrades Jack R ichmond o f the 
Spartacus Youth Club and Lew 
Roberts of the Communist League 
branch were singled out fo r arrest. 
The fo llo w in g  m orn ing the vicious 
labor ha ting  Vare henchman, 
M ag istra te  Zweig, gave both com­
rades on d isorderly conduct charges 
the l im it— 30 days. To show fu r ­
the r his contempt fo r  the strikers, 
he read in  the court-room  crowded 
w ith  s trike rs  and s trike  sym path­
izers, the telegram sent by the 
s tr ike  committee demanding ithe 
boys release. Here Roberts dram a­
tic a lly  singled out the police who 
beat them in  the van. Independent­
ly  we secured a lawyer. Independ­
ently, qu ick ly  and efficiently, w r its  
were obtained fo r a habeas corups 
hearing in  a h igher court on F riday.

Despite the te rro r, the s trike rs  in  
the m ain are undaunted and more 
resolute than ever. T h y  re jec t the 
“ advice”  to leave the Reds alone. 
The m ost in te llige n t recognize such 
orders fo r  w ha t they a re : an a t­
tem pt to break the u n ity  o f the 
strike.*
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The Railroad Brotherhoods

The Rise and Fall of the Craft Unions

In  our f irs t a rtic le  we touched and its  federation po licy and th is
brie fly upon the o r ig in  o f the r a i l­
road unions and th e ir  fa ilu re  to ad­
ju s t t l ie ir  s truc tu re  and program  in  
con fo rm ity  w ith  in d u s tr ia l develop­
ments on the ra ilroads. In  th is  a r ­
tic le  we -w ill say something on the 
rise and fu l l  of the G ra ft Union.

i t  is  Quite na tu ra l th a t when we 
firs t conceive of anyth ing we do so 
on its  narrow est base, and our un­
derstanding and outlook on any 
question broadens w ith  experience. 
In  harm ony w ith  th is  law  o f devel­
opment i t  was, therefore, qu ite  na­
tu ra l th a t the locom otive engineer 
who firs t conceived of organ iz ing in 
1803, should do so on a very na r­
row  base o r on the basis o f h is own 
c ra ft alone, i t  d id  not occur to 
h im  to take the firemen, whom he 
often h ired and fired, in  w ith  him . 
The conductor fe lt  the same about 
his brakesman.

Often the firemen had to rew ard 
the engineer, the brakeman and the 
conductor fo r the p riv ilege o f w o rk­
ing w ith  them. The problems which 
confronted those early  pioneers in  
organization w o rk  were sm all and 
sim ple when compared w ith  the 
w orkers ’ problems of today. The 
ra ilroads, as w e ll as in dus try  in  
general, were in  a state o f g row th  
and expansion and needed more 
and . more workers, and the organ­
ized c ra ft  was usually able to bar­
gain w ith  the sm all companies.

We th in k  i t  can be tru th fu l ly  said 
th a t the c ra ft union functioned 
fa ir ly  w e ll in  the in te rest of its  
members u n til about the beginning 
o f the present century, when the 
gradua lly  g row ing  problems o f the 
ra ilroad  workers ushered in  the 
idea o f C ru ft Federation. The so- 
called “ B ig  F ou r”  would jo in  hands 
in  concerted wage movements, the 
Federated Shop C ra fts  would do 
littew isc. The E ig h t H o u r Day 
v ic to ry  in  1910 was about the las t 
successful stand of the c ra ft union

v ic to ry  was aided very m a te ria lly  
by the a r t if ic ia l w a r prosperity 
w h ich  was in  fu l l  sw ing by 1910.

in  other words, d u rin g  the era 
o f in d u s tr ia l expansion when the 
ra ilroads had a com jilete monopoly 
o f transporta tion , the c ra ft  union 
was ab le to wheedle occasional con­
cessions from  the employers and 
even conduct successful strikes. 
H u t since the stand fo r the e igh t 
hour day in  1910, and more especi­
a lly  since the end o f the W orld  
W ar, the c ra ft unions have suffered 
one defeat a fte r  another, and the 
po licy o f its  leadership has been 
one o f continuous surrender and 
retrea t. And despite the fa c t tha t 
each u n it o f tra ffic  hand ler by each 
u n it o f m anpower lias constantly in ­
creased since 1920. The ra ilroa d  
workers have taken three smashing 
wage cuts and tw o o f them  were 
taken w ith o u t the s lightest resist­
ance on the p a rt o f th e ir  leader­
ship. The day of reaction and de­
cay has de fin ite ly  set in  on the 
R a ilroad Brotherhoods. The only 
ones who benefit by the continued 
maintenance1 o f the c ra ft unions on

A Statement to the 
Communist Party

To the D. E.C. of the C.P.
To the D.E.C. of the Y. C. L.
C O M R A D E S :

For some tim e now, the undersigned comrades, 
members o f the Communist P a rty  or the Young Com­
m unist League, have been considering w ith  grow ing 
a larm  the development o f the position o f our move­
ment in  connection w ith  recent events in  th is  coun­
try  and in  Europe. We have in  m ind especially w hat 
happened in  Germany before and a fte r the seizure of 
power by H itle r ,  and the significance o f the agree­
ment signed a t W ashington1 between the representa­
tives of the Soviet Un ion and the U n ited States. You 
are undoubtedly aware th a t a great deal of con­
fus ion and un c la rity , doubts and dissatisfaction exists 
in  the ranks o f our P a rty  and League on these ques­
tions. The aim  o f th is  le tte r  is to a rr iv e  as speedily 
as possible at a c la rifica tion .

The German events were a d is tin c t shoek to us 
— th is  we cannot conceal. We were persuaded by the 
po licy and the propaganda o f the Communist In te r­
national and our pa rty  here, th a t ou r bro ther pa rty  
in  Germany was m aking steady progress in  d riv in g  
back (he Fascist gangs and w inn ing  over increasing 
sections o f the social democracy. B u t the outcome 
o f the h is to ric  strugg le in  Germany proved to be

the ra ilroads  are the swarms o f exactly con tra ry to a l l the forecasts th a t were made
high salaried officials who in fest 
the en tire  c ra ft system o f organiza­
tion.

In  the next and fu tu re  a rtic les  
we w il l  take up more in  de ta il some 
of the symptons o f decay and dis­
ease in  the ra ilroa d  brotherhoods 
and how to meet and overcome 
t hese conditions.

U n til we can bu ild  a progressive 
M in o rity  Movement and Press inside 
of the R a ilroad Unions, we urge the 
progressive ra ilroa d  w orker to  use 
the columns o f the M ilitan t to ex­
press his ideas on the many needed 
changes in the Brotherhoods, whose 
reactionary and overpaid leadership 
cannot, afford to grant us free ex­
pression in  our own brotherhood 
press. — A. E.

In te rn a t io n a l

N otes
GERM ANY.

The .Socialist. W orkers Pa t ry  (S.
A. P .) and the In te rn a tio n a lis t Com­
m unists (L e ft  Opposition) are con­
t in u in g  th e ir  close co llabora tion  in 
the creation o f the German section 
o f the new In te rn a tion a l. They 
have ju s t issued a jo in t d ra ft  o f d ir ­
ectives fo r the trade union w ork  o f 
the new Communist p a rty  in  Ger­
many. E x trac ts  o f th is  document, 
w h ich  is o f exceptional in terest, 
w i l l  be published in, fu tu re  issues.

YO U TH .
A t the Am sterdam  conference fo r 

a new Youth  In te rn a tion a l, which 
is to meet ea rly  next January, 
there w i l l  be represented the Swed­
ish Communist Youth Federation 
(fo rm erly  a llied  w ith  the B randler- 
ites ) Having w ith in  its  ranks 8,000 
members, the Youth Federation of 
the Norwegian Labor P a rty  (18,000 
members) and the Mot Dag group 
(the  N ° r way group fo rm erly  a ff ili­
ated w ith  the B rand le r tendency.
The MarxrLenin Group of D e nm a rk ' dependence, the illusion of which 
is als> expected to send a represen- lives in tile skulls of many bureau- 
ttt'tive. The above groups are, o f crats, the ru lin g  apparatus never- 
course, only recent recru its. French, | theless enjoys a great re la tive  in- 
German, etc. Youth were reported dependence.”  Only one d irec t d is­

to rtio n — th a t is alm ost a re co rd !
B u t w h ile  am ateurish in  execu­

tion, th is  perform ance a tta ins  the 
lowest levels h ith e rto  achieved by 
the past-masters o f slander and 
d is to rtion .

H is t o r i c a l  
Analogies'

(Trotsky ami Dan— Workers Age— 
December 1, 1933.)

The bureau o f h is to r ic a l fa ls ifica ­
tion  under the leadership o f Love- 
stone (G ra. 5-8903) has m anufac­
tured another "s tr ik in g  document” . 
B u t we suspect th a t th is  tim e the 
job lias been entrusted to an am­
ateur.

T ha t th is  is am ateur's hand iw ork 
is evidenced firs t by the fa c t th a t 
only three pages (and consecutive 
fiagbs at th a t) have been pu t through 
tlie  Lovestone hopper fo r  synthetic 
quotations (patent applied fo r  by 
S ta lin ) in order to produce a quo­
ta tio n  to match the "fundam enta l 
s im ila r ity ”  w ith  two sentences w r i t ­
ten by Dan. An expert Lovestone

by our leadership. I t  has now become clear to us 
tha t w hat happened in  Germany requires— demands— 
on our part a thorough exam ination in to  the s itua ­
tion  and the po licy that, was fo llowed by us, and a 
drastic  revision o f our present course. Instead of 
a successful advance of our pa rty  in  Germany, i t  has 
been defeated, and now lies crushed by the Brown- 
shirted monsters. Instead o f the v ic to ry  of the Red' 
F ront, we had the v ic to ry  o f the Swastika.

On top o f a ll th is , we were astonished to see th a t 
our! pa rty , w ith  its  hundreds o f thousands o f mem­
bers, and m illions  o f supporters in  the elections, 
fa iled to s trike  a single b low  a t the Fascists in  order 
to prevent them from  coming to power. O ur pa rty  
proved, to our great regret, to be incapable o f m ob il­
iz ing any substantia l section o f the w ork ing  class 
for the purpose of organiz ing th e ir  resistance to the 
advance o f H itle rism . To us th is  was evidence o f a 
serious, fundam ental weakness in  ou r p a rty  and its  
policy, both o f w h ich  are tested precisely in  such 
moments as the cruc ia l hour in  Germany.

It. is not tha t we are discouraged by- a defeat, 
fo r  we know th a t the p ro le ta rian  movement w i l l  rise 
again regardless of tem porary setbacks. F a r from  it .  
We remain today ju s t as confident o f our f ina l v ic to ry  
on a w orld  scale as we have always been. B u t the 
way to overcome a defeat is  to analyze its  causes 
and take the necessary steps to e lim inate  them or 
correct them. F a r from  doing th is, our p a rty  and 
manner. The fact of the defeat has no t even been 
acknowledged. No a ttem p t has been made by the 
In te rn a tio n a l o r any o f its  sections to examine in to  
the po licy  o f the past to find ou t w hat was wrong. 
No attempt, has been made to correct w h a t we see 
now qu ite p la in ly  to  have been our rad ica lly  false 
policy on “ Social Fascism” , o r the “ U n ited F ro n t 
O nly f i t  m Below” , or our incorrect analysis o f 
Fascism itse lf. E ve ry th ing  th a t was done in  the 
past, a i.d t lie  leadership w h ich  did it ,  has been ap­
proved w ith o u t reservations. Consequently, instead 
of lay ing  the basis fo r  overcom ing the defeat and

One other event has confirmed us in  our c ritic ism  
of the course o f the Com intern. T ha t is the L itv in o ff-  
Roosevelt negotiations. We know o f course th a t in  
dealing w ith  cap ita lis t governments, the Soviet Union 
is obliged to "g ive  and take” , to m ake concessions 
where necessary. B u t there are concessions’and con­
cessions. As Communists, we cannot and m ust not 
surrender anyth ing in  p rinc ip le  to the  ca p ita lis t 
enemy. And th a t is what, in  our opinion, was done 
a t W ashington by the representative o f the Soviet 
Union. We re fe r here to Paragraph F our o f the L it- 
\ inov le tte r In Roosevelt. In  the m inds o f every 
worker, and in the m inds o f the bourgeoisie itse lf, 
th is  paragraph pledges the Soviet U n ion to p ro h ib it 
the existence of the in te rna tiona l Communist move­
ment on its  te rr ito ry . I t  is pledged to prevent the 
residence on its  soil of any organ ization whose aim 
is the overth row  o f the ex is ting  social order in  the 
United States. The on ly  organ ization to which th is  
refers— or can re fe r— is the C om m unist' In te rn a tion a l 
and its  Am erican section (ou r P a rty ) whose h is to ric  
aim  is the replacement of the present cap ita lis t sys­
tem in  th is  country by the ru le  o f the w ork ing  class.

Not only we, the undersigned, bu t hundreds of 
other P a rty  and League members 
by th is  pledge o f L itv in o v . Even the newest mem­
bers o f our movement are uneasy and) uncom fortable 
in the face o f w hat happened. We have our own 
opinions on th is  question. We consider i t  our du ty 
to present, them to the membership. We also consi­
der i t  your du ty to present to us and to the mem­
bership the offic ia l standpoint of our p a rty  leader­
ship. It is only by discussing these questions openly 
in  the pa rty  and the League, dem ocra tica lly and 
freely, that the greatest good can resu lt fo r  our move­
ment.

i t  is fo r  th is  reason th a t we take th is  occasion 
to propose to you to call a jo in t c ity -w ide  member­
ship meeting of the P arty  and the League fo r  the 
purpose of hearing a report on the questions involved 
and o f g iv ing  the membership an oppo rtun ity  to ex­
press itse lf on them. Such a meeting is a most 
urgent need of the hour. We expect to present our 
views there in fu ll.

Such a meeting is a ll the more necessary a t th is  
moment because, as you know, there are many bu rn ­
ing problems confront our movement. Both the P a rty  
and the League are suffering from  rad ica l defects in  
th e ir  po licy and th e ir  w ork. In  the fie ld o f the un­
employed, in  the trade union field, and in  many 
others— ns has been pointed out, by the Open Le tte r 
o f the Central Committee— our w ork  is in  extrem ely 
had condition. The wav to correct i t  is to make pos­
sible ( i )  a dem ocratic discussion: (2 ) a fundam ental 
exam ination in to  pa rty  p o lic y : (3 ) a thorough re­
vision of it.

M ontreal Stalinists Answer M arxist 
Ideas with Hooliganism

Montreal.— The la s t few  weeks 
in  M ontrea l have been r ich  in  s tr ik ­
ing demonstrations o f the lengths 
to which the S ta lin is ts  are driven 
in  fra n tic  e ffo rt to suppress the 
ideas o f the L e ft Opposition. The 
organized row dy attem pt to d is rup t 
our meeting a few  weeks ago, the 
removing o f posters advertis ing  our 
meetings, the p icket-lines before 
our doors, the ejection of our dele­
gates from  the A n ti-F asc is t Confer­
ence now shrive lled to the dim en­
sions of a S ta lin is t caucus,— a ll 
these th ings points unm istakably 
to a hooliganism become ram pant 
a t the prom ptings o f fear.

The workers provoked to thought 
as a resu lt o f these scandalous 
methods w i l l  realize tha t the ques­
tion  o l working-class democracy 
cannot be relegated to the sphere 
o£ mere etiquette. P o litica l bank­
rup tcy breeds inev itab ly  the m eth­
ods of hooliganism. Gangsterism 
lias long been tile  weapon o f the 
re fo rm is t faker, the trade union 
bureaucrat, against the L e ft w ing. 
The S ta lin is ts , unable to w ithstand 
a M arx is t c ritic ism , are in troducing 
the same bag of tr ic k s  in to  the L e ft 
w ing. Comrades alarm ed by th is  

were deeply a ffec ted .10" 1 stench reaching t l io ir  nostrils  
1 w ill ponder and search u n t il they 
unearth the cesspool o f po litica l in ­
solvency from  w hich it  emerges.

A Staliinst Lecture on Germany 
On December 3, S. Sarkin, a 

local m andarin of the general line  
lectured at. the Jew ish C u ltu ra l 
Centre oiv the  tactics o f the O. P. 
in  Germany. W ith  the contents of 
the lecture its e lf we w il l  not con­
cern ourse lf here— a loud-mouthed 
rehashing of the la test wisdom of 
P ia tn itsky, sh rill-  w ith  con trad ic­
tions. based on the stupendous chock 
of the speaker and on his specula­
tion  on the ignorance of the aud i­
ence. A sample o r tw o w il l  suffice 
— “ The tac tic  o f tlie  U n ited F ron t 
was abandoned a fte r 1922 (the  year 
of they F ou rth  Congress!) because 
the Social-nomocracy became open­
ly  counter-revo lu tionary”  ( !  ! ) .  
"The defeat o f 1933 was to be traced 
to the e rro r made in  1920, imme­
d ia te ly  corrected and never again 
repeated, in  w ith d ra w in g  from  the 
re fo rm is t trade unions, “ The 13 
years o f system atic w o rk  within  
the trade unions climaxed w ith  
g row th  o f the R. G. O. ( ! )  to a 
strength (?) o f 310,000 in  1933.”  

The presence o f three “ T ro tsky - 
ites”  a t the lecture was eonugh to 
im part to i t  an atmosphere o f tense­
ness w h ich was worked up by the 
speaker to noth ing short of a lynch-

We hope th a t th is  com m unication w i l l  meet w ith  ing  mood. The evening was prefac-

ris ing  again to v ic to ry , the basis s t i l l  remains fo r the 
quoter usua lly  concocts a quota- a(j, j i t io n  o f new setbacks fo r  our movement no t only 

turn out ot a volume— of a t least,
30 pages. In  the second place, of 
the sentences w h ich had been to m  
out o f context and in d ire c tly  m an i­
pulated— only one has been d ire c tly  
d istorted. T ro tsky is quoted as 
fo llow s “ The ru lin g  apparatus en­
joys a great re la tive  independence.”  
Here is w lia t T ro tsky  rea lly  wrote, 
“Without having that absolute in-

us represented in previous issues of 
tin- M ilitant.

S C A N D IN A V IA .
Ou the question o f t lie  new pa rty  

the fq llo w in g  have been expelled or 
have resigned from  the B rand ler 
In te rn a tion a l (I-. V. K . O.— In te r ­
na tiona l Federation o f Communist 
O ppos itions): Communist P a rty  of 
Sweden, the M ot Dag group in  N or­
way. The Swiss section o f the 1. 
V. K . O. is likew ise a t odds w ith  
t in  B randlorites, though no expul-

W lia t comrade T ro tsky says in  
reference to the present p leb isci­
ta ry  regime in  the Soviet. Union is 
juxtaposed w it l i  Dan’s statement in  
reference to the d ic ta to rsh ip  of the 
p ro le ta ria t. T ro ts k y ’s analysis o f 
the political character of the Stal-

sionx nave as yet taken place. Com- inist bureaucracy is passed off as 
rade B ringo lf, the Swiss represents- the analysis of the class character 
tiras on the In te rn a tio n a l Committee | of the state in the Soviet Union, 
o f the I .  V. K . O., expressed the'

In Germany but, throughout the rest o f the world .

speedy and favorable action on you r part, and th a t 
you w ill consider i t  m otivated by a devoted in terest 
in  the w e lfa re  and progress o f the revo lu tiona ry  
movement.

W ith  Communist greetings,
(S igned) AT, DASCH. U n it 6. Section 8, 

B row nsv ille  Section Committee. 
B row nsville  Communist Party . 
IS ID O R E  L IP S C H IT Z , U n it 3, 

Y a u n g Communist League, 
(B ro w n s v ille ) .
D A V ID  LEE SER, U n it 11, Sec­
tion  11, B righ ton , Communist P.

Short Dispatches from Fascist Germany

fo llow ing  opinion a t a recent meet­
ing of th a t com m ittee : the C. I. 
has been relegated to the position 
of being an instrum ent fo r  Russian 
foreign p o lic y ; the 0. I .  has become 
a "hopeless case”  fo r  the West E u r­
opean p ro le ta ria t.

T liu  1. V. K . O. section in  Alsace- 
Lorra ine, one of its  greatest sec-

the
“ w ith  its  wide flun i

lions, is having s im ila r troub le j ) an identities 
w ith  t ile  center, in  Czechoslovakia*
1 Ik; B rand lerites have alm ost d is ­
appeared from  the scene. Only the 
Loyestnne Group in Am erica (a fte r 
the s p lit w ith  G itlow  and the pre­
sent differences w ith  the Zam m in ­
o r ity )  and the B ruud le r Group i i i  
Germany remain firm  w ith  the I.
V. K . O.

B u t perhaps we im p ly  too much 
by in fe rr in g  th a t the Lovestoneites 
themselves know the differences be­
tween the bureaucratic apparatus 
tha t lias usurped the a u th o r ity  of 
the October R evolution and the 
w orker’s state itse lf. Is  i t  a fte r 
a ll, excluded that, the Lovestoneites 
id e n tify  S talin ism  w ith  the d ic ta1 
to rsh ip  of the p ro le ta ria t ju s t as

d ic ta to rsh ip - 
apparatus”  ?

The Panter Affair. The a ffa ir  of 
the B r it is h  jo u rn a lis t, Panter, ac­
cused of espionage (as is w e ll 
known he had communicated to the 
B r it is h  press about a Nazi demon­
s tra tion  in  Kelhe in reporting  m il i­
ta ry  de ta ils) and incarcerated in  
M un ic li fo r  ten days ended inglor- 
iously to r Germany a fte r  he wae 
ordered deported. I t  is no t so 
w e ll known th a t he got the details 
regard ing the armed strength o f 
the S. A., etc., fro m  a jo u rn a lis t 
employe by Hugenherg’s TE L-U N - 
lO N , a certa in  Ackerm ann. The 
la tte r  has likew ise been arrested. 
Possibly the Hugenberg circ les in ­
tended to spoil the good re la tions 
between England and the T h ird  
Reich.

In  a  te legram  im m ediate ly a fte r 
Germany’s departure from  the 
League o f ‘Nations and disarm a­
ment conference, the German m un­
itio n  and heavy industry  magnate* 
hastened to express th e ir  deepest 
thank’s fo r the lega liza tion of Ger­
man rearm ing. K rup p  von Bohlen 
assured the Chancellor in  a telegram 
tha t German industry , w ith o u t any 
reservation, w i l l  support the na­
tion  on “ its  road of peace and 
honor”  which the chance llo r^ has 
shown the German people. K rup p

lias every reason to send telegram  
o f g ra titu de  to H itle r .

Index of Standard of Living
M arch and A p r il,  1933—79.4, M ay,

—80.5, June an il Ju ly— 80.9, August 1 August 1932 we find an in-
—80.7. The nourishm ent index alone! crease in  sugar of 2.7 percent, vege  ̂
rose from  70.7 in  M arch to 73.7 in 
June, declin ing in  August to 73.4.

and vegetables reg u la rly  declines 
in  th is  tim e and rises la te r on.

Comparison w ith  las t yea r: Com­
paring the prices o f August 1933

Just Off  the Press

T E N  Y E A R S
* A  rep o rt from  Ash, the Brand- 

lovite  “ strongho ld”  in  Czechoslov­
ak ia  says: “ O nly some 10 people 
s t i l l  a ttend t lie ir  ‘mass meetings’ in  
t i l ls  in d u s tr ia l center, as fb r  in ­
stance on November 1.”

P H I L A D E L P H I A
B A N Q U E T

To Celebrate our F ifth  Anniversary 
Benefit The “M IL IT A N T ”

On Sun. Dec. 24th 8 P. M.
at O ur Local Headquarters 

524 W . Thompson Street 
Admit One Subcsription 25c
Auspices: Communist. League (Op­

position) Philàdelph ia.

B R O W N S V ILLE  SPARTACUS  
SOCIAL

As a celebration of the second 
anniversary of Young Spartacus, 
the Brownsville Spartacus Youth 
Club w ill held a dance and social! 
on Saturday, Dec. 16tli at the M ili­
tant H a ll, 154 Watkins Street. I

H IS T O R Y  A N D  P R IN C IP L E S  
O F  T H E  L E F T  O P P O S IT IO N

By M A X  S H A C H T M A N

10c
7 Cents in  Bundles o f /  or M o re ; O rd er fro m :

PIONEER PUBLISHERS ,84 E. 10th St.,N.Y.C.

The sm all decline In the last month 
as explained by seasonal fluctua­
tion  since the price  fo r  potatoes

M I N N E A P O L I S  
N E W  Y E A R ’S E V E  A F F A IR  

Bridge —  Dancing Entertain­
ment —  Refreshments —  

Sunday, December 31, 1933, 9 P. M.
at 3(501 E ll io t t  Avenue 

Auspices: M inneapolis branch C. L. 
o f A. (Opp.)

Everybody Welcome........ Ailin. Free

I table 5 percent, beef products 4.3 
percent, b u tte r (5:5 percent, eggs 14 
percent, oleoma rgearine 34.3 per- union, sho rtly  a fte r its  form ation,

ed by rem arks from  S ark in  promis 
iu g  a “ live ly  evening” , “ acknow l­
edging the presence o f “ guests”  
(th is  a t the “ non-factiona l”  C ul­
tu ra l C entre), and the exhorta tion

c lo th ing  its e lf in  an unconscionable 
demagogy.

Argument Replaced by Epithet
W hat S ark in  lacked in  arguments 

he repaired w ith  epithets. There 
uus a, complete departure even 
from  tlie  term inology of p o lit ic a l 
discussion. T ile  time-honoured 
“ counter-revo lu tionary”  was rep lac­
ed by such delicate expressions as 
“ ra ts ” , "th ieves” , "band its ” , “ scoun­
dre ls". The m ig h ty  resources of 
th is  departm ent of the Jew ish ton­
gue were tapped w ith  a rem arkable 
thoroughness. The whole pe rfo rm ­
ance was clim axed by the speaker 
producing a co llection of iuprecorrs 
w ith  the w e ll-know n quotations of 
1903 and onwards.

B urk in  liad announced a t the be­
g inn ing of the lecture th a t a period 
of discussion would be allow ed " i f  
tim e pe rm itted” . T h is  having been 
la id  down lie proceeded to make 
sure th a t tim e would not a llow . 
Replies to questions took the fo rm  
o f irre leva n t harangues draw n out 
to absurd lengths. T h is  was in  
m arked contrast w it l i  t lie  procedure 
a t our meetings when we gave the 
S ta lin is t speaker more tim e than he 
cared to use. The a ttem p t to close 
the meeting w ith o u t discussion was 
thw arted by protests from  L e ft Op­
position comrades present.

Bedlam at the Meeting
Goretsky of the L e ft Opposition 

when fin a lly  allowed the floo r be­
gan a quotation from  Unser Kam i 
w h ich Xarkin lmd challenged us to 
produce. Sarkin attem pted to tear 
the paper fro m  bis hand, c ry in g  
tha t we wanted the o r ir  m il (n o th ­
ing less). T h is  was the signal fo r 
the breaking lose o f bedlam. Com­
rade Krehm , w h ile  asking the cha ir­
man fo r the floor, was struck tw ice 
in  the teeth. Our comrade was 
jostled off the p la tfo rm  and the 
meeting hu rrie d ly  closed. The S ta l­
in is t fa ith fu ls  had been worked up 
to a v ir tu a l pogrom s p ir it  by Rem- 
ogogue S ark in  and i t  was on ly  due 
to t lie  in te rven tion  o f some of the 
more hot-headed comrades present 
tha t f lu 1 violence was not greater 
than was a c tu a lly  the case.

A fte r  tile  close o f the meeting 
comrade K re lim  challenged Sarkin 
to debate the topic of the lecture, 
branding him  as ye llow  in  the 
event o f a refusal. The same cha l­
lenge has been repeated pu b lic ly  in  
the columns of the local Jew ish 
paper. W hether the S ta lin is ts , a f­
te r the defeat adm inistered to them 
at our last German lecture several 
weeks ago, w i l l  respond remains to 
he seen.

A lready w ith in  the S ta lin is t ranks 
protest, is m aking its e lf  heard 
against the hooliganism  o f the 
S ta lin ites tow ard the L e ft  Opposi­
tion . E very honest element m ust 
jo in , in  banishing these shameful

to the fa ith fu l to have “ th e ir blood ! methods, the product o f iw n ic  and 
b o il” . Never was there a more ; despair, from  the ranks of the work- 
despicable example o f ignorance ing-class movement.

A .F . of L. and M irro r  W o rkers
New Y ork .—The Novelty M irro r 

W orkers Union has again been de­
feated in  its  a im s to  constitute 
itse lf as a genuine trade union fo r 
the safeguarding o f the economic 
interests of a ll the workers in  the 
trade. Th is tim e the aims o f the 
workers were deflated by the A. F. 
of L . bureaucrats o f the In te rn a ­
tion a l Pocketbook W orkers Union, 
whose desire fo r  fa t  per capita fees 
and whose genuine fea r of any sign 
of m ilitancy  from  the workers, can­
not be questioned.

I t  w il l be remembered th a t the

C H I C A G O
N T E R N A T IO N A L  LABOR FO RUM  

2557 W . North Avenue 
Every Sunday 3 P. M.

Dec. 24.—Religion and Social Pro­
gress.
GEORGE K A T S IO L IS  
Communist o ra to r o f note. 

Dec. 31.— Workingclass Internation­
alism and Decisive Crises.
(A n  analysis o f the_causes 

leading to the dow n fa ll of 
the 3 workers In te rn a tio n ­
a ls.)
JO SEPH G IG A N T I 

________of Chicago L e ft Opposition
BROOKLYN O PEN FO RUM  
G E O R G E  C L A R K E

on
T H E  M E A N IN G  O F T H E  

REC ENT LY N C H IN G S  
Friday, December 15, 1933, 8 P. M. 

M I L I T A N T  H A L L
154 Watkins St. (cor. Belmont St.) 

A D M IS S IO N  10 CENTS

cent. In  short the effects of “ os- 
th il fe ”  (a id  to the eastern farm  
bgroua) are qu ite  apparent.

Unem ploym ent: The number of 
unemployed on October 1st am ount­
ed to 3,850,000, 150,000 less than 
tlie  previous month. (As is well 
known a t the end o f Janaury the 
figures stood a t 6,014,000). The 
fo llow ing  facts however complete 
the p ic tu re :

1. The income from  wage taxa­
tion  remains below the level o f 
last year according to the la test 
s ta tis tics o f the M in is try  of F in ­
ance wage taxa tion  brought an in ­
come o f:

In  August 1932, w ith  52,224,000 
unemployed. 60.9 million Marks.

In  August 1933. w ith  4,124,000 
unemployed,59.6 million Marks.

2. The figures of those a t w ork 
compare w it l i those o f the unem­
ployed, according to state sick in ­
surance, as fo llo w s :

August 1932 : 5,224,000 unemploy­
ed, 12.834,000 employed.

August 1933 : 4,124,000 unemploy­
ed, 13.716,000 employed.

Resulting in :  1,100,000 unemploy­
ed, 882.000 employed.

fe ll under the blundering leadership 
of the T. U. U. L. A fte r, an u n fo r­
tunate s trike— unfortuna te  in  the 
sense tha t i t  was led by the S ta lin ­
ists— th a t dissipated the energies of 
the workers, and alm ost robbed 
them o f a ll confidence in  trade un­
ionism, i t  become com paratively 
easy to convince a m a jo rity  o f the 
workers th a t the loss o f the s trike  
was not due to a couple o f “ skunks”  
but chiefly due to the syndica list, 
u ltra -L e tt policies of the Nessin 
leadership w h ich  la id  obstacles in 
the path of the s trike  and made a 
number o f workers lose hope too 
soon, causing them to go hack to 
w o rk  before the s trike  was ended.

Apply for A. F . of L. Charter
Consequently, a t a membership 

meeting— of 50 workers (ou t o f an 
o rig ina l 300)— sometime la te r called 
together, fo r  the purpose of discuss­
ing the question o f a ffilia tion , a 
m a jo rity  o f workers voted to apply 
fo r a cha rte r from  the A. F. of I,. 
The remainder, s t i l l  poisoned by 
S ta lin ist influence, walked out of 
the ha ll, com pletely d is rup ting  the 
meeting, and causing a serious sp lit. 
Im m ediately, a committee was 
elected— of which a member of the

M A S Q U E R A D E  B A L L

CH RISTM A S E V E  A F F A IR
On Christm as Eve, December 

24th, the B rooklyn  branch w i l l  hold 
a social a ffa ir  at, its  headquarters, 
154 W atk ins St.
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N e  w  y^a rs  JL ve
HOT JAZZ BAND

Germania Hall, i6th St., & 3rd Ave. 

December 31st 1933

PRIZES FOR BEST COSTUMES

Admission: $ 0  Cent.

Auspice^: N ew  Y ork Loca l, Comm unist League o f America (O ppositioo)
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Communist League was one— to 
s ta rt negotiations w ith  the In te rn a ­
tion a l Pocketbook W orkers Union.

The committee, a t f irs t, went to 
see H ugh Frame, head o f the loca l 
office of the A. F. o f L., who p ro ­
ceeded to an endless questioning 
and demanding statements and fin ­
a lly  came to the po in t— who is to 
have ju r is d ic tio n  over the union? 
The A. F. of L . fake r, very jealous 
o f his ju r is d ic tio n a l righ ts , decided 
th a t the In te rn a tio n a l Pockethook 
bureaucrats were lo  have the hege­
mony over the workers and th e ir 
foes.

Then fo llowed more meetings, 
th is  tim e w ith  Goldman of the 
l ’ockethooks, sub jecting the com m it­
tee to a most scrutinous investiga­
tion— How  many members? How  
many paying dues? How much 
money in the treasury? A ny Com­
m unist' influence?— a ll th is  was 
ca re fu lly  taken down, and a deci­
sion by the next Executive Counsel 
meeting promised. Then began an 
endless postponement from  week to 
week, more questions and more in ­
vestigations, u n t il f ina lly , a f te r  five 
weeks o f negotiations, the answer 
was given. No! W ith o u t any fu r ­
the r explanations.

The reaction to  a l l th is  from  the 
inexperienced unionists was u tte r 
disappointm ent and dejection. The 
S ta lin is ts  and th e ir  influenced v ic ­
tim s n a tu ra lly  capitalized on the 
s itua tion , again g iv ing  the same 
senseless arguments— the A . F. of 
L. does not w ant to organize w o rk ­
ers, the A. F. o f L. is on ly con- 
corend about pocketing the m oney; 
as i f  th is  were th e ir  chief mOliver 
fo r refusing to  a ffilia te  w ith  it ,  as 
il' a ll th is  and more was not c learly  
pointed ou t by the L e ft Opim sition 
and the decision was made to a f­
filia te  w ith  the A. F. of L. despite 
a ll tha t.

A Trade Union or a Sect-
The S ta lin is ts  succeeded in  n u ll­

ify in g  the fo rm er decision and 
pushed through a vote— on a much 
sm alle r seal*1—to  abandon negotia- 
tipns w ith  the A. F. o f L . and a ff ili­
ate w ith  the T . U. U. L . I t  is  w o rth  
m entioning th a t despite th e ir  a c tiv ­
ity , the vote was so slim  th a t they 
had to resort to the method of 
denying a vote to the chairm an—  
the cha irm an being a L e ft Opposi­
tion  worker.

The workers o f the M ir ro r  novelty 
trade m ust be made to realize th a t 
to continue w ith  th e ir  present in ­
tentions means the end o f th e ir  
union. A ffilia tio n  to the paper 
trade union center of the T . U. U. 
L. can help in  ino way to bu ild  
a genuine tradq! un ion able to  ex­
tend its  influence throughout the 
trade and become a rea l weapon to 
better the conditions o f the w o rk ­
ers. W hat is needed is a union, 
not a propaganda-resolutions-writ- 
ing club fo r the S ta lin  bureaucrats. 

—MIRROR WORKER.
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Discussion Article

TH E P R O L E T A R IA N  PARTY
(The w v ite r of th is  a rtic le  was 
fo r  over 10 yours a member of 
lie P ro le ta rian  P a rty  o f Am er­
ica, serving fo r several years 
on its  N a tiona l E ;e e ., , i\ ; ‘ Com­
m ittee, and to r a year and a 
ha lf, as its  N a tiona l Secretary, 
l i e  has recently resigned from  
the P arty  as a resu lt of the de­
cisions of file  convention held 
in  September.

T h is  a rtic le  is w r itte n  w ith  
the in ten tion  to no t on ly th row  
lig h t on the recent controversy 
in  the P ro le ta rian  P a rty  bu t 
also to exp la in  the pa rt played 
by the organization in  the A m ­
erican labor movement and| to, 
as nearly as possible, appraise 
the P a rty ’s usefulness to the 
to ile rs  o f the U. S.)
Im m ediate ly a lte r  the en try  of 

the U. S., in to  the W orld  W ar a 
tremendous amount of controversy 
n a tu ra lly  arose in  the Am erican 
labor movement as to the a ttitud e  
tow ard the war. Th is controversy 
was most apparent in  the Socialist 
P arty , whose leaders, like  the lead­
ers o f the European parties o f the 
Second In te rn a tion a l, lmd betrayed 
the oganization to the ca p ita lis t 
class, Opposition to the leadership 
became very strong and resulted in 
wholesale expulsion of the opposi­
tion  groups by the IL 'illqu it mach­
ine. The expelled groups form ed 
themselves in to  a Communist Party , 
a Communist Labor Party, a P ro le­
ta rian  U n ivers ity , etc.

H is to ry  of tlve P arty  
It. can be safely said tha t the 

P ro le ta rian  U n ivers ity  group 
(know n also as the .Michigan group 
and la te r us The P ro le ta rian  P a rty ) 
had the soundest position in  regard 
to the tw o  Russian revo lu tions of 
1917, in  the a ttitu d e  tow ard the 
Im p e ria lis t W ar, and in  M arx ian  
theory in general. They were at 
thu t tim e good students o f M arxism . 
Many o f the numerous blunders o f 
the other Left, w ing groups could 
have been avoided had they accept­
ed the ideas put fo rth  by the Prole­
ta ria n  U n ivers ity  group. Hut the 
ob jective conditions o f th a t tim e 
were not. conducive to care fu l study 
on the pa rt of the m a jo rity  of the 
L e ft w ing  members. The Bolshevik 
Revolution had ju s t established the 
ru le  of the workers over one-sixth 
of the earth 's surface. T h is  greot 
(•vent had kindled tremendous en­
thusiasm  and a keen desire fo r  ac­
tion  in  the breasts o f the Am erican 
workers bu t there was no corre­
sponding desire fo r care fu l and 
pa instak ing  study o f the event. 
-Most of the Left w ing leaders de­
clared tha t the tim e fo r study was 
past ¡uid the tim e fo r action had 
come.

As tim e passed the Communist 
P a rty  and the Communist Labor 
P a rty  became the W orkers’ P a rty  
w h ile  the P ro le ta rian  U n ivers ity  be­
came the P ro le ta rian  P arty . L a te r 
on the W orkers’ P a rty  received the 
recognition of the Communist In te r ­
national and thus became the Com­
m unist P a rty  o f Am erica. B u t the 
recognition o f the C. 1. d id  very 
l i t t le  to correct the e rro rs  o f the 
C. P. o f A. I t  remained te rr ib ly  
“ le ft  s ick” . I ts  programs were 
grossly re fo rm is ts  and opportun­
is t in  ch a ra c te r; (the LaF o lle tte  
inc ident o f 1924 is an exam ple). 
B u t the P ro le ta rian  P a rty  develop­
ed in  the opposite d irec tion  and op­
posed to the antics of the C. P. of 
A. a program  o f “ Education, Edu­
cation and m ore Education” . In  
its  intense desire fo r  correct M a rx ­
ian understanding the P. P. leaned 
over too fa r  and became almost ex­
clusive ly an educational organiza­
tion . B oth  parties occupied extreme 
positions. Thd great need was an 
organ ization th a t would combine in  
M a rx ian  proportions both educa­
tion  and action. B u t such an o r­
ganization d id  not, appear.

Proletarian  P arty and C. P.
I t  is d iff ic u lt to estimate the pa rt 

played by each of the tw o parties 
named, in d r iv in g  the other to  the 
opposite pole. Doubtless they exer­
cised some influence on each other. 
But. the objective factors were 
much more favorable to the g row th  
o f the fro th ie r, noisier organ ization 
— the Cl. P. of A. The great w o rk­
ing class sentiment in favo r o f the 
Russian Revolution was taken ad­
vantage o f to the fu ll by the O. P. 
of A. and resulted in  a good deal 
of popular a c tiv ity  such as strikes, 
demonstrations, demands fo r Soviet 
recognition, etc.

In  the P ro le ta rian  P arty  a firm  
and determ ined stand was taken 
against any sort of im m ediate or 
p a rtia l demands. A ny th ing  tha t 
showed signs o f ra lly in g  any con­
siderable number of workers to its  
support wits frowned] upon as op­
portunism  or le ft  sickness. I t  was 
a question on ly o f education, firs t, 
last and a ll the tim e, according to 
the leaders. The P a rty ’s programs 
were cold, dogmatic, a ffa irs  and the 
tactics fo llow ed were s tiff and in ­
elastic. P a rty  leaders prided them ­
selves on th is  stiffness and exp la in­
ed th e ir  “ tem porary iso la tion  from  
the masses”  as a sure sign of the 
correctness o f th e ir  position. “ The 
masses are not yet ready to accept 
such an advanced position. I t  w i l l  
take tim e to w in  a ..‘ considerable 
num ber toj th is  vievv. The Bolshe­
v ik  P a rty  was very sm all up to the 
eve of the revo lu tion and Lenin

him self said the revo lu tiona ry  pa rty  
m ight be sm all bu t good.”  Such 
were the arguments used, by the 
leaders. They d id  no t know, or 
they forgot, th a t a t the tim e Lenin 
w ro te this, the B olshevik pa rty  had 
several thousand members ih  Petro- 
grad alone and th a t the Bolshevik 
P a rty  was re la tive ly  sm all bu t not 
in s ign ifica n tly  so. A t  no tim e in  
its  h is to ry  d id  the P ro le ta rian  P a rty  
reach a membership o f 500.

Organizational Weaknesses
B u t in  add ition  to the program ­

m atic and tac tica l weaknesses there 
were weaknesses o f a s tru c tu ra l and 
organ izationa l nature th a t prevented 
the P arty  from  becoming a true  
Communist pa rty . These la s t were 
inherited from  the Socia list P arty . 
The P ro le ta rian  P a rty  cons titu tion  
is a typ ica l Socia list P a rty  docu­
ment, the term inology being in  
many places vague and indefin ite  
and leaving room fo r  qu ite  d iffe rent 
in te rpre ta tions. In  some places 
there is a definite dup lica tion  o f 
a u th o rity  provided, and th is  too in  
the -h ighest bodies o f the Party .

T h is  condition m ig h t have been 
excused years ago when the p r in c i­
ples o f Bolshevik organ ization and 
democratic centra lism , as outlined 
by Lenin, were s t i l l  unknown to  us 
here in  Am erica. B u t a fte r th a t 
tim e there was no excuse fo r  a 
pa rty  ca lling  its e lf revo lu tionary 
hold ing to such a constitu tion . The 

| recent controversy in  the P arty  
was based a lm ost en tire ly  on an 
attem pt to have the constitu tion  
changed so as to conform  to the 
princip les of dem ocratic centralism .

This a ttem pt was not the resu lt 
so much of deep though t as o f 
changing conditions, p a rtic u la r ly  
w ith  regard, to finances. Prom  the 
tim e the N ational Office of the 
P arty  was moved from  D e tro it to 
Chicago in 1922, and John Keracher 
was made N a tiona l Secretary, i t  
was almost en tire ly  a one man o r­
ganization w ith  Keracher as the 
one man. There were very few  able 
men in the P a rty  w h ich explains 
the outstanding position o f Kerach­
er. A  good deal o f the w o rk  o f the 
P arty  tha t should have fa llen  on 
the shoulders o f the N a tiona l E x ­
ecutive Committee was neglected 
by th a t body e ither on account of 
laziness o r in a b ility . T h is  w ork  
was taken care o f by Keracher, at 
least, u tte r  a fashion.

A One-Man Party
There was l i t t le  a ttem pt in  those 

days to re s tr ic t Keracher o r to 
critic ize  his methods o f ca rry in g  on 
the w ork  because such c ritic ism  
would have acquired a w illingness 
and a b ility  on the pa rt o f the c r it ic  
to undertake more, w o rk  him self,

as Keracher was always, obviously 
overloaded w ith  w ork. T h is  w illin g ­
ness and a b ility  d id  not ex is t any­
where in  the N. E. C. except in  a 
very lim ite d  degree. N a tu ra lly  the 
P a rty  became a d irec t re flection o f 
K eracher; a reflection o f h is weak 
po ints as w e ll as o f h is  strong 
points.

Previous to h is  revo lu tiona ry  
career Keracher was a sm all store­
keeper in  D e tro it. H e carried  in to  
the P a rty  w o rk  the same narrow , 
petty, ineffic ient methods th a t he 
had employed in  h is own business. 
H is  book-keeping and office proced­
ure a re  something atrocious and as 
an executive he is on a level w ith  
the average sm all storekeeper. T o  
place a man of th is  type in  the posi­
tion  o f chief executive, w ith  alm ost 
complete contro l, was to  condemn 
the organ ization to  sure death.

N ot on ly was Keracher incapable 
of any im portan t constructive w ork  
h im se lf bu t on those rare occasions 
when others of some a b ili ty  tr ie d  
to cooperate w ith  h im  he proved 
quite incapable of w o rk ing  w ith  
them harm oniously. He would a l­
ways oppose them and w o rk  fo r  
th e ir  do w n fa ll in  the P arty . H e  met 
honest critlcsm  w ith  tr ic k e ry  and 
deceit and also w ith  a ttack  on the 
m otives o f the c r it ic , a ll w ith  the 
ob ject of removing the c r it ic  from  
his position in  the P a rty  and, i f  
necessary, from  the P a rty  itse lf. 
T h is  so rt of th in g  has happened on 
more than one occasion.

The Peterson-I)ixon Group
In  1931 an a ttem pt was made by 

the Peterson-D ixon group, as mem­
bers o f the Executive Council, to 
in s tru c t Keracher, as N a tiona l Sec­
re tary , on m atters pe rta in ing  to the 
expenditure o f press funds. K e r­
acher had no great d iff ic u lty  in  
ge tting  th is  group expelled from  
the P arty  chiefly because the group 
was poorly organized apd becaues 
i t  weakened its  case before the mem­
bership tremendously by a ttack ing  
Keracher’,s personal character in ­
stead of s tick in g  to the revo lu tion ­
a ry  princip les th a t were involved 
in  the controversy. B u t in  the sum­
mer o f 1932 another controversy 
arose in  the P arty , and as a resu lt 
o f the same conditions th a t caused 
the firs t.

—JO SEPH K N IG H T .
(Continued in  next issue)

Problems of the Cuban Revolution

C U B A  A N D  M O N T E V ID E O

LABO R A N D  IN T E R ­
N A T IO N A L IS M ”

The Pioneer Publishers has sec­
ured a lim ited  number o f copies of 
Lew is L. L o rw in ’s h is to ry  o f the 
in te rna tiona l labor movement en­
t it le d  “ Labor and In te rn a tio n a l­
ism ”

Pioneer Publishers secured these 
books a t a bargain w h ich  w i l l  be 
passed on to the readers o f the 
M ilita n t who desire the book. The 
publishers price  is $3.00— I t  can be 
secured from  the Pioneer P ub lish­
ers a t h a lf price— $1.50 postpaid. 
Send orders t o :

P IO N E E R  P U B LIS H E R S  
84 East 10th Street 

New Y ork C ity

The great im portance o f the Mon­
tevideo Pan-Am erican Conference 
fo r the Cuban workers and th e ir 
Am erican im p e ria lis t masters can 
be seen in  the la test developments 
in  the w o rld ’s form er sugar bowl. 
A t  Montevideo the L a tin  Am erican 
cap ita lis ts , supported and inspired 
by the Eng lish and Japanese im ­
pe ria lis ts , are m aneuvering fo r  
advantages fo r  themselves and 
Uncle Sam’s r iv a ls  a t  his expense. 
The U. S. is s it t in g  so t ig h t ly  on 
the lid  th a t about a l l they can do 
is, to  borrow  a word from  the Blue 
Eagle general, chisel.

Just the same they have the A m ­
erican moneybags in  n delicate s it­
uation. I f  he makes a in iscue any 
place in  L a tin  Am erica w h ile  th is  
conference is  on they w i l l  squeeze 
h im  fo r  a l l they can get out of 
him .

S trike W ave Rising Again
The news coming out o f Cuba is 

fragm enta ry  and unreliab le, being 
e ithe r ca p ita lis t or S ta lin is t in  o r­
ig in . B u t i t  seems the Cuban 
w orkers understand th a t Uncle 
Sam’s necessity fo r  stepping w a r ily  
gives them  more la tt itu d e . The 
s tr ike  wave is ris in g  h igh again. I f  
H a rry  Cannes, head of the A n ti-  
Im p e ria lis t Delegation to  Cuba, is 
to be believed the workers of 30 
sugar m ills  in  Santa C lara pro­
vince have been involved in  strikes 
recently (D a ily  W orker, December 
9, 1933). The scope o f th is  s trug ­
gle can be seen from  the fac t tha t, 
according to the Cuban Review o f ; 
February 1927, there were 53 sugar 
m ills  in  th is  province in  1920, near­
ly  th ir ty  percent, o f a l l the sugar 
m ills  on the island, producing 
seventeen percent o f a ll the bags 
o f sugar o f th a t year.

O ther strikes are tak in g  p lace ; 
tobacco workers are out in  thou­
sands ; a l l the W oolw orth  Co. stores 
are closed, and have been bombed. 
Most im portan t among the strikes is 
the s trike  against the Cuban Elec­
t r ic  Co. o f w h ich Machado is a 
vice-president, an a ffilia te  of the 

| E le c tr ic  Bond and ¡Share Company, 
i The Em peror of America, J. P. 
M organ, is the big shot in  both of 
these outfits. How  big the E lectric  
Bond and Share is can be seen 
from  the fa c t th a t its  subsidiaries 
in  1930 supplied lig h t, power, gas, 
w a te r and ice to 1,520,000 Cubans, 
th ir ty -e ig h t percent of the) popula­
tion .

Im portance of the S trike
The im portance o f the s trike  lies 

not on ly in  the size and im portance 
ol' the company. The M a rtin  gov­
ernment, government of the petty 
bourgeoisie, is using the s tr ike  and 
the tem porary weakness o f the

Am erican im peria lis ts ’ position to 
consolidate its  position and delude 
the masses o f the country. The 
arm y h igh command to ld  the Cuban 
Departm ent o f In te r io r  delegates 
to the meeting o f the e lectric w o rk ­
ers w h ich  decided on the s trike  
tha t i t  would not in te rfe re  w ith  the 
s trike . T h is  is a bid fo r  support 
by the masses.

A t the same tim e i t  is p a rt of 
a mor,e comprehensive scheme: The 
government has issued an order 
to the. E lectric  Company to reduce 
its  e lectric  and gas rates by fo rty - 
five percent and had forbidden i t  to 
reduce salaries or discharge w o rk ­
ers in  ca rry ing  through th is  neces­
sary and insuffic ient reduction in  
the rates. In  a previous a rtic le  W’e 
gave the figures fo r  e lectric  ra tes: 
17 cents a k ilo w a tt  hour in  Havana 
an 20 cents in  the in te r io r ;  com­
pared to New Y ork which has a 
h igh ra te o f 6 and 5 cents a k ilo ­
w a tt hour. A  second order s truck 
at another Morgan ou tfit, the Cub­
an Telephone Company, a subsid i­
a ry  o f the In te rn a tion a l Telephone 
and 'Telegraph Company, also con­
tro lle d  by J. I*. Morgan.
Strategy of the M artin  Government

The attack on the u t i l i t y  rates is 
a sop th row n  to the petty bourge­
oisie who have had to  bear the 
t ra f f ic ; workers’ towns in  the in ­
te r io r  have long w ith o u t gas and 
e le c tr ic ity  although equipped to 
use them. The th rea t to take over 
the Am erican monopolies i f  they 
ceasetj operations in  protest against 
the rate reductions is a gesture 
made by the government to the 
a n ti- im pe ria lis t sentiments of the 
workers and pe tty  bourgeoisie. The 
order not to la y  off workers or cut 
wages is pa rt o f the bid fo r  sup- 
l>ort by labor.

Now the M a rtin  government can 
affo rd  th is  show of strength. I t  
doesn't cost i t  anyth ing  now. I t  
knows tha t on ly the most d irec t 
and serious th rea t to the stakes of 
W a ll Street in  Cuba w ill cause 
Roosevelt to r is k  arousing the whole 
of L a tin  Am erica and p lay ing in to  
the hands of England, France, 
Spain and Japan by sending armed 
forces in to  Cuba.

A t the same tim e  the government 
is strengthening its e lf  in te rn a lly ,

so th a t when the conference is over, 
or maybe before i f  a l l goes well, 
its  barga in ing hand fo r recognition 
by W ashington w i l l  be a whole lo t 
stronger.
Cuban Workers Need] International 

Support.
That is how the government fig­

ures the lay o f the land. B ut w hat 
about the workers? They are s t i l l  
pu tting  fo rw a rd  on ly economic de­
mands. We take tha t as a sign of 
the absence o f an in flu e n tia l revo lu­
tionary  Communist party . A  -Marx­
is t vanguard could take great ad­
vantage of the s itua tion  in  the in ­
terests o f the workers by conscious­
ly  ra is ing  the strugg le to the p o li­
t ic a l plane under the slogan of na­
tiona liza tion  o f in dus try  under 
workers’ con tro l of production. The 
weakness of the Am erican cap ita l­
is ts ’ position now is also, in  the 
last analysis, the weakness o f the 
M artin  government. T in; advanc­
ing w orkers’ movement could also 
count on the weakness of the A m ­
erican im peria lis ts ' position, its  pre­
sent, necessary reluctance to assist 
the beleaguered ]>etty bourgeois 
government.

The momentary weakness o f the 
j w o rld ’s leading im p e ria lis t power 
should be exploited in another way 

I to assist the Cuban revo lu tion. An 
'in te rn a tio n a l protest movement de- 
| manding hands off Cuba, centering 
j in L a tin  America, and on Montev- 
! ideo would cause W ashington great 
embarassment and would weaken 
its  position s t i l l  fu rthe r. I t  is  in  

i th is  connection and at th is  moment 
th a t we feel most acutely the col- 

j lapse o f the C. I .  and the national- 
i is t o rjen ta tion  of the Communist 
Parties.

I t  is not loo la te  to bu ild  the 
defense movement. T h a t task 
stands high on tin t agenda o f in ­

te rn a tio n a l working class problems, 
j The S ta lin is ts  have demonstrated 
| th e ir fa ilu re  to understand the 
i problem and bu ild  the movement, 
i The L e ft Opposition together w ith  
. a ll o ther revo lu tiona ry  elements 
| must take the in it ia t iv e  and issue 
I the ca ll to  the masses of the United 
i States and L a tin  Am erica, and the 
, en tire  w orld  to organize the move- I ment o f support and defense o f the 
Cuban revolution, 

i — T . STAM M .

P IO N E E R  P U B LIS H E R  NOTES
A  pamphlet on the h is to ry  of 

Soviet diplomacy under Lenin and 
under the S ta lin  regime is in  pre­
paration and w i l l  be published by 
the Pioneer Publishers. Th is pam­
phlet w i l l  present documentary ma­
te r ia l showing the rev is ion is t d ilu ­

tion o f Soviet fo re ign po licy  under 
L itv in o v -S ta lin , th tj g la rin g  change 
from  the f irs t  Commisar of Foreign 
A ffa irs  to the present incumbent, 
from  B rest-L itovsk to Washington.

Send a ll funds to  Pioneer 
Publishers, ,S4 East 10th Street, 
New P ork C ity.
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Discussion Articles 
Draft Resolution on the Tasks of the 

Spartacus Youth Clubs Proposed by 

National Youth Comm, of the C .L .A .
¡We p r in t below the d ra ft re­

solution on the tasks of the 
Spartaens Youth Clubs adopted 
by t ile  N ational Youth Com m it­
tee of the Communist League of 
Am erica. W ith  the pub lica tion  
o f th is  d ra ft  the columns o f the 
M il ita n t a re  opened f or co n tri­
butions on th is  question.

Comrades are inv ited  to send 
in  th e ir  contribu tions. A rtic le s  
are to not exceed 750 words.
The analyses of the causes o f the 

rise and func tion  of the Commun­
is t  youth movement contained in 
the theses on the Youth Question of 
the 2nd N ationa l Conference o f the 
Communist League o f Am erica (see 
M ilita n t,  August 15th, 1931) holds 
good in  a ll its  essentials today 
P a rt ic u la r ly  is th is  true  of the firs t 
three sections

“ 1. C ap ita lism  draws the youth 
o f the pro le ta rian  fam ilies in to  the 
productive process. The cheapness 
o f th e ir  labor (lower, the ir physical 
and in te llec tua l im m a tu rity , th e ir 
lack o f trade union organization 
makes them p a rticu la r ly  pro fitab le  
objects fo r  exp lo ita tion . These 
same, charetcristies and the needs 
grow ing out of them— need fo r 
physica l and in te lle c tua l develop­
ment, fo r  play, "socia l li fe ” — were 
le ft almost w lio le ly  unsatisfied. 
F rom  a position of helpers and ap­
prentices the youth were absorbed 
ever more in to  the general indus­
tries  and process o f capita lism .

“ 2. The Y. C. L. was founded in  
November! 1919 out o f a need fo r  
an organization w h ich  w ou ld  a t­
tract. ;he w o rk ing  youth towards 
Communism, w in, organize and tra in  
i t  fo r  J lie  Communist parties. The 
need fo r  a s(>ecial organ ization is 
ca lled  fo rth  by the psychological 
pecubuities o f youth— its  im m a tu r­
ity  and impulsiveness, its  im puls ive­
ness, its  special ac tiv ities— sports, 
“ social”  a ffa irs— and its  physical 
and in te lle c tua l requirements. These 
can be satisfied on ly by p a rtic u la r 
methods, ac tiv itie s  and organiza­
tion .

“ The Y. C. L.s are broad educa­
tion a l organizers o f youth. Com­
m un ist t ra in in g  and education re­
quires the in tim a te  lin k in g  up of 
the theoretica l w ith  the p ractica l, 
the study-group w ith  the fie ld o f 
the class struggle. The Y. C. L . 
is  in  the fo re fro n t of the struggles 
o f the w o rk ing  y o u th ; leads and 
organizes i t  fo r  im m ediate economic 
and c u ltu ra l needs and dem ands; 
struggles inside an outside the a rm ­
ed forces against cap ita lis t m il ita r ­

ism ; develops its e lf in  the struggle 
against the bourgeois and petty 
bourgeois (especially re fo rm is t) o r­
ganizations and influence, as the 
c u ltu ra l center and po litica l leader 
o f the youth.

League Subordinate to P arty
” T lie  League w hich aspires to be 

the leader o f a section of the w o rk ­
ing class, the youth, is p o lit ic a lly  
subordinate to the Communist 
pa rty , the vanguard of the pro le­
ta r ia t  as a whole. The strategy 
and tactics o f the pa rty  are the 
strategy and tactics of the League. 
T h is  po litica l subord ination is ac­
companied by the organ izationa l 
autonomy of the League, i. e., its  
r ig h t to elect its  own committees 
and officers, and regulate the 
League's inne r policies and life . 
P o lit ic a l subord ination is m ain­
tained by a capable p a rty  cadre in ­
side the League, w h ic li d irects and 
leads it ,  exchange of représenta- 
t i r s  on committees, and a  sound 
M arx ian  po licy  in  the class s trug ­
gle which the Leaguers w i l l  readily 
fo llow . A  thorough discussion of 
the pa rty  question affecting the 
League should take place du ring  
the la tte r ’s pre-convention discus­
sion.

“ The restatem ent o f these ele­
m entary and fundam enta l princip les 
o f the Communist youth, la id  down 
by the firs t three congresses of the 
Y'. C. L. is made im pera tive  by th e ir 
revision in  theory and practise, by 
the present leaders o f the  Com in­
tern and Y. C. I .

“ 3. 'L im ite d  experience w ith  Com­
m unist you th  w o rk  requires th a t 
you th  tactics, demands, slogans and 
special o rgan iza tiona l form s should 
be pu t fo rw a rd  no t as dogmas or 
finished products w h ich  have un iv ­
ersal v a liity , bu t ra th e r w ith  a view  
o f testing them in  practise, exam in­
ing  the results, and thereby la y ing  
the ground fo r more effective ta c ­
tics, slogans, etc. The Com intern 
under Z inoviev and la te r B ucharin  
and S ta lin  converted the Y. C. L.s 
Into fac tio na l pawns. Youth • po l­
icies were completely subordinated 
to  the fac tiona l requirem ents o* the 
moment.”

2. jThe election o f a na tiona l 
youth com m ittee and the establish­
ment o f “ Young Spartacus”  were 
two decisive steps w h ich  fa c ilita te d  
firs t, the organization o f the youth 
in  the L e ft Opposition, and second, 
the establishm ent o f a number of 
youth -clubs. A  la rge percentage 
o f the members o f these culbs are

fo r the firs t tim e  in  a w o rk ing  class 
organization.

A Uniform  Constitution
3. The action  o f the N a tiona l 

Youth Committee in  suggesting to 
the Spartaeus Y ou th  Clubs a u n i­
fo rm  constitu tion  w h ich  provided 
fo r  the p o lit ic a l subord ination of 
the Clubs to the L e f t  Opposition 
w h ile  o rgan iza tiona lly  autonomous 
and m aking the N a tion a l Youth 
Committee the prov is iona l na tiona l 
com m ittee o f the Spartacus Youth 
Clubs vYas a fu r th e r step fo rw a rd  
in our youth w ork.

4. Our e fforts  have been pro­
gressively in  the  d irection  o f a na­
tion a l Spartacus Youth  League 
w h ich  would func tion  as the Com­
m unist youth League in  the United 
States. This League w ill under­
take the tasks and assume the form  
outlined in  the first three section of 
our 2nd N ational Conference Youth 
theses (quoted above).

5. Th is does not exclude the 
poss ib ility  o f fo rm in g  o r cooperat­
ing  w ith , you th  groups w h ich  are 
not Spartacus Y ou th  Clubs, bu t 
steps in  th is  d irection, in  certa in  
loca lities where a S. Y. C. cannot 
im m edia te ly be forced. Under these 
exceptional circumstances the  
groups should bear o ther names 
than "Spartacusl Y ou th ”  and have 
the character o f discussion groups 
o r study classes. O ur comrades 
fo rm  frac tions  w ith in  them and a t­
tem pt to convert them in to  sections 
of our na tiona l organization. They 
should be considered as tem porary 
organizations.

Position Towards E xisting  
Youth Organizations

0. O ur a ttitu d e  tow ard the 
Young Communist League is  tha t 
i t  is a S ta lin is t organ ization in ­
capable of effective ly educating the 
youth to Communism or leading 
them in  struggle. W e continue our 
w ork  w itih n  the  Y*. C. L . in  order 
to w in  its  members to our ranks. 
In  a ll fields o f a c tiv ity  our o rgan i­
zation w ill appear as a r iv a l o f the 
S ta lin is t Y. C. L . w h ile  a t the  same 
tim e proposing to i t  and p a r tic i­
pa ting  w ith  i t  in  un ited fronts.

7. The ferm ent in  the Am erican 
Y. P. S. L . requires th a t we pay 
atentioni te w inn ing  the young So­
c ia lis ts  to Communism and the 
Spartacus Youth groups. We should 
endeavor to bu ild  a Communist 
fra c tio n  w ith in  the Y ipsels through 
which we can c a rry  on o u r pro­
paganda w o rk  in  th a t organization. 
A round th is  fra c tio n  we should 
bu ild  a broader L e ft  w ing  on the 
basis o f concrete class: strugg le is ­
sues con fronting  the young Social­
ists. On defin ite class struggle is ­
sues we w i l l  a ttem pt to fo rm  united 
fron ts  w ith  the  Y. P. S. L.

8. ¿t is  essential th a t in  the 
educational and propaganda o f the 
Spartacus Y outh  Clubs and Young 
Spartocus, Am erican revo lu tiona ry  
trad ition s , bourgeois and i w o rk ing  
class, p lay a predom inant role. The 
revo lu tiona ry  lessons o f the Am er­
ican Revolu tion o f 1776, the  C ivil 
W ar, the ea rly  Am erican labor 
movement, b iograph ica l sketches of 
outstanding revolutionary leaders,

and so on, should be stressed as an 
essential p a rt o f the education o f 
the class conscious youth. F o r th is  
purpose, popu lar pamphlets should 
be issued by P ioneer Publishers un­
der the im p r in t of the P rovis iona l 
N a tiona l Committee o f the Spar- 
tacus Youth Clubs (o r N a tiona l 
Committee o f the Spartacus Youth  
League o f A m erica ).

9. A  pam phlet under s im ila r 
im p r in t should1 be issued as soon 
as feasible on “ W ho A re  the  Spar­
tacus Youth?” ; th is  to be the f irs t 
o f a series o f u n ifo rm  pam phlets on 
the problems o f the Am erican young 
workers—covering you th  and indus­
try , youth ' and the school, unem­
ploym ent and the you th  and’ so on, 
A nother series o f un ifo rm  pffijp- 
phlets on the biographies o f ou t­
standing in te rna tiona l revo lu tion ­
a ry  .leaders should also be begun 
under youth auspices.

10. The Spartacus Youth Clubs 
(and League) should be extrem ely 
care fu l to avoid the m istake o f the 
Y. C. L . in  becoming a “ youth 
p a rty ” , th a t is , assume the i same 
organ izationa l forms, tasks, a c tiv ­
ities  and methods of w o rk  as the 
a d u lt Communist o rgan iza tion . T h is  
is inevitab le  in  the f ir s t  stage of 
tha  organization when the in it ia l 
cadres a re  being assembled. The 
Spartacus Youth Clubs should a t­
tra c t in to  th e ir  ranks you th  com­
ing to Communism ra th e r than fu l l  
fledged Communists whose place is 
in  the a d u lt organ ization. The youth 
organ ization should con ta in  youth 
whose average age is  17. O lder 
comrades should be d ra w n  in to  the 
ad u lt organ ization and g radua lly  
drop th e ir  membership in  the  youth 
groups. When the Spartacus Y outh  
League is organized the age lim its  
should be 15 to 23. Comrades over 
the age o f 21 who have been in  the 
Spartacus Youth groups fo r  more 
than six  months should jo in  the 
adu lt organization.

11. To avoid becoming a “ youth 
p a rty ”  tw o dangers m ust be avoid­
ed: F irs t, the danger o f separating 
the economlic w o rk  o f the  you th  
fro m  the ad u lt organ ization. Where- 
ever possible the in d u s tr ia l fra c ­
tions o f the you th  should w o rk  
together w ith  those o f the  adu lt 
organization. In  th is  fie ld  especi­
a lly , the youth groups are p o lit ic ­
a lly  subord inate to, and' should 
w ork closely w ith  the  ad u lt o rgan i­
zations. Secondly, the  danger of 
na rrow ing  down the Spartacus 
Youth  Clubs to advanced' o r  consci-, 
oils Communists by the fo rm ation  
of permament periphery organiza­
tions. The youth .theses o f the 2nd 
N a tiona l Conference correc tly  s ta t­
ed th a t one o f the  reasons fo r  the 
conversion o f the A m erican  Y. C. L . 
in to  a “ youth p a r ty ”  was precisely 
its  po licy o f fo rm in g  you th  sections 
o f every a u x ilia ry  o f the Commun­
is t pa rty , you th  clubs and groups 
o f a permament na tu re  w h ich  dup­
licated the essential educational, 
cu ltu ra l, and sometimes porpaganda 
w o rk  of the Y. C. L . The fo rm ation  
o f sports teams!, d ram atic  groups 
and the conducting  o f social ac tiv ­
itie s  should1 an im p o rtan t pa rt 
o f the w o rk  o f  the Spartacus Youth

Clubs w h ich  w i l l  make them  the 
c u ltu ra l centers o f the youth.

12. O ur a im  should be to  con­
ve rt “ Young Spartacus”  in to  a live  
and aggressive Communist propa­
ganda and ag ita tion  paper w h ich 
w i l l  a ttra c t the  youth to  Commun­
ism  and the Spartacus Youth 
groups. We should s trive  to  make 
i t  an e ight page sem i-monthly 
tab lo id  size paper w h ich  can actu­
a lly  reflect the problems and needs 
o f the young workers, educate them 
in  M arxism , and play an active  ro le 
in  the class struggle.

13. W e propose th a t the coming 
na tiona l conference o f the Commun­
is t League (O pposition) enpowers 
the na tiona l youth committee to, 
a t an ea rly  date fo llow ing  the con­
ference, ca ll a na tiona l convention 
of the Spartacus Youth Clubs and 
a ll other youth groups w h ich  are 
sym pathetic to Communism (as 
embodied in  the program  of the L. 
O.) and agree w ith  the essence of 
our youth p la tfo rm , to organize a

As fa r  as the L e ft Opposition is 
concerned the necessity fo r  a new 
Communist p a rty  has been accept­
ed and has passed the stage of 
discussion. Though the Idea o f a 
new p a rty  came &s a surprise to 
many members o f the L. O., its  ad­
v is a b ility  and necessity became so 
clear as the discussion developed 
th a t p ra c tica lly  not a single voice 
was raised in  opposition.

B u t, having accepted the idea of 
the necessity o f a new party , we are 
Im m ediately faced w ith  the ques­
t io n : w ith  whom and how to bu ild  
the pa rty . T h is  question of course 
was j>artly involved in  the discus­
sion on the necessity o f a  new pa rty  
bu t on ly inc iden ta lly . A t  present 
some more o r less c lear and defin­
ite  answer m ust be given. O ther­
wise there is  danger o f ou r w asting 
valuable e ffo rt and energy w ith o u t 
ach ieving any noticeable results.

I f  we answer the f irs t  p a rt o f the 
question— namely, w ith  whom— the 
answer to  the second p a rt—how— 
w i l l  read ily  fo llow .

T he  tem pta tion  is to take the 
easiest road. We w ant to organize 
a new pa rty . There are several 
groups w ith  strong leanings to­
wards Communist princip les. W hy 
not enter in to  a discussion w ith  
such groups, w in  over as many of 
them  as possible to ou r v iew po in t 
and fo rm  the new pa rty?  Such a 
so lu tion has a certa in  p la u s ib ility  
and, moreover, the path suggested1 
by i t  presents no serious d ifficu lties.

B u t to  depend upon discussion 
w ith  and w inn ing  over o f those 
who c la im  to be Communists or 
those who are trave lin g  in  tha t 
d irec tion  fo r  the fo rm ation  o f a new 
p a rty  is  to in y ite  sad disappoint­
ments.

In  the firs t place, the member-

Spartaeus Youth League along the 
lines proposed above.
International A ffiliation and Tasks

The task o f bu ild ing  a F ou rth  
In te rn a tion a l assumed by the In te r­
na tiona l L e ft Opposition raises t in  
necessity o f constructing a new 
Communist You th  In te rna tiona l. 
The  Spartacus Youth League of 
Am erica— when organized— w i l l  be 
tlie  Am erican section of th is  youth 
in te rna tiona l. I t  is our task to 
hasten the fo rm a tion  o f such a 
w orld  union o f youth w h ich  can 
give acti,ve support to the F ou rth  
In te rn a tion a l, and be p o lit ic a lly  
subordinate to it .  The Am erican 
Communist League is the on ly 
section o f the I .  L . O. w h ich  has 
behind i t  such a pow erfu l nucleus 
fo r  a revo lu tiona ry  youth organiza­
tion. Therefore a heavy p a rt of 
the w ork  in  the bu ild ing  o f a new 
w o rld  com m unist in te rna tiona l fa lls  
upon our shoulders.

ship o f the various Communist or 
near-Communist groups in  th is  
country is insign ificant. So tha t, 
even i f  we should succeed in  con­
v inc ing  a good proportion o f th a t 
membership o f the correctness o f • 
our ideas, we would not be much 
better off than we are a t present. 
In  the second place, the existing 
Communist and near-Communist 
groups have definite viewpoints of 
th e ir  own, viewpoints w h ich  they 
have clung to fo r qu ite a long time. 
I t  is fo lly  to expect th a t because 
we change ou r position  from  th a t 
o f considering ourselves a frac tion  
of the o ffic ia l Communist p a rty  to 
tha t o f a Communist group anxious 
to bu ild  a new pa rty , we should 
thereby almost im m ediate ly succeed 
In w inn ing  these groups over to  
our po in t o f view. Not so easy as 
a ll tha t.

The on ly possible method o f o r­
ganizing a new pa rty  in  the near 
fu tu re  on the basis o f the ex is ting 
Communist and near-Communist 
groups is to pe rm it a ll groups jo in ­
ing  in  the fo rm a tion  o f a new pa rty  
to lead a m ore o r less independent 
li fe  in  the new pa rty . T h is  of 
course is out o f the question. W hat­
ever i t  m ig h t be i t  would not be a 
Com m iin ist pa rty . I t  m ay be1 th a t 
some k ind  o f a federation o f Com­
m un ist groups would be advisable 
as a s'tep towards the fo rm ation  of 
a new Communist pa rty . T h is  is 
exceedingly doub tfu l bu t not by 
any means ru led out altogether. A t 
any rate, i t  would not be a party.

Does i t  fo llo w  then th a t we should 
cease discussing questions of p r in ­
ciples, and tactics w ith  o ther groups 
fo r  the purpose o f iro n in g  out d if ­
ferences and w inn ing  these groups 
o r some of th e ir  members to  our 
v iewpoint? Decidedly n o t! We

m ust merely recognize the lim ita ­
tions involved in  such a method 
and recognizing these lim ita tio n s  
emphasize another method which is 
more d iff ic u lt but w i l l  in  the long 
run  y ie ld  fa r  g re a te r results.

The tu rn  to a new pa rty  means 
a tu rn  to mass w ork fo r  the Im ­
mediate purpose o f ga thering  rev­
o lu tio na ry  workers fo r  the bu ild ing  
o f u new pa rty . Needless to say 
rec ru itin g  workers fo r  the bu ild ing  
of a new p a rty  cannot be success­
fu lly  accomplished merely by ex­
p la in ing  to them the correctness of 
the theory o f permament revo lu tion 
in  con trad is tinc tion  to socialism  In 
one country. W inn ing over w ork­
ers to our side means pa rtic ipa tion  
in  the w orkers ’ struggles. I t  means 
not o ijly  struggle bu t struggle on a 
correct basis w ith  correct slogans. 
I t  means the ga in ing of the confid­
ence of the workers in  ou r a b ility  
to lead.

The superio rity  and correctness 
o f our theories can be convincing 
to the workers through our success­
fu l ac tiv ities  in  mass work. B y th is  
tim e th is  proportion should require 
no argum ent. A  logica l presenta­
tion  oif the incorrectness o f the 
theory of socialism in  one country, 
i f  no t accompanied w ith  p ra c tica l 
revo lu tiona ry  w ork  in  the trade 
unions, amongst the unorganized or 
amongst the unemployed w i l l  be 
met by a mere shrug of the shoul­
der. E ffective w o rk  amongst the 
employed and unemployed workers 
w i l l  make them very sympathetic 
to the idea of bu ild ing  a  new pa rty .

To use comrade T ro tsky ’s phrase 
o f the tw o levers, one can say th a t 
there are two levers w h ich we 
must use in  preparing the ground­
work lo r  the new pa rty . One is  
the sho rt lever o f discussion w ith  
those who have already accepted 
most of the fundam ental princip le« 
o f Coipmunism and w ith  those who 
are trave llin g  away fro m  the social- 
democracy towards Communism. Tha 
other is  the long and more Im port­
ant lever o f organizing employed 
and' unemployed workers, p a r tic i­
pa ting  and leading in  their; s trug ­
gles and by sucli ac tiv ities  w inn ing  
over new forces w it l i  w h ich to bu ild  
the new party .

A  tu rn  to rea l mass w ork w i l l  be 
a very valuable tra in in g  fo r our 
members. I t  w i l l  mean th a t they 
w il l  no longer confine themselves 
to the study and discussion o f w ha t 
m igh t be termed pure ly  Communist 
and in te rna tiona l questions. O ur 
members confronted w ith  the task 
o f ta lk in g  to workers w i l l  learn a 
new language and w i l l  concern 
themselves, in  add ition  to questions 
o f Communist theory, w ith  ques­
tions affecting the everyday li fe  o f 
the w orker. O ur members w i l l  
learn the • in tim a te  connection be­
tween in te rna tiona l and h igh ly  
theore tica l questions on the one 
hand and the more Im m ediate pro­
blems o f the w o rk ing  class.

1 — A LB E R T GOLDM AN.

W ith  W hom  and H ow  Shall W e  Build 

the N ew  Communist Party
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E D IT O R IA L
The Leipsig Prisoners and the 

Boycott o f Germany

AS the monstrous travesty o f a t r ia l  a t  Le ipzig  
approaches its  denouement the workers o f the 

w o rld  are called to solidarizei w ith  the  Communist 
prisoners in  the  Fascist dock on an in te rna tiona l day 
o f pro test December 19. We are fo r  th is  action w ith  
a l l  ou r hearts and bespeak fo r  i t  the f irm  and un­
animous support o f the workers. Regardless o f a ll 
differences o f Opinion o r a ffilia tio n  w h ich  may div ide 
them, the workers o f the en tire  w o rld  oughjt to 
stand1 united in  a  common bond o f so lid a rity  w ith  the 
Le ipzig prisoners and s tr iv e  by a l l  means in  th e ir  
power to  save them  fro m  the executioner’s k n ife  th a t 
is poised over th e ir  heads.

The heroic prisoners a t Le ipzig, fac ing th e ir  
Fascist accusers undaunted and proc la im ing th e ir  
Communist fa ith  before the whole w o rld , are the 
brigh tes t symbols and most in sp ir in g  representatives 
o f the libe ra tion  strugg le o f the p ro le ta ria t. The 
in te rna tiona l dem onstration in  th e ir behalf on De­
cember 19 is a f it t in g  occasion fo r  the workers to  
roa r a m ig h t pro test against th e ir  assassination. We 
sincerely tru s t th a t no considerations o f any k in d  
whatever w i l l  prevent a un ited  action o f the  in te r­
na tiona l p ro le ta ria t on th a t day.

B u t w a rm ly  as we support the pro test demon­
s tra tio n  we have to recognize th a t protest alone, no 
m atte r how loud ly i t  may resound throughout the 
w o rld , is  no t sufficient in  th is  case. The w ild  beasts 
o f Fascist barbarism  care no th ing  fo r  pub lic  opin ion 
and w i l l  not be restra ined by it .  W hat is  needed is 
a dem onstration o f power by the in te rna tiona l w o rk ­
in g  class. W hat is needed is ari ac tion  th a t w i l l  
s tr ike  d ire c tly  a t the Fascist regime and compel the 
brow n s h ir t  m urderers to pause in  th e ir  bloody 
course. Such an action, en tire ly  feasible and pos­
sible! and1 flow ing  w ith  irre fu ta b le  log ic ou t o f the 
e n tire  s itua tion , is the boycott o f transport and com­
m un ica tion  to and from  Germany fo r  a definite, 
lim ited  tim e

In  the proposal fo r th is  boycott, w h ich has been 
made by the In te rn a tion a l L e ft Opposition, there is 
no th ing  adventurous o r unrea lis tic . N e ithe r is i t  pu t 
fo rw a rd 1 w ith  an exaggerated estim ation o f the re ­
su lts  i t  can yie ld. The boycott is  possible; a l l tha t 
is  needed is an agreement o f the various w orkers ’ 
organizations w h ich  w i l l  libera te  the w orkers ’ w i l l  
to  act u n ited ly  in  the an ti-Fascis t struggle. The 
boycott w i l l  not overth row  Fascism— fo r th a t a re­
v o c a t io n  of the labor movement in  Germany is  nec­
essary. B u t the boycott can deal a heavy blow  to 
the Fascist regime. I t  can te r r ify  the  inhum an 
monsters w ith  its  menacing im plica tions, and w rest 
concessions fro m  them. I t  can save the lives o f the 
intended1 v ic tim s o f the Reichstag fire  frame-up. And 
i t  can be an e lectric  message to  the to rtu re d  prole­
ta r ia t  o f Germany tha t i t  has friends in  the w o rld  
ready to  help them to th e ir  feet again. The boycott 
can be a m igh ty  fo rce  fo r the  re v iva l o f the  German 
labor movement in  a struggle fo r the overth row  o f 
Fascism on the road to Soviet Germany.

F o r the defense o f the Le ipz ig  prisoners and 
the beginning o f a re a l in te rna tiona l struggle against 
Fascism the transport boycott o f H it le r ’s! Germany 
stands on the order of the day. L e t us press fo rw ard  
along th is  line. Le t us make December 19th a day 
o f un ited protest leading d irec tly  to  a un ited  fro n t 
o f ac tion !

Cuba and the Comintern

W H A T  is the opinion o f the Com m unist In te r ­
na tiona l on the tasks o f the Cuban revo lu tion? 

- W hat advice does i t  o ffe r the Cuban workers fo r  the 
so lu tion  o f th e ir  complex and d ifficu lt problems? And, 
s t i l l  more im portan t, w ha t is i t  doing in  a concrete 
and p ra c tica l way to help th row  off the  yoke o f Am ­
erican im peria lism ? These are questions o f the  great­
est im p o rtan t a t the present moment, and the rev­
o lu tio na ry  workers o f the U n ited States, as o f Cuba 
and the whole o f L a tin  America, a re  en titled  to a 
s tra ig h tfo rw a rd  answer

I t  is  no sm all m atter. Cuba m ay very  w e ll tu rn  
out to be the A ch illes  heel of the W a ll S treet mon­
ster. The contrad ictions between its  dom ination by 
U. S. im peria lism  and the li fe  in terests o f the 
masses are a t the explosive po in t there. For many 
weeks now the strugg le has been blazing in to  a con­
flag ra tion  w h ich  the whole w o rld  could see. The 
workers on their* own in it ia t iv e  have been tak in g  
possession o f Am erican properties and have even, in  
some instances, proceeded to the fo rm a tion  o f local 
Soviets. Thq Island' is  small, bu t the up ris ing  o f its  
people has an enormous stra teg ica l im portance and 
m ora l power. The W a ll S treet bandits ju s tly  regard 
i t  w ith  apprehension as the peoples o f L a tin  Am erica 
and the conscious w orkers in  the U. S. look to i t  
w ith  sym pathy and hope. The U. S. bandits stand 
ready to  crush the revo lt w ith  t,he b ru ta l force o f 
armed in te rven tion . The workers and the peoples 
ought to be shown the w ay to u n ify  a l l th e ir  efforts 
w ith  those o f the Cuban workers fo r  the fru s tra tio n  
o f these designs.

T h is  is a problem  on w h ich  the “ General Staff 
o f the W orld  R evo lu tion”  ought to speak ou t c learly . 
The Com intern was organized fo r  ju s t such purposes, 
and th a t is the way i t  acted in  Len in ’s tim e. In  such 
a case— under Lenin— i t  w ou ld  have pu t the  conclu# 
sions o f in te rna tiona l experience a t the disposal of 
the  oppressed and explo ited in  order to  steer the 
strugg le  onto the r ig h t path. I t  would have -brought 
the w e igh t of its  in te rn a tio n a l a u th o rity  to bear to  
u n ify  the strugg le  and im pel i t  fo rw a rd1. Remember 
the bold manifestoes of Len in ’s Com intern on Ire land1 
and Ind ia , the appeals to  the H ungarian  Igoviet, to 
the German workers, etc. Or, closer home, reca ll 
Len in ’s famous “ Le tte r to  the Am erican ¡Working- 
men”  and a dozen other le tte rs  and1 resolutions, open­
ly  and pu b lic ly  adv is ing  how to organize the fig h t 
against Am erican Im peria lism . In  the present in ­
stance, filled  w ith  such great po tentia lities , the Com­
in te rn  o f S ta lin  remains as s ilen t as the grave. And 
as fo r  S ta lin  h im self, the “ best .disciple of Len in ” , his 
mouth, as the saying goes, m igh t be filled1 w ith  w a te r 
— he cannot u tte r a w o rd  o f advice, encouragement 
o r hope on the grandiose events in  Cuba.

Is th is  “ non-in tervention”  in  the  Cuban revolution 
a deliberate policy? W as an express promise to keep 
“ Hands off Cuba”  a p a rt o f the W ashington agreement 
for Recognition? I f  not, please exp la in  the precise 
m eaning o f the fo llo w in g  clauses in  L itv in o ff ’s le tte r : 

“ 4. N o t to  pe rm it the fo rm a tio n  o f residence on 
its  te r r ito ry  o f any organ ization o r group— and to 
prevent the  a c tiv ity  on its  te r r ito ry  o f any organiza­
tio n  o r group, o r o f representatives o r offic ia ls o f any 
organization o r group, w h ich  has as an a im  thè  
overthrow of, o r b rin g in g  about by fo rce  of a change

in , the p o lit ic a l o r social order o f the  whole o r any 
pa rt o f the U n ited  States, its territories or posses­
sion».”

T his treacherous pledge, w h ich  brings the blush 
o f shame to  every revo lu tion is t, does no t re fe r to 
some “ te r r ito ry ”  on the  moon. I t  refers, d irec tly  and 
concretely, and a t the present moment, to Cuba.

In  our op in ion ,' and we say i t  w ith  b lu n t and 
b ru ta l frankness, i t  was e x p lic it ly  so discussed and 
understood in  the negotiations. I f  ou r op in ion is 
wrong, we stand ready to be corrected1. The S ta lin  
p a rty  has a way to  do it .  However, fo r  th is , b luster 
and fu lm ina tion , lies and boasts w i l l  not ava il. O nly 
a  few simple actions are needed.

Le t the D a ily  W orker p r in t a m anifesto o f the 
Com intern on C uba!

Signs of the Coming Storm

A MONG other characteristics the lynchings wave 
demonstrated a fea tu re  w h ich  can be compared 

on ly  w ith  trop ica l storms. L ik e  its  m eteorological 
counterpart, the lynch ing wave appeared suddenly 
and raged w ith  great violence. L ik e  many a h u r­
ricane i t  may reverse its  course and sweep back 
again. T h a t remains to  be seen.

N ot alone the lynch ing  wave comes up suddenly, 
and runs its  course w ith  unrestra ined violence. These 
features are cha racteris tic  now of a lm ost every large 
scale social event. The s tr ike  wave o f la s t summer 
was marked, among other things, by the speed w ith  
w h ich  i t  developed and the violence w h ich  accom­
panied it .  In  nearly  every large s tr ik e  there was 
not on ly the usual ca p ita lis t rou tine  o f police b ru ta l­
ity , but bloodshed: Paterson, Am bridge, the  Penn­
sylvania captive m ine s trike , etc.

The fa rm  r io ts  o f the m iddle W est las t spring 
against foreclosures also shot across the socia l-poli­
t ic a l sky lik e  a meteor. They too were m arked by 
violence. A t Lemars, Iow a, the farm ers dragged a 
judge from  his cou rt by a rope around his neck. The 
bitterness o f the Iow a fa rm ers and the v io len t energy 
engendered by i t  is  explicable when one understands 
th a t 60 percent of the mortgaged farm s in  the United 
States are to be found in  Iow a.

As the ca p ita lis t system disintegrates fu r th e r the 
social weather is going to get s torm ie r and1 storm ier. 
The great reservo ir o f violence which these events 
ind ica te is going to burst. Social upheavals, the lik e  
o f w h ich  the w o rld  has never seen, are in  store and 
w i l l  very lik e ly  develop w ith  f r ig h tfu l speed. The 
events we have described are lig h tn in g  flashes and 
thunderclaps th a t herald the coming storm .

The reservo ir can bu rs t in  one o f tw o  d irec tio ns : 
in  the w orkers ’ in terests or against them. W hich 
d irection  the flood takes w i l l  depend on the prepar­
edness o f the classes— on whether the vanguard w o rk ­
ers have constructed a revo lu tiona ry  Communist 
p a rty  and established its  influence. W ith o u t i t  the 
flood can engu lf them. We have no tim e  to lose. A l l  
revo lu tiona ry  elements should devote themselves to 
the f irs t task a t h a n d : the bu ild ing  o f a neWi and 
genuine Communist p a rty  in  the U n ited  States.

The Scottsboro Struggle

TH E  efficient judge who presided over the th ird  
t r ia l  o f Patterson and the second t r ia l  o f N o rris  

has sentenced both boys to  burn  in  the cha ir. The 
tr ia ls  of the others were postponed u n t il next spring. 
The appeal o f the defense to  the Supreme C ourt of 
A labama acts as an autom atic stay o f execution.

F o r n igh on three years the f ig h t has been waged 
to save the Scottsboro boys fro m  death and set them 
free. I t  has been a h is to r ic  figh t, in vo lv ing  hundreds 
o f thousands o f w orkers a l l  over the w orld . A t 
Chemnitz, Germany, in  1932 w orkers in  a Scottsboro 
protest dem onstration were shot down by police un­
der a social dem ocratic regime.

The execution o f the boys was prevented so fa r  
on ly by th is  figh t. T h a t is  true . B u t we are no 
nearer ge tting  them off altogether. One has been 
tr ie d  three tim es and one tw ic e ; the others once, 
a lm ost ‘ three years ago. Has there ever been a 
greater travesty on justice? I t  should be p la in  to 
every one th a t i t  is no t a t a l l  a question o f deter­
m in ing  g u ilt  o r innocence. The boys are innocent 
o f the crim e charged against th e m ; th a t is clear be­
yond a doubt.

The cap ita lis ts  long ago demonstrated th e ir  in ­
ten tion  o f bu rn ing them  in  the e lectric  cha ir. I f  
they are s t i l l  in  ja i l  i t  is  ou r fa u lt.  We have not 
been able to bu ild  a mass movement strong enough 
to force th e ir  release. The movement has to  be 
broadened. The troub le  w ith  i t  now is  th a t i t  is 
composed alm ost en tire ly  o f S ta lin is t organizations. 
And tha t, today, is  fa r  from  enough.

The problem  is how to get the workers in  the 
A. F. o f L., independent unions, under the influence 
o f the Socia list P a rty  and the I .  W . W., and a ll the 
defense organizations and libe ra ls  to get together 
behind the fight.

The f irs t step is the convocation o f genuine u n i­
ted fro n t conferences w ith  guarantees o f democratic 
representation and conduct.

E ith e r way there is no tim e  to lose. The legal 
lu l l  in  the  case is  no t a tim e  to re lax. I t  is  an op­
p o rtu n ity  to work, to bu ild  a pow erfu l protest move­
ment.

Soviet Policy and Turkish Terror
Stalinist Diplomats Praise Oppressor of Turkish W orkers as Best Friend

The D a ily  W orke r of November 
30 reported th a t a delegation of 
T u rk ish  workers in  the U n ited Sta­
tes w o u ld  be v is it in g  the loca l 
T u rk ish  consul to pro test against 
“ the murderous persecution o f rev­
o lu tionary  T u rk ish  workers by the 
K em a lis t government. The delega­
tion  w i l l  demand,”  i t  was announced 
“ the  release o f 200 T u rk ish  Com­
m unists fac ing  death in  the T u rk ish  
dungeons and the resto ra tion  o f the 
citiznesh ip of 35 Communist lead­
ers deported in  1926.”

The C. P. organ concluded tha t 
the delegation called upon the w o rk­
ers o f the U n ited States “ to active ly  
support the strugg le fo r  the re ­
lease o f these prisoners, fo r  the 
smashing of the b ru ta l an ti-w o rk ing  
class te rro r of the K em a lis t gov­
ernment, w h ich  is  supported by the 
same W a ll Street im peria lis ts  who 
today, under the ‘New Deal’, are 
ru th less ly  increasing th e ir  robbery 
and m urder of the w h ite  and Negro 
masses of th is  country.”

I t  goes w ith o u t saying th a t every 
las t member of the L e ft Opposition 
both here and in  other countries, 
endorses th is  protest against the 
vicious K em a lis t terror> in  Turkey, 
the T u rkey  th a t was “ libe ra ted” 
from  im p e ria lis t dom ination in  the 
early  post-war period w ith  the aid  
of Soviet arms. B u t we have a 
m ind to reca ll to the memories of 
the S ta lin is t ed itors o f the D a ily  
W orker, and the readers o f th a t 
paper, certa in  h is to rica l facts w h ich 
ind ica te th a t the T u rk ish  govern­
ment enjoys no t m erely W a ll Street 
support bu t also the support of the 
present S ta lin is t fac tion  w h ich dic­
tates the policies of the Soviet gov­
ernment.

K arakhan and Pasha
I t  is recorded th a t a t the end of 

1929 Lev. Karakhan, d ip lom atic  re­
presentative of the Soviet govern­
ment, made an o ffic ia l t r ip  to Kem ­
a lis t Turkey, where, even a t th a t 
tim e, there was proceeding a “ m u r­
derous persecution o f revo lu tion ­
ary  T u rk ish  workers.’ K arakhan 
took occasion to  in fo rm  in q u ir in g  
jo u rn a lis ts  th a t the T u rk ish  m in i­
ster of fore ign affa irs, T ew fik  Rus- 
hd i Bey, was his “ best fr ie n d ”  and 
th a t he “ harbors fee lings o f the 
deepest respect”  towards the presi­
dent o f the council, Ism et Pasha.

Conventional language of d ip lom ­
acy? T h is  attem pted excuse is too 
feeble. For m ust not Soviet d ip ­
lomacy ba consistently d is tingu ish­
ed from  the diplom acy of other 
states, its  p ro le ta rian  character 
made always clear? And should i t  
not be the du ty of Soviet diplom ats 
to avoid sow ing illusions? O r d id  
K arakhan re a lly  regard Bey as h is

W hy ?

FO R EIG N  Commissar M axim  L itv in o v  was sneaked 
unobtrusive ly in to  the Soviet Union on Decern 

ber 9 when he arrived  home a fte r having scored the 
most signal ' ‘d ip lom atic  v ic to ry ”  o f h is career in  
the agreement he entered in to  w ith  Roosevelt a t 
W ashington la s t month.

Reported the New York Times: “ There was no 
fo rm a l reception o r de m onstra tion ...  .The pub lic  was 
not in form ed in  the newspapers th a t he w ou ld  re tu rn  
today.”

W hy?
D id  the S ta lin is ts  perhaps shrew dly ca lcu la te  

th a t p r io r  anouncement o f L itv in o v ’s a rr iv a l m ig h t 
have lead1, not to a dem onstration o f welcome by the 
Soviet workers, b u t to a popu lar d isplay o f anger and 
disgust a t the S ta lin -L itv in o v  sale o f the T h ird  In ­
te rna tiona l to Am erican im peria lism ?

L itv in o v  had to s lin k  home, b u t1 W ill ia m  G. 
B u llit t ,  the  Am erican ambassador, who a rrive d  a day 
a fte r him , was o ffic ia lly  greeted a t the fro n t ie r  and 
given a reception in  Moscow. “It  was the f irs t  tim e 
in  the h is to ry  o f the Soviet government” , the  New 
York Times reported, “ th a t any fo re ign  ambassador 
had1 been m et a t  the fro n t ie r  o r shown any a tten tion  
whatsoever before a rr iv in g  in  Moscow,”

Why?

“ best fr ie n d ” ? I f  so he was un-' 
fitted  to represent the Soviet power. 
I f  not, w hy create an illu s io n  and 
deceive the masses as to the true 
character o f the T u rk ish  foreign 
m in is ter and his government?

B u t K arakhan had more to say. 
On his a rr iv a l a t Angora he sa id : 
"T h is  c ity  reflects the calm  and 
firm  security w ith  w h ich  the new 
Turkey is b u ilt, w h ich  supports i t ­
se lf upon its  own forces and PUTS 
ITS HOPES IN  T H E  C R E A T IV E  
FORCE OF IT S  PEO PLE A N D  
T H E M  ALO NE . W hat I  have seen, 
especially in  th is  regard, is not 
strange to me. T H E Y  A R E  T H E  
SAME ID E A S  A N D  T H E  SAME 
S TATE OF M IN D  T H A T  PR E­
V A ILS  IN  OUR CO UNTRY.”  We 
are bu jld ing  up our life , our m ater­
ia l and in te lle c tua l cu ltu re, by bas­
ing ourselves on the creative power 
ot the jieoples of our Union.”

The government, and the economic 
and social systems of Turkey have 
not changed.since these words were 
spoken by K arakhan. I t  is there­
fore pertinent to inqu ire  how the 
Am erican S ta lin is ts  today can as­
sociate themselves w ith  a protest 
action against a government w h ich 
has the "same ideas”  as the Soviet 
government?

The “ New T urkey ”
B u t le t us pass on. The well- 

known Soviet w rite r, L. V. N iku lin , 
returned to Moscow in  J u ly  of th is  
year from  an extended t r ip  to T u r ­
key— the same K em alis t Turkey 
about w h ich K arakhan before him  
had enthused so fe rven tly . H is  im ­
pressions o f the country were pub­
lished in  the Soviet press w ith o u t 
comment, there fore w ith  approval. 
N ik u lin  was us enthusiastic as 
K arakhan had been. H e compared 
the "o ld  T u rkey ”  w ith  the “ new 
T urkey ” , s ta ting  th a t “ the obvious 
difference between the new Turkey, 
the Turkey o f People’s Palaces, 
schools, un iversities, in d u s tr ia l con­
s truction , and the Turkey o f the 
fez, the yashmak, m ental to rpo r and 
A rab cafterias had become quite 
clear to me.’ F rom  the words 1 of 
both N ik u lin  and K arakhan, i f  they 
were accepted a t th e ir  face value, 
the workers in  the Soviet Union 
and in  o ther countries m ig h t be 
pardoned fo r  d raw ing  the conclu 
sion th a t there is no need fo r  pro­
le ta ria n  revo lu tion  in  Turkey. Cer­
ta in ly , the Am erican workers, de 
eeived and confused by the S ta lin ­
is t scribblers on the D a ily  W orker, 
may be excused i f  they e xh ib it sur­
prise a t the “ discovery”  th a t the 
K em alis t government— w hich in ­
cludes in  its  ranks K arakhan ’s “ best 
fr ie n d ” , which rules over a country

Adventurism in St. Paul Strike

of “ People’s Palaces, schools, un iv ­
ersities, and in d u s tr ia l construc­
tion ,”  a country whose ru lin g  ideas 
are id en tica l w ith  the ru lin g  ideas 
o f the Soviet Union— is  à reaction­
a ry  governm ent w h ich suppresses 
the workers by means o f a ruthless 
w h ite  te rro r.

S ta lin is t D ip lom acy in  Am erica
To b ring  th is  b r ie f study up to 

date, to show the consistency w ith  
w h ich Soviet dip lom acy has degen­
erated under S talin ism , w h ich  has 
rendered i t  ind is tingu ishab le  from  
the diplom acy o f bourgeois states, 
we need only reca ll one inc ident of 
L itv in o v ’s recent v is it  to the United 
States. A t  the W aldo rf-A s to ria  
d inner the Soviet fore ign commissar 
perm itted h im self to in fo rm  his 
listeners how lioosevelt had "charm ­
ed”  h im : " I  find m yself s t i l l  under 
the charm  o f you r President” , he 
in form ed the assembled representa­
tives o f Am erican big  business.

W hat do the Am erican workers, 
p a rtic u la r ly  the Communist w o rk ­
ers, th in k  of th is  g ra tu itous fla tte ry  
of Roosevelt, th is  flag ran t and dis­
gusting faw n ing  on the representa­
tive  par excellence o f Am erican fin ­
ance-capital who is d r iv in g  the 
workers o f th is  country in to  ever 
low er depths of p r iva tio n  and m is­
ery? How much more evidence is 
required to  demonstrate the ever- 
grow ing' separation o f the bureau­
cracy of the Soviet Union under 
S ta lin  fro m  the in te rna tiona l w o rk­
ing-class movement?

Notes o f the

Week

Henri Lacroix—Deserter

(Continued from  page 1)
guaranteed m inim um , 40 hour w eek; 
recognition o f the u n io n ; against 
the speedup, etc.

The, s trike  was called the fo llo w ­
ing  day and pickets were placed at 
the A rm ou r Co. gates. The pickets 
succeeded in  tu rn in g  back the 
1300 men who were re tu rn in g  to 
w o rk  as usual. These workers, 
no t desiring to scab, registered 
th e ir la ck  of sym pathy w ith  th is  
union w h ich  claim ed to  speak in  
th e ir  name, by re tu rn in g  to th e ir 
homes and no t pa rtic ip a ting  in  the 
strike.

P ickets to  whom we spoke read­
i ly  adm itted th a t men were not 
jo in in g  the union, and th a t many of 
the po rke rs  were1 hostile  to  it .  A  
large number o f these p ickets were 
from  t’he unemployed councils of St. 
Pau l and M inneapolis. Lacking 
mass support, the un ion was unable 
to p icket effective ly the  huge A r ­
m our p lant. Scabs were brought in  
by the company w ith  comparative 
ease.

A n o t h e r  G e r m a n  

Leader Revolts

(Continued from  page 1)
id io tic  as the other. “ N a tu ra lly  we 
m ust f ig h t fo r  a p ro le ta rian  govern­
ment in  the Saar and fo r  a Soviet 
Germany. B u t th a t does not do 
aw ay w ith  our du ty  to te ll the w ork­
ers ho,w they should vote) in  1935. 
(L . TJrotsky).”

Today we can te ll the workers 
on ly th is  : As long as the Nazis are 
in  power in  Germany, a re in tegra­
tion  o f the Saar te rr ito ry  is out o f 
the question fo r  them. (The S. P. 
has not taken a  c lear position 
e ith e r). The workers in  the Saar 
bave the oppo rtun ity  today to de­
liv e r several heavy blows against 
Nazi fo re ign  po licy. Consequently, 
we m ust do tha t. (T h a t has no th­
in g  to do w ith  separatism ). The 
members o f the Communist P arty  
react to the slogan o f th e ir  “ lead­
ership”  lik e  the Russian workers 
and peasants d id  in  1917 to Keren- 
s k i’s sabotage o f peace: they  are 
desertng it .  M ore than 800 mem­
bers have le ft  the C. P. in  the last 
few  months. (L e t the leadership 
o f the C. P. o f the Saar g ive you 
the  necessary de ta ils ).

The E. C C.. I .  had an opportun­
i t y  to hold the C. P. o f the  Saar 
down to a po licy w h ich  could1 have 
lead to a fig h tin g  un ited fro n t o f the 
p ro le ta ria t. I t  has done nothing.

W ith  th is  le tte r  I  take m y de­
pa rtu re  fro m  the offic ia l C. P. and 
the Comintern, one o f whose firs t 
members I  became in  the course of 
the w orld  w ar. F rom  the revo lu­
tion a ry  figh ters and members o f the 
p a rty  I  do no t need to  depart. I  
w i l l  go r ig h t along w ith  them, but 
w ith o u t S talin, w ith o u t the E. C. 
C. I .  and w ith o u t the C entra l Com­
m ittee.

With Communist greetings, 
KARL FRIEDBERG.

The A rm our officials, seeing th a t 
the overwhelm ing m a jo r ity  of the 
men were tak ing  no active  pa rt in  
the strike , began to u tilize  the press 
to induce them to re tu rn  to w ork. 
Th is was not w ith o u t effect. The 
workers began to re tu rn  despite 
the efforts o f the pickets to pre­
vent them. B y Thursday, Novem­
ber 23rd, the men were stream ing 
back by the hundreds.

Repudiated by the  W orkers
On the fo llo w in g  day the union 

called a mass m eeting o f the S w ift 
workers. About 250 were present. 
The union leaders demanded that/ 
these men go on s trike . They were 
answered w ith  boos and jeers. The 
men present then decided to con­
tinue to work.

The press reports th a t on the 
same day a group o f men who 
claimed to be members o f the A r ­
mour s tr ike  committee w ent to  a 
South St. Paul lawyer* repudiated 
the union, and demanded tha t the 
"Com m unist leaders”  H u rv itz , K a r- 
sen, and Schneiderman be run out 
of town. The law yer swore out 
w arran ts  fo r  th e ir a rrest on the 
grounds th a t they were “ obstruct­
ing  public h ighw ays” .

W hether or not th is  is true  is 
hard to say bu t the fac t remains 
th a t the police went to the union 
h a ll and arrested the three men. 
The workers present made no pro­
test. La ter, on th e ir  promise to 
leave tow n im m ediate ly, these 
“ leaders”  were released. A t the 
A rm our &  Co. gates the few  re­
m aining pickets were dispersed by 
the cops in  short order.

In  th is  s tr ik e  the offic ia l pa rty  
has once more revealed th a t i t  can 
no longer p lay a progressive role in 
the strugg le o f the workers. In  
place of a rea lis tic  appraisal o f the 
s itua tion  w h ich demanded care fu l 
preparation and persistent w o rk  to 
create a sentim ent amongst the 
workers fo r  a mass s trike , the 
method o f bureaucratic u ltim a tism  
was employed. P u llin g  th e ir  hand­
fu l o f fo llow ers out on s tr ike  they 
na tu ra ly  expected the 3500 men in  
the in ds try  to fo llow . “ We are the 
leaders— therefore the workers w i l l  
follow, us”

F r u it  o f False Policy
The results of such a po licy 

should b© ca re fu lly  considered by 
every serious w orker. The w o rk ­
ers in  the South St. Pau l packing­
houses are now more than ever in  
the g rip  o f the bosses company un­
ions. Instead o f engaging in  m il i­
ta n t struggles they are fa ll in g  v ic ­
tim s to  the pqison o f class-colla­
boration. The c rim ina l adventurism  
o f the p a rty  has served only to 
re tard  the movement o f the w o rk­
ers and to d iscred it Communism 
before them.

T ha t the South St. Pau l workers 
w i l l  rise again in  m ilita n t struggle 
against the bosses is  certa in. And 
w hat is equa lly ce rta in  is th a t as 
fa r  as the S ta lin is t “ Independent 
Revolu tionary Unions”  a re  concern­
ed the workers in  these packing­
houses are through fo r  once and 
fo r  all. —W ILLIAM  K ITT .

E l Socia list» o f September 29 pub­
lishes a le tte r fro m  Fransisco 
G arcia La v id  (H e n r i L a c ro ix ) in  
which the la tte r  requests h is  re in ­
statement from  the E. C. o f the 
Spanish Socia lis t W orkers P arty .

I t  was on ly "by m istake” , w rite s  
Lacro ix , th a t he disassociated h im ­
self from  the socia lis t ranks. Con­
sequently he condemns his whole 
past a c tiv ity , w h ich  was, accord­
ing to his own expression “ ¡jn ad­
venture and a crim e against the 
p ro le ta ria t”  (s ic !)

La c ro ix  has thus passed in to  the 
ranks ot the socia list lackeys of 
the Spanish bourgeoisie ( " re tu rn  
to M arx ism ” !) .  Less in form ed 
comrades m igh t be astonished by 
th is  fac t. How is i t  possible th a t 
Lacro ix, who has played an im ­
po rta n t role in  the Spanish Op­
position has thus betrayed? Is  i t  
an accident? I t  is necessary to 
say th a t ’ fo r  some tim e we expected 
the worst, because fo r  some months 
Lac ro ix  conducted a fu rio us  s trug ­
gle against the In te rn a tion a l Op­
position and his responsible com­
rades'. T h is  strugg le o f L a c ro ix  
had an extrem ely v io len t and 
poisoned cha ra c te r; however, Lac­
ro ix  declared in  each case th a t 
there were no “ p o lit ic a l”  d iffe r­
ences between h im se lf and the L e ft 
Opposition. T h is  statement made 
the poisoned character given by 
La c ro ix  to th is  s trugg le  s t i l l  more 
monstrous. F o r i f  there were 
rea lly  no “ p o lit ic a l”  differences then 
ipso facto the sharpness o f the 
struggle should have been d im in ­
ished. On the con tra ry . W hy? 
Because p o lit ic a l differences ex­
isted and were deeply imbedded, 
however hidden they appeared over 
a certa in  period o f tim e. F o r some 
tim e L a c ro ix  was a fore ign ele­
ment to the Bolshevik-Lenin ists, its  
ideas and its  methods. H is  shame­
fu l be traya l on ly serves to c la r ify  
the past.

I t  is  opportune to reca ll here 
th a t each tim e a M il l  o r a W ell 
deserts our ranks, he states, w h ile  
ca rry ing  on a fu rious strugg le 
against the In te rn a tio n a l Opposi­
tion  (24 hours before the treach­
ery !) th a t there are no “ p o lit ic a l 
differences” . These lessons should 
be learned by ou r organizations.

G E N E R A L D E FE N S E  A F F A IR
New Y ork.— Im porta n t add itiona l 

m usical ta le n t has been enlisted f r r  
the General Defense Committee’s 
annual Christm as Fund en te rta in  
ment, concert, and dance. Three 
well-know n concert soloists w i l l  
sing— A ida Campomenosi, soprano; 
V incent T orto ra , ba ritone ; a n d 'V in - 
cent J. Nola, tenor. Accompani­
ments w i l l  be played by Paul Cres- 
ton, p ian is t o f note.

Class-war and classical songs are 
on the program , wh ich is to be 
staged F riday, December 15, in  I r v ­
ing  Plaza H a ll, 15th -Street and 
I rv in g  Place. Proceeds w i l l  enable

T H E  D O LL A R  isn ’t  a l l  th a t ’s 
"baloney" under the NR A. M r. A1 
Sm ith  may have a broad w it  but 
ne has lim ite d  interests. Under 
ms Drown derby rests the cares of 
a  member o f tne possessing class. 
They have the dollars. And they 
don 't w an t them transform ed in to  
riSKy sausages.

*  *  *  *

W hat do we have? W e have un­
employment, cold weather, low  
wages, speed-up— and so fa r  on ly 
a lo t o f baloney prom ises: about 
re-employment, jobless re lie f, a l iv ­
ing wage and a 30 hour week. N i t  A  
speaks lo r  a i l these d irq  needs of 
tne w o rk ing  people bu t w hat does 
i t  do about tnern?

*  *  #  *

Section 7u o f the Recovery A ct
grants tne legal r ig h t of botn in -
u m u u a l and co llective bargaining, 
" in d iv id u a l b a rg a in in g ’ —  th a t 
means, as so many of us have d is­
covered— the r ig h t o f the boss to 
h ire  and nre a t w ill,  to command 
you to w o rk  fo r a bowl of m iserable 
slop o r be th row n  out in to  t ile  
street a ltogether, co llec tive  bar­
ga in ing— any w orker who has suc­
cessfully pa rtic ipa ted in  the use of 
th is  weapon, w i l l  te ll you— means 
organized un ion s trugg le ; workers 
jo in in g  up in  b ig  bodies to pu t 
across th e ir  needs.

*  *  *  »

In  his e ffo rt to w rest im prove­
ments fro m  tne boss, the laboring  
man has no streng th  otner than the 
he lp ing hand, the common m ind and 
w i l l  o f his fe llow  men. The boss- 
inis the banker, the police, tne gun­
man and the do lla r on nis side. 
And tne em ploying class has made 
ample use o f the provis ion fo r  . in ­
d iv id u a l barga in ing in  NR A, no t to 
speak o f the many ways they have 
found fo r  ge tting around any of 
the s t i l l  too few and weak attem pts 
tha t have been made by workers a t 
• collective barga in ing” .

« * *
W hat the w o rke r is beginning to 

feel more and more is the need fo r 
more and bigger “ collectives” , fo r  
genuine broad collective e ffo rt— so 
th a t the “ ba rga in ing”  won’t  be a ll 
on the bosses' side. I t  is in te rest­
ing  th a t the f irs t  organized expres­
sion fo r th is  need comes from  the 
employees in  an in dus try  tha t was 
among the firs t to be blessed w ith  
a N IR A  code-—the te x tile  industry .

* * * *
T H E  U N IT E D  T E X T IL E  W O R K ­

ERS union, by decision o f its  execu­
tive  council— the coun try ’s press 
in form ed us on Tuesday las t— has 
decided to c a ll upon the  Am erican 
Federation of Labor to prepare fo r 
a General S trike  to b ring  about the 
30-hour week and other un ion de­
mands. The General S trike— th a t 
is the most effective weapon fo r  
"co llective barga in ing”  there  is. 
The fac t th a t the reactionary labor 
skate M cMahon has appeared as 
the chief spokesman fo r  the U. T. 
W. in  th is  move, is doub ly s ig n i­
ficant.

*  *  *  ♦

When a M cMahon speaks fo r  
General S trike— th a t is a sign th a t 
the te x tile  slaves under h im  are 
pushing hammer and tongs fo r it .  
When a McM ahon begins to give 
lip  service to labor acition— then 
th a t means th a t the McMahonocracy 
is ho ld ing in  store fo r  the to il in g  
masses bearing down upon the ad­
vocates of class peace, a betraya l 
fa r  greater than any of those in  
the past.

•  *  *  *

W atch ing his fingers closely, the 
workers who have determ ined to  
stand up in  s trugg le against cap i­
ta lis tic  m isery w i l l  use every meas­
ure to make McMahon and his i lk  
live  up to th e ir  words. A  sweep­
ing country-w ide collective s tr ik e  
is the best and surest w ay fo r  labor 
to advance its  in terests a t th is  
stage. In  preparation fo r  it ,  prac­
tic a l and strateg ic problems loom 
up b ig : how to get together em­
ployed and unemployed, skilled 
workers arql the unskilled, those 
already organized and those s t i l l  
unorganized. Men on the job  w i l l  
be discussing these problems in  in ­
creasing numbers and w ith  grow ing 
in te rest in  the coming days. We 
w i l l  con tribu te  our opinions in  the 
general discussion. — G .. . .H .

the sending o f checks to  p o lit ic a l 
prisoners and th e ir  dependents. The 
prisoners include the seven Ken­
tucky m iner serving life  te rm s ; 
the I.  W. W. s trike rs  in  the Y ak­
im a (W ash.) ja i l ;  Mooney and B il l-  
n ig s ; and various others.

Postscript to the P ortra it of National Socialism'
The f irs t  anniversary o f the Nazi 

d ic ta to rsh ip  is approaching. A ll 
the tendencies o f the regime have 
been tak in g  on a d is tin c t and ‘ pre­
cise character. The “ socia list”  rev­
o lu tion  w h ich appeared to the pe tty  
bourgeois masses as the necessary 
complement to the na tiona l revo lu­
tion , has been o ffic ia lly  liqu ida ted 
andi denounced. The fra te rn iza tio n  
o f the classes reached its  peak 
when the possessors waived th e ir  
r ig h t to hors d ’oeuvre and desserts 
on a day especialy proclaimed1 by 
the government in  fa vo r o f the d is­
possessed. The Struggle against un­
employment has culm inated in - 
d iv id in g  the ex is ting  ha lf-s ta rva­
tion  ra tions in  two. There remains 
on ly  the equalization o f the  s ta tis ­
tics. P lanned au tarchy proves to 
be no th ing moré than ju s t another 
stage of economic decadence.

The more im poten t the police re ­
gime o f the Nazis is  in  the sphere 
of economy, the m ore i t  is  forced 
to  place the w e igh t o f its  e ffo rt 
upon the fie ld  o f fo re ign  po licy. 
That corresponds completely to the

in te rna l dynam ics of the so th o r­
oughly aggressive German cap ita l­
ism. The s ta rtlin g  sudden tu rn  o f 
the Nazi leadership towards peace- 
lov ing . declarations can astonish 
on ly those who are completely lim ­
ited  in  th e ir  outlook. W hat other 
method than th is  has H it le r ,  a t his 
disposal to th ro w  off the responsi­
b i l ity  fo r  domestic m isery on the 
shoulders o f the exte rna l enemy 
and to p ile  up the explosives o f na­
tiona lism  under the pressure of the 
d ic ta to rsh ip?  T h is  pa rt p f the  
program  which was outlined even 
before the Nazis assumption to 
power is bqing fu l-filled  today w ith  
iro n  determ ination before the eyes 
o f the whole w orld . The date of 
the new European catastrophe is 
determ ined by the tim e necessary 
fo r  the rearm am ent o f Germany. I t  
is  not a m atte r of months, but 
ne ithe r is i t  a m atte r o f decades. 
A  few  years suffice to stagger anew 
in to  a w ar, i f  the in te rna l forces 
o f Germany do not themselves stop 
H it le r  in  tim e. — L . T .
November 2.1933.


