
Heading Straight For 
A nother W o rld  W a r
Horrible Spectre of a New Imperialist Holocaust 

Menaces the W hole W orld
The recent march of events con

jures up again and again, and in 
ever more menacing proportions, 
the horriDle spectre of a new imper
ialist holocaust. A t the present 
moment the war clouds appear most 
densely packed in Europe. W ill 
the outburst begin there? That no 
one can predict, i t  is certain, how
ever, that the sanguinary massacre 
of the Austrian workers brings the 
war question much nearer to mon
strous reality, nut elsewhere along 
the artificially created national 
boundaries the sparks are hying in 
an atmosphere already excessively 
charged with rapacious imperialist 
conmcts. in  the language of capi
talist diplomats it  is no longer a 
question of "whether” tne war w ill 
come, but “when” and "where” it 
w ill begin.

Tne United Press reports a for
midable concentration ot Ita lian  
troops along tne Austrian borders. 
H enri nereuguer, head of French 
¡senate hotels'll Adairs Committee, 
puDliely proclaims the necessity p i 
dispatching armed forces to Austria 
-r-to “saieguard her independence”. 
This may be merely symptomatic of

general situation. .Much more 
ominous, however, is the spreading 
of Fascist reaction at .a breath-tak
ing speed and the efforts to anni
hilate the working class movement 
and crush its spirit of resistance.

W ar is a continuation of politics 
by other means. ■ Politics between 
im perialist powers knows no other 
language than that of the maraud
ers’ capture of spoils. Armies, for
tified by the latest developments in 
mechanized warfare, deadly poison 
gases, and composed of millions ot 
humanity, are marching up in ar
ray to engage in a new death battle 
for redivision of the earth amongst 
the ravenous exploiters.

The mask of disarmament has 
fallen. In  place of it  there is now 
an open race for armaments. The 
League of Nations, created, in the 
language of capitalist diplomatic 
hypocricy, as an instrument to pre
serve peace between the nations, has 
sunk into disrepute even amongst 
its own creators; As a decoy it is 
not needed right now. The dis
armament conference, in the words 
of its last remaining "faithful 
friend”, the sleek Arthur Hender
son, is in  pretty bad shape. A ll the 
capitalist powers, large and small, 
have armed to the teeth. But most 
powerfully loom the gigantic war 
preparations of the American im 
perialist colossus. Wherever the 
war clouds may begin to unleash 
their torrents, wherever the powder 
magazine of capitalist conflicts may 
be ignited, one thing is certain- 
the United States w ill play a major 
role in it.

I t  is in anticipation of these fu r
ious armed conflicts that the Uni
ted States prepares. Coldly and de
liberately it  pursues its course to
wards im perialist war. Its  enor
mous capital resources must find 
new fields of exploitation, not only 
as a means of issuing out of the 
crisis, but also as a means of re
ducing the share of the competing 
powers in world economy, A favor
able decision in this contest it  w ill 
seek through the force of arms. 
Hence the feverish strengthening 
a t this moment of what are called 
the forces of national defense. The 
United States today leads a ll the 
other powers in the open race for 
armaments.

The greatest navy in the coun
try ’s history has been voted by the 
house of representatives in passing 
the Vinson Naval Replacement B ill, 
providing a program to cost $475, 
000,000 to $570,000,000. Coincident 
w ith this program approval was 
secured for building of 1,184 new 
naval aircraft. Announcements for 
the expansion of the Army A ir 
Corps is awaited. “The sky’s the 
lim it”, said Representative Hastings 
of Oklahoma in  the House debate 
on the naval program. “This pro
gram may cost a billion dollars.”

But that is only half the picture 
according to figures marshalled by 
Representative Bierman of Iowa. 
According to him, Congress and the 
P. W . A. are already appropriating 
$1,039,000,000 this year for

navy. Meanwhile the prices on 
securities having direct relation to 
war industries soar on the stock ex
changes in anticipation of huge pro
fits to be cleaned up out of the com
ing slaughter.

‘I f  the war would be fought to d 
finish without inner movements (i. 
e., revolutions—A. S-), a- state of 
exhaustion would result such as 
Europe has not experienced for two 
hundred years. American industry 
would then win a ll along the line 
and would set us a ll before the al
ternative: either a relapse to. pure 
agriculture for our own needs (Am
erican grain 'forbids any other 
Kind), or—social revolution.”

Thus wrote Engels in a letter to 
Sorge, Jan. 7, 1888, foreseeing the 
world war. The “inner movements” 
aid occur. Revolutions broke out 
before the world way reached the 
pbint of complete exhaustion. But 
mly one remained victorious, that 

of the Soviet Union. The others 
were defeated. The world’ prole
tariat has suffered new and terrific 
olows. Meanwhile American indu
stry is already able to assert its 
superiority, both in peace and war. 
Therefore the prediction of Engels 
still liolds good. For the future 
there stil remain the two altem a- 
ives. Only this much should he 

added. The possibility of social 
revolution is, of course, not con
fined to one continent. —-A. S.

Collapse o f Austro  -  M arxism  
In  the Vienna Struggle

The epic bravery of the Austrian ia t’s ranks were being demoralized
proletariat has proved to be no 
match fo r the murderous bombard
ment of the reaction. Battling to 
the end, the workers fired their 
last shots from the sewers into which 
they were driven and finally cor
nered. The last rifle shot sounded 
the death knell of the once mighty 
Austrian Social Democracy.

Now that the smoke has lifted, 
the crimes of the leaders of the 
social democracy stand out in  a ll 
their grewsome enormity. Not a ll 
the efforts in  the world can succeed 
it))' covering the facts by referring 
to the fighting done by Otto Bauer 
and Julius Deutsch. By their whole 
past policy they drove inexorably 
toward the catastrophe and . sacri
ficed the Austrian proletariat, just 
as surely as did their German con
freres a year before.

A Fatal Policy
Thé leaders of Austro-Marxism  

chained" the proletariat to the 
anchor of the constitution which 
dragged it  ever deeper into a 
swamp. They taught the workers 
faith  in  capitalist democracy as the 
basis upon which a new society 
could be erected without disturb
ances, peacefully. They pursued 
a course up to the last minute of 
supporting Dollfuss as the “less 
evil”, despite the tragedy to which 
the German proletariat had been 
brought by the same policy. They 
allowed the proletariat to be dls- 
aremd, the Schutzbund to be dis
solved, the Socialist press to be 
confiscated. They whimpered at 
Dollfuss’ heels while the proletar-

NR A  A tta cks H otel Strike
Need M ilitant Policy to Overcome Crisis in Ranks

The fourth week of the New 
Vork hotel strike witnessed the 
complete violation on the part of 
the hotels ‘of the agreement to re
instate the strikers through the 
agency of their shop delegates.

The Regional Labor Board of the 
NRA at the same time came out 
into the open as the chief strike
breaking agency. Mrs. Herrick, 
chairman, excused the hotels, de
nounced the union and urged the 
strikers to apply for work as “in
dividuals.”

The union officials, taken com
pletely off guard by this turn of 
even. -, although ii could have been 
predicted and explained by any 
worker w ith an elementary under
standing of the class struggle, lost 
clieir neads entirely. Instead of 
concentrating their attention on 
the task of improving the strike 
organizaton, educating and steeling 
the strikers for a further struggle 
and providing means to feed them, 
Field, Kaldis and Costas, the of
ficial leaders of the union, explain
ed the situation as “a breach of 
fa ith”, and during the past week 
they have been running back and 
forth from the Labor Board to 
Mayor La Guardia and from La 
Guardia to the Labor Board in 
fruitless efforts to “straighten 
out” a tangle that has been pur
posely and. deliberately created by 
the very people they are appealing 
to. The variation of this routine 
by a flying trip  to Washington to 
see General Johnson only made the 
whole business more ridiculous.

A Critical Situation 
A certain demoralization in the 

ranks of the strikers has resulted, 
and nothing else could result. The 
strike situation has become ex
tremely critical. A drastic change 
of policy is imperatively necessary 
in order to re-form the ranks and 
prevent a catastrophe. The m ili
tant Left wing elements in the un
ion, who have made a sharp break 
with the leadership over these 
fundamental questions of policy, is 
pushing forward aggressively along 
this line. The fate of the strike 
now depends directly upon the re
sults of their fight.

The strike is a class battle. I f  
it is conducted on this basis great 
reservoirs of workers’ energy and 
militancy can yet be brought into 
play for the salvation of the strike 
and the union. Power is with the 
workers, but it  must he organized 
and relied upon. That is the task 

the1 of leaders. Take a lesson from the

coal drivers of Minneapolis, where 
fighting leadership welded to

gether an, invincible fighting union 
that smashed its way to victory in 
three days. In  Minneapolis they 
also negotiated w ith the NRA. But 
they didn’t  rely on these negotia
tions. They relied on the picket 
line and m ilitant action and forced 
the NRA to act.

As was to be expected1 the “Food 
Workers’ Industrial Union”— the 
speciai trade union organization of 
the official Communist Party (S tal
inists)—seized upon the critical 
position of the strike during the 
past week to sow confusion and 
demoralization, to Circulate every 
Kind of rumor and slander and, in 
general, to bedevil the situation in  
every way possible. This wrecking 
crew is running a hard race with 
the Regional Labor Board for first 
“honors” in the game of breaking 
the strike.

Quick Action Needed
In  the present critical situation, 

which has been aggravated and to 
a large extent induced by the 
pussy-footing policy of the leader- 
ship, heroic efforts are necessary to 
re-form the ranks of the strike. I t  
can yet be done, but there is not 
much time left. This must be said 
openly. There is no greater menace 
in such a situation than thé preacb-

and enfeebled.
They talked big. They threaten

ed a general strike if  any one of 
four actions were taken against the 
workers and their organizations. In  
this way they succeeded in checking 
the uneasy masses who wanted to 
light the hyena of reaction before 
it  became too powerful.

But. while they talked about a 
general strike, they did not take a 
single step to prepare for it.

That is wny we charge the lead 
ers of the Austrian social democracy 
w ith treachery to the proletariat!

A dozen articles would not be half 
so effective in revealing the depths 
to which Austro-Marxism has sunk, 
as are the simple words of its lead 
er, Otto Bauer. Let every m ilitant, 
the socialist workers above all, en
grave in .his mind the revelations 
made to the press in Bratislava, 
whence Bauer fled after the crush 
ing of the workers. We print them 
here, extracted from the interview  
ne granted to M r. G- E. R. Gedyre, 
correspondent in Czechoslovakia of 
the Now York Tunes ‘(February 
18, 1984)-:

"Since that date—the date of the 
H itle r triumph in  Germany — our 
party has made the very greatest 
efforts to come to an agreement 
with the government, because we 
knew what the end would be other
wise. Either the Nazis were bound 
to triumph in  Austria or some such 
terrible bloodshed as has now hap
pened was bound to come.

Banking on Dollfuss 
“In  the first weeks of March our 

leaders were still in close personal 
contact with Dollfuss and frequent
ly tried to get him to agree to a 
constitutional solution. A t the end 
of March he promised our leader, 
D r. Denneberg, personally that at 
the beginning of A pril he would 
open negotiations w ith us for the 
reform of the Constitution.

“This promise ,he never fulfilled, 
for a t the beginning of A pril he 
passed over definitely to the Fasc
ist camp (although he concealed it 
from other countries) and refused 
to speak to any of the Socialists.

“When he said he could not see 
the existing leaders we offered to 
send him other negotiators. He 
refused sharply. As we could not 
see him again we tried to negotiate 
through other people. Honestly, we
left no stone unturned-----

“We offered to make the greatest 
concessions that a democratic and 
socialist party had ever made. 
We let Dollfuss know that i f  he 
would only pass a  b ill through 
Parliament we would accept a 
measure authorizing the govern
ment to govern by decree without 
Parliament for two years, on two 
conditions only—that a small Par
liamentary committee in  which 
the government had a m ajority, 
should be able to criticize decrees 
and that a constituional court, the 
only protection against breaches 
of the Constitution, should be re
stored.. .Dollfuss refused.

“In  our parliamentary commit
tee in October, we anounced that a 
general strike would take place if  
any one of four things, but only 
these things, should occur. You 
know these'conditions. They were

Coal Yard Workers W in  
Strike in Minneapolis

M ilitan t Battle Brings a Speedy V ic to ry  To Drivers

Minneapolis.—After a whirlwind strike battle which electrified- the 
whole City and tied’ up every coal yard tight as a drum, the coal drivers 
won complete recognition of their union in two and a half days.

The Minneapolis Labor Review of February 10 says:
“The workers of the city were thrilled, both organized and unor

ganized, at the masterly manner in which the struggle was conducted 
. . . Picketing of the coal yards was carried on continuously during
the strike and there has never been a better example of enthusiastic 
efficiency than displayed by the coal driver pickets.

“A  week ago Minneapolis was not paying much attention to the 
coal drivers. Today organized and

------------------------------------------------------------------— *

V andalism!

(Continued mi page 4) (Continued on page 4)

Early last week the Rivera 
Lenin mural was hacked out of 
the w all on which Rivera had 
painted it  in Rockefeller’s Radio 
City H all. Thus was carried to 
its logical conclusion the vandal
ism begun last May when Rocke
feller peremptorily ordered R iv
era to discontinue working on the 
mural because he objected to an 
image of Lenin’s face appearing 
in it.

Various artists have begun a 
protest movement, withdrawing 
their work from an exhibition 
planned for Radio City. The pro
test is being joined by persons of 
divergent interests although the 
political sympathies of some of 
the artists for the social content 
of Rivera’s art are the main spring 
of their protest.

Shachtman Tour New Haven
MASS M EETING  

“DO WE NEED A NEW  COM
M U NIST PARTY IN  AMERICA”

at
WORKMAN’S CIRCLE CENTER  

72 Legion Avenue, New Haven 
THURSDAY, MARCH 1st, 8 P. M .

ADM ISSION 10 CENTS

m ilitant they are a mighty factor in 
the industrial world.”

The same paper reports “a mem
orable meeting of the Central La
bor Union, that heard Miles Dunne, 
member of the coal drivers’ strike 
committee, declare that anyone who 
doubts that the American workers 
w ill -fight for their rights is sadly 
misinformed. He said that a ll del
egates should report to their un
ions that the coal drivers’ strike 
had been a very successful one.” 

The Strike was conducted by 
General Drivers’ Union No. 574. 
The committee representing the 
strikers before the Regional Labor 
Board, which negotiate the settle
ment, consisted of W illiam  Brown, 
C liff H all, Miles Dunne and Carl 
Skoglund. Roy W ier, organizer of 
the C. L  .U. and attorney John 
Goldie assisted in the negotiations

Auspices : New Haven Br. C. L. A. as members of the committee.

Shoe Union Forges Ahead
Amalgamation Rolls over Reactionary Opposition

The new amalgamated independ
ent union of shoe workers, born at 
the convention held in Boston last 
December, has proceeded steadily 
forward toward a completed organi
zation against serious obstacles, ob
stacles that were successful in  
blocking previous attempts a t un
ity in years past.

The United1 Shoe and Leather 
Workers Union has been represent
ed since January 15th by the Co
ordinating Commitee called into 
existence by the convention. I t  is 
to function until the constitution is 
finally approved and adopted by a ll 
ideals, and officers are elected. A ll 
locals that were represented a t the 
convention have approved the con
stitution, or have submitted minor 
amendments, except those noted be
low. Soon after the close of the 
convention, reactionary officialdom 
of the former two principal unions 
proceeded to do a ll in their power 
to block the move: Mahan & Co. 
of the old National Shoe Workers

drawn from the new union, a result 
o t the “good work” of Nolan who 
travelled there at union expense 
for that purpose. Of 13 locals in 
Haverhill, Mass, district, he has 
succeeded in withholding 2 from 
the new union.

A  statement circulated by the 
Nolan officialdom suggests—“with  
an honest desire to cooperate in 
bringing together several unions on 
a basis of more complete harmony, 
that the constitution (of the new 
union) be rejected and that a de
mand be made that the Cordinat- 
ing Committee be dissolved and .. . .  
in order to obtain ultim ately an 
amalgamation to which a ll may 
subscribe ( ! ! ! )  we offer the fol: 
lowing: that the constitution of 
the .Shoe Workers Protective Union
be accepted with amendments___
amalgamation to be confined to the 
National Shoe Workers’ Associa
tion; Brotherhood of Shoe and A l
lied Craftsman; Shoe Workers’ 
Protective Union and the Salem In 

Union and Nolan & Co. of the old ¡dependent Union.” This in the face 
Shoe Workers Protective Union. of the most overwhelming vote in

Mahan’s WaterlOio
Mahan met his Waterloo first and 

has been forced to capitulate. Nolan 
and his clique, however, are still 
active. . The St. Louis locals of the 
Shoe Workers’ Protective Union, 
having some 2000 organized work
ers in that territory have with-

support of the principles of the new 
constitution that the shoe workers 
have ever known!

H ie  Eight at LowelL
In  Lowell, Mass., the bosses of 

Dodge, Perry & Bliss recently an
nounced a wage scale for cutters of 
$18.00 per week. The cutters re
fused to accept the reduction. The 
bosses suggested that Inasmuch as 
there was a fight for jurisdiction 
between two unions (one would be 
the egg shell fragment of the Nolan 
officialdom), their factory operate 
temporarily on open shop principles 
and when the fight was settled they 
promised to recognize whichever 
wins. Needless to say this was un
animously rejected and the bosses 
informed that they must deal with 
the one and only union existing 
there—the United Shoe and Leather 
Workers Union. This the bosses 
refused. “A li right”, said the work
ers’ spokesman, “let Nolan make 
your shoes!”

Doubtless Nolan considered this 
seriously for the next day news
papers publicized Nolan’s announce
ment to a ll unemployed shoe work
ers who were members in  good 
standing of the “Protective” Union 
that jobs were available in this 
shop and urged’ them to go and get 
them. But the workers’ ranks held 
solidly, the shop remained closed. 
The next day the boss sent post 
haste for a representative of the

Minneapolis.—W ith united forces 
and fighting determination the Coal 
Yard Workers gave a decisive ans
wer to the coal bosses who had! 
ignored their demands, claiming 
that the Union did not represent 
the workers in the yards.

From Wednesday morning until 
Fnuay evening, red. Yth, 8th, and 
ocn, tne Strike Committee had com
plete command of the machinery of 
coal distribution in the City. So 
effective was tne tie-up, that coal 
orders for Hospitals, Orphans 
Homes, etc., could Move only upon 
written permission of the Strike 
Committee, the union furnishing 
driver and picaet guard who were 
paid Union wages by tne delivering 
company.

The Coal Drivers and Yard Work- 
Liocal 514 of the ln t. T . C. S. H ., 
ers organized into General Drivers 
displayed a well organized, mobile, 
nguting picket line that stormed 
over a il opposition, closed 85 truck 
yards, 150 coal offices and swept 
me Streets clear of scabs In the 
arst tnree hours of the strike, 
what proved to be decisive fac
tors in the strugle, long foreseen by 
chose active workers who took the 
read in tiie organization of the Coal 
Hard Drivers and Yardmen, was 
the careful preparation for action 
and tne m ilitant mass picket line.

The careful work of preparing, 
the patient day to day organization
al campaign m the various yards 
and sections of the industry, the 
devotion of a number of m ilitant 
workers to the idea of the Union— 
this must be given F IR S T place in 
any consideration of this or any 
otner strike.

Composed in the main of young 
men learning the lesson of fighting 
solidarity in their first labor strug
gle, the Coal Yard Workers have 
m the ranks many older men who 
brought to the Union and into the 
light valuable experience, supple
menting enthusiasm with calm judg
ment, and therefore striking abil
ity. The older and the young 
workers found their places together 
in the poweriul drive and sweep of 
the offensive.

The "Cruising Picket Squad”
Some o the best proposals and 

many of the most courageous acts 
came from those workers who, un
til a few short weeks ago, knew 
little  about strikes or union mem
bership. One of the outstanding 
features of tbe strike was the
Cruising Picket Squad. This idea'- 
came from the ranks and played a 
great role in the strike. The gen
eral strategy of the Strike Commit
tee was to concentrate the pickets 
at the largest and most dangerous 
yards, leaving a more or less skele
ton line a t the other points, picket 
captains to make the necessary 
shifts as occasion demanded.

There were more than 60 yards 
to cover scattered over an area of 
ten miles square. To guard the St. 
Paul line, where more than one hun
dred greedy coal operators awaited 
an opportunity to force their work
ers to scab, was a task of no small 
proportions. (That few St. Paul 
drivers tried to run the blockade 
is a living example of the fine 
solidarity that exists). Here the 
Cruising Picket Squad found its 
work. From the moment of its in
ception, when it  was taken up eager
ly by the Strike Committee as well 
as the who)e membership, in the 
early hours of the strike, no stray 
scab had any chance to get through. 
Car af^er car volunteered for this, 
work. Manned1 with five to seven 
pickets they supplemented the main 
lines, making them virtually ‘coal’ 
tight.

(Continued from Page 3) (Continued on page 4)



THE C .W .A . FR O N T
10 ,000  Demonstrate in 
New York

Last Thursday, February 15, a 
demonstration o f 10,000 workers of 
the C. W. A. and C. W. S. and the 
various ¿roupings of the Roosevelt 
sham o f planned recovery— took 
place in  Union Square. On the 
line  of march, fo r  the f irs t time, 
jo in in g  w itl)  d itch  diggers, b rick 
layers and a ll the other- categories 
o f C iv il W orks laborers, were the 
previously immune "untouchables'’ 
— the w h ite  co lla r office workers. 
They added zest to the s p ir it  in  
the a ir.

“ The C. W. A. must go o n !”  “ No 
la yo ffs !”  Thousands of workers 
shouted these slogans, the streets 
r in g in g  w ith  protest against the 
in fam y o f the present scheme of 
mass fir in g . The police— in  the ir 
usual Hessian fashion attempted to 
provoke or to cu t short the protest 
by lay ing  out w hat they thought 
would be a “ proper”  route fo r the 
marchers. A t the offices o f the 
CW A a t 28th St., the lusty shouts of 
the thousands o f workers rang out 
th e ir  denunciation of the CWA o f
ficia ldom . A t th is  po in t the police 
tr ied  to stem the march, but failed. 
The w orkers marched past, the 
CW A offices twice.

W hile  there are a few  CWA or
ganized CWA workers are members 
th a t the Association o f C iv il Works 
Employees at 22 K. 22th St., has 
the best chance fo r grow th. A ll tne 
speakers, inc lud ing  of course the 
S ta lin is ts  from  the R e lie f W orkers 
League, howled fo r  u n ity !  I f  there 
is to be u n ity  among the CW A w o rk 
ers, the e lim ina tion  o f superfluous 
organ ization m ust take place, and 
the fus ing  of these groups in to  the 
m ain stream. The m a jo rity  of o r
ganized CW A workers are members 
o f the Association of C iv il W orks 
Employees. There is where we 
should concentrate, and help build 
i t  in to  a mass organization fo r the 
figh t to come. — C. W. A.

Inwood Park
A  thousand workers are employ

ed here on the A  sh ift. D o in g 'th e  
usual rou tine o f non-meehanized

I drains, f il l in g  in or leve ling  la nd ; 
the brick layers lay ing  bricks on 
the soggy ground, w ith  the m elting  
snow m aking the w o rk  absolutely 
worthless. Two months ago when 
an attem pt was made to organize 
the CW A workers fo r  better condi
tions (such as pay every week, un
ion scale) and in  general the r ig h t 
to organize, M r. M acA rthu r, a su
pervisor (now up on charges o f 
padding the pa y ro ll) in tim ida ted  
the process. He said “ you can’t  
organize against the Government” . 
"The NR A  does not include the 
CW A.”

When a dem onstration was being 
organized to demand pay three 
weeks in  arrears, M r. M acA rthu r 
howled and stormed, threatening 
the immediate fir in g  o f anyone who 
le ft  the job  to dem onstrate a t the 
office. Nobody w e n t! The prospect 
of being fired w ith  no organization 
as yet strong enough to figh t fo r  
the workers, dissipated the possi
b ilitie s  of m ilita n t p ro test; every
body ju s t grumbled and cursed. 
When the wage cut came— the same 
thing.

There was no organ ization to lead 
us, except fo r  a few  workers who 
vented the ir, personal feelings a t 
th is  damnable “ cha rity  w o rk ”  of 
the government. M r. D u tch  Schultz 
and his cohorts gra fted  pennies 
and dimes from  the workers by the 
po licy racket, and his honor the 
mayor did r ig h t by the w ork ing  
class by suspending i t  fo r  a week. 
M r. Schultz is operating again in  
collusion w ith  the genteel Tammany 
boys who officiate as the Foreman 
w ith  the honorable m ayor’s dispens
ation. These boys have organized 
i t  on bette r lines and no arrests 
take place.

On below-zero F riday , a Negro 
foreman caught cold and died the 
next day. A  number o f workers 
died, unable to buy decent warm  
clothes on $13.44 a week, and to 
support a fam ily . A  w orker sacri
fices these essentials fo r  paying 
rent, .c loth ing h is k ids  and buying 
food. Is  there any money le ft— 
w ith  r is ing  prices— and our pay cut 
instead o f increased to meet the 
rise in  commodities?

A number of contacts have been 
made, w h ich  should soon enough 
develop and m ust develop in to  the

P ark to  organize fo r  the ba ttle  fo r  
be tte r conditions and the continua
tion  o f the C. W. A. —CWA.

Marine Park

Marine Park, Brooklyn, N. ¥ .—
M arine P ark  CW A workers suc
ceeded in  fo rc ing  from  the local 
officials a chance to make up a 
ha lf-day ’s pay they had been cheat
ed out of.

When the workers received th e ir 
pay-check ($11.20), they discover
ed they had been docked a h a lf
day’s pay, a ltho  a promise had pre
viously been given them th a t they 
w ou ld  not be docked fo r  going home 
ea rly  in  sub-zero weather.

Spontaneous s trikes took place 
in  alm ost every section o f the park, 
despite the fa c t th a t the gangs, 
which are w ide ly  seperated, were 
not aw are o f th e ir  common action. 
Move than 300 marched to the pay- 
shack to demand th e ir  fu l l  pay.

The m a jo r in  charge rushed off 
h u rrie d ly  to pa rk  headquarters and 
returned w ith  the in fo rm a tio n  th a t 
we would be perm itted  to come in  
early  and make up the tim e “ los t” .

The whole a ffa ir  should make i t  
very c lear to  CW A workers tha t 
organized mass action is the only 
means by w h ich they can defeat 
the plans o f the ad m in is tra tion  to 
squeeze down on CW A funds and 
eventually fire  every w orker from  
the job.

*  *  *  *

The officials in  charge o f the park 
are prepared to  go to  any lengths 
to find  excuses fo r  f ir in g  workers. 
They hesitate to  make mass la y 
offs, because they know  tha t th is  
w i l l  enrage the workers suffic iently 
to make them fig h t back.

On Saturday m orn ing, a w indy, 
icy day, when i t  was to rtu re  on ly 
to hold a cold shovel in  your hand, 
the prosperous-looking car o f the 
“ m a jo r”  who is in  charge of the 
pro ject, drew  up in  f ro n t o f a gang 
of section 3, and a fte r  a whispered 
conference w ith  the foremen the 
men were to ld  to line  up fo r  dis
charge slips. The reason given 
was th a t we had “ refused to w o rk ” ! 
B u t th is  d ir ty  deal was too raw  to 
go over, and the “ m a jo r”  drove 
away w ith  every man s t i l l  w ork ing .

W hat is to prevent h im  from  com
ing back to  t r y  th is  t r ic k  again, 
and th is  tim e successfully? Only 
the organized action o f the w o rk 
ers themselves OF W H IC H  EVER Y 
C A P IT A L IS T  P O L IT IC IA N  I  S 
A F R A ID . CW A workers m ust learn 
the lessons o l unions in  in du s try  
and O R G AN IZE TO PROTECT 
T H E IR  JOBS.

Prospect Park

F o llow ing  months o f the degrad
ing  nonsense w h ich  was C. W. A. 
“ w o rk  j  in  Prospect Park, the new 
pa rk  commissioner Moses w ith  the 
assistance o f “ Federal B ra ins ”  had 
pu t the m a jo r ity  o f the $13.44 le is
ure class a t ' “ constructive”  w ork. 
In  th is  “ constructive  w o rk ” , thè 
d ic tum  la id  down by H a rry  Hopkins 
th a t no m achinery be used is  car
rie d  ou t to  the  le tte r.

Some are sent to Coney Is land  
to  screen the sand on the beach by 
hand. T ru e ly  here is an e te rna l job  
fo r  a l l  the unemployed. Others 
w ith  picks, shovels and wheelbar
rows ( in  mechanized in d u s tr ia l
ized A m erica) a re 'a t work, pecking 
away a t frozen earth  and rock— 
m aking roads, flow er beds, ditches, 
etc.

H a rd  m iserable w o rk  in  abomin
able weather, ca rried  on by poorly  
clad, il l- fe d  men fo r  $13.44 a week. 
A  steam shovel and a tru c k  could 
effic ien tly  and w e ll do more w o rk  
than the whole crew. B u t no mach
ine ry  is allowed fo r  th is  is Roose
v e lt ’s ‘ “ made w ork” . In  other 
words i t  is cap ita lis t punishment 
fo r the crim e o f being unemployed.

—K .

Wage Cuts

Along w ith  the cu t in  wages put 
over on the unemployed by $500 
a week po litic ian s  who th in k  fifteen 
do lla rs too much fo r  a CW A w ork
er and his fam ily , w en t the th re a t 
o f even c u ttin g  off the m iserable 
rem ain ing $13.44. And th a t th rea t 
is being made good.

Hundreds o f thousands o f men 
have already been la id  off. They 
are to  be absorbed in to  industry , 
we are to ld . A t  the same tim e fig 
ures released by Secretary o f L a 
bor Perkins, show a decline o f five 
hundred thousand in  in d u s tr ia l em
ploym ent du rin g  the m onth o f Jan
uary.

S tarva tion on the fa rm s is in 
creasing. Farm ers forced off the 
land by Roosevelt*, A . A. A. p ro
gram are jo in in g  c ity  unemployed 
on re lie f ro lls . There is no th ing in  
s ight fo r the “ released”  CW A w o rk 
ers except s ta rva tion  o r the bread 
lines.

“ B y M ay 1st, a l l CW A w o rk  w i l l  
be ended” , says Roosevelt. A nd in  
the parks, the mudholes and snow  
piles where the CW A men w o rk  th is  
statem ent is being discussed. There 
P ark. In  the next week or so, a

work, such as d igg ing ditches fo r basis fo r  an organization at Inwood

Things the Minneapolis Coal
yard  Worders IVon t Forget

Those pickets who dumped two 
seven-ton loads in  fro n t of N o rth
W estern Yard No. 1 on the f irs t  m orn ing o f the S tr ik e :
The action th a t warned the rest of 
the Companies w hat to expect.

* * * * *
T ha t 3 hour runn ing fig h t up
W est Broadway to keep a loud of coal fro m  being delivered 
to ex-S lie riff B row n's greenhouse.

* * * * $
T hat figh ting  young w orker who seized a cop by the th ro a t 
and made him  apologize (before the crow d) fo r ca lling 
h im  a v ile  name.

* * * * *
T h a t in  th is  S trike, mass p icketing 
became a re a lity —not an empty slogan.

* * * * *

The sight of a h a ll f u l l  o f sleepy men 
jum p ing  to th e ir  feet, shaking the sleep 
from  th e ir eyes, responding eagerly to  the 
never ending demands*—ten pickets here! 
tw en ty pickets the re !

!•! * * % *
The steady line of workers flocking up to 
jo in  the Union— then leaving to swell 
the p icke t lines.

* * * * *
The fac t th a t few— very few, farm ers tr ied  
to  scab by selling wood fo r  easy cash although 
wood is p le n tifu l— and the farm ers needed the 
money.

* * * * *
The cheer tha t went up from  the coal workers 
when they learned tha t the Ice Wagon D rivers, 
in  spite of th e ir  officials, had decided to 
go out in  sympathy.

* * * * *
The m il ita n t  young pickets who
in  the face o f p is to l fire  and five squad cars
fu l l  of cops— dumped th a t load o f coal.

* * * * *

T hat the second and the th ird  n igh t 
o f the S trike — found the fu e l o i l d rivers 
responding to the pickets’ demands fo r  “ no 
fue l deliveries” . M any drivers refused to work.

* * * * *
Tfie fa c t: T ha t the en tire  police force backed 
the bosses, bu t th a t a ll the coal th a t filte red 
through the p icket lines, could have been 
delivered by ONE Union D R IV E R  in  tw o  hours.

♦ * * * *
'(That the S trike  was so effective a fte r  the firs t 

aay— i t  required a Doctor’s prescrip tion  to  
get coal through the lines— in  case o f sickness.

* * * * *
cha t the Union agreement to le t W e lfa re  Coal 
go, the firs t day— was v io la ted by any number 
of greedy coal owners— I t  was banned a fte r 
tha t because of th is  double-crossing.

* * * * *
That the bosses had to swallow  th e ir  
insolent sander that, “ the men can’t  organize” ,
“ they won’t  s tic k ” — they saw U N IO N  organisation—  
they saw them S T IC K — More than tha t, they saw 
tnem F IG H T . —V . R . D.

m eeting w i l l  be called near the 
is p len ty o f m ilitancy  and readiness 
fo r  struggle. The conscious m in 
o r ity  m ust now w ith o u t fu r th e r 
delay push the task of strengthen
ing  and bu ild ing  the unemployed 
organizations. The dem onstration 
o f Feb. 15, m ust be considered on ly 
as the beginning of a campaign to 
tu rn  the paper o r skeleton organ i
zation o f the Association of C iv il 
W orks Employees and the W orkers 
Unemployment League in to  rea l 
maès organizations o f the ( ’W A and 
other unemployed. — K.

Shachtman
Tour

On M arch firs t, comrade Shacht
man begins his na tiona l tou r. Th is 
is the second na tiona l tou r under
taken by the League th is  season, 
bu t i t  w i l l  be fa r  bigger than any 
one preceding it ,  extending from  
coast to coast and covering the 
most im portan t in d u s tr ia l centers 
throughout the country. A  period 
of tw o  months and a h a lf has been 
a llo tted  fo r its  com pletion w ith  at 
least one pub lic  meeting a t every 
stop-over.

I t  is the aim  of th is  tou r tb 
b ring  the League message on the 
most burn ing questions con fron ting  
the Am erican w orkers to  much w id 
er circles than heretofore. F irs t 
and forem ost amongst these ques
tions stands the one of assembling 
the forces fo r  a new revo lu tiona ry  
pa rty . T h is  w i l l  be comrade Shacht- 
m an’s main topic. He w i l l  present 
the M arx is t answer to the question : 
"D o  We Need a New R evolutionary 
P arty  in  Am erica.”  Where more 
than one m eeting is scheduled he 
w i l l  also deal w ith  such subjects 
a s : “ Is  Am erica Headed Towards 
W ar?” ; “ The F u tu re  of the New 
Deal” , and "The Soviet Union U n
der S ta lin ism .”

Comrade Shachtman is w e ll qual
ified to answer these questions on 
behalf o f the League. Our v iew 
po in t is w e ll known to many m il i
ta n t workers. ’They w i l l  fo rm  the 
active kernel in  bu ild ing  up the 
meetings and there should be l i t t le  
doubt th a t in  every respect the tou r 
w i l l  be successful.

The League itse lf is in  a state 
o f g ro w th  w ith  a netw ork of branch
es throughout the country. Several 
new ones have been added recently 
in the W estern states. T h is  makes 
such an extended tou r possible. The 
tou r can be a new high po in t in  
w inn ing  new adherents to our 
viewpoint and gain new members 
fo r  the League. In  addition, and 
th is  goes w ith o u t saying, the very 
successful M ilitant subscription 
campaign, now w e ll under way, 
should find its  c lim ax in  new read
ers being added to the lis t  in  every 
c ity, vis ited by comrade Shachtman. 
A ll M ilitant readers w i l l  thus be 
able to he lp m a te ria lly  in m aking 
th is  tou r a new fo rw a rd  step fo r 
the League.

The fo llow ing  is the schedule fo r  
the na tiona l tou r up to Chicago. 
The add itiona l dates w i l l  be re 
ported in  subsequent issues: 
Thursday, March 1st —New Haven 
Workman’s Circle Center, 72 Legion 

Ave.
Friday, March 2nd, Boston Mass.
Otisfield H all, Cor. O tisfie ld and
B lue H i l l  Ave., Roxbury, Mass.

8:00 P. M.
Sat., March 3rd Boston, Mass.
Sun., March 4th Boston, Mass.
Labor Lyceum, Auspices: Young

Circle  League, 4 :30 P. M. 
Tues., M arch 6th— Rochester, N. Y. 
Wed., M arch 7th— Rochester, N. Y. 
Thurs., M arch 8th— Syracuse, N. Y. 
F ri., M arch 9th— Syracuse N. Y. 
Sat., M arch 10th— Syracuse, N. Y. 
Sun., M arch 11th— Buffa lo  N. Y. 
Mon., M arch 12th— P ittsburgh, Pa. 
Tues., M arch 13th— P ittsburgh, Pa. 
Wed1., M arch 14th— Newcastle Pa. 
Thurs., M arch 15th— Youngstown O. 
F ri., M arch 16th— Youngstown, O. 
Sat., M arch 17th— Cleveland Ohio 
Sun., M arch 18th— Chicago, 111. 
Mon., M arch 19th— Chicago, 111. 
Tues., March 20th— Chicago, 111. 
Wed., M arch 21st—Chicago 111. 
Thurs., M arch 22nd—  Chicago, 111.

Shachtman Tour Boston, Mass.
M A S S  M E E T I N G

“THE SOVIET UNION UNDER  
STA LIN ISM ”

a t
LABOR LYCEUM  

Boston, Mass.

Sunday, March 4th—4:30 P. M.
Auspices: Young C irc le  League

Shachtman Tour Boston, Mass. 
MASS M EETING

“DO WE NEED A NEW COM
M U NIST PARTY IN  AMERICA”

at
O TIS FIE LD  H ALL  

Cor. Otisfield and Blue H ill Ave., 
Roxbury, Mass

FR ID A Y, MARCH 2nd—8:00 P. M.

ADMISSION 10 CENTS 
Auspices: Boston Branch C. L. A.

Revolt in the Blockers Union
Reactionary Clique Struggle Threatens Split

The workers in  the B lockers Local 
42 o f the Cap and M illin e ry  In te r 
na tiona l Union are up In arms 
against Z a ritz k y ’s a rb itra ry  and 
au tocra tic  leadersBip. The revo lt 
reached its  height Monday, Feb. 12, 
at a packed meeting in  B ryan t H a ll 
when President Z a ritzky  was not 
perm itted to proceed w ith  his ap
pointm ent of o fficers fo r  the local.

Results of Clique Struggle
The present ferm ent o f the block

ers is the cu lm ina tion  o f a p ro tra c t
ed struggle th a t has been going on 
between the racketeering clique of 
Goldin, who headed the loca l t i l l  
1932, and the au tocra tic  Z a ritzky  
bureaucracy heading the In te rn a 
tiona l. In  1932, Z a ritzky  reorgan
ized Lqcal 42, and imposed upon i t  
an appointed leadership o f his own 
henchmen. Goldin, w ith  a number 
of blockers fo llow ing  him , organized 
his own loca l as pa rt o f the United 
H a tte rs  Union. Th is resulted in  
bloody w arfa re  in the shops, w ith  
both cliques com peting fo r  the re 
cognition of the bosses by g iv ing  
up one a fte r another the conditions 
the blockers had, won through years 
o f struggle.

Now, tha t the Z a ritzky  leadership 
o f the M illin e ry  In te rn a tio n a l has 
come to  term s the M ichael Green 
ou tfit heading the U n ited H atters, 
G old in was le ft  out in  the cold. 
One of the terms o f th is  agreement 
was the m erger o f the tw o  block
ers locals. A t the m eeting on Feb. 
12, Z a ritzky  came to announce his 
appointees fo r the merged blockers 
local. ’The workers reacted in  no 
uncerta in term s against Z a ritz k y ’s 
abuse o f th e ir  fundam ental dem
ocratic righ ts , to elect th e ir  own 
officials. Gold in is now tak in g  fu l l  
advantage o f the sentim ent among 
the workers.

Among those who jo ined up w ith  
Goldin in  the hypocritica l cry fo r 
workers' democracy in  the union, 
are B rickm an and S in t who have 
been partners in  crim e w ith  Z a r it
zky in  1932 du rin g  the reorganiza- 
ton o f Local 42. These ind iv iduals, 
themselves are g u ilty  o f v io la tin g  
the w icke rs  righ ts , "by accepting 
Z a ritz k y ’s appointments when the 
organization, took place.

Fishing In  Troubled Waters
The “ un ited  f ro n t”  S ta lin ites too 

are try in g  to fish in  the troubled 
watery. W ork ing  in  the in te rest of 
the discredited “ In d u s tr ia l Union”  
they exp lo it every occasion to 
weaken and s p lit the In te rna tiona l. 
Th is "U n ited  F ro n t" group has be
come pa l't am i parcel o f the Goldin 
clique o f racketeers. These masters 
o f s p lit and d is rup tion  are t ra il in g  
behind Goldin, supplying h im  w ith  
the " le f t ”  phrases. The “ leaders”  
of th is  so-called U n ited  F ront, 
Gustav W ollm an & I .  W ollm an have 
themselves had a taste of the k ind  
o f un ion G old in can give them. 
Goldin is the very one who expelled 
m ilita n t workers from  the local 
du rin g  his rule, keeping them out 
o f meetings w ith  the aid o f police 
and gangsters. We have not fo rgo t
ten the k in d  of “ dem ocratic”  elec
tions G old in  gave us. We have 
not fo rgo tten  the gangster ru le  of 
te rro r w ith  w h ich G old in m anta in- 
ed h im se lf in  office.

A no ther sm all figure in  th is  shady 
com bination is one M ax Rose. Th is 
¡responsible person, who played 
around w ith  the L e ft  w ing  and even

made a b ig  noise about his rad ica l
ism, has shown his colors in  th is  
cris is  and has become a supporter 
of the s p lit t in g  com bination.

This co lo rfu l com bination o f the 
black G old in clique, the “ red”  U n i
ted F ro n t and the section of Z a rit- 
zkys’ fo rm er henchmen, are try in g  
now under the ba ttle  cry o f w o rk 
ers democracy to m islead the block
ers to go through w ith  an election 
o f officers over the head of the In 
te rna tiona l, th is  Monday, Feb. 26.

Where W ill Revolt Lead?
The revo lt of the blockers against 

Z a ritz k y ’s abuse o f the fundam ent
a l r ig h ts  o f the membership has 
reached a po in t now when the next 
im m ediate step w i l l  decide whether 
i t  is  to  become the lever th a t w i l l  
shake his au tocra tic  ru le  in  the 
In te rna tiona l, or i t  w i l l  become a 
pure ly  loca l movement o f defiance 
and eventually get in to  the b lind  
a lley o f sp lit, d is in tegra tion , and 
subsequent destruction a t the hands 
of Z a r itz k y ’s superior fo rces : the 
con tro l o f the In te rn a tio n a l mach
ine. The la tte r  m nst be the ou t
come i f  the blockers fo llow  the mis- 
leadership o f Goldin, W ollm an, 
B rickm an, Sint, and Co.

Z a ritzky  has appointed the ad
m in is tra tion  of the local. Goldin 
and his a llies are proceeding w ith  
th e ir own elections. The day a fte r 
these proposed elections, the block
ers w ill find themselves w ith  two 
set of officers. T h is  w i l l  mean an
o th e r protracted g u e rilla  figh t and 
a contest in  each shop, w ith  a l l the 
advantages on Z a r itz k y ’s s ide : 
con tro l o f the o ther cra fts , the 
agreement w ith  the bosses, and an 
arm y from  unemployed blockers 
from  w h ich to d raw  recru its , not 
to speak of the treasury a t his d is
posal, and the backing he w i l l  un 
doubtedly get fro m  the other needle 
trades In te rn a tion a l unions. The 
hopeless figh t of Local 43 and its  
consequences are s t i l l  fresh in  our 
memory.

The Right Road
There is only one rem a in ing road 

fo r the blockers to  fo llow . I t  is 
necessary to  u tiliz e  the entire  pres
sure of th is  revo lt to force Z a r it
zky ’s to  ca ll fo r  an ea rly  election. 
The protest movement m ust be in 
tensified and spread in to  the other 
locals o f the Ine rna tiona l to  p ick 
up our ba ttle  cry fo r  a dem ocratic
a lly  run union. There is suffic ient 
discontent among the m illin e rs  of 
a ll c ra fts  w ith  Z a ritz k y ’s autocratic 
ru le  th a t can be ign ited  in to  a 
pow erfu l movement, to do away  
w ith  the abuses o f Z a ritzky  and his 
henchmen. Goldin, W illm an, and 
Co., are m erely p lay ing  in to  the 
hands o f Z a ritzky , by dragg ing the 
blockers in to  the tra p  o f a dual 
blockers local, cou rt proceedings, 
com petition fo r  the good graces of 
the bosses, and the fu r th e r  low er
ing  o f the miserable standards tha t 
p reva il in  the trade.

Maintain United Local
We w arn  the blockers to m ain

ta in  a un ited local under any and 
a l l  conditions, no t to  be m isled by 
Goldin and his henchmen, who are 
out m erely fo r th e ir  personal ga in s ; 
no t to  be m isled by the irresponsi
ble adventurism  of the so-called 
“ un ited f ro n t” .

In  th is  revo lt o f the blockers 
there was on ly one voice th a t spoke 
c learly  fo r  a m il ita n t  f ig h t along

Money vs M en
Capital and Labor in the 

Hotel Strike
L ike  a good many o ther indus

tries, the hotel in d u s try  expanded 
and overexpanded du ring  the boom 
period o f the 1920s. The effects o f 
th is  investm ent orgy were1 obvious 
even a,s ea rly  as 1928, a t the very 
he ight o f the prosperity  flush. In  
the e igh t year period from  1920 to 
1928 the num ber of ava ilable rooms 
had increased 50 percent (from  
1,070,000 to 1,521,000) whereas the 
rooms actua lly  occupied increased 
less than 13 percent (fro m  914,850 
to 1,028,916), and the number o f 
guests by about the same percent
age. In  other words, the percent
age o f occupancy had declined to 
67.6%, though i t  is understood in  
the trade th a t 70 percent occupancy 
is necessary fo r  pro fitab le  opera
tion. D u rin g  the same period, fa i l
ures increased yea rly  fro m  59 in  
1921 to  112 in  1928.

Wages in  1029 were as low  as 
$844 annually  fo r  d in ing  room, 
lunch room and kitchen employees 
in the whole country and $988 fo r 
New Y ork  workers. The average 
annual wage o f other workers was 
$904 and $1,081 respectively. (These 
figures taken from  the U. S. Census 
Bureau sta tis tics of 1929 re fe r only 
to hotels o f 25 rooms or more, op
erated a ll year around.)

Since the above figures wgre ga
thered wages have fa lle n  tw en ty- 
five percent and more. N or has 
the N R A  helped any. Q uite the 
con tra ry. Wages o f w a ite rs  and 
waitresses w h ich were $20 before 
had fa llen  to $15 in  August 1933. 
And these are officia l government 
figures. A group of sk illed  workers 
— cooks— who were m aking an aver
age o f $40.88 a week when they 
took th e ir  jobs, were m aking $30.04 
in  October 1933. A t the same tim e, 
hours and the amount of w ork to  
be done have increased.

Along w ith  excessive investment 
w hat characterized and charcterizes 
the hotels is the h igh degree o f con
cen tra tion  .of cap ita l. There are 
26,800 hotels in  the, country o f 
w h ich  about h a lf are sm all busi
nesses (less than twenty-five room s), 
many o f them operated o n ly  season
a lly . In  the rem ain ing ha lf, the 
estim ated investment is $250.000 
per hotel, 22 workers in  each fo r 
the whole country and 33 in  each 
fo r  New York.

To fu r th e r  ju s t ify  th e ir  wage 
cu tting , the bosses and bankers have 
resorted to m an ipu la ting  th e ir  ac
counts so that,' th e ir  hooks show 
sm alle r profits. Costs o f deprecia
tion  o f bu ild ings, etc., have been 
fa lse ly  raised to an absurd degree; 
financing costs have been heavily 
padded. A ll th is  in  order to show 
excuses fo r wage cuts against w o rk
ers who in  many case have spent 
eighteen years learn ing th e ir  trade 
—chefs fo r  example.

B u t w h ile  the bosses have mo 
money fo r  wages, they have plenty 
o f money to  figh t workers ' organiza
tion  fo r  be tte r conditions (the “ w ar 
chest”  has been estimated a t some 
$600,000). They have the bankers 
who con tro l them behind them. I t  
is against them, against m iserable 
conditions th a t thousands o f w o rk
ers, fo llow ing  the example o f the 
W aldorf-A sto ria  men, are now s tr ik 
in g  under the leadership of the 
Am algam ated Food W orkers Union.

these lines, fo r  a figh t against 
Z a ritz k y ’s abuses and G old in ’s mis- 
leadership. T h a t was the voice of 
the U n ited Blockers League. T h is  
group o f m ilita n t workers, through 
its  leaflets, and a t the mass meet
ings, gave the proper w a rn ing  and 
pointed out the correct road fo r  the 
blockers. We are confident th a t the 
blockers w i l l  realize th a t th is  is the 
f'n ly  road fo r them to  fo llow .

—BLOCKER.

Another United F ront Burlesque
Chicago.— A “ un ited fro n t”  con

ference held here in  the Abraham  
Linco ln  Center on February 10 and 
11 resulted in  the organization of 
a Chicago branch o f the Am erican 
League A ga inst W ar and Fascism. 
The whole th in g  evidenced the fac t 
tha t the P arty  has as l i t t le  concep
tion  o f w ha t constitutes a un ited 
fro n t as i t  had du rin g  the he ight 
of the “ th ird  period” .

The ca ll was issued by a group 
of in d iv id u a l libera ls, pacifists and 
Communists in  th e ir  own name and 
stated th a t they were not represent
ing any organization. The opening 
session o f the conference which 
took place Saturday n igh t was held 
w ith  the signers of the c a ll f irm ly  
in  the saddle as arrangements com
m ittee. They had decided in  ad
vance the number on the  creden
t ia l  and resolutions committees arid 
who should compose such com m it
tees.

Thomas McKenna, executive sec
re ta ry  o f the Chicago C iv il L ib e r
ties Union and undercover S ta lin 
ist, called the m eeting to order. 
He called on John W e rlik , “ repre
sentative o f the Am erican Federa
tion  o f Labo r”  bu t in  re a lity  re 
presenting a sm all m etal polishers’ 
local to  act as chairm an. Then 
he elected h im se lf secretary of the 
Conference.

The cha irm an f irs t  called on M c
Kenna to  read a com m unication 
from  Pro f. Robert Morse Lovett 
who could not be present. The 
Professor’s le tte r was fu l l  o f “ sex
ua l urges”  and “ cosmic urges”  as 
causes o r war. Then he called on 
M rs. Felsenthal, representing the 
Jew ish bourgeois Women’s Federa
tion, to read a le te r fro m  M rs. Lola

M averick L loyd  o f the Women 
1 Peace League who also could not 
be present. H e r le tte r  called on 
the conference to  “ organize the 
be au tifu l sentim ents and m obilize 
the human ins tinc ts  against w ar.”  
B oth le tte rs  were round ly applaud
ed by the  75% S ta lin is t audience 
and p ra c tica lly  set the keynote to 
the en tire  proceedings. There fo l
lowed Rev. W. B. W a ltm ire  who 
recounted the horrors o f W ar and 
B. K . Gebert, Communist P a rty  
D is tr ic t  O rganizer who spoke in 
the same vein offering no c la rifica 
tion  on e ither w ar nor Fascism.

Joseph K n ig h t, delegate repre
senting Local 34 o f Chicago W ork
ers Committee on Unemployment, 
in troduced a m in o rity  report o f the 
Resoution Committee. H is  two 
resolutions, in  con trad is tinc tion  to 
the m a jo r ity  ( S ta lin is t)_ resolution, 
summed up M arx ian  analysis and 
program  o f action on the questions 
of w a r and fascism. The f irs t re
solution established a correct re
la tio n  between these two which 
the S ta lin is t resolution lumped to- 
egther in  a most confused man
ned. In  add ition  to  Local 34 the 
m in o rity  resolutions were supported 
by Local 21 o f the same organiza
tion , the Communist League, the 
Communist P a rty  Opposition (Love- 
stoneites) and the M ilita n t W ork
ers Club o f the South Side.

The Communist League was re
presented by comrades Goldman, 
S a tir and G iganti. O f these on ly 
Goldman was able to get the floor 
to speak. When his a llo tted  five 
m inutes were up and the chairm an 
requested h im  to  stop voices 
throughout the h a ll urged th a t tim e 
he extended. A  m otion to extend 
his tim e, made by R. Sacharow,

representing W orkers Committee, 
Local 21, and seconded by an I.  L. 
D. delegate, was voted down.

The credentia l committee repo rt
ed delegates from  151 organiza
tion s : I .  W. O .; I. L. D . ; W. I.  R. ; 
Communist P a r ty ; F ra te rna l and 
C u ltu ra l societies, Ladies Peace 
Society’s ; etc. The on ly  people 
present not under d irec t p a rty  
con tro l were ourselves, the  Love- 
stoneites, the W orkers Committee 
Locals, Juniou Wobblies and sev
e ra l other groups. Nevertheless, 
the reporter fo r the credentia ls 
committee stated w ith o u t stam m er
ing  th a t the conference represented 
66,000 organized ind iv idua ls . T h is  
does not prevent the D a ily  W orker, 
however, from  reporting  present 
175 delegates w ith  70,000 being re 
presented. T h is  enormous paper 
strength does not foo l anybody.

The antics of the S ta lin is ts  made 
good subject fo r  humor, in  many 
insatnee. F o r example, Beatrice 
Shields, the p a rty ’s theore tica l 
heavy weight in the D is tr ic t, un
w itt in g ly  to ld the delegates th a t 
the Program  of the Am erican Lea
gue Aga inst W ar and Fascism, 
which was placed under f ire  by  
the L e ft Opposition as w e ll as by 
Hackman o f the Lovestoneites, had 
been form ula ted by the p a rty  as a 
m in im um  program  and th a t th e ir  
maxim um  program  w ent much fa r 
ther. I t  must have occurred to 
many tha t no m atter how “ m in i
mum ”  th is  program  was, i t  s t i l l  
IS  T H E  P A R T Y ’S PROGRAM. I t  
was a rrived  a t by agreement w ith  
no one bu t themselves. I t  is  de
signed to  a ttra c t the Ladies Peace 
Society bu t not the workers.

—J. S. G,



O neal Discovers «Trotskyism»
Socialist Locals Come O ut For The Fourth International

M P L S . L A B O R  N O T E S

A  sacred flam e flickers in  the 
weekly column of the socia lis t o r
gan, The New Leader. I t  is  kept 
a live  by the oracu lar commentaries 
o f the ed itor, M r. James Oneal. 
E very  week, Cassandra croaks a 
w a rn ing  to  one o r another group in  
the flock w h ich  threatens to  stray 
from  the barren pastures fenced in  
by the h igh j>riests of the Socia list 
pa rty . One w ould1 th in k  th a t a 
shepherd who has had such unre
lieved bad lu ck  in  the past fifteen 
years would shut up shop and go 
in to  a business more suited to h is 
ta lents. B u t not M r. Oneal.
Local Denver for 4th International

In  the New Leader o f Febraury 
10, 1934, the sm allest ava ilab le  
type in  the most obscure corner an
nounces the not un im portan t fac t 
th a t

“Local Denver has endorsed the 
Springfield (111.) resolution to with
draw from the International and 
join the Fourth (Trotsky) In ter
national.”

Elsewhere we learn  tha t, a t least 
in  New Y ork , branches o f the So
c ia lis t p a rty  are lis ten ing  to speech
es on “ T ro tsky  and the F ou rth  In 
te rn a tio n a l” . A t  a ll events, the 
h ig h ly  encouraging news th a t tw o 
branches as fa r  apart as Spring fie ld  
and Denver have adopted resolu
tions in  fa v o r o f the new revo lu
tion a ry  In te rn a tion a l, would in 
d ica te  th a t there is a d is tin c t— if  
as yet a weak— curren t in  the ranks 
o f the Sopia list p a rty  fo r  a clean 
break w ith  the Second In te rn a tio n 
a l and association w ith  the  F ourth .

In to  the breach rushes M r. Oneal. 
In  h is column o f February 17, he 
w r ite s :

Democracy are today fa r  less a 
m a tte r o f on ly  theore tica l dispute 
than they were over a decade ago 
when Oneal engaged in  debate in  
the New S tar Casino in  New Y ork 
and procla im ed th a t he would never 
jo in  an In te rn a tio n a l w h ich  h a r
bored Xoske and Scheidemann. 
There is today a fa r  vaster store o f 
fac tu a l m a te ria l by w h ich  to  judge 
than existed a decade ago—and 
there was more than enough even 
then.

As an h is to rian  o f ea rly  co lon ia l 
life , M r. Oneal- has delved as m e ti
cu lously in to  fac ts  as his un -M arx
ian m ind would pe rm it. Whenever 
he has occasion to  touch upon the 
n is to ry  of Communism and pro le
ta r ia n  revo lu tion, however, he be
comes a d issem inator o f m yths. To 
the e rr in g  “ T ro tsky is ts ”  in  his 
pa rty , therefore, he lectures as fo l
lows :

“ That s itua tions have been m is
judged a t times by the movements 
abroad may be granted, bu t th a t 
Com m unist ideology and methods 
have been w ise and have served 
the w o rk ing  class is no t true, as 
B avaria , I ta ly ,  H u ng ary  and1 Ger
many s h o w .. .  .The Bolsheviks ju dg 
ed w rong ly and paid the pena lty 
in  Bavaria , I ta ly ,  H u ng ary  and 
Germany. The Labor P a rty  in  Eng
land m iscalculated its  d u ty  in  office 
and paid the penalty. The Social
ists in  Germany and I ta ly  had not 
on ly th e ir  own choice to make bu t 
th a t choice was also lim ite d  by 
w hat the Communists decided to  
do.”

Social Democratic Legends
I f  by “ Com m unist1 ideology and 

A  reso lu tion has been adopted methods”  are m eant the ideology
by a few  (A  fe w !— s.) Socia list 
locals w h ich  declares th a t the  Labor 
and Socia lis t In te rn a tio n a l, ‘com
m only known as the Second In te r 
nationa l, has an unbroken record 
o f disservice to the w o rk ing  class o f 
the w orld , beginning w ith  its  sup
po rt o f the n a tion a lis tic  and im per
ia lis t ic  am bitions of the bourge
oisie before and du rin g  the w a r o f 
1914-1918, fo llow ed by its  a ttem pt 
(a ltoge ther too successful) to  re 
store order and harm ony to the d is
rupted cap ita lis t economy in  the 
defeated nations, and th is  a t the 
expense o f the p ro le ta ria t.’

“ Then ‘the stra tegy and tactics 
o f evo lu tiona ry  socialism  and re 
fo rm ism  have proved its  in a b ility  to 
w iths tand  the advance of Fascism ’ 
w h ich destroyed ‘a ll the reform s and 
advantages th a t labor unions and 
p o lit ic a l action have gained in  de
cades’. Therefore, i t  is  urged th a t 
the p a rty  w ith d ra w  fro m  the L. S. 
I .  and jo in  the F ou rth  In te rn a 
tion a l.”

— And w h a t would1 th is  mean? 
M r. Oneal is not easily deceived.

“ P a rty  members should under
stand th a t the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l 
is  a pro ject o f the T ro tsky  Commun
ists and th a t i t  means th a t the So
c ia lis t P a rty  should a ffilia te  w ith  a 
new Com m unist In te rn a tio n a l. The 
resolution conceals th is  im portan t 
fa c t.”

Oneal Distorts Facts
B u t who is M r. Oneal to  cast a 

stone? H e no t on ly  conceals facts 
o f no lesser im portance, bu t alas! 
he d is to rts  several more. The 
m erits  o f Communism versus Social

and methods of Lenin, T ro ts k y  and 
the Com m unist In te rn a tio n a l w h ich  
they founded, we don’t  know  w hat 
Oneal is ta lk in g  about. I f  he is 
re fe rr in g  to  thé  legend created as 
a cover fo r  soc ia lis t treachery, i t  
should not take more than a few 
sentences to  explode it .

1. The revo lu tion  in  Bavaria  
was not led by the Bolsheviks a t 
a ll, bu t by the Independent Social
ists under K u r t  E isner, la te r m u r
dered by Count A rco-Va lley. In to  
the E isner cab inet entered, upon 
the u rg ing  o f agents o f the" B e rlin  
Chancellery, the notorious social 
democrat Auer, who la te r sent a 
bouquet o f flowers to Count Arco. 
Auer d id  not “ m isca lcu la te”  ; the 
B ava rian  revo lu tion  was drowned 
in  its  own blood— bu t not because 
o f the Bolsheviks.

2. I t  was no t the Communists 
but the socia l dem ocratic head' o f 
the I ta lia n  trade unions, D ’A rag - 
ona, who q u it the m eeting o f th e ir  
N a tion a l Council (w here  fo r  five 
days and n igh ts  the  R ig h t w in g  had 
been try in g  to  find  some way of 
ca lling  o ff the two-weeks’ o ld  oc
cupation o f the fac to rie s ) in  order 
to  proceed secretly to  T u r in  to  meet 
w ith  P rim e M in is te r G io lit t i.  I t  
was these tw o who stabbed the 
I ta lia n  movement in  the back at 
the moment o f its  highest ascent, 
on the basis o f G io l i t t i ’s promise 
th a t a F acto ry  C ouncil Law  would 
be proposed to pa rliam en t and ca r
r ie d —w hich i t  never was. Tw o 
weeks a fte r the fac to ries  were 
cleared, the b ig  Fascis t offensive 
was launched' w h ich  ended w ith  the

m arch on Rome. N o r was i t  as a 
resu lt o f “ Com m unist ideology and 
methods”  th a t D ’Aragona boasted 
th a t he had rem ained w ith in  the 
Socia list p a rty  in  order to  prevent 
the re v o lu tio n ; 'o r th a t T u ra t i ran  
to  the K in g  in  the hope o f staving 
off Fascism by a co a litio n ; o r th a t 
Baldesi was ready to  enter the 
f irs t M usso lin i cabinet. Despite 
a l l erro rs they may have com m itted 
in  the ea rly  period o f th e ir  pa rty  
existence, the I ta lia n  Communists 
do no t bear the respons ib ility  fo r  
the crim es o f I ta lia n  reform ism .

The Case of Hungary
3. H ungary  is ju s t as poor a 

case fo r  Oneal, because i t  was never 
an example o f Com m unist methods. 
T h is  is su ffic ien tly  ind ica ted by the 
mere fa c t th a t the  H ungarian  So
v ie t repub lic represented a d iv is ion 
o f power between the Communists 
( i f  th a t is  w hat the group around 
Bela K un  can be called) and the 
Socialists. The d ic ta to rsh ip  was 
proclaim ed a fte r  the  conclusion ( in  
h a lf a m in u te !)  o f an agreement 
between the soc ia lis t leadership 
and K u n ’s group. In  the council 
o f five w h ich  ac tua lly  d irected the 
a ffa irs  o f the Soviet republic, the 
socialists had the m a jo r ity !  The 
te legraphic in q u iry  o f Lenin, who 
was deeply concerned about th is  
union w ith  the perfid ious social 
democrats, was answered by K un  
w ith  a deceptive assurance th a t 
the Com m unist position in  the gov
ernm ent was adequately guaran
teed. As to the ro le  played b y ‘ the 
A us trian  and Czech socia l dem
ocrats when the counter-revo lu tion  
crushed the Soviets— perhaps Oneal 
would, lik e  to  spend a couple o f 
paragraphs on the s u b je c t.. . .

4. As fo r  Germany, one m ust be 
possessed of a monstrous insolence 
to  compare, le t us say, the m isca l
culations o f a L iebknech t w ith  the 
"m isca lcu la tions”  o f an E b e rt o r a 
Noske, o r fourteen years la te r, a 
Weis and a Stam pfer. W e w i l l  no t 
a ffron t our readers by e laborating 
on th is  theme!

Stalinism Is Not Communism
M r. Oneal is disturbed, and1 pro

perly  so. He is not dealing here 
w ith  S ta lin is ts , you see. H e  can
no t fo is t  upon the “ T ro tsky is ts ”  the 
onus o f any o f the  id iocies and 
crimes o f the  bureaucracy w h ich 
disgraces the good name o f Com- 
munsm. H e is unable to  resort to 
the t r ic k  o f dangling, before the  
discontented Socia lis t m ilita n ts  the 
misshapen fo rm  o f S ta lin ism  and 
labe lling  i t  Communism, in  order to 
righ ten  back his ranks fro m  the 
path w h ich  leads to  a revo lu tiona ry  
position. He m ust there fore  fu m 
ble around in  h is memory fo r  the 
ta tte red1 legends abou t the  “ fa ilu re ’ 
o f “ Communist methods” — “ even
under Len in  apd T ro tsky .”

We do not th in k  th a t those m il i
tan ts in  the S ocia lis t p a rty  who 
stand in  the revo lu tiona ry  vanguard 
by the very fa c t th a t they have 
prope rly  pu t the emphasis on the 
key problem of the day— the  In te r 
na tiona l— w i l l  w o rry  g rea tly  over 
Oneal’s o racu la r adm onitions. They 
are obviously past th a t stage. And 
the ranks w i l l  sw e ll o f those who 
see th a t there is an uncommon 
amount o f ye llow  in  Oneal’s gu tte r
in g  sacred flame.— s.

Minneapolis. —  Im m ediate ly fo l- s tra ted the inadequacy, the hopeless 
low ing  the lay-o ff o f fo u r thousand fu t i l i ty ,  o f the begging tactics of the 
CW A workers the P ub lic  W elfare  loca l’s leaders in  a l l  previous strug- 
Departm ent was besieged w ith  angry gle, th e ir  diekerings w ith  employ- 
crowds o f unemployed demanding ors through po litic ians and lawyers 
food and fue l. A  ne a r-rio t fo llo w - th e ir emphasis upon ‘legal defense

H ere and There with the United Front
In  the era o f the “ th ird  period”  

the un ited  fro n t po licy o f the  Stal- 
in ized Com intern was the un ited  
f ro n t  fro m  below. Reduced to  its  
concrete m eaning th is  po licy was a 
ca ll to the w orkers  in  the Social
is t  parties and the re fo rm is t and 
R igh t w ing  unions to leave th e ir  
organizations, leave th e ir  leader
ship, and' enter in to  jo in t  action 
w ith  the S ta lin is ts  under the lead
ership o f the la tte r  on a program  
determ ined in  advance by them. The 
theore tica l sugar-coating w ith  which 
the S ta lin is ts  dressed up th e ir  con
ceptions d id  no t fo r  one m inute 
a lte r th e ir  u ltim a tis t ic  and d isrup
tive  nature.

On M arch 6, 1933 when the s it
ua tion  was already los t in  Germany 
and Fascism was decim ating the 
organized w ork ing  class the Comin
tern issued a ca ll to the Second In 
te rna tiona l fo r  a un ited  f ro n t of 
organizations, repud ia ting  on its  
face the un ited fro n t fro m  below. 
F o rth w ith  the jo u rn a lis tic  hacks of 
the S ta lin is t apparatus set ou t to 
prove th a t the line  o f the  C. I. 
m anifesto was the on ly  correct line, 
th a t th is  was always the line, th a t 
any other was counter-revo lu tion
ary.

On M ay 1 the C. I .  issued another 
m anifesto reve rting  back to  the u n i
ted fro n t from  below. The same 
w rite rs  w rigg led lik e  worms. The 
un ited  f ro n t from  organ ization to 
organization had unm istakab ly de
m onstrated its  supe rio rity  in  the 
question o f the Chicago re lie f  de
m onstra tion , the New Y ork  M ay 
D ay parade, the Mooney movement 
and the  un ited  f ro n t w ith  the So
c ia lis t locals on the W est coast. 
The people who had seen its  f ru its  
strugg led against abandoning th is  
po licy. No doubt heavy pressure

fro m  Moscow was ins trum en ta l in  
fo rc in g  the reca lc itran ts  to  accept 
teh in fa llib le  line.

The theses o f the T h irtee n th  
P lenum affirm ed again the un ited  
fro n t fro m  be low : “ The 13th Plen
um o f the E. C. C. I .  ca lls  upon a ll 
Sections o f the C. 1. pers is ten tly  
to f ig h t fo r  the rea liza tion  o f a 
un ited m ilita n t f ro n t  w ith  the so
cia l-dem ocratic workers in  spite o f 
and against the w i l l  o f the treach
erous leaders of social-democracy.”  
And the sub-head under w h ich  th is  
Democracy and F o r a U n ited  F ro n t 
appears is :  “ C. A ga inst Social- 
from  Below .”

T h a t is the po licy now. B u t 
w ith in  th is  same FORM  a change 
has taken place. Tw o outstanding 
events demonstrate th is  c learly. 
In  the New Y ork  H o te l S trike  a f
te r many appeals fo r u n ity  o f the 
S ta lin is t paper un ion w ith  the  A. 
F. W. the S ta lin is ts  pu t th e ir  new 
un ited fro n t from  below policy to 
w ork. They called upon a ll the 
s tr ike rs  to  s tr ik e  under the lead
ership o f the A. F. W. A nd  under 
th is  slogan they invaded the A. F.

W . The lin e  they pursued there 
was no less d is rup tive  than i t  was 
fo rm erly  when they were outside.

In  the M adison Square Garden 
pro test the S ta lin ists, who were not 
inv ited , came down in  the name o f 
u n ity  to  make a un ited f ro n t  from  
below. Under the  d irec t incitem ent 
o f the P a rty  leaders they conducted 
themselves as Fascists do a t w o rk 
ers meetings.

T h e ir un ited f ro n t is  a maneuver 
to trans fe r th e ir  d is rup tion  from  
the outside to  th é  inside. In  th is  
way they w an t to  cover up th e ir  
weakness and bankruptcy.

E ssen tia lly  the p o licy  is the same : 
d is rup tion  o f a l l  organizations and 
movements not con tro lled  by the  
C. P- in  the name o f and under the 
slogan o f un ity .

The appeal o f the D aily Worker 
of February  18 to the Socia list 
P a rty  fo r  a un ited  f ro n t  is  an a t
tem pt to  cover up the S ta lin is ts ’ 
e n tire ly  un ju s tifiab le  conduct a t the 
Madison Square Garden protest. I t  
means nothing. A nd i t  does not 
s ig n ify  a change in  the  un ited 
fro n t po licy  o f the Communist 
Party .

The recent un ited  f ro n t  maneu
vers o f the S ta lin is ts  have given 
rise to  much confusion on the pa rt 
o f w orkers who tho ugh t th a t the 
S ta lin is ts  un like  the leopard could 
change th e ir  spots. They thought 
the S ta lin is ts , cognizant o f th e ir  
weakness, had fin a lly  come round 
to  seriously prom ote u n ity  in  the 
workers’ rank. The course o f the 
S ta lin is ts  in  the H o te l S trike  and 
in  the Madison Square Garden p ro 
test should show them  th a t i t  is  
on ly  a ta c tica l s h if t  w ith in  the 
fram ew ork  of the old strategy ; and 
th a t its  essence is s t i l l  the same: 

—T. STAMM,

ed the a rres t o f one dem onstrator 
a t the C ourt House, when the ex
trem e tem perature o f 20 below zero 
had driven  some 20 men to the re
lie f  lines fo r  ‘emergency order's’. 
T h is  spontaneous dem onstration 
forced the issuance o f hundreds o f 
coal-orders along w ith  some food- 
orders ‘w ith o u t investiga tion ’ .

The cause o f th is  flock ing  back 
to the re lie f lines o f thousands of 
CW A workers lies in  the fa c t th a t 
the wages they were receiving were 
inadequate fo r  men w ith  la rge 
fam ilies.

D u rin g  the last m onth several d i f 
fe ren t organizations o f unemployed 
started among the  CW A workers 
around) every k in d  of issue. The 
Unemployed Council of the offic ia l 
Communist P a rty  was given a new 
lease on life — under a d iffe ren t 
name however. There were B lue 
Eagle Clubs, C itizen ’s W orker Ass’n, 
etc. New branches o f the  M innea
polis C entra l Council fo r  the U n
employed were formed, along w ith  
tw o  CW A job  councils.

T h is  la tte r  movement is a genu
ine un ited fro n t o f  w orkers ’ organ i
zations affilia ted to a Centra l Coun
cil, w ihch in  tu rn  organizes the un
employed, co-ordinates the efforts of 
a ll separate w orkers’ organizations 
on a common m in im um  program  of 
s trugg le against unemployment. The 
Centra l Council is  made up o f de
legates fro m  numerous local unions, 
from  the co-operatives, and from  
three labor p c ,ilk a - groups, the 
Farm er-Labor I ‘i n > , the Socialist 
P arty , and the Communist League.

T h is  movement by its  program  
an''1 po licy is  in  a position to un ite  
the organized and employed w o rk
ers w ith  the unemployed and bring 
the greatest p jv rsnre  and striking- 
force to bear upon the bosses and 
th e ir  adm in is tra to rs  in  the C tiy  
Government. I t  has projected a 
conference o f a ll CW A workers 
groups, not yet affilia ted, to w ork 
out a program o f common strugg le 
on the CW A fron t. A t the last 
m eeting the IN’ . C. C. U. changed its  
name to  the M inneapolis Centra l 
Council of W cikers. now the M. C. 
C. W

A ha: 1 fought stru.-f-k- of the 
upholsterers in  M inneapolis fo r  ‘U n
ion Recognition’ has been in te r ru p t
ed fo r  the tim e being by an N B A  
Labor Board ‘Decision’ . To say i t  
is pro-boss would be m ild , com 
pared w ith  w hat the s tr ik in g  upho l
sterers called it .  The decision was 
th a t the s ir ike rs  gc back to w ork  
w ith  the scabs thar the laboi board 
could not o rder a ‘closed shop’ or 
an ‘open shop’, ne ither could i t  
‘o rder’ th a t piece-work be abolish
ed when i t  existed in  other ‘centers 
o f the Indus try ’ , and provided fe 
the ‘code’ wages, • and election of 
‘shop representatives' fo r  collective 
bargaining. On the Board were 
s ix  ‘Labor Leaders’, s ix  employers 
and1 a lib e ra l ‘pro-labor’ la w ye r as 
im p a rtia l chairm an. This decision 
smashed m ore illus ions about the 
N B A  and the ‘New’ Deal’ among the 
trade un ion ists o f th is  region than 
any o ther single act o f the adm in i
s tra tion  so fa r. I t  solved none o f 
the fundam ental problems involved 
in  th is  s tr ike  and lock-out s itua tion .

The workers are going back to 
w o rk  to  vote fo r  ‘th e ir  representa
tives’ and ‘th e ir demands’, a lthough 
under a handicap w hich may break 
the fine so lid a rity  they m aintained 
throughout the long weeks o f s trug 
gle r ig h t up to  the Labor Board de
cision. The betrayal o f the A. F. 
of L . Labor Leaders, the  H a lls  and 
Lawsons, s it t in g  on the Board, con
sisted in  th is : they pawned off 
‘th e ir  r ig h ts ’ as labor leaders to 
organize workers in to  a un ion and 
get recognition fo r  themselves be
fore a Labor Board as representa
tives o f the workers in  th a t indus
try , ‘th e ir  on ly r ig h t ’ under section 
7a. The p rov inc ia l petty-bourgeois 
prejudice, ‘to keep th is  in dus try  in  
th is  te rr ito ry , by no t p u ttin g  too 
heavy demands upon i t  from  ‘labo r’, 
so th a t i t  can compete w ith  other 
sections.’ T h is  is tru th , was th e ir  
position. The effect is this, slower 
movement in to  the unions, more 
suspicious o f ‘Labor Leaders’ are 
the workers, and a more serious and 
deeper a ttitud e  towards the whole 
problem» of union organ ization on 
the pa rt o f the rank-and-file  in  the 
unions.

The outcome to date has demon-

in  c o u rt cases and in junctions com
in g  ou t o f the strug le , th e ir  fa ilu re  to 
m ain ta in  mass p icke ting  consistent
ly  when experience showed th a t as 
often as i t  was used gains were 
made by the workers. Labor has 
no th ing to plead for, i t  has the job 
of organizing its  forces, creating 
and using sufficient power to  force 
its  demands upon the employers in  
each given s itua tion .

Minneapolis Mooney Conference 
Marks Time

The M inneapolis Mooney Council 
o f A ction  has fo r  several months 
been more or less dorm ant. A fte r 
a fa ilu re  to  a ttra c t appreciable 
nur ses due to the U n ited F ro n t 
from  below tac tics ’ imposed upon 
i t  by the S ta lin is ts  in  co-operation 
w ith  W a lte r F rank, who was going 
to bu ild  a movement th a t would 
ru th less ly  f ig h t (by s lander) the 
•labor fake rs ’ the conference settled 
down to m onth ly  meetings, where 
the P a rty  w ould chide F rank, and 
F ra n k  would chide -'the T ro tsky - 
ites ’ fo r not a ttend ing meetings 
they were no t notified of. The 
Mooney le tte r o f Nov. 18th came 
in to  th is  s itua tion , but it was not 
a ll there. A l l  c r it ic is m  and polem
ica l sections were deleted, on ly the 
last paragraphs about the M otion 
P ic tu re ’ , the petitions, his b irthday, 
etc., and his signature. Cazanov 
o f the L e ft Opposition produced the 
o r ig in a l le tte r  in  complete form . 
Consternation ruled, the S ta lin is ts  
were v ir tu a lly  absent from  th is  
meeting. D ec is ion : to send both 
le tte rs lo  Mooney and ask in fo rm a
tion .

Two weeks la te r another m eeting 
was to be held. O nly the Franks,

Stalinism on Austria
Comments Refute Course in Germany

“But the Austrian workers had 
drawn a lesson from the German 
events, a lesson that every worker 
must learn. They chose to die 
fighting on the barricades rather 
than to be tortured in the Fasc
ist camps.”

Who penned th is  unquestionably 
correct lesson fro m  the German 
events? None other than those who 
shout from  the roof-tops th a t the 
German workers should no t have 
fought, th a t the Communist pa rty  
d id  no t have a m a jo rity  of the 
workers behind it ,  th a t armed re
sistance to the Fascist mob would 
have been a putsch! None other 
than the S ta lin is t e d ito r ia l w r ite r  
of the Daily Worker (Feb. 14, 1934) 
who on ly yesterday fu lm ina ted 
against the “ counter-revo lu tionary 
T ro tsky is ts ”  who have the audac
ity  to say tha t the Communist P arty 
of Germany, w h ich  had a p a rlia 
m entary streng th  o f s ix  m illions, 
should have fought a defensive 
strugg le against H it le r is m !

W hat happens to th is  bookish 
strategy o f revo lu tion  (o r ra the r 
re trea t) o f the Stalins, Heckerts 
and P ia tn itskys? These “ generals” 
have c lea rly  (?) expla ined tha t 
w ith o u t a m a jo rity  of the workers 
behind the revo lu tiona ry  party , 
armed strugg le against Fascism 
was impossible, fu t ile  and counter
revo lu tiona ry  !

A fte r  the German defeat, the A m 
erican S ta lin is ts  were qu iet fo r  a 
few days— Pravda had no t yet given 
them the lin e ! Today they w rite  
volum inously— fo llow ing  the Pravda 
e d ito r ia ls ! “ The Social Dem ocratic 
workers o f A us tria , abandoned by 
th e ir leaders, are carry ing  on the ir 
struggles w ith  supreme courage 
and devotion” , w rites  Pravda (Feb. 
14). I f  i t  appears th a t the leaders

the L e ft Opposition delegate, and [ called the general s trike , th a t some 
a couple of- trade un ion itss came.
M ore m a te ria l; statem ent o f S ta l
in is t-led  Secretariat, bragging o f 
achievements, the rep ly o f Mooney 
tha t they ‘q u it ’, the reso lution in  
rep ly  to  Mooney tha t disbanded the 
N a tiona l Council of Action .

No regu lar m eeting was held, a 
discussion ensued d u rin g  w h ich 
F rank  pu t up a weak defense fo r 
his fo rm er position in  supporting 
the ‘correct po licy ’ o f the offic ia l 
p a rty  in  the Mooney movement. He 
was "saving the face”  o f the  con
ference before the trade-union ists 
present. A t  th is  gathering the 
P a rty  was completely absent. 
Where are our yesterday’s a ll- 
knowing, all-seeing, a ll-pow erfu l, 
and all-proud defenders o f ' Tom 
Mooney?

More disgusting conniving, more 
thoughtless m uddling, o f our ‘organ
izers o f defeats’ ; more w ork, more 
hard efforts, more tim e  m ust be ex
pended to repa ir the damage done 
by the cyn ica l Hathaways, and de
generate po litic ians  lik e  the Bob 
M inors. The local Mooney Confer
ence decided to meet again and 
take up the w ork  to w in  Mooney’s 
freedom under the M oulder’s De
fense Committee o r whatever other 
Centers are recommended by 
Mooney.

—C. F.

th is  m ust be “ overlooked” . They 
do not lik e  the facts, because they 
do not f i t  th e ir  theories. So they in 
vent others. “ The Social Democra 
t ic  Leaders A re  A lreday Coming to 
Terms w ith  the D o llfuss Govern 
m ent”  runs the subhead o f the 
D aily Worker report o f the Pravda 
ed ito ria l (Feb. 14, 1934— Special
E d itio n ). Without any proofs be
ing ottered!

“ The devoted fighters fo r the ir 
class, the A us trian  Communists, are 
in  the f ro n t ranks of the present 
struggle. The sm all A us tria n  Com
m unist P a rty  has given thousands 
o f fearless fighters to th is  struggle, 
fighters who are leading tens ot 
thousands of workers in  heroic 
struggle,”  w rite s  Pravda.. T hat 
Communist w orkers are active  in 
the figh ting  is undoubtedly t r u e : 
but th a t the non-existent Commun
is t P a rty  of A us tria , wiped out 
w ith o u t leaving a trace by the Doll- 
fuss government months ago, is 
leading the strugg le is a lie  made 
out o f whole clo th .

W hat happens to the theory of 
“ social-Fascism ”,? L ik e  a ll the 
spurious theories o f S ta lin ism  it  
goes up the chimney w ith  a l l the ir 
o ther rubbish. The fa c t th a t Social 
Democracy and Fascism are ir re 
concilable is once again proved by

Shoe Union Forges Ahead
(Continued from page 1)

JUST O FF T H E  PRESS!

Coord inating Committee o f the 
United. Joe Greetcu was sent and 
found on the conference scene 
th ird  pa rly . In fo rm ed th a t a re
presentative of the  State Board of 
A rb itra tio n  was in v ite d  to  help, 
G retten said c u rtly , “ Send h im  away 
and then we’l l  ta lk  business. We 
don’t  recognize the State Board any 
more.”  Protests were of no ava ii. 
The state representative was sent 
away, then business was discussed, 
ending in  re trea t by the boss and 
the complete v ic to ry  o f the  w o rk 
ers.

In  Am esbury, Mass., Sweeney, 
business agent o f the old “ Protec
tive ”  local, igno ring  the existence 
o f a new union, made a new agree
ment w ith  the bosses fo r  lower 
wages in  the name o f the ’ “Protec
tiv e ” . The ind ignan t w orkers now 
o f the U n ited p rom ptly  repudiated 
h im  and refused the cut. The 
bosses retreated. The workers won. 
F o r th is  good w ork, Sweeney was 
prom ptly  promoted1 to the post o f 
“ commissioner Reynolds is the 
new agent o f the U n ited and w i l l  
represent the workers interests, not 
the bosses!

In  Lyons, Mass., the bosses o f the 
Goldseal Shoe Co. announced a wage 
cu t in  con fo rm ity  w ith  the  decision 
o f the State Board o f A rb itra tio n  
last summer. The workers struck. 
In  a short tim e the bosses gave in  
and restored the cut. The w orkers 
again won.

The Manchester and Nashua, N. 
I I .  shoe workers have endorsed the 
new union one hundred percent, as 
have the workers o f A uburn, Me.

do lla r sell-out, so th e ir  newly-placed 
confidence is  noteworthy.

In  the New Y ork  d is tr ic t a less 
encouraging p ic tu re  is presented.
As previously described, the shoe 
workers were in  three p rinc ip a l 
d iv is ions: the Shoe & Leather W ork
ers In d u s tr ia l Union, the  Boot &
Shoe W orkers Union, and those un
organized together w ith  one o r two 
locals each under the aegis o f the 
“ N a tiona l” , the “ P rotective”  and 
the independent “ B rotherhood of 
G reater New Y o rk ” . A  p rinc ip a l 
task has been to  consolidate the 
organizations ex is ting  separately 
there in to  one— those of the form er 
" In d u s tr ia l” , the “ P rotective” , the 
“ N a tion a l”  and the “ B rotherhood”
In  add ition  i t  was agreed th a t a 
complete au d iting  o f the books and 
records o f the old unions should 
take place and be sent to the Boston 
office and, fu rth e r, th a t old officials 
should be ousted and new elections 
held.

None o f these th ings have been 
done. Even the per cap ita  tax 
money has been received from  a ll 
locals except New Y ork . E v iden t
ly  the S ta lin is t bureaucrats headed 
by Biedenkapp fea r fo r  th e ir  con
t ro l i f  new elections take place, and 
perhaps they are losing so much ion the workers desired to a ffilia te  
tim e  because o f the problems th is ! recorded 9 fo r  the U n ited Shoe and

life  itse lf. T h is  does n o t d is tu rb  
the equanim ity o f the S ta lin is ts : 
so much the worse fo r the fac ts—  
they s t i l l  persist in  th e ir  the o ry !

The fac t th a t the leaders o f the 
A us tria n  Social Democracy by th e ir  
whole course since the W orld  W ar 
have paved the way fo r  reaction 
and Fascism is indisputable. T h e ir 
support o f D o llfuss ’ emergency de
cree was u resu lt of th e ir  program 
m atic bourgeois democratic v iew 
po in t : D o llfuss was the “ lesser ev il 
(as compared to the N az is ). T h is  
perm itted D o llfuss and the Nazis 
to consolidate th e ir  forces. T h e ir 
th rea t o f a general s tr ik e  “ i f  and 
when”  le ga lity  was v io la ted by D o ll- 
fuss was a log ica l outcome o f th e ir 
“ con s titu tion a l”  program. Instead 
of pu ttin g  i t  on th is  basis, the bu
reaucratic S ta lin is ts  tu rn  the en
t ire  question on its  head. T he ir 
whole emphasis is placed under the 
purely secondary consideration o f 
the personal cowardice o f the in 
d iv idu a l leaders o f the A ustrian  
.Social Democracy.

By such methods the S ta lin is ts  
are a liena ting  the Socialist workers, 
instead of c lear-cut exp lanation of 
the facts— distortions, fab rica tions, 
stup id boastings as to the ac tiv ities  
of the non-existent A us tria n  Com
m unist P arty . And yet they shout 
w ith  added emphasis fo r  a “ united 
fro n t w ith  the Socia list workers.”  
W hat hyp ocritica l gestures!

The D a ily  W orker of Feb. 14th 
carries an appeal o f the Centra l 
Committee of the Communist P arty  
of the U. S. A. fo r  a dem onstration 
tha t day (W ednesday) before the 
A us tria n  consulate a t 4 P. M. I t  
appeals to a ll workers, p a rtic u la r
ly  Socialist workers. The conscien
tious S ta lin is t w o rker is a ttrac ted  
by the apparently m ilita n t tone o f 
the call. The Socialist w orker 
reading the appeal g r its  his teeth 
a t these professional sp litte rs. F o r 
the Socialist P arty , and several of 
its  sym pathetic organizations, had 
already made public its  c a ll fo r  a 
dem onstration fo r  the same day a t 
the same place a t 5 P. M . ! Not 
a w ord of th is  is  mentioned in  the 
S ta lin is t appeal! No attem pt is 
made to appeal to the New Y ork  
C ity  Centra l Committee o f the So
c ia lis t p a rty  fo r  a un ited fro n t de
m onstra tion !

A t the dem onstration its e lf the 
S ta lin is ts  behaved in  a shameful 
manner. The m isled S ta lin is t w o rk
ers shouted “ Socialists and Com
munists un ite  and f ig h t ! ”  bu t tim e 
a fte r tim e th e ir  leaders d isrupted 
the o rderly  procession o f the  de
m onstrators. F is t fights between 
Socialists and S ta lin is ts  were bare
ly  avoided. A fte r some tim e, through 
the in te rven tion  of a member o f 
the Com m unist League, the heads 
o f the Socialist and S ta lin is t steer
ing  committees met and agreed to 
the demand o f the S ta lin is ts  th a t 
th e ir banner be a t the head o f the 
parade w ith  the Socia list banners. 
B u t even th is  was not sufficient fo r  
the S talin ists.

Various o f th e ir  leaders, in c lud 
ing Norm an T a llen tire , ran  up and 
down the line  o f m arch ca lling  on 
the S ta lin is ts ’ workers to  break th e ir  
lines and get near the beginning o f 
the pa rade ! Here again fis t fights 
were barely avoided.

The S ta lin is ts  repel the Socia list 
workers by such tactics a t a tim e  
when i t  is  a d ire  class need th a t 
a un ited fro n t o f a ll workers’ o r
ganizations be form ed which w il l  
ra lly  behind the heroic A ustrian  
w ork ing  class. T im e presses.

—JOSEPH CARTER.

ed, however, w ith  a certa in  hope. 
W ithou t doubt there are many who 
would consider i t  a boon to  be r id  
of these L e ft w ing elements and as 
certa in i t  is  as th a t the sun rises 
and sets, th a t i f  the aud it, ta x  re
mittances, and d is tr ic t  elections are 
not complied w ith  in  tim e, i t  w i l l  
be used as an excuse to  p ro h ib it 
nom inations fo r  general officers by 
the New Y ork  d is tr ic t. Th is would 
happ ily relieve a ll reactionary ele
ments.

Recently, L. Shore o f the Coor
d ina ting  Committee was delegated 
to go to New Y ork to hasten along 
the organ izationa l consolidation 
and o ther m atters mentioned.

Elections in New York Shops
Elections held a couple of weeks 

ago by the N. Y. Regional Labor 
Board in  16 shops h ith e rto  unor
ganized, bu t several months on 
strike , to determ ine w ith  w h ich un

presented, viz.— how to c a rry  on 
the elections agreed upon w ith  
sim ultaneously risk in g  con tro l of 
the old organization. However i t  
be, th is  much is c e r ta in : There has 
been plenty o f tim e to effect these 
acts, and i f  i t  be true, as sug
gested above, th a t fea r o f the ou t
come o f the elections is the cause 
o f delay, then i t  is a sad comment-

These workers were no t organized [ a ry  on the character o f th a t leader-
a t the tim e of the convention and 
have no delegates there. Auburn  
workers had a b itte r  experience 
w ith  un ion officials a couple o f 
years ago when an organ izer fled 
the country a fte r a ten thousand

ship, whose policies have been so 
bankrup t as to alienate th e ir own 
ran k  and file.

I r r i ta t io n  in  leading circles of 
the new union in  Massachusetts a t 
these stalling tactics is not unmix-

Leather W orkers Union, and 7 fo r  
the reactionary Boot & Shoe W ork
ers Union o f the A. F. o f L . There 
is evidence o f the most flag ran t in 
tim id a tio n  and crookedness in  the 
conduct o f these elections in c lud 
ing wholesale im porta tions fo r  the 
day o f the election from  other fac
tories in  other towns. Protests have 
•’been filed w ith  the Labor Board in  
W ashington, bu t no th ing can be 
hoped fo r  from  th is  source. O nly 
fu tu re  organizing ac tiv ities  o f the 
new union ho ld a prospect o f adding 
these and other oppressed groups 
to the fo ld .

—SHOE W ORKER.



Vital Question of the New Party

The Program of the A .W .P .
The idea that the greatest im- without showing conclusively that 

mediate need of the working class | the parties already operating in the 
everywhere is a new revolutionär; I held are fundamenally outlived or 
International and a new revolution- injurious to the interests of the 
ary party in every country, is be- working class.
ing accepted by ever wider sections 
of the radical labor movement. The 
decision of the Pittsburgh conven
tion of the Conference to r Progres
sive Labor Action to launch the 
"American Workers Party” on July 
4, 1934, is additional proof of the 
irresistible power of this idea.

Because we internationalist-Com  
munists are for a new party which 
unites the maximum possible forces 
on a revolutionary program and for 
revolutionary action, we have com
menced a discussion with the re
presentatives of the American 
Workers Party, with the aim of 
establishing tne extent to which 
agreement exists, and consequently, 
united action and eventual fusion 
is possible.

The Decisive Question
In  this discussion, we pursue no 

narrow or sectional interests. Our 
fight for the fundamental princi
ples of Marxism (carried on for 
over five years in this country and 
ten years internationally) excludes 
such a conception. What is decisive 
for us in our attitude towards any 
other group is not this or that in
dividual in it, or this or that iso
lated action in which it  has en
gaged. Our lirst question is: 11 hat 
is your program?—Here is ours. 
Only when, by open confrontation, 
sharp if  comradely mutual critic
ism, an agreement has been arrived 
at on the programmatic questions, 
Is it  possible to talk seriously and 
fru itfu lly  about unity and fusion.

Program is of fundamental im
portance because by it the party is 
judged—essentially by program and 
not by action, because it  is the 
former that determines and guides 
the aetion.

And it  is precisely in the domain 
of the program tliut the founders 
of the new revolutionary party have 
a tremendous advantage over those 
who preceded them. The Third 
International, when founded in 
1919, was able to take all the events, 
the actions, the isolated phenom
ena, the ideas, the men and the 
movements that went before it, sub
ject them to the pitiless tire of 
Marxian criticism and strain the 
residue through the screen of gem 
evaluation. The distilled result 
was condensed into the basic pro
grammatic documents of the new 
International and the forming Com
munist parties. This not only gave 
them political justification for ex
istence and an unmistakable physio
gnomy, but immediately invested 
them with a vast superiority over 
a ll the old organizations which, 
sought to continue as if  nothing 
neither the war, the collapse of 
the Second International, the Rus- 
sian revolution, nor the post-war 
revolutionary movements—had oc
curred.

On the eve of the fifteenth anni
versary of the founding of the Com 
munist International, much the 
same task has to be performed. 
Even less than in 1919 we are han 
dicapped this time by the need of 
starting out with nothing. A great 
deal has been lost in the painful 
defeats suffered by the working 
class. That is true. But just as 
victories teach us, generally speak
ing, what to do, defeats should 
teach us what not to do, what to 
avoid.

Settled Questions
The experiences up to the time 

the Third International was formed 
were sufficient to settle in the mind 
of every genuine revolutionist— 
once and for all, irrevocably—the 
dispute between reform and revolu
tion, social democracy and Com
munism. In  the new movement, 
there was no longer any need to 
debate a whole series of problems 
and questions which had agitated 
the pre-war parties. They had be
come settled questions for Marx
ists.

Not being a political Hamlet, who 
is worthless just because no ques
tion is ever settled for him, the 
true revolutionist engaged in build
ing up a new party must also cast 
up a balance of the past period, take 
inventory, and settle in his own 
mind, and what is more, important 
settle publicly in  his own program, 
a ll accounts which the class strug
gle itself has settled beyond further 
argument. No dispute over ques
tions of principle and strategy can 
be ignored in this reckoning. An 
unambiguous and positive stand 
must be taken on a ll of them.

I t  is here that the document is
sued several weeks ago. “Toward 
an American Revolutionary Labor 
Movement, Statement of Program
matic Orientation by the American 
Workers Party”, reveals a number 
of defects which, we think, require 
the most drastic revision.

A new revolutionary party can
not be formed—certainly it  cannot 
gain Important strength—without 
justifying its existenec. I t  cannot 
Justify its existence as a separate 
organization, a t least not in the 
eyes of the mors advanced workers.

Following the classic example of 
the "Communist Manifesto” a revolu
tionary party must make its pro
grammatic debut with a criticism of 
society in which it  lives and which 
it aims to overthrow, and conclude 
with a criticism of a ll the parties 
of any importance, and above all, 
ol their basic conceptions. Not, let 
us make clear, a criticism of every 
little  sect with ten members, but 
oi every distinct current in the 
labor movement.

For purposes of concentration, 
we w ill in this article coniine our 
comments to the third chapter ot 
the A. W. P. statement: "The in 
adequacies of Existing Parties as 
instruments of Revolutionary 
Change. The parties referred to 
are of course the socialist and the 
ofiiciat commuust (S talinist) part
ies.

The International Approach
In  the case of both parties, the 

problem cannot be approached from 
uie angle of one country. The 
bankruptcy of social democracy and 
ataiimsm in this or any other coun
try derives from the fa ta l explosion 
caused in both instances when their 
fuuuameutul conceptions, universally 
neiu, were testeu against decisive 
cients. I t  is only rrom tnis angle 
chat me criticism of them can be 
generalized; for the United States 
only the specific manifestations 
cun be established. (Thus, social 
democracy is equivalent to coali
tion. governments with the bour
geoisie; the American social dem
ocracy, with a il the w ill in the 
world, has not yet bad the occasion 
o joii! a coalition.)

By failing to deal with the two 
principal labor parties from this 
angle, the A. W. P. statement not 
only presents an inadequate and 
partly false * criticism of them, but 
one which characterizes its danger
ous approach to the problem of in
ternationalism.

The Socialist party, it  says, is 
not a party of revolution, but of in
effectual reformism. Yes. But no 
reference is made to the essential 
characteristic of present-day social
ism : its renunciation of the class 
struggle and, consequently, accept
ance of class collaboration.

In  departing from the program 
of class struggle and revolution, the 
socialist parties have degenerated, 
into capitalist parties of labor, or 
more accurately, petty bourgeois 
labor parties, standing on the foun
dation and operating w ithin the 
framework of capitalist democracy.

I f  the American Socialist party 
is small and weak today, that does 
not signify that a social basis does 
not exist for it (or its successor, or 
surrogate tomorrow, in the .form, 
say, of a "Labor” or "Farmer- 
Labor” party) to serve as the main 
pillar of bourgeois democracy. I t  
is the sheerest self-delusion to im
agine that because the American S. 
P. is small in numbers now, the 
ideology of social reformism in this 
country can either be ignored or 
passed off w ith an occasional sally. 
I t  is true that we hold to the view 
that the American working class 
need not necessarily pass through 
so protracted a reformist stage as 
did the English or German. Grounds 
exist for the belief that, given a 
competent revolutionary party, the 
period of social reformist influence 
in the working class can be com
pressed into a comparatively brief 
span. But one of the main pre-con
ditions for a successful achievement 
of this desirable aim lies in a clear- 
cut recognition of the essence of 
social reormism and a readiness to 
deal it  vigorous and effective blows 
wherever it  takes root.

As the party of petty bourgeois 
democracy, its alliance with the 
trade union bureaucracy lies in the 
very nature of things. “The Social
ist party,” says the statement, 
"takes cognizance of the workers 
industrial struggles only to the ex
tent of rendering auxiliary relief 
or publicity services, but in every 
other way seeks to remain ‘neu
tra l’ in the conflict of ideas, objec
tives and organizing principles 
which these struggles so abundant
ly express or reflect. No large 
political purposes w ill ever be 
achieved by the labor movement if  
this most powerful base, the in
dustrial struggle, w ill be le ft to 
d rift or go in circles, or move intel
lectually backward. The party’s 
record iu this most important field 
is further marred (marred? Not at 
all. Characterized!—S.) by its pol
icy of siding w ith the conservative 
as against the progressive forces 
in every contest in a union for in
fluence or control. I t  has always 
wholeheartedly supported the ‘of
ficial’ labor leadership and invari
ably remained ‘neutral’ while pro
gressives and militants fought the 
stalwart and pure and simple re
actionaries.”

S. P. “Neutrality” in the Unions
This passage is either wrong and 

contradictory, or just plain wrong

I f  the S. P. “seeks to remain ‘neu
tra l’ in the conflict”, why does it  
follow a "policy of siding w ith the 
conservative as against the progres
sive forces in every contest”? Or 
how has it  “invariably remained 
‘neutral’ while progressives and 
militants fought” the reactionaries 
when it has “always wholehearted
ly supported the ‘official’ labor lead
ership”, i. e., the same reactionar
ies?

The fact is that by its whole in
corrigible nature, the S. P. is not 
and cannot be neutral in the trade 
unions, either with or without quo
tation marks, any more than can 
the other political groups In the

events which hastened the political 
evolution of the C. P. L. A. into the 
A. W. P. the “rise of H itlerism ”. 
A not unimportant contributor to 
this rise was the sister organization 
of the American Socialist party in 
Germany, that is,, in every sense, 
the Second International as a 
whole.

A  revolutionary program which 
does not establish the bankruptcy 
and perfidy of the Second Interna
tional in the im perialist war and 
in the post-war revolutionary storms 
(and i t  m ust), might at least re
cord the fact (and the why of it )  
of the second terrific collapse and 
treachery of the Second Interna
tional in Germany in 1933, and the 
irreconcilability of the revolution
ary party w ith that International, 
its foundations and ideas. An or
ganization which has proved to be 
so potent an instrument for the de 
vastation of the world labor move
ment, cannot be so qff-handishly 
dismissed by the program of a rev-

labor movement. “Neutrality” In olutionary party, unless the inter- 
the trade unions, like its  cousin "N o' national aspect o f the proletarian 
politics in the unions”, has always' struggle for freedom is to be rele- 
been a pleasant mask behind which 
reaction fought against awakening 
class consciousness and against a 
class straggle policy and leadership.
The Socialist party is just about 
as neutral in the trade unions as 
are the Communists. D irectly and 
indirectly, the Socialist party is a 
prop and an ally of every reaction
ary, bureaucratic, class collabora
tionist group in the American trade 
unions in its straggle against the 
progressive and revolutionary 
forces. That is how it  should be 
stigmatized.

Why is no mention made of the 
international connections of the So
cialist party? Even for a party 
whose absorbing concern is w ith  
the problems in this country, the 
Second International is worth 
something more than one casual 
and one accidental reference. A fter 
all, it  does live, and breathe, and 
poison the atmosphere. The fourth 
chapter of the statement cites, in 
curt parentheses, as one of the

gated to second, or th ird, or tenth 
place, or into an obscurity from 
which it  is to be hauled out on 
annual holiday celebrations

There is, unfortunately, a great 
deal in the A. W . P. statement 
which lends itself too easily to such 
a conception. I f  it  should prevail* 
the results would be little  less than 
fatal. The true revolutionist of to
day, despite the nationalist reaction 
which has intoxicated and poisoned 
whole sections of the labor move
ment, is like the true revolutionist 
of yesterday: first and foremost an 
internationalist.

I f  this truism is stated so em
phatically here, it  is because it  is 
a ll but emphatically (and far from 
correctly) stated in the document 
of the A. W. P. The deficiencies 
of the program in this respect, as 
shown by the stand taken towards 
the Stalinist party and the problem 
of the International, require com
ment which must be le ft to another 
artide. —M A X SHACHTMAN.

Collapse of Austro-Marxism
(Continued from pago 1)

that if  the government imposed a 
Fascist constitution on the con- 
try, if  a government commissar 
were appointed in Vienna, or if  our 
party or tne trade unions were dis
solved we would strike. Our party 
stuck to the last to these four 
points.

The Dissatisfied Masses 
“The dissatisfaction and agita

tion of the workers against the 
conservative policy of our party 
committee grew as the government 
provocations increased. The work
ers said the government was mak
ing itself more powerful m ilitar
ily , was wearing down our spirit 
and was choosing its own time to 
attack us. Excitement rose to a 
fever pitch during the last weeks.
"Last Sunday night in Vienna a 

comrade coming from Linz warned 
me that the workers of Linz were 
highly indignant and alarmed over 
the Heimwehr action and had de
clared that i f  any farther action 
were taken to deprive them of their 
arms they would defend themselves 
for the sake ot the Republic.

“I  was alarmed to hear of the 
spirit, and after discussion w ith  
my informant we both decided that 
urgent messages must bo sent to 
the workers to keep cool. I  a r
ranged for them to be told that 
i f  we in  Vienna could submit par 
tiently to an arms search in  party 
headquarters they must try  to do 
the same. Apparently the mes
sage arrived too late.___”

I t  is by these methods and with  
this spirit that the Bauers pre
pared the Austrian proletariat, over 
whom they wielded an undivided 
and undisputed influence, fo r the 
decisive battle which they fought 
and lost. W hat does it  matter if, 
unlike so many of their German pro
totype, a few Bauers or Deutsches 
did engage in the actual fighting? 
The fact may be a credit to their 
personal courage or political intel
ligence. But the Bauer interview  
lays bare what was never success
fu lly concealed: the leaders of the 
Austrian social democracy wanted 
anything but a struggle; they left 
no stone unused m  an obstacle ii 
the road of the working class; they 
lifted  Dollfuss into the saddle so 
that he might cut down an unpre
pared working class.

The Austro-Marxist school, in  the 
deepest sense of the term, left its 
proletariat in  the lurch at the 
crucial hour! I t  shore the Aus
trian Samson of a ll his strength so 
that when his strength was tested 
the pillars of reaction could fa ll 
upon him and crush him to earth. 
So we solemnly repeat today the 
terrific indictment of Austro-Marx
ism uttered in court by Friedrich 
Adler, on tria l during the war for 
assassinating the Austrian Prime 
Minister Stuerghk as a protest 
against the chauvinism of the offici
al social democracy, the same Fried
rich Adler who today shares, as the 
penitent secretary of the Second In 
ternational, the responsibility of 
a ll the others:

Adler’s Indictment
“As fa ith fu l servants the leaders 

of the proletariat strove to save 
the organization. Bnt to so doing,

they have betrayed their real class 
interests, they have betrayed the 
International, and the idea oil the 
social revolution. They have won 
small benefits for the workers dur
ing the war, it  is true. I  should 
be the last to refuse to recognize 
what was accomplished to protect 
the working class from many a 
threatening wrong. But they have 
sold their birthright for a mess of
pottage..........

“I  came into conflict with the 
Party Executive Committee parti
cularly because it ahs become more 
and more a counter-ravolutouary 
insitution. The conviction has grown 
upon me that a revolution in  Aus
tria  can come only against the w ill 
of the Executive Committee which 
w ill always be a  hindrance to the
revolutionary movement___

“What I  wished to prove was 
that only over the heads and against 
the w tf of the Party authorities in  
Austria can a real revolutionary up
heaval in  Austria come, that only 
by disregarding them w ill it  be pos
sible to use the force that must be 
used to overthrow the rule of force 
upon which our government rests.” 

Though he has since turned 
apostate to his own words, they 
rise from their pages again today 
to nail to the pillory of eternal 
shame the perfidious leaders of the 
Austrian working class.—S.

A D  N A U S E A M
FROM TH E  D A ILY  WORKER  
REPORTS OF T H E  17th CON

GRESS OF T H E  C.P.S.U.
“He (the speaker) concludes 

w ith the cry ‘Long live the world 
C. P .! Long live Stalin, great lead
er of the world proletariat’ !” 

“Zinoviev hailed Stalin as the 
true Leninist and preserver of the 
party.”

“Giant of the revolution, Stalin 
leads to greater tasks.”

“The great Stalin, giant of rev
olution, thought and action.” 

“Joseph Stalin, great leader of 
the party of Lenin.”

“Stalin given thunderous ovation.” 
“Stalin’s irreconcilability—con

quered.”
“The iuspirer and organizer of 

our victories, the steel giant of the 
revolution, Stalin enjoys the lim it 
less love of our party.”

“There is no such man now in  the 
world who is listened to as Stalin.’ 

“Millions of fighters-conquerors 
impatiently wait to hear the man 
who fulfilled Lenin’s bequest.” 

“Burning w ith enthusiasm the 
Cpngress rises to greet the great 
leader."

“Long live S talin!”
“The hall is hushed as Molotov 

speaks about the party’s successes, 
about the Five Year Plan—and 
about Stalin.”

“Stalin takes the floor—the Con
gress stands to greet the leader— 
Long live Stalin! H urrah!” 
“Stalin concludes. Applause honor

ing the leader, comrade Stalin, last
ed many minuteB.”

“Oar Congress w ill mobilize— 
around the leader, comrade Stalin.” 
(M olotov). “A ll stand and shout 
hurrah.”

Ad infinite«!. Ad nauseam.

The Waterloo of Pseudo-Radlcalism

V ienna: the Socialist 'M illenium '
Except for the Fascist blood

hounds, who glory is the extermin
ation of the m ilitant proletariat, 
acclaim for the unbounded heroism 
of the Austrian social democracy 
has been universal. A casual read
er of the newsappers is led to be
lieve that die-hard conservatives 
have made common cause w ith rev
olutionaries in tribute to the im
mortal Austrian working class. 
Many have ho doubt been confused 
by the sympathetic treatment ac
corded to the Austrian workers by 
American capitalist journals. That 
society is no more than skin-deep 
this "united front” of extreme^ in 
w ill soon be proved.

I t  is out of no sympathy with 
the working class that the brass 
check press bemoans its bitter fate 
in Austria. Not many days prior 
to the Austrian bloodfest when the 
friction of social convulsion had 
burst into a menacing flame in 
France these self-same newspapers 
thanked -their lucky stars that 
France had been “saved”from the 
‘riotous Commune, dominated by 
the mob.” i

The Capitalist Press
The capitalist press was the civ

ilian field marshall and recruiting 
sergeant for the imperalist mass 
murder of fifteen years ago. They 
revelled in the sadistic W hite Ter- 
or of the post-war years.

The Wrangels and the Kolchaks 
were proclaimed heroes in their 
filthy pages.

Indeed wherever the proletariat 
has striven to power, wherever it  
has challenged the rights of p ri
vate proverty it  has found the jack
al press barking denunciation at the 
enemies of “law and order”.

Austria is no exception.
The Austrian workers were not 

fighting an offensive battle. They 
were defending their institutons 
and organizations. W hile we have 
nothing but praise for this superb 
fight against the Fascist monster 
yet it  most be said that both the 
party and the institutions defend
ed by these workers had become a 
brake on their revolutionary strug

gle for socialism. I t  is only because 
the capitalist press appreciates the 
services of Austro-Marxism in  
maintaining bourgeois civilization 
that they now reproach Dollfuss. 
(Yesterday he was hailed as a 
“modern David” ) The New York 
Times makes no bones as to its mo
tives. Shepherd Stone says in a fea
ture article on February 18th. 
Bourgeois Praise of Austro-Marxism  

"When the Hapsburg monarchy 
collapsed in 1918 and Austria be
came the ball instead of the bat 
in the European game, Socialists 
and Christian Socialists (the bour
geois Catholics) cooperated to sal
vage the rains of the Empire. The 
despised Marxists who barricaded' 
themselves in their tenement houses 
last week saved Austria from  Com
munism in 1919. A t that time pro
pagandists from Moscow and from  
Budapest, which was temporarily 
under Communist rule, preached the 
new faith  in the streets of Vienna. 
But the activities of the Socialist 
leaders prevented a bloody conflict 
between proletariat and bourgeoisie. 
Last week some of the men who 
had rescued the country from Com
munism were dying because of their 
Marxism (s ic !).”

Need we explain further that the 
destruction of Austro-Marxism  
meant the loss of a steadfast ally 
to the democratic and liberal capi
talist class in Europe and America. 
Under the cloak of democracy and 
in the guise of a gradual peaceful 
evolution from capitalism to social
ism the Baner’s, the Adler’s, and 
the Renner’s stayed the tide of the 
proletarian revolution long enough 
for the Heimwehr to thrust it  fa r 
out of danger.

Vienna H ie  Symbol 
"Red1 Vienna” was She symbol for 

Austro-Marxism. I t  was hailed 
by its supporters as living proof 
that it  was possible to attain a 
great maximum of socialism w ith
out violence, without depriving the 
capitalist class of its wealth or p ri
vileges—without acting as Com
munists. They built apartment

houses which the Times says "be
came models for city planners 
throughout the world. Rents were 
astonishingly low, and it  was only 
natural that these blocks should 
become strongholds of socialism.”

And further "Under Socialist rule 
in Vienna utilities were taken over 
and in  general income from  taxa
tion was employed for public im
provements and social welfare. So
cialist legislation provided for the 
citizen from a few months before 
his birth until his burial. Health, 
housing, wages, unemployment dole, 
all came w ithin the scope of muni
cipal government.”

Reformist Utopia
Thus the utopia of reform social

ism reached its pinnacle in Vienna 
and here too it  ended in a horrible 
debacle. The achilles heel of the 
Austrian workers was the lack of 
state power. The treachery of its 
leadership lay in their harnessing 
the struggle for state power when 
the time was ripe an<1 the prole
tariat ready. Between the Com
mune which lasted but two months, 
and "Red Vienna”, the socialist 
milennium there was this differ
ence: state power. That is a ll the 
difference in the world. The capi
talist press is thankful to Bauer 
and Co., because they did not fol
low the sure road of the proletarian 
revolution.

How clear is the difference in 
tactics and results between Com
munism and social democracy! The 
bombarded tenement houses in 
Vienna stand as demonstration of 
the fu tility  of trying to reform  
capitalism out of existence. The 
thousands of proletarian corpses 
are dumb witnesses to the fact that 
the gradualism of the Vienna lack
eys meant the gradual arming of 
the counter-revolution and1 the not- 
so-gradual annihilation of the 
flower of the working class.

"Red Vienna” is now red only in 
worker’s blood. The pride of “in 
ternational” socialism has become 
its everlasting shame!

—G. C.

Victory In Minneapolis Coal Strike H otel Strike
(Continued from page I )

Inspiration and Example For 
Union Workers

The methods used and the man
ner in which the organization work 
was carried out, stands as a model 
for the benefit of those who w ill 
take up the vast work that lies just 
ahead. The coal workers section 
of the transportation industry, has 
gained its first objective. These 
workers have tested their organized 
strength, almost alone, in  a sharp 
and successful engagement with  
the bosses.

In  the course of preparation, and 
during the fight, many obstacles, 
hitherto unsuspected by the aver
age rank and file worker, came to 
light. A careful study of these 
weak points, with a view to correct
ing them, w ill be of extreme im
portance for the future. The union 
can be only as strong as an alert 
and determined membership chose 
to make it.

F irst of a ll: No barrier must be 
placed in the way of recruiting the 
membership to fu ll strength. TH E  
FUEL O IL  AND GASOLINE D R IV 
ERS AND HELPERS are the next 
section to be organized, here there 
must he no delay. This approach 
connects up the campaign which 
leads from section to section and 
gives what assurances can be given 
in advance that the gains made in 
the Coal Strike w ill not be partially 
sacrificed.

The Open Shop bosses have learn
ed' a bitter lesson. That they are 
far from idle is well known to every 
wide-awake worker. The example 
of the whole police force ranged 
on the side of the bosses in the 
futile effort to break through the 
picket lines w ith scab coal, has 
only one meaning for the Union and 
each member of the Union. Be 
prepared! Be prepared! BE MUCH  
BETTER PREPARED! for the next 
test.

Every member of the Union as 
well as those workers who w ill be 
members in the coming period, 
should be vigilantly watching the 
Regional Labor Board. W hat ex
actly has been its role? I t  Is well 
to note the fact that in a ll the ef
forts made by the Union Committee 
to present the coal workers de
mands to the bosses, the Board was 
only an agency to transmit an in
solent reply and a flat refusal of the 
bosses to deal with the Union. Dur
ing the most advantageous time of 
the winter season this Board to
gether with several Labor officials 
were instrumental in postponing 
action under one pretext and an
other, which gravely weakend and 
endangered the coal workers’ posi
tion.

When in spite of these obstruc
tive tactics, the justly angered and 
aroused workers STRUCK the 
yards, demonstrating to the boss
es and to a ll who wished to see that 
the union did actually speak

fo r the coal yard workers and 
drivers—then the Board, w ith little  
delay, came forward w ith a deci
sion that actually saved the face of 
the bosses. And not only their 
faces. A vote in the separate yards 
was ordered. This played directly 
into the hands of the coal yard 
owners who had LOST the Strike.

Here is one of the most important 
lessons of the strike. I t  must be 
discussed again and again in  the 
Union. There must be no misun
derstandings. The way to avoid 
them is through fu ll and free dis
cussion by the membership.

The next phase of the fight for 
better conditions in the coal indus
try w ill open up in the near fu
ture. When it  is considered that 
union organization has come to the 
coal yards for the first time in 
Minneapolis, the workers in the 
yards and on the trucks have no 
reason to take second place in mat
ters of organization and m ilitant 
action. They have already conduct
ed one of the best struggles that 
the city has seen in its labor history. 
The vary nature of the work in 
which they are engaged gives them 
a responsible and powerful position 
in the trade union movement.

These workers have demonstrated 
their power. They have forced re
cognition of the union while ON 
S TR IK E , a victory of no mean pro
portions, in the present state of the 
local Drivers’ Unions. They have, 
while in struggle, won the loyal 
support of the rank and file of the 
Ice Wagon Drivers Union. This 
and other advantages must be or
ganizationally consolidated, by 
welding the drivers’ unions into a 
more solid unit. Those who oppose 
progress in this direction must take 
their place with the forces of re
action.

That this can be accomplished at 
one stroke, no responsible and ex
perienced worker w ill contend, but 
any undue delay In advancing along 
this road w ill be costly for the 
whole movement. To follow up the 
advantage and achieve the greatest 
good, means fo r the membership to 
ready for further devoted work, to 
stand ready for further develop
ments. Ready at a ll times to ‘crack 
down’ if  danger threatens the 
UNION.

—V . R. D.

AGAINST KOOLGANISM
The Spartaeus Youth Club 

(Brownsville) unanimously’ con
demns the actions of the disrupters 
of the mass meeting in Madison 
Square Garden called by the So
cialist Party and A. F  L . trade 
unions. We feel that the blame 
falls squarely on the shoulders of 
the Stalinist misleaders who are 
doubly to be blamed because they 
are prejudicing the cause o f Com
munism among the working class 
of America.

8PARTACUS YOUTH OLUB

(Continued from Page 1)
er of pollyanna optimism. We re
peat: heroic action and a sharp 
turn of policy are absolutely nec
essary. The genuine m ilitants in  
the union must understand this, 
shout for it  and F IG H T  for it.

In  our opinion concentration is 
necessary especially on two practi
cal tasks :

1. Relief. Mobilize the strikers 
to collect funds. Organize a tag 
day. Put five hundred' strikers on 
the busy corners, in the subways 
and a t workers’ meetings and gath
ering places with collection boxes 
to raise money quickly. Organize 
a big squad of strikers to canvas 
union meetings. Open a real kitchen 
and really feed the strikers. Send 
squads out to collect food supplies 
from stores, sympathizers and 
workers’ neighborhoods. Circular
ize every workers’ organization with 
an appeal for funds, get out collec
tion lists—raise funds a t once by 
every practical means and utilize 
the latent energies of the strikers 
themselves for the task. The 
strike depends relief now. The 
force to collect i t  doesn’t need to 
be hunted for. i t  is right in  the 
union headquarters. Let the lead
ership organize it.

2. Picketing. Connect the dis
pensation of relief directly with 
service on the picket line. Real 
and systematic picketing combined 
with mass demonstrations can force 
a settlement, and nothing else can. 
Instead of subordinating the actions 
of the strikers to the negotiations, 
subordinate the negotiations to the 
actions of the strikers. On his line 
the situation can be changed in 24 
hours, morale can be restored and 
the strike can take on new life. 
There is no other way.

3. To the Leaders. Quit chasing 
after “respectability”. Stop crawl
ing before the Labor Board and its 
chairman, Mrs. Herrick. Answer 
the insults of this strike breaker in 
a manner worthy of the leaders of 
striking workers. Let the world 
know that the hotel workers are 
fighting for their rights, not beg
ging for them. Above a ll try to 
convince the strikers by deeds that 
you conceive of the strike as a class 
battle and lead it accordingly. Stop 
your treacherous maneuvers and 
Intrigues against the m ilitant ele
ments in the union and give up 
the idea that you can silence them 
with strong arm methods. Remem
ber this is a progressive and dem
ocratic union, not a reactionary, 
bureaucratic one; it is the A. F. W. 
not the A. F . of L. Therefore try  
to act like progressive and m ilitant 
labor leaders, not like bulldozing 
labor fakers.
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