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A ll Together Against 
Reaction on M ay  Day

Committee Organised to A id  
Anthony Bellussi

Last year’s May Day demonstra
tions were held under the slogan of 
so lidarity w ith  the German work
ers and against advancing Fascism. 
Since that time the heroic fight of 
the Austrian workers and socialists 
was drowned in  blood and now 
murderous C lerical Fascism w ith  
its  program of black reaction rules 
in  Austria. Ominous signs of the 
advance of Fascism are to be seen 
in  France, and to a greater or less 
extent in  a ll countries in  the capi
ta lis t world.

W ith  the victory of H itle r it  
should have been apparent, even to 
the blind, that reaction would push 
forward' in  other countries. The 
need of the hour then was a united 
fron t of a ll labor organizations, po
litica l, economic, and fraternal, to 
crush the growing Fascist danger 
in the ir home countries and to give 
aid to the ir brothers elsewhere.

Decaying capitalism w ith  no 
other way out of its  crisis is re
sorting to the arming o f murderous 
bands fo r the crushing of every 
semblance o f independent working 
class organization. Faced w ith  a 
divided working class i t  marches 
forward1 everywhere. The heroism 
of Communists, Socialists, and trade 
union members in  Austria, in Ita ly  
and in  the prison camps of H itle r 
serve but to show the devotion, 
courage and readiness to struggle 
in  the ranks o f the workers, which 
i f  united could smash the Fascist 
menace in  one country a fter an
other.

Another May Day, the day of 
labor so lidarity, is a t hand. Shall 
i t  reveal to our enemies a working 
class unable to  unite its  forces in 
face of the Fascist butcher? That 
is the question fo r every worker in 
whatever organization he may be 
found to ask himself now.

W ar preparations go on a t a 
feverish pace. Japan openly pre
pares fo r an attack on the Soviet 
Union. Europe is a powder barrel 
awaiting the spark. Conflicting im
peria list forces have made a sham
bles of several countries o f South 
America. The United States, while 
cutting off hundreds o f thousands 
o f unemployed from the re lief rolls 
and refusing to make any attempt 
to provide unemployment insurance, 
Is a t the same tim e spending b il
lions on naval, m ilita ry  and aerial 
armaments. D ivision o f forces on 
th is May 1st is a crime. To admit 
that a united fron t demonstration 
against Fascism and war cannot 
be formed is to adm it the t r i
umph of black reaction and the de
struction o f a ll labor organization.

Workers of New York;, delegates 
to th is May Day Conference, you 
must not and cannot adm it such an 
outcome. Reports appear in  the 
capita list press o f the arming of 
groups in  New York akin to the 
Fascists in  Europe. Nazi open a ir 
meetings, largely attended, are be
ing held in New York. Brown 
shirts, Khaki shirts, Silver shirts, 
spring up in  different parts of the 
country. Nazi bands are organiz
ing and arming in  a ll large cities. 
This rising danger must be crushed. 
One united fron t May Day demon
stration against war and fascism 
w ill strike terror into the ir hearts. 
I t  w ill send a surge of joy and m il
itancy In to  the breasts of workers 
throughout the land.

We propose:
That this conference elect a 

representative committee and pro
pose a meeting w ith  a sim ilar com
mittee from  the united fron t May 
Day conference called by the Com
munist Party.

2. That a program fo r a united 
May Day demonstration be worked 
out covering a ll the details of the 
organization of the demonstration,

O n  Father Coughlin
Those who are interested in 

knowing how a government run by 
Father Coughlin under the guid
ance o f the H oly Father in Rome 
would function, can take a look at 
Austria. A  new constitution has 
been drawn up. “Laws are to 
emanate from God the Alm ighty.” 
The Roman Catholic Church is to 
be a specially privileged state-sup- 
ported institu tion. An agreement 
w ith  the Pope w ill govern the edu
cational and religious training. 
There w ill be no freedom of speech, 
the stage, the movies, the press, or 
the radio. Priests, professional 
men, industria lists, and govern 
ment bureaucrats w ill compose the 
five chambers o f the state which 
are being set up. The workers can 
work or starve, but in  silence. This 
is the kind o f state tha t stands 
behind the words o f the dema
gogue, Coughlin.

time and place o f march, banners, 
slogans, speakers, etc. and that i t  
be signed by the jo in t representa
tives and published in  a ll the work
ers’ press.

3. That included in  th is program 
be an agreement to confine the dem
onstration to one against Fascism 
and war and fo r a m ilita n t united 
fight against every manifestation o f 
Fascism in  America.

Against any repetition of the dis
grace of Madison Square Garden!

For the United Front of the 
workers’ organizations!

For the defense of a ll workers 
organizations and press!

For workers’ righ t of free speech, 
free press and free assemblage!

Against war and fo r the interna
tional so lidarity of the workers-

For the overthrow of capitalism !
For the dictatorship o f the pro

le ta ria t !
For the socialist society!
— NEW YORK CITY COMMIT

TEE, COMMUNIST LEAGUE 
OF AMERICA.
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4 Deported Youth 
In Grave Danger 
In Hitler Germany

No fu rther news can be learned 
of the fate of the four German 
comrades deported from Holland to 
H itle rite  Germany by the Dutch 
capita list government, which broke 
up the international youth confer
ence a t Laren last month. Accord
ing to a le tte r received by the M il
ita n t from  Dutch comrades, there 
is grave fear that they may have 
been killed by H itle r’s police. The 
Dutch government is attempting to 
hide its  g u ilt behind the pretence 
that the four young workers were 
not politica l refugees. I t  has, how
ever, been established that a ll had 
fled from  Germany months before 
coming to  Holland and tha t they 
possessed visaed passports in  good 
order.

A wide protest movement on be
ha lf of the fou r victim s of Dutch- 
Nazi cooperation has sprung up in 
Europe involving Socialist, anar
chist, syndicalist, trade union and 
even libera l elements. In  this 
movement the International Com
munist League (Bolshevik-Lenin- 
ists( is playing a fu ll share.

In  this country a sim ilar protest 
movement has been begun. A state
ment is being circulated among a ll 
organizations opposed to Fascism 
on the basis of which a united pro
test w ill be made to  the Dutch 
government. A  demand w ill be 
made fo r public guarantee o f the 
rig h t o f safe-conduct and asylum 
for a ll po litica l refugees.

The Revolutionary Socialist 
Party and the Independent Social
is t Party o f Holland have retained 
attorney B. J. Stockvisl to proceed 
to Germany to investigate the fate 
of the four delegates.

Unser Wort, organ of the In te r
national Communists o f Germany, 
reports that one of the four German 
delegates, Heinz Hose, is a member 
of the League. Hose was form erly 
a member of the Rheinland-iWest- 
phalia d is tric t bureau o f the So
cia list Labor Party (S.A.P.(, which 
has now joined the League in  its  
entirety. The remaining three del
egates are members of the S.A.P.

The Nazi Program
“ I t  means a Nazi determination 

to carry through the labor place
ment program at a ll costs, even 
that of forcing down the standard 
of liv in g  of the German people, 
which in  the lower classes espe
c ia lly  is already low. . . . The 
slogan, ‘Work and bread,’ is to mean 
exactly that . . . plenty of work 
and pittance wages and the plain
est fare.”—N. Y. Times, Berlin Cor 
respondent, March 26th.

Fascist Elections
Mussolini ordered the people of 

Ita ly  to vote endorsement of his 
Party and policies on Sunday. 
Black-Shirted Fascists watched the 
lists and voters. Anyone who did 
vote was looked up by a Fascist 
guard. There was only one lis t of 
candidates —  Mussolini’s. Despite 
that thousands voted against the 
murderous dictatorship and other 
thousands absented themselves 
from  the polls.

Dryer Taken (o Court by 
A.F. of L. Union Official

I. Dreyer, managing editor of the 
Union Pharmascist, o ffic ia l publi
cation of the Pharmascists’ Union 
of greater New York, has recently 
appeared before Magistrate J. Gold
stein on a charge of crim inal libel. 
He is accused by E. Roy Denise, 
eastern representative o f the Retail 
Clerk’s Interantional Protective As
sociation, A. F. o f L. and also or
ganizer of the American Pharma
cists’ Union, organized by him six 
months ago in  opposition to the 
Pharmacists’ Union o f Greater 
New York.

An article, exposing the anti
union activities o f Mr. Denise, ap
peared in the March issue o f the 
Union Pharmascist. M r. Denise, in  
his attempt to stifle  criticism  not 
only o f another organization but 
also o f oppositionists in  his outfit, 
has applied fo r help to the capital
is t court.

Upon cross examination by the 
lawyer fo r the defense, Mr. Denise 
admitted something that throws a 
glaring lig h t on the character o f 
this individual. He refused an 
offer made to him by the Pharmas
cists’ Union of Greater New York 
to publish his refutations o f the 
charges made in  the “ Libelous ar
ticle”  and also th e ir offer of a 
platform  before the membership o f 
both organizations. However, the 
fact tha t Mr. Denise has chosen the 
capita list platform  in  preference to 
the workers’ platform  can only 
testify to the anti-working class 
makeup of th is “ great labor organ
izer.”

This case is of great interest to 
a ll the advanced and m ilita n t ele
ments in  the labor movement. A t
tempts o f reactionary elements to  
stifle  criticism  and establish a cen
sorship on the radical labor press 
by means o f court action must be 
fought b itte rly . This case again 
illustrates the need of a genuine 
united fron t fo r non-partisan labor 
defense. I t  is high tim e to form  it !

The second general strike o f the 
New York ta x i drivers has ended 
in  a second defeat fo r the workers 
and a victory fo r the bosses and 
reaction. None of the demands put 
forward by the Taxi D rivers Union 
has been won. The collapse of the 
strike—th a t is what i t  was—com
ing on top o f the betrayal of the 
auto workers, has strengthened1 the 
chances o f the company union 
whicty the auto bosses are seeking 
to fo ist on the tax i drivers here in 
New York.

The strike was defeated by the 
combined forces o f the companies 
who imported gangsters from  Chi
cago to supplement the home sup
ply, the police who drove scab cars 
and rode in  them to provoke a t
tacks by pickets, the yellow press 
which) tried  to frame up bombings 
on the union, the Mayor and his 
mediators, the NRA doves o f peace, 
Mrs. H errick and Golden, the So
cia list Party which sabotaged! the 
strike and went in  fo r a vicious 
red-baiting campaign in  the union, 
and the mistakes of the leadership.

Politics in the Strike
On every one of these points 

there is much to say; from  each 
lessons to be drawn fo r the future 
strikes o f the ta x i workers and the 
workers movement as a whole. Be
cause o f the lim ita tion  o f space we 
want to confine ourself here to one 
outstanding point o f this remark
able strike : the extraordinary po
litic a l nature o f the situation in 
the union and its  relation to the 
strike

For years he New York tax i 
drivers have been the prey of rack
eteers and bourgeois politicians. 
The thinking of many o f them 
stood closer to that o f the under
world and the cop than i t  did to 
that of the working class move
ment. That they have now made 
great strides toward thinking and 
acting like m ilita tn  workers id  an 
enormous plus fo r them as w ell as 
fo r the whole movement. Our hand 
is extended to them in  fraternal 
solidarity for common struggle 
against) the common enemy.

When La Guardia was campaign
ing fo r the mayoralty he sent his 
agents into the ranks of the tax i 
drivers to  line  up the ir vote fo r 
his new deal. Through Gandall, he 
b u ilt an organization which served 
him w ell in  the campaign. I t  was 
one o f the four organizations which 
later merged' to  constitute the 
present union. Gandall became the 
leader of the firs t general strike in  
February.

Bloc with Stalinists
Following the scuttling of the 

first «Tike by Ptnkcn and M S t a

A fter a protracted struggle, An
thony Bellussi, m ilita n t anti-Fas- 
cist and active trade-unionist of 
Wilkes Barre, Pa., has won the 
rig h t o f voluntary departure from  
the United States. To assist him 
in financing his trip , the sole meth
od of saving him from being turned 
over to Mussolini by the U. S. gov
ernment, a Bellussi Anti-Fascist 
Dinner Committee has been organ
ized. Sentenced to  deportation to 
Fascist Ita ly , Bellussi is now en 
abled to escape from  the clutches 
o f the Mussolini regime which has 
fo r years desired to  punish him fo r 
his working class activities in  Ita ly .

Bellussi spent ten months in  ja il 
before his case could be settled. 
A t firs t the I. L. D. pretended in ter
est in his fate, but when Bellussi 
refused to repudiate his friendliness 
to the Communist League of Amer
ica, the I. L. D. lost its  enthusiasm 
fo r the cause o f th is anti-Fascist. 
In  the end the fight had to  be car
ried on by the friends o f comrade 
Bellussi w ith the aid of the Amer
ican C iv il Liberties Union. A fte r 
w inning the rig h t o f voluntary de
parture, Bellussi was released on 
bail, bail money being provided by 
the American C ivil Liberties Union.

H is last month in  America is be
ing spent in  New York. Bellussi 
plans to sail fo r South America 
before May 1. The members of the 
Dinner Committee are Roger Bald
win, Louis Budenz, James Burn
ham, James P. Cannon, E llio t B. 
Cohen, Max Eastman, Herman 
Gund, Sidney Hook, Rose Karsner, 
A. J. Muste, E linor Rice, James 
Rorty, Herbert Solow and Carlo 
Tresca.

The Bellussi D inner w ill be held 
Friday, A p ril 20 a t 7:30 p.m. at 
Stuyvesant Casino, Second Avenue

struggle developed in  the union. 
The Stalinists who came into the 
union through the merger of their 
paper Taxi Workers Union, formed 
a bloc w ith  Omer and Green of the 
Workers Socialist Party, a group 
of form er members and sympathiz
ers o f the Socialist Party o f Great 
B rita in . Joe G ilbert became an or
ganizer and leader o f the second 
strike. In  th is figh t the bloc re
ceived, at least, objective support 
from the Tammany elements in  the 
union who had the ir own axe to 
grind against La Guardia. Gandall 
was dislodged from  leadership. 
Orner became president of the Man
hattan local, the largest and most 
im portant of the three units o f the 
union. The Bronx and Brooklyn 
locals remained under the influence 
of the Socialist Party elements.

W hile the strike was in  the as
cendant a ll forces w ith  the excep
tion o f the Socialists in  the Bronx 
and Brooklyn locals worked to push 
the strike forward. Omer, w ithout 
organizational strength outside of 
the union to throw behind the 
strike, and involved in  the bloc w ith  
the Stalinists, had to lean on the 
la tte r fo r support. The Stalinists 
tried to ra lly  outside forces behind 
the strike but succeeded only in 
giving another demonstration of 
the ir isolation from  the main 
stream of the labor movement. 
Their united fron t conference of 
working class organizations to sup
port and spread the strike  was the 
usual mass meeting of S talinist 
outfits and friends.

Tammany and the Socialists
Tammany tried to use the strike 

as a club against La Guardia. The 
present Grand Jury investigation 
into the “ fa ilu re  o f the municipal 
government and the police to pro
tect life  and property”  is inspired 
by Tammany.

The Socialists tried to make fac
tional capital of the strike in  the 
union by Inciting the workers 
against Communism and the Stal
inists whom they represent to the 
workers as Communists. Because 
of the popularity of Orner and the 
strong Orner-Stalinist bloc in  the 
leadership they were forced to carry 
on their agitation against the lead
ership in  the m iddle o f the strike 
by an undercover campaign.

A ll of these forces working 
through the strike and the union 
produced a PO LITICAL situation 
in  New York o f great importance 
to a ll future strikes. In  fa c t w ith  
the publication by the companies of 
fu ll page ads in  the capita list press 
and the replies o f La Guardia a t
tacking the companies the strike 
became a major po litica l issue in 
Nkw York OK*.

and 9th Street. Admission is 50 
cents. The speakers of the evening, 
in  addition to Comrade Bellussi, 
w ill be James P. Cannon o f the 
Communist League; A. J. Muste of 
the American Workers P arty; Quin
cy Howe, editor o f The L iving Age; 
Herbert Solow of the Provisional 
Committee fo r Non-Partisan Labor 
Defense; and Carlo Tresca, editor 
of I I  M artello. Im portant new fea
tures o f the general figh t against 
Fascism and reaction and on behalf 
of po litica l refugees w ill be taken 
up by several o f the speakers. A f
ter dinner adimssion to  hear the 
speakers w ill be 15 cents.

Tickets may be ordered and 
tables reserved through E linor Rice, 
treasurer o f the Bellussi Anti- 
Fascist Dinner Committeee, 151 
East §3rd Street, N. Y. or through 
the C ity Committee of the Commu
nist League of America, 126 East 
16th Street. The League urges a ll 
its friends to support the Bellussi 
Anti-Fascist Dinner Committee in 
every way. Those who cannot pos
sibly attend are urged to send a 
contribution to  the Committee fo r 
the fund to finance Bellussi’s trip .

Comrade Bellussi appeared at 
the Spring Festival o f the League 
at| Irv ing  Plaza last Saturday and 
was given a rousing reception. Con
tributions to aid the expenses of 
his journey were made as fo llow s:

Fein .......................................$2.00
Lieberman, B .........................  1.00
Beardsley, M .........................  1.00
Becker, J ................................  1.00
Sterling, M............................. 1.00
Jimmy ........................................50
Saul. G......................................... !»
DollingeB, A ...........................  2.00
Bleecker, S............................... 1.00
Collection ............................... 2.45

Total ..............................$12.20

Contradictions Come Out
The contradictions in  the union 

did not appear in  the ir fu ll impor
tance u n til the strike reached its  
peak and stopped growing. When 
i t  landed in  the bog o f capita list 
politics the impact o f the strike
breaking efforts of a ll the capital
is t agencies caused the po litica l 
lines in  the union to be drawn very 
sharply. In  the main the line  was 
drawn over the issue o f radicalism 
and its  responsibility fo r the d iffi
cu lt position o f the strike. F irs t 
honors in  the reactionary business 
of red-baiting go to the Socialist 
Party which seized on this moment 
to take its  undercover campaign 
into the open. Under its  guiding 
hand the Bronx local passed a mo
tion calling fo r a figh t against 
Communist influence in  the union. 
G ilbert was dropped from  his lead
ing position and a Tammany lawyer 
took his place in  the negotiations 
a t C ity H all. Omer’s popularity 
saved him from a sim ilar fate.

The collapse o f the strike gave a 
great stimulus to the centrifugal 
forces in  the union working through 
the political contradictions. The 
union now hangs by a thread. The 
influence of the Communist Party 
is almost n il and that is a good 
thing. But the influence of the 
Socialist and Democratic parties 
has increased and that is a bad 
thing.

Future Lines
The solution lies on the road of 

building a broad le ft w ing of a ll 
progressive elements in  the union. 
The task o f building a le ft wing 
in  this union is a part of the larger 
problem of building a new le ft wing 
in the trade union movement. That 
is a task o f the new party. The 
Communist League can make a be
ginning now.

The tax i strike was o f the utmost 
importance fo r the labor movement. 
Had i t  been successful i t  could 
have given a great impetus to the 
struggle against company unionism, 
and encouraged the workers in  the 
gigantic transportation industry in 
New York to organize and struggle 
fo r the betterment o f th e ir condi
tions.

As the situation stands now it  is 
w ithout positive gains. The two 
strikes w ill enter into the annals 
of the working class as splendid 
demonstrations o f working class 
m ilitancy. And i f  the union sur
vives, even w ithout recognition, i t  
w ill be an important toe-hold fo r 
the labor movement in  one o f the 
most im portant domains o f W all 
Street’s vast empire.

— T . STAMM.

END OF THE NEW YORK TAXI STRIKE I

A ppeal to the Young 
Workers of the W o rld

A conference of representatives 
o f independent proletarian youth 
organizations was called fo r Febru
ary 24th to  26th a t Laren, in  H ol
land. The object of this Conference 
was to draw the lessons of the cata
strophe in  the German labor move
ment, o f the crisis of the interna
tional labor movement, and, pa rti
cularly, the proletarian youth move
ment.

Unemployment and super-exploi
tation— evils which a t the same 
time are contradictory and supple
mentary— are both the consequences 
o f the te rrib le  world economic crisis 
which effects especially the prole
tarian youth.

This youth, however, has not re
acted to the blows of capitalism by 
revolutionary means. On the con
trary. The crudest form  of capital
is t oppression, Fascism, threatens 
to a ttract to itse lf a great part of 
the youth and to submit them to 
two dangers: heightened exploita
tion and im perialist wars. The 
two international organizations 
claim ing to  represent the interests 
of working-class youth, the Young 
Socialists and the Young Commun-

Arrest Leaders of 
The Cuban Labor 

Movement
Through La Prensa, Spanish 

daily printed in  New York, we are 
apprised o f the arrest o f the whole 
leadership of the Labor Federation 
of Havana. The police surprised a 
meeting o f the Plenum of the Fed
eration while in  session, placing a ll 
o f the members under arrest. 
Among these is Sandalio Junco, one 
o f the most prom ineit labor figures 
o f the island and one o f the out
standing leaders o f the Bolshevik- 
Leninist Party (Cuban Section of 
the League of Communist Interna
tionalists) which has been extreme
ly  active in  the heroic struggles of 
the Cuban proletariat.

The Mendieta government is un
doubtedly determined to crush the 
"counter-revolutionary Trotskyists’ ’ 
and the labor organizations in 
which they are actively participat
ing and playing a leading role. The 
lackeys o f imperialism hope that a 
blow at the revolutionary vanguard 
w ill cripple the workers in  the 
sharp struggles that are now being 
waged.

A  Veteran M ilita n t
Comrade Junco, the only one of 

those arrested to be named in  the 
pispatches, is a baker by trade and 
has long been prominent in  the 
struggles o f his own industry in 
particular and in  the general labor 
movement. He affilia ted w ith  the 
Communist Party when i t  was firs t 
organized and was forced to flee to 
Mexico in  order to escape the Ma
chado terror. W hile in  exile he oc
cupied fo r a while the secretary
ship of the Carribean Secretariat 
of the R ILU  and participated in 
several international conferences. 
A fter returning to Cuba, Junco was 
expelled from  the party follow ihg 
a series o f conflicts w ith  the irre 
sponsible bureaucracy.

The Labor Federation of Havana, 
while in  rea lity  a provincial feder
ation, has considerable influence 
throguhout the island, and most of 
the democratic, m ilitan t and non- 
S talin ist unions o f the island are 
associated w ith  i t  in  its  massi activ
ities. I t  was the Labor Federation 
of Havana tha t maintained the 
general po litica l strike against the 
Machado regime in  August of last 
year, at a time when the Stalinist 
controlled National Confederation 
o f Labor capitulated to Machado, 
ordering the workers to return to 
the ir jobs, as soon as the economic 
demands had been granted by the 
dictator.

The smashing o f the Cuban un
ions would In fin ite ly strengthen the 
position o f American imperialism, 
fac ilita ting  its  attacks on the wage 
standards o f the workers of the 
United States as well. The Amer
ican workers must be roused to de
fend the ir class brothers in  Cuba. 
Demand the release o f Sandalio 
Junco and a ll Cuban class war pris
oners!

TH E  PROGRAM OF THE  
FOURTH IN TER N ATIO NA L

Speaker :
A R N E  S W A B E C K  
1330 W ilkins Avenue 

Sunday, A pril 15th at 8 P.M. 
Admission 15c

Questions Discussion
Adhpkes: Bronx Branch C. L. of A.

is t International (Y. C. I.)  are fac
ed by these forces and these dan
gers. Their dependence on reform
ism and Stalinism has condemned 
these two organizations to impot
ence.

I t  was to find a way out of this 
situation, and to prepare and organ
ize the consolidation of a ll revolu
tionary forces of the international 
proletarian youth that there assem
bled the representatives o f inde
pendent revolutionary youth organi
zations and groups o f Holland, Bel
gium, France, Sweden, Norway, 
Germany, Czechoslovakia, Switzer
land, Roumania, Greece, Spain, Uni
ted States and Australia.

But the Dutch bourgeoisie, reput
ed to be one of the most libera l on 
the Continent, is so afra id  of the 
revival of the proletarian youth 
movement that, on the very firs t day 
of the Conference, it  brought about 
the arrest of a ll the foreign p a rti
cipants and, a fter two days of im 
prisonment, expelled them. Four 
German anti-Fascists were carried 
to the German fron tie r and given 
up to the mercies of the paid butch
ers of H itle r.

Deeply conscious of the enormous 
importance fo r the world proletar
ian youth of the holding of this 
Confèrence, the representatives of 
various organizations and countries 
participating reassembled in  Lux
emburg in  order to continue the Con
ference.

The present Conference calls upon 
the working-class youth o f ths 
world to support its  protest against 
the actions of the Dutch bourge
oisie.

Furthermore, the Conference de. 
dares that no step, however reao- 
tionary, whether taken by the bour
geoisie of Holland or any other 
country, can prevent i t  from  carry
ing out its  international tasks. And 
it  addresses the follow ing ca ll to 
the world working-class youth:

Beware of the danger of Fascism !
F ight its  abominable demagogy, 

and understand its  real role as the 
mercenary hangman of capitalism !

Fascism destroys both the organ
izations and the social and political 
rights of the working class. I t  sub
mits the working class, and especi
a lly the youth, to working and liv 
ing conditions like  those of ancient 
slavery. Fascism intensifies to a 
high degree the contradictions of 
the capita list system and makes 
possible a t any time terrib le  ex
plosions, destructive wars over 
wohle continents.

I t  is necessary to see the whole 
extent of the danger. I t  is  neces
sary to begin the struggle against 
these dangers on every sector, and 
on the basis of the broadest united 
front.

The undersigned organizations re
presented at the Conference of Lux
emburg therefore propose to a ll or
ganizations of working class youth, 
a campaign fo r:

1. The most relentless ideologi
cal and physical struggle against 
Facsism.

2. Against war, against chauvin
is t and m ilita ris t propaganda, 
against the m ilita riza tion o f the 
youth.

3. For the defense of democratic 
rights of the proletariat and its  or
ganizations.

4. For reductions in the working 
hours o f proletarian youth w ithout 
wage cuts.

5. Against forced labor of youth.
6. For the defense o f the U. S. 

S. R. as the workers* State.
Signed:

Union of Young Socialists of 
Holland

Revolutionary Youth Union of
Holland

Young Socialist Union of
Germany 

Young Workers Union of
Norway

Youth Group of the Commun
is t League of Struggle 
(U. S. A.)

Bolshevik-Leninist Youth (In 
ternational Communist 

League) : International 
Communist Youth of 
Germany; Young Lenin
ists of France; Young 
Bolshevik-Leninists o f 
Belgium; S p a r t a c u s  
Youth (U. S .A. and Can
ada) ; M arxist Youth Ac
t io  n ( Switzerland) ;  
Young Bolshevik-Lenin
ists of Greece, Spain, 
Czechoslovakia, and Aus
tra lia

Mot Dag Group (Norway) 
Federation o f Yeung Com

munists of Sweden 
Federation o f Young Social

ists o f Roumania 
U nitary Federation o f Young 

Workers of France
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REVIEW ING  
THE NEWS
Mamiilshy Blames Stalin

Ignoring the old saying th a t you 
can’t  make a s ilk  purse out of a 
sow’s ear, a ll the flunkeys of Stal
inism  are busy try ing  to paint 
S talin as the loved and victorious 
leader o f the world’s proletariat. 
Manuilsky over-reached himself in  
his zeal to praise, and actually 
placed the blame fo r H itle r’s vic
to ry on Stalin. “ H is (S ta lin ’s) ap 
praisal and forecasts have deter- 
mined the path which the Comin
tern has travelled during the last 
ten years w ithout Lenin. H is Bol
shevik adherence to principle, as 
hard as granite—and his revolution 
ary tactics as p liant as high grade 
steel— teach the communists of a ll 
countries to  fight and conquer.’

Cutting out the usual blah blah 
about granite and steel, i f  these 
words mean anything a t a ll, they 
mean that Stalin and Stalinism de 
serve the credit i f  any and the 
blame fo r the present condition in 
the C. I. and the present situation 
in  the world, that is in-so-far as a 
revolutionary party could influence 
or change i t  Let us see what Man- 
u ilsky says on that. “ . . . th is shows 
the weak work o f the Communist 
Parties who have not taken advan 
tage of the world economic crisis to 
consolidate the ir positions in  the 
world labor movement. I f  the Com
munist parties had not lagged be
hind in  the winning over of the 
m ajority  of the working class, the 
tempo of the development of the 
world revolutionary crisis would be 
different and the whole course of 
events in  Germany and throughout 
the world would have been d iffer
ent too.”

So, the results of “ S talin’s fore
casts, appraisals and teachings," 
are “ weak work”  . . . “ lagging be
hind”  . . . “ not taking advantage” 
and fina lly the victory of reaction 
Ten years w ithout Lenin and w ith  
Stalin —  ten years of Stalinism 
against Leninism, and the result 
can be summed up in  one word 
H ITLE B.

* * * *
Senator Thayer and the Power 

Trust
The latest politic ian who was not 

careful enough in  concealing his 
dealings w ith  his masters is Sen 
ator Warren T. Thayer, chairman 
of the Public U tilities  Cominssion 
of the New York State Senate—  
“a rather fine looking, well liked 
member o f the senate who was very 
influential in  the legislature, though 
he spoke infrequently.”

A  cause fo r the potency of his in 
fluence was shown in his letters to 
the Associated Gas and E lectric 
Company enclosing his expense ac 
counts and hoping that his services 
in  k illin g  any b ills  that m ight in 
terfere w ith  the profits of the power 
trust were satisfactory. The paid 
spokesman of the power trust 
doesn’t  depend on his fine looks for 
his influence over the mess of 
"statesmen”  spewed into Albany by 
the Tammany and Republican 
machines. And these are the most 
“ honest” people known to Postmas
ter General Farley.

Letters to  the Editor

“Holy Joe” McKee
In  the last election campaign in 

New York and fo r months before 
oceans o f in k  were used in  popular
izing the name of “ Honest Joe” 
McKee. The Recovery Party w ith  
a Key fo r a symbol and McKee for 
a candidate was organized by Far 
ley and Roosevelt. That the “key 
to recovery” was ju s t another Tam
many B a ll burglars’ skeleton key 
fo r robbing the unfortunate unem
ployed and looting public funds is 
shown by the revelations of the Re
covery Party’s activities in the 
C.W.A. I f  Tammany could p ilfe r the 
pockets o f paupers, the Recovery 
Tarty could arrange to push the ir 
favorites in to  C.W.A. jobs while 
heads of starving fam ilies begged 
in  vain for the chance to work. 
Of a surety, promotor Farley chose 
a poor tim e to  extol the honesty of 
his politica l friends.* * * *

The Police and the Taxi Strike
The Grand Jury and a group of 

Tammany and other politicians 
backed by the entire capita list 
press are a ll hot and bothered be
cause, so they say, news reel pic
tures show cops turning away when 
husky striking ta x i drivers got the 
best of the company thugs and 
scabs. We don’t  know what the 
news reels actually show; we do 
know that strikers, wounded and 
beaten by thugs, scabs and police 
were to be seen daily a t strike head 
quarters in  the taxi, as in  a ll other 
m ilitan t strikes.

And, more than that, we know of 
and have experienced police clubs, 
cracking down on the heads of 
peaceful, marching unemployed. We 
have seen news reels which clearly 
showed such unprovoked attacks, 
but we hhve never heard of a Grand 
Jury being called on to investigate, 
nor of any effort by any “ public 
authority”  to stop such attacks. 
The case o f Senator Thayer, acting 
fo r the power trusts fo r a price—  
as shown by his own letters—gives 
the key to  the investigation of the 
ta x i strike “ violence.”  General Mo
tes*, earner of tho big tax i compan-

From a C. P. Member
Dear comrades:

I  am a member of the “ Commu
n ist” Party who has fina lly come 
to the conclusion that real working 
class unity cannot be achieved 
through the medium of the o ffic ia l 
“Communist” Party.

The German events firs t stirred 
me to the realization that there 
must be something radically wrong 
w ith  a Communist party that could 
muster 6,000,000 votes in  time of 
elections and then be decreed out 
of legal existence w ithout even 
shaking i t ’s fis t a t the fascists 
who only a day before were already 
being “ defeated” on every front.

Recently 1 met a form er party 
member who is now a member of 
the Lovestone group. A fte r some 
persuasion on his part I  finally 
consented to attend their National 
Covention which was then in  pro 
gress to hear Lovestone’s report on 
the International ¡Situation.

I  won’t  take your time up w ith 
too many details. Suffice i t  to say, 
that w ith  the exception of a c r iti
cism of the party’s dual union pol
icy “ which i t  was gradually chang
ing” and the fact that they (Love- 
stone & Go.) were not a t the head 
of the party— nothing else differed 
essentially from  any of the party’s 
o fficia l pronouncimentos.

In  Germany—said Lovestone—the 
defeat of the working class did not 
challenge the principles of commu 
nism, but only condemned the tac
tica l line of the party. The solu
tion of the conditions in  which the 
working class finds itse lf today can 
only be solved by reform ing the 
party “ from below.” That disposed 
of the German situation.

“The Menace of Trotskyism”
The rest of the time was taken to 

discuss the menace of “ Trotsky
ism.” “ Why do we bother so much 
w ith Trotsky?” asked Lovestone, 
•Because we ahve to adm it that 
Trotsky bothers some of our com
rades.”

From here on a ll I  gathered was 
that Trotsky was plagueing the 
international working class move
ment w ith  his counter-revolutionary 
ideas. He was organizing a strug
gle against the Soviet Union.
The International Communist Op
position (Brandlerites) had to 
break w ith  the C. P. of Sweden be
cause i t  went over to Trotskyist- 
centrism. . .  . Trotsky was fo r a new 
party in  the Soviet Union which 
meant C iv il War . . . Trotsky says 
the Soviet Union is not a working 
class government . . . etc, etc.

A ll these accusations were noth
ing- new to me because I  read them 
every day in  the Daily Worker, and 
I became more and more puzzled 
as to why the party had to expel 
anybody who agreed so wholeheart
edly w ith  i t ’s own viewpoint.

From there on he discussed the 
question o f a new party “ which 
must lead to capitulation to Trots
kyism and Centrism”  . . . “The 
S. A. P. and the L. O. were united 
by anti-Soviet and anti-communist 
sentiment”  . . .

He went to quite some lengths to 
explain away a resolution which 
was adopted a t the ir Convention in  
September, 1932 that a new Com
munist party was justified  under 
certain conditions.

Merely Tactical Differences 
Needless to say, that to a worker 

who was nurtured on party lite ra 
ture fo r the past few years, there 
was very little  new to be learned 
from  Lovestone. Their differences 
w ith  the policies of the Comintern, 
as Lovestone made sure to empha
size, was merely tactical and not 
fundamental. I  was a t a loss to

understand why the party refused 
to take back such a very valuable 
a lly , especially in  view of a recent 
appeal addressed to the Comintern 
by the I. C. O. fo r “ the setting up 
of a working bloc,”  fo r the purpose 
of “ carrying out united fron t tac
tics against reformism, centrism 
and Trotskyism .”

I  took the trouble recently to go 
through the lite ra ture  of the Left 
Opposition, especially on the Ger
man Situation and the Soviet Un
ion, and so have been able to see 
through the ve il o f lies and distor
tions that the C. P. and its  Love- 
stonite apologists have spread re
garding Trotsky’s position on these 
questions. I  have ju s t been roused 
from  that stupifying and pious ac
ceptance of the doctrines of the 
Comintern as gospel, and have 
learnt to look around me a little  
b it more.

And so, comrades, I  pledge my
self to carry this work o f enlight
enment into the ranks o f the party 
so that the working class w ill not 
again have to suffer the same de
feats as our German and Austrian 
comrades. Forward to a new Com
munist party. . . . Forward to 
the Fourth International.

— PARTY MEMBER.

1014
N ew Subsl

Over the Top!
Over the top, and more!
The goal set fo r the Club Plan 

sub drive was 1,000.
Last week, the to ta l reported was 

992 new subs. This week we re
ceived 22 additional, bringing the 
to ta l to  1014, which should bring 
the drive to a close. However, we 
received several requests fo r its 
continuation. The question is be
ing considered and a decision w ill 
be announced in the next issue of 
the M ilitan t.

Davenport, Iowa Branch w irtes: 
“ Please see that we get the sub 
cards immediately. We would also 
like to extend this drive fo r our 
branch at least, t i l l  A p ril 30.”

Subs received during the past 
week:

Fro* a I.L .D . Member
To the E ditor o f the M ilitant:

I  chanced to go through some 
old copies of thd Daily Worker re
cently and came across a story in  
the December 18th issue about 
Charles H. Houston, N. A. A. C. P. 
attorney who “ Helped Lynch Court 
Sentence Crawford,” negro worker, 
to life  imprisonment (headline).

One would judge from this that 
Houston would be a good man to 
stay away from. On turning to the 
next page i t  is announced that 
Bernard Ades, I. L. D. attorney who 
defended Eul Lee was being brought 
before the Federal Court fo r dis- 
barrment. And who do you sup
pose headed the defense counsel? 
None other than the same Charles 
H. Houston who, in  the same Daily 
Worker, “ Helped Lynch Court.”

I t  is about time that we had a 
Defense organization where crazy 
stuff like  this would not be to ler
ated.

— I. L. D. MEMBER.

Pledge Fund
The Club plan sub drive was in 

itia ted w ith  the view of reaching 
1,000 new readers who were unable 
to pay the regular rates, but were 
anxious to read the Militant.

There are a t least another thou
sand who want the paper a t this 
low price, judging by the requests 
which have come asking us to ex
tend the drive. This can be done 
only i f  we get a sufficient number 
of pledgers who w ill rem it regu
la rly.

We appeal again to our readers 
and sympathizers, to pledge definite 
weekly or monthly sums fo r this 
specific purpose.

Don’t  delay.
Send your pledge a t once.

20 NEW PLEDGERS 
Boston

ies, knows the way to the hearts 
o f public officials ju s t as well as 
the power trusts. And stuffed sh irt 
police commissionars are particu 
la rly  amenable to the languages 
which such corporations can ta lk. 
In  brief, we see here one o f the 
means by which the capita list class 
exercise the ir rule through their 
own state and the ir own tools in 
its  apparatus.* * * *
The C.P. Convention— A Forecast

Browder hailed S talin as the 
iron - w illed, granite principled', 
steeled and loved leader (everyone 
rises, shouts hurrah fo r Stalin and 
sings the In ternationa l). Browder 
tells Stalin’s “ famous story”  about 
chatterboxes. (A ll rise and cheer 
fo r “ the leader” .) Every other 
chatterbox repeats the “ famous 
story” w ith  examples from  his own 
d is tric t. A resolution hailing the 
correct leadership of the C. I. w ith  
Stalin a t the head is carried. 
(Everyone stands and cheers fo r 
Stalin and sings the International.) 
The tragic defeat in  Germany is 
covered up by the reference to the 
heroism of the victim s o f the ir pol
icies. Self-criticism , w ith  varia
tions . . . reference to the open le t 
ter. Bureaucrats speak against 
bureaucracy o f lesser bureaucrats 
The lesser ones adm it the ir errors. 
Greetings are sent to Stalin while 
a ll stand and shout, “ Hurrah fo r 
Stalin !”

(Written before the convention. 
We venture the above as a thumb
nail sketch of the proceedingc.)

■—BILL.

Davenport B rr. 12
Waukeegan Br. 4
G. Kotz 4
Q. Parker 2

TOTAL 22
The complete record to date fo l

lows:
New York Local 404
Minneapolis Br. 128
Kansas C ity Br. 48
Boston Br. 32
Pittsburgh Br. 32
Davenport Br. 28
New Castle Br. 24
Youngstown Br. 20
L. Brown 20
Chicago Friends of 
the M ilitan t Club 16
Chicago Br. 16
G. Kotz 15
Q. Parker 13
Oakland Br. 12
Philadelphia Br. 12
J. Hamilton 12
A Teacher 12
Los Angeles Br. 9
F. Berensmeier 8
F. Simington 8
M. Steinbach 8
D. Marcus 8
D. L. S
J. Ruby 8
G. Papcun 8
S. Hardy 8
L. Goadman 8
M. H urw itz 5
Buffalo Br. 4
New Haven Br. 4
H. R. 4
M. Hollod 4
G. E llis 4
D. Fogel 4
M. Gendelman 4
C. Hoffman 4
T. M ill 4
Salt Lake C ity Br. 4
W. Toupin 4
H. Sukut 4
W. Sukut 4
D. O’Dwyer 4
M. McLeod 4
St. Louis Br. 4
L. Murphy 4
M. Koehler 4
C. Genian 4
R. Carlson 4
Waukeegan Br. 4

TOTAL 1014

J. Chiplowitz $ .50 weekly
W. Henderson .50 weekly
C. Schechet .50 weekly
E. W iner .50 weekly

Newark
G. Kotz .25 weekly
Nagy .15 weekly
Becker .25 weekly
A Clerk .10 weekly
A Social Worker .25 weekly
A  Sympathizer .10 weekly

Youngstown
A Friend 2.00 monthly

West Virginia
A Miner 1.00 monthly

paid fo r 10 months in  advance.
Brooklyn

Edith Sher 1.00 monthly
Downtown, N. Y.

A. Kujawsky .10 weekly
M. Spithos .25 weekly
A. Tamas .25 weekly

Harlem
Cochrin .10 weekly
Beecher .10 weekly
Clay .10 weekly
Marsh .25 weekly

PREVIOUSLY REPORTED
Brooklyn

1. Paul K ing $ .25 weekly
2. Subway Worker 1.00 monthly

Manhattan
3. G. W right .50 weekly
4. E. Konikow .25 weekly
5. M. Beardsle 1.00 weekly
6. F. V ictor .50 weekly
7. J. Weber .50 weekly
8. S. Gordon .50 weekly
9. M. K ling .50 monthly

10. S. Bleeker .50 monthly
Harlem

11. T. Smith .50 weekly
12. A Teacher 1.00 weekly

(paid in  advance fo r 16 weeks)
Bronx

13. A. Brandmarck .25 weekly
14. G. Saul .10 weekly
15. B. Ramloff .10 weekly
16. M. M 1.00 weekly
17. S. Egstadt .25 weekly
18. I. D ryer .25 weekly
19. MJLlpshitz .25 weekly
20. P. Shulman ,50 weekly

Shachtman 
Tour

Schedule
The schedule fo r the tour, in addi

tion to the cities already covered, 
is as fo llow s:

Sun., A p ril 8th—San Francisco. 
Mon., A p ril 9th—San Francisco. 
Tues., A p ril 10th— San Francisco 
Wed., A p ril 11th—
Thurs, A p ril 12th— Los Angeles. 
F ri., A p ril 13th— Los Angeles. 
Sat., A p ril 14th— Los Angeles. 
Sun., A p ril 15th—Los Angeles. 
Wed., A p ril 18— Salt Lake City, 

Utah.
Thurs., A p ril 19— Salt Lake City, 

Utah.
F ri., A p ril 20—Denver, Colo.
Sat., A p ril 21—Denver, Colo. 
Sun., A p ril 22— Kansas City, Mo. 
Mon., A p ril 23— Kansas City, Mo. 
Tues., A p ril 24—Kansas City, Mo. 
Wed., A p ril 25—St. Louis, Mo. 
Thurs., A p ril 26— St. Louis, Mo. 
F ri., A p ril 27— Staunton or Gil- 
Sat., A p ril 28— Springfield, III. 

lespie, 111.
Sun., A p ril 29— Davenport, la . 
Mon., A p ril 30—Davenport, la . 
Tues., May 1— Chicago, 111.
Wed. May 2— Chicago, 111. 
Thurs., May 3— Detroit, Mich. 
F ri., May 4— Detroit, Mich.
Sat., May 5—Detroit, Mich.

RUSSIAN BULLETIN

We are glad to announce that ws 
were successful in securing a small 
number of additional copies of the 
Russian Opposition Bulletin No. 
38-39 containing Comrade Trotsky’s 
articles “ On the Eve o f the Con
gress,”  “ Where* are the L im its of 
Fall?”  “ Summary o f the 13th 
Plenum of the ECCI”  and others.

W rite or call fo r your copy at 
the Militant office, 126 E. 16th St., 
N. X. C.

O rganization Notes
New York City Conference

Delegates from  the six branches 
of the Communist League in  New 
York City, met in  conference Sun
day, A p ril 1, to review the work 
of the League in  th is c ity  fo r the 
past six months and to elect a City 
Committee fo r another term.

In  his report to the conference, 
the C ity Organizer, M orris Lewit, 
pointed out the growth of the or
ganization in  membership and in 
fluence ; the fact that our work has 
been spread over a greater te rri
tory, w ith  branches in  the major 
sections o f the c ity ; the participa
tion of the branches in the last sub
scription campaign of the Militant, 
v irtua lly  doubling the number of 
New York subscribers. The major 
part of the report, however, was 
devoted to the trade union work 
and the work in other mass organ
izations, reviewing the policies pur
sued in these organizations by our 
fractions.

Comrade Swabeck, reporting for 
the National Committee, spoke p ri
m arily on our immediate perspec
tives and the tasks o f the League 
in  the building of a new party, a 
section of the Fourth International. 
The growth of the League in  the 
past period, has not been confined 
to New York. New branches have 
been organized in  a number of lo
calities, and altogether the League 
has doubled its  membership in  this 
country and has taken the lead in 
im portant struggles.

The report fo r the youth was

rendered by the organizer of the 
city Spartacus Youth Clubs, Manny 
Garret. There are three clubs at 
present functioning in  New York 
C ity, w ith  others in  the process of 
formation. The Spartacus Youth 
Clubs are a t present national in 
scope, w ith  the Young Spartacus 
the o ffic ia l organ of our youth sec
tion, improving its  contents w ith  
each issue and winning a place fo r 
itse lf as a popular propagandist for 
communism among the young 
workers.

A ll the reports received the unan
imous endorsement o f the c ity  con
ference.

This conference, in  reviewing the 
past activities, in  analizing the 
shortcomings and the tasks ahead 
fo r the League, has registered the 
fact that we have turned the cor
ner, that from a propaganda organ
ization we are developing along the 
line of agitation and action, broad
ening our base in  the labor mass 
organizations, gaining increased in 
fluence and laying the foundations 
fo r a genuine Communist Party in 
this country.

Shachtman Tour Los Angeles 
Boyle Heights Lecture 

Sunday, April 15th, 8 P. M. 
at

25261 Brooklyn Avenue 
Speaker

MAX SHACHTMAN

Organized Labor Under the N.R.A.
The Auto “Settlement”

The auto settlement was a “com
promise”— Roosevelt got the glory, 
Capital got the real concession and 
labor got the crumbs. The next 
day the New York Times headline 
said, “Auto strike ru ling viewed as 
A. F. o f L. set-back.”  Yes, the 
treacherous action of the labor 
fakers enabled the capitalists to 
strengthen the ir position and 
caused the working class to take 
a defeat w ithout a battle.

Roosevelt’s reactionary interpre
tation of section 7a of the NRA has 
laid down a ru ling  and a precedent 
that w ill always guarantee capital 
its  company unions. The fact that 
a union has a m ajority of the work
ers organized in  a shop does not 
give them the rig h t to  represent 
the shop under the new ruling. The 
president’s form ula gives m inority 
representation. This favors the in
dependent unions. But nine out of 
ten times i t  means the company 
unions.

The committee of three appointed 
to take up the grievances, like  a ll 
other such committees established 
after strikes, is just a polite way 
of mopping up fo r the bosses.

The bosses’ strategy, w ith  the 
labor fakers’ help, stemmed the tide 
of the labor revolt. But i t  only 
postponed it, and in the very near 
future, w ith  increased inflation, i t  
w ill flare up anew— w ithin the A. 
F. o f L. i f  possible, outside, as out
law strikes, i f  necessary.

«  *  *  *

NRA Tightens Grip to Prevent Str
An order fo r the reorganization of 

the NRA code authorities has been 
issued. This means tha t the period 
of form ing codes is being le ft be
hind and the period of administer
ing them is before the capitalists. 
Codes w ill continue to be formu
lated but they w ill be moulded into 
the pattern already laid  out. Now 
the problem confronting the capi
talists is to  keep down the growing 
discontent w ith in  the working class 
while they continue to drive 
through the ir reorganization of 
American industry a t the expense 
of the working class and the small 
producers.

A litiga tion  division w ill he es
tablished to handle a ll court cases 
through the Department of Justice. 
The cartels being created need not 
fear th is new department. I t  w ill 
be aimed at the small producer and 
at the outlaw strikes that are sure 
to develop in the coming period.

The revision is p rim arily  aimed 
at establishing machinery fo r labor 
disputes. Industria l relation boards 
w ill be established to the extent 
necessary in  the different indus
tries in  order to confine the work
ers’ struggles in  the strait-jacket 
of class collaboration machinery 
In  Cotton, bituminous coal, ra il
road, garment and other industries, 
such boards, or labor representa
tion on the Code Authorities, al
ready exist.

Each Code A uthority w ill ap
point a Labor and Consumer repre
sentative. They w ill have no vote and 
w ill attend meetings on invita tion. 
These representatives w ill have ac
cess to the minutes and can appear 
to make statements, which means, 
when boiled down, that the labor 
consumer representatives w ill be 
window dressing fo r the machina
tions of the exploiters against the 
workers. They w ill act as the 
agents of the capitalists in  the class 
collaboration machinery.

The new order that revises the 
NRA means that the class relations 
in America are sharpening and 
that the bosses are preparing

the machinery in  advance to hold 
the forces in  check.

The workers’ interests is not in 
the Code Authorities, nor in  any 
class collaboration boards o f the 
bosses. We must go to the NRA 
labor boards w ith  OUTSIDE pres
sure of the ORGANIZED workers 
in  the ir own organizations.

* * * *
The Wagner B ill

Since the President has issued his 
new interpretation of Section 7a, 
and on the heels of th is ru ling, the 
Wagner B ill has been transformed. 
Wagner started out w ith  the bally
hoo about passing a law  to  outlaw 
company unions. In  the process of 
discussion on the b ill he consents to 
amendments tha t safeguard and 
legalize company unions.

Legalizing company unions is not 
outlawing company unions. The 
howl about labor dictatorship being 
established i f  the Wagner B ill is 
passed seems to  be the smoke screen 
that hides a move to strengthen the 
capita list dictatorship.* * * *
Railroad Sruggle Left to President
Eastman has been able to pacify 

and postpone the struggle o f the 
railroad workers fo r a wage in 
crease but was unable to settle the 
differences. This has been le ft fo r 
the President who w ill see the ra il
road managers and the labor fakers 
on A p ril 9. Eastman says he has 
a t least prevented a strike  fo r the 
time being, and fo r that the capital
ists should give him  credit. I f  the 
railroad workers really mean busi
ness about a wage increase they 
have to figh t the labor agents of 
the capitalists w ith in  the ir own 
ranks in  a more energetic way and 
amalgamate the twenty-one unions 
into an industria l union.* * * *

Wage Increases Herald Further 
Inflation

The betrayal o f the auto strike 
by Green and Company has been 
followed up by the granting o f wage 
increases in  the other basic indus 
tries where strike  struggles threat
ened. The General E lectric, the 
United States Steel and the B itu 
minous Appalachian coal operators 
have announced wage increases. 
The bosses’ press openly adm it that 
this action not only has prevented 
strikes of those effected by the pay 
increase but has had a soothing ef
fect over wide areas on other work
ers in  the same industries who have 
not yet received increases.

The agreement between the coal 
operators and the U.M.W.A. calls 
fo r the seven-hour day, the five day 
week and the five dollar basic wage, 
covering the Appalachian area.

Such action not only prevented a 
b itte r national strike struggle hut 
also is a forerunner to an increased 
inflation and price rise that w ill 
wipe out pay increases.
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M ARCH OF 
EVENTS

The Period of Concessions Closing
American capitalists, having 

gained respite* thru a policy of ap
parent concessions based on the 
NRA, now breathe more easily and 
begin to show their bared fists to 
the organized workers. The pre
tense that the NRA gave recogni
tion to labor’s complete righ t to or
ganize trade unions, is being rap- 
dly discarded. The drive is now 
on fo r the open shop. Even the 
A. F. of L. unions alarm the bosses, 
not because of any real accomplish
ment o f its  leadership fo r the work
ing class, but because o f its  po
tentia lities as a ra llying force for 
the unorganized. The firs t steps 
to build up industria l ( “ federal” ) 
unions in  the mass rpoduction in 
dustries, arouses the utmost fu ry  of 
big business which proceeds w ith 
out delay to open up a sharp coun
ter-attack on the A. F. of L. The 
threat of the auto strike was the 
signal fo r th is attack.

*  *  *  *

The Open Shop Drive
In  the sharpening struggle, Roo- 

sdvelt and Johnson obey the behests 
of the big capitalists and act as the 
spearhead of the attack. A meet
ing of fifty  iron and steel compan
ies, convened at Pittsburgh recent
ly, hailed Roosevelt’s leading state
ment on the auto industry: “The 
government makes it  clear that i t  
favors no particular form of em
ploye organization or representa
tion. The government's only duty 
is to secure absolute and uninflu
enced freedom of choice w ithout 
coercion, restra in t or intim idation 
from  any source.”  Quite correctly 
the companies interpret this state
ment as encouragement to build 
company unions, which w ill be rec
ognized by NRA officials and w ill 
meet “ collectively”  w ith  real trade 
union representatives in  negotia
tions w ith  the bosses.

Even the bourgeois press press 
labels the acceptance of the terms 
of the auto agreement as a major 
defeat of the A. F. of L. and there
fore of the working class. Simul
taneously the steel barons condemn 
the Wagner h ill, outlawing company 
unions, whereupon this b ill, never 
intended seriously except to lu ll the 
workers in to  passivity th ru  the 
false hope that “ government” would 
aid the workers in  attaining their 
aims, is unceremoniously scuttled.

*  *  »  *

Dividing the Movement
Nor is i t  by accident or thru 

sheer generosity that the General 
E lectric Co., the steel m ills and the 
coal minds grant wage increases 
and concessions in  hours at th is 
time. Organized labor must be pre
vented above a ll else (fo r that 
might prove decisive in  the strug
gles to come) from spreading in the 
steel m ills, and workers must be 
pacified in  the mines while the 
major offensive is conducted to 
halt the influx into the unions and 
to assure the open shop. Besides 
this, the ending o f the CWA and 
the* shutting off of a ll relief to m il
lions of workers, makes it  necessary 
to divide the employed from  the 
unemployed. This movement of the 
unemployed workers w ill unques
tionably take on a m ilita n t charac
te r in  the present situation, and 
hence the preparations of the boss 
class to isolate it.

Clearly i t  becomes our task to 
help reduble the campaign fo r or
ganizing the workers in the basic 
mass production industries; to ex
pose the open shop and company 
union drive, aided by Roosevelt and 
also by the corrupt A. F. of L. 
bureaucracy; to unite employed and 
unemployed in  a m ilitan t struggle 
on a ll fronts against the concerted 
drive of the capitalists to pauper
ize the working class.

* * * *
Bourgeois Nightmares

The bourgeoisie cannot sleep well 
o’ nights. I t  sees spectres every
where. I t  is acutely aware o f the 
crystal'Nation of the class struggle 
in one country after the other in to  
such clear-cut form :>s to make 
possible only one o f two choices as 
the next step in  social evolution: 
the road to communism or the road 
to fascism. Hence the uneasiness 
and the nervousness manifest on a 
national scale. The Hearst press 
utilizes these fears to prepare a 
new “ anti-red”  drive by means o f 
the series o f articles on American 
Communism by that arch-reaction
ary, Easley, of the Civic Federation.

A  large* section of the capita list 
class never accepted Roosevelt’s 
strategy o f “ libe ra l” treatment for 
the workers even temporarily. They 
feared that Roosevelt’s policy 
m ight stimulate* and encourage ra
ther than discipline and “ control”  
the workers’ movement. This sec
tion o f the bourgeoisie has bided 
its  time to open the attack against 
Roosevelt. The present b l a s t  
against Roosevelt takes the form  of 
an attack on his “ brain trust.” I t  
is fittin g  that this blast should he 
opened by W irt, founder of the 
factory school system a t Gary, In 
diana. He m istrusts “ liberalism ”  
and would prefer— and prepares 
the way fo r—outrigh t fascism.

— JACK WEBER


