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A ll O ut to Madison Square on M ay Day!
Revolutionary W o rkers! M a rc h  U nder the Banner o f the Communist League o f A m erica!

On, May Day th is year New York w ill witness the 
most imposing demonstration of the workers and the 
most tangible advances toward the ir united struggle 
against the common enemy that has been seen fo r 
many years. The participating workers’ organiza­
tions w ill march together in  a single parade and1 hold 
a commo^ demonstration at Madison Square. The 
Communist League (International Communists) w ill 
march in  the parade under its  own banner and w ill 
be represented by its  own speakers at the demonstra­
tion.

The idea tha t the politica l and economic organ­
izations of the workers, regardless of their differences 
in  principle, must form  a united fro n t of action 
against the class enemy,— this idea, which was re­
jected w ith  such fa ta l consequences in  Germany, has 
brought a host of organizations together and governs 
their practice in  carrying out a ll the arrangements 
o f the united fron t May Day parade and demonstra­
tion. The no less im portant condition— that each 
organization shall preserve its  own identity and 
march under its  own banner— is likewise respected 
and observed by the participants.

These features of the demonstration signify a 
victory for the idea of the workers’ united fron t and 
the beginning of its  realization in  action. For these 
reasons alone, the Communist League, which insis­
tently fights fo r the united fron t of the workers’ or­
ganizations, would be duty bound to take part in  
the work and actions of the May Day Labor Confer­
ence which culminate in  the parade and demonstra­
tions on May Day. But there are other reasons of 
no less weight and importance which make the 
course we have taken mandatory upon us as Com­
munists.

The S talin ist Party (C.P.) and the organizations 
under its  control are conducting a separate parade 
and demonstration a t the same hour. Thus, although 
the preponderant weight of forces is w ith  the Labor 
Day Conference, a serious element o f division re­
mains in  the workers’ ranks. Such a division is not 
o f our making. We stand1 for the united fron t o f a ll 
the workers organizations and w ill continue to fight 
fo r i t  in  the future. Nevertheless, the division, and 
the holding of the demonstrations a t the same hour, 
compel each organization, and each individual m ili­
tant to make a choice.

We have made our choice in  this matter w ith  fu ll 
deliberation, and our decision is not an isolated' one, 
applicable only to a single occasion. I t  corresponds, 
rather, to the trend of developments in  the labor 
movement. And this, in  turn, determines the tactical 
course o f the revolutionary Marxists.

MADISON SQUARE AND UNIO N SQUARE
The Stalinists, who reject the united fron t w ith  

a ll organizations not under the ir direct control, de­
mand tha t the workers demonstrate on May Day only 
under S talinist auspices. This ultim atum  is repeated 
by the ir camp followers o f various kinds in  varying 
stages of confusion and demoralization.

The ultimatums of the Stalinists have no interest 
fo r us. We reject the “ leadership”  of these political 
hooligans and condemn them as a menace to the labor 
movement. But to the conscientious le ft wing work­
ers, who may have the mistaken impression that the 
conflicting May Day demonstrations present a choice 
between Communism and reformism, we owe a frank 
explanation of the course wd have taken. Our re­
marks on the question are addressed especially to 
them.

I t  is argued by the Stalinists and the ir camp 
followers that the parade and demonstration a t 
Madison Square, organized by the Labor Conference, 
w ill be composed predominantly of the socialist po li­
tica l organizations and reform ist trade unions while

the Union Square demonstration represents the revo­
lutionary workers. The workers who want a united 
fron t of action and defense are called upon to choose 
between the Socialist Party and1 the Communist 
Party. This ultim atum  contains three propositions 
whicn have to be dealt w ith  separately.

SOCIALISTS AND COMMUNISTS
I t  is quite true that the Madison Square demon­

stration w ill be predominantly socialist and trade 
unionist and that these organizations have by fa r 
the main weight in  the conference. But that is not 
a reason fo r communists to stay away from  the dem­
onstration. On the contrary, i t  is the duty of the 
communists to march w ith  the socialist workers and 
the trade unionists and to raise the banner of com­
munism in  the ir midst. As long as the communists 
are permitted to march w ith  the ir own banner and 
to be represented by the ir own speakers at the dem­
onstration— and these rights have been expressly 
provided fo r a ll the participating organizations by 
the jo in t arrangements committee— they have no need 
and no rig h t to present any other demands as a 
condition fo r united! action. March separately, strike 
together— this is the fundamental basis for the united 
fron t of the workers.

We do not demand that the socialist workers 
leave the ir organizations as a condition fo r common 
action w ith  us. We do not demand that they cease 
to be socialists in  order to make a united fron t w ith  
communists. We do not demand that our “ leader­
ship” be recognized beforehand, and we do not repeat 
the insane gibberish about the “ united fron t from  
below” . I t  is such ultimatums, which the S talinist 
bureaucrats are in  the habit of laying down to the 
workers, which negate the very idea of the united 
fron t and make i t  impossible. We hope to  convince 
the workers, in  the course of common action, of the 
inadequacy o f reformism and the necessity fo r revo­
lutionary policy and leadership. But we do not 
demand that they be convinced o f this in  advance. 
Therein lies the fundamental difference between the 
S talinist and the revolutionary communist conception 
of the united fron t.
WHO ARE T H E  REVOLUTIONARY WORKERS?

The second false assumption in  the ultim atum  of 
the Stalinists and the ir ideological captives is the 
argument that the Union Square demonstration is a 
demonstration of “ the revolutionary workers” , that 
the S talin ist leaders are the representatives o f 
Communism. This contention, false to the core, is 
especially repugnant today in  the face of the cynical 
united fron t o f Stalinism w ith  world reaction in  the 
hounding of the organizer o f the Russian Revolution.

Many workers w ith  the impulse to be revolution­
ists w ill undoubtedly participate in  the S talin ist 
demonstration. But Stalinism  as a po litica l current 
contributes nothing to the labor movement but ideo­
logical disorientation, demoralization and' defeat. 
The S talin ist hooligans corrupt every principle of 
Communism and defile its  very name. They always 
subordinate the interests o f the working class to the 
special interests o f a bureaucratic apparatus. The 
Stalinists disrupt and sabotage every attempt of the 
workers to unite the ir forces fo r a common fight 
against the class enemy. Stalinismr is  a poison in  
the veins of the labor movement, and its  harm ful in ­
fluence derives precisely from  the assumption by 
many workers that i t  represents Communism.

I t  is necessary to attack this illusion in  deed as 
w ell as in  word1 and to put the question as i t  really 
stands: Stalinism is a reactionary force in the labor 
movement of the whole world.

The Madison Square demonstration w ill be pre­
dominantly reform ist in  composition and leadership.

That is true. But i t  is no less true that the unfalsi­
fied doctrine of revolutionary internationalism  w ill 
also be represented there th is May Day, and only 
there. Not the banner of Stalinism, splotched w ith  
crimes and treacheries, but the banner of the In te r­
national Communists— this is the banner of Com­
munism. Every revolutionary worker ought to march 
behind it  and no other.

PARTY M EETING  OR U N ITE D  FRONT?

The th ird  fallacy in  the ultim atum  of the Stalin­
ists and their apologists consists in  the posing of 
the question of a united fron t on May Day as a riva lry  
and conflict between the Socialist Party and the 
Communist Party, and the demand that the workers 
choose between the two parties. “ March w ith  the 
Communist Party, not w ith  the Socialist Party” , is 
the formula of this ultimatum. For our part, i f  i t  
is a question of party preference, we choose neither 
the C. P. nor the S. P. and follow  neither. I f  the 
May Day meetings are to be construed simply as 
meetings of different parties then the revolutionary 
workers supporting the Communist League would 
have no choice but to abstain from  both demonstra­
tions and to organize their own, however small i t  
m ight be.

But th is is not how the question presents itse lf 
to us. Quite the contrary. General po litica l meetings 
o f the parties can be conducted apart from  the dem­
onstration under the auspices of the respective parties 
— the Communist League, for example, w ill hold its  
own meeting in  the evening. But the demoratration 
and parade on May Day ought to represent a united 
front of a ll the parties and workers’ organizations in  
in  a single demonstration against war and fascism 
and1 fo r the immediate needs of the workers.

I t  is precisely the ina b ility  of the Stalinists even 
to comprehend the question in  th is sense, the ir shop­
keeper’s conception of the special interest of their 
own party apparatus and their fear of "competition” , 
that impelled them to organize the Union Square 
demonstration as a demonstration fo r the Commu­
nist Party. Their stubborn refusal to merge their 
party interest, fo r a single ocoasion on May Day of 
a il days, w ith  the general class interest condemns the 
demonstration to isolation as an a ffa ir of the C. P. 
and its  auxiliaries, despite a ll the crooked ballyhoo 
about “ un ity” and the “ united fron t” .

And by the same token this policy of the Stalinists 
and the whole line of conduct flowing from  it, not 
forgetting the Madison Square Garden affa ir,— this 
policy and conduct made i t  easy fo r the Socialist 
leaders, who are no more in  favor of an all-inclusive 
fighting united fron t than the Stalinists, to counter­
act the pressure of their own members fo r a single 
united demonstration.

TH E  STAND OF T H E  COMMUNIST LEAGUE

The fact that the Socialist leaders fe lt obliged 
to agree to jo in t action w ith  every other group and 
organization except the Stalinists, to give up the ir 
original demand that the May Day Labor Conference 
be labeled as “ Socialist and Labor” , the ir agreement 
that a ll the participating organizations be represented 
w ith  their banners a t the head of the parade as well 
as on the arrangements committee and on the speak­
ers’ platform — a ll th is is powerful testimony to the 
deep-rooted sentiments of the Socialist workers for 
a genuine united fron t.

The Communist League fought in  the conference 
and arrangements committee for an invita tion  to the 
Stalinists, but w ithout success. We also sent dele­
gates to the S talinist conference to propose tha t a 
direct approach be made to the May Day Labor Con­
ference for a single demonstration. Our proposal 
was rejected w ith  the usual barrage o f epithets and 
slander. Nevertheless, i t  can be asserted, so pressing

is the need fo r unity and so powerful the sentiment 
of the rank and file  workers fo r it, that i f  our pro­
posal had been adopted and carried out honestly and 
consistently i t  would have been extremely d ifficu lt, 
i f  not impossible, fo r the Socialist leaders to refuse.

We shall continue to fight fo r th is policy as we 
have fought consistently fo r i t  in  the past. For years, 
as a faction working fo r the reform of the C. IJ., we 
continuously advocated the adoption by the party of 
the policy of the united fron t in  the same sense that 
we present i t  today. The victory of fascism in  Ger­
many is d irectly due to the rejection by the S talinist 
leadership of the united fron t w ith  the Social Demo­
cracy and the reform ist trade unions which the Left 
Opposition insistently demanded. The weakness and 
disorganization of the working class movement in 
th is country, a fte r four and one-half years of the 
unprecedented crisis, is In large part also the result 
of the same fa ta l mistakes, systematically repeated.

Breaking w ith  the Comintern because of its  ob­
vious and irremediable bankruptcy, and taking the 
path toward new parties and the Fourth Internation­
al, the international Communists (form erly the Left 
Opposition) in  no way alter or modify the principles, 
strategy and tactics w ith  regard to the broad labor 
movement which they form erly proposed fo r the 
adoption of the o ffic ia l Communist Parties. The 
only difference is, that we carry out in  practice now, 
as a completely independent organization, the tactics 
which we previously recommended to the C. P. This 
is the meaning of our decision to participate in  the 
Madison Square demonstration and parade w ith  the 
Socialist Party, the trade unions and other political 
groups and tendencies.

TH E  ROAD TO T H E  U N ITE D  FRONT
The parade and demonstration organized by the 

May Day Labor Conference, lacking the inclusion of 
the S talinist organizations, is obviously not a com­
plete united fron t and should not be represented as 
such. But this is not reason to abstain from  partic i­
pation. A fte r a ll the divisions and demoralization 
it  is utopian to expect that the idea of the united 
front w ill take hold everywhere w ith  the same force 
and that i t  can be realized organizationally over­
night.

The building o f the united fron t of the workers 
is a process. This process Involves agitation fo r the 
idea, experiments in  cooperation and tests in action. 
Including a ll the tendencies of the more or less pro­
gressive section o f the labor movement, w ith  the 
single exception of the Stalinists and their satellites, 
the May Day Labor Conference represents a tremen­
dous step forward. From th is point of view i t  must 
be hailed and supported by the revolutionary workers. 
A t the same tim e efforts must be made to broaden 
out its  composition and extend i t  to other fields of 
activ ity  in  the class struggle.

Needless to say, our participation at Madison 
Square does not lq ip ly In any way the slightest re­
conciliation w ith  the Socialist Party. The united 
fron t o f action on concrete questions does not signify 
po litica l collaboration. No b lurring o f principle 
issues. No m ixing o f banners.

Our principle differences w ith  social reformism 
remain. We shall figh t them out to the end. Not by 
lies and slander, not by hooligan violence, but through 
argument and example we shall endeavor to convince 
the Socialist workers o f the necessity of a revolu­
tionary policy and leadership. In  intransigeant 
principled struggle against social reformism we shall 
work fo r the new party and the new international.

Meantime, now as always, we shall stand fo r the 
united fron t in  concrete struggles of the day w ith  
the Socialist workers through the medium of their 
chosen organizations.

— JAMES P. CANNON.

LENIN’S MAY DAY APPEAL TO THE RUSSIAN WORKERS
This May Day leaflet of the 

League for the Struggle for the 
Emancipation of the Workingclass 
was written by Comrade Lenin 
in prison in the year 1896, and 
was distributed among the Peters­
burg workers in  forty factories to 
the then tremendous amount of 
2,000 copies.

“In  preparing and distributing 
this leaflet we felt that we were 
accomplishing a great revolution­
ary act. A month and half later 
there developed the great strike 
of the spinners and weavers that 
began and grew precisely under 
the influence of the May Day leaf­
let and only waited for the occa­
sion to go forward in  more active 
form. This strike showed to us 
and to the whole world that our 
feelings had not betrayed us. The 
strike began precisely in  those 
places where accidently our leaf­
lets had been particularly well 
distributed.” B. Gorew-Goldmann. 
“Out of the P arty Past,”

COMRADES!
Let us consider our position very 

carefully— le t us examine the con­
ditions in  which we spend our lives.

What do we see? We work long 
and hard. We produce endless 
wealth, gold and1 apparel, satins and 
silks. From the depths o f the earth 
we extract iron and coal. iWe build 
machines, we outfit ships, we con­
struct railroads. A ll the wealth of 
the world is the product o f our 
hands, of our sweat and blood. And 
what kind of wages do we get 
fo r th is forced1 labor? I f  things 
were as they should1 be, we would be 
liv ing  in fine houses, we would wear 
good clothes, and would never have 
to suffer any need. But we know 
well enough that our wages never 
suffice fo r our liv ing. Our bosses 
push down wages, force us to work 
overtime, place unjust fines upon 
us— in  a word oppress us in  every 
way. And then when we give voice 
to our dissatisfaction, we are 
thrown into prison w ithout fu rther 
ado.

We have convinced ourselves only 
too often that a ll those to whom we 
turn  fo r help are the servants and 
the friends o f the bosses. They 
keep us workers in  darkness, they 
keep us ignorant so tha t we should 
not dare to fight fo r an improve­
ment of our conditions. They keep

us in slavery, they arrest and im ­
prison every one who shows any 
signs of resistance against the op­
pressors —  we are forbidden to 
struggle. Ignorance and slavery—  
these are the means thru which 
the capitalists and the government 
that serves them oppress us.

How can we then improve our 
conditions, raise our wages, shorten 
the working day, protect ourselves 
from  insults, w in fo r ourselves the 
opportunity o f reading good books? 
Everybody is against us— and the 
better off these gentlemen are, the 
worse off we are! We can expect 
nothng from  them, we can rely only 
upon ourselves. Our strength lies 
in  unity, our method is the united 
stubborn resistance against the 
bosses. Our masters realize of 
course in  what our strength lies and 
they try  in  every way to divide us 
and to hide the identity of inter­
ests of a ll workers.

But i t ’s a long road that has not 
turning— and even the best of pa­
tience comes, to an end. In  the past 
few years the Russian workers have 
shown the ir masters that the cow­
ardice of slaves has changed into

the courageous sturdiness of men, 
who refuse to submit to the greed 
of the capitalists. A  whole series 
of strikes haB swept thru various 
Russian cities. Most of these strikes 
ended successfully, especially in  
that they threw the bosses into 
terror and forced them into conces­
sions. They showed that we were 
no longer cowardly paupers but 
that we had taken up the struggle.

As is well known the workers of 
many shops and factories have or­
ganized the League for the Strug­
gle for the Emancipation of the 
Workingclass w ith  the aim o f ex­
posing and removing a ll abuses, of 
struggling against the shameful op­
pressions and swindles of our eon- 
sciousless exploiters. The League 
distributes leaflets at the sight of 
which the hearts o f the bosses and 
the ir servants, the police, tremble. 
They are not frightened by these 
leaflets— they are terrified a t the 
possibility of our united resistance, 
the sign o f our great power that 
we have already manifested more 
than once. We, Petersburg workers, 
members of the League, ca ll upon 
a ll the rest o f cur comrades to jo in

the League and co-operate in  the 
great task o f unifying the working 
class in  the struggle fo r the ir in ­
terests. I t ’s time that we Russian 
workers smashed the chains that 
the bosses and the government have 
placed upon us. I t  is tim e that we 
joined our fellow  workers o f other 
lands in  the struggle— under a 
common flag bearing the words: 
“ Workers of a ll countries, unite!”

In  France, England, Germany and 
other lands where the workers 
have already closed the ir ranks 
and won Important rights, the F irs t 
o f May Is a general holiday of a ll 
labor.

The workers leave the dark fac­
tories and parade the main streets 
in  well-ordered lines w ith  flags and 
music. They show their masters 
the ir power grown strong and jo in  
in  numerous crowded assemblies to 
listen to speeches in which the vic­
tories achieved over the bosses are 
recounted and the plans fo r future 
struggles are developed.

Because they are afraid of strikes 
no individual boss dare fine or 
punish the workers who are absent 
from  work on th is day. On th is day 
the workers also fling  the ir chief 
demand in  the teeth of the bosses: 
“ Eight-hour day.”  In  other coun­

tries the workers are already pro­
claim ing this. There was a time—  
and not so long ago— when they 
also didn’t  have the righ t we are 
deprived o f now, the righ t to give 
voice to our needs, when they were 
in  such slavery as we are in  now. 
But th ru  relentless struggle and 
heavy sacrifice they have won the 
rig h t to take up collectively the a f­
fa irs of labor. Let us wish our 
brothers that the ir struggle soon 
lead to the desired goal, to a society 
in  which there w ill be no masters 
and no slaves, no capitalists and no 
wage workers, but a ll w ill work 
together and a ll W ill enjoy the good 
things o f life  together.

Comrades, i f  we fight unitedly 
and together, then the time is not 
fa r off when we too w ill be in  a 
position openly to jo in  the common 
struggle o f the workers o f a ll lands, 
w ithout distinction o f race or creed, 
against the capitalists of the whole 
world. Our strong arm w ill rise and 
the chains of slavery w ill fa ll. The 
toilers of Russia w ill arise and ter­
ror w ill strike the hearts of the 
capitalists aM  of a ll other enemies 
of the workidgclass.

LEAGUE FOR T H E  STRUGGLE
FOR TH E  EM ANCIPATION OF
T H E  W ORKING CLASS. 

Petersburg, May 1« 1896

M ay Day
Im portant Notice!

League members and sympathi­
zers mobilize on May Day at 126 
East iisth Street at 11 A.M. sharp.

May Day, the workers’ holiday 
born in  the great struggle of 
1880, baptised in  the blood of the 
Haymarket m artyrs!

May Day has witnessed m ighty 
demonstrations of the marching 
hosts of labor throughout the 
world. I t  has witnessed the dark 
days of the World War and the 
miserable capitulation o f the 
Second International. I t  has seen 
the glorious days of the Russian 
Revolution when the workers, ris ­
ing in  their m ight, overthrew 
their oppressors and marched in  
triumphant processions through 
the streets which they had won.

Through b i t t e r  struggles, 
through defeats and victories, 
sometimes the few stalwarts of 
the vanguard, again the marching 
m illions, have proclaimed to the 
world on May F irs t the ir in ter­
national solidarity and the ir de­
term ination to be free.

The Record of the Past Year
Again we meet on May F irs t to 

look back on a year of defeat. 
Our comrades in  Germany lie  
prostrate under the bloody Fas­
cist heel. Our comrades in  Aus­
tria , who fought a heroic struggle 
stand defeated. In  a capitalist 
world, rotten to the core, long 
over-ready for its  grave diggers, 
we see Fascist bands, the scum 
of the nation, rising and striking 
down the powerful workingclass 
organizations one a fter another, 
and w ith  them every progressive 
institu tion  and every progressive 
thought.

Ita ly ! Germany! A ustria! And 
now the barbaric monster raises 
its  head everywhere throughout 
the w orld !

In  the face o f this danger we 
see the dominant parties of the 
working class, the Second and 
the Third Internationals, follow ­
ing in  one country after another 
the policies which lead to defeat. 
When the Nazis organized and 
armed themselves, and when the 
whole situation cried aloud fo r a 
united fron t o f a ll labor organ­
izations to crush the rising men­
ace, we saw on the one hand the 
S talinist German C. P. w ith  its  
insane policy, of the united fron t 
“ from below” and its  so-called 
theory of “ Social Fascism”  refus­
ing to make any effort fo r a un it­
ed fron t and disdainfully reject­
ing the feeble overtures made by 
sections of the Social Democracy. 
On the other hand the German 
Social Democracy, relying on the 
“ friends”  of capitalist democracy 
in  the enemy class, refused to 
take action o f any sort to arm 
and to prepare the workers who 
in the ir m ajority followed Social­
is t leadership.

Result of False Policies
The result of these policies was, 

as could have been and was again 
and1 again foretold, the victory 
of black reaction and, worse than 
that, the ignominous capitulation, 
w ithout any struggle, of the pow­
erfu l German labor movement. 
For th is defeat, for the tortures, 
hum iliations, exiles and death 
sentences heaped on the German 
working class, the treachery o f 
the Social Democracy and the 
crim inal blunderings of Stalinism 
bear the blame.

Refusing to learn by the b itte r 
experiences of Germany the lead­
ership of the Austrian Social 
Democracy followed the same 
treacherous and cowardly course, 
u n til the wrath of the aroused 
working class forced action. I t  
was then too late fo r a victorious 
battle. But to the everlasting 
credit of the Austrian proletar­
ia t, they went down fighting, 
fighting heroically, men and wo­
men side by side, and by their 
action awakened again the m il­
ita n t s p irit of the workers 
throughout the world.

The French Fascists in  the ir 
(Continued on Page 4)

M ay Day 
Mass Meeting

Madison Square and Union Square— W h y  Two 
M ay Day Demonstrations?

W ho  Is Responsible for the Division of Forces?

W hat Is the Road to the United Front?

IR V IN G  P L A Z A  H A L L
(GRAND BALLROOM)

15th St. and Irving Place 
Tuesday May 1st - 8p.m.

Speakers:

J.P. Cannon - A . Swabeck
Carl Cowl - Geo. Clarke - Reva Craine
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The " United Front"
“Mass Basis fo r Common Struggle 

Often Neglected in  Dealing w ith  
Individuals” . Thus runs the sub­
title  of an article dealing w ith  the 
United Froat tactic by H arry Yar- 
is (in  the D aily W orker). Very 
good! One would conclude from 
th is that the C. P. had drawn some 
lessons from their recent experi­
ences w ith  the Congress against 
War and in  the League against War 
and Fascism.

Therefore when Matthews, Hen­
son, Fox, Muste and other leaders 
of the League resigned one would 
ord inarily conclude that this new 
orientation would be the guiding 
principle in  re-organizing th e  
League.

“ United Front w ith  Individuals”
Yaris’s article  goes on to say: 

“ In  our efforts to set up some form  
of united struggles, a tendency has 
cropped up to form United Fronts 
w ith  certa in. individuals —  some 
very doubtful ‘le ft’ elements in  the 
trade unions and in the Socialist 
Party— thus substituting for the 
United Front w ith  masses of work­
ers, the United Front w ith  ind ivid­
uals, who in  many cases represented 
“generals” looking fo r armies. .

F urther:
“ The United Front consisted 

solely of certain conferences and 
meetings w ith  these individuals. 
I t  was never really brought down 
to the broad masses of workers in 
the form of united struggles. This 
is one reason why the organizations 
created by the conferences and the 
conferences themselves died so soon 
after b irth , i.e., Tom Mooney Coun­
cils of Action, American League 
Against War and Fascism as a na­
tional organization, the Cleveland 
Conference, etc. . . . We have very 
little  to gain through United Fronts 
w ith  individuals. I f  no practical 
struggles result, i f  the movement is 
not raised a t least one notch high­
er, then we have not moved fo r­
ward.”  (our emphasis)

“ New “ Generals" fo r Old
W ell, we thought, i f  the Party 

has not learnt anything from  our 
criticism  of the Anglo-Russian 
Committee and the Amsterdam Con­
gress they are at last beginning to 
learn from  the ir own b itte r exper­

iences here in  America.
But our hopes were short-lived. 

No sooner did one group of “ gen­
erals w ithout armies” step out than 
another group was named to re­
place them. The new "generals” 
are H arry F. Ward, commander of 
the Union Theological Seminary—  
a real mass organization of work­
ers— Robert Morss Lovett, profes­
sor at the University o f Chicago-; 
Lincoln Steffens, jou rna lis t; Rev. R. 
Lester Mondale of Evanston, 111; 
Prof. Colton E. W arne; Rabbi Gold­
stein and W inifred Chappell, secre­
tary of the Methodist Federation of 
Social Service. A  tru ly  notable 
leadership in  the struggle against 
JSVar and Fascism. Now we can 
really “ hope” that the struggle 
against Fascism w ill take on a mass 
character.

This is the new line of the Party. 
They have learnt nothing by the 
experiences . . . Germany . . . Aus­
tria  . . . Amsterdam Congress . . . 
Cleveland Conference, etc. Those 
“ lessons” referred to in  the D aily 
Worker article, were promptly “ fo r­
gotten” .

Playing the Fascist Game
By pursuing this kind of united 

fron t policy the party is playing 
righ t into the hands of the Fascists. 
Every day there are reports of new 
Fascist outbreaks throughout the 
world. W hile solemnly professing 
to believe in  a genuine “ united 
fron t” agreements from  above w ith  
every type of careerist, representing 
no mass organization, and to whom 
any kind o f m ilitan t mass action is 
anathema. This type of united 
fron t only paves the way fo r Fas­
cism.

In  New York recently, w ith in  the 
period of a year, the Fascists have 
managed to build a considerable 
mass follow ing w ithout any effec­
tive resistance. They are able to 
hold large mass meetings and' par­
ade through the streets to spread 
their vicious propaganda. A  un it­
ed fron t o f a ll labor groups is im ­
perative i f  the hydra-headed men­
ace of Fascism is to be crushed.

The time to do i t  is NOW— bo- 
fore i t  becomes too powerful and 
crushes us.

— W.

Payless Furlough for N. Y. Teachers
W ith the passage of the LaGuar- 

dia Economy B ill giving the mayor 
the righ t to furlough c ity employees 
w ithout pay fo r from  seven days to 
one month and accompanying b ill 
■“ —whose passage by the New York 
State Legislature is indicated—  
empowering the Board of Educa­
tion to furlough teachers in about 
the same proportion the teachers 
have lost a hard fight. In  effect the 
furlough is a wage cut and w ill 
further lower the teachers’ stand­
ards of living. I t  appears to be the 
strategy of the “economizers”  to 
institu te  the furloughs during the 
summer vacation when the teachers 
are dispersed and their organized 
resistance, consequently, w ill be at 
its  lowest ebb.

Second Wage Cut 
The payless furlough is the sec­

ond wage cut the New York C ity 
teachers have received. In  Decem­
ber, 1932 they got a cut of from 6 
to 10 percent through the efforts of 
W alker who was then mayor. A 
democratic adm inistration asked the 
teachers to make a “ small sacrifice”  
in  the interests of economy. When 
LaGuardia was campaigning fo r 
mayor in 1933 he made much of this 
point in  his attacks on Tamamny. 
Yet only a few days ago he crowned 
his firs t 100 days in  office, among 
other things, w ith  a pay cut fo r 
teachers— in the interests of eco­
nomy. I t  should be clear that there 
la  no essential difference between 
Walker and LaGuardia, Democrat­
ic, Republican or Fusion adminis­
trations and politicians. Behind 
Walker stood the bankers and the 
realty interests who cracked the 
economy whip. Behind the LaGuar­
dia mask the teachers w ill find, i f  
they look, the same capita list face 
carrying out the same capitalist 
program: protect profits at the ex­
pense of the standard of liv ing  of 
the masses, including the teachers.

Tlie Teachers’ Enemy 
The enemy the teachers face is 

the overlord of society, the W all 
Street banker, a powerful antagon­
ist. This does not mean, as many 
teachers seem to think, that the 
fight is hopeless. PAY CUTS CAN 
BE DEFEATED! And the attacks 
which are impending now can be
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beaten back. For that the teachers 
must fight. There are th irty-s ix  
thousand of them working in  the 
schools; fifteen thousand more are 
unemployed. United by a common 
purpose and animated by a sp irit 
of resistance against the ir attack­
ers, they can strike heavy blows in 
defense of their standard of liv ing  
and the institu tion  of public educa­
tion.

What is required firs t of a ll is a 
program of struggle and an organ­
ization corresponding to that pro­
gram— a trade union. In  view of 
the recent experience o f the teach­
ers the firs t plank o f th is program 
should be: no fa ith  in  the bourgeois 
politicians; the teachers can rely 
only on their own efforts and the 
support of the organized working 
class movement. The aim of such 
a program should be to put PRES­
SURE on the capita list state 
through mass meetings, demonstra­
tions, protests and united action 
w ith  the labor movement.

The Teachers’ Union
There is a union in  the field, the 

Teachers Union, Local 5 of the 
American Federation o f Teachers, 
a ffilia ted w ith  the A. F. of L. i t  is, 
as yet, a weak organization having 
only some 1900 members and is 
more of a lobbying organization 
than it  is a trade union. Its  pro­
gram is confined, in  the main, to 
deals w ith  bourgeois politicians in  
Albany to introduce support or op­
pose legislation favorable or un­
favorable to the teachers’ interests, 
as the case may be; maintaining a 
lobby in  Albany and issuing propa­
ganda to raise money fo r th is pur­
pose.

Nevertheless i t  is  a trade union 
in  fo rm ; most of the teachers a t 
work are eligible fo r membership 
in it  although the ten thousand un­
licensed and unemployed are barred', 
supervisors (foremen) are eligible, 
and the present membership con­
sists, in  its  greater part, of the 
higher salaried teachers. By and 
large i t  employs the practices of 
the conservative trade union move­
ment and has taken to its  bosom 
the methods of the A. F. o f L. bu­
reaucrats in  s tifling  democracy- in  
the union. A t a recent meeting the 
Executive Board recommended. the 
admission of fifty-five  new members 
but refused1 to divulge the ir names!

Reform the Union
W ithal the union has the possibil­

ity  more than any other o f the sev­
enty-five organizations in  the field 
o f becoming a mass organization 
w ith  a m ilitan t program. But fo r 
that several things are necessary; 
The methods and policies o f the 
present leadership must be scrapped. 
That means, in  the firs t instance, 
that masses o f teachers should be 
drawn into the union. A  beginning 
can be made by lowering..the dues. 
Hundreds who remain outside to­
day because of what they consider 
excessively high dues w ill jo in  the 
pnion tomorrow i f  the dues are low­
ered

Organize the unemployed! The 
capitalists and the Board o f Educa­
tion want to use them to lower the 
standards o f the employed.

Restore democracy in  thei union! 
The membership must have the 
rig h t to vote on and decide ques­
tions of policy 1 Put a stop to the 
red-baiting of the adm inistration of 
the union! Every teacher should 
have, the righ t to his own social, 
politicgl and economic views!

Organize mass demonstrations! 
Arouse the teachers!

These are the lessons of the wage 
cuts. This is the road on which to 
march to defeat the coming attacks.

— H . L .

GREETINGS
Pearl Friedman, Chicago 
Joseph Fischer, Chicago 
Helen Judd, Chicago 
Earl Hoffman, Chicago 
Picrino Arquilla, Palos Park, 111. 
V. D i Giacomo, Chicago 
G. Maris, Chicago 
Cesario Parisi, Chicago 
E. Spinelli, Chicago 
Ed. Lipensky, Chicago 
M. Mancini, Chicago 
2 Friends, Chicago 
John Castarra, Chicago 
A Friend, Chicago 
J. D. Rio, Chicago 
Mary Camera, Chicago 
Guido Galassi, Chicago 
Thomas Sabatini, Chicago 
Sam Mangiapelo, Chicago 
Alfonoso Ciavarotone, Chicago 
Giuseppe Porro, Chicago 
2 Friends, Chicago 
Joe Gorodetzer, Philadelphia 
S. Hardy, Philadelphia
L. L „ Philadelphia
M. G., Philadelphia 
H arry Allen, Philadelphia 
Max Kaufman. Chicago,
Mrs. Weiss, Chicago 
Cant, Chicago
Lepes, Chicago
N. Rubin, Chicago 
Clara Kaufman, Chicago 
Welk, Chicago
Mrs. S. Krupka, Pittsburg, Pa. 
Sam Verman, Pittsburg 
Mrs. J. Mchelson, Pittsburg 
A Friend, Pittsburg 
M. Basin, Pittsburg 
Dave, P ittsburg 
Nick Leperes, Pittsburg 
A  Friend, Pittsburg 
A lbert Wolfe, New Haven, Conn. 
Bernard Wolfe, New Haven 
A Teacher, New Haven 
Yale student, New Haven 
Samuel Gandelman, New Haven 
M orris, New Haven 
A Sympathizer, New Haven 
Another Sympathizer, New Haven 
An Architect, New Haven 
Gertrude Duell, New Haven 
Joe H arris, New York C ity 
Cora Duff, Kansas City, Mo. 
Jean R ail, Kansas City 
Fred Simmons, Kansas C ity 
Nell Tygart, Kansas C ity 
Chas. Warner, Kansas C ity 
Jefferson R ail, Kansas C ity 
Jenny M. Rail, Kansas C ity 
Otto Zulauf, Kansas City 
Theo. Croner, Kansas City 
A lfred Caplan, Kansas C ity 
S. H. Kassen, Kansas C ity 
A Comrade, Kansas C ity 
Fred Nesson, New York C ity

Compliments o f
CONSOLIDATED LUNCH BAR 

Third Ave. & 15th St.
New York C ity

COMPLIMENTS

of

Irving Plaza Hall

Irv ing  Plaza & 15th St. 

NEW YORK CITY

May Day Greetings 

SPARTACUS YOUTH CLUB 

Kansas City, Mo.

GREETINGS 

to the 

M ILITA N T

BAY RIDGE BRANCH,

BROOKLYN, N. Y.

GREETINGS 

to the 

M ILITA N T

PHILADELPHIA BRANCH

A FRIEND

Youngstown, Ohio

GREETINGS 

to the 

M ILITA N T

NEW CASTLE BRANCH 

New Castle, Pa.

May Day Greetings 

from the
Kansas City, Mo. Branch

May Day Greetings 

from
BUEHLER BOOK STORE 

Kansas City, Mo.

May Day Greetings 

BOSTON BRANCH 

Boston, Mass.

NORTH PHILADELPHIA  

SPARTACUS YOUTH CLUB 

Philadelphia, Pa.

G R E E T I N G S  

TO TH E  M IL IT A N T

YOUNGSTOWN BRANCH 

Youngstown, Ohio

May Day Greetings from 
INDEPENDENT  

WORKMEN’S CIRCLE, 
Branch 989 

Minneapolis, Minn.

Compliments of 

“REUBEN”

G R E E T I N G S
to

COMRADE L. D. TROTSKY,

and to the League of International Communists 
Forward to

THE FOURTH INTERNATIONAL 
and NEW COMMUNIST PARTIES

Pittsburgh Branch, Communist League

The Friends of the Militant Club
MARCH OF 

EVENTS

Chicago

Sends its hearty, comradely May Day Greetings 
to the entire International Proletarian Class.

May this traditional holiday awaken and in­
tensify the class consciousness of a ll workers, 
sharpen the revolutionary sp irit and unify all 
working elements into one whole under the 
banner of the new Fourth International fo r the 
attainment o f the final goal: a victorious Social 
Revolution all over the world.

, Japan’s Monroe Doctrine fo r Asia
The ruthless policy of Japanese 

m ilitarism  requires no documentary 
proof. During more than a gener­
ation the Japanese ruling class has 
made abundantly clear its  inflex­
ible aim of fixing the colonial yoke 
on the necks of the Chinese masses 
-—and to do this before the other 
im perialist robber powers gain too 
strong a foothold in  China. The 
notorious Twenty-one Demands 
made on China during the War and1 
the Tanaka Document merely set 
fo rth  the obvious, the unrestrained, 
cold-blooded bandit ambitious of 
Japanese m ilitarism .

Why then the startled reaction of 
the capitalist press when Amau, 
chief of the intelligence division of 
the foreign office, mouthpiece of 
H irota, formulates Japan’s Monroe 
Doctrine fo r Asia, w ith  its  warning 
that Japan w ill resist by force any 
encroachments by others on its  pre­
serves in  China ? The answer lies 
in the fact tha t capita list “peace” 
is merely a truce between wars fo r 
plunder that Amau’s b ru ta lly frank 
statement disturbs the present
truce and sets up the tremors that 
betoken the nearness of the next 
war.

• • • •

May Day Greetings
to

THE MILITANT,
the International Communists and our 
comrade Harold Robins and his fellow 
class-war prisoner comrade Gras, now in 
prison fo r their activities in behalf of the 
striking hotel and restaurant workers.

BRONX BRANCH, New York

Japanese Uncertainty
I t  has been clear fo r some time 

that the Japanese ru ling  class is 
divided in  counsel. Recognition of 
the U.S.S.R. by the U. S. gave pause 
to the shrewder sp irits among the 
m ilita rists who realized the suicidal 
nature o f a war against an alliance 
of two such formidable powers as 
the U. S. and the U.S.S.R. The 
perspective of immediate interven­
tion in  the Soviet Union slow ly fad 
ed and a change in  foreign policy 
resulted, the effort being made to 
woo America away from  the Soviet 
alliance. Simultaneously Japan has 
been seeking assurance from B ritish  
capitalism that England1 would 
“ balance” the U. S. in  case of war 
w ith  the Soviet Union. Does the 
present tu rn  signify that these as­
surances have been gained? Or is 
this merely the result of the pent- 
up emotions of those Japanese re­
actionaries who cannot await a 
more propitious moment fo r attack? 

* *  • *

May Day Greetings
to

THE MILITANT,
and a ll the International Communists on 
this historic day.

Forward to The Fourth International! 

from the

MINNEAPOLIS BRANCH OF THE 
COMMUNIST LEAGUE OF AMERICA

The Danger of W aiting
W aiting too is  a dangerous pol­

icy. I t  permits the Soviet Union 
to strengthen its  defenses. I t  gives 
the U. S. a chance, not merely to 
build a powerful navy, but to seek 
what has become essential to U. S. 
imperialism, a m ilita ry  base in  
China. The Japanese properly in ­
terpret the aid given Chiang Kai- 
shek by America in  the tra in ing of 
aviators, the selling of planes, the 
building of airports and communi­
cations, and the setting up of an 
airplane factory, as one step in  the 
direction of establishing a m ilita ry  
foothold on the Asiatic mainland.

W aiting means also the sharpen­
ing of the class struggle internally 
in  Japan. The intense struggle to 
m aintain her aims iu  foreign trade, 
so severely under attack by the 
jealous powers, involves the ever 
fiercer oppression of the Japanese 
masses of workers and peasants. 
The m ilita ris ts  are acutely aware 
of the volcano upon whose top they 
sit. The explosive internal forces, 
they delude themselves in to  believ­
ing, can be directed outwardly and 
dissipated. H istory w ill show how 
deluded they were.

*  *  *  *

Roosevelt and Nationalization

G R E E T I N G S

from the

MANHATTAN BRANCH, 

COMMUNIST LEAGUE OF AMERICA 

LOCAL NEW YORK

Roosevelt continues to attack the 
liv ing  standards of the workers to 
assure dividend and interest pay­
ments to the capitalists. Again, 
after a policy of temporizing and 
delay so as to du ll the edge of the 
railroad workers’ fighting sp irit, 
Roosevelt insists on m aintaining tho 
wage cut. He insists that he does 
not want nationalization of the 
railroads but w ill be forced to take 
steps towards rig id  control unless 
the railroad magnates reform the 
capital structure o f these public 
u tilities.

By such deception Roosevelt 
hopes to gain the sympathy of the 
middle and upper classes in  his 
fight against the railw ay workers. 
For there is not another field of 
capitalist “ enterprise”  that offers a 
clearer picture o f capita list plund­
ering and' looting o f public finances 
than the field of railroad transpor­
tation.

MAY DAY GREETINGS

to

THE M ILITANT

from the

TORONTO  COMRADES

Toronto. Canada

Roosevelt’s attitude towards na­
tionalization is that o f his class. 
He fears nothing so much as a real 
po litica l struggle supported by the 
masses and the middle classes, fo r 
nationalization of the railroads. 
The capitalists fear tha t this would 
be an entering wedge which m ight 
precipitate a real struggle fo r state 
socialism.

I t  was in  this sense that “R ail­
way Age” recently answered1 Jor­
dan o f the National Industria l Con­
ference Board when he predicted 
nationalization. The editors stated 
that the resistance to  state social­
ism would prevent nationalization 
o f the railways.

— JACK WEBER.
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L. D. Trotsky

W h at is the Meaning of 
Rakovsky’s Surrender?

Cuban Revolution

Stalinism Kneels to
American Imperialism

Rakovsky’s declaration making 
known his intention, in  view of the 
acute sharpening of international 
reaction, to submerge his differences 
w ith  the “ Party”  and to submit 
completely to “ discipline”  came to 
many as a bolt from  the blue. And 
no wonder! In  the course of the 
years o f his exile the old fighter 
was transformed from  a human 
figure to a symbol, not only fo r the 
I. L. O. but fo r wide strata of the 
working class in  general.

The average reader’s reaction to 
Rakovsky’s surrender is that i t  is 
a victory fo r the bureaucracy, or—  
I f  th is strata be given its  personal 
pseudonym—  a great victory fo r 
S ta lin ! True, Rakovsky did not 
declare his views false nor sing 
Byzantian paeans of praise to the 
bureaucratic leadership, but in  any 
case by his declaration he acknow­
ledged that in  the struggle against 
international reaction, cessation of 
the struggle against the S talinist 
bureaucracy is necessary. I f  from  
the purely individual point of view 
his declaration contains nothing 
of the revolting and shame­
fu l self-abasement and self-degrad­
ation which have become now indis­
pensable conditions fo r “ Bolshevist” 
party loyalty, i t  appears a t firs t 
glance a ll the more im portant from 
the po litica l point of view.

I t  would, however' be absolutely 
false to dwell only on the immedi­
ate impressions and purely psycho- 
logcal effects of events. I t  is the 
bounden duty o f every M arxist to 
appraise Rakovsky’s case not as a 
case in  itse lf but as a politica l 
symptom, that is, to  bring i t  in  re­
lation w ith  the deeper processes of 
development.

Center Shifted to West
Already more than ha lf a year 

ago, we wrote:
“The extremely d ifficu lt condi­

tions under which the Russian Bol- 
shevik-Leninists work exclude them 
from the possibility o f playing the 
leading role on the international 
scale. More than th is ; the Left 
Opposition group in  the U. S. S. R. 
can develop into a new party only 
as a result o f the successful forma­
tion and growth o f the new Interna­
tional. The revolutionary centre of 
gravity has shifted definitely to the 
West where the immediate possi­
b ilities of building parties are im ­
measurably greater” . (The Soviet 
Union and the Fourth Internation­
al, page 28).

These lines were no chance re­
mark but summed up rather the 
whole experience o f the last dec­
ade. The Russian Left Opposition 
which set itse lf the direct aim of 
reconstituting the Bolshevik party 
and of shunting its  policy back on 
the ra ils o f the international revo­
lution, succumbed in  the struggle. 
One may suffer a defeat because 
one pursues a fundamentally false 
policy. But also w ith  a correct 
policy one may fa ll victim  to an 
unfavorable relation of forces. En­
gels repeatedly pointed out that a 
revolutionary party which suffers a 
decisive historic defeat is inevitably 
reduced to nought organizationally. 
A t firs t glance i t  would seem that 
the fate o f the Bolshevik party 
which, despite the defeat o f, 1905, 
twelve years la ter achieved the 
greatest revolutionary victory in 
world history contradicts this. But 
on closer scrutiny th is example only 
strengthens Engel’s statement. As 
a mass organization the Bolshevik 
party disappeared from  the scene 
during the years 1907-1911. There 
remained only a few scattered, fo r 
the most part vacillating cadres, 
there remained a trad ition, there 
remained above a ll the emigrant 
staff w ith  Lenin a t the head. The 
rising tide of 1912-1914 brought a 
new revolutionary generation to its  
feet, roused a part of the old Bol­
sheviks out o f the ir lethargy and1 
thus created a nOw party organiza­
tion, which was historically— but 
in  no way organizationally— the 
continuator of the old Bolshevik 
party. This example by no means 
exhausts the question w ith  which 
we are concerned but offers certain 
points o f support fo r its  understand­
ing.
The Struggle fo r Industria lization

The Left Opposition began w ith  
the struggle fo r the industria liza­
tion  and agrarian collectivization 
o f the Soviet Union. This fight i t  
won in  a certain sense— namely in 
that, beginning w ith  1928, the whole 
policy o f the Soviet government 
represents a bureaucratically dis­
torted application of the principles 
o f the Le ft Opposition. W ithout 
th is the Soviet Union would not be 
in  existence any longer. But the 
economic questions of the U.S.S.R. 
formed only one part, and a subor­
dinate one a t that o f our program 
whose center o f gravity rested in  
the sphere o f international revolu­
tion. And in  th is sphere we have 
during the last eleven years, togeth­
er w ith  the whole world proletar­
ia t, suffered nothing but defeats: in
1923 in  Bulgaria and Germany, in
1924 in  Esthonia, 1925-27 in  China, 
1926 in  England and Poland, 1928-32 
the progressive bureaucratic degen­
eration o f the Comintern, 1933 the

Nazi victory in  Germany, 1934 the 
Austrian catastrophe. In  a ll these 
events and processes the analyses 
and prognoses of the Le ft Opposi­
tion have been strik ing ly although 
unfortunately negatively confirmed. 
One may read' carefully fo r in ­
stance the two novels of the French 
w rite r M alraux: “ Les Conquerants” 
and “ La Condition Humaine” . W ith­
out fu lly  realizing the political in ­
terrelations and consequences, the 
author presents here an annih ila t­
ing indictment against the Comin­
tern’s policy in  China and strength­
ens in  a most strik ing  manner thru 
his images and figures a ll that the 
Left Opposition had already la id  
down in its  theses and form ula be­
fore the events themselves. No 
one can dispute these invaluable 
theoretical triumphs of the M arx­
ian method! But jus t so in  the 
year 1905 not the Marxian method 
but the Bolshevik party was de­
feated. Later, after a period of 
years the methods proved victor­
iously correct. R ight a fter the de­
feat, however, 99% of the cadres—  
including the members of the Cen­
tra l Committee—  quit the party, 
turned into peaceful citizens, some­
times even into Philistines.

Defeats of the Proletariat
I t  is not by chance that national 

reaction triumphed in  the U.S.S.R. 
on the basis of the social achieve­
ments of the proletarian revolution. 
The proletariat of the West and 
the oppressed peoples of the East 
exhibit nothing but defeats. Instead 
of the dictatorship of the proletar­
ia t the dictatorship of fascism 
spreads. Irrespective o f what the 
reasons for th is may be, since the 
Revolution itse lf proved inadequate, 
the idea of the international revo­
lution was bound to suffer discred­
it. The Le ft Opposition above a ll, 
as the representative of the p rin ­
ciples of the International Revolu­
tion, experienced a loss of confi­
dence in  the eyes o f the to iling  
masses of the Soviet Union. This 
is the real reason fo r the growth of 
the autocratic rule of the bureau­
cratic apparatus in  the Soviet Un­
ion and of its  national-conservative 
degeneration.

Every Russian worker feels now 
tool w ith  his whole heart his soli­
darity w ith  the proletariat of the 
rest of the world and hopes that 
it  be fina lly victorious, but the in ­
ternational revolution as| a practi-

The key to many of the policies 
o f American imperialism, both in  
relation to Latin  America and1 to 
Japan, may be found in  the follow ­
ing facts and figures, the la tter 
taken from a Panama newspaper.

A veritable flood of goods from 
Japan is reaching the Latin  Ameri­
can market which, fo r the last 15 
years, has been considered reserved 
fo r the U. S. W hile the amount of 
goods bearing the tale “ Made in 
U. S. A.”  is dim inishing, the goods 
bearing the words “ Made in  Japan” 
are increasing in number, relative­
ly  to the amount of imports from 
other countries and absolutely in 
relation to the figures of each pre­
ceding years.

S ilks; cambrics; food-stuffs; pa­
per goods; articles of porcelain, 
crockery, glassware, and china; 
drug, medical and to ile t articles, 
leather goods; bamboo; canvas 
shoes; rubber artic les; toys; cello- 
loid— these are the chief articles 
of import.

Japanese Exports
The value of the imports from  

Japan to Paraguay in pesos de oro:
1924 .............................  140,231
1925 .............................  223,678
1926 .............................  242,073
1927 . 276,944
1928 .............................  308,597
To Peru, in  Japanese yen:
1928 ...........................  1,758,651
1929 ...........................  2,601,545
1930 ...........................  2,234,774
1931 ...........................  729,205
1932 ...........................  840,574
1933 ...........................  1,857,807

(firs t six months only)
In  Panama, where three years 

ago Japanese goods were unknown, 
they now hold second place. The 
figures given are in  Panamanian 
dollars, and fo r the months cited 
only.

Before May, 1931, there was a 
monthly im port of less than $15,000.

May, 1931 ....................$ 29,180
Nov., 1931 ......................  40,308
July, 1933 ......................  94,025
Aug., 1933 .....................  109,745

Tendency Alarms U. S.
These are but examples of a gen­

eral to/kiH'Cy that is causing, to 
say the least, a great deal o f an­
xiety in the U. S. These figures are 
not large, but the fact that Japan’s 
exports to the Latin American 
markers can gain, as in  Brazil, 
where fo r the firs t ha lf of 1933, the 
Increase was 113%, to Cuba, 
a re lative ly changing position, a

cal factor has gradually disap­
peared from the field of vision of 
the Russian masses. They pin their 
hopes on the economic successes of 
the Soviet Union, they discuss pas­
sionately the problems of food and 
shelter, they grow optim istic on the 
basis of a good crop— but what 
concern^ the international working 
class movement has become the pro­
fession o f Manuilsky-Kuusinen-Los- 
ovsky, whom no one in  the country 
takes seriously.

The Example of K irov 
As to the sp iritua l make-up of 

the ru ling  upper crust of the Soviet 
Union, one example is highly illu ­
m inating —  how K irov expressed 
himself at the last party congress. 
“How beautiful i t  is to live now it  
is almost impossible to express” . 
K irov is no chance figure, he is a 
member o f the po litica l bureau and 
the po litica l governor general of 
Leningrad: he occupies that post 
w ith in  the party which Zinoviev 
held at the pinacle of his inliuence. 
That K irov rejoices over the tech­
nical successes and the m itigation 
of the food scarcity is quite under­
standable. There is not an honest 
worker in  the whole world who 
does not rejoice over this. The 
frig h tfu l part of i t  consists in  that 
K irov sees only these national par­
tia l successes but leaves out of sight 
the whole field of the international 
workers’ movement. M ilita ry  dic­
tatorship rules in  neighboring Po­
land, blackest reaction in  a ll other 
neighboring states. Moscow is 
forced to preserve “ friendship” 
w ith  Mussolini and the Ita lia n  pro­
le ta ria t remains a fter twelve years 
of fascism s till completely power­
less and dispersed. The Chinese 
revolution was wrecked; Japan 
rules in  M anchuria; the Soviet Un­
ion sees itse lf forced to deliver to 
Japan the Chinese Eastern Railway, 
the most im portant strategic instru­
ment o f the revolution in  the East. 
In  Germany the Nazis have scored 
a victory w ithout a fight and no 
bureaucratic cheat or trickster w ill 
dare any longer to pass this victory 
off fo r the “acceleration” o f the 
proletarian revolution. In  Austria 
the chained and bleeding proletar­
ia t lies prostrate on the ground. 
The Comintern is compromised, be­
yond redemption, i t  has become a 
brake on the revolution. Despite 
its  crimes the social democracy be­
comes anew the strongest party of

173%, and to Peru, where the in ­
crease was 322%, is symptomatic of 
process that in  the fina l analysis 
can only be changed by im perialist 
war.

In  th is time of crisis every shred, 
scrap and crumb of foreign market 
assumes a great importance. A 
teaspoonful o f water to a man dy­
ing o f th irs t is much more, impor­
tant than a well of water in  a re­
gion where there is plenty. These 
two facts— of Japan’s increasing 
foreign trade in  Latin  America and 
the great demand fo r every dollar’s 
worth of market by the U. S.-— 
must be taken careful account of 
when reading the reports of in ter­
national conferences.
U. S. Exports to South America
Part of the meaning behind the 

Pan-American congresses, treaties, 
etc., can be found in  these figures 
of U. S. exports to South America. 
These figures are taken from  the 
World Year Book:

1928 ........................ $480,814,000
1929 ........................ 539,309,000
1930 ........................ 337,508,000
1931 ........................ 158,691,000
1932 ........................ 97,132,000
These figures fo r 1932 are less 

than 20% of those for 1929. The 
same process is a t work on a world 
scale as the follow ing figures fo r 
the world export o f the U. S. show:

1928 .....................$5,128,356,000
1929 ....................  5,240,995,000
1930 ....................  3,843,181,000
1931 .....................  2,424,289,000
1932 ....................  1,611,016,000

Do the Figures Spell War?
Japanese exports in  these years 

decreased also, but nowhere near 
the degree o f the other powers.

In  Yen
1928 ....................  1,971,955,000
1929 ....................  2,148,618,000
1930 ....................  1,469,852,000
1931 ....................  1,146,981,000
1932 ....................  1,409,992,000
W hile in  1932 U. S. exports 

dropped to 31% of the 1929 figures, 
Japanese exports only dropped, at 
the end of the year 1932, to 67%.

Does this inequality mean w ar in 
which the American and Japanese 
wage slaves w ill, among other 
things, fight to determine whether 
Japanese or North American goods 
shall be found in  the bazaars of 
India, the fa irs  of South America i 
and the market places generally of 
the world?

— C. C.

the working class and in  a ll “ demo­
cratic” countries prepares the way 
for Fascist slavery. In  France 
Thaelman’s policy is being carried 
on by Thorez. While in  Germany 
the elite of the proletariat languish­
es in  concentration camps and pris­
ons, the Comintern bureaucracy 
works indistinguishably as though 
an accomplice) of the social demo­
cracy, to make the whole of Europe, 
yes, and the whole world, into one 
fascist concentration camp. And 
K irov, a member of the leading 
body* of the firs t workers’ state in 
the world, admits that he lacks 
words to express the joy  of living 
today. Can this be simple stupid­
ity? No, the man is not stupid; 
moreover he gives expression not 
only to his own feelings. H is 
winged word is repeated and 
praised hy the entire Soviet press. 
Speakers and listeners alike simply 
forget the whole w orld : they act, 
think, feel only Russian and even 
in  this frame only bureaucratically.

Effects of Isolation
The capitulation statements of 

Sosnovski and Preobrajenski reflect 
the same sp irit. They close their 
eyes to the world proletariat. That 
alone makes i t  possible fo r them to 
reconcile themselves to the national 
perspectives of the Soviet bureau­
cracy. And if  they seek reconcil­
iation, they need i t  because they 
see no point of support, no lever, 
no great historic possibility in  the 
storms of proletarian catastrophies 
in  the West, follow ing one on the 
heels of the other.

A fter H itle r’s victory which 
brought the pre-history of the 
Fourth International ( “Left Oppo­
sition” ) to an end, i t  was not easy 
for us in  Germany as w ell as in  
Europe in  general— that is the law 
of inertia  that rules in  aU fields—  
to realize that now we must build 
new proletarian parties in  relent­
less struggle w ith  the old. Had we 
however not taken this road in  time 
the Le ft Opposition would not only 
not have emerged from  its  pre-his­
tory into its  own history proper but 
would have disappeared from  the 
political scene altogether. How 
much more d ifficu lt, however, i t  is 
for the old cadres of the Left Op­
position in  the U.S.S.R., dispersed' 
isolated, disorientated, or what is 
worse, systematically misinformed, 
to embark on the new road. Rako­
vsky is a great, revolutionary tem­
perament, a personality, a lucid 
mind'. But no one should be deified. 
Rakovsky too is only a man and, 
having been fo r years separated 
from  the great h istoric perspectives 
which inspire the cadres of the 
Fourth International, the “human” 
in  him won the upperhand. By this 
we do not at a ll mean to ju s tify  
Rakovsky. For fighters to explain 
does not mean to forgive, i t  means 
only to strengthen one’s revolution­
ary certainty.

The “ Gleichshalting”  (co-ordina­
tion) proceeded downwards fo r 
years from revolutionary interna­
tionalism  to national reformism, 
from  Lenin to K irov. Thus the 
victory over Rakovsky is only the 
most glaring symptom of the de­
gradation and wreckage of Marx­
ism in  the country which became a 
workers’ state due to Marxism. A 
remarkable dialectic, a b itte r dialec­
tic, but i t  is actually here and can­
not be evaded by mental acrobatics.

H itle r Aided Stalin
Rakovsky’s declaration is the ex­

pression o f a subjective impasse 
and of pessimism. W ithout exag­
erating by a hair’s breadth we can 
say that Stalin got Rakovsky w ith  
the aid of H itle r. That means, how­
ever, that Rakovsky’s road leads to 
a political nowhere. H is example 
can carry away a dozen or more 
young comrades. In  the scope of 
the international politics of the 
proletariat i t  w ill change nothing. 
In  Rakovsky we mourn a lost poli­
tica l friend. We do not feel our­
selves weakened by his elim ination 
from the struggle, since i t  streng­
thens, although tragically from  the 
personal point of view but politic­
a lly unshakeably, our fundamental 
principles. As a revolutionary fac­
tor the Comintern is dead. From 
the Moscow leadership the world 
proletariat can expect only obstruc­
tions, d ifficulties and sabotage. The 
situation is d ifficu lt to an unheard 
of degree but by no means hopeless 
since our d ifficulties are only the 
difficulties o f world capitalism 
transformed through both bureau­
cracies. Two processes run along­
side of each other, into and through 
each other: on the one hand the de­
composition o f the old structure, 
the renunciation of old beliefs, cap­
itulations before H itle r and, as a 
shadow thereof, capitulations before 
S ta lin ; on the other hand, however, 
the awakening of criticism , a fev­
erish search fo r the broad revolu­
tionary road, the gathering of the 
cadres of the Fourth International.

L ight W ill Comd From West
The Leninist current in  the Sov­

ie t Union can from  now on only be- 
revived by great revolutionary suc­
cesses in  the West. Those Russian 
Bolsheviks who remain true to our 
cause under the unheard o f pressure 
of national reaction— and there are 
more of them than we suspect— w ill 
be recompensed by the further 
course of development. But now 
the lig h t w ill come not from  the 
East but from the West. Even the 
shamelessly betrayed Chinese revo­
lution waits for a new impulse on 
the part o f the world p ro le ta ria t

Editor’s Note— The follow ing 
article  on the shameful role of 
Stalinism in the Cuban revolu­
tion was w ritten  especially fo r 
the M ilita n t by comrade M. Gar­
cia V illareal, one o f the leaders 
of the Bolshevik-Leninist Party 
o f Cuba, section o f the Interna­
tional Communist! League.)

•  •  *  *

The present stage in  the develop­
ment of the Cuban revolution is 
marked on the one hand1 by a grad­
ual regression toward plans of de­
fensive struggles, and on the other 
by an accentuation o f the acute 
contradictions o f the existing poli­
tica l and social regime. Following 
the great struggles carried out by 
the working class from September 
to December 1933, the ascending 
conjuncture of the revolution has 
ceased, to make way fo r an offen­
sive o f the old ru ling  classes, under 
the pressure and control of Yankee 
diplomacy.

The governmental crisis of the 
early morning of January 18th, 
when president Grau San M artin 
was forced to resign by the “peace­
fu l uprising” o f the army, did not 
in  any sense signify a simple p o liti­
cal-m inisterial crisis, but rather 
the tragic passage from  the offen­
sive to the defensive. Once more 
the working class had been defeat­
ed by its  class adversaries. Upon 
fleeing from  the po litica l power 
which i t  had held during four 
months, the petty bourgeoisie, by 
logic o f the historic process, should 
have stepped aside under pressure 
of the only progressive class in 
modern society: the proletariat. 
The fa ll of Grau San M artin should 
have signified the victory of the 
working class. But, fa r from  this, 
i t  came to mean a return to the 
domination o f the old politica l fac­
tions, and to im perialist rule in  
Cuba.

Reasons fo r the) Defeat
Why is i t  that the Cuban revolu­

tion, objectively mature, did not de­
velop forward, breaking the resist­
ance of the reactionary nuclei, and,

The New York Times o f A p ril 16 
in  an editoria l has a few good 
words to say fo r the students who 
demonstrated against war in  the 
schools of the country last week. 
“There was an unquestionably sin­
cere and admirable feeling shown 
in protesting against war as a cruel 
and useless resort. . . .”  But was 
not, i t  asks, the display o f praise­
worthy emotion misdirected? Where­
upon sound advice is  administered 
to the bewildered student youth. 
“What these young men ought to 
do,”  i t  says, “ is to pass on from 
their detestation of war to hearty 
support o f every international ag­
ency designed to prevent it .”  This 
is followed by the very practical 
proposal that the young men should 
devote the ir energies to  getting the 
United States to jo in  the League of 
Nations and adhere to the World 
Court.

Bankruptcy o f “Peace”  Agencies
Unfortunately the Times selects 

an inopportune moment to direct 
the eyes of misguided students to­
ward international agencies fo r 
peace. R ight now the bankruptcy 
of a ll so-called international efforts 
fo r peace have become so transpar­
ent that even the journalists o f the 
capitalist press are compelled to 
speak out openly about it.

In  the columns of the N. Y. 
Times, jus t one day p rio r to the 
editoria l mentioned, a London cor­
respondent w rites: “ Fourteen years 
of effort in  behalf of the League 
of Nations has come to naught so 
fa r as disarmament is concerned” . 
In  the Herald Tribune o f A p ril 15 
we read: “The disarmament bub­
ble— the pretense maintained con­
vincingly since 1919, that the heav­
ily  armed powers would some day 
consent to reduce the ir armaments 
— was semi-publicly exploded last 
week, and the very word ‘disarma­
ment’ may as w ell be dropped. The 
question now, as the Geneva con­
ference on Tuesday recognized, is 
whether even a convention lim iting  
future arms increases can be agreed 
upon when the fu ll conference meets 
May 23” . (our emphasis— G.R.)

Thus the disarmament comedy is 
drawing to a close. The im perial­
is t powers are now engaged in  the

We have nb time to weep long 
over lost friend's— be i t  even com­
rades of th irty  years of struggle. 
Let every Bolshevik say to h im self: 
“A  sixty year old fighter w ith ex­
perience and prestige le ft our ranks. 
In  his place I  must w in three twen­
ty-year old ones and the gap w ill 
be filled” . Among the twenty-year 
old ones new Rakovskys w ill be 
found, who w ith  us or after us, w ill 
carry forward our work.

— L. TROTSKY.
March 31 1934

once the possibilities of paralyzing 
the functioning of the state were 
at hand, to a complete dismounting 
of the repressive apparatus o f the 
bourgeoisie?

No workers’ party has ever had 
a greater historical responsibility 
than that which fa lls  directly on 
the S talin ist bureaucracy of the 
Carribean secretariat, and of the 
Communist Party of Cuba. Not only 
in  a h istorica l sense, but also in 
the daily and immediate applica­
tion of revolutionary policy, Cuban 
Stalinism has been converted into 
the most negative factor w ith in  the 
process of the revolutionary devel­
opments. The whole blame fo r the 
proletarian defeat, fa lls  on the 
shoulders of Stalinism, w ithout any 
lim itations. Its  present cowardice 
before problems that demand ener­
getic and decisive action, consti­
tutes the last requiem to its  exist­
ence as a vanguard1 party of the 
great exploited masses.

The labor movement of Cuba, 
considerably backward in  its  poli­
tica l conceptions, grew in  a serious 
progressive manner, from  the time 
of the fa ll of Machado’s infamous 
dictatorship. Reformism offered no 
obstacle to the revolutionary devel­
opment of the masses, because of 
the lack of a politica l and organic 
trad ition  and because the soil of 
Cuba is unfavorable to i t  due to the 
sharpness of the economic contra­
dictions. W ith in  the labor move­
ment, two parties alone, struggled 
fo r supremacy: Stalinism, w ith  its  
international resources, and the 
Bolshevik-Leninists, organizational­
ly small but ideologically sound.

Road to Emancipation Opened
The impetus of thei masses who, 

fo r the firs t time in  history, found 
the road to the ir emancipation open 
before them, was turned loose in 
the most impressive wave of strikes 
and combats the country had ever 
seen. The proletariat passing from 
victory to victory, was taking the 
offensive along the whole . fro n t; 
building its  cadres; creating its  
own m ilitia ; preparing the assault

greatest armament race since the 
World War. I t  is no longer a ques­
tion o f disarmament but efforts of 
the riva l countries to restrain each 
other in  the mad feverish marathon. 
The statesmen know the hour of 
war is nearer than ever. The N. Y. 
Times w rite r in  the same article 
says: “ The governments o f neigh­
boring powers may solemnly pro­
claim at every opportunity that war 
is furthest from  the ir thoughts, but 
their general staffs proceed upon 
the assumption that i t  is an immi­
nent possibility” .

The international agencies fo r 
peace are as useful in  preventing 
war as were the ir pre-1914 proto­
types in  preventing the World War. 
What did the Hague conventions of 
1899 and 1907 providing fo r the 
pacific settlement o f international 
disputes mean on the days of Au­
gust 1914? The answer is equal 
to zero.

Such institutions as the Carnegie 
Endowment fo r International Peace 
and the Foreign Policy Association 
in  recent reports u tte r doleful notes 
about the agencies fo r preserving 
peace. Every foot of the earth is 
covered by one peace pact or an­
other, they inform  us. However all 
these mutual pledges are not work­
ing satisfactorily. D r. James Brown 
Scott of the Carnegie endownment 
questions the good fa ith  of the 
powers who signed the treaties. He 
has a suspicion the signatories have 
no intention of observing the pledg­
es. How else, he asks, can i t  be 
possible fo r nations to negotiate and 
sign one treaty guaranteeing world 
peace, then violate it, and then sign 
another identical treaty?

Peace Pacts— and Wars
There is a contradiction between 

what is signed and what is done, 
the Carnegie report shows:

The Kellogg-Briand p a c t  re­
nounced war. B ut there has been 
no reduction in land armaments.

A ll the nations o f the Western 
Hemisphere signed anti-war pacts. 
But Paraguay and Bolivia have 
been at war fo r the last two years.

The nine power treaty signed at 
Washington in  1922 guaranteed the 
in tegrity o f China. But Japan in ­
vaded China in  1931 and has re­
mained there since.

I f  the student or anyone else does 
not relish the prospect of being 
slaughtered in  another capitalist 
war, he had better reject the advice 
o f the New York Times. Instead 
let him turn  his eyes toward the 
working class movement, and par­
ticu la rly  toward the revolutionary 
section of the working class. For 
only in  the destruction o f capital­
ism, the cause and breeder o f wars, 
and the victory o f the workers, lies 
the certainty of the disappearance 
o f war. — G.B.

on politica l power. I f  a correct 
policy had been utilized; i f  our ma­
te ria l resources had not been bo 
lim ited1, i t  would not be in fan tile  
to a ffirm  clearly, that the working 
class would at this moment, be wag­
ing the prelim inary combats fo r the 
conquest of power.

But, having grown and fo rtified  
its influence, Stalinism, by its  nar­
row political outlook, isolated the 
workng class, pushing i t  onto the 
road of adventures; violent zig­
zags ; abrupt withdrawals. Far 
from understanding the rhythm  of 
the development of the revolution, 
it  classed the petty bourgeois gov­
ernment of San M artin as a “ bour­
geois-feudal government, lackey of 
Imperialism” . Such a gross theory 
had a practical application to 
match. A ll efforts were directed 
towards the overthrow of the Grau 
government, in benefit, not of the 
working class, but of im perialist 
reaction which was once more pre­
paring its  return to power over the 
state apparatus.

Confusing the Masses
W ithout distinguishing essential 

or purely form al po litical d iffe r­
ences, i t  confused a ll of its  adver­
saries in  one solid mass. Internal 
discords among the class enemies, 
instead of being utilized in  the in ­
terests of the workers, were con­
sidered unimportant by Stalinism. 
The Leninist insurrectionary form ­
ula “ to confuse the dominating 
classes” was interpreted by the fun- 
tionaries of o ffic ia l Stalinism in  a 
most peculiar manner: “ To confuse 
the dominated classes” . Thus when 
the proletariat found itse lf forced 
to fight, i t  was already too la te : fo r 
Carlos Mendieta had been raised to 
government power on the athletio 
shoulders of the American marines.

H istorically, the coming to power 
of Mendieta is a defeat fo r the pro­
letaria t. Only by preparing the de­
fensive energetically and conscious­
ly, reaching out to a ll of the mass 
organizations fo r the creation o f 
the united fro n t; building the fight­
ing equipment of the proletariat 
which w ill guard the retreat and 
prepare tomorrow’s offensive, is i t  
possible to check the disintegration 
of the workers’ ranks which are 
fa lling  back under the blows of re­
action.

A Treasonable Capitulation
But Stalinism does not under­

stand this question either. Stunned 
by unbridled reaction— the road to 
which Stalinism prepared in  a crim ­
ina l manner— , i t  has done nothing 
but yield cynically and openly be­
fore the dictates of the plutocracy. 
Its  last resolutions, emanating from  
the bureaucratic and “ chantagist”  
Carribean Secretariat, complete it*  
infamous treason; Stalinism has or­
dered that in  case of a revolution 
the property of the im perialist feu­
dal holdings are to be respected, be­
cause imperialism is an “ in fin ite ly 
superior enemy” .

This shameful capitulation has 
not even caused the most simple 
party m ilitan t to blush. The cor­
ruption of the C. C. of Cuba, has 
already reached such a state that 
not only is a resurgence impossible, 
but not even a protest can be hoped 
for. The Litvinoff-Iioosevelt pact, 
denounced' in  time by the Interna­
tional Communists, has already 
borne its  most delicate fru it:  re­
spect fo r the domination o f Yankee 
tiannee capital.

This prostration of the S talin ist 
functionaries a t the feet of imper­
ialism  w ill go down as the most 
open and cynical betrayal, made by 
the Communist International in  the 
last ten years.
New Revolutionary Explosion Im - 

Impending
Today the Cuban revolution re­

treats before the onslaught of the 
opponent and the demoralization o f 
the proletariat sold out by its  bu­
reaucratic leadership, in  the near 
future however, a new revolutionary 
explosion, which w ill penetrate deep­
ly into the popular masses of the 
nation, is inevitable. I t  is necessary 
to organize in  the midst of the strug­
gle a capable po litica l leadership in  
order to lead the next assault on the 
enemy positions. I f  this leadership 
fails, i f  i t  is unable to mold itse lf in  
the course of the present battles, 
then the revolution w ill recede fo r a 
long time to come.

But the abnegation, vigor and ten­
acity demonstrated by the Bolshevik- 
Leninists in  the recent months; the ir 
whole-hearted consecration to the 
proletarian cause, make i t  possible 
to predict that we shaU be able w ith  
the aid, especially, o f the proletariat 
of North and South America, to 
guide the broad Cuban masses, cor­
rectly and surely, towards the con­
quest of po litica l power.

The coming upturn must find the 
Cuban proletariat in  condition to 
fight and win, because leadership 
is tempered in  struggle and each 
day finds i t  better prepared. The 
new workers’ party, the Bolshevik 
Leninist Party, is a guarantee o f 
victory.

— M. GARCIA V ILLAR EA L.
Havana, A p ril 12, 1934

A m erica vs Japan in

L atin  A m erica

The Collapse o f the 

Disarm am ent Bubble
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Cleveland Convention of the C.P. Stalinist Hoodlums A tta c k  
Shachtman L. A .  M eeting

REVIEWING 
THE NEWS

Statesmen at Albany
Senator McNaboe and President 

of tbe Senate Dunnigan were de­
bating.

Said Mr. McNaboe, “He (Dunni- 
gan) went to C ity H a ll and told 
that honest man of sterling char­
acter, John Curry, ‘John I  am w ith  
you against the world,’ and then 
went out and worked fo r the lte - 
covery Party. He has been a dou- 
ble-crosser ever since I  knew him ” .

And Dunnigan came| back w ith : 
“ I  feel sorry for McNaboe, he is a 
mental case. He went to the Re- 
covery Party and ottered to sell out 
Tammany H a ll but they turned him 
down. They thought he would act 
as a spy” .
Moronic shysters, like this pair, are 
to “ investigate”  the “ Power Trust” 
and its  purchasing of votes a t A l­
bany! What an investigation that 
w ill be!

. . . .
Tammany Gang Chief Dropped
“ There are no charges against 

me. No one can say I have not been 
an honest man” , complained John 
Curry, Tammany chief, as the sach­
ems and other warriors sharpened 
the ir tomahawks fo r his scalp. “ We 
a ll like and respect you” , said one 
of the d is tric t leaders. “ John, every 
man here holds you in  the highest 
esteem and are for you 100% so­
c ia lly ” , said another, holding the 
scalp of chief John in  his hand. “1 
can’t vote against Curry, he’s been 
so good to me” , sobbed a female 
sachem.

When the voting was over and 
Curry was out, he made a few re­
marks, “ M r. Keneally, didn’t  I  call 
you up on Monday to te ll you I  was 
making you a sachem” ? “ Three 
laborers jobs would have suited me 
better” , was Keneally’s scornful an­
swer.

There was rejoicing in  Washing­
ton. “ Harmony”  in the division of 
spoils by Federal, State and City 
Democratic leaders, w ill help in the 
fa ll elections. The hands of Roose­
velt and Farley were seen in  the 
ousting of Curry. Not the whole­
sale graft, robbery and banditry 
that went on under Curry’s leader­
ship was the cause of his removal. 
The reason was tha t he guessed 
wrong in  1932 and supported Smith 
against F. D. As Curry went out, 
the leaders in  revolt, the ones who 
were not exposed as were the Mc- 
Nallys and McCormacks, prepared 
to double-cross each other in  the 
struggle for firs t place at the public 
trough” . Our Democratic ins titu ­
tions must be preserved” , as the
President said.• * * *

“History” by Sam Don
Sam Don has a simple recipe fo r 

success, that has worked well w ith 
him. Last week he mixed a fresh 
batch (two parts quotations from  
Stalin, three parts lies about the 
"renegades” , a few lines from Marx 
and Lenin to make it  palatible, 
place in  the D aily Worker and then 
s it back and await promotion).

“ In  1928-29 our party was torn 
by a raging, unprincipled faction­
a l struggle. The Lovestone-Trot- 
skyists were singing hosannas to 
the alm ighty power o f American 
capitalism. The party leadership 
was dominated by the opportunist 
now renegade Lovestone group. . . . 
I t  opposed the building o f independ- 
end m ilitan t unions. . . .  In  1929 our 
party received an open le tter from 
the C. I. which cleaned our party 
o f Lovestone-Trotskyite renegade 
elements”  etc., etc. That’s history
according to Sam.* * * *

The Facts
F irst, the “ Trotskyite elements”  

were not in  the Lovestone group. 
Secondly, in  1928-29 the Lovestone 
group, w ith  the somewhat shame­
faced cooperation of the Fosterites, 
were expelling the Trotskyites, 
burglarizing their homes, and w ith  
knives, black-jacks and lead pipes 
breaking up the ir meetings.

H ie  Hosanna Chorus
I f  Lovestone was singing “ hosan­

nas to American capitalism” includ­
ed in  the chorus were not Trotsky­
ites but such good Stalinists as 
Jack Statchel, W. Winestone, Rob­
ert M inor, I. Amter, H arry Wicks 
and Max' Bedacht, not forgetting 
Sam Don himself who sang w ith 
either Weinstone or Bittlem an ac­
cording as the wind blew from  the 
Volga. No, the “ Lovestone oppor­
tunist leadership”  are not a ll “ ren­
egades” , the most unprincipled of 
them are now in the party leader­
ship.

•  *  •  *

The Revolutionary Unions
Another fact which both Love­

stone and Sam Don would like  to 
forget is that the “ revolutionary 
unions” , the N. M. U., the Needle 
Trades Industria l Union, the Tex­
tile  Workers Industria l Union, etc., 
were a ll set up under Lovestone 
leadership and Lovestone direction. 

* * * *
The C. I .  Open Letter

The open le tter from  the C. I. 
did not clean out “ Lovestone-Trot­
skyite”  elements. In  the firs t place 
there were not any such animals 
and besides the “ Trotskyites”  were 
Already publishing the M ilitan t.

The Eighth Convention of the 
o ffic ia l Communist Party and a ll 
its  a rtific ia l ballyhoo is over. Ac­
cording to the D aily Worker i t  is 
to live in  the minds of posterity, 
epitomized by the “exellent” , the 
“masterly and historical” , the “ clear 
and forecfu l analysis” , the “mas­
te rfu lly  applied M arxian combina­
tion of clear and general statements 
w ith  concrete examples” , the “ b ril­
lian tly  outlined” , etc., etc., report 
of E arl Browder, the “ best report 
ever made at any time in  the his­
tory o f the Party” , together w ith 
his “ remarkable final speech” .

This report, i f  we are to believe 
Sam Don, “ influenced the work and 
the discussion o f the convention 
from the firs t to the last session” . 
And Jack Stachel, in  recounting the 
“progress” made by the Party, tes­
tifies that i t  was a ll “made possible 
under the leadership of the General 
Secretary of our Party, comrade 
Browder” , (enthusiastic applause).

The Events of Four Tears
Our expectation grows irres is ti­

bly to its  natural climax. What did 
this report say? What does this 
Party leadership propose?

Between the Seventh and the 
Eighth Party convention almost 
four years have elapsed. Four 
years o f world-shaking events, 
chief among which, as fa r as revo­
lutionists are concerned, must be 
counted the catastrophic defeats in ­
flicted upon the proletariat in  Ger­
many and Austria. Four years in 
which the wave of reaction rolled 
on w ith  a powerful sweep, crushing 
and smashing a working class move­
ment in  its  wake. A  period which 
more than ever exposed the perfidy 
and corruption of Social-Democracy, 
and also demonstrated the bank­
ruptcy o f the Comintern under the 
Stalin regime.

But, at the same time, a new and 
powerful ray of hope appeared in  
the very last of these events, in  
the magnificent battle o f the Aus­
trian  Socialist workers, standing

firs t test of strength were met by 
the proletarian ca ll fo r a general 
strike. The French working class 
thus served notice on the Fascist 
scum that the road to power in  
France was barred by the 
working class. The movement fo r 
united action in  Frances which 
lead to the general strike, i f  given 
leadership, determined and revo- 
utionary, can lead to the crushing 
of the French Fascists. And, over 
and above that, in  the fu rther 
development of the struggle it  
can lead to the crushing of 
French capitalism and the found­
ing of French Soviets.

Such a movement would again 
awaken the German and Austrian 
working class and change the 
whole world situation. Not reac­
tion, but proletarian revolution, 
would be on the ascendency. I t  
would arouse the international 
consciousness of the proletariat in 
the Soviet Union now stifled by 
the reactionary dogma of national 
socialism. Between a Soviet Un­
ion, again alive w ith  the sp irit 
of international solidarity on 
which i t  was founded, and the 
young Soviet France, the Fascist 
governments o f H itle r, Dolfusfe 
and Mussolini would go down like 
a house of cards.

The Road of the United Front
The road which opens up such 

a vista, is the road of the united 
fron t. The armed struggle of a 
united working class against 
Fascism in  France is the firs t 
step ou such a road. Socialist 
and Communist Party leaderships 
in France, instead of leading in 
such a direction, hung back, s till 
chanting the ir defeatist slogans. 
Alone among the po litica l forces 
one voice was raised fo r the un it­
ed front, that voice was the Com­
munist League of France, a voice 
that is gaining increased atten­
tion in  the French proletariat.

S triking back a t the danger 
which they saw clearly, the 
French reaction h it a t the out­
standing leader of International

The open letter did cause some Fos- 
terites who were privately express­
ing support fo r the Left Opposition 
but who understood “ the secret of 
success” , to see in the ousting o f 
Lovestone, great prospects fo r 
themselves and, of course, fo r the 
party. They had a head sta rt on 
the Minors and Stachels in  the race 
fo r Stalin’s favors. Maybe Don or 
some other would say a few words 
on this at the next Bedacht B irth ­
day Dinner. I t  would be much 
more interesting to a ll then the 
eternal “ hossanas" to Stalin and to 
Browder.

Sam’s lies may go down w ith 
some of the 1933 recruits who are 
passing through the party. The old 
timers, however, w ill understand 
that Sam is w riting  w ith  an eye on 
the “ chief” and a mind on the 
higheirand better things such as the 
editorial chair now occupied by the 
M artyr of Madison Square.

— B ILL .

out a ll the more in  contrast to the 
dismal capitulation of the Commu­
nist Party and the Social Democra­
cy of Germany. Who would dare 
deny that precisely in  the events 
of this period is embodied the les­
sons to which a party, to be worthy 
of the name revolutionary, was 
duty bound to apply the most in ­
cisive analysis, the most c ritica l 
examination, and draw a balance 
sheet.

They Learned Nothing
A ll that was entirely absent 

from the S talinist convention. And 
as fa r as future history is con­
cerned th is convention can only de­
note an empty space. Marxism, as 
a liv ing  doctrine is a generalization 
of a ll working class experience, 
constantly drawing its  strength 
from every new experience. A 
party calling itse lf Marxian, which 
fa ils  to absorb into its  very marrow 
the lessons of these recent decisive 
events, and fa ils to learn from them, 
can in  no case escape the disinte­
grating tendencies that brought So­
cial-Democracy into its  stinking 
swamp of decay. I t  cannot at a ll 
be counted upon as a leader of the 
masses in  a crisis. I t  w ill collapse 
as ignominously as did the German 
Communist Party.

Instead o f drawing a balance 
sheet from  these great lessons the 
misguided workers at this conven­
tion were served the same “general 
line” which lead to the catastro­
phic defeats.

The delegates were told in  the 
“magnificent” etc. speech that the 
New Deal “ is not developed Fas­
cism. But in  political essence and 
direction, i t  is the same as H itle r’s 
program” . Thus is being prepared 
the same fa ta l disorientation as in 
Germany and the same justification 
fo r capitulation. In  Germany the 
revolutionary workers had drilled 
into the ir minds the ideas of the 
Bruening fascism, the Von Papen 
fascism, the Von Schleicher fas­
cism. When the real fascism, by

Communism, Leon Trotsky. The 
whole reactionary forces of the 
world united w ith the French re­
actionaries in  the incitement 
against Trotsky. In  this they had 
the support of the discredited 
organizers of defeats, the Stalin­
is t bureaucracy.

The Struggle in the U. S.
Not only in  Europe, but in the 

United States, Fascism raises its  
head. Alongside of the attacks 
launched against the basic organ­
izations of the working class, the 
trade unions, by the organization, 
w ith  state sanction, of company 
unions, goes the rise of Fascist 
bands: Blackshirts, Silvershirts, 
Brownshirts, spring up like mush­
rooms. Fascist bands are organ­
izing, arm ing and d rilling . Mass 
meetings and demonstrations o f 
Nazis are held in  New York and 
other cities.

Against company u n i o n s ;  
against the starvation of the un­
employed ; against the lynching 
of Negro workers; against the 
growth of Fascist movements; 
against the growing danger o f im ­
peria list war— now, as never be­
fore, the united fron t of a ll work- 
ingclass organizations must be 
formed.

We of the Communist League of 
America call on the workers in  
a ll organizations, Communist, 
Socialist, Trade Union, to raise 
the demand fo r genuine united 
fron t action. Let nothing stand 
in  your way. Be not put aside 
by the rehash of past errors, de­
mand that the united’ fron t be 
b u ilt now!

For the United Front of labor 
against war and Fascism!

For the defense of the Soviet 
Union!

For the defense of the workers 
rig h ts !

For the righ t of asylum!
For unemployment insurance, 

the six-hour day and the five-day 
week!

For the new party of the Fourth 
In te rnationa l!

For Soviet America!
For the International Proletar­

ian Revolution!

th is disorentation, was able to as­
cend to power, they could not dis­
tinguish i t  from  the previous re­
gimes; they could not figh t i t ;  the 
Party was paralyzed. The German 
revolutionists were filled  up w ith  
the spurious ideas of “social fas­
cism”

Repeat tbe Old Errors
A t the Cleveland convention this 

was not only repeated but g lib ly ela­
borated into various shades and de­
grees o f righ t and le ft fascism. In  
such a maze of confusion the var­
ious working-class tendencies could 
never be properly distinguished nor 
could the false ideas be guarded 
against. But such an exposition of 
the question by the bureaucratic 
leadership is not merely a matter 
of confusion as fa r as they are 
concerned. I t  is a m irro r of their 
own degeneracy. I t  is an effort to 
cover up the ir own fa ilu re  to meet 
a ll other tendencies w ith in  the 
working class on the basis of a re­
volutionary program as real party 
leaders would do. Such covering 
up, however, becomes the worst 
form  of disorientation and, in  car­
rying it  to its  logical conclusion, 
the S talinist leaders stoop to the 
lowest levels.

To shun the honest workers away 
from  an objective examination of 
what the actual revolutionary cur­
rent in the movement stands for, 
a ll the Browders, in  the ir deadly 
fear of it, can only repeat their 
usual base slanders. Lumping us 
among the ir various brands of 
“social fascism” , although they have 
previously pronounced us dead at 
least 27 dozen times, they say: 
“ Too many of our members s till do 
not understand that Trotskyism and 
the Trotskyists are not a ‘branch’ 
of the Communist movement, but 
rather a police agency of the cap­
ita lis t class” . What would they an­
swer i f  any worker was to take 
them seriously at their word1 and 
say: Give us the proof so that we 
can properly substantiate the con­
tention !

B ut this is a ll empty bravado 
handed out to cover up their own 
fa ilure to meet our Marxian argu­
ments. For the heavy blows of de­
feats suffered, due mainly to their 
own false political orientation and 
dismal incompetence, the Stalinists 
increase their slander of the revo­
lutionary current. Simultaneously 
every possible measure is drawn 
upon to elevate a hand picked1 bu­
reaucracy a rtific ia lly  to a position 
of in fa llib ility  w ith a Browder s it­
ting on the very pinnacle.

— ARNE SWABECK.
(Continued in Next Issue)

P H ILA D E LP H IA  BRANCH AND  
T H E  M IL IT A N T

Along w ith  the activities of the 
Philadelphia Branch o f the C. L. A., 
the M ilita n t is one of the outstand­
ing features of activ ity. In  the 
last subscription drive, 50 subscrip­
tions were obtained. That is, we 
carried’ out the decision to double 
the sub lis t.

In  the present drive, we are pre­
paring to obtain 100 subs for the 
M ilitant. We’ve placed Militants 
at the follow ing stands, which we 
ask the readers of the M ilitant to 
popularize among the ir friends, in  
order to increase the sale of M ili­
tants at the stands:

N. W. Cor. 19th and Market Sts.
N. W. Cor. 13th and Market Sts.
N. W. Cor. 11th and Market Sts.
S. W. Cor. 5th and Market Sts.
Colture Book Shop, 5th and’ M if­

flin
Also at our Headquarters, 118 W. 

Master St.

C H I C A G O  N O T I C E  
Grand Annual 

CONCERT and BALL 
Given by the

I T A L I A N  S P A R T A C U S  
L E A G U E  

Sunday, May 27th, 1934 
WEST S ID E A UD ITO R IU M  

1201 W. Taylor Street, Cor. Racine 
Concert —  Dancing from 8 p-m. till?  

Tickets 25c

Brownsville Open Forum  
“THE MARCH OF FASCISM  

IN  EUROPE” 
L U D W I G  L O R E  

Friday, A pril 27, 8:15 P.M. 
1776 Pitkin Ave.

400 Hail Move 
For New Defense 
At Bellussi Meet

A cheering, singing, w ild ly en­
thusiastic gathering of more than 
400 people converted the simple oc­
casion of a farewell dinner to Com­
rade Anthony Bellussi, a t Stuyve- 
sant Casino, into a demonstration 
fo r honest non-partisan labor de­
fense that heralds the early launch­
ing of a new defense organization.

The dinner was to honor Bellussi, 
anti-Fascist victim  of the Federal 
Government’s vicious deportation 
policy, and to raise money for his 
fare to another country in  order to 
prevent his deportation to Fascist 
Ita ly . The rig h t o f voluntary de­
parture, granted by the U. S. gov­
ernment being contingent on his 
fare being paid.

As speaker after speaker raised 
tbe broader issue of a united fron t 
against Fascism, however, the gath­
ering, a mixed crowd of workers 
and working class sympathizers of 
varying shades of po litica l belief, 
began to sense the genuineness and 
importance o f the appeals.

Here was no fake ca ll fo r unity, 
issuing from the tongue of sec­
tarian bureaucrats, and prefaced by 
slander and abuse of the people ap­
pealed to.

Speakers Warmly Received
The speakers, by their example, 

by their earnestness and honesty, 
were putting the S talin ist labor 
fakers to shame. The gathering 
sensed this and responded, opened 
their hearts out to the speakers, 
cut loose w ith  cheers that contained 
a note of re lief. Here was the mes­
sage that has long been awaited.

The speakers were Carlo Tresca, 
editor of I I  M artello; Quincy Howe, 
editor of the L iving Age; George 
Novak, of the Provisional Commit­
tee for Non-Partisan Labor Dei- 
fense; A. J. Muste, of the American 
Workers’ P a rty ; James P. Cannon, 
of the Communist League of Amer­
ica, and Bellussi. Comrade Can­
non acted as toastmaster.

Tresca opened the meeting w ith 
a m ilitan t call fo r a fight— no mere 
newspaper campaign, no debates, 
but a fight— against Fascism, the 
common enemy. “ You can’t  editor­
ialize Fascism out of existence” , he 
said. “ You have to fight i t  w ith  its  
own weapons, on the street, w ith  
your lives. I t  is w ar!”

Quincy Howe reviewed the his­
tory o f deportations, and the trans­
formation of this country from  a 
haven fo r po litica l refugees into 
one of the most forbidding and re­
actionary of a ll lands. He called 
for a fight to regain the rig h t of 
asylum.

Simply, quietly, earnestly, Com­
rade Novak explained the circum­
stances that had’ led to the forma­
tion of the provisional committee. 
The group o f intellectuals that 
formed this committee were? form­
erly active in  the I.L .D . and the 
National Committee fo r the Defense 
of P olitica l Prisoners. One member 
of the group was form er secretary 
of the N.C.D.P.P. Three were ex­
members of the National Committee 
of the I.L.D . Another was ex-sec­
retary of tbe League fo r Profes­
sional Groups.

A ll had arrived, in  the course of 
the ir work, a t the same conclusion. 
The crying need in  the labor move­
ment was united action. Not only 
did the I.L.D . and’ the other groups 
a ffilia ted w ith  the Stalinists, not 
want genuine unity o f action, but 
they blocked the efforts of a ll who 
sought it.
Advocate Non-Partisan Organization

Slandered, abused, and shut off 
from  active work because they 
dared raise the issue of a genuine 
united fro n t against Fascism, the 
group had abandoned the Stalinist 
camp in disgust. Now, since their 
experience and capacity was prim ­
a rily  in  the direction of defense 
work, they were seeking a non­
partisan, mass defense organiza­
tion.

They were under no illusions 
that they, themselves, could or 
should form  such an organization. 
I t  was prim arily the task of work­
ing class bodies. But they had 
taken the in itia tive  in  inviting 
working class organizations to  form 
a united defense body, and they 
would promise the ir cooperation to 
the utmost.

Muste and Cannon, follow ing the 
speaker, at once pledged the ir sup­
port, and the support of the ir or­
ganizations. I t  was their s tirring  
response to the call, their generous 
waiving of rights, priorities, prece­
dent, the ir palpable sincerity on 
the issue, that drew the cheers of 
the crowd, and set the tone o f the 
gathering.

In  the same sp irit of solidarity, 
the gathering unanimously passed a 
resolution protesting the expulsion 
o f Leon Trotsky from  France, and 
demanding righ t o f asylum fo r him 
here in  th is country. This resolu­
tion also drew enthusiastic ap­
plause.

The sum of $226 was raised fo r 
Bellussi— a large sum fo r the com­
paratively small, and predominant­
ly  working class crowd.

SEND A DOLLAR FOR FOUR  
P R E P A ID  SUB CARDS, EACH 
GOOD FOR A SIX-M O NTHS SUB­
SCRIPTIO N ON TH E  CLUB PLAN

Los Angeles— The S t a l i n i s t s  
scored another one o f their “ victor­
ies”— they broke up the Shachtman 
meeting last night. But we got two 
new members on the spot. These 
two are really promising workers. 
They’re not new to the movement 
and only needed this emotional push 
to send them to us. Undoubtedly 
the branch w ill be a much, bigger 
one because of last night. The suc­
cess o f our firs t Shachtman meet­
ing (a little  over two hundred were 
there) probably inspired the Stal­
inists to attack the second meeting 
last night.

A gang of Y.C.L.’ers and local 
hoodlums— pugs and even gangsters 
— were rounded up and brought 
down by truck. They congregated 
outside the door, waiting fo r the 
signal that Shachtman bad started 
to speak. They were noisy and 
tried to argue, and of course they 
tried to get in on the ir usual plea 
— “unemployed.”  One big fellow
whose nose was flattened and ears 
cauliflowered, told H arry Ross: 
“ The trouble w ith  you guys is that 
you don’t believe in  God.”  You can 
judge how close to the labor move­
ment these young lumpens were.

We were only about six on the 
outside of the door. Around us was 
this mob of about th irty-five, led 
by Olsen, the Y.O.L. D is tric t Or­
ganizer.

Shachtman arose to speak. Olsen 
forced himself to the door and 
yelled ou t: “ We’re unemployed, and 
we want to get in .”  They shoved 
on masse into the door. Then we 
started, mostly w ith  bare fists. We 
sent them down the steps, but not 
w ithout casualties on our side. They 
ran fo r the lavatory, and pleaded: 
“ You won’t  h it us i f  we walk out.” 

We le t them go. Two minutes 
later we were sorry. They got one 
of our members (a young k id ) and 
beat him into practically insensi­
b ility . He was down on the floor 
and they sapped him and kicked 
him, the whole damned gang. A t 
this w riting  he’s s till resting in  bed1 
at home. Another of our young 
fellows was taken to the hospital. 
Six stitches were taken over his 
eye where somebody had struck him 
w ith a heavy jagged stick.

They weren’t discrim inating at 
a ll. They struck our women w ith  
rubber hose. One woman member 
of the Proletarian Party was mixed 
up in  it. They raised great big 
welts on her arm. A most active 
woman member of our group took 
quite a beating.

A few of the Stalinists tried  to

Militant is Barred 
From Canada

Coming on the heels of the in ­
ternational fu ry  against the ideas 
of the Fourth International and 
its  leader Leon Trotsky is the 
receipt of a memorandum at the 
offices of the M ilitant notifying 
i t  that the Department of Rev­

enues has prohibited its  importa­
tion into Canada.

The reactionary Canadian gov­
ernment, rabid in  its  persecution 
of m ilitan t workers and revolu­
tionaries, has struck another blow 
at tbe ideas of internationalism  
by the prohibition of its  outstand­
ing exponent in the English lang­
uage.

W hile no reason is attached to 
the banning of the M ilitant from  
Canada, we wish to call to the 
attention of our readers that ev­
ery piece of literature  issued by 
the Internationalist Communists 
Is now banned from  the Domin­
ion of Canada.

YOUNG SPARTACUS
YOUNG SPARTACUS, pub­

lished monthly by the National 
Committee of Spartacus Youth 
Clubs of America, A pril 1934.
Appearing in  late A pril, the cur­

rent issue o f the organ of tbe 
S. Y. C.s features the recent world 
youth conference and the protest 
against the deportation o f the four 
German youth.

Articles on the strike wave, the 
dental mechanics strike, the student 
anti-war strike, the Dr. W irt “ ex­
pose” , and on the recent Philippine 
“ independence” law cover the out­
standing current events. The prob­
lem of unionizing the young work­
ers and the revolutionary attitude 
towards the proposed1 child labor 
amendment are treated in  editor­
ials. Activities among the students 
are covered in  “ Student Notes” .

The preparations for a new war 
are covered in  the feature “ I  Cover 
the War Front” , an article  on Am­
erican munitions production and 
items on the C. O. C. An a rtic le  on 
the Silver Shirts is printed as the 
firs t o f a series on the growing 
Fascist movement in  the United 
States. The lessons o f the Austrian 
events are treated’ in  popular form. 
F inally, the activities of the Spar­
tacus Youth Clubs are included un­
der “ organization notes” .

The May issue is planned for the 
early part of the month.

carry on the fight on the inside of 
the hall, but they they were ade­
quately taken care of. One came 
half way up the steps, put his hand 
on the inside pocket and yelled that 
i f  we moved down on him he’d pull 
his gun. R ight on top o f that they 
sent one of the ir husky women, and 
righ t behind her they were in  a 
mass. They outnumbered us by six 
times at least, and swept us to the 
door. Not numbers alone did it. 
They had acquired many new wea­
pons, sticks, crowbars. They had 
everything there. We barricaded 
ourselves against them. They tried 
to throw broken chairs at us through 
the door— but that was the end 
un til the cops came (the radio 
car). That finished the meeting.

A fter that we gathered at a com­
rade’s house. Sympathizers were 
there and also some members of the 
different labor groups. Plans were 
immediately drawn up fo r a united 
fron t protest meeting against C.P. 
fascist hooliganism. Shachtman 
drew up the leaflet and a commit­
tee was appointed to go around the 
different organizations. They are 
now at work a t it.

Shachtman’s coming here put 
plenty o f life  into the League 
branch here. I t  had a tonic effect 
on everybody. Especially a fter the 
firs t public meeting, the effect on 
outsiders was surprising. The most 
important thing is that he certainly 
cleared up a lo t of things, notably 
the Austrian question.

San Francisco Meeting
San Francisco.— Comrade Shacht­

man’s meeting in San Francisco 
was a huge success. Held a t the 
Labour College, a known labour 
meeting-place and headquarters of 
the Proletarian Party, the meeting 
was singularly well attended w ith  
275 workers of a ll tendencies pres­
ent.

Comrade Shachtman in bis ta lk 
very ably pointed out the bankrupt­
cy of the 2nd and 3rd Internation­
als, demonstrating the ir impotency 
in the face of world-wide crisis 
and concluded by calling fo r the 
formation of a new revolutionary 
international.

During the discussion period a 
C. P. leader got up and announced 
the meeting the C. P. was holding 
to “answer” “ M r.” Shachtman. 
Around this arose a strenuous dis­
cussion o f various policies, at the 
conclusion of which Comrade 
Shachtman challenged the Commu­
nist Party to debate and after re­
marking that for five and a h a lf 
years they had refused to do so, 
he dared the C. P. to answer our 
challenge.

A t the Communist Party "Answer 
to Mr. Shachtman”  meeting, Com­
rade Shachtman was called “ Trot­
sky’s lackey,”  “ leader of the Love- 
stoneites,”  and violently accused of 
n“ ever having worked fo r a boss” 
and’ Comrade Trotsky was said to 
be “po litica lly dead,”  “ opposed to 
collectivization of the land in  Rus­
sia”  and fo r “ taxing the poor peas­
antry to industrialize Russia.”  No 
attempt was made to answer in  de­
ta il any thoretical arguments ad­
vanced by Comrade Shachtman. To 
the ir slanders, we reiterated our 
challenge to debate and called upon 
the membership to watch whether 
or not the C. P. would answer.

A t Comrade Shachtman’s meeting 
a great deal of literature  and a ll 
available M ilitants were sold and, 
contrary to popular custom which 
ends most radical meetings a t 10 
o’clock, the meeting continued1 u n til 
12 o’clock when the landlady turned 
off the lights.

Comrade Shachtman’s meeting 
was the needed impetus to the fu r­
ther growth of the local branches. 
Already, as a result of the enthu­
siasm raised at th is meeting, and the 
farce o f the Stalinists’ “answer” , 
our prestige and influence among 
the working class has been strength­
ened and we are making headway 
in winning over many worthwhile 
elements to the position of the Le ft 
Opposition.

— FLORENCE W IL E .

SHACHTMAN TOUR SCHEDULE
F ri., A p ril 27— Staunton or G il­

lespie, 111.
Sat., A p ril 28— Springfield. I I I .  
Sun., A p ril 29— Davenport, la . 
Mon., A p ril 30—Davenport, la . 
Tues., May 1— Chicago, 111.
Wed. May 2 r—Chicago, 111. 
Thurs.' May 3— Chicago, 111. 
F ri., May 4— Waukegan, 111. 
Sat.' May 5— D etroit, Mich.
Sun., May 6— D etroit, Mich.

W IL L  FASCISM COME TO 
AMERICA?
Lecture By

J A M E S  P. C A N N O N
Friday, May 4, 1934 

a t 8:00 P.M.
Elm M ill Building, 532 Warren St. 

Opposite Waumbeck St. 
Roxbury, Mass

Admission 15 Cents

Auspiefes: Boston Branch Communist 
League of America

WAR AND THE 
FOURTH INTERNATIONAL

The F irst of a New Series of Lectures on the International 
Program w ith Special Reference to America 

By

James P. Cannon
At

IR V IN G  P L A Z A  H A L L  

15th Street and Irving Place 

S U N D A Y , A PR IL 29th at 8 P .M .
ADM ISSION 15 CENTS QUESTIONS AND DISCUSSION
Other lectures to follow on successive Sundays: Fascism; the 

Trade Union Question; the United Front.

M ay Day
(Continued from page 1)


