
The Johnson Bill and 
Credits to the U.S.S.R.

The Johnson B ill barring the ¡pillage of crops and livestock, the 
purchase or sale in this country of i devastation of cities and towns, the
bonds or securities of governments 
in  default on their debts to the 
government of the United States 
has been interpreted by the A ttor
ney General as including the Soviet 
Union in the category of defaulters 
because of the traditional refusal 
of the Soviet to pay the loans made 
to the Czarist and Kerensky gov
ernments. The ruling w ill make it  
d ifficult for the Soviet to get cred
its here for the purchase of mach
inery and necessary materials.

The United' States knows i t  w ill 
never get even the better part of 
the colossal sums its rivals owe i t  
under the head of war debts. To 
pay them is a sheer impossibility. 
Roosevelt is trying to put a squeeze 
on them to get belter trade terms, 
to force down the enormous! ta riff 
walls which impede the flow of ex
ports from the U. S.

Purpose of the Loans;
With the Soviet Union the ques

tion stands somewhat differently. 
The loans to the Czar were used 
fo r the brutal suppression of the 
workers and peasants. The loans 
to Kerensky were a mite of the 
golden flood the U. S. poured into 
the treasuries of the Allies of whom 
i t  considered Russia one, to beat 
German imperialism to Its  knees. 
The Bolsheviks served notice before 
they came to power that they would 
repudiate) the loans and they kept 
their word. Moreover against these 
claims which the United States 
makes against the Soviet there 
stands for settlement the costs, in
sofar as they can be calculated, of 
the invasion of the territory of the 
U.S.S.R. by the allied imperialists, 
including the U. S., the murder of 
peaceful workers and peasants, the

destruction of railroads— the im
mense havoc wrought by the at
tempt to satisfy the rapacious hung
er of insatiate capitalism fo r the 
Soviet market.

The Russian Market 
The appetite of the U. S. protit- 

makers has not decreased w ith the 
years. On the contrary, i t  has 

town apace as its difficulties in 
getting markets multiplied» The 
crisis has whetted it  now to the 
kneenness of a razor-edge. Every 
market is doubly, trip ly, ten times 
as important as i t  was. Among the 
markets of the world the land that 
runs eastward from the < Polish 
border to the Pacific Ocean and 
southward from the Arctic Circle 
to China, India, Persia, Turkey and 
the Black Sea is certainly not the 
least.

What it  can mean to ¡Wall Street 
which is rising from a sick bed to 
smite the world can be seen in the 
Commerce Department’s foreign 
trade ligures for March. Exports 
to the Soviet Union which can ab
sorb— on favorable credit terms ac
cording to Litvinov’s figures at the 
London Economic Conference— one 
billion dollars in machinery, mater
ials and the products of light in
dustry, were less than a million 
dollars, a little  more than one half 
of one percent of the total export 
for the month. Compare this w ith 
the export to little  Cuba, wracked 
by a social and economic crisis—  
about four and a half million dol
lars, four times as much!

Soviet Union Needs Credit
What trade would mean to the 

Soviet Union should be obvious 
from Litvinov’s figures alone. The

(Continue«] on page 4)

N .y . Youth Conference Against W ar
BULLETIN

In  San Francisco a meeting of 
the representatives of the Young 
Peoples Socialist League, the Spar- 
tacus Youth Club and the Young 
Communist League is to be held to 
consider a common demonstration 
on May 30 against war and Fascism. 
In  other cities the Y.P.S.L. and the 
S.Y.Cs. are conducting similar ac
tivities.

New York City— Last Sunday’s 
conference called by the Youth 
Section of the American League 
Against War and Fascism (Stalin
ist) accepted the proposal of the 
Youth Committee for the May 30th 
Demonstration Against War and 
Fascism for a jo in t manifestation

SEC O N D  STRIKE W A V E  UNDER THE N . R. A .
A second powerful strike wave is bor history. The strike wave now

in the making is likely to break all 
previous records.

Pitched Battles
In the Alabama strike area Negro 

and white workers fight together 
shoulder to shoulder. Pitched' bat
tles provoked by company thugs, 
police and national guards, have re-; 
suited in several killings and many 
injuries. But the casualties were 
not a ll on the side of the workers. 
Tlie governmental authorities are 
now straining every possibility to 
raise a red scare. Workers’ meet
ings have been banned and an in
junction is issued against picketing. 
S till the striking ranks are solid 
against the campaign of suppres
sion, defying the murderous at
tacks.

Quick work has been made of 
scabbing everywhere in these strikes 
by powerful picket lines. In  Seattle, 
Washington longlisoremen raided) 
eleven ships and took • the scabs 
ashore. On a ll of the struck piers 
teamsters have refused to handle

in thi making. From the Atlantic 
to the Pacific, from Maine to the 
Gulf of Mexico strikes are now in 
progress, involving longshoremen, 
automobile workers, iron ore and 
copper miners, coal miners, textile 
workers and many others.

These strikes have penetrated 
deeply into the industrial South, 
centering in Alabama. New strikes 
can be expected to break out soon 
in the steel industry as well as 
where the main supply of iron ore 
is produced, in the Messaba Range. 
Tlie ardent attempts of the auto 
bosses, their labor boards and their 
labor agents to coniine the strikes 
in that industry to a minimum “ so 
as not to interfere w ith the ortlerly 
progress of the industry” , as Mr. 
Collins puts it, w ill hardly succeed. 
The American workers are getting 
into a fighting mood. The splendid 
militancy already displayed by the 
many new recruits in the trade un
ion movement is something quite 
unequalled in recent American la-

scab cargo and railroad workers 
have declined to lend' their services. 
In  Butte, Montana teamsters, black
smiths and electricians joined, the 
copper miners in a solid strike 
front. In the southwestern bitumin
ous area strikes are spreading and 
picketing is concluded in defiance of 
the m ilitia  which has been called 
to protect scabs.

Two Strike Waves Under NBA
The first strike wave since the 

inauguration of the New Deal rose 
to its highest point last September. 
According to the figures of the U.S. 
Bureau of Labor Statistics, which 
are obviously inadequate, there 
were in that month a total of 180 
strikes involving 235,071 workers, 
w ith a total number of man days 
lost of 3,642,431. This strike wave 
subsided, reaching its lowest point 
in December last year. But these 
figures, even at the high point, may 
be dwarfed in  comparison to what 
is now approaching.

The first strike wave represented

New Court Battle For 
Freedom of Mooney

(Continued on Page 4)

Trotsky Remains W ithou t Place o f Asylum; N a z i 

Paper Demands Banishment to D is tan t Island

on Memorial Day. I t  was agreed 
that the jo in t arrangements commit
tees would' work out the definite 
slogans and details of the jo in t ac
tion.

On Tuesday evening, when the 
two committees were to meet, the 
Committee of the American League 
Conference informed the other group 
that it w ill be permitted to partic
ipate in the arrangements or the 
details of the demonstration at the 
meeting of the American League 
committee. The latter would elect 
their own chairman, arrange the 
agenda, etc. This attempt to make 
i t  appear that the Stalinist confer
ence was in charge of a ll arrange
ments and' that other groups may 
affiliate to i t  was definitely reject
ed. I t  was made clear that what 
was wanted was a jo in t meeting. 
Finally this was granted and a mu
tually acceptable chairman accepted.

Slogans of the Day
After the discussion of objectives 

the slogans fo r the demonstration 
the following slogans were accept
ed: Against Imperialist War and 
Fascism; Protest the Persecution 
and Murder of the Anti-Fascist 
Fighters; Against the May 31st N. 
Y. Naval Maneuvers; Protest the 
Murder of the Cuban Masses by the 
Agents of American Imperialism, 
etc. $?he Committee fo r1 the May 
30th Demonstration (Yipsels, S. Y. 
C.s, Lovestoneites, S.L.I.D., etc.) 
proposed three additional, slogans: 
For the Release of Thaelman and 
Torgler; For the'Freedom of the 
Four Deported Young Germans; 
and' Protest the Beatings and Ar
rests of the Yispels last May 30 at 
the Memorial Day march of the 
American Legion. These three slo
gans were rejected on the ground 
that the points were too particular 
— no names should be mentioned so 
as to avoid partisanship! This was 
a not very clever way of avoiding

the issue of the four deported Ger
man youth!

The Y.C.L. representative stated 
that the more general slogan would 
also imply a protest in this case, 
i t  was finally agreed that the dis
puted slogans would not be the slo
gans of the entire demonstration 
but only of those organizations 
which accepted them.

Point of Conflict
The real point of conflict was 

again revived in new fo rm : was 
there to be a join t demonstration 
in the complete sense of the term, 
or was onq conference to affiliate 
to the Stalinist conference. While 
favoring a joint demonstration, the 
Stalinists insisted on either retain
ing tlie name "National Youth Day” 
or permitting the American League 
conference to call i t  such in its l i t 
erature. The other conference! op
posed this w ith the proposal that 
a mutually acceptable name be 
adopted, which is not connected 
with merely one section of the youth 
movement; that the common leaflet 
state the fact that tlie two confer
ences (by name) were working in 
a join t committee for the demon
stration.

The delegates of the Committee 
for the May 30th Demonstration 
stated that a principle question was 
invoved: To accept the name “ Na
tional Youth Day”  would mean join
ing the Stalinist conference, accept
ing the so-called traditions of this 
day (much of which i t  cannot agree 
w ith). To have no common name 
for the demonstration and permit 
the Young Communist League and 
other organizations to call i t  “ Na
tional Youth Day”  ini their litera
ture would create confusion and In
evitably lead to a disharmonious 
demonstration which would nu llify  
the entire purpose of our common 
action: The display of unity against 
imperialist war and Fascism.

No Agreenient Reached 
No agreement was reached on 

this question. The Y.C.L. announced 
that its conference would go ahead 
with the details of its demonstra
tion and' i f  the other conference re
versed its decision i t  could join in 
the march and demonstration! The 
Committee for the May 30th Demon
stration replied that it  was ready 
to meet w ith the committee of the 
American League at an early date 
if  the latter could find Its compro
mise proposal acceptable.

A t the time of this w riting  there 
is s till hope that a common agree
ment w ill be reached which can 
start a new phase in  the American 
labor youth movement: genuine 
united front action against the com-
mon enemy!

Comrade Trotsky is s till without 
a place of asylum. A ll attempts to 
secure entrance to another country 
than France have so far failed. 
Meanwhile reaction continues its 
furious campaign of incitement 
against him. We reprint verbatim 
below a provocative attack pub
lished iu the Nazi paper Deutsche 
Wochensliau and republished in the 
Baris reactionary journal Le Matin 
April 22:

TROTSKY BEHIND THE  
TROUBLES IN  FRANCE 

Tlie Old Firebrand Organizes the 
Insurrection in Western Europe.
— Secret Headquarters in Paris.

— The Myth of the Harmless 
Trotsky.— Extracts from 
Appeals to Civil War Ad

dressed to German 
Communists.

Under this headline the National- 
Socialist weekly, the Deutsche 
Wochdnshau, publishes the follow
ing interesting article:

Communist propaganda in France, 
as daily dispatches indicate, finds 
a more and more favorable ground 
every day. Everywhere the Com
mune boldly raises its head, com
mits carefully prepared acts of vio
lence against right wing elements. 
Witness the incidents in Paris, 
Thionville, Henin-Lietard, Lyon. 
An' indisputable Communist danger 
is rising in Western Europe. Even 
now, Radek, the strategist of world- 
revolution, rejoices in the Pravda. 
on the “ favorable perspectives for 
Communism in France” . The fo r
eign press, in the same vein, points 
out that the “most dangerous fac 
tor for unrest in  Europe, Leon 
Trotsky, now residing in F’rance, is 
one of those who holds the keys of 
this Communist menace. “ We are 
in receipt of the following astonish 
ing article from our collaborator, 
Walter Korodi, who has spent a 
great deal of time in fighting Bol
shevism :

When the announcement was 
made several months ago that the 

red butcher”  Trotsky alias Leib 
Bronstein, had received the right 
of asylum in  France and had taken 
up residence in  Royat, the world 
press asked this question: Why has 
France which had proscriibed to 
this man the right to set foot on 
French soil, not to speak of protec
tion, when he made his tr ip  from 
Marseilles to Copenhagen in  Nov
ember 1332, suddenly considered 
him as a not inconvenient guest?

Besides) Trotsky had once before 
been exeplled from France for Bol
shevik activity, in 1916 when he 
edited the Russian emigrant paper, 
Nashe SIovo, in Paris. Despite that, 
the hospitable doors of France are 
opened to this political firebrand, 
one of the greatest in history, and 
who certainly has not become less 
harmful since 1916. What is the 
clue to this mystery?

This is what i t  might be: When 
M. Trotsky arrived in France he 
made special efforts to impress upon 
public opinion “ that in  the same 
manner that he had abstained from 
a ll activity in  Prinkipo, where be 
was located up t i l l  then, he would 
similarly abstain in France. He 
would really be nothing else than 
a man retired from all political ac
tiv ity, isolated and devoting himself

to nothing but personal literary en
deavors.”

This attitude, of a seemingly 
harmless character, found its den
ial soon after the arrival of Trotsky 
iq Purls. Knowingly, Roseufeld and 
his Communist colleagues publicly 
complimented the French govern
ment “ for having called to their 
country the greatest of anti-fascists 
at the very time when i t  is neces
sary to fight the National-Socialist 
regime iu Germany by every means. 
The exceptional capacities of this 
man in times of stress w ill render 
precious services in these strug- 
les.”

in  Hi is manner the reasons they 
receive this vicious opponent of 
National-Socialist Germany w ill be 
explained. This explanation is of 
prime importance for Germany.

For France the presence of Trot
sky is not quite so simple, for this 
red refugee has revealed himself to 
be a double-bladed- sword.

Communist propaganda, to the 
sorry surprise of the secret police 
(Surete Generate), has been in
creased in a considerable and dan
gerous fashion sinee the presence 
of Trotsky in the country. So much 
so that the French ministers had 
to hold a secret conference where 
they examine the Communist ques
tion.
The Solitary Writer Seeking Refuge 

What Was Found In a Neukoelln 
Barrack

The writer of these lines has had 
the opportunity to investigate the 
secret activity of Trotsky and his 
agents. That took place during one 
of the actions of the S.A. (Storm 
troops) against the principal agent 
of Trotsky ' iu Germany, Anton 
Grylewicz. On this same occasion 
they found the names of Bolsheviks 
situated in other European coun
tries as agents of Trotsky, and a ll 
the correspondence of the Trotsky 
group in Germany, named “Bolshe- 
vik-Leninist” , was found' classfied 
and hidden in a barrack of boards 
in the colony of barracks, Neu
koelln, near Berlin and which be
longed to the Communist Grylewicz. 
I t  is impossible to give a resume of 
the documents of Trotsky and Co. 
which were found, fo r they consist
ed of correspondence w ith  nearly 
all countries. A few examples w ill 
suffice to show that Trotsky, even 
though banished on the Isle of 
Prinkipo in, the Aegean Sea, was 
never the solitary writer looking 
for refuge.

His desire to be received in 
France becomes more understand
able with these secret papers of the 
Neukoelln barrack at hand. They 
prove, in fact, that in Paris, 45 
boulevard de la Villette, 'the “ Ad
ministrative Secretariat of the| In 
ternational Left Opposition” is lo
cated and another bureau of the 
Trotsky agents on the rue de Milan. 
I t  is from there that the “ Interna
tional Bulletins”  are sent to a ll the 
countries of the world in the lan
guages of these countries in order 
to furnish instructions to each 
group fo r the Bolshevisation of the 
country where they are located. 
For example, the American police 
w ill be happy to learn that the 
Trotsky group is located in New 
York at 126 E. 16th Street under 
the name of “ Communist League

of America” . Propaganda for all 
English speaking countries is issued 
from here.

Trotsky Undermines Germany! 
That goes particularly for Ger

many, in which Trotsky placed the 
"greatest hopes” up t i l l  March 1933. 
Unceasingly Trotsky from his place 
of exile carried on the struggle 
against the national socialist move
ment of Germany. And he gives 
veritable instructions of c iv il war to 
his agent Grylewicz. We read fo r 
example on page 21 of a pamphlet; 
•Each factory must become an anti- 
Fascist center w ith its own leader. 
They must possess a map of the 
Fascist concentrations and other 
Fascist organizations in  each city 
iud in  each section” . A t the end 
of this text Trotsky arouses the 
German Communists w ith this 
warning: "There is little  time le ft”  

Trotsky attaches particular im
portance to the formation of a com
mon socialist-communist front. In  
order to measure the seriousness of 
the civ il war actions of the Trotsky 
agents i t  is necessary to particu
larly notice their exchange of let
ters w ith the assassin bands of the 
Berlin commune, called the “sec
tions of house protection” . In  Gry
lewicz’ home there was found a file 
of directives fo r the conduct of 
these murderous actions. Trotsky 
himself writes to Grylewicz that 
“ the time has come for the revolu 
tionary group, that is for ours”  and 
he remains “ w ith the best Commu
nist greetings, your Trotsky” . In  
another letter Trotsky fulminates 
against the “ Brown Pest”  and says 
to pass over to attack. The Trotsky 
group in Hamburg receives a secret 
circular on thisl occasion, “ instruc
tions concerning the actions of the 
masses.”

A fter these few extracts on the 
illegal activity of the great Bolshe
vik leader, i t  should be understood 
why M. Trotsky, in  1929 needed to 
come to Germany fo r a cure. Our 
republicans, Red Front, Reichsban- 
ner intervened' very warmly at this 
time in order to secure for him the 
right of asylum. And the Vossische 
Zeitung fo r March 16, 1929 wrote 
these very emotional lines: “ In 
Istambul, among rows of books a 
man waitsl fo r weeks, a man who 
desires a rest. Trotsky wants to 
come to Germany. And the cry in 
the entire world: he wants to live 
in Germany. A t bottom this is not 
a bad advertisement for this coun
try. He appreciates, he says, our 
physicians. This is not a bad com
pliment for our science. He be-

A petition upon behalf of Tom 
Mooney fo r a w rit of habeas Corpus 
has been filed in the D istrict Court 
of the United States for the North
ern D istrict of California, Southern 
Division at San Francisco. The 
counsel filing the petition are Frank 
I*. Walsh, New York City, John F. 
Finerty, Washington, D.C., and 
George T. Davis, San Francisco, 
Califqrnia.

Tlie basic grounds of the petition 
are four in number.

The first ground is based on the 
language of the Supreme Court in 
the Frank case, 237 U.S. 309, where 
the Court said at pages 327 and 328: 

“ In  fact such questions are pre
sented under the due process 
clause of the Fourteenth Amend
ment though sometimes discussed 
as i f  involving merely the ju ris 
diction of some court or other 
tribunal, in a larger and more ac
curate sense involve the power 
and authority of the state itself. 
The prohibition is addressed to 
tlie state; If it  be violated, it  
makes no difference in a court of 
the United States by wliat agency 
of the state this is done.”
Under this ground the petition 

alleges that the then D istrict A t
torney of San Francisco, Charles 
Fiekert, and his assistants, obtained 
the convition of Mooney by the 
knowing use of perjured testimony, 
and that the knowing use of such 
testimony by them as an agency of 
the state, constituted such misuse 
and abuse by the State of California 
of tlie process and procedure of tlie 
tria l court, as under color of line 
process and procedure, in fact and 
in law to deprive Mooney of his 
liberty without due process of law 
in violation of the Fourteenth 
Amendment of the Constitution of 
the United States.

The remaining three grounds are 
based on the language of the Su- 
reme Court of the United States in 
its recent decision in the Scottsboro 
case, Powell v. Alabama, 287 U.S. 
45, where that Court said at page 
67:

The fact that the right in
volved is of sucli a character that 
it cannot be denied without vio
lating those “ fundamental princ
iples of liberty and justice which 
lie at the base of a ll our civil and 
political institutions," (citing 
cases) is obviously one of those 
compelling considerations which 
must prevail in determining whe
ther it is embraced w ithin the due 
process clause of the Fourteenth 
Amendment.”
I t  should he understood in con

nection w ith this petition that the 
Attorney General of California, af
ter Mooney’s conviction and the dis
covery o f the Oxman perjury, im
mediately confessed error on Moon
ey’s appeal to the Supreme Court of 
i hut State, and asked that Court to 
set. aside the conviction. The Su
preme Court of California held, 
however, that under the Constitu
tion of that State the courts are 
denied the power to set aside or 
modify a judgment in a criminal 
case except for error of law in the 
proceedings of the tr ia l court, and 
canot set aside a conviction because 
of the subsequent discovery and 
proof that the evidence upon which 
the conviction was obtained was 
perjured.

F irst Appeal to U. S. Courts
i t  is tlie position of Mooney’S 

Counsel that the Federal courts 
must free Mooney unless those 
courts are w illing to hold that i t  is 
consistent w ith due process of law 
for tlie State of California, merely 
been use that State has provided no 
judicial process by which Mooney 
can be freed, to continue to impris
on Mooney for life  after that State 
has admitted Mooney’s conviction 
was obtained by perjury, and the 
perjury has been proved.

This application for a w rit of 
habeas corpus in the United States 
D istrict Court is the first attempt 
made by counsel fo r Tom Mooney 
to present the merits of the Mooney 
case to the courts of the. United 
States as distinguished from the 
local California courts.

The Case of M r. Dillinger
Our hero shoots another federal 

man, the federal men k il l another 
brace of innocent bystanders, the 
mad search goes on— with the re
sult that the newspapers gratefully 
coin a few more hundred thousands 
of dollars through their extras and 
special editions w ith which they 
have flooded the streets during the 
past few months: the Dillinger 
Period.

Now i t  is opportune for us to 
take a look at Dililnger, to examine 
and interpret this one-man crime 
wave from the Bolshevik point of 
view.

The bourgeoisie can condemn him, 
and do, a hundred times a day in 
their press. And fo r a very good 
reason. Mr. Dillinger frightens 
them; furthermore, they live in 
mortal terror lest he be apt to steal 
from them that money which they 
have in turn squeezed from the 
hides of the workers. The frantic 
appeals on the editorial page, urg
ing the whole nation to rise up 
wrathfully and destroy Mr. D illing
er, are really amusing. He is lab
eled as Public Enemy Number One, 
the greatest menace society has 
known. Help us capture this .fiend, 
you workers, for he may kidnap 
you or hold you up!

What tripe this is ! The workers 
know fu ll well who the real public 
enemies are. Compared w ith a 
Mellon, a Ford, Rockefeller, Hearst, 
the lone Dillinger ranks Scarcely 
above the pick-pockets in our mod
ern calendar of saints and sinners. 
But Dillinger has, up ’t i l  now at
least, been working the boulevards 

lieves, he says, in the virtues of our and the Gold Coasts rather than the
thermal sources, he says; “ I  am 
sick, but not to death, only let me 
meet my German physicians.” That 
M. Trotsky had not renounced1 the 
making of the world revolution 
which he always worked for w ith 
the assistance of his agents scat
tered in  every country is proved by 
the documents cited above. But 
there are also police reports in 
numerous European capitals which 
announced in the past weeks of 
numerous arrests of Trotsky agents 
in possession of considerable sums. 
Let us finish then w ith the myth of 
the poor w riter Trotsky and let 
them send this political firebrand 
into exile on an island of a distant 
ocean.

avenues and the slums. The dainty 
occupants are bawling out their 
moral indignation. Yes, Dillinger 
is expropriating the expropriators. 
But is not this exactly what we 
hope to do? Let us look a b it fu r
ther into the matter.

A High Class Bandidt 
As fa r as can be ascertained, 

Dillinger is no run-of-the-mill gang
ster. That is, Dillinger is not on 
the same level as the Capones and 
Maddens, obvious agents of the 
capitalist class, working hand in 
glove with the detective agencies, 
the A. F. of L. unions the larger in-

torneys, etc. No, we can assume 
that Dillinger preys directly on the 
capitalists, that he has never di
rectly exploited the workers by the 
breaking of a strike, the tombing of 
a dry cleaning establishment, the 
railroading of a m ilitant labor lead
er, or by performing any one of toe 
myriad little  tasks by which the 
ordinary gangsters serve their mas
ters. Dillinger is an enemy of the 
bourgeoisie.

Should we not, then, take him to 
our bosoms: “ The enemy of our en
emy is our friend.”  This, as a 
matter of fact, is the actual view 
that is held by an astounding num
ber of workers and members of the 
petty bourgeoisie. Everywhere, one 
hears the weirdest opinions of D il- 
iinger. He Is called a Robin Hood, 
a friend of the oppressed.

And nothing could be further 
from the truth, of course, than en
visaging Dillinger as a saviour, a 
frieild of the workers. True, he 
expropriates the expropriators. But 
to whose purpose? The working- 
class, or Mr. Dililnger’s own selfish 
purposes, and those of his hench
men? Dillinger robs the possess
ing class, but only in order to be
come a member of that class him
self. No worker is a whit better 
off because Dililnger has tapped the 
olden stream to the extent of one 

million.
Flower of Capitalism

To understand the rural commun
ity  from which Dillinger comes, 
plus the get-rich-quick philosophy 
which impregnated America until 
1929, is to begin to understand "Dil
linger; a somewhat unique flower 
of capitalism, one that Could attain 
growth only in the deadly competi
tion which is everywhere rife  in the 
United States.

In any case, the Dlllingers of this 
age should have no significance for 
tlie workers. I t  is very like the 
press to devote tens of millions of 
words to Dillinger, and ignore ev
ents involving tens of thousands of 
people, events such as the various 
strikes now occurring which are of 
immeasurably more importance to 
humanity than are the exploits of a 
paranoic bandit.

Let the parasites fight off their 
parasites— it  does not l i f t  the heel

dustriallsts, newspapers, judges, from our necks.
chiefs of police, bankers, states at-j — CARLOS HUDSON.



Doriot Expelled 
From French C. P.

Jacques Doriot, a leading mem
ber o f the French Communist Party, 
has been expelled, according to dis
patches in  several New York cap
ita lis t newspapers. Doriot, i t  has 
been known fo r some weeks, has 
been leading a fight in  the Central 
Committee of the French S talinist 
Party on behalf of the Leninist 
theory and practice of the united 
front. H is expulsion, expected 
daily, was apparently held up be
cause the bureau ats of the C. C. 
feared that the Party rank-and-file 
would not tolerate such action.

Record of Doriot
Doriot has for years been a lead

ing figure in  o fficial Communist 
circles. He is one of the founders 
of the Young Communist Interna
tional and a leader of the S talinist 
youth movement throughout Eu
rope. He has been a leader of the 
S talin ist fraction in  the French 
Chamber o f Deputies, where he 
once created a sensation by in tro 
ducing a resolution congratulating 
the rebellious Abd-el-Krim  for his 
victory over French im perialist 
arms in  Morocco. In  addition to 
being a Deputy, he is today Mayor 
of Saint-Denis, one of the key work
ing class d istricts of Paris.

Doriot accepted the S talin ist re
gime in  the Comintern; he de
nounced Trotsky and his comrades 
as counter-revolutionaries. N o 
doubt he, like others, waited silent
ly  in  hopes that the pressure of 
events would force a turn.

The fu tility  of such hopes is 
again clearly demonstrated. No 
greater pressure of events can be 
imagined than that which developed 
in  Germany more than a year ago. 
Fascism made its  bid fo r power, 
and the German Stalinist Party 
gave up the battle w ithout a fight. 
On the heels of this ignoble sur
render came the February days of 
Vienna.

February Events
The events of February were the 

final stimulus. In  various parts of 
the country, d is tric t and section 
organizations of the Communist and 
Socialist Parties, reacting to the 
royalist-patriotic riots, came togeth
er in  jo in t actions which, however 
incomplete and temporary, were un
questionably the firs t steps toward a 
genuine united front. Presiding 
over these jo in t actions was the 
sp irit o f the Internationalist Com
munist League of France, our com- 
rades-in-arms, the form er Le ft Op
position or “counter-revolutionary 
Trotskyites” . Indeed, the develop
ment of such actions was marked 
by a concurrent rapid rise in the 
circulation throughout France of 
La Verity o ffic ia l weekly organ of 
the League. Nor is i t  to be over
looked that the “crime” charged to 
Comrade Trotsky by the French 
bourgeoisie, fo r which he is to be 
deported, is that of sending emis
saries to the C. P. and S. P. pro
posing united defensive action, 
along Leninist lines.

C. P. Rejects United Front
I t  is an honor to Doriot that at 

th is point, in  a meeting of the C.C., 
he proposed that the Party take up 
the united fron t on a national scale, 
offering a practical, m ilitant, sin
cere program of jo in t struggle to 
a ll reform ist organizations. Hu-

munite, the S talin ist organ, sland
ered and abused him, but printed 
nothing of his remarks in  the C. C. 
meetings. The bureaucrats scurried 
about trying  to isolate him from the 
Party.

Then the news got out! Doriot 
was advocating the Leninist united 
fro n t! He was bringing “Trotsky
is t ideology’11 into the ranks of the 
S talinist organization! The rumors 
became iess vague. Two weeks ago 
La Verite, brother-organ of the M il
itan t, printed D oriot’s speech to the 
C. C. The French workers had their 
firs t opportunity to compare his 
position w ith tiia t of the spokesman 
of the S talinist clique, an irre trie v
able bureaucrat named Thorez, 
This was too much ! Expulsion was 
the sole remedy.

French Workers Begin to Act
Doriot has not delayed as did cer

tain leaders in  Germany, u n til i t  is 
too late. The news of his action is 
laid before the eyes of the whole 
French working class at a favorable 
moment. The class has drawn a 
deep breath, and has begun to act.

The entire Saint-Denis section of 
the S talinist Party of branee has 
adopted a resolution supporting 
Doriot against the S talin ist C. C.!

The significance of this fact is 
enormous. ¡Saint-Denis, which elects 
a Communist Mayor and a Commu
nist Deputy; Saint-Denis, one of the 
proudest boasts o f Stalinism in 
France; Saint-Denis where the very 
children are brought up on the poi
son of the "theory” of “ Social-Fas
cism Saint-Denis, in  organized 
ranks, fly ing  the banner of Stalin
ism s till, has stepped forward lo r 
the united fron t. The muscled hand 
of the -French working class drops 
the papier-mache bludgeon w ith 
which Stalinism “armed”  it, and 
reaches out to grasp the precise 
and effective revolutionary instru 
ment which Comrade Trotsky and 
the League of Internationalist Com
munists have been forging for i t  
these many years.

Leninist Influence Grows
Whether D oriot w ill m aintain his 

position and go forward in  his fight, 
or lose heart in  the face of the 
avalanche of slander and terrorism  
which the S talin ist bureaucrats w ill 
now loose against hira, cannot be 
foretold. H is firs t weakness is evi
denced, however, in  his silent con
sent to the dastardly physical a t
tacks made by the Stalinites upon 
members of the French League dis
tribu ting  the ir organ La Verite.

But in any case th is much is 
d ea r: the ideology of the League 
is penetrating deeply into the Stal
in is t Party of France. The prole
ta ria t o f France, led by that of 
Saint-Denis, is raising its  voice 
against its  misleaders. And because 
these misleaders w ill not answer 
hut w ill seek to strangle that voice, 
the inner struggle in  the S talinist 
ranks can mean po litica lly but one 
th in g : the growth In France and 
internationally of. the ranks of the 
Bolslievik-Leninists, the strengthen
ing and deepening of the current 
flowing toward united class action 
on immediate questions, the build
ing of new revolutionary panties 
and a new, the Fourth, Interna
tional.

The Real Significance of 
Rakovsky’s Capitulation

(From La Verite— Paris.)
The TASS agency communicates 

fo r the second time this month 
about the capitulation of. Rakovsky 
to Stalin.

We are informed from an abso
lutely authoritative source that 
matters happened in  the follow ing 
way. In  the early part of 1929 the 
old president of the Council of 
Peoples Commissars in  the Ukraine 
and the Soviet ambassador to Paris 
was deported to central Asia, Barn 
aoul, where he remained fo r more 
than five years. The OGPU encir
cled him w ith  an ever tightening 
grip. _ During the last two years, 
his w ife who1 shared his exile was 
deprived of the possibility of cor
responding w ith  her son, a young 
doctor practicing in  Paris.

A t the end of 1929 the old revo
lu tion ist made a bold attempt to 
escape and, despite unprecedented 
surveillance, he succeeded in  mak
ing his way to the fron tie r where 
he was wounded by Soviet guards.

I t  was at that time that the en
tire  world press wrote o f the sick
ness or even the death of Rakovsky. 
In  rea lity the wounded man was 
shipped to the Krem lin hospital. 
Here, despite careful treatment, a 
formidable moral pressure was 
brought to bear on him.

But Rakovsky did not yield.
H is wound hardly healed, he was 

sent back to Barnaonl and placed 
under a redoubled guard. . . . Every 
perspective was completely lost. 
Shaken by the fa ilu re  of his su
preme attempt, sick, his morale 
broken, th is 61 year old man signed 
the statement of capitulation. W hile

Rakovsky remained in Barnaoul his 
friends in the circles called “ T ro t
skyist” did not wish to, divulge 
these facts in order not to cause 
any harm to the deportee.

Now that the capitulation is con
summated these same circles con
sider i t  necessary to make known 
the true significance of Rakovsky’s 
capitulation.

Tomorrow the Soviet authorities 
w ill possibly impose upon Rakovsky 
to issue a denial of these facts. 
This w ill not be the firs t example 
of such acts by Stalin. But such 
procedure deceives no one.
Paris, A p ril 19, 1934

Statement of Non-Partisan Labor 
Defense on German Deportees

(Press Service of Non-Partisan 
Labor Defense)

An international conference of 
workers’ youth organizations met 
in  Laren, Holand on Feb. 24. I t  was 
dissolved by police and a ll foreign 
delegates were deported. Four were 
German po litica l refugees— one a 
member of the League of Commun
is t Internationalists, three members 
of the Sozlalistische Arbeiter Par- 
tei. They were delivered to H itle r’s 
border policy. No word has been 
heard of them since. I f  s till alive, 
they are surely in grave danger.

Having been informed from  
abroad of this event, our Commit
tee drew up a protest statement and 
demand fo r asylum in  Holland' fo r 
German politica l refugees. The pro
test was delivered on A p ril 17 to 
the Consulate General in  New York 
w ith a request fo r forwarding to 
Holland.

The organizations which signed 
the statement were: American 
.Workers Party, Communist League 
of America, Communist Party Op 
position, Jewish Workers Party 
( l ’oeli Zion L e ft), League fo r In 
dustrial Democracy, National Un
employed League, Provisional Com
mittee fo r Non-Partisan Labor De
fense, Spartacus Youth Clubs, 
Workers Unemployed Union of 
Greater New York, Young People's 
Socialist League of America. In  
addition, there were signatures by 
Alex Bail, E ditor of The Workers 
Age; Roger Baldw in; James P. Can
non, Editor o f The M ilita n t; Her
man Gund, General Organizer of 
the Amalgamated Food Workers 
Union; and Carlo Tresca, editor of 
11 Martello.

More signatories could have been 
obtained had i t  not been l ’or the 
need for speedy registration of the 
protest stressed by European cor
respondents. I t  is o f interest that 
in  Europe the protest movement 
embraces liberals (League o f the 
Rights of Man), Social Democratic 
parties, independent labor, parties, 
the C.P.O., the Communist In te r
nationalists, anarchists and trade 
unions (Confederation Generate du 
Travail etc.).

Two organizations approached by 
our Committee— the Socialist Party 
and the Labor Conference to Com
bat H itlerism  (chiefly the garment 
unions) declined to sign the jo in t 
protest but sent to the Dutch Am
bassador separate protests based on 
information supplied by our Com
mittee.

The Communist Party U.S.A. ig
nored our Committee’s request fo r 
its  endorsement of the protest, as 
did the National Committee fo r the 
Defense o f P o litica l Prisoners. The 
International Labor Defense ex
pressly refused endorsement. In  a 
letter of A p ril 11, Wm. L. Patterson, 
its  National Secretary, w rote:

1 am afra id . . . our presence . .. 
would force the w ithdraw al of Miss 
Fox (Secretary of the L. I .  D .) and 
others who are inclined toward her 
point o f view.”

This letter was received by our 
Committee A p ril 16. A reply was 
sent at once, pointing out that the 
I.L.D . was refusing to support an 
action ‘‘which has deservedly won 
the support of diverse elements op
posed to Fascism, and which is an 
essential part of the fight against 
H itlerism ,” and tha t whoever w ith 
holds or withdraws from the action 
must bear the responsibility fo r his 
attitude. Notice o f endorsement by 
collect telegram was urged.

On A p ril 19 a le tter came from  
Patterson deprecating the need fo r 
protest on the ground that the four 
German deportees “s till remain free 
from ja il and torture,”  and refus 
ing endorsement on the fo llow ing 
ground:

The leadership of the I.L.D . re 
gards you (the Secretary o f our 
Committee) as an enemy of the 
working class. I t  regards you as a 
provocateur, an agent of the enemy, 
desperately seeking to secure a foot
hold w ith in  the ranks of the work
ing class, in  order to better carry 
on your disruptive tactics. I t  re
gards many of those in  your united 
fron t as o f the same character.”

On A p ril 25 a le tter was sent to 
’Patterson asking the source o f his 
statement that the four deportees

are free from ja il. No answer has 
been received.

Our Committee is informed that 
the Revolutionary Socialist Party 
and the Independent Socialist Party 
of Holland have jo in tly  retained 
Attorney B. J. Stockvis o f Amster- 
dam to go to Germany fo r inform a
tion as to the fate of the deportees. 
He appears not to have obtained 
any as yet.

We are informed that the Sparta
cus Youth Clubs, the Young Peoples 
Socialist League and other labor 
youth organizations plan fu rther 
jo in t action in this matter. Our 
Committee w ill gladly cooperate in 
further action, whose need is un 
questionable.

We fu rther suggest that a ll or
ganizations which have not yet 
come in to  the protest movement 
send- statements to the Dutch Am
bassador or the local Consul. F u ll 
information on the case, and copies 
of the jo in t protest are available in  
this office. I t  should be realized 
that, whatever the Consul does “ of
fic ia lly ,”  he w ill forward a ll pro
tests. I t  is important that there 
should be many.

The parties which retained A t
torney Stockvis fo r the German trip  
ask financial aid fo r his work of 
investigation and defense. Our 
Committee w il gladly transm it 
funds to Holland and render an 
accounting to a ll contributors.

I t  is our hope that this protest 
is only the firs t of many actions 
against Fascism and capita list op
pression in which we w ill be able 
to cooperate w ith  other organiza
tions.

HERBERT SOLOW, Sec’y.
Provisional Committee fo r
Non-Partisan Labor Defense

Organization Notes

Romain Rolland 
Joins Protest

In  response to an appeal ad
dressed to him on behalf o f the four 
German youth delegates to the 
Laren Conference deported from 
Holland' to Germany, Romain Hol
land, famous w rite r and anti-Fas- 
cist, has issued a statement of pro
test against Dutch government pol
icy. The appeal was addressed to 
him in  the form  of a resolution 
adopted in  Paris on March 15 by a 
mass meeting of working class 
youth called by the youth organiz
ation of the International Commu
nist League of France (Young Bol
shevik Leninists), the Socialist 
Youth, the Socialist Student or
ganization, the anarchist youth and 
the Pupist youth organization.

“ I  respond to this call w ithout 
hesitation,” Rolland' writes. “ I t  
does not matter to me that the del
egates who were turned over to 
H itle r belong to one fraction  or 
another o f the Communist Party or 
( if  this be the case) to some other 
anti-Fascist party. In  the struggle 
against Fascism, I  refuse to dis
tinguish among its  irreconcilable 
enemies of whom I am one. We are 
a ll allies against Fascism, the com
mon enemy.

“ I  indignantly condemn the 
shameful deed of the Dutch police 
whch has made itse lf an accomplice 
of Nazi crimes by delivering up to 
the National Socialist butchers, 
free men who had sought refuge on 
the soil of Holland. I t  is an out
rage to the very honor of Holland1, 
which at one time was the country 
of heroes revolting against despot
ism, the sacred refuge of freedom” .

W hile the international protest 
movement on this case thus begins 
to draw in  its  tra in  leading examples 
o f middle-class intellectuals long 
praised by the Communist Party as 
honest friends of m ilitan t working 
class action, the C. P. itse lf s till re
fuses to raise its  voice on behalf of 
the four victims of Dutch reaction
ary policy.

As yet no inform ation has been 
obtained concerning the fate of the 
four young workers although an at
torney is conducting an investiga
tion in  Germany. Friends are asked 
to w rite  protest letters to local 
Dutch consuls.

SUBSCRIBE TO THE M ILITANT.

JOIN THE COMMUNIST LEAGUE

The League is undertaking a re
cru iting  campaign to w in uew 
members and strengthen itse lf to 
function more effectively in  the 
creation o f a uew revolutionary 
party. Gains have been made re
cently which show the v ita lity  of 
the organization and the growth of 
its  influence.

In  far-away Richmond, California, 
several workers have joined the 
League and a new branch is in  fo r
mation. A t the A tlantic sea border, 
in  Bangor, Maine, a group of com
rades decided, a fter weighing the 
position of the various currents in  
the movement, that the ir place is 
in the League. We have found new 
sympathizers in  many parts of the 
country; but i t  is im portant that 
they should now assume the duties 
and responsibilities of the organiz
ation and become members.

Onr contribution to a Leninist 
united fron t policy as shown by the 
New York May Day demonstration, 
in which we took our place in  com
mon action w ith the Socialist Party 
and the trade unions, gained for us 
the respect o f serious minded work
ers and raised new hopes in  the 
possibility of a genuine united front. 
For us this is only a beginning to
ward future actions on a sim ilar 
basis.

On the other hand the increased 
but fu tile  assaults directed against 
us by the S talinist bureaucrats, 
their attempts to break-up meetings 
on Shachtman’s tour and their phy
sical attack upon our contingent at 
the Chicago May Day demonstra
tion, shows their way of taking 
cognisance of the, gains we are mak
ing. But where they performed 
their hooligan function at the 
Shachtman meetings the result was 
new members added to our ranks.

In  the steel city of Waukegan, 111., 
a League branch, recently organ
ized, represents one of the firs t 
breaks in  the Socialist Party. Its  
active members there, deeply im 
pressed by the European events and 
disillusioned w ith  the deceptive so
cial reformism of the party to which 
they then belonged, adopted a Left
ward course. The S talin ist party 
could not a ttract them. I t  did not 
offer them the revolutionary posi
tion they sought. They joined the 
League.

The recruiting powers o f the 
League have been demonstrated by 
a good many instances. Our branch
es are preparing to take fu ll advan
tage of this fact and making ar
rangements to press the recruiting 
campaign to result in  further 
strength to the League. This is in  
harmony w ith  our course to build 
the new party. Several forces are 
heading in  that direction. The fer
ment in  the Socialist Party promises 
new forces to be added. The League 
has entered into the process devel
oping toward the new party and 
has in  fact become its  standard 
bearer. To hasten this process our 
sympathizers should take the step 
now and become members of the 
League.

The League is Growing on the 
Pacific Coast

Following successful participation 
iu various meetings in  Oakland, 
Berkely and Richmond by League 
speakers results of a positive nature 
have been obtained. New members 
have been gained. A new headquar
ters has been established at 1020 
Broadway, Oakland'. I t  has a hook 
shop w ith  considerable literature  on 
hand. M ilita n t sales reach a good 
sized bundle each week. Two study 
classes testify to the progress made 
by the League. Our second class 
consists largely of shop workers 
from the largest o il, chemical, 
smelting and auto factories iu  the 
East Bay region, a ll of them young 
native horn workers.

Some of our comrades have done 
excellent work and are very active 
in the CWA organizations. Others 
engage in  trade union work in  the 
longshoremens union, among others. 
But most notable is the accomplish
ment o f a couple of comrades in a 
nearby lumber camp some time ago.

Headlines appeared three days in 
succession in a ll Pacific Coast pa 
pers dealing w ith  the demonstra
tions in  Cam]) Marvedel and “As
serted Lynch Threat.”  A success
fu l fight had been carried on in  the 
camp fo r better conditions. During 
the absence from the camp of the 
m ajority of the men, one comrade 
who had actively led the organiza
tion of committees to carry on this 
fight, was set upon by two legion- 
aires anti a professional pugilist 
and was badly beaten. 170 out of 
the 200 workers on the ir return to 
camp forced the expulsion of 
the three thugs. M aterial improve
ments in  camp conditions, change in 
the office personnel and a greater 
solidarity of the workers clearly 
brought out the results of the good 
work done.

In  Los Angeles the S talin ist as
sault upon one of the meetings re
cently addressed by Comrade 
Shachtman served as a boomerang 
to the in itia to rs of these disgrace
fu l methods. Our branch set to 
work immediately organizing a pro
test meeting and invited the va ri
ous workers’ organizations to par
ticipate, to jo in  in  the protest and 
to defend the rig h t o f free speech 
in  the labor movement. Most of the 
organizations invited responded and 
sent the ir representatives, others 
sent resolutions to the meeting con
demning the S talinist assault. The 
protest meeting was a real success.

The Los Angeles police appear not 
at a ll convinced that there can be 
any tru th  in  the slanders calling us 
counter-revolutionists. Their actions 
show a different opinion. Two of 
our comrades were arrested for 
leaflet d istribution and got 180 days 
each. They served five days w ith 
the balance of the sentence suspend
ed. But these combined attacks 
have served to strengthen the 
branch. Our membership has in 
creased.

Truth A bout Dachau Told 
by Manchester Guardian
The European public, deeply up

set and visibly shaken by the deeds 
and policies of H itlerism , has been 
thrown again into turm oil by re
cent statements of the German press 
which describe the notorious con
centration camps as “most desirable 
and highly successful educational 
institutions for people w ith  wrong 
po litica l and social ideas” .

Among other well known publica
tions the Manchester Guardian has 
come back w ith a slashing attack 
on Nazi Germany, amply supple
mented by a blood-curdling article  of 
one of its  German correspondents 
on conditions in the Bavarian con
centration camp Dachau. The 
Dachau camp is cited by the Nazi 
papers as the peak o f the new Nazi 
educational system.

The correspondent writes that the 
camp usually houses 2,200 to 2,400 
prisoners, among them approxi
mately fifty  intellectuals, sixty re
bellious Nazis, five hundred Social
ists, two former army officers, f if 
teen foreigners, and a number of 
common crim inals. The rest are

Communists. Most o f the prisoners 
are workers. They are divided Into 
detachments of 250 to 270 people 
each ; each detachment is divided 
into five sections.

Detachment No. 7 is the so-called 
disciplinary detachment which, as 
its  name indicates, is used fo r in 
corrigibles. Detachment No. 1 is 
composed of Social-democratic and 
Communist workers, Detachment 
No. 2 of Jews only. The prisoners 
are housed in ten barracks. Incor
rig ible  prisoners, meaning those 
who refuse to tu rn  tra ito rs  to their 
cause and give im portant inside in 
formations, are confined to dark, 
wet and unlieated solitary cells. 
They are wearing heavy chains.

The guards treat the prisoners 
w ith  utmost b ru ta lity. For the 
slightest reason and often w ithout 
reason at a ll they are beaten w ith  
heavy leather whips enforced w ith  
steel and wire. The usual punish
ment is 25 to 75 lashes. I t  is a 
fixed rule to welcome Socialist and 
Communist newcomers w ith  a heavy 
beating. Other instruments are no 
less libera lly employed.

Seven rebellious H itle r storm 
troopers were so savagely treated 
by the hands of the ir former 
comrades that two o f them died. 
Other prisoners have temporarily 
lost the use of the ir limbs or are 
permanently paralyzed. The Com
munist Sepp Goetz, was shot in  cold 
blood a fter a perfunctory examina
tion had1 proved that the beating 
had made him  an incurable cripple.

More than fifty  prisoners have 
been killed, among them w ell known 
labor functionaries and political 
personalities. The correspondent 
concludes his tragic report w ith  
thU remark that he knows the names 
of nine Nazi guards who are ring
leaders and main actors in  the un
ceasing mistreatment o f the pris
oners.
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Am ier’s Uniter! Front w ith Fascists
Like burning handwriting on the 

wall, the lessons of the catastrophe 
of the German proeltariat stand 
out, clear fo r a ll to behold. For a ll, 
that is, but the Stalinists whose 
eyes are shut tigh tly  to a ll lessons, 
who have become impotent to check 
theory against practice, courses of 
action against events. There is no 
lim it to the depths of degradation 
to which such a party can sink. I t  
makes a horrible caricature of 
every policy and principle of Com
munism.

The latest b rillia n t application of 
S talinist tactics is Amter’s exposi
tion in the D aily Worker of the 
United Front from Below w ith 
fascist “ rank and file  workers” . 
The great leaders and teachers of 
our movement, faced w ith  the con
dition of an organized working class 
divided among reform ist and revo
lutionary organizations, taught the 
great value of the united front 
tactic.
Communists utilize the united fron t 
established between workers’ organ
izations, to raise the class con
sciousness of the class and to teach 
workers in the course of struggle 
the correctness of revolutionary 
policy as against the betrayals of 
reform ist policy.

#  *  *  $

Completing the Cycle of Folly
The Stalintern, fa ilin g  to grasp 

even the faintest significance of the 
united fron t policy, lost a ll posibil- 
ity  of acting as a unifying force of 
the proletariat. Instead the Stal
inists deepened' the r if t  between the 
Social Democratic and the Commu
nist workers, firs t by denouqcng as 
counter-revolutionary any attempt 
at the united fro n t; later, driven 
by events to a treacherous course 
of covering up rather than examin
ing and adm itting its  previous 
crim inal blunders, they opposed the 
M arxist united fron t w ith  the mean
ingless united fron t from  below.

This u ltim atis t tactic of demand
ing that workers break the disci
pline of their own organization to 
secure the blessings of a united 
struggle w ith  Stalinism entirely 
under its  own banner, this puerile 
caricature of dialectic thinking, 
made impossible the struggle 
against fascism and the achieving 
of Communist leadership over the 
wide masses of workers in  the 
course of struggle.

Fascism proceeded in  Germany to 
utilize the lack of proper guidance 
o f the working  class organizations 
and their sp lit ranks to make in 
roads from above— by winning over 
petty bourgeois elements threatened 
w ith pauperization, fearfu l of being 
driven down into the ranks of the 
proletariat,— and from  below— by 
attracting, th ru  demagogy and brib
ery, sections of the desperate un
employed' and the lumpenproletariat. 
The aid to fascism of treacherous 
Stalinism was rewarded-—by the 
complete annihilation o f the Com
munist P a rty !

And now in America i t  is pror 
posed that the workers pursue ex
actly the same course! Amter—  
can it  be sheer insane mockery?—  
proposes to apply the tactic that 
was intended to unite the workers 
fo r m ilitan t struggle against fas
cism, not to the organized workers, 
but to the organized fascists, the 
khaki sh irts! Finding some demor- 
aralized workers, lost forever to any 
heightening of class consciousness, 
in the ranks of organized fascism, 
tlie  Stalinists propose to w in them 
back by applying to the ranks of 
the worst enemy of the working 
class the tactic of the united fron t 
from below, the same false tactic 
that tends to drive these elements 
to fascism to begin w ith by destroy
ing the unity of the pro le ta ria t! 
The cycle of fo lly  is complete! The 
S talinist Party, having lost its  
moorings, u tte rly demoralized, be
comes incapable of distinguishing 
between the decisive layers of the 
working class and the riff-ra ff of 
society.

*  *  *  *

Petty-Bourgeois Cringing!
By this application o f the United 

front tactic the American C. P. re
veals unmistakably its  petty bour
geois character. For i t  is an in 
delible mark, to the discerning eye, 
of the same capitulatory tendency 
that caused, the German betrayal. 
Amter’s very tone— lacking com
pletely in ultim atism  and' denuncia
tion when speaking of the fascists 
that was characteristic o f the ap
proach to socialist workers— be
trays a shameful cringing.

“ We must not make the mistake” , 
says Amter in the D aily Worker 
for the whole world to read, “ that 
was proposed in  the opportunist 
slogan o f some comrades of the Ger
man C. P., ‘Smash the fascists 
wherever you meet them’ which was 
rejected by the C.C. of the C P.G.” 
But i t  is only by smashing the fas
cists at the very inception o f the ir 
movement, only by sectional strug
gles against every smallest germ of 
fascism as i t  shows itse lf, that the 
worker, joined in  a real united 
front, learn how to crush fascism 
in the major battle to come.

— JACK WEBER.



Before the Detroit Convention 
O f the Socialist Party

Tlie impending collapse of the 
German Social Democratic Party, 
shortly before H itle r’s apopintment 
to the Chancellorship of the German 
Republic, was the background to 
the lirst decision to hold a world 
congress in January 1933, of the 
Labor and Socialist International. 
The actual surrender and resultant 
breakdown of the largest and most 
influential Party in the L. S. 1. did 
not hasten this gathering but rather 
led to its postponement.

Its  sessions did not convene until 
August 1933, and not because there 
was a real desire by the leadership 
of the 2nd International to hold 
such a world gathering to take in 
ventory of the condition in which 
this movement found itself. The 
powerful reformist British Labor 
Party and the Swedish Social Dem
ocratic Party even opposed the or
iginal decision fo r the January Con
gress. In  reality not a single mem
ber of the International Bureau 
wanted the conference. I f  i t  was 
held i t  “ was due to the fact that no 
one member of the Bureau was w ill
ing to move its further postpone
ment” . In a word, the pressure in 
the ranks of a good number of the 
leading parties in the International 
forced the holding of the congress. 
That explains the unwillingness of 
any member of the International 
Bureau to take responsibility for its 
postponement.

The congress became the forum 
for tlie expression of the diversified 
views current in the movement. 
The horrible defeats of the working 
class acted as the instrument in 
raising serious doubts in the minds 
of wide strata of social democratic 
workers as to the efficacy of sociaL 
democratic theory and action. The 
leadership sensed at once that the 
congress could not meet without 
this question rising to the fore
front. I t  was clear that here was 
involved no ordinary situation. The 
defeat of the German workingclass 
was one more great test of the in 
ternational program of social de
mocracy, applied to the concrete 
revolutionary situation in that 
country. The facts were that the 
German Party suffered an inglorious 
defeat, and committed a disgraceful 
betrayal of the working class.

Leading Role of German Party
I t  was a discussion upon these 

questions the International Bureau 
feared. I t  knew that the congress, 
w illy-nilly, had to occupy itself not 
alone with the German Party and 
its leadership, but w ith the entire 
International. The German Social 
Democratic Party bore the same re
lation to the L.S.I. as does the 
Russian Communist Party in  the 
Stalinist International. I t  domin
ated the 2nd International. That is 
why a discussion on Germany, and 
the role of the Social Democratic 
Party in the crucial situation meaht 
unavoidably a discussion on the 
whole international course of social 
democracy. Yet the Bureav( could 
not avoid the congress fo r fear of 
a world wide inner revolt which 
would disrupt its ranks. The con
gress then became the means of 
stemming the obvious leftward 
trend of large sections of social 
democratic workers.

In order to understand the con 
gress i t  is necessary to turn briefly 
to the executive session of the Bu
reau. In  his pamphlet “ The Strug
gle fo r Revolutionary Socialism” , 
Heinrich Erlich, one of the leaders 
of the Polish Bund, describes vivid
ly the character of this meeting. 
He says: “When tfcvGsession of the 
Executive Committee was called, 
there was not a member on the Ex- 
ecutvie who had the least desire to 
discuss the past, particularly the 
German past” .

Naturally! An effort was made to 
discuss only the future without ref
erence to the past. That effort was 
in no sense realized. The discus
sion, at the Executive Committee 
and at the conference centered about 
Germany. A ll ideas, plans, c r it i
cisms and defences developed out 
of that discussion. But in  general, 
litt le  discussion took place. The 
only Criticism made of the course 
pursued by the German Social De
mocracy came from the Polish Bund 
which attempted to draw some les
sons from the catastrophic events. 
According to Ehrlich, in the Execu
tive Session, Otto Weis, the leader 
o f the German S.D.P., spoke with 
an aim of eliciting sympathy for his 
party and for himself. “ There 
wasn’t  a trace of his former self- 
assurance. He was ready to admit 
that the toleration policy was a 
mistake. . .”  In  the conference, re
cords show that the greatest num
ber of participants in discussions, 
were the critics of the line of the 
L. S. I.
Weis Defends Policy in Germany
In  the Congress Weis changed his 

attitude entirely. He spoke sharp
ly  and vigorously as of old. He ad
mitted nothing and defended every
thing. We refer to Ehrlich’s de
scription of his speech at the con
gress:

“This speech was unlike the one 
he delivered at the Executive. 
There, he spoke as a broken down 
man, (!)  as one conscious of his

2. The Paris Conference 
O f the 2nd International

guilt, although without courage to 
admit if, as qpe who tries to explain 
away instead of defending hs ac
tions. At the executive session, 
Weis realized that he was address
ing members of the International 
only.

"In  his speech at the conference, 
however, he was surer of himself. 
He took the offensive. He thought 
it necessary at this conference to 
'cast aside the accusations’ that the 
German Social Democracy was not 
nationalistic enough, that i t  had not 
shown sufficient interest in the 
German nation. In short, speaking 
at he did, Weis had his German 
mdienee in mind rather than the 
audience of the conference.

“ I t  was a liarrowng speech. In- 
euleutly my gaze fe ll on the French 
delegate Marquet (representing the 
extreme right wing of the French 
Party, now split from i t  and form
ing the Neo-Socialist party in 
France— A.G.3. With his charac
terisin' smile, he listened to Weis. 
Marquet himself hasn’t  too great a 
belief in internationalism. What a 
joy it must have been to him to lis
ten to the nationalistic utterances 
of Weis” .

Graphic enough! The great ma
jo rity  of delegates at the Congress 
represented the same point of view 
as Weis presented to them. In a 
word, International Social Demo
cracy reiterated its policy of re
formism, coalition governments, the 
theory of the "lesser evil” , extreme 
nationalism, and a whole series of 
downright reactionary policies that 
were given expression by other del
egations.

The report of Weis on the Ger
man situation more or less marked 
off the sides in the conference. Out 
of the report there naturally arose 
a discussion on the policies pursued 
there, and breaking beyond the con
fines of Germany, took up the whole 
course of the International. There 
were three points on the Congress 
agenda : (1) The struggle for pow
er; (2) The struggle against war; 
and (3) The unity of the working 
class. Around each one of these a 
conflict broke out between those de
manding adherence to the old poli
cies, a continuation of the past and 
a small group demanding a; break 
with the policies of the past. The 
lineup appeared as follows: The ex
treme right wing making up the 
majority of the Congress and1 led by 
the German delegation, the British 
Labor Party, the Scandinavian del
egates and part of the French dele
gation. A center group led by Ad
ler and Bauer, which always suc
cumbed to the pressure from the 
right wing. And finally the left 
wing of the Congress led by the 
Polish Bund and supported by dele
gates of the French Party, the Ita l
ian Party, and paradoxically en
ough, the majority of the American 
delegation.

Polish llund Leads Fight
The victories of Fascism forced 

the Congress to consider, under the 
discussion of the first point on the 
agenda, the validity of the policy of 
reform. The Polish Bund led the 
fight against the old point of yiew 
and presented the new position that 
is becoming current w ith the numer
ous left groupings in the Socialist 
movement.

That view calls for an end of the 
policy of reform and states that 
the only possible means for a vic
tory against capitalism lies through 
the destruction of the capitalist 
state and the establishment of “ the 
dictatorship of the revolutionary 
party ( ! )  during the period of So
cialist construction” This position, 
however, was by no means the 
dominant one. Reformism is all 
powerful in the 2nd Internatonal. 
Listen to the speech of the Danish 
Delegate, Andersen, who declared at 
the conference th a t: “ I t  would be 
very unfortunate if  the workers as 
a result of our discussions, would 
gather the impression that recent 
events compel us to seek new ways 
( !)  and new methods ( !) fo r car
rying on our struggle. I  should like 
to warn against the statements 
made here to the effect thaj the 
German events mean the end andl 
bankruptcy of reformism. I t  is one 
of those slogans that result in dan
gerous illusions and leads to dang
erous generalizations” .

Vougt, the delegate from Sweden, 
voiced similar sentiments: “ I f  the 
International wants to succeed i t  
must openly and unequivocally 
state, regardless of a ll theories des
tined for the fa r distant future, 
that we defend democracy, the free
dom of nations. We do not want a 
proletarian dictatorship. We want 
to preserve the democratic institu
tions. . . Let us discuss the con
quest of power, but let us ta lk  less 
about how to go about making revo
lutions When the International w ill 
appeal to the League of Nations fo r 
peace and! freedom, for the struggle 
against war, fo r the defense of 
democracy, its purpose w ill be clear

ly understood, and its power w ill be 
manifest” .

The conference discussed all 
three points on the agenda as one. 
There were no lim its to the sub
jects argued at one time, and the 
discussion drifted in such a manner. 
The majority resolution ol’ the con
ference did not, as the minority 
claims, fa il to give definite state
ments on their position. The reso
lution reiterated the position of re
formism. I t  did so on a ll questions. 
There was one slight change. The 
resolution declared that in those 
countries where fascism was in 
power it  would be necessary to em
ploy "revolutionary means”  to bring 
about its overthrow. But by no 
means should the working class em
ploy revolutionary means in the 
"democratic” countries!

Right Wing Dominates Congress
So much did the Right Wing dom

inate the Congress that even the 
weak-kneed efforts of Bauer to state 
simple truths failed of their pur
pose. Thus the following clause 
was stricken from the original draft 
of the resolution: “ The German 
democracy of the future w ill either 
be .Socialist or not come into exist
ence. In the Fascist countries the 
goal of the revolutionary struggles 
must not be the return to bourgeois 
democracy but the conquest of So
cialist Democracy” Criticisms of 
the League of Nations were stricken 
out. Affirmation of disarmament 
conferences as a means of prevent
ing war was included. The Right 
wing insisted upon the deletion of 
the following: “The International 
w ill oppose by all its means any 
aggression against the Soviet Union. 
It denounces once more the banditry 
of Japanese imperialism against the 
Chinese revolution! and the menace 
which Japan is creating on the Eas
tern frontier of Russia. I t  denounc
es the pitiable failure of the policies 
of the League of Nations in the 
presence of these dangers” .

The "M arxist” Bauer, who then 
sharply criticized the German Social 
Democracy, only to prepare the 
same fate for the Austrian proletar
iat, withdrew everytime the Right 
Wing made its  demand. The ma
jo rity  resolution in its accepted 
form, continued to endorse social 
democratic policy as we have known 
it  to be: rejection of the revolution
ary struggle for power, the proletar
ian dictatorship, the Soviet system, 
and reiterated its reformist policy. 
Just as Stalinism has not learned 
a single lesson from -the events of 
the past years, the Labor and So
cialist International sim ilarly pre
pares continuation of a course that 
has brought disaster to the interna
tional working class. By its asser
tion of the class collaborationist 
policy, pursued now for more than 
a decade, and the promise to contin
ue a nationalist course, there is not 
the slightest hope in this organiza
tion.

Resolution of Polish Bund
Contrasted to this was the resolu

tion presented by the Polish Bund 
and supported in a ll by 18 of 300 
delegates. This resolution repre
sented the le ft current at the Con
gress. As pointed out previously, 
it was inevitable that any serious 
conflict on fundamental questions 
within the Socialist movement had 
to revolve around the question of 
the state and the struggle fo r pow
er. This is the point of departure 
of the Bund resolution.

I t  says fo r example: “The Ger
man events condemn at one and the 
same time the failure of the Com
munist policy of division ( it  should 
read Stalinist— A.G.) and the re
formist policy of Socialism” . Fur
ther : “ The Conference declares that 
i t  is not the task of the Socialist 
parties to attempt to straighten out 
the capitalist world or even to col
laborate in such attempts. I t  de
clares on the contrary that by what
ever means ( !) they are going to 
achieve power they must not secure 
the exercise of power w ithin the 
structure of the capitalist regime 
but must utilize power in  order to 
destroy the bourgeois state and in
stall the dictatorship of the revolu
tionary party (not the proletariat—  
A.G.) during the period of Social
ist construction” .

Again: “ I t  is evident that the 
working class w ill defend energet
ically its democratic achievements 
against all reactionary attempts but 
the struggle against Fascism cannot 
have as its goal the maintenance or 
re-establishment of bourgeois demo
cracy which is based on economic 
inequality but that of constructing 
a real Socialist democracy . . .  i t  is 
necessary that the working class be
gins to prepare at once for a strug
gle by a ll the means ( ! )  which may 
secure victory” . Asserting the need 
to struggle against the crisis, to 
work out plans| to win the middle 
class, expressing lack of confidence 
in the League of Nations, the Dis
armament Conference, the Economic 
Conference, and concluding that 
only the working class alone can 
struggle against Fascism, War and1 
the crisis, the resolution ends. The 
resolution was signed by two Bund, 
two French, two Italian, one Es
tonian, one Belgian and four Amer

ican delegates. Six additional votes 
were registered for it  in the Con
gress. Thus almost the entire Con
gress of 300 delegates supported the 
reactionary right wing.

Left Wing Confuses Issues 
I t  is clear that in August 1933, 

the lines of difference in the L.S.I. 
were first beginning as a result of 
the German events. They were des
tined to grow sharper and clearer. 
But then, there was s till a great 
deal of confusion. The Polish Bund 
always represented the 2 i Interna
tional tendency and i t  needed only 
the Gtrinan situation to force i t  
into the open once more and reaf
firm a position it  has had for some 
time. Even so, the “ left wing” re
solution is marked by confusion, 
and by a failure to draw correct 
lessons from their analysis. The 
bulk of the congress and that in 
eludes the largest and most influ
ential parties in the L.S.I. asserts 
the policy that has been pursued by 
Social Democracy for manj) years, 
the policy that led to heavy sacri
fices and defeats of the world prole
tariat.

« *  *  *

Since the time the congress was 
held new events have served to in
crease the discussion in the Social 
Democratic movement on the funda
mental policies followed by it. The 
growth of Fascism reached a new 
height in its victory over Social 
Democracy in Austria. The armed 
struggle of the Austrian workers, 
who fought in defense, at a time 
when i t  was too late, has provoked 
new doubts in the minds of many 
social democratic workers. The de
cisions of the Congress in August 
1933, when social democracy, fo l
lowing the defeat in Germany, re
affirmed the defense of bourgeois 
democracy, and declined to adopt a 
policy of revolutionary struggle for 
power with the aim of destroying the 
capitalist state and substituting for 
it  the proletarian, received another 
blow in Austria. The continued rise 
of Fascism in every European coun
try  forces to a head the disputes 
over fundamental questions revolv
ing around the fate of society and 
the working class. Thousands of 
social democratic workers are re
ceiving new and practical instruc
tions in the character of the state, 
democracy and the struggle for 
power. They are learning, and1 rap
idly, too, that reformism has tied 
their hands and made them easy 
victims of capitalist oppression. 
The leftward movements in the 2nd 
International arc therefore to be 
sought in the events of the last year 
and a half.

Left Tendencies Grow
Since August, the le ft tendencies 

have 'grown throughout the L.S.I. 
The Polish Socialist Party accepted 
a resolution at its congress endors
ing "a proletarian dictatorship of 
workers and peasants” . Left tend
encies and groupings exist in almost 
every party in the International. 
The Spanish youth organization has 
declared itself for the Fourth Inter
national. '1,’he youth organizations 
of Poland, Belgium, 1-ranee and the 
United States also move rapidly to 
the left on a number of very impor
tant questions. In  Paris, the Right 
wing dominated completely. Un
doubtedly i f  a congress were held 
now, I here would be a different re
lation of forces.

The Polish Bund, we said above, 
did not really move toward the left. 
I t  reaffirmed, in reality a position 
it  has had for some time. While it  
demands a break w ith reformism, 
it does not lend to clarity. I t  is 
confused on the questions of the 
struggle for power and the proletar
ian state. I t  deliberately confuses 
Stalinism with Bolshevism, as do all 
neo-Marxists. That is why i t  speaks 
against both, Communism ( ! ) and 
Social Reformism. And in its place? 
i t  demands "Revolutionary Social
ism” , “ Marxian Socialism” . But 
Revolutionary Socialism, Marxian 
Socialism, is the quintessence of 
Bolshevism. The fundamentals of 
Marxism are contained in the deci
sions of the early congresses of the 
Communist International.

I t  is not as i f  we are beginning 
anew. The revolutionary-movement 
has already passed through the war 
years. I t  has already experienced 
the betrayal of social democracy 
when it  came to the support of im
perialist capitalism w ith  the out
break of the war, up to the present 
day. And the “ left wing”  today has 
not expressed a single new thought. 
I t  has expressed only half truths 
and confusion. One does not need 
to investigate ( ! ) the different ways 
and means to take power. Revolu
tionary means ( ! )  in Fascist coun
tries and the old ways in democratic 
countries can only prepare more 
defeats for the working class. You 
must say very openly and clearly 
that the road1 to power lies through 
the armed assault of the working 
class upon the whole structure of 
capitalism, to transform the social 
order. I t  means the destruction of 
the capitalist state and the estab
lishment of the proletarian dicta
torship, which serves as the transi
tional power of the working class, 
in the erection of the classless so
ciety. This is fundamentaL There 
is no other way !

And so i t  is w ith a whole series 
of questions: the Soviet system, the 
struggle in the trade unions, against 
the crisis, against war, the libera
tion of the colonial peoples, etc. 
We do not demand that the left

A  Critical Analysis of the 
American Workers Party

Editor’s Note—  The following 
is the first of a series of articles 
contributed to the discussion of 
the movement for a new party by 
Felix Morrow.

*  *  *  *

To a ll who look upon the building 
of a new revolutionary party and 
International as the p r i m a r y  
task today, the evolution of the 
American Workers Party is of ser
ious import. For here is a group, 
of undoubted seriousness of purpose, 
almost a ll of whom have come from 
the Conference fo r Progressive 
Labor Action with some training 
in mass work, and who have come 
out as a revolutionary organization. 
No one could seriously have ex 
pected, of course, that such a group, 
w ith no experience in party life  and 
thought, and so new to the revolu
tionary road, should overnight de
velop revolutionary c la rity ; Bolshe
viks are certainly not made at such 
short notice. Serious gaps in the 
political equipment of the A.W.P. 
were to be expected. The important 
question is whether, after a period 
of amorphous evolution, the Ameri
can Workers Party w ill take to the 
road for a new party and interna
tional.

Three closely related tendencies 
stand between the A.W.l’. and. the 
new road. I  shall summarize these 
tendencies, including the form they 
take in the Program of the A^W.P., 
and then suggest the latest light 
thrown on them, by the A.W.P. pub
lic lecture-conferences in New York 
on A pril 14, 15, 21, 22.

I
The Past of the A.W.P.

The A.W.P. is proud of its ‘‘origin 
in action” in  the Conference for 
Progressive Labor Action. While

past, i t  is also a reformist past. 
The sharpest theoretical clarity is 
necessary to distinguish between 
the useful heritage and its reform
ist nature. A  break with this re
formist past is necessary. In  view 
of the A.W.P.’s proud boasts about 
its origins, and its insufficiently 
critical analysis of its past reform
ism (see Chapter IV  of the Pro
gram), one is constrained to say 
that the A.W.P. stands more in 
danger of reformist hangovers than 
I t  is of losing any useful elements 
of its past. A  glance at its history 
w ill make this clear enough.

Beginning, in 1929, as an organiz
ation of trade-union progressives, 
the Conference for Progressive La
bor Action won a certain amount of 
success, due to the facF that the 
Communist Party had launched i t 
self on its dual unionism, while the 
Socialist Party had long capitulated1 
to the A. F. of L. leadership. Po
litically, the C.P.L.A. was reform
ist ; in advocating independent po
litica l action fo r labor, i t  was little  
further advanced than the unions 
which in 1924 declared for La Fol- 
lette. Even when i t  began evolving 
more m ilitant trade union policies, 
building rank and file oppositions, 
and branched out into the unem
ployed movement, the C.P.L.A. re
mained definitely reformist in poli
tics. Nor was there further clarity 
in the declaration of the September, 
1932 convention which made the 
C.P.L.A. into a political organiza
tion, fo r the criticism of the Social
ist and Communist parties was lim 
ited to their mass work, and in  no 
way was linked up w ith political 
fundamentals. Its  declaration that 
i t  aimed “ to abolish, not to reform, 
the capitalist system” , was only re
peated the other day by the right- 
wing Farmer-Labor Party of Min
nesota. For the C.P.L.A., the con
crete meaning of the phrase ap
peared to be, not evolution toward 
a revolutionary workers party, but 
a reformist Farmer-Labor party.

I.THe Political Evolution 
O f the C .P .L .A .

The year after the 1932 convention 
the leaders of the C.P.L.A. were in 
the Farmer-Labor Federation. Pre
sumably that was their idea, then, 
of the way to “ abolish” capitalism.

December Conference
Then came the Roosevelt program 

of “ planned” capitalism, w ith its 
repercussions in the labor move
ment. I t  deflated the right wing 
in the Socialist Party— for Roose
velt’s was their program. The m ili 
tants, Muste’s former allies, now 
began to come to the fore, talking 
like so many “ Musteites” about 
militancy in the labor unionsi and 
unemployed work, reaching the 
workers, etc. Asl their strength 
grew, the militants did not fa il to 
point out that i f  militancy was de
sired', the way to get i t  was to win 
the 8. P., as they were doing, not 
to set up one’s own sect. The nec
essity of distinguishing themselves 
from the Socialists in more signifi
cant terms than militancy became 
apparent in the C.P.L.A. Nor could 
leftward-moving centrists close 
their eyes any longer to the essen
tia lly reformist character of farm 
er-laborism. In  December, 1933 the 
C.P.L.A. convention decided to build 
the American Workers Party. A ll 
C.P.L.A. members automatically be
came members of the A.W.P.

A t no time— including the 1933 
convention resolutions —  bad the 
C.P.L.A. made the decisive distinc
tions between reform ana revolu
tion. Throughout this period the 
case against the Socialist and Com
munist parties had never been put

there is much that is useful in  this jn  political terms; always the quar
re l on the level of day-to-day work. 
Not until the Program of the A.W. 
P., published early in 1934 (written 
with the assistance of revolutionary 
intellectuals with no C.P.L.A. back
ground) does there begin the first 
criticisms of the Socialist Party in 
terms of its reformism, and even 
here the talk is mainly of its mass 
work (see Chapters I I I  aud IV ). 
I t  is true, as Sidney Hook says, 
that the theory of the state is the 
touchstone of a party’s nature; it  
is true that the Program (plus fa r
ther statements by AAV.P. leaders) 
approaches the Marxist theory of 
the state (though i t  contains omin
ous omissions and ambiguities—  
role of Soviets before taking power, 
armed insurrection, the ambiguous 
formula of workers’ democracy sub
stituted for the Marxist formula, 
dictatorship of the proletariat).

Further Analysis Needed
There must be a period of thor

ough theoretical discussion and 
analysis, in order to see whether 
the rest of the Program, and' par
ticularly what the A.W.P. brings 
over from the C.P.L.A., is actually 
in consonance w ith Marxism. The 
mere presence of the class theory 
of the state does not guarantee the 
rest, certainly not when the intro
duction of the theory of the state 
is of so recent origin. No revolu
tionary but is gratified that the 
A.W.P. leaders who were a year ago 
preparing to build a Farmer-Labor 
Federation now are speaking in 
revolutionary terms; but such a 
volte-face reveals a gross empiri
cism which must be overcome by 
theoretical discussion and training. 
Clear formulation of fundamental 
principles is a necessity at this 
point. By a ll means let us be “ flex
ible”  in the application of our 
principles. But le t us first have 
principles to be flexible about.

In  the ligh t of what has been 
said, one of the most disturbing as
pects of the A.W.P. conferences

wing groupings in the 2nd Interna
tional at once accept a fu ll commu
nist program. We do point out, 
however, that when the Polish Bund 
declares at the Paris Congress that 
the working class must seek new 
ways and break: w ith  “ Communism 
and reformism” , that i t  lends to 
confusion and not clarity.

Perspectives of the Fight
As the struggle develops, natur

ally, a greater clarity w ill be ach
ieved. For the moment however, 
the struggle is s till in its early 
stages. The numerous groups that 
exist a ll over the world, w ill begin 
to find their centers. There w ill be 
a great deal of back-sliding, no 
doubt. But the genuine left wing 
movement w ill also find its center 
and its path.

Such is the background to the 
present situation in the Socialist 
International and in the American 
party. The pressure of events s 
driving great sections of the social
ist workers to the left. The moods 
of these workers drives many lead
ers to the left— some genuinely, the 
majority, as experience has shown, 
only to head off a real break with 
the past and to decapitate the move
ment.

Out of the Paris conference, the 
groupings and tendencies have be

come more active and seek one com
mon level on the basis of a clarifica
tion of the issues involved. True 
revolutionaries w ill seek to help 
these left groupings and tendencies 
to find the proper road. The Bol
shevik-1, eninists w ill endeavor to 
help in the education of the work
ers. I t  w ill be necessary to demon
strate to them, that upon the basis 
of the struggles they are engaged 
in, only one possible outcome ex
ists. Either a complete break with 
reformism and the 2nd Internation
al or else capitulation to it. On the 
basis of such a break, i t  w ill be im
possible fo r these workers to go to 
Stalinism, which deserves the same 
fate as reformism. These forces 
now in the Socialist International 
must participate in the movement 
to reorganize the ranks of the in
ternational proletariat. In  other 
words i t  must participate in the 
construction of the Fourth Interna
tional.

The general background of the 
groupings in the American Socialist 
Party lies in the International Con
gress. On the basis of an under
standing of the situation in the In 
ternational, which grew out of 
world-shaping events, we shall be 
able to understand the situation in 
the American Party.

ALBERT GLOTZER.

were the many examples of con
tempt for theory or minimizing of 
the role of theory. There is no 
subtler way of blurring the distinc
tion between reform and revolution 
than by shying away from funda
mental theoretical discussion. In  
reformist parties, centrists express 
their discontent by talking action; 
tlie militants in the S. P. exemplify 
this mood. In revolutionary parties 
ir parties gravitating to a revolu
tionary position, centrists pooh-pooh 
"too much theoretical discussion” , 
or by emphasis on events or mass 
action denigrate the role of theory 
and party. At the conferences, the 
most ambitious, and the most re
vealing example of this was J. B. S. 
Hardman’s discussion of the Rus
sian Revolution.

The Role of the Party
Hardman built up a picture of the 

Bolshevik party playing no decisive 
role in tlie revolution: “ Only the 
minority (of the Central Commit
tee) carried out the insurrection: 
the majority was against i t ” . ‘‘For 
a quarter of a century the Russian 
workingclass did things rather than 
discuss. Fortunately nearly a ll its 
leaders had nothing to do w ith  the 
revolution. Most of them were em
igres, and at the crucial moment 
ilie leaders were in Finland” . He 
held out as most significant the gap 
between Russian feudal government 
and its growing capitalist industry, 
contrasting it  w ith the close nexus 
between) industry and government 
in America. Thus, said Hardman, 
our problem in America is very 
different than the Russian. (He 
could say this, of course, only by 
ignoring the gap in America be
tween industry and government on 
the one hand and the productive 
forces on the other.) So, said 
Hardman, the Russian Revolution 
gives “ at best only certain lessons" 
(unspecified). By making what 
were actually strategy and purpos
ive action carried through by the 
Bolshevik party, into blind history, 
Hardman is able to dismiss as pe
culiar and local events which were 
actually the resultants of fundamen
tal principles of revolutionary 
strategy. That Hardman did not 
boldly enunciate which fundamen
tal principles he dismisses— this is 
also typical of centrist ambiguity; 
Hardman is simply reserving in ad
vance “ the right”  to differ, when
ever a fundamental issue becomes 
crucial. A keen observer once put 
Hardman’s case aptly. “ He’s trying 
to make a philosophy out of com
monplaces : don’t  be dogmatic, be 
realistjc, let’s be sensible, etc. etc.”  
Everything is there, in fact, except 
a theoretical foundation.

“Too Much Better”
The conferences supplied other 

illuminating examples. Answering 
the charge that the A.W.P. was in 
danger of a ll the pitfalls of the 
ross empiricism characteristic of 

the whole history of the American 
labor movement, V. F. Galverton 
said: “ The Socialist Labor Party 
shows what too much theory can 
lead to. Its theory is so perfect, i t  
can’t move” . I t  was a good joke 
and got the laughs— but revealed a 
true Philistine’s attitude toward 
theory, as i f  to say, “A litt le  of i t  
is a ll right in its place. But— ” . 
Walter Edwin Peck evidenced the 
centrist’s fearful hate fo r theory: 
“Radicals have been analysing the 
world as they saw it, but they had 
metaphysics on their mind. We 
have been trying to sell the workers 
Hegel and Saint Karl. What was 
he power of the I.W.W.? Because 

it didn’t sell workers any philoso
phy” . Then, most innocently. Peck 
went on to say that the IjW.W. 
“ was killed by prosperity” . He 
could1 scarcely be expected to un
derstand that this meant they had 
no adequate philosophy!

George Schuyler even embar
rassed* his own comrades w ith the 
assertion: “Marx hasn't got any
thing to do w ith the U. S. We don’t 
have to borrow any European phil
osophy” .

Not every spokesman of the A.W. 
P. so denigrates theory, of course; 
but what do they do in the face of 
this tendency which has to be 
fought as uncompromisingly as out
right reformism? So fa r as I  could! 
see, a ll they do is grin embarrassed- 
ly when their comrades make assee 
of themselves.

— FE LIX  MORROW.
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E D I T O R I A L
Needed Now: A New Defence 

Organization
k NE of the most promising developments in recent 

days has been the activity displayed by the Pro
visional Committee for Non-Partisan Labor Defense 
and the hearty acclaim which has greeted its in itia 
tive in numerous circles of the progressive labor 
movement. The profound impulse of the m ilitant 
workers to get together for a common fight against 
reaction, which was the driving power behind the 
great May Day demonstration at Madison Square, is 
expressing itself also in this response to the move
ment for a union of forces in the field of labor de
fense.

There is both a reason and a necessity fo r these 
manifestations. W ith the fearful examples of Europe 
before them, w ith the terrible threat of war and 
fascist reaction menacing the world, the need of 
solidarity in action becomes ever more imperious. 
The great idea of the united front is making its way 
in spite of everything. I t  can and must be realized 
on the labor defense front without delay.

A  significant aspect of the Provisional Committee 
is the presence in  its composition of a number of 
people who in the past have been prominently identi
fied w ith  the work of defense organizations in ad
ministrative, publicity and executive capacities. This, 
taken together w ith the active cooperation of experi
enced militants of various organizations which the 
in itia ting  group has already enlisted, constitutes a 
certain assurance (hat the task as well as the way 
to accomplish i t  is understood.

This confidence has been further reenforced by 
the efficient handling of the Bellussi case and the 
protest movement for the four young German Com
munists who were handed over to the H itle r police 
by the Dutch authorities. The work done in these 
instances is now to be followed by the organization 
of a movement in behalf of the imprisoned hotel 
strike pickets, Robins and Gras, who have entrusted 
their case to the Provisional Committee. The method 
pursued by the Provisional Committee— directly or
ganizing concrete defense activities while simultan
eously negotiating w ith other organizations to broaden 
the base of the movement— strikes us as the correct 
and business-like way to proceed. Patently, the 
formation of a real defense organization on a firm 
foundation is in the making.

I t  is high time. The strangulation of the I.L.D. 
by the Stalinist adventurers has long since passed

the point where the possibility of reforming this 
organization could lie seriously debated among work
ing class m ilitants whose eyes are open and whose 
beaus are in working order. After the treacherous 
sabotage in the cases of Morgenstern and Goodman, 
Iiellussl, the marine workers and many others; after 
the miserable bungling and complete disorganization 
of tlio Mooney movement; after the cynical prosti
tution of the l.L.D. to the factional needs of the 
clique of Stalinist bureaucrats serving private inter
ests and not the interests of the class or the class 
wttr firisoners— after all this, the question has become 
clear beyond all dispute: a new defense organization 
is an impost ponable necessity.

in  our opinion the new organization should not 
represent a system of committees but a solid organ
ization based on individual members assembled into 
permanent branches; labor organizations of every 
kind, sympathetic to the aims and purposes of the 
movement, should be affiliated collectively. In  its 
att it ude toward class war prisoners and other victims 
of capitalist persecution, at home and abroad, the 
new defense body should be honestly non-partisan, 
defending them against the class enemy without 
conditions and providing material aid without any 
strings attached to it. A t the same time, the Non- 
Partisan Labor Defense, organization should be m ili- 
lant in its policy and should proceed in a ll its activ
ities from the standpoint of the class struggle.

The composition of the new organization, in its 
leading bodies as well as in its  branches, ought to 
represent a coalition of a ll the honest, progressive 
and m ilitant forces, in the labor movement and sym
pathetic to it, who are w illing and able to cooperate 
loyally in the fight against reactionary persecution. 
Communists, socialists, anarchists, syndicalists and 
trade unionists—-they a ll should band together in the 
defense of the rights of the workers and their organ
izations. The new defense organization can become 
the medium for such a united front. A t any rate i t  
should strive to do so.

Much depends on it. An honest defense organiza
tion. conscientiously carrying out in practice the 
policy of tlie united front, w ill be a support to the 
labor movement as a whole and a star of hope to the 
individual victims of reaction. In  addition, i t  can 
set an example which w ill stimulate the formation 
of the united front of the workers in other fields of 
si niggle.

Let us hope that the near future w ill see the 
consummation of the program of the Provisional 
Committee and the definite launching of a new or
ganization for non-partisan labor defense. — J. P. C,

Crime and Economics

Starving M en Steal
In Buffalo, New York, a young 

unemployed worker is shot dead for 
taking a loaf of bread. In Chicago, 
three Negro workers are killed for 
participating in a protest demon
station against eviction. In  New 
York City scores of men have been 
beaten and jailed for demanding 
adequate relief. A ll over America 
in 1033-—in Los Angeles, Detroit, 
Minneapolis, Philadelphia— tens of 
thousands of unemployed workers 
have been given ja il sentences for 
stealing food, clothing, money.

As the depression deepens i t  is 
evident that the crime wave grows 
in intensity. Even a cursory exam
ination of the latest criminal stat
istics w ill disclose the fact that the 
vast majority of ermes are petty 
crimes against property. The rea
son for this is not hard to find; the 
fountain head for the overwhelm
ing majority of all crime is poverty 
and want. I t  is not the well-to-do, 
the big bourgeoisie, who suffer from 
want of food and clothing; i t  is the 
workers and the lower stratum of 
the petty bourgoisie— the declassed, 
the dispossessed.

Petty crime, then, has a class 
basis. I t  arises from the worker’s 
fight fo r life. I t  is on a different 
class basis than is gangsterism, fo r 
instance, which arises from bour
geois greed (in Chicago, for just 
one example, where has been traced 
the connecting links binding togeth
er the gangsters, Capone, Madden, 
O’Donnell, Durkin, etc.; the Pinker
ton and' Burns Detective Agency; 
the A. F. of L. trades unions, Tim 
Murphy and other leaders; the In 
ternational Harvester Company, the 
Chicago Tribune and other manu
facturers and newspapers; the judg
es, chiefs of police, aldermen, bank
ers such as Melvin Traylor, insu ll; 
City corporation counsels such as 
Ettleson, state’s attorneys, etc.)

Prison Statistics
A  surveyal of penal justice in  the 

United States, and the penal code 
as i t  is functioning today, enables 
one to draw some interesting con
clusions. Let us look at the follow
ing statistics, which indicate how 
crime increases in direct proportion 
as the proletariat becomes increas
ingly impoverished. Here is the 
prison census for seven years, the 
figures being taken from the U. S. 
Bureau of the Census covering State 
and Federal Prisons and Reforma-
tories :

1926 . . . ......................  91,669
1927 . . .
1928 . . .
1929 . . .
1930 . . . ...................... 120,496
1931 . . . ...................... 129,050
1932 . . . ........................ 137,516
1933 . . . .
Isn’t  i t  obvious that our American

school of criminology, with its cruel 
sentences, its fantastic ja ils and 
Jailors, its unrealsitic outlook, has 
not been able to lessen crime. On 
the contrary, America has arrived 
at a morass of vice which increases 
yearly w ith frightening speed. The 
stark truth is, of course, that noth
ing can ever be done to combat 
crime so long as capitalism reigns; 
for as capitalism cannot guarantee 
that no ona w ill starve, i t  can not

reach the basis of crime. The 
swampy soil of crime is the econo
mic poverty of the masses which 
leads to their intellectual and moral 
poverty. Abolish want and starva
tion and you stirke directly at the 
roots of 90% of the crimes that are 
committed daily. Abolish poverty 
by socializing wealth so that none 
of us need go hungry or unclothed 
— then w ill you see crime disap
pear as does fog under the noonday 
sun.

In 1932 and 1933 the following 
Part 1 offences were known to the 
police of this country: 

Non-negligent Negligent Rape 
Mn n-slaughler Man-slaughter

1932 3,230 2,015 2,806
1933 3,514 2,285 2,922

Robery Burglary Larceny Auto
theft

1932 51,067 179,572 331,327 171,103
1933 50,719 187,583 374,662 158,508 

In 1932 there were, then, 741,120
known Part I  crimes, of which 722,- 
069, or 98.8% were crimes against 
property.

In 1933, despite vast increases in 
federal and state relief, there were 
780,193 crimes, of which 771,472, or 
98.9%, were crimes against proper
ty (robbery, burglary, lacency, auto 
theft).

The Economic Factor in Crime
Figures for previous years are 

not even available, or have been 
suppressed, such is the quixotic 
manner in which our government 
treats its criminal problem. But 
enough is indicated fo r us to see 
that the overwhelming majority of 
crimes are crimes against property. 
And crimes against property are, 
for the greater part, committed be
cause the offenders are poor and, 
not being able to ’ find employment, 
are forced to seek elsewhere fo r 
the means to feed and clothe them
selves, to keep a roof over their 
heads.

Yes, the economic factor is the 
all-important one in these crimes. 
And do you doubt that this same 
factor counts powerfully in the 
cases of lion-negligent and negli
gent manslaughter, in rape; and' in 
the execution of minor offences, 
such as boot-legging, dope-peddling, 
etc.?

THE CAUSE OF CRIME IS 
POVERTY! Let us turn fo r a mo
ment to foreign shores. Here is a 
report by Mr. Negley Farson on 
crime in Great B rita in :

“ Increase in crime coincides ex
actly w ith the industrial depres
sion in Gregt Britain. Per million 
population, we find that burglar
ies were 3,000 in 1913, 3,500 in 
1928, 8,000 in 1931— the rise of 
4,500 or 150% during the last two 
years proves out Sir Herbert 
Samuel’s (the British Home Min
ister) contention that crime in
creases in exact ratio w ith the 
industrial depression. The indus
tr ia l depression has not increased 
crimes of passion, although rob
bery with violence is daily more 
prevalent. Roughly, the crime 
sheet for Great Britain fo r 1930 
works out as follows:

Crimes of violence
against persons ___ 2,000

Sexual crimes ............... 3,400

Crimes against property
with violence .........  25,000

Larcenies ......................  86,000
In 1930 in Great Britain, then, 

116.400 crimes were committed, 
of which 95.6% were crimes 
against property. Great Brita in ’s 
total indictable offences increased 
roughly by 12,000, or just under 
10 %. Facing such an increase, 
British courts have been impos
ing longer as well as more sent
ences to penal servitude.”
One more sot of criminal statis

tics, those taken over several years 
in New York C ity :

Burglary, Total Total 
Larcency, police police dept.

Year Robbery force expenditure
1900 5,588 7,426 $11,494,393
1927 11,491 16,973 45,018,725
1929 13,611 17,780 48,705,918
1931 15,654 19,333 63,910,282

More Criminals— Bigger Jails
In  New York City crimes against 

property have definitely increased 
during the depression. The living 
standard of the worker has been 
pushed lower and lower. And yet 
all New York City can or w ill do 
is to increase its police force, pour 
more millions into its rotten gang- 
ster-iul'ested police department, in 
struct Its courts and judges to hand 
out more and sterner sentences, 
build bigger jails.

A ll Great B rita in  can think of to 
combat crime is to “ impose longer 
and more plentiful sentences to pen
al servitude.”

To move to strike at the causes 
of crime, to relieve the destitution 
of the masses which leads to the 
commission of crime— ah, no. Trea
son! God forbid! Why this might 
lead to an acknowledgment that a ll 
was not well w ith the system; this 
would be a betrayal of a ll those 
petty theories worked out by our 
“scientific’’ sociologists and crim in
ologists.

— CARLOS HUDSON. 
(Second Article NEXT WEEK)

Second Strike Wave 
Under the N R A

(Continued from page 1)

in the main the efforts of the unions 
to enforce the provisions of the 
NRA. Now the situation is differ
ent. A great deal of disillusion
ment w ith the NRA has set in. 
Simultaneously the pressure of an 
ever rising cost of living, mounting 
more rapidly than any of the few 
wage increases, sets the workers 
into motion.

Index figures from the same 
source quoted above inform us that 
in the 89 industries covered1 by its 
survey employment rose In March, 
1934 to 81 percent, w ith the same 
month a year ago showing 59 per
cent (1923-25 equals 100). Qn the 
same scale the payroll increased 
from 37 to 65. The actual per cap
ita earnings of the workers is sup
posed to have increased 15 percent 
in this period, according to the 
same source of information, while 
the cost of all food commodities 
increased 20 percent and1 clothing 
25 percent. I t  is certain at least 
that these statistics- are not twisted 
in favor of the workers. Added to 
this direct economic pressure is the

Tow ard  the N a t io n a l  W o r k e r s ' 
Alliance in Spain

(Editorial in “ La Antorcha” , new 
fortnightly organ of the Spanish 
Communist League —  Bolshevik- 

Leninists— May 1st, 1934) 
Catalonia gave the signal and i t  

resounded with an echo of clamor
ous enthusiasm throughout the 
country. The idea of the united 
front was translated into a hope- 
inspiring reality, the Catalonian 
Workers Alliance became the first 
step towards the formation of the 
proletarian block, towards united 
action of a ll working class political 
and trade union organizations, in 
order to withstand the ever-increas
ing Fascist menace.

The Catalonian pact contained at 
least one virtue: that of instilling 
into the Spanish proletariat confi
dence of its own strength, of over
coming the momentary discomfiture 
that might result from the electoral 
victory of the rightists. W ith ex
traordinary rapidity the idea of the 
Alliance won great sympathy among 
the masses, and i t  can today be 
roundly affirmed— it is the burning 
aspiration of the immense majority 
of the working class.

V ita lity of Alliance 
The example of Catalonia was im

mediately followed by Valencia. 
The Catalonian Alliance demon
strated its vita lity on the 13th of 
February, declaring a g e n e r a l  
strike, which, while it  is true that 
i t  failed in Barcelona due to the 
period of transition through which 
the working class movement is 
passing, was carried through suc
cessfully in over forty towns 
throughout tlie region. A t the pres
ent moment tlie Velencia Alliance 
is showing its numerical strength 
and efficiency in combat.

For the moment only these two 
Alliances exist on a regional scale; 
but very shortly, the united front 
w ill be a beautiful reality in Astur
ias, and in the rest of the country 
i t  has already been established in  
many cities and towns and is in 
process of formation in many others. 
Fnally, the proletariat of Zaragoza, 
without even having established the 
united front formally, but thanks to 
the effective finited action of syndi
calists, communists, anarchists and 
socalists, has sustained an admir
able general strike which consti
tutes one of the brightest pages in 
the Spanish labor movement.

Lesson of Experiences 
The lesson to be drawn from 

these experiences is that the cause 
of the united front is definitely 
won, in the sense ihat i t  counts on 
the adhesion of the immense major
ity  of the workers. The stupid 
sabotage of the Stalinists who, with 
a consistency worthy a better cause, 
fu lfill their fundamental mission of

throwing obstacles into the path of 
the revolutionary movement, and 
the stubborn sectarianism of the 
leaders of the Iberian Anarchist 
Federation (F.A.I.) which is sur
prisingly close to the anti-Marxist 
ultimatism of the official commun
ists, do not substantially alter the 
reality of the general adhesion of 
the workers to the Workers A lli
ance movement. On the other hand 
the idea of the united front is mak
ing its way irresistibly among the 
anarchist and communist workers. 
This sweeping movement w ill in
evitably crush all who oppose its 
advance.

But it  is necessary to build this 
movement, it must be organized 
rapidly and without losing a single 
minute, if we wish i t  to render the 
enormous potential efficiency con
tained in it. And the first step in 
this direction— and which may be 
decisive— is the constitution of the 
Workers Alliance on a national 
scale, i f  the leading central organ
isms w ill accept the pact now in 
effect in Catalonia, Valencia, and 
other localities of the country, the 
united front can w ithin twenty-four 
hours become a living reality 
throughout Spain. This would be 
of immense importance, i t  would 
produce overflowing enthusiasm in 
the whole working class and would 
radically change the course of po
litical events, altering immediately 
the correlation of forces in favor of 
the proletariat.

For a National Conference
In the Regional Conference to 

take place in a few days, the Work
ers Alliance of Catalonia w ill take 
the initiative of calling a National 
Conference. No moment could be 
more opportune for this step. A ll 
of the necessary premises exist for 
the immediate establishment of the 

¡national united front. The gravity 
of the situation, the dangers threat
ening the working class, demand it. 
The Communist Left, which has 
labored untiringly throughout the 
whole country, in favor of the unit
ed front, which has already expend
ed tenacious efforts in order to 
achieve a national pact, w ill derive 
new 'hope from the initiative of Ca
talonia, and w ill not rest until i t  
achevés, w ith tlie aid of all w illing 
to cooperate sincerely, the task) of 
forming the proletarian block, in 
order that the Spanish Workers 
Alliance may become a reality w ith 
the rapidity required by the gravity 
of tlie situation. The local organ
izations and Regional Committees 
should consider the achievement of 
this end as the central objective of 
their activity.

— ANDRES NIN.
Barcelona, A pril 22, 1934.

New York Organization Notes

increased intensity of the speed-up 
system, causing an enormous re

The recent period has been dis
tinguished by an iutens.* activity 
of the Communist League in New 
York, and a campaign to bring 
forth the program for the building 
of the new party of the Fourth In 
ternational. This campaign was 
opened with a lecture by Comrade 
Cannon on the program of the

sentiment amongst the workers.
Issue is Organization

Still this tells only part of the 
story. The main issne in the pres
ent strikes is the struggle for or
ganization and the struggle against 
the company union, monster. The 
demand for union recognition and 
the struggle against discrimination 
for union activities stand out di
rectly in  many of the strikes. The 
perfidious automobile agreement, ar
rived at by the mutual connivance 
of the auto bosses, President Roose
velt and the A. F. o f L. officials 
some time ago, while allaying tem
porarily the storm that was brew
ing then, has since served' to bring 
the conflicts to a head.

This agreement legalized the 
company union. I t  attempted to 
sweep into the discard all that or
ganized labor had previously gained. 
The big corporations, stiffened by 
this direct encouragement decided 
to make an end to any further un
ion advance and began to apply the 
iron hand and discriminate against 
union members left and right. The 
struggle has become a struggle for 
the future of unionism. The gov
ernment is called upon ever more 
to execute the wishes and orders of 
the capitalist monopoly concerns. 
I t  mobilizes its troops, police and 
courts which, together w ith the p ri
vate gunmen of the corporations, at
tempt to suppress the strikes. These 
present struggles are becoming ever 
more political in character.

Militancy, turbulent clashes w ith 
the forces of the capitalist govern
ment and increased hostility to the 
NRA— these are the outstanding 
features In this present strike wave. 
I t  centers entirely around the A. F. 
of L., the so-called revolutionary 
unions of the T.U.U.L. being in evi
dence only In the statements they 
Issue from their paper organiza
tions. No effort is being spared by 
the A. F. of L. officials to sidetrack 
the movement and lead i t  to defeat. 
But fo r the real militants this can 
only spur them on to greater vigi
lance. — A. S>

Fourth International which brought 
out an audience of about 500. This 
lecture was so well received that we 
proceeded to arrange a whole series 
o f lectures covering the primary 
burning issues confronting the 
working class today.

To date these lectures have taken 
up -War and the Fourth Interna
tional, The Trade Union Question 
and the Fourth International, Fas
cism and the Fourth International. 
A t these Sunday night lectures, 
Comrade Cannon addresses an in
tensely interested audience which 
manifests a greater enthusiasm for 
our point of view with eaca suc
ceeding lecture.

The next lecture in the series w ill 
deal w ith the United Front and the 
Fourth International to take place 
this coming Sunday evening, May 
20tli, at the Irving Plaza Hall.

In protest against the hounding 
of Comrade Leon Trotsky by the 
reactionary French government, and 
the refusal of asylum to the leader 
of the October Revolution by the 
capitalist world, the New York 
Local of the Communist League 
arranged a mass meeting which was 
held at the large hall at Irv ing 
Plaza on A pril 22nd. The 700 New 
York workers who came to this 
mass meeting to express their in
dignation against the treatment of 
Comrade Leon Trotsky were an 
eloquent testimony to the growth of 
our movement in New York, to the 
increased popularity of the move
ment for a Fourth International.

Another indication of this was to 
lie seen at our May Day mass meet
ing. After a whole day’s marching, 
despite the fatigue of our comrades 
and friends who were in the march 
with us, we were pleased to see the 
hall filled, and that the weariness 
of the day did not affect the enthu
siastic spirit of the audience in the 
least. The New York local distrib
uted in the line of the May Day 
Parade 10,000 four-page leaflets 
with our statement on May Day 
which explained why we participat
ed in the Labor May Day Parade 
rather than in the Stalinist demon
stration. About 5,000 Militants, in 
addition, were given out and a large 
supply of literature was sold. 
Twelve New Members in One Week
A ll these activities did not remain 

without any organizational results. 
Only w ithin the last week twelve 
comrades applied1 fo r membership 
into the organization.

R E V IE W IN G  TH E N E W S
Mike Gold the Mathematical Wizard

At last the secret is out. A great 
mystery to a ll readers of the Daily 
Worker since the start of the 3rd 
period has been: What system of 
mathematics is used in  estimating 
the numbers in the T.U.U.L. unions, 
mass meetings, parades, etc., and 
also who are the mathematical 
Ponzi’s in charge? In  a recent copy 
of the Daily Worker the whole thing 
is revealed.

Mike Gold is one of the experts 
and a new Stalinist form of Geo
metric Progression is the system—  
all carried on under the general 
slogan “Down with Social Fascist 
Facts.” W riting on the Union 
Square May Day demonstration, 
Mike cried fo r a Shakespeare as the 
only one capable of doing justice to 
it. After this display of becoming 
modesty, Mike decided to don tlie 
Shakespearian mantle and do some 
•justice” himself.

And this is how Mike figured i t  
out. There were 200,000 in Union 
Square and 200,000 more along the 
line of march. That made 400,000. 
Bui, said Mike, let’s cut i t  in half 
and that leaves 200,000 (what’s a 
fifth  of a million to a free-hearted 
fellow like Mike?).

Take the 200,000. Is i t  not a fact, 
Mike asked, that every Communist 
lias 5 sympathizers' and friends? 
That makes a million. (According 
to my figures that would total 1,200,- 
000—but of course what is a small 
matter of subtracting 200,000 when 
you can always multiply by five?).

A t this point, overwhelmed by 
the iimpensity of (he Stalinist move
ment in New York, Mike says, 
“ Let’s not labor the point.”  But 
why not? Let us look at i t  again. 
The average family in New York 
consists of four persons. Multiply 
the million by four and1 we have 
4,000,000. Four million Stalinists 
and friends! Such a force is sure 
to gain the leadership of a section 
of the petit bourgeoisie, say another 
million. So, after a ll— Browder and 
Minor may be running New York 
and actually building| up socialism 
in one city.

No, Mike, the Daily Worker does
n’t  need a Shakespeare. Possibly a 
Cervantes might do justice to Don 
Browder and Sancho Minor. But for 
estimating parades, meetings, etc., 
you can’t heat Baron Mike and the 
rest of the Munchausen family who 
form the present Daily Worker 
staff. 1,000,000 Stalinists and sym
pathizers in New York C ity ! Yas 
you dere, Mike?

$  *  *  *

Politicians and Their Price
Senator Warren T. Thayer, the 

State Senator who never made a 
speech but who had great influence 
on the Senate, is being investigated'. 
While chairman of the Senate Pub
lic Service Committee he was also 
on the payroll of the Associated 
Gas and Electric Co., and in  this 
capacity was instrumental in k illing 
numerous bills, which in  one way 
or another would have interfered 
with the privileges of the U tility  
Company.

One bill, providing for the safety 
of workers engaged in the repair 
and construction of high voltage

electric lines, did not come to his 
committee but to the Assembly La
bor and Industry Committee. How
ever the worthy Senator wrote the 
Associated Gas and Electric that 
they could depend on him to k ill it. 
"Horse thieves", kidnappers and 
gang leaders are honorable and up
right men compared to such demo- 
gogic swine us this who spout about 
democracy and then sell the lives of 
electric line men for th irty  lousy 
pieces of silver.

*  *  sit

We Are Challenged
The series of Sunday uiglit lec

tures on tlie Fourth international 
by Comrade Cannon at the Irving 
Plaza hall, are attended by capacity 
crowds wlio stay until almost mid
night to discuss tlie questions of 
War, Trades Unions, Fascism and 
the New International. Though the 
great majority of the audience have 
been won for tlie Fourth interna
tional, there are however, repre
sentatives of practically all tenden
cies in the movement, present who 
hotly question the position put for
ward by Comrade Cannon and ad
vance their own.

A t the last lecture a member of 
Section Two of the New York Stal- 
inite Party challenged Comrade 
Cannon to debate w ith a representa
tive of liis Party. On Cannon’s 
•statement that lie would be glad to 
accept tlie challenge, tlie C. P. 
member announced that lie would 
go back to the Party and demand' 
that (lie debate be held. So we’l l  
either have a debate or another C.P. 
member w ill learn that the Stalin
ists do not. debate with Internation
al Communists. A t next Sunday’s 
lecture on the United Front he w ill 
bring his answer and tlie answer 
of tlie Stalinist bureaucrats.

» * « *
American Traditions— A Fable
Breaking completely w ith all al

ien and international “ jabberwocky” 
movements and traditions a group 
of professors in the “ America for 
Americans” Party have delved into 
early history and dug up the story 
of what may have been the first 
American Revolutionist.

This was no immigrant of the 
17th, 16th, or 15th centuries. None 
o f the "foreign rabble” w ith  their 
alien theories, who came to America 
with Columbus or in tlie few cen
turies since his arrival, contamin
ate this tradition. No, this group 
of professors speaking the American 
language, drinking American whis
key, and digging w ith American 
shovels, have dug up the story of 
Ajayjaybee, a mound dweller who 
led the mound dwellers in battle 
against the aristocratic c liff dwell
ers.

Unfortunately the revolt was not 
successful and Ajayjaybee was be
headed, cooked and eaten at mid
night sometime following the last 
ice age. Honoring the memory of 
this hero, and in order to strengthen 
the purely American tradition, the 
“America for Americans Party”  are 
holding a midnight supper at the 
Kaff-Kazz Cafe. A t the supper a 
collection w ill be taken up for the 
benefit of the lineal descendants of 
Ajayyaybee. — BILL.

The Johnson Bill and Credits to the U.S.S.R.
(Continued from page 1)

M ilitant has discussed the question 
many times. Here let us note from 
Litvinov’s figures to what extent 
the Soviet Union’s dependence on 
the world market has grown with 
’its economic successes and what 
demands on the market its further 
progress makes necessary. Not
withstanding, imports from Russia 
to the United States in March ac
cording to the Commerce Depart
ment were also less than one m il
lion dollars while from Cuba the 
U. S. imported more than two and 
a half times that amount.

Why doesn’t  the Soviet Union 
buy more, tlie U.S. export more? 
The Soviet Union has explained 
again and again that i t  w ill buy 
plentifully up to the h ilt, i f  i t  gets 
favorable credit terms. Despite all 
the treaties signed by Stalin and 
diplomatic approaches to capitalist 
governments the Soviet has been 
unable to get credits on the scale 
required.

Until now the United States has 
discouraged trade with the Soviet 
Union. Its policy was motivated 
by fear of the October1 Revolution 
and* the hope of preventing its 
growth economically and conse
quently in the m ilitary sphere as 
well, by withholding from i t  what 
it  required most— machinery. To
a large extent they failed. Despite 
the capitalist blockade and the false 
course of Stalinism the Soviet Un
ion achieved gigantic and historic 
successes.

Now the American imperialists 
are vita lly concerned with the Far 
Eastern market. In the Soviet Un
ion's strength they see a check to 
Japan. They are not averse to 
lend a cautious hand in strengthen
ing the Soviet Union a little — on 
their terms. And, i f  they can get 
i t  they want the Soviet market for 
themselves.

Pressure on Soviet Union
Trade and credits are the subject 

of the discussions taking place in  
Moscow now between B u llitt and

Soviet officials. The ruling of the 
Attorney General is to put pressure 
on the Soviet Union. I t  is an act 
of aggression characteristic of the 
strategy and methods of the world’s 
dominant capitalist power. I t  gives 
the lie direct to the Stalinists and 
tlie ir Lovestoneite apologists who 
maintained in tlie face of what the 
world saw to be untrue, that the 
U. S. was forced to grant recogni
tion because of its desperate inter
nal situation.

What the U. S. demands, what 
the Soviet Union offers we do not 
know. The discussions are taking 
place according to tlie best rules of 
Stalinist-capitalist diplomacy ■—- in 
the dark. No word has leaked out. 
That is what fills us with misgiving.

Fight for Soviet Credits!
Five years ago the international

ist Communists proposed to the 
Comintern that i t  mobilize the 
masses of tlie capitalist countries 
to bring pressure on tlie capitalist 
governments to grant tlie credits, 
by this means to assist the Russian 
workers in building up the economy 
of the country and to relieve their 
own situation through the employ- 

| ment trade with Russia would cre
ate. The C. I.— think of i t ! — de
nounced the idea as counter-revo
lutionary and went hat in hand 
to the capitalist, governments.”

Today the 0. I. which has no 
real existence cannot mobilize the 
masses fo r a revolutionary struggle 
to assist the Soviet Union. The 
Marxists must do it  without and 
against the C. I. That is the duty 
of the League and all those work
ing class organizations whicli really 
mean to defend the Soviet Union, 
and especially of those which de
clare for the revolution internation
ally and in the TJ. S.

T. STAMM.


