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To Form N ew Party
Both Organizations Declare Desire  

To Hasten Union of Forces
(See Editorial on Page 4)

Decisive steps were taken in the past week by the National Committee 
of the Communist League and the Provisional Organisation Committee of 
the American Workers Party for the fusion of the two organizations and, 
the launching of a new revolutionary political party at an early date.

Following protracted negotiations and discussions between the two 
committees, and the publication of a revised draft program of the A.W.P., 
the National Committee of the League, through Ame Swabeek, Secretary, 
addressed a letter to the Provisional Organization Committee of the 
A.W.P. which was meeting w ith an active workers’ conference of the 
latter organization at Pittsburgh over the week-end. In  this letter the 
N. C. of the League asked the A.W.P. to take a positive position on the 
question of uniting the forces of the two organizations without delay, 
and expressed the opinion that “the basis for fusion into one united party 
becomes increasingly substantial, the fusion itself more possible and 
desirable, and awaits essentially a definite expression of opinion by you 
which would facilitate the necessary political and organizational prepar­
ations for unity."

P rio r to  the rece ip t o f th is  le tte r*  
the active w orkers ’ conference

MILL WORKERS SLAIN BY GUARDS; 
G O V E R N O R  RAISES «RED» SCARE

The Truth About the Morro Fire

o f the A. W. P. had devoted an 
en tire  day to  a consideration of 
the question and had also come to 
the conclusion th a t im m ediate fu ­
sion o f the two organizations is 
desirable and necessary. There­
upon, A . J. Muste, Chairm an o f the 
P rov is iona l O rgan iza tion Com m it­
tee o f the A.W.P., sent the fo llo w ­
in g  le tte r to  the N a tiona l Com m it­
tee of the League:
“Dear Comrades:

“Your communication dated 
September 7 reached us at our 
meeting at Valencia, Pa. on 
Monday, September 10. On the 
previous day we had completed 
an exhaustive analysis of the 
same problem of unity of the rev­
olutionary forces in  this country 
w ith which your letter deals. 
Sincet we had reached the same 
conclusion about the need for de­
finite steps to achieve organic 
unity if  possible, we were deeply 
gratified to receive your letter.

“A more detailed communica­
tion dealing with the questions 
of program, etc., embodying the 
result of our P.O.C. decisions, is 
now being prepared and w ill be 
in your hands in the course of a 
few days.”

A  general membership meeting 
of the New Y ork  branches o f the 
Com m unist League, held la s t Sun­
day a t the headquarters, a fte r an 
a l l day discussion o f the question 
o f fusion, led by M ax Shachtman 
as reporter fo r  the N a tiona l Com­
m ittee, voted unanim ously to en­
dorse the course fo llow ed by the 
N . C. in  the negotiations and ex­
pressed a f irm  w i l l  to proceed w ith  
the un ifica tion  and the launching 
o f the hew P a rty  as soon as pos­
sible.

In  in fo rm a l discussions between 
representatives of both committees, 
w h ich  fo llow ed the exchange of 
le tte rs, i t  was agreed th a t the ne­
gotiations, w h ich h ith e rto  have 
been devoted en tire ly  to general 
discussions of program  questions, 
sha ll now be pu t on a concrete 
basis and th a t an attem pt be made 
to come to agreement on a l l  ques­
tions involved in  the problem of 
fusion, p o lit ic a l and organ ization­
al, po in t by po in t, w ith  the object 
o f p reparing the basis fo r  un ifica­
tion  in  the shortest possible time. 
The surg ing  movement o f the 
w ork ing  masses of the country and 
the bu rn ing need o f a revo lu tionary 
p a rty  th a t would be able to aid 
th is  movement to find a conscious 
d irec tion  on the path o f the class 
strugg le w i l l  undoubtedly exert a 
pow erfu l influence on both, organ­
izations to remove a l l  unnecessary 
obstacles and push in  the direction 
o f a speedy un ifica tion  w h ich w i l l  
make the launching o f the new 
pa rty  possible.

Leading representatives o f both 
organizations have expressed the 
desire to  proceed w ith  the negoti­
ations from  th is  po in t o f view. The 
m erger o f the League and the 
A.W .P., by its e lf, would provide 
the new p a rty  a t its  inception w ith  
a considerable membership and the 
fram ew ork o f a na tiona l organiza­
tion , as w e ll as a strong nucleus 
fo r a new revo lu tiona ry  youth 
movement. B oth  organizations have 
recorded substan tia l gains in  mem­
bership du rin g  the past year and 
have also extended th e ir  influence 
by effective p a rtic ip a tio n  in  the 
class strugg le in  various fields—  
Minneapolis, Toledo, Unemploy­
m ent w ork, etc.

Arms Inquiry 
Is Too H o t for 
S ta te  D e p ’t

Stop the h e a t! T h a t’s the order 
from  Secretary o f State H u ll and 
Secretary o f Commerce Koper as 
they gagged the arms in q u iry  in  
W ashington.

Protests from  fore ign govern­
ments, kings, princes, d ic ta to rs  and 
mere government h ire lings of the 
arms rin g  is the reason given by 
the state departm ent fo r pu tting  
the quietus on many o f the expo­
sures o f the inqu iry .

Not th a t embarrassment m ight 
be caused other governments but 
the s tin k  o f thei entanglements of 
Am erican m un ition  makers w ith  
anyone they can make money from  
— there is the m otive fo r the gag 
ru lin g  of the state department.

F ive telegrams from  the Du Pont 
company to agents in  a “ certa in 
South Am erican coun try ”  were sup­
pressed because " i t  m igh t resu lt in  
danger to life  and prope rty” .

No need to be a c la irvoyan t to 
know w hat was in  those telegrams. 
The investigation thus fa r  has 
given us a general view o f the 
“ in te rna tiona lism ”  o f the m unitions 
makers. Im p a rt ia lity  is th e ir slo­
gan. I f  B o liv ia  and Paraguay tear 
each other to  pieces in  a bloody 
w ar don,t d iscrim inate . Sell to 
both of them. And i f  there are 
any stubborn people, the old "P a lm  
greasing”  method w il l  do the tr ic k .

No m a tte r i f  B o liv ian  soldiers 
shoot Paraguayans w ith  Du P ont’s 
powder. No m atter i f  Paraguayan 
troops m urder B oliv ian in fa n try  
w ith  D u Pont’s shells. Business is 
business.

The question is, however, not the
(Continued on Page 4)

The bu rn ing of the M orro  Castle, 
w ith  the ensuing tremendous loss 
of life , is more than a m a jo r d is­
aster of the sea. i t  is a w ork ing 
class issue.

W’ ho is responsible fo r  the t ra ­
gedy? Who is usua lly  responsible 
fo r  such tragedies?

Contemptible efforts have been 
made, a scoundrelly p lo t is afoot, 
to s h ift  th is  blame to "labo r ag i­
ta to rs” . A  “ Red Scare" has been 
started in the reactionary press, 
and broadcast over the radio.

The W ard Line, backed by H a ­
vana’s b ru ta l police chief have 
charged Cuban Communists w ith  
s ta rtin g  the fire  abroad the M orro 
Castle as an act of sabotage and 
terrorism . T he ir p roof they keep 
da rk ly  to themselves.

Railroading Testimony Wanted
I f  such “ p roof”  could be estab­

lished ; th a t is to say, i f  a satis­
fac to ry  fram e-up could be con­
cocted, the W ard L ine and officers 
of the M orro  Castle would be re­
leaved of c rim in a l responsib ility , 
and the company would be saved 
m illions o f do lla rs in claims.

Moreover, a crushing blow  could 
be delivered to organized labor at 
sea and on the w a te rfro n t. A  new 
pre text would be afforded fo r fresh 
te rro r against radicals in  Cuba 
and the U n ited States. Labor lead­
ers could be fu rth e r hounded, 
ja ile d  and murdered, and the boss­
es be free to enforce th e ir s ta rva­
tion  wages w ith  an a ir  o f v irtue .

The tem ptation is too great, the 
opportun ity  too in v it in g  fo r  the 
bosses to overlook. A fram e-up 
w ill be a ttem pted ; i t  is already be­
ing planned.

George I. A lngnn, th ird  assistant 
rad io operator on the M orro Castle, 
and one o f the outstanding heroes 
of the disaster, who stuck to his 
post to the end, who saved the life  
of the ch ie f operator and many 
others, who behaved throughout 
w ith  ex trao rd inary  coolness and 
courage, is being held on ba il tha t 
he cannot raise, as a “ m ateria l 
w itness” .

Am idst the cowardice and inde­
cision tha t prevailed on the quar­
terdeck, his conduct shines lik e  a 
beacon ligh t. Yet he, and he alone 
among the officers, is brought be­
fore the Board o f In q u iry  hand­
cuffed likp  a common crim ina l.

Alagna’s Crime
For A lagna, understand you, is 

a "labo r a g ita to r” . He was gu ilty  
o f try in g  to organize the men 
aboard ship in  protest against ro t­
ten food and worse labor condi­
tions. He was on the Captain ’s 
b lack lis t. No other evidence is o f­
fered, no other evidence is needed, 
to keep h im  in  ja il.

O ther circumstances make i t  im ­
perative to review the story of the 
disaster, as so fa r  revealed. Ef-

fo rts  are being made to whitewash 
the owners and officers o f the 
M ono  Castle, and to blame the 
crew fo r  the tremendous loss of 
life . T h is  last, by the way,, has 
become one of the established t ra ­
ditions of the sea. The officers are 
heroes, the crew has to be driven 
a t gunpoint to perform  its  duty. 
Remember the Vestris !

Here, however, are the unchal­
lenged facts.

The M orro Castle caught afire off 
the New Jersey coast, about six 
miles out a t sea from  Asbury Park, 
20 m iles south of Scotland L igh t, 
on the re tu rn  t r ip  from  Havana. 
The tim e was variously  reported, 
in  con flic ting testim ony, a t 12 :25, 
1 :3(>, 2 :45 and 3 A.M. A  lig h t gale 
was blow ing, w ith  increasing in ­
tensity, the sea was runn ing high. 
The fire  spread w ith  ex trao rd ina ry  
rap id ity , according to the officers, 
who set the tim e o f the blaze fa r 
ahead of the tim e reported by nu­
merous passengers and members of 
the crew. By 3 :-15 the entire  su­
perstructure was a mass of flames.

Passengers am idship w e r e  
trapped. Some managed to make 
the ir way through the smoke-filled' 
co rrido rs  to gain the decks. A  few 
w riggled through the sm all p o rt­
holes in to  the open sea, exchang­
ing death by drowning fo r death

Deputize the Strikers? Who 
Owns This Country, Anyway!

SUBSCRIBE TO  TH E  M IL IT A N T

“ No God damned son o f a b itcb 
of a s tr ike  lender is going to te ll 
us how to use the troops and the 
deputies.”

This was the rep ly th a t the boss­
es and the local police gave to the 
proposal o f F rancis J. Gorman, 
tha t the members o f the United 
T ex tile  W orkers be “ deputized”  by 
the various au thorities  fo r  the en­
forcement of the “ la w ” .

W ith  a m ilitancy  not seen fo r 
many years in  a s tr ike  o f such 
w ide scope the workers have been 
closing m il l a fte r m ill. The reply 
of the bosses and th e ir  henchmen 
who hold pub lic  office has been a 
m il it ia  m ob iliza tion  from  the coast 
of Maine to the G ulf of Mexico. 
H ired  thugs have been given badges 
and declared to be “ officers o f the 
la w ” . Great bands o f s trike -b reak­
ers have been deputized and armed, 
and Am erican Legion groups have 
been secured to help break the 
strike. Over ten men have been 
k ille d  already, nine of whom have 
been s trike rs . Most o f them were 
de libera te ly  shot by the hired 
thugs, many even shot in  the back.

“I t  Is Unheard oF’
I t  was in  the m idst o f th is  reign 

o f te rro r th a t Gorman came fo r­
w ard  w ith  his proposal fo r  the

deputiz ing o f the s trikers. He re­
ceived the on ly rep ly th a t the capi­
ta lis t class could give. Refusal, 
laughter and abuse.

The New York Times ed ito ria l 
w rite rs  lite ra lly  foam  a t the mouth 
in  discussing the proposal. The 
s trike rs  are compared to “ burg lars 
and m urderers” . T h e ir en tire  w ra th  
is loosed against the fly in g  squad­
rons th a t have been so effective in 
closing many o f the m ills . “ As fo r 
the proposal to le t the s trike rs  
p icket and safeguard m il l property, 
i t  is  too grotesque fo r  discussion.” 

B reaking fo rth  in  a sarcastic 
tone the e d ito r ia l continues: “ The 
la w fu l officers of the law  are to be 
superseded by representatives of 
breakers o f the law . These are to 
enforce against them the higher 
law , the law  tha t transcends the 
sta tute books, ‘la w ’ made by s tr ik ­
ers fo r  s trike rs .”

Whose “Law and Order”
“ Law  and order must be pre­

served.”  How often has th is  cry 
come from  the lips o f a frigh tened 
bourgeoisie. Here we see w hat 
" la w  and order”  is re ferred to. The 
“ la w ”  of the cap ita lis t class, the 
“ order”  o f the h ired  thug and the

(Continued on Page 4)

W orkers Are  
D isarm ed by 
Spanish Gov’t

F urthe r ind ica tions o f the active 
preparations fo r c iv i l w ar on the 
pa rt of the Fascists, Socialists as 
well as Basque and Catalonian Na­
tiona lis ts  can be seen in  the recent 
seizures by the government o f sev­
era l im portan t shipments of con­
traband armaments.

Seventy-three large boxes con­
ta in ing  200,000 rounds of am m uni­
tion  and many revolvers and rifles 
were seized on Sept. 12 a t the l i t t le  
port of San Estabau de P ravia  on 
the A sturias  coast.

Prom inent members of the So­
c ia lis t pa rty  inc lud ing  Indalecio 
Priesto, parliam enta ry leader are 
im plicated in  the a ffa ir  and 24 a r ­
rests have been made inc lud ing  
the mayors and employees of sev­
eral m unicipa lities.

The Governor o f A stu rias  has a r­
b it ra r i ly  removed a ll Socialist 
mayors and aldermen in  the prov­
ince, replacing them w ith  repub li­
cans.

I t  is also claimed th a t a large 
amount of dynam ite and arm a­
ments was discovered in  the Peo­
ple's House (trade  union head­
quarters) o f San Estabau de P ra ­
via.

I t  is a patent fac t to every 
w orker tha t Spain is headed fo r 
c iv i l war, tha t arm ing of the labor 
movement must proceed s w ift ly  i f  
destruction a t the hands o f  the 
Fascists is to be avoided. The pre­
sent government, m aking pretenses 
a t de live ring  blows a t G il Robles’ 
bands is in re a lity  s tr ik in g  hardest 
at the w ork ing  class. T h is  “ d is­
covery”  and ra id  on Socialist o r­
ganizations only points to th is : 
d isarm  the p ro le ta ria t w h ile  m ak­
ing pretenses at d isarm ing the 
Fascists and the Spanish H it le r  
w i l l  have h is th ru s t a t power.

B u t .Spain is not Germany i f  
only fo r  the fa c t tha t the workers 
there have had the opportun ity  to 
learn from  Germany.

IN D IA N  SUMMER FESTIVA L
The In te rn a tion a l W o r k e r s  

School has completed its  plans fo r 
an Ind ian  Summer F estiva l and 
Dance. The W in te r courses o f the 
school begin the 15th of October 
and i t  is the purpose of th is  a ffa ir  
to b ring  together those who w i l l  
take advantage o f the excellent 
courses th is  season. We are a r­
ranging fo r an exc iting  and enter­
ta in in g  program, w h ich  w i l l  in ­
clude a w e ll known dance orches­
tra . The complete program  w i l l  be 
announced in  a fu tu re  edition of 
the M ilitant. Remember the tim e 
and place! Irv in g  Plaza, 15th St. 
and Irv in g  Place. Saturday eve­
ning, October 27th.

by lire. Others wore trapped like  
rats in  th e ir staterooms and burned 
to death.

Officers and crew were driven to 
the forecastle fo r refuge. Others 
found tem porary safety in  the 
stern. B u t amidships was a roa r­
ing furnace.

Delay in S.O.S.
Captain W illm o tt, the master, 

had died of a heart-a ttack a few 
hours before the lire  started. The 
tirs t mute, Warms, was in  charge.

There was a c r im in a l delay in  
the sending o f S.O.S. signals. The 
lirs t CQ (standby) signal was sent 
a t 3:15 and a second a t 3:18 A.M. 
According to the chief rad io oper­
ator, he d id  not receive an order 
to send an S.O.S. u n t il 3 :30, by 
w h ich tim e flames were eating in to  
the operator’s cabin, and his rad io 
set was p ra c tica lly  out o f commis­
sion.

There was s im ila r delay in  the 
order to lower lifeboats. When 
they were Anally lowered, they 
were manned alm ost en tire ly  by 
the crew.

In  a ll, 130 lives or more were 
lost, passengers and crew. The 
survivers made th e ir way to shore 
in  the s ix  lifeboats tha t were lo w ­
ered, or were picked up in  the 
w a te r by boats belatedly speeding 
to the recsue. A  few swam the 
six m iles to shore w ith  the aid of 
life  preservers.

When duwn broke the once 
proud line r, the boast o f the W ard 
L ine (an advertisement in  the New 
York Times, set up too la te  to be 
w ithdraw n, appeared the day a fte r 
the disaster, advertis ing  w ith  b it ­
ter! irony, “ T rave l w ith  Speed and 
Safety on the M orro  Castle” ) lay 
a sm ouldering hu lk  off the Conven­
tion  H a ll pier at Asbury Park, 
towed in and beached by a Coast 
Guard vessel. Huddled together on 
the forecastle were A cting  Captain 
Warms, who remained true  to the 
trad ition s  o f saving salvage money 
fo r  his owners (a ship th a t is en­
t ire ly  abandoned belongs to who­
ever picks i t  u p ), and a few of the 
moro sim ply heroic members of 
the crew.

A Damning Indictment
These are unchallenged facts. 

O ther facts stand out as c learly, 
and constitute a most damning in ­
d ictm ent against the owners and 
officers of the M orro Castle.

The much advertised special fire ­
figh ting  apparatus on the M orro 
Castle was a m yth. I t  was non­
existent o r d id  not function . The 
blaze was fought w ith  ord inary  
fire  hose and fire extinguishers. No 
autom atic new-fangled chemicals 
or gases operated, or were used, to 
dampen the blaze. The s tructure  
of the ship, w ith  luxurious but 
h igh ly  inflam m able hangings, w ith  

(Continued on Page 4)

Strike Ranks Firm; New M ills  
Close in the North and South

Two s trike rs  murdered, scores in ju red , N ational Guards in w ild  
re trea t before the in fu ria te d  pickets, a ' ‘red" scare raised by the Gover­
nor o f Rhode Island and an appeal fo r Federal troops is the balance 
sheet of the second week o f the te x tile  strike.

The ranks are firm , however. The hosiery workers, 10,000 strong, 
have walked out in sympathy w ith  th e ir brothers in the cotton, s ilk  and 
woolen industries. New m ills  are closing and the picket lines are keep­
ing  those factory gates already closed from  opening.

W hile  “ tw is t-the -fa c ts " Sloan continues to make his op tim is tic  state­
ments tha t more and more m ills  are beginning operations w ith  scab 
labor, the state offic ia ls serving the te x tile  barons have been forced to call 
upon the N ationa l Guard in live States to protect the r ig h t o f scabbery.

B u t the N ationa l Guard, ju s t as the deputies and the thugs, have 
proved inadequate to cope w it l i the s trike . The battleground, sh ift in g  
from  the Carolina« to Rhode Is land, has shown the undying heroism of 
the m il l workers.

In  the teeth o f gas and bullets the s trike rs  advanced, ripp ing  up 
tombstones fo r am m unition and rou ting  the guards o r seriously de- 
—------------------------ — --------------------------- m ora liz ing  them in  the battles o f

W o rk  or Jail, 
Says Paterson 
Court O rder

"The freest land in a ll the 
w o rld .”

H e ll!
Ask the s ilk  dye workers in P at­

erson w hat they th in k  about our 
libe rty -lo v in g  country.

The most fa r  reaching, vicious 
in jun c tion  ever to come to our at 
ten tion  has been awarded the P at­
erson dye-house bosses.

Under its  provisions the dyers 
! m ust e ither w ork or go to Jail. A l­
ready squads of constables a rt 
scurry ing  about to the shops to 
serve the in junction .

Who said L inco ln  abolished slav­
ery in the United States?

Here is an order which enjoins 
the workers not merely from  s tr ik  
ing or from  picketing hut even from  
discussing a strike.

"W e are happy a t th is  decision", 
say the bosses, ‘thousands of w o rk ­
ers w i l l  be perm itted to w o rk  and 
earn th e ir  live lihood u n in te rru p t­
ed.”

Reduced to the level of chattel, 
these workers are now forced by 
solemn court order e ither to stay 
a t th e ir  places of slavery, eking 
out whatever m iserable existence 
they can, o r protest, s trike  and be 
sent to the county prisons.

The workers, say the bosses and 
th e ir  courts, have vio lated a con­
tra c t w h ich does not expire t i l l  
October 24 and consequently they 
are ho ld ing them s tr ie tly  account­
able.

W hat a brazen m ockery! Look 
over the h is to ry  of the contracts 
flouted and tram pled under foot by 
cap ita lis ts  over the: country. They 

(Continued on Page 4)

R. I. Solons Save Roosevelt 
From Sending FederaI Troops

O nly po litica l considerations on 
the pa rt of the Rhode Is land Leg­
is la tu re  saved Roosevelt from  the 
acid test o f whether he would em­
ploy Federal troops as s tr ike ­
breakers in  the te x tile  strike .

Accord ing to press reports, the 
order to "stand by”  was given the 
garrisons in  various parts of New 
Y ork and New England. Troops 
in New York, fu lly  equipped w ith  
death - dealing paraphenalin were 
prepared to leave at a moment’s 
notice fo r  a “ surprise a ttack”  to 
overwhelm  the Rhode Island s t r ik ­
ers.

Governor Green— who m ust have 
broken a couple o f blood vessels 
searching fo r Communists under 
his bed— had a telephone conver­
sation w ith  the g rin n in g  messiah 
in  W ashington pleading w ith  him  
fo r  m a rtia l aid. Roosevelt, now in  
Hyde Park, said to Green tha t he 
was getting in  touch w ith  W ash­
ing ton “ to make a ll preparations 
to respond to any ca ll the state 
m igh t make in  th is  emergency.”

The stage was a ll set fo r  an ex­
pedition o f the arm y in to  New 
England to crush the s tr ike  ranks. 
Green hollered fo r it .  Roosevelt 
gave his assent. B ut the Rhode 
Is land democrats dissented. T he ir

constituents are in Woonsocket. 
And w h ile  they voted $100,000 for 
a pre torian guard, they desisted in 
ca lling  fo r  the Federal troops.

B u t Roosevelt . . . who has been 
regarded by most workers as the 
man who held out the he lp ing hand 
to labor w ith  his famous section 
7-a was ready to put the Rhode 
Is land s trike  to the sword.

W hat becomes of a ll his vaunted 
friendliness to the w ork ing  man? 
Tim e was when he could claim 
tha t the deputy sheriffs, or the 
police, or the N a tiona l Guard over 
whom he had no ju r is d ic tio n  were 
m urdering workers and smashing 
strikes.

Now he took a stand. There is 
no escape. Hoover deployed the 
troops against the ragged arm y of 
bonuseers and th a t put the fin ish ­
in g  touches on his reputation w ith  
Am erican labor. Roosevelt offered 
to use the arm y against the Rhode 
Is land strikers. The leg is la ture 
saved him  fo r the moment, but 
other occasions w i l l  arise and he 
has already indicated what he w ill 
do.

Let the Am erican workers learn 
the t ru th  o f th is  inc ident and tha t 
w i l l  help to polish off M r. Roosevelt 
forever in  th e ir  eyes.

Saylesville and Woonsocket. They 
w il l  be w ritte n  on the pages o f 
Am erican labor h is to ry and th e ir 
m arty rs  w i l l  forever be enshrined 
in the hearts o f the w o rk ing  class.

Such s p ir it, courage and hero­
ism, cannot be broken by the troops. 
The thousands of Guardsmen, some 
o f them m il l workers and others 
fresh out of high school, are f r ig h t ­
ened or demoralized. One incident 
in Rhode Island, the a rres t o f two 
s trike rs  by a Captain Strong be­
cause they called him  "boy scout” , 
speaks volumes fu r th is  fact.

B ut i f  the N a tiona l Guard met 
w ith  an unexpected reception a t 
rlie hands o f the s trikers, the 
Rhode Island Governor got the 
shock o f his life . So much so th a t 
he im m ediate ly set up the ho lle r 
fo r Federal troops. “ There is a 
Communist upris ing  in  Rhode Is ­
land and not a te x tile  s tr ike .”

W hat constitutes a s trike  accord­
ing to th is  m arionette o f the m il l 
owners is a folded arms demon­
s tra tion  in wh ich the workers Ue 
supinely on th e ir backs w h ile  scabs 
and gunmen tram ple a ll over them. 
I f  the s trike rs  seize whatever 
weapons are a t hand to defend 
themselves, tha t is a "Communist 
up ris ing” .

Shall R. I. Follow Frisco?
“ We must put the Communists 

down here” , says M r. Green, a l l in  
a rage, “ as they were put down in  
San Francisco when the longshore­
men went on strike . There must 
be a d is tinc tion  between the le g i­
tim ate  actions o f the real s trike rs  
and the rio tous acts o f the Com­
m unist ag ita tors.”

H ow  is th is  d is tinc tion  made? 
Orders to Guardsmen to fire  point 
b lank in to  p icket lines. No ques­
tions are asked as to who is a 
s tr ike r and who is a red because 
fo r the tex tile  barons every worker 
who dares demand a better life  in 
th is  w o rld  is a “ Red”  and a “ B o l­
shevik” .

So the governor proposed two 
methods to deal w ith  the insurrec­
tion (read : te x tile  s t r ik e ) :  Appeal 
to Roosevelt through the state leg­
is la tu re  to bring  the arm y to 
Woonsocket and the other s tr ik e ­
bound points and get an appropri­
ation o f $100.000 to arm  1,000 w ar 
veterans fo r  use against the w o rk ­
ers.

Arrangem ents were a ll completed 
to m arch 1,500 Federal troops in  
from  New Y ork  to  “ overawe”  the 
strikers. Roosevelt, according to 
Green, gave his assent. B u t the 
Rhode Is land Democrats balked, 
the whole plan was a l i t t le  too raw  
and p o lit ic a lly  dangerous fo r them. 
The Guards would do, they 
thought.

W ar Veterans Or Thugs?
On the other hand, the R. I .  leg­

is la tu re  voted tlie  $100,000 appro­
p ria tio n  to arm  “ w orld  war veter­
ans”  as a u x ilia ry  police. A ny 
gangster from  New Y ork or C h i­
cago, any pool room hoodlum— fo r 
th a t m a tte r anyone w illin g  to ac­
cept pay breaking the s trike— w i l l  
now become a “ w orld  w a r veteran” .

Unable to get the leg is la ture to 
issue the ca ll fo r federal troops, 
Green now “ rescinds”  his appeal 
but continues to rave about Com­
m unist plotters, dynam ite, and de­
po rting  “ a lien reds” . The stage is 
being set fo r  a fram e up which can 
on ly be fac ilita te d  by such cow­
a rd ly  and treacherous statements 
as tha t o f a New England U.T.W . 
organizer, S ilv ia . The la tte r places 
the blame fo r  the rio ts  on the 

(Continued on Page 4)
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R E V IE W IN G  
TH E N E W S

Dern, the National Guard and 
the Workers

Secretary o f W ar Dern is w o r­
ried and he speaks r ig h t out fo r 
everyone to hear. The popu la rity  
of the arm y is being im paired by 
the increasing use o f the N a tiona l 
Guard in  strikes. Dern th inks  th a t 
the N a tiona l Guard is being called 
to m urder s tr ike rs  th a t the local 
police o r company gunmen could a t­
tend to themselves. The N a tiona l 
Guard should on ly be called out 
as a last resort, said the amiable 
New Dealer, in  other words, they 
should be held in  reserve and only 
sent in to  action when the s trikers  
are ge tting  the best o f the local 
thugs. I t  is  an in te resting  subject 
to r  discussion: W hat is the best 
way to m urder s tr ik in g  workers 
and s t i l l  re ta in  the popu la rity  of 
the armyV The question thus posed 
hy Dern proves him to be a real 
Kooseveltian • fr ie n d  of labor”  and 
should earn h im  the praise of a ll 
" la b o r leaders”  from  Green down. 

» * *
Nazi Gems

H it le r :— "The Nasi regime w il l  
endure fo r  1,000 years” —

A lfre d  Kosenberg: —  “ H it le r  is 
the greatest p o lit ic a l impulse fo r
150 years and also the most potent 
stim ulus fo r  a r t and cu ltu re .”

Keichbishop l lu e l le r : “ H it le r  is 
God’s g if t  to the German people.”

*  *  *

Mussolini and tlie Stork
M ussolin i has a plan fo r ra is ing 

cannon fodder. Here i t  is  as re­
ported to the N. Y. T im es: F ire  a ll 
women workers and pu t men in
the ifl places. Home life  and s ta r­
vation encourage women to m arry. 
Give the jobs to the men. W ork 
makes fo r  v i r i l i t y  in  men, and the 
bachelor tax  encourages marriage. 
Reports from  I ta ly  of e a rlie r e f­
fo rts  fo r  a “ managed b ir th ra te ”  in ­
dicate th a t s im ila r “ encourage­
ments”  of fru itfu ln e s s  have fa iled . 
Cupid i t  seems can be speeded up 
by such means bu t the s to rk  re­
fuses to be rushed.

*  *  *

Tears from a Crocodile
M r. Sloan o f the T e x tile  M anu­

fac tu re rs : “ I  am deeply distressed 
th a t blood was shed in  Georgia. 
These sad events make i t  p la in , the 
forces unleashed by the s trike  
leaders are now out o f con tro l.”  
So by ca lling  a s trike  the s tr ike  
leaders became responsible fo r the 
unleashing o f the arm y of s trike  
breaking thugs, N a tiona l Guards 
and deputy sheriffs who are now 
p ly ing  th e ir profession o f m urder, 
in  the interests o f M r. Sloan and
his associates.

•  *  *

The' Workers Bookstore
To place a young com m unist in  

the workers’ bookstore in  Chicago, 
apparently dooms h im  to T ro ts k y ­
ism. A t least so i t  seems to Sam 
Ilam m ersm ark, as one a fte r anoth­
er of his valued assistants goes 
"renegade” . You see, there are 
books, and tim e to study, and Sam 
esi>ecially chooses an in te llige n t 
Y.C.L.er. P ut the three together 
and yon have a Young Spartacus 
member in  the m aking. D is tr ic t 
O rganizer K lin g  insists th a t on ly 
dumbbells be allow ed to take the 
job in  the fu tu re  and reports from  
Y.C.L. contacts in  Chicago indica te 
tha t he him self w i l l  soon be free  
to apply. You see, the Chicago 
Y.C.L. has made such “ pogress”  
tha t scapegoats are needed and the 
linger {>oints K ling -w ard .

*  *  *

The Munitions Inquiry
Thet m un ition companies opposed 

a Senate in q u iry  on the h igh p a tr i­
o tic  grounds tha t such an in q u iry  
m ight d ivu lge m ilita ry  secrets and 
so weaken the country. The in ­
q u iry  shows th a t a ll Uncle Sam’s 
arms and m unitions, naval and m il­
ita ry  were on d isplay like  a street 
peddler's f r u it  to any country from  
B o liv ia  to Japan who m ight be a 
possible customer fo r  the D u Fonts. 
That these countries were possible 
and even lik e ly  “ enemies”  made no 
difference as long as the m unitions 
company made bloody profits. 
J.ilte old J. I*. Morgan who cleaned 
up a tid y  amount o f blood money 
selling defective rifles  to “ h is”  
government du ring  the c iv i l  war, 
the modern Am erican m unitions 
m aker is deeply interested in  the 
we lfare o f his country ju s t so long 
as th a t coincides w ith  the w e lfa re  
of h is pocket.

*  *  *

The American Legion
To those workers who wonder 

how the Am erican Legion and the 
vig ilan tes got th a t way, the fo l­
low ing W ar Departm ent figures 
may be o f in terest. O f those who 
were dra fted  in to  the arm y du ring  
the w ar— 24 percent were ill ite ra te  
and 10 percent morons.

*  *  *

Strike Statistics a la T.U.U.L.
Figures issued by the “ Pen and 

A n v il”  show the grow ing strength 
o f the T .U .U .L . unions. In  one 
day o f last week 50 percent o f a ll 
strikes were called by the T.U.U.L. 
and 50 percent by the A. F. o f L. 
F igures show th a t tw o (2 ) strikes 
were called— one (1) by the A. F. 
o f L . in vo lv ing  500,000 tex tile  
workers and one (1) by the T.U.U. 
L . W h ile  the A. F. o f L . s trike  is 
s t i l l  on the T .U .U .L . strike , due to 
its  splendid leadership is settled. 
Th is s tr ike  involved tw o  (2 ) w o rk ­
ers and was settled when recogni­
tion  of the R evolu tionary Union 
was granted. The boss is a mem­
ber o f the I.W .O. — B IL L .

Embarrassing
Questions

upporter o f the I.L .D . iu 
Boston sent the fo llow ing  le tte r to 
the na tjona l office o f th a t organ­
iza tion :

*  *  *

Boston, Mass.
Sept. 9, 1934

In te rn a tion a l Labor Defense 
80 Kast 11th Street 
N. Y. O.
Comrades,

1 read on an orange-colored 
"Scottsboro - Herndon - Thaelmann 
A pp lica tion  Card” , given me a t the 
¡Seottsboro - Herndon meeting i  n 
Boston las t n igh t, tha t the I.L .D . 
'organizes fo r m a s s  strugg le 

against cap ita lis t class ju s tice  in  
a ll its  form s.”

Is not one fo rm  o f ca p ita lis t class 
jus tice  the hounding o f T ro tsky  by 
the French Government V Have 
you been organizing fo r  mass 
struggle against th is  fo rm  of cap­
ita lis t class jus tice  ?

lo u r  card says also tha t the I.  
L. D. "fig h ts  fo r the r ig h t of p o li­
tica l asylum ”  is  not T ro tsky  de­
nied by the U. ¡8. Government the 
r ig h t of po litica l asylum, and is 
no t th is  denial another fo rm  of 
cap ita lis t class justice? A re  you 
therefore lig h tin g  fo r T ro tsky ’s 
r ig h t of p o lit ic a l asylum?

Your card fu r th e r states tha t the 
I.L .D . "u tilize s  the en tire  labor 
press . . . fo r the m ob iliza tion  of 
mass support fo r  its  p rogram ,”  and 
its  program , as stated above, in ­
cludes "s trugg le  against cap ita lis t 
class jus tice  in  a ll its  fo rm s”  and 
•for the r ig h t of p o lit ic a l asylum ” . 
Are you there fore u tiliz in g  the en- 
.ire  labor press fo r  the m obiliza­
tion  of mass support to force the 
French Government to stop m olest­
ing T ro tsky  and to force the U. S. 
Government to g ra n t h im  the r ig h t 
of p o lit ic a l asylum?

1 believe th a t you are not iu  
these instances liv in g  up to w hat 
your card claims. W hy not? Sure­
ly  cap ita lism  likes to d ivide and 
rule, and is p a rtic u la r ly  pleased 
when its  enemies do not defend 
each other as against the common 
toe. 1 believe I  have a r ig h t to an 
answer from  you. 1 have many 
times contribu ted through the I.L . 
D. such sums and efforts  as I  
could. I  enclose 30c more fo r the 
.Scottsboro-Herndon campaign, and 
a 3e stamp fo r  your reply.

Sincerely,

Meeting to Defy 
Nazis in Yorkville

In  tlie  past s ix  months the Nazis 
in Y o rkv ille  have been doing th ings 
p re tty  much as they please. A l­
though th e ir  on ly show o f force 
thus fa r  li.is been the singing of 
.lie  H orst Wessel song in  beer ga r­
dens and s tru ttin g  around iu  th e ir 
B rown sh ifted  uniform s, the w o rk­
ing class organizations have not 
yet dared to l i f t  th e ir heads open­
ly  in  a concentrated e ffo rt to get 
rid  o f them.

Some tim e ago LaG uard ia  closed 
8(ith Street to p o lit ic a l meetings 
oecause the Nazis broke up w ork- 
. ug class street meetings. Now the 
Democrats and Fusionists are a l­
lowed to hold meetings w h ile  w o rk­
ing class organizations are d is­
crim inated against. The S ta lin - 
'.sts, w h ile  boasting o f “ fo rg ing  
ahead i i i  the tigh t against Fas­
cism” , have confined the ta lk  of 
figh ting  the Nazis to th e ir  own 
United F ront (League A ga inst W ar 
ind Fascism ) and petitions to the 
■inyor to open 86th Street. When 

asked to jo in  iu  a rea l un ited fro n t 
by the S. Y. L. the Y. C. L . coun- 
ered w ith  an in v ita tio n  to jo in  the 

League Aga inst W ar and Fascism.
The H arlem  Branch of the S.Y.L. 

and C ircles 6 and 9 (Y o rk v ille  and 
IIn r.cm ) of the Y.P.S.L., rea liz ing  
.ha t only by a un ited e ffo rt could 
chey ward off the Nazis and rid  
Y o rkv ille  of th e ir poisonous p ro­
paganda, have form ed a United 
F ront Committee against Fascism 
in Y o rkv ille . T h is  United F ron t 
lias as its  objectives the ho ld ing of 
jo in t street meetings in  Y o rkv ille , 
he opening up o f 86th Street to a ll 

w ork ing class organizations, and 
.lie bu ild ing  up o f a pow erfu l 
movement against Fascism. The 
firs t jo in t  outdoor street meeting 
to be held by the U n ited Com m it­
tee w i l l  take place on Monday, 
Sept. 17th on 85th Street & 3rd 
Ave. a t 8 P.M. A ll workers are 
urged to attend.

IN  TH E TR A D E  U N IO N S
Salem, Lawrence 
Workers Confused

Salem, Mass., Sept. 10.— In  the 
Pequot M ills  in th is  tow n the loom- 
lixers, num bering about a hundred, 
were the on ly ones to answer the 
s tr ike  call of the U. T . W.

A lthough the rest o f the workers 
voted unanim ously not to strike, 
some 20 have q u it in  sympathy.

Because the loomfixers s truck 
so lid ly, h a lf the looms are not 
w orking. A t f irs t the bosses had 
three scabs, inc lud ing  the son of 
the loca l Sheriff, but they fa iled 
to show up th is  week, and a ll the 
bosses are try in g  to become loom- 
fixers. They can’t  do the job, how­
ever, and the second s h ift is shut 
down en tire ly .

McMahon Responsible
I f  the weavers' and other w ork­

ers s truck  the whole m il l would 
shut down. The reason they have 
not done so, however, is not tha t 
they love th e ir bosses o r  " th e ir ”  
country, but because of the tre a t­
ment they have received from  the 
U.T.W . Last year there was a 
s tr ike  here, but MacMahon “ ou t­
lawed" it ,  and stopped the pay­
ment of s tr ike  benefits from  the 
money paid in  by these workers in  
dues. A ll but the loom fixers jo ined 
a new union called the independ­
ent Sheeting W orkers Union, w h ich 
fin a lly  negotiated a settlement.

The Independent is headed by 
one Levesque, who uses th is  back­
ground to keep the workers d iv id ­
ed, w h ile  he ho llers fo r  police to 
■protect" the Independents.

No fly in g  squads have visited 
Salem, and the picket capta in  de­
clares tha t the Salem workers are 
"not interested”  in  Lawrence. 
Lawrence Suffers fron t O ld Wounds

In  Lawrence the s itua tion  is 
worse. T h is  c ity , the scene of 
many m ilita n t strikes in  the past 
has, u n t il the past few days been 
as s ilen t as a tomb. The reason 
fo r  th is  is th a t Lawrence has been 
a concentration po in t fo r the S ta l­
in ists. One s trike  a few years ago 
was actua lly  led, w h ile  i t  lasted, 
by the .Stalinists E d ith  Berkman, 
B il l  M urdock and Pat Devine.

These enemies o f the A. F. o f L. 
brand o f bureaucracy refused to 
share con tro l of the s trike  w ith  the 
rank and file, so when they were 
arrested on te legraphic deporta­
tio n  w arrants, the s trike  was 
broken and the workers u tte r ly  de­
moralized. June C ro ll was in  Law ­
rence as a d isorganize^ and a fte r 
she got the workers completely 
disorganized she le ft. How suc­
cessful she W as is attested by the 
fac t tha t so fu r  not one single w o rk ­
er has come out on strike . I f  they 
do come out i t  w i l l  be in  response 
to the U .T.W ., and not the “ Indus­
t r ia l”  Union o f the S ta lin is ts .

—STANTON.

Textile Strike in 
Connecticut

A lling tow n , Conn.—  The Am eri 
can M ills  p lan t was struck here 
fo r  the second tim e in five months. 
The firs t strike , fou r months ago, 
was a complete success. The union 
was recognized and wages were 
raised. A t  present 35% o f the em­
ployees are out, and every m orn­
in g  and evening sees five bus loads 
of scabs enter and leave. They 
are preceded and fo llowed by an 
autom obile fu l l  o f detectives and 
in  the m iddle is a big sedan fu l l  of 
thugs— scum obviously picked up 
from  the dregs o f the c ity . The 
m a jo rity  of scabs are carted in 
from  W aterbary every day, expens­
es paid by the bosses.

The main com plaint o f the w o rk­
ers, here as elsewhere, is the 
stre tch-out system. One person 
operating one loom earns $12 per 
week ; and in  order to make enough 
to support th e ir fam ilies the oper­
ators are forced to run tw o looms 
a t least— fo r  which they receive 
$21 per week. Needless to say, i t  
is beyond the capacity of one per­
son to con tinua lly  run  two or more 
looms a t the proscribed speed 
w ith ou t a breakdown in  health.

There is p icketing m orn ing and 
n igh t, the scabs eating th e ir  lunch 
w ith in  the p lan t confines. As the 
m a jo rity  of s trike rs  are g ir ls  and 
women there is plenty of noise 
whenever a scab sticks his head out 
the w indow. — JAY HARDE.
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JO IN  T H E  COMMUNIST LEAGUE

H erbert Hoover delivered a 
broadside at the Recovery program  
o f the Roosevelt adm in is tra tion  in 
a series of artic les appearing in  
the reactionary Saturday Evening 
Post. These artic les are excerpts 
from  a book to be published th is  

; month. Under the slogan of “ The 
¡Challenge to L ib e rty ” , Hoover de­
fends the sanctity  of p riva te  
cap ita lis t property.

Around a few  h a lf tru th s  and a 
series of bourgeois catch phrases 
about lib e rty  and jus tice  Hoover 
lias b u ilt up a s tructure  of lies and 
m isstatements. B reaking the silence 
m aintained since his defeat, the 
slarcmeuts o f the form er P resi­
dent represent more than m erely a 
ba ttle  of the “ outs”  against the 
“ ins” . The a ttack is not on ly an 
attem pt o f the conservative Hoover 
w ing o f the Republican pa rty  to 
assert its  leadership in  the present 
stage o f flux  and confusion, in  pre­
paration fo r p o litica l realignm ent. 
I t  is also the p la tfo rm  fo r the 
struggle o f a pow erfu l contending 
group of Am erican im peria lists 
who were swept out of office in  the 
Roosevelt landslide and replaced1 
by another group of im peria lis ts .

“Tories” S till Alive
The role of tlie  Am erican ” T orys”  

is not over ju s t because tlie  “ lib ­
era lism ”  of the Roosevelt adm in is­
tra tio n  has become so predom inat­
ing. Th is struggle w ith in  the camp 
of the cap ita lis t class, in its  ebb 
and flow, reflects the veering of 
the ru lin g  class w ith  the changing 
class re lations, and class pressures 
both in te rn a lly  and in te rna tiona lly . 
The rap id  spread of Fascism in 
Europe and its  effect upon w orld  
conditions is a challenge to the 
pa rliam en ta ry  fo rm  o f bourgeois 
ru le  th a t cannot be ignored by any 
group o f Am erican cap ita lis t p o li­
tic ians. In  th is  case both the con­
servative and progressive w ing of 
cap ita lis t po litic ians can continue 
th e ir  p ra ttle  about “ lib e rty ” .

Hoover does no t take his cue 
from  the Am erican S ta lin is ts  who 
say the New Deal is leading to­
ward Fascism and already is p a rt­
ly Fascist. No, Hoover says the 
present government po licy o f “ N a­
tiona l Regim entation”  is leading 
toward Socialism  and is already 
p a rtly  Socialism. O f course both 
views are wrong because the eco­
nomic system in  its  present decay 
stage has the earm arks of both. 
A decisive question fo r  the w o rk ing  
class is to  know how to gain the 
fru its  o f its  own pressure upon the 
cap ita lis t class, and not a llow  any 
group o f cap ita lis t ru lers, e ither in 
the name of Socialism or Fascism 
to snatch the f r u i t  o f its  grow ing 
m ight and pressure from  its  hands.

Half-Truths
Hoover is correct when he says, 

“ Not on ly in  the U n ited States bu t 
throughout the w orld , the whole 
philosophy of in d iv idu a l lib e rty  
( bourgeois in d iv idua l lib e rty — H. 
O. ) is  under a ttack. He is also 
correct when he refers to the NRA, 
w ith o u t nam ing it ,  and says, “ A ll 
th is  Is, in  fact, the greatest legal 
mechanism ever devised fo r  squeez­
ing  the sm all com petitor out o f ac­
tion. eas ily  and by the m ajesty of 
the law .”  However, D arrow , speak-

ing fo r  the m iddle class, said the 
same th ing  much more elegantly. 
L ikew ise when he says, “ The firs t 
step o f economic reg im entation is 
a vast cen tra liza tion  of the power 
in the E xecu tive ." He is also cor­
rect. N a tu ra lly  none of these tru ths  
are explained, o r developed to th e ir 
logica l conclusion, because as such 
they could not be used as ammu­
n itio n  against the Democrats by 
ll ie  "s a in tly ”  Republicans, bu t ra ­
ther, they would be an ind ictm ent 
against a l l form s o f cap ita lis t ru le  
and a ll k inds of bourgeois p o lit i­
cians, and against t lie  cap ita lis t 
system as a whole.

In  a b last against the m onetary 
po licy o f t lie  Roosevelt adm in is tra ­
tion , Hoover has the nerve to draw 
the fo llow ing  correct conclusion 
about the s h ift from  policy holder 
to stockholder. "Thus the ric h  be­
come richer, and the poor poorer.”  
Th is is ba it fo r  po litica l saps to 
vote Republican— who w il l  “ de­
fend”  the poor.

Facts vs. Conclusions
B u t these economic facts, pointed 

out by Hoover's group, against the 
Roosevelt group in  the inne r s trug­
gle o f the im peria lis ts  fo r  power 
and wealth, contradicts his conclu­
sions. T h is  man, whom the yellow 
press praises so h igh ly  fo r  his eco­
nomic education and a b ility , turns 
out to be the w orst k ind  of vu lgar 
economist. I f  i t  is true, as Hoover 
says, tha t under the New Deal, 
concentration o f wealth and cen­
tra liza tio n  of government con tin ­
ues, th a t the rich  are getting r ic h ­
er, and the poor poorer, tha t sm all­
er un its  o f production are being 
squeezed out under the code set-up, 
tha t the “ Managed currency”  is to 
enable the Government to change 
from  tme to tim e tlie  purchasing 
power of the currency fo r a ll com­
modities, wages salaries and in ­
comes.”  T h is  means th a t prices 
can be sent upward and real wages 
downward w ith  the greatest of ease 
any tim e the r u ling  class so desires 
once the s tra ig h tja cke t o f the mon­
eta ry po licy and the NR A is secure 
around the w o rk ing  class.

These economic facts th a t Hoov­
er {Kiints out run  counter to his 
whole thesis and conclusions— thn t 
the present government policies are 
leading tow ard socialism  and th a t 
the government has already taken 
certa in  steps along the path of so­
cia lism .

The “Liberty” Racket
A t least Hoover’s economics is 

not as vu lga r as the economics of 
many Socialists, who see Socialism 
in  the New Deal, o r the S ta lin is ts  
who see Fascism in  it .  Hoover is 
not serious in  his charge th a t the 
Government policies are socialistic. 
Th is is b a it fo r  conservative sup­
po rt w ith in  both parties. Hoover 
is serious about lib e rty , but not the 
k ind  o f lib e rty  he speaks about in 
h is a rtic le . Such p ra ttle  about 
lib e rty , abstract pure lib e rty , is 
m erely the age-old propaganda to 
catch the un in itia ted . Bourgeois 
lib e rty  in  its  most favorable fo rm  
means complete freedom to exp lo it 
labor power and n a tu ra l resources 
w ith  the least possible amount of 
government regulations. W h o l e  
pages are devoted to abstract ta lk

The Middle Class 
Backing of Sinclair

San Francisco, Aug. 31.— A semi-
r ia l Democratic bloc was formed 

w ith in  tlie  C a lifo rn ia  Democratic- 
pa rty  (lienee tlie  national pa rty  as 
w e ll) when Upton S inc la ir, erst­
w h ile U topian Socialist, won the 
Dem ocratic nom ination fo r Gov­
ernor of C a lifo rn ia  in  the prim ary  
election of August 28. l ie  {Killed 
approxim ately 407,710 votes as 
compared to 268,720 cast fo r  his 
closest opponent, the w ar-tim e pro­
pagandist, George Creel. The act­
ing governor, strike-b reaking F rank 
M erriam , won the Republican no­
m ination w it l i approxim ately 339,- 
509 votes.

S inc la ir, in  add ition  to freeing 
Tom Mooney, proposes to establish 
state land colonies fo r the uneni 
ployed; acquire id le factories fo r 
the unemployed to w o rk ; issue 
scrip fo r  the wages and products 
of th is  cooperative system ; repeal 
t lie  present sales tax : increase the 
income ta x : increase the in h e ri­
tance tax  ; increase taxes on public 
u t i l i t y  corpora tions; exempt from  
taxa tion  a ll sm all homes and 
ranches assessed a t less than $3,- 
000; add add itiona l taxes on un­
im proved la n d ; pension the aged, 
t lie  b lind  ami disabled, and widows.

The re fo rm is t na ture o f th is  p ro ­
gram  is evident. The basic con­
trad ic tions  between cap ita l and la ­
bor are unsolved. There arises 
fu rtherm ore tlie  new contrad ic tion 
o f unemployed workers producing 
cheap goods eoopeatively in com­
pe tition  w ith  goods produced fo r 
p ro fit by explo ited labor.

T lie  social elements th a t nom i­
nated S inc la ir in the p rim ary  elec­
tion  are the type common to Social 
Dem ocracy: a number of the m ar­
g ina l m iddle-class such as indepen­
dent grocers, shoe makers, c igar 
makers, and sm all farm ers — in 
fact, almost a ll those elements tha t 
compete w ith  chain stores, trusts, 
or corpora tions; the in te llectua ls 
supporting S inc la ir were m ain ly  
teachers and m in is te rs ; fina lly , not 
a few trade un ion ists and unem­
ployed supported tlie  E l ’ lC  plan.

The greatest organized support 
came from  the Utopian Society, a 
group tha t is essentially m iddle- 
class. B y correctly in te rp re tin g  the 
demands o f these elements S inc la ir 
has successfully developed a So­
c ia l Dem ocratic frac tion  w ith in  tlie  
Dem ocratic party . The im portance 
of th is  bloc in state or na tional 
po litics w i l l  depend on the degree 
of fu tu re  compromise. Soon S in­
c la ir  w i l l  have to decide whether 
liis  group w ill be liqu idated by 
means of compromise in to  the offi­
c ia l C a lifo rn ia 's  decrepit Socialist 
pa rty  or continue liis  m iddle o f 
the road course. B ut regardless of 
how soon the offic ia l Democratic 
pa rty  flings its  "p ro tective ”  coat 
over S inc la ir's  in fan t (and i t  prob­
ably w i l l  fo r  S inc la ir has courted 
Roosevelt and Farley  since liis  
candidacy) the fina l election in 
November w ill be fought more 
along class lines than pa rty  lines.

In  C a lifo rn ia , more rap id ly  than 
elsewhere perhaps, pa rty  lines are 
breaking down and class lines are 
fo rm ing , (.'reel's campaign manag­
er announces th a t tlie  Democratic 
p a rty  has been raped by S inc la ir. 
O ther Dem ocratic candidates and 
leaders announce they w ill not sup­
po rt the rap is t. The cap ita lis t 
newspapers ca ll S in c la ir a red ! 
Indus tria lis ts , fo rm erly  Democrats, 
have begun supporting M erriam . 
Business men bewail tlie  ca lam ity  
tha t w ill be fa ll C a lifo rn ia  i f  S in­
c la ir  is elected governor. Mean­
w h ile  the pragm atic w ork ing  class 
considers S inc la ir less obnoxious 
than the C a lifo rn ia  Reaction and 
supports him  as the lesser of the 
two evils. — JON' DANE.

SUBSC R IB E TO TH E  M IL ITA N T

JOIN TH E  COMMUNIST LEAGUE

Hooliganism
Again

The P ittsburgh branches of the 
Communist League and the Spar­
tacus Youth have d is tribu ted  the 
fo llow ing  le a fle t:

* •  *
TO A L L  W O R K IN G  CLASS 
O R G A N IZ A T IO N S !

You w ill recall tha t in  San 
Francisco groups o f V ig ilantes 
were organized by the ru lin g  class 
to smash w ork ing  class meetings 
and th e ir  homes.

A s im ila r inc ident happened 
very recently in  P ittsburgh. H it-  
.e rile  methods were used by the 
Communist P a rty  (S ta lin is ts ) in 
oeating up one of our 19-year old 
members F riday  evening, August 
31, fo r d is tr ib u tin g  leaflets adver­
tis in g  a meeting of t lie  Spartacus 
Couth League.

On the fo llow ing  evening when 
the Spartacus Youth League a t­
tempted to proceed w ith  the ir 
meeting a group of S ta lin is ts , num ­
bering approxim ate ly fo rty  people, 
came in to  the meeting ha ll, provo­
cated and gave us an u ltim atum  
tha t a ce rta in  member of the Com­
m unist League of Am erica and a 
certa in sym pathizer w i l l  never be 
perm itted to speak before any 
w ork ing class organization as long 
as the Communist P arty  exists in  
P ittsburgh.

We w ish to stress the fac t tha t 
in m in ia tu re  from  th is  is an exact 
reproduction of the Madison Square 
Garden a ffa ir.

We call on a ll workers’ organiz­
ations to condemn such tactics as 
R E AC TIO N AR Y in the labor 
movement.

The Communist League of A m er­
ica and tlie  P ittsbu rgh  Branch of 
the Spartacus Youth League w il l  
hold a meeting in  the near fu tu re  
where tlie  proh ib ited speakers w ill 
appear. We urge a ll workers to a t­
tend and defend th is  meeting. Y’ou 
w ill lie notified through a separate 
leaflet as to the tim e and place of 
th is  meeting.

We believe th a t only the w ork ing 
class can pu t an end to  th is  hool­
iganism in  the labor movement.

—Communist League of America
—Spartacus Youth League 

Pittsburgh Branch

Letters to the 
Editor

We are now undertak ing a fu n ­
damental change in  t lie  character 
of the M ilitant. From  a theore ti­
cal organ dealing p r im a r ily  w ith  
in tra -p a rty  m atters and tlie  c la r if i­
cation of princ ip les we are try ing  
to transform  i t  in to  a popular w ork­
ing class p o lit ic a l weekly. Our 
purpose is to f i l l  a great need in 
th is  coun try— a M arx ian  newspa 
per, understandable to every w o rk ­
er, tha t te lls  the tru th  about events 
as they occur, tha t fights the cap­
ita lis t system and n il its  agents in 
the trade unions and elsewhere and 
tha t answers the problems o f tlie  
labor movement. We would wel 
come suggestions, comments or 
c ritic ism  from  our readers or from  
workers they bear ta lk in g  about 
the M ilitant. We believe tha t such 
le tte rs are the best barometer of 
whether we are on the r ig h t track 
or not. Below is a le tte r received 
from  Parkersburg, W. Va.

. . . The bundle order o f one 
hundred M ilitants have been re­
ceived and have already been d is­
tribu ted  to tlie  s trikers. The seeds 
o f M arxism  have been sown on 
v irg in  s o i l; at least one met w it l i 
no resistance w h ile  passing the 
M ilitant to them. T lie  workers 
were not on ly w e ll pleased w ith  
the ir a rtic le  on the strike, but they 
also read the other accounts w ith  
much in te rest.”

ORDER A BUNDLE- OF M IL I­
TANTS— ONE CENT PER COPY.

about lib e rty . Th is is the main 
stem of Hoover's lie. Because Hoo­
ver knows as w e ll as we know that 
under anv class soei-.y th e t"  can 
on ly lie class lib e rty  fo r the ru lin g  
class. Under cha ttle  slavery lib e r­
ty  fo r  the masters. Under feuda l­
ism lib e rty  fo r the lords. Under 
cap ita lism  lib e rty  fo r  tea cap ita l­
ists. Under cap ita lism  lib e rty  fo r  
the workers means lib e rty  to sell 
th e ir  labor power to any cap ita lis t 
they desire, the lib e rty  of choosing 
th e ir  own exp lo iter. B u t under 
cap ita lism  there is no escape fo r 
the w orker from  exp lo ita tion— from  
wage slavery. The means of sup­
pression necessary to keep the 
workers in  subjection, to a greater 
or lesser degree, depend upon bow 
contented they remain.

Under any society w ith  classes 
the terms libe rty , justice, democra­
cy and d ic ta to rsh ip  can on ly have 
meaning and tru th  as class terms 
w ith  class definitions. B ut the ru l­
ing  cap ita lis t m in o rity  can not 
speak the tru th , they m ust hide 
th e ir  class lib e rty  behind phrases 
o f lib e rty  fo r a ll.
Competition for “Forgotten Man”
Hoover is against “ na tiona l reg i­

m enta tion”  and fo r  “ lib e rty ” . He 
is opposed to code restrictions on 
business and fo r  “ rea l competi­
t io n ” . He wants the government 
to get out of business and stop 
penalizing “ t h r i f t ” . In  fac t, he a l­
most speaks fo r the “ forgotten 
man” . Roosevelt beat h im  to tha t 
clever sales ta lk .

W hat Hoover is not able to rea l­
ize is tha t he is a pa rtner of the 
New Deal. I t  was the Hoover 
Commission, under his adm in is tra ­
tion th a t brought in a lengthy, vo l­
uminous report in  economic and 
social trends in Am erica. This 
Commission pointed out m a n y  
facts, showing both the weak spots 
and the breakdown in the system. 
That was valuable bourgeois eco­
nomic research. The Roosevelt ad­
m in is tra tion  is merely try in g  to 
patch up these holes in  the econo­
mic struc tu re  o f Am erican cap ita l 
ism tha t the Hoover Commission 
pointed out. The whole difference 
revolves around the ways a n i 
means to patch up the cap ita lis t 
system and to keep Am erica on top 
o f the heap o f decaying w orld  cap 
ita lism . Hoo.ver th inks  his conser­
va tive  ca p ita lis t method is super­
io r to the Roosevelt progressive 
method o f saving capita lism . Roos­
evelt is a t least clever enough to 
th row  crumbs to the workers every 
tim e he dishes out b ig  portions to 
the cap ita lis t class. Hoover d idn ’ t 
have th is  technique.

The inner cap ita lis t struggle of 
Am erican im peria lism  fo r  contro l 
of the state m achinery is becoming 
sharper. The L ib e rt League of 
Sm ith and his b ig  financier backers, 
and the H erbe rt Hoover “ Challenge 
to  L ib e rty ”  are m erely the opening 
guns in  the  strugg le o f these groups 
fo r  the spoils of exp lo ita tion  and 
the possible booty o f im peria lis t 
wars. —HUGO OEHLER. i

M A R C H  O F  
EVENTS

Tlie State and tlie NRA
Even the most casual study of 

the NR A and the philosophy back 
of i t  cannot help revealing th a t the 
forces at w o rk  >.u the cap ita lis t 
system pushing i t  along the road 
to state capita lism , are independ­
ent, by and large, o f the vo litions 
o f those compelled to subm it to 
these forces. Thus the “ philoso­
phy (o r ideology) o f the New Deal 
finds itse lf con tinua lly  and apolo­
ge tica lly  a t variance w ith  the rea l­
ity , w ith  the needs o f cap ita lism  in  
cris is  th a t th ru s t upon the state 
greater and greater tasks th a t pre­
viously were the cure of “ p riva te  
in it ia t iv e " . R ieliberg, reporting on 
the present status of the NRA, 
disclaim s any desire to do precise­
ly  w hat he is d o in g ; “ The very 
t il in g  tha t we in  the ad m in is tra ­
tion are try in g  to do is get away 
from  tlie  superstate. We are t r y ­
ing to decentralize problems by 
balancing forces. We are le ttin g  
priva te  in it ia t iv e  handle th ings." 
i f  p riva te  in it ia t iv e  (p riva te  p ro ­
pe rty) could have handled th ings 
then there would have been no 
NRA. The NRA is the p re lim ina ry  
form  tha t state development has 

I taken in  Am erica on the roftd o f 
t lie  transfo rm a tion  of th is  super­
s truc tu re  in accordance w ith  the 
requirements of im p e ria lis t ca p ita l­
ism. I t  is w o rth  noting th a t R ich- 
berg (as also Tugw e ll in  the quiz 
he had to undergo before his ap­
pointm ent aa Assistant Secretary) 
makes the sharpest d is tinc tion  be­
tween the NRA and planned eco­
nomy. The New Deal " is  tak ing  
us to a balanced ra the r than a 
planned economy. . . . When you 
ta lk  planned economy, you may 
th in k  o f a system o f which people 
are to ld w hat to produce and how. 
You can 't effect th is  w ith o u t enter­
ing the field o f socialism .”  How  
he proposes to create a system o f 
“ permanent p rosperity”  w ith o u t 
p lanning R ie liberg b land ly  ignores. 
He th inks of the problem as Invo lv­
ing merely the m a in ta in in g  o f  a 
balance between Industry  and a g r i­
cu ltu re  (as though th is  were pos­
sible under1 cap ita lism ).

*  •  •

Owen D. Young and tlie Farmer
< iwen D. Young also wants a 

balance m aintained between indus­
try  and ag ricu ltu re . B ut he is op­
posed to the NR A and becomes the 
firm  champion— does th is  indus trl- 
a l-banker-cap ita lis t, head of one of 
Am erica’s g r e a t e s t  m onopolist 
trus ts— o f freedom fo r  the fa r ­
mer, freedom, th a t Is, to sup­
po rt capita lism . The farm ers, says 
he, hold freedom o f action 
sacred and w i l l  not to le rate coer­
cion in the use of the land they 
ca ll ( ! )  th e ir  own. The fa rm er 
accepts no man as his boss, resents 
d iscip line o f the fac to ry  wh istle , 
specified hours o f work, ect. We 
hope tha t a ll the wage slaves ex­
ploited by the Youngs take due 
note o f the great adm ira tion  of 
th is  boss fo r those who resent the 
cap ita lis t fac to ry  d iscip line. Young 
is engaged here iu bu ild ing  up the 
m yth o f the “ free”  Am erican fa r ­
mer (m ost o f whom are already in  
the tenant and fa rm  p ro le ta ria t 
class, the rest so heavily mortgaged 
by the hanker Youngs th a t they are 
rap id ly  fa llin g  in to  th a t class). 
Young would like  to drive  a wedge 
between the farm ers and the w o rk ­
ers, to keep them separated, to set 
one against the other— in  order to 
d iv ide and rule. He gives the usual 
lip  service to the fraud  of having 
the government “ arrange”  its  na­
tiona l economy so th a t there is a 
ju s t economic balance between the 
price which the fa rm er gets fo r  
w hat he sells and the price which 
tlie  fa rm er pays fo r  w hat he buys. 
As though i t  is not the very nature 
of the system of capita lism  its e lf 
to render th is  impossible by its  
p ilin g  i f  pro fits  on the cost of raw  
m ateria ls bought from  the fa rm er 
and the labor nower o f the worker. 

*  *  •
Monopoly Capitalism Crushes 
the Farmer

Young is one of the forem ost 
proponents of the system o f mono­
poly capita lism  th a t reaches out 
fo r complete con tro l of the m arket 
and establishes by its  g r ip  on the 
m arket not on ly  the price o f its  
products bu t the prices pa id  fo r  the 
raw  m ateria ls. The in d iv id u a l 
fa rm er is  u tte r ly  helpless, ju s t as 
is the in d iv idu a l w orker, In  the 
face of monopoly capita lism . B u t 
th is does not stop Young, tongue 
in cheek, from  ca llin g  on the gov­
ernment to he lp the fa rm er “ nega­
t iv e ly ”  by preventing the  tak in g  of 
u n fa ir advantage through a r t if ic ia l 
price contro l, through cred it d is­
c rim ination , and through a rt if ic ia l 
m arket m an ipu la tion  and m arke t 
speculation. O. D. Young is ty p i­
cal of tha t class o f financier' and 
stock m an ipu la to r who attem pts to 
pose as a captain o f indus try  and 
therefore "a llie d ”  w ith  the  fa rm er 
against the speculators and grasp­
ing bankers. B u t the fa rm e r is not 
taken in  by th is  pose. He knows 
tha t monopoly cap ita lism  is  the 
root of a l l ev il and the hard eco­
nomic facts tha t d is in h e rit h im  
from  the land, th a t convert h im  
steadily in to  tenant fa n n e r o r fa rm  
w orker, are too close at hand fo r  
the fa rm er to be hoodwinked by 
sweet words th n t celebrate his 
vanished freedom. The fa rm e r Is 
becoming increasing ly aware o f the 
game o f the cap ita lis ts  to  set h im  
against his n a tu ra l a lly , the c ity  
worker. — JACK WEBER.
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QUESTION BOX Manifesto of the W orkers Party of Canada W ORLD OF LABOR
S. P. “M IL IT A N T", N. Y.—

Question: I f  foreign intervention is excluded, how 
can the possibility of a counter-revolutionary over­
throw in the Soviet Union be spoken of, since there 
is no class upon which the reaction could base such 
an overthrow?

Answer: I f  your premise were correct, there would 
be some basis for your conclusion. The peasantry, 
however, remains as the class upon which the coun­
ter-revolution can draw.

The moujic is no idealist. He thinks in terms of 
the hard, material things of life: grain, shoes, cotton 
cloth, pots and pans, etc. Just so long as the Soviet 
regime provides him, in return for his grain, with 
as many, or more city-made products as he could 
obtain in the open market, he will continue to sup­
port the Workers' Dictatorship. If, however, the 
open market promises him more for his grain than 
does the Workers’ State, he endeavors to throw off 
those fetters which stand in the way of his material 
advantage. I t  is only one step from this demand 
for the open national market to the demand for the 
open international market—the abolition of the mon­
opoly of foreign trade.

Without, therefore, wishing to re-establish capi­
talism, the peasantry under these circumstances 
willy-nilly becomes the ally of reaction.

I t  is incorrect, particularly at this point, to ab­
stract from foreign intervention. Usually this is 
thought of in the pure military sense, and it is for­
gotten that in the economic lield it goes on continu­
ally. Because the industrial development of the im­
perialist countries is superior to that of the Soviet 
Union, which is tied economically to the world 
market, a constant intervention is taking place, 
which weaken he possibility of the Workers’ State 
in overcoming the gap between what is taken from 
the peasant and what is given to him.

Unless the proletariat of the advanced capitalist 
countries are able to give timely aid to the Soviet 
Union, this process may prove to be fatal, particu­
larly since armed intervention stands ready to back 
up its more powerfully economic ally.

•  •  •
C. W. K., New Haven—

Sorry, but there is no short cut to economics any 
more than to geometry, and your editor knows of 
no books where you can find such a simplified ex­
planation of the mechanics of inflation as you re­
quest. The following, however, may help you if you 
are faced with the necessity of explaining this phe­
nomenon to workers with limited economic know­
ledge.

Because of the limited development of commerce 
and finance practically all of the business in the 
middle ages was transacted through the medium of 
gold or silver coin. Since the carrying of the coin 
was both expensive and dangerous, many merchants 
found it expedient to form institutions in which the 
metal coin could be deposited, and upon which you 
could issue certificates, to use for making payments. 
The receiver of such a certificate, knowing that he 
could get the metal on demand, fully accepted it at 
its face value. If, however, he wished to make a 
purchase or payment, he would merely pass it on to 
the next merchant, and in this way certificates equal 
in value to that required for the normal transaction 
of business would remain in circulation.

Assume that 100,000 pounds (by weight) of gold 
had been deposited in such a central warehouse by 
various merchants and that 100,000 pound-notes had 
been issued to them as receipts, which were then put 
into circulation. I f  each note should change hands 
on the average of four times a day, the daily busi­
ness transacted would have a value equal to 400,000 
pounds of gold.

Under these circumstances no inflation could have 
occurred, regardless of what happened to business 
conditions. At the worst all the gold in the vaults 
would have found its way back into private hoards. 
However, as long as the rate of turnover of money 
remlained as above, no more than 400,000 pounds of 
business could have been transacted daily, the same 
as if the gold itself bad been used instead of notes.

I f  the daily average of business increased to 800,- 
000 pounds of gold ill value, the deposit institutions, 
could safely go into the lending business and issue 
an additional 100,000 pound-notes, confident that the 
200,000 pound notes would continue to circulate even 
though there was only 100,000 pounds of gold in the 
vaults.

If , because of a crisis, the average daily value of 
business fell back to 400,000 pounds of gold, 100,000 
pound notes would turn up at the institutions de­
manding gold. I f  all the gold were permitted to be 
withdrawn, there would be none left as a basis for 
the rest of the notes in circulation, and these, upon 
discovery of this fact, would soon become practically 
worthless, except for other assets which the institu­
tions might possess. This would be tantamount to 
a complete inflation.

(The result would have been the same if for some 
reason or other, the institution had issued 200,000 
pound notes while the total value of business re­
mained at 400,000 pounds of gold, requiring only 100,- 
000 pound certificates for circulation.)

The institution might, however, keep the inflation 
partial, a so-called “deflation”. Upon becoming 
aware of the situation it might have announced that 
henceforth each pound note was to be redeemable 
only in a half pound of gold. The 200,000 pound 
notes would then have a value of 100,000 pounds of 
gold and would remain in circulation since this much 
would be required for daily business. (This, essen­
tially, is what Roosevelt did by means of the 60 
cents dollar.)

In  most cases, today, such gold notes, or currency 
are issued by either a banking institution backed by 
thé state power, or by the latter directly, and the 
process is more complicated by the banking system 
through which many of the payments made are bal­
anced against each other, eliminating even the need 
of paper currency. Otherwise there is no essential 
difference between an inflation as we understand it 
today and the illustration cited above.
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•  •  •
Humanity stands at the cross­

roads. Fascism points to the most 
barbarous exploitation of man by 
man, perpetuates the cleavage of 
society into classes, and prepares 
another imperialistic blood-bath. 
Communism liberates the forces of 
production, ennobles the standard 
of life, and realizes the internation­
al solidarity of the race. Which 
alternative is to prevail, the class 
struggle will decide.

World Crisis of Capitalist Decay
Driven by profit-lust and inexor­

able laws of the market, the capi­
talist. system of private ownership 
of the means of production and ex­
ploitation of wage-labor, was once 
m the van of social progress. Su­
perior economic efficiency shattered 
the bonds of feudalism, organized 
the national state, and created the 
lulernationul division of labor. Un­
der the banner of the rights of man 
and popular sovereignty, and in a 
series of wars and insurrections, 
the bourgeoisie successfully fired 
the imagination of the masses, 
mobilizing them to end the privi­
leges of the former regime of priest, 
landlord and noble.

But Capitalism lias reached an 
unendurable state of decay. Pri­
vate property and the national 
frontiers can no longer confine the 
tremendous productive powers of a 
world economy. The "free compe­
tition” of small capitals have given 
way to the international competi­
tion of gigantic monopolies desper­
ately battling for a shrinking world 
market. The struggle for colonies 
and spheres of influence to which 
-o export surplus commodities and 
capital resulted in twenty million 
killed and maimed in the imperial­
ist war, leaving a deadly legacy of 
sharper antagonisms and more 
monstrous militarism. The world 
war and the treaties, the necessary 
consequences of capitalist develop­
ment, marked a turning point, the 
breaking up of the foundations.

The world economic crisis of the 
past five years was no longer the 
normal business cycle of pre-war 
boom and depression but the symp­
tom of the crisis of capitalism it­
self. By the close of 1933 more 
than a third of the world’s trade 
had disappeared; the gold stand­
ard, once the barometer of capital­
ist stability, had been replaced by 
wild zig-zags of paper currency and 
inflation. The increasing misery 
of the masses was attested by col­
ossal armies of unemployed. The 
concessions, in the shape of wages, 
hours and conditions, which capi­
talism in its prime had' yielded to 
the mass pressure, and which 
formed the social basis of reform­
ism, were withdrawn. The bitter 
cooth- and-faug struggle for mark­
ets drives capitalism to launch an 
offensive for the reduction of the 
living standards of the workers to 
the barest minimum of subsistence.

The Menace of Fascism
Under these circumstances, F i­

nance-Capital finds the “normal” 
methods of parliamentarism no 
longer suffice to keep the mounting 
class antagonisms and the deepen­
ing social crisis in control. The 
State has always been the organ of 
the possessing classes to hold the 
exploited classes in subjection; a 
general democracy in the sense of 
social equality, for both exploiter 
and exploited, is impossible. The 
mask of bourgeois democracy con­
cealed the essence of capitalist 
rule. But parliamentary democra­
cy, fraudulent though it be, had 
developed in the struggle against 
feudalism; its limited democratic 
civil liberties afford the most fav­
orable ground for the rise of work­
ing class organization. Aiming at 
¡he unhampered exploitation of the 
working class, Finance-Capital un- 
'eashes fascism, the most savage 
despotic method of capitalist dic­
tatorship to smash all the institu­
tions of proletarian democracy, 
trade union's, parties and press. 
Fascism is the regime of the sabre, 
the bludgeon and concentration 
camp.

As its pawn to crush both bour­
geois democracy and the working 
class, Monopoly-Capital uses the 
petty-bourgeoisie (middle classes) 
which the monopolies have them­
selves ruined by mass production 
and distribution, by inflation and 
deflation. The social crisis, under­
mining their former social superi­
ority over the worker, has thrown 
the small business man, profession­
al man, and farmer off their bal­
ance. Where there is no sufficient­
ly powerful revolutionary party to 
place itself at the head of the na­
tion the middle classes are drawn 
Into the net-work of anti-semitic, 
nationalist and anti-foreign-born 
demagogy, and are fed with the il­
lusion of an “authoritarian” state 
which will subject the great capi­
talists to the interests of the small 
property-owners. But once the sub- 
sidied Fascist movement has tr i­
umphed, Finance Capital turns on 
its petty bourgeois allies, dispelling 
their illusions under the iron heel 
of bureaucratic police and military 
dictatorship.

The natural ally and leader of 
the middle classes is its partner in 
social misery, the proletariat. The 
middle classes must be brought to 
understand that the way out of the 
crisis does not lie in the return to 
more primitive economic forms, in 
projects of monetary inform or dif­

fused stock ownership under condi­
tions of capitalist concentration 
and control. The small farmer 
ground down by Mortgage capital, 
loaded with debt and threatened 
with foreclosure must realize that 
all the Pools, Marketing Acts, and 
“freer credit” are unavailing 
against the technical revolution in 
agriculture and the domination of 
finance capital which bring about 
the chornic agrarian crisis.

The solution of the basic prob­
lems of the middle class is the same 
as the solution of the crisis for the 
working class, the socialization of 
land, industry, and credit. The 
only way to abolish overproduction, 
“under-consumption”, and to pass 
on the gains of technical efficiency 
in the form of ever rising stand­
ards of living and culture is to re­
place the anarchy of the capitalist

market by purposive social plan­
ning and control.

The Conquest of Political Power 
The means of this fundamental 

change in the property relations 
are revolutionary mass action and 
the dictatorship of the proletariat. 
The workers can and must utilize 
the ballot and parliamentarism for 
propaganda, agitation and mobili­
zation of the masses. But no fea­
ture of the social-democratic pro­
gram has proved more completely 
bankrupt than the idea of the pnin- 
less transition from capitalism to 
socialism by means of piece-meal 
.parliamentary social reforms. The 
Workers’ Party does not reject re­
forms ; they can be used to consol­
idate the positions of the workers 
for further struggle. But reforms 
must come as the by-product of 
class-struggle and not as alleged,

Economic Conditions Behind 
Textile Strike

Sprawling and scattered from 
Maine to South Carolina—as far 
West as Mississippi, the textile in­
dustry ranks with steel, mining, 
railroads and autos, one of the 
super-industries of the country. 
Unlike some of its giant brothers, 
it has been in a state of crisis, not 
for a few years, but for more than 
a decade. Along with the great 
mills in, England it has since the 
war been at the center of the in­
ternational crisis in textiles. This 
crisis has had the same fundamen­
tal earmarks of the general crisis 
of capitalist industry: over-expan­
sion of productive capacity, and 
overproduction ( underconsumption) 
of goods.

During the war the industry ex­
panded to meet government de­
mands, seventy-five percent of pro­
duction going for military purpos­
es. After the owners had partici­
pated in cutting the melon of war 
profits, they found on their hands 
excessive plant capacity. T h e n  
came the depression of ’21 to which 
this condition importantly contrib­
uted. Despite all of these signs of 
serious illness, th e  industry 
plunged into another orgy of ex­
pansion. The competition was — 
the “best man” would win, they 
said. Consequently, throughout the 
'20’s an average of two million 
spindles in the cotton section alone 
were continuously idle.

Crisis Intensified
Speed-up, stretch-out, and Im­

provement of machinery have ac­
celerated this condition. The strug­
gle of cotton and wool against silk 
and rayon, capricious fashions, 
waste and anarchic methods of dis­
tribution have added color to this 
pretty picture. The struggle of 
this drunken monster with the tex­
tile lords of Lancashire and Tokyo, 
for the foreign markets, is one of 
the forces behind Roosevelt’s naval 
building campaign. The whole 
world is overproduced. The mark­
ets won’t go around. Profits dwin­
dle, unemployment increases, the 
home market shrinks. The textile 
employer alternates between cut­
ting wages and consulting his war 
department.

For several years a merger move­
ment has been growing, a move­
ment aptly supplemented by cartel­
ization in line with the provisions 
of the NRA. The bosses are organ­
ized.

Altogether there are more than 
a million workers in the textile in­
dustry. They comprise one-eighth 
of the manufacturing workers in 
the country, a greater number 
than in any other single industry. 
And the wages of these workers 
are the lowest in any manufactur­
ing industry except tobacco. In  
1927 for example, a relatively good 
year, wages in cotton mills were 
more than 37% below the average 
earnings for workers in all manu­
facturing industries in the country. 
In  wool they were 10% lower. Un­
der the codes they remained the 
lowest, with differentials bringing 
even lower scales in the South.

Squeezing the Workers
The textile employers, as a result 

of the declining market, take up 
the slack of reduced profits by ev­
ery maneuver known to capitalist 
industry. Machinery is perfected; 
workers are unceremoniously fired; 
the stretch-out squeezes the last 
ounce of the workers’ energy. Along 
with the lowest wages the textile 
workers suffer the worst working 
conditions in the country. The re­
sult has been a long and bitter 
struggle for the right to unionize, 
for shorter hours and higher wages, 
and for better working conditions, 
especially with regard to the 
stretchout.

Methods and devices for increas­
ing speed in order to secure great­
er production for the worker are 
now common in every industry. In  
textiles the speed-up has gone so 
far that the nervous strain upon 
the workers has gone beyond the 
limits of physical toleration.

While the number of spindles has 
been increasing, the number of 
workers has been decreasing. The 
aim of the mill owners has been to 
lower costs and raise profits. I f  
you want to make five thousand a 
year, once advised the American 
Wool and Cotton Reporter, address­
ing new overseers, prove that you 
are worth it. “Prove it by cutting 
down costs, by doubling up the 
machinery per operative and sav­
ing wages.”

“Labor Specialization”
The movement to reduce labor 

costs and dependence upon the 
skilled workers, has progressed 
with increasing severity for many 
years. Employers’ organizations 
meet regularly to formulate prac­
tical methods of speeding up pro­
duction. “Labor specialization” has 
become a profession, such efficiency 
exjierts being hired to do nothing 
but travel from mill to mill show­
ing employers how to "extend” la­
bor.

There is probably no other in­
dustry where this problem is at­
tacked moi-e energetically and de­
liberately. Today the bosses are 
getting back whatever gains were 
made by the lowest, paid workers 
under the codes. Patents for new 
textile machines bear evidence of 
the continuous replacement of 
workers by machinery and the pro­
duction of more pounds of goods 
per operative. Work becomes in­
creasingly specialized and stand­
ardized. Old workers find it hard 
to follow the pace. Young workers 
are brought in and burned up.

The workers in a mill which has 
hired the services of these “indus­
trial engineering” corporations sud­
denly find themselves being watched 
by strange men with stop-watches 
in their hands. These men will 
talk to no one nor will they an­
swer any questions. They merely 
watch every motion of the work­
ers, making notes on everything 
that happens.

The “Stretch Out”
These men calculate every move­

ment of the workers. I f  the work­
er takes a drink of water, visits 
the lavatory, has to wait for ma­
terial, speaks to a fellow worker 
for a few minutes, it is timed and 
noted by the stop-watch man. The 
latter then retires and calculates 
the number of seconds that the 
worker has used in stopping to 
breath, in going for a drink of wa­
ter or to the rest room. More work 
is then given him on the bases of 
the time study : The time is divided 
into three main divisions: (1) 
Amount used in skilled work. (2) 
Amount in semi-skilled. (3) Amount 
in non-skilled. The workers are 
then divided into these groups, a 
valuing wage is paid, and each 
group is then driven to greater and 
greater speed. This is the stretch 
out. The looms per worker in­
crease ; the wages for most of the 
workers go down; production in­
creases : total payrolls decrease.

Resistance to the stretch-out, to 
low wages and long hours, has 
made the textile industry, next to 
mining, the most active battle 
ground in the class struggle in 
America. The battles of these 
workers with company gunmen, po­
lice and troops has made the earli­
est, the most continuous and some 
of the most glorious of militaiit 
American labor traditions.

History of Unions
Cotton workers first organized in 

1858 into the National Cotton Mule 
Spinners Association. Locals and 
federations of other crafts in the 
industry followed. The first strikes 
broke out in Fall River and New 
Bedfoi-d, time honored spots in i 
textile history. Cotton workers 
were in the Iixternational Labor 
Union (1878) and later conducted 
several big strikes under the ban­
ner of the Knights of Labor. In 
1891 the National Union of Textile 
Workers was organized in Lowell. 
It  continued—later under the name 
of International Union of the Tex­
tile Workers—till 1901, when it 
merged with some of its own seces­
sionists, to form the United Tex­
tile Workers of America.

Many strikes were held by the 
National Union and by the United, 
though not many of the great ones 
were sanctioned by the top lead­
ers. Like most labor skates the 
bureaucracy of the United cared 
more about a large treasury than 
the low wages of the workers.

The very place-names of these 
strikes bring the memory of heroic 
struggles: Lawrence (1912): Man­
chester (1918) : Lowell (1918) ; 
Passaic (1919) ; Lawrence (1919) ; 
Utica (1919) ; Charlotte (1921) : 
New England (1922) ; Willimantic 
(1925) ; Passaic (1926) : New Bed­
ford (1928) ; Marion (1929) : Gas­
tonia (1929); Danville (1930): 
Elizabethtown (1930) ; Marion 
(1931); Patterson (1931); Patter­
son (1933).

installments of socialism. The La- 
1,or Cabinets of Great Britain and 
the Social Democratic Governments 
of Germany, both reformist and 
constitutionalist, by their treach­
erous collaboration with the capi­
talist state machine shamefully be­
trayed the workers, and paved the 
way for fascism. The workers 
cannot use this, capitalist machin­
ery with its civil service, police, 
military and courts to establish the 
socialist order. The workers must 
first break the old and then set up 
the new, the Soviet State, to pro­
tect socialism from sabotage and 
counter-revolution. The S o v i e t  
State is a dictatorship against all 
those seeking to restore the old or­
der; for the masses it is the widest 
possible basis of real democracy. 
As the process of socialization de­
stroy the economic roots of class 
divisions in society, the State it­
self, the product of class antagon­
isms, will vanish, leaving a society 
ordered not by compulsion but by 
administration based on voluntary 
labor and self discipline.

Defence of the Soviet Union
As the first country of the prole­

tarian dictatorship the Soviet Un­
ion is a source of inspiration to the 
working class of the world; its 
collapse or destruction would un­
leash a terrific wave of world re- 
action. The October Revolution of 
1917, under Bolshevik leadership, 
was the product not only of the in­
ternal antagonisms within the coun­
try but of the break-down of capi­
talist imperialism at its weakest 
lin k ; it  was the prelude to the in­
ternational revolution. The victory 
of socialism in a predominantly 
agrarian country was based on the 
union of the workers and the peas­
antry but could be filially assured 
only by the support of the social 
revolution in some of the advanced 
countries. Between the directly 
antagonistic systems of socialism 
and capitalism there could be no 
enduring collaboration or peace.

But Leninism, the strategy of 
world revolution as the basic poli­
cy of the U.S.S.R., has been re­
placed by Stalinism, the policy of 
“socialism in one country”, of na­
tional self-sufficiency. Under the 
pressure of petty-bourgeois ele­
ments, the defeats of the revolu­
tionary movement abroad, and the 
capitalist encirclement, the prole­
tarian dictatorship has been under­
mined by the canker of bureaucra­
tism. The centrist apparatus, 
crowned by the personal regime of 
Stalin, usurped the positions of 
power, stifling all workers’ demo­
cracy in the Soviets, the trade un­
ions and the party. The Bolshevik- 
Leninist Opposition, loyal to the 
program of world or permanent 
revolution, was exiled or driven 
underground as “Trotskyism”. Eco­
nomic policy zig-zagged wildly be­
tween a course of pro-kulak oppor­
tunism and the adventurism of 
“liquidating classes in five years.” 
The Comintern lias become a paci­
fist frontier guard. Security of 
the U.S.S.K. is sought not in a 
powerful revolutionary movement 
but in non-aggression pacts, align­
ment with an imperialist bloc and 
projected adherence to the League 
of Nations.

The problems of the U.S.S.R. af­
fect the destiny of the international 
proletariat at every turn. The at­
titude of the Workers’ Party has 
nothing in common with the senti­
mental or platonic “sympathies” 
of the liberals or pacifists. The 
Workers’ Party stands for the un­
conditional defence of the Soviet 
Union by the active struggle for 
the overthrow of capitalism in all 
countries, which means the building 
of revolutionary mass parties and 
a Fourth International, independ 
ent of the stranglehold of Stalin­
ism. The Soviet Union is threat­
ened by military intervention; an 
equally grave menace is the degen­
eration of the proletarian dictator­
ship under the Stalinist regime. 
The idea that industrialization and 
collectivization lead automatcally 
to socialism is false. Without the 
communist party which is the will 
and the consciousness of the work­
ing clqss and which has been 
strangled by the bureaucracy, the 
Soviet Power could succumb at the 
first shock of a crisis. The Work­
ers’ Party will aid the Bolshevik- 
Leninists of the U.S.S.R. in their 
struggle to cleanse the dictatorship 
of the elements of degeneration. 
For the unconditional defence of 
the Soviet Union! Against Stalin 
ism!

(Continued in Next Issue)

PIONEER NO TES
The Pioneer Book Shop, 102 East 

11th Street, New York City has 
been appointed sole agent for books 
published by the Pioneer Publish­
ers.

The Pioneer Publishers will 
henceforth be devoted exclusively 
to the publication of new books.

All future orders for books should 
be sent to the Pioneer Book Shop. 
The Branches must settle their old 
accounts with the Pioneer Publish­
ers immediately. All information 
regarding outstanding accounts 
should be addressed to the Pioneer 
Publishers, 84 East 10th Street.

•  •  •
BOUND VOLUMES OF TH E  

M IL IT A N T
Bound volumes of the Militant 

for the year 1933 can be obtained 
from Pioneer Bookshop, 102 E. 11th 
St., New York City at the phenom 

1 enally low price of $1.50 per copy.

PUE R TO  RICAN COMMUNISTS REBEL 
AGAINST STA LIN ISM

From a bourgeois press nport we learn that at a 
general meeting held in San Juan, Puerto Rico, the 
Communist party membership voted ovei-whelmingly 
for a break with the Third International and the 
establishment of the Independent Communist Party 
of l ’eurto Rico. It  was categorically affirmed that 
the Puerto Rican Communists will take no orders 
henceforth from Stalin’s International but w ill at­
tempt to build a party and work out a program in 
accordance with the dictates of their own judgment. 
After heated discussion and airing of opinions, but 
four party members withdrew from the organization 
in protest against the decisions arrived at by the 
majority.

We know nothing more of this case than the sim­
ple facts as given above. The very fact, however, 
that a small, newly formed party, has at the present 
time broken with Stalinism, is in itself very signifi­
cant. I t  is indicative of a general trend developing 
in several Latin Amercan countries, where more 
breaks of a similar nature are certainly not out of 
the question. The break with the Third Interna­
tional at this time may be considered a progressive 
step on the part of these comrades. We may even 
venture to guess the reasons for this step on their 
part. Since the adoption of the Litvinoff pledge, the 
Stalintern has sacrificed the Cuban revolution to 
the cause of Soviet international relations, by giving 
the order “Hauls off imperialist property” to the 
Cuban C. P. Our surmisal is that some similar order 
may have been given to the Puerto Rican party, 
which was entirely too big for the comrades to swal­
low.

If, as appears likely, this break with Stalinism 
embraces the entire party of "our insulur possession” 
and not only the San Juan section, if it is the result 
tion fight at the top, we can then feel certain that 
of the pressure of the membership and not of a fac­
tion fight at the top, we can then feel certain that 
ihe Puerto Rican comrades will find their way to­
wards the Fourth International and will not fall into 
a “national-communist” morass.

*  *  *

INTERNATIO NAL COMMUNIST SENTENCED
Neunkirchen Echo, social democratic paper in the 

Saar, publishes the news on Aug^ 27' that Wilhelm 
Uoerter, 36-y/ear-old leader of the International 
Communists in Frankfort am Main, Germany, has 
been sentenced to twet years’ imprisonment. H itler’s 
court martial, euphemistically called the First Sen­
ate of the Peoples Court, clapped this stiff sentence 
on the militant for “having prepai'ed high treason” 
ind "leading in the organization of an illegal party”. 
The frequency of these imprisonments and the in­
frequency of news concerning them should warn 
every class spirited worker that the terror in Ger­
many has far from subsided. International solidarity 
with the victims of Fascism—today as much as ever 
—is one of the paramount dnties of the revolutionary 
and labor movement.

*  *  *

SAAR WORKERS BEGIN ACTIVE RESISTANCE  
TO FASCISM

Despite the pulverizing features placed on the 
united/ front by Stalinist and reformist officials, the 
first signposts of fighting opposition to the Fascist 
bands are appearing in the Saar. In Saarbrueken 
an armed fascist band gathered in front of a work­
ers’ printshop with destructive intent. The workers 
in the locality were notified and hundreds immedi­
ately appeared and put the murderous vandals to 
flight. Similarly in Zinnertal, the workers routed 
a Fascist gang.

Once the united front breaks out of the halter of 
meetings, parades and oratory and takes the road of 
action—the organization of an armed workers’ m ili­
tia—the Fascist refuse will crumble like paper be­
fore the impact of its mighty power.

* * *
COSTA RICAN BANANA WORKERS STR IK E

Incomplete and vague news reports informi us of 
the resumption of the general strike of workers on 
the Atlantic coast of Costa Rica. Following their 
return to work under a favorable settlement with 
the government, under which the most important de­
mands of the union were granted, the United Frtilt 
Company immediately commenced a series of viola­
tions of the agreement. Any recognition of the 
Fruit! company would be a denial of the latter’s 
rights of the workers by the slave driving United 
whole past, and would serve as an incentive to or­
ganization for all of the plantation workers of the 
Carribean area. The imperialists well know that a 
Tivorable settlement of the Costa Rican strike will 
'ay the basis for a wave of organization and strug­
gles in the fruit, sugar, tobacco and coffee planta­
tions of all Central America, Colombia and the West 
Indies. This is why, in spite of being forced to make 
concessions in the first strike, no time is being lost 
in an attempt to wipe out the gains of the workers.

The government and the United Fruit company are 
attempting to smash the strike by every means, and 
the situation on the plantations approaches one of 
civil war, while the whole industry continues to be 
tied up.

•  •  •
TH E ADVANCE OF FASCISM IN  SPAIN

On September 9 Gil Robles, chief of the Catholic 
fascist party, “Popular Agrarian Action”, delivered 
himself of a load of demagogy at a national fascist 
rally held at Covadonga, scene of the final defeat 
•ind expulsion of the Arabs from Spain. About 8,000 
fascists participated in the demonstration, which 
would undoubtedly have been much larger had it not 
been for the militant action of the workers, who 
were able through general strikes in many cities, 
•ind acts of sabotage on the railroads and highways, 
to prevent the ai’rival of many more.

Gil Robles has since declared that certain of hia 
statements in the speech at Covadonga were misin­
terpreted and exaggerated. He now claims that by 
"demanding power” for his party, he only referred 
to fascist participation in the new government that 
will be formed within a few days. After an interim 
>f participation in a coalition government with other 
rightist parties, the fascists will be prepared to play 
l heir highest cai'ds, in a direct bid for power.

Meanwhile the general movement for the Workers 
Alliance continues although with varying degrees of 
success. In Badajoz province the official Communist 
Party participates with the Communist Left, Social­
ist party and various trade union organizations in a 
provincial Workers Alliance. On a national scale, 
however, the Stalinists continue in their ultimatlstic 
demand for a “united front” with the Socialist Party 
to the exclusion of the minority groups and the un­
ions. The Socialists, pressed by their own left wing; 
insist on a broad united front within the Workers 
Alliance. Although they are sabotaging the creation 
of this organization on a national scale, a favorable 
decision by the anarcho-syndicalist controlled C.N.T. 
would force them to take immediate steps for a na­
tional Workers Alliance.

The existing Workers Alliances in Asturias, Leon 
and Madrid are functioning very poorly. Only in 
Catalonia, Valencia and Badajoz, is the organization 
of working class unity functioning effectively. 
Throughout Spain it is the minority groups, the Com­
munist Left and the Syndicalist Libertarians who 
are in the vanguard of the struggle for the Workers 
Alliance.
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EDITORIAL
For the N e w  Party -  For the Fusion of the 

League and the A . W .  P.!

TH E  most im portan t p o lit ic a l news o f the day is the report about the 
decisive steps taken du ring  the past week to  fa c il ita te  and hasten 

the fusion of the Am erican W orkers’ P a rty  and the Com m unist League.
This news is of param ount im portance because i t  spells definite 

progress tow ard the fo rg ing  o f the sharpest and most indispensible 
weapon of the w o rk ing  class— a revo lu tiona ry  party . By itse lf, the 
merger o f these two organizations, of en tire ly  d iffe ren t o rig ins  but 
moving tow ard the same goal, would s ig n ify  the actua l beginning o f the 
new pa rty  and make its  fo rm a l proclam ation possible.

Arm ed w ith  the program  o f M arx ism  the new p o lit ic a l center thus 
created would speedily a ttra c t the scattered revo lu tiona ry  m ilita n ts  as 
a magnet a ttrac ts  steel partic les. The adhesion o f thousands o f aw ak­
ening workers could be expected. The expanded po litica l organ ization 
would be in  a position to connect its e lf w ith  the storm y movement o f 
the w ork ing  masses and give tha t movement a conscious direction.

The na tive  m ilitancy  o f the Am erican workers, surpassed by none, 
as our labor h is to ry  shows, and again b r i l l ia n t ly  demonstrated in  the 
present s tr ike  wave— in  Toledo, Minneapolis, San Francisco, Koh le r, the 
te x tile  fields— would be fused, th rough  such a vanguard party , w ith  th a t 
decisive element wh ich has been lack ing  in  a l l the past periods o f labor 
resurgence: scientific  doctrine, p o lit ic a l c la r ity , leadership. I t  has been 
the lack of precisely th is  element, wh ich on ly  a M a rx is t pa rty  can 
supply, th a t condemned the insurgent labo r movements of the past to 
fu t i l i t y  and defeat. Lacking a class theory o f its  own, w h ich can come 
in to  the labor movement in  no other way than through the M a rx is t 
pa rty , the Am erican workers, w ith  a ll th e ir  m ilita n cy  and capacity fo r  
sacrifice, fe ll v ic tim  to  a ll k inds of quackery and treason and landed in  
a b lind  a lley  every tim e.

* * * *
Capita lism  its e lf creates the conditions fo r  the elemental movement 

o f the workers, as the fa r  Hung general s trike  of the te x tile  workers 
proves once again. B u t the M arx is t pa rty , w h ich  alone can shape and 
guide th is  elemental movement to the goal of emancipation, m ust be 
made by the deliberate w ork o f the conscious vanguard. Since such a 
p a rty  does not ex is t today—and experience on a na tiona l and in te rna ­
tio n a l scale tes tify  to th is  b itte r  fac t— i t  m ust be created anew. T h is  is 
the f irs t and forem ost task o f a ll revo lu tion ists.

Every serious step in  th is  d irection  is im portan t. The progress tha t 
has been recorded in  the past week tow ard the fusion o f the two most 
im portan t groups standing outside the poisoned swamps o f S talin ism  and 
Social Democracy, and dedicated to the aim  of bu ild in g  a new pa rty  
and a new in te rna tiona l, cannot fa il to insp ire  a l l revo lu tiona ry  workers 
w ith  enthusiasm and hope as i t  inspires us. I t  opens up the prospect of 
saving tim e in  the execution of our great h is to ric  task, and tim e is a 
w e ighty fac to r now. Events move w ith  lig h tn in g  speed. We m ust move 
w ith  them.

On an in te rna tiona l scale the p o lit ic a l organizations of the w o rk ing  
class have suffered a collapse no less devastating, and no less irrem ed i­
able, than tha t o f 1914. Germany and A us tria  te ll the s to ry  o f the 
bankruptcy of the Second and T h ird  In te rna tiona ls  in  le tte rs  o f fire.

D u ring  the five years of the cris is  we have witnessed the para lyz ing 
influence of th is  in te rna tiona l debacle on the Am erican movement. Even 
a fte r  five years of the crisis, d u rin g  which the inso lub le  contrad ictions 
o f the cap ita lis t system did  th e ir  best to prepare the so il fo r  revo lu­
tio n a ry  p o lit ic a l development, the great s trike  movement o f the aw ak­
ening workers, w ith  a few exceptions such as M inneapolis, is contro lled 
and th ro ttle d  by the old reactionary leadership. A  rea l challenge to 
th is  leadership, which represents the influence of the exp lo iters in  the 
labor movement, has not yet been made fo r  the sim ple reason th a t there 
was no force able to offer the challenge and make the challenge good. 

For tha t, and fo r a l l th a t log ica lly  fo llow s a fte r, a p a rty  is  needed. 
An In te rn a tion a l is needed.

» « *  *

R evolu tionary in te rna tiona lism  is the heart and core o f the system 
o f ideas w h ich binds us together and unites us ind isso lub ly w ith  our 
comrades in  other countries. T h is  conception, which is expressed in  the 
strugg le  fo r  the F ourth  In te rna tiona l, animates and guides us in  every 
phase o f a c tiv ity  in  our own country, whether i t  be the ho ld ing  o f a 
pub lic  meeting, the organ ization of a s trike , o r pa rtic ip a tio n  in  the 
fo rm a tion  o f a new party .

We have said many times, and we underscore i t  here once more, th a t 
the organ ization of an Am erican pa rty  cannot be separated in  any way 
from  the strugg le  to fo rm  a new in te rna tiona l, bu t on the con tra ry  is 
an inseparable pa rt o f tha t struggle. The new p a rty  w i l l  be able to 
solve the na tiona l problems and find its  way in to  the mass movement 
o f the Am erican workers on ly i f  i t  approaches them  from  the in te rna ­
tion a l po in t of v ie w ; the new p a rty  can become a na tiona l power on ly

Strike Ranks Firm 
New M ills  Close

( Continued from Page 1)

The Stalinists Turn to the Right 
In the Sphere of Literature

“ Reds” , urges the loca l unions to 
weed out the “ Communists”  imme­
d ia te ly  and o ffe r cooperation to 
the N a tiona l Guard in  p u rsu it o f the 
“ aliens” . Bosses and strikeb reak­
in g  governors th r iv e  on such state­
ments.

In  the South, la te  reports coming 
through te ll of N a tiona l Guards­
men bayonetting five s tr ike rs  and 
using tear gas to disperse a p icket 
line o f 500 a t B urk ling ton , N o rth  
Carolina.

Everyw here N a tiona l Guards are 
brought in to  action against the 
s tr ike  which started w ith  the naive 
statements o f union officials th a t 
th is  was not a “ s tr ike  against the 
government” .

C erta in ly , i t  i t  not. The s tr ik e  
is not against the government, bu t 
the government is c learly  against 
the s trike .

W ho Owns this Country
(Continued from Page 1)

na tiona l guard bayonet.
Today, more and more does the 

w orker begin to see tha t the law  
of the state is fo r  the boss class, 
th a t the m il it ia  of the government 
is the weapon of the boss class in  
breaking strikes and preventing 
picketing. Today, the w o rke r no 
longer fears or respects the  forces 
o f the bosses’ ‘“ low  and Oder” . To­
day we hear the workers shouting 
on the picket lines, “ Get the M il i ­
t ia ! ”

The trend the recent s tr ike  wave 
has taken w i l l  have no sm all p a rt 
in  m aking the workers of the coun­
try  see tha t a g u lf as w ide as the 
ocean separates them fro m  the 
bosses. Every m ajor s tr ike  has 
brought out the na tiona l guard, 
the state m ilit ia .  In  figh ting  the 
troops, fa r  more than by m erely 
figh ting  the h ired deputized thugs, 
are the workers beginning to see 
tha t behind the government stands 
the m il l owner, the steamship com­
pany o r the m illio n a ire  truckers.

The Bullet-Bayonet Lesson
This present s trike  wave is 

bring ing from  the te x t books down 
to the very fac to ry  th a t a ll im por­
tan t lesson fo r the w ork ing  c lass : 
th is  is a class government, one tha t 
is run  by the cap ita lis ts  against the 
workers. The request of Gorman 
fo r  a s trike rs  police has been re ­
ceived w ith  the on ly reply th a t the 
bosses could give. “ We ru le  th is  
country, we own the m ills , we con­
tro l the police, we command the 
m ilit ia .

B u t the bayonet and the bu lle t 
are m igh ty  teachers. The day is 
not fa r  o ff when the w ork ing  class 
w i l l  arise as one man, tra ined  in  
the streets o f Toledo, M inneapolis, 
San Francisco, Gastonia, Sayles- 
v ille , and shout w ith  one voice, 
“ The la w fu l officers o f the law  are 
to be superseded by s tr ike rs ’ com­
mittees. Th is day we sha ll enforce 
a higher law , a ‘la w ’ of strikers 
made by s trike rs  and fo r s trike rs .”

I.  Radek Orders Righb-About-Face
A fte r its  disastrous u ltra - le ft is t 

course of the past few  years, the 
Com intern is m aking an abrupt, 
and equally disastrous, sw ing to ­
w ard  the rig h t. The united fro n t 
“ from  below”  has been abandoned 
fo r  non-aggression pacts w ith  the 
“ Social-Fascist”  leaders of the 
Second In te rna tiona l. The “ Social- 
Fascist”  theory its e lf is  being put 
in to  cold storage. The dual Red 
trade unions are e ithe r being d is­
mantled, severing connections w ith  
the parent in te rna tiona l of Red 
trade unions, o r being merged w ith  
the re fo rm is t unions. Behind a 
barrage o f rad ica l b luster, the u l­
tra - le ft is t policies o f yesterday are 
being replaced by a to ta lly  new and 
opposite set of r ig h t is t  policies, 
w h ich  can on ly prepare the S ta l­
in is t  pa rty  fo r  fresh cap itu la tions 
tom orrow  to the trade union re­
form ists, the im p e ria lis t agents, 
and Social-Dem ocratic betrayers 
on the order of the period from  
1923 to 1928.

In  the lig h t o f th is  new orien ta­
tion  tow ard the rig h t, Joseph Free­
man’s a rtic le  in  the September 11 
issue o f the pa rty-contro lled  New 
Masses has more significance than 
its  t it le , “ Ivo ry  Towers, W hite  and 
Red” , or its  place o f publication, 
indicates. P a rtic u la r ly , since i t  
appears so soon a fte r Radek’s 
speech to the Soviet A ll-U n io n  
Congress o f W rite rs  on “ Contem­
porary W orld  L ite ra tu re  and the 
Problems of P ro le ta rian  A r t ” , 
w h ich  la id  down the new S ta lin is t 
line  tow ard the fe llow -trave lle rs .

“Fighters for Progress”
According to D u ran ty ’s dispatch 

in  the New Y ork  Times, “ Radek 
hailed the abo lition  o f RAPP last 
year as the beginning of a new 
era of com radely cooperation be­
tween the Russian Communist 
P a rty  and the non-party in te llec tu ­
als. So fa r  as re lations w ith  the 
w rite rs  of the rest of the w orld  
were concerned, the m a jo rity  of 
the best w rite rs , faced by a choice 
between fascism and libera lism , 
were choosing libera lism . (A  few 
months ago, the New Masses, Daily 
Worker, etc., were assuring us tha t 
alm ost a ll o f them were choosing 
Communism.) Therefore, Radek 
w ent on to say, they should be en­
couraged (to  do what? defend the 
democratic state against the Fas­
cists? B ut th is  was T ro tsky ism !) 
and regarded as friends (of the 
Soviet Union a t a distance o r the 
p ro le ta rian  revo lu tion a t home?), 
even though they are fa r  from  pure 
socialism. ( Is  Radek re fe rring  
to the “ pure socialism ”  o f Weis, 
Bauer, Vandervelde and Company 
o r the im pure “ socialism in  one 
coun try”  o f S ta lin?) In  short, he 
declared that in the struggle the 
world was now witnessing between 
progress and reaction, any fighter 
on the side of progress ( ! )  was in

a sense an ally of the U.S.S.R.”
(Emphasis ours.)

Here we have the essence o f the 
new tu rn  in  a l l its  nakedness. The 
“ Socia l-Fascist”  enemies o f yes­
terday are the a llies  and bosom 
companions of today, in  c u ltu ra l 
as w e ll as in  the po litica l and trade 
union fields. They are, like  the 
Anglo-French im p e ria lis t bloc of 
the League o f Nations, fighters on 
the side of progress against reac­
tion , and, “ in  a sense” , a llie s  of 
the U.S.S.R. B ut, in  w hat sense, 
fo r w hat purposes, under w hat 
conditions, and fo r how long, Rad­
ek fa ils  to in fo rm  us. D u ran ty  
records the protest of ce rta in  L e ft 
Communists against th is  extension 
of the un ited fro n t to “ a l l fighters 
on the side o f progress”  w ithou t 
m aking any d is tinc tion  between 
“ true p ro le ta rian  w rite rs ”  and 
"bourgeois o r  semi-bourgeois w r i t ­
ers” . A fte r m aking membership in 
the Rapp and a complete accept­
ance o f the S ta lin is t line  elsewhere 
and throughout the world, the po­
li t ic a l prerequisite fo r  cooperation 
w ith  the in te llectua ls , the S talin- 
tern now demands nothing more 
than expressions o f sympathy fo r 
the Soviet Union and the C. P. 
program, no m atte r how insincere 
and empty they may be. D uran ty , 
sagely concludes his d ispatch w ith  
the rem ark tha t both Radek and 
the K rem lin  realize th a t “ the day 
of und ilu ted propaganda”  has 
passed. And tru ly , Radek’s vague 
fo rm u la tion  of the new policy to ­
ward sym pathetic in te llectua ls 
contains not a tin c tu re  o f M arxism .

2. Carte Blanche to Communists
Freeman is the C. P. spokesman 

to the in te llectua ls in  th is  country, 
occupying a pa ra lle l position to 
tha t o f Radek on the incom parably 
lower level of the Am erican party. 
He announces the new policy to ­
w ard  fe llow -trave lle rs  in  an a lto ­
gether d iffe rent manner and med­
ium . He has no na tiona l p la tfo rm  
from  w hich he can la y  down the 
p a rty  line to the assembled repre­
sentatives of the in te llec tua ls  and 
issue the la test commandments o f 
the bureaucracy. He m ust be more 
circumspect and cautious. Conse­
quently, he chooses a periphera l 
p a rty  organ in  w h ich to make the 
announcement and encloses i t  in  a 
w rapp ing of h is to rica l rem in is­
cences about the old and new Mass­
es, o f apologies fo r  the unproduc­
tiveness of the pa rty  in te llectua ls , 
and praises fo r the p rac tica l labors 
of the Old Bolsheviks among the in ­
te llectua ls. The whole a rtic le  is 
couched in the fo rm  of a rep ly  to 
certa in  com plaints and critic ism s 
voiced against the S ta lin is t c r it ic s  
by the novelist, A lb e rt Halper.

A fte r  w ind ing our way through 
various bypaths, we fin a lly  come 
to the core of the a rtic le  in  the 
th ird  section, called “ O ld Solutions 
and New Problems” . Here is the 
news. “ The most sign ificant change

of recent months in  ou r lite ra ry  
movement is tha t i t  has abandoneu 
us sectarian a ttitude . As recently 
us last year, i t  was easier fo r  a 
camel to pass th rough  the eye of 
a needle than fo r a ’fence-s itte r’ to 
appear in  the pages of the Commu­
nist press. The ’line ’ was jealous­
ly  guarded. .Now the opposite is 
true. Anyone has only to declare 
uiniself a ’fence-sitter' and he is 
embraced witn open arms; our 
press is his and lie can say any­
thing he likes, however remote it 
is irom revolutionary thought.’ : 
(.Emphasis ours.)

Could anyone w ish fo r  a clearer, 
more candid, and bare-faced state­
ment of the new S ta lin is t po licy 
vis-a-vis the in te llectuals? Here is 
an open in v ita tio n  to a l l the chron­
ic vac illa to rs  to stay fixed in  the ir 
present positions, to a l l the false, 
u iir-w e a l her friends o f the Soviet 
Union to express th e ir  sympathy 
w ith  the aims of Communism w ith ­
out assuming any respons ib ility  or 
p rac tica l w o rk  in  the revo lu tiona ry  
movement, to a l l the jo u rn a lis tic  
adventurers, lite ra ry  careerists, 
and S ta lin is t libe ra ls  to make use 
of the pa rty  press fo r  th e ir  p riva te  
purposes. A re  we about to see 
b ir th  o f a brood of S ta lin is t M ug­
wumps among the in te llec tua l 
"fence-s itte rs” , divided, w avering 
personalities w ith  th e ir  mugs on 
one side o f the fence and th e ir 
“ wumps”  on the other? H a il to the 
new S ta lin is t com rade-in-arm s, M r. 
Facing-B oth-W ays!

A fte r le tt in g  the ca t out of the 
bag, we m ust c red it Freeman w ith  
try in g  to cover up his tracks. He 
im m ediate ly a ttem pts to m od ify  
th is  shameless surrender to a " l ib ­
e ra l”  po licy ( in  more senses than 
one) by asserting tha t i t  m ust be 
accompanied by an extensive Com­
m unist education o f the fence-sit­
ting  fe llow -trave lle rs . A  few para­
graphs la te r, he nu llifies  th is  by 
m aking certa in unnamed newcomers 
among the pa rty  c r it ic s  (no t by 
any means the se lf-sacrific ing Old 
Guard among the in te llec tua ls  tha t 
he leads) “ take the R APP”  fo r 
having been too severe w ith  the 
" t im id  fence-sitters”  in  the past.

Freeman concludes w ith  a r in g ­
ing ca ll to the fe llow -trave lle rs  fo r  
“ m u tua l c ritic ism  tha t is severe, 
jus t, objective, free of the s tu lt i­
fy in g  tra d itio n s  o f the bohemian 
cliques, directed not by personal 
spleen bu t by a h igh regard fo r the 
aspira tions and efforts of the move­
ment as a whole, and by a revo lu­
tiona ry  understanding o f the w orld  
w h ich  Communism seeks to trans ­
fo rm .”  T h is  somewhat belated in ­
v ita tio n  -should be welcomed by the 
25 in te llectua ls  who signed the 
protest against the p a rty ’s actions 
in  the Madison Square Garden a f­
fa ir ,  w h ich  the Daily, W orker a t­
tempted to answer but refused to 
p r in t and whose challenge to de­
bate on the issue o f the united

on the condition th a t the banner i t  raises is the banner o f in te rna tion ­
alism .

T h is  is the card ina l lesson of a ll the great events o f our t im e ; th is  is 
the wisdom of the great teachers. T h is  unshakeable conviction has 
entered in to  the m arrow  o f our bones. W hatever we do and wherever 
we go, i t  goes w ith  us. We seek fo r  a llies and co-workers f irs t of a ll 
among those who hold s im ila r views.

$  #  *  #

The decision o f the active workers’ conference o f the A.W .P. in 
favo r o f hastening the fusion and the jo in t  launch ing o f the new pa rty  
coincided w ith  a s im ila r decision of the New Y ork  membership meeting 
o f the League. These actions gave expression to the fa c t th a t the two 
organizations have draw n closer together in  the course o f  p ra c tica l 
cooperation in  various fields of a c tiv ity  and com radely discussion de­
voted to the c la rifica tion  of questions of the program .

I t  appears to us th a t the revised d ra ft  program  o f the A.W.P. fo rm u­
lates a position on the question o f the new in te rna tiona l th a t is  nearer 
to ou r v iew poin t than the fo rm u la tion  of the f irs t d ra ft. We, on our 
pa rt, venture to say th a t the w ork o f the League in  the M inneapolis 
strikes has helped to convince the members o f the A.W.P. th a t1 we also 
are able to “ speak A m erican” ; tha t our in te rna tiona lism  is no t an ab­
s traction  bu t a guide to action on the na tiona l field. J o in t w o rk  o f the 
tw o organizations in  p rac tica l w ork, lim ite d  though i t  has been, has 
demonstrated in  practice an a b ility  to w o rk  out a common policy and to 
cooperate lo ya lly  in  advancing it .  These are a ll factors w h ich  have 
strengthened the w i l l  fo r organic u n ity  and the hope th a t i t  may be 
expedited.

Our N ationa l Committee has not yet had the tim e and opportun ity  
to make a c r it ic a l analysis of the revised d ra ft  program  of the A.W.P. 
Progress has undoubtedly been made tow ard  w ork ing  out a common 
standpoint on some o f the most im portan t questions. F u rth e r discussion 
and c la rifica tio n  w i l l  yet be needed to assure a f irm  princ ip led  basis fo r 
the un ifica tion. O ther obstacles may arise. B u t i t  is our firm  convic­
tion  tha t a ll d ifficu lties  standing in  the way can be overcome i f  there 
is a determ ined w i l l  to overcome them, i f  there is an understanding, on 
both sides, o f the overshadowing im portance o f find ing a common path 
and launching the new p a rty  w ith o u t the needless loss of a single day. 
A ll ou r e fforts  w i l l  be directed to th is  end. —JAMES P. CANNON.

The Truth About the Morro Castle Fire
(Continued from Page 1)

WAR AND FOURTH IN TER N ’L  

In  Russian
A  Russian ed ition  o f th is  pam­

ph le t w i l l  soon be o f f  the press and 
ava ilab le  fo r  a l l who speak the 
language. W atch the M il ita n t fo r  
fu r th e r announcements on th is  ex­
tra o rd in a ry  pamphlet.

I N D I A N  S U M M E R  
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IR V IN G  PLAZA
(V ic to r ia  H a ll)

15th St. & Irving Place
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Admission 35c
Auspices: In te rn a tion a l W orkers 

School, 144 2nd Ave., N.Y.C.

Pioneer Book Shop
102 EAST 11th STREET, New York, N. Y.

W ILL OPEN
M O N D A Y ,  S E P T E M B E R  1 7 t h  

W ith a Complete Line of Working-Class Literature 
SOLE AGENTS FOR PIONEER PUBLISHERS  

American and Foreign Magazines and Newspapers. 
BOOKS OF A LL PUBLISHERS  

W rite for Price List
Notice to  B ranches; The Pioneer Book Shop w i l l  now handle a ll 
orders fo r  books fo rm erly  secured th rough  Pioneer Publishers.

wooden, elaborately carved fixtures, 
perm itted a rap id  spread of the 
fire  once i t  started. F a r from  be­
ing the fire -p roo f floa ting  castle i t  
was advertised to be, the M orro  
Castle was a fire-trap .

The officers o f the M orro  Castle 
appeared more in ten t on saving 
salvage money than  in  preserving 
the safety o f passengers o r crew. 
W hile A cting  Captain W arms was 
engrossed in  the problem o f pu tting  
out the fire, and of beaching w ith ­
out tow ing charge, passengers and 
crew were a like  neglected, to make 
the ir way to safety as best they 
could.

Fire Alarm Unheard
I f  the fire  a la rm  was sounded, 

none o f the passengers who have 
so fa r  reported to the press o r the 
in q u iry  board could remember, be­
ing awakened by it .  E ith e r i t  rung 
weakly, o r not a t a ll. (One o f the 
crew reported i t  rang, bu t he 
thought i t  was an a la rm  c lock). 
No one remembers hearing an o r ­
der to low er the boats, w h ich 
swung a h a lf hour from  the davits, 
flush w ith  the deck— w a itin g  fo r 
what? No one appears to have o r­
ganized the crew to awaken pas­
sengers, to guide them to the boats, 
to see th a t they were provided 
w ith  l i fe  preservers. The officers 
were too busy figh ting  the fire  to 
bother w ith  S.O.S. o r life -saving.

T ak ing  them on th e ir  own word, 
a h a lf hour elapsed before the 
S.O.S. was sent, o r before the boats 
were lowered, w ith o u t orders and 
w ith o u t passengers. F o r the la tte r 
the crew is blamed. W ith  w hat 
reason ?

The ch ie f ind ic tm ent against the 
crew is th a t the lifeboats th a t were 
lowered contained few  or no pas­
sengers. The im p lica tion  is th a t 
the crew  speeded away, p u llin g  
fo r  shore w ith o u t a ttem pting  to 
rescue passengers on deck, or a l­
ready floundering in  the w ater 
around the ship. L e t us consider 
the circumstances.

B y  a ll evidence, the fire  had a l­
ready swept the amidships beyond 
hope o f reaching anyone entrapped 
there before the boats were low ­
ered. M ost of the passengers had 
already leaped overboard out of 
hysteria, o r because they were 
otherw ise hopelessly trapped. There 
is no record th a t any were denied

adm ittance in to  the life  saving 
boats e ither from  deck o r in  water. 
The boats, as a m atte r o f fact, 
pulled fo r  shore h a lf empty.

B u t once the boats were in  the 
water, sure ly the crew m igh t have 
rowed around in  an e ffo rt to save 
those s trugg ling  in  the water. B ut 
consider again. I t  was a p itch  
black n ig h t save fo r  the lig h t fu r ­
nished by the blazing ship. Rain 
was fa llin g , adding fu r th e r  to the 
blackness and obscurity, and the 
high waves rendered i t  fu rth e r d if ­
f ic u lt  to see o r d is tingu ish  floa ting  
objects. Most o f the people in  the 
w a te r had d rifte d  fa r  from  the 
ship. And where were the officers 
to give directions to the oarsmen, 
to lead in  the rescue work?

Aid for A ll
Under these circumstances, the 

crew pulled fo r  shore. There is not 
a single testim ony to the effect 
th a t those in  the w ater were seen 
by the crew, cried fo r  help, and 
were denied adm ittance in to  the 
boats. Each surv ive r testified to 
the contrary, th a t he d r ifte d  or 
swam in  darkness and iso la tion un­
t i l  he was picked up by rescue 
boats o r made his way unaided to 
shore. Such passengers as did 
make th e ir  way to the rescue boats 
had no d ifficu lty  in  entering, and 
were rowed safely to land.

The fa u lt  then lay  in  the organ­
ization, or lack of organization of 
rescue w o rk  by the officers. Was 
i t  not th e ir  du ty to see th a t the 
passengers were pu t in to  the boats, 
before a l l else, and rowed out of 
danger? Has anyone testified th a t 
there was any effort on th e ir  pa rt 
to do so? No, a few  o f the crew, 
on th e ir  in d iv id u a l responsib ility , 
went to the aid o f the passengers, 
broke in to  the cabins w ith  axes, 
led the passengers to deck. B ut 
fo r  the most pa rt, the crew was as 
helpless and as undirected as the 
passengers.

There remains the charge o f in ­
cendiary o rig in  o f the blaze, and 
the ha lf-ve iled insinuations against 
Alagna, the rad io  operator, labor 
organizer.

Where Did I t  Start?
W here did the fire  originate? A p­

pa ren tly  in  the lib ra ry , a strange 
place to  be selected by a “ w ild ­
eyed, bom b-throw ing ag ita to r” , 
supposedly a member of the crew. 
A  strange place, too, fo r  a dock 
laborer to gain adm ittance. And

we select one sign ificant c ircu m ­
stance out o f the many th a t have 
arisen du rin g  the investigation. 
Newspaper men vis ited the Oriente, 
sister ship o f the M orro  Castle, 
when she docked. The Oriente is 
constructed exactly  lik e  the M orro 
Castle. I t  contains a closet in  the 
lib ra ry  where there was a closet 
on the s ister ship. F rom  th is  po in t 
on the M orro  Castle the fire  is be­
lieved to have orig inated.

I t  was a t once suspected tha t 
th is  closet m ight have contained 
in flam m atory m ateria ls, cleaning 
flu ids or the like. B u t when the 
reporters opened the closet of the 
Oriente, i t  was not on ly bare, but 
there was strong odor of soap, as 
i f  i t  had been thoroughly scrubbed 
before the inspection. I t  had not 
been emptied and scrubbed w ith ­
out reason. O f th a t we may be 
sure. Here, perhaps, lies the rea l 
clue to the m ystery, the cause of 
the rap id  spread o f the blaze— if, 
indeed, i t  spread as rap id ly  as the 
officers would like  us to believe.

Rogers’ Testimony
As fo r the dark h in ts  about A l­

agna.
The testim ony a t th is  po in t of 

Chief Operator Rogers:
“ There was a s trike  on board o f 

the rad io  personnel. A lagna and 
the th ird  officer, B a rrow  a t tha t 
time, went down to the officers’ 
mess and tr ie d  to instiga te  a r io t  
by m aking up a pe tition  th a t the 
food on the M orro  Castle was very 
poor, and when the officers and 
other licensed men down there re ­
fused to sign it ,  A lagna and B ar- 
row  called them a bunch of yellow 
dogs.”

Q. “ How  do you know?”
A. “ Captain W illm o tt to ld  me 

the whole story before his death. 
The whole th in g  culm inated in  
New Y ork  when the rad io officers 
called a s tr ike  fo r  better liv in g  
quarte rs  and more wages, w a iting  
fo r  the las t m inute before the M or­
ro  Castle signed before they aban­
doned the ship. I t  was held up a 
couple o f hours.

“ I t  was a m a il ship and there 
was quite a lo t o f excitement about 
them hold ing up the crack W ard 
line r. F in a lly  a special agreement 
w ith  the three men on the M orro 
Castle was signed by the company 
and they went back to work.

“ Then, when M r. B a rro w  got 
d runk in  Havana, he was d is­

charged in  New Y ork. The Radio­
m arine Corporation sent me aboard 
because they expected the other 
two rad io  officers would be fired .”

Follows Rogers’ admissions th a t 
A lagna gave him  no trouble. Nev­
ertheless, a fte r several peaceful 
trips  the Captain called h im  (Rog­
ers) aside, to ta lk  to h im  “ man to 
mau” . The upshot o f th is  conver­
sation was th a t Rogers learned 
tha t A lagna was a dangerous ag i­
ta to r and was to be fired when the 
ship reached port.

A ll th is  was disclosed on ly  when 
A lagna gave a s to ry  to the press, 
charg ing (and Rogers substan tia t­
ed th is  s to ry) th a t he had visited 
the bridge to t r y  to get an O.K. on 
an S.O.S. order, and had been un­
able to obtain it .  A lagna returned 
to the rad io  cabin fo llo w in g  his 
fru itle ss  mission, stuck w ith  the 
chief operator to the last, pulled 
h im  unconscious out of the b lazing 
fire  trap , and led h im  to  safety on 
the forecastle.

The scurvy attem pts to im plica te 
th is  man in  the blame fo r the 
M orro Castle disaster w i l l  not suc­
ceed. H is  conduct has been too 
exemplary. B ut meanwhile, the 
workers m ust raise his ba il. I t  is 
c rim ina l th a t he should be held in 
custody w h ile  the craven and trem ­
b ling  tools of the bosses are free.

And a rea l investiga tion  must 
be conducted in to  the blaze on the 
M orro Castle, and in to  the respon­
s ib ility  o f the shipowners fo r the 
te rr if ic  loss o f life .

These questions, th a t w i l l  not be 
asked by the Board o f Inq u iry , are 
questions to which workers must 
force an answ er:

W hat are the wages paid by the 
W ard L ine  to its  seamen, and w hat 
are the w ork ing  conditions aboard 
W ard L ine ships? How  many A.B. 
seamen were among the crew?

W hy, in  the lig h t o f w ha t actu­
a lly  happened, was the W ard Line 
perm itted to advertise its  vessel as 
fire  proof? W hat is the tru th  about 
the much advertised safety devices?

W hat ins tructions does the W ard 
L ine issue to its  chief officers as 
to salvage and the sending o f S.O.S. 
signals?

W hy is  the W ard L ine  perm itted 
to contro l the testim ony o f officers 
and crew, and w hy is A lagna, who 
would not fa l l  in to  line, being held 
like  a c rim ina l?  W hy was hfs 
ba il raised from  $1,000 to $3,000 
fo llo w in g  disclosures th a t he had 
tr ie d  to organize labo r aboard the 
M orro  Castle?

fro n t was ignored by the editors o f 
the New Masses! W hat can such 
in te llec tua ls  th in k  of a p a rty  wh ich 
heaps the filth ie s t abuse upon them 
fo r  da ring  to question, the S ta lin ­
is t po licy— and then adopts th e ir 
recommendations a few  months 
la ter? How  sincerely can such a 
p a rty  ask fo r  “ severe, ju s t, and ob­
jective m utua l c r it ic is m ” ?

3. The Peculiar Mode of the 
Announcement

W hy has the S ta lin is t pa rty  
chosen th is  p a rtic u la r method of 
announcing the now tu rn  to the 
righ t?  The answer lies in  the so­
c ia l com position and bureaucratic  
character o f the Am erican pa rty . 
The Am erican C. P. has, like' a ll 
its  in te rna tiona l counterparts, a 
completely bureaucratic head, and, 
in addition, a petty-bourgeois body 
and a sm all p ro le ta rian  ta il.  As a 
result, an increasing ly greater 
amount o f the p a rty ’s ac tiv itie s  
take place on the c u ltu ra l, in te l­
lectual, and professional fron ts. 
The bureaucra tic  character of its  
top leadership demands th a t the 
party  line  and leadership be con­
sidered correct and unquestionable 
yesterday, today and forever. To 
announce openly a complete r ig h t 
about face on the p o lit ic a l and 
trade union field wTould ru in  th is  
ca re fu lly  fostered repu ta tion  fo r 
papal in fa ll ib i l ity .

Therefore, instead of m aking a 
d irec t announcement o f the change 

: to th e ir  fo llow ers among the w ork- 
j ing  class, or in  the offic ia l pa rty  
press, i t  is less dangerous to re ­
lease the news to the fe llow  tra v e l­
lers in  an apparently casual, un re­
lated, and non-po litica l a rtic le  
published in a periphera l jou rna l. 
And who can do the job bette r than 
th a t A r t fu l Dodger among the le ft- 
w ing in te llectua ls , Joseph Free­
man?

"The o!d ivo ry  towers are down,”  
he proclaims, ‘so are the red ivo ry  
towers which seertarianism  b u ilt. 
Rc o lu tiona ry  lite ra tu re ! and c r i t i ­
cism are now out in  the open world ' 
of liv in g  Am erica.”  Can he pos­
sib ly mean to im p ly  tha t, so fa r  as 
the fe llow -trave lle rs  are concerned, 
revo lu tiona ry  lite ra tu re  and c r i t i ­
cism are now out? — R. M.

Vicious Paterson 
Injunction

(Continued from Page 1)

run  in to  the hundreds and never a 
peep ou t o f the ju d ic ia ry .

Moreover, look a t the conditions 
o f the Paterson dye workers. They 
speak m ountains in testim ony as to 
how punc tilious ly  the bosses have 
cut under on the agreement.

Place the in jun c tion  on the side 
of the o ther weapons of the bosses 
in the class w a r and you’l l  get a 
clear p ic tu re  of w ha t the Paterson 
slave decree means.

The te x tile  workers are too m il i­
tan t to be cowed by deputies or 
school boy N a tiona l Guards. W oon­
socket, Gastonia and Sayelsvllle 
showed tha t.

“ W hy not t r y  to scare them by a 
judges order” , the bosses are th in k ­
ing, “ te ll them we’l l  pu t them a ll 
behind bars i f  they dare s trike .”

I t  won’t  w ork, Messrs, dye-house 
bosses! You can’t  pu t 20,000 fig h t­
ing workers in  the cooler.

Your gunmen couldn’t  stop the 
s trike  w ith  a ll th e ir  bu lle ts and 
gas and ne ither w i l l  your in ju n c ­
tion  !

Arms Inquiry too 
Hot for State Dep't

(Continued from Page I )
m ora lity  o r im m o ra lity  o f Du 
Pont’s business but whether the 
" im p a rt ia l” , “ in te rn a tio n a l”  arms 
ring  w i l l  lose money i f  the odor o f 
the investigation gets too obnox­
ious.

Remember the ou tc ry  in  the 
press about the rape of China by 
Japan! W ell, tha t was on ly fo r 
public consumption. A l l  th is  tim e 
the Du Pont’s were se lling  a secret 
hydrogen process to Japan and 
b rib ing  Chinese generals in  order 
to sell them m unitions.

The proposal to sell the hydro­
gen process by the D u Ponts to 
M itsu i was made known to the 
State Departm ent i t  developed in  
the investigation.

Here is another reason fo r  the 
gagging o f the disclosures. The 
State Departm ent is knee-deep, no 
doubt, in  a ll the so-called scandals 
of the m unitions makers. Unques­
tionab ly  its  hands a ic  d ripp ing  
w ith  the blood o f workers on the 
soil o f a h a lf dozen fore ign coun­
tries.

Too warm? The state depart­
ment ha? burned its  hands and 
wants the heat turned o f f !
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