
By A. JL Mnste & lames P. Cannon

R ECENT events in the Soviet Union, commencing w ith  the assas
sination of K irov and followed by secret executions to ta lling 103 

at the present w riting , cause the deepest alarm to the thinking revolu
tionary workers of the entire world fo r whom the Soviet Union is and 
has been since 1017 the star of hope and inspiration.

The alarm that every revolutionary worker feels at any indication 
o f danger to  the Soviet Workers’ State is increased and intensified 
enormously by the secrecy and mystery in  which the present happen
ings have been shrouded. For days a fte r K irov’s assassination there 
was complete lack of any explanation as to the identity o f the assassin 
or the reason fo r his act. Then the Soviet authorities placed the 
blame upon White Guards, counter-revolutionists le ft from  the old 
Czarist regime. Later i t  was hinted that representatives o f some 
foreign capita list power were engaged in  dastardly counter-revolu
tionary activities in  the Soviet Union.

I f  the Soviet Union is in danger the advanced workens throughout 
the world y i l l  ra lly  to its  defense us they have always done and they 
w ill not object to drastic measures against conspirators.

The rig h t and tbe duty of the proletarian state to adopt the stern
est methods of repression against its  class enemies is indisputable fo r 
a revolutionary worker. Lenin and Trotsky taught it. And history 
w ill applaud them fo r it, fo r the young revolution fighting fo r its  very 
existence, and learning from the te rrib le  mistakes of the Paris Com
mune that leniency to the class enemy ends in  the bloody massacre of 
the workers, had to crush the resistance o f the overthrown class w ith 
•w ift and te rrib le  blows. But, onc-e the power o f the revolution was 
consolidated, a fte r the working class had triumphed in  the c iv il war 
and the wars o f intervention, the prosecution of counter-revolutionists 
was conducted in court. From the beginning, moreover, Lenin and 
Trotsky always proved the necessity of the ir actions; they explained 
everything clearly, fu lly  and honestly to the International working 
class as well as to the workers in  the Soviet Union and were supported 
by them.

Workers who see the operation o f the white te rro r in  a large part 
o f the world, the mass murder of the victim s of fascism and reaction 
in  Germany, Aus tria , Spain and other countries—not to speak of the 
k illin g  of strikers in the “ democratic”  United States—w ill not shed 
tears over the fate of a few W hite Guards and counter revolutionists 
who seek to restore the capitalist order in  the Soviet Union. They 
need only to be convinced that the victim s are really White Guards 
and that i t  is rea lly necessary to resort to such drastic measures 
against them.

The revolutionary workers have nothing in  common w ith  the hypo
c ritica l outcries o f anti-Soviet elements, whether they be Social Demo
crats or capita list editors, who come forward now w ith  increased 
aggressiveness to renew the ir agitation fo r bourgeois “ democracy” as 
against workers’ dictatorship. These critics were effectively silenced 
in  the! past, or a t least deprived o f a ll influence among the advanced 
workers, i f  methods are now employed which enable them to raise 
the ir heads again i t  Is only another count in the indictment of those 
responsible fo r the methods.

In  the Summer o f 1922, more than twelve years ago, the tr ia l o f the 
leaders of the Social-Revolutionary Party, charged w ith  responsibility 
fo r an organized campaign of terrorism  and sabotage, took place in  
Moscow. I t  was held in open court in the one (time ‘‘H a ll of the 
Nobles” , then and now the headquarters of the Moscow trade unions. 
The accused, at the request of the parties and organizations o f the 
Second International, were allowed to have foreign counsel—ironically 
enough one of the attorneys for the accused S.R.’s was Vandervelde, 
M inister of the Belgian K ing during the war and the present head of 
the Second International to whom the Comintern recently offered a 
“ non-aggression pact” . The gu ilt of the accused was established at 
the public tr ia l beyond any doubt, in  part by the ir own confessions. 
They were convicted of responsibility fo r and the direct organization 
of the assassination of Voladarsky, the attempts on the lives of Lenin 
and other Soviet leaders, the dynamiting of bridges and other acts of 
terrorism  and violence against the workers’ state. As a result of this 
open tria l, conducted before the eyes of the world, the revolutionary 
vigilance of the Soviet Government was approved and endorsed by the 
international working class; the moral position of the counter-revolu
tionists, including the Mensheviks and the Socia ̂ Revolutionaries, 
was completely destroyed.

So strong was the position o f the Soviet Government then, in  1922, 
when the country was s till suffering from the devastation of c iv il war 
and famine, when industria l production was at its lowest point, fa r 
below pre-war standards, before anybody had even thought of “social
ism in  one country” , not to speak of proclaiming its  existence—so 
strong was the position of the victorious revolution that the Soviet 
Government, w ith  the approval of the Communist International, found 
i t  possible to commute the death sentences passed on the terrorists by 
the proletarian court.

I t  was Trotsky who came before the Executive Committee of the 
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Muste Calls fo r  Funds 
To Carry on Mass Work

Steel Truce 
In Deadlock 

A t  Capitol
Roosevelt's Plan is Balked 

By Failure to Agree on 
Company Unions

(WASHINGTON. — A three-point 
“ truce”  program fo r the steel in 
dustry ended in  a conference dead
lock when labor leaders, m indful 
of pressure from  below, refused to 
agree to “ company unions”  in the 
industry.

The plan was submitted by 
President Roosevelt and Secretary 
of Labor Perkins as the firs t step 
in  carrying out the President’s per
sonal desire, announced in October, 
to extend the “ truce”  between 
workers and employers throughout 
industry. I t  was submitted by the 
President a t a special W hite House 
conference o f leading steel barons 
and A. F. of L. leaders.

Sanctions Company Unions
The three points in  the Presi

dent’s plan, which would have 
bound the steel workers fo r a per
iod of six months, were:

1. The employers would bar
gain with a ll groups of employees.
This proviso would have given 

Federal sanction to company unions 
in steel.

2. Both labor and employers 
would recognize the National 
Steel Relations Board as the ar
bitration agency of the industry.
The proviso was submitted de

spite the fact that the Steel Board 
has been unsatisfactory to labor. 
The Board was appointed by the 
President a t the time of the threat
ened strike in  steel last June and 
since tha t time has been swamped 
w ith  complaints and petitions from 
union locals in  the steel centers, 
but has held only one election, at a 
small Concern, the West V irginia 
R ail Company, where the workers 
won over the company union.

3. Both sides would agree on 
a six months’ “truce”, during 
which no elections of representa
tives for collective bargaining 
purposes would be held.

Myron Taylor, chairman of the 
board of the United States Steel 
Corporation, had been campaigning 
fo r several months fo r both the 
"truce” , as outlined by Roosevelt, 
and the proposal that the employ
ers should have clear governmental 
sanction of company unions.

Asks More Conferences
When i t  became evident that the 

conference had reached a deadlock, 
President Roosevelt asked the Steel 
Board to continue its  “ good work” 
and to arrange fu rther conferences. 
The deadlock .over the question of 
“m ajority rule”  was caused mainly 
by the fact that Green, Tlghe and 
other A. F. of L. representatives in 
the conference were being subject
ed' to pressure from the rank and 
file, which is fast becoming more 
progressive and m ilitant than the 
old-line union leaders.

What the next steps of President 
Roosevelt and the Steel Board w ill 
be was not announced. Unrest 
pointing toward a general strike is 
reported in  steel.

M ER RY CHRISTMAS-W HERE?
By DAN EASTMAN

The fifth  Christmas of the depres
sion and the th ird  of the New Deal 
is a very merry one indeed—in 
some classes. Looking through the 
newspapers one finds nothing but 
optimism, bright hope, and reassur
ance. Steel is turning up, Henry 
Ford is reemploying, recovery is 
ju s t around the corner, unprece
dented Christmas boom, business 
and government cooperate for the 
common welfare, department stores 
show rise, and so on and on.

Somewhat overwhelmed by a ll 
th is good cheer, your reporter de
termined to carry the message of 
Christmas down to the people. In  
Madison Square Park he stopped 
to have his shoes shined, and en
gaged the bootblack in conversa
tion.

His name, he said, was B ill 
Sheilds, sixty years old, born on a 
poor farm  in upstate New York. 
A ta ll, gaunt yankee, w ith  a white 
stubble on his jaws, he was wrap
ped in an old army coat, and wore 
a ragged cap over his eyes. He 
kept his shoe cream bottle in  an 
inside pocket, near the warmth of 
his body, to prevent its  freezing.

“ I make three to five dollars a 
week,” he said, “ depending on the 
weather. Make less in w inter, 
barely three last week. I ’d rather 
bootblack than go on home relief. 
They ask you too damn many ques
tions, and even then you have to 
w ait around fo r months before 
they give you anything. O f course 
if  my health fa ils  me, I ’l l  have to 
take a different point o f view.

“ I t ’s pretty tough in w inter.

Joseph Zack, C.P. Leader, 
Joins the Workers Party

The trend of the revolutionary 
workers toward the new Workers 
Party was illustrated in the most 
strik ing  manner tt(is week by the 
action of Joseph Zack, one of the 
most prominent veterans of the 
American Communist movement, in 
w ithdrawing from the Communist 
Party and simultaneously joining 
the W. P.

As w ill be seen from the state
ment of comrade Zack which ap
pears in  another column he came 
to  th is decision a fter a thorough 
study of the fundamental problems 
which have arisen in the last decade 
and, in  doing so, arrived at the 
same conclusions on a ll the p rin 
ciple questions as those outlined in 
the party’s Declaration of P rinci
ples. The action of comrade Zack 
produced a sensation in  radical la
bor circles in  New York where he 
is known to every m ilita n t who has 
taken active part in  the movement 
during the past 20 years. The panic 
of the leaders of the C. P., signal
ized by the ir hasty announcement 
o f his “expulsion” a fter his resig
nation from  the party, is increased

Auto H earing  
Farce With 
Ban on 7a

H it Sabotage 
In  C.P. Tria l

The contents o f this issue of the 
New M ilita n t give the reason why 
the drive fo r the $5,000 Party Foun
dation Fund must be put over, and 
furnish a t the same time conclusive 
evidence that i t  w ill be. Consider 
the situation: One of the founders 
of the Communist Party in  th is 
country, prominent leader in  its 
trade union work, has joined the 
W. P. In  at least two basic indus
tries this week, automobiles and 
steel, the workers have again been 
put off w ith  empty promises and 
gestures by the capitalists and the 
Roosevelt administration.

In  automobiles, fo r example, one 
of the m illion ' and one Roosevelt 
commissions is holding hearings on 
“ stabilization of employment” , but 
refuses to listen to the testimony 
o f workers regarding the anti-un
ionism of the bosses which is the 
root of the turm oil in  the industry. 
Discontent mounts among the 
workers. “ Send an experienced or
ganizer,”  cry our Toledo comrades, 
“ to get busy on this situation.”

Look abroad and we witness the 
sw ift, amazing developments which 
have followed the assassination o f 
K irov in  the Soviet Union and 
which constitute the subject o f an 
important statement in th is issue.

On every hand, on the economic

and the politica l field, in  the unions 
and in other po litica l parties and 
groups, at home in  the United 
States and abroad, the evidence 
piles up that the new party was 
launched at the most opportune 
moment, that in  the m idst of con
fusion and disintegration every
where else, our Declaration of 
Principles sets fo rth  clearly ' and 
sharply the answer to the questions 
of the day in the revolutionary 
movement.

COMRADES, WE MUST NOT 
SHIRK OUR GREAT RESPONSI
B IL IT IE S  NOW BY FAILIN G  TO 
RALLY ALL OUR RESOURCES 
AT THIS CRITICAL MOMENT TO 
GET OUR REVOLUTIONARY 
MESSAGE TO THE MASSES.

Now every branch, every member, 
every sympathizer, must get busy. 
B ring in every dollar, every penny 
that can be raised. Forward money 
to the national office as quickly as 
you get it. A dollar given early in 
the drive w ill do the work o f two.

FOR THE WORKERS PARTY 
OP THE U. S.l

FOR WORKING CLASS SOLI
DARITY !

A. J. MUSTE, 
National Secretary

BERKELEY, Calif.— Indignation 
o f the rank and file  members of the 
Communist Party at the incompe
tence, mismanagement and outright 
sabotage o f the defense of the 18 
comrades on tr ia l in  the Crim inal 
Syndicalism case a t Sacramento 
has reached the point of explosion. 
Last week the general membership 
meeting o f the C. P. a t Berkeley 
adopted a resolution calling the 
d is tric t leadership to account in the 
most scathing terms and categori
ca lly demanding a radical change 
of policy and attitude toward the 
case and towards the defendants 
involved.

The leading defendants, among 
them Caroline Decker, are allowed 
to lie  in ja il fo r lack of bail while 
favorites o f the C. P. clique are 
taken out. Nothing is done to pro
mote a broad united front w ith 
other working class organizations 
in  behalf o f the prisoners, the case 
is  deliberately played down in the 
party press and a venomous cam
paign o f slanderous insinuation is 
conducted against the leading de
fendants in  the case. The reason: 
they are “ suspected”  o f deviations 
in  the direction o f the Workers 
P arty!

(Continued on Page 4)

Uncle Franklin Roosevelt, s itting  
on .his fence down in  Washington, 
seems to have heard rumors that 
the boys in  the automobile and auto 
parts factories are getting restless 
again. The automobile code, due 
to expire Sept. 4, had been extend
ed and there was s till no action 
toward changing.

Something had to be done. So 
Uncle Franklin told Leon Hender
son, chief of the NRA Planning and 
Research Division to take Dr. Is i- 
dor Lubin, statistical director of 
the Labor Department, and Rich
ard H. Lansburgh, Henderson’s as
sociate director, up to D etroit and 
Toledo and F lin t and other auto 
centers and le t the workers te ll 
them their troubles. (The Presi
dent evidently knows a b it about 
psychology and le tting  people ta lk 
to keep them from acting.)

Then, he said, they should go to  
the manufacturers. And they should 
figure out some way to stabilize 
employment in  the automotive field.

This Was Important 
But, he said—and this was very, 

very important—they must be care
fu l not to le t the boys ta lk  about 
Section 7a or D r. Leo Wolman’s 
National Automobile Labor Board. 
That would be against the rules, 
and furthermore i t  m ight be em
barrassing.

So Uncle Franklin ’s helpers went 
to Detroit. They did have some 
trouble about 7-a. Matthew Smith, 
general secretary of the Mechanics 
Educational Society of America, 
the strongest union in the field, and 
Maurice Sugar, the union’s a tto r
ney, protested vigorously, and they 
made it  clear they expected nothing 
from the hearing.

Committee Heard Plenty 
Even w ithout 7-a, the president’s 

committee heard plenty, as witness
es fo r the M.E.S.A. and the A. F. 
o f L . Federal Auto Union told what 
the conditions in  the automobile 
industry really are.

They made proposals, too. The 
M.E.S.A. proposed: that there 
should be an annual guaranteed 
wage of $2,000 fo r semi-skilled and

by the knowledge that he does not 
stand alone. The C. P. w ill have 
plenty o f “ expulsions”  to announce 
in  the near future, and the names 
of some of the most active and m ili
tant workers in  the trade union 
movement w ill pppear on the lists.

Joseph Zack was a foundation 
member o f the Communist Party. 
He was a member o f the Central 
Committee in  the underground days 
and afterward. For years he was 
the head of the party trade union 
work in  the New York d is tric t and 
secretary of the T.U.U.L. Later he 
held the same office in  the Cleve
land d is tric t whence he was “ ex
iled”  fo r the capital offense o f hav
ing opinions and ta lking about them. 
Commencing next week the New 
M ilita n t w ill publish a series o f 
articles by comrade Zack which w ill 
be of interest to every revolutionary 
worker.

COMRADE SACK’S* STATEMENT 
New York City 
December 20, 1934 

To the National Committee 
Workers Party of the U.S.A. 
Comrades:

I  hereby present my application 
to jo in  the Workers Party, having 
resigned from  the Communist 
Party.

1 have been a member of the C.P. 
U.8.A. since its  inception. Before 
that I  was a member o f the Left 
Wing o f the S. P. My differences 
w ith the leadership of the C.P. o ri
ginated on the Trade Union ques
tion more than two years ago, lead
ing up to the 1934 Party Convention 
held in  Cleveland. As a result of 
my brief ta lk as a delegate to that 
convention, organization measures 
were taken against me in  plain and 
flagrant violation of inner party 
democracy. I  was threatened w ith 
expulsion 24 hours after the con
vention i f  I  did not retract the 
views I  had expressed at the con
vention the day before. I  was im 
mediately removed from a ll party 
activ ity. As a result the whole 
question of the inner party regime

I ’m here at seven in the morning, 
to catch the people going to work 
in the insurance building there. I f  
i t  snows or rains its  much harder; 
but hanging around in  doorways I  
can pick up th irty  or fo rty cents.

“ I  calculate i f  I  can get through 
February I am a ll right. February 
is the month,” he shivered.

How does he live?
Eats at Horse Markets

•‘’Well,”  he said, “ 1 used to have 
a swell room over on Second Ave., 
but it  cost me three dollars a week. 
I  had to give it  up. R ight now 
I ’m down at the Washington flop 
house, twenty-five cents a night. 1 
eat in the horse markets, the old 
coffce-and joints.”

1 asked about horse markets.
“ I don't know why they ca ll them 

horse markets. I  guess they used 
to serve horse meat.”  He thought 
fo r a moment, “ I  guess maybe they 
s till do.”

What about the New Deal, the 
Christmas upturn, the recovery 
just around the corner?

To Keep People Quiet
“ That’s a lo t o f newspaper ta lk,” 

he said, “Just a lo t of newspaper 
ta lk to keep the people quit.”

“ There won’t  be much Christmas 
for you,”  I  said.

"No, Christmas is just like any 
otlier day fo r me. I ’l l  come out and 
try  to pick up a few cents. * Can’t 
afford to le t a day go by.”

The Muni
1 traveled on across town to the 

municipal free flop house.
The soup kitchen is on an old 

wharf a t the blind end of East 25th. 
The street is bound by high brick 
factory walls, and runs like  an al
ley to hell, down to the East River 
dock. The walls are lined w ith 
men, mostly older men, leaning up 
in  the sun, settling the stew hand
out they receive at the wharf. A ll 
day long a steady stream of unem
ployed flows down the alley. On 
one side of the street is  a dark, 
d irty  stone building, the headquar
ters and dorm itory of the c ity char
ity .

There are a good many drunks, 
old bleary-eyed hulks. I t  is bard 
to te ll jus t which are drunks and 
which insane; fo r there is quite a

(Continued on Pago 4)
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9 Join Party 
A t Philly  Meet
PHILADELPHIA.—A crowd of 

300, including members o f every po
litic a l current in  the world o f labor 
— Syndicalists, Stalinists, Social
ists and ex-radicals o f a ll shades— 
turned out to  hear A. J. Muste and 
James P. Cannon present the pro
gram of the new revolutionary 
party here on December 16. Nine 
new members were added and 
$73.50 pledged to the party building 
fund.

Mostly workers were present— 
m ilitan t trade unionists—Negro and 
white, many unemployed and pro
fessional people.

The speakers told of the fusion of 
ibe former American Workers Party 
and the Communist League on a 
principled basis of revolutionary 
Marxism to build the Workers 
Party of the United States. The 
addresses were warmly applauded 
and sale of the new party literature 
was good.

The Lehigh County Unemployed 
League asks that readers of the 
NEW M ILITANT w ill help them 
bui’d a library by sending them 
books, pamphlets, etc. Send them 
to: Ed. Moser, L .C .U .L ., 341 
Union Street, Allentown, Penna.

Printers’ O. K. 
Aids Striking 
Reporters

By LEO ROBERTS 
NEWARK, N.J.—Five weeks on 

the picket line have taught the 
striking employees of the Newark 
Ledger more about capitalism and 
labor than many o f them learned 
in years in the editorial room. 
Never again w ill they refer to scabs 
as “ loyal workers” .

They have learned from L. T. 
Russell, publisher of the Ledger, 
who, after ten days of complete pub
lic silence, inserted paid ads in all 
Newark newspapers saying, “There 
is nothing to mediate or arbitrate 
between the Ledger and the guild 
at this late date as the Ledger com
pletely restaffed its editorial room 
and since the guild does not repre
sent these employees I  have no more 
reason to deal with the guild.” 

They have learned from the Al
lied Printing Trades Council, which, 
sitting in special session, unani
mously passed a resolution “extend
ing sympathy and all possible sup
port to the Newark Newspaper 
Guild’s fight for recognition of their 
organization”.

Their First Strike 
They know now, these men and 

women who are picketing in the 
firs t organized strike o f editoria l 
room workers .in the United States, 
that it  is only by fighting side by 
side w ith  other workers, not by 
depending on collaboration w ith  
the bosses, that they can hope to 
win their rights.

On January 13, a labor parade is 
being planned under the auspices of 
the Essex County Trades Council. 
The guild is concentrating on get
ting a good turn-out.

This strike is being watched 
closely by proponents and oppon
ents of affilia tion of the American 
Newspaper Guild, which has 9,000 
members a ll over the country, w ith 
the American Federation of Labor. 
A t the guild ’s firs t convention in 
St. Paul last year, a motion to a f
filia te  was tabled when it  threat
ened to  sp lit the guild.

Results of Class-Collaboration 
The leadership o f the Ledger 

strike recognizes the need fo r co-

Super Lobby 
Seeks W age  
Relief Slash
Capitalists in United Front 

Against Labor to Put 
Screws on Congress

WASHINGTON. — The “ super- 
lobby” set up l>y the capitalists who 
met last week at W hite Sulpher 
Springs, W. Va., w ill lay beiore 
President Roosevelt and Congress 
when it  convenes plans to put the 
unemployed on doles and to perpe
tuate company unions.

The united front of Industry 
against labor was formed w ith  the 
aid of members of Roosevelt’s Cab
inet. Ninety leading industria lists 
and bankers of the nation attended 
the conference.

W ill Ask for Dole
For the unemployed, the lobby 

w ill demand that Federal re lie f be 
reduced and gradually replaced by 
the dole, the funds to be provided 
by local charity and the state 
through “strongly centralized bu
reaus” .

For the workers In industry bus
iness w ill ask that the Adm inistra
tion continue the NRA codes an
other year, w ith  labor having the 
right, as at present, to bargain 
collectively w ith  employers through 
organizations of their “ choice” , in 
cluding company formed unions.

United Front
The lobby w ill speak fo r the Un

ited States Chamber of Commerce, 
the Manufacturers’ Association, 
railroads, banks, u tilitie s  and the 
corporations which control the 
country’s industries. Permanent 
headquarters have been set up in 
Washington. The Adm inistration, 
i t  was said, “can no longer m isinter
pret the desires of industry and 
business.”

“ Let industry take the lead in  
recovery,” was in effect the slogan 
adopted.

Screws on Congress

A simple analysis of the united 
front and preparations being made 
to put the screws on Congress to 
halt, government spending and stop 
labor organization reveals that the 
capitalists have got together to 
slash wages and liv ing  standards 
a ll down the line. A “ w ild ” Con
gress is coming in, a Congress un
der pressure from the “people back 
home”  to appropriate more and 
more funds to relieve distress and 
furnish work fo r the m illions and 
somehow make President Roose
velt’s golden political phrases and 
promises come to life .

The danger, as seen by the super
business lobby, is not that this can 
be done while they hold the reigns 
of wealth and industry, but that 
the people m ight begin to believe 
it  is possible and so expect “ too 
much”

Pressure on the Adm inistration 
recently forced H arry L. Hopkins, 
Relief Adm inistrator, to cut re lie f 
wages below $12 a week.

The Journal of Commerce, 
which interprets business and po
litical trends for Wall Street, 
predicted in the early fall that 
the Administration would soon be 
“forced” to reduce relief wages 
to help industry stabilize indus-
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trial
level”

wages at a “reasonable

Cats E a t R e lie f M e a t— Live

TOLEDO, Ohio. — Toledo re lie f 
authorities have found a new way 
to test the fitness o f meat fo r the 
bellies of unemployed workers and 
the ir children.

When unemployed workers here 
brought tainted re lie f beef to the 
authorities the re lie f agents set out 
to demonstrate to the workers that 
the meat was edible. Mice were 
put in  the cage w ith some of the 
suspect beef, but the mice, caged 
and cagy, turned up their soft pink 
noses a t the meat. Determined to 
show that the meat could be eaten, 
some alley cats were captured and 
fed the meat.

The cats, noting the sim ularity 
to the ir regular fare, of garbage, 
pronounced the meat good. The 
nameless tabby m artyrs convinced 
the re lie f authorities that the o o f 
is—(a) not good fo r mice, (b) ed
ible  by cats, (c ) perfect fo r unem
ployed workers and the ir children.

FOLLOW THE NEWS IN  THE  
NEW M ILITANT.

JOIN THE WORKERS PARTY.

ALARM
S ig n a ls  in  t h e  
S o v ie t  U n io n !



W ild  C at Strike 
Looms at M ine

JOHN L . LEW IS HOLDS ON BY 
STRONG-ARM METHODS

SPRINGFIELD, 111.—When the 
miners of mine No. 4, Panther Creek 
Coal Co., here made demands that 
the haulage way be cleaned and 
the wash house enlarged, they got 
immediate results. They issued an 
ultim atum  that i f  the coal dust 
wasn’t  cleaned out of the haulage 
way in  three days they would call 
a strike. So two days later the 
company worked a night crew to 
do the job.

Instead of enlarging the wash 
house, which is what the miners 
demanded, the company merely 
made aome repairs. The wash 
house is d irty , cold, unventilated and 
dangerously unsanitary. The min
ers called state m ining inspectors 
to  examine the wash house as the 
state law was being violated. The 
company promised to arrange su it
able washing fac ilities fo r the men 
and the state inspectors said' they 
would return in  three days.

Discontentment over conditions is

L e f t  W in g  Polls 
H e a v y  V o t e  in 
P. M .  A .  Election

GILLESPIE, 111. Dec. 14.—Joseph 
B urre ll, president o f local union 
34, Gillespie, and former chairman 
of the Progressive Miners State Re
lie f and Educational Committee, 
polled a good' vote in  the state un
ion elections recently held, accord
ing to incomplete reports gathered 
here this week. B urre ll was the 
le ft wing candidate for the position 
o f secretary-treasurer of the Pro
gressive Miners of America.

rife . A  “ w ild  cat”  strike is liable 
to break out any time.

In  Benton, 111., on Dec. 11, the 
day fo r biennial elections of the 
United Mine Workers of America, 
local and national, the rank and 
file  of the union was dumbfounded 
to learn that John L. Lewis and 
his entire machine, w ith  rare ex
ceptions, were w ithout opposition. 
A t least, the union gangsters did not 
perm it duly nominated rank and 
file candidates places on the ballot.

In  the Springfield and Franklin 
county sub-districts of the U.M.W. 
A., only the perennial oflice-holders 
were allowed places on the ballot. 
D ictator John L., of course, took 
care that no one should compete 
for his job. He barred B ill Sloan, 
Westville, 111., and other rank and 
filers from  the ballot fo r the offices 
of president, vice president and 
secretary-treasurer. Sloan and his 
group were permitted, however, to 
appear on the ballot as delegates 
to the A. F. of L. convention.

So the Lewis machine ro lls  on, 
in  spite of its  tremendous unpopu
la rity  among the rank and file. One 
day the miners, under real leader
ship and organization, w ill destroy 
th is infamous machine.

In  St. David, 111., where the fight 
between the Progressive Miners of 
America and the U.M.W.A. has been 
b itte r fo r two years, George Stouf- 
fer, fo r years a gun toter and agent 
of the notorious Lewis-Farrington 
machine, and one Murray, also a 
former crony of the machine, are 
dead, victims o f a gun duel. Stouf- 
fe r was former sub-district presi
dent of sub-district 2, d is tric t 12 
of the U.M.W.A.

Stouffer, recently proprietor of a 
beer tavern, shot i t  out w ith  Mur
ray ; both were k illed  outright. Two 
other persons, one a woman, were 
wounded.

For two years, in  St. David and 
the surrounding te rrito ry, the bat
tle  between the Lewis gunmen and 
the P.M.A. has resulted in much 
fighting. The field is now closely 
divided between the two unions. 
Neither has absolute control.

Steam Shovel  
D ynam ited

MINERS EKING OUT EXISTENCE 
IN  CLASH W ITH  COAL CO.

SHAMOKEN, Pa.—A steam shov
el costing $6,000, brought here last 
week by the Stevens Coal Company, 
was blown to bits when someone 
planted dynamite beneath it.

Coni diggers who belong to the 
United Anthracite Producers, a 
“ bootleg group” numbering 1,600 
miners, would have been thrown 
out of work by the new machine. 
These miners dig coal in small 
quantities, by hand, a small group 
to each “ bootleg hole” , entire fam
ilies, men, women and children 
join ing in  the risky work.

The Stevens Co. turned up last 
week w ith  a brand new steam 
shovel, prepared to wipe out the 
miners’ holdings w ith  a stripping. 
The miners barricaded the road 
leading to the tract, and succeeded 
in  “ persuading”  the truck driver, 
who was hauling the shovel, to 
turn back.

Later in  the day George Jones, 
superintendent o f the Stevens Co. 
turned up w ith  the state police. 
The barricade was torn down, but 
the ill-fa ted  shovel hadn’t  gone a 
hundred yards before i t  slipped on 
the muddy road and' went into the 
ditch. M r. Jones then asked fo r a 
conference w ith  the miners.

He said that the fate of the 
Cameron Colliery o f the Stevens Co. 
depended on the successful working 
of the Edgewood tract.

Lester Koble, replying fo r the 
miners, observed tha t they were 
completely indifferent to the suc
cess or fa ilu re  of the Cameron Col
lie ry, and were only concerned fo r 
the ir own means o f support.

The conference was a deadlock. 
A  few hours later someone deposit
ed several sticks of dynamite under 
the shovel and blew i t  to pieces.

B u rre ll defeated Claude Pearcy, 
incumbent president of the union, 
by a vote of 106 to 63 in local union 
No. 77, Springfield. B urre ll also 
polled nearly 500 votes in the large 
amalgamated local union a t G il
lespie. Unofficial reports state that 
B urre ll also defeated the union 
president at Auburn, Pana, “ L ittle  
Dog” mine and Local Union 12, 
Springfield. S. L. Jones, Sherman 
Stiehl f.nd Jess Andeison vere also 
candidates fo r the position.

Leibowitz Plans Anti-Labor 
Tria l for Scottsboro Boys

By HARRY STRANG
The moment approaches when the 

United States Supreme Court clerk 
w ill ca ll to the bar of the highest 
tribunal o f capitalist justice, the 
contestants in the historic Scotts- 

Pearcy’s candidacy for the posi- boro case. And although the defense
tion is an outright swindle as the 
recent convention of the P.M.A. as 
well as the firs t convention of 
1932, stated that “ no officer could 
succeed himself in office nor run 
fo r a lower office u n til he had 
worked two years in the mine after 
h is tenure of office." The union 
president’s candidacy is obviously a 
conspiracy fo r the righ t wing clique 
to perpetuate themselves in office 
through machine rule. Much indig
nation was expressed by the rank 
and file  at Springfield, where the 
Progressive Miners of America 
have 14 local unions, seven under 
job control.

The six amalgamated striking 
local unions and local union No. 77 
at Springfield voted in membership 
meetings to condemn the bureau
cratic procedure of the union offi
cers. Local union No. 77 also filed 
charges against Joe P. Goett, erst
while Lewis tool, and now editor 
of the “ Progressive'Miner” ' because 
he refused to publish a resolution 
adopted by the local scoring Claude 
Pearcy’s candidacy.

Unconfirmed reports state that a 
run-off is to be held for the positiou 
o f secretary-treasurer since no one 
candidate received a decisive ma
jo rity  of the votes cast throughout 
the state.

counsel must soon make his argu
ment, the working class public is 
bewildered as to who that counsel 
w ill be.

Many weeks ago Samuel S. Leib
owitz, reactionary liag waver once 
employed by the I.L.D ., announced 
his claim to represent the boys. 
Ever since he has been mum as a 
clam. The I.L.D . having denounced 
its  former a lly  as a tra ito r (be
cause he did jus t what revolution
aries predicted he would do when 
he was hired) continues to shout 
that" i t  represents the boys . . . and 
to offer a united front to Liebowitz, 
correctly characterized by the I.L. 
D. as an a lly  of the Southern lynch
ers.

United Front W ith Leibowitz
Why does the I.L.D ., which fo r 

years would make no united fron t 
w ith  reformism represented by Nor
man Thomas, or w ith  revolution 
represented by those now in the 
Workers Party, offer Leibowitz a 
united front? Can it  be that the 
I.L.D ., having lost the support of 
(he defendants', hope by an unprin
cipled united fro n t w ith  the a lly of 
the Southern lynchers, to get, if  
not a fron t seat, a t least a back 
one when the case comes to court?

Leibowitz is silent because he is
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The Party at W  ork
MEMBERSHIP MEET RAISES 

$500 ON BU ILD  PARTY FUND
The program of action fo r the 

building of the Workers Party was 
presented to the New York mem
bership at a general membership

responded to the drive fo r a $5,000. 
Party Foundation Fund by assum
ing the obligation to raise $1,500 as 
the New York quota. Over 100 dol
lars was raised immediately in 
cash, and over 400 dollars in 
pledges.

confident. Having been told by the 
I.L.D . that i t  deserved their trust 
because it  had enlisted Leibowitz’s 
services, the nine defendants came 
to lean solely upon Leibowitz. 
Would it  be surprising that when 
the I.L.D . lost its  boasted asset, 
the boys were to leave the I.L.D.?

Leibowitz’s “ defense”  plans in 
clude a furious attack not only 
on the I.L .D . and the C. P., but 
on a ll progressive elements, on 
a ll m ilitants and advocates of 
working class mass action. A l
though the I.L .D . has not used 
mass pressure (substituting the 
opportunistic alliance w ith  Leib
owitz while he le t them, and cov
ering up w i t h  provocative 
stunts), Leibowitz is in  a good 
position, thanks to the previous 
boosting of the I.L .D ., to give the 
idea of mass action a black eye.
Leibowitz plans to do more more 

than attack a ll shades of m ilitancy 
and radicalism. He means to white
wash Alabama class justice and 
sing praises of the Bourbon ruling 
class o f the south. He wants to 
“put the Negro in  his place” , and 
to beg mercy fo r the innocent vic
tims of a vicious frame-up.

A ll the more reason why a mass 
pressure campaign is needed. Some 
libera l elements who regarded the 
I.L.D . as very clever when i t  hired 
Leibowitz (and who now naturally 
prefer Leibowitz to the I.L .D .), op
pose further mass pressure. They 
say mass pressure was helpful in 
the past but would be harm ful now. 
Aside from  the fact tha t they op
posed mass pressure in  the period 
in which they now say i t  was use
fu l, the fact is that mass pressure 
is more essential today than ever 
before.

Every new turn in  the Scottsboro 
fight makes clearer the need to 
found a m ilitan t defense organiza
tion w ith  genuine principles and a 
broad enough base to include a ll 
honest working class and progres
sive elements. Members of a ll trade 
unions and workers’ po litica l organ
izations should consider and pre
pare to act on th is question.

meeting Friday, Dec. 14, a t the 
Stuyvesant Casino. The reporter 
fo r the National Committee, Com
rade A. J. Muste, the National Sec
retary of the party, outlined the 
various points o f the program of 
action and spoke of the enthusiasm 
w ith  which the launching o f the 
W. P. was met throughout the 
country.

The report o f Comrade Muste 
was followed by a report of the 
New York D istric t Organizer, Com
rade Lewit, who dwelt on the con
crete tasks before the New York 
D istrict.

The Workers Party in this city 
starts out w ith  seven branches in 
the various sections. A ll of these 
branches w ill very shortly have to 
be subdivided, since some of them 
are too bulky even now and new 
applications are Coming in very 
rapidly. Over 40 applicants fo r 
membership In the party were re
ceived rig h t a fter the mass meeting 
that tallowed the fusion convention.

The general m em bership m eeting

"Save the Workers 
From Revolution!"/

U. S. CHAMBER OF COMMERCE BUSY

Words of Abraham Lincoln on Rights of the People 
To Change or Overthrow the Existing Government

One of the prim ary purposes of 
the United States Chamber of Com
merce is clearly revealed in the re
port on “ Combating Subversive Ac
tiv ities  in  the United States” which 
was sent out to its  members for 
special consideration on Nov. 27.

The 29 page report defines as 
“subversive” a ll “ activities of poli
tica l or other bodies in  the United 
States, having as-their objective the 
overthrow, by force and violence, 
of the Federal, State and M unici
pal governments, and of the exist
ing social and economic order of 
the United States.” Mentioning 
anarchism as the main danger in 
the past, the report goes on to in 
d ict “ Soviet Communism” as the 
real danger of the present post-war 
period.

H it Working Class Violence
The authors pretend that they are 

not opposed to the aim of the com
munist movement—that is, to  the 
replacement of the capita list system 
by a new worker-controlled econo
mic, social and po litica l order. A ll 
they dislike is the method of v io 
lence. But do they protest equally 
against the Fascist murderers, to 
the K .K.K . terrorism  and lynchings, 
to the violence breaking-up of 
peaceful picket lines by boss thugs, 
corporation police and state m ilitia?  
No! The Chamber of Commerce 
has not one single word to say about 
any o f this, but i t  sets up a special 
committee, prints pamphlets, and 
urges its  members to press Senators 
and Representatives fo r action 
against the “ Communists”  because 
they are the “ leaders and agitators” 
of the working class.

Defending Capitalism
The tru th  is the C. of C. is solely 

interested in  defending capitalism 
and the interests of B ig Business. 
And i t  is exactly its  members who 
are most w illing  to resort to the 
use o f force and violence, to the 
most under-handed stool pigeon 
methods, in  order to defend their 
“ rights” when confronted by or
ganized labor. In  fact, i t  is re li
ably reported that the C. of C. pro 
motes a labor espionage bureau for 
the use of its  members Involved 
w ith unions.

In  contrast to the Chamber of 
Commerce contention that i t  is 
“American” to try  to reform the 
present order by amending the 
present laws peacefully and that it  
is “ Un-American” to try  to over
throw the system by revolutionary 
means, i t  is well to recall the po
litic a l philosophy of early America. 
Abraham Lincoln expressed it 
quite clearly in his F irs t Inaugural 
Address as fo llow s:

Right of Revolution
“ This country, w ith  its  ins titu 

tions, BELONGS TO THE PEO
PLE WHO IN H A B IT  IT . When
ever they shall grow weary of the 
existing government, they can er- 
crcise the ir constitutional righ t 
o f amending it, OR THEIR  REV
OLUTIONARY RIGHT TO DIS
MEMBER OR OVERTHROW 
IT .”  . . .
A fter maintaining tha t Commun

ism is an alien movement backed 
and sponsored by the Soviet Gov

ernment, the report goes on to lis t 
1 a ll the subversive activities of com
munism from  1932 on: working 
class discontent and rebellion in 
Argentina, Uruguay, Paraguay, 
Bolivia, Ecuador, Mexico, Guate
mala, Great B rita in , Belgium, Neth 
erlands, Finland, Spain, China, 
Japan, Germany, Cuba and finally 
from  coast to coast in  the United 
States.

(Poor capitalists! But for a few 
thousand "communist agitators” 
the workers would be satisfied w itl. 
th is lovely world and let the rich 
live in  luxury and peace!)

A ll to “ Save* the Workers!
The Chamber o f Commerce is go

ing to “ save” the working clast 
from such evil influences as “ com
munism”  ; therefore i t  recommends 
the follow ing government measures 
of force:

1. The amending o f the present 
seditious conspiracy law so that i t  
would be more like  the “ W orld War 
Sedition A ct” or the Canadian 
Anti-Red Law, so that stern pun
ishment could be meted out to any
one who even dared to th ink that 
a revolution m ight be necessary.

2. That the U. S. mails be denied 
to any person or group advocating 
revolutionary or subversive doc
trines.

3. That immigrants only be ad
m itted on condition that the ir na
tive country agrees to take them 
back on request o f the U. S.

4. That no person believing in 
revolution shall be naturalized.

5. That stern penalties be pro
vided fo r those persons or groups 
which try  to spread anti-w ar or 
revolutionary propaganda among 
the armed forces.

6. That the Department o f Jus
tice he given authority and funds to 
set up a special department to in 
vestigate the activities o f a ll per
sons, groups and organizations sus
pected of “ communist”  o r “ subver
sive activities”  and to  bring before 
the courts fo r punishment a ll those 
persons suspected of violating any 
o f the broad measures mentioned 
above.

Wants S tricte r D ictatorship
I t  is not enough fo r us to point 

out that this action of the Chamber 
of Commerce indicates that B ig 
Business in  th is country has come 
to the conclusion that some strong 
anti-labor measures are necessary 
for capitalism ’s good and welfare. 
Business would like  to take away 
from labor its  rig h t to free speech 
and self-organization. I t  wants a 
stricter dictatorship against labor. 
Therefore, i t  firs t intends to isolate 
and ja il the radicals, the revolu
tionists, the m ilitants, the fighters; 
then, i f  i t  succeeds, i t  w ill take 
the same measures against the 
freedom and organizations o f the 
working class as a whole.

The aim  of the Chamber of Com
merce must be defeated! The work
ing class must be aroused to the 
danger that threatens it !  An or
ganized mass protest of the entire 
labor movement can resist the a t
tack a t th is tim e.

—A  WORKER.

W hy Mooney Remains in Prison
SAN FRANCISCO. — “Governor 

Stephens, i t  is my fife  you are deal
ing w ith.

“ I  demand that you revoke your 
commutation of my death sentence 
to a liv ing  death.

“ I  prefer a glorious death a t the 
hands of my traducers, you includ
ed, to a liv ing  grave.

“ I  am innocent.
“ I  demand a new aud fa ir tr ia l 

or my unconditional libe rty  through 
a pardon.”

These are the words Tom Mooney

sent to Governor Stephens of Cali
fornia sixteen years ago when at 
the wired request of President 
Wilson who feared' “ i f  Mooney is 
executed international affairs w ill 
be greatly complicated” , Stephens 
commuted Mooney’s death sentence 
to life .

Tom Mooney is s till in San Quen
tin . A ll the world knows that he is 
innocent, yet he remains in  prison.

Why? The answer is plain. Tom 
Mooney is a fighter fo r the working 
class. That is why he is held in  
ja il, and only that.

CAPITALIST SABOTAGE
PITTSBURGH.—Steel, industry’s 

basic unit, continues to reflect ac
curately W all Street’s sabotage in 
production. Steel fin ishing m ills 
have operated a t only 40% of cap
acity during 1934, despite America’s 
vast need for good housing, railroad

maintenance, schools and cheap 
automobiles.

For example production of steel 
sheets, used fo r automobile bodies, 
was only 27.4% of capacity. Rail 
m ills operated a t only 16.7% of 
capacity and heavy structural out
put, was but 20.1%.

Here are typical figures of steel production capacity in  tons and 12 
months’ production ending September 30:

Annual capacity 
Heavy structural shapes 5,390,000
Plates 6,124,000
Standard ra ils 4,750,000
Tool steel bars 107,000

12 months’ production.
903.000 

1,016,000
873.000 
19,000

IN  THE U N IO N S
. ■   ■ By KARL LORE .

Rubber Organizes
Big B ill Haywood of the I.W.W. 

h it Akron, Ohio in  1913. He organ
ized1 a union and led a strike  of 
rubber workers in  tha t year which 
was smashed beneath a torrent of 
rio t sticks iu  the hands o f police 
and company guards. A fte r the 
war and during the boom years 
unionism was practically dead and 
the few small groups which main
tained an under-cover existence 
were unable to challenge the rulers 
of the industry.

In  July 1933 the workers in  the 
Firestone plant organized a Federal 
union of the American Federation 
of Labor. Two weeks la ter the 
Goodrich Rubber employees got 
their charter from  the Federation. 
A great wave of union sentiment 
h it the area and under the leader
ship of young and m ilita n t rank 
and fliers a great organizing job 
was begun.

* * *
Is Akron Next?

A year la ter i t  was estimated that 
almost 100,000 rubber workers in 
various parts of the country were 
organized. The India T ire and Rub
ber a t Akron had recognized the 
union, in  Los Angeles, Regional 
Labor Board elections went over
whelmingly in  favor o f the A. F. 
o f L. A vigorous four weeks strike 
a t the Akron plant of the General 
T ire  and Rubber had' forced the 
signing o f a contract. In  December 
1933 an attempt to organize an in 
ternational rubber workers union 
failed, but a parade of over 10,000 
greeted a convention held in  Akron 
the next June which organized the 
National United Rubber Council.

Six months more have passed and 
the rubber workers face the ir great 
test. Akrou may furnish 1935’e 
first major labor explosion.

*  •  *

Yellow Dog Unions
Nor were the employers asleep. 

Company unions were immediately 
installed a t the large plants w ith 
out letting the workers vote on the 
proposals. Employee representa
tives were bribed w ith  extra sal
aries. A ll expenses were paid by 
the companies. The representation 
plans did not provide fo r general 
meetings of the workers nor even 
fo r regular meetings of the whole 
body of representatives. Elaborate 
machinery was set up to defeat any 
possibility of even these armour 
plated plans being used to advance 
labor’s conditions.

*  *  *

Put Up or Shut Up
Now comes the showdown. The 

unions in  the great plants of Good
rich  and Firestone in  Akron peti
tioned the National Labor Rela
tions Board fo r supervised elections 
In order to establish the ir rig h t to 
act as the representatives o f the 
workers. The Board ordered such 
elections held. Immediately both 
companies started su it in  Federal 
court to prevent the N.L.R.B. from 
proceeding w ith  the vote, and the 
Labor Board has agreed to postpone 
action pending the outcome of the 
court proceedings. J. A. Thomas, 
Firestone president, issued a circu
la r to his workers in  which he de
clared his intention o f fighting the 
legal battle a ll the way to the su
preme court. -Labor has answered 
w ith  a special membership drive. 
The unions claim  tha t over 13,500 
of the 21,000 employees of the two 
companies are organized, and pre
d ict that 75 to 80 per cent of the 
workers w ill vote fo r the A. F. of

L. organization In any poll taken 
now.

*  *  »

Another Wierton???
Here we have a ll the makings o f 

another W ierton case. W ill the 
organized rubber workers allow 
the ir fate to be dragged through 
an endless procession of capita list 
court rooms t i l l  the s p irit of the ir 
organization is broken and the ban
ner of unionism dragged in  the 
mud? The steel barons have suc
ceeded in  playing that game a ll too 
well. Aided by a cowardly, chair
warming pack of national union of
ficials they have stifled the fighting 
sp irit of the steel m ill men and 
have reestablished the company 
unionism that was once so thor
oughly washed up. The same prob
lem confronts the organized rubber 
workers. The Goodyear T ire  and 
Rubber Company, fo r example, has 
maintained an employee representa
tion plan fo r the past fifteen years 
which is strongly entrenched. Real 
action on the part of the United 
Rubber Workers Council w ill do 
much to break up Goodyear’s phony 
union. Delay in taking real steps, 
weak kneed handling o f the situa
tion, w ill have exactly the opposite 
effect.

*  *  *

Where Are the Progressives?
The in itia l organization work in 

the rubber plants was carried on 
by m ilita n t rank and file  members. 
Later an A. F. of L . organizer, well 
versed in  a ll the tricks of trade 
union politics was sent in. The 
progressives followed fau lty  coun
sellors and—inexperienced as they 
were—made a number o f bad mis
takes. The Federation officialdom 
took over the situation.

In  place o f the orig inal organiza
tion structure by which a ll work
ers in  any one plant belonged to 
the same Federal union local, the 
A. F. o f L. chiefs introduced a mod
ified c ra ft union apparatus. C raft 
workers joined the ir c ra ft organiz
ations which were then supposed 
to be united in  each case by a plant 
council. The unskilled and' pro
duction workers remained in  the 
Federal unions which were shorn 
o f most o f the ir power although 
they represented the great m ajority 
of the employees.

*  *  •

Briefs
Over 1,000,000 workers have 

joined 1,400 local unions o f the A. 
F. of L. in  the South since NRA 
went into effect according to Fed
eration Organizer George L. Googe.
. . . G. E. Beers, chairman of the 
Southeast Portland Lumber Com
pany local o f the Loyal Legion 
of Loggers and Lumbermen—better 
known as the 4 L ’s—should have 
known better than to try  to get 
wage raises from that company un- 
ion. He was fired when he did . . . 
In  A p ril 1920 several thousand 
members o f the Brotherhood of 
Railway Trainmen went out on an 
unauthorized1 strike. Officials of 
the B.R.T. immediately revoked the 
charters o f the locals affected and 
ordered cancellation of the ir insur
ance certificates. The ousted mem
bers have been try ing  to recover 
the ir insurance in the courts ever 
since. They met on the tenth of 
December to try  to figure out what 
to do next. Forget i t  boys. . . . 
About 57,000 new members have 
joined the In ternational* Associa
tion of Machinists and 240 new lo
cals have been organized since Ju ly 
1933 says President A. Wharton. 
About 150 strikes have been con
ducted by the I.A . o f M. in the last 
15 months.



M A R C H  
O F  EVENTS

By JACK WEBER

The Profit System and Capitalist 
Sabotage

No class-conscious worker w ill be 
fooled by the revelations of so- 
called “ inefficiency”  in the handling 
of food stuffs to r relief purposes by 
the Federal, State and C ity author
ities. When m illions of pounds of 
potatoes, cabbage and veal threaten 
to g lu t the market, lower prices 
and decrease the profits, not of the 
farmer-producers but of the big 
commission 'm erchants and the 
monopoly capitalists of the produce 
exchanges, the government steps in 
to protect the interests o f the class 
in  power. I t  buys up the huge food 
surpluses and hides its  real motive 
fo r the purchases—the preservation 
of the p ro fit system—-by pretending 
that the food w ill go to relieve the 
starving unemployed. Under cover 
of th is phraseology fo r deluding the 
masses, the various agencies of 
government, Federal, State and 
City, then cooperate in the task ol 
destroying the food surpluses by a 
game of “ inefficient handling” .

This capita list sabotage manifests 
itse lf everywhere and at a ll times 
when the maintaining of profits re
quires the destruction o f wealth, 
whether in the form of means of 
production, food supplies or raw 
materials. The rotting  of the foods 
so desperately needed by the hun
gry, penniless workers is not a New 
York phenomenon, it  is one more 
revelation of the decadence and 
rottenness of the entire capitalist 
system. Veblen aptly characterized 
th is capitalist sabotage when he 
spoke o f i t  as the “ conscientious 
w ithdraw al of efficiency” . I t  is in 
deed the brazenly cold-blooded fos
tering of mass hunger in order to 
create the demand necessary for the 
coining of profits in the capitalist 
market.

*  *  *

Profits and Housing
Capitalist society in  the throes of 

crisis is faced continually w ith  the 
problems of planned economy. But 
so long as private property and 
profits remain the backbone—the 
unbroken backbone—of the econo
mic system, a planned economy re
mains like  a watery mirage in  the 
desert, something thirsted a fter but 
far-distant and unattainable. Thus 
i t  is w ith  any real housing program 
o f which there is so much ta lk  in 
banking and industria l circles. The 
proper housing of the masses is 
linked up w ith  a myriad of prob
lems that remain almost to ta lly  in 
soluble under capitalism. There is 
the problem of slum clearance; the 
moving of large masses out of the 
c ities ; the reallocation of indus
tries ; the establishment of so-called 
subsistence homesteads to "solve” 
the unemployment problem, etc.

What the capitalists desire is 
that the government shall somehow 
set the wheels of heavy industry 
going once more by means of a 
housing program involving Federal 
financing and subsidising society. 
Thus “ c ity demobilization”  would 
Immediately affect land values 
which would in  tu rn  affect the en
tire  taxing Structure of the state. 
There would be a profound effect 
on the transportation systems b u ilt 
around and through the big centers 
of population. The entire pro fit 
structure involved in  the present 
distribution of foodstuffs would be 
disturbed. The relations between 
town and country, between the 
farmer and city- worker, would un
dergo s trik ing  changes. Clearly the 
need fo r profits stands uncompro
m isingly in  the way of real plan
ning o f housing.

» •  •
Dousing and the Building Workers

This does not mean that the gov
ernment w ill not concoct schemes 
fo r aiding the languishing heavy 
industries through some form  of 
subsidized housing. In  its  usual 
fashion the government w ill attempt 
to  Create the illusion that its  real 
aim is to  help the unemployed 
building trades workers. As a mat
te r o f fact the whole scheme of 
starting a housing boom is being 
linked up w ith  the idea of stimu
la ting greater demand by lowering 
build ing costs in  the most radical 
manner. The one completely satis
factory method fo r accomplishing 
th is objective known to the capital
ists, is to conduct a fierce and re
lentless onslaught on the wages and 
standards of liv ing  o f the construc
tion workers.

The government is moving to take 
the lead in  this process of "defla
tion”  of costs. I f  present intim a
tions become a rea lity, then we may 
expect a direct conflict between the 
construction workers and the capi
ta lis t state. Far from  helping the 
building trades workers, the Feder
a l authorities w ill aim a blow at 
them. Already there is an effort to 
encourage the mass production of 
facto ry-bu ilt houses ready to as
semble. This would elim inate the 
need for any skilled workers who 
would become part o f the perma
nent reserve army of unemployed. 
The use o f new materials and fac
tory methods is  relied upon to  
create a new industry for capital
ist exploitation. In  this way, from 
•very aspect the government’s hous
ing program contains within it  a 
dark threat to the livelihoods of 
the construction workers.

R obins-Gras  
Free on B a il

Harold Robins and Andre Oras, 
whose conviction fo r assaulting a 
scab during the hotel strike was 
reversed last week by the Appellate 
Division of the Supreme Court, 
were released Wednesday on bail of 
$2,000 each pending the new tria l 
ordered by the appeal court.

Happy to be free and ready again j 
to take the ir places in  the labor | 
movement, Robins and Gras were 
confident that a new tr ia l would 
prove the ir innocence once fo r a ll. 
They pointed out that the attempt 
of the D istric t Attorney to appeal 
the Appellate D ivision’s decision to 
the Court of Appeals, an attempt 
which was refused by the Presiding 
Justice of the Court of Appeals on 
the grounds that the Appellate 
Division’s decision had been unani
mous, showed that the D istrict 
Attorney was afraid to take the 
case before a ju ry.

The Robins-Gras Defense Com
mittee fo r Non-Partisan Labor De
fense, w ill continue the fight for 
:he freedom of Robins and Gras 
rom the charges against them. 

Abraham Abramowitz, of the So- 
3ialist Lawyers Association, and 
Louis Glickhouse, the volunteer 
lawyers whose splendid brief re
sulted in the reversal of the orig in
al conviction w ill continue to serve 
as attorneys.

W . P. AND TRADE UNIONS

SUBSCRIBE TO NEW. M ILITANT

By ARNE SWABECK 
Secretary of Trade Union Dept, 

of the Workers Party.
N THE program of action adopted 
at the convention giving b irth  to 

the Workers Party the central point 
is its trade union activities. That 
is a job which the party intends to 
tackle in earnest in order to become 
a factor of influence in the trade 
union movement.

Thoroughly realistic, this pro
gram of action sets out objectives 
that are w ith in  reach of a live ac
tive force. Following further in 
the same fashion the in itia l steps 
are now under way to organize the 
party itse lf, its  members who be
long to trade unions, and to cement 
a firm  contact w ith the progressive 
elements who are eagerly awaiting 
a lead to chart a new course in 
accord w ith the needs o f the trade 
union movement today.

A trade union department has 
been set up. The party trade union 
fractions are being organized and 
the firs t steps taken to contact the 
live w ire progressives in the various 
localities. Inform ation w ill be ex
changed m utually between the 
branches and the center, taking up 
such questions as: How to start 
the trade union activ ities; the func
tion of the party fractions; the or
ganization of local progressive 
groups; the problem of organizing 
in unorganized shops; the burning 
issues in the trade union move
ment; the essence and meaning of

the party’s trade union policy, etc. 
These are, of course, only prelim i
nary steps to get the machinery 
into motion in order to take up the 
bigger points on the order of the 
day.

Basic Tasks
The program of action for the 

trade union work centered around 
two basic propositions. The firs t 
and foremost is the creation of a 
national progressive movement in 
the trade unions. The second pre
sented the idea of selection of a 
couple of concentration points, the 
section of the textile  industry in 
New Jersey and Eastern Pennsyl
vania and the automobile industry 
in and around Detroit, Toledo and 
Cleveland.

Insofar as the firs t proposition is 
concerned, the crying need for a 
national progressive movement does 
not have to be emphasized to m ili
tant workers. In  fact it  represents 
to them a long fe lt need; but the 
forces to actually tackle the prob
lem were not at hand. There is 
today not such a national move
ment in existence. Excellent ex
amples have been set of what pro
gressive and le ft wing policies 
mean and what can be accomplished 
when a group of determined m ili
tants begin to act in an organized 
fashion. We need mention only 
Minneapolis and Toledo. But these 
examples had so fa r mainly a local 
character.

Many other examples could be 
adduced of how not to conduct le ft

wing or progressive policies or or
ganizations. For the present, how
ever, we do not intend to enter into 
a discussion of these questions. 
They w ill be taken up in subsequent 
articles in the New M ilita n t dealing 
more directly w ith  the purposes of 
the projected national progressive 
movement in the trade unions. A t 
this moment our firs t task is to get 
the wheels in to  motion and to begin 
the firs t steps in  our activities. To 
this end we are discussing this 
question directly w ith a number of 
outstanding progressive trade un
ionists.

Concentration Points
The idea of selecting a couple of 

concentration points fo r our trade 
union work has to do w ith  our in i
tia l party stage when w ith  lim ited 
forces i t  would not be advisable to 
attempt to spread over the whole 
field at once.

But this is not the only reason. 
In the two particular concentration 
points mentioned issues of the most 
important character are accumu
lating and great struggles are in 
prospect. The issues are o f course 
not the same character in both in 
stances and to that extent the ap
proach to the problems differ. In  
the D etroit automobile area for 
example the real problem is s till 
the one of establishing a union or
ganization. But that also is a job 
fo r the m ilitant forces. And so, 
w ith  the in itia l preparations on the 
way our party w ill proceed to the 
bigger issues confronting it.

H arlan  “Law"  
S till A ctive

HARLAN, Ky. — Carl W illiams 
and two other union miners were 
attacked and beaten in the Louellen 
Hotel here by Ben Unthank, Frank 
White and George Lee, three of the 
75 gunmen on Sheriff Middleton’s 
deputy sheriff force.

“ They are reds,” the deputies 
said, explaining the attack.

Middleton, who was elected by 
the miners’ vote, has been ordered 
by Lieutenant Denhart, chief of the 
state m ilitia , to rid  his force of 
“ gunmen” Immediately after the 
election of Middleton he re-hired 
the deputies who terrorized the 
miners in  the big strike of 1930. 
The miners say they have been 
“ sold out”  again.

Gunmen are procured to “ uphold” 
the law and to prevent the miners 
from  organizing in  the United Mine 
Workers. Many of them are on the 
payrolls of the companies and the 
straigther they can shoot the more 
they are paid.

Denhart intervened in behalf of 
“ the good state of Kentucky” , 
which fears a repetition of the 1930 
“national scandal”  when the coal 
operators and the Sheriff’s office 
crushed by violence an incipient 
union movement.

JOIN THE WORKERS PARTY.

SUBSCRIBE TO NEW M ILITAN T

Munitions Makers Put the 
Screws on Roosevelt

President Overplays His Hand In Profitless-War Plan
WASHINGTON. — Last week’s 

take-the profit-out-of-war campaign 
was a lesson in capitalist politics. 
War has always been one of the 
crucial questions fo r a capitalist 
regime, for it  is in war that the 
bloody contradictions of the class 
state become most apparent. W hile 
sme 50,000 young Americans were 
killed and 150,000 wounded on a 
wage of exactly one dollar a day 
during the last war, 181 capitalists 
back home, who risked nothing, not 
even the ir fortunes reported1 in 
comes of one m illion a year or over.

New Deal and War
There can be little  doubt that 

Roosevelt recognizes the ultim ate 
necessity of war if  the capitalist 
regime in  th is country is to contin
ue. One need only remark that 
while the government handed out 
one b illion  in re lief under the New 
Deal, i t  spent two b illion , exactly 
twice as much, on armaments.

The Nye committee on armaments 
has barely scratched the surface. 
I f  the investigators care to follow  
every lead, no matter how indirect
ly  connected w ith  munitions, they 
would finish by ind icting the whole 
capita list state as a monstrous de
vice fo r oppression, g ra ft, and mur
der. As i t  is the committee has 
blundered on to some rather s ta rt
ling  revelations of the conduct o f 
our super-patriot, m illionaire, “ dol
la r a year”  men during the last war.

On Wednesday the committee was 
b lithely prepared' to show that not 
only the Dupont Co. but our War 
and Navy departments, and by in 
ference the whole government as 
well as every financier in  the coun
try  were involved in  the exhorbi- 
tant profits from  the sale of war 
supplies to the government, and in 
the sale, a t a tremendous profit, of 
munitions of enemies or potential 
enemies o f the United States.

Roosevelt on the Spot
There can be no doubt that 

President Roosevelt was put under 
pressure by ju s t those financial in 
terests tha t found the Nye commit
tee so dangerous. The President 
responded nobly. He responded too 
nobly, he overplayed his hand, and 
fo r twenty four hours i t  looked as 
i f  he had actually la id  bare the 
real capita list nature of “ our de
mocracy” . However, he was forced 
to retract his orig inal uncompro
mising stand, and the fortunate in 
tervention of a hare-brained th irty  
year, two hundred' b illion  dollar 
recovery scheme distracted public 
attention.

A  brie f glance a t the President’s 
end-profit-in-war pronouncement re
veals its  source and its  intent.

The New York Sun said, “ In  an
nouncing the afternoon conference 
on war profit laws, President Roos
evelt declared that he hoped war 
would never come again, and that 
he was taking up the question now 
because there was at th is time no 
war cloud on the horizon.”

No W ar Clouds?
Leaving aside the asinine piety 

of hoping war out of existence 
where did Mr. Roosevelt get the 
idea that there was no war cloud 
on the horizon? The President 
knows that war w ith  Japan over 
the Chinese market is  always im 
m inent; that w ar w ith  Great B rit
ain over the colonial market, espe
c ia lly  in  South America, is ever 
possible; that the war between 
Germany and France, now brewing, 
would involve the United States 
very rap id ly : to  mention a few war 
clouds. As for actual war»—the 
Chaco dispute is, as the State De
partment knows, a war sot between 
Bolivia and Padhguay, but a war

between the Standard O il Co. and 
the B ritish  Shell O il Co. The Ita l
ians are involved in a semi-war 
over Abysinnia, which may attract 
other nations interested in African 
colonies. And so on throughout the 
world .

The President’s statement that he 
acted now because there was no 
war cloud is pure nonsense. He 
acted because large munition, steel 
and financial interests were fearful 
of the Nye investigation, and be
cause these interests practically or
dered1 him to act.

The End-Profit Boys
This can be seen from the char

acter of the board appointed by 
“ our”  President to “ take the profit 
out of war” Barney Baruch, old 
line democratic politician, many 
times a m illionaire, and a member 
o f the war board which connived 
the exploitation of the last war, 
General Hugh Johnson, now notori
ous fo r his anti-labor activities, 
also a member of the late war 
board. And General Douglas Mc
A rthur, a pd'ofessional army man, 
mentioned by General Butler as a 
candidate fo r leader of a Fascist 
arm y!

President Roosevelt’s further 
statements on taking p ro fit out of 
war are even more revealing. To 
quote the Sun again:

“ Likewise he asserted, there was 
an unequal m obilization o f human 
beings resulting in  the present dis
pute over the bonus. He called at
tention to the fact that the boys 
who fought in  the trenches got a 
dollar a day, while the boys who 
worked in  munitions factories re
ceived eight and ten dollars a day. 
Thus, he said, the demand fo r the 
bonus arose.”

F irs t le t us dispose o f the bonus. 
The President brought i t  up in hope 
o f making the end-profit-in-war 
campaign a sop to the American 
Legion, a sop to cover up non-pay
ment o f the bonus.

Equally How Wages
On the matter of equal mobiliza

tion—Is there anyone who supposes 
the President advocated $10 a day 
wages fo r soldiers? What the 
President advocates is equally low 
wages fo r a ll working people, whe
ther employed in  bloody slaughter, 
or in  the manufacturing of the in 
struments of bloody slaughter.

There are a m ultitude of reasons

that make this the only possible 
interpretation. F irs t: The Presi
dent, who is supposed to be taking 
profit out of war, concerns him
self, not w ith  corporations, but 
ominously w ith  the mobilization of 
human beings. Second: The anti
labor, m ilita ris tic , capitalist nature 
of the board, makes its  intent plain. 
T h ird : The overwhelming evidence 
of history and circumstance points 
toward the conclusion that equal 
mobilization means equally low 
wages for workers, and equally 
higher profits for capitalists.

The Lever Act
During the last war the Lever 

Act, as the New York Post pointed 
out, was intended, so fa r as the 
public was concerned, to take the 
profits out of war. The Lever Act 
was never employed against a sin
gle one o f those 181 who made over 
a m illion  a year during the war. 
Although the Secretary of War 
once called the Duponts “ outlaws” 
he later signed contracts w ith 
them. The Lever Act was supposed, 
jus t as the President’s end-profit- 
in-w ar laws are supposed to  be em
ployed against excessive corpora
tion and individual profit.

Such laws, such attempts at what 
purports to be reform, always 
greeted clamorously by liberals and' 
righ t wing Socialists, react inevit
ably to the greater advantage of 
capital.

Against Labor
The Lever A ct was employed, 

jus t as the present proposed laws 
w ill be employed, against labor. 
S triking unions were held fo r “ con
spiring to  make unfa ir pro fit” . 
Many strikes were broken, even as 
late as 1920, two years a fte r the 
war, the strike o f the Pennsylvania 
anthracite miners was broken on 
jus t these grounds. Thus while 
181 m ilion dollar a year incomes 
went scot-free, trade unionists who 
tried to raise the ir wages a dollar 
or two, or cut the ir hours from ten 
to  eight were accused of “ conspir
ing to make unfa ir profits” .

The President made his intention 
even more plain in  completely neg
lecting the Nye committee. E vi
dently he could not afford to have 
any blunderers associated w ith  the 
delicate problem of making capi
ta lis t war palatable to the people.

The President overplayed his 
hand on the whole end-profit-in-war 
business. He made i t  quite plain 
tha t the government must and can 
only represent the capita list class, 
and that New Deals, labor promises, 
welfare governments, a ll sorts of 
so-called reforms are not only pre
destined failures, but worse, come 
to serve more and more directly 
just those interests they pretend 
to regulate.

Negro Workers in the Early 
American Labor Movement
Fight for Social and Economic Equality Since 1869

(Ed. Note.—This is the firs t of 
a series of articles by comrade 
W illiamson on the history and 
problems of Negro labor in  the 
United States.)

* • •
By SIMON WILLIAMSON

Negro labor in  America showed 
the tendency to unite w ith  white 
labor as early as 1869. I t  was then 
that four delegates, representing the 
interest of the black proletariat, 
appeared before the national con
vention of the National Labor Un
ion. This organization averred it 
self as a purely industria l union, 
having fo r its  only objective the 
securing for the producer his fu ll 
share of a ll that he produced. How
ever, a fter the firs t convention of 
the new labor organization no 
Negro delegates seemed to have ap
peared at any of its  succeeding 
representative affairs. There seems 
to have existed a difference of opin
ion among the various strata of the 
organization on the Negro’s posi
tion as an industria l worker.

This change of attitude toward 
the black proletariat was, no doubt, 
due to the peculiar psychology that 
the new industria l bourgeoisie was 
using upon the white worker fo r 
the purpose o f weakening its  class 
understanding and rending i t  im 
potent in  the face of a ll attacks.

Just emerging from slavery, the 
black worker, especially in the 
south, found' himself master o f the 
crafts of his era. This made him 
a fierce competitor o f the white 
proletariat who was less skilled in  
workmanship. The Negro was not, 
however, conscious of his true posi
tion as a workman. H is only in 
terest was to find the necessities of 
life  a t whatever wage was avail
able. Low wages to white artisans 
were lucrative salaries to Negro 
artisans ju s t emerging from chattel 
slavery. Thus one could easily be 
played against the other.

Sowing Seed of Hatred
The slave masters were respons

ible fo r the uneven development o f 
the two workmen, and sowed the 
seeds of hatred and m istrust which 
is responsible fo r their disassocla- 
tion u n til th is day.

In  the cities of the south, where 
skilled labor was needed, the bour
geoisie, the former slave masters, 
employed black labor because of 
its  sk ill and cheapness. Thus white 
labor came to regard black labor

Foundation Fund Campaign
Fusion between the former Am

erican Workers Party and the Com
munist League of America, is con- 
sumated. The Workers Party o f 
the U. S. is launched. The mem
bership of the two organizations is 
now functioning in  united branches 
and the enthusiasm engendered at 
the mass meeting which launched 
the party, is taking concrete form.

The eleven points outlined in the 
Program of Action, printed in the 
firs t issue of the New M ilita n t are 
taking on life .

Reports from the country show 
that new applications fo r member
ship are beihg received everywhere. 
The organization o f the two coast 
to  coast tours is under way w ith  
a short three week Cannon-Muste 
tour as a forerunner to begin Jan
uary 13. The Party’s national ed
ucational committee is functioning 
and its  program w ill soon be avail
able fo r the branches. Two of the 
Party's concentration districts 
have been started. A pamphlet, 
embodying the Declaration bf 
Principles and the Constitution of

the Party is on the press. The na
tional Trade Union Committee is 
gathering its  forces and the sixty- 
day Party Foundation Fund Cam
paign is swinging into action.

This covers six points in the Pro
gram of Action. There s till remain 
five points to be acted upon.

To accomplish the Program in 
fu ll we must bend a ll our forces 
and energies toward the raising of 
the $5,000 w ith in  sixty days. A 
beginning has been made in  that 
direction.

The New York D is tric t is collect
ing the Foundation Fund tax from 
its  membership. More than $400 
has been pledged and about $109 
has been paid in  cash as reported 
below.

Local Philadelphia has also taken 
action w ith  about $75 pledged. 
Other branches have not yet re
ported.

Antoinette Konikow o f Boston 
sent a check fo r $25 toward this 
fund.

A close New York sympathizer 
writes that the news of the fusion 
and the launching of the new party 
th rilled  her to such an extent that 
she stands ready to contribute to 
the Party Foundation Fund $200 
fo r every equal amount we raise 
from  others, up .to a to ta l o f $1,000.

We ca ll upon a ll friends and sym
pathizers to rush the ir contribu
tions so we can make up the firs t 
$200 as fast as possible.

RUSH FUNDS!
PARTY FOUNDATION CERTI

FICATES w ill be issued for every 
donation over $1. I f  you can’t make 
a contribution, send for a collec
tion list and a certificate w ill be is
sued to you Hot the amount collect
ed.

DON’T  DELAY! ACT TODAY.

I as a foe rather than friend, that 
sought to take its  means of liv e li
hood. Whereas the black worker 
who experienced the arrogance of 
the white, developed a feeling of 
m istrust instead of comradeship.

Knights of Labor 
The National Labor Union finally 

gave way to the Knights of Labor, 
an organization of a ll races and 
(Creeds, t% t sought to serve the 
needs of a ll who toiled. Thousands 
of Negro proletarians entered the 
struggles lead by the early knights 
of the American labor movement in 
various parts of the country. I t  
may be somewhat astonishing to 
many of us to know that W illiam  
Sylvis, president and one o f the 
founders of the National Labor Un
ion, as early 'as 1868 made the as
sertion a fte r a tr ip  through the 
southern states, th a t:

“Careful management, and a 
vigorous campaign w ill unite the 
whole laboring population of the 
south, white and black, upon our 
platform. The people down here 
w ill unit» on the money question, 
because everybody is poor.”

The Years 1881-86 
Sylvis was partly right, but his 

dream is yet to be realized. He 
visualized1 an age not his own. How
ever, thousands of Negro and white 
workers lined up behind the 
Knights o f Labor between the years 
1881 and 1886. During these peril
ous years of crisis that followed 
the C iv il war the m ilitancy of the 
black proletariat reached superb 
heights. Their demands were for 
equal citizenship and, logically, a 
higher standard o f living. Their 
demands were as piercing and ef
fective in  the struggles of organ
ized labor o f that time as any de
mands formulated by any section 
of the labor movement in  America.

Development of Industry 
The technical development of the 

United States’ industry, the short
sightedness of the white proletari
a t, the m istrust of the Negro work
er, and the betrayal of the Negro 
middle class are responsible for the 
many setbacks of the black prole
ta ria t in  the United States.

The new industria l system 
brought w ith  i t  new crafts and de
vices that required time and money 
to master. The Negro worker was 
possessed1 of neither. H is precari
ous lo t forced him to succumb in 
face of disaster and to return to 
the plantation of his former slave 
master. In  fact but few had left 
the plantation. Here they were 
forced to lead the miserable life  of 
tenant farmers and share croppers.

White Labor Monopoly 
White labor fina lly organized it 

self into the c ra ft unions of the 
American Federation of, should we 
say white, labor. These newly or 
ganized cra ft unions in  many cases 
barred Negro labor, to insure white 
craftsmen of steady employment. 
They sought to do fo r their crafts 
what the capitalists sought to do 
fo r the ir wealth. They sought to 
gain a monopoly on the ir crafts. 
Where Negro artisans were admit
ted, they were* placed in  separate 
locals and given a lower wage.

Middle Class Negroes 
The Negro middle class, which we 

shall discuss later on in detail, al
ways despised white labor. I t  had 
made a bid for power. It  can only 
exist on the antagonism of labor 
which has resulted in separation. 
They get their chance in such a 
state of affairs to become the small 
leeches on the backs of black labor. 
They become mistrustful, and afraid 
for their position, whenever white

W O R L D  
IN R E V IE W

FASCIST STATE IN  PORTUGAL
The dictatorship of President 

Carmona has ridden rough-shod 
over the rights of the workers and 
peasants of that country fo r the 
last nine years. Labor organiza
tions have been suppressed, their 
publications suspended and work
ers’ leaders imprisoned. As a cul
m ination of the process that has 
been definitely developing fo r some 
time, the ru ling  clique has now de
cided to convert Portugal into a 
corporative state modelled after 
Mussolini’s Ita ly . Thè change is 
to take place “peacefully” through 
elections in  which only one slate 
of candidates appears on the ballot. 
In  view of the weakness of the Por
tugese labor movement, and the 
complete lack of a revolutionary 
party, it  appears that Carmona w ill 
encounter no serious opposition to 
his schemes at the present time.

•  •  *
CHACO WAR TOLL HEAVY

As the Paraguayan army prepares 
to drive the Bolivian troops from 
their last strongholds in the Gran 
Chaco, the government of that coun
try  has rejected the proposals fo r 
settlement offered by the League 
of Nations. Flushed w ith victory, 
the Paraguayans are now unw illing 
to term inate the two and a half 
years of open warfare, excepting on 
their own terms.

This conflict, having its  origins 
in  a. te rrito ria l dispute involving 
American and B ritish  o il interests, 
has already cost the lives of 80,000 
men, s ixty per cent of which were 
Bolivians. Between 350,000 nnd 
400,000 men were mobilized during 
the course of the struggle.

*  *  *

POWER BALANCE IN  EUROPE
The follow ing significant item, 

reporting from Paris that French 
policy is turning in the direction of 
reaching an agreement w ith Ger
many, is taken from the B ritish  
New Leader, organ of the Indepen
dent Labor P arty:

“ In  well-informed circles here it  
is believed that French policy has 
turned in  the direction of reaching 
an agreement w ith Germany. Offi
c ia l circles are now reconciled to 
the Saar Plebiscite resulting in  a 
return of the te rrito ry to Germany, 
and i t  is recognized that nothing 
effective can be done to prevent 
Germany re-arming.

“ This tu rn  in  policy is like ly  to 
affect French-Soviet relations. The 
critics of Soviet foreign policy have 
always taken the view that the 
French capitalist government would1 
be an unreliable a lly  of Soviet 
Russia. I f  an agreement w ith  Ger
many can be reached, the French 
government w ill not hesitate to 
throw over Russia.

“Austria is also changing its  a tti
tude towards Germany. The gov
ernment has issued instructions to 
the Press (1) not to p rin t anything 
in  fu ture  regarding German re-arm
ament, and (2) to treat the Saar 
problem ‘in  a manner favorable to 
Germany’.”

* •  •
TREND IN  FRANCE DOWNWARD

The general economic situation 
continues to go from bad to worse, 
according to a news dispatch from 
Paris in  the Sunday, Dec. 15 issue 
of the New York Times. "Unem
ployment statistics ju s t issued,”  
says the dispatch, covering the 
ending last Saturday, “ show a rise 
of 9,658 over the previous week and 
115,223 over the corresponding 
week in  1933.”

“The to ta l was 384,841. These 
are registered1 as wholly unem
ployed, and i t  is generally agreed 
that the actual to ta l is about four 
times the official figure. Competent 
observers expect unemployment to 
reach the 500,000 mark by the end 
of February.

“ The Industria l production index 
is pursuing a steady downward 
trend, which indicates contraction 
of trade. Bankruptcies have reached 
an all-tim e record. The stock mar
ket index is down, although bonds 
have risen slightly. Railway earn
ings and car loadings declined.”

SECRET WAR PLANS
WASHINGTON.—Despite reports 

that the War Department w ill not 
permit the Senate committee inves
tigating tlie munitions industry to 
bare to the country the secret ar
rangements between the government 
and big business for the mobiliza
tion o f V 00  peace-time and muni
tions factories fo r the production 
of gases, guns and exploisives in 
the next war, Senator Gerald P. 
Nye, North Dakota liberal, chair
man of the committee, said that the 
“ plans” would be gone into. Nye 
w ill ask an appropriation, o f $50,- 
000 from Congress to continue the 
committee’s work.

He said the committee would keep 
secret the allocation o f wartime 
procurements among plants and the 
details of arrangements between 
the government and industry in  re>- 
gard to kinds and quantities o f war 
materials to  be produced.

labor seeks unity with black. That 
was true then as now. To make 
secure its position it  exonerated 
white bourgeois philanthrophy and 
renounced all efforts of solidarity 
of white, and black labor. They 
preferred and still prefer seeing 
black labor remain subservient M  
the opulent whites.



Alarm  Signals in the Soviet U nion
(Continued from Pago 1)

Communist International, a t the head of a delegation 
from  -the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, to 
ask approval of th is commutation. He explained: 
We must show that we do not disregard the wishes 
o f the social democratic workers of Europe who have 
asked us to show leniency. We must convince them 
that we do not follow  a policy of revenge. And, 
moreover, we must show the world that we are strong 
and can afford to moderate our penalties against 
those who are completely defeated.

I f  the Soviet Government could act so openly and 
yet so firm ly, could display such strength and, at the 
same time, such moderation in  1022, how is the pres
ent procedure—the secrecy, the hysteria and the sup
pression of a ll real information—to be explained?

How does i t  happen that secret tria ls  and secret 
executions are necessary in  the 18th year of the rev
olution? The capitalist opposition was smashed to 
bits in  the c iv il war, and the interventionist armies 
were routed in battle while Lenin was yet at the 
helm, while Trotsky led the Red Army and Zinoviev 
was chairman of the Comintern and the Petrograd 
Soviet The great advances of Soviet economy in the 
past ten years, unparalleled in the history of the 
world, cut the ground from beneath the feet o f capi
ta lis t restorationist elements and completely shattered 
the ir morale. How does it  happen that they can 
now suddenly rise up again and begin an aggressive 
campaign o f terror?

I f  i t  is maintained that precisely the growing 
strength and invincible position of the Soviet Union 
have inspired some foreign capitalist State or States 
to  a desperate attack—if  that is so, then i t  is neces
sary to mobilize the working class of the world 
against the foreign capitalist enemy, especially the 
workers in the country or countries involved. And 
fo r that, not secrecy and ambiguity are needed but 
the plain tru th  pla inly told. The im perialists and 
the ir diplomats work very well in the dark; fo r them 
whispers and hints suffice. Not so the to iling  masses; 
they move in the broad daylight; they need to see 
and to know where they are going. I f  some capital
is t power is attacking or preparing to attack the 
Soviet Union at the present time it  is necessary to 
le t the workers know the name of the enemy. I t  is 
necessary to drag the conspirators out into the open 
and put their agents on tr ia l before the eyes of the 
world in  order to inform  and mobilize the workers 
fo r the defense of the Soviet Union.

This, however, is not the course being followed by 
Stalin, the Soviet bureaucracy, the Communist In ter
national. The D aily Worker illustrates the method 
which is being followed—the method of sowing con
fusion and demoralization in  the working class by 
h in ting one day about unnamed capitalist powers and 
the next day about party-po litica l opponents of the 
Soviet bureaucracy and the C. I., who, as every one 
knows, have nothing to do w ith  capitalist govern
ments. Instead of reporting facts and citing proofs 
and appealing fo r a common working class fron t for 
the defense of the Soviet Union, as would be done by 
serious people i f  there were a real danger and a 
serious desire to meet it, the Daily Worker occupies 
itse lf w ith  bizarre descriptions o f the “ united front 
o f counter-revolution stretching a ll the way from the 
Japanese imperialists to the German fascist butchers 
and on down to the Russian white guards, the Trot- 
skyites w ith  their unholy alliance of J. P. Cannon 
and A. J. Muste” , and so on and so forth. (Dec. 19.)

The workers of the United States have seen the 
D aily Worker and the so-called Communist Party 
pursue this tactic of throwing mud at any and every 
one who ventures to criticize  the ir insane policies. 
The workers of the U. S. see through this tactic. I t  
is discredited. Nobody, not even the C. P. members 
w ill believe this latest slander. Only insane desper
ation could lead to the resort to it  now. The inevit
able effect is to deepen the distrust o f the present 
bureaucracy of the C. I. and the Soviet Union.

We do not know the facts surrounding the assas
sination of K irov. They are concealed from us as 
they are concealed from  the whole international 
working class. We do not know whether he was 
killed by a white guard or by a worker whose anta
gonism to the bureaucracy led him to the anarchistic

act of individual terror. There is  plenty o f ground 
fo r the la tte r ' assumption, since the individual re
sponsible is reported as a form er member of the 
party. I f  tha t is really the case, and i f  sim ilar a t
tempts have been made or planned by others, the 
international working class is entitled to  know a ll 
the facts and is also entitled to an explanation of 
why such incidents, which never occurred in  Lenin’s 
time, occur now in  the 18th year o f the revolution. 
Such a movement, taking the extreme form  of ind i
vidual terrorism , could only arise from profound 
social causes and would need the inspiration of an 
anarchistic or social-revolutionary philosophy. I f  
such a movement, animated by such a philosophy, 
really exists today in  the Soviet Union i t  is a fearfu l 
indictment of the Soviet bureaucracy.

In  any event, whether the te rro ristic acts were 
committed by capitalist agents or by demoralized and 
disoriented workers, the attempt to attribute the re
sponsibility fo r them to party-political opponents of 
Stalin is a fraud on its  face, and every revolutionary 
worker knows it. Every one in  the least fam ilia r 
w ith  the history and literature  o f the M arxist move
ment knows that the M arxists always based them
selves on the mass movement of the workers and 
opposed individual terrorism  as a politica l weapon 
on the ground that i t  operates against the organiza
tion of the mass movement and becomes a substitute 
fo r it. Marx and Engels opposed individual terror
ism. Lenin, follow ing them, did likewise in  a ll the 
years o f his revolutionary activ ity. So did Trotsky 
and Zinoviev and every one of the leaders o f the 
Russian revolution. The Communists in  every coun
try  have had to explain th is to reactionaries who 
accused them of te rro ristic actions. Is i t  necessary 
now to explain i t  to the Stalinists?

Evidently they do not dare to make the direct ac
cusation that Zinoviev, the former chairman of the 
Comintern and the co-worker of Lenin, had anything 
to do w ith a te rro ristic group. But they have begun 
to whisper and insinuate i t  in  order, a t the next 
stage, to make a bolder and more direct accusation 
and then to “connect”  Trotsky and his adherents 
and everyone else who raises a c ritica l voice.

In  the lig h t o f what has taken place in recent 
times, in the ligh t, especially, o f the turns in Soviet 
foreign policy—the recognition agreement w ith  the 
United States, the entry into the League of Nations 
which Lenin called the “ thieves kitchen of Geneva” , 
the pacts w ith  capita list governments to defend the 
boundaries established by the Versailles Treaty—in 
the ligh t of a ll this, the enlightened workers of a ll 
countries have the duty to probe deeply into the 
present situation in the Soviet Union and ask what 
is behind the official propaganda. Does Stalin con
template a s till fu rther turn to the righ t in foreign 
policy and, fearing the rise of a new proletarian op
position, does he seek to silence i t  by a preventive 
terror? Is the ta lk  about a capitalist attack a pre
text to alarm the masses and enabffi Stalin to take 
bloody revenge on honest opponents in the revolu
tionary camp? Is the revolutionary opposition to the 
regime of Stalin growing inside the country as it  is 
growing outside on the international arena?

We contend that the present methods of the Stalin 
leadership, which bears the responsibility fo r a chain 
of working class defeats throughout the world, is 
aiming a mortal blow at the Russian revolution i t 
self. The Stalin group would lead the Soviet Union, 
as it  led the German working class, blindfolded to 
catastrophe. The international working class is 
the one power in the world that can prevent this 
catastrophe. I t  must do so in its own interest, as 
well as in the interest of the Russian revolution, fo r 
the fate o f one is bound up w ith the other.

The defense of the Soviet Union, its real defense by 
revolutionary workers, not. the empty pretences of 
careerists, not the counterfeit defense of those who( 
cover up and ju s tify  every crime of the bureaucracy 
and slander honest opponents for hire—the real de
fense of the Soviet Union requires a merciless c r iti
cism of the methods of the Stalin bureaucracy in the 
present situation, a demand for complete information 
produced at open tria ls  and a m ighty proletarian 
protest against the attempt to link  the proletarian 
opponents of the Stalin regime w ith the agents of 
capitalist counter-revolution.

Today again, as in  the firs t years o f its  existence 
when tile  im perialist bandits of the whole world 
surrounded it  w ith  a ring o f steel, the fate of the 
Russian Revolution depends directly on the interna
tional working class. The task today is more com
plicated, but the respohsibility is no less direct. The 
Soviet Union is the greatest conquest that has been 
gained by the working class in a ll its  history. I t  
embodies the inspiration, the hope and the example 
that w ill lead the workers to victory and emancipa
tion throughout the world. The international work
ing class must come to the aid of the Soviet Union 
now against the m ortal dangers which menace it  
from w ith in  as, from  the first, they have defended 
it  against the external enemy.

The defense of the Soviet State requires now more 
than ever a merciless criticism  and exposure o f the 
usurping bureaucracy. I t  requires the building of a 
revolutionary proletarian force in the capita list coun
tries strong enough to put pressure on the bureau
cracy and to give real aid to the working class o f the 
Soviet Union. Above a ll, i t  requires a force that can 
challenge capitalism in its  seats of power and over
throw it.

That means fo r us—
Build the Workers Party o f the United States!
Build the New, Fourth International!

Joseph Zack Joins Workers Party

Printers' O . K. Aids 
Striking Reporters

(Continued from Page 1)
operation between the editoria l and 
the composing and press rooms. Un
fortunately, the printing group has 
not yet taken a firm  stand. P ri
vately the leaders are fo r the 
strike. But to come out publicly 
would put the ir membership on the 
spot when the ir contract expired. 
So they have hedged.

Newark Typographical Union 103, 
fo r example, a fte r directing the 
president to appoint a committee to 
draw up a resolution endorsing the 
strike, but “ in  no way to interfere 
w ith  our contractual relations w ith 
the Ledger” , never received a re
port from the committee, fin a lly , 
a fter the A llied Council had. passed 
its  resolution o f endorsement, the 
committee voted to  ask the execu
tive  committee whether a separate 
resolution fo r the typographical 
local was s till wanted. They are 
s till afraid o f offending the pub- 
isher.

No Arbitration
The Newark Newspaper Guild, on 

the other hand, has drawn a clear 
“ no arbitration”  policy and has 
made history by fighting a white 
co lla r strike on trade union lines. 
W ith in  four hours a fter the strike 
was called, a t 4 in  the morning, 42 
o f the staff Of 53 had walked out. 
The strike was an answer to  Pub

lisher Russell, who, when the guild 
repeatedly requested him to meet 
representatives to consider estab
lishing contractual relations, fired 
eight guild members.

Scab-Law or No Law
The strike was well organized at 

once. A sound truck fo r the dura
tion of the strike was donated by 
Motion Picture Operators’ Union 
306 of New York. The men on the 
truck were instructed not to use 
the word "scabs" which is consid
ered libelous in New Jersey, and 
not to ask people not to buy the 
Ledger. That was boycott and 
against the law. Today, w ith a new 
law making its  operation illegal, 
the truck rides past the Ledger of
fice, blaring the word “ scabs” .

The changing attitude of the 
strikers is illustrated by the story 
of one g irl reporter. A month ago, 
when the strike was new, she vol
unteered to broadcast from a radio 
station. “ I ’d rather do anything 
than picket,”  she said.

The other day a mass picket 
squad came into the headquarters. 
As the others piled the ir picket 
signs on the table, one g ir l le ft 
hers on. “ I  th ink I ’l l  go out fo r 
another hour or so in  a few m in
utes,”  she said. “ I  th ink the scab 
who is working my job w ill be 
coming out.”

I t  was the same g irl who had not 
wanted to  picket. Thus do workers 
—even white co llar workers—learn 
how the bosses trea t th e ir loyal 
workers when they begin fighting 
fo r themselves and their rights.

Hits C. P. Sabotage 
In Trial of Cal. Militants

(Continued from Page 1)
The resolution of the Berkeley 

membership meeting does not mince 
words in its  condemnation of this 
whole procedure. I t  says, “ the con
duct o f the D is tric t Office in con
junction w ith  that of the Interna
tional Labor Defense in  this, case 
is one o f sabotage” . Publicity is 
described as “miserable”  and the 
lack o f a united fron t “ crim inal” 

Protest is made at the fa ilu re  to 
raise bail fo r the po litica lly  impor
tant comrades, especially Decker, 
and the demand is made that it  be 
furnished a t once in  order that she 
may be used fo r propaganda pur
poses in the raising o f bail for the 
others.

The demands presented in the 
membership resolution included: 
The form ation o f a united fron t de
fense movement to include a ll work
ing class po litica l parties and the 
trade unions on the basis o f a fight 
fo r elementary working class rig h ts ; 
non-sectarian methods; a united 
campaign o f mass meetings and 
demonstrations; real publicity fo r 
the case; a real campaign to raise 
funds on a broad basis fo r bail and 
tr ia l and appeal expenses.

(Ed. Note..—Next week we hope 
to have a  comprehensive news re
port about the extremely Impor
tant Sacramento case.)

(Continued from Page 1)
in  the C.I. and the C.P.U.S.A. arose 
in  my mind as a m ajor issue of 
even greater importance than the 
trade union question itself.

I  thought: “ I f  I, a party member 
of 15 years standing, can be de
prived of my rights So easily, what 
chance has an ordinary party mem
ber to express his opinions on any 
basic question?”

1 soon enough realized that in 
order to understand what had hap
pened to the C.P. 1 had to  unravel 
a whole chain of events and prob
lems upon which thought in  the 
party is forbidden. I  found out 
that the abolition o f inner demo
cracy in  the party and the Commu
nist International had its  origin 
w ith the expulsion of 14 members 
(co-workers of Lenin) from  the 
Central Committee of the Russian 
Party, led by Trotsky, and suppres
sion o f the ir platform  four weeks 
before the party convention in  1927. 
Following this event the same re
gime was established gradually in 
a ll parties o f the Comintern.

Digging fu rther I  found out that 
the Stalin regime had revised the 
policy of Lenin on the colonial 
question and the independence of 
the proletarian party, a ffilia ting  the 
C.P. of China in 1924-27 to the 
Kuomintang (bourgeois party led 
by Ohiang K ai Chek), thus becom
ing a partner to the betrayal of the 
Chinese revolution. A t about the 
same time the C.P.U.S.A. was pur
suing the policy of organizing the 
Farmer-Labor party and flirtin g  
w ith  La Follette in the United 
States. A ll of this constituted a 
denial of the independent role and 
leadership of the proletariat and its 
party in the struggle of the masses 
in and outside of the colonies. The 
same thing was done in  England 
through the alliance w ith  the trade 
union bureaucrats that betrayed the 
B ritish general strike in the top 
united fron t known as the Anglo- 
Itussian Committee.

I had to realize that the theory 
of “ social fascism”  which then fo l
lowed as the next “general line”  
and which represented the “ le ft”  
zig-zag away from Leninism, w ith 
its exclusive policy of “ united fron t 
from  below” , brought in its  tra in  
the then “new”  trade union policy 
of “ Red unions”  and our isolation 
from the masses, working into the 
hands of the labor-fakers and so
cial democracy, a line o f policy 
which led to the defeat o f the work
ing class everywhere and capitula
tion to H itlerism  in  Germany. The 
same pseudo-left line isolated the 
peasantry from the working class 
in China, resulting in  an isolated 
peasant war and so-called soviets 
w ithout the working class.

In  each case the C. I. declared 
that its  line has been proven correct 
by events, that the treacheries of 
social democracy are to blame fo r 
the defeats in spite o f the correct 
line of the C. I. In  Bulgaria, how
ever, tlie  C. P. had a m ajority of 
the working class and a decisive 
follow ing among the peasantry. S till 
the bourgeoisie defeated the work
ing class w ith the greatest of ease. 
The C. I. has never explained yet 
how the social democracy was able 
to keep a dominating hold over the 
masses if  the policy o f the C. I. 
was correct. They simply assume 
that the masses were incapable of 
responding to a correct policy. In  
each case C. I. representatives were 
on the ground and the policy was 
shaped by them personally and by 
directives from Moscow; hence, the 
failures and defeats cannot logical
ly  be blamed on the “ inexpertness” 
of the local leaders.

I then had to look fo r the root 
o f the problem, so to say, fo r i t  
cannot be possible that a ll th is 
tra in  of major defeats of the work
ing class since Lenin died, inside- 
and outside of the U. S., can be as
cribed to eVerybody else, w ith  the 
O. P. being always correct. I  found 
that at the bottom o f i t  a ll is the 
nationalist theory of Stalin of “ So
cialism in One Country”—a com
plete departure from the proletarian 
internationalism  of Lenin. This 
theory lies a t the root not only o f 
the disastrous policies of the C. I., 
led by Stalin, but also the present 
unproletarian foreign policy o f the 
Soviet government. The work of 
a ll the parties o f the C. I. is thus 
subordinated to the exclusive aim 
of “ building socialism in  one coun
try ” , a policy which is not only 
non-Marxian but cannot be a base 
fo r the attraction o f the interna
tional proletariat and the realiza
tion of its  revolution. Such a pol
icy is bound to lead to the weaken
ing of the Soviet power itse lf, a 
distortion of its  course and its  dis- 
association from the international 
revolution and hence to the weak
ening and defeat of the entire work
ing class in  and outside the Soviet 
Union.

The latest zig-zag of the C. I. 
under Stalin is now to the righ t 
again, showing strong signs o f de
generation into menshevism and 
social patriotism  in  the face o f the 
imminent war danger. A t a time 
when the social democratic leaders 
are about to repeat the ir patriot- 
eering role o f 1914 the C. I. signs 
non-aggression pacts w ith  them 
(united fron t from  the top again) 
which include (France) Clauses not 
to criticize  the S. P. leaders even 
inside o f the C. P. meetings. This 
in a country whose government is in 
alliance w ith  the Soviet govern
ment and where the S. P. bureau
cracy is preparing to  play a p a tri

otic role in  ease of war. The same

“ non-aggression”  pact”  was offered 
to the Second International as a 
whole.

On the trade union question, in  
order to do away w ith  this “ ir r i
tant”  to the united fron t w ith  
social democracy and the labor bu
reaucrats, particu la rly in  countries 
of prospective war alliance, the new 
unions, regardless of their mass 
basis or the w ill of the membership 
are being driven and manipulated 
back into the reform ist Federations 
on any terms. The ruinous policy 
of “ red unions”  is thus giving way 
to a fetishism  of the A. F. o f L. 
and a policy of capitulation covered 
w ith  le ft phrases to the labor fak
ers.

Thinking over these questions I 
found that, a ll and severally, they 
were the problems raised by the 
Russian opposition led by Trotsky; 
that these were the reasons that 
this opposition, the true followers 
o f Lenin, were expelled from  the 
Russian party and from  Stalin’s 
Comintern.

I  found tha t in  order to isolate 
the Communist workers from the 
“ contaminating”  influence of T ro t
sky’s Leninist position, the discus
sion of these m ajor problems is 
forbidden. Inner democracy is 
throttled in a ll the parties. These 
sterling revolutionists, who more 
than anyone else are working 
against the stream, are branded as 
“ counter-revolutionists” , and pre
tense is made that the ir criticism  
of Stalin’s bureaucratic regime is 
slander and opposition to the Soviet 
power.

Stalin and his bureaucratic clique 
o f ursurpers rose to power on the 
decline of the revolutionary wave 
and the tiredness of the Soviet 
masses after war, c iv il war and in 
tervention. They suppressed Len
in ’s testament in which Lenin, in 
his last words to the party before
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lo t o f m ild insanity, induced by 
hardship and old age.

As I  walked down the street one 
man accosted me.

Waiting
“ I ’ve been waiting fo r you,”  he 

said, “ I ’ve been waiting right here 
ever since Monday.”

I  told him he was mistaken.
“ Don’t  te ll me, I  know your 

tricks. D idn’t  you promise me 
you’d be coming down?”

I  pointed out that we had never 
met.

“ No,”  he mumbled, “ We never 
m et; but ju s t the same you can’t  
fool .me, you said you were going 
to meet me here.”

Further on I  leaned up against 
the w all opposite the d irty  grey 
lodging house. A  continuous line 
on crutches issued from  the door 
market! MEN. I guessed that those 
w ho' were crippled were fed in
side, instead of at the wharf.

An old six-footer w ith  an expres
sion o f good humor started to swing 
across the street. One of his crutch 
points slipped into a crack in a 
manhole cover. The crutch shat
tered and he fe ll to the pavement. 
He didn’t  want to be picket up, and 
managed to rig h t himself w ith the 
remaining crutch. W ith some trou
ble he hobbled over and leaned 
against the w all near me.

He was embarrassed, although 
no one had paid any attention to 
his fa ll. He shouted and mumbled 
every time anyone passing saw the 
broken crutch lying in the street.

“ I t ’s a violation of the municipal 
ordinance,”  he yelled to no one in 
particular, “ There is a state law 
against it, there ought to be a ra il
ing.”

He was silent and then began to 
shout again. He liked to use long 
words and pretend he was making 
a serious political or religious ora
tion.

I  asked i f  I  couldn’t  get him an
other crutch.

“ Crutch, crutch?”  he said, “ Where 
are you going to get one. This is 
a fifty -s ix  inch crutch; they don’t  
make many that long.”

I  went across the street and in 
terviewed one o f the clerks.

his death, demanded S talin’s remov
al as a menace to  the party and 
the working class. They introduced 
a system of double-bookkeeping in  
the Communist movement. They did 
not dare to p rin t the Bolshevik 
program of the Russian Opposition. 
The Stalin clique, when polemizing 
w ith  opponents, introduces false 
quotations that have nothing in  
common w ith  the actual point of 
view spoken or w ritten by them. 
They imprison and exile proletarian 
critics of the ir disastrous adventur
is t and opportunist policy. They 
introduced the alien concept of 
Napoleonic “ big shots”  and papal 
In fa llib ility  in to  the proletarian 
movement. These, in  brief, are the 
reasons why they cannot hold the 
adherence o f serious, honest revolu
tionists. These are the reasons fo r 
the decay and decline o f the C. P., 
its  enormous turnover in  member
ship, mass flig h t o f the workers 
from it.

I  therefore jo in  w ith  those inter
national revolutionists in  the Work
ers Party of the U. 8. and through
out the world who continue to rep
resent in  theory and practice the 
best traditions of Leninism and 
the international working class 
movement.

To those s till remaining in the 
C. P. I  say: Workers, remember 
Lenin’s word that “ anyone who 
does not acquaint himself tru ly  
w ith  both sides of the controversy 
before deciding is an id io t” .

I  have been gu ilty of such idiocy 
fo r a number of years, but no more.

Comradely,
JOSEPH ZACK.

P.S. In  a series of articles to 
follow’, I  w ill explain in a manner 
undeniable by any one the actual 
situation in the C.P.U.S.A., both as 
to the trade union question and in 
ner regime 3%.

“ Yes,”  he said, “ They get an ex
tra  dinner Christmas. Chicken, 
mashed turnips and potatoes; same 
as they had Thanksgiving. We’l l  
have a tree fo r them. The police 
band comes up and the police glee 
club sings. Then they a ll get 
Tootsie Rolls to take home w ith 
them.

“ We’re getting more and more 
every day, feeding about twenty 
thousand at this station rig h t now. 
More and more white co llar people 
too. They hang on as long as they 
can; but fina lly  get tired  o f liv ing  
on relatives, and take i t  on the 
chin.”

I  went back and reassured the 
six-footer that some one would be 
over w ith a crutch.

On the way out I fe ll in  step be
side n well dressed young man. 
When I asked him fo r a story he 
was suspicious.

“ You ain’t  a phony,”  he asked, 
“ A detective or something?”

No I wasn’t  a detective.
“ What do you want my story 

for? I t ’s just like  a ll the rest. You 
can see what its  a ll about, can’t 
you ?”

A Place to Stay
l  insisted.
“W ell,”  suddenly, “ I ’l l  te ll «you, 

but 1 won’t- te ll you my name. I  
don’t want anybody to know I ’m 
coming here.

“ I ’m an Irishman, born in the old 
country twenty-four years ago. I've 
been in America sixteen years. I ’ve 
been a member of the union, local 
sixty, fo r seven years. A mechanic, 
a plasterer I  am. I  lost my last 
job about eight months ago. I  hav- 
n’t  been able to get a scrap o f work 
since. What the hell, a fe lla  can’t 
starve, so a fter three months I 
started coming down here. I  gotta 
place to stay a ll righ t, but I  gotta 
eat.”

I  said goodbye to the Irish  plas
terer, and went on down town to 
Corlears Hook on the East River. 
There, beside the river, fronting on 
a bare, municipal, w aterfront park, 
is the empty Gold Dust factory 
building.

The Gold Dual Lodge
The tugs chugging up and down

the East River whistle mournfully.
The Gold Dust factory has beat 

lent to the Salvation Army, The 
machinery has been cleared out, 
and row upon row of dingy cots 
have tken its  place. There is  only 
one small entrance to  the massive 
building, a door a t the dark end of 
the loading platform .

Men kept coming out the door, 
turning up the ir collars, and d rift
ing across the bare cement o f the 
park. I  discovered that the mem
oria l Greek temple in  the center of 
the park housed a public to ile t in  
its  base. The men d rifted  over to 
the temple, went in, reappeared and 
drifted back, hardly stopping, never 
looking around, never speaking, 
d rifted  back and disappeared into 
the tin y  doorway o f the factory.

I  stopped one, a blond man 
dressed in  a new pa ir o f pants and 
a leather jacket.

“ Story? You want a story?”  He 
laughed apologetically and spoke 
w ith  a th ick accent. “ There is  no 
story. I  am a chauffeur, a chauf
feur fo r private cars; people don’t  
keep chauffeurs any longer.

“ I am Swedish; I  have been back 
and fo rth  many times. The last in  
1930, now I  wish I  had not come.”

Any family?
“ A w ife and a child in  Sweden. 

They are a ll right, I  thank God fo r 
i t ;  my w ife is working.”

I asked why he didn’t  get him
self sent back.

“ I can’t  do that,”  he said, “ I  must 
have money when I  go back. I f  I  
do not buy my own ticke t and have 
five or six hundred dollars when I 
arrive they w ill th ink I  am a fa il
ure. In  Sweden they th ink there 
Is s till prosperity in  America. I f  
I  come back poor they w ill not give 
me work.”

I  asked how long he had been at 
the Gold Dust.

“ Just two months. th is w inter. I  
am always try ing  to get work. In  
summer I  usually manage a ll right. 
Last summer I  worked in  a res
taurant. They do not pay enough, 
only your meals; and I  must make 
money to get back to  Sweden.

“ Maybe i t  w ill be better th is 
summer. Who can te ll? ”

I  asked what he thought of the 
New Deal.

“ The New Deal? I t  is nothing 
new. What is the difference i f  you 
get a ll the unemployed together, 
like this, or leave them a ll alone; 
there is nothing new either way.”

“ Christmas? I  suppose we’l l  get 
the same thing we had Thanksgiv
ing. Chicken or something. There’s 
a joker in  that though. I  missed 
Thanksgiving dinner, and a ll they 
had that night was fried  potatoes 
and coffee.”

Auto Hearing Farce 
W ith 7a Under Ban
(Continued from  Page 1)

$2,500 fo r skilled workers irrespec
tive  o f the number of months em
ployed ; that the eight-hour day and 
30-hour week replace the present 
12-hour day and 84-bour week they 
said the code allows; that an un
employment insurance plan be put 
into effect, to  begin as soon as a 
man becomes unemployed, continue 
during the entire period of unem
ployment, and be administered by 
the workers’ organizations.

What They Told
They told o f a speed-up system 

so great the men can’t  take time out 
fo r hygienic needs, so great that 
older men are forced out of employ
ment.

They to ld  of the Ford welfare 
plan, whereby employees may get, 
out of a $4 wage, $1 in  cash and 
the rest in  credit fo r re lie f sup
plies, so that most o f them are un
able to check on exactly what they 
are getting.

And they told o f a spy system so 
effective tha t when Smith -lost the 
minutes of a meeting of the M.E. 
S.A., he got a copy from  the files of 
the Motor Products Co.

They described how Ford had 
movies taken o f a mass demonstra
tion, then fired a ll his employees 
who could be identified. He even 
fired men who tried  to take up a 
collection fo r flowers fo r four men. 
k illed  last year in  the demonstra
tion a t h is River Rouge plant.

These and many other things, the 
workers told Roosevelt’s deputies.

In  Toledo the M.B.S.A. and the 
A. F. o f L. union prepared to pre
sent fu rthe r evidence to the board. 
The Toledo branch of the Workers 
Party, which has been active in  the 
automobile field, planned to have a 
speaker to  show the im possibility 
o f stabilization in the automotive 
Industry (or any other Industry) 
under the p ro fit system. Using a 
factual survey o f the Toledo auto
motive industry, the plan is to ex
pose the automobile labor board 
and the entire NRA machinery.

Theatre Benefit
A theatre benefit o f “ Sailors of 

Cattaro” , the new play o f the The
atre Union, w ill be given by the 
Workers Party Thursday, Feb. 7, 
a t the C ivic Repertory Theatre. 
The play, which follows “ Stevedore”  
a t the theatre, is the thiyd presen
tation o f the Theatre Union. I t  
has been receiving very favorable 
criticism s.

Tickets fo r the benefit w ill be 
sold a t the regular theatre prices, 
30 cents to $1.50. They may be ob
tained by members o f the party 
from their branch secretaries, and 
by sympathizers a t the party’s na
tional headquarters, Room 702, 112 
East 19th Street, N. Y. C.
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M erry Christmas - For Whom?
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Gala Christmas


