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M eet
Seeks Link with A .F .L . 

Industrial Unionists; 
Cannon Speaks

AUSTIN, Minn, Dec. 7—.An un
qualified stand fo r industria l union
ism and a move to coordinate the 
independent unions in  the north
west w ith  the movement fo r indus
tr ia l unionism in the A.F. of L. were 
the outstanding features o f an en
thusiastic meeting of the North
west Labor U nity Conference held 
here today. Forty delegates from 
various northwestern points were 
in  attendance. Local 674 was rep
resented by Bay Dunne and Farre ll 
Dobbs. A strong delegation was 
present from  the Independent Union 
o f Packing House Workers a t .Cedar 
Rapids, Iowa. Other delegates 
representing independent packing 
house workers’ unions were present 
from  Austin, A lbert Lea and Mason 
C ity.

A fte r a speech by James P. Can
non o f New York C ity, who had 
been specially invited to address 
the conference on the subject of 
progressive labor policy, a thorough 
discussion took place in  which the 
m ajority o f the delegates partic i
pated. Unanimous opinion was 
crystallized that the conference 
must push its  campaign fo r a policy 
o f class struggle and fo r industria l 
unionism as- a necessary modern 
form  of labor organization.

H all Movement *in A. F . of L.
The movement fo r industria l 

unionism which has developed in 
the A. F. o f L. was hailed as a big 
step forward, which must be sup
ported and encouraged by a ll pro
gressive unionists, whether a ffilia t
ed to the A. F. o f L. or not. Em
phasizing tha t progressive indepen- 
dependent unions must on no ac
count give up the ir demand fo r in 
dustria l unionism and the demo
cratic rig h t to regulate their own 
internal affairs, the Conference 
unanimously recommended that, on 
t h e s e  conditions, independent 
unions should declare their readi
ness to affilia te  to the A. F. of L.

I t  was pointed out in  th# discus
sion that the independent auto 
workers unions of Detroit, now on 
strike, had taken this position, and 
the action of the D etro it independ
ents was hailed w ith  approval in 
the adopted resolution. The resolu
tion also calls fo r a coordination 
o f efforts and activities of the pro
gressive independent unionists w ith 
the industria l union movement in 
the A.F. of L. in order to hasten 
the day when we w ill have a tru ly  
unified trade union movement or
ganized on an industria l basis.

A motion was unanimously car
ried to send a w ire of greeting to 
the Packing House Workers now on 
s trike  a t Oklahoma City, pledging 
support in  the ir struggle and ask
ing for the establishment o f closer 
communication and co-operation. 
Organizations represented a t the 
meeting ordered 450 subscription 
cards to the Northwest Organizer.

I t  was decided that a fu ll Con
ference be held at Cedar Rapids, 
Iowa, on Saturday, ^February 1. 
The resolution adopted fo r consid
eration by a ll the affiliated organ
izations pending the next confer
ence is as follow s:

•  •  •
RESOLUTION ON POLICY OF 

THE NORTHW EST LABOR 
U N ITY  CONFERENCE

1. The Northwest Labor U nity 
(Continued from Page 3)

Sanctions End in Scandal
LEAGUE POWERS PLAN PARTITION OF ETHIOPIA

A NGUISHED wails were sent up by pacifists, liberals, 
social democrats and Stalinists throughout the world 

last week over the proposal fo r giving about ha lf of Ethiopia 
to Ita ly , which S ir Samuel Hoare, B ritish  Foreign M inister, 
and Premier Laval of France advanced as a basis fo r peace 
negotiations between the Fascist aggressor and the last of 
the independent nations of A frica, fighting to escape ju s t 
such partition. The League of Nations had been “ betrayed”  
especially by the Baldwin cabinet in  Great. B rita in . The 
“honor”  of B rita in  had been sullied. This was no way to 
break into the preparations fo r the celebration o f Christ
mas, and more of the same kind.

I f  the Hoare-Laval proposals teach the muddle-heads, 
and what is more important, the workers, who have been 
led into confusion by them, something about the true role 
of the League of Nations, the real character of the modem 
capita list state and the anti-working class character of the 
policy o f dependence on the League of Nations which has 
been followed by the bureaucrats in  control of the foreign 
policy of the Soviet Union, Messrs. Hoare and Laval w ill 
indeed have rendered a service!

The League of Nations was never anything but a tool 
by which certain great powers, especially France and Great 
B rita in , carried out the ir im perialist designs, an idealistic 
screen behind which the ir war preparations could go on. 
For months after Haile Selassie firs t appealed to the League 
against Ita lian  aggression, the League machinery served 
precisely th is function of a screen behind which Ita ly  
poured troops into A frica and accumulated supplies fo r a 
war. A t one point in  these negotiations France and Great 
B rita in  advanced proposals which in principle were no 
different from the present ones though offering Ita ly  much 
less te rrito ry  than now. The fu ll application of League 
sanctions, as the NEW M ILITA N T pointed out, meant im 
peria list war against Ita ly . I f  now the great powers have 
decided that they are not ready fo r a general showdown 
and that therefore the Italo-Ethiopian conflict must some
how be stopped, how else w ill i t  be composed except on 
such terms as the im perialist powers may agree on among 
themselves? And what should be the function of the League

except to give a cover o f legality and idealism to th is 
“ Settlement” ? This w ill s till be the underlying tru th  of 
the matter even i f  the Hoare-Laval proposals should be 
considerably modified or even shelved altogether fo r the 
time being.

I t  is nevertheless quite evident that the plans of the 
French and B ritish  governments, whatever they may have 
been, did not work w ith  the smoothness which the respec
tive cabinets would undoubtedly have liked. The fact that 
such abrupt maneuvers are necessary is in  itse lf an indica
tion of how acute the im perialist tensions are a t present. 
Some new threat may have developed from an unexpected 
quarter about which we shall learn as the plot of the great 
drama develops. I t  may well be also that certain “ states
men” have become involved in ' a particularly ju icy b it of 
intrigue which w ill not see the lig h t u n til the workers gain 
control o f some cap ita lis t. government and give its  secret 
documents to  the world, as Lenin and Trotsky did in Russia 
in  1917.

The main factors in  the situation are sufficiently clear. 
The application^ of o il sanctions to Ita ly  m ight produce an 
“ incident”  which would lead to open warfare between Ita ly  
and England; but England is none too certain jus t how 
prompt and efficient French support would be in such a 
case. Probably a general conflagration would then be well 
nigh inevitable and the powers are probably not ready to 
face that. Whether or not Stanley , Baldwin deliberately 
mianeuvered to outsmart the Labor Party in the recent 
elections over the issue of sanctions and League support, 
the fact is that the National government is in  power again, 
that need of B ritish  imperialists has been met, and the 
government can now tu rn  w ith more freedom to guard 
B ritish interests a t the most v ita l points in  disregard of 
“peace sentiment.”  Possibly the steady progress of Japan 
in China requires the release of B ritish  ships from the 
Mediterranean.

The recent revolt in  Egypt which compelled the B ritish 
government to restore the constitution o f 1923, giving at 
least a semblance o f independence to that country, is only 
one of many indications that England and France may

faee serious situations w ith  the ir colonial possessions and 
other dependencies i f  the disturbance does not soon die 
down. Another ominous (fo r a ll im perialists) specter Is, 
raised by the fact that the Ita lian  campaign in  Ethiopia, 
what w ith  transport and other difficulties, is not proceed
ing too smoothly. Wihat dangerous thoughts its  collapse 
would put into the heads o f "backward peoples'’-' In  Ita ly , 
too, the pinch o f sanctions and war expenditures are being 
fe lt, and unrest is mounting.

Should Mussolini fa ll, who and what is to succeed the 
Fascist regime in Ita ly?  Complications which m ight flow 
from tha t eventuality m ight shake the entire European 
capita list structure. In  particular the French R ight has 
probably made i t  clear to Laval that i t  w ill not accept this 
eventuality w ithout b itte r opposition. - I t  is no surprise, 
therefore, to read coincidently w ith  the announcement of 
the Hoare-Laval proposals that diplomatic conversations 
aimed at an agreement between Great B rita in , France;' 
Germany and Ita ly , are under way. From their own point 
o f view these powers m ight do worse than come to Jan 
understanding among themselves, and to ' quiet things in 
Western Europe so as to leave themselves free to carry 
out the ir im perialist policies in Asia and A frica and against 
the Soviet Union.

To the Workers Party the recent developments did not 
constitute a shocking surprise, a miracle for which there 
is no explanation, a case perhaps of a bad attack o f flu 
on the eve of a badly needed vacation in  Switzerland caus
ing S ir Samuel Hoare to make a regrettable personal mis
take. Our policy, remains the same:

Exposure of the role of the League of Nations!
Opposition to League sanctions!
Against imperialist w ar measures!
Defense of Ethiopia and resistance against Ita ly  by the 

independent action of the working class and its allies!
Struggle against imperialist war by building (he move

ment for the overthrow of capitalism!
Defense of the Soviet Union through building the 

Fourth International!

Where Is Roosevelt's Relief Program Going?
...........  ' ' — ............. . rs, ------- ---------  &------------------------------------------------

FACTS AND POLICIES 
FOR WPA WORKERS

By HERBERT CAPEL IS
From the bombastic scheming 

ami pra ttling  that accompanied the 
introduction o f the Works Progress 
Adm inistration, the. naive observer 
would have been led to believe that 
the problem of unemployment in 
the United States was about to be 
liquidated-

In  line w ith its  propaganda cam
paign, the government acted w ith 
startling  suddenness. Between Sept. 
1 and Sept 15, 1935, the abolition 
of the Federal Transient Bureau 
began and was completed. Relief 
to roving workers in  search o f em
ployment was wiped out .to the last 
penny, leaving tens and tens of 
thousands of people destitute fa r 
from  their home towns.

On the heels of this move, Fed
e ra l-re lie f terminated in 26 states 
by Nov. 15. On that date, also, the 
remaining states received the ir 
final unemployment “ dole," thereby 
casting the unemployed entirely on 
the tender mercies of the state and 
municipal re lie f agencies. As bad 
as had been the situation of the 
unemployed before, i t  now struck 
new and horrible depths. Worse 
than in any other section of the 
country, the condition^ in the South 
fe ll to unbelievably low levels. Nu
merous FERA surveys (many of 
them existed ony as secret docu
ments and so entitled) were taken 
which reveal appalling conditions. 
Witness: In  Atlanta, Georgia, a 
typical survey of 133 cases a t ran
dom—only ten were eating “ regu
la rly ” ; 16 existed on one meal a

L.D. Trotsky’s W ife Makes 
New Appeal fo r  Son Sergei

From Norway where she shares the exile of her famous Bolshevik 
husband, Nathalie L  Trotsky has issued a  now appeal fo r her 27-year 
Old son Sergei and his w ife who have been Imprisoned in  Russia and 
w ith whom she has been unable to communicate since last simmer 
when news of their incarceration first leaked out.

Received here by many prominent liberals, Nathalie Trotsky’s 
letter reveals that remittances sent to her son’s w ife to aid in securing 
his release and attending to his needs were returned after long inter
vals marked: “R E C IP IE N T NOT AT ADDRESS IN D IC A TED .”

This was the first intimation that Sergei Trotsky’s Wife w«s alst 
bring; held by the Sovielt authorities.

Neither young Sergei n w  his w ife have ever participated in  pol
itics and their arrest is stigmatised by Nathalie T ro tsky  as a sheer 
piece of persecution impelled by Stalin’s vindictive hatred for Leon 
TYotsky.

Young Trotsky is a teacher at a technical school in  Moscow and 
Ms wife, suffering from tuberculosis, is a librarian. F irst news of theft* 
arrest became known last June. Protests made by foreign liberals 
riirita ted  the reply from the Soviet authorities that yoimg Trotsky 
was not in  prison hut “under surveillance.”

Failure of a ll attempts to communicate With him and his w ife baa 
aroused the fear that he has been kiUeA M ina TYotsky renews in  her 
letter an appeal fo r the formation of an im partial international com
mittee to investigate the fate of ber son and his wife.

The text of Nathalie Trotsky’s letter follows:
(Continued on Page 2)

day; dozens were actually found 
ravaging garbage palls and dumps! 
For the month of July 15 to August 
16, 26 of the fam ilies had an in 
come of lees than $6 per fam ily fo r 
the m onth! Noted in the survey 
was the follow ing astonishing state
ment: “ that these conditions are 
general in  the larger citieiT and yet 
much better than conditions in the 
rura l communities.”  -One could cite 
such examples indefinitely — the 
daily papers carry a fraction of 
them. Such were the pre-conditions 
and background upon which flashed 
the star of the WPA.

»  *  *

I I .  FACTS
In  A pril, 1935 the Works Pro

gress Adm inistration of the FERA 
was set up w ith  an appropriation 
close to $400,000,000. On Nov. 30, 
the FERA ended, having ,run out 
its  $3,700,000,000 appropriation as 
of May, 1933. By Dec. 1, the WPA 
nationally had taken on 2,225,000 
workers: w ith the largest single 
section, over 225,000 concentrated 
in New York alone. (One m ight 
add ironica lly that 40,000 out of 
240,000 applicants in New York 
were turned down as unfit physical
ly for work—glorious tribute to the 
effects of the crisis on the unem
ployed !)'

The overwhelming bulk of pro
jects put into effect were “ labor 
projects,”  public works, highway 
construction, parks, playgrounds, re
forestation, etc. W hile the Roose
velt opposition-in the ranks of the 
capitalists has shouted of “ grand
iose”  boon-doggling at exorbitant 
rates of pay, the fact is that only 
6 per cent of the to ta l number of 
projects nationally fa ll into the 
“ white collar”  class. S w iftly and 
chaotically, 2 and a quarter m illion 
workers of, every sort and variety 
were transferred from re lief rolls 
over to the WPA—prim arily on so- 
called “ unskilled labor”  projects 
(follow ing Roosevelt’s formula of 
“ putting the unemployed onto ‘use
fu l’ work projects” ).

Conditions? 120 hours a month 
at wages ranging from $19 to tops 
of $93 per month. (A  small, insig
nificant fraction, such as foremen, 
certified accountants, apparatus 
people, etc. receive higher pay—and 
generally work more hours.) The 
South again offers the worst pic
ture: Seven states, Alabama, F lor
ida, Georgia, Mmihsissippi,, Tennes
see, and the Carolinas offer the 
magnificent pay of $19 per month 
on the so-called “ unskilled labor” 
projects. Magnificant pay indeed! 
30 hours a week at a little  over $4 
per week to support a fam ily—and 
there are complaints that the men 
do not work hard enough and 
“ there ought to be stricter disci
pline”  ! Hovering on the Mason- 
Dixon line, Baltimore, M d, sev- 

(Continued on Bag« 3)

Direct Relief Remains Central Issue for Unem
ployed; W orkers' Organizations M ust 

Demand Large-Scale Public W orks

By JOHN WEST
The new stage in t.he Roosevelt 

re lie f program began during the 
firs t weeks of the last session of 
Congress, and has now reached its  
culmination. The publicity agents 
o f the Adm inistration explained 
their idea as follows:

A t the - beginning of 1935 there 
were approximately 5,000,000 per
sons receiving direct relief (the 
dole), a t least part of which came 
from  the Federal Treasury. D irect 
Federal re lie f was to be eliminated. 
1,500,000 o f these 5,000,000 could be 
classified as “ unemployable”  be
cause of illness, old age, or some 
sim ilar reason. These were to be 
transferred entirely to the relief 
ro lls  of the states and m unicipali
ties, and cut off from Federal relief. 
The remaining 3,500,000 were to be 
given temporary work at a “ secur
ity  wage”  by the Works Progress 
Adm inistration. This temporary 
work was to continue fo r the most 
part un til some time during 1936. 
By then, the m ajority o f the “em
ployables” would be re-employed by 
reviving private industry. The rest 
would be transferred to “ heavy” 
and more permanent public-works 
projects along the lines of the FWA.

Program Not Fuilfllled
To accomplish th is program 

$4,880,000,000 was appropriated by 
Congress. $880,000,000 was to be 
used to continue direct relief un til 
the WPA program was fu lly  run
ning, and the unemployables sent 
back to the states and cities. The

original announcements promised 
that the WPA would be .a t maxi
mum operation by July 1, and that 
a t that time tire fu ll 3,500,000 would 
be on its  payroll.

Naturally, none o f this program 
has been fu lfilled. The July 1 date 
was successively advanced u n til i t  
became December 1. The $880,000,- 
000 for direct re lie f grew in to  a 
b illion  and a half. The WPA was 
to “ put 3,500,000 to  w o rk"; but ac
tually more than 500,000 were 
merely transferred to It from  the 
already operating COC, and even 
w ith  these the December 1 figure is 
considerably below the fu ll 3,500,- 
000. How much below .it is not yet 
possible to say, since the publicity 
from Adm inistrator Hopkins’ office 
is not: noted for accuracy.

Nevertheless, Hopkins has an
nounced that the program is “ es
sentially completed,”  w ithout, of 
course, offering any explanation 
o f what happened to delay comple
tion from July to December. He 
has “ officially”  cut off direct Fed
eral re lie f grants to the States and 
through them to the cities. Mean
while, however, he made some ad
ditional allocations to the states, to 
aid them in “ completing the transi
tion to the new program”-—though 
this is a little  confusing when we 
remember that he has also at the 
same time announced that the 
transition to the new program is 
completed.

What are we to make o f a ll this?
(Continued on Page 2)

Texas Jobless 
Face Hunger
Spur Demand for General 
W P A  Strike in State F.of L.

Pa. Jobless O rganizations 
Unite in Statewide Action

HARRISBURG, Pa., Dec. 9.—A 
conference of representatives of 
various state-iwide organizations of 
the unemployed in Pennsylvania 
met in the eapitol building over the 
week-end and decided on several 
important steps fo r jo in t action. 
Delegates from the Pennsylvania 
Unemployed League, the Pennsylva
nia Security League, the Allegheny 
Unemployed Citizens League, the 
Unemployed Councils and several 
inter-county alliances agreed on the 
follow ing systematic and m ilitant 
program of united front activités:

1. A Joint Action Committee, 
to present the demands adopted 
before Governor Earle, the State 
Emergency Relief Board and the 
Works Progress Administration.

2. Joint picketing of the eap
itol and the Governor’s mansion 
for the convocation of a special 
session of the legislature to con
sider the demands of the unem
ployed arising nut of the dieeon-

# tinuance of federal relief.
3. Joint picketing of the 

Works Progress Administration 
building against the anti-labor 
activities of Administrator Ed
ward N. Jones, demanding his re
moval and the establishment of 
collective bargaining procedure.

4. A state-wide march on the 
eapitol to force the calling of a 
special session and to exert mass 
pressure for the enactment of ne
cessary relief legislation.

5. The preparation of a state
wide strike on WPA projects for 
higher wages and improved con
ditions of work.
The Joint Action Committee, con

sisting of two representatives o f 
each organization, w ill he convened 
again to determine on the exact 
date for the march as well is  the 
Strike.

The conference lasted fo r two 
whole days, In  protest against tfie 

(Continued on Page 9)

(Special to the New M ilitan t)
By JAMES EVANS

DALLAS, Texas—One m illion
people, out of a total popnlation of 
six million-, face eventual starva
tion in Texas. These work relief 
clients and the ir fam ilies are in  ad
dition to the theusands who are be
ing shunted on the barren subsis
tence farms, described in a previous 
article. A fter the WPA—what? 
This question becomes increasingly, 
important in view of the recent at
tack upon workers’ re lie f by James 
P.Buchanan, Texas Congressman 
and chairman of the Honse appro 
priations committee.

Even now, final preparations are 
being made fo r “ getting out o f this 
business of re lief.”  Since Septetnber 
1, there has been a progressive 
series of attacks upon the meager 
liv ing  standards of the destitute. 
Free lunches fo r school children 
have been abandoned w ith the. re 
suit that thousands of pupils are 
contracting anemia induced by mal
nutrition . Medical service f  or re
lie f fam ilies has been discontinued, 
and women are hearing infants 
w ith  no attendance except that o f 
unskilled midwives. The 200,000 
“ unemployables,”  casualties of cap
ita lis t industry, have been reduced 
to $5 in  d irect re lie f per m onth; 
and they w ill be turned over to the 
grafting m inistrations o f local com
munity chests after February 1. 
Meanwhile rations fo r other direct 
re lie f clients have been cut u n til 
they are grossly insufficient.

No Relief for Paupers
“ Reduce the case load.”  This is 

the ultimatum of Adam. R. John
son, state re lie f director, to his 
county administrators and case 
workers. Families are b e i n g  
dropped from the ro lls because one 
of the daughters may have a job 
cooking or washing dishes fo r three 
dollars per week. I  know of one 
incident where a case worker told 
a young man that $5 per week was 
sufficient to support bis w ife and 
baby. I t  so happened that the rent 
paid by th is fam ily fo r a leaky 
apartment in  an old store building 
amounted to $16 per month.

Nor has the state legislature ap
propriated any funds to provide for 
the destitute a fte r the final expen ’ 
diture of present funds. The Fed
eral government has cut off Texfts 
w ith a final m illion  dollars—a New 
Deal stake o f one round dollar for 
each person who has been forced 
on the dole. Congressman Buchan
an has promised his masters that 
the present $4,000,000,000 w ill he 
the last that the unemployed o f the 
nation w ill receive.

(Costfaiued on Page 2)

III. Unions
A id  IW A
W a l k o u t
Conference Sets Date  

for Tie-up on A l l  
Projects in State

By » W.P.A Worker
GIRARD, III,, Dec. 9 —Delegates 

Iron» twenty organisations were 
present a t the Macoupin county 
conference of the Illino is  Workers 
Alliance today in  preparation fo r 
the state-wide W.P.A. s t r i k e  
Dec. 16.

Another conference was held last 
week a t Marlon, 111., where thirteen 
counties were represented to  discuss 
the Strike problems. The conference 
here decided to place the matter to 
a referendum vote; In  the mean
time the I.W .A. organizers are or
ganizing hundreds, df men working 
on dozens of projects.

The Macoupin county conference 
W«s attended by delegates from  
the Progressive Miners, Progressive- 
Trades and Labor Union, Interna
tional Hod Carriers’ Union and the- 
I.W.A.

Support from Many Workers
A1 Henuner, Q’Falion, state rep

resentative o f the Hod Carrier#" 
Union, decided that a ll member# 
o f his union would he called o ff 
W.P.A. jobs Dec. 16 unless the pre
vailing union wage was paid.

John Fisher, Gillespie, represent
ing local 1, P. M. of A., comprising a 
membership of 2,409 mine workers, 
stated that the movement fo r strike 
action had the financial and moral 
support o f his union, Andrew Me- 
Farlane, state chairman of the Pro 
gressive Trades and Labor Union 
stated that he would jo in  w ith  the 
A.F. o f L. unions in  calling his men 
off the projects not paying the 
union scale of wages,

To Meet WPA Administration
A committee from the various or

ganizations present are to appear 
before the Labor Relations Board 
of the W.P.A. at Vandalia th is 
week for a last minute conference. 
The Labor Relations Board has 
agreed to raise wages ten per cent 
i f  the strike la called off. The o f
fer to date has been rejected, The 
Illino is  Workers Alliance, the big 
push behind the strike, Is (tending 
pat fo r the original demands.

The United Mine Workers o f Am
erica and the State Federation of 
Labor have been asked to cooperate 
in strike preparations and negotia
tions w ith the W.P.A. officials fo r 
the demands laid down at the Au
burn conference Dee. 1.

Bergdoff Men in  S t Louis
A committee representing the 

strik ing  warehouse workers o f St. 
Louis reported their struggle 
against the Kroger Grocery and 
Baking Co., who have imported 
the midwestern section of the Berg-' 
doff strikebreaking agency into the 
situation. The conference voted tq 
cease patronizing the Kroger and 
Piggly-Wlggly stores. T h e  St. 
Louis warehouse strike is Impor
tant fo r labor at this time as i t  Is 
one o f the few sections o f the coun
try  where an attempt is being made 
to organize the food industry.

A state-wide conference is to be 
held Sunday, Dec. 15, at Staunton,
111., where over a thousand dele
gates are expected to attend. Dee. 
16 is the dead line fo r W.P.A. scab 
wage in Illino is.

600 in Newark 
W .P .A. Protest

NEWARK, N. .1.—Over 600 New
ark WPA workers crowded into 
every available Inch of s ittin g  and 
standing room in Newark’s C ity 
H ail auditorium  on Monday, Dec. 9. 
The meeting, called by the Project 
Workers D ivision ol the Association 
for Adequate Relief, Newark sec
tion o f the National Unemployed 
League, gave expression to the tre 
mendous dissatisfaction w ith  the 
$55 a month slave wage among the 
project workers.

The speakers, Moore, G illlard, 
Thompson and Rosenberg, received 
a rousing hand when they pointed 
out the need fo r rapid organization 
and the fact that the workers have 
already won victories over the WPA 
adm inistration in other sections of 
the country through strike action.

Tony Ramugtia, President of the 
N .U .L, spoke and told o f the sue- 
cessful two and a half week strike 
in Lehigh County, Pa.

À committee was elected to 
call on tile WPA County admin
istrator and present Ike demands 
of the project workers which 
were« “A minimum o f $72.00 a  
month for a work month of no 
more than 120 hoars; recognition 
of a ll project worker# organh»- 

( Continued from Page 2)
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WORLD OF LABOR
Congress o f Dutch R .S .A .P . Overwhelmingly 

Favors 4th In t’l; Defeats S .A .P . Splitters

The convention of the Revolutionary Socialist Labor Party of 
Holland (R.S.A.P.) held at Utrecht November 16 and 17 overwhelm
ingly endorsed the steps which had been taken by the leadership of 
the party in  recent months in  furthering the cause of the Fourth 
International.
The P olitica l Committee o f the>-

R.S.A.P. on behalf of the party 
signed the Open Letter| fo r the 
Fourth International in August of 
th is year. I t  has participated, to
gether w ith  the other signatories— 
the International C o m m u n i s t  
League, the Workers Party of the 
United States and the Workers 
Party o f Canada—in the prelim in
ary work of establishing a Contact 
Commission fo r the Fourth In te r
national. The secretaries of the 
R.S.A.P., H. Sneevliet and P. J. 
Schmidt, are, in  fact, the provision
al secretaries o f th is Contact Com
mission.

Opponents of the P. C., associated 
w ith  and la te ly  under the In flu
ence o f the German Socialist Labor 
Party (S.A.P.) liv ing  in  exile in 
Paris today, conducted a campaign 
in  the party against the P. G. ón 
the ground th a t in taking concrete 
steps along w ith  the co-signatories 
o f the Open Letter fo r the organiz
ation of the Fourth International 
they were violating the fusion 
Agreement which last year brought 
together the Revolutionary Social
is t J^arty o f Holland and the Inde
pendent Socialist Party, the la tter 
being affiliated w ith  the London- 
Amsterdam. Bureau and working 
there fo r the Fourth Internationa’ . 
The S.A.P. leaders, while paying 
lip-service to the cause of the 
Fourth International, have consist
ently refused to take any concrete 
•steps fo r its  realization and by; 
th e ir criticism  of those who were 
taking these steps, including T ro t
sky, hate' sabotaged the movement. 
Unequivocally for 4th Internatioal 

The P olitica l Committee of the 
R.Í3.A.P. had contended that though 
the party maintained a connection 
w ith  the London-Amsterdam Bureau 
fo r the purpose^of working openly 
w ith in  i t  for the Fourth Interna
tional,' the fusion -congress had 
clearly placed the party in  the 
ranks of those who were unequiv
ocally committed to the building of 
the Fourth International, and that 
a ll steps taken by -the P. C. had 
flowed politica lly and organization
a lly from  this basic position o f the 
party.

The Utrecht convention endorsed; 
this position of the leadership by-a 
vote of 2,500 for, w ith  250 aghinst 
ahd 200 abstentions. The conven
tion decided that the party in the 
future would establish direct ánd 
specific' organizational ties only 
w ith  such parties and groups as 
stand oh the platform  of the Open 
Letter, though fraternal relations 
w ill be maintained w ith  any groups 
which are' moving in the direction 
of ‘ the Fourth International. Or
ganizational ties w ith the emigrant 
leadership of the German S.A.P. 
are definitely broken Off by action 
of the convention -because o f the 
role played by this leadership in 
seéking to créate turm oil w ith in  the 
Dutch party.

‘ When both  the1 representatives of 
the opposition who were given equal, 
time at' the Convention and those 
o f the- Political Committee had 
presented their case to the member
ship, the membership was so in 
censed at the politica l bankruptcy 
and the organizational measures 
which had been employed by the 
opposition that they voted over
whelm ingly/ against' the advice of 
the P olitica l Committee, fo r more 
stringent regulations w ith  regard to 
taking hack into the party those 
who had been expelled or had le ft 
i t  than the P. C. resolution had 
recommended!

Of special interest is the fact 
that, as the organ o f the R.S.A.P. 
puts it, a. “crushing m ajority of 
precisely those branches mainly 
composed of former O.S.P. mem
bers,” namely; the party.which had 
been affiliated w ith  the London-Am
sterdam Bureau, voted fo r the P.C. 
resolution and solidarized them
selves in  unmistakable fashion w ith  
the leadership of the fused party.

The leading editorial in  the issue 
o f De Nieuwe Fakkel which reports 
the convention, concludes w ith the 
statement that the convention has 
cemented the fusion of the former 
R.S.P. and O.S.P. and in b rillia n t 
fashion ratified and strengthened 
this fusion and the independent 
party of the Fourth International 
based upon it.

I t  is interesting to note that the 
one voice raised in recent weeks in 
the parliaments o f the European 
nations fo r the fu ll Leninist pro
gram against w ftr and sanctions 
was that of H. Sneevliet, Secretary 
of the R.8.A.P. in a remarkable ad
dress in the Dutch parliament.

600 in Newark 
WPA Protest

(Continued from Page 1) 
tions and their grievance commit
tees; skilled workers to receive 
prevailing trade union wages and 
where w illingly employed at work 
Other than trade they are reg is
tered for, to be paid wages for 
their trade; and no| Saturday 
work."
On Friday, Dec. 13 a second mass 

meeting was held and when i t  was 
reported that the county adminis
tra to r would give no definite an
swer, another delegation was elect
ed to see the State adm inistrator. 
Plans were made a t the meeting for- 
the election of delegates from  a ll 
projects to Action Committees to 
meet th is week and bring| back 
recommendations to a mass meeting 
on Friday, Dec. 20. Over 100 ap
plications- fo r membership in  the 
Association were received a t the 
meeting.

As the meeting was about to be 
adjourned a member o f the Unem
ployed Councils demanded the floor. 
I t  was pointed out that they should 
have asked to have a speaker prior 
to the meeting but that i f  the work
ers were w illing  to stay there was 
no objection. The three hundred 
workers s till in  the na il indicated 
a willingness to listen and he was 
given the floor. When the Councils’ 
spokesman had concluded, he a t
tempted' to Introduce a resolution 
through another speaker. This was 
objected to by the A.A.R. and the 
members of the Councils immedi
ately set up a yell to permit the 
introduction of the resolution. This 
small group, composed mainly of 
non-project workers, then raised 
such a rumpus that a member of 
the executive board of the Workers 
Alliance who was in  the ha ll took 
the floor and condemned the Coun
cils fo r attempting to break up the 
meeting.

Progressive 
M e e t in N  W

(Continued from  Page 1)
Conference has come into existence 
in order to bring the progressive 
unionists in  the northwest closer 
together, to provide a common 
meeting ground fo r the discussion 
of problems and the coordination 
o f the educational activities o f ts 
members to unify and strengthen 
the labor movement.

2. The conference stands fo r a 
policy o f class struggle and fo r in 
dustrial unionism as the necessary 
modern form  of labor organization. 
A ll the experience since the form al 
launching of the conference a year 
ago has shown the correctness of 
this position. Ip  the coming year 
progressive unionists everywhere 
must work more aggressively and 
energetically than ever to popular
ize these ideas and convince the 
unions of the necessity to adopt 
them and put them into  practice.

3. The struggle fo r the  Indus
tria l form  of organization conduct
ed a t the recent convention o f the 
A. F. o f L., and the setting up, of a 
committee headed by the presidents 
of several internatonal unions to 
continue this campaign, are devel
opments of the greatest significance 
and importance. Progressive union
ists are bound to  support every de
cisive step fo r industria l unionism 
which alone w ill make possible the 
organization of the unorganized 
m illions, especially in  the mass pro
duction industries, and t h u s  
strengthen the labor movement ev
erywhere. Progressive unionists are 
likewise firm  advocates o f union 
unity. Wherever progressive organ
isations are kept out of the A. F. 
of L. because of cra ft union restric
tions, or because o f expulsion by 
reactionary officialdom,- they should 
continue to work fo r unification 
w ithout, however, giving up their 
progressive policies or the ir righ t 
of internal democracy.

4. The development of the big 
movement fo r industria l unionism 
w ith in  the A.F. of L. creates the 
conditions to coordinate the efforts 
of industria l unionists outside as 
well as inside the A.F. o f L. The 
conference recommends that non- 
A.F. o f L. unions follow  the example 
o f the independent unions of auto
mobile workers at D etro it and de
clare the ir readiness to cooperate 
w ith  the undustrial union A.F. of L. 
forces and to enter the A.F. of L. 
on only two conditions: (1) indus-

W hither the Relief Program ? Texas Jobless
Face Hunger(Continued from Page 1)

And what is the prospect fo r next 
year? Is  th is program going to be 
fulfilled? I t  is  necessary to answer 
these questions.

Unemployment Permanent
In  the firs t place, we must always 

bear in  mind that unemployment, 
and wide-spread unemployment, is 
not a temporary hut a permanent 
feature of the remaining years of 
capitalism. “ Private”  industry is 
not going to  re-absorb the great 
body of the unemployed. According 
to the most favorable estimates (in  
a ll probability, much too favorable 
to be true ), a maximum of 5,000,- 
000 workers have been re-employed 
since the low  point of employment 
in  March, 1933. This leaves a min
imum o f 11,000,000 unemployed at 
the present time. Moreover, these 
figures take no account o f workers 
on part-time who are not making 
during a year even a bare subsis
tence wage, or of the “new”  work
ers coming from the schools, high 
schools and colleges. I t  a ls o le a rd e  
out of account the highly seasonal 
character of employment in  many 
of the great industries such as auto 
mobiles and textiles. The unem
ployment figures may be reduced 
s till fu rthe r by the continuation o f 
the present upeurve In the business 
cycle; but they w ill remain a t an 
enormous figure.

Many of these unemployed s till 
manage to live from savings, assis
tance from  relatives, charity, or 
odd dollars that they pick up 5)ere 
and there. But these sources have 
been drying up, and “prosperity”  is 
not returning to an extent sufficient 
to revive them. Of the rest of the 
unemployed, i t  is and w ill continue 
to be Impossible tha t they can a ll 
or even a major part he taken care 
of by any “ made work’’ or “ relief 
work”  or “ public works”  plan.

Direct Relief S till Prim ary
Direct re lie f—the dole—w ill con

tinue as a permanent feature of 
declining capitalism. In  the chao
tic, anarchic conditions of capital
ism in  its  death throes, no rational 
social planning is possible. I t  is a 
fu tile  illusion of middle class im 
age-makers to suppose that the dole

tria l union charter, and (2) in ter
nal democracy. By taking such a 
position the independent unions 
can greatly strengthen the move
ment for industria l unionism in  the 
A.F. of L. and hasten the unifica
tion of the labor movement on an 
industria l union basis.

can he eliminated, an illusion sim
ila r to the older dream that a “ co
operative commonwealth”  can be 
bu ilt up alongside o f and w ith in  
capita list society.

Im portant conclusions follow  
from these facts. Above a ll, they 
demonstrate that the problem of d ir
ect re lie f remains and w ill remain 
a central issue for the organized un
employed. The programs o f the un
employed organizations must con
tinue to have direct re lie f demands 
as a prim ary focus, and must avoid 
any perspective in  terms of the i l 
lusory dream tha t the dole w ill 
shortly be eliminated. Moreover, i t  
must be understood by the unem
ployed organizations that d irect re
lie f w ill continue to be in  large 
part a Federal institu tion. Mass 
pressure against Congress and the 
Adm inistration must be b u ilt up to 
demand not merely a continuation 
but an increase in  direct Federal 
re lie f; and these demands must be 
coupled w ith  the demand to finance 
the  appropriations o u t o f d ire c t  
taxes in  the form of inheritance, 
corporation, and income levies di
rected a t the higher brackets.

But direct re lie f is likewise a 
problem fo r the “ re lie f workers”  
themselves, in a double sense. In  
the firs t place, the low wage level 
of re lie f work (e.g., the W FA) 
makes supplementary re lie f in 
many cases imperative. Secondly, 
such institutions as the WPA are 
temporary in  character. The pro
jects extend over comparatively 
short periods of time, and when 
they are completed the re lie f work
ers are again thrown out of. jobs. 
Thus the unemployed organizations 
proper must take the lead in  pro
moting the organization of the re
lie f workers, and must closely in 
tegrate the re lie f work demands 
w ith  the unemployed demands in  
general.
WPA—Attack on Relief Standards

In  fact, one o f the prim ary pur
poses o f the WPA must be- under
stood as an indirect attack on re
lie f standards. This must be re
sisted a t every point: by fighting 
against the wage levels of the WPA 
itse lf, by preventing lowering o f 
direct re lie f in  sh ifting the unem
ployed from one ro ll to another, by 
demanding supplementary relief, by 
insisting on immediate transfer
ence to adequate re lief when a pro
ject ends, etc.

However, from  another point of 
view, not less important, the WPA 
program constitutes a m ajor attack

on general wage levels, particularly 
the union levels in  the building 
trades. And in  this direction, the 
WPA, and re lie f work generally, 
become a direct problem fo r the 
trade unions, as, from the other 
direction, the WPA is a problem 
for the unemployed organizations. 
Thus the trade unions must be 
brought' into the struggle fo r the 
organizing arid strengthening of the 
re lie f workers, and. fo r the liftin g  
of WPA and other re lie f wages to 
union levels.

As has already been pointed out, 
however, the WPA, like  any other 
given form  of re lie f work, is tem
porary by its  very nature. The 
straggles centering around the 
WPA, the present feature-point of 
the Adm inistration unemployed pro
gram, must therefore be made part 
of the broader struggle fo r the ad
vancement of the position o f the 
unemployed, fo r higher d irect re
lie f, fo r unemployment and social 
insurance, and fo r large scale pub
lic  w orks. This last point is  o f es
pecial importance in looking fo r
ward to  the next period, and has 
been seriously neglected by the la
bor movement generally. I t  is true 
that genuine public works cannot 
be handled in  a scientific and large- 
scale manner by a capita list state. 
But sufficient pressure can accom
plish a t least something in  this 
field. A t present, the public works 
program of the government has re
ceded into the background along 
w ith  the advance o f WPA. The 
housing program, about which there 
has been such constant ballyhoo, 
s till remains almost entirely on 
paper, scattered in  confusion among 
more than a dozen governmental 
agencies.

The demand fo r a large scale 
public works program must be 
brought forward sharply and forced 
upon the next Congress. This de
mand must distinguish public works 
clearly from  temporary re lie f work, 
and above a ll must fight against 
the conception o f “ security wages.”  
Its central feature should be low- 
rental housing directly subsidized 
by the Federal government. Such 
a demand, supported prim arily  by 
Independent class action, w ill do 
much to expose the demagogy, hol
lowness and wholly reactionary 
character of the Roosevelt relief 
program, and can play a prominent 
part in  a genuine advance fo r the 
entire unemployed movement, and 
through i t  fo r the working class as 
a whole.

(Continued from Page 1)
Talk of General WPA Strike

Against th is latest and most vie 
ious onslaught of Roosevelt the 
2nd, the unemployed of Texas are 
struggling m anfully i f  in  a rather 
unorganized fashion. A ll over this 
vast area, there are occurring small 
conflicts on projects which are sig
nificant o f a growing resentment 
even i f  they are ignored by the 
state press. In  Shelby County, ■ on 
the Louisiana border, the workers 
refused to dig ditches in  the sticky 
mud u n til they were provided w ith  
longer shovels. When re lie f was 
temporarily discontinued in  W ichita 
Falls several months ago, the c ity 
officials became so alarmed over 
the prospects o f a mass uprising 
that they dropped a ll their duties 
to rustle food and clothing.

On every project o f any size in  
Texas the workers are m uttering 
o f a general re lie f strike. S trike 
against the shameful wage scale o f 
$33 to $68 per m onth; reduce the 
working hours to 70 per month in 
order that every needy person may 
have employment—these are the 
sentiments expressed when the men 
knock o ff work to eat the ir cold, 
soggy lunches.

Learning Solidarity-
Most revealing of a ll is the in 

creased solidarity between the un
ions-and the unemployed organiza 
tions. During the past year, the 
unemployed have rallied to the 
picket-lines, preventing the more 
backward o f the ir number from 
breaking a successive series of 
strikes. Negroes, Mexicans and 
whites, forgetting fo r the moment 
the blinding prejudices inculcated 
by the ru ling  class, and fighting a 
common battle—perhaps the firs t 
dim  outline o f the revolutionary 
pattern!

The younger group in  the Texas 
Federation of Labor is fighting the 
old guard in a demand fo r an im 
mediate general strike on a ll pro
jects, to be reinforced by the col
lective strength of the trade unions. 
Spurred by misery as well as the 
promise o f union support, the un
employed of Texas are becoming 
less demoralized, less ready to ac
quiesce in - the whims of well-paid 
case workers. They are looking a t 
the future and determining to live !
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Pa.JoblessOrganizations 
Unite in Statewide Action

NOMAD LECTURE POSTPONED 
Max Nomad’s lecture on “In 

tellectuals and the Class Strug
gle” w ill be postponed until 
Friday, Dee. 27, 8 P.M. I t  w ill 
be held a t Brandi 1 headquarters, 
320 ¡East 14th Street, N . V . C.

PAUL L U T T IN G IR , MJ>. 
D A N IEL LUTTIN G EB , MJD. 
5 Washington Square North 

1 -2  and 6 -8  Except Sundays 
and Holidays.

(Continued from Page 1)
re lie f adm inistration’s jim -crow 
lodging arrangements, the delegates 
slept in the capitol building itse lf 
¡Saturday night. One of the dele
gates, the father of a fam ily of 13 
Hying on the miserable re lief orders, 
died of a heart attack on the second 
day. The heart attack was brought 
on by undernourishment.

Considerable progress along the 
line of- united fron t action was 
achieved at the conference despite 
a number of obstacles due mainly 
to the usual sp litting  activities of 
the Stalinists and the ir Communist 
Party-controlled organizations.

The firs t step toward a state-wide 
united fron t of the unemployed in 
Pennsylvania was in itia ted by the 
Pennsylvania Unemployed League 
last September. In  a perfectly loy
al and correct united fron t proced
ure the P.U.L. invited the Pennsyl
vania Security League, the A lle
gheny County Unemployed Citizens 
League, the Communist Party-dom 
inated Unemployment Councils and 
several lesser organizations to spon
sor a jo in t conference in Allentown 
on September 11. The conference 
met, decided on a program of action 
and voted to reconvene in  H arris
burg on September 20. On Septem
ber 20 a jo in t committee presented 
the case of the jobless before the 
State Emergency Relief Board. On 
September 21 the conference elected 
Lester W. Heckman of the P.U.L. 
as Its Continuations Secretary. I t  
was agreed upon adjournment that 
a ll fu rthe r united fron t activities 
were to be carried on through the 
Continuations Secretary.

On October 10 the organization 
again cooperated in a loyal united 
front before the Works Progress 
Adm inistration in  Harrisburg. A ll 
of - these steps, besides helping to  
build up the sentiment fo r united 
action, achieved substantial results 
fo r the workers In the form  of wage 
Increases on the projects through
out, the whole state.

These moves toward state-wide 
unity of the unemployed have been 
supplemented recently by the nego
tiations for national unity carried 
on by the N.U.L. and the Workers 
Aliianee of America. A t th is point 
the Stalinists began an open cam
paign to undermine the progress of 
the national unity negotiations and 
to disrupt the united fron t that had 
been: achieved in  the state.

A S talin ist Coup 
Through the unemployed organi

zations they control in  Lancaster 
and York, they pulled off a regular 
cpup d'etat in the “ Inter-County 
Unemployed Alliance and Works 
Division.”  The la tte r organization, 
composed of unemployed units in 
several Eastern counties, elected as |

its  regular Chairman and Secretary 
H arry Alexander and Daniel H art
man, respectively.

A t a regular meeting of the. gov
erning body last month, the Stalin
is t George Wade of Lancaster and 
the S talinist Bernard Child of York 
simply took advantage o f the ab
sence o f the regular officers and 
usurped their places. W ith Com
munist Party members representing 
the Unemployment Councils and the 
Anthracite Workers Alliance pres
ent they decided, unauthorized, to 
call a state-wide conference in  H ar
risburg on December 7 and 8.

W ithout any authorization what
soever, they added the name of the 
Pennsylvania Security League, some 
of whose locals belong to the In te r- 
County Alliance, as one of the spon
sors of the call, besides the Councils 
and the other organizations men
tioned. The F.S.L., caught off guard, 
apparently allowed itse lf to be so 
seduced, having in mind to steal a 
march in this manner on the Penn
sylvania Unemployed League—a 
much more powerful organization 
and a more serious competitor than 
the Councils and the other S talinist 
controlled organizations. Both of 
these organizations, the Stalinists 
and the Security League, thus 
agreed disloyally to leave the P.U.L. 
as well as the Allegheny County 
Unemployed Citizens League (a ffil
iated w ith  the W.A.A.) out o f the 
picture.
Stalinists Alarm Security League
The Stalinists immediately re

sorted to  the ir old “ united f ro n t  
below”  tactic. Individual C.P. mem
bers in several of the 86 locals of 
the P.U.L. brought in  the call and 
moved fo r the election of delegates 
to the December 7-8 a ffa ir. The 
Councils displayed fran tic  activ ity 
in  a campaign to pack the confer
ence, at which they planned, as was’ 
evidenced later, to set up a new 
state organization. The Security 
Leaguers became alarmed by this 
maneuver and at the last minute 
sent out a hurried call to .the P.U.L. 
and the Allegheny County U.C.L. to 
come to the conference.

A fte r protesting against the pro
cedure and receiving an apology 
and an explanation from the P.S.L., 
the state committee of the P.U.L. 
decided to send a delegation but in 
formed the locals o f the S talin ist 
maneuver and instructed them not 
to send any delegates.

The “ D aily Worker” o f December 
6 reported “ wide-spread revolt”  in 
the P.U.L. against the action o f the 
state committee, and informed its  
readers that any number o f locals 
were sending delegates despite the 
decision. A t the conference oh Sat
urday exactly 2 unemployed league 
delegates, besides the state commit

fee delegation, actually showed up. 
They were the S talinist Dan SUnger 
from Allentown and the Stalinist 
Solomon from Easton. The “ Daily 
Worker”  lied as usual. The “ united 
fron t from below” resulted in the 
usual fizzle.

Conference Opens in Disorder
The conference opened on the 

morning of December 7 amid such 
chaos and tum ult as only the Stal
inists can create. The “sponsoring”  
organizations could n o t agree 
among themselves on the selection 
of a temporary chairmen, nor even 
on. an agenda to propose to the con
ference. Every leading S talinist in 
the state was present. Besides the 
fam ilia r faces of Herbert Benjamin 
and Pat Toohey there were dozens 
of other C.P. functionaries. Yet on 
the very firs t vote taken, the elec
tion of the temporary chairman, the 
S talinist Bernard Child was badly 
beaten.

The Stalinists had come there 
w ith  an agenda prepared Cor one of 
t h e i r  fam ilia r “ People’s Con
gresses,”  w ith  the usual Labor par
ty plank, etc. The Security Leag
uers proposed an agenda of “ lobby
ing”  and “ petition”  activities. Their 
arrangement committee could not 
even present a coherent report. 
Amidst a furious uproar, the con
ference elected a new arrangements 
committee, composed of three mem
bers o f each of the organizations 
represented, to replace the old one. 
The new arrangements committee, 
w ith the participation of the P.U.L. 
delegates, worked out an agenda 
fo r concrete mass action. This 
agenda was fina lly  accepted and 
the conference got down to bus
iness.

Mass Action Surprises C.P.
The Stalinists who had come to 

stage another one of t h e i r  
“ people’s”  masquerades, were con
sequently entirely unprepared for 
any proposals fo r concrete action. 
This was clearly revealed in  the 
committees, organized by the con
ference fo r the detailed work.

In  the Special Session Committee, 
for instance, Anthony Bamuglia, 
representing the P.U.L., caught 
them entirely off guard w ith  a pro
posal fo r the adoption of the five- 
point program of action outlined a t 
the head of this article. Despite the 
fact that mass marches and state
wide strikes do not fa ll in  w ith  
the ir reform ist line any longer, 
they were nevertheless not ready to 
offer any substitute. The Security 
Leaguers welcomed the lead because 
such organizations, amorphous in 
character and loose in  policy, can
not help but follow  when a positive 
program is offered. The proposal 
of the P.U.L. carried unanimously,

In  the Resolutions Committee, 
P.U.L. delegate Sam Gordon offered 
resolutions in  line w ith the program 
of action proposed by the P.U.L. 
The Stalinists Steve Nelson and 
John Parks argued against the res
olution fo r a mass march, for- in 
stance, on the grounds that th is was 
too radical a step. What the work-

ers needed was a Social Security 
People’s Congress broad enough to 
bring them the support o f the 
churches, the lodges, etc. Although 
they had a packed m ajority of the 
committee as against the lone rep
resentative of the P.U.L., they nev
ertheless backed down and changed 
the words “ Social Security People’s 
Congress’’ to “ mass action,” In the 
resolution they Anally adopted. On 
the floor they discarded the resolu
tion altogether and fe ll into line 
w ith extra zeal fo r the mass march 
to Harrisburg. (“Our line’s been 
changed again.” )

P .U X . for Beal United Front
On the question of organization, 

Gordon proposed a resolution set
ting up a continuations committee 
w ith  equal representation fo r a ll 
the major organizations partic i
pating in the conference; each or
ganization to have veto power; a ll 
decisions requiring a unanimous 
vote to be acted upon. Here the 
Stalinists showed their real hand. 
They proposed a- resolution calling 
fo r the Establishment o f a perma
nent committee, w ith  headquarters 
in  Harrisburg, a ll decision requir
ing a two-thirds m ajority to be 
acted upon. In  the discussion, the 
P.U.L. delegate pointed out that the 
need fo r the moment was a loyal 
united front, that mutual confidence 
needed to  be established firs t o f a ll 
and that this could be accomplished 
only by action on which 11 parties 
were agreed. The C.P. followers 
merely railroaded through th e ir res
olution, which was in  effect an a t
tempt to set up a new state organ
ization w ith  the ir packed m ajority, 
as a competitor to  the P.U.L. and 
the other state-wide organizations. 
The P.U.L. delegate was denied the 
righ t to make a m inority report by 
the S talinist m ajority.

When the question was brought 
up on the floor, th is typ ically bur
eaucratic procedure o f the Stalinists 
was defeated, the point of view of 
the P.U.L. being presented to the 
conference by Gordon. Mrs. Scher- 
merhorn of the Pennsylvania Secur
ity  League, in  a strangely dicta
to ria l fashion fo r an organization 
which professes to be democratic in 
character, rose to order the P.S.L. 
delegates not to vote on the ques
tion of unity at a ll. Bamuglia, of 
the P.U.L. followed to explain the 
stand o f his organization. He char
acterized Mrs. Scherinerhorn’s stand 
as cold-blooded in  view of the fact 
thaj; the new problems facing the 
unemployed w ith the discontinua
tion of federal and state re lie f make 
genuine unity of action imperative 
fo r the workers. But, he went on to 
say, for genuine unity to  be accom
plished the establishment of mutual 
confidence and trust was necessary. 
That could be gained only by such 
steps as proposed in the report of 
delegate Gordon.

Benjamin Changes the Line 
The Stalinists continued fo r a 

while to press the ir line of anti
unity machination amid an increas
ing tum u lt I t  remained fo r Her
bert Benjamin, as a fraternal del-

L.D. Trotsky’s W ife Makes 
N ew Appeal fo r  Son Sergei

(Continued from Page 1)
“On June 1, 1935 I  addressed 

a letter to the press in  which I  
stated that my 27 year old son 
Sergei was arrested a t the begin
ning of the year by Stalin with  
the sole aim of persecuting him  
for the political activity of Leon 
D . Trotsky. My son is a profes
sor at one of the highest tech
nical schools in  Moscow. He has 
never engaged in political activ
ity . H e has been absolutely loyal 
to the Soviet power. He has 
never even been in  correspond
ence w ith his father.

“This letter caused uneasiness 
even among the so-called ‘friends 
of the Soviet Union.’ Some of 
them sent inquiries to representa
tives of the Soviet authorities 
abroad mid in  Moscow. They 
were told that my son was *not 
in prison’ allegedly, but was un
der special surveiianoe to prevent 
him from having relations w ith  
his parents.

“As a m atter of fact no such 
relations existed (precisely for 
Sergei’s own safety) unless one 
counts the rare communications 
from my son and myself confined 
to matters of health.

“However, it  appears that the 
information that my son is ‘not 
in prison’ is absolutely false. Dur
ing the last three months I  sent 
to the address of my son’s w ife a  
very modest sum in  a bank check 
to aid her, if  such were possible, 
in helping Sergei. Having had no 
receipt from her, I  made several 
inquiries at the bank, a ll in  vain. 
On November 6 the Norwegian 
Credit Bank informed me that 
‘the orders In  question were not 
executed since the recipient could 
not be found at the address indi
cated.’

“So they have also arrested my 
son’s wife, who works in  a li
brary, who is utterly free of any 
political activity, and who in  re
cent years has been struggling

against tuberculosis. 3 months 
ago this young woman was still at 
liberty and she was the ONLY 
person who could have concerned 
herself with helping Sergei. The 
only reason for this arrest could 
have been my attempt to send 
her money.

“Any International committee 
of honest and sincere people could 
establish without trouble that the 
arrest of my daughter-in-law was 
due to no other reason.

“I  can only ask myself: How 
to explain this last arrest? Is  it  
purely and simply out of feelings 
of vengeance, an arrest which 
does not have the slightest justi
fication or political significance? 
Or is it  that Stalin finds It  neces
sary to hide from public opinion 
the REAL fate of my son? I  can
not free myself of the thought 
that taking the hew circumstanc
es Into consideration, the rumor 
circulated by the Soviet authori
ties that my son is ‘not in  prison? 
takes on a most fatal and irre 
parable significance. I f  Sergei is 
not in  prison then where is he? 
And where now is his wife?

N A TH A LIE  TROTSKY.” 
Nov. 15, 1935

egate, to  pu ll the chestnuts out of 
the fire fo r them. Sweeping aside 
the whole line of argument o f his 
co-Stalinists, he expressed alarm 
lest the whole conference be blown 
up and suggested that the Councils 
w ithdraw their resolution alto
gether. This was done w ith  amaz
ing promptness. The Stalinists thus 
admitted the collapse o f the ir whole 
maneuver and the actual aohiev- 
ments of the conference were re
stricted to the few concrete united 
fron t actions described above.

The P.U.L. is devoting itse lf to 
the concrete tasks agreed upon at 
the conference: building the genu
ine un ity of-the unemployed in  ac
tion.

CHICAGO M EETING  
“W ill the Industrial Unionists 

Capture the A. P. of L.?” 
Speaker:

P A U L  H E R M A N  
MONDAY, DEC. 23, 8 P.M. 

1214 N . Washtenaw Ave.
Ausp: Branch 2, W.P., Chicago

WORKERS
Protect Yourselves Against the 

Hazards of life . Join the
WORKMEN’S SICK & DEATH  
B EN EFIT FUND OF TH E  UJ8.

1884-1935
Organized, managed by and fo r 

workers w ith  only one purpose: 
to render protection to members 
and the ir fam ilies, and to sup
port a ll endeavors and struggles 
for the improvement of toilers.

About 50,000 members organ
ized in 350 branches. Reserves 
$3,400,000.

Death benefit graded accord
ing to age a t entry. Sick benefit 
payments from  $360 to $900—to 
men and women, according to 
classes.

Monthly assessments from  45c 
to $2.20.

For further inform ation apply 
to Main Office:
714 Seneca Avia, Brooklyn, N. Y.
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Dorr's Rebellion
By Leighton Rigby

AMERICAN W ORKERS! W E MUST U N ITE ! The struggle for ^only one way out 
bread has thrown us together, has molded our several interests into 
common ones. In  our fight against starvation we travel the same road.
W E MUST BE COMRADES! United we are invincible! Together 
we can win freedom!

W hile we are divided, the controllers of .wealth are our masters, 
our rulers. Can we doubt this when city governments always heed 
the call of the wealthy and send the police to crack our skulls? When 
the state governments despatch troops to mow us down at factory 
gates?

They talk of peace on earth, good w ill toward men. But there can 
he no peace while workers starve! There can be no good w ill toward 
men who force our children to go half naked, half fed!

AMERICAN W ORKERS! Our own revolutionary heritage can 
serve to spur us onward. We have always fought against oppression!
Let’s shout out: R E B IR TH , NOT R E L IE F ! ONWARD TO TH E  
WORKERS’ STATE AND CONSISTENT DEMOCRACY!!

*  *  *  $

New Oppression, New Revolts
When the workers and farmers 

who had fought fo r the “ righ t to 
life , libe rty and the pursuit of hap
piness”  returned to the ir homes at 
the close of the W ar for Indepen
dence, they were not long in  grasp
ing the ir real position. Those “ in 
alienable rights”  were theirs only 
i f  they were freemen, had no debts 
and owned property.

Their oppressors were the money 
lenders, the land owners and spec
ulators, the slavers and the indus
tria lis ts . The oppressed were jailed 
fo r debts, branded fo r m inor crimes, 
lashed and enslaved. To te ll a ll 
the “ punitive”  measures in  use 
would be to f ill several columns.

In  New Hampshire, several hun
dred workers and farmers, armed 
w ith  muskets and clubs, marched 
■on Exeter. They demanded of the 
general court a reduction in  taxes 
and paper money w ith  which to pay 
the ir debts. Troops drove them 
away.

In  Vermont, Thomas Lee, a vet
eran who returned h o m e  t o  be 
■quickly ja iled  fo r debts, led a 
march on Rutland, demanding that 
lawyers be excluded from  the 
court. The marchers fu rthe r insist
ed upon cancellation o f the ir many 
debts and other re lie f measures. 
Again troops dispersed the op
pressed.

Then came Shay’s rebellion and, 
close on its  heels, the “venerable”  
Constitution. I t  was not u n t i l  
fifty  years had passed tha t the dis
cussion entered into by the framers 
o f the Constitution was revealed. 
The document was pla inly inspired 
by the ru ling  classes to be used in 
the ir interests. W hat was said be
hind locked doors a t the constitu
tional convention was not made 
public u n til a fter the aged James 
Madison had died. The reasons are 
obvious.

Freedom fo r Property Owners
But the Constitution failed to 

put an end to rebellions. Oppres
sion s till continued, as it  does to- 
3ay, even i f  i t  was made legal in 
the prettiest o f words. Slavery, 
w hite and black, was not abolished; 
•debtors went to ja il;  foreclosures 
were not dim inished; and suffrage 
was s till confined to property 
holders. In  short, the Constitution 
improved the workers’ lo t not one 
iota.

Most o f the state constitutions, 
i f  not a ll, spoke of man’s “ free and 
equal”  creation, but the ir bodies 
shamefully covered up the implica
tions in  the preambles. Property 
was the basis fo r the righ t to  vote 
and hold office. In  other words, a ll 
men were free and equal i f  they 
belonged to the ru ling  classes.

D orr’s Debelliin was a manifesta
tion  of m ilitancy on the, part o f the 
non-landholding class in  Rhode. Is
land. Led by Thomas Wilson .Dorr, 
th is armed uprising brought about 
what could not have been accom
plished in  any other way. I t  
brought the rig h t to vote to the 
mechanics and cotton m ill workers 
•of Providence and Bristo l, forcing 
the  property holders to accept pop
u la r rule, 
is  as unw illing  to surrender its  po
sition. There Is a lesson in  D orr’s 
Rebellion.

Peaceful Action Unsuccessful
A t least six peaceful attempts 

were made <to scrap the old colonial 
charter of Rhode Island in favor 
o f a new constitution. Each time 
the Change was blocked, either by 
the voters (the property holders) 
or the legislature. Each try  was 
more m ilitan t than the one before 
it, and by 1841 the workers were 
fu lly  aroused. Mass meetings were 
held, and men marched.

D orr was recognized as the lead
e r of the movement, and it  was on 
h is  orders that a constitutional 
•convention was held on October 4. 
A  constitution was drawn up and 
la te r submitted to the people as a 
whole. An overwhelming m ajority 
o f the fourteen thousand who voted 
■on the m atter of adopting the 
People’s Constitution cast favorable 
ballots, and on January 12; 1842, 
the People’s Convention declared 
the constitution to be in effect,

But the legislature under the 
charter did not s it id ly  by through 
the growing storm. Late in  March 
th a t body enacted the “ Algerine”  
law, declaring a ll meetings such as 
the People’s 'Convention illegal. 
Pines and Imprisonment were pro
vided.

Dual Government in  R.1:
Disregarding the Algerine law, 

the workers held an election on 
A p ril 18 under the People’s Consti
tution. Dorr was elected governor, 
and on May 3 he was Inducted into 
•Office. He delivered his inaugural 
address in  an old foundry building 
which was the seat of the new gov

ernment. The new legislature was 
in  session two days, and, not a t a ll 
strangely, Its firs t b it o f legisla
tion was a b ill repealing the Alger
ine law. And so Rhode Island had 
two governments.

D orr set out fo r Washington a l
most as soon as he had made his 
inaugural address. The charter 
legislature had appealed to the fed
eral government fo r help, and Dorr 
hoped to persuade President Tyler 
to change his already expressed un
favorable opinion o f the new gov
ernment. But Governor D orr was 
received coldly, and, discouraged, 
he le ft Washington to return home. 
Stopping a t New York, he was 
warm ly greeted and even given the 
promise of fighting men should the 
need fo r them arise. He was en
couraged then, even i f  the m ilita ry  
aid did not come to him  later.

Upon his return to Providence, 
he addressed a crowd numbering in 
the thousands. H is .talk was m il
itant, stirring , punctuated by cuts 
through the a ir by the saber he 
brandished. He was appealing for 
an armed conflict to oust the prop
ertied classes. He found that sev
eral o f the new state' officials had 
been jailed in  his absence. He saw

The Armed Assault
On May 17, four hundred insur

rectionists, led by Dorr, gained pos
session of two cannons and a few 
muskets. Late a t night, they 
marched to seize the town arsenal. 
The guards refused admission to 
Dorr, and a battle ensued. The can
nons proved Ineffective, either be
cause o f mechanical defects or 
fau lty operation. The fighting was 
mostly hand to hand, w ith  occa
sional gunfire. Extreme darkness 
and a heavy fog made identification 
of opponents d ifficult. On the fo l
lowing day, D orr was driven to 
Connecticut.

Again the workers tried on June 
25. But m artia l law  was declared, 
and the Jails bulged w ith  po litica l 
prisoners. A price o f five thousand 
dollars was put on the head of the 
People’s governor.

D orr returned to Providence on 
October 31 of the follow ing year 
and was immediately arrested. He 
was faced by a ju ry  made up of 
“Algerines,”  natura lly hostile to 
him, and was sentenced to life  im 
prisonment. In  1845 he was re
leased because o f popular resent
ment, although he steadfastly re
fused to swear allegiance to the 
state of Rhode Island. H is citizen
ship was not restored u n til 1851.

The People’s Constitution was 
maneuvered out o f existence. Dorr 
had the satisfaction, however, of 
seeing a fa irly  acceptable substitute 
put in its  place. The Constitution 
of 1843, replacing the colonial char
ter, embodied most o f the things 
for which D orr fought. I t  was 
drawn up and submitted to the 
voters because of D orr’s Rebellion, 
but i t  is probable that the manu
facturers, rather than the workers 
themselves, had the busiest hands 
drafting it.
(Next Week: The Debs Rebellion)

WPA FACTS-  
POLICIES
(Continued from  Page 1)

enth largest c ity in  the U.S., re
ceives $45 a month per WPA work
er—and there is not one single 
“ white-collar” project In the city. 
In  the North, New York City 
reaches top ( ! ) on the “ unskilled” 
labor projects w ith  $60 a month per 
WPA worker. Bountiful wages fo r 
a fam ily man in thè Cosmopolitan 
C ity : $13.85 per week. Of 225,000 
on WPA in New York C ity as of 
Dec. 1, only 30,000 are on white 
collar projects o f the $73 class and 
up. These facts alone are enough 
to blow to bits the bunkum of the 
high wages so loudly heralded. The 
tru th  is that many thousands, (par
ticu la rly large fam ilies; and in  
small towns) receive less than they 
got on re lie f!

The WPA has brought hundreds, 
thousands together on projects. 
They are not unemployed “ proper.” 
They are not a t home, w ith in  four 
walls, w aiting fo r an “ investi
gator,”  or “ v is ito r” to bring the re
lie f check o f a “ benevolent”  govern
ment. T h e i r  psychology has 
changed: they can now th ink and 
act as a social force. And th is is 
of: decisive importance. For they 
learn more quickly, are more ready 
to act—are eager for a m ilitan t or
ganization that w ill lead the way. 
I t  is th is feature o f the WPA that 
leads to new hope fo r the unem
ployed—as well as the influence i t  
w ill have fo r the trade union move
ment.

m . THE UNIONS
There is a *basic tie-up between 

The ru ling class todajr("the trade union movement, the 
WPA and the unemployed: in pro
gram and action. There is a crisis: 
no worker in  private industry is 
sure of his job ; the unemployed 
have no jobs nor prospects of Jobs. 
There is no security in  sight. More 
than that—the union movement is 
recognizing that the WPA w ill be 
directed as fa r as the government 
of the capitalists is concerned, into 
a drive tQ lower the standard of 
liv ing o f the labor movement as a 
whole. The alarm that spread 
through the unions was à healthy 
reaction ! And promising fo r the 
future. W ith in  WPA ranks this 
alarm struck an equally significant 
response.

W ill the unemployed, the WPA 
and the trade unions fight together? 
This has been answered even before 
the WPA was called into existence 
—and conclusively proved in  the 
past two months. The question is 
posed: WPA workers, fight fo r pre
vailing union wages on the projects. 
The WPA w ill not last forever. 
When i t  is over you w ill be again 
looking fo r jobs. I f  you don’t  resist 
now, you w ill yourselves become a 
factor weakening the trade unions 
and the bosses w ill use your wage 
scale and you d irectly to  smash ex
isting wage rates. As the WPA con
tinues to tighten up, passing the 
firs t stage of looseness, you w ill be 
doing jobs fo r which labor as a 
whole Should be getting -union 
wages. Trade unionists: Join w ith  
the WPA and unemployed workers 
In a fight fo r social and unemploy
ment insurance. This is your duty 
to those whom you ask to preserve 
your already lowered standard o f 
living. Your jobs are uncertain—

tomorrow you may be unemployed.
W ill they figh t together? Yes! I t  

was done before the WPA in the 
great Minneapolis strike—7,000 
FERA and unemployed workers 
left, projects and not only did not 
scab, but fought i t  out w ith  the 
strikers on the picket line. They 
had the ir unemployed organization, 
the Minneapolis Central Council of 
Workers, w ith  representatives on 
on the Central Trades and Labor 
Council. In  Toledo it  was the un
employed and re lie f workers who 
salvaged the lost Auto-Lite strike 
and lifted  the trade union move
ment o f that city onto its  feet in 
one of the grandest battles in the 
history o f American Labor.

IV . ORGANIZATION
Organization! I t  is indispen

sable ; i t  is invincib le ! In  the re
cent strike in early August in  New 
York, its  power carried the firs t 
strike of WPA workers to speedy 
victory—against General Johnson’s 
threat and u ltim atum : “ This is a 
strike against th e  government, 
against the people of the United 
States.”  Result: Reduction o f hours 
so as to bring the rates paid to  the- 
level of prevailing union scales. 
•Why these results? Because the 
strike found instant response and 
spread—and unions supported I t ! 
E lectrical workers local 3, carpen
ters local 2090, painters local 905, 
and bricklayers local 37. The WPA 
had threatened to set in to  motion 
the trade unions. Deeply, immeas
urably significant! Even against 
the w ill of the reactionary leader
ship of the A  F. o f L., the unem
ployment question makes its  way in 
to the unions through the WPA.

Allentown; one month la te r: 
strike! Twenty-five labor organiza
tions including the Central Trades 
and Labor Council endorsed the 
strike in public conference. Result: 
spread strike and won statewide 
victory of -10 per cent increases in 
wages and cut .of hours from  140 
per month to 120 per month.

Already numerous labor bodies 
have endorsed the fight fo r prevail
ing wage rates on the W'PA pro
jects. Thus fa r, i t  is true, there 
has been no national tie-up organ
izationally between the A. F. o f L. 
and the WPA-Unemployed organiza
tions. But in every strike that has 
taken plate (either those led by 
unions and supported by unem
ployed-relief workers or vise-versa) 
delegates have been seated on Cen
tra l Labor bodies or conferences 
that created jo in t executive organs 
'have served the purpose. The logic 
and life  of the struggles themselves 
solidified and joined the movements 
programatically and organization
a lly ; and victor resulted almost in 
variably.

V. WHAT TO DO
How to organize the field? WPA 

thus fa r seems to be confined to the 
eastern and mid-western sections of 
the country, mostly in  the larger 
cities. Almost universally the pro
ject local is the basis o f organiza
tion—and seems to be the best fo r 
the coming period. They are tied 
up in the unemployed organizations 
w ith th e  unemployed “ proper”  
through the central bodies. The 
experiences of the Workers Alliance 
of America and the National Unem
ployed League—the two large or
ganizations o f WPA-unemployed 
in  the country, and the organiza
tions that have led the past m ili
tant strikes—indicate that that is 

the form  of organization.

The Significance of the Browder-Thomas 
Debate for the Revolutionary Movement

By ARNE SWABECK
The complete stenographic re

port, printed in  the D aily Worker 
fo r Dec. 14, fu lly  confirms the un
usual character of the Browder- 
Thomas debate, held in  the New 
York Madison Square Garden on 
November 27. I t  reveals in  some 
respects a historical reversal of 
roles o f the two parties: The Com
munist Party now standing on the 
platform  of social-patriotism while 
the Socialist Party, endeavoring to 
rid  itse lf of its  righ t wing ballast, 
is moving in a leftward direction 
and its  representative presenting 
the im portant arguments in  the de
bate.

Norman Thomas defended m ili- 
tantly the position of the Socialist 
Party. I t  was, of course, not the 
position o f the Social Democracy of 
1914 nor the position of the Old 
Guard. Thomas spoke from the 
point of view of the Socialist work
ers who have moved leftward and 
attacked the perfidious social-patri
otism o f Stalinism. Undoubtedly 
he was more to the le ft than usual, 
b lithely accused by Browder of 
using phrases in  the style o f T ro t
sky. “ I t  is certainly something new 
in the world when Socialists find 
obstacles to the united fron t in  a 
supposed move to the right by the 
Communists,”  said Browder. He 
was bewildered and unable to un
derstand that Socialists could ac
tua lly  have learned from the dis
astrous international working class 
defeats and draw certain conclu
sions tending in a revolutionary 
direction.

The Lines Cross
Apparently Thomas feels the 

sharp rightward turn of the Stal
inists equally bewildering. “ Here 
we are confused,” he said, “ we are 
confused by the nature and the 
magnitude of the change, by the 
fa r point in the arch to which the 
pendulum has swung.” As for 
Browder, the only thing that can 
be said in this respect, is that he 
adhered to the present “ line.” In  
a bureaucratic system where lead
ers appear, not in their own rights 
or by virtue of their own political 
abilities but simply because they 
are the most consummate and most 
servile type of mediocrities, suffi
ciently flexible, however, to fit into 
this system, nothing else could be 
expected.

So Thomas argued fo r the So
cialist road, in rea lity building up 
a case, not against Communism, 
but against its  S talinist emascula
tion. He quoted profusely from 
the “ th ird  period”  position of t-he 
Stalinists. Their official declara
tions aimed to “ break-up the re
form ist unions,”  and to “ destroy 
the American Federation of Labor.” 
They “ rejected any alliance w ith 
Social Democracy.”  One quotation 
read: “ Therefore, to beat the en
emy, the bourgeoisie, we must d i
rect the main blow against its  chief 
social bulwark, against the chief 
enemy of Communism, in the work
ing class, against Social Democra
cy, against Social Fascism.”  To 
this there was no answer from 
Browder. An honest leader, when 
departing from such a position and 
going over to the exact opposite, 
would, in any case, be obligated to 
admit the fa ls ity  of the past and 
explain to his follow ing the reason 
fo r the change. But Browder made 
no such attempt. He made no a t
tempt to defend the Communist 
road and he could not do so since 
the ideological baggage of Stalin
ism is now entirely devoid of any 
ideas o f Communism.

“ Come to Jesus”
Browder had thoughts only fo r 

an escape from the pointed charges 
made by Thomas. Throughout the 
debate he reiterated continuously 
in  the most garrulous, cringing and 
grovelling fashion his plea for 
un ity : "W hy can’t  we unite on a 
wide campaign? . . . Why can’t  we 
work jo in tly  in  these mass organ
izations? . . . Why can’t  we unite 
forces to begin building? . . . Why 
don’t we do it? ”  Why, oh why—in 
the style of bhe evangelist—why 
don’t  you come to Jesus tonight? 
Only the deepest feeling of revul
sion could arise from the cringing 
tone of this supposed spokesman 
fo r communism, repugnant and dis
tasteful to upright, conscious work
ers.

Browder pleaded fo r a united

The im portant points, however, 
aside from the question o f internal 
form of organization stand out 
clearly :

WPA Is designed to s till the m il
itancy o f unemployed and use them 
as a force against the union move
ment and the standard of living.

The answers are clear as well.
I. For prevailing wage stan

dards on WPA projects: 6 hour 
day, 5 day week, $30 a week,

II. For jo in t strike actions of 
unions, WPA, unemployed.

I I I .  For a jo in t national fight 
for social Unemployment insurance.

Tie up the WPA fight w ith  the 
unions and we strengthen the fight 
of the progressives w ith in  the A. F. 
o f L. against the reactionary lead
ership. Tie i t  up, and we ra lly  the 
advanced sections o f the employed 
and Unemployed in  an economic 
ana political fight agkinst capital
ism.

fron t not only fo r the everyday 
struggles of the workers, but also 
fo r the defeat of the class enemy: 
“Comrades,”  he said, "le t me put 
the question sharply: Between to
day and a future victory of Fas
cism in  the United States there 
stands h istorica lly only one thing 
—a powerful people’s anti-Fascist 
front, a Farmer-Labor Party.”

No, this is false to the core: Be
tween today and a future victory 
of Fascism there stands firs t o f1 a ll 
the historic necessity o f a revolu
tionary party and a revolutionary 
policy. Only w ith  th is essential 
prerequisite can a united fron t de
feat Fascism. And whatever may 
be said in  favor of one side, i t  is 
certain that neither of the parties 
whose representatives met in  th is 
debate present such a policy or 
constitute such a party.

People's Front
To Norman Thomas this new 

“ line”  o f the C. P. appeared be
wildering and unreal. He undoubt
edly had in  mind the fran tic  pleas 
fo r unity. Otherwise the new 
“ line” stood out in  a very real sense 
in  every Issue touched upon in the 
debate. The most Important of 
these issues deserve special com
ment here.

Some caustic criticism  of the 
people’s front was offered by 
Thomas, motivated in  the main by 
his doubts of the “sincerity”  of his 
opponents. The People’s Front in 
France he considered, however, to 
be a great achievement. In  view 
of this i t  seems strange that he 
should find faults w ith  the New 
York C. P. election platform  from 
which he quoted the demands for, 
“ a people’s front, uniting workers, 
farmers, unemployed, profession
als, small business men, Protest
ants, Catholics, Jews, Socialists, 
Democrats, Republicans.” On a 
small scale, and adapted to the 
American scene, this platform  mere
ly proposed what the people’s fron t 
in France actually is. The d iffer
ence is only in  magnitude; the 
policy, w ith its  confusion and de
ception, is the same. In  France 
the Radical Socialist Party, whose 
leader is H erriot, one of the senior 
partners in the Laval government, 
gives its  own peculiar political 
nuance to the people’s front. This 
party s till represents today that 
po litical instrument of the big 
bourgeoisie which is best adapted 
to_the traditions and the prejudices 
o f  the petty-bourgeoisie. Its  pro
gram is the national defense of im- 
jie ria lis t France.

The Franco-Soviet Pact 
Thomas did assert that i t  troub

led him a little  to see his “ Com
munist friends make more love to 
H erriot than to Leon Blum.”  This 
love-making, however, flows from 
definite po litica l considerations and 
from the kind of politica l consid
erations which have now become 
the guiding line fo r Soviet foreign 
policy under the Stalin regime. In 
this instance, most particularly, 
the considerations of the Franco- 
Soviet pact. Its  contradiction w ith 
the class interests of the proleta
ria t should be apparent, fo r Thom
as was absolutely correct when he 
complained about the love making 
to H erriot. To the extent he did, 
liis  criticism  of the Franco-Soviet 
pact he was also correct. But he 
did not nearly say a ll that should 
have been said. He reminded the 
audience of the Stalin-Laval com

munique to the effect th a t: “ M.
Stalin understands and fu lly  ap
proves the national defense policy 
of France in  keeping her armed 
forces on a level required fo r se
curity.”  Thomas called the Franco- 
Soviet pact a “ m ilita ry  pact w ith 
that dishonest broker, Laval of 
France . . .  an endorsement of an 
army which in bourgeois France is 
s till a probable source o f Fascist 
trouble, an endorsement of an army 
under a Premier who even now is 
probably double-crossing Russia!” 
In  his rebuttal he exclaimed "a 
very terrib le  responsibility was 
taken by Stalin when he specifical
ly  told Communists to stop their 
agitation w ith in  the French army, 
fo r that, and only that, was the 
meaning of his endorsement of 
French m ilita ry  preparations.”

And what did Browder have to 
say on th is question? He brushed 
it  aside in a very simple bureau
cratic fashion. To him th is c r iti
cism had no significance whatever, 
fo r had not “ the Socialists and 
Communists registered a tremen
dously big increase in votes”  in  the 
municipal elections? But this, Mr. 
Browder, entirely begs the ques
tion. Big election gains, yes even 
tremendously big election gains, 
m ight very well have been scored 
w ithout the existence of the 
Franco-Soviet pact. Moreover, in 
the final analysis, these election 
gains can prove only pyrrhic vic
tories because they rest upon a 
foundation o f political solidariza- 
tion between Stalin and the brig
ands of French, imperialism. This 
strike-breaking act of Stalin, who 
“ fu lly  approves the national de
fense policy of France,”  Browder 
was unable to explain away or even 
to cover up.

The Smell of O il 
Turning to the question of the 

League of Nations and sanctions, 
Thomas remained aggressively c rit
ical. When seeking to dramatize 
his point by saying he wished he 
could address himself to the dead 
amongst the Ethiopian and Ita lian  
soldiers who had “ fallen because 
of Ita ly ’s use of tanks driven by 
o il sold by the Soviet Republic,”  he 
was greeted w ith  boos and hisses 
from the largest section o f the au
dience which was made up of Stal
in ist sympathizers. On the ques
tion of an o il embargo he accused 
the Soviet Union of class-collabora
tion. Together w ith this he stressed 
the necessity of organizing the 
strength o f the workers to impose 
their own sanctions, which he did 
not believe could be done by “ tra il
ing along w ith  the League of Na
tions, w ith B ritish  imperialism, 
w ith B rita in ’s navy in the Medi
terranean and w ith  the sale of o il 
to Mussolini a<t the same time.”  

Unquestionably the Soviet Union 
could have set a magnificent ex
ample and inspired the workers 
everywhere to struggle against War,- 
if  it  had refused demonstratively 
to sell o il to Mussolini. But to 
Browder this meant nothing. In 
his opinion such a refusal would 
mean merely face-saving device fo r 
the Soviet Union because Ita ly  
could get plenty of o il elsewhere. 
He insisted the Soviet Union was 
doing something more practical fo r 
Ethiopia, “ through its  growing in 
ternational power in  diplomacy,”  
to work fo r a real world-wide em
bargo, as he called it, against Ita ly. 
So far, however, the road of dip
lomacy has produced nothing tan

gible outside o f the dastardly 
Hoare-Laval “peace”  plan fo r the 
dismemberment of Ethiopia. Sanc
tions, in the thieves jargon of dip
lomacy, means war. And the 
League of Nations, to which the 
Soviet Union is affiliated, is begin
ning to assume its  proper function 
as the general Staff of world imper
ialism.

Jingo Browder
What were the positions present

ed on the question o f the defense 
of the Soviet Union? On this point 
Browder spoke w ithout equivoca
tion. P icturing an attack by Ger
many and Japan upon the Soviet 
Union, he asked: “ W ill the m ilitan t 
Socialists adopt a position of neu
tra lity?  W ill they advocate the 
slogan ‘Keep America Out of War?’ 
Impossible!” W hat jingoism ! In  
this exclamation Browder nominat
ed himself as recruiting-sergeant 
fo r “ Uncle Sam” ; and I t  did not 
make matters any better that he 
misnamed th is as “ patriotism  to 
the cause o f the working class, 
patriotism  to the only country of 
Socialism today.”

This only gave Thomas an op
portunity to ask: “ Since when have 
Marxists learned the doctrine of 
the State so as to believe that 
workers in  m inority parties can 
tu rn  capitalistic armies into red 
armies before those armies have 
been defeated as in  Czarist Rus
sia? . .  . The chief consideration is 
to  organize the workers against 
capitalism, against fascism, against 
war, fo r world-wide Socialism ”  
Yes, this is the chief consideration.

We may ask further, would the 
United States under any condition 
enter into a war for 'the defense of 
the Soviet Union, fo r the defense 
o f the country of Socialism? Ob
viously not. I t  would enter a war 
only fo r its  own im perialist pur
poses, and to take the position, 
taken by Browder, could mean 
nothing else but to throw the work
ing class support behind the gov
ernment controlled by the Morgans 
and the Rockefellers fo r the fu r
therance of these im perialist pur
poses. These people have entirely 
(forgotten that the enemy is at 
home. And besides, the only way 
really to defend the Soviet Union 
is to fight against one’s own bour
geoisie and to  organize in  the proc
ess of this fight the world revolu
tionary party that w ill be capable 
of making an end to capitalism.

On the final question of impor
tance in th is debate, namely the 
proletarian dictatorship, i t  might 
be said that Thomas had a certain 
justification fo r asking Browder, In 
view of the latters boast o f “ the 
final and irrevocable victory of 
socialism on one sixth of the 
earth,”  i f  Russia is s till *so weak 
that she cannot extend c iv il liber
ties now w ith in  her own borders. 
But Thomas displayed equally the 
fa ls ity  of his own position in re
gards to th is cardinal question of 
Marxism In arguing against a 
“ party dictatorship.”  A  revolution
ary party can have no interests* 
separate and apart from  those of 
the working class and consequently 
I t  can have no interests opposed to 
those of the working class. Nor 
is this what has taken place in 
the Soviet Union. On the contrary. 
The party is strangled by a bu
reaucracy that has usurped a ll 
power to itse lf. Hence the strug
gle of the revolutionists is. fo r the 
rebuilding o f the party of Lenin 
and Trotsky.

The Madison Square Garden de
bate saw Norman Thomas as- pre
senting the im portant arguments 
on every fundamental point, m lli- 
bantly, c ritica l and arguing from 
the le ft against the reactionary po
sition o f Browder. As said in  the 
beginning of th is article, th is ind i
cates in  some respects a historical 
reversal of roles o f the two parties. 
But the Socialist Party has so fa r 
taken only one step leftward.
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Defense Forces Rally Against A nti-Labor Repression
Appeal Denied Cal. 

Class W ar Victims
Norman M ini, Prisoner 57606 in 

Ban Quentin, and his fellow-work
ers who were sentenced w ith  him 
to 14 years fo r union activities, is 
t>eing denied the righ t to appeal 
h is case, according to a statement 
ju s t issued by Herbert Solow, Sec
retary o f the National Sacramento 
Appeal Committee.

M ini, who was charged w ith  
crim inal syndicalism but was guilty 
only o f union activ ity and opposi
tion to the existing social order, 
was the victim  of an anti-union 
drive organized by the California 
State Chamber of Commerce and 
the Associated Farmers, Inc, These 
organizations, which, as the N.S. 
A.C. has proven, have a secret fund 
to  finance the prosecution o f union 
organizers throughout California, 
are using their influence on the 
courts to prevent M ini and the 
other Sacramento prisoners from 
upsetting the illegal verdict dictat
ed against them by reactionary 
forces which controlled the Sacra
mento jury.

No Transcript Provided
The entire Sacramento appeal is 

now being held up, no copy of the 
transcript being provided by the 
state. As a result the attorneys in  
the case can not prepare their 
briefs and no date has been set to 
hear the appeal.

The Sacramento tr ia l ended A p ril 
1, w ith the conviction of eight, de
fendants. Immediately after the 
conviction, Juror Howard S. Mc- 
In tire  gave to the Non-Partisan 
Labor Defense an affidavit affirm
ing that the verdict was the result 
o f an illegal horse-trade.

Judge Dal M. Iemmon refused 
a motion fo a new tria l and sent 
the prisoners to San Quentin and 
Tehachapi. The court reporter 
failed to prepare the transcript 
W ithin the time set by law, and the 
judge gave him several extensions. 
The appeal attorneys could not. be
gin work on the transcript before 
the transcript was turned over by 
the court clerk to the country clerk 
in October.

The law of California provides 
that the County Clerk should give 
one copy o f the transcript to  the 
Attorney General, another to the 
prosecutor, and a th ird  to the de
fendant or his attorney. The clerk 
immediately sent out the two copies 
marked fo r the state officials, but 
made no move to send a copy to 
the defense.

I.L .D . Splits Defense
Due to the fla t refusal of the 

International Labor Defense to 
make a jo in t appeal fight along 
w ith  the Non-Partisan Labor De
fense, the appeal is sp lit into two 
parts. Norman M ini is represented 
by Attorney Raymond W. Hender
son of Bakersfield, California’s 
leading legal fighter against crim 
inal syndicalism prosecution. Hen
derson is retained by the National 
Sacramento Appeal Committee, 
which includes not only the. N.P.L. 
D., but also the League for Indus
tr ia l Democracy, the General De
fense Committee and ten other na
tional organizations.

Several of the other prisoners 
are represented by Leo Gallagher, 
who has been retained fo r the ir 
appeal by the l.L .D . The situation 
is additionally complicated by the 
fact, that a numlier o f the prisoners 
belonging to the Communist Party 
and advised on defense tactics by 
the I.L.D .. represent themselves 
rather than have an attirney.

The Sacramento County Clerk 
refuses to deliver the one available 
copy of the transcript either to 
Gallagher or to Henderson, on the 
grounds that he would then be re
sponsible for not having delivered 
it to whichever one he omitted. 
Moreover, he w ill not deliver i t  
even to Gallagher and Henderson 
jo in tly  because, he contends, be 
might then be held responsible by 
those l.L.D . defendants who are 
not technically represented by 
Gallagher.

Court Nullifies W rit
The court clerk refuses to pro

vide any extra copies of the trans
cript. and the county clerk, hiding 
behind the fact that the law says 
the copy shall be delivered to the 
defendant (singular) w ill do noth
ing to make the court fie ri provide 
extra copies.

W ith the approval of Attorney 
Gallagher, Attorney Henderson is 
now going to the Supreme Court of 
California in an effort to break 
open the jam in ’which the Sacra
mento Appeal Committee now finds 
itseif.

Stop L im ping! Start W alking!

Henderson recently obtained 
from  the D is tric t Court of Appeals 
in Sacramento a mandamus order
ing the county clerk to tu rn  over 
the transcript to him. The clerk 
then came to the d is tric t court and 
had the mandamus declared nu ll 
and void. He argued that he could 
not determine who is “the defen
dant”  and therefore could not le
gally turn the transcript over to 
anybody. The court conceded to 
him, and he is s itting  tig h t again.

Unless Henderson wins his fight 
in the Supreme Court, the whole 
case is tied up and innocent men 
must s it in  prison because they are 
being denied the righ t o f appeal.

Such a situation, somewhat sim
ila r in a general way to the situa
tion Angelo Herndon found him
self in when the U. S. Supreme 
Court refused on flimsy technical 
grounds to hear an appeal, would 
be very much to the satisfaction of 
the California employers’ organiz
ations who plotted th is frame-up in  
the firs t place and who are now 
doing a ll they can to make the i l 
legal, railroading convictions stick.

Henderson would then go into 
court and seek to free M ini on the 
grounds that he is “ guaranteed” 
the rig h t to appeal by the laws of 
California, but that he is being 
denied it  in effect by the fa ilu re  
of the State to provide M in i or his 
attorney w ith  a copy o f the tran
script o f tr ia l proceedings.

(Whole Defense Affected
Should Henderson win this legal 

battle a t any stage, i t  would be a 
great, victory fo r the entire de
fense. The l.L .D . and its  defend
ants would benefit along w ith  M ini.

Should the State o f California, 
pressed by the organized employ
ers, refuse to make an appeal pos
sible, the issue w ill have to go to 
the U. S. Supreme C ourt In  any 
event, the California bosses are 
compelling a long delay In the ap
peal, forcing Innocent workers to 
s it in  prison even w ithout due proc
ess o f law. The judge, o f course, 
has refused bail despite the out
rageous delay in the appeal pro
ceedings caused by the attitude of 
the State itself.

I t  goes w ithout saying that the 
employers’ gratification at th is s it
uation could have been prevented 
i f  the l.L.D . had agreed to a uni
fied defense. In that case, a ll the 
defendants would have been repre
sented either by one attorney or by 
jo in t attorneys, and cooperation 
would have been simple.

As it  is, the fact that Gallagher 
has agreed to cooperate w ith  Hen
derson In sharing the one copy of 
the transcript i f  they can ever get 
it. out of the county clerk’s hands, 
does not help, because even a joint, 
application by Henderson and Ga’ - 
lagher would be fu tile , since several 
of the l.L .D . defendants are tech
nically not represented by Galla
gher.

I.L D . Passive
The obstructive attitude of the 

l.L.D . is fu rthe r illustrated by the 
fact that they play down the news 
of th is hold-up by the State. What 
little  news they p rin t about i t  is 
distorted in order to conceal the 
fact that the N.S.A.C. and Hender
son have already gotten busy break
ing the log-jam, while the I.LD . 
forces remain passive, except for 
publishing a pamphlet devoted in 
part to lying attacks on the N.P. 
L.D., M ini, and his tr ia l attorney, 
Albert Goldman.

The I.L.D .’s “ united fron t”  de
fense conference does nothing to 
support Attorney Henderson’s fight.

In  addition to pushing the legal 
fight on the question of the tran
script, the N.S.A.C. continues its  
work ra lly ing  mass support fo r the 
Sacramento prisoners. An appeal 
is being sent to unions throughout 
the country asking them to adopt 
resolutions to be sent to the Cali
fornia officials demanding the free
dom of the eight Sacramento union 
organizers.

The Los Angeles branch of the 
National Sacramento Appeal Com
mittee has just held a mass meet
ing on the case in Walker Auditor
ium. A large crowd of workers 
attended to hear Dr. H arry W. 
Laidler, chairman of the N.S.A.C.,

Due to the added legal steps 
necessitated by the tie-up of the 
appeal, the N.S.A.C. needs addi
tional funds. Funds and resolu
tions calling fo r the release o f the 
prisoners should be sent at once to 
the National Sacramento Appeal 
Committee. Room 707. 41 Union 
Square, New York City.

T HE) class struggle goes on, and the executive 
arm of the employing class, the State and a ll 

its  institutions, cracks down on the workers of 
America.

Sacramento, Minneapolis, Atlanta, Harlan, Fargo, 
Brooklyn, from coast to coast, police, judges, v ig il
antes combine to persecute, not only revolutionists, 
but union organizers, strikers, unemployed asking 
fo r relief, and even “ Modern Democrats,”  who dare 
to buck a Tammanyized c ity  adm inistration In 
Tampa. Illegal arrests, frame-up tria ls , denial of 
appeals on technical grounds, abduction, beating, 
murder . . .  a ll in  the name of justice, democracy, 
law  and order.

The news reports on th is  page indicate, not only 
the need fo r a powerful unified defense movement, 
but the fact that for the first time in  many years 
some measure of unity Is  being achieved on defense
Issues. Joint committees are functioning In the 
Sacramento, Tampa, Herndon, Harlan and other 
cases. Bach committee includes several working 
class currents. Some already have signal victories 
to  the ir cred it

We greet th is development as a heartening sign 
o f progress in  the defense field. Credit belongs to 
the N.P.L.D., which we endorse and support, fo r the 
Important part i t  has played in  promoting th is move
ment. United defense activities were in itia ted locally 
in« New York by the N.P.L.D. in  the victorious 
Robins-Grae campaign, and on a national scale in 
the National Sacramento Appeal campaign.

Today there exist a whole series of united de
fense committees on separate cases. But almost a ll 
o f them lim p a b it organizationally. The l.L .D . is 
absent from  the National Sacramento Appeal Com
mittee because i t  refuses to  unify the defense. The 
LL.D . is not on the Tampa Committee because the 
Socialist in itia to rs  o f the Committee have refused so 
fa r to invite  Ithem, The l.L .D . is absent from  the 
Kentucky Miners’ Committee because’ the Harlan 
prisoners have not yet forgiven the Communist Party 
its  wrecking tactics in  Harlan County a few years 
ago. Both the I.L.D . and the Socialist defense forces 
are missing from  the Ferrero-Sallito Committee .

The General Defense Committee (I.W .W .) and 
the N.P.L.D. alone are in  a ll these jo in t bodies.

This Is an intolerable situation. The amputated 
character o f most of these committees detracts from 
the ir strength and efficiency. The fact that in  a 
number of the committees—Herndon and Kentucky— 
the control o f the policy is vested in only one organ
isation, w ith  the others aoting as auxiliaries, has 
rendered d ifficu lt the coordination of the legal work 
w ith  a ll the m ilitan t mass campaigns.

Despite these and other weaknesses in  organiza- 
tiob and policy, the new development of jo in t de
fense work is a step in  the rig h t direction. But R 
is time these various committees stopped limping 
along w ith  one leg shorter than the other, and began 
to march together toward one unified defense organ
ization.

Once a ll the jo in t committees include the four 
defense organizations—the N.P.L.D., the L. and S, D. 
the I,L.D . and the G.D.C.—everybody w ith  a sense 
of the practical would begin to th ink about central
izing the work o f these various bodies. I f  the com
bined forces o f these groups could firs t be thrown 
together into the struggle on behalf o f these out
standing cases, on the basis of a tw in policy of sound 
legal action and organized mass support along m ili
tant lines, the American working class would come 
a long way forward from tre  state o f interna l dis
unity in  the defense field which accompanied “ the 
th ird  period”  o f Stalinism.

The eventual creation o f a m ilitan t mass defense 
organization, embracing a ll the organized groupings 
in  the labor movement, has been advocated by the 
N.P.L.D. fo r almost two years. We have supported 
the ir efforts to build sucb an organization from  the 
very first.

Who, then, Is blocking the road? F irs t o f a ll, the 
Communist Party. W ithout going into the past, le t 
us look a t the present. Last week the D aily Worker 
carried an editoria l hailing the trium ph of the united 
defense movement in  the Herndon case and urging 
the extension o f th is defense un ity to the Tampa, 
Terre Haute and Seottsboro cases, cases in  which 
the victims are members o f the Socialist or Commu
n ist parties.

But the Stalinists failed to mention the skeleton 
in  their closet, the Sacramento case, in  which Nor
man M ini, a member of the Workers Party, is in 
volved. Can anyone take seriously the S talin ist ca ll 
fo r defense unity so long as they continue to slander 
and sp lit the defense movement in the Sacramento 
case?

The Socialist Party must also bear part of the 
responsibility fo r the present chaotic state o f affairs. 
In  the firs t place they refuse to adm it the S talinist 
defense forces into several jo in t committees. In  
the second, they violated, w ithout explanation, the 
agreement they had signed w ith  the N.P.L.D. and 
other labor groups, for the creation o f a non-partisan 
labor defense, and proceeded to form a partisan 
"Labor and Socialist Defense Committee.”

The drive fo r industria l unionism, i f  i t  is seri
ously pushed, w ill bring w ith  i t  in  the not fa r dis
tan t future a new outbreak o f labor struggles. 
Workers w ill be bounded. Defense w ill he needed.

I f  the working class is to be in  the best possible 
position to handle these problems, the existing coop
eration among the various defense bodies must be 
extended and the policy tightened up in the direction 
o f m ilitan t action.

In  the Theatre Union’s drama, "Mother,”  the 
Russian workers sing:

“Good! We have the crust,
But where’s the loaf?"

We believe we speak, fo r every class war prisoner 
when we say just th is about the state of the defense 
movement today.

Mpls. Labor Protests 
Jailing of A l Russel

Resentment 
Nationwide in 

Tampa Case
TAMPA, Fla.—W ith  labor pro

tests throughout the country pour
ing in  on him, the mayor o f Tampa 
has suspended six policemen and 
one fireman involved in  the murder 
o f Joseph Shoemaker, and the sad
is tic  beating of S. D. Rogers and 
El. F. Poulnot, Socialists and mem
bers of the Workers Alliance, un
employed organization.

Organized by the Committee fo r 
the Defense o f C iv il Dights in  
Tampa, the labor protests included 
a warning by President W illiam  
Green. o f the A  F. o f L. th a t the 
next union convention, scheduled 
fo r Tampa, would be moved else
where i f  the outrage is white
washed To put teeth in to  th is 
warning, the Committee is  contact
ing a ll internationals and local 
unions fo r passage of resolutions 
directed a t the Tampa authorities.

Taking no stock in  promises of 
an investigation by local authori
ties, the Committee fo r the De
fense o f C iv il Rights in Tampa has 
sent its  own investigators to  the 
spot.

The Non-Partisan Labor Defense, 
the League fo r Industria l Democ
racy, the General Defense Com
mittee, the Dressmakers Joint 
Board and other organizations are 
the constituents of the Committee.

R e a d !
uUnion Smashing in Sacramento: The Truth  

About the Crim inal Syndicalism T ria l”
By H ER BER T .SOLOW
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HELP FREE THE SACRAMENTO PRISONERS!

United Front 
Proposed on 
'Scottsboro'
Moves are under way toward 

setting up a new jo in t committee 
to handle the Seottsboro case in its  
next stage.

The boys have been reindicted 
and w ill be tried in a short time. 
I t  seems clear that a ll or almost 
a ll of them have repudiated the 
l.L.D . as fa r as legal work is con
cerned, and have put the ir fa ith  
in Samuel S. Leibowitz, called into 
the case two years ago by the l.L . 
D., which was later kicked out by 
him.

Leibowitz has had the form al 
backing o f the “ American Scotts- 
boro Committee,”  created by him, 
a group of Negro clergymen, and 
Publisher Davis o f the scab Am
sterdam Ndws. The State of 
Alabama, through its  “ unofficial 
spokesman,”  correspondent John 
Temple Graces of the New York 
Times, has offered Leibowitz a 
deal: the boys w ill not be killed  if  
a ll radicals, liberals and northern
ers get out o f the case, and i f  i t  is 
defended as a straight rape case 
which it  never was.

Roger Baldwin of the American 
C iv il Liberties Union has addressed 
to the Non-Pantisan Labor Defense 
a letter which asks whether the 
N.P.L.D. w ill consider an Invita
tion to enter a united fron t on the 
Seottsboro case along w ith the 
I.L.D ., the National Assn, for the 
Advancemertt of Colored People, 
the National Urban League, the 
L  I D. and the A.C.L.U.

The N.P.L.D. National Executive 
Board had not yet acted on the in 
vitation ait the time of going to 
press, but when interviewed by a 
NEW M ILITAN T reporter, George 
Novack o f tbe N.P.L.D. Board, 
made tbe follow ing statement.:

**We w ill certainly go on aiding 
the Seottsboro boys in any way 
we can, and that means consider
ing any Invitation to sit in  a joint, 
committee. We »re anxious to 
see the exaet basis of the pro
posed committee. On onr Board 
are half a  dozen people who were 
active in  the Seottsboro ease al
most from the start.

“More than two years ago they 
raised their voises on behalf of 
the idea of broadening the Scotts- 
boro defense to include Socialist,

Negro liberal and trade union de
ments. We then said that only 
through broad, m ilitant tactics 
could this case be won. We 
still feel the same way, and stand 
ready to help with a ll our forces."

Three Harlan 
Miners Freed

A fter a four and a ha lf year’s 
fight by the General Defense Com
mittee o f the I.W.W., three of the 
seven Harlan miners serving life  
sentences in the famous “ Battle of 
Elvarts”  cases have had the ir sen
tences commuted by Governor Laf- 
foon. The three released on parole 
are eighty-year old B ill Tightower, 
W illiam  Hudson and Elzie Phillips, 
a Negro miner.

New evidence and affidavits 
proving the innocence of the men, 
as well as backed up by a strong 
pressure campaign upon the Gov
ernor, finally forced him to free 
thq prisoners. On announcing the 
commutations, Laffoon is reported 
to have sa id : *1 won’t do any more 
on the H arlan miners’ cases. I ’ve 
started the ball rolling by releasing 
three of the men. Let the next 
Governor show where he stand».”

In  other words, Laffoon is pass
ing the buck to his successor. Tbe 
recently organized Kentucky M in
ers’ Defense Committee, compris
ing the Non-Partisan Labor De
fense, the League fo r Industria l 
Democracy, the American C ivil 
Liberties Union, the National Com
mittee fo r the Defense of Political 
Prisoners together w ith  the Gener
al Defense Committee, has launched 
a drive to make the incoming gov
ernor release the other four miners 
s till in Frankfort Penitentiary by 
Christmas.

The National Executive Board of 
the N.P.L.D. sent the following 
telegram to Governor Chandler 
Monday:

“One Important test of the la 
bor attitude of any new Kentucky 
governor is his attitude toward 
the four innocent Harlan miners 
now in Frankfort prison. Our 
members throughout the country 
join us In  calling for an immedi
ate unconditional pardon. We 
want the Harlan miners out by 
Christmas."
A ll labor organizations are urged 

to send sim ilar telegrams to Gov
ernor H arry Chandler, Frankfort, 
Kentucky. Only further organized 
feffort and persistent mass pressure 
can tu rn  the partia l victory into a 
complete one.

Mass M e e t to  
Fight Danger 
To Herndon

The State of Georgia having filed 
an appeal against Judge Hugh M. 
Dorsey’s decision, upsetting the 
chain-gang sentence in the Angelo 
Herndon case, the Negro victim  of 
the Georgia reactionaries, is again 
in danger.

The fight on Herndon’s behalf 
launched by the Joint Committee 
to Aid the Herndon Defense, of 
which the N.P.L.D. is an active 
constituent, is being continued. A 
mass meeting has been called fo r 
Friday night. Dec, 20, in S t Nich
olas Arena, Sixth Ave. and 66th 
St., a t 8 P.M. Herndon w ill be 
one o f the speakers. Julius Hocb- 
man, chairman of the Joint Board 
o f Dressmakers, w ill preside.

The action of the State of
Georgia in appealing against Dor
sey’s decision that, because of 
“ vagueness,”  the 1866 insurrection 
law used against Herndon is un
constitutional, reflects the intensity 
of political differences w ith in  the 
ru ling class of Georgia itself.

Dorsey's action took place against 
a background of mass agitation
which became effective after the
I.L  D. decided to abandon its  mon
opoly on the Herndon case and call 
in  aid. The Joint Committee 
brought new elements into action 
fo r the firs t time, and the Hern
don issue began to he popular.

Neither the Roosevelt nor the
Talmadge faction of the Georgia 
Democratic Party wants to take 
the responsibility of Herndon being 
on the chain gang when the fight 
fo r the 1936 Presidential nomina
tion, wich each one covets in the 
name of “ libe rty,” begins seriously. 
Consequently, Dorsey, while main
taining that there should be a law 
on the statute books which, be
cause it  is the opposite of vague, 
w ill put a ll radicals and labor or
ganizers on the chain gang, let 
Herndon go.

The State solicitor, representing 
a riva l faction, appeals the case. 
Each faction is trying  to put on 
the other tbe onus of keeping Hern
don on the chain gang. The liberty 
of an innocent m an  is  thus pothing 
but a political football fo r Georgia 
demagogues.

H is freedom can come only 
through the pressure of the masses.

Reverse Fargo 
Convictions
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eA r g o , N. Dakota.—The State 
Supreme Court has reversed the 
convictions o f three Fargo team
sters’ union leaders, but upheld 
the convictions of fifteen union 
members, in a long-delayed deci
sion handed down last week.

The eighteen trade unionists had 
been convicted on the chargé o f 
rioting, arising out of a b itte rly- 
fought strike last w inter and 
spring. On the pretext o f seeking 
pickets who had violated the local 
ordinance, police and vigilantes at
tacked the union hall w ith  tear 
gas and guns and arrested Over 
ninety strikers. The North Dakota 
House of Representatives subse
quently adopted a resolution de
nouncing the raid and (hose judges 
who had granted injunctions in 
violation of the state anti-in junc
tion law.

The Non-Partisan Labor Defense 
provided attorneys and funds to 
successfully fight the injunctions. 
Francis Heisler, noted Chicago a t
torney, was provided by the N.P 
L.D. as chief counsel representing 
the strikers in  numerous cases, and 
carried to the Supreme Court an 
appeal against the conviction of 
the eighteen union members.

President W illiam  Cruden, Sec
retary Austin Swalde, and Hugh 
Hughes of Local 173 were those 
whose sentences were reversed. A 
new tr ia l has been ordered.

This is  the firs t ’ tim e iD four 
years in  any state, that there have 
been any reversals in a labor rio t
ing conviction.

MINNEAPOLIS, Nov. 10.—A1 
Russell, arrested on the picket line 
at the Strutwear plant during the 
attempt to reopen i t  w ith  federal 
prcftection (under guise o f a fake 
replevin su it), came up fo r tr ia l 
before Federal Judge Molyneaux 
on Mondey, December 9. He had 
been confined in  ja il fo r ten days 
under heavy bail. He was firs t 
held w ithout charges u n til a w rit 
of habeas corpus sued out by the 
Non-Partisan Labor Defense re
sisted in  'his technical release and 
immediate rearrest on the charge 
o f crim inal contempt. A t the re
quest of the United States d is tric t 
attorney, who apparently had no 
evidence on which to  sustain the 
charge, the tr ia l was postponed un
t i l  December 19

B ail was reduced from $2,500 to 
$500. Then later in  the day, after 
th is bail had been procured, i t  was 
automatically raised again hack to 
the original exorbitant figure o f 
$2,500 I t  is evident that powerful 
Influences are a t work to keep 
A lfred Russell in  ja il and there
by to intim idate other pickets in 
the carefully prepared and well ad
vertised conspiracy to reopen the 
Strutwepr plant and break the 
strike oi the hosiery workers

Francis Heisler, the noted labor 
attorney o f Chicago, and G ilbert 
Carlson appeared in  court to  defend 
Russell. This form idable legal bat
tery had been retained by the Non- 
Partisan Labor Defense which is 
in charge of the case.

The persecution of Alfred Rus
sell has become a public scandal 
and the case is attracting wide a t
tention. This was attested to by 
the present* in  court of a large 
number of union members and la 
bor leaders, including Alexander 
McKeown, firs t vice president of 
(lie American Federation o f Hos
iery Workers. A large crowd of 
Strutwear strikers, proudly wear
ing the ir union buttons, were in  the 
courtroom in a demonstration of 
solidarity w ith  'Russell.

Demand Strutwear Show Books
Attorneys Heisler and .Carlson 

are turning the defense of Russell 
into a legal offensive against the 
maneuver of the Strutwear outfit 
ito break the strike  w ith  the afd of 
the federal eourts. They are going 
into court w ith  a motion fo r a sub
poena duces tecum, requiring the 
Strutwear company to  produce 
the ir books fo r examination by a 
certified public accountant. The 
object of ithis action is to get at 
the bottom of the ill-sm elling “ re
plevin”  action under which United 
States marshals were brought in to  
the situation, and to ascertain 
whether the w rit of replevin wa* 
misused or n6t.

FARGO, N. D., Dec. 15— A t a 
meeting of the Fargo Branch of 
the N.P.L.D. today It  was decided 
to give fu ll support to the figh t of 
the convicted Fargo strikers fo r 
freedom. The fact th a t  the Su
preme Court has reversed the sen
tences against the three leaders of 
Local 173 does not satisfy the 
workers of Fargo or the N.P.L.D. 
which organized the defense fight. 
An appeal w ill be made fo r a re
hearing of the case. Attorney 
Ftancls Heisler w ill have charge of 
the legal work. I t  is believed that 
the prosecution, angered by the re
sistance of the workers, w ill try  to 
re-convict the three union leaders 
freed by the Supreme Court,. The 
union leaders and rank and file, 
however, are solid in th is fight, fo r 
the liberation of a ll the strikers.

IflT

An Answer to 
M. «veston e's 
Bombast

Order Ferrero- 
Sallitto Deported
The Department of Labor has 

made its  Christmas present to V in
cent Ferrero and Domenick Sallit- 
to. The Bureau o f im m igration 
handed down decisions last week 
that these men, held since A pril, 
1934, have been given u n til Dec. 25 
and Dec, 27, respectively, to take 
voluntary departure from th is 
country. No chafges stand against, 
these men save that they rented 
part of the ir premises to a publica
tion the Adm inistration does not 
like. The case involves the righ t 
o f freedom of speech and freedom 
of the workers’ press. The Ita lian  
government has refused to give 
Ferrero his pjassport; his return 
to Ita ly  would mean almost certain 
imprisonment o r death.

As time to save these two men 
grows short, the campaign carried 
on by the Ferrero-Sallitto Defense 
Conference has become more in 
tense. Last week a mass meeting 
a t the Rand School, -attended by 
several hundred workers, heard 
speeches by spokesmen of organiz
ations participating in the case, in 
cluding a representative of the Non- 
Partisan Labor Defense. A resolu
tion protesting the deportation was 
sent to the Department o f Labor 
and plans la id  for an intensive 
drive to flood the desk of Frances 
Perkins, head of the Department, 
w ith protests from trade unions 
and other labor organizations, lib 
eral groups and individuals.

E fforts to save these men w ill 
aim also a t smashing the growing 
use o f the government o f the weap 
on of deportation, a vicious weapon 
aimed against the thirteen m illion 
aliens and foreign-born in th is 
country, and particularly agalnrt 
the m ilitants in  the labor move
ment.
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