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W o e  to the Vanquished—Mussolini Slogan
Jobless Masses 

Unite Ranks
A n  Analysis of the Washington Unemployed 

Convention and the Task Ahead
By M A X  SH A C H TM A N

A long and decisive step has been taken to put an end tjo the divi­
sion of the organized unemployed workers of this country into three 
separate national organizations and countless' local groups. By 
virtually  unanimous vote, the delegates assembled in  convention in  
Washington last week in the auditorium of the Department of Labor 
brought about the amalgamation into one body of the Workers Alliance 
of America, the National Unemployed League, the National Unem­
ployment Councils, the American Workers Union (a  Missouri organ­
ization) and several jother local and state-wide organizations of the 
jobless.

The name of the new organization, as agreed upon by a ll its con­
stituent bodies, is to remain that of the group which had the largest 
representation at the Washington convention, namely, the Workers 
Alliance of America. Similarly, the principal officers of the new A lli­
ance have been drawn from the old one.
There can be no tw o o p in io n s^ “

about the progressive nature o f the 
merger. The separation o f the un­
employed workers in to  organiza­
tions w h ich  were no t fa r  removed 
from  enlarged editions o f the po­
l i t ic a l organizations m a in ly  respon­
sib le fo r  th e ir  fo rm a tio n  or m ain­
tenance, has proved to be a costly 
d iv is ion  o f energy and efforts. I t  
m ay even he added tha t, ju s t as 
on the trade union field, so among 
the unemployed, workers should be 
organized not upon the basis of 
th e ir  p o lit ic a l beliefs, associations 
o r sympathies, b u t upon the basis 
of the simple and adequate fac t 
th a t they are workers— in  the case 
o f the trade unions— or th a t they 
are unemployed (o r p a rt time, or 
re lie f)  workers in  the case of the 
organizations o f the jobless.

The indispensable co rro la ry  to 
th is  p rinc ip le  is th a t in  both cases 
the fie ld  m ust be le f t  e n tire ly  free 
fo r  any member who may be so 
inc lined  to ag itate in  a loya l and 
com radely m anner fo r the p a rtic u ­
la r  po litica l, economic, philoso­
ph ica l views he may hold. The 
workers demand o f th e ir  employer 
th a t h ir in g  he not confined to those 
o f one sex, creed, race, color or 
po litica l view. T h is  demand is 
usua lly  accompanied by the r ig h t 
w h ich every w orker in  a p lant 
takes to h im se lf : to ag ita te  among 
his shopmates fo r  any views he 
may have. The tw o propositions 
have a t least equal v a lid ity  in  the 
broad organizations o f the w ork ing  
class.

Advantages of Unity
The un ifica tion  o f the organiza­

tions o f the unemployed is there­
fore correct generally speaking, 
and even more correct and urgent 
in  the present circumstances. As­
sembled under one banner, and de­
term ined as they are to m a in ta in  
the most in tim a te  contact w ith  the 
organized trade unions, the masses 
o f the unemployed who have a l­
ready understood the need of o r­
ganization w ill be imbued w ith  a 
gn ia te r s p ir it  of self-confidence and 
consequently o f m ilitancy . The 
d isun ity  of the jobless gave the 
ru lin g  class and its  government 
indub itab le  advantages in  the 
struggle between the tw o  forces. 
The un ifica tion  not on ly takes these 
advantages out o f the hands o f the 
enemies of the unemployed, but 
gives the la tte r  a corresponding and 
h ith e rto  unpossessed superio rity .

The whole outcome o f the s trug­
gle to am elio rate the lo t of the 
jobless and the re lie f workers— to 
the extent th a t th is  can be accom­
plished under the cap ita lis t system 
which inexorab ly creates th e ir  
w retched conditions— now depends 
en tire ly  upon the extent to which 
the unemployed combine w ith  th e ir  
new so lid a rity  a m il ita n t  po licy of 
action, a po licy of class struggle. 
W ith o u t the la tte r, even the com- 
pletest u n ity  can mean no th ing at 
a ll, o r worse yet, can become a 
treacherous consolation.

Politics and the Unemployed
I t  is especially fro m  the la tte r 

standpo in t th a t the s itua tion  is fa r  
from  reassuring. The course o f the 
convention registered several defi­
ciencies in  the movement w h ich, in  
our opinion, require  the earliest 
possible rectifica tion . The fa c t th a t 
these shortcom ings re la te  to p o lit ­
ic a l questions in  no sense conflicts 
w ith  our previous contention th a t 
the unemployed cannot m erely be 
the appendage of a p o lit ic a l pa rty , 
a disguise fo r  it .  For, fro m  the 
la tte r  view  one m ust not fo r  a mo­
m ent conclude th a t p o lit ic a l ques- 
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Jail 1,000 Bolsheviks 
in Chile

Under the cover of m artial law  
proclaimed to break the railw ay  
men’s strike, the Chilean govern­
ment has arrested over 1,000 
Bolslievik-Leninists.

Among those who have been 
imprisoned and deported are com­
rades Jorge Levin, Carlos Videla- 
Aquiles Jara, Quinteros, Luis Lo- 
lis, Juan Yergas.

Our Chilean comrades, who 
have a great influence upon the 
trade union movement pf the 
country, assumed their posts at 
the very forefront of this struggle 
and the strike.

US S IA L IS S  PRISONS
Dr. Ciliga Continues Series on Persecution of Revo­

lutionists Under the Stalin Regime

E D IT O R ’S N O TE:
‘‘Question: Is i t  a criminal offense to speak against Communism 

in the Soviet Union?— M.C.
“Answer: No. There i i  complete freedom of speech in the U.S.S.R. 

Any person can have and can vpiee any opinion about Communism or 
about the Communist Party, or about its policies, or leaders. . . .”—  
D aily Worker, April 16.

Now read the testimony of I)r . Anton Ciliga who was jailed for 
five years in the prisons and exile camps of the Soviet Union fpr d if­
fering with the Stalinist bureaucracy on questions of policy. CiMga, 
a member of the Political Bureau of the Jugoslav C.P., came to the 
Soviet Union an exile only to find, through bitter personal experience, 
the repressions against revolutionists more severe than in his native 
land. Another installment of this series w ill follow in the coining 
issue of the N E W  M IL IT A N T .

*  *  *  *
By DR. ANTO N C IL IG A

I I I .  In  the Prisons at Leningrad 
and Verkhne-Uralsk

I  spent five months (fro m  May 
to October 1930) in  the Detention 
Prison in  Leningrad. D u rin g  the 
firs t p a rt of th is  term , up to the 
conclusion o f the investigation, i 
was com m itted to a sm all da rk  cell 
w ith  several o ther prisoners. D u r­
in g  the la tte r  p a rt of the term, 
w h ile  a w a itin g  m y sentence, I  sat 
in  a large cell, intended fo r  23 peo­
ple, in  w h ich  there were fro m  80 to 
110 o f us. The occupants of the 
large cells were con tinu a lly  chang­
ing and in  view  o f the fac t tha t.
4 to 5 la rge cells were le t ou t to ­
gether fo r  15 m inutes in to  the yard,
I  had the opportun ity  to become 
acquainted w ith  a great many p ris ­
oners w ith  hundreds of “ cases”  and 
the fa te  of hundreds o f ind iv iduals.

These were the days o f the mass 
uprisings o f the peasants against

rhe S ta lin is t co iled  iv iza tion , the 
days of mass executions th rough­
out the whole o f Russia, the days of 
the famous execution o f the “ F o rty - 
F ive”  so-called wreckers. D u ring  
th is tim e prisoners in  our ja i l  were 
. aken out almost da ily  to face the 
¡¡ring squad. ’Except in  rare in ­
stances, the press carried no news 
about these executions. B u t once 
1 witnessed the fo llow ing  case. The 
m orning papers, which had been 
jus.t brought in, contained a dis­
patch tha t the death sentence of 
so-and-so had been “ carried out.”  
B u t th is  man was s t i l l  alive, s it­
ting, en tire ly  unaware, among us in  
the cell. The entire  cell, the whole 
t ie r  fe l l  in to  a frenzy, in to  ho rro r 
. . . bu t a few  m inutes la te r th is  
oversight was “ corrected,”  and the 
man led from  the cell to face the 
f ir in g  squad. . . .

I  also became acquainted here 
w ith  the methods by w h ich certa in  
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Huge Student 
Strike Nears

3 5 0 ,0 0 0  Expected to Join in Protest Against 
W ar in Nstior/s Schools

Over 350,000 students are ex­
pected to leave th e ir  classes on 
A p r i l 22 a t 11 A.M . in  the th ird  
nation-w ide students’ s tr ik e  against 
w ar. Called by the  Am erican Stu­
dent Union, the s tr ike  has been en­
dorsed by a num ber o f college pres­
idents and professors as w e ll as 
leaders o f other student organiza­
tions. The New Y o rk  Teachers 
Union and other loca l unions have 
pledged support to the  strike.

W hile  in  the colleges and un ive r­
sities the students w i l l  ho ld  th e ir 
own demonstrations, in  the high 
schools, where “ peace assemblies”  
are being called by the adm in is tra ­
tions, the A.S.U. urges student par­
tic ip a tio n  on fou r conditions: tha t 
i t  be student contro lled ; th a t stu­
dent resolutions be pe rm itted  and 
recognized as p a rt of the national 
action. W hether o r not the condi­
tions are granted, there is l i t t le  
doubt a fte r last year’s experience 
th a t the assemblies called by the 
school adm in is tra tions w i l l  in  most 
cases be p a trio tic  ra th e r than  a n ti­
w a r demonstrations.

Warn Against Intim idation
Two na tiona l s tr ik e  calls have 

been issued by the A.S.U. : one fo r 
the colleges and un ivers ities and a 
“ m ild e r”  one fo r  the  h igh  schools. 
W arn ing  against in tim id a tio n  by 
the au thorities, the college ca ll 
states : “To surrender the m ilitancy  
and purpose o f th is  s trike  a t the 
f irs t sign of opposition is to pave

I the way fo r fa r  greater retreats 
and concessions la te r”  ; a view tha t 
is made meaningless by the p ro v i­
sion p e rm ittin g  A.S.U. pa rtic ipa tion  
in  adm in is tra tion  contro lled assem­
blies in  the high schools.

The call describes the s tr ik e  as 
a “ rehearsal fo r  the lu tu re ”  and 
ca lls fo r  support of the O xfo rd  
Pledge (not to  support any w a r in  
w h ich  the U.S. government is  in ­
volved).

A Confused Slogan
“ W ar anywhere is w a r every­

where; stop ihe aggressor!”  (the 
new form ula o f the “ peace is in ­
d iv is ib le ’ -pro-sanctionist conception 
of the S ta lin is ts ) is among the slo­
gans in  the s trike  ca ll. And in  an­
other section of the same call we 
find :

“W ith genuine neutrality cir­
cumvented, a strike of 350,600 
students for the principle of no 
loans, credits or supplies to belli­
gerents w ill indicate that at least 
the student population of the 
United States has learned the les­
sons of the Nye inquiry.’’

Can one log ica lly  support the slo­
gan of “ Stop the aggressor” —  
and a t the same tim e “ p rinc ip le  of 
no credits o r supplies to be llige r­
ents,”  w h ich  includes both “ aggres­
sors”  and “ defenders” ? Yet, the 
S ta lin is ts  do so in practice!

A t the Cleveland congress of the 
Am erican League A ga inst W ar and 
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THE OLD GUARD AND THE S P PRIMARIES
<*>-

By JO H N  W E S T
In  the recent New Y o rk  State 

P rim aries, both in  New Y o rk  C ity  
and up-state, the M il ita n t Social­
ists won a substantia l and decisive 
m a jo rity  over the O ld Guard. Th is 
resu lt is p a rtic u la r ly  im portan t in  
its  prophecy of an equally progres­
sive outcome to next m onth ’s na­
tion a l convention o f the Socialist 
P arty . F rom  every fo rw ard-looking 
po in t o f view, th is  repud ia tion  o f 
the O ld Guard represents a genu­
ine step in  advance not m ere ly fo r  
the Socia list P a rty  itse lf, hu t fo r 
the developing labor movement in  
th is  country as a whole.

The extent of the v ic to ry  o f the 
M ilita n ts  exceeded most predictions, 
even those of the M ilita n ts  them ­
selves. I t  is im portan t and neces­
sary to understand w hat accounts 
fo r  the result.

B asica lly— as we have on num er­
ous occasions pointed out— the fac­
tiona l struggle w ith in  the Socialist 
P a rty  reflects new processes of fe r ­
ment and d iffe re n tia tion  which have 
been tak in g  place w ith in  the ad­
vanced sections of the w ork ing  class 
as a resu lt of the Spanish, German, 
and A us tria n  events, the in te ns ifi­
cation of the w a r cris is, and the 
character o f the post-1929 economic 
crisis. The ferm ent and d iffe ren­
tia tio n  are not, o f course, confined 
to th is  country, bu t are reproduced 
in  an analogous manner on an in ­
te rna tion a l scale. The cen tra l les­
son draw n from  the w o rld  events, 
w ith  va ry ing  degrees of c la r ity , by 
increasing sections of workers w ith ­
in  the o rb it o f the Second In te rn a ­
tio n a l has been: tra d itio n a l social- 
dem ocratic re form ism  is bankrupt, 
and serves on ly to lead the w ork ing  
class to disaster, and to sacrifice 
the w o rk ing  class to finance-capital 
in  every cris is— to fascism as readi­
ly  as to im p e ria lis t w ar.

T h is is, i t  w i l l  be observed, the 
negative h a lf o f the lesson which 
m ust he draw n i f  the f u l l  positive 
po ten tia litie s  o f these developments 
are to be achieved. I t  is necessary 
no t m erely to understand th a t so­
cia l-dem ocratic re form ism  is bank­
rup t ; but, positive ly, to break 
sharp ly  from  Social-democracy; 
and th is  sharp break can be deci­
s ive ly accomplished on ly by embrac­
in g  and adhering f irm ly  to  the 
princip les of revo lu tiona ry  M a rx ­
ism. H a lf-w a y  measures and am­
bigu ities can provide a p a r tia l and 
tem porary solution, can make pos­
sible even ce rta in  v ic tories on the 
ro a d ; bu t anyth ing  less than  the 
fu l l  conclusion w i l l  in  the end cut 
short the  progressive development, 
w i l l  rou te the  advancing workers

back to reform ism , aside in to  the 
death-house or' Stalin ism , o r down 
in to  fu t ile  iso lation.

A t each stage o f the development, 
the basic underly ing process ap­
pears on ly to a lim ited  and to some 
degree distorted extent on the sur­
face. The p o lit ic a l d iffe ren tia tion  
takes on in the struggle an organ­
iza tiona l fo rm  ; and fo r a w h ile  i t  
is the organ izationa l contest which 
appears as param ount over the po­
li t ic a l issues— though i t  is the la t ­
te r which in  the long ru n  deter­
mine the organizational expressions. 
The opposing slogans hide as often 
as they reveal the basic questions. 
Nevertheless, the process and the 
movement continue, and gradua lly  

| re-shape the slogans.

Two Decisive Factors
The New Y ork  P rim aries  fight, 

its e lf ¡i stage in  the la rge r s trug ­
gle, is h igh ly  ins truc tive  as an aid 
to our understanding o f the process 
as a whole. I f  we examine the 
specific and immediate factors 
which account fo r  the sweeping 
v ic to ry  of the M ilita n ts , the fo llo w ­
ing  two seem to have been decisive:

(1) The Old Guard openly and 
consistently conducted its  f ig h t on 
the basis o f conservative social- 
democratic reform ism . T h e ir cam­
paign was a campaign of fu rio us  
Red-baiting, in  w h ich  the New 
Leader accused the M ilita n ts  every 
week of being dyed-in-the-wool 
Communists, reds, T rotsky is ts , and 
revo lu tion ists. B u t the m a jo rity  
of the dues-paytng p a rty  members 
and the non-party enrolled Social­
is t voters have a lready absorbed 
the negative h a lf of the lesson of 
the past three yea rs ; they have be­
come convinced th a t hardened re­
form ism  is useless and worse than 
useless. Thus, th is  campaign o f 
the O ld Guard, though consistent 
and on the whole ab ly conducted, 
lost ra th e r than  gained support, 
recommended the M ilita n ts  to the 
members ra the r than frigh tened 
the members away. The case o f 
the O ld Guard against the M ilita n ts  
was, in  the eyes of the m a jo r ity  o f 
the membership the best case that 
could be made fo r the M ilita n ts . 
In  th is  sense, i t  m ig h t be said th a t 
the New Leader was the most ef­
fective ag ita tiona l organ of the 
M il ita n ts ; p o lit ic a lly  speaking, 
more effective than th e ir  own So­
c ia lis t Call.

Ranks Activized
(2) A  d iffe ren t k in d  o f fac to r 

played alm ost an equally im portan t 
ro le  in  th is  P rim a ry  struggle. F o r 
the f irs t  tim e In  years, under the

leadership o f the M ilita n ts  in  the 
past few  months, the Socia list 
P a rty  of New Y ork  State showed 
rea l signs of a c tiv ity . The M il i­
tan ts sent organizers up-state, re ­
newed branches, made speaking 
tours, sent out communications, in ­
creased th e ir pa rtic ip a tion  in 
strikes and demonstrations. They 
conducted debates w ith  the S ta lin ­
ists— and out-debated them. The 
p a rty  fe lt some new blood in  its  
veins. The Old Guard had com­
plete ly  neglected the ran k  and file 
o f the pa rty . And. indeed, the Old 
Guard is not g rea tly  interested in  
the rank and file. I t  rests on in ­
s titu tions  lik e  the Forw ard, on the 
trade union bureaucracy, on fa t  re ­
ta iners from  the unions fo r  Old 
Guard lawyers, on appointments by 
LaG uardia. In  many ways, a rank 
and file is an inconvenience to the 
O ld Guard. The membership was 
undoubtedly s trong ly impressed by 
th is  difference between the Old 
Guard and the M ilita n t leadership. 
They responded to the M ilita n t ap­
peal fo r “ an active, effective Social­
is t P a rty .”  They linked th is  slogan 
fo r “ a democratic, inclusive pa rty ,”  
and saw th a t together they meant 
a resolve to b ring  the Socialist 
P a rty  out o f the backwater in  
w h ich  i t  had been sleeping fo r  a 
decade in to  the broader stream  of 
the mass movement. Many mem- 
ers doubtless cast th e ir  votes fo r  
the M ilita n ts  on th is  basis ra the r 
than from  the more complex theo­
re tic  consideration— though the two 
are not, o f course, unrelated.

T he  character of the strugg le of 
the Old Guard is very s tr ik in g ly  
shown by the issue o f the  New 
Leader (dated A p r il 11) w h ich  
fo llow ed the Prim aries. Indeed, 
th is  issue sums up in  b r ie f the 
whole na ture o f the O ld Guard. 
S ign ificantly, we find  a repeated in ­
sistence th a t th e ir  f ig h t is  a figh t 
“ fo r p rinc ip le ” ; and repeated re fe r­
ences to  themselves as “ Social Dem­
ocrats”  and to  th e ir  p rinc ip les as 
the princip les o f “ Social Democra­
cy.”  T h e ir fight, they make clear, 
is  absolutely uncompromising and 
in transigent.

“Voice of Social Democracy”

“ The voice o f Social Democracy,’’ 
they threaten, “ w i l l  be heard in  
C leveland”  (a t the na tiona l con­
ven tion ). “ The Social Democrats 
in  the pa rty ,”  they w arn, “ know  no 
surrender. They have ju s t begun 
to figh t.”  In  an e d ito r ia l headed 
“ O ur F ig h t fo r  P rinc ip les”  they 
herald the approaching end o f the 
present struggle— “ The long strug­
gle of the New Leader fo r  funda­

mental princip les and policies is 
d raw ing  to a close. . . .’’

T lie  fea ture a rtic le  on the New 
Leader's Ann iversary Banquet 
quotes from  the speech o f Louis 
W a ld in a n : “ Ours was not a fight, 
as some tr ie d  to make people be­
lieve, fo r  the continuance in  power 
of our side of the Socialist P a rty  
but fo r  the fundam ental program 
of Social Democracy. From  tha t 
program  we s lia ll not recede, no 
m atter who is in  contro l of the So­
c ia lis t P a rty .”

T h is  issue of the New Leader, 
furtherm ore, makes en tire ly  clear 
w ha t the O ld Guard understands 
the fundam ental program  of Social 
Denuocracy to be. No opportun ity  
is overlooked to crack down on 
“ d ic ta to rsh ip ” and to uphold “ de­
m ocracy” ; th a t is, to a ttack the 
revo lu tionary struggle of the pro le­
ta r ia t, and to announce the adhe­
sion of the Old Guard to the bour­
geois-democratic state, whose agents 
in  the w ork ing class the O ld Guard 
prides itse lf on being, and aims 
to continue to he.

B ill Green Toasted
The biggest d isplay of the entire 

issue is given to the speech of W il­
liam  Green, the guest o f honor at 
the Ann iversary Banquet— Green, 
whose long record of thorough-go­
in g  reaction and treachery in  the 
trade union movement has been c li­
maxed du ring  the past year by his 
firm  resistance to every progressive 
development, by his b itte r  figh t 
against the in d u s tria l unionists, by 
his d ic ta to ria l b ru ta lity  in  connec­
tion  w ith  the automobile workers, 
the rubber wmrkers, the teachers, 
and the rad io  workers, by his p i t i ­
fu l c ring ing  before the government 
on every possible occasion. V la- 
deek, at the banquet, paid fulsome 
“ tr ib u te  to M r. Green fo r  h is con­
s truc tive  leadership o f the A m eri­
can labor movement and fo r  his 
conduct as the champion of the op­
pressed.”

The o iher featured trade-union­
is t among the speakers a t ¡he ban­
quet was Matthew’ W o ll, pa rtn e r o f 
Ralph Easley fo r  years in  the Na­
tion a l C iv ic  Federation, H ears t’s 
ch ie f red-ba iting r iva l. A nother 
leading artic le , proud ly displayed 
in  a box on the fro n t page, is  by 
Abraham  Lefkow itz , co-leader o f 
the Teachers’ Guild, sp litte r o f the 
Teachers’ Union, and active dua lis t 
to the A. F. o f L. The O ld Guard, 
o f course, is a great denunciator of 
“ dual unionism ” — except, na tu ra lly , 
when more “ basic”  issues are in ­
volved.

The strategic aim of the Old

Guard is also g iven : “ Confident,” 
said W aldm an a t the banquet, “ in  
the conviction th a t we represent on 
the p o litica l field the same program , 
the same princip les, the same loy­
a lty  to labor exemplified in  the 
B r it is h  Labour Party , we are equal­
ly  confident th a t w ith  our a llies of 
the labor movement the fu tu re  be­
longs to our type o f socialism .” 
Abe Cahan looked fo rw a rd  to “ the 
rap id  development o f fra te rn a l re­
la tionsh ip  between the Socialist 
and labor movements in  th is  coun­
try  s im ila r to tha t ex is ting  between 
the B r it is h  Trades Union Congress 
and (ho Labor P a rty .”  The v is it 
of H e rbe rt M orrison of the B r it is h  
Labour P a rty  to th is  country is 
hailed and advertised. And well 
m ight the O ld Guard greet its  B r i t ­
ish bro thers: has not the B r it is h  
Labour P a rty  si t them grandiose 
examples in  the technique o f rep­
resenting the in terests of finance- 
cap ita l w ith in  the w o rk ing  class? 
Was i t  not through the B r it is h  L.P. 
tha t na tiona l un ity  was achieved in 
the last war? th a t the General 
S trike  was broken? th a t ¡lie bud­
get is balanced at the expense of 
ihe B r it is h  workers? tha t B r it is h  
im peria l po licy is now being pu t 
across to the masses in  the present 
w ar crisis?

Yes, the O ld Guard knows where 
i t  stands, i t  stands fo r the tried  
and sure methods fo r  b ring ing  de­
feat and disaster to the w o rk in g  
class ; fo r  the policies th a t assem­
bled the workers fo r  im peria lism  
in  1914 ; the policies th a t defeated 
tlie  revo lu tion in  Germany ; the pol­
icies tha t greased the ways fo r  H i t ­
ler, th a t shed the despairing blood 
o f tlie  workers in  A us tria  and 
Spain. These policies i t  inscribes 
on its  banner, and displays proud­
ly  and openly to the w orld .

Safety-Valve Labor Party
Nor is i t  to be im agined tha t 

these policies are defeated by the 
v ic to ry  o f the M ilita n ts  in  the P r i­
maries, o r by th e ir  probable v ic to ry  
a t the na tiona l convention. The 
Old Guard looks ahead. I t  realizes 
th a t a broad ra n k  and file  is  not 
v ita l to its  plans. I t  sees the  “ mod­
el o f the B r it is h  Labour P a rty ” . 
And i t  aims, together w ith  the 
trade union bureaucrats, to head 
off the  development o f the revolu­
tiona ry  pa rty  in  th is  country, d u r­
ing  the years a fte r 1936, by harnes­
sing the le ftw a rd  movement of the 
workers in to  a re fo rm is t Labor 
P a rty  contro lled by i t  and the b u r­
eaucrats, together no doubt w ith  
various o f the “ progressives”  and 
libera ls. And i t  is confident th a t 

(Continued on Page 4)

Fascist A rm y  
Overruns 

Ethiopia
Two Internationals Reveal 

Bankruptcy Once 
Again

W ith  the capture o f Dessye and 
the announcement by the I ta lia n  
forces in  A fr ic a  o f plans o f a three- 
day march at the end o f w h ich  i t  
is expected to take the cap ita l c ity  
o f Addis Ababa, the m ain im m edi­
ate objective o f the Fascist in va ­
sion of E th iop ia  seems to be defi­
n ite ly  assured.

The occupation of the cap ita l 
which now appears inev itab le  w i l l  
undoubtedly be a severe m ora l b low  
to the defenders, and l i t t le  more 
w i l l  be le ft  to the courageous E th i­
opians save the continuance o f 
sporadic g u e rr illa  w arfa re  to pre­
vent the Ita lia n s  from  com pleting 
the subjugation o f th is  last o f the  
“ independent”  lands o f A frica .

A t  Geneva, meanwhile, the Ita lia n  
representatives, ha ug h tily  exuber­
ant w ith  v ic to ry , have la id  down 
the v ic to r ’s peace terms in  accor­
dance w ith  t lie  old Roman war-cry 
w h ich is the shibboleth of a ll mod­
ern im p e ria lis t p ira tes : “ Woe to 
the vanqu ished!” From  the in t i ­
mated terms, i t  is clear th a t the 
Ita lia n s  p lan sim ply to convert 
E th iop ia  in to  a colony, to  h u m ili­
ate her to the depths and to in f l ic t  
such penalties upon her fo r  her 
figh t fo r  independence as w i l l  con­
s titu te  the m axim um  guarantee 
against the fu tu re  resum ption of 
the struggle against the invaders.

The Fascists are b lu n tly  con­
temptuous not on ly of E th iop ia  bu t 
also o f the great “ guarantor o f 
peace," the League of Nations. 
M ussolin i's representatives, demon­
s tra tive ly  ignoring  the League, in ­
sist upon nego tia ting exclusive ly 
w ith  E th iop ian representatives, 
w ith ou t even the presence o f 
League representatives, and in  a 
lo ca lity  ostentatiously removed 
from  the League seat, Geneva. As 
a “ concession,’ ' i t  is reported from  
Geneva, I ta ly  may “ pe rm it a League 
observer to be present a t the d irec t 
negotiations on the condition tha t 
he remained silent and took no 
pa rt in  them. T h a t w ould be tan ta ­
mount to tlie  League's blessing 
them in b lank.” (N.Y. Times 4-17.)

The pathetic protests o f the E th i­
opian delegates to the League are, 
of course, en tire ly  unava iling , as 
was to be expected. Since October 
1035. when by quasi-unanimous 
vote the League Council labelled 
I ta ly  the “ aggressor,” tlie  pacifists 
o a ll colors and kidney, from  the 
French Radicals through the Sec­
ond In te rna tiona l to the T h ird  In ­
ternational have been singing the 
praises o f the League o f Nations 
as an ins trum ent o f peace and the 
pro tector of sm all nations whose 
independence was in  jeopardy. F rom  
both Brussels and Moscow came 
blasts o f d rug fumes calculated to 
put the independent vvorkin • class 
movement to sleep w ith  the con­
solida tion tha t the League, by v ir ­
tue o f sanctions, would take care 
o f everyth ing.

The League bandits, however, 
w ere preoccupied w ith  a l l the con­
siderations in  the w o rld  save th a t 
of the independence of E thiopia. 
W hile M ussolin i’s modern and in ­
fin ite ly  superior w ar machine has 
inexorably crushed the w oefu lly  
inadequately equipped E th iop ian 
forces, the r iv a l im p e ria lis t powers 
in  the League jockeyed about to  
improve th e ir own respective w orld  
po-itions.

i lu lled, w ithou t the active sup­
port o f the independent in te rna ­
tional w o rk ing  class, the isolated 
struggle o f the E th iop ians was 
doomed in  advance. To expect 
tribesmen by themselves to trium ph  
over a modern, industria lly-backed 
im p eria lis t arm y, is preposterous. 
B u t i t  is precisely the w o rk ing  
class movement which fa iled  o f its  
obligations. More exactly, the Sec­
ond and T h ird  In ternationa ls , w ith  
a l l the ir b raggart manifestoes and 
bluster and bluff, once more d is­
closed th e ir u tte r bankruptcy.

They collapsed in  Germany, in  
A ustria , in  the Saar, in  Spain. And 
now, in  face o f o n e .o  the most 
shameless im p e ria lis t aggressions 
in our tim e, im pudently conceived 
and inso lently  executed, the tw o 
old In te rna tiona ls  have once more 
fa iled . The tragedy o f the  whole 
Ita lo -E th iop ian  struggle lies in  the 
fac t th a t in  po in t o f simple fa c t 
the w ork ing  class movement d id  no t 
react to  s tr ike  even those sim ple 
blows a t the Ita lia n  Fascists w h ich  
they were in  a position to  deal.



PAGE 2 JVEW MILITANT SATURDAY, APRIL 18, 1936

M A L C O L M  C O W L E Y  : Portrait of a Stalinist Intellectual
Ih e  Saga of the Literary Cop Who Patrols the JSeiv Republic Beat fo r Stalin

By F E L IX  MORROW
An analysis is  long overdue of 

the type o f m ind w h ich  the Com­
m un ist P a rty  has draw n to  its e lf  
fro m  the m iddle class in te lligents ia . 
T he  la test and most shocking ex­
am ple o f the product o f th is  m ind 
is the a ttack  on Leon T ro tsky, in  
the A p r i l 8 issue o f the New Re- 
I  ;ib ’3e, by its  lite ra ry  ed itor, M a l­
colm  Cowley.

M r. Cowley has fo r  some years 
been covertly stacking the cards 
against “ T ro tsky ism ”  in  h is col­
umns. Now, a t last, he has openly 
p ’ayed his hand. In  w hat pretends 
to  be a review o f Leon T ro tsky ’s 
“ M y L ite ” — s ix  years a fte r its  pub­
lica tion  !— Cowley delivers h im self 
o f a personal d ia tr ib e ; noth ing 
more venomous in  tone, fa lse in  
fact, and confused in  thought, has 
been published against “ T ro tsky ­
ism ”  outside the offic ia l Communist 
P a rty  press.

The significance of h is “ rev iew ”  
does no t lie  in  the actual influence 
M r. Cowley exerts among in te l­
lectuals. Cowley in terests us, ra ­
ther, as an il lu s tra t io n  of the type 
o f  m ind which has espoused S ta l­
in ism . He h im se lf is  undoubtedly 
unconscious o f w ha t he represents; 
lo r, as we sha ll see the character 
o f his ta lents and the specific set 
■of his emotions, as w e ll ns the qua l­
ity  o f his m ind, render h im  consti­
tu tio n a lly  incapable o f understand­
in g  the im p lica tions o f the  p o lit­
ic a l phrases he uses and the posi­
t io n  in  which they place him.

The Lost Generation
M r. Cowley has called h im self a 

member of the “ lost generation”  
(the phrase is G ertrude S te in ’s ). 
The lost generation consisted of 
■that specific group o f post-war in ­
te llectua ls  who were unable to in ­
tegrate themselves in  re la tion  to 
th e ir  social environm ent. They 
could read no pa tte rn  in to  the w a r 
and its  a fte rm a th  o f im peria lism , 
revo lu tion  and coun te r-revo lu tion ; 
and they sought to escape from  
w ha t they could no t understand. 
I t  is  even too fla tte r in g  to  im p ly  
th a t they sought to  understand and 
could n o t; th e ir  course was ra th e r 
a pu re ly  em otional refusa l to  come 
to  g rips  w ith  the li fe  around them.

They regarded po litics  as a mys­
te ry  o r a bore. The Am erican 
scene was something to ru n  away 
from , i f  you had the money. They 
sat around, these lite ra ry  people—  
the word “ in te lle c tu a l”  im plies a 
tra in in g  and d isc iy line  w h ich  they 
did  no t have— in  the European cap­
ita ls , and the great post-war mass 
movements swept by th e ir  cafe 
tables and the Cowleys had not the 
fa in tes t in k lin g  o f w ha t i t  a l l 
meant. They looked upon in d iv i­
duals who concerned themselves 
w ith  social problems o r ac tive ly  
pa rtic ip a ted  in  the class struggle as 
a species o f cu ltu ra l barbarian . 
Those were the heroic days o f the 
Communist In te rn a tio n a l: the a l­
te rna tive  destinies of Europe were 
poised on the edge of a k n ife ; a ll 
who had eyes could see th a t the 
fu tu re  o f hum anity, o f cu ltu re, was 
w ith  the masses. B u t to the Cow­
leys “ the masses”  were an object 
of distaste.

The Bohemian Life
The “ c iv ilized”  li fe  fo r these 

"in te llec tua ls ”  consisted in  the o r­
ganization o f esoteric lite ra ry  cults 
w ith  a r itu a l o f gin, fo rn ica tio n  and 
dandified rowdyism , w h ich  pe rm it­
ted the freest personal “ expression”  
to  everyone. E very fad had its  own 
coterie and its  own catchwords o f 
the moment. A fte r  a b rie f period 
of sterile  excitem ent these coteries 
would dissolve in  a quest fo r  new 
and more s tr ik in g  lite ra ry  m anner­
isms. E very th ing  was a t a prem ium  
— except, ideas.

The one member o f the “ lost gen­
e ra tio n ”  who re a lly  possessed cre­
ative ta len t o f a h igh  order, Ernest 
Hem ingway, was the m innesinger, 
the im m orta lize r of the group. “ The 
Sun Also Rises”  was an un forge t­
tab le p o rtra ya l of th e ir  feverish 
bohemianism, th e ir  complete lack 
o f social o r personal responsib ility, 
th e ir u tte r d is in tegra tion  and hope­
lessness. In  “ A  Farew ell to Arm s,”  
Hem ingway e x p lic it ly  s t a t e d ,  
through the m outh o f his chief 
character, the lost generation’s d is­
tru s t o f abstract ideas and con­
tem pt fo r  thought. H em ingway 
h im se lf made great lite ra tu re  out 
o f the chaos about him . Creative 
w rite rs  and a rtis ts  are never lost. 
They are sustained by th e ir  w ork. 
B u t the group o f w h ich  Cowley is 
representative substituted dram atic  
symbols, through conspicuous form s 
o f pub lic  exh ib ition ism , to get the 
assurance th a t they, too, counted 
in  the world . They possessed no 
creative ta le n t; and th e ir  headless 
gyra tions helped them to avoid the 
rea liza tion  o f th is  sad tru th , about 
themselves.

W hen the European currencies 
were fin a lly  stab ilized and these l i t ­
e ra ry Valntaschweine (as the Ger­
mans b it te r ly  named those who 
fattened on the unfavorable rate 
o f exchange) re g re tfu lly  re turned 
to  America, they transp lanted th e ir 
cliques and b raw ls  and gin-parties. 
T h e ir  Am erican period was perhaps 
even u g lie r and ta w d rie r than

th e ir European stay. Europe h a l 
been fo r  them a Roman H o lid ay ; 
in  Am erica they made a ha b itua l 
rou tine  ou t o f th e ir  pe tty  v ie « . B y 
1928 they had p re tty  w e ll exhaus­
ted th e ir  fe b rile  ingenu ity  and 
were thresh ing about fo r  new l i te r ­
a ry  mannerisms.

The New Urge
The depression came close on 

the heels o f th is  search fo r  new 
styles to conquer, and fu r th e r  ac­
centuated the bankruptcy o f th e ir  
o ld  lite ra ry  schools. The antics o f 
the “ lost generation”  ceased to be 
amusing even to themselves and 
th e ir  friends. The g rim  rea litie s  
o f hunger, unemployment and per­
vasive economic insecu rity  crowded 
out o f a tten tiôn  the pe tty  feuds and 
monkeyshines of speakeasy bohe­
mians, P aris ian  expatria tes and 
“ a r t  fo r  artsakers.”  Generous ad­
vances fro m  publishers, good fees 
from  magazines and lectu re  bu­
reaus came to an end fo r many of 
them ; not a few  faced ac tua l eco­
nom ic need. In  the post-war years, 
they had caroused, unseeing and 
uncomprehending, among s ta rv ing  
m ultitudes in  the European capi­
tals. Nowr, however, hunger and 
insecurity  were s tr ik in g  themselves 
or th e ir  friends. T h e ir psycholo­
gical compulsion to find  refuge and 
em otional security  in  a w o rld  w h ich  
had collapsed around th e ir  ears 
was in tensified a hundred-fold. B u t 
th e ir  new orien ta tion , lik e  the old, 
was hectic and unreflective, and 
equa lly  exh ib ition is tic .

I t  became fashionable to “ take 
positions” —avowals won no t by 
study or reflection, bu t suggested by 
the d ram atic  possib ilities o f the s it­
ua tion and by w hat lite ra ry  fr ien d  
o r foe was doing. Some became 
Catholic. Some became B abb ita rian  
H um anists or Southern A grarians. 
Some became “ Communists.”  Some 
became Communist because others 
had become Hum anist, and vice- 
versa.

Gorham B. Munson, whose career 
so closely pa ra lle ls  Cowley’s, and 
w ith  whom Cowley and his friends 
so frequen tly  found themselves in  
c r it ic a l and even in  physica l com­
bat, is  a case in  po in t. A fte r  pass­
ing  through a ll the coteries o f l i t ­
e ra ry  Bohemia, the depression 
brought h im  to  Irv in g  B a b b itt’s re­
actionary H um anism  and, f ina lly , 
to  the Social C red it U top ia of Ma­
jo r  Douglas.

Malcolm Comes to... 
Stalin

Cowley was among those who 
proceeded to avow Communism. 
They d id  not know w hat i t  was but 
they had a notion th a t on the  po­
li t ic a l scene i t  corresponded to 
w hat surréalism e represented on 
the lite ra ry  scene. I t  was extreme. 
I t  broke w ith  everyth ing. I t  sim ­
p lified  th ings and made possible 
d ram atic  gestures w h ich cost very 
lit t le . I t  Had a litu rg y  whose rh e t­
o ric  le ft something to be desired, 
bu t which d id  have some fine, 
strong words like  “ class struggle” , 
“ p ro le ta r ia t” , and “ revo lu tion .”  I t  
was a t least as a u th o rita ria n  as the 
Hum anism  and Catholicism  of 
the ir lite re ry  foes, thus prov id ing  
them w ith  the em otional refuge 
they sought. Yet i t  was much more 
exciting . A close fr ien d  of Cowley, 
Kennelh Burke, has e x p lic itly  fo r­
m ulated th is  rhe to rica l and re lig ­
ious approach to Communism in 
many recent artic les.

The Cowleys were genuinely sur­
prised when the Communist Party , 
w ith  l i t t le  fo llow ing  among w o rk­
ers and a t th a t tim e none among 
the stylized in te llectua ls , greeted 
them w ith  enthusiasm, and instead 
of g iv ing  them a p o lit ic a l education 
and leaching them a li t t le  mental 
d iscip line, used them as w indow- 
dressing fo r  phony united fronts. 
Communism came to the Cowleys 
w ith  the suddenness of ' re lig ious 
conversion ; and like  a ll new con­
verts to a gospel, th e ir zealotry 
was in inverse proportion to th e ir 
knowledge. Th is was am usingly 
evident in  th e ir reactions to Love- 
stoneites, Socialists, and those who 
were defending T ro tsky against the 
m alicious slanders o f the S ta lin ­
ists. The Cowleys d id  not know 
w hat i t  was a ll about, but they 
were ir r ita te d  whenever serious d i f ­
ferences arose. I f  only, they groaned 
smugly, these eternal quibbles 
would le t up ! They read l i t t le  of 
M a rx is t lite ra tu re  and understood 
less. Some leaders of the Commu­
n ist P a rty  had a t the outset enter­
tained the fea r tha t these in te llec ­
tua ls would t ry  to function  as in ­
tellectua ls. i.e., th in k . They were 
soon reassured ; i t  became clear tha t 
th e ir whole past had fa ile d  to p re­
pare the Cowleys fo r such a func­
tion ; on ly  the most rigorous re­
tra in in g  could have transformed 
even the best o f them ; b u t the 
Communist P a rty  would not “ and 
could not give them such a tra in ­
ing.

Love a t First Sight
Moreover, to the ir ignorance and 

unw illingness to learn, was added 
the fa c t tha t Cowley and people 
lik e  h im  feared no th ing more than 
being th rus t in to  the outer d a rk ­

ness by those who were the officia l 
guardians o f salvation by fa ith  in  
S ta lin  and h is works. N or was i t  
on ly fea r; there was also a ffin ity . 
These “ in te llec tua ls ”  knew w hat i t  
was to  assume an a ttitud e  and to 
refuse to  defend i t  except by ex­
com m unication, excoria tion  and 
b lo w s ; they had conducted th e ir  
lite ra ry  struggles on th a t level. 
The irra tio n a lis m  and bombast o f 
S ta lin ism  struck a responsive chord 
in  the Cowleys, and they nestled 
com fortab ly  and uncomprehending- 
ly  in  the bosom of the  S ta lin is t 
Church. They d id  not understand 
“ the theory o f social-fascism,”  bu t 
defended it .  They did  not under­
stand w ha t the “ un ited f ro n t from  
below”  meant, bu t they were sure 
th a t i t  was a tine th ing. They d id  
not understand the im p lica tions of 
“ socialism  in  one coun try ,”  bu t 
w ha t was good enough fo r  the 
D a ily  W orker was good enough fo r
them. I f  th is  seems exaggerated, 
one has only to tu rn  to one o f M r. 
Cowley’s lite ra ry  efforts as proof.

Cowley Spills the 
Beans

A t the tim e of H itle r 's  coming to 
power, the S ta lin is ts  were p riva te ­
ly  saying th a t there had been no 
chance o f a German revolution, 
th a t i f  there were a s lig h t chance 
i t  was not w o rth  tak in g  because i t  
would d is tu rb  the status quo and 
lead to a European w a r w h ich  
w ou ld  in te rfe re  w ith  the F ive  Year 
Plan. Publicly, of course, the S ta l­
in is ts  were shouting th a t the revo­
lu tio n  was on the order o f the day, 
th a t H it le r  would no t la s t the next 
month, th a t already the masses 
were g ird in g  to smash him , etc., 
etc. The rea l line  was fo r  p riva te  
d is tr ib u tio n  only. Cowley showed 
bow  l i t t le  he understood by b lun­
de ring ly  g iv ing  away the rea l line  
(New Republic, A p r i l  12, 1933) : 

''Trotsky’s alternative policy, 
w ith  its  continual threat of w ar 
[ije ., shattering of status quo] 
would be justified only in  case 
there was an im m inent chance of 
proletarian revolution somewhere 
in  the West. Can i t  be reason­
ably expected/"’

No, said Cowley. And in  the 
same piece he gave one o f the ba ld­
est (because unconscious) state­
ments o f the S ta lin is t “ theory”  of 
revo lu tion. The Am erican prole­
ta r ia t  is weak, said Cowley. “ B u t 
the ch ie f obstacle to a revo lu tion  
in th is  country is  no t the weakness 
of the p ro le ta r ia t; i t  is  ra the r the 
strength o f the m iddle class.”  How,
then, w in  the m idd le  class? The 
classic M a rx is t answer is  th a t a 
po w e rfu lly  organized and deter­
mined p ro le ta r ia t w i l l  d raw  to i t ­
self a ll those elements o f the m id ­
dle classes w h ich  have s im ila r eco­
nomic in terests w ith  the p ro le ta r ia t 
and w hich fun c tiona lly  and c u ltu r­
a lly  stand to  ga in  under socialism. 
The strugg le  to w in  the m iddle 
classes begins w ith  the organization 
of the p ro le ta ria t. N o t so fo r  S ta l­
in ism  and C ow ley: “ the on ly th in g  
tha t can tu rn  us aside from  tha t 
steep path in to  the sea (Fascism ) 
is the influence on the m iddle class­
es of the Russian experiment, the 
success o f ‘socialism  in  one coun­
try." ”  “ The only th in g !”  Never 
was S ta lin ism  stated more ba ld ly  
—or indeed, s tu p id ly ; fo r  to pu t 
i t  in  such terms gives the whole 
show away.

Criticism a Crime
I f  pa in ting  Russia as a paradise 

is the way to stop Fascism and 
make the revo lution, any c r it ic is m  
of the S ta lin is t bureaucracy be­
comes a crime. The d is tinc tion  be­
tween hostile  bourgeois c ritic ism  
and revo lu tiona ry  M a rx is t c r it ic is m  
of S ta lin ism  is a d is tinc tion  w h ich 
the Cowleys are incapable o f m ak­
ing. Any statement o f doubt o r 
c ritic ism , they greet w ith  b itte r  
resentment. Unable to defend w ha t 
they believe, they tu rn  upon dis­
senting views w ith  fierce impa- 
.tienee. They have lived  too long 
w ith ou t serious thought about so­
c ia l and p o lit ic a l problem s; they 
w ant only the luxu rious  em otional 
security they have won by th e ir 
new a lleg iance; the labor o f th in k ­
ing is too high a price to pay fo r 
the tru th .

Note w hat happened when the 
line  o f the Communist P a rty  
changed and a l l  the e a rlie r dogmas 
except the in fa l l ib i l i t y  o f S ta lin  
were th row n in to  the discard. W ith ­
out s opping so much as to d raw  a 
breath, or change th e ir tone, or 
give any reasons, the Cowleys con­
tinued th e ir  chorus o f amens to the 
pronouncements o f B row der and 
Hathaw ay. Instead of the “ d ic ta ­
to rsh ip  o f the p ro le ta r ia t,”  the cry 
now became “ the People’s F ro n t” 
— a ll the people, in c lud in g  Repub­
licans and Democrats, no t to speak 
of yesterday’s Social-Fascists. The 
somersault was no t un like  those of 
th e ir  lite ra ry  past, when the slo­
gans o f “ ob jectiv ism ”  fo llow ed the 
slogans of “ expressionism”  w ith o u t 
very much concern fo r  meaning or 
consistency.

I t  is on ly in  re la tion  to the fore­
going background th a t Cowley’s 
type and its  significance can be un­
derstood. T h is  background has ac­
centuated h is  personal characteris­

tics as a li te ra ry  c r it ic . The qual­
itie s  he has displayed in  fu lf i l l in g  
h is post as li te ra ry  ed ito r m ark  a 
v io len t break w ith  the previous l i t ­
e ra ry  tra d itio n  o f the New Repub­
lic . Compare h im  w ith  h is  prede­
cessors. F rancis H a cke tt was note­
w o rth y  because o f h is  disciplined 
im agination  and genia l w arm th, 
P h ilip  L i t te l l  had a ce rta in  d ry  
acerb ity  and in te lle c tua l incis ive­
ness w h ich  one could en joy w ith o u t 
accepting his judgm ents, Edm und 
W ilson was always d istinguished 
fo r  the  lu c id ity  and sym pathetic 
p la u s ib ility  w ith  w h ich  he rendered 
the visions o f the g reat a rtis ts  o f 
our day.

Malcolm  Cowley, however, is  
completely incapable o f hand ling  
ideas. H e cannot analyze them, 
cannot p lay  w ith  them, cannot 
place them in  a  s ign ificant context 
Consequently, he is compelled to 
con front ideas w ith  a ttitudes usu­
a lly  irre le va n t to  the subject m at­
te r of h is c ritic ism , and asserted 
w ith  rhe to rica l force ra the r than 
w ith  precision. T h is  gives to a l l 
o f his c r it ic is m  the characteris tic  
q u a lity  o f b luster. F o r b luster a l­
ways results, when an a ttitud e—  
even a v a lid  one— is defended w ith ­
out ins igh t, w ithou t qualification, 
and w ith o u t im agination. One can 
almost p re d ic t in  advance w hat 
Cowley w i l l  say and how he w i l l  
say it .  F o r h is a ttitudes are fo r ­
m ulated fo r h im  by p o lit ic a l agen­
cies, even fo r  works of lite ra tu re , 
and w ith in  the lim its  of h is under­
standing he applies them  to  every 
w o rk  upon which he feels called 
upon to  pass judgm ent. These a t­
titudes Cowley ca lls M arx ian . Since 
they are reached not by thought 
bu t by h is sense fo r  the dram atica l­
ly  appropriate, he invests them 
With the p a tte r and ja rgon  of M a rx ­
ism w ith o u t any conception o f the 
rea l meaning o f M arx ian  princip les.

Cowley as a Thinker
In  other words, Cowley has made 

a theory o f c ritic ism  ou t o f h is  in ­
capacity to th ink . O r i f  he th inks, 
he th in ks  (so to speak) w ith  h is 
guts. L ike  most viseerally-m inded 
people, he is baffled by ideas and 
arguments. Unable to  respond on 
the same level, h is responses be­
came blocked and he is  over­
whelmed w ith  a sense of fru s tra ­
tion  w h ich  can on ly be lifte d  by 
some v io len t release o f energy. In  
his L e ft  B ank  lite ra ry  days, he 
could break th is  fru s tra tio n  by a 
b low  or a f ig h t or, as he has con­
fessed, by threatening to beat the 
head off a hostile c r it ic  like  Ernest 
Boyd. B u t in  p rin t, the v io len t re ­
lease of energy by w h ich he breaks 
the impotence produced by argu­
ment is accomplished through 
abuse or denunciation or the ir 
equiva lent in  innuendo. Most often 
th is  means tha t when Cowley must 
review a book o f ideas, he w il l  
w rite  about its  author. I f  he can 
de liver some thw ack ing  slaps a t 
the author, or the au tho r’s grand­
fa ther, he feels he has delivered 
him self of h is c r it ic a l obligations. 
La te ly , he ta lks  about the au tho r’s 
class, w ith o u t even a ttem p ting  to  
establish an organic connection be­
tween the ideas and the class.

A  case in  po in t th a t comes to 
m ind is Cowley’s review  o f a book 
on Pareto. Pareto is meat fo r  a 
M arx is t. I t  is  an easy task fo r  
any competent M arx is t to evaluate 
Pareto’s ideas and siiow th a t they 
cannot adequately account fo r the 
s truc tu re  and development of any 
social in s titu tio n . B u t a ll tha t 
Cowley could grasp about Pareto 
is th a t a M a rx is t cannot accept his 
doctrines. And he p rom ptly  p ro ­
ceeds to “ ann ih ila te ”  Pareto by 
some choice epithets about Pareto’s 
pretensions and d ifficu lt te rm ino lo­
gy. No argum ent, no development of 
the M arx is t position— to understand 
w hich the poor fe llpw  p a in fu lly  
scans every copy of the D a ily  
W orker and the New Masses— and 
no t even the fa cu lty  o f s ta tin g  in ­
te ll ig ib ly  the position w ith  which 
he disagrees.

Towards an “ Under­
standing“ of M arx

B u t i t  is when Cowley reviews 
books on M arx ism  th a t he reveals 
h im self most, as in  his piece on 
the English trans la tion  of Franz 
M ehring ’s biography o f K a r l M arx. 
To read M ehring ’s book fo r  the 
firs t tim e is a profound in te lle c tua l 
experience fo r  any in te llig e n t rad­
ica l ; the book is one of the most 
a ttra c tive  in troductions to the in ­
te llectua l life  o f M arx  and his 
epoch. I t  is  notable fo r the way- 
in  which i t  weaves a s k il l iu l pa t­
tern out of M a rx ’s ideas and a c tiv i­
ties. M ehring presents M a rx ’s 
ideas in  th e ir  tim e and context, 
evaluates them, does not hesitate 
to take issue (no t always happ ily ) 
where he th in ks  M arx  was wrong. 
The least one could expect of a 
c r it ic  o f th is  book— not to speak o f 
a M a rx is t c r it ic — is  to  describe 
these ex trao rd ina ry  qua lities of the 
work, to make a concise statement 
o f M a rx ’s con tribu tion  to the 
thought of m ankind and to attem pt 
to summarize— no m atte r how b rie f­
ly — the significance o f M a rx ’s ideas.

Cowley’s ideo-phobia prevents 
h im  from  even suggesting w hy i t

is th a t M a rx  and no t any o f h is 
contemporaries is  th e  in te lle c tua l 
leader o f the  w o rk ing  class. Cow­
ley probably does no t know  why. 
H e cannot ru n  the r is k  o f a ttem p t­
in g  to  say w hy, fo r  fea r o f pu llin g  
a howler. W hat, then, does he do? 
] le  graciously  praises M a rx ; praises 
h im  fo r  hav ing  w ritte n  poetry when 
he was a very young man, and fo r  
hav ing  read Aeschylus (and in  
G reek !) ; praises h im  fo r  being a 
great lover, a Rom antic rebel, a 
persecuted so u l; praises F ra u  M arx, 
too, fo r  being a  devoted w ife . 
Thresh ing about fo r  some w ay to 
connect M a rx  w ith  w h a t he (Cow­
ley) knows, Cowley h its  upon the 
no tion  o f pronouncing M arx  to be 
“ the s p ir itu a l contemporary o f 
Baude laire and F laube rt.”  In  h is 
b lundering  way, Cowley has picked 
out tw o  men who represent in  d if ­
ferent ways the precise antithesis 
to M arx. The revo lu tion o f 1848, 
w h ich brought M a rx  to revo lu tion ­
ary  m a tu rity , le f t  Baudela ire an 
em bittered reactionary. F lau be rt 
cu ltiva ted  a philosophy o f personal 
iso la tion  and the c u lt o f lite ra tu re  
fo r  its  own sake; he became one of 
the gods o f the L e ft  B ank pantheon 
of Cowley’s post-war years. A n­
other analogy o f Cowley’s is w o rth  
no ting  because of its  perfect in e p ti­
tude. A fte r  the defeat o f the revo­
lu tio n  o f 1848, he likens M arx  to  
Lu c ife r proc la im ing to his folowers, 
“ A ll is  not lo s t; the unconquerable; 
W ill , ”  etc. A t  th a t moment, in  ac­
tu a l fact, M a rx  was belaboring 
those emigres who were exa lting  
the W il l  and thus confounding the ir 
desires w ith  the state o f actua l a f­
fa irs , One could go on lik e  th is 
from  sentence to sentence; fo r Cow- 
ey cannot w r ite  a line  even about 
the persona] deta ils o f M a rx ’s life  
w h ich  does no t c ry  fo r  correction. 
N o t a word has he to say, how­
ever, about M a rx ’s ideas. M a rx ’s 
metaphors? Yes. B u t the sense o f 
the metaphors? Cowley finds no 
room fo r  tha t, in  the longest review  
of the season. Reading Cowley’s 
review , in  fact, one w ou ld  ge t the 
impression th a t “ The L ife  o f M a rx “  
was a series of d ram atic  actions by 
a rom antic  man o f le tte rs. T ha t 
M a rx  was a revo lu tion is t is  men­
tioned only once, and then w ith  a 
sneer, as i f  th a t was the least sig­
n ifican t aspect o f his though t and 
life . “  ‘He was above a l l  a revo­
lu tio n a ry ’ as ten thousand people 
have quoted fro m  Engels’ address 
at the grave.”  One is  a revo lu­
tion a ry  fo r Cowley, presumably, by 
temperament— something lik e  being 
a poet. Ideas have no th ing to do 
w ith  it.

W ith  an eye on those “ T rotsky- 
ites”  who are always g iv ing  h im  
a pa in in  the neck by answering 
the slanders o f the S ta lin is t press, 
Cowley tries  to  make M a rx  ou t as 
a man too proud to answer those 
who denounced him . “ M a rx  d id  
not answer these personal slan­
ders.”  says Cowley sm ugly and 
wrongly. I t  w ould be tru e r to say 
th a t M a rx  never fa ile d  to answer 
any one who attacked him , even 
those who, lik e  Yogt, Ruge and 
Bakunin, specialized in  slander. 
P rac tica lly  eve ry th ing M a rx  wrote 
was an answer to somebody.

Discovering Trotsky
H is  review  o f M ehring ’s M arx, 

according to  Cowley, b rought a 
query  fro m  a reader who wanted 
to know  why, i f  M a rx  was great 
because o f the th in gs  recounted 
about h im  by Cowley, T ro tsky  was 
not e n title d  to the same k in d  o f 
homage. This, says Cowley, led 
h im  to read T ro ts k y ’s “ M y L ife ”  
and to “ rev iew ”  i t  in  the New Re­
public o f A p r i l 8.

h is m etier. H e can con fron t them 
on ly  w ith  a ttitu d e  and a tt itu d in iz ­
ing.

Moreover, Cowley’s p o lit ic a l mas­
ters fo rb id  the use o f analysis as 
a method in  dealing w ith  T ro tsky , 
and “ T ro tsky ism .”  The true  be liev­
ers do not argue  w ith  T ro ts k y  and 
those who stand w ith  him . They 
shower abuse and denunciation o f 
the v iles t k in d  on “ T ro tsky ites” ; 
in  the Soviet Un ion they shoot 
them, to rtu re  them, and im prison 
them ; in  o ther countries, n o t least 
in  Am erica, they attacked our 
meetings w ith  clubs and brass- 
knuckles— a ll in  the name o f the 
revo lu tion , o f course. Even i f  he 
were capable of c a rry in g  on an 
ideological controversy w ith  T ro t­
sky, therefore, Cowley’s m entors 
would fo rb id  it .

Everything Goes
Cowley cannot, however, adopt 

his masters’ methods against T ro t­
sky, in  the pages o f the New Re­
public. Ffirst, because the libe ra l- 
is tie  tra d itio n  s t i l l  fo rm a lly  re ­
ta ins  the doctrine th a t discussion 
of differences should be conducted 
on a ra tio na l basis. Second, be­
cause to  a ttem pt in  lib e ra l circles 
to assert tha t T ro tsky  is a counter­
revo lu tiona ry  would on ly  provoke 
howls of laughter. The lib e ra l 
(who is also a bourgeois) has a 

^pretty c lear p ic tu re  o f w ha t the 
class lines are. He knows th a t 
T ro tsky  is a revo lu tion is t and 
blood and bone o f the p ro le ta ria t. 
I t  is  fo r  th is  reason, indeed, th a t 
so many libe ra ls  fee l more fr ie n d ly  
to S ta lin  than to T ro tsky ; S ta lin , 
apostle of the in te rna tiona l status 
quo, is closer to them  p o lit ic a lly . 
Cowley can scarcely a ttem pt to 
peddle the  usual S ta lin is t ba lder­
dash about T ro ts k y ; fo r  a bour­
geois-liberal audience, he requires 
a d iffe ren t k in d  of clap-trap.

The usual S ta lin is t methods are 
certa in ly  not too low  fo r  Cowley. 
H e uses them him self, he so lida ri- 
zes h im se lf w ith  them, outside the 
pages o f the New Republic. The 
m urder and im prisonm ent o f Bol- 
shevik-Lenin ists in  the Soviet Un- 
ioh does no t s t ir  h im  fro m  h is  com­
placency. H e has never been know n 
to object to thuggery used against 
“ T ro tsky ites ”  in  Am erica. A fte r 
the ill-fam ed M adison Square Gar­
den a ffa ir, when John Dos Passes 
and other w rite rs  addressed a le t­
te r to the Communist P a rty  pro­
testing against the physica l on­
slaught on the Socia list meeting, 
Cowley refused to sign the le tte r 
or to  make any protest. As a mem­
ber of the ed ito ria l board o f the 
Book Union, Cowley countenanced 
the pub lica tion  o f Barbusse’s “ S ta l­
in ,”  a com bination of fan tas tic  adu l­
a tion o f S ta lin  and character-assas­
s ination o f T ro tsky  th a t is so re­
pulsive, th a t even the more sophis­
tica ted S ta lin is ts  are embarrassed 
by it .  O nly a few  weeks ago, be­
fo re  the collapse of the S ta lin is t 
slander th a t T ro tsky  was w r it in g  
fo r Hearst, Cowley was haw king  
th is  slander around in  lite ra ry  c ir ­
cles. Th is is  the measure o f Cow­
ley. The only reason he does no t 
w r ite  as he ta lks , is  th a t he can’t  
get aw ay w ith  i t  in  the New Repub­
lic , and th a t h is usefulness to  the 
S ta lin is ts  a t th is  stage lies in  “ add­
in g ”  h is “ outside”  voice to  theirs. 
In  a pinch, Cowley w i l l  even deny 
th a t he is a Com m unist— meaning 
th a t he does no t ca rry  a member­
ship card. He is more useful w ith ­
out one.

Character Assass­
ination

I t  is s ign ificant of Cowley’s men­
ta li ty — and o f h is purpose— th a t he 
does not re fe r to the volum inous 
po litica l w ritin g s  o f T ro tsky which 
have appeared in  the s ix  years 
since “ M y L ife ”  was published.

The m alicious dishonesty of his 
piece on T ro tsky  does not obscure 
Cowley’s specious pretense o f ob­
je c tiv ity . He says he found h is 
reader’s le tte r “ pe rtu rb ing ”  and 
therefore “ set m yself the task of 
reading and repo rting  on T ro tsky ’s 
'M y L ife .’ ”  Thus, he seeks to 
evoke the atmosphere o f an unpre­
jud iced judge, who is s if t in g  the 
evidence in  order to  come to a fa ir  
decision. T h is  piece of chicanery 
on Cowley’s p a rt is  not fo r tu ito u s ; 
i t  is a necessary p a rt o f the job 
he wants to do on T ro tsky.

An honest con trovers ia lis t would 
have no need o f such devices. A  
tra ined M a rx is t is  fa ir  enough to 
his opponent to state the la tte r ’s 
position accurately and to use 
against h im  accurate and re levant 
m a te ria l; bu t he disdains to simu­
la te  a n e u tra lity  he does not feel. 
Th is method of polemic has brought 
r ich  resu lts  in  c la rifica tio n  o f 
thought and enunciation o f posi­
tions ; i t  is  the method o f M arx  
and o f Lenin, and a l l  th e ir  w o rk  
is w r itte n  from  th is  standpoint.

B u t th is  method is a closed book 
to Cowley. I ts  p r im a ry  requis ite 
is the m astery o f ideas and the a b il­
ity  to weave them  together, counter­
pose them, fuse them, apply them  
to facts and m od ify  them when 
facts  so d icta te. In  the lig h t  o f our 
analysis o f Cowley and h is  type, i t  
is  clear th a t th is  method is a lien 
to him. D ea ling  w ith  ideas is  not

Cowley comes on-stage, therefore, 
w ith  his neu tra l make-up, on, and 
re g re tfu lly  reports th a t T ro tsky ’s 
autobiography is a “ d isappointing 
book.”  W hy? There then fo llow s 
an essay po rtra y in g  a va in  pea­
cock, indeed a megalomaniac, a 
poseur and ham actor— whose name 
is T ro tsky . T h is  approach is cal­
culated to reach an audience o f 
libera ls , who have no t the in fo rm a­
tion  o r M a rx is t standpoint w ith  
w h ich  to detect Cowley’s nim ble 
finger-work.

The attack on a m an’s character 
is one which, i f  plausible, makes a 
deep impression on libera ls . The 
reason fo r th is  is simple enough. 
In  bourgeois po litics, the p o lit ic a l 
differences between opposing groups 
are generally in s ig n ifica n t; and the 
libe ra l, is sophisticated enough to 
realize th is  fac t. H is  choice in  po l­
it ic s  narrow s down, therefore, to 
“ choosing the best men.”  And 
since he w i l l  not d raw  the neces­
sary consequences, the lib e ra l con­
tinues to look fo r  men o f charac­
te r even a fte r i t  has become abun­
da n tly  evident th a t his yesterday’s 
choice may be a fine man b u t m ust 
ca rry  ou t h is class role. These 
considerations make the question of 
personality p ro found ly  im p o rtan t 
to the libera l. T ha t is w hy Am er­
ican cap ita lis t po litics is so la rge­
ly  a campaign o f character assas­
sination. A nd tha t is w hy Cowley 
chose th is  device w ith  w h ich  to  
a ttack  T ro tsky.

B u t to  M arx is ts , Cowley’s “ por­
t r a i t ”  o f T ro tsky  is  no t on ly  a 
slander against T ro tsky  h im se lf 
but, much more im portan t, i t  is a 
slander against the ve ry  founda­

tions of revo lu tiona ry  theory. I f  
w ha t Cowley says about T ro tsky  
were true, then we would have to 
ra d ica lly  revise ou r conceptions o f 
the revo lu tiona ry  process.

Revolu tion ists ho ld  a  ve ry  rea l­
is tic  view  o f the  na tu re  o f revo lu ­
tion a ry  leadership. W e v iew  demo­
c ra tic  con tro l as com patib le w ith  
the fu lle s t a u th o r ity  in  the hands 
o f chosen leaders, and re vo lu tion ­
a ry  advance as on ly possible when 
the leaders a c tu a lly  lead the ra n k  
and file . I t  is  ou r contention th a t 
so long as dem ocratic con tro l re­
mains a live  in  the  revo lu tiona ry  
pa rty , th a t p a rty  w i l l  tend to p u t 
its  best leadership fo rw a rd . The 
revo lu tiona ry  strugg le demands the 
best leadership available. Under 
cap ita lis t democracy and fascism, 
puppets m ay ru le— the leading 
s trings are pu lled  fro m  behind. B u t 
the revo lu tiona ry  strugg le , a s trug ­
gle conducted by the vanguard o f 
the p ro le ta ria t, can be waged suc­
cessfully on ly under outstanding 
leadership.

A Titanic Task
The demands made upon revo lu­

tion a ry  leaders in  the hour o f the 
conquest fo r  power are t ru ly  awe­
in s p ir in g  To be able to estim ate 
the epoch, the  year, the day, a l­
most the hour a t w h ich  to s tr ik e ; 
to drive th rough  the  p a rty  an ac­
ceptance o f th a t es tim a te ; to  weak­
en the opposing forces by every 
possible method before com ing to 
a test o f armed s treng th ; to  ra l ly  
the m yriad  masses fo r  th a t test, 
w h ich lasts no t one day o r one ba t­
tle  bu t years of c iv i l w a r and in ­
te rven tion ; to  la y  the foundations 
o f the w orkers’ state even before 
the enemy is e n tire ly  vanquished; 
in  the m idst o f c iv i l w a r to ca ll 
together the vanguard o f the w o rld  
p ro le ta r ia t and organize the as­
sau lt on a ll the citadels of cap ita l­
ism  throughout the w o rld — such 
were the tasks of the Bolshevik 
leadership fro m  1917 to  1923. These 
tasks could have used supermen; 
fo rtu n a te ly  the re  were geniuses to  
do them, men who were in te lle c tua l 
g ian ts and lion-hearted, men self­
less enough so th a t they could be 
transform ed in to  the embodiment 
of the  h is to r ic a l process. W ho was 
T ro tsky?  In  those heroic s ix  years 
“ Len in -T ro tsky”  was the synonym 
o f the revo lu tiona ry  movement. 
Accord ing to Cowley the man en­
trusted w ith  these g igan tic  respon­
s ib ilitie s , second on ly to  Len in ’s, 
was. a peacock and a mountebank. 
Is  th is  not the ug liest libe l on the 
revo lu tiona ry  movement ?

An Ugly Libel
“ W ith  some people, i t  is  more im ­

p o rta n t to w atch th e ir  fingers than 
lis ten to th e ir  arguments,”  T ro tsky  
once said. Cowley is an example 
in  po in t. H is  “ p o r tra it”  of T ro t­
sky is b u ilt  up by dow nrigh t m is­
representation of w h a t T ro tsky  
says. We can take space on ly  fo r  
a few  choice examples.

“In  effect, this bpok is unjust 
to Trotsky and makes him  seem 
sm aller than life . In  effect, it  
reduces his tragedy to the dimen­
sions of a  personal quarrel. T h is  
is p a rtly  the resu lt of a s to ry  
th at he brings forw ard to explain  
his fa ll from  power. I t  seems 
th a t when he was a second-year 
student in  an Odessa h igh  school, 
the boys ‘gave a concert’ to an 
unpopular teacher. A  dozen of 
them were caught and punished, 
but T ro tsky, the b r ig h t student, 
was not suspected. A  p a rtic u la r ly  
stup id  and disagreeable boy 
named D a n ilov  was so jealous of 
h is in te lle c tu a l prestige and so 
angry a t his going scot-free th a t 
he accused h im  o f being respon­
sible fo r the whole a ffa ir— and 
the b r ig h t student was expelled, 
even though several friends came 
to h is defense. ‘Such.’ T ro tsky  
says, ‘was the f irs t  p o lit ic a l test 
I  underwent.’ He believes th a t 
the pattern established in  Odessa 
was repeated a ll through his life , 
and th a t S talin, whom he calls 
‘the outstanding m ed iocrity  in  the 
P a rty ,’ played the same ignoble 
role as D anilov. O ther Bolsheviks 
helped S ta lin  because they were 
pecoming self-satisfied Philistines 
and were made uncom fortable by 
T ro tsky ’s revo lu tiona ry  virtue.
. . . B u t most people accept a d if­
ferent explanation of his fa ll, and 
one th a t makes h im  seem more 
im portan t. T ro tsky  o rig ina ted  
and refused to abandon the idea 
o f the permanent revo lu tion. . . . . ”  
(M y  emphasis.)
The interested reader w i l l  no t 

realize the enorm ity  o f Cowley’s 
dishonesty in  the  above paragraph 
unless he compares the phrases 
emphasized w ith  those portions o f 
T ro tsky ’s book w h ich they p u rp o rt 
to  deal w ith . T ro tsky ’s book, though 
couched in  the fo rm  o f an autob io­
graphy, gives a g reat deal of space 
to the strugg le between Lenin ism  
and the post-revo lutionary reaction 
and its  expression in  the theory 
of “ socialism in  one country.”  So 
much so, indeed, th a t T ro tsky  finds 
i t  necessary to exp la in  th is  in  the 
Forew ord:

“ I  have dealt in  especial de ta il 
w ith  the second period o f the So­
v ie t revo lu tion, the  beginning o f 

(Continued on Page 3)
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t r ia ls  o f wreckers were prepared 
and organized. One o f the men who 
“ confessed”  spoke to me as fo llo w s : 
‘ ‘They kept me in  so lita ry  confine­
m ent fo r  five months, w ith o u t news­
papers, w ith o u t tobacco, w ith o u t 
my being allowed to  receive pack­
ages (o f food and c lo th in g ) o r to 
see my fam ily . I  was starved and 
to rtu re d  by loneliness. They kept 
demanding th a t I  confess m yself 
g u ilty  o f acts o f w reck ing  th a t 
never took p la ce ; I  refused to  as­
sume respons ib ility  fo r  crimes I  
never com m itted—-X was a fra id  of 
the consequences o f sueh grave 
self-accusations, bu t the prosecu­
to r kep t assuring me th a t i f  I  was 
re a lly  fo r  the Soviet power, as I  
said I  was, then I  m ust prove i t  
by deeds: the Soviet power was in  
need of my confessions, and there­
fo re  I  m ust give them. I  need not 
be a fra id  o f the consequences be­
cause the Soviet power would take 
m y unreserved confessions in to  ac­
count, and give me an opportun ity  
to w o rk  (he was an engineer), and 
enable me to expiate m y sins 
through w ork. I  would im m edi­
ate ly be perm itted to receive v is its  
from  m y fam ily , ob ta in  newspapers 
and packages, and go out fo r  walks. 
B u t i f  I  persisted in  rem a in ing 
stubborn and kep t mum, I  would 
be treated ru th less ly  and no t only 
find m yself subjected to repres­
sions but m y w ife  and ch ild ren 
would be persecuted as well. . . . 
F o r months I  refused to cap itu la te , 
bu t then th ings became so hard, I  
was so lonely th a t i t  seemed to me 
th a t the  fu tu re  could ho ld  no th ing 
worse in  store. In  any case, I  be­
came in d iffe re n t to everyth ing. 
Then I  proceeded to sign everyth ing 
the prosecutor demanded.’’

.The consequences? He was im ­
m ediate ly perm itted to receive 
newspapers, v is its , books, packages, 
and was transfe rred  to a common 
cell. The G.P.U. kept its  promise. 
H is  lo t was im proved by h is  false 
self-accusations (and h is  accusa­
tions o f others, a lthough he made 
no m ention of them d ire c tly  to 
m e). B u t w hy does th e  G.P.U. in ­
s is t upon fo rc in g  such fa lse  tes ti­
mony? Obviously in  order to s h ift  
the responsib ility  fo r  the d ifficu lties 
and fa ilu re s  in  the fu lf il lm e n t of 
the F ive  Year Pan from  the Gov­
ernm ent onto the shoulders o f the 
engineers— tha t is the answer. In  
th is  ja i l  I  la te r ran  across many 
s im ila r cases.

In  the Len ingrad  prison I  was 
also treated to the spectacle o f 
people compelled to spend the en­
tire  day standing in  the co rrido r 
before the doors of the prosecutor’s 
office— w ith o u t food o r sleep— or, 
subjected to 16-24 hours’ g r ill in g  in  
o rder to force from  them “ confes­
sions" wanted by the G.P.U.

There is no sense in  deluding 
oneself th a t these in q u is ito r ia l to r ­
tures are, i f  you please, applied 
only to the representatives o f the 
form er ru lin g  classes, or to the 
bourgeois in te lligen ts ia , and the 
m iddle classes. No. They are ap­
plied to workers. I  saw a sa ilo r 
who, on being led out from  the 
cell, was several times to ld  th a t he 
was going to face the f ir in g  squad. 
He was led out in to  the yard, and 
then brought back to the cell.

“ A fte r  a ll, you are a worker. We 
don't w ant to shoot you down lik e  
a W hite  Guard. As a w o rke r you 
should make a clean breast o f

recognized as po litical prisoners. 
Thus, fo r instance, the students, 
the Communist Oppositionists of 
the form er Chinese U niversity -?f 
Sun V a t Sen in  Moscow were ei­
th er shipped to the worst exile  
areas and into concentration 
camps where only crim inals were 
sent, or they were simply hand­
ed over fo r exterm ination to 
Chiang Kai-shek (they were 
placed on board p f a ship which 
goes from  Vladivostok to Shang­
h a i).

Comrade D editch  and m yself 
were removed fro m  Len ingrad  in  
the m iddle of October. T rue to its  
methods, the G.P.U. d id  no t te ll us 
where we were being taken. Only 
in  Chelyabinsk d id  we learn th a t 
ou r destina tion was Verkhne- 
U ra lsk. W e arrived  there on the 
evening of November 7. Through­
out the day, from  our car windows, 
we could observe the October pa­
rades, the celebrations in  the cities 
o f T ro itsk , M agnitogorsk, and 
other places th rough w h ich  we 
passed. Everyw here against the 
sky ros,e the foundations, w a lls  and 
chimneys o f factories, power p lants 
and in d u s tr ia l giants in  process of 
construction. A  new Am erica, 
cruel and m igh ty  sprouting  over 
one-sixth o f the te rre s tr ia l globe. . .

The three o f us, a ll Yugoslavs 
(comrade D ragu itch  was brought 
there three months la te r) spent ‘M  
years (u n t i l May, 1933) in  the 
Verkhne-U ralsk p o lit ic a l prison— (a 
p o lit ic a l iso lator, in  Russian te r­
m ino logy). T h is  prison is an old 
m il ita ry  ja i l ,  a s truc tu re  three 
stories h igh on the steppes o f the 
U ra l Cossacks. The bottom  story 
of the prison is very cold. One has 
to wear overshoes and sheepskin 
th roughout the en tire  w in te r, s it­
t in g  in  the  cells o f the f irs t  tie r. 
The inside w indow  panes become 
covered d u rin g  the n ig h t w ith  a  
th ic k  sheet of ice.

Student Strike
(Continued from  Page 1)

Fascism they supported the pro­
gram  w h ich includes a ca ll fo r  
“ genuine n e u tra lity .”  O ffic ia lly , the 
Communist P a rty  favors leg is la tion  
pledging the U. S. government to 
sanctions against the aggressor. 
B ut this position was not presented 
at Cleveland. S im ila r “ inconsisten­
cy”  is displayed by the Y.C.L. in  
the Am erican Youth  Congress.

In  the A.S.U., the Young Com­
m unist League has the predom inant 
voice in  the na tiona l committee. 
The slogans fo r  the student s tr ike  
were a rrived  a t in  agreement w ith  
the Y.C.L.ers on the committee. The 
resu lt has already been stated.

Pacifism has a lw ays been ram ­
pant among the students— during  
peacetime! T h is  pacifism  was easi­
ly  converted in to  the most frenzied 
pa trio tism  du rin g  the la s t w a r. 
“ Rehearsals”  fo r  action against 
w ar when i t  breaks along pacifis t 
lines can have on ly  th is  effect. F o r 
the m il ita n t  s trugg le  against w a r, 
pacifis t and p a trio tic  slogans and 
concepts m ust be rejected. In  the 
concrete s itua tion  th is  im plies 
above a ll a s trugg le  against the 
w idespread Rooseveltian illus ions  
o f the students and the soc ia l-pa tri­
o tic  position of the Young Commu­
n is t League.

it .  . . .”

The sa ilor persisted in  refusing 
to confess. B u t as a resu lt o f these 
to rtu res he went half-m ad. Then 
he was le ft in  peace. They insisted 
th a t he confess his f ic tit iou s  pa r­
tic ip a tio n  in  a f ic tit iou s  p lo t against 
S talin. Th is happened not a fte r 
the K iro v  a ffa ir  in  1934, bu t long 
before, in  the year 1930.

Persecution of Chinese
A ll th a t I  witnessed in  the Len­

ingrad prison came as a f r ig h tfu l 
b low  to me. U n ti l then I  had the 
highest regard fo r  the G.P.U. T h is  
was another one o f the phases 
w h ich  demonstrated to me th a t the 
degeneration o f the once revolu­
tiona ry  power had gone much fu r  
the r than I  had presumed. I  im ­
m ediate ly protested to the prosecu­
to r against these horrors, tortures, 
fa lse accusations, and “ confes­
sions.”

Upon the conclusion o f the inves­
tig a tio n  o f m y case, I  sent a le tte r 
■to the collegium  o f the G.P.U. and 
the C.E.C. of the U.S.'S.R., demand­
in g  tha t I  be pe rm itted  to depart 
abroad. M y comm unication was 
le ft  unanswered. There was no 
need to  tre a t us w ith  ceremony, fo r  
we were on ly representatives o f a 
sm a ll B a lkan  people. Together w ith  
my Yugoslav comrade Deditch, I  
was shipped o ff to the po litica l 
prison in  the U ra ls . The question 
o f my re tu rn in g  home was post­
poned inde fin ite ly . As I  found out 
la te r, the trea tm ent accorded us 
was qu ite “ respectable.”  A fte r  a ll, 
I  was a European, a man, as Hit-1 
1er would say, belonging to the) 
w h ite  race.

But so fa r as Chinese and a ll 
■other “Asiatics” are concerned, I 
th e  present Soviet rulers deal 
w ith  them much more uncerem •- 
niously: they are generally not j
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The food is  the tra d itio n a l fare  
o f the poor Russian m ou zh ik : 
bread and g rue l fo r  d inner and 
supper, day in  and day out, fro m  
year to  year. In  add ition  we got 
a t in y  po rtion  of bad fish o r of 
canned, and often ha lf-ro tten  meat. 
Conflicts broke out several tim es 
over the ro tten  meat. Once a (week 
we were given vinaigrette (a  sause 
made of vinegar and o il— Ed.). 
r"h is  day was considered a holiday. 
Tw o times a year— on M ay 1 and- 
on November 7— we received a slice 
o f w h ite  bread. B u t even th is  
modest and monotonous fa re  was 
given us in  inadequate quantities. 
The portions were s lig h tly  in ­
creased only a fte r the 18-day hun­
ger s tr ik e  in  1981. The qua lity , 
un fo rtuna te ly , remained unchanged.

When, in  the beginning o f 1933, 
we began reading in  the papers 
about the workers’ delegations tha t 
were being sent to Germany to  v is it  
the prisoners there, we were seized 
w ith  dow nrigh t e n vy ! I f  some 
workers’ delegation or a democra­
tic  delegation wohld on ly  a rrive  
fro m  abroad to  pay us a v is it, to 
take a look a t w hat is going on, 
and observe how we are liv in g  in  
the prisons, concentration camps, 
and e x ile ! B u t fo r  some reason o r 
other, the self-same leaders o f the 
foreign w o rk ing  class organization, 
and the self-same dem ocratic la w ­
yers who grow in d ig na n t a t any 
protest against the te rro rs  o f H i t ­
le r  Germany keep qu ie t and rem ain 
unconcerned about measures, qu ite

s im ila r in  nature, taken against 
workers, peasants and revo lu tion­
is ts  in  S ta lin is t Russia.

*  *  *

The Hunger Strikes
In  1981 we went th rough  an 18- 

day hunger s tr ike  in  our prison. 
I t  passed peacefu lly, and most of 
the demands were granted. T h is  
was the on ly case of a peaceful 
settlem ent of a conflic t. D u ring  
the 1930 conflict, du ring  one o f the 
harshest w inters, in  the m onth o f 
February, the prison ad m in is tra ­
tion— the self-same G.P.U. —  used 
the w ate r hose, sprayed the pro­
testing prisoners w ith  ice water, 
broke the windows, and shut o ft the 
heat. D u rin g  the con flic t in  1929, 
the G.P.U. w ent even fu rth e r—  
a fte r they were doused w ith  w a te r 
from  the hose, the prisoners were 
bound hand and foot, and, in  th is  
condition, soaking wet, hog-tied, 
w ith o u t any food, they were le ft  
ly in g  on the cement floors fo r  three 
days and three nights— “ in  so lita ry  
confinement.”  Such is the  ju r id ic a l 
label fo r  these abominations. In  
the 1934 hunger strike , w h ich  was 
held in  protest against the a rb i­
tra ry  autom atic and un iversa l ex­
tension o f the prison terms, the 
Communist Oppositionists were 
once again hog-tied and subjected 
to forced a r t if ic ia l feeding, and 
then, they were transfe rred e ither 
to concentration camps or to o ther 
prisons.

Heavy Casualties Among Prisoners
Several o f the im prisoned female

Malcolm Cowley
(Continued from  Page 2)

which coincided w ith  Len in ’s i l l ­
ness and the opening o f the cam­
pa ign against “T ro tsky ism .’ The 
strugg le  o f the- epigones fo r 
power, as I  sha ll t r y  to  prove, 
was no t m erely a strugg le o f per­
sonalities ; i t  represented a new 
p o lit ic a l chapter— the reaction 
against October, and the prepara­
tio n  o f the Therm idor. F rom  th is  
the answer to  the question th a t 
I  have so o ften been asked— ‘How 
d id  you lose power?’— fo llow s 
n a tu ra lly .”  (Pp. v-v i.)
One need b u t thum b through the 

book to  see th a t the “ personal 
quare l”  m yth  is completely exploded 
by T ro ts k y ; i t  m ig h t be said th a t 
the raison d’etre of the book is to 
exp la in  the political content o f his 
struggle. I t  is an out and out 
fab rica tion  when Cowley says 
T ro tsky  brings fo rw a rd  the Odessa 
school story “ to exp la in  his fa l l  
from  power”  and th a t T ro tsky  be­
lieves th a t S ta lin  “ played the same 
ignoble ro le  as D an ilov .”  T ro tsky 
does use term s lik e  “ self-satisfied 
P h ilis tines”  to describe the psycho­
logical effects of the political reac­
tion expressed by S ta lin ’s na tiona l 
Bolshevism ; i t  is crysta l-c lear in 
the book w ha t T ro tsky  is ta lk in g  
about. When Cowley counterposes 
th is  w ith  a “ d iffe ren t exp lanation 
of his f a l l ” — so magnanimously !—■ 
he is  e ith e r de libera te ly ly in g  or he 
is too igno rant to understand w hat 
he is reading.

One fu rth e r example o f Cowley’s 
t r ic k e ry : “ B u t the least adm irab le 
qu a lity  he reveals is a van ity  th a t 
is  always s tr ik in g  poses and p lay ­
ing  roles,”  w rite s  C ow ley; and as 
proof he weaves together some in ­
cidents in  T ro ts k y ’s life , each one 
d istorted suffic iently— by the simple 
device o f describ ing them in  semi- 
humorous language! I f  T ro tsky 
makes a  forced m arch in  the C iv il 
W ar back to  his m ain forces, Cow­
ley describes i t  as “ General P h il 
Sheridan r id in g  tw en ty  m iles to 
W inchester.”  I f  T ro tsky is fo rc ib ly  
carried  in to  exile, Cowley has h im  
“ carried downsta irs kicking and 
squirming.” So tha t, having pa in t­
ed a p ic tu re  a t his own sweet w ill,  
Cowley can sagely conclude: “ In  
a l l these episodes there is a m ix ­
tu re  o f profound dram a w ith  ac­
to r ’s parade, and sometimes w ith  
actor’s parade in  circumstances 
th a t make i t  seem t r iv ia l and un­
pleasant.”  T ru ly , Cowley is  ju s t 
an honest judge who discovers th a t 
T ro tsky ’s “ personality seems less 
sym pathetic than the reader had 
expected.”  E xpected!

The above examples of Cowley’s 
method m ust suffice. T h a t method 
is not peculiar to him , bu t is em­
ployed by other S ta lin is t in te lle c ­
tua ls when w r it in g  in  lib e ra l pub­
lications. Louis Fischer uses i t ; 
so do others who w rite  fo r  The 
N ation  and the New Republic.

W ho was defeated when T ro tsky 
was defeated? Only T ro tsky, ap­
parently, in  Cowley’s estimation. 
Yet his own few  sentences on th is  
po in t ( i f  Cowley understood them 
he would never have w ritte n  them) 
ind ica te the true  answer. “ The 
revo lu tion in  Western Europe was 
checked in  1923, w ith  the fa ilu re  
o f the las t German uprisings. In  
1927, when the Chinese revo lu tion 
was also suppressed, most Russians 
decided th a t th e ir  on ly hope was 
to develop socialism  in  th e ir  own 
country. T ro tsky  the in te rn a tio n ­
a lis t was thus defeated by events 
in  Shanghai and B e rlin .”  N o t only

T ro ts k y ; the world p ro letariat was 
also defeated. B rand le r’s policy of 
1923, B orod in ’s po licy o f 1927,— th is 
was the po licy o f S ta lin  based on 
the ‘ ‘theory o f socialism  in  one 
coun try” ; Cowley can scarcely be 
expected to  know— he knows so few  
th ings about the revo lu tiona ry  
movement—th a t S ta lin 's  po licy  was 
already fo rm ula ted in  those days, 
and no t a fte r 1927. “Today his 
trag ic  burden is th a t he bas been 
defeated by h is to rica l forces,”  Cow­
ley says o f T ro tsky . Yes, the w o rld  
p ro le ta r ia t has been defeated by 
“ h is to r ic a l forces,”  bu t S ta lin ism  
is the “ h is to rica l force”  which made 
tha t defeat possible.

One wonders whether Cowley 
realizes how much lie is revealing 
when he w rite s : T ro tsky  “ has not 
on ly been expelled bodily from  the 
country he helped to w in , bu t also 
painted out of i is  p ictures and de­
leted from  its  schoolbooks.”  We 
know th a t these S ta lin is t methods 
are countenanced by Cowley, who 
is one of the ed ito ria l sponsors of 
the book, w ritte n  along the specifi­
cations of pa in ting  out the p ic tu re  
of T ro tsky  from  the October Revo­
lu tion , signed by Barbusse. Does 
Cowley understand the im p lica tions 
of th is  method of struggle against 
"T ro tsky ism ”  ? W hat does i t  mean, 
when the S ta lin is ts  cannot meet 
T ro tsky ’s arguments on the level 
of logica l argum ent? W hen they 
try  to conceal from  the Soviet popu­
la tion  not on ly T ro tsky ’s ideas, but 
even his h is to rica l achievements? 
When prison or worse is the pun­
ishm ent fo r  speaking o r w r it in g  
tha t T ro tsky  is not a counter-revo­
lu tion a ry  ? w hen such methods are 
employed against p ro le ta rian  oppo­
nents in  the nineteenth year o f the 
revo lution? Has i t  ever dawned 
upon Cowley tha t there is no w a r­
ran t fo r the S ta lin is t pogrom-tactics 
in  M a 'rx is t-Len in is t theory? Does 
he know tha t they are as a lien  as 
is Fascism to the revo lu tionary 
tra d itio n  ? B u t Cowley knows noth­
in g ; he on ly  knows th a t he stands 
w ith  S ta lin , and anyth ing th a t is 
good enough fo r S ta lin  is good 
enough to r  him . Just le t Cowley 
know the line.

This, the reader w i l l  say, sounds 
more like  the task o f a policeman 
who m ust enforce the law , than 
the ro le  of the c r it ic  whose in te l­
lectua l du ty  is to analyze and in ­
terpre t. Yes, i t  does sound lik e  a 
policeman; and Cowley by na tu ra l 
in c lina tion , past tra in in g  and pres­
ent allegiance, functions in  the 
pages o f the New Republic as a 
lite ra ry  cop. He is a m in ion o f the 
law  o f S ta lin— a cop p a tro llin g  his 
beat in  the book review section of 
the New Republic w ith  ready-made 
memoranda drawn up fo r h im  by 
his S ta lin is t masters. L ike  most of 
the beef-eaters p a tro llin g  our 
streets, in  a s im pler w o rld  he would 
have been a fa rm er, suspicious of 
the ways of c ity  fo lk , good w ith  
cattle, simple and content so long 
as the seasons kept th e ir  appointed 
rounds, but sullen and savage when 
perplexed by a problem. In  our 
w o rld  he is a prize e xh ib it o f the 
k ind  of “ in te lle c tua l”  who has been 
won by the Communist P a rty . They 
can use no others.
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comrades among the Bolshevik-Len- 
in ists, among them  Lena D a n ilo ­
vich, slashed th e ir  veins in  protest 
against th is  bestia l treatm ent. The 
consequences o f th is  regim e proved 
catastrophic fo r  a number o f com­
rades. In  add ition  to tw o grave 
cases o f insan ity— Vera Berger and 
V ic to r K ra in y , who were trans­
ferred to an insane asylum — there 
was the serious psychical illness of 
M arusia Ivanova, whose name is 
famous throughout a l l o f S iberia as 
the heroine o f the c iv i l w a r and of 
the underground strugg le  against 
Kolchak. A fte r a long d raw n  out 
struggle, the G.P.U. agreed to free 
her from  ja i l  but refused to  le t 
her go to her re latives, sending 
her instead in to  exile. One o f the 
prisoners, Andrey Grayev, became 
stone-blind in  the prison a fte r  the 
b ru ta l acts of the G.P.U. in  Febru­
ary, 1930.

The im prisoned Communists 
lived in  th e ir cells and took th e ir 
walks in  the prison ya rd  in  groups 
(3-5 cells together, 25-30 people) ; 
They composed the “ communist sec­
to r ” (a ll told, 140-180). The Social­
ists o f a l l parties (Russian and 
Georgian social democrats, Z ionists 
and le ft S.R.s), the anarchists and 
ind iv idua ls  from  the R ig h t S.R.s 
and the M axim a lis ts  were placed 
in  d iffe re n t cells and composed an­
other, an anarch ist-socia list sect»» 
(50-80 people, approxim ate ly  ten fo 
each o f the above mentioned organ­
iza tions).

Each sector had its  own “ house­
hold”  economic organization, head­
ed by an E lder and a “ M in is te r of 
Finance.”  Each collective was rep­
resented by the elder in  dealings 
w ith  the prison adm in is tra tion , 
w h ile  the "M in is te r of F inance”  
had charge o f the treasury of the 
sector. In  the event o f struggles 
w ith  the adm in is tra tion , both sec­
tors harmonized th e ir actions, sup­
po rting  each other in  th is  o r th a t 
form , bu t otherw ise the re la tions 
between the tw o sectors, even as 
regards the day to day routine , 
were r ig id ly  d iffe rentia ted. The i l ­
legal post office was organized 
jo in tly .

Political Life
In  the p o lit ic a l domain the  Com­

m un ist sector was div ided in to  a 
num ber of groups and shadings, 
alm ost each o f them w ith  its  own 
separate organization, its  own com­
m ittees, its  own publications. The 
F ive Year Plan shook up the entire 
170 m illio n  population o f Russia. 
The P lan represented a real tech­
nological, and, in  part, an econo­
m ic revo lu tion  (or. a t any rate, as 
could be sensed even back in  1930, 
an attem pt a t such a revo lu tion ). 
The social and po litica l problems 
which the F ive Year P lan posed 
before a ll th in k in g  people could 
Hot fa i l  to arouse in  the prison a 
profound ferm ent, new seekings, 
and. in  part, a cris is  in  old ideolo­
gies. The intense and more o r less 
f r u it fu l search fo r  answers to new 
questions?" was accompanied by an 
inevitab le  sharp in te rn a l struggle.

In  1933-1935 the s itua tion  in  the 
country had become more clarified, 
the theoretica l questions had as­
sumed a more d is tin c t and in te ­
grated fo rm , and, on th is  basis, 
there occurred a new c rys ta lliza ­
tion  of the prisoners in to  several 
basic p o lit ic a l groups, among them 
the un ifica tion  o f a l l the Bolshevik- 
Lenin ists in to  a single organiza­
tion . I, too, took the live lies t pa rt 
in  the struggle o f groups and ideas, 
in  the search fo r  the theoretica l 
de fin ition  of a ll th a t was tak ing  
place a t tha t tim e, and everyth ing 
tha t had occurred du ring  the en­
tire  16 years o f the revo lution, and 
in  the search fo r the defin itions of 
the lessons o f the Russian Revolu­
tion  and the new revo lu tiona ry  
tasks. The large num erica l strength 
of the Verkhne-U ralsk collective of 
the po litica l prisoners, the presence 
there o f qualified representatives 
of a ll tendencies and shadings of 
revo lu tionary thought in  Russia fo r  
the last 20 years helped g rea tly  to 
fa c ilita te  the a tta inm ent o f definite 
results.

Under conditions th a t doomed 
the en tire  country to silence, or, 
ra ther, to subservience and com­
pelled men to repeat pa rro t- like  an 
obviously false offic ia l ideology, the 
large and in te rn a lly  cohesive ja i l  
was transform ed in to  a labora tory 
o f ideas. The prison became the 
on ly place fo r  free sociological re­
search. I  attem pted to make fun ­
dam ental use o f my compulsory 
presence in  th is  prison, th is  t in y  
is land of lib e rty .

C iliga’s Prison Conclusions
I  was o f the opin ion th a t aims 

and results ju s t ify  sufferings and 
victim s. As a consequence, I  a r­
rived to the views o f the so-called 
u ltra -Le fts . I  became convinced 
tha t the fundam ental and decisive 
breaking po in t in  the Russian Rev­
o lu tion  occurred in  1920-1921, when 
the in it ia l steps of the workers to­
wards ga in ing con tro l o f production 
came to an unsuccessful conclusion, 
and when, as a resu lt, the  bureau­
c ra tic  s ta te-capita lis t organization 
o f in d u s tr ia l production trium phed, 
being subsequently corre lated un­
der the N.E.P. w ith  concessions to 
p riva te  cap ita lis t elements in  agri-

PO LAND
The Polish G.P. has no t been be- 

hind-hand in  fo llo w in g  ou t the so­
c ia l-p a trio tic  line  o f S ta lin is t d ip ­
lomacy, and o f the Seventh W orld  
Congress o f the C. I .  The Polish 
S ta lin is ts  ru n  second to none when 
i t  comes to proc la im ing the love 
they fee l fo r  th e ir  Polish Father- 
land, and th e ir  readiness to  defend 
its  fro n tie rs  against “ fo re ign  ag­
gressors” . The rea l enemies o f the 
Polish people, according to the S ta l­
in is ts  (who masquerade under the 
name of “ L e fts ” ), is  a sm all gang 
o f Fascist p lo tte rs a t the head of 
the Government who are bent on 
se lling  Poland to H it le r  and his 
Nazis.

As elsewhere, so In  Poland, too, 
the S ta lin is t soc ia l-pa trio tic  cam­
paign, th e ir  beating o f the drums 
fo r a “ People’s F ro n t”  is  accom­
panied by a v ile  cam paign o f slan­
der against the most consistent op­
ponents of the S ta lin is t treachery 
in  Poland as elsewhere— the “ T ro t­
skyis ts” . Upon the en try  o f the 
T ro tsky is ts  in  Poland in to  the Bund 
and in to  the Polish Socialist 
P arty , the Polish S ta lin is ts  have 
“ redoubled th e ir e fforts” .

Under the head ing: “The Cam­
paign against the ‘Trotskyists’ 
The Volkszeitung, the W arsaw or­
gan o f the Bund (M arch 11, 1936) 
takes cognizance o f the most re­
cent piece of S ta lin is t abomination, 
a c irc u la r  issued by the W arsaw 
C.E.C. of the Communist Y ou th  and 
addressed to  the students, and the 
w o rk ing  class youth, on the sub­
je c t o f , . . the “ T ro tsky is ts .”

The Volkszeitung a rtic le  begins 
w ith  the statement th a t the Bund 
has always looked upon the T ro t­
skyists”  as a pa rt o f the in te rna ­
tiona l p ro le ta rian  movement (even 
though sm all num erica lly) ” , The 
w r ite r  then goes on to  comment as 
fo llo w s :

“ We have always viewed w ith  as­
tonishm ent and deep concern (not 
to use a harsher te rm ) the b itte r, 
a rb itra ry  and envenomed strugg le 
th a t the S ta lin is ts  have waged 
against the sm all groups o f T ro t­
skyists. One m ig h t have im agined 
th a t a fte r the Com intern had 
changed its  approach towards the 
non-Communist movements, t h e  
S ta lin is ts  would also m od ify  th e ir  
struggle against the T ro ts k y is ts ; 
th a t an end would be p u t to the 
previous venomous methods of 
struggle which they have directed 
against th is  group. Just the oppo­
site lias been the case. N o t on ly  
lias there lieen no m odification in  
the struggle against the T ro tsky ­
ists, but, on the contrary, i t  has 
been made s t i l l  sharper—i f  th a t is 
conceivable.

"W e have before us a c ircu la r 
signed by the W arsaw C.E.C. o f 
the Y.C.L., addressed to  the stu­
dents and the w ork ing  class youth 
and devoted en tire ly  to the T ro t­
skyists. We have no in tentions of 
rep lan ting  in  the columns o f our 
paper the flowers of th is  c ircu la r: 
we refuse to do the authors o f th is  
c ircu la r such a favor. Everyone 
who has had the occasion to read 
it, and who is not a fflic ted  w ith  
S ta lin is t myopia, has had to agree 
tha t its  contents canont be appraised 
otherw ise than as an in c ita tio n  to 
a progrom against the T rotskyists.

“ W hile  th is  mimeographed c ircu ­
la r  has been read by a few, there 
are, however, many who have had 
the opportun ity  to hear S ta lin is t 
speeches or to read the so-called 
“ L e ft”  publications. And they, too, 
have been compelled to recognize 
tha t w hat the "L e fts ”  pe rm it them ­
selves in  re la tion  to the T ro tsky ­
ists is absolutely unheard-of! T w is ­
ted quotations, the most senseless 
canards, abusive epithets— a ll these 
do not qu ite  exhaust the en tire  a r­
senal o: ’weapons’ they employ 
against the T ro tsky is ts” .

The w r ite r  o f the a rtic le  then 
points out o f the S ta lin is ts  th a t the 
Trotsky is ts , who are members of 
the Bund, have not on ly obligations 
towards the pa rty , bu t th a t the 
pa rty  has also a du ty  towards 
them : “ We, therefore, ho ld i t  nec­
essary to stress tha t in  add ition  to 
the r ig h t to  defend th e ir views fu l-

cu ltu re  and trade. These conces­
sions were liqu idated, by and large, 
du rin g  the period o f the F ive Year 
Plan, a fte r which there was estab­
lished in  Russia the system o f fa r-  
flung bureaucra tic  state-capitalism  
in  the domain of economy, support­
ed bv a regime o f Bonapartism  in  
the sphere o f po litics.

Because o f these views I  le ft  the 
“ collective of the le f t  Bolshevik- 
Lenin ists,”  and became one o f the 
in it ia to rs  of the un ifica tion  o f the 
so-called u itra -L e ft groupings. Th is 
un ifica tion  took place on ly a fte r 
m y departure from  Verkhne-U ralsk. 
“ The Federation o f le f t  Commu­
nists”  (consisting of extrem e le ft  
Bolshevik-Lenin ists. a section of 
the D.C.ers. W orkers’ Opposition, 
fo llow ers o f M yasnikov) was organ­
ized there. T h is  Federation num­
bered 25 people. The re-united 
organization o f the Bolshevik-Len­
in is ts  consisted o f 140. A  section 
o f the D.C.ers and “ independents”  
rem ained outside both these un ited 
groups.

(To be continued in  next issue)

ly  in  the ranks o f our pa rty , our 
comrades are en titled  to one other 
r ig h t, namely, the r ig h t to  he de- 
lended by the p a r ty !”

Should any member o f the Bund 
fa i l  in  his ob ligations to the organ­
ization, he m ust be ca lled to ac­
count. He w i l l  be judged bu t not 
“ in  accordance w ith  reports ca rried  
by the ’L e ft ’ papers.”

(F rom  the tenor o f the remarks 
in  the Volkszeitung a rtic le , i t  is 
clear tha t the Polish S ta lin is ts  have 
appointed themselves as spies to 
snitch on the “ d is loya l acts”  of 
the T ro tsky is ts  who have entered 
the Bund.)

The w r ite r  disclaims any know ­
ledge o f d is loya lty  on the pa rt of 
the Trotsky is ts . He points o u t to 
the S ta lin is ts  tha t the Bund is “ not 
a barracks” , and th a t differences 
o f op in ion are perm issible in  its  
ranks, “ because in  our p a rty  every 
member has the r ig h t to  defend 
whatever views he deems to  be cor­
rect.”

In  any case, the manner in  which 
the T ro tsky is ts  deport themselves 
is pure ly  the in te rna l business of 
the Bund, fo r the la tte r  to decide, 
and not fo r  the S talin ists.

The a rtic le  concludes w ith  the 
fo llo w in g  w a rn in g :

"W e w i l l  not to le ra te  any at- 
empt on any body’s p a rt to  conduct 
an in c ita tio n  to a pogrom against 
them (i.e., the ‘T ro tsky is ts ’) ” .

*  *  •

A pprop ria te ly  enough, the S ta l­
in is ts  are un fo ld ing  th e ir pogrom 
campaign against the T ro tsky is ts  
p ra c tica lly  a t the same tim e tha t 
tha t Polish Fascists are in te ns ify ­
ing th e ir  an ti-sem itic  propaganda, 
and stag ing actual pogroms against 
the Jews. A  monster protest s trike  
against th is  Fascist drive  was held 
on M arch 17, in  W arsaw.

The ris ing  tide  of reaction in  Po­
land is, n a tu ra lly  enough, accom­
panied by a v io len t d rive  against 
the liv in g  standard of the workers. 
A  wave o f s trikes has been spread­
in g  th rough Poland fo r  the last 
tw o m onths (since F eb ru a ry ).

E a rly  in  M arch, the strugg le  o f 
the te x tile  w orkers in  the c ity  o f 
Lodz, and the surround ing region, 
developed in to  a general s tr ik e  in  
th a t area. The W arsaw te x tile  
workers were prepared to come out 
also, bu t the s tr ik e  was sho rtly  set­
tled.

Sporadic outbursts elsewhere, 
among the chocolate workers, the 
ta x i drivers, the m iners, etc. have 
been flaring . A ll these struggles are 
pure ly  defensive in  character. Thus, 
500 m iners s truck a t the state 
mines near Cracow, rem ain ing un­
derground, because the Government 
introduced a tw o  day lay-off per 
month.

A t  Lodz the te x tile  workers 
s truck  to compell the m anu fac tu r­
ers to abide by the contracts signed 
in  1933. The General S trike  was 
called off a fte r the m anufacturers 
promised “ to  m a in ta in  the term s of 
the agreement” , and also to  pre­
serve the 46 hour week, as w e ll as 
to “ m itiga te  the methods o f in tro ­
ducing ra tio na liza tion ”  in to  the in ­
dustry.

The W arsaw organ of the P.P.S., 
Robotnik, stated, in  commenting 
upon the settlement o f the Lodz 
s trike , th a t i t  was “ qu ite  a suc­
cess” .

A  week a fte r the supposed settle­
ment o f the s trike , the papers re­
ported th a t in  the Lodz area, SOO 
sm all te x tile  m ills  were s t i l l  ou t on 
strike , together w ith  3,500 kn it-  
goods workers.

The police methods throughout 
Ftoland have been unprecedented in  
th e ir  b ru ta lity . The fr ic t io n  be­
tween the workers and the police 
came to a head in  Cracow, where 
more than 10,000 w orkers demon­
strated on M arch 23 against the 
harsh police methods used on 
M arch 20, in  the c ity  o f Cracow, 
against s tr ik in g  workers.

The dem onstration was staged 
despite the s tr ic t  police orders pro­
h ib it in g  it .  When the police charg­
ed, the demonstrators erected wood­
en barricades. The strugg le lasted 
the en tire  afternoon. The police 
charged w ith  draw n sabers, and 
fro m  the f irs t  opened fire. E ig h t 
dem onstrators were k ille d  on the 
spot. More than f if ty  were wound­
ed, inc lud ing  several women. Two 
o f the wounded died in  the hospital.

The bes tia lity  and ruthlessness 
o f the police aroused the Cracow 
workers to a fig h tin g  p itch . And 
when a few days la te r, thp fune ra l 
procession took place, thousands 
marched in  the procession, a hun­
dred thousand lined the streets, and 
the po lice were conspicuous by 
th e ir  absence.

The b ru ta lity  in  Cracow has s t ir ­
red the workers o f Poland as few 
events have in  recent months. B u t 
there  has been no m itig a tio n  in  the 
offensive o f the bosses against the 
liv in g  standards o f the workers.

So fa r  as can be gathered from  
the reports, a l l the struggles o f re­
cent months have been under the 
leadership o r w ith  the  active par­
tic ip a tio n  o f the Bund and the Po­
lish  Socialist Party. Hundreds o f 
socialists were arrested during the 
Cracow events, as w e ll as in  the 
various strikes.
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Analysis of the Akron Strike 
And the Role of the C I O

By A. J. M USTE
The analysis o f the recent s trike  

in  the Goodyear T ire  and Rubber 
p lan ts in  A kron  centers about three 
p o in ts : the role and temper o f the 
s tr ike rs  themselves; the ro le o f 
union officials and in  p a rtic u la r 
John L. Lew is ’s Committee fo r In ­
du s tria l O rgan iza tion ; and th a t of 
the -working-class p o lit ic a l parties 
and groups.

In  tack ling  the Goodyear Com­
pany, the s trike rs  were p it t in g  the ir 
forces against the biggest o f the 
t ire  and rubber companies, which 
had one o f the oldest, and u n t il the 
recent s trike  most “ successful” 
company unions, and w h ich  had 
very im portan t connections w ith  
b ig  corporations in  steel and other 
industries. Thus Tom G ird le r of 
Republic Steel is on the Goodyear 
board o f d irectors and offered his 
strike-b reaking troops to Goodyear. 
On the other hand; the intensely 
com petitive s itua tion  ex is ting in  the 
indus try  was favorable to the s tr ik ­
ers in  th a t Goodyear could not a f­
fo rd  to lose business to other com­
panies. F rom  another standpoint 
i t  was th is  very com petitive s itu ­
ation leading the companies to de­
vise means to cut labor costs which 
brought the com bination o f wage- 
cuts, speed-up, increased hours and 
lay-offs by the Goodyear Company 
against w h ich  the workers revolted.

Vigilantes Crushed

The m ilitancy  and so lid a rity  of 
the Goodyear s trike rs  m arked the 
high po in t in  the class strugg le fo r 
1936 and in  some respects fo r  the 
en tire  recent period in  Am erican 
labor h is to ry. Before the Goodyear 
men were assured of support even 
from  th e ir own local and in te rna ­
tion a l union, they closed down the 
Goodyear p lan t and m il ita n t ly  and 
successfully defied an in junction . 
Im m ediate ly thereafter the workers 
in  the Firestone and Goodrich 
p lan ts and in  most of the other in ­
dustries in  A kron as w e ll as the 
P ro ject W orkers Unions were mob­
ilized. They were set to pour out 
o f the p lants on masse and in s ti­
tu te  a general s trike  a t any a t­
tem pt by any agency to break the 
Goodyear p icket line  by force. 
When in  one o f the last weeks o f 
the strike, the company inspired 
the organ ization of a v ig ilan te  o r­
gan iza tion  on a large scale and 
pu b lic ly  appealed fo r  violence 
against the s trikers ' and th e ir  lead­
ers, s ix  thousand s trike rs  gathered 
on the picket line  openly armed 
w ith  clubs and other weapons and 
challenged the v ig ilan tes to do th e ir 
worst. A fte r  a ll th e ir loud ta lk , 
the so-called “ forces o f law  and o r­
de r”  decided th a t th e ir aim  was 
sim ply to ra l ly  pub lic  opin ion fo r 
an ea rly  settlement of the strike. 
The s trike rs  m ainta ined th e ir ranks 
and th e ir s p ir it  to the very end. 
W hatever was gained, in  the "strike, 
and th a t was considerable, was 
gained because o f this.

Role of C .I.O .

Industrial Unionism in 
Mass Production 

industry

tion  year in  a key state. B u t th is  
means, fo r  one th ing , th a t in  “ g ra t­
itude”  votes are to be cora lled fo r  
Roosevelt and fo r  another th in g  
tha t the s trike rs  m ust be restra in ­
ed so th a t the po litic ians may 
p lausib ly  contend th a t there is rea l­
ly  no need fo r c a llin g  out the m il­
it ia . Obviously, too, i t  is  fan ta s tic  
to suppose th a t labor leaders who 
base themselves upon Roosevelt can 
possibly push employers in  the ba­
sic industries to a settlem ent th a t 
costs them  anything. And th is  
po in t is o f c ruc ia l im portance in  
considering the s tr ik e  settlements 
w h ich  the C.I.O. w i l l  support o r be 
“ forced”  to  make in  situa tions lik e  
Akron.

The M cGrady A rbitration

Now the C.I.O. was prepared to 
accept the M cG rady a rb itra tio n  
proposed a t the beginning o f the 
strike . The effect of accepting i t  
would unquestionably have been a 
betrayal of the s trike . The ro le  of- 
the C.r.O. representatives in  the 
M arch 14 “ settlem ent”  w h ich  was 
rejected is not w h o lly  clear. T ha t 
is not the case w ith  regard to the 
M arch 21 terms, the acceptance of 
w h ich  b rough t the s tr ike  to an end.

A dm itte d ly  these term s were an 
im provem ent on those of the pre­
vious week. A dm itte d ly  also they 
did  not offer the s tr ike rs  even tha t 
m in im um  (o f assurance, fo r  exam­
ple, th a t Goodyear would no longer 
finance the company union, nor rec­
ognize its  representatives) which 
they had la id  down in  a compro­
mise proposal, from  which already 
certa in  im p o rtan t demands had 
been elim inated, the previous week. 
I t  is  also a m atter of public record 
tha t the C.I.O. representatives sud­
denly launched the most vigorous, 
even feverish, pu b lic  a c tiv ity  in  o r­
der to get the s trike rs  to vote fo r 
the acceptance of these terms and 
so w ind  up the strike. I f  the C.I.O. 
opposed acceptance of the M arch 14 
terms, i t  has to exp la in w hat in ­
duced i t  to make such fra n tic  ef­
fo rts  to p u t over on ly s lig h tly  im ­
proved terms a week la te r. There 
is not the slightest in d ica tion  of 
any im portan t change du ring  tha t 
in te rva l e ithe r in  the general ob­
jec tive  s itua tion  or in  the temper 
of the strikers. In  the e ffo rt to put 
over the M arch 21 terms the C.I.O. 
representatives who had themselves 
been the object of C. Nelson 
Sparks’s “ red scare”  campaign du r­
ing the week pu t on a “ red scare”  
against the W orkers P arty , Commu­
n is t P arty , “ rad ica ls”  generally 
and the present w r ite r  by name, 
stooping lower than A.F. of L. re­
actionaries have ever gone in  sim ­
i la r  situa tions in  which I have been 
involved by saying to reporters th a t 
I  must be acting  fo r  a strike-break­

ing  agency w h ich  ju s t wanted the 
s tr ike  prolonged so as to make mon­
ey by crack ing w orkers’ heads. I t  
was in  such an atmosphere o f hys­
te ria  th a t the s trike rs  voted to ac­
cept the M arch 21 terms and ended 
the strike, a fte r the more m ilita n t 
elements among them had c ritic ized  
the term s and indicated th e ir p re f­
erence fo r  con tinu ing the fight, bu t 
stated th e ir  readiness to accept loy­
a lly  whatever decision m ig h t be 
taken by the m a jo rity .

Now in  the f irs t  place any ch ild  
can see th a t the te rr if ic  e ffo rt th a t 
was required, the barrage th a t had 
to be la id  down in  pub lic  and p r i­
vate, to  p u t the  settlem ent over dis­
poses completely of the argument 
th a t e ithe r the general ru n  o f s t r ik ­
ers o r the more conscious, m ilita n t 
elements were tired  or discouraged 
or fo r  whatever reason wanted to 
get back to w ork  on p re tty  much 
any terms.

How the Agreement Carried
Secondly, i t  disposes of the argu­

ment th a t the terms themselves 
were so clear and so desirable from  
the s tr ike rs ’ po in t of view  th a t any 
c ritic ism  or opposition could spring 
only from  dense ignorance or actual 
treason to the union. The Rubber 
W orkers officials and the C.I.O. 
were able to pu t them over on ly by 
tak ing  a vote in  an atmosphere o f 
hysteria and w ith o u t g iv ing  the 
s trike rs  a m inute fo r  rea l study of 
the terms. T w o la rge sheets of 
mimeographed m a te ria l of a very 
complicated nature were handed 
them  as they came to the meeting 
where the vote had to be taken, and 
th is  in  spite of the fa c t th a t the 
s trike rs  had been to ld  two days be­
fore th a t they would be given sev­
era l days to study the proposals.

One argum ent th a t has been pre­
sented by defenders of the C.I.O. 
role is th a t funds were low, money 
fo r feeding s tr ike rs  was runn ing 
out and the s tr ike rs  were a fra id  to 
go on under these circumstances. 
One u n w illin g ly  adm its the audac­
ity  o f the cynicism  th a t is im plied 
here. I t  is generally agreed tha t 
the C.I.O. w ith  some of the m igh t­
iest unions in  the country attached 
to i t  gave a p a ltry  few  thousand 
dollars to the s trike  fund. Le t us 
restra in  any ind igna tion  w h ich  the 
s itua tion  m igh t occasion, and sim ­
ply observe tha t no group which 
th inks th a t the employers in  the ba­
sic industries in  th is  country can 
be licked on the basis o f p u ttin g  a 
few thousand do lla rs in to  a s trike  
against Goodyear T ire  and Rubber 
in vo lv ing  fifteen thousand workers 
can expect to  be taken seriously.

T im id ity  of Local Leaders
S till another argum ent used by 

the defenders o f the C.I.O. ro le is 
th a t the local and na tiona l officials 
of the Rubber W orkers Union were 
weak and tim id , d id  not w an t a v ig ­
orous and large-scale struggle, 
would no t ask fo r  money w hich had 
v ir tu a lly  been p u t a t th e ir  dispos­
al. I f  they had only fo llowed the

The ro le o f Lew is’s Committee fo r  
In d u s tr ia l O rganization in  the A k ­
ron strike , as in  other s itua tions in  
th is  period, was not a simple one 
and no simple and completely f ilia l 
estimate of i t  is possible. There is, 
on the one band, no question tha t 
the C.I.O. made contribu tions to 
the strike. ‘The moral influence of 
its  support counted fo r a good deal. 
The tra ined organizers sent in to  
A kron by the Committee had an im ­
po rtant share in  bu ild ing  up the 
excellent s trike  organization. The 
fact of C.I.O. endorsement doubtless 
helped in getting financia l support 
from  union bodies throughout the 
country, though th a t given by the 
C.I.O. and the unions affilia ted  w ith  
i t  was u tte r ly  ins ign ificant.

There is. however, much to be 
said on the other side. The C.I.O. 
came out in support o f the s trike  
on ly a fte r the workers had shut 
down the plant. I t  made no effort, 
a lthough repeatedly urged to do so 
by m ilita ip  s trikers, to extend the 
s tr ike  to Goodyear plants in other 
cities, an elementary step. B y 
speech and action C.I.O. represen­
ta tives sought to tone down ra the r 
than capita lize to the utm ost upon 
the m ilitancy  of the A kron w o rk ­
ers. They agreed to pe rm it tires 
to be moved out o f the p lan t though 
the s trike rs  were against i t  and 
there is every reason to believe th a t 
ra ilroa d  men would not have moved 
any fre ig h t cars i f  a picket, line  
had been m ainta ined across the 
tracks.

An Agency fo r Roosevelt
T h a t the C.I.O. is an agency fo r 

ra lly in g  Roosevelt support from  
among the unions and the workers 
generally has been openly demon­
strated since the close of the A k ­
ron s tr ike  w ith  the organ ization by 
Lewis, H illm a n , B erry  etc., o f the 
Non-Partisan Labor Committee. The 
A kron s tr ike  furnished an il lu s tra ­
tion  of the equivocal ro le to w h ich 
th is  leads in  s trike  situations. I t  is 
generally understood th a t the “ in ­
fluence”  o f Lew is and other trade 
un ionists w ith  Roosevelt had an 
im portan t bearing on keeping the 
m il it ia  out o f A kron— in  an elec-
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th is is the k ind  of Labor P a rty  
which could alone be b u ilt  on a 
mass basis in  th is  country. And i t  
understands tha t, under present 
conditions, the Labor P arty  a g ita ­
tion  can be u tilized  as by fa r  the. 
most effective weapon against the 
progress of revo lu tionary ideas 
among the masses and the streng th­
ening of revo lu tiona ry  -organization.

The Old Guard, then, is figh ting  
a princip led and uncompromising 
fight. On the whole, i t  has been a 
well-fought f ig lil.  The occasional 
slanders and exaggerations are per­
haps the inevitab le  concomitants of 
such po litica l struggles. The tro u ­
ble w ith  th e ir figh t has been not the 
lack o f princip led character, but 
that, th e ir princip les were wrong. 
And. in  th is  case, not m erely wrong 
from  the po in t of view  o f the h is­
to rica l interests o f the w ork ing 
class, bu t also out of line  w ith  the 
wishes and opinions o f the m a jo rity  
o ' Socialist P a rty  members and en­
ro lled  voters.

Lessons far the M ilitan ts
B ut, in  spite of the fa c t th a t the 

M ilita n ts  won in  the P rim a ry  con­
test, there are lessons fo r  the M il­
itan ts  to learn from  the general 
character o f the figh t w h ich  the 
O ld Guard conducted. The cam 
paign of the Socialist Call compares 
in  many respects un favorab ly w ith  
the campaign of the New Leader. 
D u ring  the months preceding the 
P rim aries there was on ly one sub­
s tan tia l a rtic le  published in  the 
Call m aking a p rinc ip led  p o litica l 
a ttack on the O ld Guard. In  the 
tim e in te rven ing before the na tiona l 
convention, the Call has a chance to 
remedy th is  defect by setting its e lf 
the task o f c la r ify in g  p o lit ic a l is ­
sues, of s ta ting  and exposing before 
the p a rty  membership the precise 
po litica l character o f the O ld 
Guard and its  policies, of l i f t in g  the 
struggle determ inedly from  a mere­
ly  personal and organ ia tiona l

plane. Only in  th is  way w i l l  the 
fa c tio n a l struggle be in  the fu lle r  
sense educational and inv igo ra ting , 
instead of petty and d is in tegrating, 
fo r  the p a rty  as a whole. A nd  only 

i in  th is  way w i l l  the M ilita n ts  lay 
ilie  firm  basis fo r broader and deep­
er le 'tw a rd  developments in  the 
days ahead.

F o r th is  reason, there is occasion 
to be concerned over references to 
possib ilities of “ concilia tion w ith  
the Old G uard”  w h ich  have been 
made since the Prim aries. N a tu r­
a lly . in d iv id u a l workers who hold 
re fo rm is t positions are and should 
be e lig ib le  fo r  P a rty  membership, 
i f — from  whatever motive— they are 
prepared to w o rk  lo y a lly  w ith in  the 
fram ew ork o f the Party. B u t here 
i t  is a question of the O ld Guard 
as such. The O ld Guard, i t  is true, 
makes clear th a t the on ly possible 
“ conc ilia tion ”  from  its  po in t of 
view  would be tr ium p h  fo r its e lf 
and its  ideas ; and consequently 
there is l i t t le  p ro ba b ility  th a t any 
k ind  of actual organ izationa l con­
c ilia tio n  could be arived a t under 
any form ula. B u t the rea l danger 
in  ta lk  o f “ conc ilia tion”  is not an 
organ izationa l question.

Danger of Conciliation
The real danger is th a t behind 

such ta lk  there can read ily  creep 
a tendency to concilia te w ith  O ld 
Guard ideas and policies, a tenden­
cy to re trea t from  the le ftw a rd  
fro n t so fa r  won, and m arch back 
along the road o f disaster. W hat 
has been won can be he ld on ly by 
boldness, not by t im id ity ;  social 
forces are in  con tinual m otion, and 
positions can be m ainta ined on ly by 
fu r th e r advance and attack, never 
by resting in  the trenches. The Old 
Guard has suffered a severe set­
back o rg an iza tio na lly ; now is ex­
actly  the tim e  to fo llow  the blow  up 
w ith  o-thers s t i l l  stronger, and to  
add to the organ izationa l the more 
pow erfu l and more las ting  p o lit ic a l 
weapons.

wishes and the lead o f the C.I.O. 
much more m ig h t have been won. 
I t  taxes our c red u lity  to  p re tty  
near the breaking po in t to believe 
this. A n  organization w ith  prestige 
and money offers a  v ic to ry  and a 
union to a group o f new and am­
bitious union leaders on a s ilver 
p la tte r, and the la tte r  decline the 
g i f t !

B u t le t us assume there is some 
basis fo r  the argum ent, then w hat 
fo llow s ? T h a t these weak-kneed 
leaders and th e ir course m ust be 
backed up by the k in d  o f red-ba it­
in g  campaing Germer o f the C.I.O. 
along w ith  Burns o f the  Rubber 
W orkers launched in  the closing 
hours of the strike? T ha t the “ heat”  
m ust be turned on as was done, on 
the m ilita n ts  among the s tr ike rs  to 
force them against th e ir  w i l l  to  ac­
cept th is  s ituation? Obviously, i f  
the job o f organ iz ing the  basic in ­
dustries is to be taken seriously, 
then in  such a cris is  a  (supposedly) 
genuine and competent leadership 
m ust Hind means o f ra lly in g  the 
masses as against a false and in ­
competent leadership. We may sur­
mise th a t John L. Lew is who s t i l l  
m a inta ins a rb itra ry  provis iona l 
presidencies under his own d irect 
contro l in  most of the  so ft coal dis­
t r ic ts  of the U .M .W . is  no t lik e ly  
to see eye to eye w ith  the ran k  and 
file  o r insurgents as against officials 
in  such s ituations. B u t th a t is an­
other reason fo r  concluding th a t he 
cannot be re lied upon to see the 
job o f organization in  the basic in ­
dustries through.

There is  bu t one log ica l conclu­
sion. W hether in  so many words 
o r not, Lew is ’s rea l master, i.e., 
Roosevelt and the interests and 
forces which he represents made i t  
c lear: “ T h is  th in g  has gone fa r  
enough. Goodyear is g iv ing  a ll i t  
w i l l  give w ith o u t a regu la r fight. 
T ha t we w i l l  not stand for. We w i l l  
not hold back the m il it ia  any long­
er. W ind i t  up a t any cost.”  And 
when i t  was wound up the rubber 
companies, Goodyear included, had 
the 36 to 40 hour week a lthough 
on ly a month before a U.S. D epart­
ment o f Labor Committee had s ta t­
ed fla tly  th a t there was no excuse 
fo r the abandonment of the 30 hour 
week. Furtherm ore, the companies 
la id  the basis fo r  recouping any 
losses and fa tten ing  pro fits  by an 
increase in  the price of th e ir  prod­
u c t!

Parties in  the S trike
F in a lly  a word about the ro le of 

po litica l parties and groups. The 
loca l S.P. in  A kron  is sm all and a t­
tempted no d is tinc tive  role. The 
S.P. leaders in  A kron  were attach­
ed to the C.I.O. and played no in ­
dependent part.

The S ta lin is ts  had some influence 
on some o f the m ilita n t ran k  and 
filers. When the “ red-ba iting”  s ta rt­
ed in  the closing hours of the strike , 
the S ta lin is t representatives took 
to c raw lin g  on th e ir  bellies before 
the union bureaucrats in  the ab­
ject m anner wh ich has become so 
fa m ilia r  by now and so easy fo r 
them. They declared u n c r it ic a lly  
fo r  the settlement term s before see­
ing them  and la id  any opposition 
th a t was being voiced a t the door 
of “ crazy T ro tsky is ts .”  This, de­
spite the fac t th a t one who reads 
between the lines of the D a ily  
W orker artic les  fo llow ing  the 
s trike , gets even there a confirm a­
tion  o f every c ritic ism  we have 
made in  th is  artic le . In  exchange 
the C.P. received an “ apology”  from  
Vice President Burns o f the Rub­
ber W orkers Union fo r  having in ­
cluded them among the c ritic s  of 
his course. To date they seem not 
ye t to have gotten a s im ila r pub lic  
vote of confidence from  John L. 
Lew is or even from  Adolph Germer 
bu t perhaps these w i l l  also be ob­
tained eventually— fo r a p rice !

The W orkers P a rty  group in  A k ­
ron has fo r  two years been in  close 
touch w ith  the m ilita n ts  among the 
rubber workers. Through them they 
played a h igh ly  cred ita lbe p a rt in  
the s ir ik e  in  line  w ith  the policies 
sketched in  th is  articd le . The A k ­
ron s trike , like  a ll the recent s trike  
struggles, demonstrated the key 
position of a group o f progressives 
and m ilita n ts  inc lud ing  conscious 
revo lu tionary elements. The better 
organ ization of these elements is 
a cry ing  need.

To sum m arize: M ilita n ts  must 
make every use th a t can be made 
of the C.I.O. They r ig h lly  support 
any specific correct measure fo r  
which the C.I.O. may stand, fo r  
example in d u s tr ia l as against c ra ft 
unionism. A t no tim e can they 
sim ply u n c rit ic a lly  id e n tify  them ­
selves w ith  the C.I.O. or foster the 
illu s io n  th a t the C.I.O. as such can 
be trusted to ca rry  through the te r­
r if ic  struggles which we are bound 
to see in  the basic industries.

The so lid a rity  and m ilita n cy  dis­
played by the Goodyear s trike rs  
and th e ir  fe llow -w orkers in  A kron 
achieved substantia l results. They 
tied  up the g reat Goodyear plants. 
They smashed an in junction . They 
made a farce ou t o f the v ig ilan te  
movement. They forced Goodyear 
to negotiate w ith  a un ion commit­
tee. They won some concessions in  
the settlement. They la id  the foun­
dation o f a union, having pfoved to 
themselves th a t they could s tick  to ­
gether and figh t. They are ca rry ­
in g  th e ir  struggle fo rw a rd  now In  
the plants— w e ll aware th a t the 
fig h t has not ended b u t has ju s t be­
gun in  rea l earnest. I
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tions, po litics  in  general, can or 
should be excluded from  the organ­
iza tion  o f the unemployed or of any 
other group o f workers. I t  would 
be even more absurd to t ry  th is  
among the jobless than alm ost any­
where else. For, whereas the aver­
age trade un ion is t d irec tly  confronts 
his “ in d iv id u a l boss’’ every day in  
the week and the “ p o lit ic a l state” 
on ly in freqeuntly , the unemployed 
w orker faces the “ p o lit ic a l state” -— 
the government— every single day 
of his life . T h is  im p o rtan t fact, 
stressed by more than one delegate 
to the convention, should be enough 
to ind ica te how exceptiona lly pre­
posterous i t  would be to attem pt to 
ru le  out “ p o lit ic a l questions”  in  
such a movement— be they ques­
tions o f cap ita lis t po litics , the cap­
ita l is t  government, or w ork ing  
class po litics.

The convention was divided, so 
to speak, in to  tw o parts . The firs t 
was devoted to the sessions of the 
old W orkers A lliance, wh ich cu l­
m inated to a ll in tents and purposes 
when the reso lution in  favo r of 
u n ity  was adopted by an over­
whelm ing m a jo rity  of the votes. 
The second p a rt was partic ipa ted 
in  by a l l the fus ing  groups and i t  
was here th a t the elections of the 
officers and the N a tiona l Executive 
Board and the adoption o f resolu­
tions took place. A p a rt fro m  the 
fac t th a t every single session was 
presided over by the same cha ir­
man— a custom w h ich we do not 
find healthy o r f it t in g  in  the labor 
movement— there were other fea­
tures of the convention w h ich re ­
vealed w hat we consider its  essen­
t ia l and very serious weakness: 
the absence o f firm , consistent and 
well-prepared guidance. W ith  the 
exception o f the question of un ifica ­
tion  itse lf, on which the leadership 
of the W .A.A. took a positive and 
generally correct stand, its  sails 
were set in  such a m anner on v ir ­
tu a lly  every other convention ques­
tio n  th a t they could be blow n by 
winds from  alm ost any direction.

W liat the Stalinists W anted
W ith  the b u lk  of the N a tiona l 

Unemployed League having merged 
in to  the W orkers A lliance  even 
p rio r to the general am algamation, 
the essential problem  before the 
convention boiled down to the fu ­
sion between the A lliance, led by 
m ilita n ts  of the Socialist Party, 
and the Unemployment Councils, 
led by the S talin ists.

Now, although only a reactionary 
would oppose un ifica tion  w ith  the 
Councils because they are headed 
by S ta lin ists, at the same tim e only 
a m iracu lously  naive person would 
th ro w  prudence and vig ilance to 
the w inds when effecting such a 
un ifica tion. F o r a grown-up per­
son to be taken in  by the pious 
h u m ility  and amicableness o f Ben­
jam in , who represented the Coun­
cils, is  rea lly  inexcusable. The 
S ta lin is ts  are m otiva ted in  the ir 
conduct by the interests of the un­
employed to approxim ate ly  the 
same extent tha t the w r ite r  is an i­
mated in  h is actions by h is concern 
over the flora and fauna o f sunken 
A tlan tis .

To pu t the m atte r b lu n tly  and 
squarely, the S ta lin is ts  today see 
in the movement of the unemployed 
— as in  every other movement— (1) 
a vehicle fo r  the fo rm ation  of the ir 
fraudu len t “ Farm er - Labor”  or 
“ People's”  pa rty , and (2) a re­
c ru itin g  ground fo r the w ar o f the 
“ good, peace-loving”  im peria lis ts  
against the “ bad. bellicose”  im p e ri­
alists, presum ably in  the interests 
of the “ defense”  of the Soviet U n­
ion. T ha t is why th e ir energies 
were bent so exclusive ly towards 
com m itting the new organization 
to th e ir  views on these subjects, or 
preventing com m ittm ents to con­
tra ry  views, and, to fu r th e r  these 
ends, towards obta in ing as firm — 
even i f  anonymous— a measure of 
contro l of the new organ ization as
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the re la tionsh ip  of forces and th e ir 
renowned s k il l a t m an ipu la tion  
would perm it.

'M ilitan ts ’ Disorganized
To the extent th a t the organiza­

tion  o f the unemployed m ust deal 
w ith  such problems— and i t  is  Im ­
possible and incorrect to avoid 
them en tire ly— i t  was the job  of 
the progressive elements in  the 
convention to counter the tactics 
of the S ta lin is ts . More easily said 
than done, however !

The S ta lin is ts  came to the con­
vention in  the usual manner. They 
were prepared in  advance to act 
on every question, and w h a t is 
more, to act as one man. In  a 
word, they were a d isc ip lined po­
li t ic a l force. The same cannot be 
said of the Socialists. Except fo r 
Lieberm an o f P ittsbu rgh  and one 
or two others, the O ld Guard of 
the S.P. was not even represented 
a t the convention (w o rk  among the 
lo w ly  jobless is ha rd ly  a dign ified 
occupation fo r  a respectable social 
democrat ! ). B u t w h ile  the bu lk  
o f the Socialists in  the W .A.A. are 
supporters, in  the S.P., of the  M il i ­
tants. and even count among the 
best L e ft w ing elements, there was 
no noticeable un ity , and certa in ly  
no efficiency in  action, in  the ir 
conduct du ring  the convention.

No U n ity in  Action a t Meet
On those questions in  w h ich the 

S ta lin is ts  are v ita l ly  in terested— 
and r ig h t ly  so; everybody else 
should also be— such as the Farm er- 
Labor pa rty , the C.P. representa­
tives showed both aggressiveness 
and un ity . B a rr in g  isolated cases, 
the representatives o f the S. P. 
showed ne ither qua lity . I t  was evi­
dent to the observer th a t not only 
did the S. P. M ilita n ts  a t the con­
vention display a  deplorable lack 
o f u n ity  of opin ion (w h ich  is fa r  
from  a vice, p rov id ing  the prevail­
ing opinion is a correct one), hut 
w hat is  worse, th is  lack of harm o­
nious view  was transla ted on the 
convention floor, in  negotiation 
committees and in  other com m it­
tees. in to  a lack o f unity in  action 
— th a t is, in to  an absence o f d isc i­
pline.

The en tire ly  proper sentiments of 
many o f the S.P. M ilita n ts  to o r­
ganize a un ity  of action, w h ile  it. 
resulted in  remedying conditions in  
some measure, d id  not prove suffi­
c iently  effective in  a tta in in g  th a t 
necessary level of d iscip line pa r­
tic u la r ly  demanded by the presence 
o f the organized S ta lin is t phalanx.

The Farm er-Labor Party
We lim it  ourselves to a few  il lu s ­

tra tions.
There were re a lly  three views 

represented in  the convention on 
the “ Farm er-Labor”  p a rty  : the 
fa m ilia r  S ta lin is t view  ; the S. P. 
M ilita n ts ’ view  in  favo r of a “ gen­
uine”  Farm er-Labor p a rty  h u t not 
in  1936 : and the revo lu tiona ry  
M arx ian  view  held by many of the 
delegates of the fo rm er N a tiona l 
Unemployed League. Aroused out 
o f th e ir hypocritica l meekness when 
the question arose tow ard  the very 
end of the convention, the S ta lin ­
ists stormed and shouted from  floor 
and p la tfo rm  in  favo r o f th e ir 
standpoint. A  few  Socialists also 
took the floor fo r  con trad ic to ry 
speeches in  line  w ith  the ir own 
views. B u t the representatives of 
the th ird  tendency sought in vain 
fo r even the live m inu.es a llo tted  
to discussion speakers.

Im po rta n t fo r  our theme, how­
ever, is the fac t tha t, leaving apart 
the p rinc ip le  differences we have 
w ith  the M ilita n ts  on the question 
of the F .L.P ., they are e n tire ly  cor­
rect in  th e ir resistance to any com­
m ittm ents tha t would tie  them to 
the k ite  of a S ta lin is  Farm er-Labor 
P ary hoax in  the 1936 elections. 
Nevertheless, even though they 
were presumably a m in o rity  in  the 
convention, the S ta lin is ts  v ir tu a lly  
shouted through a “ substitu te  mo­
t io n ”  by th e ir spokesman, Weisman, 
worded in  such a manner as to 
leave the door w ide open fo r  the 
C.P. agents in  the W .A.A. to man­
euver the organization in to  pre­
cisely the position the Socialists do 
not w ant to take. How? M a in ly  
because the S ta lin is ts  acted on the 
ru le  o f every man as one, w h ile  the 
Socialists acted m a in ly  on the ru le  
o f every man fo r h im self.

The W ar Question
S im ila rly  on the question of war. 

W ith  t r if l in g  exceptions in  fo rm u ­
la tion , the reso lution o r ig in a lly  
d ra fted  by some o f the M ilita n ts  in  
the W .A.A. was flawless from  a 
w o rk ing  class standpoint. I t  pledged 
thé organ ization not to support the 
cap ita lis t government o f the U.S. 
in  any w a r i t  may undertake, re­
gardless of who its allies may be.

Now, th is  la s t clause is fa r  fro m  
a tr if le , fo r  i f  you wish, i t  is  around 
th is  “ tr if le ”  th a t the S ta lin is ts  are 
already re c ru it in g  troops fo r

French im peria lism . A re  the S tat­
ists against im p e ria lis t war? A b­
solute ly ! They w i l l  vote against i t  
any day in  the week and tw ice on 
Len in ’s b irthday . B u t, i f  the im ­
pe ria lis t governm ent fights a w a r 
against another im p e ria lis t govern­
ment in  a lliance w ith  the Soviet 
Union, then, do you see, i t  is  no 
longer an im p e ria lis t war. Or, i f  
the “ ca p ita lis t”  governm ent is a l­
lied w ith  the Soviets in  a w a r 
against another “ c a p ita lis t”  gov­
ernment, the fo rm er somehow ceas­
es to be “ qu ite ”  a cap ita lis t gov­
ernm ent and its  w a r is no t “ qu ite ”  
a ca p ita lis t war.

Is  th is  m erely a question o f pet­
ty  fac tiona l b ickering  between S ta l­
in is ts  and M arx is ts?  I f  i t  is, then 
a t the same tim e i t  involves noth­
ing  less than the life  o f the labor 
movement, and lite ra lly , the lives 
of m illio ns  o f workers in  the w o rld  
w a r to come. I t  is  such a “ t r if le ”  
th a t the hawk-eyed S ta lin is ts  
p rom ptly  pounced upon it ,  w ith  the 
resu lt th a t the phrase underlined 
above was deleted from  the fina l 
d ra ft  of the resolution. The S ta l­
in is ts  were v ig ila n t, aggressive, or­
ganized. The M ilita n ts  were not, 
w ith  the resu lt th a t they ceded 
ground where they had no need to, 
where they should, instead, have 
advanced.

The “Independents”

The contrast of firmness and 
looseness, manifested in  these tw o  
situations, was not absent in  other 
convention fields. The Councils 
acted as a un it, as d id  the C.P. 
stooge organizations in  the so- 
called “ independent caucus”  w h ich 
was rigged and fram ed w ith  a ll the  
expertness tha t comes from  years 
o f S ta lin is t tra in in g . The W .A.A. 
acted like  anyth ing bu t a u n it in  
the convention, and the S. P. M il i ­
tan ts acted lik e  any th ing  bu t a 
u n it in  the W.A.A. R esult: the 
w ork  o f the S ta lin is ts  was fa c il i­
tated, both p o lit ic a lly  and organiza­
tio n a lly . Even flag ran t (and char­
a c te ris tic !)  acts o f d is loya lty  o f 
the S ta lin is ts— such as was Invo lved 
In the v io la tion  of agreement made 
on representation fro m  the “ inde­
pendent caucus”— could no t he 
counteracted by the unorganized 
Socialists.

Th is is not on ly an in d ica tion  of 
the road th a t must s t i l l  be tra v ­
elled by the L e ft w ing  in  the So­
c ia lis t P a rty— a road w h ich  the 
presence a t the convention of splen­
did  ran k  and file  workers gives 
h igh promise th a t they w i l l  take. 
B u t i t  is  also a m atte r w h ich  ju s ­
tifies apprehensions about the 
course w h ich the S ta lin is ts  w i l l  
take in  the im m ediate period to 
fo llow , du ring  w h ich arrangem ents 
are to be completed fo r  the ho ld ing 
o f various un ifica tion  conventions 
on state-wide scales. A  repetition  
of w ha t happened in  W ashington, 
on an even more in ju r io u s  scale, 
is inevitable , unless its  lessons are 
learned and steps are taken ac­
cord ing ly .

*  *  •

The N .U .L . Delegation

A word remains to be said about 
the ranks o f the fo rm er N .U .L. I ts  
delegation o f close to 100 men and 
women from  the fie ld made an im ­
pressive showing, especially by the 
side o f the— fina nc ia lly— in fin ite ly  
more resourceful S ta lin is t Councils, 
w hose  convention had on ly a score 
more in  attendance. A  lam entable 
contrast to th is  showing was made 
by A rno ld  Johnson, fo rm er na tiona l 
secretary o f the N .U .L. and belated 
convert to S talin ism  a fte r months 
of protestations o f fe a lty  to the 
F ourth  In te rna tiona l. Despite a l l 
the C.P. support and D a ily  W orker 
ballyhoo behind him, Johnson was 
only able to m uster a good baker’s 
dozen from  nowhere in  p a rtic u la r 
fo r his “ convention,”  which p rom pt­
ly  dissolved in to  the “ independent 
caucus.”  The business m eeting o f 
the fo rm er N .U.L., a fte r a report 
by a special in vestiga ting  com m it­
tee wh ich heard both Johnson and 
the loya l officers (R am uglla , Mc­
K inney, Selander), voted unan i­
mously to endorse the action o f the 
officers mentioned in  rem oving 
Johnson from  office in  the emer­
gency he had created, and in  jo in ­
ing  forces w ith  the W orkers A l l i ­
ance.

The delegates present a t the N.U. 
L. convention could count them ­
selves among the most devoted and 
experienced fron t-line  fighters in  
the movement o f the unemployed, 
and fo r  th a t m atter, in  the labo r 
movement generally. T h e ir en try  
in to  the ranks of the un ited  organ­
iza tion , re inforced by the election 
onto the new N a tiona l Executive 
Board of such w e ll-know n m ilita n ts  
as Ted Selander o f Toledo and Sam 
Gordon o f A llen tow n, b rings to the 
merged movement the best o f the  
trad ition s  o f the N a tiona l Unem­
ployed League, the best of i t s  
fighters, its  experience, its  ranks—  
constitu ting , a ll together, one, and 
not the  least, o f the guarantees fo r  
the great fu tu re  o f aggressive 
s trugg le  th a t the new A lliance  has 
before it .
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