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Seamens
Struggle

Settled
^Vest Coast Unions Re- 

trea*, 8ut Employers 
Aim s are Spiked

By A R N E  SYVABECK
An intense strugg le of w ide ram 

ifica tions, precip ita ted by the opu
len t na tiona l shipping companies and 
w a te rfro n t employers associations, 
and invo lv ing  issues o f life  or death 
to  the Pacific Coast m aritim e unions, 
has come to  an end by jo in t agree
ment. The unions found themselves 
compelled to make a re tre a t; but 
the shipping companies were fru s 
tra ted  in  the ir openly avowed aims 
to overtu rn  the present m ilita n t 
leadership, which was to be only a 
p re lim ina ry  to the complete smash
ing of the unions. One may be sure, 
however, tha t these w a te rfro n t em
ployers have not a t a l l abandoned 
th e ir  aims. They are b id ing  the ir 
tim e fo r a new opportun ity. Th is  
epic strugg le has come to an end 
only fo r  the tim e being.

I t  was long protracted, b itte r ly  
contested, a t times smoldering, then 
out in  the open and fina lly  coming 
to a head during  the las t couple 
o weeks. Its  w ide ram ifica tions 
involves many seemingly side issues 
which are nevertheless a l l in te r
woven to  fo rm  one of the intense 
dramas so typ ica l o f the Am erican 
labor movement. Leaving aside fo r  
the moment the g rea t San F rancis
co general strike, w h ich constitutes 
the background fo r  the more recent 
events, i t  is necessary to  mention 
on ly such outstanding questions a s : 

Five Outstanding Questions 
F irs t ly :  the hearings now tak ing  

place before Secretary of the De
partm ent o f Commerce Roper and 
Secretary of the Dept, o f Labor, 
Perkins, on the ease o f the sailors 
fro m  the Panama Pacific lin e r C a li
fo rn ia , whom  Secretary Roper 
charged w ith  insubordination and 
m u tiny  when they struck fo r  the ir 
demands.

Secondly: the ease o f a crew re- 
( Continued on Page 2)

Red Scare 
Is Raised
In Tampa

Mimeograph Machine 
Becomes Threat to 

Civilization “

By S ID N E Y  H E R TZ  BERG
BARTO W , Fla., A p r i l IS) —  A  

humble and somewhat d ilap idated 
m imeograph machine w ith  two im 
portant parts missing became the 
sinis er weapon w ith  w h ich “ our 
Anglo-Saxon c iv iliza tio n -’ was to he 
destroyed when Pat W hitaker, 
ch ie f counsel fo r the defense in  the 
Tampa kidnapping m urder tria ls , 
de fin ite ly revealed last week that 
he would use the cry  of communism 
to ju s tify  the acts o f the seven fo r 
mer Tampa policemen now on t r ia l 
fo r the false arrest and k idnapping 
oi Eugene F. Pouinot, Chairm an of 
the F lo rida  W orkers A lliance 

T iie  p a rticu la r segment o f c iv i l
iza tion tha t W h itake r is s tr iv in g  to 
preserve is usually guarded by the 
Ivin K lu x  K lan, an organization of 
to rtu re rs  and executioners th a t ex- 
ercis. s its  c iv iliz in g  influence on 
barbarians who try  to  organize ex
ploited c itrus  workers, phosphate 
miners, longshoremen or unemploy-1 

ed. |
'l’lie K la n  was perfo rm ing th is  j 

function last November 30 when po
lice raided a home in  Tampa, ar- 
ested s ix  men who were w r it in g  

t.lie by-laws o f the Modern Dem
ocrats, a new progressive po litica l 
coalition, and mercilessly flogged 
three o f them. Joseph Shoemaker 
died o f the flogging.

Through the combined efforts of 
labor, Socialist, re lig ious and c iv il 
liberties organizations, th is  b ru ta l 
power has been challenged; and 
now, fo r  the f irs t tim e in  the his
tory o f F lorida, the K lu  K lu x  K la n  
is Standing tr ia l.

The questioning o f veniremen 
and the firs t three days o f tes ti
mony have clearly indicated the de
fense tactics W h itake r intends to 
fo llow .

l ie  has revived a sedition law  
passed 70 years ago du ring  recon- 

( Continued on Page 2)

Donkey and Elephant 
Gird fo r  Election Spree

G .O .P  . and Democrats V ie for Privilege to Represent 
Capitalist Class and for . . . the Gravy

--------
By JO HN W EST

The Donkey and the E lephant 
are now getting th e ir p re lim ina ry  
rub-downs in  preparation fo r  th e ir 
fo rm a l en try  in to  the w o rld ’s g reat
est puppet show, the last ac t of 
w h ich is scheduled fo r  the firs t 
Tuesday a fte r the firs t Monday of 
November. The N om inating Con
ventions w il l  he held in  June, and 
fo r the next s ix months the w e ll 
pa id public is ts w i l l  use th e ir energy 
and money in  try in g  to  persuade the 
citizens of th is  country th a t the ir 
lives, liberties, and general hap
piness depend on m ark ing  the cross 
on the appropria te side o f the ba l
lot.

The E lection Campaign started 
t liis  year ea rlie r than usual. I ts  
f irs t b ig  gun was fired by Roosevelt t 
in the fo rm  of his Annual Message 
to Congress, a proceedure w h ich the 
Republicans ie lt  was a d is tin c tly  
unprincip led abuse of the priv ileges 
of Iiis  office. The Republicans man
aged, however, to fo llo w  up du ring  
the next s ix weeks w ith  a barrage 
o" grotesquely ghost-w ritten speech
es by Hoover, a studiously mean
ingless statem ent by Landon, Tal- 
madge’s ill- fa te d  Grass Roots gath
ering, and a heavy offensive th ru - 
out, tReir press. Neatly padded 
s ta tis 'ics  were issued weekly to  
show th a t the people were ready 
to th row  New Deal policies on the 
garbage pile.

Point, Counter-Point
Thinks quieted down, to be re

vived on both sides du ring  the past 
months. The Republicans surprise

------------  <$>
themselves by announcing a brand 
new B ra in  T ru s t a ll (he ir own—  
n a tu ra lly  non-partisan in  character, 
whose pub lic-sp irited  function  i t  w i l l  
be m erely to  demonstrate in  the 
most objective scientific manner con
ceivable how Roosevelt is leading 
the country to destruction. They 
continue to observe th a t M arx  reigns 
as the guard ian de ity  o f New Deal 
W ashington. The Democrats have 
more substantia l weapons a t hand 
fo r the cou n te r-a ttack : they u tilize  
the investigations of the Congres
sional Committees to secure fro n t
page ag ita tion  against the Tories, 
and to show the public th a t the 
Republicans plan to tu rn  the go
vernment over openly to M organ 
and DuPont. Roosevelt mounted 
his white horse again a t B a ltim ore  
to ride a t the head o f the na tion ’s 
youth, and to promise once more se
c u rity  fo r a ll.

I t  is, o f course, a foregone con
clusion tha t Roosevelt w i l l  be re
nominated on the firs t ba llo t a t the 
Dem ocratic Convention. There w i l l  
he a few squabbles over the wording 
of the p la t orm, but in  the end i t  
w ill be worked out according to the 
Roosevelt pa tte rn. The Annua l 
Message and the B a ltim ore  address 
make clear w hat th is  w i l l  be: 
Roosevelt w i l l  lean back on the 
New Deal slogans of his f irs t cam
paign, and w i l l  appeal to the voters 
on the basis of the “ le f t ”  promises 
which he is so gracious in  fo rm u
la ting . The old melody needs l i t t le  
tun ing  np: denunciation o f the

(Continued on Page 2)

On the 50th Anniversary 
of May Day

-------  A N  E D I T O R I A L _____

rJ ,HF tradition of May Day is a tradition of 
militant mass action. On this day the 

proletarian prisoners of capitalism assert 
their right .to act as free men and women. 
Defying the discipline of their bosses, all class- 
conscious workers lay down their tools; quit 
itieir places at the machine; and emerge from 
factory and worshop to assemble in unified 
ranks with their comrades in the streets. The 
¡¡¡asses who march on May Day herald the time 
when they will storm the Bastille of capital
ism ; overthrow their exploiters and oppres
sors ; and construct the socialist society that 
iv id usher in a new epoch of peace and progress 
for all mankind.

The holiday of workers the world over, May 
•iuy Has a special significance for the Ameri
can working class. Here the idea of setting 
aside the day as the workers’ own was first 
proposed. Here on May Day, 1886 thousands 
of workers thronged the streets in a mighty 
■ mcnstiation for the eight-hour day, a warn

ing flash of proletarian power so terrifying 
that it drove the magnates of capital to inflict 
their brutal retaliation upon the martyrs of 
Haymarket.

This May Day marks the fiftieth anniver
sary of that memorable demonstration. There 
could be no more appropriate occasion to re
view tiie results of labor’s struggle for emanci
pation ; to celebrate its victories; and, above 
all, to assimilate the lessons of its defeats.

“ Proletarian revolutionists,”  wrote Marx, 
“ criticize themselves ceaselessly and interrupt 
themselves constantly in their own course. 
They return to what has already been accom
plished in order to begin it again and deride 
with ruthless thoroughness the half-hearted- 
ness, weakness, and wretchedness of their first 
attempts. They appear to throw their adver
sary to the ground only in order that he should 
draw renewed strength from the earth and rise 
again still more powerfully before them. They 
recoil again and again from the uncertain and 
tremendous nature of their own aims until a 
situation is created which makes retreat im
possible and the circumstances themselves cry 
out: ‘H ie  Rhodus, hie s a lta !’ ”

*  *  *

The prophetic insight of these words, writ
ten in 1851, has been confirmed a hundred 
times over in the history of the revolutionary 
movement of the past fifty years. What a 
terribly steep and winding mountain road the 
proletariat has had to travel during that 
period! Every advance toward its goal of

c ration from wage-slavery has been followed 
by a corresponding retreat; for every two steps 
forward the movement has been compelled to 
lake one step backward. Whole generations 
have exhausted their energies and expended 
their blood in the struggle. Three internation
al organizations, and now a fourth, have been 
needed to lead the working class in its cam
paign against the citadels of world capital.

And yet, toilsome and tortuous as the as
cent has been, in spite of the severe setbacks 
suffered time and again, the labor movement 

gone steadily forward. The ground lost 
after each defeat has been recovered in the 
next assault—and more added- Capitalist 
society is doomed.

Each of the three Internationals represents 
a landmark in the historical progress of the 
working class. Each has given its name and 
political program to a particular epoch. Each 
has in its turn lifted the revolutionary van
guard to a higher level of organization, theory, 
and struggle, and then collapsed—with the ex
ception of the First—under the colossal bur
dens of leadership imposed upon them.

The First International gave to the rising 
proletariat for the first time a scientific pro
gram of revolution and a world banner. The 
crushing of the Paris Commune, the imma
turity of the working class, and its lack of a 
mass base led to its collapse. Its successor 
reunited the scattered sections of the working 
class during the Golden Age of imperialist 
expansion into a powerful international body, 
umberin'1’ millions of members, and prepared 
them for joint action against their exploiters.

But when the imperialist war exploded, the 
opportunism which had been ripening within 
the upper circles of the Second International 
bore its bitter fruit. Overnight the leaders of 
the Social Democracy turned into social-patri
ots and dragooned the disoriented masses of 
their respective countries into the imperialist 
slaughter on the side of their masters.

*  *  *

Only a handful of revolutionists with Lenin 
at their head resisted the patriotic torrent and 
remained true to the principles of revolution
ary internationalism. In the first months of 
the war Lenin proclaimed the .necessity of 
breaking with the betrayers of the Second In
ternational ; of turning the imperialist war 
into civil war; of building the Third Interna
tional. With these slogans as a guide, the 
Bolshevik party under Lenin and Trotsky led 
the Hessian workers to victory over their own 
bourgeoisie; beat back the counter-revolution; 
and reconstituted the revolutionary vanguard 
under the banner of the Third International.

For five years the battallions of the Third 
Intel national conducted an heroic struggle for 
the overthrow of the bourgeoisie. With the 
turn in the revolutionary tile following 
the defeat of the German workers in 1923, 
it fell victim to the post-war political 
reaction, which gave a new lease of life to the 
Social-Democracy and found its consummate 
expression within the Soviet Union in Stalin’s 
theory of “ socialism in one country.”  The 
history of the Third International under Stalin 
is an unbroken record of retreat and defeat, 
culminating in Hitler’s victory. The Third 
International has become nothing more than 
a pawn in the diplomatic deals of the Soviet 
bureaucracy with its imperialist allies.

Today the world trembles on the brink of 
a second world war. All the great powers are 
arming themselves to the teeth. Their states
men no longer pretend that the conflict can be 
avoided; their only ouestions are when, where, 
and between whom will it break out? How soon 
will we be drawn in?

Its attitude toward the impending war is 
the acid test of every political party in the 
labo1* movement. The leaders of the Second 
International are prepared to repeat their 
traditional role and once again send the work
ers into slaughter at their masters’ command. 
This time they have found worthy allies and 
disciples in the leaders of the Third Interna- 
t/onH, who have already declared that the 
workers of France, Czecho-Slovakia,’ and the 
United States must suspend the class struggle 
and support their capitalist governments in 
case it is allied, or may be allied, with the 
Soviet Union.

5» *  *

The unconditional defense of the Soviet 
Union is the duty of every revolutionist. The 
only real defense of the Soviet Union is a rev
olutionary defense. This has nothing in com
mon with the present policy of the Soviet 
T'nion in staking all upon its deals with its 
imperialist allies and nothing upon the power 
of the world proletariat. We say, on the con
trary, that the only reliable ally of the Soviet 
Union is the international proletariat. Now 
as ever the task of the workers in every capi
talist country is to overthrow its own ruling 
class. “ T he  m ain enemy s in our own c o u n try .”

To go forward it is necessary to return to 
the ideas of Marx and Lenin. The emancipa
tion of the working class can be accomplished 
only through its own revolutionary action. 
The indispensable instrument for that action 
in our epoch is the Fourth International. Just 
as the red International of Lenin was forged 
in struggle against the social-patriots of the 
Second International, so its successor must be 
t'uilt in struggle against both the Second and 
Third.

Such is the meaning of May Day to those 
internationalists who remain loyal to the 
teachings of Marx and Lenin. Against the 
social-patriots of the Second and Third Inter
nationals! For the regrouping of the revolu- 
+;onarv vanguard under the banner of the 
Fourth International!

New York Labor to 
Unite in Huge Parade

A l l  Political Tendencies Combine for First Time 

in Years; O n ly  Bankrupt O ld  Guard and 
Labor Bureaucrats Sabotage

By M A R T IN  ABERN
On Friday, May 1, 1936, New York City w ill witness and take part 

in the largest and greatest May Bay celebration and demonstration 
in  many a  year. A fa r  larger number and variety of labor and polit
ical organizations are participating in the vast parade that w ill march, 
for many hours, w ith  bands playing, floats and banners by the many 
thousands, through the streets of New York, hailing labor’s solidarity.

For thel first time in many years; since 1919 in fact, numerous 
political tendencies of labor. w ill march together, proclaiming c<om- 
mon cause against the capitalist system. The Communist Party  
(Sta.inists), the Workers Party ( “Trotskyist’ ) ,  the Socialist Party  
(M ilitan t Socialists) and pther political bodies and large numbers of 
labor unions, fraternal and workecs' organizations of varying kind,
are am ng the participating* bodies on this May Day.

----------------------------------------------------------<$> The labor movement of New
York as n whole, its  offic ia l Central

Two Negro 
Boys Framed 
in Arkansas

Protest Must Stay Hang, 
man's Hand Acting on 

Planters O  ders
(Special to the New M ilitan t)

By JAM ES EVANS
B L Y T H E V IL L E , Arkansas— The 

vengeance o f the p lan te rs has fa llen  
upon two young Negro workers 
fa lse ly  accused o f rape. The A r
kansas officials are answering the 
unbreakable so lid a rity  of w h ite  and 
Negro share-croppers w ith  a fram e- 
up whose sole purpose Is to d ive rt 
united m ilitancy  in to  ra c ia l p re ju 
dice.

These vicious gentlemen o f the 
South have been uneasy ever since 
tw o successful s trikes o f the cotton 
pickers. Things look bad fo r  the 
p lan ta tion  system when whites and 
Negroes who ga ther in  the same 
leaky cabins and begin to ta lk  over 
m atters. R ed-baiting appeals have 
fa iled ; the croppers know only th a t 
the land lords keep crooked hooks 
and th a t th e ir  k ids  never have 
shoes. Desperately, the gentlemen 
have resorted unsuccessfully to

Labor body, etc., are not yet tak in g  
pa rt d irec tly  or o ffic ia lly  in  a com
mon May Day demonstration, hut 
the more advanced and increasing 
class-conscious and rad ica l forces 
of New Y ork  Labor have at last es
tablished a U n ited F ron t fo r  May 
Day, I DBG. Hence, th is  May Day 
represents m arked progress in  the 
development o f labor so lid a rity  and 
tiie  un ited fro n t on specific issues 
and slogans.

The S.P. Old Guard
There are, nevertheless, im port

ant influences ham pering the so li
d ifica tion  o f labo r’s ranks th is  May 
Day. The S.P. Old Guard, fo r  one, 
vociferously a ttack the U n ited 
F ron t May Day Committee and ca ll 
upon workers not to  pa rtic ipa te  in  
the parade and dem onstration. B u t 
these elements on ly continue the re
actionary ro le they have been p lay
ing  in  the labor movement fo r  
years. Today they t r y  to d iv ide  
tabor’s ranks on Labor’s May Day. 
Today they a ttack  the fundam ental 
tenets o f the great Russian Revolu
tion and h a il on ly the backward 
forces and processes which S ta lin  
and his degenerated bureaucracy 
have set in to  m otion against bona 
fide Bolshevism, as exemplified by 
Lenin and Trotsky.

Tom orrow  these O ld Guard So
c ia lis ts  (Oneal and Co.) and others 
o f like  i lk  w i l l  demonstrate t l ie ir  
extreme treachery by ca lling  upon 
the Am erican w ork ing  class to sup
po rt active ly  any w a r w h ich Amer- 

evictions, floggings, k idnapp ings ,! lean im peria lism  proclaims. B u t 
and . ja i l  sentences to smash the j th a t is the fun c tion  o f the Old 
figh ting  Southern Tenant Farm ers’ j Guard o r reactionary socialism as
Union.

Planter “Justice”
The rape charges pre ferred 

against Bubbles C layton and J im  
X. Carutlie rs are the la s t cards be
in g  played against the tenants. 
Somebody, maybe a drunken crony, 
grazed the scalp o f Sheriff C la r
ence W ilson, not long ago. >Vilson, 
already down on the two unem
ployed Negro youths, a t f irs t a rrest
ed them fo r  th is  “ crim e.”  The sher
if f  is t iie  same gentleman who 
drove Norm an Thomas out of A r 
kansas.

When W ilson took the boys to 
ja il,  he proceeded to give the im  the 
th ird  degree in  approved Arkansas 
fashion. Clubs, gun hoots, and 
kicks were adm inistered to  the 
youths in an e f fo r t 'to  make them 
! oufess to shooting the sheriff. The 
boys’ clothes became l i te ra lly  caked 
w itl i blood, so th a t the rags in  
which they were clad stuck to th e ir  
bodies.

A fte r the hoys had been removed 
to Tucker Prison Farm  and placed 
in  the death ce ll, a w h ite  prostitu te , 

(Continued on Page 2)

N E W  A D D R E S S
Comrades, friends and sym

pathizers are requested to take 
note of the new address of the 
New Militant, New Interna- 
'cnal end. the Workers Party 

which is now:
109 FIFTH AVENUE 

ROOM 1010 
NEW YORK CITY

Please address all corres
pondence to the above.

against the policies o f revo lu tiona ry  
soc ia lism ; and against tiie  O ld 
Guard s treachery on M ay Day and 
a ll the lim e, there can on ly be w ar 
to the end.

The O ld G uard ’s anti-Sovietism  
is expressed in  th e ir e ffo rt today to 
break tiie  May Day U nited F ront 
N a tu ra lly , the slogan to r  the un
conditional defense o f the Soviet 
Union against any fo rm  o f im per
ia lis t  a ttack is a m ajor slogan of 
the U n ited F ron t M ay D a y ; th is  
slogan represents a h e a rt-fe lt de
sire of every m ilita n t and class-con
scious w o rk e r, and on May Day 
they w ant to  assert th is  w idely and 
dem onstratively. The Old Guard on 
th is  May Day hence concretely ex
presses its  anti-Sovietism  and anti- 
w o rk ing  class character by th e ir  
sabotage o f a un ited May Day dem
onstra tion.

B u t add itiona l forces ( 0 1 d 
Guard Socialists and others) also 
are try in g  to hold back the urge fo r  
un ited action and so lid a rity  on May 
Day by the workers. I t  tnust be ad
m itted  th a t these elements are suc
ceeding in  some measure in  block
ing un ited ranks on M ay Day here, 
hut more and more o ’ th e ir fo llo w 
ing  hesitate o r do not lis ten to th e ir  
false counsel.

Three m a jo r unions o f New Y ork  
C ity, the in te rna tiona l Ladies G ar
ment W orkers, the Am algam ated 
f t ’ o th ing w o rke rs  and the M illin e ry  
W orkers Unions, speaking through 
th e ir officialdom, are also doing a ll 
they can to d is rup t the forces o f la 
bor, to crack the grow ing numbers 
and un ity  o f labor on May Day. 
These unions have organized a dem
onstra tion a t the Polo Grounds fo r  
May Day and are oposed to the 
U n ited F ron t or M ay Day achieved 

(Continued on Page 2)
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Coast Unions Withstand Bosses A ttack
(Continued trom  Page 1) 

fus ing  to  man the fre ig h te r Oregon 
a t Los Angeles because i t  was laden 
w ith  av ia tion  gasoline destined fo r 
Ita lia n  Som aliland.

T h ir d ly : the  organ ization o f the 
M a ritim e  Federation on the Pacific 
Coast, u n itin g  a l l the  m aritim e  
unions in  common action  and in 
sp ir ing  to  a so lid a rity  h ith e rto  un
known. A n organ ization ju s tly  
feared by the shipping companies 
and whose example spread to  the 
G u lf ports resu lting  in  the setting 
up o f a s im ila r federation there.

F o u rth ly : the question o f wages 
and w o rk ing  conditions established 
in  the Pacific  Coast ports, superior 
to  those p re va ilin g  on the  w a te r
fro n ts  anywhere else in  the country. 
And most im p o rtan t in  th is  connec
tion , the union contro l of m anning 
the ships and hand ling the  cargo 
through jo in t  “ h ir in g  ha lls ” , these 
representing the gains th a t resulted 
from  the San Francisco general 
strike, enforced by the v ig ilance  o f 
an active leadership and by the  un
pa ra lle led m ilitancy  o f the ran k  
and file .

F if t ly ,  and la s tly , we have here a 
case o f the most vicious, the most 
s in is te r and the most ro tten  con
nivance o f corrupted high pa id 
national o flic ia ls w ith  the shipp ing 
companies, sometimes using govern
ment agents as in term ediaries, the 
fo rm er operating by the methods of 
c ircum venting strikes, threatening 
expulsions and actua l Expulsions of 
whole locals, herd ing scabs to man 
■ships in  Eastern ports and g iv ing  
them union cards in  order to  help 
break the courage, the m ilita n cy  
and the very  existence of the Pac
if ic  Coast unions.

F risco  Local T arge t fo r  A ttack
In  these most recent events {he 

Ban Francisco longshoremen’s local 
38-79, o f w h ich H a rry  Bridges is 
president, became the d irec t ta r 
get. The Grace Company lin e r 
Santa Rosa had been picketed in ' 
New' Y o rk  fo r  fa ilu re  to comply 
w ith  union conditions but i t  se
cured, w ith  the help o f the top un
ion offic ia ls a  crew from  the Great 
Lakes w h ich was spuriously  suit- 
plied w ith  union cards. A r r iv in g  
a t San Pedro i t  was again picketed 
by the M a ritim e  Federation and 
subsequently d iverted to  the San 
Francisco port, w h ich  the avowed 
th re a t o f the employers’ “ to  force 
a showdown.”  The longshoremen’s 
union considered the Santa Rosa 
as ca rry in g  “ hot cargo,”  and, there
fore, not to  be unloaded, and ins is
ted on an exam ination o f the crew’s 
union cards.

Im m ediate ly the  W a te rfro n t Em 
ployers’ Association countered by 
breaking off re la tions w ith  local 
38-79. The opportun ity  the bosses 
had w a ited  fo r  had come. A ll 
members o f the Em ployers Associ
a tion were advised no t to  order any 
men through the h ir in g  halls. These 
h ir in g  ha lls  were made the center 
o f the attack. Through them  the 
unions were able to regulate the 
h ir in g  of crews so th a t each re- 
ceived its  proper share o f the w ork 
available and the unions were also 
enabled to  prevent any effective 
b lack lis ting  by the employers. Na
tu ra lly , such an in s titu tio n  became

a tho rn  in  the sides o f the  la tte r  
and they were determ ined to  move 
heaven and ea rth  to have i t  
smashed.

The A ttack Fails

So fa r, however, th is  a ttem p t has 
fa iled . A l l  the ca re fu lly  la id  plans 
and a ll the dastardy connivance.of 
the reactionary na tiona l officials 
w ith  the employers could no t break 
the m aritim e unions on the Pacific 
Coast. In  the m ost splendid m an
ner they a l l ra llie d  to  make com
mon cause against the combined 
attack. The Centra l Labo r Coun
c ils  o f Seattle, o f San Francisco 
and sm aller c ities Voted fu l l  sup
po rt to  the longshoremen, even 
local reactionaries d id  no t dare op
pose it .  The M aritim e  Federation 
o f the Pacific Coast voted fu l l  sup
port as d id  numerous loca l unions 
up and down the coast. S t il l the 
longshoremen’s union had to  make 
a re trea t and consent to  a s tip u la 
tion  being w ritte n  in to  the agree
ment signed before the federa l ad
m in is tra to r, Judge M. C. Sloss, by 
which i t  gives up its  r ig h t  to job 
action and pledges its e lf  to  handle 
“ hot cargo”  w h ile  disputes are re
ferred to the judge fo r  settlement. 
Th is is a serious re trea t and i t  
ca lls to m ind the fa c t th a t H a rry  
Bridges has once before caused 
stra ined re la tions w ith  the other 
m aritim e  unions when advising 
them to re fra in  fro m  “ job action.”

I t  should be c learly  understood, 
however, th a t the P acific  Coast un
ions were compelled to make th is  
re trea t essentia lly because o f the 
conniv ing treachery between the 
employers and such officials as Jo
seph P. Ryan of the In te rn a tion a l 
Longshornucn’s Union and V ic to r 
O lander, Paul Scharrenberg and 
Andrew Furuseth o f the Ir.terna- 
t io 'v !  S a ilo r’s Union. The m ari- 
'im e unions of the Pacific Coast 
have atta ined an advanced position 
by th e ir  m ilita n t methods o f s trug 
gle as w e ll as in  regard to condi
tions gained. F o r these reasons 
they r ad to bear the b ru n t . of the 
attack and bear i t  alone. Anri i t  
is a foregone conclusion th a t fo r 
them to m a in ta in  th is  position i t  
is necessary th a t the m aritim e  un
ions, p a rtic u la r ly  in  the East, be 
s im ila r ly  organized and establish a 
fa r  greater degree o f cohesion and 
so lida rity .

The dram atic  events o f th is  pro
trac ted  Pacific Coast s trugg le  can 
best be understood when related in  
chronological order. A t the same 
tim e each one o f them  conta in  les
sons necessary fo r m il ita n t  un ion
ists tc* assim ila te i f  they are to  he 
on guard in  fu tu re  events. In  prac
tic a lly  every instance we see re
flected the conflic t between the old 
school o f corrupted trade union 
leadership and the new ly awakened 
ran k  and file  m ilita n cy . B u t in  its  
broader im plications, i t  is  the con
flic t o f the cap ita lis t owners o f in 
dustry  and th e ir  labo r lieutenants 
p itted  against an advanced section 
of the w o rk ing  class.

The S trike Award
Out of the San Francisco general 

s tr ike  grew the special aw ard o f the 
N a tiona l Longshoremen's Board 
prov id ing  fo r the present w ork ing

conditions on the w a te rfro n t. The 
longshoremen gained the six-hour 
day w ith  a wage scale o f 95 cents 
per hour and $1.40 fo r  overtime. 
Subsequently a l l other m a ritim e  
workers made gains. The sailors 
established a wage scale of $62.50 
per month, the stewards $50.00 per 
month w h ich compares to  the low er 
ra te  on the  East Coast o f $57.50 
and $45.00 fo r these tw o c ra fts  re
spectively. According to  the new 
aw ard a ll cases o f d ispute were to 
be handled by the loca l Labo r Re
la tions Committee, and in  the event 
o f disagreement to  be re fe rred  to 
Judge Sloss fo r  a rb itra tio n . One 
of the im portan t and a t the same 
tim e one o f the most b itte r ly  con
tested gains fo r  the workers, con
tained in  th is  aw ard, was the p ro
vision fo r a ll h ir in g  of crews to 
take place through “ h ir in g  ha lls ”  
jo in t ly  operated. Through th is  
medium the unions were able to 
exercise alm ost complete contro l 
over h ir in g  and f ir in g  o f crews. O f 
course, i t  should be remembered, 
th a t a l l o f these gains were made 
only a fte r a whole series o f s trug 
gles consciously aimed a t an im 
mediate goal.

Gains Consolidated
F o llow ing  up these gains the 

unions fu rth e r strengthened the ir 
position enormously by organizing 
the M aritim e  Federation o f the 
Pacific Coast, embracing a l l  of the 
m aritim e unions and counting a 
to ta l of 35.000 members. O rd in a ri
ly  there would no t be anyth ing 
s ta rt lin g  fo r  A . F. o f L . unions of 
re lated c ra fts  w ith in  one indusVrv 
to combine in  the establishm ent of 
a federation. T h is  has been a long 
established practice by the various 
departments a lready in  existence, 
com prising the bu ild ing  trades, the 
metal trades, the p r in tin g  trades 
and others. B u t a fte r the lessons 
of the general s trike , w h ich  had 
brought fo rw a rd  a determ ined 
leadership in  the  local m aritim e 
unions, and in  fea r of a r is ing  fide 
of m ilitancy , the top bureaucrats 
took an en tire ly  d iffe re n t view  of 
the m atter.

The new ly gaifled cohesiveness 
made the workers conscious of 
th e ir organized power w h ich  they 
d id  no t hesitate to use. Ships w ith  
non-union crews, o r w ith  cargo 
loaded anywhere by scabs, found 
d ifficu lties in  every Pacific port. 
W hile  the federation is  in  no sense 
ns fu lly  effective as an in d u s tr ia l 
union i t  d id  ineulcaite a high de
gree o f so lid a rity  and u n ity  o f ac
tion  a ll along the coast. Even as a 
mere step in  th a t d irection  i t  be
came a splendid tr ib u te  to  the idea 
of in d u s tr ia l unionism. From  the 
po in t of view o f the employers th is  
s itua tion  appeared ever more des
perate. The business rev iva l began 
to make its  w a y ; pro fits  showed 
new and excellent prospects, but- 
ressed by the enormous government 
ship subsidies, and lo and behold, 
(lie workers on the w a te rfron ts  
and on the ships insisted, through 
the ir unions, upon th e ir  modest 
share as specified by the federal 
award. They insisted on union con
tro l o f w o rk ing  conditions. The 
m aritim e unions had become a 
-owerful force.

F o llow ing  th e ir  acceptance of 
the federa l aw ard the employers 
confined themselves to g u e rilla  w a r
fare, bu t only in  prepara tion  fo r  
th e ir day of the general offensive. 
T h is  assumd varied form s. In  one 
instance sailors were commanded 
to unload steam schooners a t a 
scale o f 95 cents an hour. The sail- 
to circum vent the  longshoremen’s 
scale o f 9’ cents an hour. The sa il
ors refused, so the  employers had 
to h ire  longshoremen, b u t they 
would subsequently tie  up the 
schooners, leaving them ly in g  id le  
in  the p o rts ; f irs t  dozens o f them, 
la te r scores. P e tty  v io la tions o f 
the provisions o f the aw ard  were 
common occurrences. Ships c a rry 
ing  “ ho t cargo”  called a t the ports 
r ig h t along w h ile  a hue and cry  
went up against the workers’ re 
fusa l to unload them. B u t in  a ll 
these situa tions the  workers also 
learned how to  resort to  a special 
k ind  o f job action th rough w ha t 
was popu larly  called “ qu ick ie”  
.strikes. They m et the stra tegy o f 
gu e rilla  w a rfa re  ra th e r effectively.

A ll the tim e the employers p re
pared fo r the showdown. The local 
Chambers o f Commerce, t jie  H ears t 
press and the rad io  loud speakers 
b lared ou t th e ir  shouts fo r  a  show
down w h ile  an im portan t p a rt of 
the plans were concocted lig h t  in  
the in te rna tiona l union offices.

Joseph P. Ryan, the president o f 
fhe I.L .A ., had bungled th ings fo r  
the bureaucrats du ring  the coast
w ide s tr ike  when he fa iled  to  ca rry  
a single vote fo r  his outrageous 
settlement proposals. He was a l
ready badly discredited on the Pac
ific  Coast. So tlie  gentlemen re- 
■civing the h igh salaries in  the 
sa ilors ’ union. Paul Scharrenberg 
and V ic to r Olander, came to the 
rescue o f the employers when help 
rom these labor lieutenants was 

needed the most. Paul Scharren- 
berg. who was often denounced by 
Tom Mooney ns one of his ja ile rs , 
had h im se lf been expelled :rum  the 
sa ilors ’ union o f the Pacific  be
cause of his treacherous ac tiv ities  
du ring  the tanker s trike . V ic to r 
Olander, one o f the le ft-overs o f 
the o ld  Gompers’ regime, required 
a good deal of his tra in in g  in  the 
k in d  o f po litics  where an opponent 
is never m et openly u n t il a ll the 
traps are securely set. A t the I.S. 
U. convention in  January, when 
serious disputes on the Pacific 
Coast were in  a deadlock, these 
two gentlemen appeared to  adm in
is te r th e ir  blow.

Union Charter Revoked
The sailors ’ union o f the Pacific 

Coast was ind ic ted  fo r  having re
fused to unload the steam schoon
ers a t 29 cents an hour, fo r  having 
combined w ith  other unions in  the 
M aritim e Federation and fo r  hav
ing  taken in to  its  ranks members 
O: the dissolved M arine W orkers 
In d u s tria l Union. The sailors ’ un 
ion  on the Pacific  Coast was ex
pelled and its  funds tied  up  in  
court litig a tio n . W hat was the 
purpose o f th is  action? Here we 
w ill le t tlie  New York Times, which 
carries “ a ll the news f i t  to p r in t ,”  
give the answer. In  its  issue of 
January 31, George P. West re-, 
ported from  San Francisco on t ty

“ staggering blow to the h ith e rto  
v ic torious m aritim e  unions”  by t in  
cha rte r revocation. He added:

“ Shipowners are ju b ila n t as they 
abandon care fu lly  la id  plans to lay 
up a ll ships ea rly  in  February  and 
thereby lockout sailors and long
shoremen as a fina l desperate ex
pedient in  com batting the m ilita n t 
leadership o f H a rry  Bridges and 
his allies. Instead they now an
nounce they w i l l  w a it  u n t il the 
I.S.TJ. has organized a  new Pacific 
Coast u n it

“ I f  the  local leadership refuses 
to  recognize fhe new union and 
w ork cargo the respons ib ility  w i l l  
be transfe rred to  the men and the 
issue fought ou t as a s tr ik e  instead 
o f a lockout.”

“ We’ve G ot the M e n !”
M atters d id  no t w ork  out en tire ly  

in  th is  fash ion, and ch ie fly  because 
of the fa c t th a t the bureaucrats o f 
the I.S.U. a iled in  th e ir  nefarious 
scheme. They d id  no t ra l ly  any o f 
the sailors on the P acific  Coast to 
th e ir  banner. I t  tu rned ou t to he 
as stated by E a r l K ing, one o f the 
leaders of the M aritim e  F ede ra tion : 
“ They’ve got the charte r, we’ve got" 
the men.”  The M aritim e  Federa
tion  stood its  ground and remained 
solid so the employers had to 
change th e ir stra tegy and move fo r  
the showdown p rec ip ita ted  by them 
selves when they broke off re la 
tions w ith  longshoremen’s loca l 38- 
79 on A p r i l 14.

T h is  long pro tracted struggle is  
now settled— a t least fo r  the tim e 
being. The sh ipp ing companies 
and the w a te rfro n t employers have 
once again experienced the power 
of labor when w e ll organized and 
g ite n  m ilita n t leadership. They 
have also experienced a new les
son, namely th a t they cannot en
t ire ly  depend upon the top bureau
crats, be they ever so corrupted, 
once the rank and file workers have 
become conscious o f the despicable 
ro le these ind iv idua ls  play. To the 
workers i t  should have become in 
creasingly clear th a t rea l gains are 
made on ly through conscious s trug 
gle and when th e ir  organizations 
are made a means fo r  th is  purpose.

Significance o f the  R etreat

B u t the re trea t embodied in  the 
present agreement leaves the Paci
fic Coast m aritim e  unions in  a 
weakened position. The pledge to 
handle “ ho t cargo”  can become 
extrem ely dangerous and can easily 
serve as a treacherous means to 
ward the breaking up o f the  soli
d a r ity  and the organ ization a t
tained, not on ly on the Pacific 
Coast, but, elsewhere. Under no con
d itions can the unions afford to 
agree to handle “ hot cargo”  of tlie  
k ind  th a t is actua lly  loaded by 
scabs under the conditions o f a 
s tr ike  in  other ports. T h a t would 
mean the g iv ing  up o f the very 
r ig h t to an organization.

But, as stated a t the outset in  
I liis  a rtic le , the key to the problem 
remains the organ ization fo r  com
mon action in  a ll the ports in  the 
country. The establishm ent o f the 
M aritim e Federation of the G u lf 
Coast, d is tr ic t embracing about 10,- 
000 m aritim e  workers is one im 
po rtan t step in  th is  d irection. When 
fo llowed up on the Eastern coast, 
regardless o f the opposition o f the 
reactionary bureaucrats, the re
tre a t made can again be turned in to  
a new advance.

Donkey  and Elephant 
Gird for Election Spree

(Continued from  Page 1) 
Tories, o f the selfish lew , of those 
who w ould rob the  people o f th e ir  
lib e rt ie s ; concern fo r  the common 
m a n ; the great alms o f social se
c u r ity  and ne ighborliness; protec
tio n  and aid  fo r  a g ric u ltu re ; 
against the corruptions o f the 
m ig h ty ; fo r  a tru e  peoples’ govern
ment. An adm irab le program , in  
short, fo r  a genuine People’s Front. 
The Democrats are abandoning hope 
o f toning down the attacks in the 
Republican press, since they find 
tha t every pub lic ly  avowed protesta
tion  o f friendsh ip  io r  b ig  business 
only spurs the Republicans to new 
heights. They are fa ll in g  back, 
there ore, in to  a purer form  of 
demagogy.

The Republican Scramble
The Republicans have a some

w hat more d ifficu lt, and less rew ard
ing  task. They are confronted w ith  
a most undignified scramble fo r  the 
P residentia l nom ination. Landon, 
Borah, Knox, and Hoover are now 
in t lie  lead, w ith  Landon ou t in  
fro n t a t the moment. Landon, how 
ever, is suffering irom  the too a r
dent kiss o f Hearst, and none of 
these fou r seem to  have sufficient 
support to  secure nom ination on an 
ea rly  ba llo t. The old-line p o lit i
cians m a in ta in  t ig h t con tro l o.' the 
Convention through the device o f 
having “ un instructed delegates” 
elected fro m  most o f the  s ta tes ; 
and i t  is  no t im probable tha t they 
w ill engineer the nomine,! ion o ’ a 
compromise dark horse— perhaps 
Vandenberg o f M ichigan, o r Steiwer 
o f Oregon, the  la tte r  o f whom has 
been selected as the Keynoter fo r  
the Convention.

The Republicans w i l l  have some
what more trouble than the Demo
cra ts liv e r the w ord ing o f th e ir 
p la tfo rm , p a rtic u la r ly  because of 
the s tra teg ic  position in  w h ich 
Borah may find h im self. As a con
cession to Borah, they w i l l  no doubt 
take care to po in t ou t th a t the  Re
publican P a rty  is the genuinely 
lib e ra l p a rty  in  terms o f the true

Am erican trad tio n , and th a t the 
great task before us is to prevent 
the ty ranny  o f the state over the 
ind iv idua l, to guard our cherished 
libe rties  from  socia listic regim enta
tion , and to  oust the soviet lro m  the 
W hite  House. They w i l l  then go on 
lo show th a t th is  means a sound 
monetary system, ba lancing of the 
federal budget, ending o f corruption 
and extravagance, and a cessation 
o,' interference w ith  leg itim ate busi
ness.

Aim  of the G. O. P. Struggle
i t  can ha rd ly  be thought, how

ever, tha t the Republicans seriously 
believe th a t they have a chance in 
November. Every in d ica tion  is  fo r  
a decisive victory’ fo r Roosevelt. 
T lie  strugg le io r  Republican nom
ination, therefore, is la rge ly  a s trug
gle fo r  contro l of the Republican 
P arty  m achinery and w hat th is  can 
bring  apart ,rom  actual possession 
of the Federal A dm in is tra tion  
And, yKpart from  th is , the Republi
can /ram pa ign  w ill be run not so 
much to t r y  to  secure election as 
to put continuous pressure on Roose
velt to prevent him  from  ge tting  
too fa r  out o f line  iv ith  t lie  aims o f 
I be in du s tria lis ts  and financiers 
back o f the Republican P arty  ; an 
ob ject w h ich  is no t so d ifficu lt when 
it  is remembered th a t these aims 
correspond in  a ll im portant- respects 
w ith  the aim s o f the in d u s tria lis ts  
and iinanc ie rs  back o f t lie  Democ
ra tic  Party.

i t  is  ha rd ly  necessary to  po in t 
out. tha t, words and slogans aside, 
in  th e ir  concrete significance, p ro
grams and activ ities , there is a t the 
present tim e no im p o rtan t d iffe r
ence between the tw o  parties. They 
both represent, from  top to bottom, 
the fundam ental social in terests o f 
the big- bourgeoisie, o f finance-cap
ita l.  The ax is  o f the aims o f each 
is sim ply to keep capita lism  going, 
w ith  the largest possible percentage 
o f its  f ru its  going to  the bour
geoisie.

On the cen tra l question con fron t
ing the U n ited States (and every

o ther) government— the w a r ques
tion— there is  no dispute even in  
words between the tw o  parties. 
Both see the next w ar approaching 
rap id ly  and inev itab ly , and p lan 
to have the United States in  a posi
tion  to  enter i t  in  its  la te r stages to 
reap the la rgest rew ard  from  the 
re-division o f the world . Roosevelt 
has successfully carried  through the 
largest peace-time arm am ent budget 
in  the h is to ry  o f th is  o r any other 
c o u n try ; and no Republican cry  
fo r  economy has ever mentioned the 
armament expenditures. Even the 
D. A. R. and Hearst have recently 
i raised Roosevelt in  pub lic  fo r his 
devotion to the “ na tiona l de ense” , 
and on th is  subject there are no 
s tr ic te r judges.

Differences Superficial
Doubtless the tw o parties d iffe r 

to some degree in  the details of 
th e ir schemes fo r m anaging the po
lit ic a l aspect of the great bourgeois 
business o i exp lo itin g  the masses. 
For example, there is more senti
ment fo r  d irect re lie f as opposed to 
work re lie f in  the Republican than 
in  the Dem ocratic P arty . Never- 
hcless, the difference here also is 

la rge ly  on the sur ace. Both are 
agreed tha t re lie f should be kept as 
low as is compatible w ith  fhe pre
vention o f too much mass resent
ment. The Fem blicans ta lk  more 
at >ut a “ balanced b u dg e t’ ; but 
they, lik e  Roosevelt, are not w illin g  
o levy sufficient new taxa tion  to 

a tta in  i t ;  and there are as many 
in fla tio n is ts  among the Republicans 
as among the Democrats. The d if- 
ferences in  general ta r if f  po licy be
tween the two parties have disap
peared ; and there remains on ly in 
d iv idua l deals on ta r iffs  in vo lv ing  
in d iv id u a l backers of the respective 
parties. The Democrats have, i t  is 
true, a more aggressive fa rm  po licy  ; 
bu t th is  is la rge ly  an ideological 
d i ferenee—one o f the differences in  
the means by w h ich  the tw o  t ry  to  
m ain ta in  th e ir mass bases, ra the r 
ban any fundam ental cleavage.

There was once a day when these 
two  parties faced each other w ith  
lilie s  sha rp ly  drawn, when they 
presented themselves to the country 
as the p o lit ic a l representatives of 
tw o  m o rta lly  opposed classes to 
gether w ith  th e ir  subordinate allies. 
Through them the slaveholders o f

,the South fought i t  out against the 
in du s tria lis ts  and merchants o f the 
F)ist. B u t th is  issvie requ ired a 
C iv il W ar, no t m erely an election, 
to settle. And as a necessary p a rt 
o" th a t m ig h ty  struggle fo r state 
power, the Republican P a rty  was 
led to wipe, out u tte r ly  the class 
which opposed it ,  f ir s t  in  p a rt by 
arms, and then by uprooting the 
social basis upon w hich i t  was c,on- 
s titu ted . In  the succeeding years 
the bourgeoisie consolidated its  v ic 
tory, and finance-capita l replaced 
the in du s tria lis ts  and merchants.

The O nly M a jo r Struggle
Henceforth the on ly m a jo r social 

struggle is between im peria lis  f in 
ance-capital and tlie  p ro le ta ria t. 
This struggle is not yet, however, 
reflected to  any im portan t extent 
in the pa rliam en ta ry  domain, and 
cannot be d ire c tly  expressed in  any 
possible contest between the Repub- 
' i  :an and Dem ocratic parties. Con
sequently. the masses, in  choosing 
between them, have only the ques- 
‘ ion— as M arx  expressed i t — o 
which group o f brigands t h e  shall 
elect to take the lead fo r  fou r years 
in exp lo iting  them.

Nevertheless, even the electoral 
contest between these two parties 
is not w ith o u t social .signi.icance. 
For one th ing, the business of go
vernment has become the biggest 
of a il businesses, and there is a 
genuine r iv a lry  in de term in ing who 
sha ll have the  r ig h t to  its  p ro fits . 
But much more im portan t than this, 
the elections are a m a jo r means fo r  
spreading illus ions among the mass
es, fo r  preventing the masses from  
understanding w hat the true  issues 
o f modern society ac tua lly  are. E x 
aggerating the appearance o f d if 
ferences between the two parties 
aids the bourgeoisie in  susta in ing 
the be lie f on the p a rt of the mass
es th a t i t  is  a v ita l question fo r  
them whether the next A dm in is tra 
tion is Republican o r Democratic. 
Thus the masses are h indered from  
learn ing th a t the on ly p o lit ic a l 
s trugg le of rea l im portance fo r  them 
is the struggle not against one o r 
another o f the parties, bu t against 
the bourgeois state its e lf in  its  en
tire ty , is the strugg le fo r  the over
throw  of the state.

B u t i t  is doub tfu l th a t th is  i l lu 
sion can be sustained much longer

by the quadrennia l e lectora l con
test between Republicans and Dem
ocrats. The puppet show is  becom
ing  too unconvincing. Consequent
ly. the bourgeoisie w i l l  have to  tu rn  
to a new device to stave off the mass 
g row th  of revo lu tiona ry  po litica l 
strugg le against the state. Two de
vices are possible: a mass Fascist 
movement —  though the tim e fo r 
th a t has no t yet come, and probably 
w i l l  not fo r  some years; or a re- 
ormi.sf pa rty—a People’s o r Labor 

' o r Farm er-Labor o r Progessive 
P a rty—whereby the beginnings of 
deep revo lt can be channelized in to  
safe directions. P repara tions fo r 
the la tte r  a lte rna tive  are already 
under way. Indeed, Roosevelt h im 
self has transform ed the Dem ocratic 
P a rty  n considerable distance along 
the path, and, w ith  the active help 
of the trade union bureaucracy, is 
m aking i t  in to  the “ Labor P a rty  o f 
1936”  Labor's Non-Partisan Lea
gue, supporting Roosevelt this, year, 
is jockeying in to  a position where 
la te r i t  can gather up the le ftw a rd  
movement of the masses in to  an 
avowed Labor Party , under firm  
an ti-revo lu tiona ry  contro l.

Only one strategy, can defeat th is  
perspective: revo lu tionary strategy, 
revo lu tionary ag ita tion  and organ
ization. The re fo rm is t d is tinctions 
between “ frien ds ”  and “ enemies”  
among the bourgeoisie, between the 
L ibe rty  League and Farley, between 
tlie  Supreme C ourt and Congress, 
between H earst and The Times or 
Scripps-Howard, m erely plays the 
game of Roosevelt th is  year, and 
the sub tle r game o f the T h ird  
P a rty  advocates in  the years to 
come. O ur a ttack m ust be against 
c a p ita lis m ; our s trugg le m ust be 
fo r  socialism. And fo r  th is  a ttack 
and th is  s trugg le there  is  one , and 
on ly  one, p o lit ic a l weapon: the rev
o lu tionary  party . O ur task is to  
orge th is  weapon. There is  no 

other th a t w i l l  serve.

New York Labor Unites 
fo r Monster P arad e

(Continued fro m  Page X) 
by the pa rtic ip a tin g  bodies. They 
stand opposed to the great parade 
th a t w i i l  take place on M ay Day 
w ith  o r w ith ou t the officia l support 
o f these pow erfu l unions. I t  would 
be fhe  greatest e rro r to give up the 
street parade o f hundreds of thou
sands o f workers in  order to  have, 
Instead, a po lite  ga thering  a t the 
Polo Grounds, interspersed w ith  a 
few  innocuous o r labo r-d iv id ing  
speeches and sporting  events. The 
U nited F ro n t M ay D ay Committee 
has correctly  re jected such a  de
mand. The parade through the 
streets is the m anner to emphasize 
and m obilize Labor's increasing sol
id a r ity  and understand ing o f its  
problems on th is  h is to r ic  day.

The officialdom and lackeys of 
the A.CjW., I.L .G .W , and M illin e ry  
Unions have endeavored in  the lo 
ca l unions to have the membership 
declare fo r  pa rtic ip a tion  on ly  in  the 
Polo Grounds meeting and to  de
clare against m arch ing on M ay Day 
w ith  the U n ited F ro n t These a t
tempts to sabotage the m ob iliza tion  
of labor’s organized ranks have 
been sharp ly rejected by the la rg 
est locals o f these uhions. They w i l l  
inarch in  the United F ro n t demon
s tra tion  and also la te r take p a r t in  
the Polo Grounds a ffa ir, thus t r y 
ing, i f  possible, to cement labor u n i
ty  on M ay Day despite fhe offic ia l 
edicts and aims o f the union offic ia l

to prevent any "com petition”  be
tween the Polo G round and U.F. 
M ay Day parade and dem onstra
tions. T h is  is  correct. The U nited 
F ro n t M ay D ay Committee ca lls  
upon the members o f these unions 
and o ther organizations to give f u l l  
support to both dem onstrations and 
to endeavor to  give to  the Polo 
Grounds ga the ring  a d is tin c t ly  
w o rk ing  class character. M any o r
ganizations have already signified 
th e ir  in ten tion  to take p a r t in  both 
ga the rings—-am ong them many 
unions and also the Socia list P arty . 
The U n ited  F ro n t M ay D ay Com
m ittee is  doing everyth ing possible 
to u n ify  labo r’s ranks on M ay D ay; 
ta il in g  so fa r  to get the I.L .G .W ., 
A.C.W. and M illin e ry  W orkers 
Unions to ca ll off the Polo Grounds 
get-together in  favo r o f one gigan
tic, un ited M ay Day Parade, cu l
m ina ting  a t Union Square, the M ay 
D ay Committee continues to  ca ll, 
w ith  some success, upon w orkers ’ 
organizations to support both dem
onstrations. Nevertheless, i t  w ou ld  
be fo lly  not to recognize tha t fun 
da m e n ta l’ the c o u n t  e r  Polo 
G round dem onstration has as the 
aim  o f its  sponsors the sabotage o f 
May D ay so lida rity , and cannot 
he lp  bu t effect in  some measure the 
size o f the genuine May Day dem
onstra tion supported and organized 
by the U n ited  F ro n t Committee.

The Stalinists
dom.

The leaders and sponsors of the 
Polo Grounds “ celebration” , the 
heads of three m a jo r New Y ork  
unions, are a lleged ly progressive 
leaders o f labor, even “ socia lists” , 
who w an t a Labor P a rty  ; they are 
“ class - conscious’ —  especia lly. fo r  
F ra n k lin  D. Rooseelt. Yes, they are 
even outstanding leaders o f a m a jo r 
movement fo r  in d u s tr ia l unionism, 
tlie  Committee fo r  In d u s tr ia l O r
ganization —  Dubinsky, Zaritsky , 
H illm an, et al. B u t they are p la y 
in g  the  bosses’ game, they are p lay
ing  a backy ard game in  try in g  to 
d iv ide the ranks o f labo r on M ay 
D a y ; by th e ir  hope and a im  to  d i
m inish, i f  they cannot break up, 
the fo rthcom ing g igan tic  U n ited 
F ro n t M ay Day dem onstration. 
These sponsors of the Polo Grounds 
tu rn -o u t show th e ir  rea l “ progres
sive’ color by th e ir  open, declared 
support o f Roosevelt, the Dem ocrat
ic  president, fo r  the 1936 na tiona l 
elections. These are the  Judases o f 
labor on M ay Day and every other 
day. I f  is  even said by many th a t 
these progressive and “ soc ia lis t” 
leaders in  these unions may t r y  to 
tu rn  th is  a llegedly May Day A t fa ir  
a t the Polo Grounds in to  a demon
s tra tion  on beha lf o f Roosevelt.

The po licy o f the U n ited  F ro n t 
M ay D a y  Committee is  to  endeavor

Frame Negros
(Continued from  Page 1)

Yergie T erry , and her boy friend, 
were brought to  “ id e n tify ”  them. 
The T e rry  woman declared th a t the 
prisoners had attacked her tw ice 
in  five m inutes, and th a t they had 
w orn  caps, overalls, and masks. 
C layton does not possess a cap and 
has not worn overalls in  five years. 
Nor d id  the state produce the masks 
du ring  the drum-head t r ia l  o f the 
boys.

The boy fr ie n d  claim ed th a t he 
had been th row n  face dow nw ard in  
a d itch . Records o f the  U n ited  
States W eather Bureau prove th a t 
i t  had ra ined three days and nights 
preceding the alleged date o f a t
tack. T h is  p im p d id  not com plain 
tha t his clothes were soiled, a l
though he would have been drowned 
had he been th row n  in  a d itch.

Not a single Negro was im pane ll
ed on the  ju ry  w h ich tr ie d  the boys, 
bu t the Supreme C ourt o f Arkansas 
fa iled  to reverse the death sen
tences on th is  score. Uuless there 
is a wave o f na tiona l protest, th is  
Arkansas Scottsboro case w i l l  re
su lt in  the deaths o f tw o  innocent 
Negroes. We must answer th is  stu
pid savagery of the Arkansas p la n t
ers by funds and protests. Funds 
should be sent to the Southern Ten
ant Farm ers Union, Box 5215, Mem
phis, Tenn.. and protests to Gover
nor H arvey P urnell, L i t t le  Rock, 
A rk.-

The Communist P a rty  (S ta lin 
ists) are an im p o rtan t p a rt of the 
U n ited F ro n t May Day Committee 
represented on a l l committees of 
the U.F. B u t th is  year the  S ta lin 
ists are w a tch ing  th e ir step in  th is  
un ited  fro n t in  order not to upset 
the apple cart as they have so often 
done in  past years. Gone are th e ir  
cries o f “ S ocia l-Fascist!”  against 
the Socia lis t w o rkers ; gone are 
th e ir  how ls fo r  the fic tit iou s  “ u n it
ed fro n t from  below” ; gone th e ir  
stupid, fa lse setting-up, in  a ll the 
circumstances then, o f independent 
and dua l trade  un ions; gone much 
o f the luna tic  tac tics  o f the no tor
ious “ T h ird  Period” . The S ta lin is ts  
have jum ped ou t o f th e ir  skins both 
in  fr ig h t  a t th e ir  misdeeds, and in  
th e ir  desires to  promote th e ir  op
po rtu n is tic  and social p a trio tic  line  
on the w ar question, in  the unions, 
the 1936 elections, th e ir  ba llyhoo 
fo r a th ird  cap ita lis t pa rty , euphe
m is tica lly  called a Farm er-Labor 
P a rty , and s im ila r objetives re flect
ing  th e ir  somersault.

The S ta lin is ts  could, i f  they 
wished, easily dom inate the May 
Day IJnifed F ro n t Committee mech
an ica lly  through th e ir  numerous 
stooge and du p lica tin g  a u x ilia ry  
organizations. B u t they are re
fra in in g  fro m  so doing and are le t
t ing  the S.P. M ilita n ts  ru n  the 
show, even though o rgan iza tiona l
ly the “ M ilita n ts ”  could stand more 
practica l assistance on various as
pects o f the dem onstration. B u t 
having gotten in to  the U n ited 
F ron t, and w ith  opportun ity  p rov id 
ed to procla im  th e ir substitute— a 
Farm er-Labor P a rty  fo r  a genuine 
revo lu tiona ry  pa rty , they are con
ten t th is  tim e to le t w e ll enough 
alone and to act as p r im ly  and po
lite ly  as a l i t t le  Lord  Fauntleroy.
T lie  W .P. and the U n ited  F ron t
The W orkers P arty  o f New Y ork  

is p a rtic ip a tin g  in  the M ay Day 
un ited  fro n t and is represented on 
the Executive Committee. We are 
g iv ing  f u l l  support to the basic ob
jectives o f M ay Day. W e, be tte r 
than any other organ ization o f la 
bor, can f it t in g ly  pa rtic ipa te  in  and 
promote the U n ited  F ron t on May 
Day and on other specific issues 
and occasions. O ur P a rty  has a l
ways held a sound position on the 
tac tic  o f the un ited fro n t as a me
dium  fo r  the  m ob iliza tion  o f w ide 
masses of workers on specific m at
ters. O ur P arty , un like  the social- 
p a tr io t ic  S ta lin is ts , never labeled 
Socialists as “ Social - Fascists” , 
even though the W.P. continued to 
make c ritic ism  o f the inadequacies 
o f the socialists and o ther bodies 
in  respect to program, theory and 
action.

Among the m ain slogans a re : fo r  
Defense of the Soviet Union ;fov the 
class-war p risoners ; against w ar 
and Fascism ; fo r  a fa rm er-labo r 
P arty , etc. O ur organization, the 
W orkers P arty, as per its  o ffic ia l 
position, is against the slogan and 
form ation  o f a “ fa rm er-labo r”  or 
“ La bo r”  P arty . Under t lie  eircum- 
gstances, we regard i t  as a pe tty  
bourgeois combination, a b u lw a rk , 
i,f formed, against a developing m il
ita n t and revo lu tionary w o rk ing  
class. Nor, fo r  th a t m atter, does a 
genuine base, rooted in  the mass o f 
labor unions, ac tua lly  ex is t today. 
F o r the most p a rt the ex is ting  “ la 
bor p a rty ”  movements are fic tit io u s  
organizations, or ra ther, paper bod
ies w ith  some scattered in d iv id u a l 
support. B u t the complete position 
o f the W orkers P a rty  on th is  issue 
is expressed essentially in  its  dec
la ra tio n  o f P rincip les and in  other 
expressions o f policy tow a rd  con
crete m anifestations o f such a 
movement. Suffice th a t the W o rk 
ers P arty , w h ile  g iv ing  f u l l  support 
to  the 1936 M ay D ay and the a r
rangements thereof, states its  sep
a ra tion  from  the advocacy o f the 
Labor P a rty  slogan in  the parade.

Members and supporters o f the 
W orkers P a r ty ! M arch on M ay 
Day in  the U n ited F ro n t!

W orkers ! O ut on the streets fo r  
M ay D a y ! M obilize fo r  Labo r Sol
id a r ity  against C ap ita lism !



SATURDAY, APRIL 25, 1936

HUNGER STRIKE IN  STALIN’S PRISONS
Heroic Struggle o f Revolutionary Po litical Prisone rs Against Despotic DPU  

Is T o ld  by D r. Ciliga in  Fourth installm ent o f Series
By AN TO N C IL IG A

M ay 22, 1933 was the day on 
w h ich our prison term  expired. On 
M arch 21, we sent a declaration to  
the C. E. C. and the collegium  o f 
the G. P. U. demanding th a t we be 
g iven perm ission to  depart unh in 
dered from  Russia upon the ex
p ira tio n  o f our sentence. We po in t
ed out in  our declaration th a t in  
the event o f a refusal o r fa ilu re  to 
receive an answer we would begin, 
a hunger s tr ike  on the day our 
sentence expired, and should the 
necessity arise, we would no t re 
fra in  from  resorting to the most ex
treme measures, sparing ne ithe r our 
health nor lives in  the struggle.

A short tim e ago, I  succeeded in  
obtain ing permission to depart. 
Comrade D ragu itch , a fo rm er mem
ber of the C. E. C. o f the Jugoslav 
Communist Party , in  his struggle 
to achieve th is  aim  is s t i l l  in ca r
cerated in  the secret dungeons o f 
Soviet Guiana, the te rrib le  Solovet- 
sk i Islands, because he attem pted 
to cross the fron tie rs  ille g a lly  a fte r 
permission to depart lega lly  was 
denied him . Comrade Deditch, a 
well known trade union a c tiv is t in  
Jugoslavia (Herzegovina) is s itt iu g  
il l ,  fam ished, and w ith o u t employ
ment in  d is tan t S iberian exile.

Reasons for the Struggle
We were so stubborn in  ins is ting  

upon permission to depart abroad 
fo r  several reasons. F irs t o f a ll, 
we came to Russia in  1020, on ly fo r 
a tem porary stay and were supposed 
to re tu rn  home a fte r accomplishing 
certain work. By 1033, our mission 
had long, been fu lf il le d . Secondly, 
there were no possib ilities in  Rus
sia fo r  doing revo lu tiona ry  w ork 
as we understood it ,  and besides 
we had in fin ite ly  greater possib ili
ties abroad. T h ird ly , a fte r our 
harsh experience in  Russia we 
w ant to become d irec tly  acquainted 
also w ith  the experience and the 
ideas o f the Western European and 
Am erican labor movement. And, 
f in a lly , we could not reconcile our
selves w ith  the conduct o f the pre
sent Soviet Government, which per
m its its e lf  to trea t foreign workers 
ing  them in to  its  perpetual prison- 
and revo lu tion is ts  like  slaves, tu rn 
ers, depriv ing  them o f th e ir  ele
m entary human righ ts , seeking to 
s tr ip  them of a l l human d ign ity . 
Hundreds o f fore ign workers and 
revo lu tion is ts  fin d  themselves in  
Soviet Russia in  the status of th in ly  
veiled slavery and cap tiv ity . A ll  
th is is being perpetrated by a Go
vernm ent tha t passes off its  re
gime so pers is tently  and fa lse ly  as 
the fa the rland  o f the to ile rs  o f the 
en tire  w orld . I t  is th is  combina
tion o f the cynicism of in fin ite  op
pression w ith  the cynicism of in f in 
ite  lies to the fo re ign p ro le ta ria t 
tha t most aroused our in d ig n a ti n 
a t the Soviet bureaucratic customs.

O ur demand fo r  leave to depart 
was active ly  supported by the entire  
com m unist sector o f the prison. In  
a special declaration to the Govern
ment. the E lder, in  the name o f a ll 
the im prisoned Communists support
ed our demand to depart, and placed 
the respons ib ility  fo r  our fa te  upon 
the Government. The universa l 
and decisive support o f the entire  
iso la to r (up to and inc lud ing  a 
hunger s tr ike  in  s o lid a rity ) was a 
m anifestation o f in te rna tiona l so lid 
a r ity , and o f a/ desire to make 
known through us to  the in te rna 
tiona l w o rk ing  class the position 
o f the persecuted groups o f the' 
w o rk ing  class movement in  the 
U. S. S. R.

A GPU Coup
When the GPU saw th a t m atters 

were heading tow ard an extensive 
struggle,, i t  executed a maneuver, 
deciding to remove us from  Verkh- 
no-Uralsk on a decorous pre text. 
A few  days p r io r to the exp ira tion  
of our prison term, on May IS, 1933 
we were to ld  to surrender our co rr
espondence. and to get our things 
ready. To our in q u iry  as "to our 
destination, Bizulopv, the warden, 
rep lied—Moscow. To the question 
as to the purpose of the journey, 
we received the answer: “ Can’t say. 
A pparently , in  order to discuss the 
m atter you raised in  your declara
tion ."

We were taken away. The iso la to r 
sent us o ff  w ith  the warm est w ish
es. hut also w ith  some doubts as to 
whether we were not being sim ply 
removed to m o th e r prison. Our 
possessions were examined, our per
sons were searched. W e were plac
ed in two autos, comrades Deditch 
and D ragu itch  in  one, myself in  the 
other. The machines started togeth
er. hut on the road, the auto w ith  
my comrades pu lled ahead, and dis
appeared in a cloud o f dust. I  never 
saw my comrades again. They had 
separated us. We rode the entire 
day, and tow ard evening we arrived  
in  the c ity  o f Chelyabinsk. I  was 
taken to the Chelyabinsk p o lit ic a l 
prison, w h ich held a t th a t tim e from  
50 to SO people (S .R.’s, social demo
crats. Z ionists, anarchists, and a 
few com m unists).

Chelyabinsk and Hunger S trike
When I  announced in  the prison 

■office tha t in  view  of the tr ic k  w ith  
regard to my alleged journey to 
Moscow, and my being separated 
fro m  my comrades, I  would im m ed
ia te ly  begin a hunger strike, the 

head of the Chelyabinsk isolator.

the GPU agent Dupnis to ld  me tha t 
in  tha t case he refused to accept 
me, and would send me back to 
Verkne-U ra lsk. Once again I  was 
placed in  an autom tb ile  and carried 
of.. B u t not to  Verkne-U ra lsk 
They th rew  me in to  the ce lla r of 
the ja i l  fo r  c rim ina ls  under the 
Chelyabinsk m ilit ia . I  was locked 
in to  a damp, cold and da rk  cell. 
The e lectric lig h t burned n ig h t and 
day. I  spent three months in  th is  
ce lla r w ith ou t ever leaving i t  fo r  a 
m inute, -w ithou t .even seeing the 
prison yard  o r the sun . . .

I  im m ediate ly began my hunger 
s trike  here. I  knew th a t my com
rades were also on a hunger s trike  
somewhere, because we had taken in 
to consideration a ll the possib ilities 
beforehand, and had planned how to 
meet them. We had agreed tha t in  
the event o f our being separated, or 
being taken to  some other place 
than Moscow, we would begin a 
hunger s tr ike  ¡mediately. A  G.P.U. 
guard was placed over me: I  was 
enrolled under the G.P.U. in  the is 
o la to r a lthough I  was being kept in 
the ja i l  under the m ilit ia . On the 
day o f my trans er from  Verkhne- 
IJra lsk to Chelyabinsk I  had receiv
ed a ro tten meal, and I therefore 
began the hunger s trike  under in 
auspicious conditions. F o r th is  rea
son I  began to vom it on the second 
or the th ird  day, bu t a fte rw ards I  
began feeling better. I  d id  not feel 
hungry. When a man’s conscious
ness is rea lly  pro foundly permeated 
w ith  the conviction th a t he must 
not (ouch food, he absolutely does 
not feel the pangs o f hunger. He 
only feels weak. I  had already had 
¡he experience of the great hunger 
s trike  0 :! 1931. O f course, the hun
ger s trike  in  th is  place was made 
more d ifficu lt by the cold and the 
dampness. Half-dressed, wrapped in  
a b lanket I  lay  the whole tim e, 
n ight and day, on the wooden bench. 
On the tenth day, a fte r m idn igh t a 
group of G.P.U. agents stamped in to  
the cell. N ig h t tim e is the favo rite  
tim e o f the G.P.U. fo r its  w o rk  . . .

A NoctumaJ V is it
I  was already qu ite  spent psysic- 

a lly , and even more so m entally. 
E igh t days had already elapsed 
since my demands. Suspense tends 
w ith o u t any answer from  the G.P.U. 
to s tra in  and weaken s p ir itu a l resis
tance more than anyth ing  else. The 
G.P.U. is w e ll aware o ’ th is, and 
therefore makes systematic use of 
th is  weapon. When the G.P.U. ag
ents rushed in, I was dozing, and 
in  the semi-darkness of the cell did 
not a t firs t recognize the in truders. 
Then I  perceived th a t in  add ition  to 
Dupnis and six G.P.U. agents, there 
was also present the “ Commission

rom Moscow” , the representatives 
o f the collegium  of the G.P.U. My 
old “ acquaintances ’ : citiziness A nd
reyev, Agranov’s assistant, who is 
in  charge of a l l m atters re la tin g  to  
the persecuted communist, socia list 
and anarch is t groups. There was 
also the head of the A ll-U n ion  De
partm ent o f Prisons under the co ll
egium o f the G.P.U., c itizen Popov, 
whose appearance alone bespoke of 
his functions. The th ird  member 
of the commision— the representa
tive of the prosecutor’s office— was 
absent, although, as I  learned la te r, 
he was present on the spot in  Chely
abinsk, and used to make the rounds 
of the iso la to r du ring  the day, to 
gether w ith  Andreyev and Popov.

The Execution of the Poles

B u t inasmuch as my case, coupled 
w ith  w hat the tom m ission had to 
te ll me, was such a shocking in 
stance o f lawlessness, such a cynic
a l breach of even form al r ig h ts  and 
pro le ta rian  morals, the prosecutor’s 
office decided, qu ite  reasonably, tha t 
i t  should best be done “ w ithou t its  
knowledge’’. A ll the more so since 
the representative o f the prosecu
to r’s office was him self a foreign 
communist, a io rm er Polish worker. 
One should im agine tha t th is  form er 
Polish w orker is today already so 
“ S talin ized”  as to be able to now 
assume upon him self qu ite  openly 
and brazenly w hat he undertook on
ly shame.acedly in  1933. T ha t is to 
say, unless lie happened to be a- 
moug those f i  t.v im portan t Polish 
communists who were recently shot 
in Russia w ith o u t a tr ia l,  upon 
,fhe unverified  and all-em bracing 
charge of I ’ilsudskyism , espionage 
and provocation. ( In  the opinion of 
the most competent and a u tho rita 
tive representatives o f the Polish 
labor movement, the great m a jo rity  
of the executed, among them a fo r
mer deputy to the Polish Sejm, were 
above a ll susp ic ion ; and th a t upon 
investigation any im p a rtia l in te r
na tiona l com m itte would have prov
ed c rim in a l light-m indedness on the 
pa rt of the Soviet ru lin g  organs, i f  
not something worse.

In  the eyes o f the present S ta lin 
is t leadership, which is conducting 
a na tiona lis t policy, every Pole and 
German must be held suspect, i f  
not d ire c tly  considered as a “ spy”
I am personally inc lined to consi
der th is  psychology as the underly
ing reason fo r the monstrous crim e 
o f shooting f i f t y  Polish communists. 
Being somewhat acquainted w ith  
the deportment and methods o f the 
G.P.U. I  can say w ith  ce rta in ty  
that, i t  would not be so bad i f  among 
the executed there were ten or even 
five  real agents of P ilsudsky.

“ C itizen C iliga ” , said Dupnis, 
“ the representatives of the colleg
ium  have something to communicate 
to you.”

“ W ell, w hat is it? ”  I  said rubbing 
my eyes, lu m b ling  fo r  my glasses, 
and ha lf-ra is ing  m yself on the 
bench.

“ C itizen C ilig a ” , continued c itiz - 
eness Andreyev, “ I  have the fo llo w 
ing to communicate to  you : the co ll
egium o f the G.P.U. and the C.E.C. 
o f the U.S.S.R. have rejected your 
demand lo r  permission to depart 
from  the U.S.S.R............B y the od
der o f the collegium  of the G.P.U. 
your prison term  has been extended 
fo r an add itiona l tw o years . . . . 
The ,G.P.U. refuses to recognize 
your hunger s trike  and beginning 
tom orrow you w i l l  be ted a r t i f ic 
ia lly . . . .”

"The question of the hunger 
strike and of a rtific ia l feeding 
has already become a second
ary question”, I  began coldly 
and deliberately. In  answer to 
the unheard-of decision of the 
G.P.U. and of the Soviet Gov
ernment, and the refnsal to 
allow  me t,o return home a l
though I  have already served 
the prison sentence which you 
yourseives imposed upon me in  
1930, to the ¡automatic addi
tion of a  new prison term  which 
trans forms me into your perpet
ual slave and captive. 1 w ill 
resort to the extreme measure 
left me— suicide. I f  necessary 
let my death be the price paid 
fo r inform ing the foreign pro
le ta ria t into w hat a position 
you put those foreign revolu
tionists who refuse to become 
your lackeys. I  w ill also in 
form Moscow p f my decision.’’
“ A  man who decides to com m it 

suicide does not g ive notice o f i t , ”  
objected eitizeness Andreyev.

“ Yes” , I  said sm iling  a t her, “ you 
would lik e  to see me dead, prov id 
ed you do not bear any responsibil
ity  fo r  it .  I  am engaged in  a po
li t ic a l struggle against you, and 
you bear fu l l  p o lit ic a l responsib il
ity  fo r everyth ing you have done 
and w i l l  do to me and my comrades. 
My offic ia l declaration is precisely 
intended to  place the responsib ility  
upon you in  the event o f my pro
test-suicide.”

“W e W ill Not Perm it. . .”
I f  the death could have been 

hushed up, the GPU would have not 
at a ll feared my demise, whether 
by suicide, f ir in g  squad, or as a re 
su lt of an “ un fortuna te  inc ident” 
But a fte r our declarations in  the 
Yerkhne-U ra lsk iso lator, and a lte r 
tlie  declaration of the E lder of the 
colleelive o f the im prisoned com

British Imperialism Faces Dilemma 
As Line- U p in Europe Changes

By M A U R IC E  SPECTOR
Galvanized by the B la cksh irt suc

cesses in  E th iop ia , B r it is h  m ora l in 
d ignation is runn ing  high. A t the 
Eeague Council, Anthony Eden v ir 
tuously denouncing the bombings 
and use o f poison gas, called fo r  the 
application o f fresh sanctions. B u t 
i f  we re fra in  iro in  bo iling  over in 
sympathy, i t  is because our memory 
has not fa iled  us. I t  is  ! a ir ly  mod
ern h is to ry  th a t B r it is h  bombers, 
and under a “ Labor”  Government, 
persuaded I ra k  v illagers  to pay 
th e ir back taxes more prom ptly. 
Less than a year ago, B r it is h  planes 
rained bombs on the restless natives 
of Ind ia 's  North-W estern F rontie r. 
. . .  Lu lled fo r  a tim e by the hab itua l 
m isca lculations of the m ilita ry  ex
perts who dw elt soothingly on im 
possible te rra in  and coming rains, 
the B r it is h  m oral sense received 
and gave fu l l  bay w ith  the Ita lia n  
caplure of Dessyo.

B ut when i t  met, the dearly be
loved League did  l i t t le  else ihan 
cluck its  tongue and reg ister its  own 
fa ilure . W lia t sanctions have been 
imposed doubtless created economic 
d ifficu lties lo r the Fascist regime, 
and depleted its  gold reserves. B ut 
they have not brought about its  col
lapse. On the contrary, Mussolini 
lias been able to tu rn  the sanctions 
policy of the Longue (read E ng lish ) 
to his own advantage. Th is he has 
done bv p ic tu rin g  I ta ly  as a poor 
“ p ro le ta rian ’ ’ state whose road to 
a place in the sun was being barred 
by the fa t im peria lis t powers. In- 
c id en la lly  sta tis tics of the value of 
Ita lia n  im ports and exports fo r  the 
firs t fo u r months a fte r sanctions 
“ went in to  effect”  reveal tha t the 
USSR o f S ta lin  actua lly  increased 
its  trade w ith  Ita ly . We should be 
Interested to have an ex jjlana tion  of 
th is phenomenon from  the D a ily  
W orker or the League Aga inst W ar 
and Fascism.

XjupirenO jauiqiso q s iju y
The B r it is h  Cabinet is in  a quan

dary. The gorged Em pire is caught 
between tlie  pincers o f more dyna
mic im peria lism s in  t lie  East and 
West. The Ita lia n  conquest of 
E th iop ia  would spell more than 
merely a d ip lom atic  defeat o f Eden. 
M ussolin i would bestride the Med
iterranean and challenge the B r it is h  
p ickings in  Egypt, Palestine in d  
the Near East generally. I t  is  th is

rea lization th a t sh ifts  B r it is h  a t
ten tion s w ift ly  from  the hanks of 
the Rhine to the headwaters of the 
Nile.

An Anglo-French alliance would 
b ring  the Ita lia n  upstart's  th rea t 
to the Em pire and its  communica
tions, to a ha lt. B u t the price tha t 
Baldw in-Eden would have to pay— 
sanctions and m ilita ry  action 
against Germany— is so h igh and 
the consequences so perilous, tha t 
B rit is h  po licy is m om entarily  in  a 
state of confusion. The ideal and 
tra d itio n a l B r it is h  course is to hold 
the scales o f the balance of power, 
to act as conc ilia to r. T h is  po licy 
is harder to apply when the Channel 
lias ceased to be the effective ba r
r ie r to an attack from  the continent. 
Th is is w li; it  B a ldw in  meant when 
lie ta lked o f the B r it is h  fro n tie r 
now being on the Rhine.

The Pro-German O rien ta tion
The Cabinet is prepared to give 

I lie French General Staff the req u ir
ed guarantees against a German in 
vasion of e ither Belgium  or France. 
But tlie  section o the Cabinet which 
is hostile to Eden’s pro-French 
orien ta tion, and sym pathetic to 
H ille r 's  o ffer of a tw en ty-five  year 
truce, points out tha t France is tied 
up w ith  pacts in  the East, (USSR, 
Poland, Czeclislovnkia). They ask 
why Great B r ita in  should be in- 
■ o lv e l in a w ar or the defence of 
France in the West, which would 
be precip ita ted by French com m it
ments to her A llies  in the East.

T lie  po litic ians  of th is  viewpoint 
reason tha t H it le r  is no longer as 
isolated as lie was a couple o f years 
ago, and tha t Germany must be 
afforded a saftey-valve fo r  expan
sion, which is not at the expense of 
the B r it is h  Em pire or of the status 
quo in  the West. The B r it is h  desire 
to reduce tlie  specific g ra v ity  o f 
French supremacy on the continent 
fa c ilita te d  German rearmament. 
T ha t altered the whole po litica l 
landscape and the im pending fo r t 
ifica tion  of the Rhineland fu rth e r 
enhances Nazi power.

The sm aller states now w ith in  the 
o rb it o f French pro tection w i l l  have 
to reconsider th e ir position when 
French forces w il l  l ik e ly  find them 
selves im m obilized by German re
arm am ent on the Rhine. Rumania 
and Yugoslavia have already given 
clear indications of d issatisfaction:

others may fo llow . . . The great pol
it ic a l r is k  o f g iv ing  Germany a U'ee 
hand in  the East is, however, tha t 
a challenge to B r it is h  interests 
would fo llow  at a la te r stage.

These pre-occupations o f B rit is h  
Im peria lism , the most vocal recent 
supporter o f the League, s tr ik in g ly  
m anifest the humbug of the sanc
tions policy ns a means of struggle 
against im peria lism . The useful
ness o f the sanctions argum ent so 
fa r  has been lim ited  to lin in g  up 
tlie  liberals, social-democrats and 
S ta lin is ts  to figh t ¡or the interests 
of B r it is h  or French im peria lism  
against German or Ita lia n  im peria l
ism, under the somewhat tarnished 
banner of the struggle to preserve 
democracy.

‘ Power Politics”
T lie  “ Nations”  and “ New Repub

lics”  are a ll engaged in ton ing  tha t 
“ i collective security goes, power 
po litics re turn . . . i f  in te rna tiona l 
law is to lie effective, agreements 
must be u n ifo rm ly  respected. ’ These 
libe ra l io rm ulas are among the 
great contemporary “ democratic’ ' 
iies. Power politics, the po litics  of 
im peria lism , of the struggle fo r 
markets, have never ceased to ru le 
since the peace of Versailles. Or 
are we to be treated to a fresh dose 
of W ilsonian diplomacy. When did 
Ib is “ collective secu rity" come in? 
T lie libe ra l twaddle about w a rring  
“ po litica l ideals’’ and “ in te rna tiona l 
law " only serves to obscure the 
basic causes of the im p eria lis t 
struggle.

The greatest o f a ll crimes is tha t 
com m itted by the leaders o f the 
Second and T h ird  In ternationa ls 
wlio have turned the ir organizations 
in to offic ia l supporters of tlie  aims 
and slogans of such “ dem ocratic’ ’ 
im peria lism  as the B r it is h  or 
French. B u t th e ir strugg le against 
Fascism and W ar was always 
shadow-boxing.

N e ither w ar nor fascism can be 
overthrow n w ith ou t a revo lu tionary 
struggle against the cap ita lis t-im 
pe ria lis t order tha t breeds them. 
The most pow erfu l force fo r tlie  
destruction of both H it le r  and 
M ussolini, and fo r the creation of 
the Soviet U n ited States of Europe, 
would be the French Revolution. 
That, and not the Popular F ro n t of 
class peace.

munists, our la te  could not be kept 
secret any longer. T h is  imposed 
upon the GPU the necessity of em
ploy ing more cautious tactics.

“ We w ill not pe rm it you to  com
m it suicide.”  said eitizeness A ndre
yev. “ We w i l l  assign tw o  GPU 
agents to your cell, and a l l your 
th ings w i l l  be im m edia te ly remov
ed.”

And she proceeded to issue the 
necessary orders. 1 was le ft  only 
w ith  a few  to ile t articles. B u t in 
them was secreted a new sharp 
blade, a lready smuggled out of the 
iso lator. . . .  I  was trium phant. 
I i t  came to “ th a t“ , I  would show 
them. . . . F o r th is  reason I  to ld 
eitizeness Andreyev iro n ica lly  tha t 
a man who finds i t  necessary to do 
away w ith  h im se lf would not be 
restrained e ither by soldiers o r any 
other obstacle.

The next m orn ing I  sent a tele
gram to the Moscow collegium  o f 
¡lie GPU and the C. E. 0. of the 
U. S. S. R. con ta in ing a declaration 
s im ila r to the one I  had made to 
Andreyev.

No attem pt was made to feed me 
a r t if ic ia lly ,  bu t instead I  was offi
c ia lly  to ld  the fo llo w in g :

An “O fficial’’ Decree
“ The P o litica l Bureau o f the 

C. P. of Jugoslavia has passed a 
reso lution approving the decision of 
the GPU to extend your term  o f 
imprisonment. T h is  decision o f the 
P o litica l Bureau of the Jugoslav 
Communist P arty  w i l l  be given to 

(hi in  w r it in g ,”
“ Th is is not my P o litica l Bureau,”  

I in te rrup ted  the orator. “ These are 
your mainelukes and th e ir  decisions 
are not b ind ing upon me. I  do 
not recognize th is  P o litica l Bureau, 
Í do not belong to any of your 
communist parties, nor have I any 
in tention  o f belonging to them. 
Therefore I do not recognize the ir 
d iscip line and refuse to subm it to 
it . ”

Four days la te r, Dupnis appeared 
and in  'ormed me th a t a  telegram  
had a rrived  from  Moscow sta ting  
tha t the add itiona l two year prison 
term  had been changed to three 
years exile  in  Irk u ts k .

“ Irk u ts k  is a large c ity  not like  
Chelyabinsk, and you w i l l  be able 
to arrange there the m atte r o f your 
departure more qu ick ly ,”  the head 
of the Chelyabinsk p o lit ic a l prison 
diplomatized.

A New Columbus Itin e ra ry
¡‘You iludan ro say th a t since 

Columbus’ route from  the M ed ite r
ranean to Ind ia  was via America, 
therefore my it in e ra ry  fro m  the 
U ra ls to Europe is v ia  Irk u ts k  and 
'Kam chatka,”  I  said to h im  in  a 
s im ila r tone. “ B u t no.”  I  said, “ 1 
want to go from  the U ra ls due Wes' 
to Europe. T ak in g  in to  considera
tion the w ith d ra w a l of an add ition 
al prison term , I w ith d ra w  the 
question of the protest-suicide. B u t 
I continue w ith  the hunger s trike  
fo r permission to depart home to 
Europe.”

This occurred on -tlie 14tli day of 
the hunger strike. I  s truck  fo r  
9 more-days. Again Dupnis arrived, 
and to ld me th a t a new telegram  
was received from  Moscow w ith  
ins tructions fo r  me to go there.
I demanded tha t I be given an offi
c ia l w r ifte n  notice to th is  effect, 
otherwise I  would continue the 
hunger strike. W ith in  h a lf an hour 
the w ritte n  statement I  had de
manded was delivered.

I  called tlie  hunger s trike  o ff: 
and in two weeks I  was over its  
effects. (D upn is rea lly  fed me 
quite well. He obviously thought 
tha t lie was thus fu l i l l in g  bis “ rev
o lu tionary  and in te rn a tio n a l”  d u ty ; 
and. besides, he was try in g  to 
“ bribe”  me so th a t I  would agree 
to depart fo r  exile)

S till,  I  was not taken to Moscow.
I became nervous again. F in a lly  
I learned the answer. The typ is t 
“ had made a m istake” . The com
m unication from  Moscow, i t  seems, 
read tha t I would be called, and not 
f lin t  1 am being called there. A  
couple of days la te r, I was to ld 
tha t 1 must leave fo r  Irk u ts k .

En Route to Irku tsk
I declared a hunger strike . A ’ ter 

these abominations, the question of 
the protes’ -suicide was again on the 
order of the day. B u t a ew days 
h iler, sho rtly  a fte r Í began tlie  
strike, again in lite  m idd e o ' the 
n ight, a group of GPU agents burst 
in to  in- cell and in form ed me o: 
tlie  decision to remove me to exile 
b ’- Orce. They packed my th n vs . 
loaded them in to  an auto, shoved 
me in, and drove to the Chelyabinsk 
ra ilw a y  station. Thus, towards the 
end o ’’ Ju ly , acompanied by a con
voy of fo u r GPU agents I  was taken 
to Irk u ts k .

W hat to do? A fte r  pondering a 
while, I  decided tha t the f irs t stage 
o!’ my strugg le fo r  depart re must 
be considered as closed. The ba ttle  
would have to be resumed in  exile, 
a fte r I  had gathered and u tilized 
a ll the possib ilities i t  offered. H av
ing  made th is  decision, I  called off 
tlie  hunger s trike  and began to take 
note o f everyth ing now around me. 
F o r the f irs t tim e a ‘ ter three years 
segregation from  society, from  life ,
I  was on a tra in , “ among human 
beings”

(T o  Be Continued)

M A R C H  O F  E V E N T S
• By JACK W E B E R .

Decline of the British Empire
O f a ll the g reat powers B r ita in  

is today the most vulnerable, the 
one th a t has most to fea r from  the 
inevitab le  changes th a t an unstable 
cap ita lism  w i l l  b ring  fo r th . The 
end of Great B r ita in ’s w o rld  dom
ina tion  was foreshadowed even be
fore the war, w ith  the rise o f those 
collossal in d u s tr ia l riva ls , t h e  
U n ited States and Germany. The 
W orld  W ar and the changes 
w rought since have emphasized the 
processes o f decay ro tt in g  the  foun
dations o f Em pire— and s im u lta 
neously th rea ten ing the very exis
tence of the c a p ita lis t system as a 
whole. Viewed from  any c rite rion  
o f im p e ria lis t power— the decline 
of its  cap ita l export, the loss o f 
naval supremacy, the th rea t o f the 
new weapons of w a rfa re  th a t s h ift  
England’s “ boundaries”  fro m  the 
Channel to the Rhine, the economic 
development of the colonies w ith  
the creation o f a colonial p ro le ta r
ia t  capable of leading the movement 
fo r  independence, the in te rn a l eco
nomic cris is  a t home— B rita n n ia  
feels the sceptre s lipp ing fro m  her 
grasp.

Threatened in  every d irec tion  
and on every fron t, B r it is h  im per
ia lism  is engaged in  u t iliz in g  every 
means to stave off the ev il day, to 
prolong its  ru le  and w ith  th is  ru le  
the entire  system of exp lo ita tion  a t 
home and colonial oppression 
abroad. Under these circumstances, 
i t  becomes the task and the duty 
of tlie  class conscious workers to 
u tilize  every means to strengthen 
th e ir  forces and th e ir organization, 
to un iie  the struggle of the B r it is h  
p ro le ta ria t and the oppressed masses 
in  t lie  colonies so as to prepare to 
wrest power from  th e ir b ru ta l im 
pe ria lis t masters. O therwise the 
fragm ents o f empire can on ly  fa l l  
in to  the greedy hands o f other im 
pe ria lis t powers, even more power
fu l than the present ru le rs  and the 
masses now under the B r it is h  wh ip 
w il l  suffer new lashes from  the new 
slave-drivers.

*  *  *

R A D E K  AND CO NSERVATIO N  
OF T H E  E M P IR E

Radek, p lay ing  the S ta lin is t 
game, proposes to advise the Eng
lish  bourgeoisie in  th e ir f ra n tic  ef
fo rts  a t self-preservation as a ru l
ing class. T h is  is the inevitab le  
outcome o f a po licy which places 
sole reliance on im p e ria lis t combi
nations to m a in ta in  the status quo. 
To the S ta lin is t bureaucracy th a t 
status quo includes the one concern 
tha t lies nearest to th e ir  heart’s 
desire, the maintenance of th e ir 
own uncontro lled power in  the 
Soviet Union. I f  the B r it is h  bour
geoisie feel keenly the th rea t to 
th e ir  power in  any m ajor d is tu r
bance o f the present w o rld  re la tion  
of forces, the S ta lin is ts  are no less

chilled to the m arrow  by the spec
te r of fu tu re  wars— and revolutions. 
Tremendous unleashed mass forces, 
even when aimed a t cap ita lis t over
throw , are no t to the lik in g  o f men 
whose sole c la im  to power rests on 
the s tif lin g  o f mass forces.

W r it in g  in  “ C urrent H is to ry ”  op 
“ B r ita in ’s W ay in  W orld  P o litics,”  
Riadek bids the “ w iser”  conserva
tives in  England to take the better 
o f tw o courses in  order to safeguard 
th e ir  system. A t  the present tim e 
the ru lin g  section of the bourgeoisie 
is p lay ing  the game of balance of 
power once more. In  order to p re
serve the empire in tac t, and yet 
a llow  fo r  the expansion o f a strang
lin g  Germany, the tories propose to 
tie  Germany’s hands in  the West 
and pe rm it H it le r  complete free
dom in  the East. B r ita in  proposes 
to survive a t the expense of the 
Soviet Union. T h is  is a time-hon
ored po licy of “ perfidious A lb ion,”  
— to make a deal w ith  a possible 
aggressor a t the expense o f other 
powers. How does Radek propose 
to  b ring  about a change of heart 
among the slave-drivers? B y ad
dressing h im self to those “ conser
vatives”  who are shrewder and 
hope to preserve the status quo by 
means o f “ collective security” 
through the League o f Nations. 
Radek warns th a t any breach of 
peace, despite any hope o f the Eng
lish  th a t they cun rem ain isolated 
and become the source of supplies 
fo r  a w a rr in g  Germany, can only 
resu lt in  a general world-w ide w ar 
which would threaten the entire 
s truc tu re  o f the Empire. F a r bet
te r lo r  them to rely, in  accordance 
w ith  the sentim ent of the B r it is h  
masses, on tha t preserver o f peace, 
the League. And please note, my 
English friends, says Radek, i f  w a r 
should nevertheless break out, you 
would through th is  po licy obtain 
the whole-hearted support of your 
masses.

“ But if  w ar becomes inevitable 
owing to the im perialist policy of 
Japan, Germany and Ita ly  (not 
France er G reat B rita in , ofr 
course!) then the B ritish  masses, 
as was shown by the trade union 
congress and the Labor P arty, 
w ill be a ll fo r the defensive meas
ures adapted by the League ( ! ! ) .  
P articu larly  since the entry of 
the Soviet Union into  the League, 
those masses see in  the League a 
guarantee that defense against 
German, Ita lia n  and Japanese ag
gression w ill not degenerate into  
a policy of im perialist deals at 
the expense of other peoples.”

In  o ther words, Radek promises 
to cover B r it is h  im peria lism  w ith  
the m antle of the Soviet Union i f  
B r ita in  w i 'l  tu rn  away from  Ger
many. W ith  the aid of S ta lin , the 
masses w i l l  be led in to  th in k in g  
th a t defense o f the empire is “ de
fense of pence in  general.”



France at the Crossroads
In l i eu of on Introduction to the Second Edition of

“I n Defense of terrorism“

E ditor’s N ote: Follow ing is  
an excerpt from  the th ird  section 
o f Leon Trotsky’s w ork, “ W hith
er FYance,” which is to he pub
lished in  book form  by Pioneer 
Publishers. Only the second sec
tion of “W hither France” has 
been published in  the English 
language, in  The New Interna
tional.

*  *  *

T h is  book is devo-ted to the elu
c ida tion  of the methods o f the rev
o lu tiona ry  policies o f the p ro le ta ria t 
in  our epoch. The presentation is 
polem ical in  nature, lik e  the rev
o lu tionary  po licy itse lf. Once the 
masses have been won. the polemic 
against the ru lin g  class turns, a t a 
certa in  stage, in to  revo lution.

R evolu tionary policy has its  the
oretical basis in a clear understand
ing o f the elass nature of modern 
societv, o f its  state, its  laws, and 
its  ideology. The bourgeoisie op
erates w ith  abstractions ( “ na tion ” , 
“ "a therland '’. “ democracy” ) in  o r
der to cove r  up thereby the exp lo it
in g  character of its  rule. Le 
Temps, one o f the most venal news
papers on the te rres tr ia l globe, 
gives da ily  instructions to the pop
u la r masses o f  F rance in  pa trio tism

the d irec to r o f the newspaper re
fused po in t-b lank to  in te rven e : 
an y th in g  you r heart desires, except 
th a t!  For, a  previous ind iscre tion 
in  connection w ith  th is  m ig h ty  o r
ganization, “ Depeche”  had already 
been deprived o f an advertisement, 
and suffered a loss o f 20,000 francs, 
in  contrast to the  pro le ta rians, the  
d irec to r Of the “ le ft”  newspaper 
lik e  the m ayor stood to lose some
th ing. They therefore refused to  
engage in  an unequal struggle, 
leaving the workers w ith  th e ir  d i
seased intestines and kidneys to 
th e ir fate.

A  ‘‘Dem ocratic Republic”
(luce every week or every fo r t 

night, the socia list m ayor d is turbs 
the dim  recollections of his youth 
by de live ring  a speech about the su
pe rio rities of socialism  over cap ita l
ism. D u ring  elections, “ Depeche” 
supports the m ayor and his party . 
E very th ing  is in  order. Comite des 
Forges m ainta ins an a ttitud e  of lib 
eral tolerance towards socialism of 
th is sort, which does not harm  in  
the least the m ate ria l in terests of 
capitalism . B y  means o f an adver- 
lisem ent o f 20,000 francs per year 
(so cheaply are these gentlemen 
p r ic e d !) , the  feuda lis ts  o f the

and a ltru ism . Meanwhile, i t  is a j ,„,|VV inc lnstrv and banks keep a 
secret to nobody tha t the a ltru ism  
o" le Temps i t  self is  ori the m arket

fra g e : he w ent around ca rry ing  na
tion a l sovereignty in  h is  pocket 
alongside o f h is handkerchief. B u t 
the moment th a t the detachments 
of de la  Rocque, M aurras and Co. 
showed th a t they dared to shoot 
and to  slash the tendons o f the po
lice  horses, sovereign D a lad ie r sur
rendered his post to  a p o lit ic a l in 
va lid  who was designated by the 
leaders o f the  armed detachments. 
T h is  fa c t is o f considerably greater 
im portance than a ll the e lectora l 
statistics, and i t  cannot be erased 
from  the pages of the most recent 
h is to ry  o f France, fo r  i t  forecasts 
the fu ture .

Assuredly, the course o the po
lit ic a l l i  e o f a country  cannot be 
altered by every group armed w ith  
revolvers, at any time. O nly those 
armed detachments which are the 
organs of specific classes can play 
a decisive role under certa in  condi
tions. Colonel do la Rocque and his 
henchmen sock to insure “ law  and 
order ’ against, convulsions. And in 
asmuch as law  and order in France 
sisrniiy the ru le  o f finance capita l 
over the m iddle and pe tty  bourgeoi
sie, and the ru le  of the bourgeoisie 
as a w lio le over the p ro le ta ria t and 
the social strata closed to it ,  the 
detachments o f de la  Rocque are

brake upon the development o f the 
productive forces, engendering an 
extrem e in s ta b ility  in  social and 
in te rna tiona l relations. P arliam ent
a ry  democracy is indisso lubly 
bound up w ith  the epoch o f free 
com petition and free in te rna tiona l 
trade. The bourgeoisie was able to 
to le rate the freedom o f strikes, o f 
assembly and oc the press only so 
long as the productive forces were 
m ounting upwards, so long as the 
sales m arkets were being extended, 
the w e lfa re  o f the popu lar masses, 
even i f  only p a rtia lly , was ris ing  
and the cap ita lis t nations were able 
to live  and le t live.
I t  is otherw ise now. I f  we ex
clude the Soviet Union, the im per
ia lis t epoli is characterized by the 
stagnation or decline of the na tion
al income, a chronic agrarian  c r i
sis and organic unemployment. 
These phenomena perta in  in te rna l-

at fixed in te rna tiona l rates.

huge carte l newspaper in  actua l (ll<' I,i<'k l'ts o f <inanco
subjection. And not the newspaper 
alone. Comite des Forges apparent- 

The firs t step o f revo lu tionary po- ly has arguments, both d irec t and 
lit ie s  is the exposure o f bourgeois ind irect, we ighty enough fo r  Messrs
fic 'ions  which poison the conscious
ness of the masses. These fictions 
acquire a p a rtic u la r ly  m alignant 
character when .amalgamated w ith  
t'>e ideas o" “ socialism ”  and “ rev
o lu tio n ” . Todav. more than ever 
before, the tone in  the workers’ o r
ganizations o f France is being set 
bv the m anufacturers op such am al
gams.

Between Editions
The firs t ed ition o f th is  hook 

played a certa in  ro le in  the fo rm a
tive  singe o f the French Communist 
P arty. A t th a t considerable evi
dence o f th is  came to  the au thor’s 
notice, and, inc iden ta lly , i t  is not 
d ifficu lt to find traces o f i t  in  
P H um an ité  up to the year 1024. 
D u ring  the twelve years th a t have 
since elapsed, a rad ica l reva luation 
o f values took place in  the Com
m unist In te rn a tion a l— a fte r a num
ber of feverish zigzags. Suffice to 
mention tha t th is  w o rk  is lis ted to 
day among the proscribed books. 
In  th e ir  ideas and . methods, the 
present leaders o f the French Com
m unist P arty  (we are compelled to 
re ta in  th is  name which is in  com
plete variance w ith  re a lity )  do not 
d iffe r in any p rinc ip le  from  K aut- 
skv, against whom our w ork  was 
o rig in a lly  directed. They are on ly 
in fin ite ly  more ignorant and cyn i
cal.

The relapse in to  reform ism  and 
pa trio tism  tha t Cachin and Co. are 
now liv in g  through m igh t itse lf 
have served ns a sufficient ju s t if i
cation fo r  a new ed ition o f th is  
lw>ok. However, more serious mo
tives ex is t: they are rooted in  the 
profound pre-revo lutionary crisis 
w h ich is convulsing the regim e o f 
the T h ird  Republic.

A Significant Incident
A ter a lapse o f 18 years, the au

tho r o f th is  book has had the occa
sion to spend two years in  France 
(11)83-1085') ; to be sure, on ly as an 
observer in  the provinces, who, 
moreover, found h im se lf under con
stan t police surveillance. D u ring  
th is  time, in the Isere Department, 
where the w r ite r  had to live, a m i
nor and qu ite  banal rou tine  epi 
sode occurred, which however, pro
vides the key to French po litics  as 
a whole.

Tn a hospital, owned by the Com
ite  des Forges, (steel trust— ed) a 
young worker, about to undergo a 
serious operation, took the lib e rty  
to read the revo lu tiona ry  press (or, 
to he more precis«“, the press which 
he innocently accepted as revolu
tionary, nam ely: i’H um anite). The 
hospital put an u ltim a tum  to the 
careless patient, and la te r, to fo u r 
others who shared his sym pathies: 
e ithe r th«>.v renounce receiving the 
undesirable publications o r they 
would be im m ediate ly th row n  out 
in to  the street. O f course i t  a v a il
ed the  patients no th ing  to  argue 
th a t c le rica l-reactionary propagan
da was being carried  on qu ite  open 
ly  in the hospita l. Inasm uch as on 
lv  o rd in a ry  workers were concern
ed, who had to r is k  ne ither man
dates as deputies no r m in is te ria l 
portfo lios, lm t on ly th e ir  health 
and lives, the u ltim a tum  had no ef- 
ect. F ive sick men, one o f whom 

was sche«lnle«l fo r  an operation, 
were ejected from  the hospita l. 
Grenoble a t th a t tim e  was a so
c ia lis t m un ic ipa lity , headed by 
D octo r M a rtin , one o f those con
servative bourgeois, who generally 
set the tone in  the Socia list P arty , 
and whose consummate representa
tive  is I.eon B lum .

The ejected workers tried  to find 
a de «>rider in  the Mayor. In  vain. 
Despite a ll entreaties, le tters, and 
Intercessions they fa iled  to obtain 
an in terview . They then turned to 
the In-al le ft  newspaper “ Depeche” , 
in  which Radicals and Socialists 
compose an in d iv is ib le  cartel. Upon 
learn ing th a t the m a ttç r involved 
the hospita l of Comite des Ffirges,

Mayors, Senators, Deputies, in c lu d 
ing f lic  Socialists. E n tire  offic ia l 
France is under the d ic ta to rsh ip  of 
finance cap ita l. In  the La Rousse 
d ic tion a ry  th is  system is called a 
‘•«lemoeratic repub lic ” .
I t  Kccmcd to  the Messrs, le f t  depu
ties and jo u rn a lis ts  not on ly in  the 
Isen*, but in  a l l the departments of 
France th a t th«>re would he no end

capital.
Two Agen-ies of F inance-Capita l

T h is  idea is not new. One can 
often run across i t  even in  the 
pages o f le Populaire and i’Human- 
ife , although, o f course, they were 
no, the o rig in a l form ula-tors o f it .  
These publications, however, speak 
only h a lf o f the tru th . The second 
and equa lly im p o rtan t h a lf  con
sists in  the a«-t tha t I-Ie rrio t am i 
Da lad ier w ith  th e ir  fo llow ers are 
als-i an agency o f finance card ia l; 
oflu'i-wise the Radicals could not

ins truc tion  to hand over power t o , 
Doumergue. A nd i f  the R adica l 
P rem ier cap itu la ted— w ith  the pu
s illa n im ity  tha t is generally char- 
Roeque. In  o ther w o rd s : sovereign 
D a lad ie r surrendered power to Dou
mergue fo r the sell-same reason 
aeteris tic  o f the Radicals— i t  was 
precisely because he recognized his 
own master in  the gangs of de la  
th a t the d irec tor o f “ Depeche”  and 
the M ayor o f Grenoble refused to 
expose the abominable c rue lty  o f 
the agents o f Comite des Forges.

An Unsolved Question
The trans ition  fro m  democracy 

to Fascism carries w ith  it ,  how
ever, the danger o f social upheav
als. Thence arise the tac tica l v a c il
la tions and differences among the 
sum m its o f the bourgeoisie. A ll the 
magnates o f cap ita l are in  fa v o r o f 
fa r th e r strengthening the armed 
detachments, w h ich can serve as 
safety reserv<\s in the hour of dan
ger. B u t w ha t place should be a l
lotted to these detachments even 
today? Should they be perm itted 
im m ediate ly to assume the offensive 
or should they s t i l l  lie held in  re
serve ns n threat?— These questions 
i-omnin unsolved as yet.

F inance cap ita l no longer be
lieves in  the a b ility  of the Radicals 
to lead the petty bourgeois masses
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General Strike Marks 
New Left Trend in Spain

Azana Directs Shafts at "Communism" in Reply to  
Provocation from Fascists But Workers Action 

Makes Them Run for Cover

ly to the present phase of cap ita l 
ism ju s t as gout and arterio-sceler- i behind them, and by means o f the 
osis’ perta in  to certain ages of man. pressure «“xercised by these masses 
To exp la in  the w orld  economic J l”  res tra in  the p ro le ta ria t w ith in  
chaos by the consequences of the . Hie rnm ework o f “ dem ocratic”  dis-
lnst w a r is to lay  bare a hopeless 
superfic ia lity  in the s p ir it  of C a ill- 
aux, Count. Sforza and the like . 
The w ar its e lf was nothing else 
than an attem pt on the p a rt of cap- 
i ’ a lis t countries to unload the a l
ready im pending crash upon the 
backs o f the enemy. The attem pt

cipline. R u t finance cap ita l is lik e - j 
wise uncerta in of the a b ility  o f the 
Fascist organizations, which s t i l l  
lack a real mass base, to seize pow
er and establish firm  order.

A n Unstable S itua tion  
The behind-the-scenes leaders 

have been in s tille d  w ith  the need

to Iho ir peaceful cohabitation w ith  i bave b«'«‘i i  t lio  ru lin g  pa rty  in

failed. The w ar only deepened the i po r m illio n  not bv pa rliam en ta ry  
m anifestations o f collapse, which in  i-hrtorie. but by the rage o f the 
its  subsiapiont «level«.pmeut p ro - . «-«irkers, by the attem pt o f the Gen- 
pares a new w a r. i e ra l S trike, which, to be sure, was
Social D is in teg ra tion  in  France 1 s tifled  a t its  very inception by the

Bad as French economic ’s ta rts -! I’' l r l 'aucra<-V a t Jonhaux> and- ,a te r
bv the local upris ings (Toulon.

cap ita lis t reaction. T li e.v were m is
taken. Bong corroded liy dry-ro t, 
democracy suddenly fe lt the barre l 
o a gun at its  temple. Just as the

Fran««“ fo r  a period o f deca«les.
f  ’ we are no t to p lay the game 

i f  hide and se«‘k. we m ust say th a t 
de la Rocque and D a lad ie r both

stub's, la y ing  bare the va in  and il- js « ‘vve one and the same master, 
ni'-.t! r ia l fa c t— brought about a real j T h is  «lues not mean to say tha t 
: < -armament o f H it le r— a coarse j e ith e r they themselves o r the ir 
upheaval in  the re la tions be tw een; methods are identica l. Quite the 
1 usury nature of the so-called “ in - \ < o’ ltrar.v. They fierce ly w a r against 
! em otiona l la w ” , ju s t so d id  the-1 each other, lik e  two specialized
arm ing o f the gangs o f Colonel de 
la Rocque resu lt in  convulsing the 
in fe rna l re la tions o f France, com
pe lling  a ll parties w ith o u t excep
tion to reform  th e ir ranks, assume 
a r t if fe m it  coloration, and effect re 
groupments.

F ried rich  Engels once w rote tha t 
the state, inc lud ing the «lemonratio 
'•('public, consists of detachmeuts 
o armed men in  defense of proper
ty : everyth ing else serves on ly ’ to 
em bellish o r camouflage th is  fact. 
E loquent champions o f “ Raw”  like  
H e rr io t or B lum  always became in 
censed a t such cynicism. B u t both 
H itle r, and de la Rocque, each in  
his own domain, have once again 
demonstrated tha t Engels was cor
rect.

More V ita l than Statistics
E a rly  in  1934, D a lad ie r was the 

M in is ter-in -C h ie f by w i l l  o f un ive r
sal, equal, d ire t alad secret suf-

agt'ucies each o f whom has its  own 
special secret o f salvation. Dalad- 
i«>r promises to m a in ta in  order 
through the exercise o f the se lf
same tr ic o lo r democracy. De la 
Rocque holds th a t outlived parlia - 
pyn ta ria n ism  m ust be swept away 
and replaced by an open m ilita ry -  
p i1 ice d icta torsh ip . The p o litica l 
methods are antagonistic b u t the 
social aims they serve are id e n ti
cal.

The Decline of Capitalism
The h is to rica l basis o f the antag

onism between de la  Rocipie and 
D alad ie r— we use these names 
m erely fo r  the sake o f s im p lic ity  in  
our presentation— is the decline o f 
op the ca p ita lis t system, its  in cu r
able crisis, its  decay. Despite the 
constant trium phs of technology 
and the explosive successes achiev
ed by in d iv id u a l branches o f indus-

tics are, though tlu'.v de liberate ly 
evade the problems o f class contra- 
.i iicns, even these s ta tis tics  are 

unable to cover up the m anifesta
tions o f a direct, social d is in tegra
tion. Am id the gonernl de<-liiie of 

I tli«“ na tiona l income, amid the tru ly  
h o rr ify in g  a ll in the income o f the 
peasants, am id the ru in  o f the l i t t le  
men in  the c ities and the grow th  
of unemployment, the g igantic  en
terprises w ith  a turn-over above 
l(M)-2dO m illions  a year are doing 
a b r i l l ia n t  business. Finance cap i
ta! is sucking the lifeb lood fro m  
ill«' veins o f the French people, in  
the f u l l  sense o f the term. Such is 
tlie  social basis fo r  the ideology and 
po litics of “ na tiona l u n ity ” .

M itiga tions  and flickers o f better 
times are possible in  the process o f 
decline: they are even inevitable. 
They rem ain, however, purely eon- 
ju n c tu ra l in  character. The gener
a l tendency of our epoch im perious
ly  drives France, in  the wake o f a 
number o f otli«>r countries, to the 
a lte rn a tive : e ithe r th e “ p ro le ta ria t 
must overthrow  the u tte r ly  decayed 
bourgeois order, or capitalism , in 
the interests of self-preservation, 
must, replace democracy w ith  Fas
cism. How long can Fascism last?  
The answer to th is  question w i l l  be 
provided by the fa te  o f M ussolin i 
and H it le r .

The Fascists fired th e ir  guns on 
February (5, 1934 upon the d ire c t 
orders o f the Bourse, the banks and 
the trusts. From  the self-same ru l-

try , capita lism  as a whole is  a i ing  summits, D a lad ie r received the

Red Scare 
Is Raised 
in Tampa
(Continued from  Page I)

s trnc tion  days w h ich makes i t  a 
M on y  to inc ite  an insurrection. On 
¡he basis o f th is  statute, he intends 
to establish tha t the advocacy o f 
communism is a felony.

He w ill then t ry  to prove th a t 
the M oih'rn Dem ocrats were Com
m unists and tha t the police there
fore had a r ig h t  to nrr«'st them. 
W ith  tlu* arrests jus tified  and w ith  
P m ilii'it  pain««“,! as a red seeking 
fo des rov tli«“ home, the church 
end w h ite  supremacy, W h itake r can 
r - lv  on the norm al prejudices o f 
the ju ry  to take care o f the k idnap
ing indictm ent.

W h itake r used th is  approach 
w ith  Charles E. Jensen, State See- 
r«>tarv o f the Socia list P a rty  Of 
F lo rida  and f irs t w itness fo r  the 
prosecution. Jensen, one o f the s ix  
arrested in  the ra id , to ld  a damag
in g  story w h ich  could not be a lte r
ed in  the s lightest de ta il by W h it
aker's tr ic k y  cross-examination.

The defense attorney then began 
a s Ties of questions about the m im - 
eagnph machine Jensen had used 
o run o ff copies o f  the program  o f 

the Modern Democrats. I t  devel

oped tha t Jensen had loaned the 
machine to your correspondent, the 
present w rite r, who is covering the 
tr ia l fo r  The Nation, the M ilwaukee 
Leader and a group o f labo r pa- 
ru'vs. From  then on, Sidney H ertz- 
berg beame the defendant.

W hitaker’s Mysterious Evidence
W hitake r cla im ed to have mys

terious evidence tha t th is  w r ite r  
was in  re a lity  the correspondent 
for the D a ily  W orker, th a t he was 
a C om m unist; th a t he m ig h t he 
«“ran k in g  ou t secret in s tru c tion s  on. 
the m imeograph machine fo r  an 
armed upris ing. Jensen, he was 
sure, must be a Communist because 
he had loant'd his m imeograph to 
such a person.

Despite the fac t tha t Judge Rob
ert T. Dewell sustained the state’s 
constant objections, W h itake r again 
and again came back to the mimeo
graph machine and w hat your cor- 
'•(“spoudent was doing w ith  it .

“ I f  M r. H«'rtzberg is on t r ia l  
lu re , le t’s a rra ign  him , plead h im  
not g u ilty  and try  h im  now,’ State 
A tto rney J. Rex F a rr io r  suggested.

F in a lly . Jensen was given a 
chance to  deny categorica lly  th a t 
th is  w r ite r  was a correspondent fo r  
the D a ily  W orker and W h itake r 
stopped his p lay-acting. H is  in s in 
uations, however, probably had 
th e ir effect on the ju ry .

W h itake r added race pre judice 
to red -ba iting  w h ile  questioning 
Jensen about the setup o f the  Mod
ern Democrats.

“ W asn’t  provision made fo r the 
nffi’ ia ’ ion o f the New Y ork  c iv il 
libe rties  league w ith  the Modern 
Democrats ”  W h itake r demanded.

“ I f  you mean the Am erican C iv il 
L ibe rties  Union, I  don’t  see how i t  
could have affilia ted  because i t  is  
a non-partisan, non-po litica l organ
iza tion  devoted to the defense of 
c iv il liberties ,”  Jensen in form ed 
him .

“ Isn ’ t  th is  the same group th a t 
offered a rew ard o f $1,000 fo r con
v ic tions in  these cases?”  W h itake r 
asked.

“ I  believe so,”  said Jensen.

Tricks p f the Defense
“ And,”  said ,W h itaker, h is voice 

ris ing , “ isn ’t  th is  the same group 
th a t sent lawyers to  the Scotts- 
boro. . .”

F a rr io r  and County S o lic ito r M an
uel Clover, h is f irs t assistant, leaped 
out of th e ir  chairs shouting objec
tions. W hitakers self-satisfied smile 
remained even a fte r the judge sus
tained the objections—he had got
ten th a t w ord in.

“ Then you don 't know,”  W h itake r 
continued, “ whether the c iv i l lib e r
ties league is a p o lit ic a l o r commun
is tic  organization?”

Aga in the cou rt sustained the 
state’s objections bu t W h itake r was 
ge tting  h is licks  in .

F a rr io r  tr ie d  three tmes to in tro 
duce the program o f the Modern 
Democrats as a state exh ib it, hu t 
was stopped each tim e by technical 
objections from  W h itake r. The 
program consists o f ten m unicipa l 
reform s the most rad ica l o f which 
provides fo r  “ a p lanning board from  
the unemployed to  plan and manage 
a system whereby production fo r  
use instead of fo r  p ro fit  m ay be

B ri's t. . .). A  s lig h t curb was plac- 
< d on the Fascists, and the R ad i
cals breathed ju s t a h it easier. Le 
Temps, w h ich had already rushed 
to offer its  hand and heart, i l l  a 
number o f articlt'S. to the “ young 
generation”  discovered anew the su
perio r m erits o~ a libe ra l regime, 
sis the one most in harm ony w ith  
French genius. Thus, the unstable, 
trans itiona l, bastard regime was 
established, w h ich harmonizes not 
w ith  the genius o f France but w ith  
th«“ decline o f the Thir«l Republic.

W hat stands out most sharp ly  in  
th is  regime arc its  B onapartis t 
tra its :  the independence o f power 
rom parties and programs, the l i 

qu idation o f the pa rliam en ta ry  leg
is la tion  by means o f emergency 
powers, the ris in g  o f the Govern
ment in  the guise of an “ a rb ite r”  
above the s trugg ling  camps, i.e. 
fa c tu a lly  above the nation. The 
M in is tries  o f Doumergue, F landin, 
Rural, a ll three w ith  the invariab le  
p a rtic ip a tion  o f the compromised 
and ab ject Radicals, represented 
m inor va ria tions  o f one and the 
same theme.

Leon Blum's Wisdom.
Upon the inaugura tion  o f the 

S arrau t m in is try , Leon Blum, 
whose persp icacity possesses tw o 
dimensions instead o f three, pro
claimed th a t:  “ The fina l effects of 
February 6 th  have been destroyed 
on the pa rliam en ta ry  plane”  (L e  
Populaire , Feb. 2, 1936). T h is  is 
commonly known as cleaning the 
shadow o f a carriage w ith  the  shad
ow o f a brush. As i f  i t  is  possible, 
in  general, to abolish “ on the pa r
liam en ta ry  plane”  the pressure o f 
the armed detachments o f finance 
c a p ita l! As i f  S a rrau t can escape 
fee ling th is  pressure and no t quake 
before i t !  In  po in t o f fact, the Sar- 
rau t-F la n d in  Government repre
sents another v a ria tio n  o f the self
same sem i-parliam entary “ Bona
pa rtism ” , only somewhat inc lined 
to the “ le f t ’’. Sarraut, h im self, in  
rep ly ing  to the charge o f h is having 
resorted to a rb itra ry  measures, 
gave the Chamber the best answer 
possible. Said S a rra u t: “ I f  my 
measures are a rb itra ry , i t  is  be
cause I  aim  to be an arb ite r. “ T h is  
aphorism would not have sounded 
badly even on the lips  o f Napoleon 
I I I .  S a rra u t feels h im se lf to  be not 
the p len ipo ten tia ry  o f a certa in 
p a rty  o r a bloc o f parties in  power, 
as is proper in  accordance w ith  the 
rules o f parliam enta rian ism , bu t an 
a rb ite r over classes and parties, as 
is in accordance w ith  the laws of 
Bonapartism .

ors, W h itake r w i l l  have another 
obstacle to overcome in  proving th a t 
the Modern Democrats were Coin 
munists.

H o t in  pu rsu it o f the reds, W h i
ta ke r questioned Jensen closely 
about the finances o f the local Com
m ittee  fo r  the  Defense o f C iv il L ib 
eries in  Tampa o f w h ich Jensen is 
treasurer. A  subpoena was issued 
fo r  the books o f the committee, b u t 
Jensen w il l  probably refuse to tu rn  
them over to W h itake r because i t
w i l l  mean tha t those who gave 

made possible.”  Should the p lat- I money to figh t K la n  te rrorism  w il l 
fo rm  be made availab le  to the ju r-1  become m arked v ic tim s of it .

By A LFREDO  ROJAS
The e x tra o rd in a rily  successful 

24-hoUr general s trike  in  M ad rid  on 
F rida y , A p r i l 17, called in  pro test 
against Fascist m urders and a t
tacks on workers, is  the m ost s ig n i
fican t event since the  February 16 
election. I t  has th row n  back the 
ris in g  tide  o f r ig h t is t  moves. I ts  
fu l l  significance can on ly be under
stood when one realizes th a t i t  
came, suddenly, a fte r a period o f 
p ro le ta rian  re trea t and g row ing  as
sertiveness by the righ tis ts .

P rem ier Azana’s speeches in  the 
Cortes have been a sensitive baro
meter o f the move to the r ig h t. S ix 
weeks a fte r the masses had pushed 
him  in to  power, Azana gave a 
speech which was hailed by the 
Catholics and M onarchists (rep o rt
ed in  the NEW  M IL IT A N T , A p r il 
11). T lie  Communist P a rty  hailed 
liis  speech, and even the “ le ft”  So
c ia lis t, Largo Caballero, contented 
h im self w ith  being cautiously non
com m itta l. Azana became more 
bold, and called off the m un ic ipa l 
elections scheduled fo r A p r i l 12. 
The p ro le ta rian  parlies subm itted. 
On A p r i l 15, w ith  many economic 
s tr ik i s going on in  a ll pa rts  of 
Spain, the r ig h t is t  deputies called 
upon the government to p u t an end 
to “ (lie  state o f anarchy.”  “ The 
troublem akers and fomenters w i l l  
be «“x te rin ina ted ,”  answered cab i
net m in is te r Salvador, on beha lf of 
the government.

Robles Threat of C iv il W ar
T lie  fa rthes t r ig h t was achieved 

the same day by A z in a  him self. 
Undi r tlie  guise o: in te rp e lla tin g  the 
governm ent as to w ha t measures 
were being taken to stop disorder, 
O il Robles, Catholic ch ie f o f the 
r ig h tis t forces, delivered a threat 
of c iv il war. ’T lie  c iv i l war, i f  i t  
breaks out, w ill be caused by tin* 
government's negligence. We de
clare now. th a t i t  is preferable to 
die f ig h tin g  in  the streets than to 
w a it in  our homes to be assassinated 
by our. enemies.'' Spain, declared 
G il Robles— who was only thw arted  
from  crea ting  a Fascist regim e by 
tli«“ revo lt o f A stu rias  in  October, 
1934— is div ided in to  two camps and 
the hostile  actions against the r ig h t
ists are in to le rab le  and w ill in e v it
ab ly end in  c iv i l w ar.

W hat was Azana’s answer to  th is  
threat? D id  the “ Man o f the  Re- 
■•ulilic" p illo ry  the rig h tis ts  fo r  re
fus ing to abide by the democratic- 
results of the February ‘ elections ? 
Not a t a l l !  Azana's “ answer”  was 
a rab id  a ttack  on revo lu tiona ry  
Marxism.

Azana Attacks Communism
"Com m unism ” , shouted Azana. 

“ would s ig n ify  the death o f S pa in !”  
He sharp ly  denied th a t h is govern
ment was pe rm ittin g  the gradual 
im p lan ting  o f revo lu tiona ry  M a rx 
ism. The government w i l l  w o rk  in 
cessantly to m a in ta in  order, “ rev is
ing, i f  necessary, the whole system 
o defense, in  order to  p u t an end to 
the re ign o f v io le n t . ”

The socia lists and communists re
mained s ilen t when Azana finished, 
bu t the le ft  republicans, the center 
and the r ig h t, cheered h im  no is ily .

Deputy Ventosa, spokesman o f the 
r ig h tis t Catalan League, declared 
th a t Azana “ is the on ly m an cap
able o f o ffe ring  the country security 
and defense of a ll legal r ig h ts .”

Yet, on the vote o f confidence the 
next- day, the socialists and com
m unists voted fo r  Azana! So, too, 
d id  many righ tis ts .

Th is was the atmosphere on the 
very eve of the general s trike . So 
emboldened were the righ tis ts , in  
fact, th a t w h ile  the pro le ta rian  
deputies were vo ting  fo r  Azana, 
young Fascists in  M ad rid  were jo in 
ed by officers of the C iv il Guard in 
a revo lver a ttack on workers who 
shouted replies against the “ V ive el 

.faseisino”  o f a funera l cortege o f an 
annv officer. B u t th is  provocation 
—  the workers fought back and 
k ille d  fo u r fascists— proved to be 
the tu rn in g  point.

The General Strike
The next day came the general 

strike. Despite the fac t tha t i t  was 
called by the anarch ist-contro lled 
Confederation o f Labor w ithou t any 
attem pt to  secure un ited action from  
tlie  Socialist-controlled U. G. T., the 
s tr ike  met w ith  pow erfu l response. 
E a rly  in  the day the “ whole com
m ercia l life  o f the cap ita l was com
plete ly paralyzed” , according -to the 
Associated Press. Though the w o rk
ers o f M ad rid  are la rge ly  in  the 
Socia list unions, and though they 
have always ignored the usually i l l-  
prepared and irresponsib le s trike  
cal is o f t lie  anarchists, p ro le ta rian  
M adrid  came out on the streets.

The splendid response of the 
masses demonstrated the bankruptcy 
o f the po licy o f the Socialists and 
Communists, who had not even a t
tacked Azana, le t alone considered 
a protest s trike . Late in  the day, 
they came out in  support o f the 
s trike  and secured an agreement 
w ith  the anarch ists to l im it  i-t to 
tw en ty fo u r hours. (The anarchists, 
as usual, set no tim e -lim it to the 
p ro test.)

Azana Compelled to Aet
Before the s tr ike  was over, Azana 

•had promised to take steps against

the fasc is t provocations. The C iv il 
Guards w ho had pa rtic ip a ted  in  th e  
f ir in g  on the w orkers were arrested, 
h igh  officers in  the  Guard were re
moved from  th e ir  posts, and mass- 
arrests o f Fascists took place in  
m any cities, and in  one o r tw o  th e  
offic ia ls o f the C atho lic  and Mon
arch is t parties were also arrested 
and ja ile d . The Cortes remained in  
session th roughout the n ig h t o f the 
general s trike , passing a la w  proh ib
it in g  a lf arm y officers, in c lud in g  
re tired, from  p a rtic ip a tin g  in  po
lit ic s .

The recent experiences in  France- 
demonstrate, however, the w o rth 
lessness of governmental measures 
against Fascism. No bourgeois go
vernment w i l l  seriously a ttem pt to 
destroy the Fascist legions on which 
i t  may have to depend tom orrow. 
Only the w orkers ’ own defense 
forces can smash the Fastest corps.

F a r more im portan t than the go
vernm ent’s assurances is title in 
sp ira tion  th a t the general s tr ike  has 
given to the p ro le ta ria t.

Over a hundred thousand workers 
were out on s tr ike  a few  «lays after, 
according to such a hostile  source 
as t lie  Associated Press. The same 
source reports s trike  v ictories in 
Ilu e lva , invo lv ing  40,000 m iners and 
ia A 'm eria , where a genera! s tr ike  
forced the discharge of the govern
ment’s labor officer. The govern
ment h a s tily  sent ten m illio n  pes
etas to A sturias  fo r  unemployment 
relief,- Th«“ a rr iv a l in  G ib ra lte r o f 
many big  landowners indicated new 
seizures o f land b.v the peasantry.

L e ftw a rd  Development in  S. P.

Even more s ig n ifica n t than the 
peasant and workers’ struggles, 
w h ich «-an have no successful issue 
unless led by a revo lu tiona ry  party , 
is the la test news of le ftw a rd  devel
opments in  the Socia lis t P arty , 
which, is by fa r  the largest p a rty  o f 
the masses. T lie  M adrid  organiza
tion, strongest u n it o f the ■ pa rty , 
has voted to seek rev is ion o f the 
p a rty  program  a t the June congress. 
M adrid 's Socialists w i l l  present a 
program  w h ich  adopts as its  per
spective the im m ediate strugg le fo r  
p ro le ta rian  d icta torsh ip . Declaring 
tha t Spain’s pr«‘sent c ris is  is not 
cyclica l but permanent, the program  
declares th a t “ the on ly defin ite solu
tion  o f the na tiona l problem  is rev
o lu tiona ry  socialism ,”  and th a t “ in  
the period o f the tra n s itio n  from  
ca p ita lis t society .to the  socia list re
gime, -the fo rm  o f government sha ll 
be a d ic ta to rsh ip  o f  the p ro le ta r ia t 
w ith  the a im  o f assuring the chan
ges in  social, economic and po litica l 
organ ization and to prevent any a t
tempts a t cap ita lis t restora tion , as- 
w e ll as to «»nsummate the destruc
tion  o f the whole present social 
order.”

I t  appears lik e ly  th a t th is  pro
gram  w i l l  be adopted in  June. The 
r ig h t and moderate w ings, led by 
Beste iro and Indalecio  P rie to , bo th  
closely identified w ith  Azana, are 
fas t losing ground.

I f  Caballero, head o f the M ad rid  
organ ization and ch ie f o f the U. G-
T. were to take th is  program  seri
ously, -the f irs t step w ou ld  be re
pud ia tion  o f the “ P opu lar F ro n t”  
aflliance w ith  Azf^kia. Dispatches- 
ea rly  th is  week indteated th a t the
U. G. T . would make the break by 
in s is ting  on vo ting  fo r  Socia list 
candidates in  the presidentia l elec
tion  on A p r il 26, instead o f voting, 
fo r  a bourgeois-republican as Azana 
insists. Accord ing to  the A. P., 
however, Caballero has agreed to 
support Don A lva ro  A lbornoz, bour- 
geis-reptiblican candidate. I f  th is  is 
true, the Socialists w i l l  have no- 
opportun ity  o f estim ating  th e ir 
s trength among the masses by the 
outcome o f Sunday’s election.

Announce New  
Lecture Series
“ T ro tsky ism  or S ta lin ism ?"— 

th is  is the general theme o f a spe
c ia l lecture organized by the New 
Y ork  D is tr ic t o f the W orkers 
P arty , to  be held on Sunday. M ay 
17. The speaker, M ax Shachtman, 
who is well-know n to New Y ork  
labor audiences, w i l l  deal in  h is  
lecture p r in c ip a lly  w ith  the strug- 
g'e between the two tendencies, one 
'ed by T ro ts k y  and the other by 
S ta lin , in  the period between the 
rise o f the L e ft Opposition and its  
expulsion from  the Communist In 
te rna tion a l a t the end of 1927, T h is  
w i l l  cover the strugg le fo r  p a rty  
democracy, the dispute around th e  
B r it is h  general s tr ike  and the C hi
nese Revolution, in du s tria liza tio n  
and collectiv ization in  the Soviet 
Union, etc., etc., together w ith  the 
famous “ T h ird  Period”  and the 
course towards na tiona lis t degen
era tion which fo llow ed it.

The lecture w i l l  he he ld in  the  
Irv in g  Plaza ha ll, 15th S tree t and 
I rv in g  Place. Admission w i l l  be 
fo llowed b.v questions and dismis
sion from  the floor. F u rth e r de
ta ils  about i t  w i l l  be contained in  
co-ning issues o f the N E W  M IL I 
TA N T.

By LEON TROTSKY


