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Millions Died 
For The Fraud 
Of ‘Democracy’

The slogan: "F ig h t  to save dem ocracy" is being raised by 
every war-m onger. LE S T  W E  FORGET, the last war was ALSO  
fough t to save democracy. I t  b rought fascism to  Ita ly , Nazism  
to Germany, and d ic ta torsh ips a ll over Europe. And here is w hat 
i t  cost:

IN  H U M A N  L IV E S :

A t the f ro n t :  O f the 65,000,000 enrolled in the m ilita ry  
forces, the re  were:

Known dead ------------------------------
“ M iss ing ’' ------------------------------------

A  R O O S E V E L T IA N  SHIP OF STATE

Seriously wounded • 
O therw ise wounded

T o ta l casualties at the fro n t

10,000,000 
. 4,000,000 
- 6,500,000 

14,000,000

34,500,000
These figures were a rrived  a t by a libe ra l h is to rian  who 

was h im se lf d ra fted  in to  the last W orld  1\^ar.

ONE OUT OF FIVE DIED
“ One out o f every five men called or dragged to the dolors 

was shot to  death, blown to  b its  by h igh explosives, stabbed 
fa ta lly  w ith  bayonet or trench kn ife , suffocated w ith  poison gas, 
o r fe ll v ic tim  to  gangrene or epidemic disease.

“ One out o f every ten staggered home seriously  in ju red , 
a la rge num ber maimed fo r  l i fe — blind , deaf, w ith  face shot 
away, shattered by - shell shock, o ften  s ta rk ly  insane, o r w ith  
legs o r arm s— o r both— gone.

“ O f the more fo rtun a te , an approxim ate  average o f one in 
five suffe red in ju r ie s  serious enough to requ ire  hospita l a tten tion .”  
(George W illison , “ W hy W ars are Declared,”  p. 25.)

Ati the re a r: W hile  th is  carnage was going on a t the fron t,' 
an even greater s laughter was go ing on behind the lines. Our 
lib e ra l ex-so ld ier continues:

28,000,000 CIVILIANS PERISHED
“ To the 14,000,000 sold ier dead now add 28,000,000— fo r by 

the la te s t estim ate, a t least th a t number o f c iv ilia ns  perished 
before th e ir  tim e as a d irec t resu lt o f the w ar. Women and 

‘Children, the aged and in firm , fo r  the m ost pa rt— ‘m illions  upon 
--millions o f  innocent non-combatants, o f a ll ages, o f a ll races, 
o f both sexes, in  a lm ost a l l countries o f the world .

“ Cut down by pestilence or fam ine, cold or exposure, fire  
o r poison gas, shot or shell or bombs fro m  the a ir, as they 
fled  in panic here and there, abandoning th e ir  homes and a ll 
they held dear, to  escape being tram pled on or crushed to  death 
between the contending arm ies. ' How many c iv ilians  IN  A D 
D IT IO N  suffered shocks and in ju rie s  d isab ling  them fo r  li fe  as 
a d irec t consequence o f the w ar w ill never be known and qan- 
no t even be estim ated.”

The W orld  W ar cost in  round figures $40,000,0000,000. The 
U nited S la tes ’ con tribu tion  to  the cost o f the W orld  W ar, even 
according to  so reactionary  an a u th o rity  as President N icholas 
M u rra y  B u tle r, o f  Colum bia U n ive rs ity , M IG H T  H A V E  given 
“ each and every fa m ily  in  the  U n ited  States a $5,000 house—  
on a five-acre $500 p lo t o f ground— w ith  $1,000 in addition to 
fu rn ish  i t  com fortab ly  and a ttra c tiv e ly .”

THE WORKERS GAINED NOTHING
Concerning wages o f w orkers d u rin g  the W orld  W ar, P ro

fessor Paul H . Douglas says: “ A ll the  evidences seem to in-, 
dicate th a t a t the  te rm in a tio n  o f the  g re a t w ar the re tu rn  in 
com m odities which the A m erican workm an received fo r an equal 
leng th  o f tim e  worked (one hour) was from  16 to  20 per cent 
less than i t  was in the decade 1890-1899, ¡and from  seven to  17 
per cent less than i t  was before the  sharp upward movement 
o f prices in  1916. The purchasing power o f the established 
week’s w ork, moreover, was from  20 to  30 per cent less than  
in  the ’n ine ties and fro m  10 to  20 per cent less than in  1915.

“ Am erican labor as a whole, the re fore , cannot le g itim a te ly  
be charged w ith  having profiteered d u rin g  the w ar. Rather, like  
A lice  in W onderland, i t  was compelled to  rush fas te r in  order 
to  stay in  the same place.”  A nd Professor Douglas is considered 
A m erica ’s outstanding .au thority  on the h is to ry  o f wages!

THE CAPITALISTS ALONE PROFITED 
BY WAR

O f A rm ou r, S w ift, M o rris , W ilson, and Cudahy, the big 
five among the meat packers, the  Federal Trade Commission 
was forced to a d m it: "H ow ever delicate a de fin ition  is fram ed 
fo r  ‘p ro fite e rin g ,’ these packers have preyed upon the people 
unconscionably.”  In  1916 and 1917, the p ro fits  o f these firm :! 
shot up to 400 per cent, a lthough th e ir  sales increased only 150 
per cent. The same was tru e  o f o ther foods the w orkers had 
to buy.

Steel is  the basic w ar m ate ria l. The net p ro fi’ts  o f the 
U n ited States Steel C orpora tion show who p ro fited  by the w a r:

Year Percentage 
on Investm ent

A m ount

1912 .... .............. 4 .7  ............... .....  $ 77,075,000
1.913 ... ................  5 .7  ............. ......  107,320,000
1914 ................  2 .8  ............. .......'  46,520,000
1915 ... ................  5 .2  ............. ......  97,967,000
1916 .... ................15.6 .............. ......  294,026,000
1917 ................ 24 .9 ............. ......  478,204,000

THE WORKERS WERE LEFT WITH 
THE BILLS

Per C apita Debt Increase o f  the P rin c ipa l Countries 
Due to  the  W orld  W ar
( In  D o lla rs) Percentual
1913 1920 Increase

U. S. A . 11 225 2025
B r ita in 78 850 1090
France 160 1,150 719
Germany 18 800 4444
I ta ly 83 365 440

ROOSEVELT-HULL ARE HEADING 
TOWARD NEW WORLD CONFLICT

DO NOT ALLOW THE LESSONS OF 
1917 TO BE EASILY FORGOTTEN!

9 -

Boss War Is For Boss 
Profits and Not For 

‘Democracy’

As one glances back over the 
p o lit ic a l experiences o f the las t 
tw o  decades and observes the 
predom inant sentim ents o f today, 
one cannot bu t be amazed a t the 
sho rt m em ory o f the mass o f the 
people. The b it te r  lessons - th a t 
were absorbed in the past a t 
f r ig h t fu l cost are read ily  fo rg o t
ten under the im pact o f cap ita lis t 
propaganda.

T h is  tho ugh t is sha rp ly  called 
to  m ind by a reading o f Rose M. 
S tein ’s “ M -D a y” : a scholarly, 
documented account o f how 
Am erica  g o t in to  the las t w ar, 
how cap ita l gained and labor lost, 
and w ha t the W ar D epartm ent 
has in store fo r  labor d u rin g  the 
next w ar.

The Real Facts

W h ile  our h is to ry  text-books 
s t i l l  teach the ch ildren th a t Am e
rica  w ent to w a r ou t o f consider
a tion  fo r  the h ighest o f human 
ideals, ad u lt A m erica has come 
to snicker cyn ica lly  a t th is  ta le 
and seek the exp lanation in  the 
more sordid, bu t also more au
the n tic  s to ry , o f  M organ &  Co.’s 
loans to  the A llies . W ere a ll o f 
a d u lt A m erica to read M'iss 
S te in ’s book they would know 
th a t th e ir  cynicism  about "m a k 
in g  the w o rld  safe fo r  dem ocracy’ 
is based upon m ore than a good 
guess. M iss Stein gives the fo l
low ing  table showing the am ount 
loaned by M organ to the A llie s : 

A p r i l  1915
$30,000,000 to  France 

June 1915
$40,000,000 to  France 

October 1915
$500,000,000 to  A ng lo -F rance 

September 1916
$250.000,000 to  G reat B r ita in  

October 1916
$300,000,000 to G reat B r ita in  

January 1917 *
$250,000,000 to Great B rita in  

M arch 1917
$100,000,000 to  France

In  A p r i l,  1017, the U n ited 
States entered the war.

Behind the Scenes

How m any o f the sons o f Am e
rican worker's and fa rm ers  who 
shouldered arm s to f ig h t the “ w ar 
to end w a rs "  w ould have fough t 
had they known the re J l designs 
o f the members o f the pacifis t, 
libe ra l, idea lis tic  W ilson A d m i
n is tra tio n  as revealed in  the cor
respondence th a t w ent on between 
them  ? The fo llo w in g  quotation, 
g iven by M iss Stein, stands in 
s ta rk  con trast to the honeyed 
pub lic  declarations o f W ilson  and 
his aids. On M arch 5, 1917, the 
Am erican Ambassador to  G reat 
B r ita in , W a lte r Hines Page, 
w ro te  to the State Departm ent 
a t W ashing ton:

“ Perhaps our go ing to  w ar is 
the on ly way in which our p re
sent preem inent trade position 
can be m ainta ined and a panic 
ave rte d ----- ”  (U . S. S ta te  D e pa rt
m ent, F ore ign  Relations, 1917, 
Supplem ent 2, Vol. I ,  pp. 516-8.)

WARS SINCE THE “WAR TO END WAR”
A fte r  m aking  an analysis o f 902 w ars and 1,615 in te rna l 

disturbances over a period o f 2,500 years, a H a rva rd  professor 
reports  th a t the w a r index fo r  the tw e n tie th  cen tu ry  reached 
“ a to ta l e igh t tim es g re a te r than in  a ll the preceding centuries.”
1918- 19— Polish U kra in ia n  Wjar.
1919- 22— In te r-A llie d  In te rven tion  A ga ins t Soviet Russia. 
1919-20— B rit is h  m ilita ry  occupation o f Ire land .
1919-26— Conquests in A rab ia  by Ibn Saud.
1920, — Soviet-Polish W ar. j ,
1920 — Turkish-Arm enian W ar.
1921-22— G reek-Turk ish W ar.
1921-26— Franco-Spanish W ars against R iffs .
1925 — French m ilita ry  expedition to  Syria .
1925-27— C iv il w ar and fo re ign  im p e ria lis t in te rven tion  in China. 
1925-35— Gran Chaco W ar between B o liv ia  and Paraguay.
1927 — Occupation o f N icaragua by U. S. M arines.
1931-32— Japanese seizure o f M anchuria.
1932 — Sino-Japanese w ar a t Shanghai.
1935- 36— Ita lo -E th io p ia n  W ar.
1936- 38— B ritis h  bom bing operations on Ind ian ’s N o rthw est

fro n tie r .
1936- 38— Spanish C iv il W a r: F ranco aided by H it le r  and

M ussolin i.
1937- 38— Sino-Japanese W ar.
1937-38— B rit is h  w ar on A rabs in Palestine.

Eugene V . Debs

in Whose War 
Shall I  F ight?

Eugene V. Debs, veteran leader of the American So
cialist movement, who died in  1926, offered uncompro
mising revolutionary resistance to this country's parti
cipation in the war and, was imprisoned fo r doing so. 
In the following stirring article, ■written in 1915, he 
made his position plain :

W hy W ars are F ought

A nd there are s t i l l  people who 
would have us believe, 21 years 
a fte r  the above was w ritte n , th a t 
ca p ita lis t nations go to  w a r fo r  
o ther than economic reasons! 
Aside fro m  the professors w ith  
th e ir  rac ia l, psychological, and 
s im ila r theories on the causes o f 
war, we have today the propa
ganda o f the Com m unist P a rty  
which would have us believe th a t 
G reat B r ita in , France, and 
A m erica w i l l  go to  w a r against 
the fasc is t nations in order to 
defend dem ocratic in s titu tion s , 
the sanc tity  o f trea ties, the r ig h t  
o f se lf-de te rm ina tion  fo r  sm all 
nations, and, perhaps, even the 
W orke rs ’ Fatherland.

The "dem ocra tic ”  bloc m ig h t 
f ig h t the fasc is t bloc, b u t on ly in 
the s p ir it  o f the do lla r-a-year 
p a tr io t  and head o f U. S. Steel, 
Judge G ary, who said in  March 
1918:

"T he  m anufacture rs m ust have 
reasonable p ro fits  in order to do 
th e ir  d u ty .”  (M inu tes o f Price- 
F ix in g  Com m ittee, M arch 20, 
1918.)

T h is  w h ile  the Am erican troops 
were c raw lin g  th rough  mud, 
blood, and barbed w ire  fo r  $30 a 
m on th !

M iss Stein develops an in te r
esting theory  on the connection 
between m utin ies  in the A llied  
arm ies in  1917 and the decision 
to  expand A m erica ’s p a rtic ip a 
tio n  in  the w a r beyond m ateria l 
aid and send an Am erican a rm y 
abroad.

W hy Troops W ent

The inference o f a ll the A llied - 
Am erican negotia tions before 
A m erica  entered and fo r  a sho rt 
period a fte r , was th a t A m erica ’s 
g rea test con tribu tion  would be 
in  the rea lm  o f c red it and m a
te r ia l. T h is  view  held th a t on ly 
a sm all body o f  A m erican troops 
should be sent to France fo r  
purposes o f dem onstra ting  the 
.so lida rity  o f Am erica.

M iss Stein proves fro m  num er
ous o ffic ia l sources th a t the

w in te r o f 1916-17 saw a deep 
seated un rest develop in  the 
F rench arm ies th a t was spurred 
on by the news o f the Russian 
R evolution in F ebruary  and re 
sulted in  a num ber o f m utin ies.

(Continued on Page 4A )

Since my characterization of the soldier in the 
Jingo edition (as “ the hired assassin of his capitalist 
master.” —Ed.) I  have been asked i f  I was opposed to 
all war and if  I would refuse to be a soldier and to fight 
under any circumstances, and to make my answer 
through the Appeal to Reason. No, I am not opposed 
to all war, nor am I opposed to fighting under all circum
stances, and any declaration to the contrary would dis
qualify me as a revolutionist. When I say I am opposed 

- to war I mean ruling class war, for the ruling class is 
the only class that makes war. I t  matters not to me 
whether this war be offensive or defensive, or what 
other lying excuse may be invented for it, I  am opposed 
to it, and I would be shot for treason before I would 
enter such a war.

I f  I  were in Congress I would be shot before I 
would vote a dollar for such a war.

Capitalist wars for capitalist conquest and capital
ist plunder must be fought by the capitalists themselves 
so far as I am concerned, and upon that question there 
can be no misunderstanding as to my position.

I  have no country to fight, fo r; my country is the 
earth; and I  am a citizen of the world.

I  would not violate my principles for God, much 
less for a crazy kaiser, a savage czar, a degenerate king, 
or a band of pot-bellied parasites.

But while I  have not a drop of blood to shed fo r the 
oppressors of the working class and the robbers of the 
poor, the thieves iand looters, the brigands and murder
ers, whose debauched, misrule is the crime of the ages, 
/  have a heart-full to shed fo r their victims when it  
shall be needed in  the war fo r their liberation.

I am not a capitalist soldier; 1 am a proletarian 
revolutionist. I do not belong to the regular army of the 
plutocracy, but to the irregular army of the people. 1 
refuse to obey any command to fight- from the ruling 
class, but I  w ill not wait to be commanded to fight for 
the working class.

I  am opposed to every war but one; I  am fo r that 
war with heart and soul, and that is the world-wide 
war of the social revolution. In  that war 1 am prepared 
to fight in any way the ruling class may make, it  neces
sary, even to the barricades.

There is where I  stand and where I believe the 
Socialist Party stands, or ought to stand, on the question 
of war.
— (From the Appeal to Reason, September 11, 1915.)

S. W.P. Policy On War

FIGHT THE WAR-MAKERS!
Since w a r is in e v ita b ly  bred by 

ca p ita lis t society, the on ly  genu
ine s trugg le  aga inst w a r is p re 
cise ly the s trugg le  aga inst the 
social system which breeds it ,  the 
s tru g g le  aga inst cap ita lism  and 
fo r  socialism . O nly th rough  the 
e lim ina tion  o f the causes fo r  w a r 
w i l l  w a r its e lf  be done away 
w ith . T hrough socialism v alone 
can m ankind establish the found
ations fo r  enduring  peace.

The S. W . P. is against every 
im p e ria lis t w a r, and opposes a ll 
w ars fo u g h t by any and a ll im 
p e r ia lis t states, w hether fasc is t 
o r dem ocratic, since such wars 
can on ly be reac tiona ry  in  char
acter and counter to  the in terests 
o f the masses and o f the re 
vo lu tion . In  the im p e ria lis t 
U n ited  States, the S. W . P. figh ts  
aga inst w a r prepara tions and 
m ilita r iz a tio n ; b u t a t the same 
tim e  always makes clear th a t 
w a r cannot be pe rm anently  p re
vented unless the im p e ria lis t gov
ernm ent o f the U n ited  States is 
overth row n and its  place taken 
by  a W orkers ’ State, th a t la s t
in g  peace is possible on ly under 
socialism .

Role o f Pacifism
Pacifism  a ttem p ts  to  divorce 

the s trugg le  aga inst w a r fro m  
the prosecution o f  the class s tru g 
gle  aga inst cap ita lism . In  prac
tice, the re fore , pacifism  is en tire 
ly  fu t i le  and powerless against 
w a r its e lf;  and, s t i l l  fu r th e r , 
spreads illus ions about the na ture 
o f w a r w h ich  d iv e rt the masses 
fro m  the »genuine s trugg le  a- 
ga in s t i t  and p lay  in to  hands o f

im peria lism . The S. W . P., con
sequently, exposes the fu t i l i t y  
and illu s ion  o f pacifism . In  the 
U n ited  States, pacifism  is p a r t
ic u la r ly  dangertous because its  

ideas are so w idespread and in 
flu e n tia l, and because i t  is in  a 
sense the “ o ff ic ia l”  im p e ria lis t 
doctrine— indeed, the ideological 
p repa ra tion  fo r  the next im p e ri
a lis t  w a r bases its e lf  la rg e ly  on 
the  no tion  th a t fro m  the po in t 
o f view  o f the U n ited  States i t  
w i l l  be a “ w a r fo r  peace.”

I f ,  in  sp ite  o f the e ffo r ts  o f 
the  revo lu tion is ts  and the m ilita n t 
w orkers, the U . S. governm ent 
enters a new w a r, the S. W . P. 
w i l l  no t under any circumstances 
suppo rt th a t w a r bu t w ill on the 
co n tra ry  f ig h t aga inst it .  The 
S. W . P. w i l l  advocate the con
tinuance o f the class s trugg le  
d u rin g  the w a r, regard less o f the 
consequences fo r  the outcome o f 
the A m erican m il ita ry  s trugg le ; 
and w i l l  t r y  to  prepare the mas
ses to  u tiliz e  the  w a r cris is  fo r  
the ove rth row  o f  U . S. ca p ita l
ism  and the v ic to ry  o f social
ism.

Oppose Social P a trio tism
The S. W . P. opposes and w il l  

continue a t a ll tim es to  oppose 
every fo rm  o f soc ia l-pa trio tism , 
a ll advocacy o f “ na tiona l un ion”  
o r “ suspension o f the class s tru g 
g le ”  d u rin g  the wiar-itime, and 
w i l l  make clear to  the w orkers 
th a t no w a r conducted by  the 
c a p ita lis t governm ent o f the 
U n ited  'States can be to  th e ir  in 
te res t, o r can be o the r tha n  a

w a r fo r  im p e r ia lis t p ro fit  and 
plunder.

The po licy  o f the S. W . P. w ith  
respect to im p e ria lis t w a r holds 
good under a ll conditions; i t  ap
plies i f  the w a r is conducted be
tween the fasc is t im p e ria lis ts  and 
the  “ dem ocratic”  im peria lism s in  
the  same m anner as i f  the  w a r 
takes place between coa litions in 
c lud ing  both the fa sc is t and “ de
m ocra tic ”  im peria lism s on each 
side. I t  applies also i f  the U n ited  
States is in  m il ita ry  a lliance w ith  
the Soviet U nion. In  the  la tte r  
case, the  S. W . P. would unre
servedly support the Soviet Union 
aga inst im p e ria lism ; b u t would 
expose the treacherous im p e ria l
is t  aim s o f the U n ited  States in 
the alliance, would call fo r  the 
ove rth row  o f U. S. cap ita lism  
and its  rep lacem ent by a revo lu 
t io n a ry  w o rke rs ’ governm ent 
w h ich  alone could c a rry  fo rw a rd  
the twar in  the in te rests o f  labor, 
o f the re vo lu tio n a ry  defense o f 
the Soviet U n ion  and o f the 
w o rld  soc ia lis t revo lu tion . The 
p ra c tica l steps w h ich  our P a rty  
w i l l  take  in  the course o f its  
opposition to  such a w a r w i l l  be 
decided in  the lig h t  o f the con
s idera tion  o f the need o f fa c i l i
ta t in g  the u tm os t aid to the  So
v ie t U n ion ’s armed forces against 
an im p e ria lis t power in  con
fo rm ity  w ith  ou r position o f de
fense o f the Soviet Un ion from  
im p e ria lis t a ttack .

— From “ The Declaration 
of Principles of the Socialist 
W orkers P arty.”

WAR IS PIVOT OF 
AMERICAN PLANS
Preparations Are Going 

Ahead In Every 
Domain

Tw enty-one years a fte r  i t  en
tered the “ w ar to end wars,”  
A m erican im peria lism , under the 
po litica l guidance o f President 
( “ I hate w a r” ) Roosevelt is head
ed once more d ire c tly  and con-, 
sciously in the d irec tion  o f a 
new and m ore ghas tly  “ w ar .to 
end wars.”

P repara tions fo r  the fas t-ap -' 
proach ing holocaust, in  which a ll 
the im p e ria lis t powers, fasc is t 
and "dem ocra tic ,”  w ith o u t any ex
ceptions, w i l l  engage in  a life -  
and-death s tru g g le  to  save the 
to tte r in g  system  o f cap ita lism  by 
red iv id in g  the w orld , are p ro je c t
ed ever m ore sharp ly  on the 
screen o f contem porary events.

T h is  is th  m eaning o f thé  $1,- 
121,00(>,900 navy app ro p ria tion—  
separate fro m  and in add ition  to 
the o rd in a ry  m il ita ry  and n a v a l. 
budgets. T h is  is the m eaning o f 
t h e  add itiona l appropria tion ,, 
to ta llin g  nearly  $500,000,000, fo r  
the a rm y. Ind ica tions have a l
ready been given th a t add itiona l 
sums w i l l  be sought to  augm ent 
th is  “ p rogram  o f peace.”

T h is  is the m eaning, too, o f 
the Sheppard-M ay B i l l  which 
provides measures fo r  the m ob il
iza tion  o f in du s try  fo r  w ar p u r
poses.

Pacific  Maneuvers

T h is  is, also, the m eaning of 
the vas t 'nava l m aneuvers now 
go ing fo rw a rd  in  the Pacific— a 
pointed w a rn in g  to im p e ria lis t 
Japan, w h ich  is th rea ten ing  the 
trade and investm ents o f A m e r
ican im p eria lism  in the F a r East.

The measures o f physical pre
paredness are supplemented, as 
on the eve o f every w a r, by an 
“  ideolog ica l”  cam paign to  prepare 
the  w orkers  to f ig h t and die fo r  
th e ir  exp lo ite rs and oppressors.

T h is is the m eaning o f care
fu lly -w o rd e d  declarations o f 
P resident Roosevelt, who seek3 
to deceive the w o rk in g  class in 
to  be liev ing th a t Am erican im 
pe ria lism  w il l  go to  w a r on ly in  
“ self-defense”  o r fo r  the p re
servation o f "freedom  and de
m ocracy”  aga inst the undemocra
t ic  “ aggressor”  states.

T h is is the m eaning o f the 
hypocritica lly-Kvorded d ip lom atic  
notes d ra fte d  in  increasing num 
ber by Secretary o f S tate Cordell 
H u ll,  whose task is  to  ensure 
th a t when w a r comes Am erican 
im peria lism  w i l l  be able to ap
pear before the w orkers and the 
w o rld  a t la rge  as an uno ffend ing  
power w a n ton ly  attacked by an 
“  aggressor.”

Kennedy’s S lip

Occasionally, however, the rea l 
t ru th  breaks to  the surface n o t
w ith s ta n d in g  a ll the e ffo i’ts o f 
the W ash ing ton governm ent to  
prepare the w a r s tr ic t ly  accord
in g  to  plan. Thus Ambassador 
Joseph P. Kennedy, in  his f irs t  
London speech, le t the cat ou t o f 
the bag by  saying i t  w o u ld  be 
w rong  to  assume the U n ited  
States w ou ld  f ig h t on ly  i f  a t
tacked.

T h is is the m eaning o f W ash
in g to n ’s “ p a ra lle l”  d ip lom atic  
action w ith  G reat B r ita in  and . o f 
the  moves a lready te n ta tiv e ly  
made tow a rd  the scrapp ing o f 
the N e u tra lity  A c t, w h ich rep re 
sented the lega l cod ifica tion o f 
the  ou tw orn  “ iso la tion ”  po licy. 
The po licy  o f “ iso la tio n ”  no 
longer serves in  an era in which 
A m erican im peria lism  conscious
ly  prepares to  assert its  w o rld  
ro le aga inst a ll challengers.

P ac ifis t Smokescreen

The w a r approaches! A l l  
spheres o f governm ent a c t iv ity  
re fle c t its  closeness. T h a t is w hy, 
among o th e r th ings , the Roose
v e lt a d m in is tra tion  uses the un
em ploym ent re lie f p ro jects  as 
re c ru it in g  grounds fo r  the arm y.: 

T h a t, too, is w hy, the  smoke
screen o f  pa c ifis t propaganda 
grow s denser. T h is  cover is need
ed so th a t the rea l w a r prepar- 

(Continued on Page 4A )
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Sino-Japanese War Is Prelude To Greater Pacific Conflict
Our Solidarity 
Is With Masses 
of China, Japan

National Revolutionary 
War W ill Transform 

The Whole East

The w a r in  China is a m a tte r 
o f v ita l concern to  every Am e
rican  w orker, fo r  th a t w a r is 
on ly  the prelude to  the g rea te r 
w a r fo r  w h ich  th is  coun try  is 
now being prepared.

I t  is p r im a r ily  to dom inate the 
Pacific and to  become the un
challenged m aster o f China's 
w ea lth , o f its  m arke t and o f its  
resources, th a t A m erican im 
pe ria lism  is bu ild in g  up its  
g re a t w a r machine.

T ha t is w hy th is  week on the 
21st ann iversary o f  th is  cou n try ’s 
e n try  in the W orld  W ar, the 
g re a t Am erican fle e t is  engaged 
in  vast m aneuvers in the Pacific 
Ocean. T h a t is w hy the b a ttle 
ships and planes o f the Am erican 
N avy  are d r i l l in g  w ith in  s t r ik 
in g  distance o f Japan’s Pacific 
is land possessions.

Japan’s Invasion

Japanese im peria lism , A m e ri
ca’s g re a t Pacific r iv a l,  is en
gaged in a robber-invasion of 
China. W ith  a ll the barbarism  
and c rue lty  o f modern w a rfa re , 
i t  is  a tte m p tin g  to make its e lf  
the m aster o f a g rea te r land 
whose people comprise more than 
on e -fou rth  o f the popu lation of 
the en tire  w orld .

We suppo rt w ith  a ’ l o r 
s treng th  the resistance th a t the 
Chinese people are o ffe r in g  to 
the  invaders. China’s s trugg le  to 
free  its e lf  fro m  the strang lehold 
o f the im p e r ia lly  freebooters and 
h ijacke rs  is a g rea t progressive 
s trugg le . E very  Chinese v ic to ry  
is  not on ly  a blow a t Japanese 
im peria lism , but a b low  a t a ll 
im peria lism  and the re fo re  a blow 
a t the w ar-m akers.

B u t th is  does not mean fo r  a 
s ing le  in s ta n t th a t the Am erican 
w o rkers  should support " th e ir"  
governm ent in a w a r against 
Jlapan. The Am erican govern
m en t w i l l  eventua lly  come to 
g rips  w ith  Japan bu t a lthough 
the  Am erican w orkers w i l l  be 
to ld  i t  is to “ save’’ China th a t 
the y  m ust die, i t  w il l be on ly  to 
“ save” China fo r  the money-bags 
o f W a ll S treet. W ith  th e ir  in 
terests we have no th ing in com
mon.

The F ig h t For L ibe ra tion

The task o f Ch’reco 1 fccrati'm  
rests upon the Chinese workers 
and peasants who, w ith  the m a
te r ia l and m oral support of 
w o rkers  a ll over the w orld  can 
and w il l  m obilize in th e ir  m illions  
and repel the invader.

To do th is  they w il l  have to 
f ig h t aga inst the Chinese bosses 
as w e ll, fo r  the Chinese bosses 
have sold them  ou t to im p e ria l
ism  before and w ill do so again. 
The Chinese employers o f labor 
and owners o f land have sub
jected the w orkers and peasants 
to  the m ost g r in d in g  exp lo ita tion  
known in the m odern w orld . 
T h e ir in te res t lies in sharing the 
f r u its  o f th is  exp lo ita tion  w ith  
th e ir  fo re ign  masters. General 
Ch iang Kai-shek is f ig h tin g  
Japanese im peria lism  on ly  be
cause i t  cannot, because o f "its 
own economic weakness, agree to 
share the booty w ith  h im . He 
is  on ly too w illin g , and has said 
so a hundred tim es, to tu rn  China 
over to the con tro l o f the U n ited 
States o r G reat B rita in .

Chiang Kai-shek is f ig h tin g  a t 
the moment fo r  a choice o f m as
ters. The rea l f ig h t fo r  Chinese I 
lib e ra tio n  is the fig h t against a ll 
m asters and th a t f ig h t can be 
waged on ly  by the masses o f 
w o rkers  and peasants under the 
banner o f th e ir  own p a rty  and 
a p rogram  th a t satisfies th e ir 
own economic interests.

Real Road To V ic to ry

Because Chiang Kai-shek s t i l l  
fea rs  the masses more than he 
fea rs  the im p e ria lis t invader, he 
has kep t the s trugg le  w ith in  the 
lim its  o f a pu re ly  m il ita ry  de
fense. T h is  has enabled Japan
ese im peria lism  to w in  contro l 
over a ll o f N o rth  China and the 
coastal provinces to below 
Shanghai. Chiang has been aided 
ip  th is  by the C om m unist P a rty , 
w h ich  abandoned any pretense a t 
a revo lu tiona ry  program  fo r  the 
masses and has subordinated i t 
s e lf 100 percent to the Kuom in- 
tang, Chiang K a i-shek’s pa rty .

He w il l  be prevented fro m  con
t in u in g  th is  po licy to its  ru in 
ous end on ly th rough the inde
pendent m ob iliza tion  o f the « 
w orkers and peasants fo r  the 
s trugg le  in th e ir  own in terests. 
T h a t is the ■ real road to v ic to ry  
over Japanese im p eria lism  and 
the rea l road to Chinese na tiona l 
libe ra tion .

O ffe r in g  o u r fu lle s t so lid a rity  
and support to  China’s s trugg le , 
we a t the same tim e  stand guard

Workers of World Must Absorb 
Lessons of Spanish Civil War

TKi;y Wanted A  Better Life

The Spanish c iv il w ar, which 
has now been in  progress fo r  
nearly  two years, has under
scored once more w ith  the blood 
o f scores o f thousands o f w o rk 
ers, the lesson th a t a ll w orkers 
m ust learn in  order to  w a g 3 a 
v ic torious s trugg le  aga inst Fasc
ism and aga inst war.

These lessons can be s im p ly 
sum m arized: the s trugg le  against 
Fascism is inseparable fro m  the 
s trugg le  aga inst cap ita lism . The 
bourgeois Lo ya lis t reg im e, p rop
ped up by the Com m unist P a rty , 
by the anarch is t leaders, and the 
Socialists, checked the elem entary 
upsurge o f the w orkers and 
peasants aga inst the cap ita lis ts  
and landlords in the ea rly  months 
o f the w ar. The masses knew 
who stood behind ^Franco and 
tr ie d  to s tr ik e  ou t in th e ir  own 
in terests.

Masses Checked

D isoriented and m isled by 
th e ir  own parties, the masses 
were g ra du a lly  regim ented in to  
complete subord ination to  the 
bourgeois regim e. The armed 
w orkers ’ m il it ia  were disbanded 
and absorbed in to  the re-created 
Republican arm y. The factories 
and ra ilw a ys  seized by the w o rk 
ers were taken back. The land 
was held sacrosanct fo r  the land
lords.

The masses were asked to con
tinue the fig h t aga inst F ranco 
hi re tu rn  fo r  vague prom ises of 
: form s " in  the fu tu re .”

The inevitab le  resu lt ensued. 
Vast energies o f the masses, un
loosed like  a g rea t flood  when 
Franco rebelled in Ju ly , 1936, 
were g ra du a lly  dammed. Those 
who resisted th is  course were 
shot down—like  the . Barcelona 
workers d u rin g  the M ay Days o f 
1937— and im prisoned. The ja ils  
of the L o ya lis t governm ent were 
filled  w ith  m il ita n t  an ti-F a sc is t 
workers whose only crim e was 
th e ir  de term ination  to  lead the 
workers a long a revo ltio na ry  
path. F o r th is  they were called 
"T ro ts k y is t  Fascist sp ies”  and 
subjected to the m ost relentless 
persecution.

Avoided Radical Steps

Zealous on ly in safeguard ing 
the p riva te  p rope rty  o f the 
Spanish bourgeoisie and in  heed
ing  the in junc tions  o f its  masters 
in Moscow, Paris, and London, 
the L o ya lis t reg im e stopped sho rt 
o f every measure wh ich could 
have ensured its  g re a t advantage 
over the Fascist rebels.

I t  kept the peasants fro m  seiz
ing  the land th a t had been taken 
from  them  by the Church and 
the b ig  bourgeoisie. I t  thereby 
los t its  key a lly  in  the w ar. The 
peasants, behind F ranco’s lines 
and behind the L o ya lis t lines, re 
mained passive.

This alone, w ith o u t counting  
the m a te ria l aid th a t poured in 
fro m  Fascist Germany and Ita ly , 
provided Franco w ith  an immense 
advantage.

Sapped In it ia t iv e

The regim e progressive ly sap
ped the rad ica l in it ia t iv e  o f the 
w o rkers ’ o rgan izations and by 
every means, ca jo le ry, deception, 
and o u tr ig h t repressive force, 
prevented them  fro m  proceeding 
along the revo lu tiona ry  road.

M ost e lem entary o f a ll, the 
L o ya lis t governm ent x'efused to 
announce the unconditional libe ra 
tion  o f Morocco fro m  Spanish 
ru le . Such a step— which would 
have cost the governm ent noth ing, 
since i t  had lost Spanish Morocco 
— would have im m edia te ly  made 
F ranco ’s base too hot to  hold him  
in the f irs t  m onths o f the con flic t 
and would have deprived him  o f 
the solid M oorish support upon 
which he has leaned so heavily.

B u t th is  move was ru led out 
by Paris and London and the 
w orld  was treated to the specta
cle o f the Moors, who fo u g h t so 
bravely fo r  th e ir  freedom  a 
decade ago, f ig h tin g  docile ly in 
the ranks o f Spanish Fascist re 
action aga inst the Republican 
regime.

Im p e ria lis t Cynicism

The cynica l m anner in which 
the B r it is h  and French govern
ments made the Spanish "R epub
lic a n ” reg im e a pawn in th e ir  
own in te r- im p e ria lis t game of 
r iv a lr ie s  should explode once and 
fo r  a ll fo r  every th o u g h tfu l 
w o rke r the fic tion  th a t these 
“ dem ocra tic”  governm ents are in 
terested in defending “ democra
c y ” as such. Eng land is today 
ne go tia ting  a deal w ith  I ta ly  
w h ich  would ensure the m a in 
tenance o f some k ind o f to ta l ita r 
ian reg im e in  Spain. France, tied 
to E ng land ’s ta il,  stands by and 
looks on.

T h is country , w ith  its  “ lib e ra l” 
Roosevelt a d m in is tra tion , has 
fro m  the beginn ing prevented 
arm s fro m  go ing to Spain and 
done no th ing  to  preven t Franco 
fro m  being lib e ra lly  supplied.

“ Dem ocracy”  Smokescreen

The ca p ita lis t powers are not 
interested in "dem ocracy " ex
cept as a smokescreen to deceive 
the w orkers and lead them a ll 
the more easily to  s laughter in 
beha lf o f boss p ro fits , trade and 
investm ents. T h a t is one prim e 
lesson the Spanish w a r m ust 
teach a ll o f us.

The S ta lin  governm ent in Mos
cow also made Spain its  pawn in 
its  a ttem p t to w in. an a lliance 
w ith  E ngland and France— and to 
th a t end i t  transp lanted to Spain 
a ll the m achinery and methods 
o f the G .P .U .  to suppress, k il l,

Imperialist Interests In China 
Are At Root Of Coming Clashes

China is today the field o f in 
tense im p e ria lis t r iva lr ie s . Tne 
Japanese aggression against 
China aim s to subject the Chinese 
people and to make fu r th e r  
gains a t the expense o f Great 
B r ita in  and the U n ited States, 
i t  is also a p re pa ra to ry  move fo r  
w ar by Japan against the Soviet 
Union in the east.

The stakes in  China arc great. 
Covering an area o f 4,3tH),00U 
square m iles w ith  "a popu lation 
o f 450 m illions , China is r ic h  in 
m inera l resources— gold, s ilve r, 
t in , copper, manganese, coal, sa lt, 
o il, etc.— an immense m arke t fo r  
trade and cap ita l investm ent.

A n  exam ination o f the changes 
in fo re ig n  investm ents fro m  1914 
to 1931 (the las t year fo r  which 
figures are ava ilab le) e loquently 
exp la ins the s trugg le  am ong the 
robber powers. (C. F. Remer, 
"F o re ig n  Investm ents in  China” ).

Percentage o f Fore ign C ap ita l 
Investm ents

1914 1931
G reat B r ita in  37.7 36.7
Japan 13.6 35.1
Russia ' 16.7 8.4
United States 3.1 6.1
Germany 16.4 2.7
France 10.7 • 5 .9

against the fra u d u le n t notion th a v 
Am erican im peria lism  w ill f ig ’n. 
to “ save" China from  the clutches 
o f Japan. Am erican im peria lism  
w ill fight, in  its  own in terests 
on ly  and those in terests are not 
ours. We can help our Chinese 
brothers and ourselves on ly by 
presenting a solid bu lw a rk  a- 
ga in s t the bosses in  our own 
coun try  and by c a rry in g  on the 
u n re m itt in g  s trugg le  against 
cap ita lism  to  the v ic to ry  th a t w i l l  
re a lly  end a ll w ars by rem oving 
the cause o f w a r, < the c a p ita lis t 
system its e lf.

B r ita in  has m ainta ined f irs t  
place, w ith  Japan a close r iv a l. 
Japan’s investm ents in China 
(p r im a r ily  in  M anchuria ) are 
however 81.9 per cent o f her 

to ta l fo re ig n  'investm ents (as 
aga ins t B r ita in ’s 5.9 per cent 
and A m erica ’s 1.3 per cent.) Since 
1931 Japan’s investm ents in  C hi
na have increased s ig n ifica n tly .

A m erican investm ents in  China, 
to ta llin g  about $200,000,000, are 
concentrated m a in ly  in and a- 
round Shangai, where in dus try  
and trade  is p ra c tica lly  a t a stand
s t i l l  due to Japanese occupation 
o f the c ity . The U n ited  States 
occupied a lead ing position in the 
increase o f C h ina ’s fo re ig n  trade 
d u rin g  the f irs t  seven months o f 
1937. W ith in  a few  months a fte r 
the Japanese a ttack, China’s 
trade declined approx im ate ly  one 
ha lf.

U. S. In terests
A m erican im p e ria lism ’s in te r

est in China lies, however, not 
on ly its  present investm ents and 
trade bu t fa r  more in the pos
s ib ili ty  o f ex tending these rich  
sources o f p ro fits . A n enthusiastic 
spokesman fo r  these cap ita lis t 
in te rests has ab ly presented the 
case:

“ I t  is good business fo r the 
U n ited States to keep China’s 
vast bu t undeveloped resources 
out o f Japanese con tro l . . . Sec
ondly, China rem ains the g re a t
est po ten tia l m arke t and source 
o f cap ita l investm ent in  the 
world . I ts  in d u s tr ia liz a tio n  can 
be said to have ha rd ly  begun. 
The ch ie f obstacle to  its  indus
tr ia liz a tio n  has been lack o f 
na tional s ta b ility . Our present 
stake in  China is bu t a t in y  fra c 
t io n  o f our po ten tia l stake in  a 
unified and re v iv if ie d  Ch ina." So 

«w rites the S ta lin is t New Masses!

COMINTERN PREPARED TO 
SUPPORT IMPERIALIST WAR

A  "dem ocra tic  f ro n t  fo r  peace!”  
—th is  is the la test answer of 
the S ta lin is ts  in th is  country to 
the s tead ily  advancing menace of 
a new w o rld  w ar.

W ith o u t benefit o f fo rm a l fu 
neral obsequies, the slogpn o f  
the "Peop le ’s F ro n t,’’ cornerstone 
o f S ta lin is t po licy fo r  the past 
several years, is being allowed 
to s lip  in to  ob liv ion. The d ra ft 
reso lu tions fo r  the com ing con
vention o f the Com m unist P a rty , 
now being published in the D a ily  
W orker, are a ll b u ilt  upon the 
"D em ocra tic  F ro n t,”  which like  
the “ People’s F ro n t ’’ before i t ,  is 
declared to be the supreme need 
o f the hour fo r  the fig h t against 
fascism and war.

I t  is as i f  the slogan o f the 
"People ’s F ro n t”  had never ex is t
ed!

F ac ilita te  S upport o f W ar

W hy the sw itch? W hile  in the 
lig h t  o f H i t le r ’s European con
quests and the advance o f fasc
ism  in  Spain, People’s F ron tism  
has been exposed as an u tte r ly  
w orth less and treacherous solvent 
o f the problems which these 
happenings pose before the w o rk 
in g  class-—thus necessitating fo r  
the S ta lin is ts  a revision o f the ir 
basic slogan— the rea l s ig n ific 
ance o f the s h if t  is the desire of 
the S ta lin is ts  to become a more 
e ffec tive  soc ia l-p a trio tic  agency 
fo r  c o rra llin g  the w o rk in g  class 
in to  support o f the “ dem ocratic”  
ca p ita lis t states in the coming 
im p e ria lis t w ar, in  line  w ith  S ta
lin 's  fo re ign  po licy.

The "People’s F ro n t”  has been 
represented by its sponsors to 
be a union o f  tendencies w ith in  
the w o rk in g  class movement w ith  
the broad s tra ta  o f the pe tty  
bourgeoisie. W hat the S ta lin 
is ts  now desire is to extend th is  
union, in so fa r as th a t is possible, 
to  the “ dem ocratic”  ranks o f the 
b ig  bourgeoisie its e lf. F o r the 
purpose o f th is  aim , even the 
slogan o f the "People's F ro n t”  is 
too “ le ft , ”  too “ sectarian ,”  too 
suggestive o f class.

To Serve As Loyal Aids

In  p u ttin g  fo rw a rd  the slogan 
o f the “ Dem ocratic F ro n t”  in 
face o f  the rap id ly-approach ing 
w a r, the S ta lin is ts  are p repa ring  
to  submerge themselves in the 
ran ks ' o f the p a rty  o f Roosevelt 
o r its  " le f t  w ing ,”  the more ef-

fee tive ly  to f i l l  th e ir  ro le as the 
m ost loya l servants o f the im 
pe ria lis t bourgeoisie, the leading- 
standard-bearers o f bloody cap i
ta lism  in  the era o f its  ho rrib le  
bankruptcy.—in the era when i t  
can subm it the pressing social 
problems o f its  own creation on ly 
to the a rb itra m e n t o f mass 
slaughter o f the peoples.

This, and th is  alone, is the 
m eaning o f the “ Dem ocratic 
F ro n t”  slogan. I t  represents, not 
a change o f line, bu t a deepening 
o f  the reactionary, an ti-w o rk in g - 
class course upon which the Com
m un ist Parties were launched by 
the Seventh W orld  Congress o f 
the Com m unist In te rn a tio n a l, a 
fresh move in  the d irection  o f 
h itch in g  the w o rk in g  class to  the 
cha rio t o f the im p e ria lis t w a r- 
makers.

Role o f Com intern

The Com m unist In te rn a tion a l 
and its  sections are today the 
m ost vociferous and aggressive 
soc ia l-pa trio tic  force w ith in  the 
w o rld  labor movement: Born out 
o f the s trugg le  against the  las t 
W orld  W ar, and opposition to 
the soc ia l-p a trio tic  supporters of 
the w ar in the ranks o f the 
Social-Democracy, the Commu
n is t parties today are p u ttin g  to 
shame a ll the older soc ia l-p a tri
o tic  tra ito rs  to the w o rk ing  
class.

In  the name o f the defense of 
“ dem ocracy”  against Fascism, 
the h ire ling s  o f the S ta lin  regime 
are doing a ll in  th e ir  power to 
curb and destroy the independent 
w o rk in g  class movement against 
Fascism, w a r and cap ita lism . No 
longer do they, recognize th a t 
modern society is divided in to  
e xp lo itin g  and explo ited classes 
who are in  irreconcilab le  c o n flic t; 
no longer do they teach th a t the 
present “ dem ocratic”  im p e ria lis t 
states are ins trum en ts  o f oppres
sion used by the ru lin g  class a- 
ga ins t the w orke rs ; no longer do 
they te ll the w o rk in g  class in 
each ca p ita lis t coun try  th a t its  
m ain enemy is a t home, th a t the 
bosses and th e ir  governm ents 
m ust be opposed in peacetime 
and w artim e.

"C lass H arm ony”

Instead, they preach and prac
tise un ity , harm ony, collabora
tion  w ith  the class enemy against

the " fo re ig n  foe.”  In  F iance, 
th rough the People’s F ron t, they 
have chained the w orkers to 
w age-slavery, and support of 
ca p ita lis t m ilita r is m . They vote 
fo r  the m il ita ry  budgets in the 
name o f the defense o f France 
aga inst Fascis t Germany. They 
re jec t the on ly road which can 
e ffe c tive ly  defeat both German 
Fascism and French cap ita lism : 
the w o rk ing  class revo lu tion  and 
w o rkers ’ state power.

In  the U n ited States, the prop
aganda o f the Browders fo r  “ col
lective secu rity ” -— common action 
o f robber governm ents to  achieve 
peace!— has no t fa red  so we ll. 
In the progressive trade unions 
i t  'is being rejected as a w a r- 
m aking proposal. Even among 
the fo rm e r da rlings  o f the "A m 
erican People’s F ro n t,”  such as 
Congressman M au ry  M averick, 
the b la ta n t chauvinism  o f the 
S ta lin is ts  is repudiated.

Browder and Roosevelt

Roosevelt’s fam ous Chicago 
speech which called fo r  a "q u a r
antine o f the aggressor,”  was 
en thus iastica lly  hailed by the 
S ta lin is ts . The naval budget of 
the a d m in is tra tion , as M averick 
stated recently  in Congress has 
the support o f the Com m unist 
P a rty .

In  a speech delivered M arch 3 
a t Chapel H ill,  N o rth  Carolina, 
E a rl B row der attacked M averick 
f o r  supporting  the Ludlow 
Am endm ent and opposing the 
N avy B ill.

B row der has complete confid
ence in "h is ”  president, does not 
w an t an y th in g  which would make 
i t  more d if f ic u lt  fo r  Roosevelt to 
declare w a r, and opposes any
body who in te rfe res  w ith  the big  
navy program  !

He also attacks those who call 
fo r  the w ith d ra w a l o f m arines 
fro m  China: “ Thus does iso la
tion ism  come to the service o f 
the Japanese bandits, be tray the 
Chinese people and surrender 
Am erican r ig h ts —-all in the name 
o f f ig h tin g  against Standard Oil 
and A m erican im p e ria lis m !”

Could the w ar-m ongcring  posi
tion  o f  the S ta lin is ts  be pu t in 
s im p ler language! D u rin g  the 
next w a r they w il l  be the chief 
ins trum en ts  used by the D epart
m ent o f Justice in its  campaign 
to suppress the w o rk in g  class 
opposition.

and slander the Spanish revo lu
tion is ts . Here again the “ rea l
is t ic "  po licy o f S ta lin  has m et 
w ith  a crush ing defeat. He suc
ceeded in crush ing the Spanish 
revo lu tion— or a t least has suc
ceeded u n til now— but the Soviet 
Union is more dangerously iso la t
ed than ever and the so lid a rity  
o f the in te rna tiona l w o rk ing  
class has been broken.

A l l  is no t ye t lost in  Spain 
fo r  the w o rk in g  class! The 
Spanish w orkers and th e ir  class 
brothel's a ll over the w o rld  can 
and m ust find the path to  real 
em ancipation, to the v ic to ry  over 
Fascism and im p e ria lis t w ar 
th rough  the w o rkers ’ revo lu tion, 
the abo lition  o f  ca p ita lis t p riva te  
p ro pe rty  and the fo rw a rd  march 
tow ard Socialism.

D O V E  OF PEACE, R O O SEVELT STYLE

One o f the  U. S. A rm y ’s new " f ly in g  fo rtresses" which recently  made a “ g o o d w ill”
flig h t to South America,

Defense of Soviet Union 
Rests on Working Class
The Criminal Policies of Stalin Have Isolated The 

U.S.S.R.; Workers W ill Aid I t  Only By 
Resisting Imperialist War Plans

Today, unsw erv ing ly  as in  the 
past, the partisans o f the F ourth  
In te rn a tion a l stand fo r  the de
fense o f the Soviet Union.

We are the on ly rea l defend
ers o f the Soviet U nion. Our 
position has had and can have 
no th ing  in common w ith  the 
boasts and avowals o f the se lf- 
styled "F rie nds  o f the Soviet 
U n ion.”  F o r they are on ly  the 
friends, i f  no t the h ire ling s , o f 
the degenerated S ta lin  clique. 
They have always ra llie d  to the 
defense o f S ta lin ’s treacheries 
and crim es; they have applauded 
and supported every blow dealt 
by S ta lin  to the October revo lu 
tion  and the w o rld  w o rk in g  class 
movement fo r  em ancipation; they 
w ill desert the Soviet Union at 
the f irs t  sign o f  danger and doubt
less w il l  use as a p re te x t the 
very  m onstrosities which they are 
now so cyn ica lly  defending.

M a lign an t G row th

U n like  a ll those who id e n tify  
S ta lin ism , which is the product 
o f degeneration and no t o f re
vo lu tion, w ith  the f irs t  w o rkers ’ 
state th a t grew  out o f the con
quests o f October, we have been 
fo r  years w ag ing  a relentless 
s trugg le  against S ta lin ism . I t  is 
a m a lignan t g ro w th  on the liv in g  
organism  o f the Soviet Union. 
I t  is devouring the Soviet Union. 
The f irs t  condition fo r  the de
fense o f the Soviet Union is the 
po litica l de feat and liqu id a tio n  
o f S ta lin ism .

S ta lin ’s ru le  spells on ly  ru in . 
E very day, a lm ost every hour he 
deals te rr ib le  blows to  the con
quests o f October, sapping the 
life -b lood o f the revo lu tion . Under 
his leadership the Soviet Union 
has been isolated as never be
fo re  on the in te rna tiona l arena. 
I t  was S ta lin ’s policies th a t ra v 
aged the ranks o f the rea l and 
on ly a llies o f the Soviet Union. 
The in te rna tiona l w o rk in g  class 
is e ithe r being ground under the 
heels o f Fascism, whose v ic to ry  
S ta lin  prepared, o r being shackled 
and dem oralized by the betrayals 
and bankrup tcy  o f the policies of 
People’s F ron tism .

S ta lin  staked eve ry th ing  on 
im p e ria lis t a llies in  the "dem o
c ra tic ”  camp and has thus made 
i t  possible fo r  the im p e ria lis t 
oandits to a ttem p t a tem porary 
reconcilia tion  a t the expense o f 
the Soviet workers. H it le r  and 
his hordes are ready to leap a t 
the Soviet Union.

S ta lin 's  home policies have 
proved equally fa lse  and disas
trous. He has decimated the 
ranks o f the Red A rm y , the N avy 
and the A ir  Force. Soviet eco
nomic li fe  is in  the throes o f 
a grave cris is. The defense o f  
the Soviet Union the re fo re  de
mands not a m itig a tio n  bu t on 
the con tra ry  a sharpening o f the 
s trugg le  aga inst S ta lin ism .

An Old T r ic k

I t  goes w ith o u t s’n y in g  th a t 
any opposition to S ta lin ism  is 
in te rp re ted  by the regim e as hbs- 
t i l i t y  to the Soviet Union. I t  is 
an old  tr ic k . Reactionary trade 
union bureaucrats have always 
levelled aga inst a ll progressives 
who oppose them the charge th a t 
they seek to w reck the union, 
are re a lly  bosses’ agents, etc. 
etc.

F rom  the ve ry  outset o f his 
s trugg le  to ru le  or ru in , S ta lin  
has spread the slander th a t the 
re vo lu tio n a ry  M arx is ts  are a- 
ga in s t the defense o f the Soviet 
Union, in fa vo r o f im p e ria lis t in 
te rven tion  etc. etc. The monstrous 
Moscow fram e-ups were in p a rt 
staged to "su bs tan tia te ”  th is  vile 
lie  wh ich S ta lin  and his hench

men have been spreading f  
years.

We rem ain defenders o f the 
Soviet Union because we rem ain 
true  to  our princ ip les.

S ta lin ism  has in troduced de
generation in to  the ve ry  pores of 
the Soviet social fa b ric ; i t  has 
underm ined the foundations o l 
the October revo lu tion  but has 
no t ye t toppled them. The funda
m ental conquests o f the revo lu 
tion  s t i l l  stand.

Despite the fa c t  th a t S ta lin  
has in every w ay fa c ilita te d  the 
w o rk  o f the counter-revo lu tion , 
despite the fa c t th a t th rough 
his C onstitu tion  he has supplied 
the lega l channel fo r  the resto ra 
tion  o f cap ita lism , despite a ll of 
the crim es o f S ta lin ism , the 
p r iva te  ow nership o f the means 
o f production has no t been re 
established, the m onopoly o f fo r 
eign trade has no t been broken, 
the basis fo r  planned economy 
s t i l l  rem ains.

S trugg le  W ill Decide

W lith in  the coun try , and in 
te rn a tio n a lly , S ta lin ism  has been 
in s tru m en ta l in  s h ift in g  the re 
la tionsh ip  o f forces to the grave 
disadvantage o f the w o rk in g  
class. B u t the class enemy has 
ye t to ga in  the decisive positions. 
The fa te  o f the Soviet U n ion can 
and w il l  be decided on ly in the 
course o f actua l s trugg le .

The v ic to ry  o f October was 
made possible on ly  because the 
in te rna tiona l w o rk in g  class came 
to the aid o f the Russian w o rk 
ers, despite a ll those "S o c ia lis ts ”  
who refused to  take sides in th a t 
s trugg le , despite a ll those who 
counselled "n e u tra lity ”  and re 
sorted to  the sub terfuge th a t 
there was "n o th in g ”  to  s trugg le  
fo r.

W«ith the aid  o f the in te rna 
tion a l vanguard the Soviet Union 
was able to emerge fro m  the des
tru c tio n  o f the im p e ria lis t w a r, 
the years o f c iv il w ar, and im-. 
p e ria lis t blockade, and the years 
o f pos t-w ar read justm ent. '...

So g re a t a power was lodged 
in th is  t ita n ic  social force, th a t 
the w o rkers ’ state has been able 
to w iths tand  more than tw e n ty  
years o f iso la tion , more than a 
decade and a h a lf o f S ta lin ism ! 
Even under S ta lin ism , and de
sp ite  S ta lin ism , even though a t 
g rea t sacrifice, the Russian mas
ses were able to make g ig a n tic  
strides fo rw a rd , and to p u ll the 
fo rm er feudal em pire o f the 
Czars in to  the ranks o f the ad
vanced nations.

W ho W ill Conquer

These achievements were made 
possible by the g re a t re vo lu tio n 
a ry  tra d itio n s  and the creative 
energies o f the Russian p ro le ta 
r ia t.  These are liv in g  forces 
w h ich S ta lin  m ay weaken bu t 

cannot destroy no m a tte r how 
m any tr ia ls  he stages, reg a rd 
less o f the repressions he m ay 
unleash.

W ho w ill vanquish whom?
T h is  issue w ill be decided only 
in an open s trugg le . Jus t as we 
decisive ly opposed those who to 
ge ther w ith  S ta lin  boasted o f the 
“ irrevocab le”  v ic to ry  o f the 
w orkers in Russia, so today we 
refuse to “ concede”  th e ir  irre voc 
able defeat. The outcome w il l  be 
decided in s trugg le . A nd in th is  
s trugg le , as in  1917, the in te rn a 
tion a l vanguard w il l  take 'its po
s itio n  shoulder to shoulder w ith  
the resurgent Russian revo lu tion  
in the f ig h t to re ta in  and extend 
the conquest o f October— despite 
S ta lin ism , against S ta lin ism , a- 
g a in s t c a p ita lis t res to ra tion  in 
Russia, aga inst ca p ita lis t ru le  
elsewhere in the w orld .

The Idea of “National Defense”
"T he  defense o f the na tiona l state, f ir s t  o f a ll in  Balkanized 

Europe— the cradle o f the na tiona l s ta te— is in the fu l l  sense 
o f the word a reactionary task. The na tiona l s tate w ith  its  
borders, passports, m onetary system, customs and the a rm y 
fo r  the p ro tection  o f customs has become a f r ig h t fu l im ped i
ment to the economic and cu ltu ra l development o f hum an ity . 
N o t the defense o f the na tiona l state is the task o f the p ro 
le ta r ia t, hu t its  complete and fina l liq u id a tio n .........

"T he  w o rk in g  cla'ss is not in d iffe re n t to its  nation. On t.he 
con tra ry , ju s t because h is to ry  places the fa te  o f the nation 
in to  its  hands, the w o rk in g  class refuses to e n tru s t the w ork 
o f na tiona l freedom and independence to  im p e ria lism  which 
‘saves’ the nation on ly to subject i t  on the m orrow  to new 
m orta l dangers fo r  the sake o f the in te rests o f an in s ig n ific 
an t m in o r ity  o f exp lo ite rs  . . .  A new w ar would carve Europe 
anew in accordance w ith  the w a r map and not in correspond
ence to the boundaries o f nations. The task o f complete 
national de term ination and peaceful cooperation o f a ll peoples 
o f Europe can be solved on ly on the basis o f  the economic 
un ifica tion  o f Europe, purged o f bourgeois rule. The slogan 
o f the U n ited States o f Europe is a slogan no t on ly  fo r  the 
sa lvation o f the B a lkan and Danubian peoples bu t fo r  trie 
sa lva tion  o f the peoples o f G erm any and France as- w e ll. ’ 

( “ W ar and the F o u rth  'In te rna tiona l"..)
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Pacifism Is An Aid, Not a Deterrent, To the War-Makers
Lenin and Zinoviev

SOCIALISM A N D  W A R
The following is an extract from the pamphlet 

“Socialism and W a r” by Lenin and Zinoviev, 
written in Switzerland in 1915. When it  was
written, its two authors were part of a tiny hand
ful of Socialists withstanding the wave of Chau
vinism that overcame the leaders of the Socialist 
Parties of all countries who led the workers to 
the slaughter under the slogan “defense of the 
fatherland.” Two years later the simple ideas put 
forth in this pamphlet found living expression in 
the Russian revolution and the emergence of the 
first Workers State. Lenin died in 1924. His co
author, Zinoviev, firs t chairman of the Communist 
International, was shot by Joseph Stalin as a 
“ Fascist spy” in 1936. Leninism is synonymous 
with the most uncompromising resistance to im
perialist war. Stalinism, its negation, today stands 
for support o f imperialist slaughter under the 
hypocritical cloak of “democracy vs. Fascism just 
as the Second International, in 1914-18, supported 
the war under the slogan of “ Democracy vs. Kais- 
erism ” or “ German culture vs. Czarist barbarism. ”

“ W a r is po litics  continued by other (i.e., 
fo rc ib le ) means.”

T h is  fam ous d ic tum  belongs to one o f the 
pro foundest w r ite rs  on m il ita ry  questions, 
C lausewitz. R ig h tly , the M a rx is ts  have always 
considered th is  axiom  as the theore tica l founda
tio n  fo r  th e ir  understand ing o f the m eaning 
o f  every w a r. I t  is fro m  th is  ve ry  standpo in t 
th a t M a rx  and Engels regarded w ars.

A p p ly  th is  idea to the present w a r (the  w orld  
w a r) . You w i l l  find th a t fo r  decades, fo r  a l
m ost h a lf a cen tury , the governm ents and the 
ru lin g  classes o f Eng land, France, Germany, 
I ta ly ,  A u s tr ia  and Russia, conducted a po licy 
o f colon ia l robbery, o f suppressing labor move
ments, o f oppressing fo re ign  nations. Such 
a po licy, and no o ther one, is  being pursued 
in  the present w a r. N o ta b ly  in  A u s tr ia  and 
Russia the po licy  o f both peace and w a r tim es 
consists in  the enslavem ent o f nations and not 
in  th e ir  libe ra tion .

N A T IO N A L  A W A K E N IN G

On the con tra ry , in  China, Persia, Ind ia  and 
o ther dependent nations we note in  the last 
decade a po licy o f na tiona l awakening, tens 
and hundreds o f m illio ns  o f people s tr iv in g  to  
libe ra te  themselves fro m  under the yoke of 
the rea c tion a ry  “ g re a t”  nations. W ar g row ing  
ou t o f th is  h is to ric  basis, even a t the present 
tim e, can be o f a bourgeois progressive nature, 
a w a r fo r  na tiona l libe ra tion .

.fjno  glance a t the present w a r, conceived as 
a con tinua tion  o f the po licy  o f the “ g re a t” 
na tions and th e ir  fundam enta l classes, shows 
th a t the opin ion which ju s tifie s  “ defense o f the 
fa th e rla n d ”  in  the present w a r is fa lse, hypo
c r it ic a l and in  g la r in g  con trad ic tion  to the h is
to r ic  f a c ts . . . ' . .

W H A T  IS  S O C IA L -C H A U V IN IS M ?

Social-chauvin ism  is adherence to the idea 
o f “ defending the fa th e r la n d ”  in  the present 
w ar. F rom  th is  idea fo llow s  repud ia tion  o f the 
class s trugg le  in  w a r tim e, v o tin g  fo r  m il ita ry  
appropria tions, etc. In  practice the social 
chauvin ists conduct an a n ti-p ro le ta ria n  bourge
ois po licy, because in  practice they ins is t no t on 
the  "defense o f the fa th e rla n d ”  in  the sense o f 
f ig h tin g  against the oppression o f a fo re ign  
nation , bu t upon the “ r ig h t "  o f one o r the other 
o f the “ g re a t”  nations to rob the colonies and 
oppress o the r peoples. The socia l-chauvin ists 
fo llo w  the bourgeosie in  deceiving the people 
by saying th a t the war. is conducted fo r  the 
defense o f the  freedom  and the existence o f 
the na tions; thus they pu t themselves on the 
side o f the bourgeoisie aga inst the p ro le ta ria t.

Y. I. Lenin

To the socia l-chauvin ists belong those who 
ju s t i fy  and idealize the governm ent and the 
bourgeoisie o f one o f the be llige ren t groups 
o f nations, as w e ll as those who, lik e  K au tsky, 
recognize the equal r ig h t  o f the Socialists o f a ll 
be llige ren t nations to  “ defend the fa th e r la n d .” 
Social-chauvin ism , being in  practice a defense 
o f the priv ileges, pre rogatives, robberies and 
violence o f  “ one’s ow n”  (o r any o the r) im - 
p e ra lis t bourgeoisie, is a to ta l be traya l o f a ll 
S ocia lis t conviction and a v io la tio n  o f the de
cisions o f  the In te rn a tio n a l Socia list Congress 
in  Basle (1912, Ed.). . . .

M ASS S U F F E R IN G  IN C R E A S E D

The w a r has undoubtedly created the acutest 
crises and has inc red ib ly  in tensified the s u ffe r
ings o f the masses. The reactionary  character 
o f th is  w ar, the shameless lie  of the bourgeosie 
o f a ll countries which covers its  p reda to ry  aims 
w ith  "n a tio n a l"  ideology, a ll th is  in ev ita b ly  
creates, on the basis o f an objective revo lu 
tio n a ry  s itua tion , revo lu tiona ry  sentim ents in 
the masses. O ur du ty  is to help make these 
sentim ents conscious, to deepen them and give 
them fo rm . The only correct expression o f th is  
task is the slogan “ T u rn  the im p e ria lis t w ar 
in to  c iv il w a r .” A l l  consistent class s trugg le  in 
tim e o f w a r, a ll "m ass ac tio n " earnestly con
ducted m ust in ev ita b ly  lead to th is . We cannot 
know w hether in  the f ir s t  o r in the second 
im p e ria lis t w a r between the g rea t nations,- 
whether du rin g  c r a fte r  it ,  a s trong  revo lu tion 
ary  movem ent w ill f la re  up. W hatever the 
case may be, i t  is our absolute du ty  system 
a tic a lly  and u n flin c h in g ly  to w ork in th a t p a r t
icu la r d irection - . . .

A  mass sentim ent fo r  peace o ften expresses 
the beg inn ing o f a p ro test, an in d ig na tion  and 
a consciousness o f  the reac tiona ry  na ture  o f 
the w ar. I t  is  the du ty  o f a ll Social-Dem ocrats 
to take advantage o f th is  sentim ent. They w ill 
take the m ost a rden t p a rt in  every movement 
and in every dem onstra tion made on th is  basis, 
bu t they w il l  no t deceive the people by assum
in g  th a t in the absence o f a revo lu tiona ry  
movem ent i t  is possible to  have peace w ithou t 
annexations; w ith o u t oppression o f nations, 
w ith o u t robbery, w ith o u t p la n tin g  the seed o f 
new wars among the present governm ents and 
the ru lin g  classes. Such deception would on ly 
p lay  in to  the hands o f the secret d iplom acy o f 
the be llige ren t countries and th e ir  counter
revo lu tiona ry  plans. W hoever wishes a durable 
and dem ocratic peace m ust be fo r  c iv il w a r 
aga inst the governm ents and the bourgeoisie.

Socialism  and W ar, A ugust, 1915.

Pacifism Separates Anti-W ar Fight 
From Struggle Against Capitalism

In  norm al tim es, m ost people, 
in  th e ir  own minds and wishes, 
are undoubtedly aga inst war. 
How  could i t  be otherw ise? No 
one likes to  got shot, mangled, 
gassed, drowned. No one likes to 
have h is friends  and fa m ily  k i l 
led o r wounded. No one likes a ll 
the  in terfe rences w ith  p riva te  
l i fe  and lib e r ty  wh ich w ar brings 
about.

T h is  a lm ost un iversa l fee ling  is 
the s ta rt in g  po in t and the 
s tre n g th  o f pacifism . A nd , since 
th is  fee lin g  aga inst w a r is 
“ good” and " r ig h t , ” since i t  cor
responds. to m an’s hopes and 
ideals, i t  is also the reason w hy 
the pac ifis t movement is fe l t  to 
have a k ind o f “ m ora l superio r
i t y , ” w h y  pacifists are usua lly  
looked upon as "h igh -m ind ed " 
and “ noble.”

The P ac ifis t A rgum en t

Pacifism  argues as fo l lo w s . 
M ost men are against w a r and 
fo r  peace; there fore , i f  we can 
u n ite  in  an organized movem ent 
a ll those who are aga inst w ar 
and fo r  peace, we w il l  be able to 
p reven t w a r and m a in ta in  peace. 
W e w i l l  no t ask agreem ent on 
any other po in t. We w ill no t de
mand a common po in t o f view  
tow a rd  the class s trugg le  o f trade 
unions, tow ard  re lig io n  o r p h ilo 
sophy o r m o ra lity . We w il l  get. 
everyone together twho is fo r  
peace and against w ar.

Qn th is  basis, lav^e. pacifis t 
jndvem ents arise. There are m any

in  th is  coun try  and they are in 
creasing in  size as the cris is  
deepens.

In  the  f irs t  place, there are the 
o rgan iza tions w h ich are d ire c tly  
bourgeois in  o rig in , con tro l and 
financing. These include such 
groups as the W omen’s In te rn a 
tio n a l League fo r  Peace and 
Freedom, W orld  Peaceways, the 
F e llow sh ip  o f Reconciliation, etc. 
M any o f these groups have la rge 
memberships and w ea lthy  backers' 
They have lobbies in  W ashington, 
and c a rry  on la rge  scale propa
ganda.

In  The Labor Movement

There are, secondly, the orga
nizations w h ich are p a r tly  w o rd 
ing-class in  o rig in , composition, 
financing and con tro l— though the 
m em bership o f these is seldom 
i f  ever predom inan tly  p ro le ta rian . 
These include conspicuously the 
S ta lin is t dom inated Am erican 
League fo r  Peace and Demo
cracy ( fo rm e rly  the A m erican 
League aga inst W ar and Fasc
is m ); and more recently  the Keep 
A m erica  O ut o f W ar Com m ittee, 
sponsored by the Socialists and 
the Lovestoneites.

There is  a common fea tu re  in 
a ll o f these organ izations, who
ever o rig ina tes  or contro ls th e m : 
A l l  o f them  advocate a program  
aga inst w ar which is separated 
from  a program  against ca p ita l
ism.

T h is  is the key to  an under
stand ing  o f the  na tu re  o f p a c k

fism : Pacifism  divorces the s tru g 
g le  aga inst w a r fro m  the s tru g 
gle  (against cap ita lism . P pc ifis t 
o rgan iza tions d if fe r  among them 
selves in innum erable o ther 
fea tures, bu t they  are a ll a like  
in  th is .

Th is fundam enta l character
is t ic  is likew ise  the exp lanation 
o f the fa ta l,  hopeless, and in the 
la s t analysis treacherous e rro r 
o f pacifism .

The Roots o f W ar

W ars arc not fo u g h t in  the 
modern w o rld  because “ people 
w an t w a r.”  I f  so the problem 
would be sim ple. Indeed, the 
problem  would a lready be solv
ed, since people do not w an t w ar. 
B u t w ars  come nonetheless.

W ars are fo u g h t because the 
g re a t powers cannot susta in 
th e ir  na tiona l boundaries; be
cause they m ust seek new com
m od ity  m arke ts, new sources of 
ra w  m ateria ls , new fields fo r  in 
vestments, o r m ust go down to 
economic destruction .

B u t these inescapable needs, 
opera ting  w ith in  a ll o f the g reat 
im p e r ia lis t powers, f lo w  neces
s a r ily  fro m  the inne r con flic ts  o f 
ca p ita lis t economy its e lf.  The 
causes o f  w a r are an inseparable 
p a r t o f cap ita lism . So long as 
causes are present, the  e ffec t w ill 
fo llo w . So long then, as ca p ita l
ism  endures, wars w i l l  period
ic a lly  be fou gh t. To rem ove the 
e ffec t, the cause m ust be e lim in 
ated. To ge t r id  o f w a r, capita l-,

Rosa Luxemburg

The Meaning of Pacifism
Rosa Luxemburg, co-leader with Karl Liebknecht 

of the German Spartalcusbund, was one of that small, 
valiant band of revolutionary internationalists ivho 
raised their voices against the imperialist slaughter of 
1914-18. For her devotion to \the cause of the socialist 
revolution, her refusal to join the social-patriots of'the 
Second International hi aiding the imperialists to pro
secute the robber ivar, Rosa paid with her life. To
gether with Karl Liebknecht she icas foully murdered 
on January 15, 1919, by the German government at 
whose head stood the social-patriotic traitors Ebert* 
Noske and Scheidcmann. The ideas embodied in the 
following brief article by Rosa Luxemburg, written 
three years prior to the commencement of the World 
War, must be assimilated by every worker who is 
anxious to struggle, and struggle effectively, against 
the new imperialist slaughter which, is now impend
ing.—Ed.

The friends of peace in bourgeois circles believe 
that world peace and disarmament can be realized with
in the framework of the present social order, whereas 
we, who base ourselves on the materialistic conception 
of history and on scientific socialism, are convinced 
that militarism can only be abolished from the world 
with the destruction of the capitalist state . . . The 
bourgeois friends of peace are endeavoring—and from 
their point of view this is perfectly logical and explic
able—to invent all sorts of “ practical”  projects for 
gradually restraining militarism, and are naturally in
clined to consider every outward apparent sign of a 
tendency towards peace as the genuine article, to take 
every expression of the ruling diplomacy in this vein 
at its word, to exaggerate i t  into a basis for earnest 
activity.

The Social-Democrats (read revolutionary social
ists—Ed.) on the other hand, must consider it  their 
duty in this matter, just as in all matters of social 
criticism, to expose the bourgeois attempts to restrain 
militarism as p itifu l half-meastires and the expressions 
of such sentiments on the part of the governing circles 
as diplomatic make-believe, and to oppose the bour
geois claims and pretences with the ruthless analysis 
of capitalist rea lity .. . .

Militarism in both its forms—as war and as arm
ed peace—is a legitimate child, a logical result of capi
talism, which can only be overcome with the destruc
tion of capitalism, and hence whoever honestly desires 
world peace and liberation from the tremendous burden 
of armaments must also desire socialism. Only in this 
way can real Social-Democratic enlightenment and re
cruiting be carried on in connection with the armaments 
debate.

This work, however, w ill be rendered somewhat 
difficult and the attitude of the Social-Democrats w ill 
become obscure and vacillating, if, by some strange ex
change of roles, our party tries, on the contrary, to 
convince the bourgeois state that it  can quite well lim it 
armaments and bring about peace and that it  can do 
this from its own standpoint, from that of a capitalist 
class state.

—Leipziger Volkszeitung, May 6-8,1911.

Karl Liebknecht

THE ENEMY IS IN YOUR 
OWN COUNTRY!

But to learn and not forget applies also, and above 
all, to the heroic struggle against the war which our 
Italian comrades waged and are still waging. They 
fight with their press, with meetings, with street corner 
gatherings. They fight with revolutionary strength and 
courage, opposing their bodies and their lives to the 
raging impact of the waves of nationalism whipped up 
by the government. Their struggle is worthy of our 
enthusiastic felicitations. Let their spirit be our model. 
May it become the pattern for the International . . .

The absurd watchword, “ see. it  through,”  was dis
astrous; it  can lead only deeper into the maelstrom of 
destruction. International proletarian class struggle 
against the international imperialist mangling of the 
people is the command of the hour.

The main enemy of the German people is in Germany: 
German imperialism, the German war party, German 
secret diplomacy. The German people must wage a 
political struggle against this enemy in its own country, 
in conjunction with the struggle of the proletarians of 
other countries against their own imperialists . . .

The enemies of the working class rely upon the for
getfulness of the masses; take heed, that their reliance 
may be groundless! They speculate on the forbearance 
of the masses—but we raise the stormy c ry :

How much longer are the imperialist gamblers going 
to abuse the patience of the people? Enough of butchery! 
Down with the war-mongers on both sides of the border!

The slaughter of the people must end!
Proletarians of all countries! Follow the heroic ex

ample of your Italian brothers! Unite for the inter
national class war against the conspiracy of secret dip
lomacy, against imperialism, against the war, for a 
socialist peace!

The main enemy is in your own country!
■—From the leaflet issued on the occasion of Ita ly ’s into 

the war.

ism  m ust f irs t  be g o t r id  of.

E lim ina te  the Cause

I f  someone wishes to ge t rid  
o f hangovers, i t  would dp him  
no good to un ite  everyone who 
did no t like  hangovers. No one 
likes them. The on ly m ean ing fu l 
cam paign aga ins t hangovers 
would be the cam paign against 
g e ttin g  too d runk the n ig h t be
fo re ; to do aw ay w ith  the e ffec t, 
you m ust e lim ina te  the cause.

Jus t so w ith  pacifism . A t its  
very  best, pacifism  is com plete ly 
and necessarily ine ffec tua l in  the 
s tru g g le  aga inst w ar. Pacifism

leaves the causes o f w a r a lto 
ge ther untouched. I t  can do no
th in g  the re fo re , to  p reven t o r 
even to h inder w a r. A l l  the ideal
ism  o f a ll the pacifis ts— and some 
o f them  undoubtedly have, from  
a ' personal po in t o f v iew , the 
highest ideals —  is absolute ly 
helpless.

Really A ids W ar-M akers

B u t th is  is the lesser h a lf  o f
the s to ry . Pacifism  is no t m ere ly
ine ffec tua l in  the s trugg le  aga inst
wav; in  practice  i t  aids the w a r
and the w ar-m akers. Th is is, fo r
m any, a hard t r u th  to  digest, bu t ' *

Leon Trotsky

DEMOCRACY, PACIFISM 
A N D  IMPERIALISM

(The fo llo w in g  a rtic le  on pacifism  was w r i t 
ten by Leon T ro tsky  in the th ird  year o f the 
im p e ria lis t w o rld  w ar and published o r ig in a lly  
in “ Vperiod,”  a Russian revo lu tiona ry  organ, 
on June 30, 1917. I ts  tim eliness today, on the 
eve o f a new w orld  war, when the pacifis ts arc 
p lay in g  th e ir o ld  game o f s ide track ing  the w o rk 
ers from  the revo lu tiona ry  a n ti-w a r s trugg le , 
is more than apparent.— Ed.).

There have never been so m any pacifis ts  as 
a t th is  moment, when people are s la y ing  each 
o ther on a ll the g re a t h ighw ays o f our p lanet.

Each epoch has no t on ly its  own technology 
and p o litica l fo rm , bu t also 'its ow n s ty le  o f 
hypocrisy. T im e was when the nations destroy
ed each other fo r  the  g lo ry  o f C h ris t’s teach
ings and the love o f one’s neighbor. Now  
C h ris t is invoked on ly by backward govern
ments. The advanced nations cu t each other's 
th roa ts  under the banner o f pacifism . . . a 
league o f na tions and a durable peace. Keren
sky and T se re te lli shout fo r  an o ffensive  in the 
name o f an “ e a rly  conclusion o f peace.”

There is no Juvena l fo r  th is  epoch, to  depict 
i t  w ith  b it in g  sa tire . Y e t we are forced to 
adm it th a t even the m ost p o w e rfu l would ap
pear weak and in s ig n ifica n t in  the presence o f 
b la ta n t baseness and c r in g in g  s tu p id ity , two 
o f the elements w h ich  have been released by 
the present w ar.

T H E  ROOTS OF P A C IF IS M

Pacifism  springs f ro m  the same h is to rica l 
roo ts as democracy. The bourgeoisie made a 
g ig a n tic  e f fo r t  to  ra tio na lize  hum an re la tions, 
th a t is, to supp lan t a b lind  and s tup id  t ra d i
t ion  by a system o f c r it ic a l reason. The gu ild  
res tr ic tio ns  on in d u s try , class priv ileges, 
m onarchic autocracy— these were the tra d it io n 
al heritage o f the m iddle ages. Bourgeois de
mocracy demanded legal eq ua lity , fre e  com
p e titio n  and pa rlia m e n ta ry  methods in the con
duct o f pub lic  a ffa irs .

N a tu ra lly  its  n a tion a lis tic  c r ite r ia  were ap
p lied  also in  the fie ld  o f in te rn a tio n a l re la tions. 
Here i t  h it  upon w a r, w h ich appeared to i t  as 
a method o f so lv ing  questions th a t was a com
plete denial o f a ll “ reason.”  So bourgeois de
m ocracy began to p o in t ou t to  the nations—  
w ith  tongues o f . poesy, m ora l philosophy and 
ce rtified  accounting— th a t they  would p ro fit  
more by establishm ent o f a condition o f  e terna l 
peace. Such were the lo g ica l roo ts  o f bourge
ois pacifism .

From  the tim e  o f i ts  b ir th  pacifism  was a f
f lic te d , however, w ith  a  fundam enta l defect, one 
w h ich  is cha racte ris tic  o f bourgeois democra
cy; its  po in ted c ritic ism s  addressed themselves 
to  the surface o f p o lit ic a l phenomena, no t da r
in g  to penetra te to  th e ir  economic causes.

T H E  ID E A  OF “ E T E R N A L  P E A C E ”

A t  the hands o f c a p ita lis t re a lity , the idea 
o f e terna l peace, on the basis o f a “ reason
able”  agreem ent, has fa re d  even more badly 
than the ideas o f lib e rty , eq ua lity  and f ra te rn i
ty . F o r cap ita lism , when i t  ra tiona lized  in 
d u s tria l conditions, did not ra tio na lize  the social 
o rgan iza tion  o f ownership, and thus prepared 
ins trum en ts  o f destruction  such as even the 
“ barbarous”  m iddle ages never dreamed of.

The constant em b itte rm en t o f in te rna tiona l 
re la tions and the ceaseless g ro w th  o f m ilita r is m  
com ple te ly underm ined the basis o f re a lity  
under the fe e t o f pacifism . Y e t i t  was fro m  
these ve ry  th in gs  th a t pacifism  took a new lease 
on life , a l i fe  w h ich  d iffe re d  fro m  its  e a rlie r

Leon Trotsky
phase as the blood and pu rp le  sunset d if fe r  
fro m  the rosy-fingered dawn . . . .  

T heo re tica lly  and p o lit ic a lly , pac ifism  stands 
on the same founda tion  as does the the o ry  o f 
the harm ony o f socia l in te rests . The antago
nisms between ca p ita lis t nations have the same 
economic roots as the antagonism s between the 
classes. And i f  we ad m it the  p o ss ib ility  o f 
a progressive b lu n tin g  o f the edge o f the class 
s trugg le , i t  requires b u t a s ing le  step fu r th e r  
to accept a g radua l so ften ing  and regu la ting , 
o f in te rn a tio n a l re la tions. The source o f the 
ideology o f democracy, w ith  a ll its  tra d itio n s  
and illus ions, is the p e tty  b o u rg e o is ie ..............

" I F  W A R  S H O U LD  CO M E . . . ”

(W illia m  Jennings) B ryan  rash ly  and n o is ily  
expressed the n a tu ra l aversion o f the fa rm ers  
and o f the “ sm a ll m an”  genera lly  to a ll such 
th in g s  as w o rld -po licy , m il ita ry  service and 
h igher taxes. Y et, a t the  same tim e  th a t he 
was sending wagon-loads o f pe titions , as w e ll 
as deputations, to  his pa c ifis t colleagues a t the 
head o f  the governm ent, B ryan  did  eve ry th ing  
in h is power to  break the re vo lu tio n a ry  edge 
o f the whole movement.

/ ’ I f  w ar should come,”  B ryan  telegraphed on 
the occasion o f  an a n ti-w a r m eeting in  Chicago... 
“ we w il l  a ll support the governm ent o f course; 
y e t a t th is  m om ent i t  is our sacred d u ty  to 
do a ll in our power to preserve the na tion  fro m  
the horror's o f w a r .”

These few  words conta in  the en tire  p rogram  
o f p e tty  bourgeois pacifism : “ to  do eve ry th ing  
in o u r power aga inst w a r”  means to  a ffo rd  the 
voice o f popu la r in d ig na tion  an ou tle t in  the 
fo rm  o f harm less dem onstra tion , a f te r  having 
p rev iously  g iven the  governm ent a guarantee 
th a t i t  w i l l  meet w ith  no serious opposition, in  
case o f w ar, fro m  the pa c ifis t fac tion .

O ffic ia l pacifism  could have desired no th ing  
be tte r. I t  could now g ive sa tis fa c to ry  assur
ance o f 'im pe ria lis tic  “ preparedness.”  A f te r  
B ry a n ’s own declaration , on ly  one th in g  was 
necessary to  dispose o f h is  no isy opposition to  
w a r, and th a t was, s im p ly , to declare w a r. And 
B ryan  ro lled  r ig h t  over in to  the governm ent 
camp. A nd no t on ly  the p e tty  bourgeoisie, bu t 
also the broad masses o f the w orkers, said to 
themselves: " I f  our governm ent, w ith  such an 
outspoken pa c ifis t as W jilson as its  head, de
clares w a r, and i f  even B ryan  supports the 
governm ent in  the w a r, i t  m ust be an unavo id
able and righ teous w a r. . . . ”  I t  is now evident 
w hy the sanctim onious, Q uaker-like  pacifism  o f 
the bourgeois demagogues is in  such h igh  fa vo r 
in  financia l and w a r in d u s try  circles.

Sowing Illusions, Pacifism Leaves 
Masses Helpless In  Face of W ar

there is no g e ttin g  around it .
The people w a n t to s trugg le  

aga ins t w a r. The t ru th  is th a t 
the on ly  w ay to  f ig h t aga inst 
w a r is to  f ig h t aga inst the ca
p ita lis m  w hich causes i t ;  and to 
f ig h t aga ins t cap ita lism  means to  
c a rry  on the class s trugg le  fo r

I t  becomes a w a r o f "defense 
aga inst aggression,”  a w a r to 
uphold the "s a n c tity  o f tre a tie s ” 
o r " in te rn a tio n a l m o ra lity .”  M ost 
iro n ic  o f a ll, i t  becomes a w a r 
to  defend Peace! Since pacifism  
has made no analysis o f the tru e  
causes o f w a r, does no t face the

w o rke rs ’ power and fo r  s o c ia l- j fa c t  th a t a ll im p e r ia lis t w ars are 
ism . fo u g h t to  serve one o r another

Pacifism  hides th is  tru th . I t  set o f im p e ria lis t in terests, i t
exp lo its  the a n ti-w a r fee lings of 
the masses by leading those fee l
ings in to  illu so ry  and ine ffec tive  
paths, thus aw ay fro m  the on ly 
path o f genuine s trugg le  against 
w a r. A s a resu lt o f th is , fu r th e r, 
when the w a r comes— as i t  w i l l  
in  sp ite  o f the pacifis ts— the 
masses be liev ing in pacifism  are 
le f t  helpless in the face o f  the

and those who fo llo w  its  ideas, 
accept and advocate the w a r in 
the lig h t  o f  these slogans.

The pacifis ts in E ngland were 
organized in to  the "League of 
N a tions U n ion ." Since the Ita lia n  
invasion o f E th iop ia , th is  Union 
has been the loudest force in 
Eng land dem anding, in e ffec t, w a r 
aga inst G reat B r ita in ’s r iv a l im -

w a r. The whale pac ifis t move- pe ria lism — in  the name, o f course, 
m ent collapses w ith  the f irst ' o f the League, secu rity , and the
s trong  breath o f the w a r machine. 
The im p e ria lis ts  find no res is t
ance, and they ride ahead rough
shod.

T u rn  In to  Support

maintenance o f peace.
The same th in g  is happening 

ra p id ly  in  th is  country. The 
bourgeois paa ifis t o rgan iza tions 
“ ob jec t”  to  the B ig  N avy B il l;  
b u t th e ir  representatives a ll pro-

S t ill worse. Pacifism  its e lf  | tes t th e ir  w illingness  to  "d e fe n d ’ 
o ften , indeed u s u a lly ,.b y  an a l
m ost insensible tra n s itio n , is
transfo rm ed in to  p a trio tis m  and 
soc ia l-pa trio tism , in to  suppo rt o f 
the w a r. The experience o f the 
la s t w a r shows th a t th is  is w hat

the coun try  aga inst "agg ress ion .” 

The Social P a trio ts

There was m ore than symbol 
ism  in  the change o f name o f 
the Am erican League. The Sta-

happens. The im p e ria lis ts  them - lin is ts  were thereby p re pa ring
selves take over the  pac ifis t 
slogans as the means fo r  ju s t i fy 
ing—-not w a r “ in  gene ra l"—  bu t 
the p a rtic u la r w a r w h ich  they 
p lan to  f ig h t.

the m inds o f members, who had 
jo ined in  order to  w o rk  "a ga ihs t 
w ar and fasc ism ," to  support 
p o s itive ly  a  w a r declared ostens
ib ly  under the slogan o f “ fo r

peace and dem ocracy"— w hich is, 
o f  course, the slogan under w h ich 
Roosevelt also prepares fo r  w ar.

The Keep A m erica  O ut o f W ar 
Com m ittee shows and m ust show 
the  same tendency. F rom  its  
p la tfo rm , m a jo r generals and 
Congressmen and labo r bureau
crats, ostensib ly ta lk in g  aga inst 
w a r in  general and “ w ars o f ag
g ression," end up th e ir  speeches 
w ith  declarations o f lo y a lty  to 
the im p e ria lis t governm ent o f 
fche U n ited  States, and prom ises 
to defend th a t governm ent when 
the tim e  comes.

T h is  is w hy  re vo lu tio n a ry  so
c ia lis ts  are compelled no t to  be 
in d iffe re n t to pacifism . In  sp ite  
o f the in d iv idua l good w i l l  o f 
m any o r most pacifists, pacifism  
as a movement and a p rogram  
is reactionary , is a servant o f 
im peria lism . I t  is no t a weapon 
aga ins t w a r, bu t a dangerous 
and b it te r  enemy o f the revo lu
tio n a ry  s tru g g le  aga inst w ar. I t  
m ust be exposed and fo u g h t a- 
ga inst. We m ust te ll the t ru th  
about w a r. There is no o ther w a j.

HO W  TO F IG H T  W A R  '
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Woodrow Wilson, In Four Installments

How He Led Us To War
August 18. 1914, W oodrow W il

son declared:

“ The e ffe c t o f the w a r upon 
the U n ited States w ill depend up
on w ha t the A m erican citizens 
say and do. E ve ry  man who re a l
ly  loves A m erica w il l  ac t and 
speaks in  the tru e  s p ir it  o f neu
t r a l i ty ,  w h ich  is the s p ir it  o f im 
p a r t ia l ity  and fa irness and fr ie n d 
liness to a ll concerned.’’

M arch, 5, 1917, W a lte r H ines 
Page, U n ited  States ambassador 
a t London, w ro te  in a confiden
t ia l le tte r  to  President W ilson: 

“ Perhaps ou r go ing to w a r is 
the  on ly w ay in which our p re
sent preem inent trade position 
can be m ainta ined and a panic 
avei’ted. The subm arine has ad
ded the la s t item  to the danger 
o f un ce rta in ty  about our being 
draw n in to  the w a r, no m ore con
siderable c red it can be p riv a te ly  
placed in the U n ited  States and 
a collapse m ay come in the mean
tim e .”

A p r i l 2. 1917, W oodrow W ilson 
addressed Congress on the “ N e
cessity o f W ar against Germa
n y : ”

“ We are glad • now th a t we 
see the fac ts  w ith  no veil o f false 
pretense about them, to f ig h t thus

fo r  the u ltim a te  peace o f the 
w o rld  and fo r  the libe ra tion  of 
its  peoples, the German people 
included: fo r  the r ig h ts  o f na
tions g re a t and sm all and the 
p r iv ile g e  o f men everywhere to 
choose th e ir  way o f l i fe  and o f 
obedience. The w o rld  m ust be 

I made safe fo r  democracy. Its  
| peace m ust be planted upon the 
tested foundations o f po litica l 

| l ib e r ty . ’’
1919. W oodrow W ilson stated 

in a speech a t St. Louis:
“ W hy, my- fe llow s c itizens, is 

I the re  any man here o r any 
wom an, le t me say is there any 
ch ild  here, who does not know 

j th a t the seed o f w a r in the 
I modern w o rld  is in d u s tria l and 
com m ercia l r iv a lry  ? The real 

I reason th a t the  w a r th a t we have 
| ju s t finished took place was th a t 

Germ any was a fra id  her com-, 
m ercia l r iv a ls  were go ing to get 
the be tte r o f her, and the reason 
w hy some nations w ent in to  the 
w a r aga inst Germ any was th a t 

j  they tho ugh t Germ any would get 
¡the com m ercial advantage o f 
them. The seed o f the jealousy, 
the seed o f the deep-seated hatred 
was hot, successful com m ercial 
and in d u s tria l w a r. I t  was not 
a po litica l w a r.”

Roosevelt-Hull Heading 
Toward New World War

MINNEAPOLIS VETS TAKE 
MILITANT ANTI WAR STAND

The fo llo w in g  resolution was adopted a t a 
m eeting of several hundred w ar veterans in 
D rive rs  H a ll, M inneapolis, on M arch 12, under 
the auspices o f the Federal W orkers Veterans 
Committee.

W H E R E A S  we, w a r veterans o f the W orld  
W ar, were taken in by the 1917 hys te ria  to 
"M ake  the W orld Safe fo r  Dem ocracy,”  on ly 
to  find th a t our comrades and bro thers died, 
as did tens o f m illio ns  o f our so-called "ene
mies,”  not to make life  fu lle r' and happ ier fo r  
hu m an ity  but solely fo r  opposing groups o f 
in te rn a tio n a l Bankers, and

W H E R E A S  those same in te rests since 191.7 
have continuously seized upon every means and 
p re te x t to  beat down and avoid every vestige 
o f compensation o r com fo rt fo r  us or fo r  our 
dependents and to amass fo r  themselves g rea t 
w ealth and power in to ta l d isregard o f no t on ly 
ourselves b u t o f the en tire  w o rk ing  class o f 
people— everywhere, and

R A V A G E S  OF DEPR ESSIO N 
W H E R E A S  the su ffe r in g , m a ln u tr it io n , 

human wastage, perversion o f you th , domestic 
wreckage and in d u s tr ia l chaos o f the depres
sion in Am erica  were cold-bloodedly unloaded 
upon tire w orkers d u rin g  Hoover’s ad m in is tra 
tio n ; and the Roosevelt ad m in is tra tion  scarcely 
provided su ffic ien t re lie f;  and a new depression 
is upon us w h ich the N a tion a l A d m in is tra tio n  
“ answers”  w ith  a g ig a n tic  arm am ent program  
instead o f w ith  pub lic  w orks and re lie f, and 

W H E R E A S  ne ithe r we nor the Chinese mas
ses can, in view  o f our experiences as veterans, 
expect arty more humane tre a tm e n t nor be tte r 
liv in g s  fro n t Am erican im p e ria lis ts  than fro m  
Japanese, B r it is h  o r any other- cap ita lis ts  since 
a ll are equally bent upon p reserv ing and in -

Corrtinued fro m  page 1A

ations m ay go fo rw a rd  sm ooth ly 
and u n in te rru p te d ly , so th a t 
mass opposition to  w a r m ay be 
canalized in to  stream s w hich are 
harm less to  the war-makers.

T ha t is w hy , fin a lly , the social- 
p a trio ts  in the ranks o f the w o rk 
in g  class, w ith  the S ta lin is ts  out 
ahead, g row  more and more vo- 
c ife rouc  and reveal themselves 
ever more opetrly as the defend
ers o f bourgeois p ro pe rty , ene
mies o f the w o rke rs ’ s trugg le  a- 
ga in s t w a r, defenders o f the im 
p e ria lis t fa the rland .

C apita lism  S tifled

The com ing period w ill add 
considerably to the already -im
posing w e ig h t o f evidence th a t 
“ dem ocratic,”  “ p e a c e -lov in g ”  
Am erican im peria lism  is p repa r
ing , p repa ring  consciously, and 
w ith  a ll possible speed, to  figh t 
fo r  its  position as the w o rld ’s

grea test im p e r ia lis t power— to 
engage in  a robber w a r against 
its  riva ls , fo r  the subjection o f 
backward peoples, fo r  contro l o f 

1 a t least a goodly po rtion  o f the 
earth .

C ap ita lism  in the U n ited States 
is s t i f l in g  w ith in  its  ra tio n a l 
boundaries. The economic crisis 
long- ago gave w a rn in g  th a t 
Am erican cap ita lism  m ust ex
pand those boundaries, capture 
new m arkets and fields o f invest
m ent, o r res ign  its e lf  to per
m anent decay.

Jus t as the exp lo ite rs w i l l  not 
ge t o f f  the backs o f the w orkers 
u n til they -are th row n  o f f— so, 
too, they w i l l  no t watch then- 
system decay and die w h ile  there 
are . r iv a ls  whose te rr ito r ie s  

I  m arkets and p ro fits  .can be snatch 
ed. T h a t is w hy  Am erican im  

I peria lism  w il l  and m ust go to 
j w ar. T ha t is w hy the po licy o f 
the Roosevelt governm ent is head- 

] ed d ire c tly  tow ard  w ar.

creasing th e ir  own power, and
W H E R E A S  A m erica ’s vast na tu ra l resources, 

sc ientific  processes and com petent m anpower 
are ample fo r  the unprecedented w e ll-be ing o f 
every man, woman and ch ild  w ith o u t resort to 
w a r; in sharp con trast to  the social suicide and 
ba rba ric  reversion w h ich  would now resu lt from  
a M AJO R W A R  OF CO NQ UEST as forecast 
by Roosevelt’s words and deeds,

T H E R E F O R E  BE IT  R E S O LV E D  BY T H E  
W O R LD  W A R  V E T E R A N S  OF M IN N E A 
P O LIS :

1. That in view o f our experiences we now 
warn the younger generation against the false 
propaganda o f "dem ocracy”  and “ peace-loving 
nations,”  which is hut a th in  sugarcoating fo r 
the fa ta l p ill o f im p e ria lis t conquest;

2. T h a t we now call upon a ll veterans and 
th e ir  organizations, and a ll other workers to  
active ly  oppose a ll war preparations o f th is  
country and to demand the im m ediate re tu rn  
to Am erica o f a ll Am erican forces in the Far 
East ;

3. That we demand o f Congress the com
plete defeat o f the Sheppard-M ay B il l;

4. That we now demand o f Congress and 
thé A dm in is tra tion  the im m ediate d iversion o f 
a ll naval and m ilita ry  funds to  U N E M P L O Y 
M E N T  R E L IE F ;

5. T ha t we here and now declare th a t we 
are ready and w illin g  to  figh t again hut on ly 
in support o f Labor’s de term ination  to release 
the wheels o f indus try  and resume the accelerat
ing production o f needs and com forts  o f life , 
and fo r thç p le n tifu l d is tr ib u tio n  and peaceful 
use and enjoym ent . the reof BY  A L L  T H E  
W O R KERS A N D  T H E IR  D E A R  ONES.

William Green Ready 
To Sub For Gompers

Has Already Announced 
Support of Roosevelt 

War Prograpi

‘ ‘ K e e p  A m erica  O ut of W a r ,”  
Asks New Committee; But How?

Lessons of Last W ar 
Must Not Be Forgotten

Continued from  page 1A

W h ile  the E ng lish  a rm y  had l i t 
t le  troub le  from  m utinous troops, 
the  w idespread s trikes  and d is
content a t home made i t  perilous 
to  re c ru it  new troops fo r  fe a r 
o f con tam ina ting  the a rm y  w ith  
the  rebellious s p ir it  o f the in 
d u s tria l w orkers.

E n tire  reg im ents o f the French 
a rm y  refused to  take the o ffens
ive, saying th a t they would on ly 
enter the trenches to hold o f f  
the enemy bu t not to  advance. 
The plans o f the French general 
s ta f f  fo r  an offensive had to be 
abandoned u n t il e ffo rts  could be 
made to rebu ild  the m orale o f the 
troops. M iss Stein quotes a le tte r  
o f Col. House o f June 30, 191.7, 
on th is  po in t:

“ I  see evidence o f a ll the 
be llige ren ts  weakening, and the 
crack ing process be ing ac tive ly  
at work. M y le tte rs  from  France 
ind ica te  tha t the condition there 
is  serious, and i t  is a question 
w hether they w ill be able to hold 
o u t du rin g  the yea r."

There fore, A m erica  to the res
cue! I f  i t  does no t suffice to  give 
the  French and B r it is h  s o ld ie r  
am m unition , then send tw o  m il
lio n  Am ericans to  Prance to  res
cue the M organ loans and Am e
r ic a ’s “ preem inent trade posi
t io n .”

The plans fo r  A m erican p a r t i
c ipa tion  were ra d ic a lly  revised. 
The m utin ies  in the French and 
B r it is h  arm ies made i t  indispens
able to re in fo rce  A m erican m un i
tions w ith  Am erican m an-power.

Ready in 1916

A  Congressional investiga tion  
o f W ar D epartm ent expenditures 
in  1919 was amazed to discover 
th a t the Council o f N a tiona l 
Defense had outlined a complete 
p lan fo r  the m ob iliza tion  o f the 
na tio n ’s resources fo r  w a r in 
1916, a year before Congress 
declared w a r. T h is  commission, 
under the leadership o f B ernard 
M . Baruch, had a lready decided 
upon the coordination o f indus
t r y ,  the con tro l o f labor, and the 
conscrip tion  o f soldiers. ( In  ac
cord w ith  th e ir  perspective o f

| A m erica ’s ro le in the  w a r they 
had decided on conscrip tion as a 
means o f l im it in g  the size o f 
the a rm y  and selecting on ly those 
not needed in in du s try .)

The N a tion a l Council provided 
fo r  the m ob iliza tion  o f in du s try  
by means o f W a r Boards upon 
w h ich  in d u s try  was represented 
by  its  D o lla r-A -Y e a r pa trio ts  
W h ile  the in d u s tria lis ts  were 
eager to serve on boards like  the 
P ric e -F ix in g  Com m ittee fo r  a 
p a ltry  $1 per year, they were less 
p a trio tic  when they tho ugh t the 
price they received was too 
low . A  num ber o f industries ab
so lu te ly  w ent on s tr ik e  aga inst 
the governm ent, re fus ing  to  m a
nu fac tu re  fo r  the governm ent 
u n t il th e ir  price  te rm s were m et 
The du Pont Company, powder 
m anufacture rs, held up plans fo r  
the construction  o f a governm ent 
powder m il l fo r  three months 
u n t il th e ir  te rm s were met.

T rea tm en t o f Labor
I

Labo r, however, was accorded 
a v a s tly  d iffe re n t tre a tm e n t i f  i t  
s tru ck  fo r  be tte r conditions. 
The re ign  o f te r ro r  aga inst the 
lum ber w orkers  o f the N o rth 
west who s truck  under the lead
ersh ip o f the I .W .W .  was car
rie d  th ro u g h  in  a fash ion th a t 
H it le r  and M usso lin i m ig h t w e ll 
envy. The sadistic ly n c h in g  o f 
F ra n k  L it t le ,  I .W . W .  o rgan izer, 
by a mob o f p a trio ts  in te n t upon 
“ m ak ing  the w o rld  safe fo r  de
m ocracy" was typ ica l o f w ha t 
w ork ingm en faced i f  they dared 
s tr ik e  aga inst in to le rab le  condi
tions. S ta tis tics  indica te how in 
to le rab le these conditions re a lly  
were. L e t those who expect pros
p e r ity  fro m  w a r ca re fu lly  s tudy 
the fo llo w in g  figu res:

T a k in g  the p re -W a r level o f 
both wages and the cost o f l iv 
in g  as 100, the Labo r D epart
m ent index records the fo llo w in g
increases:

W age Cost o f
Year Rates L iv in g
1 9 1 4 ___ . . 1 0 2 ......... 103
1 9 1 5 ___ 1 0 2 ........ . . 105.1
1 9 1 6 ___ . . 1 0 6 ........ . . 118.3
1917 . . . . . . 112 ........ . . 142,1
1918 . . . . . . 130 ........ . 174.4
Compare the  above w ith  the

The la tes t “ peace soc ie ty" is 
the “ Keep Am erica  O ut o f W ar 
C om m ittee.”  Its  p rogram  calls 
fo r  w ith d ra w a l o f Am erican 
ships and m arines fro m  China, 
no increase in  the a rm y  and 
navy, support o f the Ludlow  
Am endm ent, aga inst the Indus
t r ia l M ob iliza tion  plans, the 
s trugg le  aag inst in jus tice , un
em ploym ent, bad housing and 
pove rty  a t home, Am erican co
operation fo r  in te rna tiona l peace, 
but no w a r alliances.

The tw o  cruc ia l questions in 
any a n ti-w a r movement are:- (1 
w ha t is its  a ttitu d e  towards the 
Am erican im p e ria lis t govern
m ent; (2 ) does i t  res t p rog ram 
m a tic a lly  and o rg an iza tio na lly  on 
the w o rk in g  class movement.

A ttitu d e  Tow ard Government

Le t i t  be recalled th a t the Re
publican members o f the Senate 
N aval Com m ittee and Republic
an and Dem ocratic congress
men voted aga inst the Roosevelt 
naval p ro g ra m ; th a t m any of 
these gentlem en are in fa v o r o f 
w ith d ra w a l o f Am erican m arines 
fro m  C hina; th a t some lib e ra l 
ca p ita lis t po litic ians  are opposed 
to the Sheppard-M ay B il l,  etc. 
The d isputes over these questions 
a ie  con flic ts  w ith in  the ru lin g  
class its e lf  over which measures 
can best serve im peria lism . They 
can become points o f co n flic t bet
ween the w o rk ing  class and the 
ru lin g  class on ly i f  u tilized  in a 
p a rticu la r m anner. O therw ise the 
avowedly a n ti-w a r movement, no 
m a tte r how sincere its  adherents, 
becomes a mere pawn in im p e ria l
is t  w a r plans.

W ha t is the a ttitu d e  o f the 
“ Keep Am erica O ut o f W ar Com
m itte e " tow ards the im p e ria lis t 
governm ent? The key to th is  
question is given in  po in t five 
o f the, p rog ram : “ Am erican co
operation fo r  in te rna tiona l peace

E U G E N E  V. DEBS

The la te  leader o f the Am erican 
S ocia lis t P a rty  took an a ttitud e  
o f uncom prom ising opposition to 
the im p e ria lis t governm ent of 
the “ pa c ifis t" W ilson d u rin g  the 
W orld  W ar o f 1914-18. Jailed fo r 
h is revo lu tiona ry  a n ti-w a r ac tiv 
ity ,  Debs declared th a t he would 
f ig h t on ly  in the class w ar fo r 
the  libe ra tion  o f the workers 
from  cap ita lism .

ne t earn ings o f the U n ited  States 
Steel C orpora tion fo r  the same
years :

1914 ......... ......... $ 52,716,390
1915 ......... ......... 104,433,846
1916 ......... ......... 316,436,899
1917 ......... ......... 544,994,879
1918 ......... ........  500,808,116

Present M ob iliza tion  P lan

The lessons o f m ob iliza tion  o f 
labo r fo r  w a r have no t been fo r 
go tten  by the W ar Departm ent. 
Labor can rea lize w ha t i t  has 
a w a itin g  i t  in  the  nex t w a r fro m  
the fa c t th a t a P lann ing Commis
sion w orked fro m  1920 to 1933 
to p e rfe c t the scheme now 
known as the “ In d u s tr ia l M ob il
iza tion  P lan”  whereby the wage 
slaves o f A m erica  w il l  be sub
jected to  a m il ita ry  d iscip line th a t 
is equa lly  severe w hethe r they 
are a t the f r o n t  o r w o rk in g  in  
in du s try . M iss Stein sums up the 
plans o f the W ar D epartm ent fo r  
the reg im en ta tion  o f  labo r as 
fo llo w s :

“ A m erican La bo r’s p a rt in  the 
next w a r is fu l ly  ou tlined in the 
In d u s tr ia l M ob iliza tion  P lan 
wh ich is the resu lt o f th irte e n  
years o f s tudy in the W ar De
p a rtm e n t’s p lan n in g  d iv is ion , and 
w h ich  has the approval o f the 
Secretaries o f W a r and N avy, 
and o f p rom inen t in du s tria lis ts . 
U nder th is  P lan labo r w i l l  have 
to e ith e r w ork  o r figh t. The clas
s ifica tion  w i l l  be determ ined -in 
the f irs t  instance by actual need 
and in the second by fro m  5,000 
to  6,000 local d ra ft  boards. A s
signm ent to  one class o r another 
w i l l  be sub ject to  change a t any 
tim e. Thus anyone, who fo r  one

reason o r  another incurs the dis
pleasure o f those in a u th o rity , 
m ig h t have his sta tus changed 
and m ig h t be called to the fro n t 
on the shortest possible notice.

W ar “ Dem ocracy”

“ Thèse who w il l  be assigned 
to w o rk  w i l l  be under the direc
tion  o f a W a r Labor A d m in is tra 
tion  whose d irec to r w i l l  be “ a 
p rom inen t in d u s tr ia lis t.”  Labor 
polic ies w i l l  be fom ula ted by the 
labo r d iv is ion w ith in  the W ar 
Indus tries  A d m in is tra tio n  made 
up essentia lly  o f the same per
sonnel as the W ar Policies Board 
o f 1918. The on ly representation 
allowed labo r under th is  P lan is 
in  the A dv iso ry  Council which 
in  com position and in duties as
signed to  i t  resembles the peace
tim e  company un io n .”

To the ruthlessness o f p a trio tic  
lynch mobs w i l l  be added the e f
fic iency o f a W ar Labor A dm i
n is tra tio n . T h is  is the “ demo
cracy”  which M r. B row der asks 
the A m erican w o rk in g  class to 
defend!

M iss Stein understands the one 
fa c t w h ich  supporte rs o f the 
“ good and bad n a tio n " idea re 
fuse to  see:

“ The basic fa c t m ust be faced 
th a t  modern w a r cannot be con
ducted save by d ic ta to r ia l power, 
and the dem ocratic fram e-w ork , 
even i f  i t . is allowed to  re ta in  
its  existence and id e n tity , is  re 
legated to  a position subservient 
to  th a t held by the clique in  
a u th o r ity .”

— bu t no a lliance w ith  any na
tion  o r group o f na tions fo r  w ar, 
declared o r undeclared, under any 
name or any p re te x t.”  T h is  does 
not d if fe r  fro m  statem ents o f 
Roosevelt and H u ll. W hat does 
i t  mean concrete ly?

Spokesmen fo r  the Com m ittee 
correc tly  re jec t the S ta lin is t 
“ collective s e c u r ity ”  po licy be
cause i t  w i l l  lead to  im p e ria lis t 
war. B u t can the Am erican go
vernm ent, the -instrum ent o f im 
pe ria lism , conduct any po licy in 
the in te rests o f genuine peace 
— th a t is, against the in terests 
o f its  own m asters? W ha t fo rm  
o f "cooperation fo r  in te rna tiona l 
peace" does the Com m ittee p ro 
pose th a t would no t lead to the 
fu rthe rance  o f the w a r prepara
tion  plans o f the Roosevelt ad
m in is tra tio n  ?

The Com m ittee its e lf  does no t 
supply a c lear answer. Under its  
demand fo r  "A m e rican  in te rn a 
tiona l cooperation fo r  peace”  
diverse elements and program s 
can un ite : avowed p ro -cap ita lis t 
iso la tion is ts  l-ike Charles A . Beard 
and R obert. M. La F o lle tte , who 
believe th a t “ n e u tra l ity "  can keep 
us ou t o f w a r, shamefaced sup
porte rs o f “ economic sanctions” 
like  the Lovestoneites, as w e ll as 
the "am b iguous” pacifis ts o f the 
Norm an Thomas school.

The D iv id ing  L ine

They are a ll un ited in  the con 
v ic tio n  th a t the A m erican govern 
m ent can cooperate w ith  other 
im p e ria lis t nations fo r  peace. 
Here is a basic d iv id in g  line  bet 
ween the revo lu tiona ry  socia list 
and a ll o th e r program s against 
w a r. F o r once the class character 
o f the governm ent is los t s igh t 
o f o r denied, the rea l causes o f 
w a r, the tru e  na ture  o f a genuine 
a n ti-w a r s tru g g le  cannot be un 
derstood.

T h a t is w hy the “ Keep A m e
rica  O ut o f W ar C om m ittee” 
makes no appeal to  the w o rk in g  
class as such, to independent 
w o rke rs ’ action, to  the class 
s trugg le  aga inst the w a r plans 
o f cap ita lism . Instead -it appeals 
to  the “  c itize nsv a t la rge, irre s 
pective o f class lines, to  ra lly  
around an appa ren tly  supra-class 
m in im um  program . I t  is the re 
fo re  no t accidental th a t among 
the ch ie f spokesmen fo r  the Com
m ittee  are Robert M. La F o lle tte  
and M ajor'-General W illia m  C. 
R ivers.

The A n ti-W a r F ig h t

As aga inst such a set-tip  a 
w o rk in g  class s trugg le  ag fiin s t 
w a r m ust be in  line  w ith  the 
class s trugg le  against cap ita lism  
and the governm ent. I t  m ust be 
directed aga inst specific p ro -w ar 
measures o f the Roosevelt ad
m in is tra tio n , w ith  the a im  o f de
fe a tin g  o r ob s tru c ting  th e ir  ex
ecution by the mass actions o f 
the w orkers. I t  m ust, -im p lic itly  
or e x p lic itly , be directed against 
ca p ita lis t pa trio tism  o r lo y a lty  to 
the governm ent o f the explo iters.

The m ost e ffec tive  o rgan iza
tio n a l fo rm  o f such a movement 
is the un ited f ro n t  o f a l l labor 
organ izations, above a ll the trade 
unions. Such a movem ent would 
n o t exclude low er m iddle class 
organ izations in its  m idst o r fa i l  
to  appeal to  the lo w e r classes. 
On the con tra ry , on ly  an a n ti-

W illia m  Green, president o f 
the A m erican Federation o f La
bor, has pledged wholehearted 
support to the Roosevelt adm in
is tra t io n ’s w a r plans. " I  feel 
th a t a t th is  period, when we take 
in to  account w h a t is happening 
in te rn a tio n a lly , we m us t have 
confidence in  t h e  judgm en t o f 
the ch ie f executive . . .  I f  he 
feels th a t a b illio n  do lla rs are 
necessary to  pro tect Am erica, I 
fee l we ough t to  support h im .”  
(N ew  Y ork T im es, Janua ry  29, 
1938.)

We can be certa in  th a t Green’s 
a c tiv itie s  are not confined to such 
public statem ents. I t  was recent
ly  rum ored th a t he and a person 
close to  John L. Lew is con fer
red w ith  a rm y men to prepare 
A m erican labo r fo r  the nex t w a r. 
However th a t m ay be, i t  is known 
th a t Green a t an e a rlie r period 
endorsed the basic ideas o f the 
In d u s tr ia l M ob iliza tio n  Plan.

" I f  W ar Comes . .

T e s tify in g  before the W ar P o li
cies Commission in 1931 he de
clared he was fo r  a plan which 
would b r in g  v ic to ry . " . . .  w a r 
is to be abhorred. I th in k  tha t is 
the a ttitu d e  o f the w o rk in g  peo
ple whom I have the honor to 
represent. They sh rin k  fro m  the 
ve ry  tho ugh t o f it .  B u t, o f 
course, i f  the th in g  we abhor 
ac tu a lly  happens, then we rea lize 
there  m ust be a plan and the 
p lan m ust be a p rac tica l p lan and 
a reasonable p lan. . . .”  (Quoted 
by  Rose M. S tein, “ M -D ay,”  p. 
31,9.)

Green shows h im se lf a w o rth y  
successor to  Samuel Gompers! 
Even before w a r is declared he 
makes i t  c lear th a t he w il l  sup 
p o rt the w ar-m akers, w i l l  do a ll 
in  h is  power, once w a r is declar
ed, to chain the w orkers to the 
w a r system !

Like Gompers
I t  was Gompers who in the last 

w a r succeeded in c o rra llin g  the 
A m erican w orkers fo r  the im 
p e r ia lis t w a r machine. Pie was 
ab ly  assisted by such renegades 
fro m  socialism — before the w ar 
“ uncom prom is ing”  figh te rs  a- 
ga ins t m ilita r is m  and w a r— as 
John Spargo, W ill ia m  E ng lish  
W a llin g  and Charles Edw ard Rus
sell (the  la tte r  is today a mem
ber o f the Social Dem ocratic 
Federation and a co lum nist fo r  
the New Leader), not to  fo rg e t 
the free-lance chauvin is t, Upton 
S inc la ir.

Before 1914, Gompers “ was a 
m em ber o f p ra c tica lly  every 
peace society in  wh ich member-, 
ship was open to me and p a r tic i
pated in -m any conferences to p ro 
m ote peace between nations,”  he 
w ro te  in  his au tob iography. 
( “ Seventy Years o f  L ife  and La 
bo r,”  Vol. I I .  p. 322. A l l  fo l
lo w in g  quotations, unless o ther
wise stated, are fro m  the same 
source.)

He was a pacifis t so long as 
his masters, b ig  business and its  
W ashington A d m in is tra tio n , were 
pa c ifis t! When the decision was 
made th a t the U n ited  States 
would soon enter the w a r, Gom
pers in  early) 19/16 enthusiasts 
ic a lly  helped to draw  up question- 
aires to  m anufacture rs in prepa
ra tio n  fo r  the conversion o f in 
d u s try  fo r  w a r purposes. In  Oc
tober, 1916, he was appointed to 
the  Council o f N a tiona l Defense. 
W ar required a serv ile  labor 
movem ent!

Assured Labor D o c ility

“ E ngland I  knew had burden
ed herse lf w ith  an unnecessary 
handicap by no t seeking the co
operation o f B r it is h  labor a t the 
beginn ing o f the w a r ,” Gompers 
w rote, (p. 359.) So he proceeded 
to call a trade union conference 
in  W ashington, held on M arch 12, 
1917, to  assure labo r support fo r  
the im pending w ar.

The conference adopted a re 
so lu tion to  “ pledge ourselves -in 
peace o r in w a r, in  stress o r in 
s torm , to stand unreservedly by 
the standards o f lib e r ty  and the 
sa fe ty  and preservation o f the 
in s titu tio n s  and ideals o f our 
Republic . . . B u t, despite a ll our 
endeavors and hopes, should ou r 
coun try  be drawn in to  the maels
tro m  o f the European con flic t, 
we, w ith  these ideals o f lib e rty  
and jus tice  herein declared, as the 
indispensable basis fo r  na tiona l 
policies, o ffe r  our services to  our 
c o u n try  in  every fie ld o f  a c tiv ity  
to  defend, safeguard, land p re
serve the Republic o f the U n ited 
States o f A m erica  a g a ins t its  

enemies whom sever they m ay he, 
and we ca ll upon our fe llo w -w o rk -
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ers and fe llow -c itizens  in the ho ly  
name o f Labor, Justice, Freedom, 
and H u m a n ity  to  devotedly and 
p a tr io t ic a lly  g ive  lik e  service.”  
(p. 360.)

They K ep t Pledge

And Gompers and his friends  
kep t th e ir  pledge! N o t th e ir  
pledge to  labor to  oppose com
pu lsory m il ita ry  tra in in g ! On the 
con tra ry , Gompers soon discover
ed th a t “ the m ost essentia lly  de
m ocra tic  method o f m ob iliz in g  
hum an resources was un iversa l 
d ra f t ”  (p. 369); and cooperated 
in  developing and c a rry in g  out 
the  d ra ft  plans.

T h is  “ labo r leader”  also fo rg o t 
h is pledge to  the w orkers  to 
f ig h t fo r  a closed shop. He could 
n o t serve tw o  m asters: he served 
the bosses and accepted the  open 
shop clause in  the bu ild in g  o f 
cantonm ents. ( “ M -D ay,”  p. 250). 
A s p ro fits  soared to  fan ta s tic  
he ights the  w o rke rs ’ wages bare
ly  kep t up w ith  the r is in g  cost 
o f liv in g . B u t Gompers under
stood h is ro le : “ O rganized labor 
rea lized th a t the m ost valuable 
service i t  could con tribu te  to w in 
n in g  the w a r was to  help m a in 
ta in  and ra ise production levels.”  
(p . 372.)

F oug h t A n ti-W a r Movem ent

W hen w o rke rs ’ m il ita n t op
position  and pa c ifis t opposition 
to  w a r developed, Gompers, in 
agreem ent w ith  the A dv isory  
Commission and Council o f N a
tio n a l Defense, and George Creel, 
ch ie f o f the  Com m ittee on Pu
b lic  In fo rm a tio n , organized the 
“ A m erican A lliance  fo r  Labor 
and Dem ocracy”  to counteract 
the a n ti-w a r movement. Lucien 
Saniel, fo rm e r leader o f the So

c ia lis t Labor P a rty , Spargo, W a l
lin g , G hent, Russell and oi.her 
tu rncoa ts  supplied the  “ soc ia lis t”  
co lo ra tion  to th is  c a p ita lis t p a tr i
o tic  venture. The St. Paul Con
ference o f the Am erican A lliance, 
in la te  191.7, pledged “ fa ith fu l ly  
and lo y a lly  to  support the gov
ernm ent o f the U n ited  States in  
c a rry in g  on the present w a r fo r  
jus tice , freedom  and democracy 
to  a tr iu m p h a n t conclusion . . . ”  
(p. 383). And so they  did!

Press censorship, a rrests o f 
a n ti-w a r ¡speakers, deporta tion o f 
aliens— a ll were defended in  the 
name o f the “ war  fo r  dem ocracy.” 
F o r th is  w a r, p roduction had to 
be increased; smooth in d u s tr ia l 
operations had to  be a>ssu*ed; 

s trikes  to  be broken, w o rkers  re 
gim ented.

H ugh F rayne was appointed by 
Samuel Gompers to the W ar La 
bor Policies Board set up in  M ay, 
1918. (O ff ic ia lly  F rayne repre
sented the W ar Industries  Board). 
T h is  Board had as its  announc
ed po licy to "determ ine, d ire c tly  
fo r  w a r industries, a ll questions 
in vo lv in g  the d is tr ib u tio n  o f la 
bor, wages, hours, and w o rk in g  
conditions. . . ( "M -D a y ,”  p.
257. )

“ I t  was an in d u s tr ia l d ic ta to r
ship w ith o u t pa ra lle l . . .”  said 
G. B. C larkson, ( “ M -D ay,”  p.
258. ) B u t on ly a m ild  dose o f 
w ha t can be expected under the 
Sheppard-M ay In d u s tr ia l M o b il
iza tion  B ill.

Gompers, W o ll, F rayne  and 
th e ir  k ind rem ained th roughou t 
lo ya l to the system o f wage slave
ry  and im p e ria lis t w a r. T h e ir 
p e a c e-tim e class-collaboration 
w ith  the  bosses could no t bu t 
mean wholehearted and enthusi
astic support to them  d u rin g  the 
w ar.

Green Follow s S u it

So today, W ill ia m  G r e e n  
fo llow s  in  the pa th  o f Gompers. 
He endorses the w a r plans and 
p repa ra tions o f the  Roosevelt ad
m in is tra tio n — again in the name 
o f the “ s trugg le  fo r  democracy.”  
O ther labo r leaders are no t so 
outspoken bu t ju s t as ready to 
serve th e ir  m asters. In  re a lity , 
i f  they  appear to  oppose the w ar 
plans, they  can be even more 
valuable once w a r breaks out. 
L e t us no t fo rg e t the a n ti-w a r 
speeches o f W oodrow W ilson; 
W ill ia m  Jennings B ryan , John 
Spargo, Charles E dw ard Russell 
and Upton S in c la ir!

In  the trade unions, the w orkers 
m ust be prepared fo r  such be
tra ya ls . The m il ita n t  class s tru g 
gle aga inst the  bosses, inde
pendent w o rk in g  class action 
aga inst the Roosevelt w a r plans, 
the s trugg le  fo r  a socia list w a r
less w o rld , are the on ly  pre

para tions aga inst w a r, before i t  
breaks ou t and also a fte r  i t  is 
declared.

w a r m ovem ent based on policies 
consistent w ith  the class s trugg le , 
and able to p u t in to  m otion  la rge 
masses o f w orkers, w i l l  be able 
to  a tt ra c t  o ther sections o f the 
popu la tion  explo ited by  cap ita l
ism  and look ing  fo r  a w ay out 
o f the  governm ent w a r danger.
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