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F.D.R. WAR DEAL BUDGET 
SLASHES RELIEF FUNDS

------- -------------------------------------------- /fix

M illio n  To Lose Jobs 
To Feed War Machine

N.Y. RELIEF ROLLS 
CUT TO SHREDS 
BY LA GUARDIA

While 'Little Flower' 
Waxes Noble Over 
Cleveland!

M ayo r LaG uard ia , w ith  h is us
ua l nose fo r  g o o d 'p u b lic ity , was 
p iou s ly  in d ig n a n t abou t the  col
lapse o f re lie f in  Cleveland. I f  
he were re a lly  concerned about 
the  cond ition  o f  the  unemployed, 
however, h is  own backyard  can 
stand p le n ty  o f c lean ing up. 

85,000 F am ilies  Dropped 
L a s t yea r 360,000 o f the c ity ’s 

jobless fam ilies  received e ith e r 
home o r w o rk  re lie f. N ow  on ly  
275,000 fam ilies  are g e ttin g  re
lie f.

Some 63,000 N ew  Y o rk  
w o rkers  have been dropped 
fro m  the  W P A  ro lls , wh ich, in 
1988, averaged 168,000 a m onth  
and are now ju s t  over 100,000.

The same k jiitd  o f slashes 
have taken  place on th e  home 
re lie f ro lls . In  1938 an average 
o f 197,000 fam ilies  and single 
Ind iv idua ls  were on the  re lie f 
ro lls . A cco rd ing  to  the  la te s t 
ava ilab le  figu res (Dec. 1) there 
are no\v o n ly  175,000 cases on 
home re lie f.

Needy Refused R e lie f 
The drop in  the W P A  and re 

lie f  ro lls  has been de libe ra te ly  
engineered and doesn’t  a t  a ll 
mean th a t  those dropped have 
jobs. N e a rly  one ou t o f tw o  fa 
m ilies  a p p ly in g  fo r  re lie f don’t  

(C ontinued on Page 2)

C IO  and AFL Officials 
Protest Mpls. Frameup

Carey of CIO, Padway of AFL, and 22 Others 
Sign Message to Roosevelt on WPA Trial
Judge Joseph A. lJ#dway, counsel to the American Federa

tion o f Labor; James B. Carey, secretary o f the Congress of 
Industrial Organizations, and 22 other labor and liberal fig
ures, have joined in an appeal to President Roosevelt, asking 
him to direct the Department o f Justice to cease such practices 
as the prosecution and conviction o f W PA strikers in Minne
apolis recently, it was made public Jan. 8 by the Workers De
fense League.

Others included among the signers are Mayor Daniel W. 
Hoan o f Milwaukee, Roger Baldwin, Director of the Amer
ican Civil Liberties Union; A rth u r Garfield Hays and John 
F. Finerty, Upton Sinclair, Fred Kirchway, editor o f “ The 
Nation,”  Paul Kellogg, editor^ 
of the “ Survey Graphic,
Harry VV. Laidler, recently 
elected Labor Party council
man o f New Y ork C ity; Jos
eph Schlossberg, general sec
retary o f the Amalgamated 
Clothing Workers o f Amer
ica, and Ashley L. Totten, sec
retary o f the Brotherhood of 
Sleeping Car Porters.

The letter assailed the M in 
neapolis proceedings as “ sub
versive o f the true interests of 
justice and opposed to the let
ter and spirit o f Constitution
al guarantees for a fa ir tria l.”  
It said that the “ conspiracy to

Behind the Lines
B y G EORGE S TE R N

I t  now appears to  be the gen
era l expectation th a t the spring  
o f th is  yea r w i l l  w itness the  un
fo ld in g  o f the f ir s t  re a lly  decisive 
phase o f the second w o rld  w ar. 

Those who w ith  maps in  
hand t r y  to  gauge the plans 
and in ten tions  o r the  w a rr in g  
powers now draw  a  w ide- 
sw ing ing  a rc  fro m  S candinavia 
th rou gh  the B a lkans to  T u r
key, Ira q , Ira n , and In d ia  to  
ind ica te  the  probable scope o f 
the  w a r ’s extension in  the com 
in g  months.
A nd fro m  In d ia  i t  is necessary 

to  extend the blood-red line  o f 
w a r up in to  China, to  the P h ilip 
pines and Japan, and across the 
P ac ific  to  the  U n ite d  States.

I t  is w ith in  the con tex t o f these 
ca lcu la tions th a t the  S ov ie t-Fm - 
n ish w a r assumes its  m ore exact 
proportions. Hanson B a ldw in , one 
o f the shrewdest o f the clan of 
m il ita ry  experts, w r i t in g  in  the 
N ew  Y o rk  T imes, says:

“ The F inn ish-R ussian w ar 
can no longer he viewed as a 
side show, dissociated fro m  the 
m ain  con flic t. C lea rly  another 
m an ifes ta tion  or th e  same i l l-  
dess th a t convulses a ll o f E u r 
ope, the  w a r on the  N o rth e rn  
F ro n t is n o t on ly p o lit ic a lly  a l
lied to  the  w a r in  the  W est, b u t

is undeniably becom ing p a r t  o f 
f lie  same s tra te g ic  p ic tu re . F in 
land and the  Scandinavian pen
insu la  are the le ft  flank  of the 
W estern f ro n t and they m ay be 
the  decisive fla n k .”

O the r dispatches, especially 
fro m  London, have s tro n g ly  sug
gested th a t the A ng lo -F rench  
com bination  is m ore and m ore 
basing its  w a r plans on s im u l
taneous s trugg le  aga inst the So
v ie t U n ion and G erm any, d iscard 
in g  te m p o ra rily  the previous s tra 
tegy o f b reak ing  up the  M oscow- 
B e rlin  ax is  by b r in g in g  about the 
ea rly  do w n fa ll o f H it le r  and 
b rin g in g  G erm any in to  the a n ti- 
Soviet fro n t.

F ro m  the reve la tion  o f Soviet 
weakness in  F in lan d  the A llie d  
s tra teg is ts  have no t concluded 
th a t the  Russians a rc  a pushover. 
B u t they have m odified th e ir  ear
l ie r  no tions about Soviet s treng th  
and have acquired new confidence 
in  th e ir  a b ili ty  to  cope w ith  the 
pooled forces o f the  Germ an-Sov
ie t com b ina tion  and to  deal a de
cisive b low  to  th is  tw in  th re a t to  
A ng lo -F re nch  suprem acy on the 
European continent.

T h is  new confidence and the 
changed s tra teg y  th a t  flows 
fro m  I t  is  Ind icated in  m any 

(C ontinued on Page 3)

violate the relief act”  clause, 
under w h ich  the  s tr ik e rs  had 
been indicted, had no t been in 
tended by Congress to  “ be used 
aga inst organized la b o r”  and de
clared th a t “ i t  is  in im ica l to our 
dem ocracy th a t s tr ik in g  w orkers, 
CDgaged in  peaceful p icke ting , 
are prosecuted under a Federal 
s ta tu te  w h ich  was never in tend
ed to  app ly to  such conduct and 
tr ie d  cn masse, thus being re 
fused a fa ir  t r ia l . ”

O ther s igna to ries to the le tte r  
include:

N orm a l) Thom as: H a rry  E lm e r 
Barnes, the h is to ria n ; A lfre d  
B ingham , e d ito r o f “ Common 
Sense"; J. R. B u tle r, pres ident o f 
the Southern Tenant F arm ers 
U n ion ; P ro f. George S. Counts, 
p resident o f the A m erican  Feder
a tion  o f Teachers ( A F L ) ;  M a ry  
Fox, executive secre ta ry  o f the 
League fo r  In d u s tr ia l Dem ocra
cy; John C. G ranbery, e d ito r o f 
the G eorgetown, Texas, "E m a n
c ip a to r” ; Rev. John Haynes 
H olm es; A . P h ilip  Randolph, 
president o f the B rotherhood o f 
Sleeping C ar P o rte rs  ( A F L ) ; and 
Dave Reed, d is tr ic t  president o f 
the Progressive M iners o f A m e r
ica (A F L ) .

The le tte r  fo llow s :
“ D ear M r. P resident:
“ The undersigned view  w ith  

grave concern the na ture  o f the 
Federa l in d ic tm e n t and prosecu- 

( Continued on Page 2)

Rumbles of Revolt 
In French Army
The f ir s t  re p o rt in  the  capi
ta lis t  press o f m utin ies  in  the 
French a rm y  appeared in  Tlm i- 
magazine, Jan. 8, the facts 
ha v in g  " tr ic k le d  in to  P aris  
the heels o f m en home oh th is  
w a r ’s f ir s t  fu r lo u g h .”

“ M e tro p o lita n  troops fro m  
T un is  were said to have been 

in a s ta te  o f near m u tin y  ever 
since th e ir  a rr iv a l in  France, 
heav ing  bread and canned 
corned beef a t th e ir  officers, 
o b lig in g  the F rench to  keep 
them  surrounded by  a constant 
guard . The 31st F rench  in fa n 
t r y ,  a fte r  m arch ing  120 k ilo 
m etres (72 m iles) in  three 
days, refused to  m arch the 

fou rth  day, th re w  th e ir  arm s 
in to  ditches, sa t down in the  
road. They were no t punished.”

CZARIST BONDS 
RISE IN PARIS

A  rise in  the price o f Czar- 
is t bonds on the  P aris  Bourse 
was reported Jan. 3 by the 
W a ll S tree t t ic k e r  service of 
the Associated Press in  the 
fo llo w in g  te rm s:

“ Some series are quoted a t 
10 com pared w ith  6 o r 7 be
fo re  C hris tm as and 4 o r 5 
three o r fo u r  m onths ago. O w
in g  to  the  a lm ost neg lig ib le  
price  o f these bonds whose 
nom inal value is 500 go ld 
francs, some opera tors have 
been encouraged by the Rus
sian fa ilu re  thus fa r  to  over
ru n  F in la n d  and are speculat
in g  on an ove rth row  o f the 
S oviet reg im e.”

Stripped down to its plain meaning for the working class Roosevelt’s proposed budget 
for the coming year means:

650.000 to be fired from W P A —
250.000 to be fired from P W A —
Slashes in N Y A  and CCC equivalent to a loss of another 100,000 full-time jobs—
O NE M IL L IO N  JOBS W IP E D  O U T  BY R O O S E V E LT ’S BUDG ET.
And all the money for these jobs, plus a lot o f other money that should be going for 

more jobs, is IN S T E A D  turned over to the W A R  M A C H IN E .
Battleships and cannon are to be built, i f  Roosevelt has his way, out o f the hides of 

the unemployed workers and their children.
The “ needs”  of “ national defense”  are the excuse for slashing the work relief and public

’̂ works employment rolls. But the same “ needs”  don’t cost the 
coupon-clippers anything. M ORE M O N E Y  IS P R O VID E D  
IN  T H E  BUD G ET TO  P AY  “ IN T E R E S T  ON T H E  
P U B LIC  D E B T " T H A N  IS P R O V ID E D  FOR AVPA. 
There’s a billion for W P A  and a billion plus one hundred m il
lion dollars provided fo r the coupon-clippers! The ten million 
unemployed and their families get less than a tiny handful of 
government bond-holders!

The banker-munitions-makers get directly most o f  the 
money provided by the budget. The capitalist press, conniving 
with Roosevelt, reports a figure for “ national defense”  of 
$1,B00,000. That’s bad enough —  nearly twice as much as 
W P A  gets— but it tells only part o f the story. Roosevelt de
liberately spread various armament items in different parts of 
the budget, and some o f them he buried altogether under other 
headings, to make it impossible for the workers to know how 
much he really plans to spend for the war machine. But here 
are some o f the figures, so far as they can be located:

W ar D epa rtm en t ( “ n o n -m ilita ry ” ) ................... $ 45,000,000
U.S. M a ritim e  Com m ission (nava l a u x il ia r y ) . 149,000,000
“ C iv il”  A eronau tics  A u th o r i ty ............................. 28,000,000
N avy D e pa rtm en t (under “ pub lic  w o rks ” ) . . . .  50,000,000
W ar D e pa rtm e n t (under “ pub lic  w o rks ” ) . . . .  223,000,000
“ N a tion a l Defense”  —  “ re g u la r” ........................  1.589,000,000
“ E m ergency N a tio n a l Defense” ..........................  300,000,000

These easily identified items come to the staggering total 
o f T W O  B ILL IO N S . T H R E E  H U N D R E D  T H IR T Y  
FO U R  M IL L IO N S .

But even this is only part o f the story. There are items bid
den under provisions fo r the Coast Guard, the Federal Bureau 
o f Investigation, naval and m ilitary projects under work re
lie f and public works. Other items chargeable to previous wars 
and war expenditures include a half billion for veterans’ pen
sions, most o f the interest on the national debt, etc. The real 
figure, i f  we could go behind the smokescreen figures o f the 
budget, would probably be close to F IV E  B IL L IO N  D O L
LAR S FOR T H E  W A R  M A C H IN E .

That’s F IV E  T IM E S  AS M U C H  AS T H E  U N E M 
P LO YED  A R E  G ETTIN G .

Not even the President pretended that America was in 
any danger o f attack. No, that war machine is being built to 
fight abroad.

Whose interests will the war machine protect?
N O T the interests of the ten million unemployed, whose 

fight for existence is right here and now and A G A IN S T  the 
bosses and their government.

N O T the interests o f the eight m illion families now certi
fied by local relief authorities as without means of existence—  
and when you're certified by those buzzards you're starving!

N O T the interests o f another eleven million families who 
manage to live on a fam ily income of less than $1,000 a year.

The 8,000,000 families who are “ continually facing star
vation”  and the other Eleven million families who are “ fighting 
poverty” — they are described in those terms in a chart in the 
record o f the government’s Monopoly Committee’s hearings— 
amount to 76,000,000 men, women and children— the vast 
m ajority o f this country. They’ve got nothing abroad to pro
tect. T H E IR  enemies are right here at home: the bosses and 
bosses’ politicians who won’t permit the great m ajority o f the 
population a decent living.

Since the crisis began in 1929, six million young men and 
women have grown up and entered the market fo r jobs—  
without finding them. Where are their enemies? Their en
emies are those who won’t give them jobs, right here in 
America.

In a shabby attempt to ju s tify  wiping out one million jobs, 
W P A  JOBS— Roosevelt says he “ has taken into considera- 

(C on tinued  on P ag e  2)

C.I.O. PREDICTS 
"BITTER ECHO" 
TO FDR BUDGET

CIO News Voices First 
Open Attack On 
Administration
T a k in g  a la rm  a t the  new w a r 

budget proposed by  President 
Roosevelt, the C IO  sha rp ly  c r i t i 
cized his proposals “ to  p u t 
th rou gh  deep slashes In re lie f, 
pub lic  w o rks  and social services 
and agencies, w h ile  adding huge 
sums to  arm s expenditu res.”

“ The cheers w h ich  rang  fro m  
the to ry  benches o f Congress 

I when P resident Roosevelt p rom 
ised to  slash appropria tions fo r  
unem ploym ent re lie f and a ll o th 
er than w a r purposes, w i l l  have 
a b it te r  echo in  m illio ns  o f A m e r
icans’ homes in  the com ing year,”  
the  C IO  News warned e d ito ria lly , 
Jan. 8.

"The budget presented to  Con
gress the n e x t day,”  the  ed ito ria l 
explained, “ proposes d ras tic  cuts 
fo r  pub lic  w o rks  and o th e r essen
t ia l social services to  m ake m ore 
money ava ilab le  fo r  a rm am ents."

R a lph H etze l, C IO  U nem ploy
m en t D irec to r, estim ated th a t the 
present budget means a cu t o f 
650,000 W P A  jobs below la s t 
yea r’s average. In  add ition , the 
P W A , w h ich  has been p ro v id ing  
about one q u a rte r o f a m illio n  
jobs, is c u t o u t en tire ly . N Y A  is 
cu t fro m  100 m illio n  do lla rs  to 
85.

U nem ploym ent to  Increase
A t  the same tim e  the research 

departm net o f the  C IO  found th a t 
“ A l l  signs show th a t  the  U n ited  
States p roduction  index w i l l  re 
cede sha rp ly  in  the f ir s t  three 
m onths o f 1940, b r in g in g  increas- 

( Continued on Page 2)

In order to meet the continuing employ
ment and relief crisis, and to provide jobs 
and a decent living for the people of the 
United States, we propose that the regular 
1940 session of the Congress of the United 
States shall enact emergency legislation to 
put into immediate effect the following:

1. Appropriation of $10,000,000,000 to 
provide, at once, jobs on housing and other 
public works projects for all employable 
workers.

2. Amendment of the Wages and Hours 
Act to provide throughout private industry 
and public works a maximum work week of 
30 hours and a minimum weekly pay of 30 
dollars.

3. 30 dollar weekly old age and disability 
pensions.

4. Appropriation of $3,000,000,000 to 
guarantee either maintenance at school or 
jobs for all youth.

Relief Crisis Grows 
Acute In Detroit

Public Welfare Head Predicts 
That Is a Crisis" This Month

'Crisis

D E T R O IT — Now in the first pangs o f an approaching 
relief crisis, Detroit w ill, w ithin a month, in the words of 
G. R. Harris, Superintendent of Public Welfare o f the City 
of Detroit be faced with a “ crisis that is a crisis” .

Blame for the crisis is being used as a football, being 
kicked by the city to the state and the federal government 
and then back again. But the unemployed take the rap.

Relief budget allowances o f the City o f Detroit fo r the 
past few years have been so low as to have been character
ized by the United States Department o f Agriculture in its 
health report as a “ dangerous budget”  and as a budget which 
under no circumstances should be used for a period o f more 
than six weeks. The allowances of the State of Michigan 
have been and are even more damnable.

Now further retrenchment steps have been taken in De
tro it welfare services. Emergency food orders have been dis-

^  continued. Cases must now be 
completely investigated before 
any aid is given. This inves
tigation often requires a peri
od o f two weeks fo r comple
tion during which time the 
applicant continues to starve. 
C urtailment o f the services o f 
one o f the city hospitals and 
the abolition of one of the 
city pharmacies has already 
been approved.

U nde r the S tate W e lfa re  A c t, 
passed by the la s t session o f 
the s ta te  leg is la tu re , the  s ta te  
has taken  over fro m  the c ity  

care o f 4,500 A id  to  De-

QUEENS JOBLESS 
BACKED BY 
LABOR GROUPS

Form Permanent Body 
To Push New York 
Unemployed Demands

i ________

The Unem ployed and R e lie f 
W orke rs  League o f Queens— 
m il ita n t  South Jam a ica  o rg an iza 
t io n  a ffilia te d  w ith  the U nem 
ployed and P ro je c t W orke rs  U n 
ion— was host, la s t S a tu rday  a f t 
ernoon, to  tw e n ty -five  delegates 
o f Queens labo r and p ro -labo r 
organ iza tions, called in to  con fe r
ence to  d ra w  up a p ro g ra m  o f 
un ited  action  to  b e tte r the  m is
erable conditions o f the tens o f 
thousands o f underpriv ileged 
fa m ilie s  in  th a t borough o f New  
Y o rk  C ity .

Represented a t the conference 
were the M in is te r ia l Council o f 
Queens; the  Unem ployed and Re
lie f  W orke rs  League; the A m e r
ican L a b o r A id ; several locals o f 
the W orkm en ’s S ick and Death 
B enefit A ssoc ia tion ; the V e te r
an ’s Benevolent A ssociation, 
com prised o f W P A  veterans o f 
Queens; the S oc ia lis t W orkers  
P a rty , and several o th e r o rgan 
izations.

(Continued on Page 2)

the
pendent C h ild ren  cases. T h is  be
came effective  on Jan ua ry  1, 
1940. W hen these cases were be
in g  taken  care o f under the c ity  
a m o the r and one ch ild  received 
$44.23 per m on th  wdth w h ich  to  
p rov ide ren t, heat, lig h t ,  gas, 
food, c lo th in g  etc. U nde r the 
sta te a m o the r and one ch ild  re 
ceive $24.00 per m on th  w ith  
w h ich  to  pay fo r  the same serv ic
es. I t  m us t be rem em bered th a t 
the  c ity  budget had been term ed 
"dangerous.”  The s ta te  budget 
can o n ly  be te rm ed outrageous, 
c rim in a l, and death-dealing.

G rp w in g  ch ild ren  are fo rced  to 
subsist on a  budget w h ich  even i f  
used fo r  on ly  the sho rtest period 
o f tim e  w ill leave its  m a rk  inde l
ib ly  stam ped on th e ir  m inds and 
bodies. M any o f these m others 
have a lready made kno w n  the 
p lig h t in to  w h ich  the y  have been 

(C ontinued on Page 2)

Socialist A p p e a l



2
JA N U A R Y  13, 1940

S O C I A L I S T  A P P E A L

Dan T o b in  Renews Dem and fo r Labor U n ity
TEAMSTER HEAD 
BLAMES LEADERS 
FOR DIVISION

Warns of Reactionary 
Attacks on Labor's 
Hard-Earned Rights
In  a notable, ed ito ria l appear

in g  in  the Janua ry  issue o f the 
Team sters In te rn a tio n a l M aga
zine, D anie l J. Tobin, P resident 
o f the la rge s t and m ost pow erfu l 
un ion in  the A F L  calls upon the 
ra n k  and file  m em bership o f both 
the C IO  and the A F L  to  "rise  
up and dem and" a com plete ces
sation o f h o s tilit ie s  between the 
tw o  organ izations.

"Less than one dozen men on 
bo th  sides are responsible fo r  the 
d iv is ion  o f e igh t m illio n  w orkers.

"W e are fac in g  reaction  
against labor, and labo r leaders 
are to  blame.

"W e have spent the g re a te r 
p a r t  o f ou r lives t r y in g  to  enact 
le g is la tio n  em bodying in  p r in c i
ple th a t contained in  the W ag
ne r A c t. Is n 't  i t  p i t i fu l to  see 
men o f labo r down the re  in  
W ash ing ton  before com m ittees, 
d isp u tin g  w th  each o ther over 
the  prov is ions o f th is  act, a rg u 
ing  w ith  one another, ha tin g  each 
o th e r? ”

Calls F o r Mass M eetings 
The e d ito r ia l fu r th e r  asks the 

lo ca l unions to  "m ake  themselves 
heard a t once, and continue to 
voice th e ir  d isgust and disap
po in tm e n t and demand th a t la 
bor come together. Mass m eet
ings should be held everywhere 
and declarations made and fo r 
warded no t on ly  to  the leaders 
o f la bo r b u t to  the P resident o f 
the  U n ited  S tates."

Tobin, i t  w i l l  be recalled, 
sharp ly  c r it ic iz e d  the  P adw ay re 
p o rt on the A F L  po licy  concern
in g  the  W agner A c t a t the 1938 
convention and made s trong  plea 
fo r  the  resum ption o f peace ne
g o tia tio ns  between the A F L  and 
the CIO.

Since the fo rm a tio n  o f the 
tw e lve-s ta te  N o rth  C entra l A rea 
C om m ittee  tw o  years ago and 
the subsequent o rgan iza tion  of 
hundreds o f thousands o f over- 
the-road d rive rs , the Team sters 
In te rn a tio n a l has become the 
m ost pow erfu l labo r un ion in  th is  
cou n try  and p robab ly  —  th is  is 
disputed by the m iners— the la r 
gest. Tobin, fo r  several years, has 
been the m ost consistent advo
cate o f labo r u n ity  and is a can
didate, i t  is  believed, fo r  the Pres
idency o f the un ited  labo r o rgan 
iza tion .

T w o  K inds  o f U n ity  
T ob in  has been an a rden t New 

D e a le r and a close p o lit ic a l 
fr ie n d  o f the W h ite  House. I t  is 
e n tire ly  possible th a t th is  new 
u n ity  cam paign was w orked ou t 
in  cooperation w ith  P resident 
Roosevelt. Roosevelt is  in terested 
in  seeing a un ited  la bo r move 
m ent, no t because i t  w i l l  help the 
w o rke rs  to  f ig h t m ore e ffec tive ly  
fo r  th e ir  r ig h ts , bu t because i t  
w i l l  aid h im  in  in te g ra tin g  the 
la b o r m ovem ent behind the w a r 
machine.

The ra n k  and file  o f bo th the 
A F L  and the C IO  should, how 
ever, take  up th is  cam paign to  
fo rce  th rou gh  the resum ption of 
nego tia tions fo r  a un ited  labo r 
m ovem ent, w ith  fu l l  r ig h ts  o f the 
in d u s tr ia l unions preserved, no t 
to  help ou t Roosevelt in  his w a r 
d rive  bu t to  s treng then  the hand 
o f labo r and the effectiveness o f 
the  trade  un ion movem ent.

JOIN! JOIN! JOIN!
The Spartacus Dance Group 

announces the opening o f 
classes under the d irec tion  o f 
Leah D illon .

Mon. &Wed.-7:15p.m.
119 E as t 17th St., N . V . C. 
(bet. U n ion  Sq. &  I r v in g  PI.)

Lewis Playing W ith  Dynamite 
In Building Trades Drive

The C IO  drive  in  the b u ild in g  
in du s try , s ta rted  w ith  so much 
noise and fa n fa re  by John L. 
Lew is and his bro ther, A . D. 
Lew is, C hairm an o f the U n ited  
C onstruction  W orke rs  O rgan iz ing  
C om m ittee, m ay ye t end as a 
m in o r d isaster fo r  the CIO.

Lew is  is p la y in g  w ith  dynam ite .
F irs t.  becat’S'’  he is invad ing  

an in d u s try  th a t is organized by 
the b u ild in g  trades unions, the 
m ost pow erfu l and richest group 
o f In te rn a tio n a l unions in  the 
A F L .

Secondly, because he is a t
te m p tin g  to  s ign  con tracts  w ith  
the bu ild in g  trades bosses by es
ta b lish ing  low er ho u rly  wages 
and poorer w o rk in g  conditions 
than  p reva il in  the organized sec
tion  o f the  in d u s try  a t the p re
sent tim e.

T h ird , because he is e n lis tin g  
the aid o f and cooperating in  the 
rea c tion a ry  an ti-u n io n  d rive  o f 
T hurm an A rn o ld  and the De
p a rtm e n t o f Justice.

F B I Snooper H ired
In  la s t w eek’s issue o f the 

S ocia lis t Appeal, we pointed ou t 
th a t Russell T u rn e r Sr., an aide 
o f A ss is tan t A tto rn e y  General

. B y E. R. F R A N K
T hurm an A rno ld , was appointed 
by Lew is  to  the s ta ff o f the  
UC W O C and pointed o u t th a t 
th is  sho rt sighted move con s titu 
ted "a  sham eful v io la tio n  o f union 
s o lid a r ity .”

The C IO  News o f Janua ry  8 
seems to  be a ll puffed up about 
th is  m arve lous new acqu is ition  to 
its  o rgan iz ing  s ta ff and w ith  
g re a t p ride po in ts  o u t th a t “ fo r  
the past yea r M r. T u rn e r has 
been on the s ta ff o f the Justice 
D epa rtm en t where he too k  p a rt 
in  a n t i- tru s t la w  inqu iries  in to  
the bu ild ing  trades.”

C IO  Features Prosecution
T he ' same issue o f the C IO  

News carries the fo llo w in g  s to ry  
in connection w ith  the Construc
tion  com ittees o rgan iza tion  w o rk  
in  W ashing ton, D. C .: "S evera l 
ind ic tm ents  o f A F L  offic ia ls are 
pending in  W ash ing ton as a re 
s u lt o f ju r is d ic tio n a l disputes and 
Justice D e pa rtm en t agents are 
reported in v e s tig a tin g  the cu r
ren t tieup. [A  s tr ik e  o f A F L  la 
borers on the 12-story RFC 
b u ild in g  s tru c tu re .] The D e pa rt
m ent's  the o ry  is th a t these dis
putes are in  re s tra in t o f trade

and hence illeg a l under the a n ti
t ru s t  sta tu tes.

"G overnm ent offic ia ls  have re
cen tly  recognized ju r is d ic tio n a l 
s tr ike s  and c ra f t  un ion re s tr ic 
tions as a m a jo r fa c to r  in re ta rd 
in g  the cons truc tion  in dus try . 
W itnesses before the an ti-m ono
p o ly  C om m ittee  have offered sen
sa tiona l tes tim ony show ing the 
ex te n t o f c ra f t  un ion abuses in  
th is  in du s try . . .”

A  S uic ida l P o licy
The C IO  News gives the un 

m is takab le  im pression th a t i t  
favo rs  the insid ious un ion bu s t
in g  cam paign o f the D epartm ent 
o f Justice. I t  is e ith e r passively 
to le ra tin g  o r a c tive ly  cooperating 
in  th is  cam paign, w h ich  i f  suc
cessful w ou ld  no t on ly  weaken 
and eve n tua lly  destroy the A F L  
b u ild in g  trades unions, b u t the 
whole trade union m ovem ent o f 
th is  coun try , C IO  included.

I t  is the d u ty  o f a ll p rogres
sives in  the C IO  today to demand 
th a t  Lew is ca ll a h a lt  to  these 
su ic ida l polic ies 'and  devote his 
tim e  and energies to  u n it in g  both 
w ings o f the trade un ion move
m ent, no t push ing them  fu r th e r  
apart.

NY RELIEF ROLLS 
CUT TO SHREDS 
BY LA GUARDIA

Speech o f  
Leon T ro tsky

recorded on two discs; made 
for the New York meeting 
celebrating the tenth anniver
sary of the founding of the 
Fourth International in this 
country.

Only 50 sets available
$6.00 each per set

Get Yours To-day !

Send check or money order— 
not cash.

P io n e e r  P u b lis h e rs
116 U n iv e rs ity  Place 

New Y o rk , N . Y .

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
ge t it ,  accord ing to  W e lfa re  
Com m issioner Hodson's own fig 
ures.

R eview ing fo u r  m onths (J u ly  
th rou gh  O ctober), Com m issioner 
Hodson reported th a t 120,000 
people had applied to  the re lie f 
bureau fo r  assistance and th a t 
o n ly  66,000 o f these had been 
found “ e lig ib le .”  In  his la te s t re 
p o r t to  the M ayo r, Com m issioner 
Hodson boasts th a t the  re lie f bu
reau spent $1,200,000 less in  the 
la s t few  m onths than  its  budget 
called fo r. T h is  “ sav ing " came 
r ig h t  ou t o f the hides o f the c ity ’s 
jobless. . | ,

There has been no im provem ent 
in  the  c ity 's  em p loym ent ra te  to  
ju s t i fy  th is  d ropp ing fro m  the 
ro lls  o f 85,000 fam ilies  and the 
re fusa l to  take  on others. The 
"w a r  boom,”  feeble enough in  
p ro v id in g  jobs n a tion a lly , has 
been p a r t ic u la r ly  u n im p o rta n t in 
N ew  Y o rk . H a lf  the  c ity ’s w o rk 
in g  popu la tion  is engaged in  per
sonal service, trade  and tra n s 
p o rta tio n — none o f them  occu
pa tions d ire c tly  affected by w a r 
orders— and m ost o f the o ther 
w o rke rs  are in  such occupations 
as p r in t in g  and the ga rm en t in 
du s try .

Even i f  a fa m ily  gets on re lie f, 
i t  now takes ten  days to  get 
"em ergency re lie f” — “ em ergency" 
m eaning the fa m ily  is li te ra lly  
s ta rv in g . N egro  H a rlem  is espe
c ia lly  d isc rim ina ted  aga inst in  re 
lie f, as in  hospita ls, schools, etc.

I t  is  a frequ en t boast o f New 
Y o rk ’s re lie f offic ia ls th a t  re lie f 
standards here are as h ig h  as 
anywhere in  the coun try . T h a t is 
true . B u t w h a t th a t means con
c re te ly  is shown by these figu res: 

W P A  wages— these are the  re
lie f  “ a r is to c ra ts ”  were cu t th is  
fa ll.  They now average about $14 
a week.

7c A  M eal
B u t th is  is p o s itive ly  lav ish  

com pared to  the budgets a llow ed 
by the  Hom e R e lie f Bureau.

In  New Y o rk  C ity , financ ia l 
nerve cen ter o f A m erica  and 
the richest c ity  in  h is to ry , a re 
lie f  fa m ily  o f fo u r is allowed 
88 cents a  day fo r  food. T h is  is 
a t r if le  over 7 cents a m eal per 
person.

Such a fa m ily  now gets about 
$730 a yea r fo r  a ll its  expenses: 
ity ,  ice, m edica l care, carfare , 
food, c lo th ing , ren t, gas, e lec tric - 
etc.

T h is  is about a th ird  o f w ha t 
the  Federal governm ent e s ti
m ates is a “ m in im um  hea lth  
and decency budget.”  The ex
ac t figu re  set by the Bureau o f 
o f fou r, is  $1,978.
La bo r S ta tis tics , fo r  a fa m ily  
The re lie f bureau budget is also 

less tha n  the "em ergency”  budg
e t w h ich  M a y o r LaG uard ia ’s own 
C om m ittee  on U nem ploym ent 
R e lie f set up fo r  a fa m ily  o f fou r. 
The “ E m ergency”  f ig u re  was 
$992.72. The C om m ittee ’s n o r
m a l”  budget fo r  a fa m ily  o f fou r 
on re lie f was $1399.68, a lm ost 
double the  $730 a c tu a lly  paid.

The M a y o r’s C om m ittee  recom 
mended th a t bo th the  food and 
re n t allowances should be in 
creased “ a t once." T h a t was in  
1935. The re lie f fam ilies  are s t i l l  
w a itin g .

C IO  Foresees 'B itte r  Echo 
To FD R  W ar B udget

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
eci unem ploym ent and d is tress.”  
A ltho ug h  business has reached 
1929 levels, 10 m illio  nw orke rs  
rem ain unemployed.

The C IO  concludes by s ta tin g  
th a t i t  "w i l l  continue to  ca ll fo r  
m ore no t less pub lic  w orks, un 
t i l  a ll the jobless have w o rk  a t 
decent wages; fo r  m ore adequate 
social and secu rity  services; and 
fo r  advance and no t re tre a t in  
leg is la tion  increasing govern
m en t’s resp on s ib ility  and effect
iveness in  p ro m o tin g  the pub lic  
w e lfa re .”

F irs t  C IO  A tta c k
T h is  m arks  the  f irs t  o ffic ia l a t

tack  o f the na tiona l C IO  leader
ship upon the Roosevelt adm in 
is tra tio n . Three m onths ago, 
Johri L. Lew is to ld  the CIO  con
ven tion  a t San F rancisco th a t 
the  P resident’s W a r p rogram  
“ should be supported by  the Con
gress and by the people and cav
i l l in g  should cease.”  B u t the cav
i l l in g  d id  n o t cease and today 
the C IO  leadership is forced to 
reverse its e lf  and begin a f ig h t 
aga inst the f irs t  f ru its  o f the 
Roosevelt W a r D eal: a budget 
th a t provides a m illio n  less jobs 
than la s t ye a r’s inadequate bud- 
get.

B udge t H its  C IO
The three m illio n  odd members 

o f the C IO  consist, in  the main, 
o f unsk illed  and sem i-sk illed  
mass production  w o rke rs  em ploy
ed in  the  ve ry  nerve-centers o f 
A m erican  econom y: coal, steel, 
auto, glass, c lo th ing , etc. They 
com prise in  ad d ition  the m ost 
m il ita n t  and aggressive section 
o f A m erican  organized labor. B y  
the ve ry  na tu re  o f th e ir  em ploy
m ent, they  understand m ost con- 
sciousy and are m ost deeply a f
fected by the w a r measures and 
a n ti-un ion  moves o f the Roose-

Local 544 Leaders 
Re-elected By 3-1

M IN N E A P O L IS , Jan. 8— In  
a tw o  day election in  w h ich  
over 2,000 votes were cast—  
the la rgest vote in the h is to ry  
o f the un ion— the leadership o f 
General D rive rs  U n ion  Local 
544 was re-elected by th ree -to - 
one m a jo ritie s .

I t  is  the same leadership 
w h ich  conducted the fam ous 
d rive rs ’ s tr ikes  o f 1934, w h ich  
made M inneapolis, fo rm e r ly  an 
open-shop paradise, in to  the 
best organized c ity  in  the 
country . I t  also in it ia te d  the 
N o rth  C entra l A rea  D rive rs  
Council w h ich  resu lted in  a 
tw e lve-s ta te  area con tra c t fo r  
over-the-road drivers, covering  
hundreds o f thousands o f men.

Incum bents re-elected to  the 
executive board were C arl 
Skog lund (p res iden t), K e lly  
Posta l (secre ta ry  - tre a su re r), 
M iles  Dunne, and N ic k  W ag
ner.

R ay R a inb o lt was elected 
reco rd ing  secre ta ry to  replace 
G ran t Dunne, who declined re- 
election on account o f illness.

RELIEF CRISIS IN 
DETROIT GROWS 
VERY ACUTE

v e lt a d m in is tra tion .
The v e ry  existence o f a s tand

in g  a rm y  o f ten m illio n  unem 
ployed w o rke rs  constitu tes a te r 
r ib le  th re a t to  th e ir  se cu rity  and 
w o rk in g  conditions. The slashing 
o f the budget fo r  w o rk  re lie f is 
a d irec t b low  to  the m aintenance 
o f th e ir  wage scales and th e ir  un
ion contracts.

T h a t is w h y  the present CIO 
leadership reac ts ’ so q u ic k ly  and 
w ith  such s e n s it iv ity  to  th is  braz
en provoca tion  o f Roosevelt to j 
th ro w  an ad d itiona l m illio n  
w o rke rs  ou t in to  the streets. 
Lew is  and his advisors fee l the 
ho t b rea th  o f d issa tis fac tion  and 
re v o lt on the p a r t  o f m illio ns  o f 
th e ir  members, and understand 
th a t they m ust ac t i f  they are 
to  preserve th e ir  leadership. • 

M il ita n t  A c tio n  Needed
The C IO  le g is la tive  p rogram  

ca lls  fo r  the em p loym ent o f 
th ree m illio n  w o rke rs  on public 
p ro jec ts ; a w o rk  p rog ram  to 
g ive a ll unem ployed young people 
pub lic  em p loym ent; increase in  
old age pensions to  $60 a  m onth  
a t 60; increase in  unem ploym ent 
com pensation benefits and expan
sion o f the housing program .

Even th is  p rogram , w o e fu lly  
inadequate as i t  is  to  m eet the 
rea l needs th a t ex is t today am ong 
the “ one th ird  o f the na tio n ”  th a t 
is  ill- fe d , ill-c lo th e d  and i l l-  
housed ; even th is  p rog ram  w ill 
rem a in  a dead le tte r, unless the  
ran k  and file  m em bership begins 
an earnest f ig h t to have the CIO, 
in  cooperation w ith  the A F L , in 
augura te  a  g re a t na tiona l cam 
paign, re ly in g  on m il ita n t  actions 
and la bo r dem onstra tions to  force 
the U.S. Congress to  stop w ast
in g  the people’s m oney on guns, 
ba ttlesh ips and in s tru m en ts  of 
death and begin to  feed the hun
g ry  and provide jobs fo r  the un
employed.

CIO  and AFL Officials 
Protest Mpls. Frameup

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
tion  o f 162 residents o f M inne
apolis and St. Paul, charged w ith  
conspiracy to  v io la te  the re lie f 
act. The en tire  proceedings seem 
to  be subversive o f the tru e  in 
terests o f ju s tice  and opposed to 
the le tte r  and s p ir it  o f co n s titu 
tio n a l guarantees fo r  a fa ir  t r ia l.

"The fac ts  are re la tiv e ly  s im 
ple. D u r in g  the recent W P A  
s tr ike , M inneapo lis W P A  offic ia ls  
did no t shu t down the affected 
p ro jec ts  a lthough  the s tr ik e  re 
ceived ove rw he lm ing  support in  
th a t c ity . U nde r such c ircu m 
stances, the s tr ik e rs  and persons 
sym pa the tic  to  them  began p ick - 
to th a t w h ich  too k  place in  m any 
e tin g  such p ro jects, ac tion  s im ila r 
o th e r cities. On J u ly  14, d isorder 
on the p icke t lin e  resu lted in  the 
death o f one p icke t and the 
w ound ing o f Several bystanders 
and p icke ts  a f te r  police had d is
persed the p icke t line w ith  bu l
le ts  and tear-gas.

P erve rts  L a w ’s In te n t
"T he  in d ic tm e n ts  by a Federal 

g rand  ju r y  took place soon a fte r
wards, cha rg ing  162 persons w ith  
consp iracy to v io la te  the re lie f 
act. I t  seems to  us th a t the true  
purpose o f the conspiracy clause

in  the s ta tu te  was to  punish a t
tem pts to  de fraud and cheat the 
governm ent; ce rta in ly , Congress 
did no t in tend  th a t th is  s ta tu te  
be used aga inst organized labor. 
Such an in te rp re ta tio n  o f the  law  
would tra n s fo rm  th is  Republic 
fro m  a governm ent o f la w  to  a 
governm ent o f men.

"F u rth e r, the num ber o f people 
ind ic ted reflects a k in d  o f  a 
w itc h -h u n t ra th e r than  any tru e  
consideration o f the fac ts  in v o lv 
ed. The insistence o f the  prosecu
tion  upon mass tr ia ls  o f as m any 
as 25 persons a t one tim e  (a  p ro 
cess m ore suited to  the m ockery 
than the^respect o f ta w )  is p re ju 
d ic ia l aga inst the  defendants 
since the ju ro rs , w ho m ig h t reca ll 
on ly  the m ore dam ag ing evidence, 
w i l l  ap p ly  such a like  to  a ll the 
defendants involved.

“ I f  any o f the defendants have 
been g u ilty  o f any ove rt acts of 
violence, they are liab le  fo r  these 
acts in  the  p rope r courts. I t  is in 
im ica l to  ou r dem ocracy th a t 
s tr ik in g  w orke rs , engaged in  
peaceful p icke ting , are prosecuted 
under a Federa l s ta tu te  w h ich  
was never intended to  app ly  to 
such conduct and tr ie d  en masse, 
thus being refused a fa ir  t r ia l.

(C on tinued  f ro m  P age 1)
placed a lthough the s ta te  took  
these cases over on ly  tw o  days 
ago. One m o the r and her child 
received a check fo r  $30.00 and in 
the same m a il received a s ta te 
m ent o f re n t due o f $25.00. W h a t 
should she do? Should she pay 
the re n t and have on ly  $5.00 w ith  
w h ich  to  feed, clothe, and p ro 
vide heat fo r  he rse lf and her 
ch ild  fo r  one m on th?  Should she 
refuse to  pay the re n t and face 
an ev ic tion?  T h is  is the  d ilem m a 
in to  w h ich  these m others have 
been placed th rou gh  no fa u lt  o f 
th e ir  own. The f ir s t  no tice o f 
ev ic tion  has a lready been rece iv
ed. U ndoubted ly  m ore w il l  fo llow .

Labor M ovem ent A c ts
The f ir s t  steps have been taken  

by the la bo r m ovem ent to  com 
ba t th is  s itua tion . Local 79 o f the 
State, County, and M un ic ipa l 
W orkers  o f A m erica , CIO, the 
un ion o f employees o f the De
t r o i t  W e lfa re  D epartm ent, a t its  
m em bership m eeting  on Jan ua ry  
2 passed a m otion  u rg in g  the CIO  
In d u s tr ia l Council to  im m ed ia te ly  
call a conference o f a l l C IO  locals 
and a ll o th e r in te rested groups, 
to  consider and organize action  to 
com bat th is  crisis.

T h is  m ust be done a t once. 
The im portance o f a s trugg le  by 
the whole la bo r m ovem ent 
aga inst re lie f slashes cannot be 
emphasized too s trong ly . Because 
o f the seasonal na tu re  o f m any 
D e tro it  industries, a period on re 
lie f is  a re g u la r p a r t o f the cycle 
o f li fe  fo r  w o rke rs  here. A  m il i
ta n t f ig h t  now to  p reven t cuts in 
re lie f is the o n ly  assurance th a t 
the re  w il l  be any re lie f a t a ll in  
the fu tu re .

P a rt o f N a tio n a l C ris is
The D e tro it  c ris is  is on ly  p a r t 

o f the general re lie f c ris is  o f the 
U.S. E veryw here  re lie f is being 
slashed o r done aw ay w ith  en
t ire ly . D ra s tic  cu ts  in  W P A  and 
re lie f have, as th e ir  accom pani
m en t, trem endous increases in  
the budget fo r  w ar.

Progressive w o rke rs  m ust f ig h t 
fo r  more than  m ere ly  to  re ta in  
the m iserable re lie f doles w h ich  
we have a t present. A L L  W A R  
F U N D S  TO T H E  U N E M 
P LO Y E D  m ust be made a key- 
slogan in  th is  f ig h t.

The p rogram  o f demands in  
Congress now being carried  in  ev
e ry  issue o f the Appea l m ust be 
p a rt o f every local f ig h t fo r  re 
lie f.

QUEENS JOBLESS 
BACKED BY 
LABOR GROUPS

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
A m ong the endorsements re 

ceived fro m  organ iza tions  unable 
to  ge t delegates down to  th is  
f ir s t  m eeting, were those fro m  
the P a in te rs  D is tr ic t  Council o f 
Queens and the P laste rers U n ion  
o f Queens.

P rog ram  fo r  Unem ployed
A  prog ram  was adopted, c a ll

ing  fo r  a $10,000,000,000 appro
p ria tio n  by Congress fo r  w o rk  
re lie f; the  use o f w a r funds fo r  
the benefit o f the unem ployed; 
several new re lie f s ta tions 'fo r 
the borough o f Queens, ad d itio n 
al pub lic  hospita ls, a $50,000,000 
slum -clearance and rehousing 
p rog ram  fo r  South Jam aica, and 
d ra s tic  im provem ent in  local 
hand ling  o f re lie f cases.

Delegations to  the conference 
voted to  s o lid ify  the g roup  in to  
a perm anent o rgan iza tion , to  be 
know n as the Queens C om m ittee 
fo r  U nem p loym ent R e lie f and 
Progressive Leg is la tion . Rever
end Reusle o f the M in is te r ia l 
Council ■ was elected cha irm an. 
A lso on the  executive com m ittee 
is O tto  Popovich, w e ll-kn ow n  
Queens unem ployed leader.

Local R e lie f Demands
A  specific p rog ram  o f im p rove

m en t in  loca l hand ling  o f re lie f 
cases— w h ich  O tto  Popovich to 
ge ther w it l)  o th e r delegates o f 
the Unem ployed and R e lie f 
W orke rs  League presented per
sona lly  to Borough P resident 
H a rvey  la s t week— was endorsed 
by the Queens Com m ittee.

The borough president declared 
th a t he would take  a ll po in ts  up 
w ith  Com m issioner o f W e lfa re  
Hodson. The p rog ram  includes:

(1) F o r the unem ployed:
a. R e lie f fo r  a ll needy in  72 

hours. Em ergency cases should 
be g ive na id  w ith in  24 hours.

b. A  40% increase in  ' re lie f 
to  m ake up fo r  the rise in  the 
cost o f l iv in g  caused in  p a r t 
by the rea l estate goug ing and 
the W o rld ’s F a ir.

c. M o n th ly  c lo th in g  a llo w 
ance o f $5 fo r  each a d u lt and 
$3 fo r  each m inor.

(2) F o r the W P A  w o rke rs :
a. W P A  w o rkers  new ly  as

signed fro m  the re lie f ro lls  
sha ll n o t have th e ir  re lie f 
checks cu t o ff before they have 
received th e ir  f ir s t  fu l l  W P A  
check.

b. A  $50.000,000 p rogram  o f 
W P A  construc tion  a t union 
ra tes o f pay in  Queens.

H ousing P ro jec t P o licy
The Unem ployed and R e lie f 

W orke rs  League, in  its  im m edi
ate program , endorsed by the 
Queens Com m ittee, also included 
po licy  w ith  regard  to  the 448- 
a p a rtm en t s lum -clearance p ro j-  
now r is in g  in  South Jam aica. 
The unem ployed organ iza tion  de
mands the rehousing o f a ll ten 
a n t-fa m ilie s  who fo rm e r ly  lived 
on the s ite ; com plete eq u a lity  be
tween w h ite  and N egro fam ilies  
in  the a lloca tion  o f ava ilab le  
apartm ents, th a t is, 50% w h ite  
and 50% N egro ; and the in c lu 
sion o f the same percentage o f 
re lie f fam ilies  in the p ro je c t as 
live  in  South Jam aica, instead 
o f the  ve ry  sm all percentage of 
re lie f fam ilies  n o rm a lly  adm itted  
in to  governm ent housing p ro j
ects.

N.Y. Membership 
Meets Jan. 17

A  P a r ty  m em bership meet 
in g  w i l l  be held on Wednes 
day, Jan ua ry  17, 1940, a t : 
p.m. a t the I rv in g  Plaza, 15 tl 
St. and I r v in g  Place.

Adm ission by membershi] 
card in  good stand ing  only 
M em bers o f the Y P S L  appear 
in g  w ith  th e ir  cards, w i l l  alsi 
be adm itted .

S P E C I A L  O F F E R
Living Thoughts of Marx . . . . $1.00

A new 200-page condensation of Karl M arx’s C A P ITA L, 
Vol. I, with a brilliant introduction by Leon Trotsky, deal
ing in a large measure with the American scene. A  Long
man’s, Green & Co. publication.

Fascism and Big Business (paper cover) $1.00
A detailed exposition of fascism, its coming to power and 
the forces that make it possible. 300-pages, by Daniel 
Guerin.

IN COMBINATION
Single combination (1 o f e a c h ) ..........................$1.25
Combination o f 3 (3 o f e a c h ) ............................3.50
Combination o f 5 (5 of e a c h ) ............................6.00
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M illion Jobs Cut 
By War Budget

(C on tinued  fro m  P age 1)
tion the current improvement in business conditions.”

Has he ? The improvement has still left ten million without 
jobs. Are they all to live on the 1,350,000 W P A  jobs provided 
by the budget? 1 hat means eight unemployed and their fami
lies fo r every W P A  jo b !

But, Roosevelt went on, “ there is reason to hope that a 
continued expansion o f business would diminish relief re
quirements substantially.”

Is that so ? Where are the signs to show a continued ex
pansion o f business? Madame Perkins and the rest of the 
Roosevelt officials keep uttering optimistic pronouncements, 
but where are the facts?

Ihe FACTS tell a very different story. The CIO research 
department, adding up the facts, this week reports that the 
business index “ w ill recede substantially in the first quarter of 
the new year.”

And not only the CTO reports this. A ll the bank and finan
cial surveys report the same prospect. Plere, for example, is 
the January, 1940, survey issued by the National City Bank o f 
New York fo r its clients. Under the heading, “ decline in pro
duction indexes expected,”  it says:

“ Most observers expect that indexes o f production w ill 
decline after December.”

Roosevelt, o f course, knows all this, with his superior 
sources o f information, better than any o f us. But to hell w ith 
the unemployed, says he, all money possible must go to pre
pare for war abroad.

And this is the man who got elected to the W hite House 
on the platform o f "Federal responsibility fo r  the unem
ployed’' !

Even the most ardent supporters o f Roosevelt up to yes
terday, the C 10 leaders, have come out against Roosevelt’s 
war budget. I t ’s as plain as day now that the alternatives for 
the unemployed are : F IG H T  OR STAR VE.

The mightiest force in existence is the united power of the 
workers, employed and unemployed. Together, by m ilitant ac
tion, they can take every dollar now earmarked for the war 
machine and put it to work feeding and employing America’s 
jobless.

WORKERS’ FORUM
H O U S TO N  W O R K E R S  SHO W  
R O A D  TO  A L L  S O UTH 
E d ito r :

In  a recent ed ition  o f the A p 
peal I  read a v e ry  in te re s tin g  le t
te r  in  the W orke rs  F o rum  fro m  
a w o rk e r in  M em phis.

I  rea lize there  is a difference 
o f conditions between M em phis 
and Houston, bu t each o f the c it 
ies is he av ily  m arked  w ith  Sou th
ern cha racte ris tics . H ouston is 
no t in  any sense a paradise fo r  
w orkers . B u t in  th is  d is tr ic t  the 
w o rke rs  have won p riv ileges  th a t 
have been denied in  o th e r cities.

1. W e have been able to  s tr ik e  
and m a in ta in  o u r p icke t lines 
w ith o u t m ee ting  d ire c t s tr ik e 
b re ak ing  fo rce  o f the  la w  en fo rc
in g  agencies.

2. W e have been able on several 
occasions to  w in  s tr ik e s  by sec
ondary  p icke tin g  o f a ll places 
th a t were us ing  p roducts o f 
s trike -bound plants.

Press Is  A n ti-L a b o r
On the o th e r hand, the  d a ily  

papers have con s tan tly  ca rried  
a n ti- la b o r propaganda in  th e ir  
colum ns and have d is to rte d  labo r 
news in  every conceivable m an
ner. On one occasion, fo r  in 
stance, th<? H ouston P ost ca rried  
a fu ll-page  advertisem ent fo r  the. 
7-Up B o tt lin g  Co. w h ile  i t  was 
s tru ck , and i t  included a s ta te 
m en t th a t the 7-U p w o rkers  were 
no t on s tr ik e , and also ca rried  a 
p ic tu re  o f fin ks  on the jo b  to  
prove th a t there was no la bo r 
troub le .

S h o rtly  th e ra fte r  s ix  o f the 
com pany's seven tru c k s  were de
m olished on the streets so th a t 
the y  were n o t in  any shape to  be 
o f use; and before these tru c k s  
had been repaired, the  com pany 
signed a closed shop con tra c t 
w ith  the s tr ik e rs  and agreed th a t 
no one w ou ld  be prosecuted fo r  
the so-called violence. A n d  th is  
p a r tic u la r  s tr ik e  d ire c tly  caused 
the s ig n in g  o f agreem ents w ith  
five o the r b o ttl in g  companies.

P lague o f La bo r Skates
O f course, we have the Lew is 

and Green cliques here also, in  
the w a y  of" organ izers and stoog
es. These self-esteemed b ig-shots 
spend m ost o f th e ir  tim e- t ry in g  
to  show the m en the advantages 
o f the  La bo r Boards and the New  
Deal, how  m uch b e tte r i t  is  to  
nego tia te , a rb itra te  and com pro
mise than  i t  is to  have v io len t 
s trikes. A nd w h ile  these b ig-shots 
are expound ing th e ir  p a c ifis t doc
trines  and preen ing th e ir  fe a th 
ers, the ra n k  and file  have the 
jo b  o f do ing the rea l o rgan iza
tio n a l w o rk , and the y  are begin
n ing  to  see th a t these h igh -sa l
aried la bo r skates are o n ly  a b u r
den th a t  we could easily  do w ith 
out.

Educate, O rgan ize !
I t  is  b e tte r th a t we educate 

ourselves in  o rg an iza tio n  w o rk  
so th a t the jo b  m ay be done 
r ig h t. In  sp ite  o f a ll the d isap
po in tm en ts  th a t Roosevelt and 
the labo r fa ke rs  have b ro u g h t 
about, the  w o rke rs  are fa r  fro m  
be ing disheartened, and there  
seem to  be g re a t prospects fo r  
m ore rea l w o rke rs ’ ac tion  in  
Houston th a n  we have ever 
known.

A nd  especia lly we should 
m ake g re a t e ffo rts  to  organize 
the Negroes, fo r  in  the  South 
they are a fo u n ta in  o f untapped 
power.

M em phis m ay be a toughe r n u t 
to  crack th a n  Houston, b u t no 
m a tte r  how tough  the s itua tion , 
the re  is a lw ays w o rk  than  can be 
done. O rganize i f  possible. I f  i t  
is no t possible to  organize w o rk 
ers a t the present tim e, in  you r 
d is tr ic t,  you can keep a g ita t in g  
and exp la in ing  the in jus tice s  
th a t are be ing done. W h a t you 
te ll the w o rke rs  now m ay no t 
seem to  m ake an im pression, bu t 
never fear, when the  c ris is  comes, 
they  w il l  rem em ber.

L . P.
Pasadena, Texas

N O T IC E : The la s t issue o f the 
Appea l was unavo idab ly  delayed 
one day in  m a ilin g  due to  the fire  
th a t occurred in the N a tion a l 
headquarters o f the P a rty . Th is 
week’s Appeal as w e ll as fu tu re  
ones w i l l  be m ailed o u t on T h u rs 
days as custom ary.

* * *
Below  is the lis t  o f  new sub

scrip tions  obtained d u rin g  the 
past week. W e po in t o u t to  a ll 
l i te ra tu re  agents th a t th is  repre
sents a lo w  po in t in  subs ob ta in 
ed in  a one week period and urge 
a ll agents to  renew th e ir  e ffo rts  
to  get new subscribers as w e ll as 
renewals.

Is  y o u r branch m a k in g  assign
m ents to  v is it  contacts and fo r-

m er subscribers?
N E W  Y O R K  C IT Y .............  3
P H IL A D E L P H IA ............. .. 3
B a ltim o re  . . ......................  2
Syracuse .................................  1
M inneapo lis ........................... 1
A k ro n  ...................................... 1
N e w ark  ...................................  1
Toledo ...................................... 1
Glen E lly n , 111........................ i

T o ta l : ..................................14
* * *

M o n th ly  branch sta tem ents are 
now being sent o u t to  a ll branch 
lite ra tu re  agents. Please make 
sure to p u t consideration o f these 
b ills  on y o u r local b ranch agencTa 
and send us in  a subs tan tia l pa y 
m en t!
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1-1 1  "L A B O R  W IT H  A  W H IT E  S K IN  
U  p  C A N N O T  E M A N C IP A T E  IT S E L F  
I I  C  W H E R E  L A B O R  W IT H  A  B L A C K  

S K IN  IS  B R A N D E D " —  K A R L  
M A R X .

N e g ro  Q u e s t io n
By J. R. JOHNSON;

The S ta lin is ts  are new w h ipp in g  up a  fu r io u s  
cam paign on "Gone W ith  the  W ind . T h e ir m e th 
ods are an exact rep lica  o f the methods o f the 
Moscow bureaucracy. W hen S ta lin  decides to  
shoot some thousands o f O ld Bolsheviks, o r to 
denounce G erm any (o r to  praise G erm any), o r 
to invade F in land, there suddenly appear in  the 
Moscow press, le tte rs , resolutions, exhorta tions, 
p ra is ing  the p a r tic u la r  move, e x to llin g  i t  as the 
h ighest w isdom , and p o in tin g  o u t th a t th is  is 
exac tly  w h a t the Soviet w o rke rs  have been w a it 
in g  fo r. S im ila r ly  w ith  the C om m unist P a r ty  in  
every country .

In  its  issue o f Janua ry  5th, the  D a ily  W o rke r 
p r in ts  ne a rly  tw o  colum ns o f le tte rs , o f w h ich  the 
fo llo w in g  quo ta tion  characterizes the tone: 
“ W ell, I  s im p ly  ca n 't ho ld  i t  back any longer. 
Y ou r exce llent and M a rx is t h a nd lin g  o f th a t 
sm elly f ilm  ‘Gone W ith  the W ind ' was a spar
k lin g  . . ."  The whole S ta lin is t com m un ity , we 
are made to  understand, is s im p ly  bo iling  w ith  
rage a t the  slanders aga inst the N egro  people 
embodied in  the film .

Recalling Another Film!
“ Gone W ith  the W ind ,”  however, is no t the f irs t  

f ilm  th a t deals w ith  N egro conditions in  the Old 
South, and a l i t t le  know ledge w i l l  be su ffic ien t 
to  show th a t, behind a ll th is  no isy parade, the 
S ta lin is ts , here as elsewhere, are deceiving the 
Negro people, and serv ing  exc lus ive ly  the in te r 
ests o f th e ir  paym asters in  the K rem lin .

Some ten years ago, when the M oscow bureau
cracy had no t ye t e n tire ly  broken w ith  the revo
lu tio n a ry  doctrines o f Len in  and T ro ts k y , i t  in 
v ite d  some Negroes to  M oscow to  m ake a f ilm  
w h ich  would dep ic t lyn ch in g  and the  o the r fea
tu res o f N egro  li fe  in  A m erica . The com pany was 
selected and reached Moscow. A m erican  ca p ita l
ism , however, realizes tha t, a lthough  i t  can de
ceive the  people a t home, i t  w ou ld  be d iff ic u lt 
fo r  i t  to  pose abroad as the fr ie n d  o f dem ocracy, 
i f  its  tre a tm e n t o f Negroes were exposed in  so 
popu lar a m edium  as a film . W ash ing ton  was 
a t th a t tim e  engaged in  nego tia tions w ith  M os
cow over recogn ition  o f the Soviet G overnm ent, 
ancf W ash ing ton  made i t  qu ite  clear, th a t i f  the 
Russians made any such film  i t  w ou ld  be regard
ed as a serious obstacle in  the w a y  o f an under
standing.

The M oscow bureaucracy reacted in  cha rac te r
is t ic  fash ion. I t  cap itu la ted  before the cap ita lis ts . 
I t  sough t to deceive and brow beat the w orkers. 
The Negroes w ho had gone to  M oscow were to ld  
th a t i t  was im possib le fo r  the Soviet production  
stud ios to  find tim e  and room to  m ake the film . 
W hen some o f the Negroes protested, several 
a ttem p ts  were made to  fram e them  as d runka rds, 
d iso rderly  persons, etc. in  o rder to  d isc red it in  
advance any p ro tes t th f it  the y  m ig h t m ake when 
they re tu rned  home. In  a ll th is  the D a ily  W orke r, 
th a t now cannot con ta in  its  rage a t H o llyw ood ’s 
crim es, p layed its  usual obedient and serv ile  role 
as to u t fo r  the  K re m lin ’s crimes.

Langston Hughes' Role
Am ong the Negroes who w e n t to  Moscow to 

help in the m a k in g  o f the film  was Langston 
Hughes, the N egro poet. Hughes is one o f the 
m ost pertinacious fe llow -trave le rs  o f the S ta lin 
ists. He is, o r was, v ice-president o f th e ir  stooge 
o rgan iza tion , the  A m erican  W rite rs  Congress. 
He has represented the S ta lin is t p o in t o f v iew  a t 
in te rn a tio n a l congresses in  Europe. Some o f his 
w o rks  are published by S ta lin is t pub lish ing  
houses. W hen the M oscow bu reaucracy tr ie d  to 
impose its  lies on the Negroes who had gone to 
Moscow to  m ake the N egro film , Hughes accept
ed the "e xp la na tion ” e n tire ly  and cooperated 
w ith  the Moscow bureaucrats, to  smash down 
the opposition o f those who refused to  accept th is  
transp are n t lie.

B u t the K re m lin 's  po licy  changes, and w ith  i t  
changes eve ry th ing , fro m  the clothes the S ta l
in is ts  w ear to  th e ir  a tt itu d e  to  N egro  film s. N o t 
so long ago H o llyw ood w anted to  produce a film  
on the Old South. T h is  film , "W a y  Dow n South,”  
po rtra yed  the old Southern slaveowners as fine 
and g a lla n t gentlem en, and showed the slaves 
as being contented w ith  th e ir  slavery. One o f the 
w r ite rs  o f the s c r ip t was no o th e r than Langston 
Hughes. O f th is  the S ta lin is ts , who m ust have 
know n it ,  had no th in g  w hateve r to  say.

N ow  the line  o f the K re m lin  changes once 
more. T h e ir  reviewer, H ow ard  Rushm ore, w rite s  
a rev iew  o f "Gone W ith  the W ind ,”  w h ich, in  the 
op in ion o f th is  colum n, was in fin ite ly  less in iq u i
tous tha n  the actua l p repa ra tion  o f a p ro -s lave ry  
s c r ip t. B u t the  S ta lin is ts  become consumed w ith  
v irtu o u s  rage, dism iss him , and are now c a rry in g  
on th e ir  phoney cam paign. T h is  deceives nobody 
who knows them.

"Rediscovers" Negro Question
In  1929 i t  was the po licy  o f Moscow to  c a rry  

on a vic ious cam paign a g a ins t a ll cap ita lis ts , and 
every section o f the labo r m ovem ent th a t  was 
n o t S ta lin is t. T h a t was th e ir  no torious th ird  pe
riod. In  accordance w ith  th is  line, they  were p re
pared to  m ake the film  exposing A m erican  cap
ita lism . A s soon, however, as the cap ita lis ts  gave 
any in d ica tio n  th a t  the y  opposed k ,  the M oscow 
bureaucrats, as usual, cap itu la ted . F rom  1934, 
on the  o ther hand, they began th e ir  new po licy  
o f suppo rt to  the  “ democracies’' aga inst the fasc
is t  im peria lis ts . D u r in g  th is  period, behind a ll 
th e ir  noisy ta lk , the y  cap itu la ted  an every f ro n t  
to  w h a t they  called the “ dem ocra tic  forces.”  
Roosevelt was th e ir  hero, E leanor Roosevelt th e ir  
heroine, and th e ir  ch ie f care was to  penetra te as 
fa r  as possible in to  those elements o f c a p ita lis t 
"dem ocracy”  w h ich  the y  th o u g h t m ig h t be use
fu l in  fu r th e r in g  the  alliance between A m erica  
and Russia. They shoved the N egro m ovem ent 
as fa r  as possible in to  the N egro  N a tion a l Con
gress.

W ith  the H itle r -S ta lin  pact th is  “ fo u rth  pe
rio d ”  came to  an end. S ta lin  now wishes them  
to  bu ild  as m uch opposition  as possible in  the 
cam p o f the  “ democracies”  in  o rd e r to  ass is t the 
v ic to ry  o f the H it le r -S ta lin  camp. There fore 
the y  rediscover the  revo lu tiona ry  in s tinc ts  o f the 
N egro  people; the y  begin a g re a t d rive  in  H a r
lem. A nd  they te a r th e ir  h a ir  and gnash th e ir  
tee th a t the crim es o f “ Gone W ith  the W ind .”

To conclude, the f ilm  is  dangerous and m ust 
be exposed and boycotted. B u t in f in ite ly  m ore 
dangerous, and there fore  to  be exposed and boy
cotted  to  an in fin ite ly  g re a te r degree, is th is  
m ischievous m a n ip u la tion  o f N egro  m ilita n c y  in 
the in te res t o f M oscow bureaucrats.

Some Pertinent History-Past and Present

"P O O R  LITTLE FINLAND"
B y C H R IS  A N D R E W S  

I
The Germ an General Luden- 

d o rf advised his officers: “ F in land  
is the lock  to  Russia. G ive me 
the keys to  F in land , and I  w i l l  
open the door to Russia.”

F o r f ive  weeks S ta lin  has been 
w a g in g  w a r aga inst the F inn ish  
sta te, seeking to  conquer by arm s 
w h a t he could no t ob ta in  by ne
g o tia tio n — m il ita ry  bases in  F in 
land w h ich  w ou ld  g ive  h im  con
tro l o f the m a in  sea entrances to  
European Russia and to  Len in 
grad, second la rges t Soviet c ity . 
S ta lin ’s invasion is a defensive 
measure in  a m il ita ry  sense— his 
position w il l  be m uch s trong e r i f  
he can close "th e  lock to Russia.”

The b ru ta li ty  and s tu p id ity  o f 
S ta lin ’s a tta ck , the clum siness o f 
h is cam paign, have given the 
w o rld  bourgeoisie a long -aw a ited  
o p p o rtu n ity  to  a tta c k  the Soviet 
U n ion  upon m ora l grounds. D ay 
in  and day ou t, th e ir  conscious 
agents and th e ir  unconscious 
lic ksp ittle s , f ro m  H e rb e rt Hoover 
on the r ig h t  to  N o rm an Thom as 
on the le ft,  have denounced 
“ C om m unist im p e ria lism ” , and 
praised “ F inn ish  heroism, F inn ish  
p a trio tism , F inn ish  dem ocracy”  
ad nauseum.

I t  is necessary to  consider—  
w h a t is F in la n d ?  Is  i t  a democ
racy ? Do class lines ex is t in  F in 
land ? A re  the reverses o f the 
Red A rm y  due to  the  m ethods of 
the S ta lin is t bureaucracy, o r to 
the  in fu r ia te d  defense p u t up by 
the w o rke rs  and peasants? A re  
the F inns a un ited  people behind 
General M annerheim  ? Do they 
have som eth ing to  defend? Does 
the class s trugg le  ex is t in  F in 
land?

F IN N IS y  H IS T O R Y — T H E  
B A C K G R O U N D  O F  TODAY”

The F inns were conquered by 
the Swedes and exp lo ited by them  
fo r  700 years. The descendants 
o f the  Swedish ru le rs  are s t i l l  
the ru lin g  class today. They con
s titu te  on ly  one te n th  o f the pop
u la tion , b u t are the vast m a jo r
i t y  o f the ru lin g  bourgeoisie. 
M any o f them  speak on ly  Swed
ish and are ig n o ra n t o f F inn ish  
w h ich  is the language o f the 
peasantry and the c ity  p ro le ta r
ia t.

In  1809 F in lan d  was annexed 
to  Russia by T sar A lexander I, 
who le f t  the loca l governm ent in  
the hands o f the Swedo-Finnish 
bourgeoisie. ,

The In d u s tr ia l R evo lu tion  
b rough t to  the peasantry o f F in 
land the same ho rro rs  as in  E n g 
land— so p o w e rfu lly  described by 
M a rx  in  “ C a p ita l” . T h e ir com
m on land was ru th less ly  seized 
by  the land lo rds; they became 
landless laborers. Some fled to

(Continued fro m  Rage 1) 
ways and a t m any po in ts  along 
the  prospective w a r fro n ts  of 
the im m edia te  fu tu re . The B r i
t ish  and F rench  are pressing 
hard  upon Sweden a  guarantee 
o f aid aga inst Germ any in  o r
der to  re lieve th a t c o u n try ’s 
qualm s and m ake i t  an open 
channel fo r  la rge  scale m il ita ry  
a id  to  F in land .

In  R um ania, where on ly  yes
te rday  the re  was a mood o f ca
p itu la tio n  to  pressure fro m  the  
K re m lin  and fro m  B erlin , K in g  
Carol now sings a new de fian t 
tune. I ta ly  has made i t  qu ite  
p la in  th a t extension o f the  w a r 
in to  the  B a lkans w i l l  b r in g  her 
in fo  the  w ar, in  e ffect on the 
side o f the  A llie s . In  T u rkey  
la rge  troop  m ovem ents are ta k 
in g  p la te  across the quake-dev-

• the exp lo ita tio n  o f the c ity ;  the 
o thers  became the helpless v ic 
tim s  o f the landed ge n try , and 
lived  in  squalor and m isery. 
W ith o u t libe rties , w ith o u t unions, 
w ith o u t regu la tions o f labor, fo r  
a F inn ish  peasant, bound to  his 
land lord , a s ixteen 'hour day was 
the ru le— no t the exception.

F rom  a social basis o f such 
m ise ry  a new p o lit ic a l force, the 
Social D em ocra tic  P a rty , fin a lly  
emerged by 1902 and grew  ra p 
id ly . I t  became also the  p a r ty  o f 
the ru ra l poor. On the  ou tbreak 
ot the Russian R evo lu tion  o i 
1905, the Swedo-F innish ru lin g  
class revealed th e ir  im potence 
w hen they  were unable to  take  
advantage o f the  events to s tr ik e  
ou t tow a rd  independence fro m  
T sa ris t Russia. The c ity  and a g r i
c u ltu ra l w o rkers  dem onstrated 
the true  w e ig h t o f the p ro le ta r
ia t  in  the m odern s ta te— th rou gh  
th e ir  p a r ty  the y  declared an a ll-  
inc lus ive  general s tr ike . The T sar 
cap itu la ted  and a ll the re fo rm s 
asked were granted.

T H E  B O LS H E V IK S  
O F  F IN L A N D

The Social D em ocrats advanc
ed ra p id ly  and by 1916 the class 
s trugg le  in  F in land  had reached 
such a h igh  level, the ru ra l and 
c ity  p ro le ta r ia t had become so 
p o lit ic a lly  m ature , th a t in  spite 
of the obstacles o f the bourgeois 
p a rlia m e n ta ry  system, the  Social 
Dem ocrats g o t 103 seats in  a D ie t 
o f 200, the o n ly  S oc ia lis t P a rty  
in the w o rld  ever to  receive a 
p a rlia m e n ta ry  m a jo r ity .

The w o rke rs  and peasants then 
received an ob ject lesson in class 
rule. The bourgeoisie prevented 
the assem bling o f the D ie t.

In  1917 the re vo lu tio n a ry  
m ovem ent in  Russia and F in lan d  
m oved along pa ra lle l lines, w ith  
the B o lshevik  section o f the F in 
nish Social D em ocra tic  P a r ty  ev
en pressing ahead o f th e ir  Rus
sian comrades. K erensky  th re a t
ened the F inn ish  Soviets w ith  
m il ita ry  action  and denied them  
independence. Len in  advocated 
th e ir  r ig h t  to  independence; he 
had the h ighest a d m ira tio n  fo r  
the F inn ish  p ro le ta r ia t, and knew  
the y  would no t b reak fro m  a B o l
shevik  Russia.

O f th is  period, T ro ts k y  w rite s  
in  h is “ H is to ry  o f the Russian 
R e vo lu tion ": "F in la n d  became
fro m  the f irs t  a th o rn  in  the flesh 
o f the F e b ru a ry  regim e. Thanks 
to  the b itte rness o f the a g ra ria n  
problem , in  F in lan d  a problem  
o f “ to rp a rs ” — th a t is, sm all en
slaved tenants— the in d u s tr ia l 
w orkers, a lth ou gh  com pris ing  on
ly  14 per cent o f the popu lation, 
carried  the ru ra l popu la tion  w ith  
them .”

B y  September 1917 the F inns

i w ith  M oscow go too fa r. O nly 
! some such assurance can lie  be
h ind the  te n ta tive  wa it-and-see 
p o licy  adopted by  Roosevelt w ith  
respect to  the e xp ira tion  o f the 
Japanese-A m erican trade  tre a ty  
on Jan. 26. Ihstead o f go ing r ig h t  
ahead w ith  d is c r im in a to ry  levies 
aimed a t Japanese trade, the ad
m in is tra tio n  has dug up a m oth  
eaten ru lin g  d a tin g  back to  the 
days o f P resident G ra n t to  ju s t
i f y  a “ modus v ive nd i”  leav ing  
m a tte rs  ap p ro x im a te ly  s ta tio n a ry  
u n t il a new pact is a rranged w ith  
Japan. A nd  to ge t th a t pact the 
Japanese w il l  have to  en lis t in  
the an ti-S ov ie t fro n t.

were in  open m il ita ry  opposition 
to  the K erensky  regim e. “ Essen
t ia l ly  the B olsheviks had here a l
ready established a d ic ta to rsh ip  
o f the Soviets in  F in la n d ” , w rite s  
T ro tsky .

On Jan ua ry  27, 1918 the class 
s trugg le  in  F in lan d  entered its  
h ighest p o in t w ith  the ou tb reak 
o f the p ro le ta rian  insurrection . 
L e t a bourgeois h is to rian , J. 
Ham pdon Jackson, describe i t :  
“ . . . the s tru g g le  o f Jan ua ry  to  
M a y  1918 stands o u t as a C iv il 
W a r o f F inns aga ins t F inns, the 
old F in lan d  o f yeomen fa rm  
owners and pastors, led by  the 
Swedish-speaking educated class
es, aga inst the  p ro le ta r ia t o f the 
tow ns helped by the landless 
peasants. I t  was fo u g h t w ith  the 
te rr ib le  b ru ta li ty  w h ich  is  pecu
l ia r  to  class con flic ts ” .

The detailed s to ry  o f th is  p ro 
le ta r ia n  trage dy  has been fa ith 
fu l ly  to ld  in  V ic to r  Serge’s ac
count, rep rin ted  in  the S oc ia lis t 
Appeal o f Dec. 9, and Dec. 16, 
1939. The bourgeoisie had pre
pared th e ir  W h ite  Guards under 
General M annerheim , the same 
bu tcher w ho commands the F in 
nish a rm y  today. They received 
arm s and supplies fro m  Eng land, 
financ ia l support fro m  the U n ited  
States, and th e Germans sent a 
whole a rm y  corps to  in tervene 
aga inst the  w orkers. The Russian 
Bolsheviks were beaten back, the 
F inn ish  Red Guards cu t o ff and 
overwhelm ed a fte r  heroic res is t
ance.

O f 100,000 prisoners, men and 
women, taken by the bourgeoisie, 
they executed a t least 15,000 in  
cold blood, and allowed 15,000 to  
20,000 m ore to  die o f s ta rva tio n  
and disease in  th e ir  concentra
t io n  camps— a ll th is  in  a c o u n try  
o f on ly  3,500,000 people. T h is  is 
the documented record.

B y  H A R O L D  S W A N S O N
M IN N E A P O L IS — A t  a m eet

in g  assembled In the m un ic ipa l 
au d ito riu m  here Dec. 29, H e rb e rt 
Hoover launched his “ H e lp  F in 
land”  fun d  drive . To the blare of 
d rum s and the s tra in s  o f m a rt ia l 
m usic, am id  yards o f co lo rfu l 
b u n tin g  and flow ing  stream ers, 
accompanied by a lo t  o f flag - 
w aving , the m eeting  proved to  be 
a propaganda device to  w h ip  up 
sen tim en t fo r  a ho ly  w a r aga inst 
the Soviet Union.

A n ti-L a b o r “ H u m a n ita ria n s ”
Hoover, as na tiona l cha irm an 

o f the fund, p layed the leading 
ro le  in  th is  fa rce , a b ly  seconded 
by a sup po rting  cast o f o th e r 
p o litic ian s  and lackeys o f the 
bosses. There was G overnor Stas- 
sen, o f A n t i-L a b o r-B ill fam e, 
M a yo r Leach, whose cops shot 
unarm ed W P A  s tr ik e rs  in  the  
streets la s t sum m er, and the ren
egade, S enator Shipstead, who 
cast the de te rm in ing  vote in  the 
Senate w h ich  c u t the las t re lie f 
appropria tion .

C hairm an o f the m eeting  was 
Charles Bolles Rogers, treasu re r 
o f the V an  D u sen -H arring ton  Co., 
g ra in  f irm . P a trons and p a tro n 
esses o f the cause include abou t 
seventy fam ilies  o f the  upper

I t  is upon th is  b loody pile o f 
s laughtered w o rke rs  and peas
an ts th a t the new F inn ish  “ Re
pub lic ”  rests. I t  happened on ly  
22 years ago, and there live  to 
day in  F in la n d  thousands o f  rev
o lu tio n a ry  men and wom en o f 
the p ro le ta r ia t w ho took  p a r t  in  
the strugg le , were im prisoned 
and suffered in  the camps, los t 
brothers, sisters, fa the rs  and 
m others in  the W h ite  T e rro r— 
ye t the shameless scribb le rs and 
ora to rs  o f the bourgeoisie w ould 
have us believe th a t the  F inns 
are a un ited  people.

F IN N IS H  “ DEM O CR ACY'”
IN  A C T IO N

Since 1918 the F inn ish  bour
geoisie has rem ained in  absolute 
con tro l o f the F inn ish  state, set 
up by them  to  enforce and g u a r
antee th e ir  p ro p e rty  r ig h ts  
aga inst the F inn ish  masses. The 
s ta te  checks, res tr ic ts , and f in a l
ly  dissolves a t the d ic ta tes o f 
the bourgeoisie the p o lit ic a l and 
economic o rgan iza tions o f the 
w orkers, th e ir  unions and th e ir  
parties. The P resident has e x tra 
o rd in a ry  decree powers; he is re 
s tr ic te d  on ly  in  regard  to  the 
Budget, a m a tte r o f personal 
concern to F inn ish  cap ita lis ts .

The A rm y  rem ains under the 
con tro l o f its  rea c tion a ry  officer 
clique. Side by side w ith  it ,  the 

»bourgeoisie m a in ta in  a p r iva te  
storm  troop  force o f 100,000 
arm ed men, the C iv ic  G uard, 
o u tg ro w th  o f the W h ite  G uard o f 
1918. A t  every step in  th e ir  
s trugg le  fo r  existence, the  F in 
nish w o rke rs  are con fronted w ith  
the police power o f the F inn ish  
ru lin g  class.

H ow  does F inn ish  “ dem ocracy”  
w o rk ?  W h a t is its  record? The 
bourgeoisie ru les over a p ro le 
ta r ia t  bled w h ite  by the C iv il 
W a r and the W h ite  T e rro r, c rip -

crust. A m ong them  m ay be found 
m embers o f the Associated In 
dustries, c itade l o f the organized 
a n ti- la b o r forces o f  th is  c ity ;  
publishers o f the d a ily  sw indle 
sheets, and h igh-sa la ried  s k y -p i
lo ts, besides leaders o f Scandina- 
v ia n -A m e rican  p a tr io t ic  groups. 
These "h u m a n ita ria n s ”  have 
fo u g h t every progressive move
m en t o f the w o rk in g  class in  th is  
area. In  the fam ous T eam ster’s 
s tr ike s  o f 1934, no t one o f them  
li f te d  a finge r o f p ro te s t when 
“ B loody M ik e ”  Johannes, police 
chief, m urdered unarm ed s t r ik 
ers. N ow  they are a ll y e llin g  fo r  
the conv ic tion  o f the 162 W P A  
s tr ik e rs  who have been ind icted.

Recall Hoover's Record 
W hen the  vete rans came to 

W ash ing ton to  demand th e ir  bo
nus paym ent, H oover dispersed 
them  w ith  te a r gas. He con
demned m illio n s  o f the  unem 
ployed to s ta rve  w h ile  he poured 
b illions  o f do lla rs  down the ra t-  
holes o f inso lven t banks and de
fu n c t corporations. A s  food ad
m in is tra to r  d u r in g  the w a r, we 
rem em ber h im  best fo r  the m ea t
less, wheatless days, and the 
h igh  prices o f sugar and bu tte r. 
In  and ou t o f the presidency he 
is p a r t and parcel o f the govern-

pled by the m urde r and im p ris 
onm ent o f its  leaders. The bour
geoisie has the re fo re  found  i t  
possible to  p e rm it p a rlia m e n ta ry  
a c t iv ity — b u t no t to  the re vo lu 
tion is ts . The B olsheviks o f the 
Social D em ocra tic  P a r ty  le f t  i t  
to  become Com m unists— and
were outlaw ed. The Social Dem 
ocra ts rem a in  le g a l; fo r  th a t 
p a r ty  is d irected by the house- 
broken re fo rm is ts .

U nder F inn ish  “ dem ocracy”  
there  has been a continued and 
b ru ta l repression o f the elemen
ta ry  r ig h ts  o f the w orkers . The 
S oc ia lis t W orke rs  P a r ty  was o r
ganized by 1920 and a t once as
sumed con tro l over the trade 
un ion m ovem ent. I t  a ffilia ted  i t 
se lf to  the C om inte rn  and was 
im m ed ia te ly  banned; 20 o f its  
lead ing m embers be ing condemn
ed to  long prison term s. N e ve r
theless, in  1921 (cam pa ign ing  un
der ano the r name) the p a r ty  re 
ceived 128,000 votes, 14.5 o f the 
to ta l.

In  response to  peasant a g ita 
tion , the bourgeoisie presented a 
fa rc ic a l “ land re fo rm ”  program . 
F o r the  land the landowners gave 
up, they received governm ent 
bonds bearing 7% in te rest, w h ich  
the peasants had to  pay back to  
the  governm ent. A  la rge  section 
o f the  ru ra l poor, “ co ttag e rs ” , 
who on ly  received tw o  hectares 
(5 acres) m axim um , had to  pay 
9% in te rest. The bourgeoisie 
sta ted th a t the  “ co ttagers”  could 
pay e x tra  in te re s t as they  w orked 
in  the lu m be r camps in the w in 
te r  tim e  and had cash.

In  the a g ita tio n  aga inst th is  
in fam ous scheme, the Com m u
n is ts  p layed a  lead ing role. W ith  
no com punctions about “ democ
ra c y ”  the govern ing  class s ilenc
ed the pro tests  in  1923 b y  a rre s t
in g  140 lead ing m embers o f the 
P a rty , in c lud in g  the  21 le g a lly  
elected m em bers o f the  D ie t. 
M ore than  400 years o f im p rison 
m ent were de a lt to  them . B u t in  
1924, w ith  a new p a r ty  name, 
the Com m unists m anaged to  re 
ceive 11.6 o f the votes. A nd  in  
sp ite  o f persecution, evading the 
ban by  se ttin g  up a  lega l f ro n t  
under ano the r name, in  1929 they 
were rece iv ing  a lm ost 15% o f the 
votes.

(C ontinued ne x t week)

m ent o f the S ix ty  Fam ilies, 
w h ich  holds in  oppression the 
P hilipp ines, the H aw aiians, the 
Cubans, the P ue rto  ¡Ricans, the 
Samoans, the  L ibe rians, and ex
ercises economic dom ina tion  over 
L a t in  and South A m erica . H o w  
m uch considera tion  has he ever 
m an ifested fo r  the m illio n s  o f 
underpaid w o rke rs  in  A m erica , 
o r  the s lo w -s ta rv in g  sharecrop
pers o f the deep S outh, o r  the 
O kies— the D ust B ow l v ic tim s —  
r ig h t  in  his own back ya rd ?

Rest assured, however, th a t no t 
a ll o f  the people a t the m eeting 
swallow ed th is  pious fra u d  w ith 
o u t a g ra in  o f  sa lt. The renegade, 
Shipstead, made a reference to 
G erm any’s a id  to  c a p ita lis t F in 
land aga ins t the revo lu tion  tw en
t y  years ago. I t  wasn’t  m uch and 
i t  w a sn 't clear, b u t a rip p le  o f ap
plause greeted the rem a rk , th a t 
m ust (have g iven the fa t  boys a 
b it  o f a tw in g e ! A n d  there are 
any num ber o f F inn ish  im m i
g ra n ts  in  these p a rts  who reca ll 
v /ith  a c h ill w h a t conditions were 
lik e  in  the F in la n d  fro m  whose 
shores the y  departed n o t so m any 
years ago. T hey  kno w  fu l l  w e ll 
th a t the w o rke rs  have had to  
f ig h t  every inch o f the w a y  
aga ins t the M annerheim s.

Oakland Leader Gets Death Threat

B e h i n d  t h e  L in e s

H oover W hoops I t  Up F o r 
rH o ly  W ar  In  F in n  D rive

Anti-Labor Forces Turn Out En Masse 
Backing Appeal for "Poor Little Finland"

astated areas tow a rd  the Cau- 
casion fro n tie r . F rom  In d ia  B r i
ta in  has been b rin g in g  up la rge  
forces fo r  action in  the N ear 
East.

On the F a r  E as te rn  f ro n t— the 
m a jo r the a te r o f A m erican  in te r
est— the com binations are s t i l l  in  
a h ig h ly  flu id  sta te . The K re m 
lin ’s haste in  y ie ld ing  im p o rta n t 
concessions to  the Japanese in  
th e ir  nego tia tions is p ro o f th a t 
W ash ing ton ’s pressure on Japan 
is bearing f ru it .

The tw o  pacts signed la s t 
week by Moscow and Tokyo  
were both d ip lo m a tic  triu m p h s  
fo r  Japan. M oscow agreed to 
conclude a lo ng -te rm  fisheries 
convention —  w h ich she had 
been re fus ing  since 1936— and 
accepted the  M anchukuo c la im s 
reducing the fina l paym ent due 
to  the  S oviet U n ion  on the 
Chinese E aste rn  ra ilw a y . F in a l
ly , Moscow agreed to  nego tia te  
border dem arcation agreem ents 
everyw here along th a t vas t 
3,000-mile fro n t ie r  m arked  so 
often  by  arm ed clashes d u rin g  
the  la s t seven years.

N o th in g  lo a th  to  snap up such 
cheaply-won gains, the Japanese 
have a t the same tim e  apparen tly  
ind ica ted to W ash ing ton  th a t 

th e y  w il l  no t le t  th e ir  f l ir ta t io l

O A K L A N D , C a lifo rn ia — A ilene 
S atu rley, one o f the m ost active 
figures in  the m il ita n t Federal 
Unem ployed U n ion  here, received 
an anonym ous le tte r  th rea ten ing  
her life , postm arked in  O akland 
Dec. 27.

The le tte r, consis ting  o f words 
and le tte rs  cu t ou t o f newspapers 
and pasted together, reads:

“ Get out. o f the  union before 
i t ’s too la te . Y ou had a T A S T E  
o f w h a t happens to  R E B E LS . 
Don’t  count on y o u r T ro ts k y  
friends.”

The reference to  a “ tas te ” 
shows th a t the sender o f the note 
was invo lved in  the a ttem pted  
k idnapp ing  and b la ck ja ck in g  o f 
M rs. S a tu rley  in  Ju ly , 1938. In  
v iew  o f the  whole past record o f 
the case, her associates in  the 
un ion have persuaded M rs. Sat
u rley  to n o t ify  a ll labo r papers of 
the s itu a tio n  in  o rder as fa r  as 
possible to  pub lic ize  the  fa c ts  and 
thus ham per those whom  they be
lieve responsible fo r  th rea ten ing  
he r: the S ta lin is ts .

Here is the record:
F oug h t S ta lin is t B e traya ls

1. M rs. S a tu rley , m o the r o f tw o  
g row n  ch ild ren, jo ined the P ub lic  
■Works and Unem ployed U n ion  in

O akland ea rly  in  1935 when she 
f irs t  received re lie f. She soon be
came know n as an active  m il ita n t  
in  the s trugg le  fo r  b e tte r condi
tions fo r  the unem ployed and as 
a fig h te r aga inst the C om m unist 
p a r ty  m achine w h ich  ru th less ly  
con tro lled  th a t union. In  the fa ll 
o f 1935 she and fifte en  o ther 
w o rke rs  resigned fro m  the PW - 
U U  because o f the be traya ls  o f 
the unemployed b y  the S ta lin is ts .

2. T h a t w in te r  the  P W U U  was 
dissolved in to  the new ly-fo rm ed 
W orkers  A lliance . A  bookbinder 
by trade, M rs. S a tu rley  g o t a jo b  
on the W P A  p ro je c t, and im m ed i
a te ly  jo ined the new union. She 
was the f irs t  w o rk e r on her p ro 
je c t to  jo in  and helped organize 
the p ro jec t. In  A p r il,  1936, the re  
was a W P A  s tr ik e  and M rs. S a t
u rley  became know n as a rea l 
f ig h te r on the p icke t line. She 
fo u g h t the  S ta lin is ts  and they 
began a tw o -fo ld  cam paign 
aga ins t her. On the one hand they 
tr ie d  to  w in  he r to jo in  the  CP, 
on the o th e r hand they began a 
cam paign o f slander and th rea ts  
aga inst her.

3. F o llo w in g  the s tr ik e  M rs. 
S a tu rley  became the cen ter o f a 
f ig h t fo r  dem ocracy in  the union.

The S ta lin is ts  increased th e ir  
th rea ts . In  Ju ly , 1938, M rs. S at
u rley  was k idnapped by a m an 
she had never seen, and a t the 
p o in t o f a k n ife  taken  fro m  the 
corner o f 12th and C lay St. to  a 
house near the corner o f 14th 
and Linden. O utside the house 
she broke loose. H e r k idnapper 
beat her w ith  a b la ck ja ck  b u t she 
managed to  break aw ay and fled. 
A t  the  hosp ita l where she was 
trea ted  the police were ca lled to  
investigate. R ecogniz ing her as 
a m il ita n t  un ion o rgan izer, the y  
demanded names o f un ion m em 
bers. She refused and the  police 
gave up the in ves tig a tion .

4. P r io r  to  and a fte r  th is  b lack
ja ck ing , M rs. S a tu rley  was “ ad
vised" by “ fr ie n d s ”  to  abandon 
the s trugg le  aga ins t the S ta lin 
ists. H e r ca r was tam pered w ith  
frequen tly , eavesdroppers kep t 
w a tch  on her, her rooms were 
searched, etc.

G iven Moscow T r ia l
5. F in a lly  in  June, 1939, the 

C om m unist p a r ty  m achine gave 
her a ty p ic a l Moscow t r ia l  in  the 
un ion ( the S ocia lis t A ppea l re 
ported the s to ry  a t th a t t im e ). 
She was charged as a T ro ts k y is t,

d is rup te r, etc., and was g iven no 
o p p o rtu n ity  to  answer the cha rg 
es F o llo w in g  the t r ia l ,  the  Y o u th  
Local o f the  W orke rs  A llian ce  
was also expelled, fo r  in tro d u c in g  
an a n ti-w a r program . Hundreds 
o f w o rkers  fro m  a ll locals in  the 
E ast B ay e ith e r resigned o r ju s t  
w a lked ou t o f the A lliance.

6. The Federa l Unem ployed 
U n ion was then organized w ith  
the aid  and leadership o f M rs. 
S a tu rley  and began to  grow . The 
W orke rs  A lliance , on the  o the r 
hand, has dw ind led to  a lm ost 
no th in g  in  the  E as t B ay  where i t  
was once v e ry  strong .

Guarded B y  U n ion M em bers
7. U n ion  m em bers are on con

s ta n t guard  a t M rs. S a tu rle y ’s 
house. On the n ig h t o f Dec. 27. 
w h ile  the un ion m em ber on guard  
was away, a m an a ttem p te d  to  
ge t in to  the house. He fa iled . The 
ne x t day the th re a te n in g  note a r
rived.

Since the G PU ra ts  dread the 
lig h t  o f day, exposing th is  in  the 
labo r press m ay save M rs. S a tu r
ley. The Federa l Unem ployed U n 
ion Intends to  issue a  le a fle t fo r  
d is tr ib u tio n  th ro u g h  the E a s t B ay 
to  safeguard M rs. S a tu rley .

Lovestone Shows 
Norman Thomas 
How to Do I t

B y  F E L IX  M O RRO W
W hen, three m onths ago, the  N o rm an Thom as 

Socia lists and the Lovestone g roup  voted w ith  
the  A m erican  Labo r P a r ty  leaders fo r  a p ro -A lly  
reso lu tion  on fo re ig n  po licy, we p red ic ted: the y  
are ta k in g  the  road to  "d em ocra tic ”  pa trio tism . 
V e rifica tio n  o f ou r p red ic tion  has come q u ic k ly  
enough; General Thom as and Colonel Lovestone 
are now enrolled in  the A m erican  E x p e d itio n a ry  
Force fo r  F in land.

The social and ideo log ica l roo ts lead ing to  th is  
course did  n o t o f course, begin three m onths ago. 
The in te rested  reader m ay find  a c r it ic a l h is to ry  
o f the developm ent (degenera tion) o f these 
groups by read ing the polem ics in  the  T ro ts k y is t  
press aga ins t them  a t each stage o f the la s t ten  
years. Even well-d isposed readers o f ou r press 
fe lt  a t tim es ( I  suspect) as the y  read these po l
emics, th a t there was in  them  a good deal o f 
h a ir-s p lit tin g . The dismembered h a ir  tu rn s  out, 
however, to  be No M an ’s Land, w ith  the  contend
in g  groups in  opposing trenches. They w ear the 
u n ifo rm  o f c a p ita lis t in te rven tion , we the u n ifo rm  
o f the Red A rm y . N o t a  sm all difference.

Their Crushing Answer to Us
Thom as-Lovestone have a crush ing  re p ly  to  us: 

you are in  the Red A rm y  o f S ta lin . W e have 
a lready answered th a t charge, n o t once, b u t tho u 
sands o f tim es in  the la s t ten years. O u r funda
m enta l s ta r t in g  p o in t on the Russian question 
has been a basic d is tin c tio n  between the S oviet 
U n ion  and the S ta lin is t bureaucracy. The econ
om ic conquests o f the O ctober revo lu tion  a re  tihe 
Soviet U n ion. The pa ra s itic  g ro w th  upon i t  o f a 
degenerate bureaucracy is a fa c t  w h ich  we 
T ro ts k y is ts  analyzed and fo u g h t d u rin g  m any 
years when Thom as-Lovestone called us, as a 
consequence, an ti-S ov ie t. To save the Soviet 
U n ion, the bureaucracy m ust be ove rth row n  
by a p o lit ic a l revo lu tion , arm s in  hand. B u t 
ove rth row n  by the  w orkers , and no t by  cap
i ta l is t  in te rven tion . A g a in s t the c a p ita lis t 
w o rld , we defend the S oviet U n ion . T h is  has 
been ou r pos ition  con s is ten tly  d u rin g  the la s t 
years, and Thom as-Lovestone never dream ed o f 
c a llin g  us a llies  o f S ta lin . B efore th e y  could m ake 
th a t charge, the y  had to  go over bod ily  to  the 
opposite trenches.

Thomas Was A Bit Hasty
O ur s tandpo in t is  based, we repeat, on a fu n 

dam enta l d is tin c tio n  between S oviet economy and 
the S ta lin is t bureaucracy. Can Thom as-Lovestone 
suggest a s im ila r  fun dam e n ta l d is tin c tio n  be
tween F in n ish  economy and the F inn ish  bour
geoisie, as a ju s tific a tio n  fo r  sup po rting  the  F in 
n ish puppets o f O ham berla in -D alad ier-R oosevelt ? 
Thom as seems to  have sought such a d is tinc tio n , 
w ith  the re su lt th a t  the S oc ia lis t C a ll p rin ted  
some w e ird  fa ir y  tales, in  e d ito r ia l fo rm , abou t 
the economic paradise in  w h ich  the F in n ish  w o rk 
ers and peasants live. There was a ratlher a b ru p t 
cessation o f those ed ito ria ls , h o w e v e r;' maybe 
somebody read o ff to  Thom as the  League o f N a 
tions s ta tis tic s  on F inn ish  lan<f ownership.

T h is is an old prob lem  f v t  "s o c ia lis t” -p a tr io ts  
— how  to  m ake a  d is tin c tio n  between themselves 
and the cap ita lis ts  w hen bo th  are un ited  in  w a r 
aim s. M uch in g e n u ity  was exercised on th is  
prob lem  d u rin g  the f ir s t  W o rld  W a r by  the  So
c ia l D em ocra ts in  d is tin g u ish in g  themselves fro m  
the Ka iser, Poincare, L lo y d  George, etc.

Lovestone's "Clever" Formula
I t  m ust be rea d ily  conceded th a t Lovestone is 

fa r  m ore clever a t th is  game than Thomas. The 
S oc ia lis t C a ll rushed headlong in to  a series o f 
ind iscre tions w h ich  i t  is  now  t ry in g  to  cover up ; 
w h ile  the W orke rs  A ge  preserved a s ly  silence 
u n t il a  s k il lfu l fo rm u la  could be found. T h a t fo r 
m u la  'has f in a lly  been w o rked  o u t and is present
ed in  an e d ito r ia l in  the la te s t W orke rs  A ge  
(Jan ua ry  6 ). W e g ive its  sa lien t po rtion s :

“ . . . we stand w ith  the  F in n ish  masses in  
th e ir  heroic f i’g h t to beat back the invader 
. . . W e say f r a n k ly  th a t  we do n o t t r u s t  the  
F in n ish  governm ent; we do n o t rega rd  i t  as 
a re liab le , s tead fast cham pion o f F inn ish  in 
dependence. The present ru l in g  elem ents in  
F in la n d  are bound v e ry  closely to  the  B r it is h  
F o re ign  Office, and to  the B r it is h  F o re ign  
Office F in lan d  is s im p ly  a paw n in  the game 
o f im p e r ia lis t d ip lom acy. B r it is h  d ip lom acy 
sacrificed C zeclio -S lovakia  to  H it le r ;  a few  
weeks ago i t  offered to  m ake a deal w ith  
S ta lin  a t the expense o f h a lf  o f  Poland. W ho 
know s w h a t in tr ig u e s  are now be ing ca rried  
on by the agents o f D o w n ing  S tree t a t the 
expense o f the F inns. N o g ro up  in  F in lan d  
th a t is so c losely lin k e d  up w ith  the B r it is h  
F o re ign  Office as are the bourgeois ru lin g  
c irc les o f th a t  c o u n try  can be fu l ly  tru s te d  
to  defend F inn ish  independence to  the la s t.”

A  c lever fo rm u la . I t  enables Lovestone to 
speak h a rsh ly  abou t the  F inn ish : bourgeoisie 
(whereas Thom as made the m is take  o f present- 
in g  them  as house-broken), to  characterize  them  
as puppets o f the im p e ria lis ts  (w h ich  Thom as 
had denied), and to  "dem and" th a t  labo r a id  
F in lan d  “ independently" o f Hoover, a clever 
fo rm u la — b u t o n ly  fo r  those w ho are seeking 
such form ulas.

Lovestone Sets His Demands
F o r note its  in te rn a l logic. The F inn ish  bo u r

geoisie canno t be trus ted . T here fore  ove rth ro w  
them ? D on’t  defend th e ir  F in land , b u t o n ly  a 
soc ia lis t F in la n d ?  N o t a b it  o f it ,  says Love- 
stone: by  a ll means defend bourgeois F in land . 
W h a t he doesn 't t ru s t  the bourgeoisie to  do is 
ju s t  th a t— defend bourgeois F in land . He 's a fra id  
they  w i l l  su rrender to  S ta lin , as the  Czecho-slo- 
vaks surrendered to  H itle r ,  a t  B r it is h  insistence.

Suppose the B r it is h  F o re ign  Office reassures 
Lovestone th a t  i t  has no such in te n tio n . Suppose 
i t  g ives h im  guarantees, b y  sending a  flee t 
th rou gh  the Dardanelles to  s tr ik e  th ro u g h  Odes
sa and ano the r th ro u g h  S iberia . W ith  such re 
assurance— and i t  appears to  be com ing— Love
stone w i l l  have no fu r th e r  reservations to  m ake 
concern ing the wholeheartedness o f h is a lliance 
w ith  the F inn ish  bourgeoisie.
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FIGHT W ITH THE SOCIALIST 
WORKERS PARTY FOR:

x. A  job  and a decent l iv in g  fo r  every w o rke r.
2. Open the  Idle fac to ries— operate them  under 

w o rke rs ’ con tro l.
3. A  T w en ty -B U llon  d o lla r Federal pub lic  w o rks  

and housing program .
4. T h ir ty - th ir ty — $30-weekly m in im u m  wage— 30- 

hour w eekly m ax im um  fo r  a l l w o rke rs  on a ll jobs.
5. T h ir ty  d o lla r w eek ly  old-age and d is a b ility

pension.
fl. E xp ro p ria te  the S ix ty  Fam ilies.
7. A l l  w a r funds to  the  unemployed.
8. A  people’s re ferendum  on any and a ll wars.
9. N o secret d ip lom acy.

10. A n  Independent La bo r P a rty .
11. W orkers ’ Defense G uards aga inst v ig ila n te  and 

Fasc is t a ttacks .
12. F u ll social, p o lit ic a l and economic e q ua lity  fo r  

the N egro people.

Two of a Kind
The Stalinists are among those most directly 

responsible fo r the m illion-job cut in the Roose
velt budget. It  is a question whether Roosevelt, 
could have dared do it. without their pro-Roose
velt propaganda in the labor movement during 
the last four years, their conversion o f the W ork
ers Alliance into a company union serving 
Roosevelt, their deliberate lying to cover up his 
anti-labor acts. To what lengths they went in 
the service of Roosevelt can be seen— to mention 
but one instance— by reading the “ reports”  in the 
Daily Worker during last summer's nation-wide 
W P A  strike. A ll o f Roosevelt's own acts, they 
laid at the door o f the “ Tories.”  Now they are 
shedding crocodile tears that Roosevelt has gone 
over to reaction. I t  is obvious to the naked eye, 
however, that i f  tomorrow Roosevelt beckons a 
finger to Stalin, the Stalinists w ill go back to 
singing his praises and covering up his war 
against the unemployed.

The Stalinist system of lying is a revolting 
spectacle. I t  is not, however, limited to Stalinists. 
Witness, for example, the behavior of the Social- 
Democrats, who hold themselves to be at the 
opposite pole from the Stalinists. They arc dis
tinguished from the Stalinists in their devotion 
to truth— they say. Here is the kind of truth they 
peddle, in an article dealing with Roosevelt's ad
dress last week to Congress:

“ I t ’s no secret th a t the  ed ito rs o f the  New 
Leader th in k  Itoosevelt one o f the g rea test lead
ers th is  na tion  has produced, despite Ids p a rty  
a ffilia tio n . B u t one m an doesn’t  m ake a move
m en t; one m an’s idealism , one m an’s s tr iv in g  fo r  
the  ‘one th ird  o f a  na tion ’ doesn’t  feed, clothe, 
and house the  m illio ns  o f jobless. Roosevelt has 
done a  good job. He has revo lu tion ized, to  a de
gree, the  A m erican  ph ilosophy o f governm ent. He 
has set progressive standards o f pub lic  re lie f, 
labo r re la tions, pub lic  health  and housing, fro m  
w h ich even the  ebu llien t G.O.P. hopefuls can’t  
re tre a t.

“ B u t i t  isn ’t  enough. He has been sabotaged by 
h is own p a rty , and the  men o f o th e r pa rties  who 
were elected to  care fo r  the  people d u rin g  the 
th ir t ie s .”  (N ew  Leader, Jan ua ry  6).

Such is the comment, of a paper which calls 
itself socialist, on a speech in which Roosevelt 
served notice that he was taking the lead in cut
ting down relief, a speech supplemented by spe
cific figures the next day wiping out a m illion 
jobs on W P A  and P W A ! Can one put it down 
to a lack o f understanding, to a process o f honest 
mistakes? N o! No more than one could find a 
drop o f honesty in the Stalinist whitewash of 
Roosevelt or their present line.

The war-mongering editors of the New Lead
er and the labor skates they serve, like their bro
thers in the Second International in Britain, 
France and Belgium, are part o f the war ma
chine. For the sake o f a few crumbs from the 
table o f the “ democratic”  capitalists— crumbs 
which go to these labor “ leaders”  and a thin 
strata o f the aristocracy o f labor, but o f which 
the vast m ajority of the slaves in the British, 
French and American empires are deprived —  
these scoundrels are doing what they can to put 
the workers in uniform and keep them quiet and 
obedient in the trenches. To do that requires sys
tematic lying about the realities o f “ democracy.” 
From this well o f conscious corruption comes 
this latest lie in the New Leader.

We beg to be excused from the impossible 
task o f deciding which is worse, a Stalinist or a 
Social Democrat, Earl Browder or Louis Wald- 
rnan. The fact is, they are two o f a kind.

Stalin’s Friends
The “ Friends o f the Soviet Union”  have sil

ently folded their tents and melted away into the 
shadows o f the past.

They claimed to number millions, only a few 
months ago. Loudly down the years they parad
ed, one after another, the sw iftly  changing slog
ans o f their master in the Kremlin. They pro
claimed themselves the stoutest defenders of 
Stalin's brutal purge and the witchcraft trials,

Now o f a sudden they are gone. How and 
when they departed no one knows. Where and 
by what vote and for what reasons they dissolved 
themselves, no one knows. Their liquidation came 
to light just like the many “ liquidations”  they 
hailed in Moscow. I t  was casually announced in 
a statement about something else to the press by 
their chairman, Corliss Lamont, g ift of the Six
ty Families to the Kremlin.

In  the course of a statement apropos o f the 
Dies Committee, Lamont said: “ The American 
Friends of the Soviet Union, practically dormant 
as a national organization since 1936, actually 
went out o f existence some time ago.”

That was all. Just like the little paragrahs in 
Stalin’s newspapers announcing that such and 
such a commissar or vice-commissar was not 
coming to his office anymore.

What has happened to these “ friends”  at a 
time when Stalin needs friends as never before? 
What has happened to all the hoarse professors, 
the Park Avenue pinks, the F ifth  Avenue Fellow 
Travelers who filled the vociferous cheering sec
tion when the Kremlin Caesar turned his wolves 
loose on the last remnants o f the old Bolshevik 
Party? Where today are all these writers o f reso
lutions, signers o f telegrams, these sitters in soft 
seats who were to be the bulwark o f the Soviet 
land against those who traduced and attacked it ?

They are gone, all gone in a great passing of 
wind, gone w ith the “ friends”  o f the Vincent 
Sheehan stripe. Anybody who troubles to look 
into the crowded compound o f liberals, pacifists, 
fakers, liars, cowards who have rushed with the 
war back into the folds o f their capitalists mas
ters w ill find all Stalin’s “ friends”  there. There, 
after all, is where they always belonged. Having 
cheered when Stalin dealt blows at the October 
revolution, they are ready to cheer now as the 
capitalist world gets ready to strike both at Stalin 
and what remains of the October revolution.

And these were the people who had the ef
frontery to call us enemies o f the Soviet U n ion ! 
We answered them: we would defend the real 
Soviet Union—the economic conquests o f Octo
ber— against Stalin and against the capitalist 
world, including Stalin's “ friends.”  When the 
test came, we said, we would be found at our 
posts while the “ friends”  would have fled to the 
enemy. It has happened.

C R U D E, B U T  C L E A R  E N O U G H
U nder the t i t le  “ A  H in t  to  the R ich ” , an ed ito ria l in  

the N ew  Y o rk  W orld  Telegram , Dec. 20, appealed fo r  
funds fo r  F in lan d :

“ W e w a n t in  th is  connection to  p o in t ou t a ve ry  
p ra c tica l p ropos ition :

“ Those w ho have been loudest in  th e ir  hate o f 
com m unism  have been the ones who have the m ost 
to  lose. N ow  is  the tim e  fo r  them  to  show th e ir  sen
tim en ts . . .

“ F o r the ric h  th is  is som eth ing in  the na tu re  o f a 
barga in. They can g e t m ore than a  d o lla r fo r  every 
d o lla r  subscribed. . .

“ A  w o rd  to  the w ise and a h in t  (-o the r ic h  are 
sometimes suffic ient. A n d  as an insurance proposi 
tio n  fo r  the rest o f the w o rld  F inn ish  Relie f, Inc., 
looks the  best in  o u r life tim e . . .’’

De Valera-Turncoat
The English haven't had to send new Black 

and Tan contingents to Ireland so far, because 
this time they've got de Valera working for them.

Having taken his pieces o f silver from his 
English masters, the present-day head of the 
Irish government is turning on his former com
rades o f the Irish Republican Arm y with noth
ing less than Black and Tan savagery.

W ith  the aid o f a hysterical campaign seeking 
to tar the I.R .A . fighters w ith the Nazi brush—  
(de Valera himself was called an “ agent o f the 
Kaiser”  the last tim e)— de Valera has put 
through the Dail a law authorizing imprisonment 
without tria l fo r 'any persons whose liberty is 
deemed injurious to the safety o f the State. 
What else did the Black and Tans try  to enforce?

De Valera's police, cheered on by the Cosgrave 
“ opposition,”  are hunting down members of the 
I.R.A. and all known friends and sympathizers 
o f the struggle for Irish freedom. De Valera's 
challenge has been taken up by his former com
rades, and days o f struggle in the midst o f a 
European war are ahead once more in Ireland:

De Valera is teaching the .bold revolutionists 
of Ireland— had they need to learn it?— that 
compromise with England will never make their 
country free. I t  is our fervent hope that they w ill 
also learn in this struggle that they w ill never win 
that freedom in isolated skirmishes, however dar
ing or audacious, or by bomb, grenade, rifle, and 
machine gun alone. When they rally the workers 
o f all Ireland behind them in open, united, mass 
struggle, they w ill find the path to victory.

What Happened to the 
Workers Alliance?

A s the R ooseve lt-W oodrum -B ricke r-LaG uard ia  
d rive  aga inst the unemployed Shifts in to  h igh , as 
federal, s ta te  and local re lie f standards are 
forced down to  ever m ore subhum an levels, m any 
o f the unem ployed are no doubt w ondering  w h a t 
h it  the W orkers  A lliance. How  can i t  be th a t a 
o n ce -m ilitan t union like  the A lliance  has col
lapsed so m ise rab ly?

F o r an exce llent b rie f descrip tion  o f w ha t has 
happened to  the W orke rs  A llian ce  we have on ly  
to  go to H e rbe rt B en jam in , who has been fo r  
years the S ta lin is t power behind the th rone o f 
A lliance  president D av id  Lasser. W rite s  Com
rade B en jam in , in  an a rtic le  on “ The Unem 
ployed M ovem ent in  the  U .S .A .” :

“ The g rea t masses are s t i l l  sub ject to the 
illus ion  that- some easy and ‘painless’ w ay 
can be found o f so lv ing  th e ir  u rg en t prob 
lems. O pp ortun is t elem ents ca te r to  these 
illus ions. . . They encourage the  w o rke rs  to  
believe th a t mass action Is unnecessary, th a t 
the leaders can induce re lie f au th o ritie s  to  
im prove re lie f standards and e lim ina te  
abuses. In  place o f mass action  the y  em ploy 
m ore o r less fr ie n d ly  nego tia tions between 
unemployed leaders and re lie f offic ia ls, who 
are qu ite  w illin g  to  encourage th is  k in d  o f 
re la tionsh ip  because they rea lize th a t i t  w ill 
underm ine the  power o f the  unemployed 
organ iza tion . . . The m em bership is deprived 
o f its  in it ia t iv e , Its  m ilita n c y  is v itia te d , i l lu 
s io n s  are prom oted, and its  leadership be
comes corrup ted .”
Comrade B en jam in  is n o t “ confessing” . He 

w ro te  these words in  The C om m unist fo r  June, 
1935. Tire h is to ry  o f the W orke rs  A lliance— a 
h is to ry  he h im se lf is  la rg e ly  responsible fo r—  
bears o u t w o rd  fo r  w ord the accuracy o f h is an
alysis. No, Comrade B en jam in  is no t "confessing”  
— b u t can he p u t o ff the day m uch longer?

Socialism Comes to Finland
F o r weeks now the D a ily  W o rke r has been 

re p o rtin g  Red A rm y  v ic to ries  in  F in land, v ic 
to ries  w h ich  have been suppressed by  the  rest 
o f the press. So, too, w ith  the  advance o f socia l
ism  in to  F in lan d  behind the  tanks  o f the  Red 
A rm y . O f the g ia n t s trides tow ards S talino-so- 
c ia lism  reported by the D a ily  W o rke r day a fte r  
day, no t a w ord  in  the N . Y . Tim es. B u t now a t 
la s t a s tride  has been made th a t is so g ig a n tic  
th a t even the ly in g  bourgeois press doesn’t  dare 
to  suppress it .

I t  seems th a t on December 11, 1939— h is to ric  
da te !— the in ha b itan ts  o f the F inn ish  v illag e  o f 
K a rk u  assembled and elected a “ com m ittee  o f 
the W o rk in g  People’s F ro n t in  K a rk u ” . (The 
T im es does n o t spec ify  ju s t  where K a rk u  is, b u t 
we m ay assume, considering the progress o f the 
Red A rm y , th a t i t  is fa ir ly  close to  the border.) 
T h is  was no paper organ iza tion . A t  once the 
W o rk in g  People’s F ro n t swung in to  action. 
Bold ly, i t  too k  over the  goods o f a  loca l tra d in g  
com pany and, a f te r  m a k in g  a ca re fu l in ve n to ry  
o f them , i t  procla im ed—-a reduction  in  the  price

B y  a decree issued Novem ber 15, w o rk in g  
hours are increased to  72 per week, w ith  a m ax
im um  o f 14 hours set per day. F o r women and 
ch ildren, the l im it  is set a t 60 hours per week 
and 10 hours per day!

I t  m us t be remembered, in  add ition , th a t the 
leng then ing  o f the w o rk  week and day doesn’t  
a t a ll m ake fo r  a la rg e r pay envelope. T hrough  
a com plicated system  o f ove rtim e-pay-taxes and 
wage-taxes, the essential fea tu res o f w h ich  we 
described in  a previous column, the F rench w o rk 
e r now gets the same pay fo r  60 hours o f w o rk  
th a t he received fo r  40 hours before the  o u t
break o f the w a r.

S trikes  are, o f course, ou tlaw ed. B u t, m ore 
than th a t, revisions in  wage rates can be made 
on ly  by governm ent decree.

The shop s tew a rd  system  has been abolished. 
The men can no longer e lect th e ir  representa
tives. They m ay be represented on ly  by offic ia ls  
o f the “ lo y a l'’ trade  unions— th a t is, unions th a t 
have been purged, w ith  police aid, o f a ll “ non
con fo rm is t”  elements.

The difference in  w o rk in g  conditions under the 
F rench "dem ocracy”  and the  N a z i d ic ta to rsh ip  
is p ra c tic a lly  a t the  van ish ing  po in t.

* * *
We m entioned here la s t week th a t the a g ita 

tio n  o f the  bourgeois "p ac ifis ts ”  lik e  F land in , de- 
M onzie and Bonnet is to le ra ted  by  the govern
m ent. The same s itu a tio n  holds true , we learn, 
also fo r  the Pau l Faure  w in g  o f the  F rench  So
c ia lis t P a r ty  (S .F .I.O .). I t  m ust be remembered 
th a t  Pau l Faure  ha iled the “ M un ich " peace. On 
the o th e r hand, the  Leon B lu m  w in g  o f the p a rty , 
a lthough  com ple te ly  p a trio tic , is being harassed 
by the au tho rities . Some o f its  m ost p ro m ine n t 
m embers are be ing sent to the fro n t. B lum  was, 
o f course, m il ita n t ly  “ an ti-M u n ich ” . A l l  o f w h ich  
w ould seem to  ind ica te  th a t the D a lad ie r regim e, 
on the fence m ost o f the tim e, is a t the least 
leav ing  the door open tow ards the conclusion o f 
a truce  w ith  Germ any, in  o rder to  d ire c t its  guns 
elsewhere.

Troubles of the British Empire
L a te s t to  s t ir  rebe llious ly  aga inst the U n ion 

Jack are the lo w ly  Lascars, those na tive  E as t 
In d ia n  seamen w ho are the backbone o f B r it is h  
sh ipp ing in  the F a r  East.

The Lascars are s im p ly  w a lk in g  o ff the  ships 
when they reach' po rts  w h ich  seem to  them  to 
be approaching the w a r zone. They are in te n t 
no t to  shed one drop o f blood fo r  the E m pire .

Thus, in  Sydney, A u s tra lia , Lascar crews who 
had q u it  refused 100 per cent increases in  pay 
and p re fe rred  to  rem ain on the beach. The gov
ernm ent had to  im p o rt, by  a irp lane  fro m  Cal
cu tta , a ce rta in  K ha n  B ahadur F az lu l K a r im —  
a na tive  "s tro n g ”  m an— to  break th e ir  res is t
ance. However, he has m et on ly  w ith  p a r t ia l suc
cess. Despite his presence, a Lascar crew  held a 
pub lic  dem onstra tion  in  Sydney a t the  end o f 
Novem ber, dec la ring  its  f irm  in te n tio n  to  s tay  
ou t o f the w a r and dem anding re lie f pending re 
p a tria tio n  to  Ind ia .

o f m atches fro m  2 m arks  to  l t y  m arks. N o r did 
the W o rk in g  People’s F ro n t stop there in  its  
headlong rush tow ards socialism . I t  m arked sa lt 
down fro m  2% to  IV2 m arks, and slashed the 
price o f coffee fro m  20 to  16 m arks  a pound.

T h is  re v o lu tio n a ry  ac tion— com ing dangerously 
close to  o u tr ig h t exp rop ria tio n— was in  line  w ith  
the equa lly  d a rin g  p rog ram  o f Comrade K uus i- 
nen’s “ F inn ish  People’s G overnm ent” . I t  is  true  
the K uusinen reg im e fe lt  i t  p ruden t to  p roc la im  
th e ir  respect fo r  p r iv a te  p rope rty . (A f te r  a ll, 
the y ’re respectable bureaucrats, n o t adven tu ris ts  
and pu tsch is ts .) B u t the y  d idn ’ t  hesita te  to  raise 
such re vo lu tio n a ry  demands as the e ig h t hour 
day and even vacations w ith  pay. N o r can Com
rade Kuusinen be blam ed i f  these p a rtic u la r de
mands happen to  have been won, years ago, by 
the F inn ish  la bo r unions. He ha sn 't been in  F in 
land fo r  a long tim e.

B u t i t  m ust be ad m itted  th a t Comrade K u u s i
nen made a bad m is take  when he om itte d  fro m  
h is re vo lu tio n a ry  p rog ram  any reference to  co l
lec tive  fa rm in g . He had exce llent reasons fo r  
th is  om ission: he th o u g h t the F inn ish  land lords 
w o u ld n ’t  lik e  it .  B u t nonetheless i t  tu rn s  o u t to 
have been a bad ta c tic a l e rro r. F o r now, accord
in g  to  the N . Y . T im es o f Jan. 5, the M anner- 
he im -Tanner reg im e is expected to  in troduce 
“ the Russian co llective  fa rm  system ”  its e lf  in  
o rd e r to  prosecute the  w a r m ore successfully.

D iscourag ing  days fo r  Com rade Kuusinen, 
Whose re vo lu tio n a ry  p ro g ra m  tu rn s  o u t to  be 
la g g in g  behind no t on ly  the F inn ish  la bo r fake rs  
b u t even behind the F inn ish  bourgeois govern
m ent its e lf. B u t anyw ay, m atches now cost 
m a rk  less in  K a rk u .

Correction
Tow ards the end o f la s t week’s colum n th is  

am azing s ta tem ent occurred: “ The hand fu l o f 
fam ilies  a t the top, those w ith  incomes o f over 
$10,000 a yea r (m ore than  h a lf  the to ta l num ber 
o f fam ilies  in  the c o u n try ) a c tu a lly  spend m ore 
each year than  th e ir  incomes. . T h is  should 
read: “ The hand fu l o f fam ilies  a t the top, those 
w ith  incomes o f over $10,000 a year, save h a lf 
th e ir  income, w h ile  a ll fam ilies  w ith  $l,o6o o r 
less income (m ore than  h a lf  the to ta l num ber 
o f fam ilies  in  the c o u n try ) a c tu a lly  spend m ore 
each year tha n  th e ir  incom e” , etc., etc.

A Little Anthology of War 
Poetry, No. 2

The B r it is h  B roadcasting  Com pany recen tly  
broadcast to  the E m p ire  a new w a r song, w h ich 
goes as fo llow s :

Run A d o lf, run  A d o lf;  run, run, run ;
Look w h a t you’ve been gone and done, done, 

done;
We w i l l  knock the  s tu ffing  o u t o f you,
F ie ld  M arsha l G oerlng and Goebbels too.
Y ou’l l  lose y o u r place In the  sun, sun, sun;
Soon you poor dog, you ’l l  ge t none, none 

none. »
You w il l  flop  w ith  H e rr von R ibbentrop,
So run A d o lf, ru n  A d o lf ;  run, run , run.
The t i t le  o f th is  song, accord ing to  the  B r it is h  

B roadcasting  Com pany, is  "R un, A do lf, R un.”

“ There is no doubt in  m y  m ind ,”  M r. F az lu l 
expla ined to  the A u s tra lia n  press, “ th a t power
fu l influences have been a t w o rk  somewhere to 
preven t the Lascars fro m  go ing  about th e ir  
duties in  the o rd in a ry  w ay. . . W e m us t no t fo r 
g e t th a t i t  was they, la rge ly , w ho kep t the sea 
routes open by serv ing  lo y a lly  in  the G reat W a r.”

Can i t  be th a t the  experience re su ltin g  fro m  
“ serv ing  lo y a lly ” — the continued enslavem ent o f 
In d ia — has som eth ing to  do w ith  the “ pow erfu l 
in fluences”  a t w o rk ?

*  *  *  ,
U nde r pressure fro m  the  la b o r ranks, who 

have en masse defeated the governm ent’s vo l
u n ta ry  re c ru it in g  drive, the A u s tra lia n  Labor 
P a r ty  has o ffic ia lly  gone on record aga inst con
sc rip tio n  and “ aga inst the despatch o f forces 
overseas.”  The leaders o f the p a r ty  are having 
d ifficu ltie s , s tee ring  a course o f social p a trio tis m  
in  w h ich  they cannot go the whole hog.

* * *
“ W hea tg row ers in  V ic to r ia  and W estern A us

tra lia  say they  are determ ined n o t to  de live r 
th e ir  w heat unless the C om m onw ealth govern
m ent agrees to  increase the guaranteed p rice .” 
— item  in  the Sydney Herald .

The fa rm ers  are fa ll in g  in  line  w ith  w h a t ap
pears to be a p re tty  defin ite  m ovem ent to  g ive 
the B r it is h  ru le rs  a  pack o f headaches.

Labor Looks Through 
The Press

By Arthur Hopkins =—
W illia m  S. Knudsen o f General M oto rs  says: 

“ The place o f A m e rica  today, the A m erican  
S tandard o f L iv in g , depends m ore on the  s k il l 
o f ou r mechanics than  any o th e r class.”  T h a t’s 
w hy, no doubt, the m echanics— Knudsen’s au to  
w orkers , fo r  instance— don’t  ge t the A m erican  
S tandard o f L iv in g ”.

* * *
Said the la te  E dw ard  A . F ilene, m u lt i-m ill io n 

a ire  Boston m erchan t: “ W h y  shouldn’t  the
A m erican  people take  h a lf m y  income aw ay fro m  
m e? I  took i t  a ll aw ay fro m  th e m !”

* * *
A  bedbug doesn’t  reach m a tu r ity  u n t il i t  has 

taken five b ites o u t o f a  hum an being. A n d  a 
boss doesn’t  s ta r t  g e ttin g  r ic h  u n t il he has a t 
least five persons w o rk in g  fo r  him .

*  *  *

K in g  George V I  is de lay ing his v is i t  to  D urbar, 
Ind ia , to  be crowned em peror because the w ay 
the Ind ians are a c tin g  up, he doesn’t  qu ite  know  
how th e y ’l l  do it .  Some o f h is In d ia n  subjects no t 
on ly  have n iv ite d  h im  to  come, b u t have dared 
h im . They w a n t to  crow n h im , a ll r ig h t.

*  *  *

P E A C E  LO V E R
The U n ited  S tates governm ent has landed its  

troops on fo re ign  soil on m ore tha n  100 occa
sions d u rin g  the  past 115 years.

Government
Roosevelt’s W ar Budget 

F o r W hose Defense?

P o litic ia ns  o rd in a r ily  use key  w ords no t so m uch 
to  describe c le a rly  w h a t they mean as fo r  the sake 
o f the fee lings the words arouse. Im agine , fo r  exam 
ple, w h a t a difference i t  w ould m ake in  the pub lic  a t
t itu d e  i f  a rm am en t expenditu res in  the budget were 
lis ted  under the t it le ,  “ Im p e r ia lis t A ggression,”  in 
stead o f "N a tio n a l Defense.”

N ow  the funds fo r  arm am ents w h ich  Roosevelt 
has proposed fo r  the fiscal year 1940-41 are w o rth  
th in k in g  about. $1,800,000,000 are included fo r  the 
“ re g u la r”  expenses o f the a rm y  and navy. $272,000,- 
000 is asked as an em ergency deficiency app ro p ria tion  
fo r  th is  yea r; and $302,000,000 fo r  "em ergency”  item s 
d u rin g  the com ing fiscal year. These, to ta llin g  the co l
ossal sum o f $2,374,000,000, on ly  begin to ind ica te  the 
tru e  burden o f w a r on the ' com m unity .

In te re s t on the  pub lic  debt w i l l  come to  $1,100,- 
000,000. W ar and a rm am en t expenditu res d u rin g  the 
past tw e n ty -five  years have am ounted to  fa r  m ore 
than the en tire  federa l debt; and, since these expend
itu re s  serve no conceivably use fu l socia l fun c tio n , i t  
is  e n tire ly  le g itim a te  to  charge the whole in te re s t 
paym ent aga ins t w a r. Pensions w i l l  come to  $T,200,- 
000,000; a t least th re e -fo u rth s  re s u lt in g  fro m  w ar. 
O ut o f the $1,100,000,000 lis te d  fo r  pu b lic  w o rks , a 
m in im um  o f several hundred m illio n s  w i l l  go to  w a r 
pro jects. S im ila r ly  w ith  the $1,300,000,000 a llo tted  fo r 
w o rk  re lie f. The $1,000,000,000 fo r  " re g u la r ope ra ting  
expenditu res”  includes a t least a couple o f hundred 
m illio ns  fo r  a c tiv itie s  o f S tate, W ar, N avy, Justice  
departm ents th a t w ou ld  have no place except fo r  war.

F igu red  ve ry  conserva tive ly , th is  w i l l  g ive us 
around $5,300,000,000 w h ich  la s t week Roosevelt p ro 
posed fo r  w a r— nearly  tw o -th ird s  o f the budget o f 
the federa l governm ent. We can say w ith o u t exagger
a tion  th a t governm ents in  the m odern im p e ria lis t 
w o rld  have become, f irs t  and forem ost, w a r-m a k in g  
machines.

What is to be Defended?
W hen the  phrase "n a tio n a l defense”  is used abou t 

arm am ents, i t  is designed to  suggest c e rta in  p ic tu res  
to  the  m inds o f the  o rd in a ry  honest people o f the 
coun try . W e im agine bombers sw a rm ing  over the 
c ities, troops land ing  in  C a lifo rn ia  and F lo rida , tanks  
s to rm in g  down fro m  Canada o r up fro m  M exico. 
A n d  i t  seems m ost n a tu ra l to  th in k :  should we no t 
have the means to  defend ourselves— our homes and 
ch ild re n —fro m  the in v a d e rs ."

Even i f  we approached the problem  fro m  a p u re ly  
m il i ta ry  p o in t o f v iew , and th o u g h t c a re fu lly  about 
w h a t the m oney is being spent fo r, these p ic tu res 
w ou ld  ra p id ly  disappear.

On the  new program , fo r  instance, are ten huge 
ba ttlesh ips e ith e r a lready begun o r  soon to  be s ta r t 
ed. T w o o f them  are a t p resent designed to  be o f 
45,000 tons displacem ent— the  la rge s t in  the  w orld , 
costing  $90,000,000 each. S t il l la rg e r sizes are be ing 
debated.

B u t battlesh ips are n o t su ited  to  defend the shores 
o f a cou n try  in  a l i te ra l sense. They operate a t a 
long distance fro m  th e ir  bases. Shore defenses fea tu re  
subm arines, mines, coastal a r t il le ry ,  m osquito  boats, 
etc. N o im aginab le  a tta c k  aga ins t the shores o f the 
U n ited  S tates w ou ld  requ ire  these ba ttlesh ips 
(though , fo r  th a t m a tte r, no a tta c k  o f an y  k in d  
aga inst the shores o f the U n ite d  S tates is  im a g in 
ab le). 6

The t ru th  is th a t the m il i ta ry  expert's  idea o f 
"defensive”  and “ offensive”  is com p le te ly  d iffe re n t 
fro m  th a t o f the laym an. F o r the expert, the jo b  is 
s im p ly  th a t o f w in n in g  the  g iven w a r; and he adopts 
a  defensive o r offensive s tra teg y , o f s h ifts  them , in  
line  w ith  th is  s ingle ob jective. He cannot p e rm it h im 
se lf the sen tim en ta l lu x u ry  o f p re fe rr in g  defense 
m ere ly  because i t  gives h im  a b e tte r conscience.

And, in  the case o f a w a r aga inst another na tion  
o r nations, the f ig h t in g  m achine o f th is  co u n try  is 
designed to  c a rry  on w a r thousands o f m iles aw ay 
fro m  the shores. I t  is  defensive o n ly  w ith  respect to  
an in te rn a l w a r; th a t is, to  suppress a w o rke rs ’ re v 
o lu tion.

Those who honestly  sup po rt Roosevelt’s “ na tiona l 
defense”  p rogram  because they believe its  ob jec t is  
to  safeguard home and ch ild ren  arc, w he the r they 
lik e  i t  o r not, upho ld ing a p o licy  o f aggressive e x te r
nal w a r. T h is  can be c le a rly  seen fro m  a m il ita ry  
analysis alone.

And Whose Nation?
A s always, the  m il ita ry  ob jective  is subord inate to 

the social and p o lit ic a l objectives. The governm ent is 
bu ild ing  an aggressive m il ita ry  machine, designed 
fo r  ex te rna l com bat fa r  fro m  the shores o f th is  
coun try , because the governm ent has an aggressive 
social and p o lit ic a l po licy.

F rom  th is  m ore fundam enta l p o in t o f view, i t  is 
co rrect to  speak o f "n a tio n a l defense,”  ju s t as the 
arm ies and navies o f F rance and G erm any and E n
g land are a ll p a r t  o f th e ir  n a tion a l “ defenses.”  The 
purpose o f the arm ed forces is  to  defend the in te rests 
o f the na tion ; and “ n a tion ”  here means the im p e ria lis t 
governm ent, representa tive  o f the b ig  bankers and 
in du s tria lis ts , o f the S ix ty  Fam ilies.

B u t defense o f these in te res ts  requires offense 
aga inst the in te rests  o f the peoples o f South A m e ri
ca, China, and aga inst r iv a l powers and, above a ll, 
offense aga inst the in te res ts  o f the people o f thé 
U n ited  States. The new budget shows th is  la s t p o in t 
in  the m ost brazen fash ion ; in  o rder to  achieve funds 
fo r  “ na tiona l defense,”  the budget takes funds aw ay 
fro m  the people, fro m  the s ta rv in g  and homeless 
unemployed. Roosevelt’s f ir s t  line  o f “ na tio n a l de
fense”  is h is a tta c k  on the  liv in n g  standards and 
r ig h ts  o f the  people o f the U n ited  States.

I t  is  in  eve ry  w a y  le g it im a te  fo r  the  people to  w ish 
to  defend themselves and th e ir  homes and th e ir  free 
dom fro m  any and a ll enemies. B u t the ch ie f enemy 
a tta c k in g  the  people is ne ithe r H it le r  no r S ta lin  nor 
the M ikado , b u t Roosevelt h im se lf and his govern
m en t: i t  is  his G -men who are sm ash ing la b o r and 
dem ocra tic  r ig h ts , his w h ip  th a t is s lash ing re lie f 
funds, h is p a r ty  th a t refuses to  estab lish hu m an ly  de
cent wages’ and hours ’ standards, his general s ta ff 
th a t is  com p le ting  its  plans to  h u r l the you th  o f 
the cou n try  in to  death fa r  aw ay, fo r  the sake’ o f his 
p rog ram  o f im p e r ia lis t expansion.

In the World of Labor
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