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In order to meet the continuing employment and relief crisis, and to provide jobs and a decent living 
for the people o f the United States, we propose that the regular 1940 session o f the Congress o f the United 
States shall enact emergency legislation to put into immediate effect the follow ing:

1. Appropriation o f $10,000,000,000 to provide, at once, jobs on housing and other public works projects 
fo r all employable workers.

2. Amendment o f the Wages and Hours Act to provide throughout private industry and public works a 
maximum work week o f 30 hours and a minimum weekly pay o f 30 dollars.

3. 30 dollar weekly old age and disability pensions.
4. Appropriation o f $3,000,000,000 to guarantee either maintenance at school or jobs for all youth.

WHERE ARE THOSE JOBS, MR. ROOSEVELT?
U.S.--London Notes 
Echoes o f 1914-16

Disputes Last Time Brought War Threats But 
Did Not Prevent U. S. Entry; This Time the 
"Silent Partnership" Is Already a Fact

The dispute that has arisen between the British and U. S. 
governments over seizure and search of American mails 
bound Europe once more brings echoing from the past 
the “ disputes”  with England in 1915 and 1916 which did 
not prevent this country in the end from being swept into 
the war on England’s side.

Edwin L. James, who helps frame the powerful pro-Ally 
policy of the New Y ork^- 
Times, o f which he is man
aging editor, warned the
British in his paper last Sun
day that the present issue 
over the mails “ risks resem
bling the argument o f W orld 
W ar days over the British 
contraband bar against Ger
many.”

The exchange o f diplomat
ic  pro tests a t th a t tim e, he re 
ca lls  w ith  po in ted significance, 
“ became acrim onious fo r  a w h ile , 
b u t when the U n ite d  S tates en
tered the w a r in  A p r i l o f 1917, 
the  issue was no longer posed.”

U.S. Army Purchase 
Anticipates 40,000 
Casualties At Once

The W a r D e pa rtm e n t’s M edica l 
D iv is ion  has ju s t placed an o r^e r 
fo r  $797,500 o f bathrobes w ith  S. 
Rosenbloom, Inc., o f B a ltim ore , 
a non-union shop, to be de livered 
by M arch  1, 1940. The scab shop 
underb id  unionized firm s. Assum 
in g  th a t  the  a rm y  hasn’t  a ba th 
robe to  its  name, i t  is  ev iden tly  
a n tic ip a tin g  the ho sp ita liza tion  o f 
some 40,000 men a t a clip . The 
robes are no t in tended fo r  ve te r
ans’ hospita ls, fo r  such purchases 
are made by  the  Veterans A dm in -

m in d in g  them  th a t  in  con tras t 
to  th a t las t tim e, A m e rica n  op in
ion is in  the  present s itu a tio n  
“ 80 per cent on the side o f B r i t 
a in  and F rance ’’— a fac to r, he 
adds, “ too valuable to  r is k  m od
ify in g  by search ing the U n ite d  
States m ails  on the  h igh  seas.”

B u t the B r it is h  rem em ber 
qu ite  w e ll the h is to ry  o f th e ir

“ disputes”  w ith  the U . S. govern
m en t in 1914-16— and anybody 
who takes hope fo r  a s ing le  in 
s ta n t fro m  W ash ing ton ’s present 
“ ir r ita tio n i”  in  the un like lihood  
o f ou r invo lvem en t would do w e ll 
to rev iew  th a t h is to ry  h im self.

F ro m  the pages o f a book lik e  
(C ontinued on Page 8)

Behind the Lines
■ B y  G EO R UE S T E R N  ------------

On Jan. 26 the Japanese-Am er
ican trade  tre a ty  o f 1911, de
nounced by  the Roosevelt gov
ernm ent, exp ired. Guns d id  no t 
a c tu a lly  s ta r t  boom ing on the P a
c ific  n o r d id  A m erican  planes 
s ta r t  ou t fro m  th e ir  bases in  
Oceanica to  begin the  a tta c k  on 
the Japanese fleet. Nevertheless 
th is  date w i l l  occupy a s ig n ifica n t 
and sym bolic place in  the h is to ry  
o f the com ing w a r  between Jap
anese and A m erican  im peria lism .

W ith  the  exp ira tio n  o f th is  
pact, W ash ing ton  has cleared 
the  legal, ju r id ic a l, and d ip lo 
m a tic  decks fo r  the  action 
m any foresee in  the  m ore o r 
less near fu tu re . I t  c lim axes 
the  ldng  series o f sharp  notes 
and pro tests  and demands and 
reservations w ith  w h ich  the  
U . S. governm ent .has “ made 
the  record”  to  ju s t i fy  the  even
tu a l use o f arm ed fo rce  to  as
sert its  ru le  in  the  P ac ific  ba
sin.

T h is  is no t a needlessly a la rm 
is t  v iew  confined to  these co l
umns. The m ost serious and au
th o r ita t iv e  organs o f A m erican  
b ig  business now face i t  as a  fa c t. 
D iscern ing  readers o f the  New 
Y o rk  T im es, p rim e organ o f Y a n 
kee im peria lism , have o f course 
been long and carfe fu lly  prepared 
fo r  th is  eve n tua lity . N ow  other, 
even b lu n te r voices, jo in  in . Take 
fo r  instance the b r ie f no te o f in 
fo rm a tiv e  w a rn in g  w h ich  the 
Jou rna l o f Com m erce recen tly  
gave its  W a ll S tree t readers in 
its  colum n o f W ash ing ton  com 
m en t:

“ Subsurface signs o f tension 
w ith  Japan have been viewed 
b y  W ash ing ton  observers ra th 
e r m o rk  seriously  th a n  usual. 
A lth o u g h  th e  a tt itu d e  o f A d 
m ira l Yonai, th e  new Japanese 
prem ier, appears h ig h ly  con
c ilia to ry , fea rs  have n o t been 
w h o lly  rem oved th a t  d iffe r
ence* reg a rd ing  tra d e  polic ies 
w i l l  lead to  in fla m m a to ry  in c i
dents, O u r arm ed forces in  the  
P ac ific , w h ich  keep in  f ig h tin g  
t ifc h  M  a  m a tte r  o f rou tine .

a re  in  m ore tha n  a  usual sta te  
o f preparedness. A n  E xecu tive  
o rder o f a  few  weeks ago, 
w h ich  w en t genera lly  u n n o tic 
ed, w a ived app lica tion  o f the  
w age-hour la w  to  w o rk  on M id 
w ay Is land  fo rt if ic a tio n s  by 
reason o f em ergency.”
The W ash ing ton  correspondent 

o f the N ew  Y o rk  H era ld  T ribune  
w ro te  la s t Sunday th a t A m e ri
can-Japanese re la tions  “ are m uch 
m ore s tra ined  tha n  the  A m erican  
pub lic  genera lly  rea lize and m ay 
possib ly reach a grave stage a f t 
e r Jan. 26. . . . The prospect th a t 
the U n ited  S tates m ay become 
involved in  w a r w ith  Japan is one 
o f the reasons w h y  the navy  is 
bu ild in g  w orsh ips on an unprece
dented scale and is seeking Con
gressional approva l fo r  im p rove
m ents o f the  Guam naval 
base. . .”

T h is  same correspondent ad
vances the th e o ry  th a t the re 
luctance o f the A d m in is tra tio n  
to  g ra n t openly m il ita ry  loans to  
F in land  is p a rt o f basic A m e ri
can d ip lo m a tic  s tra te g y  "w h ich  
w i l l  be successful i f  she avoids a 
w a r w ith  the  combined Russo- 
Japanese forces” — i.e., a gesture 
o f “ appeasement”  aimed “ to keep 
Russia o u t o f the a rm s o f the 
Japanese.”

A c tu a lly , however, the s itu 
a tion  Is the  o ther w ay around. 
The fundam enta l A m erican  
d ip lo m a tic  s tra te g y  a t the  
present t im e  is to  ham m er 
Japan in to  an a n ti-S o v ie t line. 
The th re a t o f bo th  economic 
and arm ed action  is  now being 
used p r im a r ily  to  th is  end. On
ly  i f  W ash ing ton  fa lls  o f th is  
ob jective  w i l l  arm ed action  d i
re c tly  aga ins t Japan become a 
m a tte r o f im m ed ia te  po licy.

Consequently the date Jan. 26 
passes fo r  the  m om ent w ith o u t 
any spectacu lar change in  the 
s itua tion . B u t the  hearings th a t 
are to  open in  W ash ing ton  on 
A m erican  F a r  E as te rn  po licy, 
S enator K ey  P it tm a n ’s c lam or 
fo r  an em bargo, the  navy  plans, 
w i l l  each do its  p a r t  in  e xe rtin g  
the  desired pressure on Tokyo.
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New NM U Pact 
Up to Members

TERROR O N  WEST 
COAST EXPOSED 
IN TESTIMONY

Gaping Loopholes for Bosses Seen in New 
Contract Okayed by Union Leaders

A  tw o -ye a r co n tra c t w ith  sev
enteen m a jo r E a s t Coast and 
G u lf sh ipp ing  companies has 
ju s t  been signed by the  N a tion a l 
M a r it im e  U n ion  leadersh ip  and 
is now up fo r  re ferendum  vote by 
the un ion m em bership.

The te x t  o f the  proposed con
tra c t  appears in  the  Jan ua ry  12 
issue o f the  P IL O T , organ o f the  
union.

The m ain issue in  the  p ro tra c t
ed nego tia tions was jo b  con tro l 
th rou gh  the  un ion h ir in g  h a ll and 
the  ro ta ry  sh ipp ing system . In  
pub lish ing  the agreem ent w h ich  
they had a lready signed, the un 
ion leaders cla im ed th a t  “ ro ta ry  
sh ipp ing th rou gh  the  un ion ha ll 
Is guaranteed in  the  new con
tra c t . ”

A n  exam ina tion  o f th e  con tra c t 
reveals, however, a num ber o f 
gap ing loopholes in  the  con tract, 
w h ich  can be used to  the  h i l t  by 
the  em ployers. M ost s ig n ifica n t is 
th e  key  section o f the  con tract, 
Section 6, t it le d  "E m p loym e n t.”

Section 6 (a ) states:
“ The Com pany agrees th a t

d u rin g  the period th is  agree
m ent is in  e ffect i t  w i l l  g ive a ll 
its  em ploym ent except fo r  the 
positions set fo r th  in  subsec
t io n  ( f )  to  m em bers o f-th e  U n 
ion, when ava ilab le  in  the Deck, 
Eng ine, and S tew ards’ D e pa rt
ments, provided th a t the  pros
pective employees are S A T IS 
F A C T O R Y  to  the  Company. 
T h is  section sha ll no t be con
strued  to  p reven t o r postpone 
a re -em ploym ent o f em ploy
ees who m ay be absent on ac
count o f illness, accident, leaves 
o f absence o r vacations. The in 
te n t o f th is  clause is th a t vaca
tions  o r leaves o f absence, 
sha ll be g ran ted  in  w r it in g  
when leav ing  the vessel and 
sha ll n o t exceed a period o f one 
round voyage o r th ir t y  days, 
w h ichever m ay be the  g re a t
er.”

W h a t th e  Boss Means 
A sk  any seaman, o r any w o rk 

e r fo r  th a t m a tte r, w h a t the boss 
means by S A T IS F A C T O R Y , and 
the answer comes back: A  COM- 

(C ontinued on Page 2)

La Follette Group 
Gets Evidence of 
Class Brutality

S A N  F R A N C IS C O — A s w itness 
a fte r  w itness before the  L a  F o l
le tte  C iv il L ib e rtie s  C om m ittee  
hea ring ’s records a g r im  p ic tu re  
o f em ployer vio lence and te iV o r 
against C a lifo rn ia ’s a g r ic u ltu ra l 
w orkers, the  fu r y  o f the reac tion 
a ry  ’ “ Associated F a rm ers ”  and 
th e ir  b it te r ly  expressed con tem pt 
fo r  the  C om m ittee  and its  inves
tig a tio n , re flec t the  increasing 
class tension in  th is  sta te .

P h ilip  B an cro ft, la s t yea r’s Re
publican candidate fo r  the  Sen
ate, has denounced the C o m m it
tee, to ld  L a  F o lle tte  to  g e t o u t o f 
the  s ta te  and to  stop “ g iv in g  aid 
and co m fo rt to  the  Com m unists.”  
S heriffs  con tro lled  by  the  Associ
ated F a rm ers  have defied the  sub
poenas o f the  U n ited  S tates Sen
ate, and have been supported by 
the C a lifo rn ia  S ta te  A tto rn e y  
General E a r l W arren . The de te r
m in a tio n  o f the C a lifo rn ia  cap i
ta lis ts  to  m a in ta in  th e ir  class in - 

( Continued on Page 2)

FDR A lib i
For Cuts 
Blows Up

As i f  at a cue from Roose
velt’s budget message to Con
gress, January 4, production 
indices have been sliding 
downward and unemployment 
increasing, in the ensuing 
weeks.

In his budget message, 
Roosevelt justified his slashes 
o f relief appropriations on an 
asserted expectation of expan
sion o f employment. He said :

“ In submitting estimates 
for these agencies (W P A , 
N Y  A, CCC, FSA) I have 
taken into consideration the 
current improvement in busi
ness conditions. . . . W hile the 
estim ates are apprec iab ly  less 
tha n  those fo r  the c u rre n t year, 
I  am hopefu l th a t they w il l  prove 
adequate.”

“ Increas ing  P ro sp e rity ”
The day before, in  his annual 

message to  Congress, he had 
sta ted even m ore ba ld ly  “ the 
hope th a t we can continue in  
these days o f increas ing econom
ic  p ro s p e rity  to  reduce the Fed- 
g r^ l. jje fic iL ... , 'i

T h a t “ increasing econom ic 
p ro spe rity ”  existed on ly  in  the 
fe r t ile  bra ins o f M adam e P erk ins  
and o the r governm ent m an ipu 
la to rs  o f s ta tis tic s ; on ly  they  
were p re d ic tin g  increased em 
p loym ent. A l l  o ther sources,—  
fro m  A F L  and C IO  to  bank re 
ports— were p re d ic tin g  a decline 
in production.

In  the  in te rve n in g  weeks a ll 
the signs p o in t to  a com plete re f
u ta tio n  o f the governm ent’s per
spective. The New  Y o rk  T im es’ 
business index is coasting  dow n
ward. T im e  magazine, whose in 
dex o f business conditions is de
signed “ to  re p o rt n o t on business 
volum e b u t on changes in under
ly in g  conditions lik e ly  to  a ffect 
the  volum e o f U . S. business,”  
dropped tw o  po in ts  la s t week, be
cause o f “ a shai'p reduction  in  
trade-cen tre  spending to  the  lo w 
est w eek ly  figu re  since la s t A u g 
ust.”  The s tock  m a rk e t has been 
g lid in g  dow nw ard since the f irs t  
o f the year. A l l  signs p o in t to 
increasing unem ploym ent.

Condemned to  S ta rve
In  the face o f th is  prospect, 

the W P A  ro lls , w h ich  on Jan. 6 
stood a t 2,159,000, are to  be cu t 
down to  1,350,000 fo r  the com ing 
fisca l year, and abou t 250,000 
P W A  jobs are to  be liqu ida ted  
in  the  course o f the year. I t  is 
p la in  th a t these w o rke rs— m ore 
than  a m illo n  o f them — are be
in g  dropped fro m  governm ent 
em p loym ent ro lls  in to  the 
streets. C IO  research depa rtm ent 
figu res dem onstra te th a t the re  is

(Continued on Page 2)

Browder Convicted on Flim sy Charges
E a r l B row der, leader o f the  A m erican  S ta lin is t P a rty , has been 

convicted on passport charges and sentenced to  fo u r  years ’ im p r is 
onm ent and a $2,000 fine. The fa c t th a t the  charges aga inst B row d 
er arise o u t o f acts th a t occurred years ago is alone su ffic ien t p ro o f 
th a t  the c o u rt action  a t th is  tim e  is no m ere accident. I t  is n o t a 
case o f ju s tice  be la ted ly  ca tch ing  up w ith  a  w rongdoer. I t  is  a case 
o f d ire c t p o lit ic a l ac tion  by the. governm ent th ro u g h  the courts  
aim ed a t the  leader o f an “ undesirab le”  m in o r ity . (

O u r readers are doubtless w e ll aw are o f o u r op in ion o f E a r l 
B row de r and the S ta lin is ts  genera lly . W e have m ore th a n  once 
characterized eve ry th in g  th a t  B row de r stands fo r  as a v ile  poison 
w h ich  the A m erican  w o rk in g  class m ust th ro w  o ff i f  i t  is  to  advance 
v ic to r io u s ly  to  the  estab lishm ent o f w o rke rs ’ pow er in  th is  country .

B u t there, precise ly, is  ou r po in t. I t  is  the  w o rk in g  class its e lf  
w h ich  m u s t deal w ith  the B row ders and a ll th e ir  i lk .  The w o rke rs  
themselves m us t re je c t the  S ta lin is ts  and render them  com ple te ly 
ine ffec tua l— and th e y  m us t do th is  to  serve the  cause o f th e ir  own 
class. T h is  is  q u ite  a d iffe re n t n ja tte r  fro m  p e rm itt in g  the  bosses 
to c rack  dow n a t  w ill,  even on the  Brow ders. Because le t  us m ake 
no m is take : tod ay  i t  is  B row der, to m o rro w  i t  w i l l  be rea l w o rk in g  
class m ilita n ts , rea l f ig h t in g  un ionists.

O u r p a rty , a im in g  to  f ig h t  and de feat boss ru le  and to  set up in  
its  place a tru e  w o rke rs ’ governm ent, has as p a r t  o f its  jo b  the 
f ig h t  aga inst the  s y p h ilit ic  germ  o f S ta lin ism . B u t aga ins t any 
assault o f the  bosses we defend the S ta lin is ts  too, ju s t  as we de

fend a Social D em ocra t o r an o rd in a ry  labo r fa k e r— fun dam e n ta lly  
they are b irds  o f a fe a th e r— because we rea lize th a t  any such 
assault w i l l  prove to  be no th in g  b u t the  prelude to  an a tta c k  on 
a fa r  w id e r f ro n t  aga ins t a ll w o rke rs ’ organ iza tions. T h a t is  w h y  
we jo in  in  p ro te s tin g  the  B row de r conv ic tion  as a fra u d u le n t piece 
o f p o lit ic a l persecution.

The Federa l governm ent is m ov ing  r ig h t  now aga inst B row der 
and the  S ta lin is ts  fo r  several reasons. F ir s t  o f a ll, the  S ta lin is ts  
are open agents in  th is  c o u n try  fo r  the  S ta lin  reg im e and, as such, 
agents o f the prospective foes o f th is  c o u n try  in  the  w a r. Secondly, 
i t  was on ly  a few  m onths ago th a t  B row de r &  Co. were the  m ost 
a rden t supporte rs o f the Roosevelt W a r Deal a d m in is tra tio n  and 
the present ac tion  aga ins t B row de r represents an e ffo r t  b y  Roose
v e lt and his reg im e to  scra tch  some o f the  . ta r  o ff th e ir  backsides.

B row de r unconsciously gave p ro o f o f th is  a t a m ee ting  he ad
dressed the  n ig h t he was sentenced when he boasted th a t  F ra n k  
M urp hy , e x -a tto rney  genera l and now  Suprem e C o u rt jus tice , 
"g la d ly  accepted”  C om m unist sup po rt when he ra n  unsuccessfu lly 
fo r  the  governorsh ip  in  M ich igan . H e  also cla im ed c re d it fo r  his 
p a r ty  in  e lec ting  H e rb e rt Lehm an as D em ocra tic  governor o f N ew  
Y o rk — a ll c la im s th a t  go back to  the  recent days w hen the  B row d
e r S ta lin is t P a r ty  was w hoop ing i t  up  fo r  Roosevelt’s w a r  policies. 
B row de r now  cries "b e tra y a l”  by  the  N ew  Deal, b u t ac tu a lly , the 
N ew  o r  W a r Deal is s t i l l  the same. I t  is  B row de r w ho has sw itched 
horses because S ta lin  sw itched horses in  the European line-up.

Tobin U nity Appeal 
Gets B ig  Response

Thousands of Letters Reported Pouring 
Into AFL and CIO Offices Demanding 
Resumption of Peace Parleys

The unity call o f Daniel J. Tobin, President o f the Team
sters Union, continued to hold the center o f the stage in 
numerous gatherings and discussions o f the trade union move
ment.

W illiam  Green, President o f the A FL, attempted to shift 
responsibility for the split in labor’s ranks to the CIO, imme
diately after the appearance of Tobin’s unity editorial. He 
stated at that tim e : “ The committee has been unable to  meet 

. _ . . . _  — ^because1 the CIO  refused to

UNITED MINERS 
CONVENE AT 
KEY MOMENT

Lewis Expected To 
State CIO Stand 
On Anti-War Fight

The Golden Jub ilee  Convention 
o f the  U n ited  M ine W orke rs  o f 
A m erica , w h ich  opened on Janu
a ry  23 a t Columbus, Ohio, is  be
in g  watched w ith  g re a t a tte n tio n  
by every un io n is t th ro u g h o u t the 
coun try .

The U n ited  M ine  W orke rs  o f 
A m erica , w ith  its  600,000 m em 
bers in  the  U n ite d  S tates and 
Canada is  probably the  la rge s t 
un ion in  the  cou n try  today. Be
h ind i t  is a  r ic h  h is to ry , rep le te 
w ith  m il ita n t  class s trugg les  and 
heroic sacrifices. H undreds o f 
m iners have la id  down th e ir  lives 
in  the m ine fie lds o f P ennsyl
vania, W est V irg in ia , I ll in o is  and 
Colorado, so th a t the  un ion could 
live  and g ro w  s trong  enough to  
p ro te c t the  lives and the in te r
ests o f the m iners. M o th e r Jones 
is b u t the rep resenta tive  o f these 
hundreds o f nameless A m erican  
w o rk in g  class heroes who blazed 
the pa th  fo r  m odern un ionism .

W ith in  the past year, the  m in 
ers un ion has signed one o f the 
best con tra c ts  w ith  the coal op
era tors, securing a un ion  shop 
in  p ra c tic a lly  every m a jo r m ine 
fie ld  o f the  coun try . E spec ia lly  
no tew o rth y  was the con tra c t 
signed w ith  the coal opera to rs o f 
“ B loody H a rla n ” , w ho u n t il th a t 
tim e  successfu lly resisted un ion 
ism.

(C ontinued on Page 2)

meet w ith it, etc. . . .”
Since the issuance o f the 

Tobin ca.£I, however, it is re
ported tHht thousands o f let
ters from rank and file un
ionists have been pouring in
to Washington, to both the 
A F L  and CIO offices, de
manding the immediate re
sumption o f peace negotia
tions, looking toward the 
formation o f a united labor
organization.

Green Changes Tune
W illia m  Gjrcen, under thiB pres

sure, has changed h is tune and 
made a new uno ffic ia l b id  to  the 
CIO. Speaking a t a mass m eet
in g  th is  week in  E a s t St. Louis, 
111., ce leb ra ting  the 41st ann ive r
sa ry  o f the loca l cen tra l trades 
and La bo r U n ion, Green declared 
th a t the re s to ra tio n  o f peace was 
la bo r’s m ost pressing problem . 
Despite prev ious fa ilu res , the A -  
F L  stood ready to  discuss “ any 
reasonable proposal o r  com pro
m ise.”

The “ u n ity ”  w ind  w as b low ing  
so s tro n g , th a t even M a tthe w  
W o ll, the rea c tion a ry  d ie-hard  o f 
the  A F L  E xecu tive  Council and 
F edera tion  R e d-B a ite r No. 1, was 
appa ren tly  converted th is  week 
to  the u n ity  idea. S peaking a t 
the 25th A n n ua l m ee ting  o f L o 
ca l No. 1 o f the  N ew  Y o rk  Pho
to -E n g rave rs  U n ion, M r. W o ll de
clared th a t “ There is no th in g  
about in d u s tr ia l un ion ism  th a t  is 
fo re ig n  to  the A F L .”  (A  year 
ago, W o ll w ou ld  curse a blue 
s tre a k  a t the  m ere m en tion  o f 
in d u s tr ia l un ion ism .)

A w a it  C IO  Response
The fede ra tion  o ffic ia ls  are now 

w a it in g  fo r  the C IO  reac tion  to  
these “ fee lers.”  I t  is expected 
th a t John L . Lew is  w i l l  s ta te  h is 
pos ition  on the prob lem  o f la bo r 
u n ity  in  h is P res iden t’s re p o rt to  
the  50 th  convention o f the U n ite d  
M ine W orke rs  o f A m erica , now 
m eeting  a t Columbus, Ohio.

EVERY SUNDAY A RED SUNDAY!
The A P P E A L  is the  on ly  re v o lu tio n a ry  M a rx is t  newspaper in  

th is  cou n try . I t  provides a M a rx is t  ana lys is  and p ro g ra m  fo r  the  
A m erican  and in te rn a tio n a l class s trugg le . I t  te lls  th e  t r u th  where 
a ll o ther papers lie . I t  p roc la im s th e  s tru g g le  aga ins t w a r w h ile  
the  others wave th e  banner o f jingo ism . I t ,  speaks in  a  language 
w o rke rs  can understand.

Y e t o u r c irc u la tio n  has declined. W h y?  Has the re  been a 
s lacken ing o f w o rke rs ’ In te re s t in  the  A P P E A L ?  W e th in k  not. 
There has been, however, a  s lacken ing  o f e ffo rts  in  th e  sales o f 
the  A P P E A L . The bundle orders— m ost im p o rta n t ite m  in  ou r 
fina nc ia l budget— have dropped considerably. T h is  is the  nub o f 
the  problem . Solve i t — and ou r troub les a re  m ore than  h a lf over.

O ur proposal is  a  s im ple one: double the  sales o f the  A P P E A L  
in  the  n e x t period. L e t us expand, n o t con tra c t. H ow  ?

A  specia l sales cam paign m us t be undertaken by the branches 
to  assure the  sale of, and paym en t fo r , the  w e ek ly  bundle o f 
A P P E A L S . The old  re v o lu tio n a ry  p rac tise  o f m a k in g  every 
Sunday a  Red Sunday m ust be rev ived : experience shows th a t 
Sunday sales are a sure -fire  expansion is t m ethod fo r  c irc u la t in g  
a w o rke rs ’ w eekly.

E V E R Y  S U N D A Y  M U S T  B E  A  R E D  S U N D A Y , w ith  hun
dreds o f m ilita n ts  th ro u g h o u t th e  c o u n try  go ing  fro m  house to  
house to  p u t the  press o f the  F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l s o lid ly  on Its  
fee t. T here  is  a v ita l pe riod  o f a n ti-w a r W ork ahead o f us and 
w e m ust be capable o f pu b lish ing  specia l Issues as fre q u e n tly  as 
the  s itu a tio n  demands.

The branches m us t g e t behind th is  cam paign and S E L L  
T H E IR  P A P E R S , P A Y  T H E IR  B IL L S  A N D  S E T  A S  T H E IR  
G O A L  T H E  D O U B L IN G  O F  B U N D L E  O RDERS.

L A U N C H  T H E  D R IV E  F O R  T W IC E  A §  M A N Y  A P P E A L S !
M A K E  E V E R Y  S U N D A Y  A R E d 'S U N D A Y !

— T H E  A P P E A L  M A N A G E M E N T
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CLERKS PICKET 
LAGUARDIA 
SCAB MARKET

R eady f o r  Ten M illio n  
O f Us—D ra ft N otices!

Local 338 Charges 
Hit New Essex Street 
Establishment

W hen the U n ited  S tates de
clares w a r, some 10,000,000 men 
between the ages o f 21 and 31 
w ill be re g is te re d . fo r  the f irs t  
d ra ft  in  accordance w ith  the Se
lec tive  Service A c t w h ich  Con
gress would pass im m edia te ly .

Six union pickets, distributing  
handbills in .LaGuardia’s new 
m arket, asking customers not to 
patronize the non-union grocery 
and dairy stores, were arrested 
by the special m arket police on 
Monday.

Between three and fo u r  m illio n  o f 
these men w il l  be placed in  Class 
I  and w i l l  thus be liab le  fo r  im 
m ediate induc tion  in to  m il ita ry  
service. The fo llo w in g  fo rm  (S.S. 
F o rm  150) is a lready prepared to 
b rin g  them  the news:

“ M R . M A Y O R ! W E  W A N T  
JO B S !”  “ M R . M A R K E T  COM 
M IS S IO N E R ! “ W E  W A N T  
JO B S !”

B ea rin g  these and o the r signs, 
p icke ts  la s t week began to  
m arch  up and down in  f ro n t  o f 
the  entrances to  New  Y o rk  C ity  
M ayo r LaG uard ia ’s la te s t p ride : 
the huge new Essex S tree t Re
ta i l  M a rke t, w h ich  stre tches fo r 
th ree  blocks fro m  Broom e to  
S tan ton  S tree ts  on the  Low er 
E a s t Side. The p icke ts  are mem 
bers o f Loca l 338 o f the  R e ta il 
D a iry  G rocery and F r u it  C lerks 
U n ion  (C IO ), w h ich  has 5,000 
m em bers in  the c ity . They w il l  
con tinue to  m a rch  u n t il LaG uar- 
d ia  reverses the  present scab la 
bo r p o licy  o f the  m arke t.

Cheap Goods— Cheap Labo r 
The Essex S tree t M a rk e t was 

a lleged ly  b u ilt  to  house the push
c a r t  m en o f the  O rchard  S tree t 
d is tr ic t.  B u t the  c ity  a u tho ritie s  
have allow ed m any re g u la r g ro 
cery and d a iry  store owners to  
open up com plete stores there. 
Because o f the open shop labo r 
p o licy  in s titu te d  a t the new m ar
ke t, wages are fa r  below the un
ion  scale. Rents are also low. 
The re s u lt is  th a t  prices, accord
in g  to  C ity  M a rk e t Com m ission
e r M organ, are fro m  8 per cent 
to  17 per cent low er in  the m a r
k e t th a n  they  are in  ne ighbor
hood stores. The reduction  comes 
m osty  o u t o f the hide o f the 
c le rks  employed in the m arke t.

The LaG uard ia  A d m in is tra tio n  
has been g iv in g  the un ion the 
run -a round  in  the best “ fr ie n d - 
o f- la b o r" tra d itio n . Tw o weeks 
before the m a rk e t opened, Loca l 
338 offic ia ls  w ro te  LaG uard ia  a 
le tte r  ask ing  w he the r scab shops 
w ou ld  be pe rm itte d  in  the new 
m arke t. No answer. A n o th e r le t
te r, again no answer. F in a lly , on 
the day before the g rand  open
ing, the M a yo r’s Secretary, A . 
P a lm ie ri, saw U n ion  P resident 
M eyer W in o k u r and Business 
A g e n t Ju lius  Sum.

The R un-A round 
“ D o n 't p icke t the m a rk e t to 

m orro w ,”  begged P a lm ie ri. 
“ D on’t  embarass the M ayor. H e’s 
the best fr ie n d  labo r ever had in  
New  Y o rk .”  W hen the un ion o ffi
c ia l semeed unm oved by  th is  
plea, P a lm ie ri h in ted th a t the 
M ayo r “ had w a ys" o f g e ttin g  ev
en i f  they  w e n t th rou gh  w ith  the 
dem onstra tion . “ B u t w h y  should 
he w a n t to  ge t even i f  he’s such 
a good fr ie n d  o f o u rs? ”  asked 
Sum innocen tly . No answer.

W in o k u r and Sum fin a lly  
agreed to  ho ld o ff the p ickets  on 
prom ise o f an in te rv ie w  w ith  the 
M ayo r the nex t m orn ing . The 
opening ceremonies w e n t o ff 
sm ooth ly, w ith  LaG uard ia  ge t
t in g — and d ish ing  ou t— p le n ty  o f 
o ra to r ic a l s o tf soap abou t “ h is ”  
g re a t g i f t  to the people o f the 
Low er E a s t Side.

B u t when W in o k u r and Sum 
came down to  C ity  H a ll a f te r 
w ard , the M ayo r was out.

The next m orn ing  the p icke t 
line  w ent on and w ill s tay  u n t il 
the  m a rk e t is unionized. A  p ic k 
e t line  pa tro ls  each o f the  fifteen  
entrances to  the m arke t, and a 
specia l squad o f cops p a tro l the 
p ickets. There have been no a r 
rests so fa r. The com p la in ts  o f 
the storekeepers inside the m a r
ket, w h ich  increase every day, 
are tes tim on y  to  the effective
ness o f the  p icke ting .

A n  Im p o rta n t Issue
Stakes in  the s trugg le  go fa r  

beyond th is  one m arke t, huge as 
i t  is. The c ity  is now com p le ting  
s im ila r  m a rke ts  in  the  B ronx, in  
B ro o k lyn  ,and elsewhere in  M an 
ha ttan. Local 338 is f ig h tin g  to 
force the  “ lib e ra l”  LaG uard ia  
A d m in is tra tio n  to  p u t in  a gen
era l un ion la bo r p o licy  th ro u g h 
o u t a ll these m arke ts . T h is  f ig h t 
is a ll the m ore v ita l because 
shops in  the c ity  m a rke ts  can 
undersell shops outside, thus 
d r iv in g  o u t o f business m any un
ionized re ta il food stores— or 
fo rc in g  them  to take  re fuge in 
side the m a rk e t to  escape pay
in g  un ion wages.

One th in g  is sure : the  conces
sion w i l l  be g ra n ted  by  “ la bo r’s 
best fr ie n d  in  New  Y o rk ”  o n ly  i f  
the p icke t lines fo rce  i t  o u t o f 
h im . U n t i l  then, eve ry  day fro m  
seven in  the  m o rn in g  to  seven 
a t n ig h t, in  ra in  and snow and 
freez ing  cold, the p icke ts  tra m p  
up and down in  f ro n t  o f the  huge 
flag-decorated bu ild ings.

“ M R . M A Y O R ! W E  W A N T  
JO B S !”  “ M R . M A R K E T  CO M 
M IS S IO N E R ! W E  W A N T  
JOBS}!”

5.5. F o rm  150-O rder o f In d uc tion  in to  M il i ta r y  Service o f the U n ited  States.
(S tam p  o f Loca l H o a rd ) (U n ite d  S tates Seal) (D a te  o f m a ilin g )

O R D E R  O F  IN D U C T IO N  IN T O  M IL IT A R Y  
S E R V IC E  O F  T H E  U N IT E D  S T A TE S

(P re p a re  in  D u p lica te )
T H E  P R E S ID E N T  O F T H E  U N IT E D  S TATES,

T o .................... (F ir s t  n a m e )......................... (M idd le  n a m e )...................
(L a s t n a m e )........... ................... (O rde r N u m b e r) .......... (S e ria l N o .) ..........

G R E E T IN G : H a v in g  subm itted  you rse lf to a Local Board com 
posed o f you r ne ighbors fo r  the purpose o f de te rm in ing  the capac ity  
in  w h ich  you can best serve the U n ited  States in  the present em er
gency, you are hereby no tified  th a t you have now been selected fo r  
im m edia te  m il ita ry  service.

You w ill,  the re fore , re p o rt to  the Local Board named above a t
........................ (P lace o f re p o r t in g ) ..................... a t .....................(H o u r o f
re p o r t in g ) . . .  m., on th e ....................day o f ....................... . 19 ------- fo r
m il ita ry  service.

F rom  and a f te r  the day and hour ju s t named you w i l l  be in  the 
m il i ta ry  service o f the U n ited  States.

(M em ber o f Loca l B o a rd ) ........................................
(T he  te rm  “ m il i ta r y "  sha ll com prehend bo th A rra y  and N a vy  .in c lu d in g  

M a rin e  Corps, except w here such con struc tion  w ou ld  be unreasonable.) 
(see in s tru c tio n s  on reverse side)

5.5. F o rm  150
(See Secs. 133 and 136, S.S.R.)
5.5. F o rm  150-Order o f In d u c tio n  in to  M il i ta r y  Service o f the U n ite d  States.

Wander of ILGW U Pleads 
He is 'Guilty as Charged'

Admits He Flouted Decision of 1,000 Union 
Members in Bayonne Negotiations

(R everse S ide)
IM P O R T A N T  IN F O R M A T IO N  TO A L L  M E N  S E LE C T E D  FO R 

M IL IT A R Y  S E R V IC E  A N D  O R D ER ED  TO R EPO R T TO A  
L O C A L  B O A R D  FO R  M IL IT A R Y  S E R V IC E  

The day and hour specified on the C lassifica tion Record o f th is  
Local Board, and on the order and notice o f induction  in to  m il ita ry  
service contained in  th is  notice fo r  you to  rep o rt to  th is  Local Board 
fo r  m il i ta ry  service is the tim e  th a t m arks  the change in  you r 
s ta tus  fro m  c iv il to  m ilita ry .

F a ilu re  to  re p o rt p ro m p tly  a t the hou r and on the day named 
is a grave m il ita ry  offense fo r  w h ich  you m ay be cou rt-m a rtia led . 
W ilfu l fa ilu re  to  re p o rt w ith  an in te n t to  evade m il ita ry  service 
constitu tes desertion, w h ich, in  tim e  o f w a r, is  a ca p ita l offense.

Upon re p o rtin g  to  yo u r Local Board, you w il l  no t need, and you 
should no t b r in g  w ith  you, a n y th in g  except hand baggage. You w il l  
no t be pe rm itte d  to  take  tru n k s  o r boxes w ith  you on the tra in . 
You should take  on ly  the fo llo w in g  a rtic les : A  p a ir  o f s trong  com
fo rtab le  shoes; no t to  exceed fo u r  e x tra  su its  o f underc lo th ing ; no t 
to exceed s ix  e x tra  pa irs  o f b lack o r tan  socks; fo u r  face and tw o  
bath towels; a comb, a  brush, a too thbrush, soap, to o th  powder, 
razor, and shaving soap. I t  w i l l  add to  yo u r com fo rt to b r in g  one 
woolen b lanket, p re fe rab ly  o f d a rk  o r n e u tra l color. T h is  b lanke t 
should be t ig h t ly  rolled, the ends o f the ro ll should be securely 
bound toge ther and the loop o f the b lanke t ro ll thus form ed slung 
fro m  you r le ft  shoulder to yo u r r ig h t  hip.

You should w ear rough s trong  c lo th in g  and a flannel sh irt, p re f
erab ly  an o live-drab s h ir t  o f the k in d  issued to  soldiers.

B y E. R. F R A N K
In  the Janua ry  6 issue o f the 

S ocia lis t Appeal, we called a tten 
tion  to the s ign ing  o f a new 
agreem ent between Local 160, a t
tached to  the o u t-o f-to w n  depart
m ent o f the In te rn a tio n a l Ladies 
G arm ent W orke rs  Union, and the 
M aiden F orm  Brassiere Company 
o f Bayonne, New  Jersey.

The nego tia tions revealed, we 
pointed out, the absence o f a ll 
dem ocra tic procedure in  the out- 
o f-tow n  departm ent and the re
ac tio na ry  policies pursued by its  
general m anager, H a rry  W ander.

In  the January  15 issue o f “ Jus
tice,”  o ffic ia l pu b lica tion  o f the 
ILG W U , H a rry  W ander a ttem pts 
to answer o u r accusations.

He states:
“ T he ir (S oc ia lis t Appea l) accu

sation is th a t we refused to  supr 
p o rt the action  o f the shop when 
in  the m id s t o f ne go tia tin g  a 
con tract, one com m ittee was 
a b ru p tly  w ith d ra w n  and another 
com m ittee substitu ted.

"T o  th is  accusation I  plead 
g u ilty  as charged. M y  action  was 
th a t o f a responsible un ion is t,”  
etc.
A  D IC T A T O R ’S ID E A  
O F U N IO N IS M

Doesn’t  i t  s tr ik e  you as strange 
M r. W ander, th a t you, one man, 
should possess the power to  over
tu rn  the decision o f a thousand 
union members? You sta te  you 
did no t th in k  th e ir  decision was a 
wise one, the re fore  you would not 
recognize th e ir  re g u la rly  elected 
ne go tia ting  com m ittee and you 
decided to  discontinue the nego
tia tio n s  w ith  the  company. Does
n ’t  th a t bear ou t every one o f ou r 
accusations th a t the local unions 
attached to  you r departm ent en
jo y  no autonom y and th a t the

appointed ou t-o f-to w n  departm ent 
leadership exercises au toc ra tic  
powers ?

Doesn’t  you r own explanation, 
M r. W ander, reveal th a t you do 
not believe th a t the w orkers  have 
su ffic ien t in te lligence  to  conduct 
th e ir  own union a ffa irs  and de
cide th e ir  own policies, bu t m ust 
be supervised by union offic ia ls 
who possess d ic ta to r ia l powers 
and can veto the decisions o f the 
ran k  and file  m em bership?

Y ou r exp lanation  o f w h y  you 
opposed the election o f a new 
shop com m ittee is pos itive ly  hu
morous. You sta te  th a t “ chang
in g  com m ittees w h ile  nego tia 
tions are in  progress is a lm ost a l 
w ays a bad procedure,”  and be' 
sides such an action  "offends 
members o f the o rig in a l com m it
tee.”  Is n ’t  th a t a rea l gem? Here 
is a group o f w orkers, s tag ing  a 
re vo lt aga inst you r au tocra tic  
conduct and you r reac tiona ry  po l-( 
icies as displayed in  the negotia
tions; they remove the old shop 
com m ittee, because i t  is apparent
ly  too subservient to  you. You 
proceed to  veto th e ir  ac tion  and 
toss th e ir  dem ocra tic votes in to  
the waste paper basket, because 
i t  is go ing  to  h u r t  somebody’s 
feelings. H ow  about the  fee lings 
o f the one thousand w orkers  
whose dem ocra tic r ig h ts  you have 
vio lated ?

Y o u r rep ly, in  m y opinion, 
serves on ly  to underscore the 
c ry in g  need fo r  re fo rm s in  the 
ou t-o f-to w n  departm ent o f the 
IL G W U  by the in tro du c tion  o f 
dem ocratic procedure in  the ne
g o tia tio n  o f un ion con trac ts  and 
the  g ra n tin g  o f fu ll autonom y to  
a ll loca l unions.

Y o u r a rtic le , I  suppose, would

be incom plete w ith o u t its  te a rfu l 
reference to  “ Russia’s ruth less 
a tta c k  upon F in la n d ”  and the 
“ cold and deliberate mass s laugh
ter, in c lud ing  the bom bing o f 
open c ities .”

W hen Hoover, Roosevelt, the 
U.S. Steel C orpora tion  o r the 
Chase N a tion a l B ank ge t a ll 
worked up about “ poor l i t t le  F in  
land,”  i t  is easily understandable. 
F in land  is a sem i-colony o f the 
,U.S. and the W a ll S tree t men 
have a s take in  a  F inn ish  v ic to ry . 
W ha t are you a ll excited about, 
M r. W ander? Y o u r tre p id a tio n  is 
as indecent as th a t o f a bu tle r, 
who is in seventh heaven when 
his m aste r’s stocks and bonds 
soar upw ard and who is down in  
the dumps when the m aste r’s se
cu ritie s  sha rp ly  decline.

S ta lin ’s invasion o f F in land  has 
been used by a ll o f the open shop 
m anufactu re rs  and th e ir  lackeys 
to  d iv e r t a tte n tio n  aw ay fro m  
A m erica ’s ten m illio n  unemploy' 
ed, the s ta rva tio n  and su ffe ring  
s ta lk in g  Cleveland and hundreds 
o f o ther A m erican  cities, the b i l
lions o f do lla rs  th a t are being 
spent on arm am ents in  prepara
tion  fo r  w ar. These phony demo
cra ts  have one-track  m inds. They 
can understand su ffe rin g  and 
s ta rva tio n  in  F in land . B u t they 
cannot recognize i t  in  the U n ited  
States.

You and you r friends are the 
younger b ro thers o f these phony 
democrats. You are ready to  f ig h t 
fo r  dem ocracy in  “ P oor L i t t le  
F in land .”  B u t you do not have a 
ve ry  g re a t in te re s t in  democracy 
in  the ILG W U . L ik e  a ll w o rsh ip 
pers o f “ bourgeois democracy,”  
you do no t have a ve ry  h ig h  re
gard fo r  i t  in  yo u r ow n labo r o r
ganization . Before you ge t w o rk 
ed up about “ Poor L it t le  F in lan d ”  
again, rem em ber the words o f a 
ve ry  wise m an: “ C h a rity  begins 
at home.”

M IL IT A N T  L O C A L  
Q U ITS  W A A  
E d ito r:

A t  a m ee ting  on Jan. 3 the 
Q uakertow n, Pa., Local No. G- 
1901 o f the W orke rs  A lliance , the 
m em bership decided to  sever a ll 
connections w ith  the W orke rs  A l
liance, and fo rm  an independent 
o rgan iza tion  to  be called the P ro 
je c t W orkers  Association o f 
Bucks County.

A t  the la s t m eeting  in Decem
ber, a num ber o f members had 
been assigned to  ge t the sen ti
m ent o f the non-union p ro jec t 
w orkers. The reports  b rough t 
back were unanim ous in  fa v o r 
o f an independent union, several 
members reported th a t th e ir  p ro 
jects  w ould jo in  an independent 
union 100%, and num erous A l l i 
ance members fro m  o th e r locals 
expressed th e ir  desire to  jo in  the 
new organ iza tion  and expressed 
th e ir  d isgust a t the bu reaucra tic  
w a y  in  w h ich  business o f the A l
liance and some o f its  locals is 
conducted.

Grievances A g a in s t W A A
One grievance the Q uakertow n 

Local had was when i t  received 
a le tte r  fro m  the Pa. s ta te  office 
o f the W orke rs  A llian ce  about 
“ death w a tch  aga ins t the P ie r
son forced labo r b ill, ”  u rg in g  L o 
cals to  rush funds to  help keep 
the death w a tch  go ing, and also 
send more p ickets to  show our 
s treng th . The W A A  na tiona l pa
per, W ork , sta ted th a t there were 
400 p ickets in  line. The Q uaker
tow n  Local decided to  send money 
and th ree  p ickets. W hen these 
p ickets  a rrived  in  H a rr is b u rg  
they  found 30 p ickets, who d w in 
dled down to  a h a lf  dozen by Sat
u rday m orn ing . Then I  believe the 
le g is la to rs  fe lt  safe to  pass the  
B il l w h ich  they  did S atu rday 
n igh t.

A  second grievance was when 
we received the re p o rt o f the  del
egate to the "R ig h t to  W o rk  Con
gress," a f te r  w h ich  a com m ittee 
was appointed to  send a le tte r  to 
Pres. Lasser in  w h ich  the  com 
m ittee  sta ted:

TERROR ON WEST 
COAST EXPOSED 
IN TESTIMONY

(Continued fro m  Page 1) 
terests against the “ re fo rm ers”  
was given its  m ost b ru ta l expres
sion when O. L. Baker, a cotton 
grow er, to ld  La  F o lle tte  th a t the 
co tton  grow ers were “ the  people”  
in h is county. M eanw hile the ca
p ita lis t  press here has ca re fu lly  
sabotaged the hearings.

UNITED MINERS 
CONVENE AT 
KEY MOMENT

Lewis Expected to 
State CIO Stand on 
Anti-War Fight

V ig ila n te  Violence Described
The violence used by the co t

ton grow ers to  break the M adera 
C ounty co tton  p ickers s tr ik e  was 
to ld  in  de ta il before the C om m it
tee. S tate offic ia ls who were there 
testified  how five hundred or 
more v ig ilan tes, armed w ith  p ick  
handles, clubs, auto cranks, ru b 
ber hose, bludgeons, and t ire  
chains, a ttacked  a s tr ik e rs ’ mass 
m eeting being held peaceably 
w ith in  the M adera pub lic  pa rk . 
W h ile  the state H ighw ay  P a tro l 
and the S heriff made no move to  
in te rfe re , the v ig ilan tes  beat up 
the unarmed men and women 
they found there. The s tr ik e  was 
broken.

The same O. L . B ake r to ld  Sen
a to r La  F o lle tte , “ I ’m a Southern- 
ei from  G eorg ia and when a big 
buck n igger gets up on a p la t
fo rm  a t a s tr ik e  m eeting and 
w a lks  back and fo r th  and ag i
tates, I  don’t  lik e  i t . ”  l ie  said the 
v ig ila n te  a tta ck  upon the mass 
m eeting had “ removed the  core 
from  the bo il”  and the  cotton 
grow ers were proud of it .

In  the S tockton Cannery s tr ik e  
in  San Joaquin County the s tr ik e  
was broken by  v ig ila n tes  who 
were supplied by the S heriff w ith  
446 p ick  handles, $2,200 w o rth  o f 
assorted am m unition . These f ig 
ures were obtained by  the Com
m ittee  fro m  the coun ty  audito r. 

Legionnaires V ig ilan tes  
The v ig ila n tes  were recru ited  

th rough  the A m erican Legion 
Posts and “ were the be tte r type 
o f c itizens.”  F o rty -fiv e  s tr ike rs  
were trea ted fo r  in ju ries , tw en ty - 
seven fo r  gunshot wounds. T h ir 
teen v ig ila n tes  were also in ju red , 
bu t none o f them  by gunshot 
wounds.

E labo ra te  B lac ld ls ts
The employers keep elaborate 

files on “ reds.”  Just as the Nazis 
had a lis t  o f thousands o f men 
and women upon whom  they took 
revenge a f te r  H it le r  seized pow
er, ju s t  as F ranco ’s agents before 
and d u rin g  the  C iv il W ar, p re
pared lis ts  o f thousands o f a n ti-  
Fascists, so, as revealed by the 
testim ony, "Associated F ann e rs ”  
has a l is t  o f some 20,000 men and 
women in  C a lifo rn ia — libera ls , re 
fo rm ers, “ reds”  o f one p o lit ic a l 
be lie f o r another, who have in 
curred the  e n m ity  o f the  em ploy
er class.

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
In  sp ite  o f these m any achieve

ments and gains, the m iners to 
th is  day rem ain poorly  pa id ; they 
live  in sub-hum an conditions, are 
constan tly  in  danger o f life  and 
lim b  and are a lw ays sub ject to 
the ravages o f unem ploym ent 
and insecu rity . The M iners  U n ion 
s t il l faces a long upw ard clim b.

New NMU Pact Up fo r  Vote

The hazardous w o rk in g  condi
tions o f the m iners were dram a
tized a week ago when 91 m iners 
were k ille d  by an explosion a t 
the mines o f the Pond Creek Fo- 
cohantas Coal C orpora tion  a t 
B artley , W est V irg in ia . Im m ed i
a te ly  a fte r  the disaster, Ray Ed- 
mundson, d is tr ic t  P resident of 
the U n ited  M ine W orke rs  o f 
Am erica, threatened a s tr ik e  o f 
6,000 union members unless the 
practice  o f dyn am iting  coal w h ile  
m iners were w o rk in g  in  the p its  
was im m ed ia te ly  discontinued. 
He stated th a t the s tr ik e  was go
in g  to  be the un ion’s answer " to  
th is  m urderous practice  by , op
era to rs to  sa tis fy  th e ir  greed by 
ba lancing hum an blood fo r  de
creased costs o f p roduction.”

W ith  the scandal o f the B a r t
ley d isaster over th e ir  heads, the 
Senate passed the Neely B il l on 
January  20, and sent the un ion- 
sponsored measure to the House.

The m iners, a ll over the coun
t ry ,  are lo ok in g  w ith  eagerness 
and hope to  th is  im p o rta n t con
vention, aw a itin g  the un ion ’s 
program , designed to b rin g  se
c u r ity  and w e ll being fo r  them 
selves and th e ir  fam ilies.

Im portance  o f Convention

T h is  convention, however, is 
m ore than ju s t a m iners conven
tion. The leadership o f the m iners 
union has, w ith  few  im p o rta n t 
exceptions, constitu ted  the lead
ersh ip o f the en tire  CIO. The 
M iners U n ion has supplied the 
CIO  w ith  the g re a te r po rtion  o f 
its  funds, its  la rge s t g roup o f o r
ganizers and has held the decisive 
voice also in  the policies and p ro 
gram  o f the CIO.

A l l  o f A m erican  labo r is today 
tu rn in g  its  eyes tow ards the con
ven tion  sessions in  progress a t 
Columbus, Ohio, w a it in g  to  hear 
the answer to  the unpostponable 
problems th a t face the  m illio ns  
o f A m erica ’s to ilers.

(Continued fro m  Page 1) 
P A N Y  STOOGE. W ith o u t the 
shipowners hav ing  to  define, o r 
l im it  w h a t is m eant by “ sa tis
fa c to ry ,”  we can on ly  reach one 
conclusion —  th a t the shipowner 
has the r ig h t to  R E JE C T any 
seaman he doesn’t  like . The 
b la ck lis t w ill a u tom a tica lly  be 
again in troduced, th is  tim e  w ith  
the sanction o f the un ion leaders. 
A n y  m il ita n t  seaman who so 
much as opens his m outh , w il l  
find h im se lf b lack lis ted  and re
jected as U N S A TIS F A C T O R Y .

The same clause also delivers a 
deadly blow  a t the ro ta ry  sh ip
p ing system. R o ta ry  sh ipp ing is 
the sole guarantee o f equal sh ip
p ing  r ig h ts  fo r  the ran k  and file. 
The ro ta ry  m ethod absolute ly re 
qu ires th a t the seamen reg is te r 
a t the U N IO N  ha ll when they 
w a n t to  ship, and take out a 
sh ipp ing card, stamped w ith  the 
date o f issuance. The seaman 
longest on the beach, th a t is, w ith  
the oldest date, is sent to  the job  
i f  he is in  the ha ll when the  job 
comes up. Regardless o f W HO  
the man is, the sh ipowner m ust 
accept h im , or i f  re jected fo r  any 
V A L ID  reason, the m an next in 
line gets the job. Th is  ro ta ry  fo r 
mula, does no t va ry . I t  does not 
recognize any exceptions bu t one: 
O nly when men q u it  a ship be
cause o f s tr ik e  action, are they 
allowed to  re tu rn  to  the ship 
w ith o u t go ing  th ru  the ro ta ry  
system.

The contract, however, allows 
the company freedom  to  give 
c o m p a n y  stooges vacations, 
leaves o f absence, etc., then to 
re-h ire  them  w ith o u t a by-your- 
leave fro m  the union!

Clause (b ) states:
“ Unlicensed personnel m ay 

rem ain con tinuously in  the em
p loym ent o f the Company, p ro 
vided the Company and the 
employee desire such em ploy
m ent to continue.”

U n ion ’s Hands Tied 
Bona fide un ion men have a 

va lid  reason fo r  ask ing  the fo l
lo w ing  questions in connection 
w ith  th is  clause. Does i t  mean 
th a t the union no longer has the 
r ig h t to  remove fro m  the job  a 
man who is no t a m em ber o f the 
union, o r who does no t conduct 
h im se lf as a union man, o r who 
refuses to  pay dues, o r refuses to  
ship th ru  the  union ha ll, o r who 
vio lates the w o rk in g  ru les? The 
union no longer has the r ig h t  to 
in te rfe re  w ith  the sh ipow ner’s 
con tinu ing  to  em ploy any m an he 
sees f it ,  according to  the ve ry  
c lear w o rd ing  o f th is  clause. 

Company Contro ls Prom otions 
Clause (c) states:
“ Unlicensed personnel m ay be 

prom oted a t the op tion  o f the 
Company.”  T h is  is in  d irec t con
tra d ic tio n  w ith  previous union 
regu la tions govern ing  prom otion, 
in  o rder to  avo id the evils o f com
p e tit io n  am ong the crew  fo r  p ro 

m otions. A  boatswain, fo r  in 
stance, had to  re g is te r and ship 
as such fro m  the un ion ha ll. W hen 
he te rm ina ted  h is em ploym ent, g 
new boatswain was sent fro m  the 
union ha ll, o r in  some cases a 
boatswain was chosen fro m  the 
ran k  and file  crew  w ith  union 
consent. A cco rd ing  to  the new 
con trac t, the com pany can a t w il l  
f i l l  the supervisory ra tin gs  fro m  
its  stooges.

Clause (d ) delivers another 
dam aging b low  a t the h ir in g  hall, 
and job  con tro l:

“ Unlicensed personnel a va il
able m ay be trans fe rre d  to  an
o the r vessel on the basis o f 
sen io rity  w ith in  the company, 
sen io rity  to  be construed as 
continuous service w ith  a com
pany in  a p a rtic u la r  ra t in g .”  

Thus i f  a ship is la id  up fo r  
any reason, the company stooges 
can be reta ined by the company 
m ere ly by tra n s fe rr in g  the stoog
es to another ship. W h ich  again 
raises the question o f d isc rim ina 
tion , fo r  i f  ce rta in  men can 
be transfe rred  w ith o u t go ing 
th rough  the Union H a ll and ro 
ta ry  shipp ing, i f  they can be 
sh ifted  fro m  ship to  ship (fro m  
job  to jo b ) a t the option o f the 
Company, w h ile  the rest o f the 
crew  m ust reg is te r and w a it 
th e ir tu rn , the ro ta ry  sh ipp ing 
system, guarantee ing E Q U A L  
sh ipp ing r ig h ts , m ig h t as w e ll noL 
exist.

Freedom F o r F in ks
Clause (e) specifica lly  gives the 

company the r ig h t  to  h ire  non
union men and to  m a in ta in  them 
in C O N TIN U O U S  em ploym ent. 
Just examine th is  clause:

“ W henever an employee fu r 
nished by the un ion is deemed 
unsa tis fac to ry  to the Company, 
the Company sha ll p ro m p tly  no
t i f y  the union o f its  decision not 
to accept and the un ion agrees 
p ro m p tly  to  fu rn is h  a replace
ment. I f  fo r  any reasons, persons 
who are en titled  to em ploym ent 
under th is  agreem ent are no t 
ava ilable to  f i l l  vacancies a t a 
tim e  fixed by the M aster, the 
Company shall be free to f i l l  such 
vacancies from  any source. I t  is 
fu r th e r  agreed th a t any personnel 
selected under th is  section by the 
Company, sha ll no t be d isc rim in 
ated aga inst by the un ion.”

In  p la in  E ng lish , i f  the union 
sends a m an who is  a rb it ra r ily  
called unsa tis fac to ry  by the  sh ip
owner, the un ion cannot take  any 
im m edia te action, even i f  i t  is a 
c lear case o f b la ck lis t o r d iscrim 
ina tion , bu t m ust im m ed ia te ly  
send a replacem ent to  the ship, 
w ith in  w ha teve r tim e  the M aste r 
specifies. Thus the  shipowners 
are assured th a t the ship under 
no conditions w i l l  be held up, th a t 
no job  action  can be taken by the 
union to  f ig h t  d iscrim ina tion . 
O therw ise the Company has the 
r ig h t to  h ire  any fink , scab or 
landlubber. The m an so h ired

whole na tiona l o rgan iza tion  and 
the devil, h im self, were he a 
member, and we fe lt  ju s tifie d  in  
so doing. P lac ing  fu l l  and com
plete confidence in  ou r delegate’s 
in te g r ity , ou r desire was th a t  he 
would jo in  w ith  others in  render
in g  the service and accom plish
in g  the purpose fo r  w h ich  the  
Congress was called. We had no 
desire o r in te n tio n  to  provide a 
‘rubber stam p,’ o r a pawn to  be 
pushed around, according to  a 
prescribed fo rm u la , b u t a free  
and accepted member, independ
ent in  though t and ac tio n  and ex
erc is ing  his own good judg m en t 
in  accom plish ing the purpose in  
v iew .” .

L o y a lty  O ath Issue
A  th ird  grievance was when we 

received a request th a t we take 
a lo y a lty  oa th to  the US govern
ment.

The las t grievance we had was 
when we received a le tte r  th a t 
a special assessment was la id  on 
each m em ber by  a re ferendum  o f 
the m em bership and we had no 
knowledge o f such a referendum .

A m ong o th e r th ings  was a p ro 
posal to  fo rm  a coun ty  organ iza
tio n  and raise the dues to  50c per 
m on th  to  pay fo r  a grievance ag
ent fo r  w h ich  a S ta lin is t was s la t
ed, and un de rm in ing  ou r Local by 
t ry in g  to  ge t ou r members to 
jo in  a  S ta lin is t Local.
W an t New  N a tio n a l O rgan iza tion

We hope a new na tiona l o rgan
iza tion  w il l  be fo rm ed th a t  w i l l  
no t have the m echanical con tro l 
o f the  o rg an iza tio n  appa ra tus  
th a t the officers o f the W orke rs  
A llian ce  have.

A n  o rgan iza tion  th a t w i l l  urge 
the thousands o f independent and 
m il ita n t  w o rke rs  to  take  the n a t
u ra l pa th  o f m il i ta n t  ac tion  in 
stead o f accepting fo r  themselves 
s ta rva tio n  and m ise ry  w ith o u t a 
figh t.

H u n g ry  w o rke rs  demand th a t 
th e ir  im m edia te  needs be sa tis 
fied in  the inev itab le  s trugg le  fo r  
existence, th e y  are d riven  by

does no t have to  jo in  the union 
a t any tim e, the un ion cannot 
take  any  action to  replace him , 
and He can rem a in  on the job  fo r  
any le ng th  o f t im e !

Smashes A t  U n ion 
Thus Section s ix  o f the  new 

con tract, lik e  a sledge-ham m er in  
the hands o f the shipowners, de
live rs  b low  a fte r  b low  a t the fu n 
dam enta l p illa rs  o f the union 
s tru c tu re — JOB CO NTRO L, U N 
IO N  H IR IN G  H A L L , and the 
R O T A R Y  S H IP P IN G  SYSTEM .

The proposed con tra c t is re 
plete w ith  m any o the r union- 
sm ashing clauses. F o r example, 
in  Section 2, t it le d  “ Stoppages o f 
W o rk ,”  any so rt o f im m edia te ac
tio n  is absolute ly p roh ib ited— no 
s trikes , s it downs, quickies o r any 
o the r stoppages o f w o rk . A  re
fusa l to  sign a rtic les  fo r  any rea
son, o r p a rtic ip a tio n  by any sea 
map in  economic action  o f any 
kind, is su ffic ien t grounds fo r  be
in g  discharged (and b lack lis ted ).

Section 7, t it le d  “ Physica l E x 
am ina tions”  is p a te n tly  another 
b lackba ll method, fo r  i f  the com
pany doctor re jects a seaman as 
“ u n fit fo r  d u ty ,”  another replace
m ent m ust be im m ed ia te ly  sent 
down by the un ion ( the ship m ust 
no t be held up) and the rejected 
ind iv idu a l m ust seek f o r  redress 
in  a maze o f red tape and com
p licated procedure.

Vote No. Count B a llo ts
E ve ry  m il ita n t  un ion man in 

the N .M .U . w il l  no t o n ly  vote 
against th is  sellout con tra c t in  
the referendum , b u t w i l l  also call 
fo r  guarantees th a t the ba llo ts 
w il l  be honestly counted. I f  the 
C urran  leadership, who nego ti
ated th is  con tra c t and arc com
m itte d  to it ,  are pe rm itte d  to 
take  a ll the ba llo ts  to  N ew  Y o rk  
and “ count”  them th rou gh  a 
stooge com m ittee, they  w i l l  an
nounce th a t the con tra c t has been 
accepted by  the referendum .

S ta lin is ts  D id  This
The exp lanation  fo r  th is  ro tten  

co n tra c t is the S ta lin is t m islead- 
ersh ip o f the N .M .U . The nego ti
a tin g  com m ittee- a ll S ta lin is ts— 
was not p r im a r ily  in te rested in  
w in n in g  union conditions now, 
any more than i t  was a t any 
tim e  in  the th ree years d u rin g  
w h ich  the S ta lin is ts  have ru led 
the union. The S ta lin is ts , now as 
th roughou t these years, are in 
terested p r im a r ily  in  us ing the 
un ion as a too l fo r  th e ir  reaction
a ry  p o lit ica l support o f S ta lin ’s 
fo re ign  po licy.

Some union men m ig h t have 
though t th a t the new S ta lin is t 
line d ic ta ted  by the S ta lin -H itle r  
pact, w h ich  forces them  to  re 
nounce th e ir  previous support o f 
the governm ent, w ou ld  lead them 
to  f ig h t  the bosses. The N .M .U . 
se ll-ou t co n tra c t shows th a t, un 
der the new line, as under the old, 
the S ta lin is ts  are incapable and 
u n w illin g  to  defend the economic 
in te rests  o f the  w orkers.

T. ,. . . .  i th e ir  stomachs to fo llo w  a m il i-I t  was the  m ost unpro fitab le  . . .__  .
. n T a ^ ^ n i ta n t class s trugg le  po licy. A n  o r

gan iza tion  devoted to  dem ocra tic  
princ ip les  and p rog ram , where 
the r ig h t  o f in it ia t iv e  and action  
on the  p a r t  o f the in d iv id u a l is 
encouraged. W here confidence is 
m ain ta ined by p e rm it t in g  free  ex
pression o f th o u g h t and ac tion  
and w here ju d g m e n t is depended 
upon to  in d ica te  the r ig h t  and 
p rope r course to  pursue.

H O W A R D  S TU M P  
Q uakertow n, Pa.

and w a s te fu l expend itu re  o f tim e  
and m oney in  w h ich  th is  Local 
had ever been engaged.

“ I t  is  w ith  the  keenest re g re t 
th a t Q uakertow n Loca l labors un
der the necessity o f reco rd ing  its  
d isappo in tm en t in  the m eager re 
su lts  a tta ined  by the R ig h t to  
W o rk  Congress and condemns the 
d ic ta to r ia l and a u to c ra tic  m eth - 
qs}s in  vogue d u rin g  the session 

Lasser’s Reply
In  re p ly  M r. Lasser says th a t 

“ yo u r officers have no business to  
w r ite  the  k in d  o f le tte r  you have.”  

In  re p ly  the Q uakertow n Loca l 
w ro te  th a t “ You assume a fa r  
g re a te r power tha n  the office you 
hold confers. W e would in d ic t  the

D A N C E  A N D  E N T E R T A IN 
M E N T . M usic  by Savoy Bear
cats. S atu rday, Feb. 3, 1940. 
H a rlem  Branch, S.W.P. 186 
Lenox Ave., N .Y.C . Sub. 49c.
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The A n ti-L y n c h  B il l w i l l  now go before the 
Senate. The S.W.P. m ust tire less ly  w o rk , by i t 
se lf and w ith  a ll o th e r o rgan iza tions, in  o rder 
to  b r in g  a ll possible pressure upon the Senate to  
pass it .  The w o rk in g  class m ovem ent m u s t m ake 
th is  cause its  own. I t  is the w o rk in g  class th a t 
w i l l  check and f in a lly  p u t an end to  lynch ing . 
O n ly  an id io t can fa i l  to  see th a t  i f  the ca p ita lis t 
class w anted  to  p u t an end to  it ,  i t  w ou ld  have 
take n  adequate steps long  ago.

The Southern landowners and th e ir  sa te llite s  
t r y  to  m ake o u t th a t  lyn ch in g  is the on fy safe
guard  fo r  the  "p u r ity ”  o f  th e ir  wom en fro m  N e
g ro  assault. L ie  No. 1. O f fo u r  thousand cases o f 
lyn ch in g  d u rin g  the  las t f i f t y  years, in  on ly  one- 
f i f th  were the Negroes even charged w ith  any 
s o rt o f assault on w h ite  wom en. A nd  how  flim s y  
m ost o f th e ir  charges were, the Scottsboro case 
proves.

B u t these ve ry  advocates o f lynch ing , fo r  th a t 
is  w h a t they are who oppose the a n ti- ly n c h in g  
b ill,  are the same odious hypocrites who w i l l  te ll 
you how  the Southern s lave-owners w en t o ff to  
w a r and le f t  th e ir  w ives and ch ild ren  in  the 
safekeeping o f fa ith fu l slaves. So th a t, accord
in g  to  these theore tic ians, the  N egro 's  appe tite  
fo r  w h ite  wom en began w ith  L in co ln ’s proc lam 
a tio n  o f the  ab o lition  o f slavery. T h is  is h igh  
science. B u t s lavery  has been abolished in  o the r 
p a rts  o f the w o rld . W here in any p a r t o f A m e r
ica, N o rth  a n d . South and the W est In d ia n  is
lands. has any s o rt o f lyn ch  la w  been found  nec
essary to  p ro te c t w h ite  wom anhood? Nowhere.

In  the W est Ind ies, where s lavery  has been 
abolished fo r  one hundred years, there is no t, as 
fa r  as we know , one s ing le  case, n o t one, o f 
assault upon a w h ite  wom an by a Negro. S ir 
H a rry  Johnston, the g re a t trave le r, has p u t on 
recon i w h a t is common knowledge, th a t the  w o
men o f the com para tive ly  sm all w h ite  popu la
tio n  in  the W est Ind ies w a lk  anyw here a t any 
tim e  am ong the N egro  people w ith  the  u tm os t 
sa fe ty. A nd  th is  E ng lishm an states th a t a w h ite  
wom an can w a lk  in  the rem ote p a rts  o f the W est 
Ind ies w ith  fa r  m ore sa fe ty  than  she can on some 
o f the downs and the qu ie te r c o u n try  places o f 
G rea t B r ita in .

Do Glands Change in the South?
And the N egro  in  the N o rth  and W est and 

E a s t o f A m erica?  W h a t tra n s fo rm a tio n  in  his 
g lands takes place th a t a llow s h im  to  m eet any 
num ber o f wom en in  the pa rks and lone ly places 
on the  o u ts k ir ts  o f N ew  Y o rk , Chicago, and Los 
Angeles and n o t g ive  ven t to  the uncon tro llab le  
lusts  w h ich  are supposed to  dom inate h im  in 
the South?

No, le t us once and fo r  a ll chase fro m  c iv ilized  
socie ty th is  m onstrous m y th , and w herever we 
speak, n o t on ly  m eet the  question i f  i t  is  raised, 
bu t b r in g  i t  ou t in to  the open and show i t  up 
fo r  the ly in g  fra u d  th a t i t  is. No m an knew  more 
abou t A fr ic a  tha n  S ir H a rry  Johnston. T h is  was 
his conclusion on Negroes and w h ite  wom en:

"T here  is, I  am convinced, a de libera te tenden
c y - in  th e . Southern S tates to  exaggerate the  de
sire o f the N egro  fo r  a sexual un ion w ith  w h ite  
women. . . A  few  exceptiona l Negroes in  W est 
and South A fr ic a , and in  A m erica , are a ttra c te d  
tow a rds  a w h ite  consort, b u t a lm ost in v a ria b ly  
fo r  honest and pure-m inded reasons, because of 
some in te lle c tua l a ff in ity  o r sym pa thy. The mass 
o f the race, i f  le f t  free' to  choose, w ould p re fe r 
to  m ate w ith  women o f its  own type. W hen cases 
have occurred in  the h is to ry  o f South A fr ic a , 
South-W est, E a s t and C entra l A fr ic a , o f some 
g re a t N egro  up ris ing , and the  w ives and daugh
te rs  o f offic ia ls, m issionaries and se ttle rs  have 
been te m p o ra rily  a t the m ercy  o f a N egro  a rm y, 
o r in  the power o f a  N egro  chief, how ex trem e ly  
ra re  are the  proved cases o f any sexual abuse 
a ris in g  fro m  th is  c ircum stance ! H ow  in fin ite ly  
ra re r than  the p ro s titu t io n  o f N egro wom en fo l
low ing  on some g re a t conquest o f the w h ites  o r 
o f th e ir  b lack o r ye llow  a llies! I  know  th a t the 
c o n tra ry  has been fre e ly  alleged and fa lse ly  
s ta ted in  h is to ries  o f A fr ic a n  events; b u t when 
the fac ts  have been re a lly  investiga ted , i t  is 
l i t t le  else th a n  aston ish ing th a t the N egro  has 
e ith e r had too g re a t a  rac ia l sense o f decency, 
o r  too l i t t le  l ik in g  fo r  the  w h ite  wom en ( I  be
lieve i t  to  be the fo rm e r ra th e r tha n  the la tte r)  
to ou trage the unhappy w h ite  wom en and g ir ls  
te m p o ra rily  in his power. . .”

Lynching Not a Sex Question
Am ong ve ry  h ig h ly  developed urban people, 

p a r tic u la r ly  w rite rs , a rtis ts , revo lu tiona ries , in 
te llectua ls , stage-people, one finds a tendency 
tow a rds  in te rra c ia l sexual re la tionsh ips, b u t i t  is 
precise ly am ong the la rge  masses o f w o rke rs  o r 
fa rm ers  th a t such tendencies are absent. W hen 
rapes do occur, they are the re su lt o f a r t if ic ia lly  
s tim u la ted  mass hys te ria  w o rk in g  on the em b it
tered im a g in a tio n  o f a few  subnorm al, in d iv id 
uals. W hen they  do occur— because over and over 
again, w h ite  women in  the  South, when th e ir  i l l i 
c it  re la tions  w ith  Negroes are discovered, e ithe r 
th rou gh  fe a r o r ex te rna l pressure, raise the c ry  
o f Rape.

L yn ch ing  is no t a sexual question, b u t a social 
and p o lit ic a l question. M a rx is ts  have n o t on ly  
to  know  th a t  themselves. They m us t propagate 
i t  w ith  as m uch assiduousness and energy as the 
Southerners propagate th e ir  lies about the  N e
g ro ’s desire fo r  w h ite  women.

IT ’S B E G IN N IN G  A G A IN !
“ A m e rica  d id  no t en te r (the  la s t W o rld  )W a r 

under the s iren  spell o f B r it is h  propaganda, o r to 
safeguard ou r bankers' loans to  the A llies , o r  even 
on account o f the Lus itan ia . . . . The U n ited  
S tates cast in  its  fo rtunes  w ith  the  A llie s  p r im a r
i ly  because o f W illia m  Shakespeare and John 
B unyan  and M agna C a rta  and General L a fa y 
e tte .” — F ro m  “ The L iv in g  T ra d itio n ,”  ju s t  pub
lished by  Simeon S trunsky , ch ie f e d ito r ia l w r i te r  
o f the New Y o rk  Tim es.

Some Pertinent History-Past and Present

"P O O R  LITTLE F IN LA N D "
By C H R IS  A N D R E W S

in
. . the re  are in  F in lan d  on 

an average tw e n ty  years o f fa m 
ine per hundred” . W ho te lls  us 
th is  ? The F inn ish  G overnm ent 
its e lf  ca lm ly  repo rts  the  fa c t in  
its  “ F in land  Y ea r B ook”  (1938). 
N a tu ra lly  the ric h  landow ner es
capes the  su ffe rin g ; i t  is  upon 
those 950,000 hum an beings who 
s trugg le  fo r  existence upon 
fa rm s ran g ing  fro m  % an acre 
ir. size to  a m ax im um  o f 25 
acres; upon the  112,000 members 
o f ten an t fam ilies , and upon the 
616,000 fa rm  laborers and th e ir  
fam ilies , th a t the trage dy  o f “ a 
bad crop yea r”  fa lls  w ith  the u t 
m ost c rue lty .

A  re p o rt o f the d ie ta ry  s tan
dards o f the F inn ish  peasantry 
was prepared fo r  the  League o f 
N a tions  Conference on R u ra l 
L ife , 1939. A m on g  the poorer 
fa m ilie s — the vas t m a jo r ity — the 
in v e s tig a to r discovered an ab
no rm a lly  lo w  use o f sugar, po
tatoes, cereals, and even o f b u t
te r  and m ilk  (F in land  has a 
la rge d ia ry  in d u s try ) . I t  says: 
“ Such low  figu res bear w itness 
to the pove rty  o f these house
holds. The housewives are gener
a lly  incom petent cooks, fo r  in  
19.1% o f the fam ilies , cooked 
food was eaten on ly  once a day” .

In  describ ing  the peasantry, 
the governm ent-published “ F in 
land Y ea r B ook”  discusses 

. . the p rim itiven ess  o f th e ir  
liv in g  cond itions” . I t  sta tes: 
"R u ra l dw ellings consist fo r  the 
m ost p a r t  o f sm all one o r tw o - 
roomed houses, the m a jo r ity  o f 
them  over-crowded, cramped, i l l -

FDR A lib i
For Cuts 
Blows Up

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
a to ta l o f ten  m illio n  unem 
ployed. Roosevelt’s re lie f slashes, 
i f  the y  are sustained by  Con
gress, condemn these ten m illio n  
plus th e ir  fam ilies  to  a hopeless 
prospect o f ne ithe r governm ent 
re lie f no r p r iv a te  jobs.

The on ly  th in g  open to  these 
w o rkers  is  loca l re lie f. B u t th a t 
is  co llapsing a ltoge ther, as one 
cris is  a fte r  another overwhelm s 
the loca l re lie f systems. The re 
p o rt o f the Chicago Council o f 
Social Agencies, published here 
las t week, w h ich  established th a t 
re lie f c lien ts  were a c tu a lly  s ta rv 
in g  in  th a t  c ity — and Chicago is 
lis ted  as s lig h t ly  above the na
tio n a l average in  re lie f s tand
ards!— typ ifie s  the s itu a tio n  na
tio n a lly .

W hat W ill C IO  Do?
Roosevelt has ind ica ted how 

he w ill, m eet the issue— by slash
in g  re lie f s t i l l  fu r th e r. I t  is the re 
fo re  now up to  Congress. B u t 
Congress, i t  is clear, w i l l  go
along w ith  the P resident— unless 
in  the ne x t weeks the trade  un 
ion and unem ployed m ovem ent 
can m ake Congress change its  
m ind.

The eyes o f a ll m ilita n ts  in  the 
la bo r m ovem ent are tu rned  to
Colum bus th is  week, as the
U n ited  M ine  W orke rs  convention 
convenes. W h a t w i l l  John L.
Lew is say? W ill he propose to 
p u t tee th  in to  the C IO  News’ 
condem nation o f Roosevelt’s re 
lie f  slashes? W ill the  C IO  under
take  the resp o n s ib ility  o f o rgan
iz in g  a rea l f ig h t, o r  w i l l  i t  s h irk  
the task ? T h a t decision w i l l  de
te rm ine  the ne x t stages o f the 
f ig h t  fo r  jobs and re lie f.

| l i t ,  bad ly ven tila ted , d ra u g h ty  o r 
damp, and o ften  in fested w ith  
ve rm in ” .

Upon th is  leve l o f ru ra l pov
e rty , i t  is on ly  n a tu ra l th a t d i
sease should flou rish . T ubercu
losis is the g re a t scourge o f the 
ru ra l popu la tion  (and o f the  c ity  
w o rk e r— a recent peasant). I t  
s tr ikes  w ith  especial havoc 
am ong fa rm  hands and tim b e r 
w orkers. G reat B r ita in , a cap
ita l is t  c o u n try  w ith  a perm anent 
unem ployed and s lum  class, had 
a deathra te  o f 7.4 per 10,000 
fro m  tubercu losis in  1935; F in 
land ’s dea th ra te  was 18.5—  
equalled on ly  by tw o  o f the m ost 
po ve rty -s tricke n  and backw ard 
coun tries  o f E urope— Rum ania, 
18.2% and Poland, 18%.

The cause o f these desperate 
conditions o f the F inn ish  peasan
t r y  today can be traced d ire c tly  
to  the fa ilu re  o f the p ro le ta rian  
in su rrec tio n  o f 1918. In  the tes t 
o f power by c iv il w a r, the  bo u r
geoisie tr ium p he d— w ith  the  aid 
o f E ng lish  m un itio ns  and a G er
m an A rm y  Corps. The F inn ish  
landowners thus  escaped the ex
p ro p ria tion s  w h ich  took place in  
o th e r pa rts  o f Europe. V ic to rs  
have no need to  g ive concessions 
to  the vanquished.
T H E  ‘M Y T H  OF  
L A N D  REFO RM S \

The League o f N a tions  Confer
ence R eport on R u ra l L ife — 1939 
— divides the a g ra ria n  re fo rm s o f 
post-w ar Europe in to  three class
es:

1. A lm o s t com plete liq u id a tio n  
o f la rge  estates.

2. F a ir ly  extensive reduction  
o f la rge  estates.

3. R e la tive ly  s lig h t m od ifica 
tion  o f land tenure.

F in land  is lis ted  in  the th ird  
group. In  fa c t, the re p o rte r adds, 
“ In  general, the  expression ‘ag
ra ria n  re fo rm ’ is no t applicab le 
to the land po licy o f the F inn ish  
G overnm ent. .

The K a llis  la w  o f 1922 p ro v id 
ed th a t estates o f 494 acres o r 
less were com ple te ly  exempt. 
F rom  an estate o f 741 acres the  
m ost th a t could be required fo r  
sale to  peasants w as— 22 acres. 
F rom  an estate o f 988 acres the 
m ost th a t could be taken was 
39*,<. acres— and so on. N o w on
der the League o f N a tions  rep o rt 
declines to  ca ll th is  “ ag ra ria n  
re fo rm ” .

And fo r  the land a c tu a lly  made 
ava ilab le  to  th e  peasants, they 
had to  pay the land lo rd  the price 
he asked and go in to  perpetual 
debt to  the governm ent. The 
land lo rd  received good govern
m ent bonds bearing 7% in te r 
est. The peasant pa id the govern
m en t 7% in te res t fo r  a m axim um  
o f 49 acres arable land and 49 
acres fo r  firewood. The “ c o tta g 
ers,”  rece iv ing  on ly  5 acres fo r  
a "house”  and garden, had to  pay 
9% in te re s t— because they had 
to  w o rk  in  the  tim b e r camps in  
the w in te r  and w ou ld  have m ore 
cash.

B y  th is  s le igh t-o f-hand  the 
F inn ish  bourgeoisie placed the 
burden o f the  a g r ic u ltu ra l cris is  
m ore square ly upon the peasan
t r y  and th rou gh  the governm ent 
were able to handle the collec
tio n  o f th e ir  revenues m ore effi
c ien tly .

Reappearing as the  F inn ish  
Labo r P a rty , the B olsheviks con
ducted a fig h t aga inst the in fa 
mous Le x  K a llio . The “ R epublic”  
disposed o f them  by a rre s tin g  the 
le g a lly  elected 27 D ie t members 
in 1923 and condem ning them  to 
prison fo r  long term s.

There has been a steady f lig h t  
o f the peasantry fro m  the land 
— the U n ited  S tates was a refuge 
fo r  thousands o f F inns u n t il em i
g ra tio n  there  was curta iled . To
day there is s t i l l  a steady move

m ent o f the peasantry to  the c ity . 
The c ity  w o rk e r now represents 
some 16% o f the  popu lation.
T H E  T R A D E  U N IO N S  
A N D  T H E  C IT Y  W O R KERS

The F inn ish  trade  unions were 
con tro lled  by the B olsheviks in  
1918 and too k  an active  p a r t in  
the c iv il w a r. A s a resu lt o f the 
defeat, the y  were outlaw ed, th e ir  
offic ia ls and m ilita n ts  m urdered 
o r im prisoned. The fo llo w in g  ten 
years was a slow  s tru g g le  back 
fo r the un ion men. A s they g ra d 
u a lly  became m ore m il ita n t  and 
outspoken, the  bourgeoisie un 
leashed both governm ent and 
Fasc is t a tta cks  upon the labo r 
m ovem ent la s tin g  fro m  1930 to  
1932 (described in  la s t w eek’s is 
sue o f the  Appeal).

The “ F in lan d  Y ea r B ook" 
(1936) ju s tifie s  the  repressions 
aga ins t the organized labo r 
m ovem ent by  say ing  th a t “ . . . to  
some exten t the  present w eak o r
ga n iza tion  o f la bo r in  F in lan d  is 
due also to  the fa c t  th a t the 
trade  unions have no t kep t s t r ic t 
ly  to  p u re ly  professional ques
tions in  th e ir  a c tiv itie s  b u t ac
qu ired a p o lit ic a l cha rac te r and 
consequently, had to su ffe r fo r  
a ll the  m istakes made by the So
c ia l-D em ocra tic  and C om m unist 
P a rtie s ” .

In  1917 some m onths before the 
ou tb reak o f C iv il W a r the trade 
unions had 160,000 members. In  
the years th a t fo llow ed the W h ite  
T e rro r they s lo w ly  reorganized 
u n t il by 1928 they had once again 
some 90,000 members. Tw o years 
la te r the governm ent smashed the 
unions again under p re te x t o f 
“ treasonable a c tiv itie s .”

In te rv e n in g  in  the trade  un
ions th rou gh  its  Social D em ocra t
ic  servants, the governm ent now 
keeps a sharp re s tra in t over the 
w orkers . Once aga in  s tru g g lin g  
to  rev ive  the unions, the  w o rk 
ers are fu r th e r  confused b y  the 
presence o f three organ iza tions, 
the C entra l Federation, the Inde
pendent La bo r League, and N a 
tio n a l T rade U n ion  O rgan iza tion . 
The vast m a jo r ity  o f w o rke rs  in  
p riva te  in d u s try  are unorganized. 
The unions represent some 70,000 
m embers o f whom  16,000 are w o
men.
T H A T  FA M O U S  
E IG H T -H O U R  D A Y

The c a p ita lis t press o f the 
whole w o rld  has been p roud ly 
boasting o f the fa c t th a t the F in 
nish bourgeoisie gave th e ir  w o rk 
ers the e ig h t hour day as fa r  
back as 1916. F u r th e r  de ta ils  they 
do no t bo ther to  cite.

The In te rn a tio n a l La bo r Office 
in  Geneva lis ts  the fo llo w in g  ex
ceptions to  the  E ig h t . H o u r D ay 
in its  s tudy o f w o rk in g  conditions 
in  F in land  (1935). U nde r “ P er
m anent E xcep tions”  we find sea
sonal indus tries  and a ll o f a g r i
cu ltu re . The m a jo r ity  o f the F inns 
are engaged in  a g ric u ltu re — the 
1930 census gives us 68,291 fa rm  
servants, 13,864 "overseers,”  58,- 
689 share-croppers (w ho pay 
back th e ir  la nd lo rd  no t on ly  w ith  
produce b u t also w ith  th e ir  per
sonal labo r) and 475,837 ru ra l day 
laborers— a ll in  a ll, some 616,000 
F inns, the ove rw he lm ing  m a jo r-

Famous Bronx Branch
H ires  T W O  m ore rooms fo r  

Fam ous B ronx  Social 
T h is  SAT., J U L Y  27, 8:30 P.M.

1334 W IL K IN S  A V E N U E  
o n ly  29 m inu tes fro m  U n ion  Sq. 

(F ree m an  St. s ta .)

W e 've  prot dance m usic, n i f t y  
Bals, d r in k s , p ing  pong tables, 
ro u le tte , p inoch le  and b rid ge  c o r
ner, s ing -fes t. fo lk -d a n c in g , fa m 
ous pe rsona lities, g a y  repartee  ! !  
E v e ry th in !/ to  w a rm  the cockles 
o f y o u r h e a r t ! So co m e ! M oney 
back gu aran tee  o f  s a tis fa c tio n !

FOO D W O R K E R S  B ranch  dance 
has been postponed to  S a tu r
day, Feb. 10. P lace: U ppe r 
W est Side branch headquar
ters, 910 N in th  Ave., N. Y . C. 
B eg inn ing  8:30 p.m. Adm ission 
tw e n ty -five  cents. *

U N S E R  W O R T  No. 1 (99) is
ava ilab le  a t the fo llo w in g  book
shops and newsstands in  New  
Y o rk  C ity :
M odern Book Shop, 27 U n iv e r

s ity  PI.
Rand School, 7 E as t 15th St. 
42nd St. &  6 th  Ave., S.E. Cor. 
42nd St., Southern Side, near 

L ib ra ry .
200 E ast 86th St.
M oderne Deutsche Buchhand- 

lung, 250 E a s t 84 th St.
Get i t  a t  once! I t  contains 

the a rtic le  o f W .H . on the W ar  
in F in land , a com m entary  on 
the R io ts  in  Bohemia, and the 
im p o rta n t a rtic le  by L . T ro ts 
ky . the USSR In W ar.

i t y  o f wage w orkers , engaged in  
the hardest k in d  o f w o rk — fro m  
whom  the benefits o f an e igh t- 
hour day is spec ifica lly  excluded.

"B u t w h a t abou t the  379,861 
w o rke rs  in  In d u s try , T ransport, 
Com m erce?”  says the in d ig na n t 
pe tty -bourgeo is  defender o f F in 
land. "T he y  en joy the e igh t-h ou r 
day. I t ’s the la w .”

U nderneath the  “ law ,”  the  
M a rx is t m ust look fo r  the re a lity  
— the re la tio n  o f class forces. In  
1916 a p o w e rfu l and r is in g  trade  
un ion m ovem ent in  F in land  
w rested the E ig h t-H o u r D ay La w  
fro m  the bourgeoisie.

A  re vo lu tio n a ry  M a rx is t re 
m embers th a t to  c a rry  a  law  
aga inst the bourgeoisie in to  p rac
tic a l app lica tion  requires a t ire 
less f ig h t by  the w orkers . W h a t 
happened a f te r  1916 in  F in lan d?  
B y  1918 the class s tru g g le  m a
tu red  to  the po in t o f C iv il W ar. 
The w o rkers  lo s t and th e ir  unions 
were destroyed. D o the  bourgeois
ie enforce the laws aga inst them 
selves ?

Tw ice  since then the bourgeois
ie have arrested the le ga lly  e lect
ed w o rke rs ’ representatives in  the 
D ie t and im prisoned them —-1923 
and 1930. The s lo w ly  re v iv in g  
trade  union m ovem ent was ru th 
lessly dissolved in  1930. Such is 
the re la tio n  o f class forces in  
B aron  M annerhe im ’s F in land.

F in la n d ’s indus tries  are la rge ly  
decentra lized— in a m anner to  re 
jo ice the he a rt o f H e n ry  Ford. 
F in land  is  studded w ith  "com 
pany towns.”  A ll w o rke rs  under
stand th a t such an a rrangem ent

(Continued fro m  Page 1) 
W a lte r M il l is ' “ Road to W a r”  he 
w i l l  q u ic k ly  rea lize how m uch o f 
a sham the present l i t t le  d ip lo 
m a tic  sk irm is h  is, how  l i t t le  i t  
re a lly  a ffects the  basic trend  o f 
the W ash ing ton  governm ent 
tow ard  th ro w in g  th is  co u n try ’s 
w e ig h t in to  the bloody h o lo caus t1 
o f w a r.

M il l is  sums up the d ip lo m a tic  
con flic t before 1917 in  words 
w h ich  can be offered as eloquent 
com m ent on the  present s itu a 
tio n :

"E v e ry  issue w h ich  arose be-1 
tween the U n ited  S tates and i 
G reat B r ita in  was settled in  ac
cordance w ith  the B r it is h  v iew . 
The completeness o f th is  reverse 
was due p a r t ly  to  M r. Page (the 
A ng lo ph ile  U . S. envoy in  L o n 
don) . . . b u t ch ie fly  to  the emo
tio n a l sym pa th y  fo r  the A llie d  
cause en te rta ined  a t th a t  tim e  
no t o n ly  by the  A m erican  press 
and vocal public, b u t by  (Col. 
E dw ard ) House, the S ta te  De
pa rtm e n t and the  P res iden t h im 
self. They could n o t b r in g  them 
selves to  contem plate a Germ an 
v ic to ry ; and the s trongest a rg u 
m ent o f the B r it is h  was . . . 
th e ir  plea th a t the measures they 
took  were ‘essentia l to  ou r ex
istence.’ As long as th a t plea car
ried  w e ig h t w ith  o u r statesm en 
and the corresponding plea fro m  
G erm any d id  not, the  U n ited  
States was unavo idab ly  a s ilen t 
p a rtn e r o f the E n ten te .”

m akes repression by the bosses 
m uch s im p ler. The m il ita n t  w o rk 
er is easily  iso lated in  the sm all 
popu lation. There are no unions 
in  t im b e r o r  the  o th e r la rge  in 
dustries o f F in lan d— there  is no 
co llective b a rga in ing  o r jo b  se
c u r ity .

Besides “ P erm anent Excep
tions,”  the In te rn a tio n a l La bo r 
Office lis ts  the fo llo w in g  "Tem po
ra ry  E xcep tions” — "u rg e n t re
pa irs  to  m ach inery  o f p la n t” ; 
“ techn ica l reasons” ; “ force m a- 
je u re ” ; “ if ,  ow ing  to  the techn ic 
a l cond ition  o f the  w o rk , i t  is  im 
possible to  enforce the  A c t  in  
p rac tice ” ; “ i f  in te rru p tio n  o f the 
w o rk  m ay damage p rope rty , 
m anufactu red  products, o r  raw  
m a te ria ls ” ; and “ in  special c ir 
cumstances o r fo r  exceptional 
reasons sub ject to  th e  consent o f 
the w o rke rs .”

W hen the boss in te rp re ts  the 
"excep tion ,”  w ho res is ts  h is in 
te rp re ta tio n — where the re  is no 
un ion? W here the re  is no un ion 
to  p ro te c t the  job, w h a t happens 
to  the m il ita n t  w o rk e r w ho does
n ’t  g ive h is "consent” ? A nd  m ore 
than 300,000 ou t o f 379,000 are 
unorganized.

I t  is  on ly  necessary now to  add 
th a t the A c t  spec ifica lly  a llow s 
add itiona l ove rtim e w o rk  o f 200 
hours a year, p lus “ an add itiona l 
150 hours a yea r” — m a k in g  350 
hours a year.

Class conscious w o rke rs  w i l l  
know  how  to  judge the c a p ita lis t 
propaganda abou t the  F inn ish  
E ig h t-H o u r D ay!

(Continued next week)

I f  we look fo r  the differences 
between now and then, we sha ll 
perceive o n ly  th a t  th is  "s ile n t 
pa rtn e rsh ip ”  has been an estab
lished fa c t  fro m  the  ve ry  beg in 
ning. A n d  th a t i t  is  no t so s ilen t.

A t  the ou tb reak  o f the las t 
w a r W ilson  bade A m erica  to  be 
ne u tra l even in  though t. B u t  his 

j successor in  the  W h ite  House o f 
today goes in  fo r  no such naive 
blandishm ents and urges the d i
rec t opposite, in  o rder to  speed 
the tra n s itio n  fro m  pa rtisansh ip  
in  tho ugh t to  pa rtisansh ip  in  ac
tion .

Further on the Road

I f  the present a rg um e n t w ith  
E ng land ove r the m a ils  b rings 
echoes fro m  the past, they  serve 
on ly  to  press home the fa c t  th a t 
we are m uch fa r th e r  a long the 
road to  w a r today tha n  w e were 
in  1915. A l l  the m a te r ia l and 
psychological bases fo r  the  fin a l 
p lunge have been longer and 
m ore e ffec tive ly  and m ore com 
p le te ly  prepared. N o th in g  proves 
th is  m ore com p le te ly  tha n  the 
fa c t  th a t whereas 25 years ago 
the  W ash ing ton  governm ent had 
to  go th rou gh  d ip lo m a tic  duels 
w ith  B r ita in  w h ich  contained live  
germ s o f serious co n flic t over is 
sues o f basic im portance, today 
the “ s ile n t pa rtn e rs ”  f ind  them 
selves fen c ing  harm lessly  over a 
few  bags o f m a il w h ile  behind the 
backs o f the people o f th is  land 
the rea l a lliances fo r  b loody w ars  
are a lready  sealed.
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U. S. Notes to London  
Evoke 1914-16 Echoes

Illinois Socialists 
Condemn Jingo 
Attacks on USSR

By F E L IX  M O R R O W
A  le tte r  in  the  Janua ry  20 issue o f N o rm an  

Thom as’ Call is w o rth  re p r in t in g  in  fu l l :
“To the Editor:

“The Jewish section of the Socialist party, Chi
cago, affiliated w ith the Jewish labor committee, 
whose function is to lead the fight against Fasc
ism and anti-Semitism, expresses Its dissatisfac
tion w ith  the plans fo r a  meeting to protest a t  
the same time Nazism and Stalinism. Such a 
meeting is arranged in conjunction w ith  the 
Czech, Polish and Finnish national councils.

“The Jewish section has more than once de
clared its opposition to Stalinism and the dictat
orship practiced by the Soviet Union. W e believe, 
however, th a t to protest against the brutal bar
barism of Nazism, especially the savage persecu
tion of the Jewish masses, and a t the same tim e  
against the dictatorship of the Soviet Union, w ill 
detract from the effect of a protest against N az
ism.

“Furtherm ore, we believe that such a protest 
meeting held in common w ith  the bourgeois na
tional councils, w ill be used prim arily  to attack  
the Soviet Union, w ith  the object of severing dip
lomatic relations In keeping w ith  the demand of 
the most reactionary forces In America.

“The Jewish section in Chicago declares that 
such action of the Jewish Labor committee is un
justified and harm ful both from  the Jewish, and 
from the Labor and Socialist standpoint. W e hold 
It Is especially im portant that our criticism of the 
Soviet Union be made as a working-class organ
ization, that our protest against Stalinism be con
ducted independently of bourgeois and reaction
ary  elements.

“Therefore, the Jewish section of the Socialist 
party, Chicago, is compelled not to  participate In 
the planned protest meeting, disclaiming all re
sponsibility for this action of the Jewish Labor 
committee.

— Mordecal Shulman, 
Chairman,
Nathan M iller,
Secretary.”

Also A Condemnation of Thomas
T h is  le tte r  is ve ry  m uch in  po in t. I t  ind ica tes 

th a t there are people in  the  S oc ia lis t p a r ty  w ho 
are n o t go ing  a long w ith  the  rea c tion a ry  Thom as- 
S ym es-T rager line  o f u n it in g  w ith  w ar-m ongers 
in a tta cks  upon the  S oviet U n ion . The le tte r  is, 
lo g ica lly , n o t on ly  a condem nation o f the Chicago 
Jew ish La bo r com m ittee ’s action, b u t also a con
dem nation o f the S oc ia lis t p a r ty ’s suppo rt o f the 
an ti-S ov ie t reso lu tions, o f the  jin g o  leaders o f the 
A m erican  L a b o r p a rty , its  suppo rt o f bourgeois 
F in land, etc.

The sen tim en t expressed in  th is  le tte r  m us t be 
w idespread am ong the  ra n k  and f ile  o f the  So
c ia lis t p a rty , fo r  the re  has been a change o f ton© 
in  the Ca ll. I t  is  no longer scream ing a t the  top 
o f its  voice fo r  a rtns  fo r  F in land . I t  has made no 
a tte m p t to answ er ou r c r it ic is m  o f its  jin g o  ed
ito r ia ls  on beha lf o f “ de m ocra tic " F in land.

The change o f tone is not, however, a change 
e f po licy. U nderneath , the line  rem ains th e  same 
rea c tion a ry  line  o f ba ck ing  F in lan d  in  th e  w a r, 
a “ le f t ”  fo rm u la tio n  o f it ,  to  ho ld  on to  class
conscious w o rke rs  who are ou traged by the  b raz
en H oover fo rm u la tio n s  w ith  w h ich  the Call be
gan.

The le tte r  o f the Chicago Socia lists c o rre c tly  
denounces the Jew ish L a b o r com m ittee  fo r  jo in 
in g  w ith  bourgeois groups in  a tta cks  on the  So
v ie t  U n ion. Is  there  an y  difference between th a t 
c rim e  and th a t com m itted  by  Thom as ? He w rite s , 
fo r  exam ple, in  the Jan ua ry  20 C a ll: “ W e should 
do ourselves, and even encourage the governm ent 
to  do a ll th a t can be done fo r  the F inn s  . . .”  He 
adds, queasily, “ T h a t is, a ll th a t  can be done 
w ith o u t in v o lv in g  o r th re a te n in g  to  in vo lve  A m e r
ica in  w a r.”  To ca ll upon the W a r Deal govern
m en t o f A m erica  to  a id  F in la n d — is th a t “ a p ro
tes t aga ins t S ta lin ism  conducted independently  
o f bourgeois and rea c tio n a ry  elem ents”  ? The le t
te r  o f the Chicago Socia lists should have been d i
rected aga ins t Thom as and the C a ll as m uch as 
aga ins t the Jew ish L a b o r com m ittee.

Thom as says: “ The a id  g iven should be non- 
m il i ta ry . "  W h y ?  E ith e r  the cause o f F in lan d  is 
one deserving w o rk in g  class support, in  w h ich  
case i t  should be supported w ith  arm s, o r  i t  Is 
u n w o rth y  o f support, in  w h ich  case i t  should ge t 
n o th in g  a t  a ll. Thom as' is  a  dishonest fo rm u la , 
designed to  p lacate class conscious w o rke rs  in  h is 
ranks, w h ile  con tinu ing  h is un ited  f ro n t  w ith  
H oover fo r  F in land .

H e n ry  H aske ll, in  the same issue o f the  Call, 
m akes a c o n trib u tio n  w h ich  would provoke m uch 
m e rrim e n t, i f  the issue were n o t so deadly serious. 
He w rite s :

“ Socia lis ts  should m ake a sharp  d is tin c tio n  be
tween w o rke rs ’ a id  to  F in land , and a id  by  reac
tionaries  lik e  H oover and also th e  Roosevelt ad
m in is tra tio n . . . . W hen th d  w o rke rs  a ll ove r the  
w o rld  come to  the aid  o f F in land , th a t  is  some
th in g  else again, and m us t be o f g re a t concern 
to  the  leaders in  the K re m lin .”

B y  the same token, eve ry  w o rk e r  in  the w o rld  
com ing to  the  suppo rt o f the. A n g lo -F re n ch  camp, 
w ou ld  change the c lass-character o f th a t  w a r. 
A nd  th a t, in  fa c t, is  w h a t the  '“ dem ocra tic ,”  “ a n t i
im p e r ia lis t”  w in g  o f A ng lo -F re nch  jin g o is m  is 
t r y in g  to  sell the A m e rica n  w orke rs .

L e t us hope th a t  the Chicago Socia lists, and ev
e ry  w o rk e r in  the S oc ia lis t p a rty , applies to  the  
S oc ia lis t p a r ty ’s line  the p rinc ip les  enunciated in  
th e ir  le tte r. I f  th e y  do, we sha ll g la d ly  jo in  hands 
w ith  them  in  a re v o lu tio n a ry  M a rx is t  s tru g g le  
aga inst S ta lin ism , the on ly  k in d  o f s tru g g le  w h ich  
can destroy S ta lin ism , w in  independence fo r  a 
S oviet F in lan d , and save the S oviet U n ion  fro m  
c a p ita lis t res to ra tion .
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FIGHT W ITH THE SOCIALIST 
WORKERS PARTY FOR:

x. A  jo b  and a decent l iv in g  fo r  every w o rke r.
Open the  Idle fac to ries— operate them  under 
w o rke rs ’ con tro l.

3. A  T w e n ty -B illio n  d o lla r Federa l pub lic  w orks 
and housing program .

4. T h ir ty - th ir ty — $30-weekly m in im um  wage— 30- 
hour w eek ly  m ax im um  fo r  a ll w o rke rs  on a ll jobs.

5. T h ir ty  d o lla r w eek ly  old-age and d is a b ility  
pension.

6. E xp ro p ria te  the  S ix ty  Fam ilies.
1. A l l  w a r funds to  the  unemployed.
8. A  people’s re ferendum  on any and a ll wars.
9. No secret d ip lom acy.

10. A n  independent La bo r P a rty .
11. W orke rs ’ Defense G uards aga inst v ig ila n te  and 

Fasc is t a ttacks .
12. F u ll social, p o lit ic a l and economic eq ua lity  fo r  

the  Negro people.

Twenty Two Y ea rs ...
A couple o f weeks ago we published a news 

item in these columns reporting increased activi
ty o f Czarist bonds on the Paris Bourse. Antic i
pation of a Russian defeat in Finland and the 
overthrow o f the Soviet government was the rea
son stated for this activity.

Last Sunday we got the sequel to this story. A t 
a meeting o f Russian White Guards held in New 
York for assistance to Finland, a direct plea was 
made for the organization of a W hite Russian 
army to fight on the side of Mannerheim against 
the Soviet Union.

The main speaker, Boris Sergievsky, a Czarist 
aviation officer, was cheered to the echo by his 
W hite Guard friends in attendance. What he said 
is o f rpore than passing interest:

“ For twenty-two years we have been waiting 
fo r this moment. Now there is a place where we 
can go back from .”

There in two sentences is the whole story o f 
all the tear-jerking, money-raising committees to 
aid “ poor little Finland”  against “ Russian Im 
perialism,”  from Iloover down to the wretched 
Lovestoneites and Thomasites.

“ Twenty-two years ago”  the Russian Bol
sheviks, leading the armed workers and peasants, 
smashed on one-sixth o f the earth the most bru
tal tyranny o f landlords, capitalists and degen
erate noblemen in the world. For “ twenty-two 
years”  this pack o f vultures has been waiting 
abroad for the opportunity to overthrow the 
Soviet rule.

“ N ow ” — they think— the time has come. F in
land “ is a place where we can go back from.”

M r. Sergievsky is a little  previous. The Rus
sian workers w ill have a few words to say about 
the “ moment”  fo r the restoration o f Czarism or 
its fascist equivalent.

But what about Finland's “ struggle for inde
pendence” ? Yes, \Vhat about it? \$Hio ever heard 
o f a fight for freedom with the bloody Czarist 
banner Hying from the battlements?

G -men: Union Busters
Over a period o f a year we have been analyz

ing in  detail, first the ideological preparations 
and then the actual execution, o f the U. S. De
partment o f Justice’s onslaught against the build
ing trades unions. This week the onslaught is ex
tended beyond the building trades unions, with 
the indictment o f Joseph P. Ryan, president of 
the International Longshoremen’s Association, 
and five other longshoremen’s officials, together 
w ith five officers o f New York locals o f the 
Teamsters.

The number o f indictments secured in this so- 
called “ anti-trust”  campaign against the unions 
has now reached 411— practically all, of course, 
indictments o f unionists, w ith just a few bosses 
added in a few o f the cases to make it look right.

In most of the cases the G-men have dropped 
all pretense of having found what might be con
sidered trust cases— that is, situations where col
lusion is alleged between union officials and busi
nessmen to bar outside firms, to raise prices, sfcP- 
In  most o f the cases, no boss appears in the pic
ture. For example, in the indictment o f the elC1*ll 
mentioned above, and in the indictment o f 22 
building trades union officials in New Orleans dffc 
January 15, the “ crime”  o f the A F L  unions con

sists in defending their jurisdictions against in
vading CIO unions. Thus the anti-trust law has 
become a club wielded by the government in 
jurisdictional fights between unions!

The most alarming fact about this situation is 
not the government’s anti-union moves; they are 
to be expected, as part o f the government’s pre
parations for war. The rcall^alarm ing fact is the 
altitude of the CIO. The prosecutions— so far—  
are directed against A F L  unions, and the CIO' 
leadership has yet to say a word against the in
dictments. A F L  officials have charged that the 
CIO leadership is supporting these prosecutions 
— mainly directed against the building trades un
ions o f the A F L — in hopes o f having the way 
thereby cleared for the invasion of the building 
trades industry by the newly-formed CIO union 
in this field. The C IO  has yet to deny this charge.

The latest cases put the issue squarely up to 
the CIO. In the New Orleans case the indictment 
is based on refusal of the indicted union officials 
to handle building materials brought to jobs by 
trucks driven by CIO  members. In the New York 
case the indictment charges refusal to work to
gether with members of the United Retail and 
Wholesale Employees of America, CIO, in hand
ling lumber at the docks and on trucks. The long
shoremen have held jurisdiction over the em
ployees of lumber dealers involved, but the CIO 
union has organized some firms and obtained 
contracts. -

This puts the issue up to the CIO, regardless 
o f the merits o f the jurisdictional fight, for the 
CIO  is named by the Department o f Justice as 
the “ injured union.”  The bottom will drop out o f 
the case, at least so far as public opinion is con
cerned, i f  the CIO blasts this statement o f the 
Department o f Justice as a fraud and sham and 
demands that the government cease interfering 
in the internal affairs o f the labor movement.

The CIO has a remarkable opportunity, by do
ing this, to deal a heavy blow to the general anti
union campaign o f the Department o f Justice.

But if  the CIO leaders don’t do this, when the 
opportunity so clearly presents itself, then the 
charge that the CIO leaders are conniving with 
the G-men becomes Established. In that case the 
issue should be carried to the floor o f every CIO 
union; ever)' CIO  m ilitant should demand that 
the CIO  solidarize itself w ith the A F L  against 
the boss government. I t  is up to the CIO to 
speak out!

Coughlin Confesses
What happened in the week intervening be

tween the arrest and Coughlin’s Sunday sermon 
to change his mind about taking responsibility 
fo r the Christian Front? The first disavowal 
was, as we said last week, a spontaneous exhibi
tion that “ the yellow streak is the outstanding 
moral characteristic o f the fascists.”  The second 
statement o f responsibility was undoubtedly 
made after consultation with his backers.

The world knew o f Coughlin’s organizing ac
tivities w ith  the Christian Front and of his ex
hortations to them to act “ in the Franco way.”  
The press published extended references to these 
remarks. For Coughlin to deny them under these 
circumstances would be a terrific blow to the fas
cist movement he is building. For him to leave 
his seventeen New York lieutenants in the lurch 
would militate permanently against Coughlin ev
er again holding the reins of the fascist storm 
troops.

Caught red-handed, the radio priest has de
cided to brazen it out. As his statement indicates, 
Coughlin w’ill attempt to convert the case into a 
“ m artyr’s”  tria l o f innocent men upholding “ pro- 
American, pro-Christian, anti-Communist and 
anti-nazi” principles. W ith  J. Edgar Hoover’s 
help, he w ill probably succeed. Since the prosecu
tion w ill avoid the real program of the Christian 
F ro u t: anti-semitism and anti-labor, Coughlin 
w ill be given an excellent opportunity to crawl 
out from under and even score some propagan- 
distic successes.

The F B I cannot and does not want to press 
the real charges o f anti-labor activities against 
the men on trial. The F B I is itself now engaged 
in a gigantic frame-up campaign against organ
ized labor. The conviction o f the Minneapolis 
W P A  strikers, the indictment of Joe Ryan of 
the longshoremen and the prosecution o f hun
dreds of others in the trade unions show's where 
the real fire o f the government is concentrated: 
against the workers.

The trial o f the Christian Fronters is staged 
for exhibition purposes, the aim of which is to 
prove that the government is "equally”  against 
the “ righ t”  and the “ le ft.”  Should the court take 
any action against the Christian Fronters, you 
can rest assured it  w ill not make the slightest im
pression on the fascist gangs. I t  w ill however 
serve as a prelude fo r action*against the radical 
and labor movement. In  thiaildirection Coughlin 
points his crooked finger, howling fo r action. 
The Federal Government w ill not be slow in fo l
lowing his advice.

For protection against the fascist gangs the 
workers can look only to themselves. The boss 
government is the enemy, even as is Coughlin 
and his fascist gangs.

Organize the workers defense guards!

By Paul G. Stevens
Greetings to Illegal 
Organ of French Comrades

L ’E tin ce lle  —  “ The S pa rk ’’ —  organ o f the 
F rench F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a lis ts  is appearing reg
u la r ly ! F rom  the Novem ber and December is 
sues o f the paper, w h ich  have ju s t  reached these 
shores, we ge t a p ic tu re  o f close con tact w ith  
the masses o f w orkers , the po ilus and the French 
colonials as w e ll as o f in tensive a c t iv ity  on the 
p a r t o f ou r va lia n t comrades. L ’E tince lle  appears 
il le g a lly  and is bound up w ith  trem endous sac
rifices. T h a t i t  appears a t a ll is  a tr ib u te  to  the 
heroism  o f the comrades engaged in  the w ork . 
T h a t its  pages are filled  w ith  a w ea lth  o f p e r t i
nent in fo rm a tio n  and w ith  pungent re vo lu tio n a ry  
d irec tives is a token o f the v ita l i ty  o f o u r move
ment.

O ur w arm est fra te rn a l greetings to  L ’E t ln -  
celle, a g re a t pioneer in  the s trugg le  fo r  the So
c ia lis t U n ited  S tates o f Europe, a po w erfu l f ro n t-  
f ig h te r against im p e ria lis t w a r!

News from the Front 
— Uncensored

i F rom  the organ o f ou r F rench comrades we 
cu ll the fo llo w in g  item s w h ich  show w h a t is rea l
ly  go ing on a t the fro n t :

The 31st In fa n try  R egim ent, a fte r  a m arch o f 
120 k ilom e te rs  in  three days, th re w  th e ir  arm s 
in to  the ditches a long the f ig h tin g  zone and re
fused to  continue. N o reprisa ls  were possible.

M e trop o litan  troops fro m  T un is  were su r
rounded by gendarmes on th e ir  a rr iv a l.  They had 
th row n  th e ir  knapsacks a t th e ir  superio r officers.

A t  K a irouan  na tive  troups rebelled and were 
quelled on ly  by m achine-gun fire .

A  reg im en t composed in  the  m a in  o f fo rm e r 
volunteers in  Spain, p a rt o f the fam ous B a t’ d ’A f  
shock troops, refused to  m arch. I t  was subdued, 
disarm ed, dissolved and in te rned a t the M a illy  
C oncentra tion  Camp. The young w orke rs , who 
tw o  and th ree  years ago le f t  eve ry th in g  to  de
fend la bo r’s r ig h ts  in  Spain, had appa ren tly  seen 
th rou gh  the p a tr io t ic  speeches and the useless 
s laughter.

In the Navy— the Same 
Rebellious Spirit

In  M arse illes one o f ou r comrades received a 
m on th  in  prison fo r  dem anding im m edia te fu r 
lough perm its. F ou r thousand sa ilors fo llow ed 
up th is  pu n itive  action  w ith  a dem onstra tion  
aga ins t the m a ritim e  au tho rities . P.S.: F u rlo ug h  
pe rm its  were g ran ted  a t once.

In  C herbourg the issuance o f fu r lo u g h  pe rm its  
is announced. E verybody rushes to ge t a pe rm it. 
Soon w ord  is passed around th a t  those re tu rn 
in g  fro m  fu r lo u g h  are to  be shipped out. A  mass 
re fusa l o f pe rm its  fo llow s.

V olunteers fo r  S y ria  are called fo r  constan tly . 
A t  the same tim e  communiques are issued: “ A l l ’s 
qu ie t in  S y ria ."

* * *
The 126th L in e  R eg im ent is punished fo r  s ing

in g  the “ In te rn a tio n a l”  by being sent to  the 
W a m d t F orest fo r  action. A  la rge  num ber o f 
casualties results.

The 103rd R eg im ent has refused to  m arch. The 
105th has had to  replace it .

Dissolution of the Federation 
Of Technicians by the C.G.T.

The Federa tion  o f Technicians had taken a 
c lear re v o lu tio n a ry  position  r ig h t  fro m  the s ta r t  
o f the w ar. I t  had opposed the S ta lin -H itle r  as 
w e ll as the P aris -London-W arsaw  pacts. Unable 
to  d iscip line the Federation as p a rt o f its  police- 
con tro lled a n ti-S ta lin is t d rive  in  the unions be
cause o f the Techn ic ians’ w e ll-know n  opposition 
to  S ta lin ism , the  C.G.T. (General Federation o f 
La bo r) offic ia ldom  has f in a lly  decided to  expel 
the  Technicians fo r  “ de lay in  paym ent o f its  per 
cap ita .’ ’

Arrests of Workers 
In the Factories

M ilita n ts  are be ing arrested r ig h t  a t th e ir  
place o f w o rk  in  the P aris  d is tr ic t.  In  the “ L o r
ra ine”  fa c to ry  (whose p ro tes t actions were re 
ported in  a previous co lum n) the cops have been 
p ic k in g  m ilita n ts  o ff one by one, ta k in g  them  
aw ay in  th e ir  w o rk  clothes. A t  the M ureaux fa c 
to ry  the whole shop com m ittee  (non-Com m unists 
included) has been sent to  the f ro n t  a f te r  a pe ri
od o f im prisonm ent. A t  the Gnome et. Rhone fa c 
to ry  the m ilita n ts  are sent to  the ba rracks un
der guard— and o ften  d ire c tly  to  the f ro n t— long 
before th e ir  n in e ty  days’ period (o f assigned 
w o rk ) is up.

O ur comrades are c a rry in g  on a v igorous cam 
pa ign against the a rrests  in  the fac tories , aga inst 
the persecution o f the C om m unist P a r ty  m il i 
ta n ts  by the police and the trade un ion fake rs  
and fo r  the m aintenance o f trade  un ion u n ity —  
the r ig h t  o f the loca l unions and shop councils to 
re ta in  th e ir  re g u la r ly  elected officers even i f  
these are S ta lin is ts . The cam paign is bearing  
f r u i t  w ith  a steady in flu x  o f fo rm e r C.P. m il i
tan ts  in to  the ranks o f the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l.

Class Struggle Continues in 
Germany— Despite Hitler Terror

In  the g re a t Siemens autom obile w o rks  near 
B e rlin  the w o rke rs  are dem anding the re tu rn  o f 
the e igh t-h ou r day and increases in wages. I l le 
ga l leafle ts are c irc u la t in g  in  a ll departm ents 
under the head ing: “ W e D on’t  W a n t to  W ork  
fo r  the W a r! Soldiers, Refuse to  Shoot!”

In  several m un itio ns  p lan ts  in  the same area 
the  fo llo w in g  slogan is found inscribed on w a lls : 
“ To F ig h t fo r  H ig h e r W ages Is  to  F ig h t  A ga inst 
W a r !”

Demonstrations by Workers 
And Women in Vienna

A t  a m un itions  p la n t in  the p ro le ta r ia n  quar
te r  o f B r ig it te n a u  in  V ienna, a p ro tes t reso lu tion 
o f the en tire  personnel against the  non-paym ent 
o f ove rtim e was adopted a t a shop m eeting  and 
tra n s m itte d  to  the “ La bo r F ro n t.”  The fo rm e r 
shop com m ittee  men were subsequently a ll a r 
rested.

A t  an "educationa l m ee ting”  o f the N azi p a rty  
in  the O tta k r in g  section, wom en in te rru p te d  the 
speaker, N az i-leader Krebs, w ith  con tinua l com 
p la in ts  about the d iff ic u lty  the y  encounter in 
bu y in g  food staples. Several women were a r 
rested.

A t  the K a rm e lite r  M a rk e t there was a demon
s tra tio n  o f housewives who form ed lines d isp la y 
in g  em pty  baskets and shou ting : “ We tha nk  our 
F ueh re r.”

by Dwight Macdonald

Pocket Money for Brenda
I t  costs a lo t  to keep a debutante in  operation. 

I t  has been revealed, fo r  example, th a t the up
keep and run n ing  expenses on Brenda F ra z ie r 
w i l l  come to  about $52,000 fo r  the com ing year. 
A t  least th a t is  the am ount w h ich  S urroga te  
James A. Fo ley has authorized B renda’s m am a 
to spend “ fo r  the support and m aintenance”  o f 
her nineteen yea r old daughte r ne x t year. (B re n 
da is s t i l l  a m inor, hence her m o the r m ust get 
legal perm ission to  spend any o f her daugh te r’s 
incom e.) The $52,000 w il l  be spent on “ liv in g  ex
penses, en te rta inm en t, and social and cha ritab le  
a c tiv itie s ” . As B renda ’s m am a expla ined to  the 
surrogate , a lthough  B renda is a m in o r in  the eyes 
o f the law , "she is in  fa c t a g row n  wom an m ov
in g  in  the socie ty in  w h ich, because o f her pa r
ents’ and g randparents ' background, she has ta k 
en a de fin ite  p lace” . V e ry  defin ite , in  fa c t  ju s t 
$52,000 a year.

What Is Happening to the 
Soviet Economy?

The question o f w h a t is happening to  Soviet 
p roduction  becomes m ore and m ore im p o rta n t. 
The m il i ta ry  s ignificance is clear. One reason fo r  
the rem a rkab ly  e ffec tive  resistance the F inns 
have p u t up to  the Red A rm y  is the com para
tiv e ly  v igorous and hea lthy s ta te  o f F in la n d ’s 
economy. ( I  am speaking, o f course, in  te rm s o f 
production, n o t social re la tions.) A cco rd ing  to  
the Janua ry  15 issue o f the C leveland T ru s t Com 
pany’s Business B u lle tin , F in la n d ’s record o f in 
d u s tria l p roduc tion  since 1926 is in te rn a tio n a lly  
ou tstand ing . T a k in g  1929 as 100, the index o f 
p roduction  fo r  F in lan d  now stands a t 162, and 
even in the depth o f the depression i t  never w en t 
below 80. (The A m erican  index, on the  o th e r 
hand, sunk below 60 a t the depth o f the depres
sion, and is now on ly  about 90.) The d ifficu ltie s  
S ta lin  has been hav ing  w ith  the th ird  F ive  Year 
Plan, on the o th e r hand, are w e ll known.

B u t the  s ignificance o f the breakdown th a t 
seems to  be m ore and more ev ident in  Soviet p ro 
duction  goes beyond its  effect on the conduct of 
the w a r. The m ore acute becomes the con tra d ic 
tion  between the in te rests  o f the bureaucracy 
and the nationa lized economy and the m ore the 
la t te r  is s trang led  by the bu reaucra tic  c lu tch , 
then  the g re a te r becomes the need fo r  S ta lin  to 
cem ent fa s t his a lliance w ith  N az i Germ any, 
w h ich  has the  in d u s tr ia l m ach inery  and techn i
cians to  prop up a w h ile  longer the co llapsing 
S oviet in d u s tr ia l s truc tu re . The tig h te n in g  o f the 
N az i-S ov ie t a lliance m ay the re fo re  be expected 
to  keep equal pace w ith  the m ou n tin g  d ifficu ltie s  
o f S ovie t production.

Since I  do no t read Russian, I  am c u t o ff fro m  
the ch ie f sources o f In fo rm a tio n  on th is  subject. 
B u t the N . Y . T im es has la te ly  ca rried  a few  
item s o f in te rest.

In  a M oscow rep o rt dated Janua ry  17, i t  was 
sta ted th a t, a lthough  the S tate P lann ing  Com
m ission’s 1939 p roduction  figu res c la im  a ga in  
over 1938 they do no t specify, as has h ith e rto  
been the case, w h a t percentage o f the P lan was 
fu lfille d . T h is  would seem to  ind ica te  th a t the 
P lan was n o t ca rried  out.

There were several s ig n ifica n t accounts o f the 
b lackou t w h ich  has been a ttem pted  in  Moscow. 
I t  seems th a t th is  was unsuccessful because of 
the fa c t th a t 90% o f M oscow’s fam ilies  have no 
w indow  cu rta ins  because o f the “ acute te x tile  
shortage” , and cannot paste up b lack paper be
cause there is also a paper shortage. The on ly 
a lte rn a tive  is to use blue e lec tr ic  l ig h t  bulbs, bu t 
i t  seems there  is also a shortage o f blue e lectric  
l ig h t  bulbs.

A no the r report, dated Dec. 10, s ta tes: "D u r in g  
the b lackout, robberies and th e fts  have in 
creased.”  T h e ft is a social m an ifes ta tio n  w h ich  
can have on ly  one o r ig in : unequal d is tr ib u tio n  
and sca rc ity  o f m a te ria l goods.

In  th is  connection, i t  is  in te re s tin g  to  note 
T ro ts k y ’s s ta tem ent in  a recent issue o f L ib e r ty : 
“ In  the USSR there are tw elve to  fifte e n  m illio n  
priv ileged  ind iv idua ls  w ho concentra te in  th e ir  
hands about one h a lf o f the na tiona l incomes, 
and who ca ll th is  regim e ’Socia lism ’. On the 
o the r hand, there are about 160,000,000 people 
oppressed by the bureaucracy and caugh t in  the 
g r ip  o f pove rty .”  I f  th is  is “ socia lism ,”  as the 
ly in g  S ta lin is t press cla im s, then we have so
c ia lism  over here r ig h t  now — and even a more 
advanced stage o f socialism , since, according to  
the N a tion a l Resources C om m ittee, the richest 
ten th  o f the na tio n ’s fa m ilie s  concentra te in  th e ir  
hands n o t ha lf, b u t “ on ly ”  36% o f the  na tiona l 
income.

F in a lly , the T im es o f Jan. 19 ca rried  a gov
e rnm ent re p o rt on exports  o f gasoline w h ich  
showed th a t exports  to  the USSR jum ped fro m  
48,000 ba rre ls  in  O ctober to  318,500 in  N ovem 
ber and have rem ained a t th a t leve l ever since. 
T h is  increase, i t  is  believed, is go ing no t to  
G erm any v ia  Russia, b u t is being used by  the 
Red A rm y  in  the  F inn ish  invasion. Considering 
th a t o i l is  one th in g  the USSR is especially r ic h  
in, and th a t G erm any hopes to  ge t m uch o f her 
o il supp ly fro m  the USSR, th is  is s ta r t l in g  news 
indeed. A pp a re n tly , Sovie t o il p roduc tion  is in 
such a bad sta te th a t  i t  is  necessary to  increase 
im p o rts  o f A m erican  gasoline s ix  tim es in  o rder 
to  supply the Red A rm y . (T h is  m ay be due to  
a decline in  crude o il p roduction , b u t m ore p rob
ab ly  i t  is due to  the in a b il i ty  o f Russian refineries 
to  produce su ffiic ien t gasoline o f h igh  enough 
q u a lity  fo r  a irp lane  m otors.) Russian crude o il 
exports, w h ich  were 7,000,000 tons in  1932, by. 
1938 had sunk to  1,000,000 tons. N o w onder S ta l
in  looks w ith  increas ing  desperation to  H it le r ’s 
technic ians and m ach inery to  save the K re m lin  
bureaucracy fro m  the economic impasse they are 
now  in .

. N a tion a l po litics , in  its  n a rro w e r aspects, con
tinues to  be dom inated by  "th e  th ird  te rm  issue” . 
Roosevelt, as a lw ays, p lays h is  cards shrew d ly—  
close to  h is chest, as the  gam blers say. B y  his care
fu l silence, broken o n ly  by the s m ilin g  w isecracks, 
he has k e p t in  dom ina tion  o f the whole fie ld, in  bo th  
pa rties. The en tire  s tru g g le  fo r  the  Presidency cen
te rs  around h im ; every eager candidate is measured 
f ir s t  and la s t aga inst h im , no t aga inst his fe llow - 
hopefuls.

The best-in form ed op in ion runs a t present about 
as fo llow s : W ith in  the next m on th  o r tw o  Roosevelt 
w i l l  issue a s ta tem en t on his candidacy. In  th is  he 
w il l  g ive  a Rooseveltian version o f Coolidge’s fam ous 
1928 " I  do no t choose to  ru n ” . M eanw hile , he w i l l  con
tinue  lean ing tow ard  S ecre tary o f S ta te  H u ll, fo llo w 
in g  up the boost he gave in the annual message to  
Congress. H u ll (who, in  sp ite  o f his w h ite  h a ir and 
h is innocent- honest expression is w e ll know n as a 
hardened and s k il lfu l m achine m an) is acceptable to  
the r ig h t  w in g  o f the D em ocra tic  p a rty , and looks 
r ig h t  now lik e  the ideal com prom ise between the New  
Deal and the G arne r fac tions. Garne.r, accord ing to 
th is  perspective, would w ith d ra w  his name, since he 
has entered the race ch ie fly  to  b lock a th ird  term .

F o r V ice President, Roosevelt is supposed to  be 
sup po rting  his new ly  appointed A tto rney-G ene ra l, 
R obe rt H . Jackson, w hom  la s t yea r the Corcoran- 
Cohen g roup  favored fo r  G overnor o f New  Y o rk . 
Jackson, however, w ou ld  be s t if f ly  fo u g h t by G arner 
and, probably, F a rley .

To Run or Not to Run?
I t  should no t be im agined, however, th a t the " I  

do n o t choose”  s ta tem ent (and the rum ors expecting 
i t  are doubtless co rre c t) w i l l  end the th ird  te rm  is 
sue. The po ten tia l candidate w ho does no t choose, 
can a lw ays be "d ra fte d "— fo r, as i t  w ou ld  be ex
plained, the good o f the  P a rty  and the coun try . Even 
i f  Roosevelt had ac tu a lly  reached an irrevocab le  de
cision not to  ru n  again, he w ould h a rd ly  say so w ith  
100% c la r ity , since th is  w ou ld  e lim ina te  h im  no t on ly  
as a candidate b u t as a fa c to r  in  the p a r ty  m achine 
and a t the convention.

B u t the re  is no reason to  believe th a t Roosevelt 
has reached such an irrevocab le  decision. On the con
tra ry , i t  seems fa ir ly  c lear th a t Roosevelt is ready 
to  run  again i f  he- th in k s  he can ge t aw ay w ith  it .

I t  is even c leare r th a t m ost o f the leaders in  the 
na tiona l p a r ty  m achine do n o t w a n t h im  to  run. Some 
o f them, lik e  G arner and Glass, do re a lly  consider 
h im  dangerous p o lit ic a lly . O thers are a fra id  o f the 
popu la r e ffect o f a break fro m  the a n t i- th ird  te rm  
tra d itio n . M any, lik e  F a rley , ge t d is tu rbed by h is 
o ften  e rra tic  and headstrong moves, and w ou ld  lik e  
someone in  office w ho w ould  be m ore docile and “ reg 
u la r” .

Nevertheless, i t  is  an ind ispu tab le  fa c t th a t the 
ove rw he lm ing  m a jo r ity  o f the ra n k  and file  Demo
c ra tic  vote rs are in  fa v o r o f Roosevelt's ru n n in g  
again; and th a t a decisive m a jo r ity  o f the vote rs o f 
a ll pa rties  are s t i l l  pro-Roosevelt. A s  a pub lic  person
a lity , no candidate in  e ith e r p a r ty  comes w ith in  s t r ik 
in g  d istance o f Roosevelt. P a r ty  m achines are very 
pow erfu l, b u t they  ru n  a su ic ida l r is k  when they  go 
headlong aga inst popu la r sentim ent.

The d ra w in g  appeal o f the P res iden tia l candidate 
is, as A tto rney-G ene ra l Jackson took  recent occasion 
to  p o in t out, o f p a r tic u la r  im portance  to  the  Dem 
ocra tic  p a rty . Since the W o rld  W ar, the Republicans 
have a lw ays been able to count on a t least 14,000,000 
votes in  a P res iden tia l e lection; b u t the D em ocra tic  
vote has varied fro m  8,000,000 to  Roosevelt’s 27,000,- 
000 in  1936. These figu res show th a t  the D em ocrats 
m ust be able to  sw ing  the unattached vo te rs  in  order 
to w in , and i t  is hard  to  see th a t a m an so old, and 
so colorless as a pub lic  figu re , as H u ll could be sa fe ly  
counted on to  do the tr ic k .

I t  is o f the g rea test sign ificance to  observe th a t the 
firm e s t suppo rt fo r  a th ird  te rm  (a p a rt fro m  the 
playboys in  the A d m in is tra tio n , w ho don’t  count 
m uch when i t  comes to  votes) is appearing fro m  the 
hardened b ig -c ity  bosses, lik e  H ague in  N ew  Jersey 
and the K e lly -N a sh  gang in  Chicago. Tam m any, in  
New  Y o rk , is  reported ready to  go along. The N ew  
Leader, w h ich  is  also 100% th ird  te rm , has em bar
rass ing a llies!

Will Roosevelt Run Again?
Roosevelt’s N ew  Deal lives now  on ly  as a m em ory. 

In  m ost respects he is to  the r ig h t  even o f the c u r
re n t Congress. He has dropped a ll m en tion  o f the 
“ Lend-Spcnd”  p ro g ra m  th a t he go t so m any head
lines fo r  la s t sum m er. He has proposed such d ra s tic  
reductions in  re lie f th a t Congress w i l l  p robab ly in 
crease them  ove r his budget figures. He is ready, 
w ith o u t resistance, to  le t the N L R B  and the W age- 
H o u r A d m in is tra tio n  be a lte red  fu r th e r  in  fa v o r o f 
the bosses. He is back ing  the G-Men to  the h i l t  in  
th e ir  d rive  aga ins t la bo r r ig h ts .

On the dom estic fro n t,  Roosevelt’s p rog ram  is a 
com plete shambles. A l l  th a t he has le f t  is  the w a r, 
tow a rd  w h ich  he is d r iv in g  w ith  such recklessness 
th a t Congress, fee lin g  som eth ing o f the  pressure o f 
the people, is com pelled now and then to d ra w  h im  
back—ras in  a tte m p ts  to  c u t down a rm am en t expendi
tu res o r to  b lock  an o u tr ig h t w a r loan to  F in land.

B u t i t  is  prec ise ly  his bold a tt itu d e  tow a rd  the  w a r 
th a t recommends Roosevelt to  w iden ing  c irc les in  
W a ll S tree t; and even the m em ory o f the N ew  Deal 
has m ore substance in  the eyes o f the people than  
any p rogram  th a t h is opponents have b ro u g h t fo r th .

Roosevelt is  so s tro n g  because none o f the  o th e r 
representatives o f the bosses have a n y th in g  a t a ll to  
o ffe r— except the  w a r, and Roosevelt has monopolized 
f ir s t  c la im  on the w a r; and because la bo r has fa ile d  
to  s tr ik e  o u t on an independent road. I f  the on ly  
she lte r to  be seen is a p ig -s ty , then i t  w i l l  seem th a t 
we w i l l  have to  rem a in  in  the p ig -s ty , even th a t  we 
w ill t r y  to pre tend to  ourseives th a t the p ig -s ty  is 
a palace.

Since these th in gs  are so, i t  seenis probable th a t 
the D em ocra tic  p a r ty  w i l l  have to  re -nom inate  Roose
ve lt, th a t i t  canno t r is k  los ing  th a t sm ile, those m em 
ories, and th a t ru th less hand on the re ins o f the  w a r 
cha rio t. A n d  i f  he runs, how  can the  N ew  Y o rk  cop, 
Dewey, o r the O hio p la titu d e , T a ft,  o r  the M ich igan  
vacuum , Vandenberg, expect to  beat h im ?


