
Now’s the Time For A  Labor P a rty !
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We propose that the regular 1940 session o f the Congress o f the United States shall enact emergency 
legislation to put into immediate^effect the follow ing:

1. Appropriation o f $10,000,000,000 to provide, at once, jobs on housing and other public works projects 
for all employable workers.

2. Amendment o f the Wages and Hours Act to provide throughout private industry and public works a 
maximum work week o f 30 hours and a minimum weekly pay o f 30 dollars.

3. 30 dollar weekly old age and disability pensions.
4. Appropriation o f $3,000,000,000 to guarantee either maintenance at school or jobs for all youth.
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LEWIS-FDR SPLIT REFLECTS MASS FEELING
Lay Offs 
Stopped 
In  Flint

Militant Action 
Checks Attack 
On WPA Workers

F L IN T , M ich igan, Jan. 24—M il­
ita n t action stopped in  its  tracks  
an a tte m p t to  begin mass layoffs  
by the W P A  A d m in is tra tio n  
when, a fte r  an a ll day dem onstra­
tion  a t the  d is tr ic t  W P A  office, 
the U A W -C IO  W P A  and Unem ­
ployed union succeeded in  g e ttin g  
120 w o rke rs  p u t back to w ork .

A  fine exam ple o f w h a t de te r­
m ined action  can do, the demon­
s tra tio n  began ea rly  in  the m orn ­
ing, a fte r  an en tire  p ro je c t w ith  
the exception of a hand fu l o f men 
had been la id  off. A lth o u g h  403’s 
had a lready been sent ou t by the 
W P A  office, the  s ig h t o f a couple 
o f hundred un ion men, and the 
ro a rin g  s tra in s  o f ' ‘S o lid a r ity ’' 
•vVilSCh echoed-in -the  o ffic e .-w rit-  
dors, changed the o ffic ia ls ’ m ind  
su ffic ie n tly  to cause them  to tea r 
up a ll 403’s and p u t a ll the  men 
back on the jo b  w ith o u t excep­
tion .

M akes the D ifference !
W P A  cuts have been ve ry  slow 

in  com ing to  F lin t,  and are gen­
e ra lly  low er in  M ich iga n  than 
elsewhere, since W P A  adm in is­
tra to rs  know  ve ry  w e ll w h a t dy­
nam ite  lies ready to  b low  up in  
the  ranks  o f the w o rke rs  o f th is  
section.

(C ontinued on Page 2)

M inneapo lis  Teamsters Latest 
V ictim s o f  C ourt D rive

<>-

New Ruling Opens 
Union Books to 
Agents of Finks

M IN N E A P O L IS , Jan. 30 —  
W h ile  the  federa l d is tr ic t a t to r ­
ney and judges pause fo r  breath ' 
in  th e ir  cam paign aga inst the  la ­
bor m ovem ent here —  w ith  33 
conv ic tions and the  rest o f the 
162 ind ic ted  W P A  w o rke rs  s t i l l  
to  be tr ie d  fo r  la s t sum m er's 
W P A  s tr ik e — the  sta te  courts  
a re  ta k in g  up the  b a ttle  aga inst 
labor.

D is tr ic t  Judge C a rro ll la s t 
week ru led that, the books and 
records o f General D rive rs  Union 
Local 544 are to  be open to  the 
inspection o f five finks, th e ir  a t ­
torneys and accountants. Th is 
ru lin g  came a fte r  th ree weeks o f 
tes tim ony by a score o f union 
men, who testified  th a t  the five 
p la in t if fs  were organ izers o r 
m embers o f a boss-in itia ted 
“ Associated Independent U n ions", 
wfilcSUHas bSen'WaYiTng 'aghfftibjt 
the bona fide unions here fo r  
over tw o  years. The p la in tiffs  
presented themselves as ex-m em ­
bers o f Local 544 who had been 
d isc rim ina ted  against.

A  dead g ive -aw ay was the 
p la in t if fs ’ charge th a t the un ion 
o ffic ia ls  had forced the c ity  to 
disburse m ore funds tha n  neces­
sa ry  fo r  re lie f, th rou gh  the ac t­
iv itie s  o f the Federa l W orkers  
Section o f the union.

The In te rn a tio n a l B rotherhood 
(Continued on Page 2)

BUT OF COURSE!
J. E dg a r Hoover was te llin g  

a m ys te ry  s to ry  w r ite r  recently  
about the w idespread e ffo rts  of 
the  Federa l Bureau o f In v e s ti­
ga tion  to  com bat subversive 
ac tiv ite s . A f te r  a long exposi­
tio n  o f the  bureau's efficiency 
in  s p o ttin g  N azi agents, the 
w r ite r  said:

“ A nd now, M r. Hoover, te ll 
me som eth ing abou t you r w o rk  
on B r it is h  and F rench  agents.”

“ Oh,”  said Hoover, “ we’ve 
g o t nobody w o rk in g  on them . 
The S tate D epa rtm en t won’t  
le t us.”

Anti-Lynch 
B ill Passage 
At Stake

Mass Pressure 
Needed Back 
Of Measure

Discontented Workers Are Looking 
Toward Independent Labor Action

Behind the Lines
B y  G EORGE S TE R N

W inston  C h u rch ill, E ng la nd ’s 
No. 1 w a rlo rd , made a speech a t 
M anchester la s t S a tu rday  in  
w h ich  he unexpected ly in troduced 
the no tion th a t the A llie s  m ig h t 
te rm in a te  th e ir  w a it in g  game, 
take the in it ia t iv e  in to  th e ir  own 
hands and leave to  H it le r  the job 
o f w o rry in g  where the next blow 
w il l  fa ll.

“ We do no t w ish  in de fin ite ly  
to  con tinue tnere ly  a w a itin g  
the  blows . . C h u rch ill said. 
“ W e hope the day w i l l  come 
when we sha ll hand th a t job 
over to  H itle r ,  and when he w il l  
bo w ondering  w here he is go­
in g  to  be s tru c k  next.”

Th is was supplem ented fo r  spe­
c ia l consum ption in  th is  cou n try  
by  A ugur, jo u rn a lis tic  m ou th ­
piece o f the B r it is h  F ore ign  O f­
fice, in  a special d ispa tch to  the 
N ew  Y o rk  T im es on Jan. 29. A u ­
g u r's  version is  th a t the masses 
in  E ng land  and, indeed, th ro u g h ­
o u t the E m pire , are beg inn ing to  
ge t im p a tie n t fo r  m ore blood. 
“ T h is  c o u n try ’s demand fo r  reso­
lu te  action  is g ro w in g  a ll the 
time.- Resistance to  G erm an a t­
tacks, however s tou t, ceases to  
sa tis fy . . . . The A llie s  cannot 
achieve v ic to ry  i f  i t  is  irrevocab le 
th a t  th e y  rem a in  on the defens­
ive. . . .”

Since the  beg inn ing  o f the 
w a r every responsible leader on 
the  A llie d  side, in c lud in g  C hurch­
i l l ,  has repeatedly s ta ted  th a t 
the A llie d  v ic to ry  w i l l  consist in  
s it t in g  t ig h t  and com pelling  Ger­
m an subm ission la rg e ly  th rou gh  
the blockade and o th e r fo rm s o f 
economic w a rfa re . T h is  has been 
o n ly  in  p a r t  the rea l basis o f A l ­
lied  s tra tegy .

A c tu a lly  the  tw in  line  o f 
massive fo r t if ic a tio n s  on the 
W estern f ro n t  m akes any o f­
fensive  the re  p ro h ib it iv e ly  
co s tly  to  e ith e r side. A n y  o f­
fensive, i f  one is  to  be under­
taken, m ust o f necessity take  
place across countries  now des­

pe ra te ly  s tr iv in g  to  rem ain 
n e u tra l —  B e lg ium , Ho lland, 
S w itze rland, Scandinavia, and 
on the  o ther side o f the map, 
the Balkans.

So fa r  the A llie s  have been 
con ten t to  w a it  and leave up to  
H it le r  the heavy ris k s  involved 
in  s ta r t in g  an offensive a t any 
one o f these po ints. Then they 
could m arch across these fro n ­
tie rs  as "sa v io rs " and no t as 
“ aggressors."

F o r  in  th e ir  reaction  to  
C h u rc h ill’s open b id  o f a few  
weeks ago to  a ll neu tra ls  to 
come in  on th e  A llie d  side, H o l­
land, B e lg ium , and S w itze rland 
showed p la in ly  th a t  the y  do 
n o t in tend  to  rise  to  tho  b a it 
b u t w i l l  f ig h t anybody who 
tr ie s  to  cross th e ir  borders.

A nd  now C h u rch ill, and his 
echo, A u g u r, speak in  te rm s of 
d ire c t menace to  the neutra ls. 
A ug u r, indeed, says openly. “ The 
m om ent is now foreseeable when 
the B r it is h  and F rench  w il l  open­
ly  become the  aggressors.”  This, 
c learly , is  n o t in tended on ly  fo r  
ears in  B e rlin , b u t in  Brussels, 
Berne, and the Hague, and in  
Scandinavia  as w e ll.

C h u rch ill m a y  s im p ly  be t r y ­
in g  to  egg H it le r  in to  s ta rt in g  
the offensive over w h ich  the 
N azis hesita te  lik e  the  m an who 
hovered on the ho te l ledge sev­
enteen s to ries  above the ground.

B u t C h u rch ill is  a t  the same 
tim e  ho ld ing  up a heav ily  m a il­
ed fis t under the noses o f the 
neutra ls . B r ita in ’s economic 
w a rfa re  is  waged no t on ly  
aga inst G erm any b u t o f neces­
s ity  deals heavy blows to  the 
sm a lle r n e u tra l states.

H e is say ing  to  them  in  effect 
th a t i f  th e y  do n o t y ie ld  to  B r i t ­
ish pressure and openly jo in  the 
A llie s , the y  m ay be forced to  
w he the r th e y  lik e  i t  o r  not. F o r 
the A llie s  w i l l  “ openly become 
the aggressors.”

WPA UNION 
WORKERS OPEN 
NEW DRIVE

Campaign Launched 
At Spirited Mass 
Meeting in Mpls.

M IN N E A P O L IS , Jan. 22—  
The Federa l W orke rs  Section of 
Loca l 544 held a sp ir ite d  mass 
m ee ting  la s t F r id a y , m a rk in g  
the  beg inn ing o f a  new organ iza  
tio n a l d rive , com ing on the  heels 
and in  sp ite  o f the  cam paign by 
the  federa l and c ity  governm ents 
to  smash th is  m il ita n t  unem ploy­
ed o rgan iza tion . The attendance 
a t the  m eeting  was s ig n ifica n t 
and hearten ing, in  v iew  o f the 
governm ent drive , th rou gh  its  
W P A  prosecutions, to  te rro rize  
a ll re lie f w orkers.

C arlos Hudson, a c tin g  ed ito r o f 
the N o rth w e s t O rgan izer, was 
the m ain  speaker, ana lyz ing  
Roosevelt’s la te s t budget, and 
ca llin g  fo r  the ap p ro p ria tion  by 
Congress o f a $10,000,000,000 
pub lic  w o rks  fun d  and a $3,000,- 
000,000 fund fo r  the unemployed 
you th.

O thers who spoke were M ax 
Geldman and .Oscar Shoenfeld, 
both convicted on conspiracy in  
the recent th ird  W P A  tr ia l.  
Shoenfeld spoke on the s itu a tio n  
am ong the you th , p o in tin g  ou t 
th a t the so called “ w a r boom”  
had no t ass im ila ted any you th  
in to  in d u s try  and th a t Roose­
v e lt ’s proposed $72,000,000 cu t in  
N Y  A  and CCC leaves the you th  
in  a worse position  than a t any 
tim e  in  the la s t decade.

K a r l Kuehn, reco rd ing secre­
ta ry  o f the FW S, ind ic ted  b u t 
n o t y e t tr ie d  on a conspiracy 

(Continued on Page 2)

On F ebrua ry  6th the A n t i-  
Lyn ch ing  B ill goes again to  the 
Senate.

A ga in  and again th is  b ill,  or 
one w ith  sub s ta n tia lly  the  same 
provisions, has passed the House 
on ly  to  be blocked in  the  Senate 
by a Southern filibus te r. Each 
tim e  the re  is a ta c it  agreem ent 
by the la rge  m a jo r ity  o f our Sen­
a to rs  th a t the  b ill sha ll no t be 
passed. The Southern con tingen t 
acts the d ire c t role, ca llin g  on 
th e ir  Confreres no t to  “ sacrifice 
the  v ir tu e  o f Southern wom an­
hood and m ongre lize the. race”  
(R epresentative Cox o f Georgia 
in  the  recent debate). A nd others 
speak g ra n d ly  o f the necessity o f 
m a in ta in in g  “ dem ocracy”  in  the 
U n ited  S tates and refuse, to  app ly 
the c lo tu re  ru le  to  p u t a  tim e  l lm  
i t  to  debate. “ D em ocracy”  in  
these U n ited  S tates consists, not 
in checking mob savagery w ith  
even a gross ly  inadequate law , 
b u t in  a llow in g  the  representa­
tives  o f Southern Bourbons to  
shout lies u n t il th e ir  lungs give 
out.

L e t us an tic ip a te  some o f these 
lies and answer them . The m ost 
p lausib le is th a t the South is  
its e lf  do ing aw ay w ith  lyn ch in g  
and, i f  le f t  alone, w i l l  e n tire ly  
e lim ina te  i t  in  a few  years more. 
Those who say th is  po in t, fo r  ex­
ample, to  the l is t  o f lynchings, 
w h ich  shows a steady decline in  
recent years to  a new lo w  o f 
three in  1939. Three men o r w o­
men to rtu re d  by  a mob and then 
m urdered are n o t as u n im p o rt­
a n t as ou r Southerner w ou ld  have 
us believe, but, yes, i t  is  an im ­
provem ent over previous years, 
when f i f t y  o r a hundred lyn ch ­
ings were recorded annua lly . O r 
is i t?

W hen L yn ch in g  Dropped
The sharp drop in  the l is t  o f 

the N A A C P , o r o f the Tuskegee 
In s titu te , o r  o f any o th e r l is t  o f 
lynch ings  has been since the year 
1922. In  th a t yea r fo r  the f irs t  
tim e  an a n ti- ly n c h in g  b ill was 
in troduced in to  Congress. The so- 
called D ye r B il l  passed the House 
a fte r  a re la tiv e ly  sho rt debate 
and was blocked by a Senate f i l ­
ibuster. B u t i t  was a su ffic ien t 
th re a t to  the r ig h t  to  indu lge in  
mob sa d is try  to check these de­
fenders o f c iv liz a tio n  to  some ex­
tent.

O n ly  la s t week, fo r  example, 
tw o  Negroes were .convicted in  

(Continued on Page 2)

UMW Convention 
Denounces FDR for 
Slashing Relief

Speeches fro m  p la tfo rm  and 
floo r a t the U n ited  M ine W o rk ­
e rs  convention have served to 
focus na tiona l a tte n tio n  on the 
problem  w h ich  Roosevelt and 
Congress are t r y in g  to  relegate 
■to the background— the unem ­
p loym ent problem , characterized 
by  reso lu tion o f the convention 
as t)m na tion ’s “ No. 1 economic 
problem .”

John L. Lew is to ld  the s to ry  
how a com m ittee  o f m iners spent 
tw o  and a h a lf hours w ith  Sec­
re ta ry  P e rk ins  on ly  to  be to ld  
th a t th e ir  fea rs o f the conse­
quences o f unem ploym ent were 
“ exaggerated.”  “ W oozy in  the 
head" was Lew is ’ p ith y  charac­
te r iza tio n  o f the lady.

Ten B illio n s

■

steel w h ich  are th ro w in g  90,000 
m en ou t o f w o rk , said he p re ­
fe rre d  to  see the  governm ent 
spent ten b illio n  do lla rs  i f  need 
be “ to  p u t the id le  to  w o rk  ra th e r 
tha n  to  spend one d o lla r fo r  
A m erican-m ade bu lle ts  to  be 
used to  k i l l  someone.”

However, the on ly  proposal fo r  
ac tion  on unem ploym ent so fa r  
proposed b y  the U M W  leaders 
has been a demand th a t  Roose­
v e lt in it ia te  a conference o f bus­
iness, labo r and the governm ent 
on the question. W h a t th is  
“ round-the-tab le ”  ta lk  could do 
is no t ve ry  clear.

The convention is con tinu ing  
the h a lf cen tu ry  old f ig h t o f the 
m iners fo r  the in tro d u c tio n  o f 
sa fe ty  devices in  the m ines and 
the passage o f sa fe ty  law s to p ro ­
tec t the li fe  and lim b  o f those 
engaged in "the  m ost hazardous 
occupation.”  Thousands o f men 
have been k ille d  in  the la s t h a lf 
cen tu ry  o f coal m in in g  because 
the m ine owners did no t w a n t to 
spend money on sa fe ty  devices 
and because the federa l govern­
m en t was to ta lly  in d iffe re n t to  
the w e lfa re  and the lives o f the 
coal m iners.

Negro Te lls  of T ragedy
W ilfre d  D ickinson, a young 

Negro delegate fro m  B a rtle y , 
W est V irg in ia , b ro ug h t the con­
ven tion  to  its  fee t by  his m oving 
descrip tion  o f the m ine d isaster 
w h ich  occurred la s t m on th  in  his 
home tow n re s u lt in g  in  the death 
o f 92 m iners. He to ld  the  h a rro w ­
in g  experience o f the  “ w ives 
w a it in g  fo r  th e ir  husbands, the 
m others w a it in g  fo r  th e ir  sons."

Lew is too k  the floo r under th is  
(Continued on Page 3)

No More Deals W ith  
Boss Politicians!

A N  E D IT O R IA L

John L. Lewis lias painted a vivid picture o f the way in 
which Roosevelt has spat upon the working class. To get the 
workers' support and their votes, Roosevelt promised much, 
and gave as little in return as he could get away with. And he 
got away with not giving practically everything that he prom­
ised.

Otherwise Break 
Will Help Only 
Boss Politicians

Then how can Lewis seriously propose to the workers 
that they should repeat the same merry-go-round with another 
Democrat? By what logic can Lewis argue that, i f  the labor 
movement repeats “ an accord between the Democratic party 
and organized labor,”  the same thing won’t  happen again ?

Did it happen because Roosevelt was a “ bad”  man? Did
l^ “ tdent_Phil Murray, RoQseYgJt change his m ind? N ot at j l l !  The labor movement 

sflrter describing new processes in . V . , . „  “-T1 Tf rs 'got nothing out o f its accord w ith the Democratic party
under Roosevelt because, as August Bebel said more than fifty  
years ago, there is a law that in every coalition between a cap­
italist party and the labor movement, the workers get the 
dirty end o f the stick. Roosevelt was no better or worse than 
any other presidential candidate o f any capitalist party; it 
was part o f his job fo r those he represents— the big bosses—  
to take the workers into camp. He did it— with the help o f 
John L. Lewis.

Lewis doesn’t try  to analyze why what happened did hap­
pen. As an accessory to the deed o f tying organized labor to 
Roosevelt, he isn’t in the best position in the world to explain 
what happened.

The rest o f us, however, have no reason to hide from our­
selves what happened. Labor got taken fo r a ride by Roose­
velt. The next Democrat (o r Republican), i f  he wanted the 
labor vote bad enough, would give Lewis all the “ guarantees 
of good faith and fulfillment o f party promises”  that Lewis 
is asking for— and then take the workers fo r the same kind 
of a ride that we got from Roosevelt.

The American labor movement has come o f age! There 
isn't one argument for remaining a poor relation in a boss 
party.

The workers, together w ith the white collar workers, the 
agricultural laborers and working fanners, and their families, 
constitute the ovewhelming m ajority o f the country. They 
AR E this country. I f  the CIO, representing the most impor­
tant section of the industrial working class, would step out 
and take the lead, the others would follow.

For an Independent Labor Party!

Sell Twice as Many Appeals!
The d rive  to  m ake E V E R Y  S U N D A Y  A  R E D  S U N D A Y  has 

been launtffied fro m  coast to  coast— w ith  the  sale o f T W IC E  
A S  M A N Y  A P P E A L S  the  goal in  every branch. L ite ra tu re  
agents are seeing to  i t  th a t poster a rt is ts  prepare room -leng th  
s tream ers c a rry in g  the  cam paign slogans: “ E v e ry  Sunday a 
Red Sunday” — “ W e W ill Sell T w ice  as M any A ppea ls !”  These 
stream ers, stre tched across the  f ro n t  w a ll o f the  branch head­
quarters, b r in g  the cam paign home to  p a r ty  m em bers as no th ing  
else can. Has y o u r branch p u t them  up ye t?  W e w i l l  send both 
o f them  to  you and b i l l  you, a t nom ina l cost, i f  y o u r branch 
lacks an a r t is t .  (L ite ra tu re  agents, here is  yo u r chance to  p u t 
the  problem  o f sales square ly  before the  branch, a ll d u rin g  the 
m eeting, every m ee ting ! Get those s tream ers u p !)

In  th e  f ir s t  week o f the  cam paign, a  ce rta in  e ffect has a l­
ready been noted. Requests fo r  decreases in  bundle orders have 
stopped a b ru p tly . L e t every request hence fo rth  be a request 
fo r  an increase!

Tbe weak l in k  in  bundle sales o f the  A P P E A L S  has been 
lack  o f in fo rm a tio n  about W H A T  H A P P E N S  TO T H E S E  
P A P E R S  O NCE T H E Y  R E A C H  T H E  B R A N C H . W e’re  go ing

to  t r y  to  change th a t. W hen branch b ills  go ou t th is  week, a 
sm a ll fo rm  w ith  spaces fo r  a ll essentia l figu res w i l l  go w ith  
them, as i t  w i l l  w ith  every s ing le  issue fro m  now on. A  re m it­
tance is requested w ith  each report, and we w i l l  expect a 
M E E K L Y  re p o rt and a  W E E K L Y  rem ittan ce  fro m  every branch 
in  the  coun try . I t  should be im m e d ia te ly  apparent to  every p a rty  
m em ber th a t the  A P P E A L  w eek-to-w eek incom e w il l  ju m p  
S H A R P L Y  w ith  th is  practice— w h ich  w i l l  g ive us f in g e r- t ip  con­
t ro l over the  w eakest p a r t  o f ou r sales system .

E ve ry  branch received th is  week a red-s igna l le tte r  on back 
b ills . The A P P E A L  needs m oney— lo ts  o f I t— im m ed ia te ly . W hat 
is y o u r branch do ing abou t i t?  The financ ia l ja m  doesn’t  become 
cleared s im p ly  because you ’ve become aw are o f it .  I t  w i l l  be 
cleared up  on ly  when you DO som eth ing abou t i t !

— T H E  M A N A G E M E N T  
P.S.— A  note to  no n -p a rty  readers o f ou r press: Y o u r sub­

sc rip tion  o r co n trib u tio n , sen t now, w i l l  benefit n o t o n ly  you, 
b u t the  A P P E A L  as w e ll. Y ou  a re  sym pa the tic  to  our c a u s e -  
w hy n o t a id  the  m em bers o f ou r p a r ty  in  p u llin g  th e  A P P E A L  
o u t o f its  f ina nc ia l d ifficu ltie s?  E ve ry  do lla r, w e assure you, 
cou n ts !

'First Lady' Barges 
Through Picket Line 
Against Jim Crow

W A S H IN G T O N , D . C., Jan. 
23— P icke ts  a t a J im  Crow 
th e a te r here la s t n ig h t fa ile d  
to  persuade M rs. F ra n k lin  D. 
Roosevelt, fo u r  C abinet m em ­
bers and th ree  Suprem e C ourt 
jus tices fro m  passing the  p ic k ­
e t line.

N egro  and w h ite  p icke ts  
were p ro te s tin g  aga ins t the 
b a rr in g  o f  Negroes fro m  W ash­
in g to n ’s theaters. The occasion 
was especially appropria te , fo r  
i t  was the  prem iere o f “ Abe 
L inco ln  in  I ll in o is .”  "N e g ro  c i­
tizens m ay n o t see the  p ic tu re  
o f the G rea t E m an c ip a to r,”  
read one o f the p ic k e t signs. 
“ I  th in k  i t ’s a  shffiue th a t  such 
a fine p ic tu re  should be p icke t­
ed,”  M rs. Roosevelt to ld  re ­
porte rs.

B y  E. R. F R A N K
John I.. Lewis dramatically 

broke with Roosevelt and his 
administration at the “ Cross 
Roads o f Destiny”  Golden Ju­
bilee convention of the United 
Mine Workers o f America, 
meeting this week at Colum­
bus, Ohio. In scathing terms 
he denounced the New Deal 
and its recent attacks on the la­
bor movement.

Reading a prepared state­
ment at Wednesday’s session 
o f the convention, Lewis stat­
ed : “ As the current year opens 
the Democratic Party is in de­
fault to the American people. 
A fte r seven years o f power,
I t  finds its e lf  w ith o u t so lu tion  
fo r  the  m a jo r questions o f un­
em ploym ent, lo w  n a tion a l in ­
come, m ou n tin g  in te rn a l debt, 
increas ing d ire c t and consum er 
ta x a tio n  and re s tr ic te d  fo re ign  
m arke ts . There  s t i l l  ex is ts  the 
same na tion a l unhappiness th a t 
I t  faced seven years ago.

” . . .  I  am  convinced th a t, w ith  
conditions now  co n fro n tin g  the 
na tion  and the d issa tis fac tion  
now pe rm ea ting  the m inds o f the  
people, h is  (Roosevelt’s) candi­
dacy w ou ld  res'u lt in  ignom in ious 
defeat.”

Lew is accused Roosevelt o f 
b re a k in g  “ fa ith ”  w ith  organized 
la bo r and com pla ined th a t  “ in  
the  la s t th ree years la bo r has 
n o t been g iven  rep resen ta tion  in  
the  cabinet, nor in  the  adm in is ­
t ra t iv e  o r p o licy -m a k in g  agencies 
o f governm ent.”

' “ In  the Congress,”  Lew is 
po in ted ou t, “ the un restra ined  
b a it in g  and de fam ing o f la bo r 
b y  the D em ocra tic  m a jo r ity  has 
become a pastim e, never sub ject 
to  rebuke b y  the t i tu la r  o r  ac­
tu a l leaders o f the p a r ty .”

W here is B read?
S peaking the fo llo w in g  day to  

newspaperm en a t the  N e il House, 
Lew is rem arked : “ I  see by the 
papers th a t W illia m  Green hauled 
a cake over to  the  P resident on 
a tru c k . W h ile  the people are c ry ­
in g  fo r  bread, M r. Green hauls 
a cake ove r to  the  President. I f  
the  P resident eats the cake th a t 
M r. Green provides h im , the 
com m on people fee l e n title d  a t 
least to  have bread.

“ Those dem ocrats w ho are 
good h is to ria ns  m ig h t see an h is­
to r ic a l a llus ion  and say “ L e t 
them  ea t cake.”  R a th e r than  
spending m y  tim e  toa d y in g  to  
the  P resident w ith  cake, I ’m  go­
in g  to  spend m y  tim e  and e f­
fo r ts  t r y in g  to  g e t bread fo r  the 
people w ho a re  c ry in g  fo r  i t . ”  

Lew is  Reflects Masses
On m ore th a n  one occasion, 

John L . Lew is  has revealed h is 
s e n s it iv ity  to  the  fee lings and 
needs o f A m e rica n  labor. Lew is  
knows th a t  the  existence o f a 
perm anent economic depression 
w ith  ten to  tw e lve  m illio n  w o rk ­
ers doomed to  unem p loym ent 
and in secu rity , and the Roosevelt 
p o licy  o f s tee ring  A m e ric a  head­
lo ng  in to  the  E uropean blood­
bath, is  s to r in g  up trem endous 
d issa tis fac tion , b itte rness  and 
hatred, th a t  is bound, before long, 
to  explode in  the face o f the  N ew  
Dealers.

The C IO  is based on the  mass 
p roduc tion  industries , steel, coal, 

( t  on tinu ed  on Page 3)
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Con-Edison Moves to Split IB E  W Locals
<*>■

"INDEPENDENT" 
UNION IS A 
COMPANY TOOL

IBEW Militants Will 
Build Union Anew On 
Progressive Basis

Tw o class “ B ”  locals, 829 and 
830 o f the  In te rn a tio n a l B ro th e r­
hood o f E le c tr ic a l W orkers  
(A F L ) ,  representng the  B ronx  
and M an ha ttan  e lec trica l d iv i­
sions and the  gas d iv is ion  o f the 
Consolidated Edison Company, 
announced on Jan. 25 th e ir  w ith ­
d ra w a l fro m  th e  IB E W  and th e ir  
decision to  set up a new “ inde­
pendent”  union, the  B rotherhood 
o f Consolidated Edison E m ploy

Crucible Steel 
Signs A  Pact

But What It Says, Union Members Don't 
Know —  Resent SWOC's Dictatorship

MPLS. DRIVERS 
VICTIMS OF 
COURT RULING

Transport Union Brief 
Poses Security Demand

Hasty Demolitions Imperilling Jobs 
Of 3,000 Men in New York 
Pressure Needed to Force

(Continued from  Page 1) 
o f Team sters and the M inneapo l­
is C en tra l La bo r U n ion  are back­
in g  the loca l un ion ’s f ig h t against 
p e rm itt in g  enemies o f labo r to  
have access to  its  records. U n ­
der an old  s ta te  law , members

The recent “ accord”  reacljgd between the Steel W orke rs  O rgan­
iz in g  C om m ittee  and the C rucib le  Steel Co., as announced in the 
December issue o f “ Steel Labor,”  w h ich  abrogated s tr ik e  voles
taken  in  nine p lan ts  o f the Company, is no longer a m ys te ry  to  j m ay. co u rt d iscretion, exam- 
the ra n k  and file  o f the C rucib le  w orke rs . ine the records o f the association ,

o f un incorpora ted associations I razed. 
| in  o rder to prepare a case. T h is  |

B U L L E T IN
Several hundred m em bers o f 

the T ransp o rt W orke rs  U n ion  
p icketed C ity  H a ll la s t S a tu rday 
afternoon, p ro te s tin g  the dem oli­
t io n  p rogram  o f the  L a  G uard ia  
a d m in is tra tio n  and demanded 
th a t jobs be prov ided fo r  the 
three thousand employees o f the 
Second and N in th  Avenue e leva t­
ed lines, before these lines are

C lin ton  S. Golden, d ire c to r fo r,, 
the no rth -easte rn  reg ion o f the ’ 
SWOC, in fo rm ed  the m em ber­
ship o f lodge 1289 (H a rrison , 
N .J .) th ro u g h  a c irc u la r le tte r  
Janua ry  25, th a t  a new con tra c t 
has been signed to  rem ain in  e f­
fe c t fo r  a period o f one year. 
(P rov is ion  is made, however, fo r  
opening up the c o n tra c t fo r  re ­
v is ion  o f wage ra tes a t any tim e

ees. F ive  o the r class “ B ”  loca ls j r  t  upon ten days’
a re  scheduled to  vote on th is !  • ... _ _*L. ___
same proposition  w ith in  the com ­
in g  tw o  weeks.

These seven locals com prise the 
N ew  Y o rk  IB E W  U t i l i t y  Coun-

Clr S t0  f  rt? rC" en t lodge officers, com m itteem en and 
the  35,000 employees o f the Con- _  n t a l t a  hPPn sna_

w r it te n  notice.) A no the r h ig h ­
lig h t  o f th is  le tte r  was the an­
nouncem ent th a t " th e  ch a rte r o f 
lodge 1289 has been suspended 
u n t il fu r th e r  notice; th a t a ll

solidated Edison Company.
C la im  J u risd ic tio n a l Raid 

The leaders o f the  secession 
m ovem ent, P a tr ic k  J. M cG rath , 
fo rm e r business m anager o f L o ­
cal B-829 and Joseph F isher, fo r ­
m e r business m anager o f B-830 
and P resident o f the U t i l i t y  
Council, c la im  th a t they are w ith ­
d ra w in g  fro m  the IB E W  because 
the In te rn a tio n a l office recen tly  
awarded ju r is d ic tio n  over con­
s tru c tio n  w o rk  o f the W aterside

stew ards have likew ise  been sus 
pended.”
Term s o f C o n tra c t U nknow n 

The la n k  and file  o f the C ru ­
cible lodges have w a ited  tw o  
years fo r  a new con tract. La s t 
Ju ly , the leadership in the Jersey 
C ity  and H a rrison  p lan ts  took 
the in it ia t iv e  and in s titu te d  a 
d rive  fo r  a new con trac t. As a 
resu lt o f th is  ac tion  the SWOC 
was forced to  in s titu te  proceed­
ings fo r  ba rg a in in g  w ith  the

G enerating p la n t and o ther d is- Company.
puted pro jec ts  to  Local 3, the A f te r  five m onths o f in te r ru p t 
New Y o rk  e lectric ians local.

“ I t  is no t m y  in te n tio n ,”  W m . 
M cG ra th  stated, “ to  be iden tified  
w ith  any o rg an iza tio n  whose con­
s t itu t io n  has as its  purpose the

ed nego tia tions broken o ff fro m  
tim e  to  tim e  by the C o m p a n y -  
Golden announced the s ig n in g  o f 
a new agreem ent— the te rm s o f 
w h ich  are shrouded in deepest

and buried in  the files 
of the SWOC.

Local Leaders Removed 
The Janua ry  2 issue o f the 

Voice o f 1289”  in fo rm ed the

ta k in g  aw ay o f w o rk  fro m  mem- secrecy, 
bers o f th is  com pany. I  say, 
leave th is  c o n s titu tio n  and iden­
t i f y  ourselves w ith  the com pany."

Branded Com pany Move 
H a rry  Van A rsdale, Business

M anager o f Local 3, IB E W , m ate ]ab0r  un ion— dues books, 
branded the "secession as an b , cha rte rs. c o n s t itu t io n -  
ou t and o u t com pany un ion move. |fe th in g  bu t the suppo rt and 
He sta ted . B lu n tly , th is  is an ef- im /a itv  r»f th P mpmhersVnn i t  
f o r t  to  de live r m any thousands of
w o rke rs  in to  the hands o f one o f 
the m ost p o w e rfu l m onopolies in  
the w o rld — the Consolidated E d i­
son Com pany.”

E v e ry  un ion m an a t the Con­
solida ted Edison Com pany knows 
fu l l  w e ll th a t the fo rm a tio n  o f 
the new “ independent”  un ion is 
no th in g  b u t the re v iva l o f the old 
com pany union representation 
system . The cam paign to  destroy 
un ion ism  on the prope rties  o f 
the Consolidated Edison Compa-

the lo y a lty  o f the m em bership i t  
was supposed to represent■ In  the 
tw o  and a h a lf years o f the IB ­
E W  existence a t the Consolidated

A  le tte r  addressed to  the M ay- 
m em bership th a t  Golden had am ounts to  le tt in g  the  finks  go o r by A u s tin  Hogan, P resident o f 
made verbal charges aga inst the on a  fis h in g  exped ition am id  the ]_ocai 100 o f the T W U  demanded 
en tire  executive board and shop j records, to  tu rn  up m a te ria l th a t “ em p loym ent be prov ided fo r  
stewards o f lodge No. 1289 and ] w h ich, though in  no w a y  o f use every m an now em ployed on 
had demanded th e ir  im m e d ia te ' in  the  courts, w i l l  nevertheless these lines 
res ignation . These charges were | be ve ry  useful to  the bosses, 
reported to the m em bership a t | once before, in the sum m er o f
a special m eeting held on Sun­
day, Dec. 31. A  m otion  “ p lac ing  
fu l l  confidence in  the present 
leadership, and dem anding th a t 
they rem a in  in  office u n t il the 
e xp ira tion  o f th e ir  te rm ”  was 
passed unan im ously by more 
than 500 w o rke rs  present a t the 
m eeting.

The charges, as fu l ly  s tated in  
the Golden le tte r  o f Jan. 25 are :

1. The present leadership had 
" th w a rte d  the a ttem p ts  o f the 
N a tion a l Office to  bu ild  lodge No.
1289.

2. The officers had "fa ile d  to  
file  the required financia l reports  
w ith  the In te rn a tio n a l S ecre tary 
T reasurer, and had spent funds 
fo r  unauthorized purposes.”  (A
legal te c h n ic a lity ). | (Continued from  Page 1)

A n  im m edia te  re p ly  to  the I charge, reported on the banquet | proved. 
Golden le tte r  was d is tr ib u te d  on | g iven to  the W 'PA defendants by

the  la bo r m ovem ent. K uehn re ­
ported th a t over 75 unions were 
represented a t the banquet and

1938, a judge gave s im ila r  per­
m ission to  the finks. B u t the o u t­
c ry  fro m  the la bo r m ovem ent 
was so strong, th a t the  sta te 
supreme cou rt stayed action. L a ­
bor is no t ta k in g  i t  th is  tim e 
ly in g  down e ither.

WPA UNION 
WORKERS OPEN 
NEW DRIVE

A tto rn e ys  fo r  the T ransport 
W orke rs  U n ion s u b m itte d  a b r ie f 
to  the T ra n s it Com m ission on 
Janua ry  8, re fu t in g  the  a rg u ­
m ents set fo r th  by the New  Y o rk  
C ity  a d m in is tra tio n  in  its  a p p li­
ca tion  to  dem olish the Second 
and N in th  Avenue elevated lines.

The T ra n sp o rt W orke rs  U n ion 
b r ie f proves th a t the hasty  dem­
o lit io n  p ro g ra m  is m otiva ted  
sole ly by the needs o f the adm in­
is tra t io n  to  pay ou t la rge  sums 
o i money to  the bankers in  con­
fo rm ity  w ith  the in fam ous "u n i­
fica tio n ”  deal p u t over la s t year 
by the LaG uard ia  ad m in is tra tion . 
I t  is  estim ated th a t eleven m il­
lion  do lla rs  w i l l  be ra ised in  in ­
creased p ro p e rty  assessments on 
the ad jo in ing  prope rties  when 
the dem olition  p ro g ra m  is ap-

M onday, Jan. 29, a t the p lan t 
gates by the fo rm e r officers, u rg ­
in g  every m em ber o f the lodge 
to  "ho ld  f irm  and s t ic k  toge the r 1 m any cen tra l and jo in t  labor
th a t we m ay be in  a position  in  
the fu tu re  to  present a solid 
f ro n t  aga inst the  a tta cks  o f the 
Com pany” . “ O ur on ly  considera­
tio n  is the preserva tion  o f the 
un ion.”  The fo rm e r officers f u r ­
the r sta ted th a t the  per cap ita  
w h ich  under o rd in a ry  c ircu m ­
stances w ou ld  have been sent to 
the N a tio n a l Office was spent in  
f ig h tin g  the s tagger system  in  
tw o  key departm ents, and th a t 
a ll funds spent had been a u th o r­
ized by the m em bership. A u th o r­
iza tion  fo r  funds spent on nego­
tia tio n s  d u rin g  the f ig h t fo r  a

Edison Company, no m ore tha n  new c o n tra c t were authorized ^be-r  unjon 
a few  hundred members have a t-  > by  the m em bership and 
tended union m eetings in  an o r- | fo rm e r SWOC d ire c to r A lla n  S. 
gan iza tion  supposed to represent 
w e ll over 35,000 men. M ost o f the
un ion officers were the same o f­
ficers as o f the “ dissolved" com- | stand 
pany union.

C IO  Contests C ontract

Haywood.
The fo rm e r officers concluded , . . . , . . .. .. . . . . .  . . .. door p ro jects  be closed and th a tth e ir  s ta tem ent by asserting  We , , . .  . .  .

bodies fro m  a ll over the sta te  
had representatives present.'

D u r in g  the course o f the m eet­
ing, m any w o rke rs  took the floor 
and to ld  how the W P A  adm in is­
tra tio n , be liev ing th a t the W P A  
tr ia ls  m eant th a t the FW S  was 
licked, was bearing  down on the 
w o rke rs  on the pro jects. W ith  
the w eathe r 20 below zero las t 
week, the a d m in is tra tio n  a t­
tem pted to  fo rce  the men to  con­
tinue  w o rk in g  on the outdoor p ro ­
jects. M uch to the admiffisefft.-' 
t io n ’s surprise, m em bers o f the 
FW S  im m e d ia te ly  contacted 

offic ia ls  and ve ry  
s h o rtly  a f te r  th a t, the W P A  dis­
t r ic t  d ire c to r was forced to is ­
sue an o rder d ire c tin g  th a t ou t

The T ransp o rt W orke rs  U n ion

repeated its  demands fo r  com ­
plete p ro te c tion  o f the m ore than 
three thousand m embers who 
stand in  danger o f los ing  th e ir 
jobs, i f  the present dem olition  
p ro g ra m  goes th rough .

In  sp ite  o f the repeated p rom ­
ises o f the phony “ fr ie n d  o f la ­
bor,”  M ayo r LaG uard ia , about 
p ro v id in g  jobs fo r  a ll o f the men 
who are th ro w n  ou t o f em ploy­
m ent, the LaG uard ia  a d m in is tra ­
tion  is rush ing  to  ja m  th rough  
the  dem o lition  p ro g ra m  in  order 
to  hasten its  "u n if ic a tio n ”  deal 
w ith  the bankers.

The T ransp o rt W orke rs  U n ion  
should by a ll means continue to 
f ig h t th is  ro tte n  dem olition  
scheme th rough  the  cou rts  and 
th rou gh  every conceivable legal 
action. B u t lega l ac tion  alone, 
w i l l  n o t save the  jobs o f the 
three thousand union members. 
I t  is necessary to supplem ent the 
lega l f ig h t by mass pressure on 
the c ity  a d m in is tra tion . I t  is  nec­
essary th a t the T ra n sp o rt W o rk ­
ers U n ion  inaugura te  a d ra m a tic  
cam paign o f mass m eetings and 
dem onstra tions and ca ll fo r  sup­
p o rt upon the w hole la b o r m ove­
m ent in o rder to  stop the L a ­
G uard ia  a d m in is tra tio n  cold, 
smash the LaG uard ia  an ti-un ion  
p ro g ra m  w h ich  is designed to  de­
s tro y  the T ra n sp o rt W orke rs  U n ­
ion and to  weaken the whole New 
Y o rk  labo r m ovem ent. O n ly  in  
th is  w a y  w i l l  the jobs o f three 
thousand un ion m em bers be sav­
ed and the  open shop cam paign 
o f the bankers and th e ir  agents 
be successfully repulsed.

WORKERS’ FORUM
E d ito r :

In  you r fo u r  po in ts  fo r  Con­
gressional le g is la tio n  before Con­
gress you fo rg e t one b ig  item  
— and th a t is cost o f production  
fo r  the fa rm er.

Because the fa rm e r ha v in g  no 
buy ing  pow er w ou ld  flock  in to  
the c itie s  and w reck  y o u r No. 2 
proposition .

On the o ther hand when the 
fa rm e r gets cost o f p roduction 
he w i l l  take a lo t  o f la b o r ou t o f 
the  c itie s  also buy so m uch m ore 
o f la bo r’s products.

E xcep t fo r  th is  I  th in k  you 
have a splendid program .

F L O Y D  A . LA R S O N  
M inneapolis, M inn .

E d ito r :
W h ile  O ld M an Knudsen, $500,- 

000-a-year P resident o f General 
M otors, w e n t up and down M ic h ­
igan  w h ip p in g  up a J ingo  W a r 
S p ir it  under the guise o f aid to  
“ Poor L i t t le  F in la n d ” , ab ject 
m ise ry  ty p ic a l o f the  d a rk  ages

was uncovered in  F lin t.
A  fa m ily  o f s ix, w ith  another 

ch ild  on the way, was found l iv ­
in g  in  a basement w ith  a d i r t  
floo r, W IT H  NO  W IN D O W S , no 
lig h t, and n o th in g  b u t s w ill to  
eat.

D e p u ty  S h e r iff H a ro ld  S ta lte r  
o f Genessee C oun ty  reported the 
tragedy. The D epu ty  reported:

“ There is  no floo r in  the place 
where E dw ard  Reigle and his 
fa m ily  live. N o  v e n tila tio n  o f any 
k ind . I t  is  p itc h  d a rk  a t a ll times, 
the o n ly  l ig h t  th e y  have is an 
old kerosene lam p w ith  a  broken 
globe. The conditions are so de­
p lorab le  the y  cannot be to ld  in  
words. There is a p pa ren tly  no th ­
in g  in  the  place to  ea t b u t an 
old p o t o f beans.”

Knudsen’s s a la ry  is su ffic ien t in  
its e lf  to  m ore than  suppo rt a ll 
F l in t ’s unemployed.

E X P R O P R IA T E  the 60 F am ­
ilies ! P rovide a decent standard  
o f l iv in g  fo r  the w o rke rs !

« .  M.
F lin t,  M ich .

Pressure Needed to Force  
A n ti-L y n c h in g  B i l l  T h rough

fo r  in te rn a l democracy, 
and the fundam enta l r ig h t  o f the 
ra n k  and file  to  select its  own 
officers. W e w i l l  re tu rn  to  the 
ranks and continue o u r f ig h t fo rThe C IO  A m algam ated  U t i l i t y

ny has been de libe ra te ly  prepared W orke rs  U n ion  im m ed ia te ly  con- | t l i is  dem ocra tic princ ip le , 
and c a re fu lly  organ ized fo r  the 
past year by  F loyd  C arlis le, V ice- 
P resident o f the com pany. In  
th is  ne fa rious scheme, C arlis le

tested the con tra c t and filed M em bership Aroused
charges w ith  the N a tion a l Labo r The ra n k  and file  o f 1289, fru s . 
R e lations Board. F o r the la s t j  grated by the N a tion a l Office o f 
tw o  and a h a lf years, th is  case ; the SW o C in th e ir  f ig h t fo r  a

w o rke rs  be given o p p o rtu n ity  to  
m ake up lo s t tim e  when the wea­
th e r became w arm er.

F ig h tin g  S p ir it  H ig h  
M any o f those present had 

never been a t a FW S mass m eet­
in g  before. A t  the conclusion of 
the m eeting, the g re a t m a jo r ity  
o f those who were non-members 
ind ica ted th e ir  w illingness to

was w e ll aided by  the archaic, I has been tossed around in  v a r i-  real contra c t, are fu m in g  because I Jo in  the o rgan iza tion . The s p ir it
o f the unprovoked a tta c k  by  ^he m em bership was typ ifie dine ffic ien t and inep t un ion m a­

ch ine ry  o f the IB E W .
B ackg round  o f F ig h t  

The yea r 1937 saw a g re a t re ­
v o lt  f la r in g  up am ong the em ­
ployees o f the Consolidated, ag­
a ins t the in se cu rity  and the t y r ­
anny o f the open shop. T rem en­
dous enthusiasm  was d isplayed 
fo r  un ion o rgan iza tion  and the 
IB E W  was called in  to  conduct 
the drive . The IB E W , however, 
repelled im m e d ia te ly  these w o rk ­
ers by  its  u ltra -con se rva tive  po l­
ic ies and its  outmoded union 
s truc tu re . The IB E W  offered 
these men a class “ B "  loca l set­
up. (A  class “ B ”  local is  com ­
posed o f

ous courts, governm enta l boards 
and the US Supreme Court.

I M eanw hile, the IB E W  N a tiona l 
Office has pe rm itte d  a s itua tion  
to ex is t where, under its  name, 
functioned a sem i-com pany union 
a t the Consolidated Edison.

V an A rsda le  li f te d  p a r t o f the 
ve il when he sta ted  in  his in te r­
v iew : “ I t  m ust be ad m itted  th a t 
the In te rn a tio n a l O rgan iza tion  
was unwise in  p e rm itt in g  inex­
perienced and incom petent lead­
ers, in  m any cases fo rm e r officers 
o f the Edison Com pany, to  head 
the IB E W  locals.

"These offic ia ls  have consis­
te n tly  sabotaged the e ffo rts  o f 

non-benefit”  m embers | the .CIO and are now a tte m p tin g  
to  sabotage the w o rk  o f the In ­
te rn a tio n a l B rotherhood o f E lec­
tr ic a l W orke rs .”  ...................

The scheduled N L R B  election, 
w h ich  was supposed to  take place

w ho pay low er dues. Such locals 
en joy no au tonom y and are e n t it ­
led to  on ly  one vote a t na tiona l 
conventions, regardless o f m em ­
bership.)

The Consolidated Edison w o rk ­
ers, keenly d isappointed by th is  
proposal, began tu rn in g  to w a rd s 1 cal IB E W  officers, M cG ra th  and 
the CIO  fo r  redress o f th e ir  m any 
grievances. Suddenly, in  M arch,
1937, lik e  a b o lt fro m  the blue, 
came the announcem ent th a t a 
“ closed shop”  con tra c t was 
signed by C arlis le  w ith  Dan T ra ­
cy, In te rn a tio n a l P resident o f the

Golden aga inst th e ir  progressive 
and m il ita n t  leadership and the 
consequent se ll-ou t in  the f ig h t 
fo r  a new and b e tte r con tract. 
T h e ir m a jo r demands: F o r a 
6 2 t i cent m in im um  w ith  p ropo r­
tiona te  increases in  pay, and a 
M onday to  F r id a y  w o rk  week 
w ith  tim e  and one h a lf fo r  S a t­
u rday  and Sunday (as aga inst 
the s tagger system ), ’have been 
appa ren tly  scu ttled  by the SW 
OC.

The prov is ion  in  the "new ”  
co n tra c t calls fo r  no new wage 
increases b u t leaves the w ay 
open fo r  an increase presum ably 
when the price o f steel is  ad­
vanced some tim e  in  the fu tu re .

W h ile  the cost o f food, c lo th ­
in g  and re n t are s tead ily  ris ing , 
and the steel bosses are m ak ing  
m illions, the  w o rke rs ’ wages re-

by the rem a rk  o f M ax Geldman

(C ontinued fro m  Page 1) 
P rentiss, M ississipp i, o f the m u r­
der o f a fo rm e r m arshal, a w h ite  
man. The m ob was ready fo r  a 
lyn ch  spree. They m illed  about 
the courthouse and w orked  the m ­
selves up to  a frenzy . H ilto n  F o r- 
ten bu ry  and Jerome F ra n k lin  
w ou ld  undoubtedly have been 
added to  M iss iss ipp i's  long l is t  o f 
lynch v ic tim s  b u t fo r  one fact. 
The G overnor sent s ta te  troops 
to  p ro te c t them. Each door of 
the courthouse was heav ily  
guarded, and when the prisoners 
were take n  to  the ja i l  they  
m arched in the  cen ter o f a cor­
don o f troops. W h y  d id  G overnor 
W h ite  take  th is  “ e x tra  precau­
t io n ” ? He te lls  us, qu ite  fra n k ly  
Because o f the  debate now go ing 
on in  Congress on the an ti-lyn eh  
b ill.

Lyn ch ing— N ew  S ty le  
So the sharp drop in  the num ­

ber o f lynch ings in  recent years 
is no t a reason fo r  no t passing 
the b ill b u t a d ire c t re su lt o f a t ­
tem pts  to  pass it .  M oreover, the 
drop has to  a  la rge  ex te n t n o t

d u r in g  his speech, w ho said, " I t  j  been a rea l one. The o ld -tim e 
w il l  take  m ore tha n  162 in d ic t-  : lyn ch in g  was a com m u n ity  a ffa ir.

lyn ch in g  o f 1938. Because o f th is  
a g rand  ju r y  in ve s tig a tio n  was 
s ta rted . The w itnesses d id  r o t  
show up, and a n o -tru c  b i l l w w  
re tu rned  by  the  ju ry . N o action  
was taken  aga ins t e ith e r the w i t ­
nesses o r S tandard. The case 
died. B u t because a grand ju ry  
had been called, s th is  was n o t ,a 
lynch ing .

B il l  Has a Chance
The b ill in  Congress w i l l  never 

stop lyn ch in g ; o n ly  the abo lition  
o f the  c a p ita lis t system  can do 
th a t. B u t the  mere th re a t o f its  
passage has reduced som ewhat 
th is  pastim e o f S ou thern  gen tle ­
men, and its  passage would un ­
doub tedly reduce i t  more. T h is  
tim e  the b il l has a b e tte r chance 
than  ever before. T h is  is an elec­
t io n  year, and in  h a lf  a dozen 
N o rth e rn  sta tes the N egro vote 
holds the  balance o f power be­
tween the tw o  c a p ita lis t parties. 
I f  su ffic ien t pressure is b ro ug h t 
to  bear on the  Senate, the  b ill 
w i l l  pass.

F IR S T  RESPO NS E TO 
R E D  S U N D A Y :

Several branches o f the N ew  
Y o rk  local have made a good be­
g in n in g  in  response to  the re­
quest fo r  renewed and redoubled 
sales o f the w eek ly  Socia list A p ­
peal.

These branches c o n d u c t e d  
house-to-house and s tree t sales 
la s t Sunday and a ll re p o rt good 
success. They sold m any Appeals, 
pam phlets and o ther p a r ty  li te ra ­
ture.

W e repeat here the  requests 
we made o f a ll branches la s t 
week:

(1) O rganize a special sales 
cam paign.

(2) M ake every Sunday o f the 
week a R E D  S U N D A Y , on w h ich  
every ava ilba le  m em ber o f you r 
branch goes fro m  house-to-house 
to  sell the  press and lite ra tu re  o f 
our P a rty .

(3) Send in the proceeds o f 
R E D  S U N D A Y  im m ed ia te ly  to 
jrelp pay on your, re g u la r bundle 
o rder account.

*  *  *

A nd don’t  fo rg e t to  send us in  
re g u la r reports  on the successes 
and experience o f y o u r R E D

S U N D A Y  a c tiv itie s . W e’l l  publish 
a ll o f these reports  in  the Appeal 
A rm y  colum n.

The fo llo w in g  subscrip tions 
have come in  d u r in g  the past 2 
weeks tim e. They represent a 
substan tia l increase in  new sub­
scribers and readers over the past 
period. W e hope branches can 
keep up and bu ild  on th is  im ­
provem ent :

N E W  Y O R K  C IT Y .............  7
BO STO N .................. .............  7
M inneapo lis ........... .............  6
F o re ign  .................... .............  8
Los A n g e le s ........... .............  4
P ennsylvania ......... .............  3
Chicago .................... .............  2
A k ro n  ...................... .............  2
O akland .................. .............  1
Syracuse .................. .............  1
F lo rid a  ....................
N e w a rk  .................... .............  1
A n n  A rb o r  ............. .............  1
St. L o u is ..................
Y oungstow n ........... .............  1

T O T A L : - ....... ___ _ i-r46

The D e tro it  P a rty  b ranch  has 
increased bundle o rder b y  the 
sub s tan tia l am ount o f 75 copies 
and now takes a to ta l o f 100 per 
issue.

m ents o r convic tions to  smash 
th is  o rgan iza tion . I f  the govern­
m ent w ants  to  stop the unem ­
ployed fro m  dem anding th e ir  
r ig h t  to  live, they w il l  have to 
in d ic t and ja i l  n o t a hundred o r 
even a thousand, b u t a ll 12.000,- 
000 o f us.”

QUICK ACTION 
STOPS FLINT 
WPA LAYOFFS

IB E W . The c o n tra c t nego tia tions 
were conducted on ly  fro m  the 
top, w ith  no consu lta tion  o f the 
w o rke rs  o r reference to  th e ir  de­
sires and needs. The w o rkers  
found themselves suddenly herd­
ed in to  a union lik e  a pack of 
sheep. They had ju s t “ w on" a 
closed shop co n tra c t and a check 
o ff system, b u t no increase in  
wages, no im p rovem en t in  w o rk ­
in g  conditions, no redress o f th e ir  
grievances.

The fo llo w in g  day, the com pa­
n y  un ion declared its e lf  “ d is ­
solved.”  The IB E W  then proceed­
ed to  set up seven class “ B ”  lo ­
cals. A l l  w o rke rs  were forced to  
jo in  the  un ion and pay dues 
th rou gh  the check-off system. 
O vern igh t, the IB E W  bloomed 
o u t in to  a huge o rgan iza tion  on 
the properties. I t  had a ll o f the 
ou tw a rd  a ttr ib u te s  o f a le g it i-

in  the n e x t weeks, b ro u g h t the m ain  the same. W ha t arc the rea- 
whole s itu a tio n  to  a head. The lo - sons fo r  these u n ju s t conditions ?

the y  are beg inn ing  to  ask. W h y  
has the N a tio n a l Office sold us 
down the r iv e r  when we have

F isher, in  collusion w ith  com pany 
offic ia ls, c leve rly  engineered the 
“ secession" scheme in  o rder to 
th ro w  the elections in to  fu r th e r
tu rm o il and legal red tape and ' ly , and m ust be answered 
thus fu r th e r  d isc red it the cause The m il ita n t  f ig h t aga inst the 
o f unionism  am ong the w orkers . I s tagger system  by the men in 

N ow  th a t the horse has been the E le c tr ic  Furnace departm ent 
stolen, T ra c y  rushes to  shu t the some weeks ago, was broken 
gate. F rom  W ashing ton, he an- w ith  the aid o f Golden, 
nouhees th a t  the “ IB E W  w il l  go 
the l im it ”  to  f ig h t the com pany 
now  and bu ild  a un ion on the 
Consolidated E d ison  properties.

IB E W  M il ita n ts  Reorganize 
M il i ta n t  un ion men in  the IB ­

E W  are now p lan n in g  to  reo r­
ganize the  un ion fro m  the ground 
up. They rea lize th a t  they  m ust 
bu ild  th e ir  un ion a t the Edison 
Com pany under the banner o f 
the IB E W , because the IB E W  is 
the na tiona l o rg an iza tio n  o f the 
u t i l i t y  w orkers. The IB E W  men 
are now dem anding fu l l  au tono­
m y  in  the conduct o f the local 
un ion and its  a ffa irs , to  enable 
them  to  rega inN he confidence o f 
the Edison w o rke rs  and to  re­
bu ild  the un ion on a new hea lthy  
foundation .

(C ontinued fro m  Page I )

The a tte m p t to fire  the 120 men 
was on ly  the f ir s t  gun in  a plan-, 
ned general s tream  o f lay-offs.

shown them  we are ready to  W ith  th is  a tte m p t e ffec tive ly  
f ig h t?  These questions are tim e- fru s tra te d , new e ffo rts  w i l l  be

even m ore d ifficu lt, and w il l  be

Now Is Your Chance
On Sale lo r  T w o W eeks O n ly—  

F eb ru a ry  1 to  F e b ru a ry  15

ANTI-DUHRING  
by Engels

R e gu la rly  $2.00 
fo r  on ly $1.67

Clearance o f pam ph le ts— 
Sat. Feb. 3. W ide Selection—  
M any ra re  ones— 2c and up.

MODERN BOOKSHOP
27 U N IV E R S IT Y  P LA C E  

G Ram ercy 3-0917

Local newspapers announced i t  
'days in  advance, to  g ive the peo­
ple fro m  ne ighboring  counties 
tim e  to  reach the scene. Then be­
fore a crow d o f hundreds the 
v ic t im  would be to rtu re d  to  
death. T h is  practice  has jao t pass­
ed out. O n ly  in  1937 a t D uck H ill,  
M ississipp i, a  new refinem ent 
was in troduced; b low  - torches 
were applied to the bare bodies 

] o f the tw o  Negroes.
B u t i t  has to  some ex te n t been 

supplanted by  another s o rt o f 
lynch ing , one w h ich  seldom is to 
be found in  any o f the annual 
lis ts . A  g roup  o f men w a y lay  
th e ir  in tended v ic t im  in  some de­
serted spot, k i l l  h im , and flin g  
the body in to  a r iv e r  o r swamp. 
Lyn ch in g  has gone underground.

L is ts  Inadequate
A l l  sorts  o f evidence can be 

adduced to  show th a t  the l is t  o f 
three lynch ings given by the  N A - 
A C P  bare ly  scratches the su r­
face. The In te rn a tio n a l Labor 
Defense, the S ta lin is t defense 
agency, gives tw e n ty -fiv e  appar­
e n tly  w e ll au then tica ted  cases 
fo r  1939. In  a recent issue o f 
E d ito r  and Pub lisher Southern 
newspapermen te ll some th ings 
they o m it fro m  th e ir  papers. One

February 
#New lntfl# 
Is Out

m et w ith  even m ore de te rm ina ­
tion  by the union, w h ich  now 
feels its  s treng th .

P rev ious ly  a 403 was eonsid- 
ered to  be irrevocab le and fina l.
T ry in g  to p u t men back who had 
received 403’s was lik e  t r y in g  to m an has k ille d  no few e r than 
b rin g  the dead back to  life . B u t tw e n ty  Negroes, accord ing to
m il ita n t  ac tion  did i t !

Changed H is M in d !
N e go tia to rs  fo r  the un ion said 

th a t when they f irs t  w en t in to  
the a d m in is tra to rs ’s office they 
were m et w ith  a f irm  refusa l. B u t 
all obstacles m elted aw ay, when 
he heard the shouts and s ing ing  
o f the un ion men massed in  the 
ha ll ju s t outside! his room.

U n ion  leaders made ve ry  c lear 
in  several speeches to  the w o rkers  
th a t the reason fo r  lay -o ffs  is the 
Roosevelt po licy  o f spending b il­
lions fo r  guns a t the expense o f 
the unemployed, and the y  .de­
manded th a t the  unemployed be 
provided w ith  JOBS N O T  GUNS.

th is  a rtic le , none o f 'w h ic .i was 
ever in  the l is t  o f lynchings. 
A ga in , W ill ia m  Standard, deputy 
s h e riff in  N ew  Orleans, says he 
is be ing haunted by  the ghost o f 
O scar S m ith , a N egro lie  k i ’ led 
in  January , 1938. The s to ry  is in  
the newspaper sole ly because o f 
th is  m acabre touch ; on ly  in c i­
den ta l is  the  fa c t  th a t  S tandard 
has k ille d  s ix  men in  h is life . The 
m urder o f Sm ith , a lleged ly be ­
cause he was fre q u e n tly  seen in 
the com pany o f a wom an w ith  
whom  the officer was in  love, 
was a lm ost recorded by the pub­
l ic i t y  d ire c to r fo r  the Southern 
R egional Conference as the f irs t

The F eb ru a ry  issue o f the 
N ew  In te rn a tio n a l w i l l  be off 
the  press by the tim e  th is  pap­
er reaches you. F ina nc ia l d i f ­
f icu ltie s  and the fire  in  our 
headquarters compelled us to 
sk ip  the Janua ry  num ber.

The om ission o f the  January  
num ber is m ore than  compen­
sated fo r  by the excellence o f 
the  new m agazine w h ich  w ill 
be th ir ty - tw o  pages.

The issue fea tu res a discus­
sion on the Russian question 
w h ich  is once again the hub o f 
a ll revo lu tiona ry  po litics . The 
ro le o f the  S oviet U n ion in  the 
w a r, the invasion o f F in land , the 
fo re ign  po licy  o f the  S ta lin is t 
bureaucracy since the H it lc r -  

S ta lin  F act, the question o f 
"S o v ie t im p e ria lism ” — a ll o f 
these are trea ted extensive ly.

A m ong the  a rtic les  on th is  
question are :

“ A ga in  and Once More. A ga in  
on the  N a tu re  o f the U.S.S.R.”  
by Leon T ro ts k y .

Resolutions o f the  P o lit ic a l 
C om m ittee  o f the S oc ia lis t 
W orke rs  P a r ty  on the  Soviet 
U n ion and on S ta lin 's  invasion 
o f F in land .

A  speech by James P. Cannon 
on the  a tt itu d e  o f re v o lu tio n ­
is ts  tow a rd  the S oviet U n ion.

A lso  included in  th is  issue is 
an im p o rta n t speech by Leon 
T ro ts k y  on the occasion o f the 
50th ann ive rsa ry  o f the  death 
o f the Russian sc ien tis t, M end- 
e lyev: “ D ia le c tica l M a te r ia l­
ism  and Science.”

A  revo lu tiona ry  M a rx is t can­
no t a ffo rd  to  m iss th is  issue.

O rder you r copies now !

ANNOUNCEMENTS
W A N T E D : G ir l share lig h t, a iry  
4 !4 room  apartm en t. R en ta l $16 
w ith  o r w ith o u t fu rn itu re . Sub­
w ays convenient. Rhoda Pearson, 
Sarah H ertzberg-151 w. 97th St. 
New Y o rk  C ity .

FOO D W O R K E R S  B ranch  dance 
has been postponed to  S a tu r­
day, Feb. 10. P lace: U pper 
W est Side branch headquar­
ters, 910 N in th  Ave., N .Y.C. 
B eg inn ing  8:30 p.m. A dm iss ion 
tw e n ty -fiv e  cents.

U N S E R  W O R T No. 1 (99) is
ava ilab le  a t the fo llo w in g  book­
shops and newsstands in  New  
Y o rk  C ity :

M odern Book Shop, 27 U n ive r- 
i s ity  PI.

Rand School, 7 E as t 15th St. 
42nd St. &  6 th  Ave., S.E. Cor. 

42nd St., S outhern Side, near 
L ib ra ry .
200 E a s t 86 th St.
M oderne Deutsche Buchhand- 
lung , 250 E ast 84th St.

Get i t  a t  once! I t  contains 
the a rtic le  o f W .H . on the  W ar 
in  F in land , a com m entary  on 
the R io ts in  Bohem ia, and the 
im p o rta n t a rtic le  by  L . T ro tsky , 
the USSR in  W'aT.

graphed D iego R ive ra  p rin ts . 
D anc ing in  a p r iv a te  ba llroom . 
B r in g  2 b its  to  1181 E. 49St. 
B ’k ly n  and the fu n  is  a ll yours.

F O R  S A L E : M icroscope, Spen­
cer B inocu lars, c rys tab le  sub­

stage condenser-950 power, good 
cond ition , Reasonable. See S. 
S tan ley in  S oc ia lis t Appea l office 
a t 116 U n iv e rs ity  P lace-N.Y.C.

T H E  H IS T O R Y  O F T R O T S K Y - 
ism  is  incorpora ted  in  the file  
o f the M il i ta n t  and the N ew  
M il i ta n t  w h ich  we have. V o l. l  
N o .l Nov. 1928 to  June 1936 
except fo r  abou t 25 o f the  la te r 
issues. W e w i l l  sell i t  fo r  the 
best o ffe r we receive.

We have a ll books and pam phlets 
o f in te re s t to  Socialists. Send 
fo r  ou r lis ts . W e pay cash fo r  
used and old  books and pam ­
phlets.

Have Y ou Read: U nem ploym ent 
&  the  A m e rica n  W orke rs  —  
Swabeck— 10c; The M eaning of 
M a rx — Hook, Eddy, Russell, 
Dewey— 20c; H e a rs t b y  O live r 
Carlson— 50c; W h y  Jews are 
Persecuted— A  C a tho lic  v iew ­
p o in t— 10c. L A B O R  P U B L IC A ­
T IO N S  Dept. T. B ox 785 C hi­
cago, 111.

B oro  P a rk  Presents: In fo  Please 
w ith  G ould and Gordon as our 
experts. A n  auc tion  o f auto-

G O  H A R L E M !
T h is  S a tu rday, Feb. 3, 8 P.M .
Dance to  the J IV E  M usic

o f the
S A V O Y  B E A R C A T S  B A N D  

E n te r ta in m e n t, R efreshm ents, etc. 
Sub. 49c 186 Lenox Ave.

H a rle m  B ranch, S.W.P.
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F ir s t  o f a ll, as we showed la s t week, lyn ch in g  
has no th in g  to  do w ith  the p ro tec tion  o f w h ite  
“ wom anhood.”  L e t us once m ore na il th a t lie. 
Some m onths ago the re fusa l o f M ia m i Negroes 
to  be frig h te n e d  aw ay fro m  the polls by the K u  
K lu x  K la n  made na tiona l headlines in  a ll the 
N egro papers and even had some a tte n tio n  in  
the c a p ita lis t press. I t  was on ly  a fte rw a rd s  th a t 
we le a rn t w h a t had frig h te n e d  o ff the  K lan . The 
Negroes sat in  th e ir  houses w a it in g  fo r  the  K la n  
w ith  loaded W inchesters across th e ir  laps. Backed 
by  th is  not-to-be-despised argum ent, A m erican 
“ dem ocracy" w on a sm all v ic to ry .

N ow  a s im ila r  s itu a tio n  is developing in  Green­
v ille , South Carolina. B o th  sides are p rim ed fo r  
c iv il w ar. The K la n  is  determ ined th a t  the N e­
groes sha ll no t vote. The Negroes are determ ined 
th a t they  shall. They are c a rry in g  on a cam paign 
fo r  re g is tra tio n  in  th e  c ity  elections. James A . 
B r ia r , 69 year-o ld  head o f the local N a tion a l A s ­
socia tion fo r  the  Advancem ent o f Colored People, 
considered ch ie fly  responsible fo r  the  ag ita tio n , 
has been arrested fo r  ille g a l possession o f a gun. 
T h is  tim e  B r ia r  is de fending no t on ly  “ democ­
ra cy ”  b u t his life . The K la n  v is ite d  his house a 
few  tim es in  recent weeks, b u t he was a lw ays 
out. A cco rd in g  to  the N . Y . A m ste rdam  News 
(Decem ber 23, 1939), the  K la n  ra ided the N egro  
area and “ have beaten up men, s tripped  and hu­
m ilia te d  wom en and destroyed some p ro p e rty .”

T h is  con flic t has been go ing  on fo r  m onths. 
H ow  does i t  a ffec t the N egro?  E n te r yo u r South­
ern sc ie n tis t: “ Here is a s itu a tio n  where the  N e­
g ro ’s uncon tro llab le  lu s t fo r  w h ite  women shows 
its e lf.”  W illia m  Anderson, 19 years old, p res i­
dent o f the local N A A C P  Y ou th  Council and very  
active  in the re g is tra tio n  cam paign, was “ fra m ­
ed”  some tim e  ago fo r  d iso rde rly  conduct and 
breach o f the peace, charges by the “ au tho ritie s ,”  
“ who insisted he had tr ie d  to da le  a w h ite  g ir l 
in  tow n .”  There you have the kernel o f lynch ing  
in  the South. The “ a u th o ritie s ”  b r in g  a case. The 
mob is less subtle. I t  tea rs  the v ic t im  to  pieces.

I t  is a p rinc ip le  o f propaganda today to  smear 
you r enemy w ith  the crim es o f w h ich  you y o u r­
se lf are g u ilty . H it le r  is  a past m aste r A t  the 
a rt, S ta lin  its  g rea test exponent, l iv in g  o r dead. 
The South acts on the same princ ip le . The South­
ern gentlem en pester the N egro  wom en w ith  
th e ir  a tten tions. They accuse the N egro  o f th is , 
th e ir  own besetting  sin.

Who Are the Savages?
W ho are the “ savages”  in  th is  lyn ch in g  busi­

ness? In  his recent book, The B lack  M an In 
W h ite  A m erica , John G. Van Deusen, P rofessor 
o f A m erican  H is to ry  and G overnm ent in  H o b a rt 
College, de ta ils  some o f the practices o f the  
lyn ch  mobs.

In  M ississipp i a N egro  wom an had five sp lin ­
te rs  run  in to  her body and was then s lo w ly  
burned a live  by w h ite  men— because the mob had 
fa ile d  to  cap ture  her husband. A  Texas mob bu rn ­
ed a N egro  in  a courthouse v a u lt. A  Georgian 
m ob beat an insane m an to  death in  a hospita l. 
A  Tennessee mob tied a fifteen -yea r-o ld  boy to 
a tra in . Mobs in  Tennessee and G eorgia disem­
boweled p regnan t women. In  Lou is iana they 
sewed a m an in  a sack, w e igh ted i t  w ith  stone, 
and th re w  h im  in to  a lake. In  M ississipp i they  
buried a m an up to  h is neck, placed a steel cage 
over his head, and loosed a. b u ll dog in to  the 
cage. A  M iss iss ipp i m ob bored corkscrews in to  
the flesh o f L u th e r  H o lb e rt and his w ife , in  arm s, 
legs, and body, and then pulled them  out, the 
sp ira ls  p u llin g  w ith  them  b ig  pieces o f raw  q u iv ­
e ring  flesh every tim e. H e n ry  L o w ry  was burned 
to  death over a slow  fire  in  1921. “ Inch  by inch 
the N egro was fa ir ly  cooked to  death.”  N ine 
m onths la te r  men, wom en and ch ild ren  in  H u b ­
bard, Texas, roasted a N egro  to  death and, to 
increase his pain, jabbed s ticks  in to ' his m outh, 
nose and ears. In  1937 a m ob a t D u ck  H ill,  M is ­
sissippi, to rtu re d  tw o  Negroes w ith  a b low  to rch  
before shooting  them . “ O ccasionally fingers, toes 
and ears have been cu t o ff the  liv in g  w re tch  and 
d is tr ib u te d  fo r  souvenirs. Photographs are q u ic k ­
ly  sold ou t.”

A nd the “ a u th o ritie s ” ?

H uey Long  did  no t th in k  i t  w o rth  w h ile  to 
bo ther h im se lf about an inves tiga tion . I t  w ou ld ­
n ’t  "do the dead n igga  no good.”  W hen a N egro  
association sent a te legram  to  G overnor B ilbo  
p ro te s tin g  aga inst a lynch ing , B ilbo  replied, "Go 
to  he ll.”  Cole Blease, G overnor o f South Caro­
lina, said to  a leader o f a mob, “ I  w i l l  tu rn  you 
loose when charged w ith  lyn ch in g  a N egro  who 
is accused o f assault on a w h ite  wom an.”  On an­
o th e r occasion, when cam paign ing fo r  e lection 
to  the Senate, Blease found h im se lf a t Union, 
S.C., where no t long before a lyn ch in g  had taken 
place. He m arked the occasion fe e lin g ly : “ W hen­
ever the C o nstitu tion  comes between men and 
the v ir tu e  o f the w h ite  wom en o f South Carolina , 
I  say to  hell w ith  the C o ns titu tio n .”

"Only A Stage"
These gentlem en m ake “ m odera te”  speeches 

about sta tes ’ r ig h ts  in Gongress. B u t th a t is no t 
the language and the argum ents they use to  
th e ir  own constituen ts. L e t the la s t w o rd  be w ith  
F ra n k lin  Roosevelt, P resident o f the U n ited  
States, the g re a t crusader fo r  hum an r ig h ts  
aga ins t H it le r  and o th e r enemies o f "dem oc­
ra c y ."  W h a t has he to  say abou t lyn ch in g ?  Zero. 
E x a c tly  th a t. N o t a w o rd  o f rebuke to the  f i l i -  
busterers who yea r a f te r  yea r have k ille d  the  
b ill.  A nd  w h y?  Because Roosevelt knows th a t 
lyn ch in g  is no accidenta l phenomenon. I t  is  ro o t­
ed n o t o n ly  in  the h is to ry  b u t in  the whole eco­
nom ic and social system  o f the  South. These 
Southern po litic ia n s  are n o t de fend ing w h ite  
“ wom anhood.”  They are defend ing Southern 
p rope rty , power and p riv ilege .

A n d  F ra n k lin  Roosevelt is  defending South­
ern p rope rty , pow er and p riv ile ge  too. So th a t  i f  
Southern p rope rty , power and p riv ile ge  need to  
keep th is  two-edged sword between b lack  and 
w h ite  poor in  the South, F ra n k lin  D. keeps his 
m ou th  shut. I f  he and h is  N ew  Dealers could p u t 
an end to  lyn ch in g  w ith o u t d is ru p tin g  the social 
and economic bases o f cap ita lism , they  w ould. 
B u t f ir s t  th in g s  come firs t.  They leave lyn ch in g  
where i t  is as a means o f p reserv ing  the system. 
We, however, w i l l  n o t leave lyn ch in g  where i t  is. 
W e suppo rt the  a tta c k  on i t  in  Congress. B u t 
th a t  is  o n ly  a stage in  the fig h t. I t  has to  be to rn  
up by  the roots, and the roo ts  are in  the  ca p ita l­
is t  system .

A GLEAM THROUGH THE CENSORSHIP

What Is Happening in Stalin’s Poland?
A lm o s t no th in g  appears in  the  i 

Russian and S ta lin is t press de- i 
sc rib in g  any o f the  de ta ils  o f the  ! 
new economic set-up in  the ter-1 
r ito r ie s  o f fo rm e r Poland o c c u -. 
pied by  the  Red A rm y . The f o l - ! 
lo w in g  a rtic le , w h ich  appeared in 
the  T im es o f London, December 
12 (p a r t  o f I t  was published in ,  
the  N . Y . T im es w ith  a m islead­
in g  in tro d u c tio n ), appears to  be 
a  sober and Tealistic account. I t  
provides some de ta ils  o f the com ­
plex in te r-a c tio n  o f the  three 
m a jo r fac to rs  in  the  s itu a tio n :

1. The nationa lized economy of 
the  Soviet U n ion , w h ich  d ic ta ted  
to  the  S ta lin is t, bu reaucracy the 
economic tra n s fo rm a tio n  o f the 
occupied te rr ito r ie s .

2. The ro le o f the  S ta lin is t 
bureaucracy. The a rtic le  verifies 
T ro ts k y ’s p red ic tion  o f Sept. 25, 
s h o rtly  a fte r  the  Red A rm y  be­
gan to  m arch  in to  P o land: “ The 
appeal to  the  independent a c tiv ­
ity  on the p a rt o f the musses in 
the  new te rr ito r ie s — and w ith o u t

LEWIS MOVE ON 
F.D.R. REFLECTS 
MASS FEELINGS

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
auto, rubber, o il— the ve ry  nerve 
centers o f A m erican  economy. 
Lew is has seen the m il ita n t  
w o rkers  o f these indus tries  in 
battle . He knows th e ir  in d o m it­
able courage and th e ir  de te rm in ­
a tion  to  w in  economic secu rity  
fo r  themselves and th e ir  fam ilies .

K now s W h a t Is  Com ing
Lew is has learned, in  the re­

cent years, to  understand w h a t 
independent s tre n g th  the  A m e ri­
can trade  unions possess. D is ­
tu rbed by  the  deep, sub te rran ­
ean ru m b lin gs  o f d issa tis fac tion  
th ro u g h o u t the coun try , Lew is is 
beg inn ing to  roa r o u t aga inst 
the N ew  Deal and its  agents. 
He is dem anding a h igh e r price 
fo r  the sup po rt o f Labor. H e un ­
derstands the  im pend ing re v o lt 
and is  determ ined to  lead it .  
To lead it ,  o f course, in  a  “ safe”  
d irec tion , no t tow a rd  the neces­
sa ry  Labo r P a r ty  b u t back in to  
a deal w ith  c a p ita lis t po litic ians.

O bviously, Lew is made no e f­
fo r t  to  reach an agreem ent on 
his new an ti-R ooseve lt po licy  
w ith  the o th e r top  o ffic ia ls  o f 
the CIO, p r io r  to  its  p resen ta tion  
to  the M iners convention. The 
next day, H illm a n , P resident o f 
the A m algam ated  C lo th ing  
W orke rs  o f A m erica  and E m il 
Rieve, P resident o f the U n ited  
T e x tile  W orke rs  o f A m erica , re­
jected the Lew is  p o licy  and urged 
continued suppo rt fo r  a  Roose­
v e lt “ th ird  te rm .”  D av id  D ubin- 
sky, P resident o f the In te rn a tio n ­
a l Ladies G arm en t W orke rs  U n ­
ion, independent o f both the A F L  
and CIO, is expected to  take a 
s im ila r  stand th is  week in  the 
m agazine Newsweek.

Sure o f H is  G round
Lew is  is  keen ly aw are o f th is  

opposition inside the  CIO, bu t 
is convinced th a t economic con­
d ition s  and the  d issa tis fac tio n  on 
the p a r t o f m illio n s  m ake i t  ob­
lig a to ry  to b reak w ith  Roosevelt 
and take  the leadership o f th is  
new m ovem ent. This, Lew is be­
lieves, w i l l  f u l ly  compensate fo r  
the non-support o f H illm a n . I t  
is, o f course, a foregone conclu­
sion th a t a ll m id -w estern  unions 
w il l  fo llo w  the Lew is po licy  and 
th a t  i t  w i l l  c a rry  in  the  C IO  
E xecu tive  Board.

Lew is  aqd his lieu tenan ts  are 
convinced th a t the com ing period 
w il l  be m arked by  g re a t expan­
sion o f  a ll w a r in du s tries  and 
th a t the CIO, w ith  its  in d u s tr ia l 
s tru c tu re  and its  m odem  and ag­
gressive m ethods o f o rgan iza tion , 
w i l l  be enabled to  w in  defin ite  
hegem ony o f the  trade  union 
m ovem ent. T h a t is  w h y  he is de­
te rm ined  th a t the C IO  unions 
and policies, under no conditions, 
be subord inated to  the m oribund  
A F L  E xecu tive  Council. Th is 
constitu tes Lew is ’s answer, in  e f­
fect, to  the “ peace cam pa ign”  o f 
D an Tob in  o f the Team sters U n ­
ion.

F ig h t  F o r  La bo r P a r ty !
Progressives in  every loca l un ­

ion  m ust now  convince a l l  ra n k  
and file  un ion is ts  o f the u t te r  
b a nkru p tcy , n o t on ly  o f the old- 
fashioned Gom pers’ “ rew ard  you r 
frien ds  and punish y o u r enemies”  
po litics , b u t also the  s tream lined 
Lew is  version o f p la y in g  around 
w ith  c a p ita lis t po litic ia n s . The 
b a n k ru p tcy  o f the o ld  polic ies 
in  th is  fie ld  m us t be u tiliz e d  to  
force the unions to  b reak com ­
p le te ly  w ith  a ll “ com pany un ion­
ism " in  the sphere o f p o litic s  and 
to  u t iliz e  the  energy, finances, 
and s tre n g th  o f the unions to  
b u ild  an independent p o lit ic a l 
p a r ty  o f labor, based on a f ig h t­
in g  p ro g ra m  fo r  jobs, secu rity  
and th e  s tru g g le  aga ins t fascism  
and w a r.

such an appeal, even i f  worded 
w ith  extrem e cau tion , i t  is  im ­
possible to  con s titu te  a  new re ­
gim e— w il l  on the  m orro w  un ­
doub tedly be suppressed by  ru th ­
less police measures in o rder to  
assure the preponderance o f the  
bureaucracy over the  awakened 
revo lu tiona ry  masses.”

3. The awakened revo lu tiona ry  
masses, hav ing  been encouraged 
in to  a c t iv ity  to  exp rop ria te  the  
laud ahd estab lish con tro l o f the 
factories, do no t relapse in to  pas­
s iv ity  a t the  subsequent com ­
mand o f the G.P.U., b u t seek to  
c a r ry  on in  the revo lu tiona ry  
s p ir it  ap p ro p ria te  to  the  new 
economy. These “ hotheads”  are 
ru th less ly  curbed by the S ta lin ­
is t bureaucracy.

We publish below the o rig in a l 
te x t o f the T im es o f London a r t ­
icle!

The Russians, in  the p a r t of 
Poland they have seized, have no t 
reproducer! the  m ethods o f the 
f irs t  years o f the  Bo lshevik  Revo­
lu tion . C o n tra ry  to  general be lie f 
the re  a re  as y e t no “ w o rk e r’s and 
peasant’s soviets”  in the occupied 
te r r ito ry ,  and the Russian press 
has ra th e r tended to  emphasize 
the d iff ic u lty  th a t  the  p o lit ic a l 
com m issions have had in  re s tra in ­
in g  “ hotheads” , fro m , fo rm in g  
them . The a d m in is tra tio n  is being 
carried  on by  p ro v is io na l, local 
commissars and G. P. U . agents. 
Representatives o f the  local pop­
u la tion  have on ly  an advisory 
voice.

These com m ittees organized 
the election cam paign fo r  the 
fo rm a tio n  o f the  N a tion a l A s ­
semblies o f Lw ow  and B ia lys tok . 
In  th is  cam paign there  were no 
class res tric tio ns , a t least in  the ­
o ry , b u t on ly  one l is t  o f candi­
dates was subm itted , and the N a ­
tio n a l Assem blies were ‘m on o lith ­
ic ,’ in  accordance w ith  the best 
to ta lita r ia n  models.

The assemblies are no t m eant 
to  be perm anent le g is la tive  bod­
ies. They have been convened fo r

one occasion on ly— to  pass fo u r 
fundam enta l reso lu tions. They 
are to p roc la im  the in tro d u c tio n  
o f the Soviet system  in to  th e ir  
te r r ito r ie s ; to  inco rpo ra te  the 
te rr ito r ie s  in  the Soviet U n ion ; to 
exp rop ria te  the  la rge  landowners 
and d is tr ib u te  the land among 
the peasants; and to  na tiona lize  
the banks and large-scale indus­
tries.
R U S S IA N  O F F IC IA L S  
F A C E  D IF F IC U L T IE S

There w il l  be d ifficu ltie s  in  a ll 
th is . In  the occupied te rr ito r ie s  
the peasan try  and a sm all section 
o f the  in te llig e n ts ia  regard  them ­
selves as o f U k ra in ia n  o r W h ite  
Russian n a tio n a lity , w h ile  the in ­
d u s tria l w o rke rs  in  the tow ns are 
Poles and, to  some extent, Jews. 
The Soviet au tho ritie s  c le a rly  
show d is tru s t o f the  Polish p ro le ­
ta r ia t.  They have discarded the 
use o f M a rx is t te rm in o lo gy  and 
discouraged the tra d it io n a l p ro ­
le ta r ia n  outlook.

P roclam ations, reso lutions, and 
a rtic le s  in  the press, ca re fu lly  
re fra in  fro m  reference to  the 
"d ic ta to rs h ip  o f the p ro le ta r ia t,"  
w h ich  in  th is  case w ou ld  have to  
mean the hegem ony o f the Polish 
section o f the popu lation. The 
new au th o ritie s  seek support 
fro m  the peasantry and fro m  the 
n o n p o litic a lly  m inded U k ra in ia n  
in te llig e n ts ia  who alone are d is­
posed to  sub m it passive ly to  the 
d irec tions o f Moscow.

The C om m unist p a rty  has so 
fa r  been e n tire ly  inac tive  in  the 
occupied te rr ito ry . The "C om m u­
n is t p a r ty  o f W estern U k ra in ia  
and W estern B ie lo russia”  was, 
a long w ith  the Polish C om m unist 
p a rty , disowned by the Com in­
te rn  tw o  years ago, being accus­
ed o f U k ra in ia n  na tiona lism  and 
o f ac tin g  in  the in te re s t o f the 
Polish police and o f H itle rism . 
The d is tru s t and h o s t ility  m an i­
fested by M oscow tow a rd  a ll po­
li t ic a l sections o f the U k ra in ia n s  
and W h ite  Russians, in c lud in g  
the C om m unist p a rty , shed an in ­
te re s tin g  s id e lig h t on th is  c u r i­

ous lib e ra tio n  o f the oppressed 
“ b lood-bre th ren .”

The a g ra ria n  re vo lu tio n  in  So­
v ie t Poland has had the fo rce  of 
a spontaneous • m ovem ent. As 
soon as the re p o rt spread th a t 
the Red A rm y  had crossed the 
R ive r Zbrucz the peasants began 
to  share o u t am ong themselves 
the land lords ' acres. Land  was 
g iven f ir s t  to  sm allho lders, and 
in  th is  w a y  about 30 pe r cent o f 
a g r ic u ltu ra l land was e xp ro p ria t­
ed. B u t any a tte m p t to  in troduce 
co llec tiv iza tio n  by  fo rce  would 
im m e d ia te ly  b reak the fr ie n d ly  
re la tio ns  between the peasants 
and the au tho rities .

In  in du s try , d ra s tic  acts o f ex­
p ro p ria tio n  have no t y e t been 
ca rried  o u t on a la rge  scale. The 
m ain  centers o f the ba nk ing  sys­
tem , the ra ilw a y  system  and a 
num ber o f la rge  in d u s tr ia l un ­
d e rta k in gs  were State-owned fo r  
years before the  Russian occupa­
tion . In  sm all and m edium-sized 
industries w orkm en now exercise 
“ con tro l over p roduc tion .”

The in d u s tr ia lis ts  no m in a lly  re ­
ta in  a fu l l  r ig h t  o f ow nersh ip in  
th e ir  own establishm ents, bu t 
they  are com pelled to  sub m it 
s ta tem ents o f costs o f production, 
and so on, fo r  the consideration 
o f the w o rkm en ’s delegates. The 
la tte r, jo in t ly ,  w ith  the em ploy­
ers, f ix  wages, conditions o f w o rk , 
and a “ ju s t  ra te  o f p ro fit ”  fo r  
the in d u s tr ia lis t.

The Russian au th o ritie s  a ttach  
g re a t im portance to  the o rgan iza­
tio n  o f c u ltu ra l life  on Soviet 
models. The schools are being re­
organized and subord inated to  
the demands o f o ffic ia l p ropagan­
da. The leading educational posts 
are fille d  by trus ted  S oviet o ffi­
cials. A  young reader in  h is to ry  
in K ie ff has been appointed Rec­
to r  o f the old Lw ow  U n ive rs ity . 
The use o f the Polish language 
is discouraged, the U k ra in ia n  and 
W h ite  Russian languages are 
those in  w h ich  lectu res are de liv ­
ered, and Russian has become a 
com pusory subject. Textbooks

Two Views: Front and Back

Stalinistsand the New Deal
B y C H R IS  A N D R E W S

“ The New  Deal lam b has la id 
down w ith  the rea c tion a ry  lion .”  
So cried E a r l B row der to  the 
C om m unist P a r ty  members g a th ­
ered in  M adison Square Garden 
on Janua ry  22.

I t  w as on ly  yesterday th a t 
B row der and the whole S ta lin is t 
press were la v ish ing  th e ir  pra ise 
on the "p rogress ive ”  New  Deal 
and adv is ing  a ll good Com m un­
is ts  to  support Roosevelt. Now 
today the y  w a il o f “ be traya l.”  
and “ in g ra titu d e .”  Is  i t  true?  Do 
the S ta lin is ts  re a lly  have a r ig h t 
to speak o f “ b e tra ya l”  ? W ere the 
Honest S ta lin is ts  re a lly  deceived 
by the Bad N ew  Dealers w ith  
False Prom ises ?

The Socia lis t W orkers  P a rty  in 
its  press long ago analyzed the 
venal and degenerate co rru p tio n  
o f the S ta lin is t leadership. One 
th in g , however, we never charged 
aga inst B row de r and h is  lackeys 
■—we never said they were so s tu ­
pid as to  honestly  “ believe”  in 
the  New  Deal they  supported. I t  
was p rec ise ly  the fa c t  th a t they 
a lw ays knew  fro m  the beginning 
the falseness o f Roosevelt’s p rom ­
ises to  the  masses, th a t they un ­
derstood com ple te ly  the  sham 
cha rac te r o f his “ re fo rm s” — i t  was 
precisely th is  fa c t  th a t made the 
S ta lin is t be tra ya l so m uch m ore 
heinous and c rim ina l.

T H E Y  K N E W  B E T TE R  
IN  1933-1935

To prove th is , i t  is  on ly  neces­
sa ry  to  tu rn  back to  the  S ta lin ­
is ts ’ analysis o f the f irs t  years o f 
Roosevelt. Leav ing  aside fo r  the 
m om ent the  e d ito r ia l pages of 
t he D a ily  W orke r where, day a f • 
te r  day, the  S ta lin is ts  in  T h ird  
Period de lir iu m  described Roose­
v e lt  as a “ Fasc is t” — le t  us c ite  
exc lus ive ly  fro m  the m ore sober, 
m ere c a re fu lly  prepared “ Labor 
F a c t B ook”  o f the S ta lin is ts , pub­
lished by  In te rn a tio n a l P ub lish­
ers, us ing the 'vo lum es o f 1934 
and 1936, where the N ew  Deal 
measures were c a re fu lly  re­
viewed.

Here is w h a t the y  said T H E N :!

“ In  th e ir  a tte m p t to  find  a w ay 
ou t o f the cris is , the  c a p ita lis t 
class and its  governm ent in  
W ash ing ton  have used various 
tactics. E specia lly  since the  in au ­
g u ra tio n  o f Roosevelt on M arch  
4, 1933, one p rogram  a f te r  an­
o th e r has been announced as a 
w ay to  ‘recovery.’ (Please note—  
no t the People’s G overnm ent then 
— b u t “ the  c a p ita lis t class and its  
governm ent." C. A .) '

A b o u t N R A : “ N IR A  is the key­
stone o f the  Roosevelt ‘N ew  Deal’ 
s truc tu re . T h is  ac t g re a tly  accel­
erates the developm ent o f m on­

opoly cap ita lism  in  the  U n ited  
States.”  F o r  exam ple: "T he  iro n  
and steel code, according to a re ­
cent Federal Trade Commission 
report, placed dom ina tion  o f the 
policies o f the  steel in d u s try  in 
the hands o f the m a jo r u n its ; re ­
su lted in  sharp price increases 
and price f ix in g ; and legalized 
m onopo lis tic  practises and aim s 
p rev iously  by the Com m ission.”

H ow  about the w o rkers  under 
Roosevelt? The S ta lin is ts  to ld  \ is  
then—

“ The so-called ‘r ig h t  to  o rgan ­
ize and ba rga in  co llec tive ly  
th rou gh  representatives o f th e ir  
own choosing,’ has proved to  be a 
delusion fo r  w o rke rs  and a weap- 

j on fo r  em ployers to  p reven t o r­
gan iza tion  and / o r  fo rce  th rou gh  
th e ir  com pany union schemes."

“ The open shop has been lega l­
ized by the inc lus ion in  the au to ­
m obile code o f the notorious ‘m e r­
i t '  clause as w e ll as by Roose­
ve lt's  s ta tem e n t in  a le tte r  to  
General Johnson, ‘c la r ify in g ’ Sec­
tion  7 (a ) and s ta tin g  th a t  ‘there 
is no th ing  in  the prov is ion o f Sec­
tion  7 (a ) to  in te rfe re  w ith  the 
bona fide exercise o f the  r ig h t  of 
an em ployer to  select, re ta in , o r  
advance employees on the basis 
o f in d iv id u a l m e rit. ’

"T h a t s tr ike -b re a k in g  is one o f 
the ch ie f a im s o f N R A  has been 
proven by  Recovery A d m in is tra ­
to r 's  s ta tem ents, code provisions, 
agreem ents p ro h ib it in g  s trikes , 
and published advice fro m  N R A  
encourag ing estab lishm ent o f| 
s tr ik e -b re a k in g  m ach inery .”

On the  N a tion a l Labor B oard :
De lay, exhausting  the physica l 
endurance and financ ia l resources 
of the s tr ike rs , w h ile  a t the same 
tim e  g iv in g  the em ployers am ple | 
t im e  to  fo r t i f y  th e ir  a lready 
s trong  positions, has been the 
p rin c ip a l ta c tic  em ployed by  the 
labo r boards in  w eakening w o rk ­
ers’ m ilita n c y .”

“ The N R A  has widened the gap 
between the purchas ing  power o f 
the consum ing masses and the 
cost o f liv in g ."  I t  f ir s t  established 
a fixed and ve ry  low  level o f w ag­
es.”

On the  Roosevelt B udge t: The 
Roosevelt budget is designed to 
suppo rt the  to tte r in g  financ ia l 
s truc tu re , to  reduce the taxes o f 
the c a p ita lis t class to  a m in im um , 
8nd c a rry  th rou gh  the in fla tio n  
scheme, a ll a t  the expense o f the 
w o rk in g  masses.”

YES, T H E Y  S A ID  T H IS  
IN  T H E S E  E A R L Y  D A Y S !

On P W A : “ The en tire  p lan  of 
the  P ub lic  W orks  A d m in is tra tio n  
has been revealed as la rg e ly  a 
p ro g ra m  fo r  w a r prepara tions,

and as a scheme to create i l lu ­
sions am ong the w o rk in g  masses 
and to  tu rn  them  aw ay fro m  the 
s trugg le  fo r  unem ploym ent and 
social insurance."

On N egro w o rke rs : “ Condi­
tions o f Negroes have g row n  
worse under the N R A . W ith  the 
adoption o f N R A  codes thousands 
have been fired  and replaced by 
w h ite  w o rke rs  on jobs where N e­
groes were being pa id less than 
the established m in im um  wage 
scales. Low  N R A  wage m in i-  
m um s were considered ‘too much 
m oney fo r  Negroes.’ The Federal 
governm ent its e lf  has given lega l 
sanction to  th is  d isc rim in a tio n  
po licy, long the p rac tice  o f south­
ern em ployers, by p ro v id in g  lo w ­
er wage scales in  southern states 
aim ed especially a t the Negroes. 
B lack  w o rke rs  in  some instances 
are exem pt even fro m  the lo w  
m in im um s o f the code.”

The S ta lin is ts  today could con­
g ra tu la te  themselves upon th e ir  
expert analysis o f the  New  Deal. 
They could te ll the w o rke rs  th a t 
they predicted a ll a long the pres­
ent d rive  aga inst organized labor; 
by Roosevelt, the continuance of 
the cris is , the  p ro spe rity  a t the 
top fo r  the  b ig  corpora tions, .the 
banks and the w ho le  pa ras itic  
S ix ty  fam ilies , the g r in d in g  pov­
e r ty  a t the bo ttom  back in  1934, 
they understood c o rre c tly  the real 
cha rac te r o f the New  Deal.

B u t they w il l  n o t so rem ind 
the w orkers. Because every re ­
m inde r w ou ld  evoke the  b it te r  

, response: “ I f  you  knew  then, 
w h y  did  you lie  to  us a fte r-  

j w a rds? ”

T H E N  A N D  N O W , T H E Y  
S E R V E  S T A L IN ’S G A M E

Yes, the  S ta lin is ts  knew  ju s t 
| w ho Roosevelt was, and w h a t he 
I represented. B u t then came the 
o rder fro m  Moscow. S ta lin ’s fo r ­
eign po licy , fro m  1935 u n t il 1939, 
required p la y in g  ba ll w ith  
Roosevelt. I t  d id  no t m a tte r  to 
B row de r and his gang th a t  Roose­
ve lt, before and a fte r  1935, was 
the same Roosevelt, th a t  in  the 
years 1935-1939 h is measures 
aga inst the w o rke rs  increased. 
S ta lin 's  voice was louder in  th e ir  
ears than the anguished voices 
o f the h u n g ry  and jobless. W ith  
th e ir  s k i l l fu l propaganda, they 
set about m a k in g  Roosevelt in to  
a  lam b.

A nd now, a f te r  five  years o f 
service o f th is  k in d  to  Roosevelt, 
S ta lin  has ordered a new change. 
N o w  they c ry  o u t aga ins t Roose­
ve lt. F o r how  long?  F o r  w h a t 
purpose? N O T  on beha lf o f the 
masses whom  they so lo ng  tied  to 
Roosevelt! Now , as before, the y  
are do ing S ta lin ’s d ir ty  w o rk .

are sent fro m  K ha rkov , K ie ff, 
and M insk.

So fa r  the  a u tho ritie s  have re ­
fra in ed  fro m  m uch an ti-re lig ious  
propaganda. C lerics w ho engage 
in  p o lit ic a l a c tiv itie s  are perse­
cuted, b u t fo r  p o lit ic a l reasons 
an*d n o t as expressions o f an an­
ti- re lig io u s  drive. The separa tion 
o f chu rch  and State, one o f the 
card ina l po in ts  in  the old Bolshe­
v is t p rogram , was n o t included 
in  the agenda o f the N a tio n a l A s ­
semblies.

A l l  spheres o f com m unal life  
in  the occupied te rr ito r ie s , whe­
th e r economic, p o lit ic a l o r  c u ltu r ­
al, are in  a s ta te  o f flux . N o th in g  
is defin ite , save one th in g , the de­
te rm in a tio n  o f the  M oscow gov­
e rnm ent to  m a in ta in  absolute 
con tro l. The new m asters show 
an unconcealed d isapprova l o f a ll, 
even Soviet, fo rm s  o f loca l se lf- 
governm ent.

W ill the S oviet reg im e be able, 
to  establish its e lf  f irm ly  in  the 
fo rm e r Polish provinces? In te r ­
nal d ifficu ltie s  w ill be ce rta in ly  
great. The Russians w il l  have to  
overcome considerable resistance, 
both Polish and U k ra in ia n . B u t 
the chances o f estab lish ing  the 
new reg im e w il l  no t depend so 
m uch on in te rn a l fac to rs  as on 
the developm ent o f the in te rn a ­
tio n a l s itu a tio n  and the course o f 
re la tions between M oscow and 
B erlin .

UMW SCORES 
CUTS IN AID 
TO JOBLESS

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
discussion and denounced the U.S. 
Bureau o f M ines as “ a n ti-un ion .”  
He a ttacked  Secre tary Ickes fo r  
p rev iously  ig n o rin g  the recom ­
m endation o f the U n ite d  M ine 
W orke rs  and demanded a voice 
in the selection o f the Bureau 's 
next d irec to r.

“ W e kno w  w h a t the  coal oper­
a to rs  o f th is  c o u n try  w a n t,”  Lew ­
is exclaim ed. “ They w a n t to  con­
tinue  w h a t the y  consider to  be 
th e ir  ina lienab le  r ig h t  to  bu tcher 
m e n  in  the m in ing , in d u s try , rath? 
er than  spend the m oney to  m ake 
the m ines safe.

“ . . . No m em ber o f the  Federa l 
Congress has been requ ired to  
ga the r up the  charred rem ains o f 
m en burned to  death in  the  m ines 
and to  c a rry  these b u rn t bodies to  
the undertaker. I f  the m em bers o f 
the  Congress had done th is ,”  he 
continued sarcas tica lly , “ t h e y  
w ould find  tim e  to  take  five  m in ­
utes to  pass a t least the Neely 
B il l . ”

Demand L a w  A s R ig h t
Lew is  added th a t the m iners 

"do n o t ask the  passage o f the 
N eely B i l l  as a favo r, the y  de­
m and i t  as a r ig h t.”

The 82 page O fficers’ re p o rt 
po in ted o u t th a t the B ureau  o f 
M ines was g u ilty  o f a  “ series of 
bu reaucra tic  regu la tions, a n d  
pussyfoo ting  the rea l issues.”  The 
im port fu r th e r  po in ted ou t th a t 
even i f  the  Neely B il l becomes 
law , its  effects w i l l  be n u llified  
unless the Bureau o f M ines is o r­
ganized to  “ exclude the present 
ev ils  o f incompetence, in experi­
ence and the tra n s fe r o f funds to  
re la tiv e ly  u n im p o rta n t fun c tions .”

The convention w e n t on record 
fo r  v igorous action  to  fo rce  pas­
sage o f the N eely M ine S afe ty 
B i l l  in  the House, where i t  now 
rests in  the Rules Com m ittee.

F o r A n ti-L y n c h  L a w
The convention also passed 

reso lu tions endorsing federa l an­
t i- ly n c h in g  le g is la tio n  and in ­
s truc ted  the In te rn a tio n a l officers 
to  w o rk  fo r  passage o f “ an a n t i­
lyn ch in g  b ill in  th is  session o f 
Congress."

The convention lashed ou t 
fie rce ly  aga inst the  Dies Com­
m ittee  w h ich  i t  described as " th e  
g rea test ach ievem ent”  o f a n t i­
la bo r forces th a t  specialize in  
“ s k il lfu l propaganda to  dem ora l­
ize and tu rn  the  com m u n ity  
aga inst organized la bo r.”

D is tr ic t  A u to n o m y Loses
A s in  every recent M in e rs  con­

vention , the  f ig h t fo r  the  res to ra ­
tio n  o f d is tr ic t  au tonom y took 
m ost tim e  and occupied g rea test 
a tte n tio n  under the discussion o f 
the O fficers Report. In  sp ite  o f 
the  determ ined f ig h t  o f num erous 
delegates fro m  W est V irg in ia  and 
I llin o is  fo r  the  re s to ra tio n  o f d is ­
t r ic t  au tonom y, the  combined 
pressure o f  Lew is  and his lie u ­
tenants was su ffic ien t to  de feat 
the  m easure and to  fo rce  con tinu ­
ance o f the  o ld  po licy, w ith  pow ­
e r lodged in  t h j  hands o f the In ­
te rn a tio n a l E xecu tive  Boaxd to  
g ra n t each d is tr ic t  au tonom y as 
i t  sees f it .

The M ine rs  U n ion , one o f the 
m ost m il ita n t  and progressive in  
the  cou n try , continues to  be ru n  
in  a h ig h ly  a u to c ra tic  m anner by 
the  top  m achine headed by  Lew is.

Auto Workers 
Want Action

They Want Security On 
The Job And A Decent 
Living —  And Nothing 
Less Will Serve

B y J U L E S  G E L L E K
F L IN T , M ich iga n— A  mass ra l ly  o f 5,000 Gen­

era l M o to rs  w o rke rs  here on Jan ua ry  21 served to  
underline  w ith  s ta r t l in g  c la r ity  bo th  the  g ro w in g  
m ilita n c y  o f the au to  w o rke rs  and the  in ca p a c ity  
o f the o ffic ia l un ion leaders to  m ake progressive 
use o f the f ig h t in g  s p ir it  o f the un ion men.

M uch the g rea tes t stress was placed, by George 
Addes, In te rn a tio n a l S ecre tary T reasu re r o f  the 
U n ited  A u to  W orke rs  (C IO ), upon the  need fo r  
“ resp o n s ib ility ”  and condem nation o f o u tlaw  
s trikes .

The present leaders are unable to  understand 
the  c u rre n t wave o f un rest and o u tc ry  fo r  action 
w h ich  is sha k in g  every p la n t to  its  foundations. 
T h e ir on ly  answer to the pressure o f the ranks  is 
a decree aga inst “ irresponsib le”  slow-downs and 
s trikes.

Fundamental Needs Cry Out
The wave o f sporadic slow-downs and repeated 

s trugg les  w h ich  break ou t d a ily  in  p la n t a fte r  
p lan t, in  a s o rt o f disorganized g u e r illa  w a rfa re  
aga inst the corpora tions, expresses the fa c t  th a t 
the au to  w o rke rs  are being pressed to  the w a ll 
by th e ir  bosses.

The au to  w o rke rs  are lo o k in g  desperately fo r  a 
so lu tion  to  th e ir  need fo r  secu rity , a steady job. 
Men on the p roduction  line  are restless, j i t te r y ,  
ill-tem pe red  . . . lo o k in g  fo r  a w a y  ou t o f th e ir  
in secu rity , t r y in g  to  find  an answ er to  th e ir  need 
fo r  a jo b— no t s ix  m onths ou t o f the year, no t 
sub ject to  the w h im  o f D u P ont o r Sloane— b u t a 
guaranteed incom e tw elve m onths ou t o f the year, 
every year, day in  and day out. Now  production  
goes up, several thousands m ore go to  w o rk —  
next m on th  o u t they go. F rom  th is  fundam enta l 
s itu a tio n  arise the d a ily  protests.

Those w ith  the courage to  see the t r u th  recog­
nize th a t to  secure the ju s tifia b le  demands o f the 
w o rke rs  means a m ost determ ined b a ttle  aga inst 
the corpora tions— and aga inst the power o f the 
sta te  w h ich  w ou ld  undoubted ly be m ustered to 
back the corpora tions.

Ranks Unafraid of Struggle
The ra n k  and file  is no t a fra id  o f th is  prospect. 

They showed i t  a t  the  ra lly ,  as they stamped, 
cheered and shouted lu s t i ly  every tim e  the 30 
ho u r week a t 40 hours pay was so m uch as 
m entioned. I t  is th is  s p ir it  o f s tru g g le  w h ich  the 
“ leaders”  fe a r to  unleash. They have not fo rg o t­
ten the  sit-dow ns.

Since th is  m eeting, the General M o to rs  D e p a rt­
m en t o f the  U A W  has published in  the un ion pa­
pe r the demands i t  in tends to  sub m it to  the co r­
po ra tion .

Thereos a  pe cu lia r separation, o f these demands, 
in to  tw o  categories— “ im m ed ia te ”  and “ basic.”  
A cco rd in g  to  th is  a rb it ra ry  separa tion, the  U A W  
n e g o tia tin g  com m ittee  w i l l  ask on ly  rou tine  im ­
provem ents in  grievance procedure and in  sen ior­
i t y  regu la tions in  the  pa rleys w ith  General M o­
tors.

The “ basic”  dem ands: (1) G uaranteed annual 
wage, 30-hour week o f f iv e  s ix -h ou r days fo r  
40-hours pa y ; (2) Com plete reco gn ition  o f shop 
s tew ard  system ; (3) V aca tions w ith  pay fo r  a l l 
employees covered by  the  co n tra c t; etc.— none o f 
these w i l l  be presented in  the present parleys 
w ith  the corpora tion . They w i l l  be le f t  to  ga the r 
dust u n t i l  a f te r  the  N L R B  elections.

In  o th e r words, the  U A W  is o ffe r in g  in  re a lity  
on ly  a ro u tin e  p rog ram  w h ich  cannot by  any 
measure be said to  m eet the rea l demands o f the 
w o rke rs . I f  the co rpo ra tion  refuses to  g ra n t even 
the ro u tin e  demands, the  au to  w o rke rs  w i l l  be 
faced w ith  the  prospect o f a  long  and d e b ilita t in g  
s tr ik e  a t the  end o f w h ich  a v ic to ry  w i l l  b r in g  
them  no nearer th e ir  rea l goal.

On the  o th e r hand, i f  the co rp o ra tion  g ra n ts  
the rou tine  demands, the x'eal issue w i l l  on ly  be 
postponed. The N L R B  elections w i l l  p robab ly  be 
held a f te r  the peak o f the p roduc tion  season. N o  
effective  s tru g g le  can be waged in  s lack season 
fo r  the “ basic”  demands.

B u t the ran ks  are g e ttin g  tire d  o f w a it in g . The 
g la r in g  in jus tice s  o f the  system  o f p r iv a te  p ro fit  
is becom ing in creas ing ly  unbearable.

The Money Is There!
General M o to rs  w i l l  declare a ne t p ro fit  fo r  

1939 o f a t least $150,000,000. O ne -fou rth  o f th is  
trem endous lo o t sweated o u t o f the w o rke rs  w i l l  
go to  the D u P on t dynasty, a ll the rest to  a sm all 
g roup o f coupon-clippers. T h a t ne t p ro fit  w ou ld  
p u t 100,000 unem ployed to  w o rk  in  the p la n t a t a 
y e a rly  average wage o f abou t $1500.

T h in k  o f i t !  100,000 men could be g iven  a yea r- 
round guaranteed wage, the w o rk  week could be 
c u t down to  20 hours and the same productive  
capac ity  preserved, i f  . . .  i f  the au to  w o rke rs  
w ou ld  take  back w h a t r ig h t fu l ly  belongs to  them .

The g ro w in g  re a liza tio n  o f these fa c ts  is w h a t 
is causing tu n n o il and un rest in  the auto p lants. 
A  desire to  re c t ify  the  s itu a tio n , to  b reak  the  
bonds and chains w h ich  ho ld down production, 
w h ich  lo ck  o u t hundreds o f thousand's o f w o rk ­
ers, is w h a t is b r in g in g  abou t the  so-called “ o u t­
la w ”  actions in  waves in  the  plants.

I t  is c lear the U A W  leadership docs n o t take 
seriously  a s tru g g le  fo r  the  rea l in te res ts  o f the 
au to  w orkers . They are fr ig h te n e d  by the  pros­
pect o f the  s trugg le . In s o fa r as the demands o f 
the  w o rke rs  are advanced a t a ll, i t  is  under pres­
sure fro m  the ranks, as m ere lip -serv ice . O n ly  the 
o rgan iza tion  o f th is  pressure aga inst the  R euther- 
Thom as leadership w i l l  p u t the s tru g g le  fo r  the  
rea l demands o f the  au to  w o rke rs  on the  o rder of 
the  day.

A  w om an w ith  a  h ig h  bred a ir, c a rry in g  a 
Pekinese under he r arm , entered a  M inneapo lis  
s to re  recently , and w hen the  dog showed signs 
o f th ir s t  she too k  i t  ove r to  the  w a te r fo u n ta in  
and gave the  beast a  d r in k . Seeing th is , a  f lo o r­
w a lk e r t im id ly  suggested th a t  “ O u r custom ers 
m ig h t n o t lik e  to  d r in k  a f te r  a  dog.”  H e a rin g  
th is , the  la d y  is f r ig h t fu l ly  take n  aback. “ Oh, 
pardon me,”  she exc la im ed: “ I  th o u g h t th a t  fo u n ­
ta in  was fo r  y o u r c le rk s !”
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In the World of Labor
By Paul G. Stevens =

Jewish "Bund" Leaders"
Arrested by Stalin in Poland

FIGHT W ITH THE SOCIALIST 
WORKERS PARTY FOR:

1. A  job  and a decent liv ing- fo r  every w o rke r.
2. Open th e  Idle fac to ries— operate them  under 

w o rke rs ’ con tro l.
3. A  T w e n ty -B illio n  d o lla r Federa l pub lic  w o rks  

and housing program .
4. T h ir ty - th ir ty — $80-weekly m in im um  wage— 30- 

hour w eek ly  m ax im um  fo r  a l l w o rke rs  on a ll jobs.
5. T h ir ty  d o lla r w eek ly  old-age and d is a b ility  

pension.
6. E x p ro p ria te  the  S ix ty  F am ilies.
7. A l l  w a r funds to  th e  unemployed.
8. A  people’s re ferendum  on any and a ll wars.
9. N o  secret d ip lom acy.

10. A n  independent La b o r P a rty .
11. W orke rs ’ Defense G uards aga inst v ig ila n te  and 

Fasc is t a ttacks .
12. F u ll social, p o lit ic a l and economic eq ua lity  fo r  

the  N egro people.

Defend Joe Ryan
Thurman Arnold, head of the “ anti-trust” —  

union-busting —  division o f the Department o f 
Justice, whose inventive brain lias cooked up 
enough pretexts to apply the Sherman Anti- 
Trust Law to over 400 trade union leaders now 
under indictment, w ith any number more indict­
ments to  come, has found a new justification for 
this policy.

“ And finally,”  he said in a speech last Satur­
day (quoted in the New York Times, Jan. 28), 
“ the Sherman act can protect the labor movement 
from enemies w ith in its ranks. . . . W ithout the 
intervention o f the Sherman act, it  is possible for 
selfish men w ith in a labor union to work them­
selves into positions of autocratic power and ter­
rorize the members o f that union into helpless 
submission to activities the purpose o f which is 
only personal power.”

This was a clever thrust at Joe Ryan, head of 
the International Longshoremen’s Association, 
the latest to be indicted by Arnold. Clever, for it 
is unquestionable that Ryan is an autocrat, that 
he terrorizes militants in his union, and that his 
personal power is a prime consideration with 
him. Clever— but false.

Ryan’s role is, like that o f all trade union bu­
reaucrats (including Stalin), a dual one. On the 
one hand, he operates fo r his own personal pow­
er, beating down opposition w ithin the union; to 
keep his power he w ill make concessions to the 
bosses which are inimical to the interests of the 
union membership. On the other hand, however, 
the union must exist and flourish, and that means 
its members must benefit from it, i f  Ryan is to 
have any power at all. Hence the purpose o f 
Ryan’s activities is N O T “ only personal power.”  
H is personal fate is tied up with the destiny o f 
the union. And a blow' by the bosses or their gov­
ernment against Ryan is a blow against the 
union.

Ryan's crimes against the trade union move­
ment, arising from his autocratic rule, are not 
at all the reasons why the government is prose­
cuting him. On the contrary, he is indicted fo r 
activities on the O T H E R  side o f his dual role—  
activities which are building his union. He is in­
dicted, not fo r lack o f democracy in the union, 
but because fo r the sake o f the union he is mak­
ing trouble for some lumber companies. That in 
this particular case the lumber companies are try ­
ing to hide behind a CIO local, which has in­
vaded the jurisdiction of the longshoremen and 
teamsters, does not obscure the fundamental 
fa c t: the government is after Ryan because the 
government is the agent o f the bosses whom 
Ryan is fighting.

The United States government is not the um­
pire that Arnold pretends it is— pretends, because 
he knows better. One o f the persons w'ho heard 
Arnold ’s speech asked him why he didn’t go a f­
ter the California banker-” farmers”  to rectify 
the conditions depicted by “ The Grapes o f 
W rath.”  Arnold answered, “ those matters are 
largely a matter o f personnel in the office o f the 
Department of Justice.”  That’s a bald-faced lie. 
They have just the personnel intended for the 
department— a personnel to fight against unions 
and to protect bosses.

W e’ve got our grievances against Ryan. But 
they are grievances W IT H IN  the labor move­
ment. Against the bosses, and against their 
agents like Arnold, we’ll defend Ryan uncondi­
tionally.

For A  Free Poland
Like all the other creatures of the Versailles 

system, the regime established in Poland after 
the last war w'as a monstrous abortion which 
placed millions o f Ukrainians, Germans, Byelo 
Russians, and Jew's at the mercy of a ruling 
clique o f Polish colonels and landlords who gov­
erned w ith rifle and knout for nearly 20 years. 
The mass of Polish workers and peasants suf­
fered along with their brothers of other nation­
alities under the lash o f Pilsudski and his suc­
cessors, Smigly-Rydz and Jozef Beck.

This explained the easy pricking o f the Polish 
bubble by H itle r’s war machine. This was why 
the much-vaunted Polish state fell to pieces un­
der the first impact o f a m ilitary blow. Today the 
Poles have passed under the Nazi yoke. The 
Ukrainians and Byelo Russians have fallen to 
the tender mercies o f the Stalinist bureaucracy 
and the Jews have simply exchanged the Relish 
yoke fo r that o f the Nazis and o f Stalin.

Meanwhile on French soil the Polish colonels 
have set up a government-in-exile to retain the 
possibility of re-establishing their power after 
the Allied victory they hope w ill result from the 
present w'ar. They have brought the aged and 
quavering Paderew'ski out o f retirement to be­
come “ president”  and through him offer the 
Polish people once more their lush promises: 
“ Respect for democratic ideas w ill be the guid­
ing principle o f future Polish regimes . . . dem­
ocratic equality . . . individual liberty . . .”

But who are the people for whom Paderewski 
speaks ? Permit us to take as authority the organ 
o f the ultra-conservative and ultra-ultra-subserv­
ient Jews of this country, the American Jewish 
Committee’s Contemporary Jewish Record, 
which finds in the regime o f exiles at Angiers, 
France, the same gang that subjected Jews to 
vile oppression long, long before H itle r rose to 
power. It  discovers “ confirmed anti-Semites in 
the cabinet . . . sporadic and very minor ( ! )  in­
stances o f anti-Semitism in the Polish legion . . .”

No, these are not the people who wdll build a 
free Poland. They and their mentors in the A l­
lied chancelleries seek only the opportunity to re­
establish their power over the mangled and thrice 
oppressed minorities o f that country. No, a free 
and independent Poland w ill be created by the 
Polish workers and peasants in common struggle 
wdth the masses o f Byelo Russia and the U k­
raine and the workers of Germany and the U.S.- 
S.R. I t  w ill be created when the 25,000,000 Poles 
establish their own state in which no other race 
or national m inority is oppressed, a state which 
w ill take its place w ith the other free nations and 
people o f the continent in a United Socialist 
States of Europe.

Sailor Beware
The Sailors Union o f the Pacific is unques­

tionably in the vanguard, not only o f maritime 
unionism, but o f the labor movement as a whole. 
I t  survived and flourishes mainly because it 
learned how to struggle correctly against two 
evils: Stalinism and the U. S. government’s va­
rious union-busting moves.

Not everybody in the union, however, learned 
the lessons o f those struggles. Some vocal people 
wrote and presented a resolution supporting 
“ poor little  Finland”  and condemning all at­
tempts to “ keep us unprepared” ; and got it 
adopted at Seattle and Frisco membership meet-
togs-

We know that the mere passage o f such a res­
olution at a membership meeting may not mean 
much : many militants may not be present, nobody 
expects such a resolution, etc., and the resolu­
tion gets by. Nevertheless, it  is an alarming 
sign that this can happen in such an outstand­
ingly progressive movement as the S.U.P.

Any sailor who wants to know concretely 
what is being defended in Finland should go 
aboard some o f the Finn ships that are now 
docked in American ports. You w ill not find 
worse conditions anywhere. S.U.P. members got 
so many raw deals from the Stalinists that they 
hate anything connected with Stalinism— B U T 
we’d like to remind them that they never joined 
up with the cops, Dies or any other boss-gov­
ernmental crowd in fighting the Stalinists. But 
that’s just w'hat anybody does who thinks he’s 
fighting Stalinism by lin ing up with Hoover, 
Roosevelt, Chamberlain & Co. in Finland.

As for keeping “ us”  prepared, that’s what the 
U.S. Maritime Commission’s job is in the mer­
chant marine. And i f  you really believe in pre­
paredness under a capitalist government, then 
the Maritime Commission is absolutely r ig h t: the 
merchant marine must serve as an auxiliary to 
the navy, and that means that the needs and de­
sires o f the sailors must give way before the 
needs and desires of the shipowmers and their 
government. But anybody who defends the M ar­
itime Commission is correctly called a fink. Take 
your choice, brother sailors: i f  you’re fo r pre­
paredness, you’re for the Maritime Commission 
and all its crimes against the sailors.

We don’t thinks that resolution speaks the 
mind o f the sailors!

F ro m  a New  Y o rk  ana rch is t paper in  the Y id ­
dish language— the "F re ie  A rb e ite r  S tim m e” —  
we learn  o f the a rre s t in  Grodno, S oviet Poland, 
o f tw o  leaders o f the Jew ish “ B und” . The "B u nd ”  
is the Jew ish S oc ia lis t F edera tion  w h ich  opera t­
ed fo r  some fo u r  decades in  w h a t once was the 
Republic o f Poland.

Invo lved  in  th is  case are n o t o ld  line  leaders 
o f the "B u n d " who made th e ir  peace w ith  the 
governm ent o f the colonels, b u t tw o  younger m il­
itan ts . H u rv itc h  and S h ifris , the tw o  arrested 
"B u n d is ts ” , are in  th e ir  e a rly  th irtie s . B o th  were 
active  propagandists engaged in  the day to  day 
s trugg les o f the w orkers. H u rv itc h  had been the 
leader o f the jo in t  fra c tio n  o f Jew ish, P olish and 
Byelo-Russian socia lists in  the C ity  Council o f 
Grodno. In  the course o f his ac tiv itie s , he was 
arrested tim e  and again by the governm ent o f 
the colonels and spent a good p a r t o f th e  la s t 
few  years under the repub lic  in  Colonel B eck’s 
ja ils . N ow  he has been sentenced to fifte en  and 
S h ifr is  to  s ix  years ’ im prisonm en t by S ta lin ’s 
“ lib e ra to rs ".

S ta lin  cannot cover up th is  crim e and the hun­
dreds o f others lik e  i t  by p o in tin g  to the n a tio n ­
a liza tio n  o f the land in  the occupied te rrito rie s . 
W ere H u rv itc h  and S h ifr is  enemies o f the ex­
p ro p ria tio n  o f the landowners and o f w o rke rs ' 
con tro l in  the fac to rie s?  T h e ir years in  ja i l  are 
tes tim on y  to  the con tra ry . To S ta lin  th e ir  c rim e 
la y  in  th e ir  oppos ition  to  his bureaucracy. W e 
so lidarize ourselves w ith  these v ic tim s  o f the 
G .P.U. and w ith  the m any others w ho langu ish  
in  S ta lin ’s ja ils  fo r  th e ir  w o rk in g  class convic­
tions. T h e ir lib e ra tio n  as w e ll as the  best defense 
o f the Soviet U n ion demands a re lentless s tru g ­
gle fo r  the ove rth row  o f the despots in  the K re m ­
lin .

A New Paper Issued 
By Our Belgian Comrades

Once again the "n e u tra l"  B e lg ian governm ent 
has come down on the heads o f o u r va lia n t com­
rades o f the R e vo lu tion a ry  Socia lis t P a rty . J i t ­
te ry  over the rum ors o f an im pend ing Germ an 
invasion the governm ent has s tru c k  . . .  on the 
home fro n t. L a  L u tto  O uvrie re, o ffic ia l organ of 
the R.S.P. is no lo ng er pe rm itte d  to  appear.

N o t a t a ll nonplussed by the  action, o u r com­
rades o f the Brussels F edera tion  o f the  p a rty  
have issued a new paper, L ’A c tio n  Socialiste. To 
rub i t  in , the f irs t  issue o f L ’A c tion  Socia liste

■ -  by Dwight
Good News^for Stockholders

The D e pa rtm en t o f Commerce has ju s t  released 
figu res on la s t yea r's  n a tion a l income w h ich  we 
m ay expect Roosevelt to  tu rn  to  p o lit ic a l advan­
tage in  his n e x t fireside chat. A cco rd in g  to  the  
D e pa rtm en t’s ca lcu la tions, in  1939 to ta l in d iv id ­
ual incomes came to  $69,700,000,000, w h ich  is 
$3,400,000,000 h igh e r tha n  the 1938 to ta l. On­
w a rd  and upw ard w ith  the New  Deal!

B u t the re  is one d e ta il the  P resident w on’t  
dw e ll on: the fa c t th a t d iv idend paym ents la s t 
yea r were 15 per cen t h ighe r tha n  in  1938, w h ile  
the  am oun t pa id  o u t fo r  wages and salaries in ­
creased on ly  5 per cent.

T h is  means th a t  the c a p ita lis t system  is m ore 
unbalanced th a n  ever, since wage-earners spend 
p ra c tic a lly  a ll th e ir  income, w h ile  investors save 
up to  as m uch as h a lf th e ir  income. There  is too 
m uch surp lus cap ita l ( th e  resu lt o f these sav­
ings) a lready piled up seeking a  p ro fita b le  o u t­
le t  fo r  investm ent. W h a t is  necessary fo r  the  
system ’s hea lth  is m ore m arke ts , th a t is, m ore 
spending. The dynam ics o f cap ita lism , however, 
m ake i t  inev itab le  th a t, as the S tru c tu re  o f 
A m erican  Econom y po in ted ou t (p. 91 ): “ A s in ­
come expands, bo th  expenditu re on consum ption 
and cu rre n t savings can be expected to  increase, 
b u t the increase in  the  la t te r  w i l l  be lik e ly  to 
be ve ry  m uch m ore rap id .”  The p re d ic tion  has 
been borne o u t by the figures on 1939 income.

Behind the War Drive
T h is  m a tte r  o f “ ove r-sav in g " is the theme o f 

a le tte r  sent me recen tly  fro m  A k ro n :

"Y o u r tw o  colum ns on the re p o rt o f the N a ­
tio n a l Resources C om m ittee were qu ite  fa vo ra b ly  
received here. I  question one s ta tem ent you m ake 
in  the Janua ry  6 issue. Y ou  w r ite  o f the  po la riz ­
in g  tendencies o f p o ve rty  and w ea lth , and say:

carries  an a rtic le  w r it te n  by P au l Spaak, "so­
c ia lis t”  F o re ign  M in is te r o f B elg ium , in  1933—  
when he was s t i l l  a h o t " le f t is t" .  The a rtic le  is 
en titled  “ A g a in s t N a tion a l Defense”  and w inds 
up w ith  the fo llo w in g  r in g in g  w ords:

“ In  any case, a lways, everywhere, w ith o u t 
weakening, we m ust refuse to  abdicate before the 
so-called general in te re s t and continue w ith  our 
propaganda a long the lines o f th is  c lear and cor­
rec t slogan: “ N o  na tiona l defense under a cap­
ita l is t  reg im e” .

In c id e n ta lly , L ’A c tio n  Socia liste was also the  
name o f Spaak’s paper in his rad ica l days.

Soldiers Attack Meetings 
Of Militants in Australia

F rom  the Sydney, A u s tra lia  H era ld  o f Janu­
a ry  1 we learn o f some e x c itin g  a c t iv ity  on the 
p a r t  o f our A u s tra lia n  comrades.

On New  Y ea r’s Day, the C om m unist League 
o f A u s tra lia  (T ro ts k y is ts ) as w e ll as the S ta lin  
is t p a r ty  held mass m eetings on the fam ous 
Sydney D om ain, the cen ter o f rad ica l a c t iv ity  in  
th a t c ity . Suddenly an organized group o f sol­
diers and sa ilo rs appeared, w ith  a fo llo w in g  o f 
about tw o  hundred. The leaders declared th e ir  
in te n tio n  openly: they  were ou t to  break up the 
tw o  meetings.

Soon some 15,000 w o rke rs  gathered on the 
Dom ain and a b a ttle  ensued. O n ly  the im m ed i­
ate appearance o f special de ta ils  o f police p re­
vented the  soldiers and sa ilors fro m  a gruesome 
fa te  a t the  hands o f the enraged w orkers . A s i t  
is, several were sent to  the hospita l.

“ C o n tra ry  to  th e ir  usual p rac tice ," says the 
Hera ld , “ the Com m unists flew  no flags, b u t fro m  
ano the r p la tfo rm  close by  banners were displayed 
by the C om m unist League o f A u s tra lia . One s ign 
read: "Defend Free Speech’ and another ‘B u ild  
W orke rs ’ Defense G uards’."

M any ra n k  and file  S ta lin is ts  made common 
cause w ith  ou r comrades around th e ir  banners. 
Discussions around the slogan “ B u ild  W o rke rs ’ 
Defense G uards”  took  place fo r  hours a fte r  the 
dem onstra tion  had ended. The slogan had ap­
p a re n tly  gained considerable popu la rity .

The dem onstra tion  its e lf  is  tes tim ony to the 
fa c t th a t the w o rke rs  o f the A u s tra lia n  m e trop ­
olis are con tinu ing  to re ta in  th e ir  a n ti-w a r m il­
itancy , w h ich  is in its e lf  a h ig h ly  encouraging 
sign. T h a t ou r comrades, m o s tly  young w o rkers  
in  th e ir  tw en ties, knew  how to  m obilize th is  m il­
ita n cy  is  evidenced by the newspaper account 
and augurs w e ll fo r  the fu r th e r  developm ent o f 
th a t section o f the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l.

‘Econom ica lly , th is  is u ltim a te ly  fa ta l fo r  a num ­
ber o f reasons, one o f them  being th a t the masses 
spend a lm ost a ll o f th e ir  incom e on consumers' 
goods (thus  keeping the  m a rk e t hum m ing ) w h ile  
the w e a lth y  spend com p ara tive ly  l i t t le  and p ile  
up  b igg e r savings (w h ich  can on ly  be used to 
bu ild  m ore fac to ries , whose products m us t then 
s t i l l  fu r th e r  crow d the m a rk e t) ?”

On th is  m y  correspondent com m ents: “ A f te r  
the in it ia l splurge o f p la n t expansion fo llo w in g  
the w a r, the percentage o f savings w h ich  w en t 
in to  new p la n t dw ind led and th a t  p o rtio n  w h ich  
w en t in to  non-productive  speculation (and cap ita l 
exp o rt) increased. T h is  trend , o f course, has been 
exaggerated in  the past ten years and especially 
since 1937. The second w a r m ay o ffe r the possi­
b i l i t y  o f p ro fita b le  p la n t expansion, b u t th is  is 
do ub tfu l. C e rta in ly  i t  w i l l  n o t be in  p ro po rtion  
to  th a t o f 25 years ago, and i t  w i l l  be confined 
to  sem i-heavy and heavy industries.

"A  g row ing , lu s ty  cap ita lism  goes th rou gh  the 
process you describe, bu t no t a dec lin ing  one. 
I  th in k  i t  w ou ld  be m ore correct to say th a t the 
enorm ous cap ita l accum ulation , ra th e r tha n  hav­
in g  the  dom estic e ffect o f increas ing technolog­
ica l unem ploym ent p r im a r ily , instead is  a m a in ­
sp ring  in  the  w a r m achine— seeking new ou tle ts  
in  in te rn a tio n a l spheres.”

I  accept the  em endation: A m erican  cap ita l now 
presses fo r  investm en t outside ra th e r than  inside 
the boundaries o f the U.S. B u t I  w ou ld  add an 
em endation o f m y  ow n : th a t the re  is a  th ird  
fie ld  in to  w h ich  cap ita l has poured w ith  g re a t 
volum e in  the la s t few  years: investm en t in  gov­
ernm ent debt. I  have repeatedly noted in  th is  
colum n the huge percentage o f bank ing  re ­
sources now invested in  governm ent notes and 
bonds. T h is  has im p lica tion s  bo th  as to  the w a r 
d rive  and as to  the advance o f fascism  in  th is  
coun try .

D O W N T O W N  L A B O R  FO R U M  
F rid a y  Feb. 2, 1940 a t 8 p. m. 

F E L IX  M O RRO W
E d ito r  Socia lis t Appeal 

W ill speak on
“ JOBS N O T B A T T L E S H IP S ”

a t
D ow ntow n La bo r Center 

51 E. 7 th  St. New  Y o rk  C ity  
Jo in t Auspiices D ow ntow n & 
Low er E a s t Side Branches. SWP.

. . R U S S IA N  B U L L E T IN  O U T  . .
The B u lle tin  o f the Russian Op­

position is out. The c u rre n t issue 
contains several a rtic les  b y  Leon 
T ro tsky • in c lu d in g  “ H it le r  and 
S ta lin — T w in  S ta rs ”  and "A g a in  
and Once A g a in  on the N a tu re  o f 
the S oviet S ta te .”

The B u lle tin  is ava ilab le  in 
New  Y o rk  a t the  fo llo w in g  book 
stores and newsstands: M odern 
Book Store, 27 U n iv e rs ity  P I.; 
F o re ign  News Depot, T im es Sq. 
B ld g .; B iederm an’s B ook Store, 
2nd Ave. a t  12th S t.; M eisel’s 
Book Store, G rand S L; Rand 
School Book Store, 15th St. and 
5 th  A ve .; 3rd Ave. and 14th St. 
'N W ) ;  '6 th  Ave. rind 42rul S t. 
(S E ).

SPARKS IN THE NEWS
Macdonald........

Seven Years Ago 
They Let H itler 
Take Over Power

B y  G EORGE S T E R N
On the n ig h t o f Jan. 30, 1933 in  a g re a t sem i­

co lon ia l m etropo lis  a fo rm e r m em ber o f the  C entra l 
Com m ittee o f the  G erm an C om m unist P a r ty  paced 
an a p a rtm e n t floo r pale and stra ined, his hands f is t ­
in g  and un fis tin g  convuls ive ly.

" I t  is  im possib le !”  he cried  aga in  and again. " Im ­
possible! W ith o u t even a  f ig h t!  I t  is  im possib le !”

B u t i t  was n o t impossible. I t  was a lready a  fac t. 
The g re a t C om m unist P a r ty  w ith  m illio ns  o f fo llo w ­
ers had m elted aw ay before H itle r .

I t  was the m ost c r it ic a l hour in  the po s t-w a r h is ­
to ry  o f the w o rk in g  class o f Europe. A nd  in  th a t hour 
the w o rke rs  o f G erm any were le f t  leaderless. The 
ch ie fs o f the vas t Social D em ocra tic  p a r ty  and trade  
unions were g ro v e llin g  before the new  chance llo r o f 
the Reich, o ffe rin g  h im  suppo rt w h ich  he con tem ptu­
ously spurned. The g re a t C om m unist apparatus 
crum bled, its  leaders p a n ic -s tr icke n ly  seeking re f­
uges in  the homes o f th e ir  lib e ra l “ frien ds .”  There 
was no serious resistance. The c r im in a l m isleadersh ip 
o f m ore than  a decade had led the w o rke rs  o f G er­
m any in to  the  b lack  p it  o f H itle r is m .

A  few  days la te r ou r fr ien d , the ex-C en tra l Com ­
m ittee  member, had regained his composure. L ik e  a ll 
o f S ta lin ’s puppets, he had a ll b u t lo s t any capac ity  
he had ever had as an independent revo lu tion is t.

“ N ever m ind ,”  he assured me. “ I  g ive  H it le r  tw o  
years and then our tu rn  w i l l  come. T w o years, no t 
m ore.”

B u t ne a rly  fo u r  tim es tw o  years have gone by. 
T h is  Week H it le r  celebrates h is seventh yea r in  pow ­
er. E ach one o f those years has been lik e  another 
tu rn  in  the  p itiless  vise th a t holds the G erm an w o rk ­
ers helpless. A nd  the  w o rke rs  o f the en tire  w o rld  
are p a y in g  w ith  life b lo od  dra ined ou t in  economic 
m ise ry  and w a r  fo r  the  fa ta l e rro rs  o f the w o rk in g  
class leaders w ho made H it le r ’s uncontested v ic to ry  
possible.

Remember the Lessons!
W e have to  understand c le a rly  w.hy and how H i t ­

le r  and his Fasc is t legions were p e rm itte d  to  seize 
pow er in  G erm any. M em ories are sho rt and i t  is safe 
to  say th a t to  the w o rk in g  class y o u th  o f th is  coun­
t r y  the ye a rs -th a t preceded H it le r ’s rise to  pow er in  
G erm any are a to ta l b lank. Y e t those years are r ich  
in  re vo lu tio n a ry  lessons.

H it le r  was the d ire c t consequence o f the fa ilu re  
o f t ile  w o rke rs ’ revo lu tion  in  G erm any and th a t fa i l ­
ure was the fa ilu re  no t o f the  G erm an w o rke rs  bu t 
o f the pa rties  w h ich  led them, the Social D em ocra tic  
P a r ty  and the C om m unis t P a rty .

The w o rke rs  rose in  re vo lu tio n  a t the  close o f the 
w a r. B u t the  g re a t Social D em ocra tic  P a r ty  w h ich  
fe ll he ir to  the  power abandoned b y  the K a ise r had 
no tho ugh t o f es tab lish ing  a w o rke rs ' power. I ts  
ch ie f concern was to  preserve the power o f the cap­
ita lis ts . A nd  when the w o rke rs  rose in  the streets, 
th e  Social Dem ocrats, led by Scheidemann and Noske, 
called in  the K a ise r’s generals to  shoot them  down. 
L iebknech t and Luxem burg , the  g re a t leaders o f the 
w orkers , were sham efu lly  assassinated.

The Social D em ocra tic  repub lic , however preserv­
in g  c a p ita lis t p rope rty , could solve none o f the  p rob­
lem s o f the perm anent G erm an economic cris is . The 
im p e ria lis t v ic to rs  in  the  w a r, B r ita in  and France, 
exacted th e ir  pound o f flesh and helped com plete the 
process of d ra in in g  the  c o u n try  w h ite .

The G erm an C om m unis t P a rty  began to w in  the 
support o f m illio n s  o f w o rke rs  because i t  represented 
the O ctober re vo lu tion  in  Russia, the revo lu tio n  in  
w h ich  the w o rke rs  had re a lly  seized power fo r  them ­
selves and d riven  the  c a p ita lis ts  out. B u t th a t p a r ty  
was in  the hands o f the appara tus b u ilt  by  Joseph 
S ta lin  fo r  the sole and exclusive purpose o f con­
so lid a tin g  the  pow er o f the  bu rea ucra tic  clique w h ich  
had usurped the w o rk e rs ’ pow er in  Russia. W ith  th is  
dead hand upon it ,  i t  could n o t lead a revo lu tion , fo r  
S ta lin  w anted n o th in g  less. H q  w anted peace and 
qu ie t in  w h ich  to  t r y  hopelessly to  bu ild  “ socialism  
in one c o u n try .”

Ripe for the Storm Troops
So m illio n s  o f the dispossessed, especia lly o f the 

la rge  im poverished m iddle class, o f the y o u th  who 
had never been in  in d u s try , never g iven a chance to 
become w orkers, began to  lis te n  to  the voice o f H i t ­
le r, w ho prom ised revo lu tion  to  the w o rke rs  and 
cou n te r-re vo lu tion  to  the  bosses, and na tio n a l regen­
e ra tion  to  a ll G erm any. He took the dregs o f the  d is­
possessed and w ith  funds provided by  the  b ig  f ina n ­
ciers and in d u s tr ia lis ts  fashioned them  in to  the 
S to rm  Troops, designed to  smash the w o rk in g  class 
o rgan iza tions, the unions and the pa rties.

In  those years o f h is steady g ro w th  the  w o rk in g  
class o rgan iza tions rem ained divided. S ta lin  in  M os­
cow preached th a t the Com m unists w ou ld  have to 
dispose o f the  Social D em ocrats f i r s t  before dealing 
w ith  H it le r .  Fascism  and the Social Dem ocracy— in  
h is  fam ous o r in fam ous phrase—were “ tw in s .”  The 
re su lt was th a t the S ta lin is ts  and Fascists fre q u e n tly  
jo ined aga ins t the  Social D em ocra tic  au tho rities , as 
in the case o f the no torious "re d ”  re ferendum  in 
Prussia  in  1931.

The C om m unist and Social D em ocra tic  w o rkers  
were kep t poles a p a rt instead o f be ing un ited  on a 
common po licy  o f s tru g g le  aga inst the Fasc is t men­
ace. The C om m unists were to ld  th a t the  Social D em ­
ocra ts  were th e ir  w o rs t enemies. The la t te r  were to ld  
th a t they  w ou ld  be safe i f  they abided by the regu­
la r, o rd e rly  processes o f p a rlia m e n ta ry  governm ent.

The Social D em ocra tic  governm ents gave w a y  to  
the a u th o r ita r ia n  governm ents o f B ruen ing , Von 
Schleicher, and Von Papen, w h ich  tr ie d  to  balance 
themselves on the po lice appara tus o f the  s ta te  and 
a c t lik e  um pires between the g re a t opposing camps. 
A c tu a lly  they proved to  be no th in g  b u t H it le r ’s step­
p in g  stones to  power. E ach tim e  they “ suppressed”  
the Fascis ts— lik e  D a lad ie r d id  la te r  in  F rance— the 
H it le r ite  hordes were p e rm itte d  to  em erge w ith  new 
s treng th . B u t the  w o rk e rs ’ leaders s tub bo rn ly  re ­
fused to  take  ac tion  by themselves, leav ing  the w o rk ­
ers instead in  the hands o f the governm ent.

H it le r  took one p ro v in c ia l s ta te  a f te r  ano the r and 
f in a lly  prepared to  assault the c itade l o f cen tra l 
power a t the end o f 1932. B y  th a t  t im e  i t  was no 
lo ng er even necessary fo r  h im  to stage a coup d ’e ta t. 
O tto  B raun , the  Social D em ocra t, tru e  to  the  “ lega l­
it ie s ”  to  the  end, p e rm itte d  h im se lf to  be k icke d  ou t 
o f h is office as head o f P russia. H it le r  drove a  sharp 
ba rga in  w ith  h is N a tio n a lis t and J u n ke r a llies  and 
on Janua ry  30 H indenburg , elected p res ident by  the 
votes o f the  Social Dem ocracy, handed the keys o f, 
the  chance lle ry ove r to  the  F asc is t leader.

The blood o f the m a rty re d  w o rke rs  o f G erm any 
cries o u t to  us: “ Do n o t fo llo w  ou r p a th ! N e ith e r 
Social Dem ocracy n o r S ta lin ism . O n ly  the soc ia lis t 
revo lu tion  can save h u m a n ity !”


