
MINNEAPOLIS WPA INDICTMENTS QUASHED
FIGHT OPENS 
ON ANTI
LYNCH BILL

One of the Minneapolis Strike Meetings

Unions Must Act To 
Put Heat On In 
Washington

The firs t stage o f the  fig h t to  
pass the  A n ti-L y n c h in g  B il l 
th ro u g h  the Senate began a t the 
hearing before a Senate subconi 
m itte e  on F eb ru a ry  6. Here the 
representatives o f the  Southern 
p la n ta tio n  owners w il l  m ake th e ir  
next a tte m p t to  k i l l  the  b ill.

Senator Tom  .Conally, who is 
( i f  we except Neeley fro m  the 
border s ta te  o f W est V irg in ia ) 
the on ly  Southerner on the sub
com m ittee , was the  leader o f the 
seven-week filib u s te r th a t de
feated the  b il l in  the Senate tw o  
years ago. He to ld  the press some 
tim e  ago th a t  he w ou ld  ask fo r  
a Senate ap p ro p ria tion  to  pay 
fo r  the  expenses o f witnesses 
aga inst the  b ill,  b u t no th in g  more 
has been heard about th is . B u t 
the money to  defeat th is  b i ll w i l l  
no t be w ith h e ld  by its  land lord - 
em ployer opponents.

S upporters M ob iliz ing

The supporte rs o f the  b ill are 
also p re pa ring  to  send th e ir  w i t 
nesses. The Texas b ranch  o f the 
N a tio n a l A ssoc ia tion  fo C tf te  A d 
vancem ent o f Colored People in 
p a r tic u la r  w i l l  send a la rge  con
tin g e n t fro m  the  na tive  sta te  o f 
C ona lly  (as w e ll as o f such o ther 
S outhern gentlem en as G arner 
and D ies), and fro m  such advance 
reports  as are ava ilab le  th e ir  tes
tim o n y  w il l  be so ove rw he lm ing  
as to  em barrass even him .

This b ill,  however, w i l l  no t be 
passed m ere ly  on the basis o f 
fac ts . I t  is  mass pressure, and 
on ly  mass pressure, th a t can 
force the N o rth e rn  c a p ita lis t-re p 
resentatives to  take  a stand 
aga inst th e ir  Southern class- 
brothers.

A c t  N o w !

W rite , and ge t you r un ion and 
c lub to  send resolutions, to  Sen
a to r F rede rick  V an  N uys, Senate 
Office B u ild ing , W ashington, D.C. 
in support o f the b ill.  Van Nuys, 
w ith  W agner and Capper, is co
au tho r o f the b i l l  and is also 
cha irm an o f the  subcom m ittee 
hea ring  tes tim ony on the b ill.

N Y A  Seeks to Drive 
Youth into A rm y

Officials Turn Over NYA Lists 
To Army; Youth Asking Relief 
Told To Join The Army

The N a tion a l Y ou th  A dm in is 
tra t io n  announced Feb. 2 th a t i t  
had in s tru c te d  sta te  N Y A  d irec t
ors to  tu rn  over to  the  A rm y  Re
c ru it in g  Service a l is t  o f a ll male 
enrollees between 18 and 25.

The o rder fo llow ed a  sugges
tion  by the A rm y  R e cru itin g  Ser
vice th a t— in  the words o f the 
A .P . d ispatch re p o rtin g  th is—  
“ perhaps m any young men now 
rece iv ing $14 to  $21 a m onth 
fro m  the N Y A  w ould find  the  a r 
m y ’s base pay o f $21 a  m onth 
fo r  a re c ru it, plus food and c lo th 
ing, m ore a ttra c tiv e .”

Thus i t  becomes ve ry  m uch to 
the in te rests  o f the A rm y , and 
its  governm ent, to  keep N Y A  
wages and funds as low  as pos
sible in  order to m ake a rm y  pay 
“ m ore a ttra c tiv e .”  Roosevelt’s 
budget cu t o f N Y A  funds thus 
serves as economic pressure up 
on needy y o u th  to  en lis t in  the 
A rm y.

R e lie f A pp lican ts  Pressured
In  the M idd le  W est, young men 

a p p ly ing  fo r  re lie f are being ask
ed by ad m in is tra to rs  w h y  they  
do n o t en lis t in  the  A rm y  o r N a 
vy. , T h e ir  names, toge the r w ith  
the names o f m il i ta ry  e lig ib les 
a lready on re lie f, are being

tu rned  over to  re c ru it in g  officers.
W here young re lie f applican ts 

refuse to  jo in  some branch o f the 
arm ed forces, they  are being 
urged to app ly  fo r  CCC jobs. Re
lie f  app lica tions are o ften  tu rned  
down o r held up fo r  weeks in  the 
hope th a t app lican ts  w i l l  jo in  the 
CCC. In  the CCC camps, boys are 
w r it in g  home th a t A rm y  adm in
is tra to rs  arc- exe rting  pressure on I 
them  to jo in  the A rm y  a fte r  com-1 
p le tin g  th e ir  CCC term s. In  a 
N o rth  C aro lina  camp tw o  m onths 
ago the boys conducted a demon
s tra tio n  aga inst m ilita r iz a tio n . 
G row ing  fe a r o f m ilita r iz a tio n  o f 
the CCC is c u tt in g  down the num 
ber o f applicants.

In  response to  demands fro m  
apprehensive parents, fa rm  lead
ers are ask ing  fo r  the fo rm a tio n  
o f special conservation p ro jects  
a p a rt fro m  the CCC. They are be
in g  to ld  by  governm ent spokes
man th a t  such p ro jects  w i l l  no t 
be s ta rted  so long as CCC jobs 
are available.

“ R e cru itin g  H in ts ”
A lis t  o f " re c ru it in g  h in ts ”  

sent to  U.S. A rm y  reserve o ffi
cers po in ts  to  the  unem ployed as 
the m ost l ik e ly  '"p rb sp fec ts "*fo r 
en lis tm ent.

5,000 w o rke rs  were present a t th is , one o f the  mass m eetings held by th e  W P A  s tr ik e rs  a t  the  
M inneapolis Parade Grounds last, sum m er. They stayed toge the r a fte r  the  s tr ike , too, and w ith  the  
back ing  o f th e  organized labo r m ovem ent o f the organized labo r m ovem ent o f the  c ity , s ta te  and 
nation, forced th e  governm ent to  ca ll a h a lt  to  the  W P A  s tr ik e  tr ia ls .

>

'Conspiracy' Charge 
Against 130 Dropped

Five Plead on Minor Charge; 17 of 32 
Already Convicted Get Sentences 
From 30 Days to Eight Months

Proposed Deal Fails 
British Spurn Gandhi;

Viceroy Refuses Even To Promise New 
Status For India A fter the W ar;
Gandhi Finds "Solution Impossible"

Behind the Lines
By G EO RG E S TE R N

Leland Stowe o f the Chicago 
D a ily  News w rite s  ra th e r f ra n k ly  
o f the p lig h t o f newsmen sent to  
F in land . H e even goes so fa r  as 
to  say th a t the dea rth  o f news 
about l i t t le  dem ocra tic  F in lan d  
is due la rg e ly  to  the  fa c t th a t 
th is  alleged f ig h t  fo r  democracy 
is being conducted by a band o f 
“ au to c ra tic  generals”  led by M an- 
nerheim .

“ M ost o f F in la n d ’s re m a rk 
ab ly  capable a rm y  officers have 
had ve ry  l i t t le  con tac t w ith  
dem ocra tic  tra d itio n s ,”  w rite s  
Stowe.

T h is  is w hy newsmen “ have 
ra re ly  encountered g re a te r ob
stacles to  p ro cu rin g  in fo rm a 
t io n ”  and w h y  the  w a r in  F in 
land “ fro m  a jo u rn a lis tic  s tand
p o in t is the  toughest proposi
t io n  th a t  they have ever en
countered.”

“ The rea l censorship,”  he 
continues, “ seems to  come 
w h ile  you are in  con tact— a 
ca re fu l con tro l o f w h a t you 
sha ll be a llow ed to  lea rn— long 
before you s it  down to  w r ite .”  

“ I f  reports  fro m  F in lan d  are 
o ften  con fus ing and con tra d ic t
ory, i t  is la rg e ly  because c ircu m 
stances compel us to  re p o rt a ll 
im p o rta n t m il i ta r y  engagements 
e ither a t second hand o r a fte r  the 
event. W e are p robab ly  the  on ly  
alleged w a r correspondents o f 
th is cen tu ry  w ho have had to  t r y  
to re p o rt tw o  m onths o f fierce 
and flu c tu a tin g  ho s tilit ie s  w ith o u t 
ge tting  w ith in  hearing  distance 
af gun fire  m ore tha n  tw o  o r three 
times a t the  m ost.”

B y  S H E R M A N  S T A N L E Y
A f te r  a tw o  and a  h a lf hour discussion w ith  the  B r it is h  V ice

roy, M ah a tm a  G andhi was re lu c ta n tly  forced to  a d m it in  a 
s ta tem ent on Feb. 6 th a t, “ A  peaceful so lu tion  to  the  problem  
o f In d ia ’s freedom  is appa ren tly  im possib le.”

The B r it is h  au tho rities , re je c tin g  com ple te ly  even the  con
serva tive  demand o f G andhi fo r  a  prom ise o f D om in ion S ta tus 
fo r  In d ia  a f te r  the  w a r, have slam m ed the  door in  the  face of

the  Congress P a rty  once more. 
Gandhi has ad m itted  th a t re 
sum ption  o f the  long -d raw n ou t 
nego tia tions is useless. M ean
while , the  le ft-w in g  forces w ith in  
the  N a tio n a lis t Congress have 
openly s tated th a t the y  w ill s p lit 
the Congress fro m  to p  to  bo ttom  
i f  G andhi should sign any agree
m en t w ith  the B r it is h , o r  a tte m p t 
any se ll-ou t o f In d ia ’s demand 
fo r freedom .

T h is  does no t m od ify , o f course, 
ce rta in  obvious general fac ts  
abou t the m il i ta ry  s itu a tio n  on 
the F inn ish  fro n ts . I t  does not 
lessen the im pression o f c r im in a l 
clumsiness, fa u lty  s ta ff w o rk , 
poor com m unications, and gener
a l inep titude  w h ich  S ta lin ’s gen
e ra l s ta ff has g iven  in  th is  m is 
erable adventure. B u t i t  is a 
w a rn in g  no t to  sw a llow  w hole
sale a ll the pap th a t  is  be ing fed 
to  us, a ll the v ic ious propaganda 
whose rea l purpose is no t to  sup
p o rt a non-exis tent "dem ocracy”  
in  F in lan d  (ru led  by  the “ au to 
c ra tic  generals” , rem em ber) bu t 
to w h ip  up an ti-S o v ie t fee ling  in  
th is  c o u n try  and to prepare i t  fo r  
e n try  in to  the w a r.

A n  example, in c iden ta lly , of 
w ha t the  hand ling  o f “ news”  
can do was afforded las t week 
by the m eeting  o f the  B a lkan  
E n tente . Here was a  m eeting  o f 
sm all sta tes d iv ided in to  groups 
th a t are a lready de fin ite ly  l in k 
ed to  th is  o r th a t  g re a t power 
o r else are the  scenes o f con
f l ic t  am ong them . Y ugos lav ia  
is in  I ta ly ’s o rb it  and T u rkey  
and Greece in  th a t o f th e  A l
lies, w h ile  R um an ia  rem ains 
t ic k lis h ly  balanced between the 
A ng lo -F rench  bloc and the  
Reich. The conference took 
place and o f course decided 
no th ing, and fro m  every cap i
ta l representing v io le n tly  con
f lic t in g  in te rests, came “ expres
sions o f s a tis fa c tio n ”  over the 
outcome. Y ou pays y o u r money 
and you takes yo u r choice.

MINERS' CONFAB 
OCCUPIED WITH 
UNEMPLOYMENT

30-Hour W eek Is 
Raised For Miners 

As Jobless Aid

“ E ng land ’s d iff ic u lty  is In d ia ’s 
o p p o rtu n ity ”— th is  was the c lam 
o r o f the  400,000,000 w orkers , 
peasants, students and m iddle 
class people o f Ind ia , when the 

(Continued on Page 8)

The h is to ric  36th c o n s titu tio n 
al convention o f the  U n ited  M ine 
W orkers  concluded its  sessions on 
Thursday, F eb ru a ry  1, by  sharp
ly  w a rn in g  the  Roosevelt adm in
is tra tio n  “ th a t labo r w an ts  no 
w a r . . . and w il l  hold to  s tr ic t  
acco un ta b ility  any statesm an who 
departs fro m  th is  po licy .”

Lew is  s ta ted  in  his fina l ad
dress to  the convention “ th a t the 
w o rkers  o f A m erica  are opposed 
to  w a r and th a t under no c ircu m 
stances w il l  labo r support a po l
icy  o f k i l l in g  olT young men on 
ba ttle fie lds .”

In  d ire c t c o n tra s t to  the posi
tio n  taken  by the  cu rre n t quar
te r ly  m eeting o f the  AFT. Exec
u tive  Council, the  convention
adopted a reso lu tion  u rg in g  the 
governm ent " to  w ith h o ld  the 
lend ing o f any money, o r the p a r
t ic ip a tio n  e ithe r d ire c tly  o r  in d i
re c tly  in  the w a rs  now go ing  on 
in  Europe and A s ia .”

Lew is and a ll o f h is lieu tenan ts 
made num erous m il ita n t  speeches 
th rou gh ou t the convention. Th is 
is expla ined by the fa c t th a t a ll 
o f them  are keenly aw are o f the 
seething d iscon tent th a t  p reva ils  
am ong the broad masses o f 
A m erican  labor. They know  th a t 
the  la bo r m ovem ent has been on 

(Continued on Page 2)

W P A  Workers Ask  
Large Scale A id

Jobless in Flint, Michigan, and Montana 
Adopt M ilitan t Resolutions; Ask W ar 

Funds for Unemployed

For Red Sundays!
I t  can be done!
Rod Sundays w ill w o rk , i f  the branches w il l  on ly  g ive  i t  a fa ir  

t ry .
Here’s the  f irs t  re p o rt o f a p a r ty  loca l th a t tr ie d  the  Red Sun

day plan and made good. W rite s  the B oston lite ra tu re  agen t:
"T he  Boston branch has A P P E A L  house-to-house sales tw ice  a 

week, on Tuesday o r Thursday, and a Red Sunday. T h is  has been 
ve ry  successful as we get in to  the  hands o f w o rke rs  about 40 
A P P E A L S  each day we go out. T h is  is on ly  w ith  th ree  o r fo u r 
crews o f tw o  comrades to  a crew, one g ir l  com rade and a m ale 
com rade i f  possible. We are go ing to  have a com plete m ob iliza 
tio n  o f the  branch and w ill be able to  g e t r id  o f m ore Appeals. 
T H E  CO M R A D E S  E N JO Y  T H IS  V E R Y  M U C H . They m eet new 
con tacts and discuss the  w a r question, unem ploym ent, etc. 
T h rough  th is  we w ill bo able to  bu ild  neighborhood discussion 
groups and bu ild  a neighborhood A P P E A L  route , as w e ll as make 
new contacts. . .”

Good w ork , B oston! T h a t makes a t least tw o  branches, Boston 
and D e tro it, we know  d e fin ite ly  are a c tive ly  p u ttin g  over the  Red 
Sunday plan. H ow  about I t  Chicago, Los Angeles, San F rancisco 
and the rest o f you th ro u g h o u t the  cou n try?

One m ore w ord  fo r  the  hes itan t com rades: the  Boston le tte r  
says, “ a t f ir s t  comrades were o f the  op in ion th a t  i t  was foo lish to  
t r y  i t  (Red Sundays). . . .”  B u t once i t  go t under way, d is tr ib u tio n  
w e n t lik e  a  house afire.

G ive the  p lan a chance! I ts  the  on ly  w ay to  s tab ilize  the  Appeal 
and increase th e  c ircu la tio n .

F L IN T , M ich., Feb. 3— Con- 
derrin ing  Roosevelt’s slash o f 
W P A  and re lie f funds, W P A  Lo 
ca l No. 42 o f the  U n ited  A u to  
W orkers, CIO, voted unan im ously 
a t th e ir  la s t m eeting to  f ig h t fo r  
an aggressive 6 -po in t p rogram  
designed to  g ive  a rea l answer to  
the problem  o f unem ploym ent.

The p rog ram  reads as fo llow s :
“ In  order to  meet the  unem 

p loym ent and re lie f c ris is  and 
prov ide jobs and a decent liv in g  
fo r  the m illio ns  o f unem ployed o f 
A m erica  we demand the fo llo w 
in g :

1. A  $10,000,000,000 P ub lic  
W orks  P rog ram  fo r  A m e rica ’s 
10,000,000 unemployed citizens.

2. 30 hours a week a t $30 pay 
per week.

3. A  W P A  jo b  fo r  every able- 
bodied person w ho is unemployed.

4. A n  adequate p rog ram  to  
take care o f a ll unem ployed you th  
o f A m erica.

5. Adequate re lie f fo r  a ll those 
unable to  w ork .

6. A L L  W A R  F U N D S  TO T H E  
U N E M P LO Y E D , to  finance the 
above program .

F ig h t  Local R u lin g

The press is w h ip p in g  up a con
siderable fuss over the  issue o f 
re lie f c lients ow n ing  cars, and i t  
looks lik e  a m aneuver to  d iv e rt 
a tte n tio n  fro m  the rea l issues 
w h ich  face the  w orkers. The 
union is no t a llow in g  its e lf  to  ge t 
s idetracked on th is  issue by  g iv 
in g  i t  undue consideration, m ere
ly  do ing w h a t is possible to  com 
bat it .

New C ris is  Com ing
M ore im p o rta n t is  the fa c t th a t 

in  one m on th  o r a  l i t t le  m ore the 
C ity  o f F l in t  w i l l  be faced w ith  
wholesale c losing down o f W P A  
pro jects, th ro w in g  several hun
dred men ou t o f w o rk , and flood
in g  the w e lfa re  ro lls.

W hen th is  happens, there  w il l  
be a sim ultaneous re lie f and 
W P A  cris is. R e lie f a lloca tions are 
a lready inadequate to meeet the 
need. A n o th e r thousand on the 
ro lls  w ou ld  mean a s itu a tio n  s im 
i la r  to  w h a t happened in  Cleve
land.

The W P A  un ion is m a k in g  
ca re fu l plans to  stage a rea l f ig h t 
to  p reven t such a cris is  occurring . 
The un ion is g ro w in g  by  leaps 
and bounds, and a general rea l
iza tion  o f the im m in e n t cris is  has 
spread th rou gh  the ran ks  o f the 
w orkers. A  m il ita n t  s trugg le  w i l l  
undoubtedly resu lt.

P L E N T Y  W OOD, M on t.— A t  a 
m ee ting  o f Federa l La bo r U n ion 
No. 21760, A F L , held here Jan. 
28, the fo llo w in g  reso lu tion was 
unan im ously adopted and ordered 
fo rw arded  to  Senators W heeler 
and M u rra y  and Congressmen 
O’Connor and T orke lson fo r  ac
tion :

"W hereas, despite the  m islead
in g  propaganda o f business re v i
va l and the so-called ass im ila tion  
of m illio ns  o f w o rkers  in to  indus
try ,  a conservative estim ate  
shows th a t upw ards o f ten m il
lions o f w o rke rs  and th e ir  fa m 
ilies  are a t present unem ployed 
in  the U n ited  S tates o f A m erica  
and

"W hereas, P resident Roosevelt 
fu r th e r  aggravated the s itu a tio n  
by his proposal to  Congress th a t 
a slash o f one-th ird  be made in  
pub lic  re lie f funds, am oun ting  to  
a cu t o f one-ha lf b illio n  do lla rs 
w h ile  in  the same breath  he p ro 
posed an increase o f tw o  and one- 
h a lf b illio n  do lla rs  to feed his pet 
w a r m achine, and . . .

B y  C A R L  O’S H E A
M IN N E A P O L IS , Feb. 3— The expanding pressure o f the 

city, state and national trade union movement upon the Roose
velt administration finally cracked the W P A  strike prosecu
tions wide open this week, as organized labor’s magnificent 
defense o f the unemployed victims brought the Department 
o f Justice to terms.

In return for a face-saving plea o f nolo contendere (no 
defense) on a minor charge by five o f the accused jobless 
workers, the government dropped entirely its “ conspiracy”  
and other indictments against all 130 remaining defendants.

O. J. Rogge, head o f the criminal division o f the Depart
ment o f Justice, arrived here last Monday with orders to get 
out o f this fight with the unions as gracefully as possible. 
O f the 162 indicted fo r “ conspiracy”  and overt acts for par
ticipating in last summer’s'
W P A  strike here, 32 had 
been convicted in three trials.
The resultant outcry through
out the labor movement was 
developing nation-wide pro
portions. Each tria l was a ma- 

jbr- engagement between, the 
government and the W P A  
Defènse Committee set up by 
the Central Labor Union.
Rogge arrived and opened ne
gotiations with the defense 
committee for termination of 
the prosecutions.

F D R ’s Pound o f F lesh
The Roosevelt a d m in is tra tio n  

wanted its  pound o f flesh, o f 
course, to  settle  the fig h t. S im p ly  
to  quash the rem a in ing  130 in 
d ic tm ents  w ou ld  be too bald a 
confession o f de feat fo r  the  gov
e rnm ent’s p u n itive  cam paign.
Rogge, there fore, presented a lis t  
o f fo r ty  men am ong the  130 
fro m  whom  the governm ent was 
dem anding pleas o f nolo conten
dere— no defense. The defense 
com m ittee  p u t its  fo o t down, and 
the lis t  was pared to 21, to  11, 
to  6, f in a lly  to  5. A tte m p ts  o f the 
D e pa rtm e n t o f Justice  to  have 
the five  plead g u ilty  to conspiracy 
were also unava iling .

On W ednesday, Feb. 1, the five 
pleaded nolo contendere to  one 
charge each, a f te r  w h ich , on m o
tion  o f Rogge, in d ic tm e n ts  were

“ Whereas, th is  procedure is 
no th in g  m ore than  a widespread 
p repa ra tion  to  fo rce  an im p e ria l
is t  w a r on the a lready crushed 
w o rke rs  o f the na tion  who have 
no th ing  to ga in  by p ro te c tin g  the 
m oney bags o f the w a r  m ongers 
as w itness the la s t g re a t w a r, 
and

“ Whereas, the P resident and 
the Senators and the Congress
men cannot be ig n o ra n t o f a fa c t 
w h ich  every undernourished ch ild  
knows, v iz, th a t one -th ird  o f the 
A m erican  people are ill-housed, 
m ost o f them  liv in g  in  ve rm in - 
in fested, unhea lthy  ram shackles 
and,

“ Whereas, several m illio n s  o f 
young  people now ou t o f school 
are le f t  to  w ander aim lessly 
about the c o u n try  w ith o u t su ffi
c ien t funds to  keep body and 
soul toge ther and are o ften  forced 
to  depend fo r  th e ir  sustenance on 
the “ k in d ly ”  in fluence w h ich  is 
offered by a lley  garbage cans, 
now

"T here fo re  be i t  resolved th a t 
Local 21760 fo rw a rd  the fo llo w 
in g  proposals:

1. A l l  w a r funds bo tu rned 
over to  the  m aintenance o f the 
unemployed.
2. T h a t the Federa l G overn

m en t im m ed ia te ly  launch a ten 
b illio n  d o lla r pub lic  w o rks  and 
housing p rog ram  on a trade 
un ion basis;

3. T h a t Congress appropria te  
three b illio n  ’d o lla rs  fo r  you th  
aid.

dismissed aga inst the o th e r 125. 
Conspiracy charges were dropped 
aga inst a ll 130.

H y p o c rit ic a l S ta tem ent
In  a prepared s ta tem en t read 

to the cou rt, Rogge sought to  in 
te rp re t the governm ent’s re tre a t 
as be ing m ere ly  due to  Roose
v e lt's  am iable in tercession, and 
th a t such in tercession had n o t the 
rem otest connection w ith  o rgan
ized la bo r’s pressure.

“ The D e pa rtm en t o f Justice ,”  
he stated, “ feels th a t the 32 m ost 
culpable persons have a lready 
been convicted. . . .  I t  should be 
noted th a t such dism issal is  made 
fo r  the purpose o f c learing  the 
docket. S h o rtly  be fore M r. Jus
tice  M u rp h y  re tire d  (as A tto rn e y  
G eneral), the P resident discussed 
the m a tte r  o f these cases w ith  
h im . The P resident fe l t  the d u ty  
o f the W P A  w o rke rs  had been 
made c lear; th a t w h ile  they m ay 
organize lik e  others on the gov
ernm ent pay ro ll, th e y  have no 
r ig h t  to  conduct a s tr ik e  o r en
gage in  acts o f violence. . . .  I t  
was fe lt  th a t th is  lesson had been 
du ly  learned and th a t the  ob ject 
sought had been a tta ined . . . .’’ 

M ask S lips O ff
T h is  h y p o c ritic a l m ask o f good 

w i l l  slipped o ff Judge Joyce’s 
face today, when he sentenced 
seventeen m en convicted in  the 
three tr ia ls . The enormous w e ig h t 
m obilized by  organized la b o r re
su lted in  lim it in g  h is sen
tences; b u t the  judge was as v in 
d ic tive  as he could be.

The judge opened w ith  a  ten- 
m in u te  speech in  pra ise o f A m e r
ican c itizensh ip ; a ttacked  the  e f
fro n te ry  o f the W P A  s tr ik e rs ; 
declared h im se lf com ple te ly  in  ac
cord w ith  Roosevelt and M u rp h y  
in  th e ir  s ta tem ents th a t  “ the  
s tr ik e rs  had no r ig h t  to  s tr ik e  
aga inst the  governm ent.”

Tom  Davis, defense counsel, 
po in ted o u t the  t r ia ls  bore a  fa in t  
resemblance to  p o lit ic a l persecu
tio n  and pled fo r  m odera te sen
tences.

Then the judge  w e n t to  w o rk , 
in  a  b u rs t o f invective  aga ins t the  
w o rk in g  class m ilita n ts , w hom  he 
called crue l, heartless, ru th less, 
cow ard ly , etc. He w arned them  
th a t n e x t tim e  the y  w o u ld  receive 
m uch heavier sentences.

Leaders G et W o rs t

A ll th rou gh  the grand ju r y  p ro 
ceedings and the tr ia ls , the  gov
e rnm ent had concentra ted its  
m a in  fire  on General D riv e rs  U n 
ion  Loca l 544’s Federa l W orke rs  
Section, and the leaders o f th is  
model m il ita n t  o rg an iza tio n  re 
ceived the heaviest sentences to 
day. E d  P a lm qu is t and M a x  Geld- 
man, cha irm an  and organ izer, 
each g o t e ig h t m onths. Leslie 
W achte r, F W S  stew ard, was the  
o n ly  o th e r to  receive an e igh t- 
m onths’ sentence.

Charles G ride r received seven 
m onths; W ill ia m  R ile y  and 
George Toteno, s ix  m on ths; M il-  
ton  M cLean, fo u r  m onths; Eddie 
A lbe rts , F ra n k  Stevens, F lout} 
H u rley , M y ro n  P h ilip s  and R ich
a rd  Connell, 90 days; Ra lph Gore, 
60 days; Charles Connors, 30 
days; Ben P a lm er and Oscar 
Schoenfeld received suspended 
sentences and were placed on p ro 
ba tion  fo r  18 m onths, and C a rl 
Pemble received a suspended sen
tence and 24-m onths’ p roba tion.

Class L ines C lear

The judge  gave suspended sen
tences to  the ex-preacher the s tu 
dent and the graduate  chem ist, 
the in te lle c tua ls  am ong the v ic 
tim s, le c tu r in g  them  th a t  in te ll i
gen t people o f th e ir  s o rt should 
n o t be consorting  w ith  the  low  
r if f - ra f f .  I  am not, o f course, re 
cord ing th is  fa c t to  the  d e trim e n t 
o f the  three, a ll o f w hom  are reb
els to  one degree o r another, b u t 
on ly  to  show the sharp class cha r
ac te r o f the sentencing.

W hen the judge came to  l i t t le  
M ax  Geldman, FW S  organ izer, 
he lite ra lly  b rim m ed w ith  ha tred, 
s landering  h im  w ith  the usual 
bourgeois lie  th a t  here was an 
a g ita to r  who, lik e  a ll ag ita to rs , 
was no t found in  the  melee b u t 
sent others in to  the  danger zone.

Judge “ C orrects”  E r ro r

The d ig n ity  o f the  c o u rt was 
som ewhat ru ffle d  when, a fte r  lec
tu r in g  R iley, he sentenced h im  to  
s ix  m onths on a substan tive  count 
and placed h im  on p ro ba tion  fo r  
tw o  years on the  conspiracy 
charge. Defense a tto rn eys  called 
the judge ’s a tte n tio n  to  the fa c t 
th a t R iley  had been tr ie d  on ly

(C ontinued on Page 2)
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A New Chapter Begins in  American Labor H istory: 
Some Lessons o f the Recent UMW Convention

By E. R. F R A N K  
x.

The recently concluded convention x>f the United Mine 
Workers ushered in a new stage in the history o f American 
labor and revealed once again that the CIO is the progressive 
wing o f the trade union movement, because it is based on the 
workers o f America's mass production industries.

A fte r the smashing defeat o f the “ L ittle  Steel”  strike 
in the fall o f 1937, the CIO?

huge a rm y  constitu tes an ever
present th re a t to  the unions, 
menaces the wage standards o f 
the em ployed w orkers , and h in 
ders the progress o f the labo r 
m ovem ent. P a r t ly  because o f 
these em ploym ent conditions, the 
unions have made no im p o rta n t 
advances d u rin g  the past year. 
And in  the labo r movem ent, as in  
o ther g re a t ventures, i t  is im pos
sible to  stand s t ill .  E ith e r  you 
move fo rw a rd  o r  you are ru th 
lessly pushed backwards.

L E W IS  C O U LD  N O T  IG N O R E  
T H E  P E R M A N E N T  C R IS IS

Lew is chose to  ignore the  ex
istence o f th is  pe rm anent eco
nom ic cris is  and its  significance 
fo r  the labo r m ovem ent, a t the 
C IO  convention held in  Novem ber 
a t  iSan Francisco. B u t Lew is 
could no t a ffo rd  to  ignore these 
m a tte rs  fo r  long. He is no t some 
M a tth e w  W oll, who bases h im se lf 
on the a r is to c ra tic  P ho to -E ng rav
ers and a m illio n  d o lla r in su r
ance company. Lew is is the lead
er o f the unions in  the mass p ro 
duction  indus tries : coal, steel, 
auto, rubber, glass, o il— the nerve 
centers o f A m erican  economy.

These mass p roduction  w o rkers  
are not experts in  economics o r 
s ta tis tics . They have no t delved 
in to  reports  o f the  Federal Re
serve B ank o r the D epartm ent of 
Labor. B u t they have seen w ith  
th e ir  own eyes production  
stepped up to  the h ighest level o f 
the la s t ten years and the y  know  
th a t, in  sp ite  o f th is , one th ird  o f 
the  la bo r popu la tion  s t i l l  rem ains 
unemployed, and g iven present 
conditions, w i l l  a lw ays rem a in

ost the momentum o f its 
splendid offensive and retreat- 
id slowly before the counter- 
Irive o f the employers. As the 
militancy o f the workers 
cooled off after the first taste 
o f defeat, the rear line trench 
es o f the capitalist class opened
f ire . What th e y  d a re d  n o t  a t 
tem p t d u rin g  the  period o f labo r 
upsurge, they found the courage 
to  do in  the days o f la b o r’s re 
tre a t. The cou rts  began harass
in g  the la bo r m ovem ent w ith  an
ti-u n io n  ju d ic ia l leg is la tion . The 
sta te  leg is la tu res regained th e ir  
lost courage. B eg inn ing  w ith  pas
sage o f oppressive labo r leg is la 
tion  in  W ash ing ton and Oregon, 
the rea c tion a ry  wave swept east
w ard, u n t il today a lm ost three- 
fo u rth s  o f the states have new 
ty ra n n ica l law s designed to  c r ip 
ple the la bo r unions.

U N IO N -B U S T IN G  C A M P A IG N  
T A K E N  U P  B Y  F D R

In  the past year, th is  un ion- 
busting  cam paign has been taken 
over by the federa l governm ent 
itse lf. The cam paign aga inst the 
W P A  s tr ik e rs  and the  in fam ous 
T hurm an  A rn o ld  “ A n t i- t ru s t  la w ” 
in d ic tm e n ts  are b u t h ig h -lig h ts  i r  
the an ti-un ion  cam paign launched 
by  Roosevelt as a p a r t o f his fe
verish p repa ra tions fo r  w ar.

The index o f business a c t iv ity  
stands today abou t 10% h igher 
than  in  1929. Ten m illio n  w orkers  
s t i l l  rem a in  unemployed w ith o u t 
the  p o s s ib ility  o f be ing re-ab- 
sorbed in to  p r iva te  in du s try . Th is

unemployed.
T h is  in d u s tr ia l p ro le ta r ia t, em

ployed in the huge plants, m ills  
and fac to ries  o f A m erica, feels in  
its  ve ry  bones how im p o rta n t and 
indispensable i t  i3 to  the economic 
li fe  o f the cou n try  and i t  under
stands be tte r than anyone else 
the  fu l l  po ten tia l. t i * i  and la te n t 
s ire n g th  inhe ren t in the labo r 
movement. These w o rkers  are de
term ined to  w in  economic secur
i t y  fo r  themselves and th e ir  fa m i
lies and they are g ro p ing  around 
and lo ok in g  fo r  t ile  labo r leaders 
who w i l l  show them  the pa th  to  
achieve th is  goal.

W H Y  L E W IS  B R O K E  W IT H  
R O O S E V E LT

F o r the la s t tw o  years, they 
have seen the courts  and the le
g is la tu res  a tte m p t to  h u rl them  
back to  the  s lavery  o f the open 
shop. They have fu r th e r  seen 
Roosevelt and the New  Dealers, 
whom  the y  considered to  be la 
bor’s friends, take the lead o f th is  
rea c tion a ry  open-shop cam paign. 
The b itte rness and ha tred  o f th is  
in d u s tr ia l p ro le ta r ia t is s to rin g  
up and c re a tin g  a powder keg o f 
social d issa tis fac tion  and revo lt 
th a t w i l l  in e v ita b ly  explode. Lew is 
M u rra y  and th e ir  associates un 
derstand th is  fa c t. They know  
fu l l  w e ll th a t the y  m ust adapt 
themselves to  th is  mood, i f  they 
are to  re ta in  the leadership o f the 
CIO. T h is is the exp lanation  and 
the on ly  exp lana tion  fo r  Lew is ’s

d ra m a tic  break w ith  Roosevelt.
B u t where is Lew is go ing? 

W here is he lead ing the CIO ? 
Lew is h im se lf does no t know. He 
is ex trem e ly  bold in  m ethod and 
v io len t in  speech, b u t ve ry  t im id  
and hes itan t in  his policies.

The ind ica ted p o licy  fo r  the CIO  
is to  break once and fo r a ll w ith  
a ll c a p ita lis t po litics , co rre c tly  
dubbed "com pany un ion ism ”  in 
the p o lit ic a l field, and m arch  fo r 
w a rd  onto the  broad h ighw ays of 
an independeat p o lit ic a l p a r ty  o f 
labor, w ith  an aggressive, f ig h tin g  
p rog ram  fo r  jobs and security. 
Such a po licy  w ould open up new 
v is tas fo r  the en tire  labo r m ove
m en t and w ould, by  com parison, 
pale in to  insign ificance the ad
vances made by  the C IO  in  its  
golden period fro m  1935 to l937. 
B u t th is  step Lew is w i l l  no t take. 
He does n o t have confidence in 
the independent s tre n g th  o f la 
bor..
A F L -C IO  S P L IT  D O E S N ’T  E X 
P L A IN  W E A K N E S S

M an y  bourgeois w rite rs , com
m en ting  on the la c k  o f progress 
o f the A m erican  la bo r m ovem ent

OAKLAND DOLE 
PUTS THIRTEEN 
IN ONE ROOM

N.Y. Laundry Workers 
W in Five-Day Week

New Agreement, Taking Effect March 15, 
Represents Another Step Forward

U nde r an agreem ent negotiated 
in  Novem ber between the Laun
d ry  W o rke rs ’ J o in t Board, a ff il i
ated w ith  the  Am algam ac* d 
C lo th in g  W orke rs  o f A m erica , 
and representatives o f 75 per cent 
o f the em ployers o f the la un d ry  
in d u s try  in  N ew  Y o rk  C ity , the 
in d u s try  is scheduled, on M arch  
15, to  g t  on the 5-day w ork-w eek 
schedule. T h is  constitu tes anoth
er g re a t step fo rw a rd  fo r  the 
la un d ry  w o rke rs  in  N ew  Y o rk  in  
con tra s t to  the  chaotic  conditions 
p re va ilin g  in  the in d u s try  a few 
years age when w o rk  schedules 
o f 60 hours a week fo r  wages o f 
$6 o r less were no t uncom m on

L a u n d ry  w o rk  rem ains, howev
e r one o f the d ir t ie s t and m ost 
un hea lth fu l occupations. La un d ry  
employees w o rk  am id sloppy w a
te r  and sca ld ing steam  on c lo th 
in g  w h ich  fre q u e n tly  is nauseat
in g  to  handle. W ith  fe w  excep
tions, laundries are gene ra lly  lo 
cated in  broken-dow n, un san ita ry  
lo fts  where poor v e n tila tio n  is 
the  ru le  and the to ll in  w o rke rs ’ 
lives is  ve ry  h ig h  in  te rm s of 
rheum atism , scia tica, pneumonia 
and o ther occupational diseases.

A F L  F a iled
A dd th is  to  the p ic tu re  o f a 

60-hour w o rk-w eek, and a liv in g  
s tandard based on w e ek ly  wages 
o f $6 to  $12 w ith  no vacations, a 
7-day w o rk  week and the  in t im 
id a tio n  exerted by un io n -ha ting  
bosses and forem en, and you have 
some idea o f the  in d u s try  before 
the C IO  stepped in.

The A F L  had been t r y in g  to  
organ ize the various c ra fts  in  the 
N ew  Y o rk  in d u s try  fo r  m ore tha n  
tw e n ty  years. P e tty  ra cke te e ring  
and com pe tition  between the 
c ra f t  unions, however, p layed 
r ig h t  in to  the  hands o f the  bosses, 
w ith  the resu lt th a t the  A F L  m et 
w ith  l i t t le  success. Today the re
m a in in g  A F L  loca l No. 280 has 
less than  10 per cen t o f the w o rk 
ers in  the  in du s try .

H ow  U n ion W as B u ilt
The h is to ry  o f the La un d ry  

W orke rs  J o in t Board  w h ich  nego
tia te d  the  new 5-day week con
tra c t, dates back less th a n  three 
years, to  M a rch  1937. when over 
1,000 la u n d ry  w o rke rs  s tru c k  in  
the B row nsv ille  section o f N ew  
Y o rk  (B ro o k ly n ). A f te r  five 
weeks the  s tr ik e  was favo ra b ly  
se ttled  fo r  Loca l 280. T h is  in it ia l 
v ic to ry  provided a  favo rab le  op
p o r tu n ity  fo r  fu r th e r  o rgan iza
t io n  advances. The A F L  missed 
its  chance and gave no support 
to  the  drive . The m ilita n ts  o f Lo-

cal 280 thereupon jo ined w ith  the 
la u n d ry  d rive rs  o f Loca l 810 and 
a ffilia ted  themselves to  the CIO  
as the “ U n ited  Laun d ry  W o rk 
ers”  and la te r  to  the  A C W A  as 
Local 300 o f th a t  o rgan iza tion . 
W ith in  a few  sho rt weeks un ion
iza tion  was proceeding in  bang-up 
fash ion and in  tw o  m onths the 
new union had g ro w n  fro m  1,300 
to  15,000 members. Today i t  has 
organized m ore than  30,000 laun
d ry  w orkers.

Local 300 rem ains as the  M an
ha tta n  and B ro n x  local and there 
are e ig h t o ther loca l unions in  the 
J o in t Board, in c lud in g  five  cov
e ring  fa m ily  laundries in  W est
chester, W illiam sb u rg , B row ns
v ille , B oro  P ark , Queens and N as
sau, a L inen S upp ly  Local, a 
wholesale loca l and a hand la un 
d ry  local. In  ad d ition  there is a 
loca l o f agen t-d rive rs  (re g u la r 
d rive rs  are organized d ire c tly  in 
to  the J o in t B oard) a ffilia ted  d i
re c tly  to  the  A C W A .

M uch to  Be Done
The w o rkers , however, cannot 

by any means a ffo rd  to  rest on 
th e ir  lau re ls  o r be con ten t m ere
ly  to safeguard v ic to ries  a lready 
won. In  spite o f the  g re a t 
achievem ents o f the la s t three 
years, the s a n ita ry  fa c ilit ie s  and 
hea lth  pro tection  are s t i l l  f re 
quen tly  non-exis tent o r m ere ex
cuses fo r  w h a t the y  should be. 
The Chinese laundries have ha rd 
ly  been touched by un ion iza tion , 
and as long as th is  la rge  section 
o f the in d u s try  rem ains unorgan
ized i t  constitu tes a constant 
th re a t to  the standards o f the o r
ganized plants.

Despite the g re a t v ic to ry  o f 
the 5-day week, the wages re 
m a in  as lo w  as between $12 to  
$22 per week. The v ic to ries  a l
ready won are o n ly  an in d ica tion  
o f w h a t can be done. The bosses 
cla im ed th a t the present condi
tions  could n o t be g ran ted  w ith 
ou t b a n k ru p tin g  the  in d u s try . 
B u t the w o rke rs  won these im 
proved conditions anyw ay.

P rog ram  fo r  Today
The un ion m ilita n ts  m ust now 

press fo rw a rd  fo r  the  100 per 
cen t un ion iza tion  o f the la un d ry  
in d u s try  and the achievem ent o f 
a m in im um  $30 w eek ly  wage 
th ro u g h o u t the in d u s try . The 5- 
day week m us t be converted to  
a m ax im um  40 ho u r week w ith  
no reduc tion  in  pay. O n ly  th rou gh  
such a f ig h tin g  p rog ram  w i l l  the 
la u n d ry  w o rke rs  achieve fu l l  rea l
iza tion  o f th e ir  s tru g g le  fo r  de
cent w o rk in g  conditions and eco
nom ic secu rity .

A  L A U N D R Y  W O R K E R

O A K L A N D , C a lifo rn ia — H ei e
are a few  ty p ic a l case» o f people 
who e x is t on S tate R e lie f A d m in 
is tra t io n  in  the s ta te  o f C a lifo r
n ia  and C ounty o f A lamedia:

(1) F a m ily  o f th ir te e n  have 
been liv in g  in  a one-room ba m  in  
Russell C ity  fo r  over tw o  m onths, 
and the re lie f social service Is 
aw are o f th is . The fa m ily  is fo rc 
ed to  sleep in  th is  room in  the 
fo llo w in g  m anner: m othe r and 
fa th e r in  one bed, tw o  oldest 
daughters in  1, tw o  g ir ls , 13 and 
15, and a boy 5, sleep in  an o the r; 
tw o  boys in another and tw o  
m ore in ano the r; baby 2 yrs . old 
in  a  c r ib ; baby 10 m onths in  a 
c r ib ; A L L  S LE E P  IN  T H IS  O N E  
ROOM.

(2) M o th e r and five ch ild ren 
have tw o  beds fo r  a ll o f them . 
M o the r and 2-m onth baby and 
son 8 years old sleep in  1 bed, 
tw o  oldest daughters, 16 and 15, 
sleep in the  o th e r and daughter 
12 years old has s lep t on the  floor 
fo r  the past Y E A R  and the R E 
L IE F  IS  A W A R E  O F T H IS  and 
has made no e ffo r t to  rem edy th is  
s itu a tio n , u n t il the  Federa l U n 
employed U n ion  stepped in to  the 
case.

A tte m p t Forced Labor
The average fa m ily  on re lie f in  

A lam eda C ounty is o f Spanish
speaking ex trac tio n , and w h a t a 
beating  they  take  fro m  the re lie f 
and c o u n try  cha ritie s ! The Fed
era l Unem ployed U n ion  in  the 
past s ix  weeks has se ttled  over 
500 grievances and is c a rry in g  on 
a relentless s trugg le  aga ins t the 
re lie f a u tho ritie s  who deprive c li
ents o f the necessities o f life .

The p o licy  o f W O R K IN G  O U T 
re lie f allowances is being enacted 
now and the U n ion  is te ll in g  its  
m em bership th a t they can refuse 
to w o rk  o u t th e ir  re lief,- because 
no t on ly  is i t  a po licy  o f FO R CED 
LA B O R , b u t those who w o rk  w ill 
no t receive the prom ised 15% in 
crease in  budget a f te r  they have 

'w o rk e d  the required am ount o f 
hours.

W here S ta lin is ts  A re
There is a g re a t need o f o rgan 

iza tion  th ro u g h o u t the c o u n try  o f 
'people on re lie f, W P A , and o ther 
| fo rm s  o f re lie f. E spec ia lly  is th is  
I tru e  in  v ic ih itie s  where the Com
m un is t - con tro lled  W orke rs  A ll i-  

I ance o f A m erica  has sold o u t the 
w o rkers  who are in  need o f as

s is tan ce . In  A lam eda C ounty the 
, m a jo r ity  o f the fo rm e r leadership 
I o f the  W A A  is now to  be found 
in the re lie f s ta tions seated be
hind the desks as case aides, etc.

MINERS' CONFAB 
OCCUPIED WITH 
UNEMPLOYMENT

(C ontinued fro m  Page I )  
the re tre a t fo r  the  past tw o  years 
before the onslaughts o f reaction 
and th a t the whole un ion s tru c 
tu re  o f the CIO  stands in  jeopar
dy i f  th is  re tre a t is no t halted.

C ite  U nem ploym ent E ffects
P h il M u rra y  expressed tnese 

fears ve ry  c le a rly  w hen ne 
warned the A m erican  cap ita lis ts  
th a t i f  the problem  o f unem ploy
m ent rem ains unsolved there 
w ou ld  in e v ita b ly  occur “ up ris ings 
and s tr ik e s  o f w o rkers  fo r  the 
r ig h t  to  live , fo r  the  chance to  
w o rk .”  M u rra y  called a tte n tio n  o f 
the  convention delegates to  the 
new ly  perfected continuous p roc
ess fo r  m a n u fa c tu r in g  o f steel, 
w h ich  w i l l  cause the unem ploy
m en t o f ne a rly  90,000 steel W ork
ers w ith in  the  next m onths.

The coa l in d u s try  suffers ve ry  
acu te ly "the  ravages o f unem ploy
m ent. M u rra y  described the new 
coal load ing  m achine w h ich  ac
counted fo r  o n ly  7 per cent o f the 
coal loaded in  1929, b u t has risen 
tc  29 per cent by 1939. In  ten 
years, he estim ated, 70 pe r cent 
o f a ll coal w i l l  be loaded b y  m a
ch inery.

“ Is  i t  any wonder,”  he ex
cla im ed, “ th a t  the  U n ited  M ine 
W o rke rs  v iew  w ith  a la rm  the fu 
tu re  o f the  m in in g  in d u s try  in  
A m e rica ? ”

Menaces W age Scales
U nem p loym ent fu r th e r  men

aces the  wage standards erf the  
em ployed, M u rra y  po in ted out, 
and w arned the delegates th a t  
th e ir  un ion wage s truc tu re s  
w o u ld 'in e v ita b ly  be destroyed i f  
they have to  compete c o n tin u a lly  
w ith  ten  m illio n  id le  men.

The convention adopted the 
fa r-rea ch ing  proposal to  reduce 
unem ploym ent in  the  m in in g  in 
d u s try  th rou gh  the estab lishm ent 
o f the  6-hour day, 5-day week and 
th a t th is  demand was to  consti
tu te  the  ch ie f ob jective o f the 
wage scale nego tia tions w ith  the 
coal opera to rs th is  spring .

S t il l fo r  “ Conference”
The 30-hour week was no t 

pushed, however, as the  answer 
to  the na tio n a l unem ploym ent 
problem . Instead, bo th  Lew is  and 
M u rra y  continued cam paign ing 
fo r  a na tiona l conference o f bus
iness, labor, a g ric u ltu re  and gov
e rnm ent as the panacea to  solve 
the unem ploym ent question, de
scribed by the convention as 
“ A m e rica ’s P roblem  No. 1.”  
W h a t Lew is o r M u rra y  w ou ld  
propose to  such a conference, 
when and i f  i t  is  convoked, the 
m ine un ion leaders d id  n o t bo th
e r to  expla in.

The convention fu r th e r  in 
s truc ted  its  leadership to  nego ti
ate a na tiona l agreem ent cover
in g  the en tire  coal in du s try , the 
ab o lition  o f a ll d isc r im in a to ry  
wage d iffe re n tia ls  in  and between 
d is tr ic ts  and the  inc lus ion o f a ll 
cap tive  m ines under the next un
ion agreement.

Resolutions were adopted sup
p o rtin g  the W agner H e a lth  B ill,  
a five b illio n  d o lla r  lo w  cost pub
lic  housing p rog ram  and the CIO 
le g is la tive  p ro g ra m  o f old age 
pensions o f $60 pe r m on th  fo r  a ll 
persons over 60 years o f age.

A tta c k s  Roosevelt A ga in
Lew is aga in  lashed o u t a t the 

la tte r  p a r t o f the convention a t 
the Roosevelt a d m in is tra tio n  fo r  
its  fa ilu re  to  suppo rt the C IO  de
m and th a t a ll corpora tions found 
g u ilty  o f v io la t in g  the W agner 
Labo r Re lations A c t  be barred 
fro m  rece iv ing  governm ent con
trac ts . The convention adopted a 
reso lu tion  dem anding the  passage 
o f B il l  H R  331, es tab lish ing g u a r
antees o f co llective  ba rga in ing  in  
governm ent con trac ts  and called 
upon Roosevelt to  issue im m edi-

in  the recent period, have ascrib
ed th is  decline sole ly to  the s p lit 
in  la bo r’s ranks and the conse
quent w a rfa re  th a t ensued be
tween the tw o  labo r fac tions

Is  i t  true  th a t the decline of 
tw o  years can be ascribed solely 
o r m a in ly  to  the s p lit  in  labor's 
ranks?  N o ! O f equal and even o f 
g re a te r im portance is the po licy  
o f the labo r movem ent. La bo r is 
today m a rk in g  tim e, f ir s t  o f  a ll. 
because o f the inadequate, con
servative, c lass-co llaboration po l
icies o f its  leadership; the lack  of 
a m ilita n t,  re a lis tic  p rog ram  to  
p o in t the w ay fo r  a genuine sol
u tion  to  the problem s o f unem
ploym ent, in se cu rity  and the 
th rea ten ing  w ar.

F o r example, the A F L  is today 
being subjected to  an a tta c k  un
precedented in  recent labo r h is
to ry , in  the fo rm  o f the “ a n t i
t ru s t ”  ind ic tm ents , w h ich  th re a t
en the ve ry  existence o f num er
ous A F L  In te rn a tion a ls . How  is 
the A F L  responding to  th is  m oi t -  
al th re a t?  I t  is con fin ing  its  res
istance to  the h ir in g  o f lawyers, 
the d ra w in g  up o f b rie fs  and the 
bu tto n -ho lin g  o f in d iv idu a l p o li
tic ians. A  p itiab le  cam paign! Is  
th is  poor resistance, perchance, to

be expla ined by the  s p lit  in  lab
o r ’s ran ks?  N o ! I t  is expla ined by 
the t im id  and cow ard ly  po lic ies o f 
the A F L  na tiona l leadership.

These t im id  and cow ard ly  p o li
cies m ake those o f the C IO  lead
ersh ip shine by  com parison. B u t 
on ly  by th is  com parison. B y  the 
measure o f the problem s w h ich  
the CIO  faces, by the measure o f 
the desperate needs o f its  m em 
bership, the po lic ies o f the CIO  
leadership are a lm ost as b a n k ru p t 
as those o f the A F L . Lew is ’ la ck  
o f confidence in  the  independent 
s tre n g th  o f labor, m  the a b ili ty  
o f the w o rk in g  class to m arch 
fo rw a rd  onto the broad h ighw ays 
o f an independent p o lit ic a l p a r ty  
o f labor, m ere ly  means th a t he 
does no t visualize the policies 
w h ich  organized labo”  would re 
qu ire  on th a t road. H is  v a c illa t
in g  po lic ies w on’t  w o rk  on th a t 
road. B u t th a t on ly  means th a t 
the necessary polic ies m ust be pu l 
fo rw a rd  in  place o f those o f Lew is. 
There is no sho rt c u t to  pushing 
the C IO  a long the road i t  m ust go 
to  solve the  needs o f the masses. 
O n ly  as voices arise w h ich  a r t i
cu la te ly  and accu ra te ly  re flect 
these needs, w i l l  the C IO  move in 
the necessary d irec tion .

Indictments Quashed 
In  Minneapolis Trials

S trike  Begins a t Toledo  
Gas P la n t As Talks F a il

By D O Y L E  C L A R K
TO LE D O , Ohio, Feb, 1— F a il

ure o f the  Ohio F ue l Gas Co. to 
come to  te rm s w ith  the  Gas and 
B y-P roducts  W orke rs  loca l un
ion No. 1202-1 resu lted in  a  strike  
here ea rly  tc^Cay. N ego tia tions  
had proceeded in  va in  u n t il 5.30 
a.m. th is  m orn ing , when, as the  
Company offic ia ls  showed ao  
signs o f y ie ld ing  to  the un ion de
mands o f a 121/2 per cent wage 
increase, fu l l  sen io rity  r ig h ts , 
closed sbopi and a signed con
tra c t, the  union m em bership v o t
ed unan im ously to  s tr ike . The 
w o rkers  doe to  go on d u ty  a t 
7.00 a-m. refused to  en te r the  
p lan ts  and th e  s tr ik e  was in  fu l l  
sw ing.

Scab* Im ported
W ith  cus tom ary  a la c r ity  the 

com pany proceeded to  im p o rt 
o u t-o f-to w n  scabs w h ile  w ith  the 
same b rea th  th e y  launched an a t
ta ck  on the  un ion fo r  b r in g in g  in 
“ outside elem ents”  to  he lp lead 
the s tr ike . O ffers o f un ion men, 
tho ro u g h ly  tra in ed  in  gas-m a
chine operation, to  operate the 
p lan ts  a t m in im u m  production  
were tu rned  down cold b y  the  
com pany w h ich  p re fe rred  to  lo w 
er m ora le  and wages by  an im 
p o rta tio n  o f u n tra in ed  and non
union finks.

On a ll po in ts  w h ic h  th e  un ion  
raised the com pany equivocated. 
They held o u t aga inst the  de
mand fo r  an increase o f  12%  per 
cent, and ve ry  te n ta tiv e ly  
“ agreed”  to  a  possib le 5  pe r cent

increase— provided the c ity  coun
c il was able to  ad ju s t local gas 
rates in  the  com pany's favo r.

O bviously  the com pany was 
us ing th e  th re a t o f s tr ik e  as a 
c lub w ith  w h ich  to  fo rce  c ity  po l
itic ia n s  to  ra ise rates. C. H. F e ll, 
V ice P resident o f the U n ited  M ine 
W orkers, w ith  w h ich  the  s tr ik e rs  
are a ffilia ted , summed the s itu a 
tion  up a p tly  when he rem arked :

. . the gas companies are a t
te m p tin g  to  use the  un ion as a 
‘gu inea p ig ’ . W e refuse to  be a 
b a t w h ich  the companies can bold 
o ve r the C ity  Council in  o rd e r 
to  g e t the ra te  the y  w a n t.”

Press A n ti-U n io n

The Toledo B lade, a H ears t- 
Pau l B lock ra g  o f the  sm elliest 
s o ft; w ro te  up h e a v ily  biased 
stories ob the s itu a tio n  heaping 
v ia  im p lica tio n  abuse upon the 
union. A  f ro n t  page e d ito r ia l a l
so appeared in  w h ich  i t  is  p o in t
ed o u t th a t  the gas com pany is 
a “ P U B L IC ' u t i l i t y .  The under
handed a im  oiKthe ed ito rs  is  ev i
den tly  to  m islead the readers in 
to  th in k in g  th a t the  u t i l i t y  is  
m u n ic ip a lly  owned. T h is  is  a 
v ic ious falsehood. The O h io  Fuel 
Gas Co. is a p r iv a te  en te rp rise  
w h ich  piles up a good ly p ro fit  
each yea r and enables i ts  owners 
to  lo ll in  lim ousines and m an
sions. In  th is  s trugg le , as in  a ll 
s im ila r  s trugg les i t  is  n o t d iff i
c u lt to  see on w h ich  side the  po
lice, press, radio, pub lic  op in ion 
(o ffic ia l) are a ligned.

BRITISH DECREE FORCED LABOR 
FOR NEGROES IN COLONIES

Forced labo r is  now  in  fo rce  in  
N igeria , the  Cameroons and o th e r 
B r it is h  colonies in  A fr ic a . The 
B r it is h  G overnm ent has invoked 
the forced la bo r regu la tions  in s ti
tu ted  a t the beg inn ing  o f the sec
ond w o rld  w a r, the  B a ltim o re  
A fro -A m e rica n  reports.

The regu la tions  prov ide th a t 
able-bodied na tives between the 
ages o f 18 and 40 m ay be required 
to w o rk  as c a rr ie rs  o r m o to r 
d rive rs  to  fa c il ita te  the m ovem ent 
o f m il ita ry  forces o r fo r  the 
tra n s p o rt o f arm s, equipm ent o r 
stores fo r  the m il i ta ry  forces.

In  practice  i t  means th a t the 
na tives m ay be taken  fro m  th e ir 
v illages and used in  any k in d  o f 
w o rk  essential to  c a rry in g  on the 
w ar. T h is  Includes fa rm in g , fo r 
estry, m an u fac tu ring , road con
s tru c tio n  and common labor.

a te ly  an executive o rder to  th is  
effect.

The p o lit ic a l p rog ram  o f the 
U M W , and in  a sense o f the CIO, 
rem ained hang ing in  m id -a ir. A f t 
e r vigorous debate, the conven
t io n  adopted the  Lew is  recom
m endations em pow ering the “ In 
te rn a tio n a l E xecu tive  Board to 
take “ appropria te  action ”  and to 
render “ such reasonable fina nc ia l 
support as c ircum stances m ay 
w a rra n t a t the proper tim e  in 
support o f the p ro g ra m  th a t  m ay 
be agreed upon and w orked  ou t 
in  cooperation w ith  L a b o r’s Non- 
P a rtisa n  League.”

The convention pa id s ile n t t r ib 
ute in  its  la s t session to  its  w o rk 
ing  class heroes when a ll the del
egates stood in  silence In  com 
m em ora tion  o f the  th ree un ion 
m embers k ille d  la s t yea r b y  gun
men in  "B loody”  H a r la n  County, 
K en tucky.

The B r it is h  a u th o ritie s  m ay  go 
to  a v illag e  and take  seventy-five 
o u t o f every one hundred m en and 
w o rk  them  fo r  seven consecutive 
days, o r i t  m ay ta ke  tw e n ty -fiv e  
ou t o f every hundred and use 
them  fo r  f i f t y  days. I f  the  ser
vice required is less than  one hour 
the natives m ust pe rfo rm  i t  w ith 
ou t pay. O therw ise he gets the 
p re va ilin g  wage, usu a lly  less than 
tw e n ty -five  cents a day.

P ro tes t Leaders A rres ted
U nde r the em ergency w a r  reg 

u la tions  w h ich  a llow s the B r it is h  
a u th o ritie s  to  m ake “ preven tive  
a rre s ts ”  the leaders who w ould  
pro test aga ins t any o f the w a r 
regu la tions imposed on the  na
tives, have been arrested.

Some tim e  ago, W allace John
son, o rgan izer o f the  W est A f r i 
can Y o u th  League and o f the 
W e s t.A fr ic a n  na tive  m iners was 
arrested and placed in  prison  fo r  
the d u ra tio n  o f the  w ar.

In  the W est Ind ies, U r ia h  B u t
le r  who led th e  general s tr ik e  in  
T rin id a d  in  1938 has been a rre s t
ed under the em ergency w a r reg
u lations.

R eports  th a t the F rench  Gov
ernm ent is sending M . Gal an 
D auf, na tive  depu ty fro m  Senegal 
back home on a m ission to  boost 
na tive  re c ru it in g  ind ica tes th a t 
A fr ic a n  young men are n o t r a l ly 
in g  to  the colors in  the  w ay th a t 
F rance would lik e  them  to.

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
on a conspiracy charge, whereup
on the judge gave h im  bo th  the 
s ix  m onths and the p roba tion  on 
the  conspiracy charge.

On the m otion  o f defense a t
to rney Tom  D avis th a t the ex
ecution o f the sentences be de
layed pending a possible appeal, 
the men were taken to  the H en
nepin C ounty ja i l  where the y  w il l  
rem ain u n t il M onday o r Tuesday.

A c tu a lly , i t  is  do ub tfu l i f  an 
appeal w i l l  be made, because of 
la ck  o f funds. To ba il o u t the 
seventeen w ould  cost $3,700 fo r  
ba il bonds; to have the  enormous 
tra n s c r ip t p rin ted , another $10,- 
000. The judge estim ated to  a 
n ice ty  ju s t how heavy he could 
go on the sentences w ith o u t p ro 
vo k in g  an in s is ten t demand th a t 
the cases be appealed.

The fou rteen  wom en who were 
convicted, the judge announced, 
would appear before h im  Feb. 10 
fo r  sentencing, a t w h ich  tim e  the 
five  w ho pled nolo contendere are 
also expected to  appear.

P risoners ’ In s p ir in g  M eeting

F rid a y  n ig h t -in the D rive rs  
U n ion  H a ll the ind ic ted  s tr ik e rs  
m et in  an in s p ir in g  m eeting . M ax 
Geldman and E d P a lm qu is t 
spoke, exp la in ing  the  m eaning of 
the new developments. Charles 
Connors, on ly  N egro  am ong the 
defendants, rose and spoke o f the 
b ro th e r ly  w ay he had a lw a y s , 
been trea ted  and the co m p le te1 
la ck  o f ra c ia l pre jud ice . A l l 1 
pledged th e ir  ab id ing  fa ith  in  th e 1 
Federal W orke rs  Section. The 
m oving  m eeting  was closed w ith  
the s in g in g  o f "S o lid a r ity ” .

W ho ({unshed Ind ic tm e n ts?

Roosevelt’s “ am iab le”  in te rces
sion— th a t is th e  In te rp re ta tio n  
be ing c ircu la ted  b y  the adm in is 
tra t io n  and its  supporters—  
doesn’t  foo l the m illio n s  o f  w o rk 
ers w ho know  th a t i t  w as Roose
v e lt h im se lf w ho d irec ted  the 
v ic ious a tta c k  aga ins t the M inne 
apolis s tr ike rs , and th a t he has 
on ly  been b ro u g h t up s h o rt be
cause o f the trem endous o u tb u rs t 
o f p ro te s t fro m  the la bo r move
ment.

I t  was the s tead ily  m ou n tin g  
la bo r p ro te s t aga ins t the  govern
m en t’s persecution o f th e  M inne
apolis unem ployed th a t  fin a lly  
forced the  a d m in is tra tio n  to  back 
down. Th is, com bined w ith  the 
fa c t  1940 is an e lection year.

Labo r W arned Persecutors

The M inneapo lis  un ion move
m ent, as fa r  back as J u ly  28th 
o f la s t year, served pub lic  notice 
i t  m eant to  defend the s tr ik e rs  
aga ins t the fram e-ups even then 
be ing undertaken by  the D e pa rt
m en t o f Justice a t Roosevelt’s 
orders. On th a t day John Boscoe, 
president o f the M inneapo lis 'C en
t r a l L a b o r U n ion, speaking over 
th e  m a jo r rad io  s ta tions o f the 
sta te , warned th a t “ W e are  de
te rm ined to  p ro te c t the legal 
r ig h ts  o f ou r m embers and de
fend  them  aga ins t any a ttem pted  
fram e-ups. . . . The f ig h t  fo r  jobs 
a t  un ion wages and conditions, 
and fo r  decent re lie f standards 
fo r  those w ho have no jobs, did 
n o t begin o r  end w ith  the W P A  
s tr ik e  in  M inneapo lis .”

S h o rtly  a fte r  Roosevelt and 
M u rp h y  procla im ed th e ir  in te n 
t io n  to  in s titu te  c r im in a l proceed
ings  aga inst the W P A  s tr ike rs , 
p a r tic u la r ly  in  M inneapolis, p ro 
tests began to  emanate fro m  un 
ions th ro u g h o u t the  coun try . On 
J u ly  31. 1939, the S ailo rs U n ion  
o f the  P acific  adopted a reso lu
t io n  com paring  the New  Deal 
w ith  " th e  ty p ic a l ra w  deal th a t 
organized la b o r has a lw ays g o t
ten fro m  la b o r-h a tin g  bosses and 
p o litic ian s ,”  and reso lv ing : "T h a t 
we p ro te s t the  usu rpa tion  o f d ic 
ta to r ia l pow er im p lic it  in  the 
th rea ts  to  prosecute w o rke rs  fo r  
s tr ik in g  to  defend th e ir  l iv e l i
hood and declare th a t we w i l l  re
s is t to  the u tm o s t any a tte m p t 
a t fasc is t reg im en ta tion  o f A m e r
ican labor. . . .”

Defense O rganized

On A u g u s t 22. when i t  was 
seen the  D e pa rtm e n t o f Justice 
was ou t to  in d ic t  as m any W P A  
s tr ik e rs  as possible, the M in ne 
apolis la bo r m ovem ent set up  its  
W P A  Defense C om m ittee, made

up o f rep resenta tive * fro m  the 
M inneapolis C en tra l La bo r U n ion , 
the B u ild in g  Trades Council, the 
P r in t in g  Trades Council, and the 
Team sters J o in t Council, and be
gan ra is in g  funds to  defend the 
s tr ik e rs . I t  was th is  Defense 
C om m ittee  th a t ca rried  the b u r
den o f the defense, and it d id  a 
m agn ificen t job. One measure o f 
the Hercu lean e ffo rts  p u t fo r th  
by la bo r is seen in  the $25,000 
raised and expended by the De
fense Com m ittee.

Green Joined Defense
On Septem ber 4, P resident W il

liam  Green o f the A F L  jo ined the 
defense m ovem ent by p ledging 
the un ited  support o f the A F L  to 
the persecuted M inneapo lis  W P A  
s tr ike rs . “ I t  seems clear,”  s ta ted 
Green, “ th a t the prosecution o f 
re lie f w o rke rs  in  M inneapo lis is 
persecution. . . .

"W o rk in g  people everywhere 
p ro tes t aga inst such a  po licy 
pursued by the governm ent a t a 
tim e  when m ore than 10,000,000 
are unemployed. I t  is  bad enough 
fo r  w o rke rs  to su ffe r pa in  o f un
em ploym ent. I t  is c ru e lty  when 
the governm ent adds to  th is  su f
fe r in g  th rou gh  persecution such 
as ’s being in flic ted  on w o rke rs  
in  M inneapolis.

“ The m em bership o f the A m e r
ican Federa tion  o f La bo r w ill ex
tend to  these persecuted people 
th e ir  sym pa thy  and fu l l  measure 
o f m ora l support. The w o rk  o f 
the  M inneapo lis C entra l Labor 
U n ion  in  defend ing these perse
cuted w o rke rs  is to  be commend
ed.”

Federa tion  Rebukes Roosevelt

The pres ident and the secre
ta ry  o f the M innesota S tate Fed
e ra tio n  o f La bo r added th e ir  p ro
tests to  Green’s, d ispa tch ing  a 
w ire  to  M u rp h y  p ro te s tin g  
aga ins t the persecution and the 
h igh  ba il. A  fe w  days la te r  the 
S tate F edera tion  o f L a b o r held 
its  57 th  annual convention a t 
w h ich  i t  adopted a s tin g in g  res
o lu tio n  condem ning the  Roosevelt 
a d m in is tra tio n  fo r  sup po rting  the 
W P A  wage ca t, and endorsed the 
W P A  Defense C om m ittee.

E a r ly  in  Septem ber th e  M inne
apolis L a b o r Tem ple Association 
m et and voted to  pledge i t s  $78,- 
000 p ro p e rty  as su re ty  fo r  the 
s tr ik e rs ' b a il bonds.

The St. P au l Trades &  La bo r 
A ssem bly in  Septem ber se t up  a 
W P A  Defense C om m ittee  p a t
terned a fte r  th e  M inneapo lis 
com m ittee.

Gtr O ctobe r 6 th  and 7th, the 
W P A  Defense C om m ittee  held a 
ta g  d a y  in  M inneapo lis  d u rin g  
w h ic h  ten thousand persons do
na ted  over $1,000 to  th e  defense 
fu n d i

U n ions  th ro u g h o u t the na tion  
have' donated to  th e  W P A  De
fense' C om m ittee. A F L  and C IO  
un ions and unem ployed o rgan iza
tion s  have adopted reso lu tions o f 
s o lid a r ity  w ith  the  M inneapo lis  
s tr ike rs .

I n  the  m idd le  o f  O ctober the 
A m e rica n  F ede ra tion  o f  La b o r’s 
executive council passed a reso lu
tio n  p ro te s tin g  a g a in s t th e  fed
era l cou rts  fo r  the  persecution o f 
the W P A  s tr ike rs .

Pressure W ins  V ic to ry

Seeing th a t  he could ne ithe r 
b lu ff n o r  coerce organized la bo r
to  back aw a y  fro m  its  declared 
s o lid a r ity  w ith  the  ind ic ted  and 
conv ic ted s tr ik e rs , re a liz in g  th a t 
i t  is an e lection ye a r and th a t 
soon th e  p a r ty  he heads and the 
class he represents w ou ld  have to  
present its e lf  as best i t  could as 
a “ fr ie n d  o f the  unem ployed,”  
P resident Roosevelt made an 
about-face and decided to  ge t out 
o f  the  M inneapo lis s itu a tio n  as 
g ra c e fu lly  as he could.

Such la bo r defense cases as 
th a t in  M inneapo lis w i l l  become 
m ore and m ore frequen t the clos
e r the  ru l in g  class pushes th is  
na tion  tow a rds  w a r. In  the  days 
to  come, i t  is  w o rth  rem em bering 
th a t the free ing  o f the M in n e 
apolis s tr ik e rs  was the w o rk  o f 
the unions o f th is  c ity  and th is  
na tion . So fa r  as those who have 
been close to  the he llish persecu
t io n  of- the M inneapo lis s tr ik e rs  
a re  concerned, a l l e ffo rts  o f 
Roosevelt and his supporters to 
w h itew ash  the N ew  Deal in  th is  
case w i l l  be unava iling .

D O W N T O W N  L A B O R  C E N TE R  
presents A  N IG H T  O F  R E D  
STARS. P rofessional E n te r
ta in m en t in c lud in g  d ra m a tic  
s k it, a g roup  dance rec ita l, 
chorus and Red fo lksong  re
cord ings on F E B R U A R Y  17. 
Dance M usic, Refreshm ents. 
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M a rx is ts  have a lw ays insisted th a t lyn ch in g  
has no th ing  to  do w ith  the p ro te c tion  o f “ the 
p u r ity  o f wom anhood.”  The m ost cu rso ry  read
in g  o f the evidence collected about lyn ch in g  
shows th a t the  savagery w ith  w h ich  the Negro 
is usu a lly  charged applies, n o t to  the lynched 
Negroes b u t to the lynchers. M a rx is ts  in s is t f u r 
th e r th a t lynch ing  is rooted in  the social and 
economic conditions o f the South. I t  is  no t enough 
to say these th ings. They m us t be proved, d ire c t
ly  and in d ire c tly .

Some years ago A r th u r  F. Raper made a care
fu l s tudy o f lynch ing. The resu lts  were published 
in  the  T ragedy o f Lyn ch ing  (The U n iv e rs ity  o f 
N o rth  C aro lina  Press, 1933). They are w o rth  
study.

Black Belt Lynching
The Negroes in  the South are m ost heav ily  

concentra ted in  the old B la ck  B e it. In  th is  area 
fre q u e n tly  one-ha lf o f the popu la tion  is colored. 
There the N egro is safer fro m  lyn ch in g  than  
anywhere else. W hy?  Says Raper, “ In  the  B la ck  
B e lt race re la tions revolve abou t the p lan ta tion  
system, under w h ich  N egro tenants and wage 
hands are p ra c tic a lly  indispensable. Here the  va 
r ia n t  economic and c u ltu ra l levels o f the mass o f 
w h ites  and the mass o f Negroes are w e ll defined, 
and fa r  rem oved.”  The December num ber o f the 
New  In te rn a tio n a l contains a long  and w e ll doc
um ented a rtic le  by  R obert B irch m an  th a t an
alyzes these conditions, and shows the  N egro ’s 
s ta tus to be l i t t le  rem oved fro m  the s lavery  o f 
p re -C iv il W a r days. T ied hand and fo o t by  the 
economic system , k e p t in  his place by the law s 
o f c a p ita lis t production, the N egro  is lynched 
least in  these areas.

The lynch ings  th a t do occur, however, are o f 
a special type, corresponding to  the economic 
set-up and the p o lit ic a l and social conditions cre
ated by it .

“ The B la ck  B e lt lyn ch in g  is som eth ing o f a 
business transac tion .”  (p. 56) "The w h ites  there, 
ch ie fly  o f the  p la n te r class and consciously de
pendent upon the N egro  fo r  labor, lynch  h im  to  
conserve tra d it io n a l la nd lo rd -te na n t re la tions 
ra th e r th a n  to  w re a k  vengeance upon his race. 
B la ck  B e lt w h ite  m en demand th a t  the Negroes 
s tay  o u t o f th e ir  po litics  and d in in g  rooms, the 
be tte r to  keep them  in  th e ir  fie lds and k itchens.”  

There is no “ w idespread hys te ria .”  The mob is 
usua lly  sm all. I n  cases examined by  Raper, the 
“ m ob proceeded in  rou tine  fash ion  . . . w i th  a l
m ost c lo ck -like  precis ion.”  in  these areas po l
itic s  is the w h ite  em p loyer’s business. The N egro 
m ust n o t in te rfe re . The cou n try  offic ia ls  are d i
rec t agents o f the p la n ta tio n  owners and are w e ll 
paid. The she riff o f B o liv a r County, fo r  instance, 
received in  1931 $40,000 a year, ten tim es the 
sa la ry  o f the  G overnor o f M ississipp i. “ In  these 
B lack  B e lt p la n ta tio n  areas, where m odified slave 
pa tte rns  s t i l l  persist, any crim e w h ich  occurs 
am ong the property less Negroes is considered a 
labo r m a tte r 'to  be hand led ISy the  w h ite  land lo rd  
o r h is overseer."

W e see now w h y  these fe llow s are so fie rce ly  
opposed to  the an tt- lyn ch in g  b ill.  I t  w i l l  be a 
po w erfu l means o f aw akening the Negroes to  the 
fa c t th a t they have r ig h ts , w h ich  are recognized 
in  theory  a t any ra te  by the Federal Governm ent. 
The b ill w i l l  no t stop lyn ch in g  b u t i t  w il l s tr ik e  
a  b low  a t the whole system.

The Mob Lynching
F ra n k  Shay, in  h is Judge Lyn ch  (Ives W ash- 

bum , 1938), gives us a p ic tu re  o f the o th e r type 
o f lynch ing , where the  m ob grow s w ild  and tears 
the liv in g  flesh fro m  the bu rn ing  Negro. T h is  
mob, he says, is made up o f young men between 
th e ir  teens and th e ir  m idd le  tw en ties  w ith  a 
s p r in k lin g  o f m orons of. a ll ages. “ I ts  members 
are na tive  w h ites, m ostly  the  underpriv ileged , 
the unemployed, the dispossessed, and the un a t
tached. . . . They a re  g rocery-c le rks , soda-jerkers, 
low -pa id  employees in  jobs th a t requ ire  ne ithe r 
tra in in g  no r in te lligence ; jobs th a t  m ig h t o ften  
be fille d  m ore com peten tly  by Negroes and a t 
low er wages. In  ru ra l com m unities th is  m ob is 
made up o f day-w o rke rs  and wage-hands, the 
m ore sh iftless type o f tenants, those w ho th rough  
b ir th  and fo rm e r pos ition  are bound to  the  lo 
c a lity .”

There we have i t .  T h e ir own m isery, defeat, 
and the fe a r fo r  the scraps by w h ich  they  live  
d rive  them  p e rio d ica lly  to  te rro r iz e  and w reak  
th e ir  w ra th  aga ins t the social system  on the N e
groes, whom  the y  see as th e ir  g rea tes t enem y 
and whom  th e y  a re  t ra d it io n a lly  ta u g h t to  des
pise. Here aga in  lyn ch in g  is rooted in  the  eco
nom ic system  and even the ve ry  fo rm s  i t  takes 
are conditioned by  the specific class re la tions  o f 
the tw o  races.

Raper illu s tra te s  th is  p rin c ip le  in  m any ways. 
Take the  s itu a tio n  in  N o rth  Texas and C entra l 
O klahom a. T h is  is n o t a B la ck  B e lt area, and in  
the  urban com m unities o f these counties m any 
business and pro fessional Negroes own c o m fo rt
able homes and o th e r p rope rty . A  considerable 
p ro p o rtio n  o f the  colored people re g u la r ly  p a r
tic ip a te  in  local and na tiona l elections. The p rop
ertied  wh ites, no t dependent upon N egro labo r as 
are the w h ites  in  the  B lack  B e lt area, do not 
c ircum scribe  the  N egro ’s a c t iv ity  to  the same 
degree. B u t the poorer w h ites  in  the ru ra l areas 
are hostile . B y  violence and th rea ts  they  d rive  
the Negroes fro m  the  ru ra l neighborhoods. The 
lynch-m obs num ber over one thousand.

Raper m akes one t ru ly  aston ish ing observa
tion . W h ile  the p rope rtied  w h ites  here a llow  the 
Negroes a ce rta in  freedom , the y  do no t need them  
{o r labo r and are the re fo re  in d iffe re n t to  Negro 
persecution by the poor wh ites. In  the B lack  
B e lt, however, the p la n ta tio n  owners p ro te c t th e ir  
N egro  serfs fro m  the h o s t ility  o f the poor wh ites. 
They are no t go ing to  have th e ir  labo r fo rce  in 
te rfe red  w ith  by a r iv a l labo r force. W hen there 
is any lyn ch in g  to  be done, they themselves w il l  
do it ,  in  a sys tem atic  and organized m anner.

One la s t po in t. G oing on da ta  com piled by 
W oo fte r, R aper shows th a t  between 1900 and 
1930, whenever the p rice  o f co tton  is above the 
usual trend, the  num ber o f lynch ings  is below 
the  average. W henever the  price  o f co tton  is 
depressed, the  num ber o f lyn ch in gs  increases.

The F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l s trugg les w herever 
a  b a ttle  in  the class w a r is  be ing waged. W e u t i l 
ize the  c a p ita lis t p a rlia m e n t fo r  ou r ow n p u r
poses, and th a t is w h y  we do a ll we can to  de
fe a t the  a tte m p t o f the  Senators to  b lock the 
b ill.  B u t w e never lose s ig h t o f the  fa c t  th a t  the 
grea test enemy o f a ll is the c a p ita lis t system . I t  
cannot ex is t in  the  South w ith o u t mob law . The 
w orkers , w h ite  and black, m us t s tead ily  prepare 
to  destroy cap ita lism , the root-source o f lynch ing .

ON THE WAR IN  FINLAND

Why We Should Defend the Soviet Union
B y  A L B E R T  G O LD M A N

W h a t a tt itu d e  should a class
conscious w o rk e r adopt tow ards 
the S ov ie t-F inn ish  w a r?

The problem  is in  re a lity  no t 
so d iff ic u lt  as some people w ou ld  
have us believe. The w o rk e r who 
does n o t p e rm it h im se lf to  be 
confused by the propaganda o f 
the  c a p ita lis t press, by  the w h in - 
ings o f a ll the va rie tie s  o f m idd le- 
class in te llec tua ls , in c lu d in g  those 
who ca ll themselves "so c ia lis ts ” 
and those who use M a rx is t phras
eology; the w o rk e r who bases 
h im se lf on the  fundam enta ls  of 
re vo lu tio n a ry  M arx ism  and who 
approaches the  whole problem  
fro m  the s tandpo in t o f the h is to r
ic in te rests  o f the  w o rk in g  class, 
w i l l  rea d ily  agree th a t  the po licy 
adopted by  the S ocia lis t W o rk 
ers P a r ty  is n o t on ly  c lear and 
sim ple to  understand, b u t is the 
on ly  po licy  th a t is in  ha rm ony 
w ith  the p rinc ip les o f revo lu tion 
a ry  socialism  and the re fo re  one 
hundred per cent correct.

R E V O L U T IO N A R Y  ROOTS 
O F T H E  S O V IE T  U N IO N

The re vo lu tio n a ry  w o rke r, in  
t ry in g  to  a rr iv e  a t a  co rrec t con
c lusion as to  w h a t a tt itu d e  he 
should take tow ards the s trugg le  
between the  Soviet U n ion  and 
F in land , cannot possib ly fo rg e t 
the d iffe re n t roots o f these tw o  
states. The S oviet U n ion  was 
born as the resu lt o f the  g reatest 
revo lu tiona ry  upheaval in  the h is
to ry  o f m ankind. U n de r the  lead
ersh ip o f Len in  the Russian 
masses destroyed the ca p ita lis t 
a rm y, po lice force, ja ils , leg is la 
tive, executive and ju d ic ia l o r
gans, in  a w ord , the c a p ita lis t 
sta te  th a t protected the in te rests 
o f the Russian ca p ita lis ts  and 
landlords. U nder the leadership 
o f Len in  the Russian masses cre
ated a new type o f state, the 
Soviet state, based on the  idea 
th a t the  w o rke rs  should con tro l 
th e ir  own destinies bo th  p o lit ic a l
ly  and econom ically. The w o rke rs ’ 
s ta te  proceeded to  na tiona lize  a ll 
in d u s try . The cap ita lis ts  fled the 
coun try .

There are some people, p re
tend ing  to  be the  super-M arx is ts  
o f the cen tu ry , who c la im  th a t 
there never was a  p ro le ta ria n  
revo lu tion  in Russia. W e sha ll le t 
these people argue w ith  the  fo r 
m er Russian cap ita lis ts  w ho are 
now liv in g  in  France, E ng land 
and the U n ited  S tates and voc i
fe rous ly  p ro c la im in g  the need to

defend dem ocra tic  F in land . To 
the w o rk e r w ho is no t m isled by 
phrases any revo lu tion  in  w h ich  
the masses take the industries 
aw ay fro m  the cap ita lis ts  is a 
p ro le ta ria n  revo lu tion .

I t  is tru e  th a t the te rr ib le  con
d ition s  under w h ich  the  revo lu 
t io n  was consum m ated did no t 
p e rm it the  w o rke rs ' s ta te  to  p u t 
in to  p ractice  the degree o f de
m ocracy th a t Len in  dreamed of, 
bu t in  sp ite  o f e ve ry th in g  the 
Russian w o rke rs  had g rea te r 
freedom  and g rea te r r ig h ts  un 
der the e a rly  Soviet reg im e than 
any group o f w o rke rs  ever had in 
the  h is to ry  o f m ankind. T h e ir v ic 
to rious  s trugg le  aga inst the a r 
m ies o f the  Russian, French, E ng
lis h  and A m erican  cap ita lis ts  tes
tifies  to th a t fac t.

R E A C T IO N A R Y  ROOTS 
O F  BO URG EO IS F IN L A N D

Now  le t us take  a  look a t the 
o r ig in  o f F in land. The s to ry  is 
simple. U nder the leadership o f 
M annerheim  and supported, f ir s t  
by the Germ an im p e ria lis ts  and 
then by the E ng lish  im peria lis ts , 
the F inn ish  w h ite  guards suc
ceeded in  de feating  the F inn ish  
w orke rs , e x te rm in a tin g  tens o f 
thousands o f them  phys ica lly  and 
estab lish ing on th e ir  blood and 
bones a cou n try  w h ich  was to  
serve as one o f the  bu ffe r states 
against the Soviet Union. In  the 
course o f some years a veneer o f 
c a p tia lis t dem ocracy was sm ear
ed over b u t ha rd ly  succeeded in 
concealing the c a p ita lis t exp lo ita 
tio n  w h ich  ex is ts  there . Essen
t ia l ly  i t  is the same F in lan d  th a t 
was created by v ir tu e  o f the de
fe a t o f the F inn ish  w o rkers  and 
the same M annerheim  is  s t i l l  a t 
the head o f th is  country .

Thus in  the s trugg le  between 
the  Soviet U n ion  and F in land  we 
have one born under the leader- 
s h i*  o f Len in  in  a v ic to riou s  
s trugg le  aga inst the cap ita lis ts  
and the o the r bo m  under the 
leadership o f M annerheim  in  a 
v ic to riou s  s tru g g le  aga inst the 
w orkers.

He who ignores th is  fa c t  is 
l ik e ly  to  go fa r  a s tra y  and land 
in  com pany w h ich, to p u t i t  m ild 
ly , is fa r  fro m  in te rested in  the 
w e lfa re  o f the  F inn ish  o r any 
o th e r w orkers.

IS  A N Y T H IN G  L E F T  O F 
T H IiL .R U S S IA N  R E V O L U T IO N ?

Is  there a n y th in g  le f t  o f the 
revo ltu ion , o f the w o rk  o f the 
Russian masses guided by Len in?

T h is  is the second question th a t 
we m ust ask ourselves." F or, ob
viously, i f  there is no th in g  le f t  
o f the revo lu tion  we need no t con
cern ourselves a t a ll w ith  the 
question w hethe r o r no t to  defend 
the Soviet U n ion . The re vo lu tion 
a ry  w o rk e r can m ake up his m ind  
on ly  on the basis o f the answer 
to  the question: Is  there any
th in g  w o rth  w h ile  saving in  the 
Soviet U n ion?

The leaders o f the  revo lu tion  
of Novem ber 1917 had as th e ir  
fundam enta l a im  the achieve
m ent o f socialism , the estab lish
m ent o f a social system  where 
the means o f p roduc tion  w ou ld  
be owned by  socie ty as a whole, 
where every hum an be ing would 
have a ve ry  h igh  s tandard  o f l iv 
ing, w here there  w ou ld  be no 
classes and consequently where 
there w ou ld  be no state, th a t is, 
no ins trum en ts  o f fo rce  fo r  the 
purpose o f keeping any section 
o f society under con tro l. The ad
vanced w orkers, however, under
stood w e ll enough th a t such a 
social system  could no t be 
achieved unless the  p ro le ta rian  
revo lu tion  was extended to the 
m ost advanced c a p ita lis t coun
tries.

the im p e ria lis t w a r, the c iv i l w a r 
and the th ro t t l in g  o f the p ro le 
ta r ia n  revo lu tion  in  G erm any by 
the Social D em ocra tic  leaders, 
made im possible the a tta in m e n t 
o f a re a lly  dem ocra tic  s ta te . The 
bu reaucra tic  forces generated by 
these ob jective conditions f in a lly  
gained con tro l. The v ic to ry  o f 
S ta lin  over T ro ts k y  expressed the  
v ic to ry  o f the  bu reaucra tic  over 
the dem ocra tic  forces.

Step b y  step the  bureaucracy 
under S ta lin ’s leadership consoli
dated its  con tro l. Soviet, p a rty , 
trade  un ion dem ocracy were 
crushed. In it ia t iv e  and freedom  
o f tho ugh t were suppressed. The 
process o f degeneration set in  
and the  advanced Russian w o rk 
ers were unable to  stem  the tide  
o f reaction. The bureaucracy 
gained com plete con tro l.

Some ove rly -ha s ty  people who 
e ith e r do no t kno w  o r have fo r 
go tten  th a t fo r  M a rx is ts  the ba
sic c r ite r io n  is an economic one, 
jum ped to  the conclusion tha t, 
since the  Russian w o rke rs  lo s t a ll 
th e ir  dem ocratic r ig h ts , the re  was 
no longer any w o rke rs ’ state. On 
the o ther hand T ro ts k y  and those 
who accept h is  theories have been 
tire less in  p o in tin g  o u t th a t  so

The m ore im m edia te  a im , I long as the  basic achievem ent o f 
the re fore, o f the advanced Rus-1 the Novem ber revo lu tion  rem ains, 
sian w o rkers  was to  ove rth ro w  so long as na tiona lized p ro pe rty  
th e ir  ow n cap ita lis ts , estab lish a lias  no t been destroyed b y  the 
w o rke rs ’ s ta te  to  p reven t a pos- S ta lin is t bureaucracy, so long 
sib le res to ra tion  o f cap ita lism , to does the  Soviet U n ion  rem a in  a
organize production, and continue 
to  w o rk  fo r  the extension o f the  
revo lu tion.. The ru le  o f the w o rk 
ers expresses its e lf  fundam enta l
ly  in  the fa c t th a t they have abol
ished p riva te  p ro pe rty  in  the 
means o f p roduction  and have es
tab lished nationalized prope rty .

The ru le  o f any class can as
sume d iffe re n t fo rm s. U nde r cap
ita lis m  we have absolute o r lim 
ited  monarchies, dem ocra tic  o r 
fasc is t governm ents. The ru le  o f 
the w o rk in g  class can also as
sume d iffe re n t fo rm s depending 
upon the  p a r tic u la r  conditions 
p reva iling . B u t the a im  o f the 
advanced w o rke rs  has a lw ays 
been and should a lw ays be to  
achieve the  g rea test possible de
gree o f dem ocracy in  a w o rke rs ’ 
state. T h a t was the  a im  o f Len in  
and o f the Russian w orkers. 
D E M O C R A T IC  S O VIETS 
TO  B U R E A U C R A C Y

B u t circum stances '  prevented- 
the achievem ent o f the ideal o f a 
dem ocra tic Soviet state. The ex
trem e backwardness o f Russia,
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w o rke rs ’ state. I t  is  true , no long 
e r the k in d  o f w o rke rs ' s ta te  th a t 
we w ould  lik e  to  see; i t  is  true , 
th a t i t  is now a w o rke rs ’ sta te  
th a t has degenerated; b u t i t  is  
s t ill a w o rke rs  s ta te  and w il l  re
m a in  such so long as na tion a l
ized p ro p e rty  and the m onopoly

o f fo re ign  trade rem a in  essen
t ia l ly  as th e y  were established by 
the revo lu tion .
P O L IT IC A L  K E V O L U T I 'N  
IN  T H E  S O V IE T  U N IO N

fo llo w in g  nd ana lyz ing  events 
in  the Soviet U n ion, T ro ts k y  has 
pi oposed ce rt; in  changes in  ou r 
a tt itu d e  to  the S ta lin is t bureau
cracy; F o r  a long  tim e  i t  appear- 
e 1 possible tc  change the na tu re  
o f the  reg im e by m ethods o f re 
fo rm , b u t when th a t p o ss ib ility  
disappeared T ro ts k y  did n o t hes
ita te  to  propose the idea, and the 
F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a lis ts  d id  not 
hesita te  to  ;e ce p t the proposal, 
tn a t re fo rm  was no longer pos
s ib le  and tr .a t a p o lit ic a l revo lu 
tio n  was necessary to  o ve rth row  
the S ta lin is t bureaucracy.

N o one denies th a t  S ta lin  , has 
in troduced some changes w h ich  
a ffec t na tionalized p ro p e rty  in  
the Soviet U nion. N o  one denies 
the danger o f a change in  p ro p 
e r ty  re la tions by v ir tu e  o f S ta l
in ’s policies.

B u t a revo lu tiona ry  w o rk e r has j 
a d iffe re n t a tt itu d e  to  a com pany 
union than  he has to  an indepen
dent union, no m a tte r how reac
t io n a ry  the leadership o f the  la t
te r  un ion m ay be. Once a revo lu 
t io n a ry  w o rke r, by ana lyz ing  a ll 
the  fac to rs  involved, comes to  the 
conclusion th a t  the Soviet U n ion  
is s t i l l  a w o rke rs ’ s ta te , though 
degenerated; once a revo lu tiona ry  
w o rk e r c le a rly  sees th a t n a tion 
alized p ro p e rty  s t i l l  ex is ts  and 
th a t the re fo re  there  is  som eth ing 
w o rth  w h ile  saving he can easily 
solve the problem  o f w h a t his a t
t itu d e  should be in  the w a r th a t 
is being waged between the Sovi
e t U n ion  and F in land .

(C ontinued n e x t week)

British Spurn Gandhi; 
Proposed Deal Fails

(Continued fro m  Page 1)

W h a t does the  A n ti-L y n c h in g  
B ill,  to  go before the Senate Feb
ru a ry  6, seek to  p reven t?  W h a t 
is a lyn ch in g ?  I t  is  a m urder by 
a mob, you w il l  say. B u t in  term s 
o f hum an feelings, in  m ore than 
d ic tio n a ry  words, w h a t is a ly n c h 
in g?

The lyn ch in g  o f Claude N eal in  
1934 was no t in  any im p o rta n t 
respect exceptional. The crow d 
was no t unusua lly  b ru ta l. The 
lynched m an did  n o t su ffe r m ore 
tha n  m ost v ic tim s . I t  was, we 
m ay say, a ty p ic a l lynch ing . The 
N A A C P  has published a  brochure 
describ ing in  some de ta il the 
m ob-m urder o f th is  Negro, an ac
coun t th a t gives every evidence 
o f being c a re fu lly  checked a t ev
ery  po in t. W h a t fo llow s is a  sum
m a ry  o f th a t account.

“ On O ctober 19, 1934, Claude 
Neal, 23, o f Greenwood, F lo rid a  
was arrested b y  D epu ty  S h e riff 
J. P. C ou lie tte  fo r  the m urd e r o f 
L o la  Cannidy, 20, a  w h ite  g ir l 
also o f Greenwood, F lo rida . . . . 
I t  is alleged th a t a confession was 
w ru n g  fro m  N ea l and th a t he as
sumed en tire  re sp on s ib ility  fo r  
the crim e. S he riff W . F . Cham
bliss . . . ordered N ea l to  be taken 
to  Chipley, F lo rida , fo r  safekeep
ing, a distance o f about 20 
m iles. . . .

“ F rom  the m om ent th a t Neal 
was arrested a b lo o d -th irs ty  mob 
re len tless ly  pursued him .

“ The ang ry  mood o f the  crowd 
a t Chip ley caused the she riff 
there to  remove N eal to  Panam a 
C ity . F ro m  Panam a C ity  he was 
taken by boat to  Pensacola. F rom  
Pensacola Neal was taken  across 
the F lo r id a  line  to B rew ton , A la 
bama— a distance o f 61 m iles. . . .

"A n  arm ed mob o f a p p ro x i
m a te ly  100 men storm ed the 
coun ty  ja i l  a t  B rew ton  on the 
m orn ing  o f O ctober 26. N ea l was 
seized a f te r  M ik e  Shanholster, the 
ja ile r , unlocked his cell door, and 
was b ro ug h t scream ing and c ry 
in g  and placed in  the  f ro n t  ca r 
in  f ro n t  o f the coun ty  ja il.  The 
mob had trium phed. . . .

R A D IO  B R O A D C A S T  C A L LS  
L Y N C H IN G  P A R T Y

“ A cco rd ing  to  a m em ber o f the 
mob w ith  w hom  I  ta lked , Claude 
N eal was lynched in  a  lone ly  spot 
about fo u r  m iles fro m  Greenwood. 
. . . Due to  the g re a t num ber o f 
people w ho w anted to  p a rtic ip a te  
in  the lynch ing , the o r ig in a l mob

w h ich  secured Neal fro m  the ja i l  
a t  B rew ton  ev iden tly  decided th a t 
i f  a ll o f the niceties o f a m odern 
T w e n tie th  C e n tu ry  lyn ch in g  were 
to be in flic ted  upon Neal i t  w ou ld  
be. unw ise fo r  a la rg e r mob to 
handle the v ic tim . They pre fe rred  
th a t his la s t hours on ea rth  be 
fille d  w ith  the g rea test possible 
h u m ilia tio n  and agony. However, 
the w ord  was passed a ll over 
N ortheas te rn  F lo r id a  and South
eastern A labam a th a t  there was 
to  be a ’lyn ch in g  p a r ty  to  w h ich  
a ll w h ite  people are in v ite d ,’ near 
the C ann idy home F r id a y  n ig h t. 
I t  is  also reported th a t the  in fo r 
m a tio n  was broadcast fro m  the 
rad io  s ta tio n  a t D othan, A la 
bama. . .• .

" A  m em ber o f the  lyn ch in g  
p a r ty  w ith  whom  I  ta lke d  de
scribed the lyn ch in g  in  a ll o f its  
ghastliness, dow n to  the m in u tes t 
d e ta il:

"  ‘A f te r  ta k in g  the n igg e r to 
the woods about fo u r m iles fro m  
Greenwood, they cu t o ff his penis. 
He was made to  eat it .  Then they 
c u t o ff his testic les and made h im  
eat them  and say he lik e d  i t . ’ ( I  
gathered th a t th is  barbarous act 
consumed considerable tim e  and 
th a t o th e r means o f to r tu re  were 
used fro m  tim e  to tim e  on Neal.)

F IN A L L Y  T H E Y  D E C ID E D  
JU S T  TO K IL L  H IM

"  ‘Then they  sliced his sides and 
stom ach w ith  kn ives and every 
now and then somebody would 
cu t o ff a f in g e r o r toe. Red ho t 
irons were used on the n ig g e r to 
bu rn  h im  fro m  top to  bottom .’ 
F ro m  tim e  to tim e  d u rin g  the 
to rtu re  a rope w ou ld  be tied 
around N e a l’s neck and he was 
pu lled up over a lim b  and held 
there u n t il he a lm ost choked to 
death, when he w ou ld  be le t  down 
and the  to r tu re  begun a ll over 
again. A f te r  several hours o f th is  
unspeakable to rtu re , ‘the y  de
cided ju s t  to  k i l l  h im .’

"N e a l’s body was tied  to  a  rope 
cn the rea r o f an autom ob ile  and 
dragged ove r the h igh w ay  to  the 
C ann idy home. Here a m ob esti 
m ated to  num ber somewhere be
tween 3,000 and 7,000 people fro m  
eleven southern sta tes was e xc it
ed ly w a it in g  h is a rr iv a l.  W hen 
the  ca r w h ich  was d ragg ing  
N ea l’s body came in  f ro n t  o f the 
Cannidy home, a m an who was 
r id in g  the  rea r bum per c u t the 
rope.

"  ‘A  wom an came ou t o f the 
C annidy house and drove a bu tch 
er k n ife  in to  his heart. Then the 
crowd came by and some k icked 
h im  and some drove th e ir  car3 
over h im .’

“ . . . The body, w h ich  by th is  
tim e  was h o rr ib ly  m u tila ted , was 
taken by the m ob to  M arianDa, 
. . . where i t  was hung to  a tree 
on the no rtheast corner o f the 
courthouse square. P ic tu res were 
taken  o f the  m u tila te d  fo rm  and 
hundreds o f photographs were 
sold fo r  f i f t y  cents each. . . F in 
gers and toes fro m  N ea l’s body 
have been exh ib ited  as souve
n irs. . . .

“ The body was cu t down about 
e ig h t- th ir ty  S a tu rday  m orn ing , 
O ctober 27. . . . Tow ard noon a 
w h ite  m an s tru c k  a N egro  who 
sought to  defend h im se lf and in 
the s trugg le  w ith  the w h ite  man, 
hurled a pop bo ttle  a t him . . . . 
The N egro f in a lly  to re  h im se lf 
aw ay fro m  the mob ( th a t  g a th 
ered) and ra n  across the s tree t 
and in to  the courthouse, where he 
was g iven p ro tec tion  by a fr ie n d 
ly  group o f w h ite  men. The mob 
clam ored fo r  another v ic t im  . . . 
and began a  system atic  a ttem p t 
to  d rive  a ll Negroes fro m  the 
tow n. 'S a tu rday  was a day o f te r 
ro r  and madness, never to  be fo r 
go tten  by anyone.’ . . .

EC O N O M IC  B A C K G R O U N D  
O F  T H A T  L Y N C H IN G

“ I t  is cla im ed th a t a la rge  num 
ber o f those who pa rtic ip a ted  in  
the r io t in g  in  M ariann a  on S at
urday, O ctober 27, had been on 
the coun ty  re lie f ro lls  fo r  some 
tim e. R e lie f had been c u t o ff 
about tw o  weeks before the 
lyn ch in g  occurred. . . . A n  o rgan 
iza tion  know n as the Jackson 
coun ty  F E R A  P u rific a tio n  League 
headed by W . Pooser led a  dem
o n s tra tion  th ro u g h  the stree ts  o f 
M arianna  on the S a tu rday p re
ceding the  lynch ing . . . . '

"  "This lyn ch in g  was a surface 
e rup tion . The basic cause was 
economic. . . . The lyn ch in g  had 
tw o  objects, f irs t,  to  in tim id a te  
and th rea ten  the w h ite  em ployers 
o f N egro  la bo r and secondly to  
scare and te rro r ize  the  Negroes 
so th a t the y  w ou ld  leave the 
coun ty  and th e ir  jobs could be 
taken over by  w h ite  men.’

“  'There are too m any nigger» 
and too m any w h ite  people lo ok 
in g  fo r  the same jo b .’ ”

The B r it is h , in  the  m eanwhile, 
have been conducting  feve rish  
nego tia tions w ith  G andhi and 
N ehru . They b ro u g h t S ir  S ta f
fo rd  C ripps to  In d ia  fo r  discus
sions w ith  Gandhi, N ehru  and 
M oslem  leaders. B u t S ir  S ta ffo rd  
accom plished ne x t to  n o th in g  and 
has a lready le f t  the c o u n try  v ia  
China and is on his w a y  to  A m e r
ica.

M an y  A rre s ts
The au th o ritie s  have begun a 

cam paign o f a rrests  aga ins t nu
m erous trade  un ion and peasant 
leaders, w ith  hundreds be ing sen
tenced. The B r it is h  w e ll under
stand w ho th e ir  rea l enem y is. 
They rea lize th a t  G andh i’s in flu 
ence is on the wane and th a t  l i t 
t le  can be expected even i f  the y  
shou ld* s ign an agreem ent w ith  
h im . In  the  long  ru n  th e y  m ust 
depend upon m il ita ry  and police 
force to  rem a in  in  Ind ia .

D is tru s t o f S ta lin is ts
To sum m arize : the past threé 

m onths has seen the de liberate 
and w ilfu l sabotage by G andhi o f 
the a n ti-w a r sen tim ent o f the 
masses. The f ig h t in g  s p ir it  o f I n 
d ia ’s w o rke rs  and peasant has 
been m om e n ta rily  set back. The 
In d ia n  people are ju s t if ia b ly  hesi
ta n t about fa ll in g  fo r  the pseudo
rad ica l and dem agogic slogans 
flung  a t them  b y  the In d ia n  Com
m un is t P a rty . The In d ia n  C.P.—  
as a ll sections o f the C om m unist 
In te rn a tio n a l —  w o rks  so le ly in  
the in te rests  o f the M oscow bu
reaucracy and in  the in te rests  o f 
its  a lliance w ith  G erm an im p e ri
a lism . The "ra d ic a l"  slogans o f 
the In d ia n  S ta lin is ts  are airhéd f it  
fu r th e r in g  the successes o f the 
Russo-Germ an m il i ta ry  w a r a l l i
ance and n o t a t re a lly  fre e in g  In 
d ia  fro m  im peria lism .

N a tu ra lly , Ind ia n  revo lu tion is ts  
w i l l  support each and every ac
tion  d irec ted  aga ins t B r it is h  im 
pe ria lism — no m a tte r i f  i t  is  led 
b y  the S ta lin is ts , w h ile  . a t the 
same tim e  p itile s s ly  exposing the 
m otives o f the S ta lin is ts , w h ich  
are c lear to  a ll.

C o un try  S tripped  fo r  W ar
A s the w a r progesses B r it is h  

e xp lo ita tio n  in  In d ia  heightens. 
The c o u n try  is being dra ined of 
its  food products, its  s ilv e r and 
gold, its  m ine ra l ores, its  ju te  and 
co tton  —  a ll fo r  B r ta ln ’s w a r 
needs. The de te rm ina tion  o f the 
w o rke rs  and peasants to  res is t 
th is  super-co lon ia l exp lo ita tio n  
w i l l  redouble. The g ro w th  o f the 
Congress le ft-w in g  is  assured. 
Today In d ia ’s s trugg le  centers 
w ith in  the  Congress— the s tru g 
gle aga inst G andhist sell out.

Dutch Queen Ready 
For A Rainy Day
W A S H IN G T O N , D. C. —  

Queen W ilh e lm in a  o f H o lla nd  is 
the  ow ner o f the  W estchester, 
the  b ig  and ve ry  cos tly  a p a rt
m en t house b lock here.

She purchased i t  th ro u g h  a 
dum m y co rpo ra tion  ju s t  in  case!
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In This Corner
•  by MAX SHACHTMAN •

A n A ppeal F ro m  O u r 

P o lish  Com rades

T hrough one o f those devious routes w h ich  
revo lu tion is ts  in  Europe are now  forced to  take  
to com m unicate w ith  th e ir  comrades and frien ds  
abroad, a le t te r  has ju s t come w h ich  is a t once 
an u rg en t appeal and a s t ir r in g  summons to  
action. I t  is w r it te n  by a P o lish  B o lshev ik -Len in - 
is t  w ith  whom  I  am  pe rsona lly  acquainted and 
fo r  whose s tand ing  in  the re v o lu tio n a ry  move
m ent I  am able to  vouch; here is a tra n s la tio n  
o f i t :

“ Today I  received m y f irs t  in fo rm a tio n  o f the 
whereabouts o f o u r friends, who escaped the Po
lish  d isaster. A t  present they are a t W ilno, the 
tem po ra ry  ca p ita l o f L ith u a n ia .

“ P r im a r ily  I  am  w r i t in g  on th e ir  beha lf 
th rou gh  you to  M ax. I  am  ask ing  you to  p u t 
fo rw a rd  th is  case v igorous ly . I t  cannot be de
layed any longer. I t  is  im p e ra tive  to  save them .

“ Im ag ine  jo u rn e y in g  on fo o t fro m  W arsaw  
th rou gh  Lu b lin , Chelm, K ow el, Lw ow  to  W ilno . 
A ll the w ay fa c in g  the im pend ing danger o f 
G erm an bu lle ts  and bombs. B u t m ore gruesome 
tha n  th is , hav ing  S ta lin ’s ba rba ric  hordes on th e ir  
t r a i l  a ll the  tim e. These bands m ake the Czar’s 
Cossacks look lik e  p layboys in  com parison. I t  is 
s t i l l  a m ys te ry  to  me how, th rou gh  a ll these 
h o rrib le  events, th e y  g o t to  W ilno .

“ They have been there  a lready  tw o  m onths, 
and on ly  now  was I  able to  estab lish con tact 
w ith  them . The w in te r  Is  b it te r  and ea rn ing  a 
liv in g  is o u t o f the question. W e m ust help them  
to  freedom .

“ M y  fr ien d , i f  you o n ly  knew  these people. 
They are a ll young and ve ry  m ilita n t,  b u t have 
suffered m ore th a n  the  old. T hey  suffered im 
m ensely before and d u r in g  the w a r. In  sp ite  o f 
th is , they are s t i l l  able to prove th e ir  devotion to 
the cause. B u t th e ir  s itu a tio n  is such th a t th e ir  
a c tiv itie s  m ay be b ro ug h t to  a s ta n d s till forever.
I  am unable, fo r  reasons obvious to a ll, to  give 
the accurate cha rac te ris tics  o f each. Believe me, 
they are the people w ith  whom  ou r fu tu re  is 
bound up. They m ust be rescued a t a ll costs.

“ I  am n o t speaking o f th e ir  s trugg le . Glance 
a t the m ap o f Europe and you w i l l  d iscover l i t t le  
L ith u a n ia , hu gg ing  a  spot on the  B a ltic . I t  ap
pears as a l i t t le  do t on the  b r in k  o f the  ang ry  
seas o f H itle r is m  and S ta lin ism . H o w  long w il l  
she la s t?  O n ly  the  m irac les o f the  tim e  th re w  
p a r t o f Poland to  L ith u a n ia . W h a t has European 
h is to ry  heard o f her la te ly ?  P ra c tic a lly  no th ing. 
M y  fr ien ds  have found  te m p o ra ry  she lte r there. 
B u t fo r  how long?

A Word from the Survivors
-T w r ite  you a few  quo ta tions fro m  th e ir  le t

ters. ‘W e m ust flee before G erm an bom bers and 
tanks, and leave behind the  m ad fan a tics  who 
are h o t on o u r pu rsu it. W e did  n o t a lw ays have 
the good fo rtu n e  to  dodge these frenzied maniacs, 
w ho a t every o p p o rtu n ity  w ou ld  le t  th e ir  blood
th ir s ty  passions ru n  aw ay w ith  them  and s tr ik e  
te r ro r  in to  the hearts  o f th e ir  innocent v ic tim s. 
M any o f those dear to  us fe ll as v ic tim s  to one 
o r the other. We, the hand fu l o f surv ivo rs , tro d  
o u r w ay to  W ilno . The f ir s t  days, w ith  an un 
know n fee ling  o f jo y  and wonder, we proved to  
ourselves th a t  we were a live  and safe. B u t a few  
days la te r  wé were forced to  come to  an a la rm 
in g  decisiop th a t  ou r freedom  was on ly  prob lem 
a tica l. W h a t w i l l  happen i f  one o f these days the 
enraged hordes o f S ta lin is ts  invade L ith u a n ia ? ’ 
I f  so, ou r fr ien ds  w i l l  undoubted ly perish.

“ D ear fr ien d , I  know  th a t we, the  Polish im 
m ig ra n ts  abroad, cannot be o f m uch aid. Leav ing  

I aside the fa c t  th a t we are poor, i t  is im possib le 
to  send m oney o u t o f th is  cou n try . Even i f  the 
m oney should be raised, i t  is  im probabie i i ia t  
th is  c o u n try  w ou ld  accept them . Y e t these peo
ple m ust be saved. I  am  appealing to  you to  p ro 
vide im m edia te  aid fo r  them.

" In  a few  days I  w i l l  send you th e ir  addresses. 
Send them  a t least m oney to  keep w a rm  and 
alive, and eve n tua lly  ge t them  o u t o f L ith u a n ia . 
We understand th a t you have no money. L e t M ax 
la y  i t  out. B y  e ve ry th in g  th a t is ours, sacredly 
and m u tu a lly , I  ad ju re  you n o t to  le t these men 
die. I  w i l l  shoulder the  re sp on s ib ility  fo r  th a t 
m oney as a p r iv a te  c itize n  in  the name o f ou r 
friends. I f  you have the s ligh te s t fa ith  in  ou r 
fu tu re , you ough t to  t ru s t  th is  uno ffic ia l note 
w h ich  I  am s ig n in g  below. Send them  a t least 
$200, , ,

“ I  have hope th a t you w il l  do a ll in  y o u r pòvf- 
f ir  and more. C lasping y o u r pa lm s f irm ly  and 
w a it in g  fo r  y o u r p ro m p t re p ly  and the rep ly  o f 
M a x  and his associates, I  rem a in,

X .”

*  *  *

I t  is tru e  th a t we have no money, b u t we are 
no t so poor th a t such an appeal w i l l  go unheeded. 
O u r on ly  fe a r is th a t the m a te ria l a id  th a t we 
m ust and w i l l  co llec t fo r  ou r P olish comrades 
m ay come too la te . F o rtu n a te ly , the re  is no t y e t 
any reason w h y  we should beliève th is  to  be the  
case, and th a t is w h y  n o t a m in u te  is to  be lost.

The A m erican  L a b o r A id , to  w h ich  a s im ila r  
appeal was addressed, has a lready acted in  ex
em p la ry  fash ion. I t  has fo rw arded , we are in 
form ed, h a lf o f the  ex trem e ly  m odest sum re 
quested by the P o lish  revo lu tion is ts . In  tu rn , our 
p a r ty  has w a rm ly  subscribed to  the  cam paign 
launched b y  the A m erican  La bo r A id .

T h rou gh  th is  colum n, I  ea rnestly  beg a ll ou r 
readers and frien ds  to  send generous c o n trib u 
tions  by  a ir  m a il to  the  A .L .A . I ts  address is 125 
W est 33rd S treet, N e w  Y o rk , N .Y . C o n tribu tions  
— n o t loans, fo r  the  “ note”  w h ich  m y  good com 
rade sent along, w ith  h is m ov ing  le tte r  is  en
t ir e ly  superfluous.

O u r P o lish  comrades, fearless pa rtisans o f the  
F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l, have long ago redeemed a 
thousand such “ notes”  b y  th e ir  spotless record 
o f re v o lu tio n a ry  p ro le ta r ia n  a c tiv ity . I  know  
som eth ing o f th e ir  w o rk ; I  fee l some o f the  pride  
we share a t be ing com rades-in-arm s in  a  move
m en t w h ich  has these fig h te rs  in  its  ranks.

F o r  the sake o f the  g re a t cause o f labor, fo r  
the sake o f th a t s p ir it  o f in te rn a tio n a l revo lu 
tio n a ry  s o lid a r ity  w h ich  stands above a ll else, fo r  
the sake o f the new Poland th a t  w i l l  su re ly  arise 
over the d ir ty  ashes o f H itle r is m  and S ta lin ism  
— the Poland o f the  w o rke rs ’ and peasants’ S ovi
ets— help o u r stranded, Im perilled  com rades!

By J. R. JOHNSON

w a r began. The c ry  fo r  d ras tic  
mass ac tion  was heard on a ll 
sides.

B u t the G andhi crow d w ho hold 
the  re ins o f the  Congress move- : 
m en t t ig h t ly  in  th e ir  hands tre m - : 
.b led.before the  prospects o f  revo- ; 
lu tion . Representing the  na tive  
landow n ing class, m erchants, ; 
m oney lenders and m il l owners 
who fe a r fo r  th e ir  p ro p e rty  a t  
least as m uch as do the B r it is h  
ru lers, the G andhi-N ehru reac
tionaries de libe ra te ly  set about 
que lling  and dam pening the  s p ir
i t  o f the masses.

Beheading the M ovem ent
F o r a tim e  they were swept 

a long and issued “ rad ica l”  slog
ans and demands fo r  demagogic 
purposes (im m ed ia te  independ
ence, a C onstituen t Assem bly, 
e tc .). B u t n o t fo r  long. A  period 
o f aimless, endless and dem ora l
iz ing  nego tia tions w ith  the V ice
roy  began. N o lead was given 
the coun try , except continuous 
exho rta tions  to  re fra in  fro m  ac
tion  and violence.

A t  the la s t m ee ting  o f the E x 
ecutive W o rk in g  C om m ittee o f 
the Congress (December, 1939), 
G andhi was appointed Supreme 
D ic ta to r, w ith  a u th o r ity  to  make 
decisions, set aside previous de
cisions and decide p o licy  by h im 
self. He was authorized to  m ake 
an agreem ent w ith  the B rit is h . 
H is  w eek ly  paper, H a r ija n , has 
become the w eek ly  in s tru c tio n  
b u lle tin  fo r  Congress organ izers 
and w orkers . A n y  e ffo r t to  in s t i
tu te  a “ C iv il Disobedience”  cam 
pa ign was frow ned upon and op
posed. G andhi stated, "W e can
not be u n fa ir  to  the B r it is h .”

L e f t  W ing  Purged
A t  the same tim e  a fierce d rive  

launched aga inst the  Congress 
rad ica l w in g  made up o f le ft-w in g  
na tiona lis ts  (Bose), socia lists 
and S ta lin is ts . They, w ho were 
dem anding action, were consid
ered the real enemy by the Gand
h i tra ito rs . Subhas Bose, lead ing 
le f t  - w in g  N a tio n a lis t, ne a tly  
summed up the whole s trugg le  
when, a f te r  denouncing G andhi as 
a  t r a ito r  to  Ind ia , he w ro te , “ The 
essence o f G andhism  is to  lic k  the 
fo o t w h ich  has k icked  i t  in  the 
face !”

B u t the cou n try  has no t been 
s ilen t d u rin g  th is  period. I t  is 
s t i l l  absolute ly  co rrec t to  say th a t 
In d ia  is so lid ly  aga inst suppo rt o f 
the w a r and is p ro v in g  th is  in  ac
tion . The organized opposition is 
led by the Congress le ft-w in g : the 
unions o f w o rke rs  and peasants, 
the Socia lists, the S ta lin is ts , and 
the supporters o f Subhas Bose.

S t ir r in g s  o f R evo lt
To c ite  b u t a  fe w  instances: On 

O ctober 2 the re  was a one-day 
p o lit ic a l s tr ik e  aga ins t the  w a r 
by  90,000 te x tile  w o rke rs  o f Bom 
bay. In  M adras, Bose addressed 
an a n ti-w a r dem onstra tion  o f 
100,000 people. A t  N a gp u r on Oc
tober 9 an a n ti- im p e r ia lis t con
ference under the presidency o f 
Bose was attended b y  30,000 del- 
agates. S trikes  o f ju te  w o rke rs  in  
C a lcu tta  are s t i l l  go ing on, and 
ra p id  g ro w th  o f the  peasant u n 
ions in  M adras, P un ja b  and Ben
ga l provinces is reported*
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FIGHT W ITH THE SOCIALIST 
WORKERS PARTY FOR:

1. A  job  and a decent l iv in g  fo r  every w o rke r.
Z. Open the  Idle fac to ries— operate them  under 

w o rke rs ’ con tro l.
3. A  T w e n ty -B illio n  do lla r Federa l pub lic  w orks 

and housing program .
4. T h ir ty - th ir ty — 530-weekly m in im um  wage— 30- 

hour w eek ly  m ax im um  fo r  a l l w o rkers  on a ll jobs.
5. T h ir ty  d o lla r w eek ly  old-age and d is a b ility  

pension.
6. E xp ro p ria te  the S ix ty  Fam ilies.
7. A l l  w a r funds to  the  unemployed.
8. A  people’s re ferendum  on any and a ll wars.
9. No secret d ip lom acy.

10. A n  independent La bo r P a rty .
11. W orkers ’ Defense G uards aga inst v ig ila n te  and 

Fascis t a ttacks .
1Z. F u ll social, p o lit ic a l and economic eq ua lity  fo r  

the  N egro people.

The New "Recession"
You will recall that barrage o f statements by 

government and business spokesmen which 
flooded the press the first week of January, her
alding a year of unprecedented prosperity. It  is 
interesting to note how deliberate the capitalists 
are in their duplicity. While holding carrots in 
front o f our noses to keep us plodding along, 
they don't deceive themselves. While, for exam
ple, the New York Times— read by many work
ers— Was printing the abovementioned optimistic 
forecasts, its own business weekly, the Annalist 
read primarily by substantial businessmen— was 
telling an entirely different story. The January 4 
Annalist described the economic tendencies as 
“ almost as pronounced as those which preceded 
the 1937-38 depression” ; two weeks later it was 
saying b lun tly : “ The art of business forecasting 
has become very simple and business activity is 
declining.”  Its perspective was, indeed, as black 
as one could paint i t : “ The longer we get away 
from the year 1937,”  it confessed, “ the more 
that year fo r some industries looks like a halcyon 
period o f prosperity never again to be duplicated, 
just as the year 1929 looked for many years.”  
Compare these utterances with what the Times 
was saying for mass consumption!

I t  is clear we are sliding into a new “ recession”  
— or to be more accurate, into a further dip in the 
permanent economic crisis. For five weeks the 
authoritative New York Times business index 
has been moving downward from 107, dropping 
about a point a week. Time magazine’s index, 
which attempts, with some success, to report “ not 
on business volume but on changes in underlying 
conditions likely to affect the volume of busi
ness,”  skidded this week from 100.1 to 97.6, the 
meaning o f which is plain from Time’s com
ment : “ Since this approximates the weekly aver
age for last summer, the Index thus fails to 
show any net improvement in basic conditions 
since the outbreak o f war.”  Do you remember 
Madame Perkins’ predictions on New Year’s that 
construction would jump 25% ? F irst figures 
available are for the first three weeks o f the 
year: a drop o f 39% from the same period last 
year, the drop being mostly due to curtailment 
o f PW A. Steel production, the most important 
item in any index, dropped to 71.7% from its 
pre-Christmas high o f 94.4% of capacity— and 
this is only the beginning, for steel orders are re
ported as coming in at 45% o f capacity.

In a word, there are no jobs for the ten m il
lion unemployed and their families, and more 
men and women and their children are being 
added to the unemployed army every week. 
Roosevelt proposes, in his budget, to dump some 
800,000 o f these unemployed, now subsisting on 
W PA, into the streets; for it is clear he w ill not 
be throwing them off the W P A  into private jobs. 
In addition, about 250,000 who worked on P W A 
jobs during the last year are to have their jobs 
wiped out under the budget; in fact their jobs 
are already being wiped out, more than half o f 
those working on P W A  in September having 
already been fired as the P W A  tapers o ff to its 
complete extinction on June 30. Ten million un
employed, no private jobs to be had, and Roose
velt wipes out more than a m illion jobs— there’s 
the picture.

We don’t  believe that Roosevelt and the Con
gressmen and Senators are going to get away 
w ith their starvation budget. The American 
working class has the strength and the w ill to 
throw that budget into the Potomac. To replace 
that budget at this session o f Congress, we pro
pose the program for this session of Congress 
which we carry beside our front-page masthead. 
Clip it out and present it for adoption by your 
union.

A f te r  l iv in g  fo r  m ore tha n  a  yea r w ith  the A b o rig 
ines o f A u s tra lia , the la rg e s t g roup o f p r im itiv e s  in  
the w o rld , D r. D. S. Davidson, an th ropo logy  professor 
o f the U n iv e rs ity  o f Pennsylvania, concludes they  are 
as in te llig e n t as m odern Am ericans. "T hey  have ad
justed themselves to  th e ir  env ironm en t as in te llig e n t
ly — sometimes I  th in k  m ore in te llig e n tly — than we 
have to  ours," says D r. Davidson, ju s t re turned fro m  
an expedition. I t  seems these aborig ines don’t  go 
around begging some slaver to  enslave them, o r go 
h u n g ry  w ith  p le n ty  food around.

A  Lesson Learned
Perhaps mòre than any other section o f the 

American labor movement, the union men and 
women o f Minneapolis have learned a pro
foundly important lesson in recent months— the 
need for MASS DEFENSE, fo r W O R K IN G  
CLASS S O L ID A R IT Y , against the bosses and 
the boss government.

Minneapolis is the best-organized city o f its 
size in the country. I t  got that way through 
STRUGGLE A G A IN S T  T H E  BOSSES A N D  
T H E IR  P O L IT IC A L  AGENCIES. When the 
federal government struck at Minneapolis labor 
by indicting 162 participants in last summer’s 
W P A  strike, a MASS D EFEN SE was orga
nized. The Central Labor Union, together with 
the Teamsters Joint Council, the Building Trades 
Council, and the Printing Trades Council, set up 
an authoritative W P A  Defense Committee. I t  
was joined soon by a similarly-constituted com
mittee o f the St. Paul trade unions. I t  was backed 
by the Minnesota Federation o f Labor and the 
A F L  executive council. Equally important, at 
meetings and demonstrations and tag days, it 
mobilized the masses on behalf o f the indicted 
W P A  strikers. Throughout the country labor 
unions came to their defense. A  great wave of 
protest rolled up to the W hite House.

Roosevelt retreated. But he tried to make a 
virtue out of necessity. In  quashing the indict
ments against the remaining 125 indicted W P A  
workers, Assistant Attorney General Rogge 
quoted Roosevelt as saying the indicted men and 
women had “ learned their lesson” — the lesson 
being “ they have no right to conduct a strike.”  
“ The President felt the duty o f the W P A  work
ers had been made clear . .

But that courtroom full o f defendants and 
their union brothers gave the lie to Roosevelt’s 
hypocritical statement. They didn’t, they would
n’t, “ learn the lesson”  that Roosevelt tried to 
teach them by indicting them and ja iling them. 
Those 125 men and women who were walking 
out free K N E W  that i f  Roosevelt had been able 
to go through w ith it, they would, instead, be 
marching handcuffed to long ja il terms.

Those 125 men and women are free today 
thanks only to the magnificent MASS DE
FEN SE organized by the labor movement of 
Minneapolis.

That’s the lesson they learned in Minneapolis!

Sailors Speak O u t
In last week’s issue, we discussed a pro-Fin

nish, pro-preparedness resolution adopted at two 
branch membership meetings of the Sailors U n
ion o f the Pacifis. We ventured the opinion that 
the resolution did not speak the mind o f the un
ion membership. The Feb. 2 issue o f the West 
Coast Sailor, the union’s weekly, indicates that 
we were right.

An editorial, discussing a Stalinist booklet, 
“ The Yanks Are Not Coming,”  exposes the 
fakery o f the Stalinist “ peace”  line, and then 
concludes :

“ I f  we are sincere about staying out o f 
the war we must accept the fact that it w ill 
only be done through prolonged and militant 
struggle on the part o f the workers. . . .

“ We have only one road to follow i f  we 
are going to keep the politicians and the 
W all Street exploiters from sacrificing the 
lives o f thousands o f American workers. 
That is the road of Gene Debs and B ill Hay
wood. I t  is not the road that (the Stalinists) 
Mike Quin and his cronies have in mind for 
us, because theirs is lined with misinforma- 
tion and illusions and can only prepare the 
lamb for the slaughter.”

This West Coast Sailor editorial expresses the 
proletarian stand against the imperialist war and 
is at the opposite pole from the pro-Finnish res
olution. I f  the sailors consistently take this posi
tion, they w ill repudiate the Finnish resolution. 
The road o f Gene Debs and B ill Haywood is not 
the road o f Mannerheim’s army.

Kept Press Wants More Funds for 
Arnold’s Union-Busting Drive

B y  R U T H  J E F F R IE S
A  drive  was launched la s t week 

in  the c a p ita lis t press to  increase 
to  tw o  and a q u a rte r m illio n  do l
la rs  the annual subsidy fo r  the 
“ a n ti t ru s t ”  d iv is ion  o f the De
p a rtm e n t o f Justice. T h a t is the 
d iv is ion, headed by A ss is tan t A t 
torney-G eneral Thurm an A rno ld , 
w h ich  is concen tra ting  on a reac
tio n a ry  d rive  to  destroy the bu ild 
in g  trades unions. T yp ica l o f the 
barrage o f newspaper propagan
da is a fea tu red series in  the 
S cripps-H ow ard chain. I t  p ic tures 
A rn o ld  as a crusader who is 
s lash ing bu ild ing  costs, spu rring  
the construction  in d u s try  on, etc.

One need go no fu r th e r  than 
these artic les , however, to  see 
th a t behind the nice phrases 
about “ e lim in a tin g  co rru p tio n ,”  
A rno ld 's  cam paign is a d irec t as
sau lt on wage and horn- standards 
o f un ion men. A m ong the types 
o f " re s tra in ts ”  exercised by un
ions w h ich  A rno ld  is a tte m p tin g  
to ou tlaw , the S cripps-H ow ard 
series lis ts  f irs t,  "p reven tion  o f 
cheaper m ate ria ls , im proved 
equipm ent and m ore effic ient 
methods,”  apd, second, “ h ir in g  o f 
unnecessary la bo r in  o rder to 
m ake wro rk .”

W H A T  A R N O L D ’S L E G A L  
P H R A S E S  R E A L L Y  M E A N

A n example o f “ cheaper m ate 
r ia ls ”  is  the a tte m p t by con tra c t
ors to  b r in g  to  a b u ild in g  job  
p lum b ing  fix tu res , com ple te ly as
sembled and ad justed fo r  in s ta lla 
tion . The assem bling and ad ju s t
in g  has been done, a fte r  the actu
al m anufactu re  o f the fix tu res , by 
coolie labor. The plum bers unions 
in s is t th a t assem bling and ad ju s t
in g  sha ll be done on the job  by 
union plum bers a t union wages. 
Here is a c lear exam ple o f a con
f l ic t  between bosses and unions 
over wages and w o rk in g  condi
tions. Yet, under the crooked fo r 
m u la  o f "cheaper m a te ria ls ” —  
n a tu ra lly  a ll coo lie-worked goods 
w i l l  be cheaper!— A rno ld  seeks to  
ru le  fo r  the bosses aga inst the 
unions.

"H ir in g  o f unnecessary la b o r”  
becomes a crim e under A rn o ld ’s 
ru ling . B u t the whole f ig h t o f 
unions against speed-up, s tre tch 
out, etc., is  a lw ays countered by

the bosses as add ing “ unneces
sary labo r.”

T h a t A rn o ld  has a lready in 
dicted over 400 labo r un ion o ffi
cials, w ith  m any m ore in d ic t
m ents to come, doesn’t  begin to 
sa tis fy  the S cripps-H ow ard press. 
I t  says:

“ Results thus fa r  are sm all 
compared w ith  w h a t can be done 
by a w iden ing  o f the in q u iry  as 
planned by the Justice D e p a rt
m ent, the u ltim a te  large-scale 
success depending now on ly  upon 
a g ra n t by Congress o f su ffic ien t 
funds.”

B A N K S  R E S P O N S IB LE  FO R  
H IG H  COST O F  H O U S IN G

The ind isputab le  tes tim ony—  
presented la s t sum m er before the 
T em porary  N a tion a l Econom ic 
C om m ittee —  w h ich  proved con
c lus ive ly  th a t labo r is ac tu a lly  
the least s ig n ifica n t fa c to r in  the 
h igh  cost o f housing, and th a t the 
strang le -ho ld  o f the banks over 
the in d u s try  is by fa r  the m ost 
im p o rta n t— is never once alluded 
to  in the newspapers, m ost o f 
w h ich  b land ly  ignored the te s ti
m ony when i t  was given.

The papers buried in  th e ir  back 
pages the tes tim ony o f D r. The
odore K reps o f the T N E C  con
su ltin g  s ta ff, who said th a t the 
m on th ly  c a rry in g  charge dic
ta ted  by the banks is the re a lly  
im p o rta n t p o in t to a tta ck , and 
th a t housing costs could be lo w 
ered m ore by c u tt in g  the m on th ly  
c a rry in g  charge fro m  5 to  4 per 
cent than  by c u tt in g  wages 50 
per cent. The papers never pub
lished a t a ll the  tes tim on y  o f 
R obert Davison, P ierce Founda
tion  housing d irec to r, w ho es ti
m ated th a t a 20 per cent cu t in 
in te res t and am o rtiza tio n  charges 
would cu t m o n th ly  fixed charges 
16.69 per cent; th a t  20 per cent 
o ff m a te ria l cost would knock 
9.33 per cent o ff m on th ly  fixed 
charges— b u t th a t a like  cu t in  la 
bor costs w ou ld  sub tra c t on ly  
4.67 per cent!

The papers never bothered to 
reveal th a t the banks, w h ich  
A rn o ld  declared as “ no t w ith in  
the scope”  o f his investiga tion , 
con tro l every im p o rta n t fac to r, 

• except labor, in  the construction

in d u s try — rea l estate, financing, 
and even the g ia n t supp ly and 
construction  companies th rough  
closely in te r lo c k in g  d irectora tes.

O N E  S TE P  A L L  U N IO N S  
S H O U LD  T A K E  NO W

F o llow ing  is an excellent m od
el-reso lution, a lready in troduced 
in  unions in  New Y o rk , a copy 
o f w h ich  has ju s t been received 
by us:

“ Whereas, the D epa rtm en t o f 
Justice and o th e r governm enta l 
agencies have ind ic ted over 100 
union offic ia ls  under the te rm s o f 
the Sherman A n ti-T ru s t A c t, and

"W hereas, th is  persecution o f 
labo r constitu tes a d ire c t v io la 
tio n  o f the te rm s o f the Sherman 
A n ti-T ru s t A c t, w h ich  specifica l
ly  exem pts labo r organ iza tions 
fro m  its  provis ions and is spe
c ifica lly  d irected on ly  against the 
huge in d u s tr ia l monopolies and 
trus ts , and

“ Whereas, these an ti-un ion  acts 
o f the D epa rtm en t o f Justice are 
p a rt o f a la rge  cam paign o f the 
present na tiona l a d m in is tra tio n  
to  destroy the effectiveness and 
f ig h tin g  s tre n g th  o f the en tire  la 
bor movem ent, and thus to  de
s troy  the gains achieved by labo r 
th rough  m any years o f e ffo rt, and

“ Whereas, bo th the unions a f
filia ted  w ith  the A F L  and the 
CIO  w ill su ffe r i f  th is  un ion-bust
in g  cam paign is allowed to  con
tin u e ' unchallenged,

“ T H E R E F O R E  B E  IT  R E 
S O LV E D ! T h a t local U n ion N o , . . 
go on record p ro te s ting  the union 
bus ting  cam paign in it ia te d  • by 
T hurm an A rn o ld  and the D e pa rt
m ent o f Justice, w ith  the aid and 
approval o f the Roosevelt adm in
is tra tio n , and as opposed to  the 
app ro p ria tion  o f fu r th e r  monies 
by Congress fo r  th is  purpose, and 
be i t  fu r th e r

"R E S O L V E D : T ha t we request 
our In te rn a tio n a l Office and the 
CIO  (o r A F L )  to inaugura te  a 
g re a t educational cam paign ex
posing the  aim s and purposes of 
th is  an ti-un ion  cam paign, and be 
i t  fu r th e r

“ R E S O LV E D : T h a t copies of 
th is  reso lu tion be sent to  John L. 
Lew is (o r  W m . Green), o u r In 
te rn a tio n a l office and the labo r 
press.”

SPARKS IN  THE NEWS
by Dwight Macdonald

Letter from Canada
A  fr ie n d  sends in  a le tte r  he received fro m  a 

fr ie n d  in  W inn ipeg, M an itoba :
“ M y  D ear R. . . .  A s  fo r  you r request fo r  news 

o f how people here are ta k in g  the w a r, as ye t 
th a t is  beyond me. I  can on ly  te ll o f one section, 
o f a s tro ll I  took la te  yeste rday on M a in  S treet, 
a long those fe w  blocks n o rth  fro m  the c ity  h a ll 
to  the tracks .

"T h a t was qu ite  an unsavory d is tr ic t  la te Sat
u rday n ig h ts  even w hen you lived  here, as I  
guess you w il l  recall. La s t n ig h t i t  re a lly  
hummed. The w o rs t yet.

“ Hundreds o f troops packed the sidewalks. Ob
v iously  they  had ju s t d raw n th e ir  f ir s t  a rm y  pay. 
Indeed, fo r  m any o f them  i t  m ust have been the 
f ir s t  pay day in  th e ir  hungry , thw a rte d , d is to rted  
lives, and w ith  pennies to  jing le , ‘p a tr io t is m ’ cer
ta in ly  reached new mad, drunken  he ights. Boys 
became base, g ir ls  cheap. F o r you know, dear 
R. . . ., you can’t  take th w a rte d  k ids  s tra ig h t 
fro m  prolonged chronic s ta rva tion , m ake them  
m urderers above the eyes, s tu ff th e ir  pockets 
w ith  u n fa m ilia r  do llars, and expect them  to  be 
angels fro m  the navel down. . . . A lo ng  the 
s treet, bu lg ing  saloons slopped ou t Polish-speak
in g  ’Scots’ in  k ilts . W a itin g  p ro s titu te s  p a tr io t ic 
a lly  set ba rga in  prices fo r  the ejected soaks. . . .

“ A  l i t t le  m im eographed soc ia lis t a n ti-w a r sheet 
was se lling  lik e  ho t cakes. I  g o t a g re a t k ic k  
when I  spotted L u c ille  B. . . . bu y in g  one— you 
rem em ber her? Tom, her boy friend , m ay ye t 
have to  go. I t  was an in s p ir it in g  s ig h t— harm less 
l i t t le  L u c ille  red-faced ly buy ing  an ille g a l revo lu 
tio n a ry  sheet. . . .

“ I  crossed the s tree t to  the ‘p o lite r ’ side to  buy 
some matches. The storekeeper, usua lly  a jo lly  
fe llow , appeared ve ry  downcast. H e ’d been w a tch 
in g  the ’do ings’ across the way.

"  ‘Cold ton ig h t, isn ’t  i t? .  . . . F e llow ’s ju s t been 
in, said the re ’d been 20,000 rec ru its  in  M anitoba 
already. . . . There ’l l  be m illio ns  k ille d  aga in ’.”

" I  agreed, and, the W a r A c ts  being w h a t they 
are, m ere ly  added th a t in  ancient E g y p t the  f ig 
ure 1,000,000 was represented by a p ic tu re  o f a 
m an bent in  bew ilderm ent a t the enorm ity .

“  ‘B u t now i t ’s the m illio n  who are bent,’ was
the re jo inder.

One th in g  m ig h t be added to  th is  account: i t  
is estim ated th a t 75 per cen t o f Canada’s vo lun 
teers were unem ployed.”

How Much Longer 
Will They Be Patient?

La s t J u ly  and A ug ust, 775,000 rpen and w o
men were dropped fro m  the W P A  ro lls . On Jan
u a ry  25, Col. H a rr in g to n  announced th a t  o f these 
775,000, ju s t  100,750 (o r 13 per cent) had found 
joBs in  p r iv a te  in d u s try  by the  end o f la s t N o 
vember. (A n d  h a lf o f these lu c k y  13 per cent 
were ea rn ing  less in  th e ir  p r iv a te  jobs than  they 
had received on W P A .) Rem em ber th is  figure, 
the  ne x t tim e  you hear Roosevelt g e ttin g  o ff his 
line  abou t p r iva te  in d u s try  absorb ing those 
dropped fro m  W P A . T h a t is a lie, and Roosevelt 
know s it .

W h a t became o f the 87 per cent who did  no t 
find  jobs? A cco rd ing  to  Ool. H a rr in g to n , 28 per 
cent o f them  g o t onto loca l re lie f ro lls  (where 
a fa m ily  o f fo u r lives on fro m  $4.50 to  $34 a 
m on th ), 27 per cent were taken back onto W P A , 
“ and 32 per cent were w ith o u t support o f any 
k in d  except w h a t they could procure th rou gh  
Federa l su rp lus com m odities, by the  sale o f th e ir  
effects, by doub ling  up w ith  re la tives, o r by beg
g ing .”

The Colonel also po in ted o u t th a t  before the  
end o f June he m ust drop 700,000 m ore m en and 
women fro m  the W P A  ro lls . “ Does yo u r rep o rt 
p o in t to  a reduced W P A  app ro p ria tion  fo r  next 
y e a r? ”  he was asked. “ H a rd ly ,”  answered the 
Colonel. B u t  his boss in  the  W h ite  House has 
a lready ind ica ted he means to  slash W P A  next 
year, ju s t  as he did  th is  year.

How  m uch longer a re  the  unem ployed go ing 
to  take  i t  in  silence and subm ission? A  few  rea l
ly  m il ita n t  mass dem onstra tions, the  s o rt of 
th in g  th a t scared the  bosses and th e ir  po litica l 
stooges in 1931 and 1932, th a t ’s w h a t is  needed 
to  show F ra n k lin  D . he can’t  ge t aw ay w ith  it .  
The W h ite  House la w n  can be used fo r  o ther 
th in g s  besides E as te r egg ro llin g !

W hat, exactly , led John L. Lew is  to  open up aga inst 
Roosevelt and the  D em ocratic  P a r ty  a t the  recent 
convention o f the U n ited  M ine W orke rs  ? W here does 
i t  suggest th a t he is  lead ing?

There is no doubt th a t Lew is  is a sensitive re flec to r 
o f mass opin ion. He has proved th is  by his whole 
career, ou ts ta n d in g ly  by  the organ iza tion  o f the CIO  
itse lf. He now feels a  groundsw e ll o f d iscontent, o r 
resentm ent aga ins t Roosevelt,, beg inn ing to  g row  
am ong the w orkers . I t  is  undoubtedly there, though  
no t y e t e x p lic it enough to  be noticed by the G allup 
polls.

Roosevelt is  becom ing too open and too crude in  
h is d rive  tow a rd  reaction . D u r in g  the la s t year, he 
has had to  appear m ore and m ore in to  the open: his 
budgets propose the slash ing o f re lie f; he gives the 
quo ta tion  to he lp break the W P A  s tr ik e ; his depart
m en t o f Justice smashes down on c iv il r ig h  he be
comes brazen ly the head w ar-m onger.

Lew is ’ speeches a t the convention a rticu la te d  the 
resentm ent fe lt  a t  th is  leng then ing  series o f actions. 
He w en t— in  words— fa r th e r  than  the w o rke rs  them 
selves have ye t gone— in  words, and the reby holds on 
to  his pos ition  o f leadership, a t the f ro n t  o f the r is in g  
wave.

CIO and the Administration
B u t there was add itiona l m o tiv a tio n  as we ll. U n ti l 

a yea r and a h a lf o r  so ago, i t  was undoubtedly the 
case th a t the  a d m in is tra tio n  favored the CIO  as 
aga inst the A F L . T h is  was shown by m any decisions 
o f the La bo r Board, by the designation  o f ba rga in ing  
un its , etc.; and was m arked fo r  Lew is h im se lf by 
his easy personal e n try  to  the W h ite  House. He was 
made to  fee l ve ry  m uch a t home around the P resi
den tia l fireside.

I t  w ou ld  ha rd ly  be correc t to say th a t the pendu
lum  has swung today a ll the d istance to  the  A F L  
side, bu t th is  has c e rta in ly  been the trend . La s t 
S p ring  the p r iv a te  W ash ing ton le tte rs  had a lready 
begun to  note th a t Congress and the W h ite  House 
were pay ing  m ore serious a tte n tio n  to  the A F L  lead
ers than to  the CIO.

The Labo r Board, w ith  Leiserson rep lac ing  S m ith , 
has been hand ing  do-frn frequ en t decisions w ith  an 
A F L  slant. I t  is rum ored th a t, in  the ta lk s  dealing 
w ith  w a r plans in  th e ir  re la tio n  to  labor, Lew is  is 
no t being given m uch consideration. A t  the same 
tim e, Lew is has m ore d iff ic u lty  a rra n g in g  conversa
tions w ith  the sm ilin g  ch ie f o f the  W h ite  House.

Here, then, was a second g roup  o f reasons ca llin g  
fo r  pub lic  ac tion  by  Lew is.

What Is Lewis After?
Lew is  seemed to  be b u rn in g  a good m any bridges 

by h is rem arks. B u t a care fu l s tudy o f w h a t he said, 
and le f t  unsaid, shows th a t  the re  were no t so m any 
tee th  behind the barks.

F o r a labo r bu reaucra t to  express the resentm ent 
o f the w o rke rs  does n o t a t a ll mean th a t he w il l  ac t 
to  im p lem ent th is  resentm ent. Indeed, h is to ry  shows 
th a t m ost o ften  the expression serves to qu ie t down 
and d iv e rt the resentm ent: i f  i t  were a llow ed to re 
m ain bo ttle d  up, i t  m ig h t explode in  w ays m ost a w k
w a rd  fo r  the bureaucrat. There is no good reason to  
im ag ine  th a t  Lew is in tended to  do m uch m ore than 
c a rry  ou t th is  tim e -w o rn  fu n c tio n  o f the la bo r bureau
cracy.

In  o rder to  keep h is ho ld on the w orkers, he has 
go t to  show m ore tha n  he has been able to  d u rin g  
the past year. U nquestionab ly  h is speeches were 
m eant as ba rga in ing  th rea ts  d irected to  the leaders 
o f bo th the Republican and D em ocra tic  parties. He is 
t r y in g  to  rem ind them  th a t i f  they w a n t to ge t labo r 
votes, the y  w i l l  a t the ve ry  least have to  g ive  m ore 
lip -serv ice  to  labor.

I  do not, however, th in k  th a t he h im se lf took even 
his p red ic tions o f " in g lo r io u s  de feat”  fo r  Roosevelt, 
i f  Roosevelt tr ie s  a th ird  te rm , as li te ra lly  as tlve 
words would seem to  say. I f  Roosevelt runs a g a in - - 
and i t  seems to  me the m ost probable v a r ia n t— I  
th in k  Lew is  w i l l  s t i l l  w a n t to  go along. Roosevelt is 
clever enough to  g ive h im  a fo rm u la  w h ich  w i l l  help 
h im  in  re -w r it in g  h is convention pred ictions.

There has been much gossip in  W ash ing ton o f Lew 
is ' d icke rin g  w ith  m embers o f the Republican N a 
tio n a l C om m ittee. M any o f the  younger men in  the 
a d m in is tra tio n  are convinced th a t Lew is w an ts  to 
sw ing  the C IO  in to  the Republican co lum n n e x t N o 
vem ber— the Republican P a rty , u n t il a  few  years 
ago, has been Lew is ’ tra d itio n a l allegiance.

In  the face o f the a tt itu d e  o f m ost o f the o ther 
un ion heads, th is  w ou ld  seem to  be a move a lm ost 
too dangerous even fo r  Lew is. I t  is  no te w o rth y  th a t  
his rem arks  a t the convention were a lm ost a l l in  the 
mode o f a c r it ic a l,  “ le f t ”  suppo rte r o f the Dem ocrats. 
He was c a llin g  on the D em ocra tic  P a rty  to  “ be sen
sib le”  about labor.

What of a Labor Party?
There is  n o t the s ligh te s t in d ica tio n  in  Lew is ’ ac

tions th a t he is m oving  tow a rd  a labo r p a r ty  fo r  
th is  year. Here also, h is w ords were, i f  an y th in g , de
signed to  head off, n o t to  fu r th e r, in c ip ie n t labo r 
p a r ty  sentim ent. Lew is rem ains convinced th a t a la 
bor p a r ty  is “ un rea lis tic  p o lit ic s ”  in  th is  country , 
w ith  its  tw o -p a rty  p a rlia m e n ta ry  s truc tu re .

Nevertheless, Lew is  was compelled to  say m ore 
than  he doubtless w anted  to . The on ly  possible log ica l 
conclusion fro m  his a tta c k  was, in  a c tu a lity , a clean 
break w ith  both o f the boss pa rties  and the bu ild in g  
o f a labo r p a rty . Though he refused to  s ta te  the  con
clusion, Lew is re a lly  proved th a t la bo r cannot m ake 
use o f the boss pa rties  and m ust have a p a r ty  o f its  
own. There m ust have been m any delegates a t the 
convention, and m any w o rke rs  th rou gh ou t the coun
try ,  who "drew th is  conclusion fo r  themselves in  sp ite  
o f th e ir  n o t hearing  i t  fro m  the p la tfo rm .

A  f irs t  step to p u t th is  conclusion in to  p ractise  
w i l l  have to  be the rea liza tion  th a t a f ig h t  fo r  an 
independent la bo r p a r ty  now is a f ig h t aga inst Lew is. 
W e m u s t no t a llow  L e w is ’ bold words to  deceive us 
in to  th in k in g  th a t he in tends to  fo llo w  them  w ith  
bold actions next sum m er and autum n. I f  Lew is goes 
in to  a labo r p a rty , i t  w i l l  be because he sees as the 
a lte rn a tiv e  g e ttin g  o u t o f the  labo r m ovem ent a lto 
gether. I t  w ou ld  be a fine th in g  i f  th a t choice could 
be p u t before him .

T h e i r
 by James Burnham
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