
WHY IS SUMNER WELLES GOING TO EUROPE
Big Business Backs 
Newark Manager Plan

S.W.P. Backs Campaign of 
Organized Labor In Opposing 
Proposed City Changes

WORKERS JAILED 
AT JAMAICA 
RELIEF BUREAU

Refused To Leave 
Until Children 
W ere Given Food

On Tuesday, F e b ru a ry  20, a re ferendum  is  being held in the c ity  
o f N ew ark , N . J., to  de term ine w hethe r th e  C ity  Com m ission fo rm  
o f governm ent sha ll be changed t-o a C ouncil-M anager fo rm .

The A F L , the  CIO, the  unem ployed o rgan iza tions and the  Social
is t  W orke rs  T a r ty  have called on the w o rke rs  o f the  c ity  to  go to  
th e  po lls th a t  day to  vote NO on the  referendum .

B ig  Business F o r I t  
B ig  Business in N ew ark, head

ed by the Cham ber o f Commerce 
and the  Broad S tree t Association, 
is  behind the move to  change the 
fo rm  o f c ity  governm ent.

B ig  Business spokesmen say 
they can reduce the h igh  ta x  ra te  
o f $4., w h ich  is b r in g in g  ru in  to 
the  sm all hom e-owner and shop 
keeper, by in s ta llin g  a C ity  Coun
c il o f 9 and an “ e ffic ien t”  C ity  
M anager who w ou ld  reduce waste 
and save m oney. They propose to 
replace the present C ity  Com 
m ission o f 4 (1 died rece n tly ) by 
an election, to  be held fo u r  weeks 
a f te r  F eb ru a ry  20, o f a C ity  
Council th a t w ou ld  be “ con tro lled  
by business men.”  They c la im  a l
so th a t  th is  w i l l  p u t an end to  
“ g ra ft  and corruption !* in  the 
C ity  H a ll.

T h e ir K ea l P lan 
B u t i t  is  c lear th a t the rea l aim 

c f  B ig  Business is no t to  help the 
sm all business man, b u t to  ins tad 
a clique w h ich  w i l l  m ake ce rta in  
th a t 'th e  ta x  burden h its  B ig  Bus
iness even less tha n  i t  does now.
They w a n t a  governm ent th a t 
w i l l  be fr ie n d ly  to  the corpora 
tions and the rea l estate specu
la to rs , P ub lic  Service and P ru 
den tia l Insurance and the like .

Thejy w a n t a C ity  M anager 
w ho w i l l  c u t re lie f, w ho w i l l  re 
fuse to  appropria te  any c ity  m on
ey fo r  W P A  pro jects, w ho w il l  
c u t < ity  services, who w il l  reduce 
wages, w ho w i l l  cu t ap p ro p ria 
tions fo r  the lib ra ry  and the hos
p ita ls , who w il l  c u t wages o f the 
school-teachers and the lo w e r- 
pa id  c ity  emp.oyt.es. In  o ther 

(C ontinued on Page 3)

In  desperation because o f hun
ger and the  cold-blooded re fusa l 
o f the  N ew  Y o rk  C ity  Home Re
lie f  a u tho ritie s  to  g ive them  any 
re lie f whatsoever, seventeen men 
women, and ch ild ren  sat down in  
the loca l Bureau a t 88-83 Van 
W yck  Avenue, Jam aica, T hu rs 
day, Feb. 8, and refused to  move.

W hen the case supervisor. M iss 
W einberg, ordered the demon
s tra to rs  out, M rs. A nge lina  B ru 
no, m othe r o f s ix  ch ild ren  shout
ed ou t de fian tly , "Y o u  feed m y 
ch ild ren  then I ' l l  go home, no t be
fo re .”  The Bureau a u tho ritie s  
called the police. Then M iss W ein 
berg and he r assistant; M iss 
Breslau, laughed and joked w ith  
the po lice w h ile  w a it in g  to  see 
w hethe r the  unem ployed w o rkers  
would ge t frig h te n e d  o f the police 
and go home. N o t one person 
moved. A l l  the  dem onstra to rs 
were then arrested and hauled 
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Behind the Lines
B y G E O R G « S TE R N

The veering  vane o f speculation 
over the w a r ’s n e x t phase has 
tu rned to  the N ear E as t where 
large-sca le A llie d  p repa ra tion  fo r  
ho s tilit ie s  has become visible.

The N ear East, in  the language 
o f w o rld  power po litics , spells o u t 
o il— the o il o f Ira q  and Ira n  and 
the o il o f  the S oviet Caucasus.

W ar waged in  the  N ear E ast 
w ou ld  bo w a r waged by the A l
lies aga inst the  Soviet Union, 
w a r waged fo r  the  o il th a t 
spu rts  fro m  the  ground be
tween the B lack  and Caspian 
Seas.

J u s t as the  w a r In  the  W est 
represents a con tinua tion  o f the 
con flic t between A ng lo -F rench  
im peria lism  and Germ an im 
pe ria lism , w a r in  the  N ear E as t 
w ould be a  con tinua tion  o f the 
unsuccessful A ng lo -F re nch  w a r 
o f in te rven tion  aga inst the  B o l
sheviks 20 years ago.

A nd  fo r  such a w a r the  A llies , 
sup e rfic ia lly  a t least, are fa r  be t
te r  prepared. T u rkey , w h ich  
fo u g h t w ith  the K a ise r’s G erm 
any la s t tim e, is now  on the o the r 
side. The sp ra w lin g  desert and 
o il- r ic h  lands o f the old T u rk is h  
E m p ire  are now in the hands of 
B r ita in  (E g yp t, Ira q , Saudi A ra b 
ia, Palestine) and F rance (S y ria  
and Lebanon). The B r it is h  pu ll 
th e  s tr in g s  o f the  puppets th a t 
ru le  Ira n  and A fgh an is ta n , a l
tho ugh  in  both these countries 
th e ir  power is  no t uncontested.

The p rin c ip a l indices o f A llie d  
w a r p repa ra tions in  the eastern 
M ed ite rranean d u rin g  the past 
week have been:

1. The a r r iv a l o f a la rge  ex
pe d itio n a ry  fo rce  o f A u s tra lia n  
and N ew  Zealand troops, land ing  
a t  Suez.

2. The v is it  o f Gen. M axim e 
W eygand, F rench  N ear E aste rn  
com m ander, to  the  B r it is h  Gen
era l S ta ff quarte red  a t Cairo.

3. The open announcem ent in  
P aris  th a t A llie d  forces in  the 
Le van t n o w  to ta l some 300,000, 
no t coun ting  the a rm y  o f T u r 
key, w h ich  is pledged to  f ig h t  on 
the A llie d  side as soon as w a r 
reaches th a t p a r t  o f the  w orld .

4. T u rk e y ’s ac t in  seizing G er
m an-owned sh ipyards a t- the  
B lack  Sea end o f the Bosporus 
and in  expe lling  some 80-odd 
G erm an technic ians w o rk in g  in 
T u rk is h  a r s e n a l s ,  m un itions  
p lan ts, and w ith  the  T u rk ish  
a rm y  and navy.

These, and a la rge  num ber 
o f previous ind ica tions accum 
u la tin g  s tead ily  in  the  m onths 
since the w a r began, show 
c le a rly  th a t  w hateve r the  tu rn  
takes in  the W est, the A llies  
are p repa ring  once m ore to  ex
tend th e ir  search fo r  p lunder 
in to  Soviet Russia. They would 
seek the  double goal o f c u tt in g  
o ff a  v ita l possible channel of 
o il supp ly to  G erm any and o f 
sw e lling  th e ir  own w a r chests 
— and sim u ltaneously dea ling  a 
heavy b low  to  the  Soviet S tate 
whose destruction  rem ains one 
o f the p rim e aim s o f w o rld  im 
peria lism .

The ou tb reak  o f w a r in the 
N ear E as t w ou ld  no t preclude, 
b u t w ou ld  p robab ly  accompany, 
its  extension on the  European 
fron ts . The S ov ie t-F inn ish  w a r 
w ou ld  assume m ore c le a rly  its  
essential place in  the scheme o f 
th in g s  as the  opening phase o f 
an im p e ria lis t a tta c k  on the Sovi
e t Union.

W ha t ro le  Germ any —  and 
I ta ly — w ill  p lay  in  the  new tu rn  
o f the w a r wheels— rem ains to  
be seen. To help shape th is  ro le  
m ay w e ll be the  p rim e  purpose 
o f the “ in fo rm a tio n a l”  t r ip  
Sum ner W elles is  m a k in g  to  
Europe.

U O .  LEADER 
AGAIN LASHES 
OUT A I F.D.R.

Challenges Him On 
Jobs and Chance 
For Youth

W A S H IN G T O N , Feb. 11 —  
John L. Lew is was an easy w in 
ner over Roosevelt in  th a t de
bate here yesterday. I t  was a 
p ity  th a t  the  tw o  o f them  were 
no t b a ttl in g  i t  ou t on one p la t
fo rm !

The president had bum ptious ly  
to ld  the  you th  they  weren’ t  su ffi
c ie n tly -in fo rm ed  to  adopt a  res
o lu tio n  aga inst w a r loans to  F in 
land. He had term ed “ tw add le”  
the propos ition  th a t  such loans 
would lead to  A m erica ’s invo lve
m en t in  the w ar.

Lew is  to ld  h im  o ff:
“ I t  m ig h t in te re s t the P resident 

to  know  th a t the  recent conven
tion  o f the  U n ited  M ine  W orke rs  
o f A m erica , w ith  2,400 delegates 
in  a de libe ra tive  convention m  
Columbus, rep resenting  a mem
bership o f 600,000 m em bers and 
m ore than  3,000,000 m embers o f 
dependent fa m ilie s  o f those 600,- 
000 men, adopted the same k ind 
o f a reso lu tion  on F in lan d  
A nd I  wonder i f  the president 
could ca ll the reso lu tion adopted 
by the U M W A  ’tw add le .’

"Those reso lu tions (aga inst 
loans to  F in lan d ) are sym bolic 
o f w h a t is in  the hearts, n o t on ly  
o f the young men and wom en o f 
A m erica , b u t o f p ra c tic a lly  ev
e ry  citizen. They represent the  
constant and the conscious and 
subconscious fears th a t, in  some 
way, the  p o litic ian s  and sta tes
men o f th is  c o u n try  and the w a r
r in g  w o rld  w i l l  in  some fash ion 
d ra g  our cou n try  in to  th e ir  w ar, 
and it 's  a pro test.

“ I t  is  a  pro test, and a fte r  a ll, 
who has a b igger, g rea te r r ig h t 
to  p ro te s t aga inst w a r o r any 
p a r t  o f w a r, o r  the  d ip lo m a tic  
in tr ig u e s  o f w a r, o r the sub tle  
po litics  preceding w a r, than the  
young men who, in  the event of 
w ar, w ould become cannon fod
d e r? ”

Lew is was even m ore b itin g ly  
e ffective  in  com m enting  on the 
p lig h t o f the “ 4,000,000 young 
people w ith o u t job  o p p o rtu n ity ,”  
fo r  whom  Roosevelt had no an
swer.

“ You listened to  the  pres i
dent today, when you came 
aw ay you d idn ’ t  know  where to 
ge t a job  i f  you needed ono; he 
d idn 't te ll you that- i f  you w a it 
ed a yea r the re  would be a  job  
fo r  you, he d idn ’ t  say th a t i f  
you w a ited  five  years there 
would be a  jo b  fo r  you. Be
cause, apparen tly , he d idn ’t  
know , and i f  he doesn’t  know , 
he finds h im se lf in  the  same fix  
th a t you were on the  F inn ish  
question.”

A g a in  and again Lew is  re 
tu rned  to  the economic p lig h t o f 
the young generation o f today:

“ He (Roosevelt) said also, by 
im p lica tion , th a t perhaps there 
is too much fu ro r  be ing raised 
about jobs fo r  young people, be
cause ten, tw e n ty  and th ir t y  
years ago young people also 
wanted jobs. Some answer!

“ H ow  m uch does th a t mean 
to  one o f you who needs a job?
. . . H ow  m uch does th a t mean 
to those o f you who have, plans 
to  get m a rried  and liv e  the no r
m al life  o f A m ericans?  . . . A nd 
how m any years o f in te rru p 
tio n  to  y o u r no rm a l plans w il l  
you en joy?  . . . H ow  m any 
years m us t you wander and 
hope that, you w i l l  have an op
p o r tu n ity  here in  yo u r na tive  
land to  liv e  the  no rm a l life  of 
a  no rm a l c it iz e n ? ”
H is  speech was, in  rough  fo rm  

an accoun ting  o f the  b a nkru p tcy  
o f the N ew  Deal. He warned 
Roosevelt th a t  the A m erican  peo
ple “ w i l l  hold s t r ic t ly  accountable 
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Envoy to Probe for 
Anti-Soviet Front

F.D.R. Sending Welles Abroad To Make  
Soundings Among Belligerents 
For New W ar Alignments

John L . Lewis roasted Roosevelt to a 
turn last Saturday. I t  was a good job o f de
bunking the “ New Deal..”  Lewis turned the 
spotlight on “ America’s Problem No. 1“  —  
unemployment.

Halfway through his speech, Lewis asked 
the right question— the burning question: 
“ Well, why not do something about it? ”

But Lewis didn’t answer that question. He 
didn’t tell us what to do about it, or what he 
is going to do about it.

He did say: “ Isn’t it now apparent that 
the politicians' answers are not going to get 
you a job unless you force the politicians to 
get you a job?”

But how to force them —  that’s the ques
tion.

A t the United Mine Workers convention, 
Lewis graphically described how, in the deal 
with Roosevelt, the labor movement got the 
dirty end o f the stick. He made clear that he 
ruled out the Republican party. That’s fine. 
But then he ended by projecting another deal 
with the Democratic party. Neither Lewis 
nor anybody else has given a single reason 
for thinking that another deal with the Dem
ocratic party won’t turn out like the last one.

Lewis has gone half-way and then

stopped. What every m ilitant in the labor 
movement wants to hear Lewis and the CIO 
leadership say is :

“ E ight years o f the New Deal have dem
onstrated that the working class of this 
country has nothing to gain and everything 
to lose by supporting capitalist parties. I t ’s 
time to build our own Labor Party. The in
dustrial and white-collar workers, and the 
agricultural workers and working farmers, 
together w ith their wives and sons and 
daughters, constitute the overwhelming ma
jo rity  o f this country. They should run it.”

That’s what the working people o f this 
country are waiting to hear!

A  Labor Party that w ill fight for a job 
and a decent living fo r every worker —  open 
the id le  factories —  operate them under 
workers’ control —  a Twenty-Billion dollar 
federal public works and housing program—  
a $30-weekly minimum wage— a 30-hour 
weekly maximum— all war funds to the un
employed— a people's referendum on any 
and all wars— these are the kind of demands 
that a Labor Party should fight for today.

“ W hy not do something about it?”  Lewis 
asked that question. Let him answer it as 
the workers want him to answer it !

WOMEN WPA 
STRIKERS ARE 
SENTENCED

Action Needed to Win 30-Hr. 
Week at General Motors

Company Is Trying To W ear Men Down 
W ith  A W ar of Nerves and Words

Suspended Sentences 
For 13 in Mpls; 1 
Gets 45 Days Jail

M IN N E A P O L IS , Feb. 10 
— The fourteen women strik
ers convicted in the third 
W P A  trial were sentenced 
this morning in Judge Math
ew Joyce’s courtroom. T h ir
teen o f the women received 
suspended sentences and were 
placed on probation for peri
ods o f one year to eighteen 
months. The fourteenth, M in 
nie Kohn, drew 45 days in 
the city workhouse.

The suspended sentences 
came as no surprise, after the 
government’s retreat o f last 
week, when it quashed the re
maining indictments against 
the 125 W P A  strikers who 
had not yet been on trial.

Those who were handed 
probationary periods o f one 
year are Bertha Gates, Pearl 
Richards, M a r i e  M o r g a n ,  
Harriet Munson, Ida Dunlap, 
Lois Viens, Sigrid Asunma, 
M yrtle Squarcello, and M ar
garet Schoenfeld. Dorothy 
Green, Ann Wisdom and 
Stella Ross got fifteen months 
probation, and Nellie W ald
ron, eighteen.

As the court opened, De
fense Attorney Tom Davis 
rose to point out to the judge 
that most o f the defendants 
were mothers and grandmoth
ers, that they had all suffered
greatly, and suggested that 
p ro ba tiona ry  sentences be given.

(C ontinued on ta g e  2)

F L IN T , M ich .— The General M o to rs  p rog ram  o f “ ac tion ”  an 
nounced by the  tops o f the  U n ited  A u to m ob ile  W orke rs  (C IO ), 
w h ich  g in g e rly  places on the  she lf a ll the  rea l demands o f the  w o rk 
ers, reveals th e . usual trade  un ion bu reaucra t’s e rro r o f p lac ing  
fa ith  no t in  the  m il ita n t  action  o f the  ranks, b u t in  some k in d  of 
legal m ach inations, in  th is  case the  N a tio n a l Labo r R e la tions Board.

I t  is  o f course absolute ly necessary fo r  the  U A W -C IO  to  wage 
an energetic cam paign to  w in  the  com ing N L R B  elections in  Gen
era l M otors . B u t how can th e y  be won ?

U n ion and non-union men, acu te ly  aw are o f th e ir  in secu rity , of 
im pending lay-o ffs , and o f the 
im p e ra tive  need o f m ak in g  s trong  
demands upon the  - co rpora tion , 
are not go ing  to  be satisfied w ith  
a m ere ly  verbal p rogram , p rom 
ised by the leadership “ a fte r  the 
e lections."

M ilita n ts  w ho rea lise ths im 
pe ra tive  necessity o f the  CIO  
w in n in g  N L K B  elections w i l l  
press fo r  action  on the 30 hout 
week a t  40 hours ’ pay, and the 
guaranteed shop stew ard system 
and re la ted demands N O W  and 
no t in  the vague fu tu re . A  v ig o r
ous cam paign T O D A Y  w ould  
guarantee an election v ic to ry  and 
a solid f ro n t  aga inst the  huge 
General M otors C orpora tion .

G uerilla  W a rfa re
W hile  th is  game o f de lay and 

evasion goes on in  the C IO  lead
ership, the ranks  are engaged in  
a w a r o f a t t r it io n ,  w e a rin g  them 
selves o u t in  a constant and w ide
spread decentra lized b a ttle  \y ith  
the  company.

In  p la n t a fte r  p la n t union m il
ita n ts  in  various departm ents are 
f ig h tin g  to secure and m a in ta in  
sen io rity  r ig h ts , s tru g g lin g  ag
a in s t speed-up, dem anding a c u t 
in  hours fro m  40 to  30 before 
w idespread la yo ffs  begin, in  o r
der to  keep a g re a te r num ber o f 
men a t w o rk  over a  longer period 
o f tim e.

Company Provokes F la re -U ps
The corpora tion , a lw ays aware 

o f its  opportun ities , has no t hesi
ta ted  to  provoke these l i t t le  
fiare-ups. Cases o f m in o r d is c r im 
ina tions  aga inst w e ll-kn ow n  un
ion men are qu ite  num erous in  
the F l in t  p lan ts. U su a lly  the  cor
po ra tion  backs down, a f te r  a 
f ig h t  has been waged, lays the 
whole m a tte r  a t the door o f some 
p e tty  forem an, o r a d m in is tra tive

e rro r, and plays the p a r t  o f the 
k ind  and righ teous  employer.

B u t m eanw hile these constant 
flare-ups are w e aring  down the 
men. They cannot keep th is  up 
fo reve r. T h e ir m il ita n t  action 
must. I>e organized in to  a corpora
tion -w ide  offensive to  achieve the 
demands w h ich  a ll agree are es
sentia l.

Serious o rgan iza tiona l meas
ures to  prepare fo r  a f ig h t  fo r  
a 30 ho u r week a t 40 hours pay, 
fo r  a system atic  shop s tew ard 
system, fo r  a hard and fa s t se
n io r ity  system , etc., w o u ld  easily 
and ra p id ly  ra l ly  the General M o
to rs  w orkers, guarantee f ir s t  of 
a ll the N L R B  election, and end in  
ce rta in  v ic to ry  fo r  the U A W -C IO .

Com pany Has the M oney
I f  un ion leaders fe a r th a t the 

30 hours a t 40 hours’ pay slogan 
is no t feasible, th a t GM cannot 
a ffo rd  it ,  le t them  look a t the 
facts. General M o to rs  p ro fits  fo r  
1939 w il l  be abou t $200,000,000. 
These p ro fits  now are poured in 
to the coffers o f the D uP onts and 
M organs. I f  the IJA W -C IO  w ould  
conduct a m il ita n t  f ig h t, and de
m and the tu rn in g  over o f these 
p ro fits  to the m en who produce 
them , they  could provide jobs fo r  
100,000 unem ployed a t a  guaran
teed $1500 y e a rly  wage, add a l
m ost $500 a yea r tc  the incom e 
o i a ll w o rke rs  now em ployed by 
General M otors, and cu t the 
hours in  h a lf  a t least, as a resu lt 
o f  the  add it onal em ploym ent o f 
u hundred thousand workers.

I t  is possio’e th a t due to  the 
in a b il i ty  o r  unw illingness o f the 
R euther - Thom as leadersh ip  to  
conduct a rea l offensive in  Gen
era l M otors, in it ia t iv e  fo r  ac tion  

(C ontinued on Page 2)

W hat w i l l  be the rea l m ission o f Sum ner WeUes in  Europe?
President Roosevelt has announced th a t he is sending his 

TJnder-Secrotary o f S ta te  to  Europe to  re p o rt “ on present con
d itions  in  Europe .”

Pressed to  g ive  m ore deta ils, the P resident said th a t on ly  
he and his S ecre tary o f S tate, C orde ll H u ll, w ou ld  be p r iv y  to  
WeUes’ “ find ings.”  I t  is  a p pa ren tly  none o f the  people’s business.

B u t w ith in  a few  hours m a tte rs  became a l i t t le  c learer.

ANTI-LYNCHING 
BILL HEARINGS 
ADJOURNED

Anti-Labor Loophole 
Slipped Into House 
Version of Bill

A f te r  hearing  e ig h t witnesses, 
three o f them  fro m  Texas and a ll 
favo rab le  to  the  b ill,  the subcom
m itte e  o f the Senate hearing  te s t
im ony on the  A n ti-L y n c h in g  B ill 
ad journed sine die. Texas S enator 
Tom  Connally, m ost vocife rous 
opponent o f the b ill,  presented no 
witnesses, tho ugh  he had w ide ly  
public ized his in te n tio n  to  have 
a la rge  num ber te s t ify  in  opposi
tio n  to  the b ill.  Some o f the m a t
e ria l he h im se lf read in to  the  re 
cord was supplied h im , Connelly 
said, by  M rs. Jessie D an ie l Ames, 
pres ident o f the S ou thern W om 
en’s A ssoc ia tion  fo r  the P reven
tion  o f Lynch ing .

A n ti-L a b o r Loophole

The m ore progressive suppo rt
ers o f the b il l are m a k in g  an 
e ffo rt to  keep in  the  b ill the  p ro 
viso th a t  lyn ch in g  “ sha ll no t be 
deemed to  include violence occur- 
in g  d u rin g  the course o f p ic k e t
in g  o r bo yco ttin g  o r  any inc iden t 
in  connection w ith  any ‘labo r d is
pu te ’ ” . A s passed in  the House 
o f Representatives, the b ill had 
th is  po rtion  deleted, c re a tin g  a 
loophole to  tu rn  the la w  aga inst 
-the w o rk in g  class.

W ith  the b ill pend ing in  the 
Senate, M a ry la n d  sta te  police 
acted w ith  unusual speed W ed
nesday, to rescue tw o  N egro  w o
men fro m  a mob o f 1,000 w h ite  
men, w ho had broken in to  the 
coun ty  ja i l  a t Snow H i l l  and 
seized the women. The wom en 
were being held as m a te ria l w i t 
nesses in  the s la y ing  o f a fa rm e r 
by unknow n men. S ta tem ents o f 
the governor, the coun ty  she riff 
and sta te  police concern ing the 
rescue were obviously  made w ith  
an eye to  the e ffec t on Congres
sional opinion.

A lth o u g h  bo th  the D em ocratic  
nd Republican pa rties  havejg iven 

the b ill ha lf-hea rted  support 
( th is  is  e lection yea r and Negroes 
fo rm  the balance o f power in  
more, tha n  a dozen s ta tes), the 
leaders o f ne ithe r p a r ty  have 
given an unequivocal s ta tem ent 
on the b ill.  A s a P itts b u rg h  Cour
ie r  ed ito ria l pu ts it ,

“ M r  G arner has been on the 
pub lic  p a y ro ll a ll h is l i fe  and 
a t least h a lf  h is li fe  has been 
spent in  Congress. H e M U S T  
know  how to  ta lk , and i f  so, 
w h y  doesn’t  he h im s lf say the 
nice th in g s  abou t Negroes th a t 
his pa id  N egro  henchmen say 
he says? . . . L ik e  M r. Roose
ve lt, he can be depended upon 
to  say no th in g  de fin ite  and spe
c ific  to  encourage Negroes fo r  
fe a r o f scaring  o ff w h ite  sup
p o rt.”

O n ly  a w o rke rs ’ p a r ty  th a t  is  
based on class u n ity  across ra c ia l 
lines, can a ffo rd  to  ta ke  a c lear 
stand, need n o t be a fra id  o f 
"sca rin g  o ff w h ite  suppo rt.”  
T h a t’s the S oc ia lis t W orke rs  P a r
ty .

The m ost s tr ik in g  fa c t  o f the 
W elles m ission— w h ich  Was im 
m ed ia te ly  com m ented on in  E u 
rope, especia lly in  London —  was 
the fa c t th a t he w il l  go to  Rome, 
Paris , B e rlin , and London —  no t 
to  Moscow.

Then when Roosevelt on Sun
day addressed the delegates o f 
the A m erican  Y ou th  Congress on 
the W h ite  House law n, he openly 
a ttacked  the Soviet U n ion , de
clared th a t “ 98 percent o f the 
A m erican  people”  were support
in g  F in land.

A dd to  th is  the fa c t  th a t  W elles 
is sa ilin g  tog e the r w ith  M y ro n  
T ay lo r, named as Roosevelt’s pe r
sonal em issary to  the V a tican , 
and the fa c t  th a t the V a tic a n ’s 
whole e ffo r t in  the w a r is  a im ed 
a t b r in g in g  abou t an an ti-S o v ie t 
coa lition , and one begins to  ge t 
m ore than  a g lim m e r o f w h a t is' 
i n . the w ind.

W elles- the ev il genius behind 
the bloody reg im e o f Machado in 
Cuba and the S ta te  D e pa rtm e n t’s 
ch ie f m a n ip u la to r in  re la tions  
w ith  the to ta lita r ia n  d ic ta to rsh ips  
o f L a t in  A m erica— is  go ing  to  
Europe to  sound o u t the  possib il
i t y  o f s h if t in g  th e  focus o f the  
w a r fro m  in te rnec ine  co n flic t 
am ong the im i>eria lis ts in to  a  w a r 
o f the  powers aga ins t the  Soviet 
U nion. The in flic t io n  o f a decisive 
m il i ta ry  de fea t upon H it le r ite  
G erm any is a necessary p a r t  o f 
th is  p ro ject.

H u ll Chimes In

S im u ltaneous ly  w ith  the W elles 
m ission, S ecre tary H u ll revealed 
th a t the  W ash ing ton  governm ent 
is a lready engaged in  m any-sided 
nego tia tions w ith  the neu tra ls  fo r  
the announced purpose o f m a k in g  
"p re lim in a ry  inqu iries  re la tin g  to  
a sound in te rn a tio n a l economic 
system  . . . and w o rld -w ide  re 
duction  o f a rm am ents,”  a f te r  the 
w ar.

A m erica ’s F u tu re  Role
Behind these em p ty  phrases 

stre tches a grandiose p ic tu re  o f 
the  fu tu re  ro le  th a t  A m e rica n  im 
pe ria lism  expects to  p lay  the ro le  
o f supreme ru le r  and a rb ite r  o f 
a w ar-exhausted w o rld . These ne
go tia tio ns  are undoub ted ly  one o f 
the f ir s t  phases o f W ash ing ton ’s 
assertion o f its  dom inan t place 
in w o rld  po litics . B u t a t the same 
tim e  th e y  have a m ore im m edia te  
purpose: to  in troduce  A m erican  
pressure upon the n e u tra ls  in 
th e ir  polic ies tow a rd  the w a r a t 
the present tim e , to  fo rce  them  
in to  the  w a r a lignm en ts  w ith  
w h ich  W elles w i l l  be dea ling  p r i
m a r ily  d u rin g  hi's European to u r.

Iso la tio n is ts  Collapse
L it t le  opposition to  Roosevelt's 

scheme is  to  be expected fro m  
Congress, as was to  be seen th is  
week w hen “ is o la tio n is t’ sen ti
m e n t collapsed in  the  Senate and 
the  b ill*  to  p rov ide an add itiona l 
$20,000,000 fo r  F in lan d  was 
adopted. There  was a round o f 
applause w hen S enator K in g  de
clared he favo red  tne b il l “ be
cause C om m unist Russia th re a t
ened to  destroy th is  and a ll gov
ernm ents.”

S ta lin ’s invas ion o f F in land  has 
g iven Roosevelt an '‘id e a lis tic ”  
p re te x t fo r  m ov ing  ag a ins t the 
Soviet U n ion, and he is m ak ing  
the m ost o f it .

L e w i s  B la s t s  R o o s e v e l t

Lewis Is Right-But W hat Is He 
Going to Do About It?

A N  E D IT O R IA L
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A  New Chapter Begins in  A m erican  Labor H is to ry : 
W hat Is a t Stake In  the F ig h t on Labor U n ity?

B y E. R. F R A N K

I I .
John L. Lewis took a fall out of Roosevelt in their ex

change on the question o f labor unity. In Washington on Sat
urday, Lewis read with malicious pleasure the reply he had 
sent last October to the president's “ peace”  proposal; that took 
care o f Roosevelt's assertion that Lewis had not deigned to 
reply. What is more, Lewis was able to repeat his proposal of 
last year: labor unity by the simple method o f each C IO  unit 
being chartered by the A F L , with all “ questions o f detail" 
settled w ith in the jo in t organization— i.e., an organization in 
which the CIO forces would have a decisive voice.

Progressives in the labor movement, whether in the A F L
or CIO, must clearly under
stand why the only worth
while kind o f unity for the la
bor movement is that in which 
the industrial unions w ill re
main the leading tendency in 
the labor movement.

The s p lit  ne ithe r o r ig in a te d  no r 
is  i t  con tinu ing  today because o f 
the personal h o s t ility  o f Green or 
Lew is o r any o th e r ind iv idua ls. 
Such an exp lanation  is on ly  fo r  
l i t t le  ch ildren. The s p lit  o r ig in 
ated on the basic question o f o r
gan iz ing  the unorganized indus
t r ia l  p ro le ta r ia t o f A m erica ’s 
mass p roduction  industries.

The s p lit  continues today over 
the  question o f w h ich  unions and 
w h ic h  polic ies sha ll possess the 
hegem ony o f the la bo r move
m en t; the in d u s tr ia l unions un
der Lew is, M u rra y , etc., o r  the 
old c ra f t  unions under the dom
in a tio n  o f the H utcheson-F rey- 
W o ll clique. A  b it te r  personal an
tagon ism  exists between these 
tw o  groups o f men, to  be sure. 
B u t th is  con flic t o rig ina tes  fro m  
the  d iffe re n t type of unions th a t 
the tw o  sets o f leaders con tro l, 
the d iffe re n t in te res ts  involved, 
the  d iffe re n t polic ies pursued, and 
n o t m e re ly  an expression o f per
sonal d is like  o r h o s tility .

T H E  K IN D  O F  U N IT Y  
R O O S E V E LT  W A N T S

Roosevelt is  no t in terested in  a 
un ited  labo r m ovem ent because 
o f so lic itude fo r  the w e lfa re  of 
the A m erican  w o rk in g  class. H is  
in te re s t arises solely o u t o f his 
w a r program . He fea rs  th a t the 
con tinu a tio n  o f the labo r s p lit 
m akes m ore d iff ic u lt  the rea liza 
tio n  o f his goal: to  reach a def
in ite  unders tand ing w ith  the top 
offic ia ldom  on p u ttin g  the  unions 
in to  the  s tra it- ja c k e t o f his w a r 
m achine. Roosevelt is  w o rk in g  
fo r  a un ited  labo r m ovem ent th a t 
w i l l  be headed by a servile and 
cow ard ly  leadership, w il l in g  to 
ac t as the agent o f the  W a r De
p a rtm e n t inside the  labo r move
m ent. T h a t is w h y  Roosevelt is 
today p u ttin g  the squeeze on 
Lew is  and th ro u g h  Lew is on the 
in d u s tr ia l w o rke rs  who m ake up 
the  u n ru ly , the untam ed, the  ag
gressive type  o f unions, whose 
indus tries  con s titu te  the nerve 
centers o f A m erica ’s w a r m a
chine. Roosevelt w a n ts  to  m ob i
lize pub lic  op in ion aga inst the 
C IO  in d u s tr ia l unions in  o rder to 
fo rce  them  to  subord inate them 
selves to the  servile, house-brok
en bureaucra ts o f the F re y -W o ll-  
Hutcheson stripe . T h is  is the 
m eaning and the  a im  o f the 
Roosevelt Peace crusade.

T H E  M E A N IN G  O F 

T O B IN ’S U N IT Y  D E M A N D

T ob in ’s recent a tta c k  against 
“ less tha n  a dozen m en’’ who are 
“ responsible fo r  the d iv is ion  of 
e ig h t m illio n  m en”  and his ca ll 
upon the ra n k  and file  to  “ rise 
up and demand”  the com plete 
cessation o f h o s tilit ie s  between 
the tw o  labo r organ izations, has 
an e n tire ly  d iffe re n t m eaning and 
purpose than the Roosevelt peace 
cam paign. T ob in ’s ca ll-to -a rm s  is 
an a tta c k  p r im a r ily  upon the re 
a c tio n a ry  c lique th a t  runs the 
A F L  E xecu tive  Council and was 
so understood and received by  the 
en tire  A F L  leadership. Tob in  is 
dem anding, in  effect, th a t the

c ra f t  unions drop th e ir  s tiff-n e c k 
ed a ttitu d e  and give in  to  some 
o f the demands o f the CIO.

The Team sters U n ion  and Tob
in  have trave lle d  a long w a y  since 
the 1934 San F rancisco coven- 
tion , when Tobin denounced the 
“ rabble and r i f f - r a f f ”  th a t were 
a tte m p tin g  to  invade the A F L . 
Tobin today heads a pow erfu l 
se m i-ind us tria l un ion  o f 400,000 
men; he is, in  a w ay sub ject to 
the same influences and pressures 
th a t operate on the C IO  leaders. 
Because o f the changed s ta tus  of 
h is union, Tob in 's  whole labo r 
ph ilosophy and approach is today 
much closer to  th a t o f Lew is than 
to  the polic ies o f T ob in ’s col
leagues o f the E xecu tive  Coun
cil. Tob in  envisages today a 
un ited  labo r o rgan iza tion , s trong 
er and more aggressive than the 
fede ra tion  o f the past, w ith  the 
power d ivided som ewhat evenly 
between the new in d u s tr ia l and 
sem i-ind us tria l unions and the 
old line  A F L  c ra f t  unions. Tobin

is a log ica l com prom ise candidate 
fo r  the  leadership o f such a 
un ited labo r o rg an iza tio n  and un
questionably so considers h im self. 
Tob in  rem ains an a rd en t New  
Dealer, b u t he is above a ll the 
p res ident o f an im p o rta n t labo r 
union, and th a t is w hy  his u n ity  
a im s are so d iffe re n t fro m  those 
o f Roosevelt. T h a t is w h y  Tobin 
is p u ttin g  the squeeze on the 
A F L  E xecu tive  Council to “ g ive 
in "  and m ake peace w ith  the  
CIO.

T H E  K IN D  O F U N IT Y  
G R E E N  W A N T S

Green, who has the responsib il
i t y  o f the A F L  na tiona l office and 
who has no base in  any In te r 
na tion a l union, fea rs  even more 
than  the o th e r old line  c ra f t  un
ion offic ia ls, the eventual decay o f 
the A F L  unless the la bo r s p lit  is 
healed and the fede ra tion  is a l
lowed to  absorb the young blood 
o f the m odern in d u s tr ia l unions. 
J u s t the same he, lik e  the  c ra f t  
un ion clique, to  w h ich  he has tied 
his fo rtunes, fea rs  the new un
b rid led  masses o f p ro le ta rian  
w o rke rs  as he fears the plague 
its e lf. The A F L  leadership w an t 
u n ity , bu t u n ity  w ith  the assur
ance th a t the new unions w i l l  
keep th e ir  place, pay tn e ir  per 
cap ita  taxes and n o t challenge 
the leadership o f the E xecu tive  
Council.

H O W  L E W IS  E S T IM A T E S  
T H E  C O M IN G  P E R IO D

Lew is  is convinced th a t the 
com ing period w ill be m arked by 
a huge expansion o f a ll mass p ro 
duc tion  industries, feeding both 
the  A m erican  and E uropean w a r

machines. He rem em bers the 
m arve lous o rgan iza tiona l un ion 
g ro w th  o f the la s t w a r period o f 
a decade ago, w hen the A F L , 
its  m em bership. He is convinced 
w ith  l i t t le  e ffo rt, a lm ost doubled 
th a t the CIO  w ith  its  cen tra lized 
a u th o r ity , its  in d u s tr ia l un ion 
s tru c tu re  and its  m odern and ag
gressive m ethods o f o rgan iza tion  
w ill achieve huge gains in m em 
bership in  the  com ing period and 
thus establish unquestioned hege
m ony over the trade  un ion move
m ent. F irm ly  convinced th a t the 
fu tu re  is w ith  the CIO, he is de
te rm ined  no t to  subord inate the 
C IO  unions and th e ir  freedom  of 
action  to the m a jo r ity  o f the 
A F L  E xecu tive  Council, come 
w h a t m ay. He w ants  u n ity  and a 
un ited  la bo r o ran iza tion  w ith  the 
upper hand and the de te rm in ing  
p o licy  vested in  the leadership of 
the in d u s tr ia l unions.

Progressives have the task o f 
exp la in ing  to  the m em bership the 
fu l l  m eaning o f th e ' u n ity  cam 
paign. The progressives m ust 
f ig h t  fo r  a  un ited  labo r move
m ent, achieved on ly  by the action  
and the pressure o f the  ra n k  and 
file itse lf. They m ust condemn 
unreservedly any in te rfe rence  in 
to  th e ir  in te rn a l a ffa irs  on the 
p a rt o f Roosevelt o r  any o ther 
c a p ita lis t p o litic ian . They w ill 
then, in  every case, p u t pressure, 
f irs t, upon the old line  c ra f t  un
ion offic ia ls, in  order to force 
th rough  a un ited  la bo r o rgan iza
tion , w ith  the hegemony in  the 
hands o f the in d u s tr ia l unions 
and the in d u s tr ia l p ro le ta r ia t—  
the  m ost advanced section o f the 
A m erican  w o rk in g  class.

Women W P A  Strikers 
Sentenced in Mpls.

(C ontinued fro m  Page 1)
The judge summoned each de

fendan t before him .
La bo r Proud o f Defendants

H is  observations were an un
conscious tr ib u te  to  the m ilita n c y  
and heroism  o f these women. 
T h is one, he said, s t i l l  believed 
the a rgum ents o f the s tr ik e  lead
ers were sound and convincing. 
T h a t one believed herse lf to  be 
persecuted. He cou ldn 't see how 
a th ird  could be so la d y lik e  and 
y e t so m il ita n t  on the p icke t line.

W hen i t  came the tu rn  o f the  
F inn ish  wom an S ig rid  A sunm a 
he commented th a t she was un
cooperative. S k il l fu l ly  b r in g in g  in  
the  S ov ie t-F inn ish  w a r, Judge 
Joyce suggested th a t M rs. A sun
m a m ust be g lad she is l iv in g  in  
the U n ite d  States, no t exposed to 
guns and bombs in  her homeland. 
"Y o u r boy, A rch ie , can m arch  off 
every m orn ing  to Dunwoody 
school, he doesn’t  have to m arch 
to w a r.”

The '"b e tte r e lem ent”  in  the 
cou rtroom  nodded approv ing ly . 
M rs. A sunm a stared unrespons- 
iv e ly  a t the judge.

The courtroom , as usual, was 
packed w ith  s tr ik e  sym path izers. 
A s M inn ie  K ohn was taken  to  the 
workhouse, friends  showered her 
w ith  c igare ttes  and money.

P res iden tia l Pardon Possible
The W orke rs  Defense League 

on F ebru a ry  2 called upon P resi-

A F L  C ouncil Pettifogs W h ile  M a jo r 
Issues f o r  W orkers are Ignored

conditions deplorable. The de
pression is still w ith us after 
ten years —; lingering on like 
a bad dream. Capital lies idle 
by the billions in the banks. 
Business stagnates, there is no 
expansion, factories arc idle. 
Ten millions are unemployed. 
And with it all, the nation tee
ters on the brink o f war.

In  o ther words, w h ich  no one 
can deny: A m erica  rem ains in 
the death g r ip  o f the m ost in 
tense social cris is  in  its  h is to ry . 
P a tch -w o rk  schemes w on’t  w o rk  
any more. T h is  is a tim e, obv i
ously, fo r  bold men w ith  bold 
program s. The leaders o f 4;000,- 
000 w orkers , Who are m ost seri
ously affected by  the crisis, 
should ca ll o u t the m ig h t o f o r
ganized la bo r fo r  im m edia te  ag
gressive action.

They should, yes— b u t the old, 
old men o f the  E xecu tive  Council 
have another idea o f w h a t should 
be done and how. F o r them  the 
p roverb  “ d iscre tion  is the be tte r 
p a r t  o f v a lo r”  is a hoa ry  p r in c i
ple frozen in  th e ir  bones. To the 
w a it in g  w o rld  the y  u tte red  
solemn words:

“ U nem ploym ent s t i l l  is  the  
m ost acute dom estic problem  
o f the  na tion . . .the A m erican  
F edera tion  o f L a b o r refuses to  
accept the idea o f ch ron ic o r 
pe rm anent unem ploym ent. . . .

long fe lt  th a t the sho rte r w ork  
week w ith o u t decreases in pay 
provides a pos itive  and p ro 
gressive offset to the n a tu ra l. 
d isplacem ent of w o rke rs  by the 
in tro d u c tio n  o f labor-saving 
m ach inery.”

H ow  is th is  m ost necessary 
step to be obta ined? A ction , 
s trikes , dem onstra tions? Take i t  
easy, b ro th e r! T h is  is the  Exec
u tiv e  Council o f the A m erican 
F edera tion  o f Labor. “ The A F L  

w il l  con tinue to press fo r  the 
five-day week and the, s ix  hour 
day.”  A nd  th a t ’s  tha t.

F o u r days la te r, appa ren tly  
s lo w ly  recovering  fro m  the shock 
o f th is  rad ica l declaration , ten 
leaders, led by Hutcheson and 
W oh l un lim bered 5,000 solid 
words o f Republican in d ig na tion  
on the New  Deal. The sta tem ent 
bears the s ta r t lin g  t i t le :  “ A  C all 
fo r  U n ited  A c tio n .”

There has been too m uch “ t in 
k e r in g ”  w ith  business. P ub lic  
confidence has been destroyed. 
The poor banks have been forced 
to  finance the governm ent. T h is  
un res tric ted  “ expe rim en ta tion ”  
has provoked s tr ikes  and labo r 
s tr ife . Taxes are much, m uch too 
h igh— in  fa c t the su ffe ring  S ix ty  
F am ilies  are being bled to  death. 
Too m any g —  — m  radica ls, too 
m uch “ in n o va tin g ."

0.n the question o f w a r, the 
Council was un ited. “ The US 
(m ust) m a in ta in  s tr ic t  n e u tra lity  
and keep o u t o f European w ars .”  
N o t a w ord, however, about 
Roosevelt’s h u rried  moves to 
w ards US e n try  into, the w ar, no t 
a word about tu rn in g  the US in to  
an A llie d  arsenal, no t a word 
about the A m erican  zones of 
con tinen ta l influence, n o t a w ord  
about the huge arm am ents p ro 
gram s, no t a w o rd  abou t the M - 
D ay plans to  s trang le  the  labo r 
unions.

B u t there  was “ condem nation

o f S ov ie t-N az i im p e ria lism ”  —  
in  line  w ith  the ideolog ica l p rep
ara tions fo r  in te rve n tio n  on the 
side o f the A llie s . There was an 
e xh o rta tio n  to  the governm ent 
to  extend a loan to  F in lan d  to 
purchase arm s and w a r m a te r i
als in  th is  coun try . Green and 
Co. jo in  w ith  both fee t in  the 
an ti-S ov ie t crusade.

A  touch o f progressiv ism  was 
added to  the de libera tions by  the 
s tro n g  onslaugh t on T hurm an  
A rno ld , who was condemned in  
b it te r  te rm s fo r  invad ing  the in 
dependence o f the trade  union 
m ovem ent. Nevertheless, the 
s ta tem ent shied aw ay fro m  plac
in g  blam e where i t  p ro pe rly  be
longs —  F ra n k lin  Delano Roose
ve lt, in it ia to r  and in s tig a to r o f 
the “ a n ti - t ru s t”  prosecutions 
aga inst the unions.

T h a t ’s the s to ry  o f another 
A F L  executive council m eeting. 
The one p o te n tia lly  progressive 
ac t th a t took place was the f ig h t 
between Dan Tob in  and the a rch 
rea c tion a ry  Hutcheson. A l l  the 
newspapers re p o rt is th a t  Tobin 
challenged Hutcheson’s r ig h t  to 
the No. 1 seat on the  council, and 
th a t i t  ne a rly  came to  a  f is t  figh t. 
U ndoubtedly, however, o th e r is
sues are involved, w h ich  m ay 
become pub lic  a t ne x t week’s 
m eeting  o f the executive board o f 
the in te rn a tio n a l B rithe rho od  o f 
Team sters. Tobin is reported 
th re a te n in g  to  take the team sters 
ou t o f the A F L . T h a t step, con
s idering  the enorm ous power o f 
the team sters, m ig h t under cer
ta in  conditions w e igh  the  scales 
decis ive ly in  fa v o r o f the CIO. I t ’s 
a p ity  th a t Hutcheson and Tobin 
d idn ’ t  a c tu a lly  come to  blows, as 
Hutcheson did w ith  Lew is  a t the 
San F rancisco convention over 
the C IO  issue.

dent Roosevelt to  pardon a ll the 
convicted s tr ike rs . I t  is  believed 
th a t the C entra l Labo r U n ion 's  
W P A  Defense C om m ittee  is also 
pressing along th is  line.

Some labo r leaders estim ated 
th a t P resident Roosevelt would 
seize the o p p o rtu n ity  w ith  both 
hands, in  the hope such a gesture 
would enable h im  to represent 
h im se lf as the genia l fr ie n d  o f 
the unemployed. N ew  Dealers in 
the un ion m ovem ent are bank ing  
on the P resident com ing- th rou gh  
w ith  a pardon, be liev ing  th a t 
such an executive a c t w i l l  a rm  
them  w ith  an a rgum en t to  p ro 
te c t Roosevelt aga ins t the b it te r  
c ritic ism s  o f the thousands o f un 
ion is ts  and unem ployed and w i l l  
aid them  in  th e ir  d rive  to  m erge 
the F a rm e r La bo r P a r ty  w ith  the 
D em ocra tic  P a rty .

Men S ta r t  S erv ing  Term s 
F ifte e n  o f the men s tr ik e rs  

sentenced la s t S a tu rday  were 
taken  fro m  M inneapo lis T h u rs 
day m orn ing  to  Sandstone where 
the y  w i l l  serve periods o f fro m  
90 days to e ig h t m onths. Ralph 
Core and Charles Connors, wno 
received lig h te r  sentences, rem ain 
here to serve th e ir  tim e  in  local 
penal in s titu tion s .

Tuesday in W ash ing ton the 
Senate approp ria tions  sub-com - 
m itteee held a hearing  on con
firm a tio n  o f G lotzbach and S tol- 
te, the tw o  s tr ik e -b re a k in g  W P A  
offic ia ls  prom oted by  P resident 
Roosevelt fo llo w in g  the WPA. 
s tr ik e  o f la s t Ju ly . Roosevelt p ro 
moted the p a ir  a f te r  they had 
aided in  crush ing  the s tr ik e  hers. 
A t  th a t tim e, F a rm e r-L a b o r Sen
a to r E rn e s t Lundeen, ac tin g  a t 
the  behest o f the  M inneapo lis  
C entra l Labo r Union, was able to  
b lock con firm a tio n  o f the p rom o
tions in  the U n ite d  S tates Sen
ate.

E a r ly  in  Jan ua ry  the P resident 
again sent th e ir  names to  the 
Senate. The line-up on the G lotz- 
bach-S to lte  case is q u ite  reveal
ing. G overnor Stassen, D em ocra t
ic Congressman Ryan, Colonel 
H a rr in g to n  and S enator Ship- 
stead, renegade F a rm er-L ab o rite , 
are a ll s id ing  w ith  Roosevelt ag
a ins t the M inneapo lis union 
m ovem ent and Senator Lundeen 

Robley C ram er, e d ito r o f the 
M inneapo lis Labo r Review, Cen
t ra l La bo r U n ion  organ, appeared 
before the Senate sub-com m ittee 
T ie sd a y  to  de live r the C entra l 
Labo r U n ion 's  pro test aga ins t the 
two.

G overnor D a ro ld  Stassen had 
w r itte n  to  W ash ing ton  cha rg ing  
th a t  "unsound le f t  w in g  labo r 
leaders w ho were back o f the 
W P A  s tr ik e  are behind the pres
ent < pposition  to  G lotzbach.”  

“ Fo llow ed P resident’s O rders”  
Colonel H a rr in g to n , in  atinoun-i 

c ing  his suppo rt o f G lotzbach, 
said the m an o n ly  ca rried  ou t 
the in s tru c tio n s  o f h im se lf and 
P resident Roosevelt in  keeping 
the  W P A  pro jects  open w ith  the 
aid o f the  police.

D em ocra tic  Representative Ry- 
art repeated Republican Stassen’s 
charge th a t  G lotzbach’s nom ina
t io n  was being held up in  the in 
terests o f “ la b o r a g ita to rs  and 
rad ica ls  in  M inneapo lis in  o rder 
to  b r in g  th e ir  p o lit ic a l w i l l  to  
bear on the p o lit ic s  and personnel 
o f W P A  in  M innesota. . . .G lotz
bach on ly  stood by P resident Ro
osevelt’s p o licy  th a t W P A  w o rk 
ers can’t  s tr ik e  aga ins t the gov
ernm ent.’ ”

S enator Shipstead, to  whom  the 
W P A  Defense Com m ittee had 
m ailed a copy o f G lotzbach’s 
s tr ik e -b re a k in g  record u rg in g  the 
senator to oppose his appo in t
m ent, had the g a ll to  say: “ I  
have heard o f no com p la in t 
aga inst G lotzbach. I  th in k  his 
nom ina tion  should be confirm ed.”

The senate sub-com m ittee 
waved aside the ob jections o f o r 
ganized la bo r and confirm ed the 
tw o  appo intm ents. However, F a r
m er-L ab o r Senator Lundeen has 
announced he w i l l  take  the floo r 
in the senate nex t week to  op
pose the com m ittee ’s report.

A  Good Lesson
N ew  Deal fo llow e rs  in  the la 

bor m ovem ent find  themselves in 
a h o rr ib ly  em barrassing pos ition  
in  the case o f G lotzbach-S to lte .

N ow  th is  fa lse p o licy  and es ti
m ate has led them  to  the  end o f 
the road, where the y  find  G lo tz 
bach and S to lte  s t i l l  supported by 
P resident Roosevelt, Colonel H a r
rin g ton , Congressman Ryan, and 
G overnor Stassen. The s itu a tio n  
m ay be a b it  am using, to  those 
who a lw ays understood Roose
v e lt ’s tru e  role in  in it ia t in g  and 
sup po rting  the a tta cks  on the un
employed. B u t m ore im p o rta n t, 
the s itu a tio n  provides another 
a ir - t ig h t  a rg um e n t fo r  labo r to 
ru th le ss ly  re jec t bo th  o ld  boss 
pa rties  and s tr ik e  o u t on the 
road o f an independent labo r 
p a rty .

Red Sundays are a sure -fire  
propos ition  fo r  increas ing sales 
o f the  S oc ia lis t Appeal. T h is  isn ’ t  
a g ita tio n  —  its  the gospel tru th . 
Boston proved i t  to  the h ilt .  Since 
th e y  s ta rted  on Red Sundays, 
th e y ’ve increased th e ir  bundle o r
der by 100 copies per issue.

W h y  can’t  every branch fo llo w  
the exam ple o f Boston ? N o t a 
reason except th a t the re  is  too 
m uch o f th a t social dem ocratic 
disease, —  “ it-c a n ’t-be-done-itis .”  
T h a t ’s w h a t we th in k  when a 
branch asks us to  cu t its  bundle 
o rder because the w eathe r is too 
cold. W h a t an a lib i! W ould you 
say th a t to  a g roup  o f s t r ik in g  
w o rke rs  as y o u r a lib i fo r  no t 
show ing up on the p ic k e t line?  
N o t i f  you had an ounce o f rebel 
blood in  y o u r veins!

Can y o u r a tt itu d e  to  the A p 
peal be any d iffe re n t than  you r 
a tt itu d e  to  s tr ik in g  w o rke rs  ? 
Y ou answer th a t question fo r  
you rse lf. I f  the  branches th a t 
have c u t th e ir  bundles th in k  i t  
should be d iffe ren t, send us you r 
reasons and w e 'll p r in t  i t  in  big 
bold le tte rs .

There are a  thousand w ays to 
sell the A ppea l i f  it 's  too cold to  
sell i t  on s tree t corners. Here 
are the contents o f an a ttra c tiv e  
lea fle t issued by the N .Y . Low er 
E as t Side B ranch  to  the “ L a un 
d ry  W orke rs  o f the E a s t Side” :

“ T h is  is a free in tro d u c to ry  
copy o f the  Socia lis t Appeal, 
a w o rk in g  class newspaper.

“ In  i t  you w il l  find  the  s to ry  
behind the headlines— the news 
th a t the  boss press doesn’t  
dare to g ive— the news th a t ’s 
‘no t f i t  to  p r in t ’.

“ T h is  week i t  conta ins a 
s to ry  on the la u n d ry  in d u s try  
w h ich  w ill be o f in te res t to  you.

“ E v e r jr week i t  conta ins 
s tories d irec t fro m  the p icke t 
lines and the fie lds o f la b o r’s 
s trugg les. I t  exposes the  d rive  
o f A m e rica ’s W a ll S tree t m as
te rs  to  ta ke  us in to  the  Sec
ond W orld  W ar.

“ Read abou t labo r’s f ig h t fo r  
b e tte r conditions, p o lit ic a l 
r ig h ts  and aga inst w a r every 
week in  the  S oc ia lis t Appeal.

“ Send us news o f y o u r shop 
and yo u r un ion— y o u r g r ie v 
ances and y o u r v ic to ries . W e 
w i l l  p r in t  it .

“ O ur salesmen w il l  be in  
fro n t  o f y o u r shop every Tues
day and F rid a y . Read th e  So
c ia lis t A ppea l— five  cents a 
copy.”

W h y  should there  be any drop 
in  c irc u la tio n  w hen the re  are 
thousands and thousands o f 
shops and fac to rie s  th rou gh ou t 
the  c o u n try  w h ich  have never 
seen a S oc ia lis t A ppea l?  W hy?

*  *  *

W e’ve received the  fo llo w in g  
le tte r  fro m  a sh ip ’s delegate, 
fro m  a ship in  the  g u lf :

“ Enclosed find  m.o. o f $1.00 
fo r  a s ix -m o n th  subscrip tion  to  
the  S oc ia lis t Appea l. W e sub
scribe to  a  good num ber o f 
w o rk in g  class papers and a t 
our la s t ship m eeting  you r pa
per was added to  ou r l is t  upon 
a recom m endation fro m  C.W. 
a t San F rancisco who s tated i t  
was ‘ the fo rem ost w o rk in g  
class paper in  the  c o u n try ’ . 
W ell, we m ay no t agree w ith  
h im  b u t we a re  a lw ays w ill in g  
to  hear, read o th e r w o rke rs ’ 
a rgum ents .”

W e’re sure th a t the  A ppea l w ill 
live  up to  the recom m endation of 
the San F rancisco w o rke r. A nd  
we’l l  be g lad  to  p r in t  any c r i t i 
cism s o r com m ents o u r seamen 
fr ien ds  m ay  have on the paper. 
M eanw hile, how  about ou r com 
rades, frien ds  and sym path ize rs 
w ho are sa ilin g  the seas, fo llo w 
in g  the exam ple o f the sh ip ’s de l
egate on the  G u lf?  M ake th is  
you r m o tto : A n  A ppea l subscrip 
t io n  on every sh ip !

*  *  *

W e don’t  lik e  to  p r in t  th is  rec
ord. B u t i t ’s true . The on ly  w ay 
we can change the  copy is by 
you chang ing the fac ts . Appeal 
subs fo r  the la s t tw o  weeks:

Los Angeles ........................  2
P h ilade lph ia  ........................  2
San Francisco ....................  1
Chicago .................................  3
Boston . . . : ........................... 3
Kansas ................................. .' 1
W ash ing ton, D .C ...................  1
N ew  Y o rk  C ity  .................. 5
A k ro n  ...................................... 1
St. Lou is  ...............................  1
Y oungstow n ........................  1
Toledo ...................................  2
B erke ley ............................... 1

T o ta l .................................... 24

Action Needed to W in 30-Hr. 
Week at General Motors

(C o n tin ued  f ro m  P age 1)
w ill come fro m  locals o f the 
U A W .

S trikes  o f a m a jo r cha racte r 
have been n a rro w ly  averted in  
every F l in t  p lan t, several tim es 
d u rin g  the la s t fe w  m onths. The 
corpora tion  has been forced to 
recognize the C IO  C om m ittee
men as ba rg a in in g  agents and 
representatives o f the  men, by 
loca l m ilita n cy .

Should the seething d iscontent 
o f the ranks m anage to  break 
th rou gh  a t some po in t, in  some 
im p o rta n t GM p lan t . . . the  days

o f the S it-D ow n  wave w i l l  spread 
th ro u g h  the ranks . . . and a new 
day o f g ro w th  w i l l  dawn fo r  the 
o rg an iza tio n  o f the  au to  w orkers.

M ilita n ts ! D on ’t  w a it  fo r  the 
N L R B  to  hand you a w orth less 
piece o f paper. Once you w in  the 
N L R B  elections, the C IO  w ill 
have to  s ta r t  a t the  beg inn ing 
again, to force the com pany to 
sign a new agreem ent w ith  some 
teeth in  i t !  Demand ac tio n  now! 
D on’t  w a it  fo r  the s lack season!

The whole C IO  m ovem ent 
aw a its  the action o f the auto 
w orkers. F IG H T  N O W  fo r  the 30

o f 1937 w i l l  be re lived ! the S p ir it  | hour week a t 40 hours pay!

WORKERS JAILED 
AT JAMAICA 
RELIEF BUREAU

(C ontinued fro m  Page 1)
o ff to  the  Jam aica S ta tio n  House 
where the y  were booked.

W on’ t  Feed C h ild ren
B runo  and his w ife , Ange lina , 

are the  paren ts o f s ix  children. 
They applied fo r  re lie f a t the be
g in n in g  o f Jan ua ry  and have been 
g iven a run -a round  by  the B u r
eau ever since.

The Bureau refused to  consider 
the case, unless the  B runos sold 
an old  1930 C hevro le t ca r they 
bought several years ago second 
hand.

M rs. B runo did  as she was o rd 
ered, g e ttin g  $12 fo r  the car. 
N ow  the B runos and th e ir  ch ild 
ren are s t i l l  denied any re lie fjand  
faced w ith  an im m edia te  ev ic tion  
notice.

O thers A rres ted
A lso arrested was R ichard  

H icks  o f 106-28 U n ion H ill|S tre e t, 
a life - lo n g  res ident o f Jam aica. 
H icks  is 63 years old, abso lu te ly  
de s titu te  and applied fo r  re lie f 
tw o  m onths ago. He is s t i l l  being 
refused re lie f w h ile  the Bureau 
a tte m p ts  to  force h im  to  liv e  on 
his re la tives.

A lso  arrested was Guiseppe 
Pace, a s ick  and penniless 64 year 
old shoemaker. Pace, a sk illed  
w o rke r, used to  m ake shoes fo r  
the  rich , costing  $25-30 a pa ir. 
N ow  he canno t g e t any w o rk , the 
rich , th ro u g h  th e ir  agents in  the 
Bureau, deny h im  even m oney fo r

food o r  medicine.
A lso arrested was M assim o D i 

Bernardo, 49 years old, o f 117-58 
140th S treet, Jam aica. He is un
employed, and has to suppo rt 
h im self, w ife  and fou rteen c h ild 
ren. Tw o o f his o lde r ch ild ren  
w o rk , the reby  p ro v id in g  fo r  the 
fa m ily  income $16 a  week be
tween them . The Bureau is a t
te m p tin g  to  m fike th is  fa m ily  o f 
s ixteen hum an beings, live, pay 
th e ir  ren t, eat, and buy c lo th in g  
upon the  p i t i fu l  sum b ro u g h t in  
b y  the  tw o  youngsters.

S upport fo r  these w o rke rs  and 
leadersh ip  in  th e ir  s tru g g le  fo r  
re lie f was g iven  by the Unem 
ployed and R e lie f w orkers| League 
151-06 B eaver Road, Jam aica.

I A rres ted  a t the  Bureau in  sym 
p a th y  w ith  the dem onstra to rs 
were D av id  Cowles, O rgan izer o f 
the  League, H a rry  H a rrison , 
C ha irm an o f the Grievance Com
m ittee , G abrie l S trouthos, A lfre d  
Lynn , G ustave Galanos, C hris  
Andrew s, and A nna Key.

“ D iso rde rly  C onduct”  Charge

In  the B ro o k ly n  N ig h t court, 
M ag is tra te ! M a tth e w  T ro y  de
nounced th re a te n in g ly  “ subvers
ive  e lem ents”  and “ organized 
mobs”  b u t was persuaded to  re 
lease a ll defendants in  custody o f 
th e ir  law yer. They w i l l  be tr ie d  in  
Queens C o u rt T hu rsd ay  m orn ing  
fo r  “ d iso rd e rly  conduct” .

The Long  Is lan d  D a ily  Press 
lied  about the  defendants in  its  
account o f the s to ry . I t  a tte m p t
ed to  cover up the  b ru ta li ty  o f 
the tre a tm e n t g iven these w o rk 
ers by re p o rtin g  th a t the y  were 
seeking a “ la rg e r re lie f a llow 
ance” . The b it te r  t r u th  is th a t the 
R e lie f Bureau has denied to  a ll 
these un fo rtuna tes  an y  re lie f 
whatsoever.

By GEORGE C LA R K E
The Executive Council o f the American Federation o f La

bor has finished its grave deliberations under the warm F lor
ida sun. I t  labored and labored and produced —  a mouse that 
even the rodent family would be ashamed to claim its own.

W ith  good whiskey and mellow cigars plentiful, the pun- 
jabs o f America’s craft unions leaned back in their plushy 
liotel chairs and pondered the state of the nation. They found

W e believe th a t a democracy 
owes a  basic ob lig a tio n  to  its  
c itizens  to  provide them  w ith  
o p p o rtu n ity  to  w o rk  and 
achieve a progressive ly h igher 
s tandard  o f liv in g . . . The A F L  
ca lls  upon bo th  p o lit ic a l pa rties  ‘ 
to  incorpora te  in  th e ir  p la t- 
fo rm s  th is  year a  constructive  
p rogram  fo r  the e lim in a tio n  of 
widespread unem ploym ent.”

A nd w h a t is th is  cons truc tive  ( 
program  ? “ . . . find  ou t the  fac ts  
ind  face them  courageously. . . 
A scerta in  ju s t  how m any men 
in d  women w illin g  and able to  ] 
ivo rk are unemployed th rou gh  no 
fa u lt o f th e ir  own. . . F in d  out 
the e x te n t o f unem ploym ent 
among ou r you th  and among 
m iddle aged w orkers .”  In  sho rt: 
take a census. The governm ent 
should easily com ply w ith  th is  
demand as th is  is census year. 
C u t a no tch  in  the C ouncil’s belt. 
The v ic to ry  is a lready won.

B u t w h a t then ? “ . . . provide 
jobs fo r the unem ployed in  p r i 
vate in d u s try .”  Noble though t. 
B u t how. when in  the words o f 
the Council ", . . .there are not 
enough jobs to  go around” ?

“ W e demand,”  the E xecu tive  
Council w hispers m eek ly  a fte r  
Tom  Dewey and Senator Vanden- 
berg, th a t those in  a u th o r ity  take  

w hateve r steps m ay be neces
sary' to  restore business con
fidence. W e urge th a t  a ll gov
e rnm ent ‘actions th a t tend to  
discourage business expansion 
cease . .

Yes, yes, we heard th a t before. 
The Republican N a tio n a l Com
m ittee , the N a tio n a l M a n u fa c tu r
ers Ass’n, the A m erican  Cham
ber o f Commerce has been d in 
n ing  th a t tune in  ou r ears fo r  a 
decade. B u t w h a t about the un
employed, the jobs, the id le  fa c 
to rie s?  “ . . . we urge Congress to  

create a na tiona l adv iso ry  
council on unem ploym ent w h ich  
would have representatives o f 
governm ent, business, labo r 
and consumers. Such a coun
c il could b r in g  about u n ity  o f 
purpose and u n ity  o f ac tion  on 
a con s tru c tive  p rog ram .”

B u t suppose the m em bers o f 
the council cou ldn ’t  agree am ong 
themselves? Suppose labo r is 
voted down by "business”  and 
“ governm ent” ? Suppose labo r 
doesn’t  lik e  the p ro g ra m ?  Sup
pose there is a lo t  o f speeches 
and no p ro g ra m ?  A h , w e ll! A  
fine e ffo r t b u t perhaps the  tim es 
are n o t auspicious fo r  “ u n ity  o f 
ac tio n ”  and “ u n ity  o f purpose.”  

F atience! There is  som eth ing 
positive. “ O rganized labo r has
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The U n ited  M ine W orke rs  condemned the 
Scottsboro fram e-u p  as an a tta c k  aga inst the 
en tire  N egro  race and recommended sup po rt o f 
federa l a n ti- lyn ch in g  le g is la tio n  to  pave the w ay 
fo r  ex tend ing the benefits o f dem ocracy to  N egro  
w orkers.

The U n ited  M ine W orke rs  have had i f  no t a 
pe rfect— we live  in  a c a p ita lis t w o rld — a long and 
honorable h is to ry  in  its  dealings w ith  Negroes. 
B o th  w h ite  and b lack  w o rke rs  need to  s tud y  its  
h is to ry  closely. Jus t a fte r  the fa ilu re  o f the  1919 
s tr ik e  the m iners in  the n o rth e rn  fie lds o f W est 
V irg in ia , m ak ing  a d rive  fo r  un ion iza tion , recog
nized th a t  th e ir  on ly  hope was the success o f th e ir  
b ro thers  in  the southern p a r t  o f the state, who 
were then under heavy a tta c k  by the coal-owners. 
They fo rm ed  an arm ed group o f 8000 men, o f 
whom  200 were Negroes, and m arched upon the 
southern counties. The federal governm ent in te r 
fered and stopped the m arch. B u t the u n ity  in  
action, as a class, o f these b lack  and w h ite  w o rk 
ers is com parable to  the trem endous class so li
d a r ity  d isplayed by the  b lack and w h ite  w o rke rs  
in  the Chicago race r io ts  o f 1919. There were 
lynch ings  and race r io ts  in  1919. B u t in  th a t per
iod o f labo r upheaval the m il ita n t  w o rke rs  o f 
bo th  races were g e ttin g  closer together, fo re 
shadow ing the mass m oovem ent in to  the CIO, th e 
g rea tes t step fo rw a rd  the  Negroes have made in  
th is  cou n try  since the  a b o lition  o f s la ve ry  three- 
qua rte rs  o f a c e n tu ry  ago.

Negroes Early Played a Role
The U M W , fro m  its  beg inn ing in  1890, encour

aged Negroes to  jo in . In  no rth e rn  W est V irg in ia , 
Ohio, and w este rn  Pennsylvania, N egro m iners 
held offices such as pres ident and secre tary, 
a lthough  g re a tly  outnum bered by w h ites. O ften  
the s o lita ry  N egro  m em ber o f a loca l was p res i
dent o r secretary, th is  because he could speak and 
w r ite  E ng lish  a t a tim e  when m any o f the fo re ign  
born could not.

In  1900, in  the F la t  Top Coal F ields, the re  were 
abou t 18,000 m iners. 9000 w h ite  and 9000 b lack, a ll 
m embers o f the union. In  1920 there  were 25,000 
Negro m embers o f the U M W , though by  1927 the 
num ber had dropped to  5000. W hen Lew is  began 
the d rive  fo r  the CIO, the tra d itio n s  and expe ri
ence o f the  U M W  in  the N egro  fie ld  were power
fu l fac to rs  in  he lp ing  to  b r in g  the Negroes in. T o
day i t  is estim ated th a t the re  are 80,000 Negroes 
in  the U M W . In  1937 George S chuyle r o f the 
P itts b u rg h  C ourie r w ro te  th a t  in  Local 12068 o f 
the U n ited  M ine W orke rs  there were o n ly  fo u r 
o r  five  Negroes o u t o f 68 m embers and ye t a ll the 
officers were colored.

A fte r  a yea r and a h a lf o f w o rk  in  the A la 
bam a fie lds 23,000 m iners were organized, about 
14,000 o f them  Negroes. W h ites  and Negroes m et 
in  m ixed m eetings. O fficers and com m ittees were 
chosen equa lly  fro m  both races. The w h ite  usu a lly  
had the m ore im p o rta n t places b u t th is  was due to  
the influence o f the social system  in  the South. I t  
w ou ld  be easy to  show th a t  a ll has n o t been per
fe c t in  the re la tions  between the races in  the 
union. B u t one old N egro  m iner, a m in e r fo r  33 
years, a un ion m em ber fo r  25 and secre ta ry  o f 
Local 2950, has said th a t “ The U n ited  M ine W o rk 
ers o f A m erica  has done m ore to  remove ha tred 
and pre jud ice  in  the la bo r m ovem ent and to  
restore ha rm ony and good w i l l  between m an and 
m an than any o ther agency in  the cou n try .”

A t  the Colum bus convention there were s ix  o ffi
c ia l bands, one o f w h ich  was the Logan C oun ty  
Band, composed o f N egro h ig h  school boys and 
g ir ls  fro m  Logan County, W est V irg in ia . Lew is, 
pu rsu ing  his p o lit ic a l m aneuvers w ith  Senator 
W heeler, included the band am ong those who 
w e n t to  m eet the Senator a t the ra ilw a y  s ta tio n  
and accompanied h im  to  his hotel. Lew is s tated 
th a t he specia lly  wanted to honor the band, each 
m em ber o f w h ich  was a son o r a daughte r o f a 
m em ber o f the U M W . T h e ir  expenses had been 
pa id by the local unions in  Logan County.

A t  the convention an im p o rta n t speech was 
made by W ill ia m  D ickerson, o f B a rk ly , W est V ir 
g in ia . He asked fo r  suppo rt to  the passage o f a 
Federa l M ine Inspection  b il l to  p reven t such dis
asters as took place in  B a rk le y  on Janua ry  10, 
when 91 men were lost, 16 o f them  Negroes. 
D ickerson was a m em ber o f the  rescue squad. 
D ickerson is a young m an o f 25, g raduate  o f 
W est V irg in ia  S tate College. He stud ied business 
a d m in is tra tio n  b u t was unable to  find  any open
ing. He w en t to  w o rk  in  the mines, iden tified  h im 
self w ith  the w o rk in g  class and was soon elected 
reco rd ing  secre ta ry  o f Local 6420. In  th is  lodge 
the re  are 480 members, o f whom  25 o n ly  are 
Negroes

Why There's Unity in West. Va.
N ow  w h a t is the un d e rly in g  cause o f a ll th is?  

N o th in g  less tha n  the geographica l construc tion  
o f W est V irg in ia . Yes, the geograph ica l construc
tion  o f W est V irg in ia . Before the  C iv il W a r the 
sta tes o f V irg in ia  and W est V irg in ia  were one. 
E aste rn  V irg in ia  consisted o f the r ic h  f la t  plains, 
on w h ich  flourished the co tton  p la n ta tio n  system. 
In  the W est, the  h igh lands, the  popu la tion  con
sisted o f sm a ll fa rm ers  w ho had no slaves and 
were oppressed by the r ic h  Bourbons o f the low 
lands.

In  1861 the slave owners n a tu ra lly  w en t w ith  
the South. The fa rm ers  o f W est V irg in ia  saw 
th e ir  chance, refused to  go w ith  them, organized 
a separate sta te , and fo u g h t w ith  the N o rth . 
W h ite  men a ll, the y  took  sides no t accord ing to  
race b u t on account o f th e ir  economic in te rests 
and the social and p o lit ic a l ideas w h ich  flowed 
fro m  them . Since th a t  tim e  the tw o  states have 
had a s tea d ily  d ive rg en t h is to ry  in  rega rd  to  
th e ir  a tt itu d e  to  Negroes. The ha rd  life , the 
equa liz ing conditions o f la bo r in  the mines, have 
fo rged  a u n ity , one o f the m ost po w e rfu l in  the 
never-ceasing b a ttle  aga inst race pre jud ice  in  
A m erica .

W hen the f ig h t  fo r  the C IO  came, the U M W  
took the  lead and has accomplished w o rk  o f o u t
s tand ing  im portance in  the h is to ry  o f la b o r and 
o f N egro  labo r in  p a rtic u la r. T h e ir  suppo rt o f the  
a n ti- ly n c h in g  b il l is  a g re a t gesture o f s o lid a rity  
to  the  N egro  people. B u t i t  is  m ore than  th a t. 
I t  shows us th a t, a long w ith  ou r f ig h t fo r  the 
b il l in  Congress we m ust never lose s ig h t o f ou r 
m ain  aim , the crea tion  o f such conditions as 
would enable w h ites  and Negroes to  w o rk  to 
ge ther in  cond itions fro m  w h ich  w i l l  f lo w  social 
and p o lit ic a l equa lity . Those conditions are w h a t 
we ca ll the soc ia lis t society.

ON THE WAR IN  FINLAND

Why We Should Defend the Soviet Union
B y  A L B E R T  G O LD M A N  

I I
Since its  b ir th  ou r p a r ty  has 

stood fo r  the uncond itiona l de
fense o f the Soviet U n ion aga inst 
the c a p ita lis t w o rld . A nd  fo r  
m any years before the existence 
o f the S oc ia lis t W o rke rs ’ P a rty , 
the T ro ts k y is ts  considered th a t 
idea as abso lu te ly  essentia l to 
th e ir  p rogram .

O ur po licy  o f uncond itiona l de
fense is based on the fa c t th a t 
na tiona lized p ro p e rty  constitu tes 
the fou nda tion  o f the Soviet 
s ta te  and fo r  us nationalized 
p ro p e rty  is a trem endous step 
fo rw a rd  in  the developm ent o f 
m ankind. M a rx is ts  considered the 
developm ent o f the p roductive  
forces as the basic c r ite r io n  of 
progress. T h a t the de s tru c tion  o f 
cap ita lism  in  its  period o f decay 
and the s u b s titu tio n  o f na tio n a l
ized in d u s try  pe rm its  the produc
tiv e  forces to  develop a t a re 
m arkab le  ra te  has been proved 
by the g re a t in d u s tr ia l g ro w th  
th a t has taken  place in  the  Sovi
e t U n ion, and th is  in  sp ite  o f the 
S ta lin is t leadership. The uncon
d itio n a l defense o f the Soviet 
U n ion  means the unconditiona l 
defense o f na tionalized p ro pe rty  
aga inst the c a p ita lis t w o rld . 
D IS T IN C T IO N  B E T W E E N  
S T A L IN  A N D  U.S.S.K.

T hrough  a ll the years th a t we 
have been in s is tin g  on the neces
s ity  o f defending the Soviet 
U n ion  un con d itio na lly  aga inst 
im peria lism  we have been the 
m ost consis ten t and im placable 
opponents o f the S ta lin is t re 
gim e, fro m  the revo lu tiona ry  
p o in t o f view. E v e ry  im p o rta n t 
p o licy  pursued by S ta lin  we a t
tacked; b u t we never swerved 
fro m  ou r p o licy  o f unconditiona l 
defense o f the  S ov ie t U n ion. 
Some people th o u g h t we were in 
consistent; b u t they fa ile d  to  un
derstand th a t  we m ake a funda
m en ta l d is tin c tio n  between the 
S ta lin is t bureaucracy and the 
Soviet U n ion  as a “ com plex o f 
social in s titu t io n s ”  based upon 
the O ctober Revolu tion . Jus t as 
a re v o lu tio n a ry  w o rk e r makes a 
d is tin c tio n  between his trade 
un ion and its  rea c tion a ry  leader
ship.

U ncond itiona l defense has nev
er m eant and could no t possib ly 
have m eant th a t we suppo rt the 
Red A rm y  in  every engagem ent 
in to  w h ich  S ta lin  sees f i t  to  lead 
it .  I f  th a t a rm y  were to  be used 
aga inst w o rkers  in  the Soviet 
U n ion  who were s tr ik in g  fo r  be t
te r  conditions o r s tru g g lin g  to  
ove rth ro w  the bureaucracy, we 
w ould  n a tu ra lly  do ou r u tm ost 
to  dem ora lize and de feat the a r
m y.

I f  the Red A rm y  were to  be 
used aga ins t the U k ra in ia n  w o rk 
ers a tte m p tin g  to estab lish an 
independent S oviet U k ra ine , we 
w ould  f ig h t  aga ins t th a t Red A r 
my.

W hen p a r t  o f th a t  Red A rm y , 
the G.P.U., was used in  Spain to  
suppress the Spanish re vo lu tion 
ists, we were in  fa v o r o f ex te r
m in a tin g  th a t section o f the  Red 
A rm y .

I t  is on ly  when the Red A rm y  
is f ig h t in g  a c a p ita lis t enemy and 
thus p ro te c tin g  the  S oviet U n ion  
fro m  th a t enemy th a t  we fa v o r 
and w o rk  fo r  the v ic to ry  o f the 
Red A rm y . U ncond itiona l defense 
aga ins t im p e ria lism  means ex
a c tly  w h a t i t  says: Whenever and 
w herever the  Soviet U n ion  is in 
volved in  any s trugg le  aga inst a 
c a p ita lis t enemy we are fo r  the 
defense o f the  Soviet U n ion, re
gardless o f the causes o r  c ircu m 
stances th a t led to  the w a r. 
B U R E A U C R A C Y  A N D  
N A T IO N A L IZ E D  PR O P E R TY  

Is  the S ta lin is t bureaucracy in 
terested in  defending na tio n a l
ized p ro p e rty  ? I t  is a bureau
cracy o f the degenerated w o rk 
ers’ s tate based on nationalized 
p rope rty , and the in te res ts  of 
th a t bureaucracy are bound up 
w ith  the nationalized p rope rty , 
w h ich  i t  m ust defend in  o rder to 
preserve its  existence. Green and 
Lew is  are “ labo r lieu tenan ts o f 
c a p ita lism ”  in the ranks  o f la 
bor; b u t they  are com pelled to 
defend the trade  unions aga inst 
the bosses because th e ir  ve ry  ex
istence depends on the existence 
and s tre n g th  o f the trade  unions.

I t  is undoubted ly tru e  th a t 
ne ithe r the S ta lin is t bureaucracy 
n o r the  bureaucracies led by 
Green o r Lew is  defend the in te r
ests o f the w o rke rs  and th e ir  in 
s titu tio n s  e ffec tive ly . T h e ir  po l
ic ies weaken those in s titu tio n s . 
B u t th a t  is  a reason w h y  the 
w o rke rs  should ge t r id  o f them, 
and no t an a rgum en t fo r  re fus
in g  to  defend the  w o rk e rs ’ s ta te  
o r the trade unions.

A  p rinc ip le  th a t o u r p a r ty  has 
ta u g h t and sha ll continue to  
teach is th a t the w o rke rs  m ust 
never tu rn  ove r the task o f re 
m ov ing  the S ta lin is t bureaucracy 
to  the c a p ita lis t enemy. They 
m ust reserve th a t p riv ile g e  and 
d u ty  fo r  themselves because the 
de s tru c tion  o f the  S ta lin is t 
bureaucracy b y  the  c a p ita lis t en
em y can lead to  n o th in g  b u t re 
ac tio n a ry  resu lts.

I the w a r between the Soviet 
I U n ion and F in lan d  in  the lig h t  
o f the general p rinc ip les  m en
tioned above and in  the f ir s t  a r
tic le  o f th is  series, in  o rder to 
a rr iv e  a t a co rre c t conclusion as 
to  the  po licy  w h ich  a class-con
scious w o rk e r should fo llow . In  
o th e r words, i t  is necessary to 
ask i f  the s logan o f uncond itiona l 
defense o f the Soviet U n ion 
aga inst the c a p ita lis t o r  im per
ia lis t  w o rld  is applicab le to  the 
w a r in  F in land.
W H O  W A S  “ AG GRESSO R”  
D O E S N ’T  D E C ID E  Q U E S T IO N  

In  the f irs t  instance i t  is  essen
t ia l to  exclude the fa c to r o f who 
f irs t  a ttacked  whom . The fa c t 
th a t in  1914 G erm any began the 
actua l h o s tilit ie s  by launch ing  an 
a tta c k  on B e lg ium  was a  m a tte r 
o f indifference to  Len in  in  a r r iv 
in g  a t h is conclusion th a t the  w a r 
was an im p e ria lis t w a r and th a t 
i t  was necessary fo r  the  w o rke rs  
in  both im p e ria lis t camps to  fo l
lo w  the po licy o f re vo lu tio n a ry  
defeatism . The fa c t  th a t G er
m any a ttacke d  Poland could no t 
possib ly lead any revo lu tiona ry  
M a rx is t  to  urge the w o rke rs  to  
defend the rea c tion a ry  Polish 
state. F o r M a rx is ts  the charac
te r o f a w a r “ is de term ined no t 
by the in it ia l episode taken by 
its e lf  bu t by the m ain  m oving  
forces o f the w a r, by its  whole 
developm ent and by the conse-

quences to  w h ich  i t  f in a lly  
leads". T h is  is w h a t the thesis 
o f the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l 
states and the s ta tem ent can not 
be challenged successfully. N o t 
the v io la tio n  o f n e u tra lity  or 
th rea ts  o r an invasion by any 
p a r tic u la r  cou n try  bu t the under
ly in g  economic and social fac to rs  
and the probable consequences o f 
the w a r should determ ine our a t 
t itu d e  to  it .

Th is does no t mean th a t we 
condone the invasion o f F in lan d  
by S ta lin . I  sha ll deal w ith  th is  
crim e la te r. B u t in  de te rm in ing  
ou r a tt itu d e  w h ile  the  s trugg le  
is a c tu a lly  go ing on th a t  fa c to r 
is no t the de te rm in ing  fac to r. 
F IN L A N D  A N  O UTPO ST 
O F  IM P E R IA L IS M

Once m ore we rem ind  the  read
er th a t F in land  was born  as a 
re su lt o f a v ic to ry  o f the  coun
te r-re vo lu tio n  led by M annerheim  
and supported f irs t  by the Ger
m an and then by the A llie d  im 
pe ria lis ts . I t  is th is  s ta te  w h ich  
is a t w a r w ith  the  Soviet Union. 
S im pletons o f the S ocia lis t P a r
ty  and lackeys o f the cap ita lis ts  
in  the  Social D em ocra tic  Feder
a tio n  w i l l  p o in t to  the fa c t  th a t 
representatives o f labo r and the 
fa n n e rs  are in  the F inn ish  gov
ernm ent. B u t M a rx is ts  under
stand th a t the rea l ru le rs  o f the  
c o u n try  are the cap ita lis ts  and 
landlords, and these are in e x tr i

cably tied up w ith  the im p e ria lis t 
w orld . F in lan d  is a bu ffe r state, 
an ou tpost o f im peria lism , and 
its  s tru g g le  aga ins t the Soviet 
U n ion is, in  the la s t analysis, a 
s trugg le  o f the im p e ria lis t w o rld  
aga inst the Soviet U nion.

To convince oneself o f th a t 
sim ple fa c t, i t  is  on ly  necessary 
to  consider the reaction  o f the 
c a p ita lis t w o rld  to  the  invasion 
o f F in land . I t  is  ce rta in  th a t  even 
in  G erm any the sym pa th y  o f the 
ru lin g  class is e n tire ly  w ith  F in 
land  b u t th is  sym pa thy  is m uted 
fo r  the present because H it le r  
needs S ta lin ’s support. In  the 
whole c a p ita lis t w o rld , outside of 
Germ any, a ll the "dem ocra ts” , 
in c lud ing  the  Pope, F ranco  and 
M usso lin i, have n o t hesita ted to  
show on whose side th e ir  sym 
pathies lie  and th is  fa c t  alone 
should a lm ost be su ffic ien t by i t 
se lf to  ind ica te  to  a  class-con
scious w o rk e r th a t  he should be 
on the opposite side.

W hen H it le r  invaded A u s tr ia , 
Czecho-SIovakia, Poland, the o th 
er im p e ria lis ts  grum bled a l i t t le  
because a r iv a l o f the irs  had the 
nerve to do th in gs  in  such a h ig h 
handed fash ion. W hen E th io p ia  
was invaded by M usso lin i there 
was also a  tem pest in  a tea pot. 
B u t when S ta lin  invaded F in land  
the reaction was a lto ge th e r d if 
fe ren t. F o r the sim ple reason 
th a t in  a s tru g g le  between the

Soviet U n ion  and any p a r t  o f the 
im p e ria lis t w o rld , im p e ria lism  as 
a whole feels threatened.

The League o f N a tions, dead 
as a dodo under o rd in a ry  c ircunv 
stances, suddenly rev ived and ex' 
pelled the  Soviet U n ion  in  one 
day. The Spanish fa sc is t press, 
echoing the Pope, called fo r  a 
C h ris tia n  a rm y  to  f ig h t  the Sovi
e t Union. The hu m an ita ria n , 
H e rb e rt Hoover, too k  the lead in  
de fend ing the  “ dem ocracy”  o f 
M annerheim . Roosevelt, w ho was 
responsible fo r  the  em bargo 
aga inst L o y a lis t Spain in  its  life  
and death s trugg le  aga inst F ra n 
co, is assum ing the leadership in  
the m ovem ent to  help the F inn ish  
c a p ita lis t a rm y  de feat the Soviet 
Union.

Big Business Backs 
Newark Manager Plan

(C ontinued fro m  Page 1)
words, they w a n t an "e ffic iency 
exp e rt”  who w i l l  save m oney by 
ta k in g  i t  ou t o f the hides o f the 
people, thus m ak ing  sure th a t 
the  ta x  burden o f the r ic h  w il l  be 
lowered.

D id  I t  E lsewhere
They w a n t to  c a rry  ou t the 

same k ind  o f po licy  in  N e w ark  
th a t B ig  Business succeeded in  
c a rry in g  o u t in  a lm ost every o th 
er c ity  where they  ins ta lled  the 
C ity  M anager fo rm . They w a n t to  
p u t in to  e ffec t w h a t they p u t in 
to e ffect in  T renton, Yonkers, 
C inc inna ti, etc.

Inc id e n ta lly , o f aourse, they 
w an t to  be able to  ge t th e ir  share 
o f the patronage, g ra v y  and job 
con tro l in  N e w ark  C ity  H a ll. 
B o th  the re g u la r (H ague-B yrne ) 
D em ocratic  organ iza tion  and the 
Clean G overnm ent Republicans 
(m a jo r ity  in  Essex C oun ty) have 
p ra c tica lly  no influence in  C ity  
H a ll, w h ich  is con tro lled  ch ie fly  
by the M ayo r E llens te in  (inde
pendent D e m ocra t)-P ub lic  W orks 
Com m issioner F ra n k lin  (inde
pendent R epub lican) machines, 
toge ther w ith  F inance D ire c to r 
M u rp hy  (S ta te  S ecre tary o f the 
A F L ) .  Unable in  the  past to  
shake these machines, they hope 
to ge t them  ou t o f the w ay by 
this, maneuver.

the  c ity ’s bonds and refinance 
them  a t a lo w e r in te res t ra te , so 
th a t the bonding houses don’t  get 
so m uch in te re s t! Declare a m or
a to riu m  on debt services th is  
yea r!

2. The assessments on p rope r
ty  a t the present tim e  are aim ed 
a t the sm all businessmen and 
homeowners. T h is  enables the 
rea l estate sharks to  take  over 
th e ir  p rope rty . A t  the  same tim e  
the corpora tions and b ig  busi
nesses g o t th e ir  assessments re 
duced by $100,000,000 in  1937. 
M u rp h y  was w illin g , fo r  exam 
ple, to  com prom ise fo r  a h a lf 
m illio n  do llars, the m illio n  do l
la rs  taxes owed by the N. J. B e ll 
Telephone Co. W e say: Reassess 
the prope rty , ra is in g  the  b ig  bus
iness assessments, lo w e ring  the 
sm all m an’s assessments!

So the Socia lis t W orke rs  P a rty  
declares th a t its  opposition to  the 
referendum  is m eant in  no w ay 
as suppo rt o f the present C ity  
Commission, bu t ra ih e r  is made 
side by side w ith  an unsparing  
c r it ic is m  and a tta c k  on those now 
in  the C ity  H a il.

F o r A  Labor T icke t
There can be g ra f t  and co rru p 

tion  under bo th  fo rm s  o f govern
m ent. There can be h igh  taxes 
and fa v o ritis m  fo r  the rich  under 
both form s. There can be a n ti
labo r leg is la tion , there can be re 
lie f  cuts, there can be lib ra ry  and

C.I.O. LEADER 
AGAIN LASHES 
OUT AT F.D.R.

I t  is on ly  necessary to analyze

E s tim a te  o f Incum bents
The S oc ia lis t W orke rs  P a rty  

has made i t  c lear th ro u g h o u t the 
cam paign th a t its  opposition to 
the  change in  no w ay means sup
p o rt o r defense of the men now 
in  the  saddle in  C ity  H a ll.

The C ity  Commission a t pres
en t is made up o f men who have 
n o t gone as fa r  as B ig  Business 
would lik e  to  see them  go, on ly  
because the y  ca n 't p u t i t  over 
too b lu n tly  w ith o u t los ing  th e ir  
suppo rt am ong the sm all business 
men and w orkers.

B u t, * by themselves, they 
have gone p re tty  fa r . F ra n 
k l in ’s man, M alady, the  over
seer o f the poor, has already 
begun a w idespread slash in  
the  re lie f ro lls  w h ich  m ay go as 
h igh  as 20%. The Commission 
has slashed hosp ita l services 
in  the  las t year, c u t ap p ro p ria 
tions fo r  the  lib ra ry , etc.
M ost im p o rta n t of a ll, they are 

the ones who are responsible fo r  
the h igh  ta x  ra te  w h ich  has en
abled B ig  Business to ge t a 
s trong  fo llo w in g  am ong the 
“ sm all men.”  L a s t year, the So
c ia lis t W orke rs  P a rty  and o ther 
la bo r organ iza tions p u t fo rw a rd  
the on ly  p rogram  to reduce the 
ta x  ra te  in  a w ay th a t,w o u ld n ’t  
h u r t  the "sm a ll m an”  and the 
w o rke r. B u t E lle n s te in -F ra n k lin  
&  Co. refused to  accept it ,  be
cause i t  w ou ld  have m eant a 
rea l f ig h t aga inst the  b ig  bonding 
houses and insurance companies. 
They p re fe rred  to  take  the  easi 
er way, the w a y  th a t  boosted the 
ta x  rate.

SW P T ax P rog ram
The S ocia lis t W orke rs  P a rty  

p rog ram  on th is  po in t, w h ich  i t  
is  p u tt in g  fo rw a rd  aga in  th is  
y e a r , 'is  b r ie fly  as fo llow s :

1. A lm o s t 1/4 o f the $40,000.- 
000 in  the c ity  budget goes fo r  
debt services, the la rg e s t single 
item  in  the budget. T h a t is, to  
pay fo r  past bond issues, and to  
pay in te re s t on bond issues.

We say: L e t the  banks and 
bond ing houses go w ith o u t some 
o f th a t money th is  y e a r! C a ll in

hosp ita l ap p ro p ria tion  cuts un
der both fo rm s —  and there are.

W h a t is im p o rta n t is the p ro 
g ram  th a t the offic ia ls represent. 
W h a t is needed is labo r candi
dates c a rry in g  ou t a s t r ic t ly  la 
bor program , f ig h tin g  aga inst the 
bosses and th e ir  pa rties  and m a
chines in  the in te rests  o f the 
w orkers.

The S oc ia lis t W orke rs  P a r ty  
ca lls on the w o rke rs  o f N e w ark  
to  defeat the C ity  M anager P lan, 
and to  prepare to bu ild  a p a r ty  
o f th e ir  own and run, a s tra ig h t 
labo r t ic k e t in  th e ir  ow n in te r 
ests.

The Socia lis t W orke rs  P a rty  
has also announced th a t  in  the 
event the C ity  M anager P lan is 
carried, i t  w i l l  im m e d ia te ly  place 
in  the fie ld an independent w o rk 
ers t ic k e t fo r  C ity  Council.

. R U S S IA N  B U L L E T IN  O U T  . .
The B u lle tin  o f the Russian O p

position is ou t. The c u rre n t issue 
contains several a rtic les  b y  Leon 
T ro tsky in c lu d in g  "H it le r  and 
S ta lin — T w in  S ta rs ”  and “ A g a in  
and Once A g a in  on the N a tu re  o f 
the Soviet S ta te ."

The B u lle tin  is ava ilab le  in  
N ew  Y o rk  a t  the  fo llo w in g  book 
stores and newsstands: M odern 
Book Store, 27 U n iv e rs ity  P I.; 
F o re ign  News Depot, T im es Sq. 
B ldg .; B iederm an’s Book Store, 
2nd Ave. a t 12th S t.; M eise l’s 
Book Store, G rand S t.; Rand 
School Book Store, 15,th  St. and 
5 th  A ve .; 3rd Ave. and 14th St. 
'N W ) ;  6 th  Ave. and 42nd St. 
(S E ).

(C ontinued fro m  Page 1) 
any po litic ian s  o r any statesm en 
who undertake to  in vo lve  th is  
cou n try  in a w a r in  Europe o r a 
w a r in  the  P ac ific .”

L e w is ’ speech was, indeed, so 
de fin ite  an accoun ting  o f the 
Roosevelt reg im e th a t the ques
tion  in e v ita b ly  posed its e lf  on 
Lew is ’ lips  and was u tte red  by 
h im :

"W e ll, w h y  no t do som eth ing 
about i t ? ”

B u t He Gave None

H is effectiveness in  answ ering 
Roosevelt a lm ost evaporated a f t 
e r he had asked th a t question. 
F o r  to  th a t key question Lew is 
had posed h im se lf, he gave a fa l
te r in g  answer. A f te r  h is d ram a
tic  descrip tion  o f the p lig h t o f 
the unemployed as "A m e ric a ’s 
No. 1 prob lem ”  he proposed . . . 
“ a fa m ily  conference,”  such as 
he had a lready proposed a t the 
U M W  convention, o f in d u s tr ia l
ists, financiers, governm ent and 
labor.

The answer to  th is  conference 
proposal was given by Lew is  h im 
se lf when he said, in  th is  same 
speech answ ering Roosevelt:

“ Isn ’t  I t  now apparent th a t 
the  po litic ia n s ’ answers a re  no t 
go ing to  ge t you a  job  unless 
you force the p o litic ian s  to  ge t 
you a jo b?  You know, a fte r  a ll, 
you young people o f th is  coun
t r y ,  labor, the common people, 
a re  on ly  go ing to  ge t th a t  de
gree o f consideration fro m  the 
po litic ian s  and fro m  our pub lic  
representa tives th a t you force 
them  to g ive  you, by yo u r o r
gan iza tion , by y o u r w o rk , by 
you r c rys ta llized  a r t i c u l a t e  
voices and by the  fa c t th a t  you 
expect to  f ig h t fo r  you r r ig h ts  
as A m ericans.”

Tw o d iffe re n t and m u tu a lly  
con tra d ic to ry  elements were m ix 
ed in  th a t  speech o f Lew is, lik e  
tw o  geological layers m ixed to 
ge the r b u t representing  tw o  en
t ire ly  d iffe re n t epochs o f h is to ry  
—one, Lew is ’ position o f these 
past years as a “ le f t  w in g ”  o f 
the  D em ocra tic  p a rty , the other, 
L e w is ’ vo ic ing  o f the anguished 
demands o f the masses a t th is  
stage o f the perm anent economic 
crisis.

I t  is s ig n ifica n t th a t th is  speech 
was a t least as sharp as his 
s ta tem ent a t the U M W  conven
tion , the reby c o m m ittin g  Lew is 
s t i l l  fu r th e r  to  a f ig h t  aga inst 
Roosevelt. U ndoubted ly Lew is 
s t i l l  w an ts  to  se ttle  the issue 
w ith in  the confines o f the  Demo 
c ra tic  p a rty . B u t w ith  each en
th u s ia s tic  response o f the w o rk 
ers to  these statem ents, i t  be
comes more d iff ic u lt  fo r  Lew is to  
re trea t. Thereby the road opens 
to w a rd  re a lly  independent labo r 
p o lit ic a l action.

NEW  YORK PARTY 
M  EM B E RS, Attention!
There w i l l  be an im p o rta n t 

P a r ty  m em bership m eeting  on 
S U N D A Y , F E B R U A R Y  18, a t 
8 P. M . sharp, a t G E R M A N IA  
H A L L , 160 3 rd  Ave. (near 16th 
S t.), N ew  Y o rk  C ity . A dm is 
sion fo r  P a r ty  and Y P S L  m em 
bers by card  only.

A N N O U N C E M E N T

D O W N T O W N  L A B O R  C E N TE R  
presents A  N IG H T  O F  R E D  
STARS. P rofessional E n te r
ta in m e n t in c lud in g  d ra m a tic  
s k it, a g roup  dance rec ita l, 
chorus and Red fo lkso ng  re 
cord ings on F E B R U A R Y  17. 
Dance M usic, Refreshm ents. 
51 E as t 7 S tree t Adm . 25c

The American 
Youth Congress-  
A Masquerade

It Was Packed W ith  
Dubious "Organizations"
To Make Up An Impos
ing Body of "Delegates"

B y  E R N E S T  E R B E R
Here are a few  o f the p e rtin e n t fac ts  and h igh 

lig h ts  o f the F e b ru a ry  9-12 "N a tio n a l C itizensh ip  
In s t itu te ”  o f the A m erican  Y ou th  Congress:

1. R E P R E S E N T A T IO N : Some 4.600 "de le
ga tes”  reg is te red  who, the A Y C  leaders cla im ed, 
represented over fo u r  m illio n  young  people. A b o u t 
a thousand o r so were delegates fro m  various 
bona-fide na tion a l and loca l o rgan iza tions in  
w h ich  m em bers o f the Y oung C om m unist League 
are active . A m ong these o rgan iza tions were S ta l
in is t-dom ina ted  A F L  and C IO  locals, In d u s tr ia l 
G ir ls  Clubs and Business and Professional, W o
m en’s Clubs o f the Y oung W om en’s C h ris tia n  
Association. Then the re  were delegates f ro m  the 
S ta lin is t pe riphera l o rgan iza tions : A m erican  S tu 
dent U n ion, y o u th  sections o f the  W orke rs  A l l i 
ance, the In te rn a tio n a l W orke rs  O rder, the  In 
te rn a tio n a l La bo r Defense, the  F in n ish  W orke rs  
Federation, A rm en ia n  W orke rs  Federation, etc. 
Then came delegates fro m  hundreds o f o rgan iza
tions w ith  dubious names lik e  the M odern Y ou th  
G roup, the W illia m s b u rg  Y ou th  Center, the 
S tream lined Dance G roup, etc. In  a w ord , the  
vast m a jo r ity  o f the "de legates”  were m em bers 
o r sym path ize rs o f the Y oung C om m unis t League.

2. P R O C E D U R E : The e n tire  tw o -d ay  “ In s t i
tu te ”  was controUed by the top  leadership o f the 
A Y C  w ith  a f irm  hand. N e ith e r speakers no r reso
lu tion s  were pe rm itte d  fro m  the floor. “ D iscus
sion”  was organized by hav ing  delegates sub m it 
a s lip  o f paper w ith  th e ir  nam e and o rgan iza tion  
to  the p la tfo rm . A  “ T ro ts k y ite ”  delegate had as 
m uch chance o f g e ttin g  by the com m ittee  on the  
p la tfo rm  as a snowball in  he ll. Ushers and police 
took care o f anyone a tte m p tin g  to speak fro m  
the  floor.

3. P R E S ID E N T ’S S P E E C H : The delegates 
paraded dow n P ennsylvania Avenue in  a d r iz z lin g  
ra in  on S a tu rday  m orn ing , d isp la y in g  banners 
w ith  a ll the slogans w h ich  the S ta lin is ts  are c u r
re n tly  stressing, “ The Y anks A in ’t  C om ing,”  “ F o r 
the A m erican  Y o u th  A c t,”  “ N o t a D im e fo r  M an
nerhe im ,”  “ Keep A m erica  O ut o f the Im p e ria lis t 
W a r,”  and so on.

The parade ended on the W h ite  House lawn, 
where arrangem en ts  had been made
fo r  an address by  the P resident The
delegates w a ited  fo r  a h a lf  hour in  a  ra in  
th a t  had become a dow npour to  lis te n  to  Roose
v e lt denounce the  Soviet U n ion  as a d ic ta to rsh ip  
in  no w a y  d iffe re n t tha n  any o th e r and ca ll fo r  
A m erican  support to  F in land . The speech b ro u g h t 
s lig h t response fro m  the delegates. A t  one p o in t 
the crow d began to  boo, and the rad io  opera tors 
were forced to  c u t ou t a ll m icrophones except 
those in to  w h ich  the P resident was speaking d i
rec tly .

The thousands o f Y C Lers were a s o rry  s ig h t as 
they trudged  back, w e t, cold and m iserable a f te r  
Roosevelt’s tongue-lash ing.

4. T H E  L E W IS  S P E E C H : John L . Lew is  de
cided to  address the Congress on ly  on the day be
fo re  he spoke. S peaking to  the  delegates o n ly  
some th ree hours a f te r  the President, Lew is ’ 
speech was greeted w ith  thunderous ovations. 
The b it te r  sarcasm he poured upon the  P res i
den t’s rem arks  appeared as v in d ica tio n  to  the  
delegates fo r  the abuse they  had suffered in  the 
m orn ing .

5. T R E A T M E N T  O F  A U B R E Y  W IL L IA M S :
C om ing r ig h t  a f te r  Lew is ’ eve n tfu l speech, the 
speech o f A ub rey  W illia m s , d ire c to r o f the N a 
tio n a l Y o u th  A d m in is tra tio n , received scan t a t
ten tio n  fro m  the  press. W illia m s  devoted the  first 
p a rt o f h is speech to  the economic needs o f you th  
and surpassed any o f the in v ite d  speakers in  the 
“ ra d ica lism ”  o f h is demands. He re fe rred  to  the 
$500,000,000 ap p ro p ria tion  requested in  the A m e r
ican Y o u th  A c t  as “ in su ffic ie n t”  and ca lled  fo r  
b illion s  o f do lla rs  to  finance a p rog ram  to  “ re 
house A m e rica ”  and “ p u t y o u th  to w o rk  a t use fu l 
occupations.”  H ow ever; when, a t the  close o f his 
rem arks, he sought to  ju s t i fy  h is  action  o f tu rn 
in g  over the N Y A  lis ts  to  the  A rm y  R e c ru it in g  
Office, he was greeted w ith  such a s to rm  o f boos 
and hisses th a t i t  became im possib le to  con tinue 
h is  speech. He expla ined th a t he had n o th in g  
aga ins t m ilita r is m  as such b u t th a t "m ilita r is m  
m ust be subord inated to  dem ocracy.”  T h is  
b ro ug h t fo r th  renewed booing fro m  the young 
S ta lin is ts , who, on ly  a h a lf yea r ago, p r in te d  a r 
tic les in  the “ Y oung C om m unist Review ”  on the 
advantages o f l i fe  in  the U.S. A rm y .

6. M RS. R O O S E V E LT ’S S P E E C H : V is ib ly  ner
vous and tense, M rs. Roosevelt answered a series 
o f questions a t the session on “ The In te rn a tio n a l 
Scene”  on Sunday n ig h t. H e r rem arks  were the  
c lim a x  to  p a rtic ip a tio n  in  the previous sessions 
and an active  sup po rt to  p ra c tic a l arrangem ents. 
O ver a hundred delegates were p u t up a t  the 
W h ite  House, in  add ition  to  o th e r hundreds th a t  
she provided w ith  accom m adations a t the  homes 
o f M rs. C ordell H u ll and o th e r w ives o f govern 
m en t o ffic ia ls, a t a rm y  ba rracks  and a  g ir ls  
school, and th ro u g h  nego tia tions w ith  the  ho te l 
m anagers associa tion to  lo w e r rates.

M rs. Roosevelt g r im ly  sa t on the p la tfo rm  
th rou gh  speeches by  F re d e ric k  “ B la ck ie ”  M yers, 
C om m unis t P a r ty  w h ip  in  the N a tio n a l M a ritim e  
U nion, an In d ia n  "n a tio n a lis t”  named L u is  Perez 
o f the  “ B ro therhood o f Cuban Y o u th ,”  and o ther 
speakers w ho fo llow ed the  p o lit ic a l fo rm  o f the 
c u rre n t "D a ily  W o rk e r”  a tta c k s  upon Roosevelt. 
A f te r  the f ir s t  speaker o f w h a t the cha irm an  an
nounced w ou ld  be a panel o f five  you ths  on the  
sub ject o f “ H o w  the W a r A ffe c ts  M e”  had con
cluded w ith  a con tinu a tio n  o f the a tta cks  upon 
Roosevelt as a w ar-m onger, M rs. Roosevelt, w ith 
o u t w a it in g  to  be in troduced, strode to  the ros
tru m  and prepared to. speak. The cha irm an  solved 
the  s itu a tio n  by  s im p ly  announcing, “ I  present, 
M rs. E leanor Roosevelt.”

By J. R. JOHNSON

! IM P E R IA L IS T S  S E E K  T H E  
D E F E A T  O F T H E  USSR

: Cond itions are such as to  m ake
inadvisable, a t the  present mo- 

, m ent, an open dec la ra tion  o f w a r
■ aga inst the Soviet U n ion  by 
! F rance and Eng land. B o lde r im - 
! p e ria lis t voices in  those countries
■ are dem anding ju s t  th a t;  b u t 
. m ore cautious counsel m ay  con- 
! tinue  to  prevail. Nevertheless, the 
, passing o f every day, i t  is becom- 
I in g  m ore c le a rly  recognized th a t

the  F inn ish -S ov ie t s tru g g le  is one 
. o f the fro n ts  o f the w ar, in  fa c t 
: today  the o n ly  ac tive  fro n t.  D a l- 

ad ier and C ham berla in  have 
s ta ted openly th a t m uch m ore 
help has been sent to  F in land  
than the average c itizen  is aware 
o f and th a t s t i l l  m ore aid  w i l l  be 
fo rthcom ing .

A nd  is there any re v o lu tio n a ry  
w o rk e r naive enough to  believe 
th a t C ham berla in  and D a lad ie r 
are in terested in  sav ing  democ
racy, F inn ish  o r o therw ise? Can 
there be the s ligh te s t doub t th a t 
the im p e ria lis t w o rld  looks upon 
F in lan d  as its  p ro ta go n is t?

N o  m a tte r  w h a t the resu lts  o f 
the F inn ish -S ov ie t w a r m ay be 
— w h e the r S ta lin  succeeds in  his 
designs (as seems m ore p ro b 
able) o r g ives up h is a tte m p t to 
conquer F in la n d ; w h e the r the  A l
lies w ill open ly declare w a r on 
the S oviet U n ion  o r w i l l  re fra in  
fro m  do ing th a t;  o r  w h e the r a 
peace can be patched up between 
H it le r  and the A llie d  im p e ria lis ts  
and a combined a t t ta c k  made up
on the S oviet U n ion— no m a tte r 
w h a t m ay develop in  the  near fu 
tu re , i t  is ce rta in  th a t r ig h t  now 
the s tru g g le  in  F in lan d  is  essen
t ia l ly  the  beg inn ing o f a s trugg le  
o f the im p e ria lis t w o rld  aga inst 
the Soviet U n ion.

L e t the re vo lu tio n a ry  w o rk e r 
ask h im se lf: w h a t w ou ld  be the 
reaction  o f the im p e ria lis ts  to  a 
defeat o f the Red A rm y  by the 
F inn ish  c a p ita lis t a rm y?  W ould 
no t the coun te r revo lu tiona ries  
the w o rld  over, in c lud ing  those 
s t i l l  l iv in g  in  the S oviet Union, 
be overjoyed?

A  class-conscious w o rk e r can 
be fa ir ly  ce rta in  th a t  w h a t w i l l  
b r in g  jo y  to  the im p e ria lis ts , to 
the Hoovers, Roosevelts, Cham 
berla ins and Dalad iers, has no th 
in g  in  i t  th a t is good fo r  the 
w orkers.

The on ly  conclusion th a t  the 
class-conscious w o rk e r can pos
s ib ly  reach is th a t, as between 
the Red A rm y  connected w ith  
and, in its  ow n way, defending 
the Soviet U n ion  based on na tio n 
alized p rope rty , and the F inn ish  
c a p ita lis t a rm y  connected w ith  
and rep resenting  the  im p e ria lis t 
w o rld , he m us t fa v o r  and w o rk  
fo r  the v ic to ry  o f the Red A rm y . 
A n a lyz in g  a ll the fa c to rs  in 
volved, the s logan o f uncond ition 
al defense o f the Soviet U n ion  is 
applicab le in  the present s trugg le  
in  F in land.

T h a t is the conclusion th a t the 
S oc ia lis t W orke rs  P a r ty  has a r 
rived at, and th a t  is the conclu
sion th a t every re vo lu tio n a ry  
w o rk e r who fo llow s  the p rinc ip les  
o f re vo lu tio n a ry  M a rx is m  w i l l  
recognize as correct.

B u t the defense o f the S ta lin 
is t-con tro lle d  Soviet U n ion  re 
qu ires d iffe re n t tac tics  fro m  
those w h ich  re vo lu tio n a ry  w o rk 
ers fo llow ed in  the days w hen the 
Soviet U n ion was led by  Len in  
and T ro ts k y . In  the  n e x t a rtic le  
we sha ll consider and analyze ex
a c tly  in  w h a t w a y  re vo lu tio n a ry  
w o rke rs  in  the  S oviet U n ion  and 
in  F in lan d  should defend the de
generated w o rke rs ’ state.
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4 SOCIALIST APPEAL

FIGHT W ITH THE SOCIALIST 
WORKERS PARTY FOR:

1. A  job and a decent living for every worker.
!i. Open the Idle factories— operate them under 

workers’ control.
S. A  Twenty-Billion dollar Federal public works 

and housing program.
4. T h irty -th irty — $S0-weekly m inim um wage— 80- 

hour weekly maximum for all workers on all jobs.
5. T h irty  dollar weekly old-age and disability 

pension.
6. Expropriate the S ixty Families.
7. A ll w ar funds to the unemployed.
8. A  people’s referendum on any and all wars.
9. No secret diplomacy.

10. An independent Labor Party.
11. W orkers’ Defense Guards against vigilante and 

Fascist attacks.
12. F u ll social, political and economic equality for 

the Negro people.

Leon Sedoff
Tomorrow w ill be the second anniversary o f 

the death of Leon Sedoff. To this day the cir
cumstances o f his death remain a mystery. He 
had gone to the hospital for a comparatively 
minor operation. Then he was dead, under ex
tremely suspicious circumstances. A ll efforts to 
find out what had happened ran up against the 
resistance o f the “ democratic”  French govern
ment; it was then still in the hey-day of the 
Franco-Soviet pact.

As Ignace Reiss, before being murdered by 
the Stalinist GPU in Switzerland, had revealed, 
the GPU was out to murder Sedoff. They suc
ceeded, we believe, and succeeded, thanks to 
their relations with the French government, in 
blocking any investigation o f their crime.

Our youth movement remembers Sedoff par
ticularly as their first great contribution to the 
adult movement. He was, indeed, still a young 
man— 33 at death. H is father, Leon Trotsky, 
has commemorated him in an unforgettable 
pamphlet. But Sedoff, w ith his own brain and 
heart, built the monument by which Be w ill be 
best remembered: the Bulletin o f the Russian 
Opposition. He edited it and wrote for it and 
saw to it that it h it its mark, reaching not only 
Russian-reading revolutionists throughout the 
world but penetrating also past the GPU into 
Stalin’s domain. Leon Sedoff fought Stalin and 
paid fo r it w ith his life ; but his work w ill put 
an end to Stalin and the darkness which Stalin 
spread over the land o f the October Revolution.

The Irish Martyrs
The hanging o f Peter Barnes and Janies Rich

ards, soldiers fo r Irish freedom, has been fo l
lowed by a new heightening o f the struggle 
against the British overlords in Ireland, and that 
is as it should be. The best way to honor these 
Irish martyrs, and the long line o f those who 
died as they did at the hands o f British imperial
ist murderers, is to free Ireland.

The British imperialists are trying to smear 
the movement for Irish freedom as instigated by 
H itler. The great Irish revolutionary socialist, 
Jim Connolly, answered the same kind o f slander 
during the last war, with an immortal slogan: 
“ Neither K ing  Nor Kaiser,”  and hung it across 
the Transport Workers Hall in Dublin. We can 
not think o f an equally perfect slogan; but the 
thought, “ Neither Chamberlain nor H itle r,”  is 
clearly a part o f the real revolutionary movement 
in Ireland today.

Still Going Down
To pick up from where w’e left off, last week, 

in our comments on the development o f the new 
“ recession” :

The New York Times business index showed 
last week an acceleration o f the decline o f pro
duction, dropping from 103.1 to 101.5.

The index o f Time magazine, which attempts 
to estimate long-range factors rather than the 
week's production, was down below the figure 
fo r the same time last year!

Steel operations fo r the week were scheduled 
at 68.8 per cent of capacity, the fifth  consecutive 
decline o f the year, a drop of 200 per cent of 
capacity during the five-week period.

We’re headed for a deepening o f the economic 
crisis. These jobs in private industry that Roose
velt promised on January 5, when he brought in 
the budget with W P A  slashes and I ’W A  wiped 
out, haven’t come into existence. Instead, more 
men are being fired each week.

And the same Democratic and Republican con
gressmen who are bent on passing Roosevelt’s 
starvation budget, have the gall to appropriate 
money for “ poor little Finland” !

Fascist Cops
A fte r Mayor La Guardia had indignantly de

nied a number o f times during the past year the 
persistent report that a large number of New 
York policemen were members o f Coughlin’s 
fascist Christian Front, pressure finally made it 
necessary to investigate. Police Commissioner 
Valentine ordered each policeman to fill out a 
questionnaire. New York papers carried on 
Tuesday “ unofficial and incomplete returns” : at 
least 1.000 of the 19,000 men in the Police De
partment were self-admitted members o f the 
Christian Front. And for every one that admit
ted it, how many were members but didn’t admit 
it? And for every member, how many were sym
pathizers o f the fascist storm troops?

Yet, we are told, in the struggle between fasc
ism and the labor movement, we should look 
for protection to . . . these policemen!

The labor movement w ill build its own W ork
ers Defense Guards and smash the fascist gangs 
wherever they raise their heads— or it w ill go 
down under the boots o f the storm troopers.

The Anti-Lynch Bill
(Statem ent of the National Committee, 

Socialist W orkers P arty )
Once more the question o f a federal anti

lynching law is before the Senate. The House 
o f Representatives has already passed the bill 
and now the Senators from the South are pre
pared to filibuster it  to death.

I t  is not because the b ill in and of itself is so 
dangerous to the rule o f the white aristocracy 
in the South that the southern Senators are de
termined to k ill it. Its provisions are not so 
serious, even i f  enforced, to strike terror into 
the hearts o f the lynchers arid prevent all lynch- 
ings.

But the representatives o f the southern ruling 
class, anxious to keep the Negroes under com
plete subjection, refuse to give up one particle 
o f their “ rights”  to do everything and anything 
to the Negro masses. They are determined to 
retain those “ rights”  at all costs, including that 
o f lynching the Negroes whenever they see fit.

An anti-lynching b ill might constitute the first 
opening in the wall which the Southern ruling 
class has erected against any tampering with 
their right to exploit the Negro masses. Should 
this bill pass, Negroes might be encouraged to 
demand that they actually be given the right to 
vote, and that the provisions o f the National 
Labor Relations Act be applied in the South as 
well as in the North. They might also demand 
the abolition o f child labor in the South and the 
right to receive an elementary education. The 
southern ruling class fears anything that might 
improve the condition o f the Negroes and con
sequently opposes any bill which may have that 
effect.

The Republicans and Democrats o f the North 
have come out in favor o f the anti-lynching bill. 
Every Negro and every white worker should un
derstand that these Republicans and Democrats 
vote in favor o f the bill only to use the Negroes 
as a political football and not actually to protect 
the Negro against the rule of the southern 
whites. I f  the northern Democrats and Repub
licans were really anxious to give the Negro his 
rights, they could find enough to do in the North.

The Socialist 'Workers Party is in favor of 
the enactment o f the anti-lynching bill and calls 
upon all the workers, especially the white work
ers, to rally behind the movement in its favor. 
Workers should not depend upon the politicians; 
they should organize meetings, adopt resolutions 
in the unions, and flood every Senator with let
ters and telegrams, urging passage o f the bill.

The Socialist Workers Party declares, how
ever, that the problem o f the Negro in the South 
will not be solved by the enactment o f an anti
lynching law. There are no lynchings o f Negroes 
in the North and yet the Negro continues to live 
under the most miserable conditions. The prob
lems o f the Negro workers, as well as o f the 
white workers, w ill be solved only when they 
jo in  in a common struggle against the white cap
italist rulers o f this country and when they suc
ceed in taking over governmental power and es
tablishing a socialist society which w ill guaran
tee equality and plenty for all, regardless o f race 
or creed.

U n til such a socialist society is established, 
the Negro and white workers should jo in  in a 
struggle for every immediate gain. The anti
lynching bill represents a step forward. Organize 
to demand its passage!

In the World of Labor
By Paul G . Stevens

Purge in the Mexican 
Communist Party

The M exican C om m unist P a r ty  is to  hold an 
"e x tra o rd in a ry ”  convention n e x t m onth . T h is  
convention is be ing called fo r  the purpose o f un 
d e rta k in g  a tho rough-go ing  purge o f the present 
leadersh ip  o f the o rgan iza tion .

In  the  “ theses”  fo r  the convention, en titled  
"T he  N a tio n a l and In te rn a tio n a l S itu a tio n  and 
the Tasks o f the P a rty ,”  we begin to  g e t an 
in k lin g  as to  the  w h y  and w here fo re  o f the purge. 
W hile  the s itu a tio n  has been ex trem e ly  favorab le  
fo r  g ro w th , the  “ theses" say, i t  has n o t been 
taken advantage o f "because o f the sectarian- 
op po rtu n is t (s ic) line  o f the leadership o f the 
p a r ty  w h ich  d id  no t have su ffic ien t v is ion  to  
grasp the developm ent o f the re vo lu tio n a ry  move
m ent in  our c o u n try  and the poss ib ilities  o f fo rm 
in g  a mass p a r ty  o f the p ro le ta r ia t.”

W h a t is involved, obviously, is  the sacrific ing  
o f a num ber o f scapegoats in  the Leadership fo r  
c a rry in g  ou t the p ro -“ dem oCratic”  line  w h ich  the 
K re m lin  has now th ro w n  overboard. F rom  an
o th e r pa rag raph  in  the docum ent we are g iven 
the im pression th a t th is  num ber is go ing  to  be 
qu ite  la rge :

"R ig h t now . . . there is proceding a cleansing, 
fro m  the top  to  the bo ttom , o f ou r ow n ranks, 
e lim in a tin g  fro m  its  m id s t a ll (underlined in  the 
o r ig in a l)  the  w a ve rin g  and a lien  elem ents fro m  
the p a rty , who because o f the fa lse p o lit ic a l line 
and the la c k  o f re vo lu tio n a ry  v ig ilance  have in 
filtra te d  its. ranks.”

A m ong the leaders to  be purged, we are in 
form ed, are V icente G uerra, A r tu ro  R am irez and 
M anuel Lobato, a ll m embers o f the C entra l Com
m ittee . G uerra  was a m em ber o f the a ll-po w e rfu l 
secre ta ria t and Loba to  an a lte rna te  to it .  R a m ir
ez is the leader o f the M exico C ity  d is tr ic t  o rgan 
iza tion  w h ich  fo rm s the core o f the  p a rty . They 
are charged w ith  any num ber o f crim es in  the 
usual S ta lin is t fash ion— fro m  “ fa c il ita t in g  and 
p ro te c tin g  the w o rk  o f T ro ts k y is t spies”  inside 
the o rgan iza tion  to  m a k in g  pacts w ith  the R ig h t 
W in g  p res iden tia l candidate General A lm azan. 
Even a group o f free  masons was a lleged ly under 
th e ir  w ing. B u t th e ir  g ravest crim e, i t  seems, is 
an oppo rtun is t c a p itu la tio n  to  P resident Carden
as.

O f a ll the charges made, the la s t one m en tion
ed seems to  be m ost s ign ifican t. The c o n tra d ic t
o ry  cha racte r o f the charges is qu ite  in  line  w ith  
S ta lin is t p factices and i t  is  a lw ays necessary to 
wade th rou gh  a ll the verb iage o f these a llega
tions and to  s if t  them  c a re fu lly  fo r  an in d ica tion  
o f the rea l purpose. In  th is  case i t  is  qu ite  appa r
en t th a t  a ll else outside o f "c a p itu la tio n  to  C ar
denas”  is ju s t  the  usual dressing. In  a pending 
break w ith  Cardenas lies the essence o f the purge.

A pp a re n tly , a  la rge  num ber o f fun c tiona ries  o f 
the M exican C.P. has been res is ting  the change 
o f line  in  consideration o f the ra th e r  com fortab le  
positions th a t the back ing  o f Cardenas and his 
p ro -dem ocra tic  o rie n ta tio n  has afforded them . So 
th a t in  re a lity , the convention w i l l  be a so rt o f a 
showdown between the  pro-Cardenas and the pro- 
M oscow functiona ries .

I t  is n o t excluded, however, th a t in  the ra n k  
and file  o f the p a r ty  a  m ovem ent to  break w ith  
S ta lin ism  in  a re vo lu tio n a ry  d irec tion  m ay devel
op as a  re su lt o f th is  s itua tion .

Fruits of the "People's 
Front" in France

A m ong  the lesser crim es o f the “ People’s 
F ro n t”  in  F rance was the S ta lin is t re h a b ilita tio n

o f Leon Jouhaux, social p a tr io t ic  leader o f the 
General Confederation o f Labo r (C.G.T.) In the 
la s t w a r. Jouhaux was no t on ly  dressed up as a 
m il ita n t  f ig h te r  b u t feasted as a staunch fr ie n d  
o f Soviet Russia, in  M oscow no less than in  
Paris.

B u t there  is no g ra titu d e  in  Jouhaux’ he a rt a t 
a ll. N o sooner had the w a r broken o u t tha n  he 
took up h is o ld  post as F rench  im p e ria lism ’s chief 
w a r-booste r in  the ran ks  o f labor. O f course his 
C.G.T. denounced Soviet Russia and supports 
D a lad ie r’s cam paign aga inst it .  T h a t in  its e lf  is 
w h a t was to  be expected fro m  the firs t.  B u t the 
U .P.— and a ll o ther press agencies as w e ll— is 
able to  announce now  th a t "th e  F rench  General 
C onfederation o f Labo r w h ich  fo r  years has had 
a pronounced le f t  w in g  tendency b it te r ly  de
nounced Russia as w e ll as G erm any today.”

The “ pronounced le f t  w in g  tendency” - - th a t  is  
the g ild in g  o f Jouhaux by S ta lin 's  popu la r f ro n t  
po licy. H is  denuncia tion o f the Soviet U n ion  is 
on ly  the f r u i t  o f th a t  po licy.

German ",Socialists" in the 
Service of Imperial France

W e have become qu ite  used to  the abom inable 
p a tr io t ic  an tics  o f the social dem ocra tic p o lit ic 
ians o f Eng land, France, etc. They ac t no d if 
fe re n tly  th a n  they did  in  the la s t w a r. O n ly the 
G erm an social dem ocracy does no t repeat its  
perform ance o f 1914. B u t th a t is no t th rou gh  any 
change o f he a rt on its  p a rt. H it le r  has s im p ly  re 
fused to  g ive  i t  a chance to  do its  pa rt.

Som ewhat lud icrously , the G erm an social dem
ocra ts do manage, nevertheless, to  be tru e  to 
color. They have rem ained social p a tr io ts — b u t 
are now on the side o f the E rb fe ind , the  "hered i
ta ry  foe " they helped f ig h t in  the la s t w ar. F rom  
France issues th e ir  m iserable propaganda fo r  a 
“ soc ia lism " th a t  is  to  be in troduced in to  Ger
m any on the bayonets o f F rench im peria lism . I n  
tu rn , they p r in t  a t the m asthead o f th e ir  o ffic ia l 
organ, the “ Neue V o rw ae rts ," an in sc rip tio n  in  
la rge type : Journa l A n tl-H it le r te n . D a lad ie r's  an
t i-H it le r is m , i t  appears, is  ju s t as acceptable to  
them  as th e ir  “ socia lism ”  is to  Da lad ier. They 
have become, to  use the phrase o f one o f our 
G erm an comrades, "socia l p a trio ts  in  reverse.”

*  *  *

B u t they are no t alone in  the ranks  o f “ social 
p a trio ts  in  reverse.”  A m on g  them  are to  be 
found also the heroes o f the ce n tris t S.A.P. (G er
m an Labo r P a r ty ) ,  the e rs tw h ile  p ride  o f the 
so-called “ London B ureau" and— W illie  M unzen- 
berg, fo r  a  long tim e  a p il la r  o f G erm an S ta lin 
ism  and its  fo rem ost T ro ts k y -b a ite r.

U n t i l lo ng  a fte r  the  M oscow tr ia ls , W ill ie  con
tinued to  condone every a tro c ity  com m itted  by 
the K re m lin  butchers. I t  was on ly  a f te r  M oscow 
c u t o ff financ ia l support and in v ite d  h im  fo r  one 
o f those v is its  w h ich  cost scores o f o th e r German 
S ta lin is ts  th e ir  lives, th a t M unzenberg became a 
v io len t a n ti-S ta lin is t. B u t W ill ie  appa ren tly  
knows how to  m ake a n ti-S ta lin is m  pay ju s t  as 
w e ll as he knew  in  the  old days how to  w o rk  the 
M oscow racke t. N ow  he publishes a paper in  
P a ris  called "D ie  Z u k u n ft”  (The F u tu re ), as the 
“ organ o f the F ranco-G erm an U n ion .”  I t  goes 
w ith o u t saying th a t the  paper’s line  is  such as 
to ga in  on ly  p laud its  fro m  the F rench general 
s ta ff. C o llabo ra tors  on i t  include h a lf a dozen 
o the r G erm an ex-S ta lin is ts , old wheelhorses in  
the M unzenberg pub lish ing  schemes.

Business as usual, seems to  be his slogan.

SPARKS IN THE NEWS
by Dwight Macdonald

Magistrates and Labor Laws
A m ong the  states, N ew  Y o rk  is  especially 

noted fo r  its  progressive la bo r leg is la tion . In  
1886 the f irs t  la w  re g u la tin g  hours o f w o rk  o f 
N ew  Y o rk  wom en employees was passed. In  the 
f if ty - th re e  years since then, la rg e ly  because o f 
the pressure o f the w o rke rs  themselves, a s tru c 
tu re  o f labo r law s has been s lo w ly  b u ilt  up— law s 
lim it in g  the hours o f w o rk  o f wom en and m inors, 
law s p ro v id in g  fo r  s a n ita ry  inspections o f fa c 
tories, law s p ro v id ing  fo r  m edica l care and in 
surance benefits, a t  the  boss’s expense, in  case 
o f in d u s tr ia l disease and accidents.

The law s are fine— as fa r  as they go, a t least. 
B u t i t  appears th a t  in  N ew  Y o rk  C ity  they are 
s im p ly  n o t enforced. The Consumers League o f 
New  Y o rk  has issued a re p o rt en titled , The C ity  
M ag is tra tes  and the Labo r Laws, w h ich  every 
trade un ion and la bo r o rg an iza tio n  should study. 
T h is  covers a ll la bo r cases heard in  the  c ity ’s 
M ag is tra tes ’ C ourts over a period o f three and 
a h a lf years (January , 1934 th ro u g h  June, 1937).

Tw o ou t o f every th ree o f the  em ployers who 
were b ro ug h t in to  c o u rt charged w ith  v io la tio n  
o f the  labo r law s g o t o ff w ith o u t any punishm ent 
whatsoever. The fines imposed on the rem a in ing  
th ird  averaged $18. “ In  economic te rm s,”  the re
p o rt notes; “ th is  means th a t  the p ro fits  accru ing 
to  v io la t in g  em ployers were le f t  v ir tu a lly  in ta c t.”

W hy  did tw o -th ird s  o f the em ployers g e t o ff 
w ith o u t even a fine? W as i t  because th e y  were 
found no t g u ilty  by the m ag is tra te?  No, m ost 
o f them  were found g u ilty  as charged. B u t they

pa id no fine because the y  were le t o ff  w ith  sus
pended sentences. One m a g is tra te  found  g u ilty  
46 em ployers in  one session. He fined one o f these 
$20, tw o  $10, three $5, and he le t the rem a in ing  
40 o ff scot free w ith  suspended sentences.

These are the  same m ag is tra tes  whose h igh 
salaries and p o lit ic a l co rru p tio n  have been a 
scandal fo r  years, the  same dispensers o f “ ju s 
tic e ”  who d a ily  hand o u t heavy fines and ja i l  
sentences to  s tr ik e rs , p icke ts  and le ft-w in g  dem 
onstra to rs . I t  is tim e  the unions d id  som eth ing 
about the pervers ion o f ju s tice  in  the c ity 's  M a g 
is tra te s ’ Courts.

The First Step
A s th is  is w r itte n , the  W a r D ea l’s cam paign 

to  lend Federal funds  to "poo r l i t t le  F in la n d ”  
(w h a t about “ poor l i t t le  W P A ” , now su ffe rin g  
aggression w ith o u t any M annerheim  L ine  to  fa ll 
back on ?) seems to  be on the  verge o f suc
cess in  Congress. The lib e ra l- iso la tio n is t bloc is 
m ee ting  th is  f i r s t  real tes t by— jo in in g  the  ene
rgy and w hooping i t  up fo r  w a r loans to  F in land.

W h a t is behind Roosevelt's F o o r-L ittle -F in la n d  
line  is b lu n tly  expressed in  the  K ip lin g e r W ash
ing ton  News L e tte r  fo r  Jan ua ry  27: “ Pressure 
fo r  c red its  to  A llie s  is Increasing. Congress is 
sour on such cred its  now, but m any sophisticated 
Congressmen p riv a te ly  a d m it th a t the move to  
expand E xp o rt-Im p o rt. B ank and lend to  F in land 
is a  step tow ards some s o rt o f financ ia l a id  to 
the A llie s  a t some la te r  period.”

Poor L i t t le  F in land  today means Poor L i t t le  
B r it is h  E m p ire  tom orrow .
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I t  is  a key  p rin c ip le  o f re a lis tic  p o lit ic a l analysis 
th a t the fo re ign  and dom estic po lic ies o f governm ents 
are inseparab ly linked , th a t  the y  are, in  fa c t, fo r  the 
m ost p a r t  s im p ly  tw o  phases o f the same po licy. I t  
could h a rd ly  be otherw ise. The basic problem  fo r  each 
governm ent is to  ru n  the s ta te  in s titu tio n s , w h ich  i t  
adm in is ters, in  the in te rests  o f the ru l in g  class o f the 
g iven  na tion ; to  uphold aga ins t a ll enemies the  social 
s tru c tu re  upon w h ich  the pow er o f the  ru l in g  class 
rests. T h is  prob lem  con fron ts  the governm ent equa lly 
on the dom estic and the in te rn a tio n a l arena. F ore ign 
p o licy  ( in c lu d in g  w a r) is  the a tte m p t to  solve th is  
problem  as i t  is posed ex te rn a lly , ju s t  as dom estic 
po licy  is the a tte m p t to  solve the  same problem  in 
te rna lly .

M ost libe ra ls  and re fo rm is ts  t r y  to  obscure the l in k  
between fo re ig n  and dom estic po licy. U p u n t il recent
ly  some o f them  used to  te ll us th a t the y  “ approved 
Roosevelt’s N ew  D eal”  (h is  dom estic po licy ) b u t d is
agreed w ith  his “ aggressive”  fo re ign  po licy. N ow  
m any o f them  are reversing. They say th a t they ob
je c t to  his in te rn a l measures (c u tt in g  down o f re lie f, 
d rive  aga inst c iv il r ig h ts , p rosecution o f la bo r un 
ions . . .) b u t are in accord w ith  his “ peace" and "neu
t r a l i t y ”  p rogram  in  ex te rn a l a ffa irs .

S o c ia l-p a trio tic  support o f w a rs  is  o ften  founded 
upon a pretended separa tion  between fo re ig n  and 
dom estic po licy. D u r in g  peace, the s o c ia l-p a trio t c r i
tic izes the governm ent, even ca lls fo r  ou s ting  i t  and 
p u tt in g  a la b o r governm ent in  its  place. In te rn a lly , 
the y  adm it, the governm ent (D a lad ie r’s, fo r  exam ple!) 
ru n  by bourgeois pa rties  acts  fo r  the bankers and 
the in d u s tria lis ts , and aga ins t the  masses o f the  peo
ple. B u t beyond the borders the governm ent changes 
its  spots: there i t  acts as the representa tive  o f “ the 
en tire  na tion .”  Consequently (as in  F rance and E n g 
land today) the so c ia l-p a tr io tic  pa rties  vote unan i
m ously fo r  the governm ent when i t  comes to  prose
cu tin g  a w a r.

New Deal and War Deal
The general ru le  th a t  fo re ig n  and dom estic policies 

are lin ke d  applies, o f course, to  the Roosevelt govern
m ent. Roosevelt was n o t a D r. J e k y ll when proposing 
N ew  Deal law s to  Congress and a M r. H yde when 
sending a note to  Japan o r in te rve n in g  in  M exico. In  
bo th  types o f action, he proceeded fro m  the same 
prem ise in  the  e ffo r t to  solve the same problem .

The tra n s itio n  fro m  N ew  Deal to  W a r Deal, w h ich  
began in  October, 1937, sw ung in to  h ig h  a yea r agp, 
and w i l l  be com pleted w ith  the  e n try  o f the cou n try  
d ire c tly  in to  the  w a r, can be. understood as a s h if t  in  
emphasis. D u r in g  the N ew  Deal thé  emphasis, the 
w e igh ting , was on in te rn a l measures as the p r im a ry  
mechanism  fo r  so lv ing  the problem s o f A m erican  
cap ita lism ; the W a r Deal means the rea liza tion  th a t 
the in te rn a l measures have fa iled , and the consequent 
s h ift in g  a t re la tive  emphasis to  ex te rna l measures.

The s h if t  is  sym bolized by  the  difference in  the 
w a y  th a t  Roosevelt is looked upon by m ost people. 
U n t i l a yea r ago he appeared p r im a r ily  as a na tiona l 
re fo rm e r on the hom e fro n t. M ore and m ore he now 
figu res as the bearer o f the co u n try ’s destiny  on the 
in te rn a tio n a l scene.

However, the  lin kag e  between dom estic  and fo r 
eign a ffa irs  does no t s top m ere ly  because o f the  s h ift  
o f emphasis. M a jo r stress on ex te rn a l measures came 
about as a re s u lt o f the breakdow n o f preced ing in-’ 
te rna l measures; s im ila r ly  the  c u rre n t ex te rna l m ea
sures reac t upon the in te rn a l s itua tion .

T h is  is tru e  fo r  A m erican  socie ty as a  whole, and in 
re la tion  to  the governm ent’s basic prob lem  o f upho ld
in g  c a p ita lis t ru le _ I t  is  true  also fo r  Roosevelt’s n a r
ro w e r problem  as head o f the governm enta l bureauc
racy, as p a r ty  p o lit ic ia n  and as an ind iv idua l.

The enormous, swollen bureaucracy (Federa l, S ta te  
and lo ca l), the D em ocra tic  p a rty  and Roosevelt as a 
person have ve ry  im p o rta n t specia l in te rests  o f th e ir  
own, in  add ition  to  and som etim es in  con flic t w ith  
the in te res ts  o f the ru lin g  class w h ich  they serve. 
Roosevelt knows th a t, ju s t  as fo rm e r ly  these special 
in te res ts  depended ch ie fly  on the  show ing made in 
te rn a lly , so now  they depend f ir s t  o f a ll on the show
in g  made e x te rn a lly . Roosevelt knows th a t  h is own 
p o lit ic a l fa te , and the fa te  o f h is  w in g  o f the  Dem o
c ra tic  p a rty , and the jobs in  the bu reaucra tic  appara
tus, are being decided by " fo re ig n  a ffa irs .”

I  believe th a t th is  background m ust be k e p t in 
m ind  i f  we ar®. to  eva luate c o rre c tly  m any o f the re 
cent moves w h ich  Roosevelt has been m a k in g  in  fo r 
eign a ffa irs— in c lud in g  his f lir ta t io n s  w ith  the  V a t i
can, the p a r tic u la r  m anner in  w h ich  he has been 
hand ling  the S ov ie t-F inn ish  w a r, and the ju n k e t o f 
Sum ner W elles.

I f  the w a r had no t s ta rted , Roosevelt would, I  th in k , 
have been washed up by now. He took an a lm ost un
alloyed beating fro m  the re g u la r Congress la s t year, 
and fro m  the opposition w in g  o f h is ow n p a rty . B u t 
the  w a r p u t h im  back on his feet. H is  ra t in g  in  the 
G allup P o ll made an unprecedented ju m p  in  Septem
ber and October.

A t  f ir s t  h is  advisers ap pa ren tly  th o u g h t th a t the 
U n ite d  S tates would declare w a r w ith in  s ix  o r e igh t 
m onths, and th a t he and h is  fo llow e rs  w ou ld  ride back 
in to  office as the  on ly  adequate w a r leaders. W ith  the 
w a r developing as no one expected, they  have become 
puzzled. W ill they cam paign, in  the p a r ty  convention 
and the election, on a “ he kep t us o u t o f w a r”  p la t
fo rm  o r w ith  a “ un ite  to  w in  the  w a r”  slogan? They 
can keep both roads open provided (1) the w a r in 
creases in  seriousness and exten t and (2) Roosevelt 
is  made to  seem the on ly  m an who can handle the  y a r  
cris is, w he the r o r no t th is  c o u n try  is fo rm a lly  a bel
lige ren t.

The f ir s t  cond ition  w i l l  take  care o f itse lf, w ith o u t 
any pushing f ro m  Roosevelt. The fu lf il lm e n t o f the 
second is a congenial ta s k  fo r  so accomplished a  dem
agogue as Roosevelt. He and his p u b lic ity  s ta ff con
s ta n tly  re in fo rce  the im pression th a t he is indispens
able; h is w a r moves and h is “ peace moves”  are a like  
presented w ith  th a t  tw is t.

Some o f these moves, lik e  the  a rm am en t ap p ro p ri
a tions, the  pressure on Japan, the d r iv e  in  L a t in  
A m erica, the m un itio ns  sales to  F rance  and B r ita in , 
are a lto g e th e r serious pa rts  o f the  general w a r  p re
pa ra tions  and w ou ld  be undertaken  by any adm in is
tra t io n , D em ocra tic  o r Republican. In  the  case o f 
o thers (the  ove rtu res to  the V atican, the t r ip  o f 
W elles, and even the p o licy  on F in la n d ), we observe a 
g re a t gap between the grandiose w ords and the in s ig 
n ific a n t actions. (W ith  a il the ta lk ,  F in la n d  has go t 
n e x t to  n o th in g  th a t  i t  needs fro m  th is  coun try , and 
p robab ly  is never go ing to  g e t m uch.) I t  is  reasonable 
to  suppose th a t  in  these la t te r  moves, a t least one o f 
Roosevelt’s eyes and m aybe h a lf o f the  o th e r is on 
ne x t sum m er’s Chicago convention and Novem ber's 
e lection day to  fo llow .

T h e i r  
b y  James B u rn h a m
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