
We propose that the regular 1940 session of the Congress o f the United States shall enact emergency
legislation to put into immediate effect the follow ing:

j Appropriation of $10,000,000,000 to provide, at once, jobs on housing and other public works projects
for unemployed workers.

2. Amendment of the Wages and Hours Act to provide throughout private industry and public works a 
maximum work week of 30 hours and a minimum weekly pay o f 30 dollars.

3. 30 dollar weekly old age and disability pensions.
4. Appropriation of $3,000,000,000 to guarantee either maintenance at school or jobs for all youtn.
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Who Has All the 
M ilk and Honey?

: A N  E D IT O R IA L

The 1938 income tax figures, just released by the gov
ernment, constitute a grim commentary on the nature of 
American “ democracy"

F ifty-five individuals had an income for the year of over 
a million dollars each. The year's income admitted to by 
those 55 people amounted to $107,724,000!

Another 115 individuals reported incomes of a bit less 
than a m illion dollars each—

Still another 207 individuals reported incomes o f between 
$300,000 and $500,000.

So that 377 individuals had a year's income amounting 
to something like T H R E E  H U N D R E D  M IL L IO N  D O L
LAR S!

A t the other end of the scale in this country are 76,000,- 
000 people who, by officially-admitted government figures, 
are living below or barely on the level o f subsistence. Ihese 
consist o f eight million families “ without any means of ex
istence” , and eleven m illion families “ fighting poverty” , liv 
ing on less than $1,000 annual family income.

W hat’s democratic about such a set-up? The haughtiest 
princes, dukes and lords o f the European kingdoms were 
never so far above their serfs as America’s moneyed “ c iti
zens" are above the vast majority o f the American people.

More than half the nation is condemned to a starvation 
existence while a handful o f bloated parasites wallow in 
riches undreamed o f by the feudal aristocracy.

Do Y O U — you who belong to the 76 millions who have 
no means o f existence or are fighting poverty— want to give 
your lives, or the lives o f your husbands, sons or brothers, to 
defend this kind o f democracy?

The main enemy is at home! The enemy is the boss class 
who condemn us, so long as we let them, to this kind of 
existence.

N . Y . Judge Issues 
Jim Crow Ruling

A  res tau ran t owner doesn't have to  serve Negroes i f  the y  are 
s it t in g  w ith  w h ite  friends— th a t’s th e  H it le r ite  ru lin g  handed down 
la s t week by  Judge M a rks  o f M un ic ip a l C ourt, M anha ttan .

Tw o Negroes, Conrad L yn n  and E ls ie  Jackson, w en t to  the  
M ariann a  R estauran t on W est 118th S treet, M anha ttan , la s t N ovem 
ber, to  eat w ith  tw o  w h ite  friends. The p ro p rie to r w ou ldn ’t  serve 
them .

In  cou rt, the  p ro p rie to r tes tified  th a t he w ou ld  have served the 
Negroes i f  they  had sa t a p a rt byC
themselves, b u t w ou ld  no t serve 
them  w ith  th e ir  friends  in  a 
“ m ixed p a rty .”

U nder the  S tate C iv il R igh ts  
Law , . penalties . are . provided 
aga ins t re s ta u ra n t owners who 
refuse to  serve Negroes.

Judge M a rks  ru led, however, 
th a t  a res tau ran t owner m ay 
r ig h t fu l ly  re fuse to  serve Negroes 
whenever they are in  the  com
pany o f w h ite  frie n d s ! A s  long as 
the ow ner is w i ll in g  to  serve the 
Negroes a t  th e ir  ow n segregated 
corner o f h is place, Judge M arks

ruled, he is w ith in  the law.

A m erican  Labo r A id  A cts
I f  Judge M a rk s ’ ru lin g  is per

m itte d  to  stand, i t  v ir tu a lly  an
nuls the  prov is ions o f the C iv il 
R igh ts  La w  ostensib ly  p ro te c ting  
Negroes fro m  d isc rim ina tion . F o r 
i t  authorizes res tau ran t p ro p r i
etors to  establish a J im  Crow 
section in  th e ir  establishm ents.

A t  the request o f the com pla in
ants, the re fore , the  A m erican  L a 
bor A id  is un de rta k ing  to  appeal 
Judge M a rks ’ decision to  the 
h ighe r courts.

Behind the Lines
By GEORGE  STERN

U.S. SHIPS TO SAIL WAR ZONES 
UNDER FAKE FOREIGN REGISTRIES
Chrysler Workers!
Just Figure Out What 
These Figures Mean

Rem em ber how Chrtysler’s 
mouthpieces cried, du rin g  the  54- 
day s tr ike , about how the corpo
ra tio n  ju s t cou ldn ’t  a ffo rd  to  pay 
w h a t the un ion was dem anding?

W e ll! C h rys le r co rpora tion  has 
ju s t  issued, as required by  law , 
the figu res fo r  its  earn ings fo r  
1939.

In  sp ite  o f the 54-day s tr ike , 
w h ich  took place in  the  c ruc ia l 
la s t q u a rte r o f the year, C h rys ler 
made a net p ro fit  fo r  the yea r o f 
$36,879,829 —  nearly  tw ice  as 
m any m illio ns  as the  com pany 
made in  1938.

Jus t figu re  ou t how m any un 
employed au to  w o rke rs  could 
have been given fu ll- t im e  jobs fo r  
those 37 m illio ns  o f do lla rs, es
tab lish in g  the 30-hour week a t 
40 hours’ pay!

UNIONS WARNED 
OF FRAMEUP 
IN MINNEAPOLIS

Powers Gird For Spring Crisis
Altm ark A ffa ir 
Ushers In New 
Phase

<v

The Japanese have f in a lly  ad
m itte d  th a t the y  a re  up against 
i t  in  China.

To be sure, in  accordance w ith  
the doub le -ta lk  o f m odern w a r
tim e  po litics , th is  adm ission 
comes in  the fo rm  o f a  summons 
to  C h iang K a i-she k  to  surrender.

On Feb. 15, the Japanese H ig h  
Command in  Ch ina announced 
th a t i t  had won "su ffic ien t areas 
in  C h ina fo r  estab lishm ent o f the 
new order in  E a s t A s ia .”  F u rth e r 
resistance, the p roc lam ation  w en t 
on, was “ fu t ile ,”  especia lly be
cause o f the la te s t Japanese "v ic 
to ries ”  in  K w angsi. The Japan
ese a rm y, there fore, " w i l l  n o t ex
pand ou r opera tions b u t w i l l  
a w a it y o u r offensive.”

They d id  n o t have long to  
w a it.  The “ v ic to ry ”  in  K w angsi 
tu rne d  in to  one o f those “ s tra 
teg ic  w ith d ra w a ls .”  Chinese 
pressure forced a  wholesale re
t re a t fro m  the area n o rth  o f 
N ann ing , the  K w angs i cap ita l, 
and a t th is  w r it in g , despite 
Japanese denials, the  Chinese 
forces appear to  be on N a n 
n in g ’s o u ts k ir ts .

D ie t po litic ia n s  have grow n in 
c reas ing ly  bold in  cha lleng ing the 
a rm y  on its  course on the con
tin e n t. The recent “ power h o li
days” — wholesale s h u ttin g  o ff o f 
power fo r  a l l b u t the  m ost es
sen tia l w a r- in d u s try  p lan ts—
dram atized the  sharpness o f the 
p inch, w h ich  is p u tt in g  the b a r
est necessities o f l i fe  beyond the 
reach o f  m ost o f th e  Japanese 
popu lation.

Calculating on the transform a
tion of American pressure into 
an actual embargo, the Japanese 
have to cast around for possible 
new combinations before decid
ing upon a capitulation to the 
U. S. or an open challenge for 
supremacy in the Pacific.

One such outlet would be a  
new Japanese deal w ith  Great 
B rita in . Just as in South A m er
ica the British are actually en
gaged in tooth-and-nail rivalry' 
w ith  the U . S. for the markets 
le ft open by the Involuntary 
default of the Germans, so in 
the F a r  East they are no more 
w illing to perm it Yankee im 
perialism to take advantage of 
the European w ar. I t  goes 
without saying th a t the Japan
ese w ill do their utmost to ex
ploit this Anglo-American r i
valry. The ease w ith  which the 
Asama M aru  incident was set
tled, the ready compliance of 
the Japanese w ith British de
mands, suggests th a t the a t
mosphere is already being pre
pared for another typical im 
perialist double-cross.

B ut for that i t  has to clear 
its heels from  the Chinese bog 
— and th a t i t  is not finding it  
so easy to do. W ang Ching- 
wei’s puppet government is 
now scheduled for inauguration  
in March. But even in Tokyo  
there is little  optimism over 
the ab ility of this new and 111- 
fashloned peg to sustain the 
weight of Japanese control and 
m ake it  palatable.

Judge Turns Books of 
Local 544 Over to 
Employers' Agents

M IN N E A P O L IS . Feb. 15 —  
N o w  th a t its  f ig h t aga inst the 
federa l governm ent’s W P A  tr ia ls  
is over, M inneapo lis la bo r is tu rn 
in g  its  a tte n tio n  to  w hat m ay be
come an even m ore serious as
sau lt ag a ins t th is  em battled 
trade  un ion m ovem ent.

B y  o rder o f D is tr ic t  Judge Car- 
ro ll, General D riv e rs  U n ion . L o 
cal 544 has had to  b rin g  its  books 
and records in to  the cou rtroom  
where a tto rn eys  and accountants 
fo r  five  finks  are le isu re ly  exam - 
in in g  them  in  hopes o f cooking 
up a case aga inst th is  m il ita n t  
trade  union.

U nder an anc ient s ta tu te  per
m it t in g  m em bers o f an un inco r
porated association to  examine 
the records o f the organ iza tion  
p r io r  to  tr ia l,  a group o f agents 
o f the  em ployers have been g iv 
en access to  the un ion ’s records.

The cou rt's  decision came a f t 
e r three weeks o f tes tim ony by 
un ion men, who tes tified  th a t  the 
p la in t if fs  were members o r  o r 
ganizers o f an "independent un 
io n ”  set up to  f ig h t the  d rive rs ’ 
union.

The s u it has dragged th rough  
the  cou rts  fo r  tw o  years, the 
p la in t if fs  —  though  ostensib ly 
w ith o u t funds— being represented 
by h igh -priced a n ti- la b o r a t to r 
neys. W ho p u t up  the m oney fo r  
th is  f ig h t ?

The five  p la in t if fs  jo ined  the 
Independent T ru c k  Owners Sec
tio n  o f Local 544 and stayed ju s t 
long enough to  estab lish th e ir  
m em bership. Then they  filed  th e ir  
su it, on Feb. 16, 1938.
M il i ta n t  U n ion ism  a “ C rim e”

A m ong the  “ crim es”  they 
charged the union leadership w ith  
was expending funds on m a in te 
nance o f the Federal W orkers  
Section, the  M inneapo lis unem 
ployed and W P A  organ iza tion  
whose leaders bore the b ru n t o f 
the federa l prosecution o f the 
W P A  s tr ik e rs ; "e x to r t in g ”  m ore 
funds fo r  re lie f purposes fro m  
the  c ity  than  were necessary; " i l 
legal p ic k e tin g " and m aintenance 
o f closed-shop con tracts, etc. 
T h e ir f in k  m e n ta lity  was reveal
ed in  the ve ry  te x t  o f the com 
p la in t. A nd  to  these charges they 
tacked on a p e titio n  to  the  cou rt 
fo r  an exam ina tion  o f the un ion ’s 
books and records.

W h ile  the  s u it was pending, 
the p la in t if fs  tu rned  up as organ
izers and m embers o f an “ inde
pendent un ion”  local, a flllia te d  to 
the "Associated Independent U n 
ions.”  A t  a  c ityw id e  labo r ra l ly  
on A p r i l 8, 1938, R oy W e ir, o r
gan izer fo r  the C entra l Labor 
Union, revealed th a t a M r. G alla- 
w ay  o f the N a tio n a l M a n u fa c tu r
ers A ssoc ia tion  had ju s t  been in  

(Continued on Page.2)

By G EORGE S T E R N

The Altmark incident was 
the first real harbinger of 
Spring, the first critical Spring 
o f the Second W orld War.

I t  came as a sharp warning 
to all the neutrals. “ I t  means,”  
said the Paris ‘newspaper l’In 
transigeant on Feb. 19, “ that 
neutrality as it has hitherto 
been practised cannot last any 
longer.”

Norway, caught fast be
tween the two conflicting pow
ers, stands as a fateful symbol 
for all the small states o f Eur
ope that are still trying to keep 
their balance on the narrowing 
zone still le ft fo r neutrals to 
tread.

Fearful o f offending Ger
many, the Norwegians blinked 
their eyes to the fact that the 
Altmark, when it passed Ber-
o-p ii w as  - i r t m l l v  an a n v i l  J rem ains fo r  the corning weeks to §£ lL_w a i> . a c tu a lly  . W  £6r ,i t  is  n o w  un ive rsa lly
îarv warship and had some 
300 British prisoners aboard.

Paris Trotskyists 
Reported Seized 
By French Police

Sixteen T ro ts k y is ts  have 
been arrested in  the P aris  d is 
t r ic t  fo r  "a n t i-m il ita r is t  and 
re vo lu tio n a ry  propaganda," ac
cord ing  to a w ire less d ispatch 
in  the New Y o rk  T im es, Feb. 
19.

Some o f them, the  d ispa tch 
states, were em ployed in  the 
postal service, and a ll had 
“ fo rm e rly  belonged to  the  o ffi
c ia l C om m unist p a rty .”  They 
were arrested a t  " th e ir  c lan
destine headquarters.”

T h is  d ispa tch in  the ca p ita l
is t press is the on ly  in fo rm a 
tion  we have on the arrests. 
C o m m u n i c a t  ion w ith  our 
F rench comrades is  slow  and 
d ifficu lt, in  v iew  o f th'e system 
a tic  persecution they are sub
jected to  by the "d em ocra tic ”  
governm ent o f France.

le purpose o f increasing the e f
fectiveness o f the blockade and 
fa c il ita t in g  d ire c t in te rven tion  in 
the S ov ie t-F inn ish  conflic t.

W hether th is  is a c tu a lly  the in 
ten tion  o f the B r it is h  w a r lo rds i t

The British then deliberately 
ordered its warship to violate
Norway's neutral waters and
to rescue the prisoners.

O ut o f the  d ip lom atic  and press 
barrage la id  down around the in 
cident emerged the  be lie f th a t 
the  B r it is h  were tes tin g  th e ir  
w ay  fo r  eventual occupation o f 
N o rw a y ’s coast, w ith  o r w ith o u t 
N orw eg ian  consent, fo r  the doub-

agreed th a t the S pring  w i l l  w i t 
ness some new m a jo r tu rn  in  the 
w ar, the extension o f the w a r 
fro n ts  and the launch ing  o f an 
offensive on one sector o r another 
in  a f irs t  rea l tes t o f the s treng th  
o f the opposing forces.

A long  w ith  the swallows, w h a t 
else is th is  S pring  lik e ly  to  b rin g ?  
The possible answers, in  ta b u la r 
fo rm , come somewhat as fo llow s :

1. In  N o rth e rn  Europe : F rance 
and B r ita in  in tervene in  fo rce  in  
the S ov ie t-F inn ish  w a -, com pell-

in g  N o rw ay  and Sweden to be
come be lligerents. G erm any sends 
forces to  f ig h t  the A llies , p rob
ab ly  on Swedish soil, in  an e ffo rt 
to  p ro te c t its  c ruc ia l Swedish 
sources o f iro n  ore and o ther 
m etals. A c tin g  in  concert w ith  
Germ any, the Soviet U n ion  com
pletes its  conquest o f F in lan d  and 
sends the Red A rm y  in to  Sweden.

2. In  Western Europe: G er
m any ' begins offensive on the 
W estern fro n t, across H o lland  
and B e lg ium  a n d /o r Sw itze rland. 
The w a r in  the a ir  begins.

3. In  Southeastern Europe: 
G erm an-Soviet pressure increases 
on R um an ia to  assure the flow  o f 
Rum anian o il and g ra in  in to  Ger
many. Rum ania m ay possib ly ca
p itu la te  to avo id becom ing a ba t
tle fie ld . I f  i t  does not, p a r t  o f the 
A llie d  N ear E astern forces w i l l  
be sent to its  aid and an A llie d  
fleet w i l l  steam th rou gh  the D a r
danelles to  a tta c k  the Soviet 
B lack Sea coast. I ta ly  w i l l  en ter 
the w a r on the side o f the A llie s  
bu t heading an “ independent”  
bloc in c lud in g  Y ugos lav ia  and 
H ungary .

4. In  the  N ear and M iddle 
E a s t: A llie d  a tta c k  on the Soviet 
U n ion begins th rou gh  the  Cau
casus and possib ly fro m  Ira n  and 
A fga n is tan . M a in  ob jec tive : Cau
casian oilfie lds.

5. F a r E a s t: The U.S. keeps its  
em bargo club poised over Japan's 
head, increasing its  pressure to 
force Japanese e n try  in to  (o r co
opera tion w ith )  the A llie d  bloc, 
o ffe rin g  a com prom ise a t C h ina ’s 
expense i f  Japan w il l  engage the 
S oviet U n ion  on the F a r  E astern 
fro n t.

(Continued on Rage 4)

PROTEST JIM 
CROW  BOOKS IN 
MISSISSIPPI

"Edited" Books Set 
Aside for Negro 
School Children

JA C K S O N , M iss. —  The race- 
haters o f M iss iss ipp i are n o t go
in g  to  a llow  H it le r  to  receive a ll 
o f the lau re ls  fo r  in ve n tin g  de
vices fo r  ra c ia l segregation i f  
they have any say abou t it .

Negroes a ll over the s ta te  and 
na tion  a re  p ro te s ting  the  jim -  
crow  tex tbook  la w  ju s t  passed 
by the leg is la ture .

The c iv ics  tex tbooks fo r  the 
Negro pup ils  w i l l  n o t con ta in  in 
fo rm a tio n  on v o tif ig , in s tru c tion s  
on how to  vote, m a tte rs  o f gov
e rnm en t and c iv ic  respons ib ility .

In  passing the law , the leg is la 
tu re  said th a t N egro  ch ild ren 
should no t know  those th ings. In  
the  Senate, where the b ill passed 
by a vo te  o f 37 to  9, S enator H . L. 
Davis, o f O xfo rd, s ta ted :

“ U nder the  con s titu tio n  the 
N egro is a  c itizen  and o f course 
we know  and accept th a t. B u t 
he can never expect to  be given 
the same educational and so
c ia l p riv ileges  w ith  the  w h ite  
m an and he doesn’t  expect 
them . The best education we 
can g ive  h im  is to  use his hands 
because th a t ’s how he m ust 
earn his liv in g . I t  a lw ays has 
and i t  a lw ays w i l l  be.”
The b ill provides th a t a ll books 

re turned by the N egro  and w h ite  
pup ils  be stored in  separate w a re 
houses to  p reven t w h ite  ch ild ren  
fro m  using the same books used 
by Negroes. D r. E. M. G arv in , 
Senator fo r  S ta ffo rd  Springs, 
stated th a t the  books should be 
stored sepera te ly so w h ite  ch ild 
ren w ou ld  n o t ge t germ s fro m  
the  books used by  the  N egro  
children.

Jamaica Jobless A id  
Relief Sitdowners

American Labor Aid Providing Defense 
For 13 Arrested Workers; Tria l 
Postponed; Allowances Are Assured

Business Still Going 
Down the Toboggan

W here are those jobs th a t 
Roosevelt prom ised in  h is bud
get speech, as ju s tific a tio n  fo r  
s lash ing W P A  ?

F o r the s ix th  consecutive 
week, the New  Y o rk  T im es 
business index w e n t down la s t 
Sunday. The drop fo r  the week 
was fro m  101.5 to 98.6.

N e w *Y o rk  banks, despa iring  
o f any m ore p ro fita b le  in ves t
ments, sunk ano the r $18,000,- 
000 in to  la w -y ie ld  governm ent 
bonds.

Bethlehem  Steel, show ing 
th a t Steel has no im m edia te 
use fo r  m oney fo r  expansion 
o r operations, announced i t  
would pay o ff an $18,000,000 
pre fe rred  stock issue.

A l l  s igns po in t to  s t i l l  f u r 
th e r declines in  the  com ing 
weeks.

SWP CANDIDATE 
ON BALLOT FOR 
ST. PAUL MAYOR

Rutchick Files When 
No Labor Candidate 
Is Nominated

The thirteen workingmen and®-
women who were arrested in  the 
Jam a ica R e lie f Bureau on Van 
W yck  Avenue a week ago T hu rs 
day fo r  a  s it-dow n s tr ik e  came 
to  the  F lu sh in g  Second M ag is
tra te s  C ourt, on F e b ru a ry  15, 
prepared to  denounce th e  R e lie f 
Bureau a u th o ritie s  fo r  th e ir  in 
hum an tre a tm e n t o f em ergency 
re lie f cases.

Am ong the defendants, a ll of 
them  m embers o f the Unem 
ployed and R e lie f W orkers  
League, 151-06 Beaver Road, 
were N a ta le  B runo and his w ife , 
paren ts o f a fa m ily  o f 6 c h il
dren, D iB em ardo , head o f a des
t itu te  fa m ily  o f 14 ch ildren, G u i-’ 
seppe Pace, 63-year-old unem 
ployed shoemaker, and R ichard  
H icks, a 64-year-old unemployed 
w o rke r. Charges aga ins t M rs. 
B run o ’s s ix  ch ildren, also taken 
in to  custody a t the Bureau, were 
no t pressed.

A m erican  Labo r A id  Helps
A id  had come to  the  unem 

ployed and re lie f w o rke rs  fro m  
the A m erican  Labo r A id *  w ith  
headquarters a t 125 W . 33rd St., 
N ew  Y o rk  C ity . A s  soon as the 
case came to  the a tte n tio n  o f 
the A m erican Labo r A id , i t  im 
m ed ia te ly  sent a representative 
to Jam aica to  investiga te  the s it
ua tion . U pon le a rn ing  the fac ts  
in  the case, the A m erican  Labor 
A id  provided free lega l assistance 
to  the  w o rke rs  and a la w y e r fro m  
the A m erican  Labo r A id  came to  
co u rt on T hursday  to  defend the 
w orkers.

The R e lie f B u re a u  a u tho ritie s  
managed to  have the case post
poned a week. The w o rke rs  de
cided to  accept and im m e d ia te ly  
began a pu b lic  cam paign to

arouse sym pa thy  fo r  th e ir  case 
Several thousand leafle ts were 
d is tr ib u te d  in  South Jam aica and 
the R e lie f Bureau, c a llin g  a ll 
w o rke rs  and unem ployed to  a 
mass m eeting  a t the Jam aica L a 
bo r Center, 151-06 Beaver Road 
nex t Tuesday n ig h t to p ro te s t 
the arrests and the inhum an Re
lie f  Bureau a ttitu d e . A t  th is  
m eeting  A r th u r  B urch , represen
ta tiv e  o f  the A m erican  Labor 
A id , and O tto  Popovich, m il ita n t  
leader o f the Queens C ounty un
em ployed in  m any dem onstra
tions, w i l l  speak.

A c tio n  Gets Results
A s soon as the R e lie f Bureau 

saw the de te rm ina tion  o f the 
w orkers, the Bureau ’s a tt itu d e  
changed noticeably. The day a f t 
er the co u rt postponem ent an in 
ve s tig a to r appeared a t the  B ru 
no home. He re tu rned  the next 
day w ith  a m oney allowance o f 
$13.85 and prom ised re g u la r re 
lie f  checks. I t  took mass action 
by the w o rke rs  to  cause the B u 
reau to  pay any a tte n tio n  w h a t
soever to  th is  em ergency case. 
The lesson has n o t been lo s t upon 
the w o rke rs  o f Jam aica.

So desperate was the need of 
these cases th a t the Unem ployed 
and R e lie f W orke rs  League was 
forced to  take  up a collection 
am ong its  own po ve rty -s tricke n  
m embers on th e ir  beha lf la s t 
Thursday. Some $15 was raised 
as a stop-gap u n t il the  Bureau 
took some action. W ith  v ic to ry  
in  the  B runo  case, the U nem 
ployed and R e lie f W orke rs  
League in tends to  keep fig h tin g  
u n t il ju s tice  is  done and re lie f 
is  g iven to  a ll the needy in  th is  
neighborhood.

ST. P A U L , M inn .— H enry  R u t- 
ch lek w il l  be the Socia lis t W o rk 
ers P a r ty ’s candidate fo r  m ayor 
in  the  fo rth c o m in g  c ity  elections.

R u tch ick  was designated to  file  
his candidacy a fte r  the  Labor 
Progressive A ssocia tion  had en
dorsed fo r  m a y o r s  leader o f one 
o f the c a p ita lis t parties.

“ The la bo r m ovem ent in  St. 
Paul responded en thus ias tica lly  
to the ca ll o f the Labor-P rogres
sive Association to  back a  labo r 
p o lit ic a l cam paign,”  the S.W.P. 
po in ted out. “ The S oc ia lis t W o rk 
ers P a r ty  hailed the renewed in 
te res t o f the St. Pau l trade  un
ion m ovem ent on the  p o lit ic a l 
field, as in d ic a tin g  th a t un ion is ts  
are becom ing conscious o f the 
severe p o lit ic a l b lows being re 
ceived d a ily  by organized labor.

“ I t  is  u n fo rtuna te  th a t  by th e ir  
choice o f candidates, the Labor 
Progressives have n o t broken 
w ith  the boss p o lit ic a l machines 
in  th is  c r it ic a l period before the 
w a r. D is rega rd ing  the w a rn in g  
o f o u r p a rty , presented in  a le a f
le t to the Janua ry  20 convention, 
the A ssoc ia tion  has endorsed fo r  
m ayor a m em ber and leader o f 
one o f the o ld  c a p ita lis t parties, 
John McDonough.

“ T h is  year, as tw o  years ago, 
the S ocia lis t W orke rs  P a r ty  w i l l  
oppose M cD onough ’s candidacy 
fo r  m ayo r w ith  a  candidate o f its  
own. W e ca ll upon a ll w o rke rs  to  
vote fo r  H e n ry  R u tch ick , a n t i
w a r candidate fo r  m ayo r.”

St. Pau l election law s d ic ta te  
non -pa rtisan ”  candidates w ith 

ou t p a r ty  designation on the ba l
lo t, b u t the S.W.P. is m ak ing  
c lear the issues th ro u g h  a  pam 
ph le t and leafle ts c a llin g  fo r  
votes fo r  R u tch ick  as votes fo r  
the p a r ty ’s p rog ram  in  the elec
tions.

"L a b o r ’s independent voice in  
po litics  is necessary n o t on ly  fo r  
s t r ic t ly  local issues,”  th e  p a r ty  
po in ts  out, “ b u t fo r  the  m a jo r 
problem s fa c in g  the  w o rk in g  
class o f the U n ite d  S tates— w ar, 
unem ploym ent, and ’ the  pro tec
tion  o f w o rke rs ’ r ig h ts .”

W h ile  run n ing  its  own m ayo r
a lty  candidate, the S.W.P. is sup
p o rtin g  the rest o f the Labor 
Progressive A ssoc ia tion ’s slate, 
w ith  th e  exception o f c ity  com 
m issioner A xe l Peterson, run n ing  
fo r  e lection, who when offered 
the  A ssoc ia tion  endorsement 
made c lear he was accepting  no 
resp on s ib ility  to  the la bo r m ove
m en t fo r  h is conduct in  office.

The te x t  o f the  St. P au l elec
t io n  p ro g ra m  o f the  S.W.P., re 
ceived too la te  f o r  re p rin tin g , 
w i l l  be published in  next week's 
Appeal.

FDR CONNIVES 
IN L00PH0LING 
NEUTRALITY ACT

United States Lines 
Sells to Belgian 
"Dummy" Buyer

W ith  the connivance o f fed
eral authorities, the United 
States Lines has finally put ov
er a scheme to continue to run 
its ships into the war zones, in 
violation o f the explicit provi
sions o f the Neutrality Act.

I t  has “ sold”  eight vessels 
to a “ recently formed”  Bel
gian corporation, for which 
the United States Lines w ill 
act as American “ agent.”  The 
ships w ill continue to use the
Chelsea piers as in th e  pa s t, 
sa il the usual run s  and, In  sho rt, 
continue business on the old  basis, 
ju s t as i f  the N e u tra l ity  A c t  nev
er existed.

T ried  Tw ice  Before
The shipowners d idn ’t  waste 

m uch in g e n u ity  in  w o rk in g  o u t 
th is  means to  c ircu m ven t the 
N e u tra l ity  A c t. I t ’s the  same 
scheme th a t  the U n ite d  S tates 
Lines tr ie d  tw ice  before b u t fa ile d  
to p u t over.

The f ir s t  tim e, ju s t a fte r  pas
sage o f the N e u tra l ity  A c t, un
der w h ich  the Roosevelt adm in is
tra t io n  com m itted  its e lf  to keep
in g  A m erican  ships o u t o f w a r 
zones—w ith o u t th is  p rov is ion  in  
the la w  Congress w ou ld  never 
have adopted it ,  as everyone ad
m itte d  a t the tim e — the  line  g o t 
the consent o f the M a r it im e  Com
m ission to  tra n s fe r the ships to  
Panam anian re g is try  th ro u g h  a 
dum m y co rpo ra tion  down there.

T h e  M a r i t i m e  Commission 
could have closed its  eyes to  the  
p la in  v io la tio n  o f the  la w  in 
volved, on ly  w ith  d ire c t and p r io r  
approval o f Roosevelt. B u t the  
ensuing o u tc ry  caused Roosevelt 
to  ve to  ¡the com m ission ’s O .K.—  
u n t il the  o u tc ry  w ou ld  have died 
down.

N orw eg ians B a lked
A  fe w  weeks ago the U n ite d  

States L ines tr ie d  again. I t  g o t 
up  a  N orw eg ian  dum m y corpora 
tion , g o t the consent o f the  M a r i
tim e  Commission, announced the 
sale, and prepared to  sa il the 
ships. B u t then th e  N orw eg ian  
governm ent ba lked a t the  pros
pect o f being in  the m idd le  when 
the ships, c a rry in g  con traband o f 
w a r to  B r it is h  and F rench ports, 
w ou ld  run in to  G erm an subm ar
ines.

A n d  now the  U n ited  S tates 
L ines has found the B e lg ian  gov
ernm ent, w h ich  is speedily p re
p a rin g  fo r  p a rtic ip a tio n  in  the 
w a r on the  side o f the A llie s , a 
w ill in g  f ro n t  in  th is  de libera te v i
o la tion  o f the  N e u tra l ity  A c t.

W h ile  in  th is  w a y  the U n ited  
S tates L ines w i l l  be enabled ¡to 
m ake blood m oney o u t o f the , 
tra ffic  w ith  the  w a rr in g  coun
tries , the prov is ions o f the  N eu
t r a l i t y  A c t  re la t in g  to  the  seago
in g  personnel w i l l  be s t r ic t ly  en
forced. U nder the la w  A m erican  
seamen cannot ship in to  the w a r 
zones. C rews fo r  these ships w i l l  
be im ported  fro m  Europe. 

A m erican  W hen Subm arined 
A s  long  as the ships c a rry  con

traband sa fe ly  between A m erica  
and the A llie d  ports , the  ships 
w il l  pass as "B e lg ian .”  W e can 
be sure, however, th a t  the  m in 
u te  one o f them  gets n icked by  a 
G erm an subm arine a ho w l fo r  
vengeance w i l l  go up fro m  the 
kep t press because an A m erican  
ship has been touched.

T h is  cyn ica l sub te rfuge  o f s a il
in g  these ships in to  the  w a r  zones 
Ifespite th e  p la in  le tte r  o f ^the 
N e u tra l ity  A c t  is  a  'good index 
to  Roosevelt’s w a r plans. “ N eu
t r a l i ty ”  is, fo r  h im , m ere ly  a  hyp
o c r itic a l fo rm u la  unde r which to  
prepare fo r  w ar.

Extension O f 
W ar Fronts 
Nears
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General M otors H ad  A  Bonanza Year, 
B u t Its  Workers Got N o th ing  O ut o f  I t

UNIONS WARNED 
OF FRAMEUP 
IN MINNEAPOLIS

B y GEORGE C L A R K E
1939 was a b ig  bonanza year 

fo r General M otors.
A cco rd in g  to  (he co rp o ra tion ’s 

report on F ebrua ry  7, the coupon 
c lippers cleaned up a cool $183,- 
000,000. The D uP on t crow d took 
$35,000,000 o f the  swag.

L e t’s break down these big  
num bers and see ju s t how the 
p ro fit  was made:

F o r every one o f an estim ated 
225,000 employees the  corpora
tion  took ap p ro x im a te ly  $814. 
The corpora tion  received a  p ro fit 
o f over 50 eents fo r  every do lla r 
pa id  o u t in  wages. A  p ro fit  of 
rou gh ly  $119 a car was made and 
shareholders received $4.04 per 
share o f common stock ou ts tand
ing. T h is  compares w ith  $2.17 re 
ceived by shareholders in  1938. 
P a r value o f GM stock is $10 per 
share.

These big  num bers sm ell lik e  
prospe rity . Yes, indeed. P le n ty  o f 
g ra v y  fo r  the fa t  parasites whose 
fun c tio n  in  production  is sunning 
th e ir  hides on sw anky yach ts in 
F lo r id a  o r reb u ild ing  the ruined 
fo rtunes  o f some broken-down 
European count to  m ake h im  a 
good m atch  w ith  one o f th e ir  
dissipated daughters.

I t  smelled like  p ro spe rity  to  be 
sure— bu t a ll the wage slaves on 
the assembly lines, in  the press 
rooms, the die shop and the 
foundries— the men whose sweat 
and s k il l and muscle made the 
$119 p ro fit  on the Chevrolets, 
Buicks, Cadillacs, Lasalles, Pon- 
tiacs and O ldsmobiles —  a ll they 
g o t was the smell.

W h a t the W orkers  Got
M ost o f the 225,000 w o rke rs  

em ployed by General M oto rs  in 
D e tro it, P ontiac, F lin t,  Saginaw, 
Lans ing  and in  the p lan ts o f Gen
era l M oto rs  fro m  T a rry to w n , 
N . Y . to  Los Angeles, who ave r
age on the conveyor be lt a lm ost 
a car a m inute, d idn ’ t  m ake much 
m ore in  wages fo r  an en tire  year 
than the $814 th a t the corpora
tio n  made in  p ro fit ou t o f each 
man.

The co rpora tion  rqakes b ig  
propaganda ou t o f the alleged 
’■high" wages paid to its  em
ployees. B u t the w o rke rs  o f M ich 
igan, Ohio, Ind ian a  and else
where know  d iffe re n tly .

The “ L u c k y ”  W orkers
L u c k y  is the w o rk e r who puts 

in  nine o r even e igh t m onths of 
th e  yea r w o rk ing . L u cky  is the 
w o rk e r who can get th rou gh  the 
year w ith o u t hav ing  h is car, his 
rad io  and o f’ en his c lo th in g  re 
possessed by the finance corpora
tio n  fo r  fa ilu re  to m ake pay
ments. M ore often , the auto 
w o rk e r feels h im se lf ex trem e ly  
fo rtu n a te  i f  he can ge t th rougn  
the  yea r w ith o u t spending sever
al m onths on the re lie f ro lls . I t ’s 
a ’’r ic h ”  au to w o rk e r th a t can 
keep shoes on his k iddies so they 
can a ttend  school the yea r out.

The O ther W orkers
Even so, these are the ‘ 'fa v o r

ed”  employees. They don’t  in 
clude m ore than  one-fou rth  of 
the in d u s try ’s w o rke rs  who have 
been pushed ou t o f em ploym ent 
by  labo r-sav ing devices, new 
m ach inery  and speeded-up p ro 
duction. The on ly  sm ell they get 
o f the “ p ro sp e rity ”  is the c u rt 
“ no”  o f the personnel m anager 
day in , day out, a t  the  em ploy
m ent office.

A s fa r  as General M o to rs  is 
concerned these men are th rough . 
I f  they ' can ge t on the i-elief rolls, 
w e ll and good. O therw ise, its  
none o f the co rp o ra tion ’s bus i
ness!

The U n ion ’s R esponsib ility
B u t i t  is the business o f the 

au to  w orkers . U nderpa id  auto 
w o rke rs  mean su ffe ring , sem i
s ta rva tio n , insecu rity , m a ln u tr i
t io n  fo r  the ch ild ren, unsan ita ry  
housing conditions. Unem ployed 
au to  w o rke rs  mean a constant 
th re a t to the wage scale o f the 
em ployed—a  steady reserve a rm y  
o f po te n tia l scabs and fascists. I t  
is the  business o f the au to  w o rk 
ers. I t  is  n o t a hopeless problem  
— som eth ing can and m us t be 
done abou t i t !

The U n ite d  A u tom ob ile  W o rk 
er, fro m  w h ich  m ost o f the 
figu res fo r  th is  a rt ic le  are culled 
suggests th a t $200 m ore be pa id 
the employed auto w o rke rs  an
n u a lly  “ and s t i l l  leave p ro fits  
above $150,000,000. T h is  is  a 
p ro fit  figu re  th a t  on ly  one o r tw o  
corpora tions in  the w o rld , aside 
fro m  GM, have ever been able 
to  touch.”

A  ve ry  m odest suggestion. Jus t 
co n tra s t the  fabulous p ro fit  o f 
G M  fo r  1939 w ith  the m iserable 
wages o f its  w orkers , and you be
g in  to  ge t an  idea o f how modest 
th is  suggestion is. Then con tra s t 
th e  present annual wage o f the  
au to  w o rk e r w ith  the  m in im um  
set fo r  s e cu rity  by the  U.S. De
p a rtm e n t o f La b o r and the mod
esty o f the C IO  suggestion be
comes appa lling .

$183,000,000 p ro fit  fo r  General 
M o to rs  coupon c lippe rs  fo r  the 
y e a r 1939! A nd  how  the  parasites 
squander the  m illio n s  made fo r  
the m  by  the  w o rke rs— go ld -p la t-

I t  was ba ttles  lik e  these th a t made General M oto rs  recognize the  A u to  W orke rs ’ 
Union. T h is  p ic tu re  was taken before the huge F ishe r Body No. 1 p la n t in F lin t.  When 
the General M oto rs  W orke rs  h it  the ba ll again, the y  w ill be on the m arch fo r  a  liv in g  
annual «'age f o r  the  men who produce A m erica 's  autom obiles.

NEGRO YOUTH 
BACK JAMAICA 
PICKET LINE

When M a ry  S m ith , a N egro 
g ir l,  and Sol H im m e lfa rb  jo ined 
the P ha rm ac is ts ’ Union, th e ir  
boss, ow ner o f Leach’s Pharm acy 
in  Jam aica, Long  Is land, fired 
them. The tw o  w o rkers  p ro m p tly  
set up a p icke t line.

L a s t week the Y ou th  Council o f 
the N a tion a l A ssocia tion  fo r  the 
Advancem ent o f Colored People 
investiga ted  the  dispute, and sev
era l o f its  members jo ined the 
p icke t line. The ensuing boyco tt 
forced the ow ner to close his 
store u n t il the local P harm acis ts ’ 
Association came to  h is aid.

They appealed to  the loca l pres- 
dent o f the N .A .A .C .P ., D r. H. 
John S ing le ton— who ordered the 
you th  members o f the N .A .A .C .P . 
to cease sup po rting  the s tr ike .

B u t the you th  refused. N ow  the 
boss is dang ling  before the Negro 

■ com m u n ity  an o ffe r o f an a ll-  
N egro shop. He vows th a t, i f  
Negroes w il l  scab, he’l l  never em
p loy w h ites  again. So fa r  his tac
tics  have been e n tire ly  unsuccess
fu l.

ed bathtubs, tw en ty -five  do lla r a j 
p late d inners fo r  m onkeys rigged 
up in  sw a llow -ta iled  coats, $40,- 
000 fo r  a com ing -out p a r ty  fo r  
some bourgeois b ra t, thousands 
fo r  sleek nags and sleeker s ta 
bles— m oney to burn  fo r  pleas
ure-m ad p lu tocra ts .

What- Could Be Done
Jus t suppose th is  $183,000,000 

were tu rn e d  in to  wages and jobs 
fo r  the au to  w orkers :

Hours could be reduced to  30 
hours a week;

75.000 new w o rke rs  (one- 
th ird  m ore) could be added to  
the pa y ro ll a t $1500 a yea r;

225.000 present employees 
would w o rk  th ir t y  hours per 
week fo r the  same wages they  
now receive fo r  fo r ty  hours' 
w o rk .

Is  th is  " re fo rm ”  necessary’  
E ve ry  General M o to rs  w o rke r 
w ill agree— i t  is more than  nec
essary, i t  is im pera tive .

B u t is i t  possible? Here there 
w il l  be hes ita tion  and doubt. I t  
seems a stupendous undertak ing .

I t  Can Be Done!
Yes, bu t the un ion iza tion  of 

General M oto rs  seemed as b ig  a 
job  in  its  tim e  u n til . . . U n t i l the 
w o rke rs  o f FM nt sat down in  the 
plants, barricaded them  aga inst 
cops, v ig ila n tes  and tin -h o rn  sol
d ie rs and swore to  rem ain in  the 
p lan ts  u n t il the la s t s tre tche r 
c a rry in g  the body o f the la s t man 
was carried  out. Then even 
F ra n k  M u rp h y  became a 
“ fr ie n d ” . He d idn ’t  send the N a 
tion a l Guard in  a fte r  the s t r ik 
ers on ly because Sloane, DuPont, 
Knudsen and Co. feared lest 
th e ir  precious m ach inery  be 
scratched by in d ig n a n t w orkers. 
General M o to rs  w en t down on its  
knees. The p lan ts  were un ion
ized.

T ha t was three years ago! The 
s p ir it  o f '37 m ust re tu rn ! The au
to w o rkers  have b igge r stakes to 
f ig h t fo r  in  1940. T im id  offic ia ls 
w ill w a il: " i t  is im possib le” . N o ! 
E v e ry th in g  is possible! The rank 
and file  m ust organize fo r  action 
— w ith  de te rm ina tion , audac ity  
and courage the gains o f 1940 
w il l  m ake the tr iu m p h  o f 1937 
pale in to  insign ificance.

A n  Agitator Stalks In Omaha
Masses Heed H is Hoarse, Com pelling Voice

Subscribe to the 
SOCIALIST APPEAL

B y  C A R L  O’S H E A
O M A H A , N ebr.— The greatest 

a g ita to r  th a t the A m erican  w o rk 
ing  class has ever seen is a t w o rk  
here.

T h is a g ita to r has been a t w o rk  
in  Omaha fo r  several years now. 
He has been w o rk in g  qu ie tly  
am ong the unemployed. Thanks 
to  his inde fa tigab le  w o rk  and his 
organ iza tiona l ta len ts, there is 
today a new unem ployed group 
in Omaha, the Federal W orkers  
Section, w h ich  a lready has over 
fo u r  hundred members and is 
g ro w in g  da ily .

S ta r t in g  in  December, the 
FW S  has m ain ta ined a p icke t 
line  day and n ig h t around the 
c ity  courthouse. In  the  coldest 
weather, unemployed men and 
women m arch g rim -faced  be
fore the  courthouse, bearing 
signs: “ S ingle Men M us t E a t”  
— “ O ur C h ild ren A re  H u n g ry ”  

— “ A m e rica n  W orke rs  W ill N o t 
S ta rve  P eacefu lly ” — “ A ll  W ar 
Funds to  the Unem ployed.”

The FW S  has obtained the” use 
o f the D rive rs  H a ll a t  1222 H a r
ney, where they m eet— where ho t 
lunches are served d a ily — fro m  
where 350 gunnysacks o f food, 
collected fro m  sym pa the tic  m er
chants, have been d is tr ibu te d  to 
needy fam ilies  in the la s t ten 
days. The C entra l Labor U n ion  is 
g iv in g  sym pa the tic  support and 
aid to  the FW S.

A ll  e ffo rts  o f pub lic  officia ls, 
local and na tiona l, to stop the 
g re a t a g ita to r  have been in vain.

He is described as a ta l l  gaun t 
figu re, hollow-eyed, w ith  prom 
inen t cheek bones, a s trange  pa l
lo r. I t  is his voice and his per
suasiveness, however, th a t seem 
to  have impressed m ost o f his 
listeners.

U N E M P L O Y E D  L E A R N  
T H E Y  M U S T  F IG H T

As he ta lk s  in  his deep-tim 
bered, slow, im pressive voice, the 
scales drop fro m  his lis teners ’ 
eyes, and they see the re a lity  o f 
li fe  as i t  has never appeared to 
them  before.

Sensational Offer!!
(for month of February)
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I f  I  had not been to  Omaha 
and ta lked  w ith  the unemployed 
m yself, I  would no t have believed 
it .  B u t l i te ra lly  hundreds o f un
em ployed men and women, in 
ta lk s  w ith  me, have indicated 
th a t the a g ita to r has done his 
jo b  well.

“ L ife  is s trugg le ,”  they  te ll me 
q u ie tly  bu t in  dead earnest. “ On 
one side is ourselves, the w o rk 
ers, the poor, we who have p ro 
duced eve ry th in g  and who have 
no th ing. On the o ther s'ide are 
the  rich , the owners, those who 
produce no th in g  and have eve ry
th ing . They own the courts, the 
cops, the re lie f departm ent, the 
governm ent. They w il l  never give 
us the life  we need and w ant. We 
m ust take it .  A lone we are n o th 
ing. U n ited  we can achieve ev
e ry th in g .”

I t  appears the a g ita to r came 
to  O m aha in 1936, a t about the 
same tim e  E. F. M agare t, busi
ness man, became C ounty R e lie f 
A d m in is tra to r.

M U R D E R  FO R  M O N E Y  
IS  H IS  R E L IE F  P O LIC Y

M agare t has been g e ttin g  away 
w ith  m u rd e r— and th is  is no id le 
phrase— in  Omaha fo r  fo u r  years 
riow. Backed by  the em ployers 
o f Omaha, M ag are t soon p u t in 
to  effect a “ pay-as-you-go”  po l
icy.

M ag are t has a sim ple three- 
po in t program . I f  there is an em
ployable m em ber o f the fa m ily , 
w hethe r he has w o rk  o r not, th a t 
fa m ily  cannot ge t on re lie f rolls. 
There are no allowances fo r  ren t, 
gas, w a te r, e le c tr ic ity  o r fue l. A ll 
s ingle men are denied re lie f. "W e 
aim  to  restore in d iv idu a l in i t i 
a tive  by  fo rc in g  men to go out 
and ge t w o rk , instead o f expect
in g  the governm ent to  take care 
o f th e ir  fam ilies ,”  exp la ins M ag
aret.

M agare t boasts th a t re lie f 
costs in  O m aha are 4 cents per 
cap ita  per m onth.

You have heard o f w h a t’s hap
pening to  the unem ployed in  
Ohio and elsewhere, b u t you 
haven’t  heard a n y th in g  lik e  w h a t 
goes on in  Omaha. I f  i t  w eren’t  
fo r  W P A , th in gs  w ou ld  have 
been s t i l l  worse. A n d  W P A  has 
been cu t fro m  11,000 la s t year 
to  5,300 today. To boot, m any 
w o rkers  have been la id  o ff P W A .

A c tu a lly , in  the la rge  c ity  of 
Omaha on ly  s ixteen hundred 
fam ilies  on d ire c t re lie f a re  per
m itte d . In  December, the c ity  
spent $9,198 fo r  re lie f, n o t much 
more th a n  i t  spent, in  a ll l ik e l i
hood, in  1928 and 1929.

lu tin g s  go t so bad recen tly  
th a t even the Jun io r League 
became Interested, in v e s tig a t
ed, and found  cases o f ch ild ren  
fa in t in g  o f hunger in  school, 
o f sickness unattended, o f mass 
m a ln u tr it io n , o f m any cases o f 
ac tua l s ta rva tion .
Y e t, w ith  people dead fro m  

hunger, M a g a re t has ava ilab le  in  
the coun ty  tre a s u ry  fo r  re lie f 
purposes a to ta l o f $391,092.93. 
O f th is  on ly  $15,000 has been ear
m arked— fo r  a W P A  west side 
sewer p ro jec t. M ag a re t expects 
to  end the year 1940 in  the black, 
as he has every year.

“ The coun ty  com m issioners are 
behind me,”  he boasts. “ They ’d

be tte r be, o r the b e tte r elem ent 
in  O m aha w il l  d rive  them  ou t o f 
office.

R E L IE F  O F F IC IA L  B A C K E D  
B Y  F A S C IS T  S H E E T

The ta x  payers and p ro p e rty  
owners’ associations indeed sup
p o rt him . M a g a re t’s best fr ie n d  
and loudest supporte r is Charles 
B. Hudson, 48, e d ito r o f "A m e r
ica in  D anger,”  a w eek ly  m im eo
graphed sheet, avowed fasc is t, 
an ti-S em ite , fo rm e r com pany’ 
un ion organ izer, defender of 
Charles Coughlin and the C h ris 
tian  F ro n t, fr ie n d  o f Rev. Gerald 
W inrod, aide o f General M osely 
w ith  whom  Hudson appeared 
when the general testified  before 
the Dies com m ittee a few  m onths 
ago.

"H udson is do ing a lo t  of 
good,”  says M agare t. “ A nd he is 
g e ttin g  m ore support fro m  busi
ness men a ll the tim e .”

W ith  broad layers o f the com
m u n ity  aroused aga inst M agare t 
and his fasc is t friend , fee ling  is 
today a t w h ite  heat in  Omaha. 
Each day m ore jobless come to 
jo in  the p icke t line.

"The police departm ent has o f
fered to  in te rfe re ,”  sta tes M ag
are t, “ b u t I ’ve to ld  them  to  w a it 
aw h ile ."

The g re a t a g ita to r  is hav ing  a 
field day, and is d r iv in g  M agare t 
crazy. H is  spies can’t  discover the 
a g ita to r  and yeste rday M agare t 
denied the fe llo w  even existed.

T H E  A G IT A T O R  S P E LLS  
H IS  N A M E  O U T

B u t la te  in  the a fte rnoon the 
a g ita to r phoned fro m  the a irp o rt. 
A cco rd ing  to  a Federal W orkers  
Section m em ber who was w ith  
him . he to ld  M ag are t he was go
ing  to  m ake a to u r o f the en tire  
country . He said he was go ing 
to  organize the unem ployed ev
erywhere. He said he w ou ld  be 
back in  Omaha to  find  o u t i f  
M agare t were s t i l l  ho ld ing  down 
his job  and the unemployed. He 
to ld  M agare t he was ta k in g  a 
plane o u t o f town. Before he le ft, 
he said, he w ou ld  f ly  over the 
courthouse and spell h is name in  
the sky  in  le tte rs  fifte en  hundred 
fee t across.

I t  was a w onderfu l p u b lic ity  
s tun t. The Omaha rad io  s ta tion  
im m ed ia te ly  p icked i t  up. E v e ry 
body was o u t w a tch in g  as a 
sm all plane shot above the c ity  
and began zoom ing over the 
courthouse, leav ing  a wake o f 
w ritin g -sm o ke  behind it .  M ag a r
et was te r r ib ly  excited, the y  say, 
and called f ra n t ic a lly  to  the  a rm y 
post to  send in  an a n t i-a irc ra ft  
gun and some p u rs u it planes and 
ge t the s k y -w rite r .

B u t the a g ita to r zoomed 
tow ards the East. Behind h im  
s ix  fa d in g  le tte rs  d r ifte d  fro m  
the p icke tlin e  a t the courthouse 
over the w o rke rs ’ section o f Om a
ha. The people gasped when they 
s lo w ly  spelled o u t the le tte rs. 
They read H U N G E R .

L F  T H E  N U M B E R  O N  Y O U R  
W R A P P E R  IS  N U M B E R

8
Y O U R  S U B S C R IP T IO N  E X 
P IR E S  W IT H  T H IS  IS S U E . 
R E N E W  Y O U R  S U B  N O W !

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
M inneapo lis to aid in  the fo rm a 
tio n  o f these “ independent u n 
ions.”  A t  th a t tim e  the a n t i- la 
bor Associated Indus tries  o f 
M inneapo lis launched a d rive  to 
raise a w a r fund  o f $315,000 to  
finance an am b itious  an ti-un ion  
program .

In  a sta tem ent published in  the 
A ug ust 4, 1938 issue o f the
N o rth w e s t O rgan izer, the Team 
sters Jo in t Council organ, de
nouncing the  o rder then issued 
by Judge Reed p e rm itt in g  the 
finks  access to the un ion ’s rec
ords, the union said:

Records Open to  Labor
“ W e have no hes ita tion  w h a t

soever in  th ro w in g  open o u r rec
ords to  the tr ibu na ls  o f organized 
labor. So fa r  as ou r financ ia l rec
ords are concerned, these have 
been re g u la r ly  audited, bo th by 
accountants fo r  the In te rn a tio n 
al B rotherhood o f Team sters, and 
by a reputab le  f irm  o f public ac
countants. W h a t we ob ject to is 
p e rm itt in g  enemies o f labor ac
cess to  ou r records. T h a t is the 
issue involved in  Judge Reed’s 
order.

O ur stand is backed by the  
Team sters J o in t Council and by 
the M inneapo lis C entra l Labor 
U nion. In  the ensuing f ig h t we 
have the aid and counsel o f our 
superio r body, the In te rn a tio n a l 
B rotherhood o f Team sters. We 
m ere ly  continue the g lo rious t r a 
d itio n  o f the trade union move
m ent, th a t labo r and labo r alone 
shall have access to  the records 
o f the labo r movement.

Gives Secrets to  Enem y 
"W h a t Judge Reed has done is 

to order us to  surrender ou r in 
nerm ost secrets to men w ho do 
no t deny th e ir  m em bership in  the 
‘Associated Council o f Indepen
dent U n ions’ , an open enem y of 
a ll unionism , an em ployer- 
financed o rgan iza tion  whose open 
tie  w ith  fasc is t gangste r bands 
was c le a rly  revealed on F rid a y  
nights, Ju ly  29, a t the S ilve r 
S h irts ’ m eeting  in  A rk  H a ll.

A t  th is  m eeting, closed to  the 
public, the ‘independent un ion ’ 
o rgan iza tion , by arrangem en t 
w ith  the S ilve r S h ir t leaders, ap
proached each p a rtic ip a n t and 
provided h im  w ith  lite ra tu re  in 
v it in g  him- to jo in  the ‘indepen
dent un ion ’ , , w h ile  the S ilve r 
S h ir t speakers called upon th e ir  
lis teners  to  organ ize armed bands 
to  ra id  the headquarters o f L o 
cal 544. . . .

U n ion -B usting  Device 
" I f  Judge" Reed’s o rder is ’ per- 

m itte d  to  stand unchallenged, i t  
means th a t any group o f reac
tio n a ry  bosses has on ly  to  p la n t 
a few  stool-pigeons in  a un ion; 
when they are exposed, have 
them  in s titu te  s u it aga inst the 
union fo r  an accounting o f funds; 
and then the co u rt w i l l  g ive the 
stoo l-p igeons’ a tto rneys  access, 
not on ly  to the financ ia l accounts, 
bu t to every w r itte n  record of 
the union.

“ E ve ry  un ion m an everywhere 
w il l  im m ed ia te ly  understand 
w h a t a dead ly b low  to  un ionism  
would be dea lt by th is  process.
. . . B y  the ve ry  na tu re  o f th e ir  
func tion , unions are engaged in  
con flic t, now quiescent, now 
sharp, w ith  the em ployers fro m  
whom  they are seeking be tte r 
wages and w o rk in g  conditions. In  
th is  s trugg le , bo th  sides have to 
solve various problem s o f s tra te 
gy  and tac tics , and no union 
could be long successful whose 
s tra teg ica l and ta c tic a l decisions 
w ere  know n to the opposing em
ployers.

Inva luab le  to  Bosses
The m inutes o f the  E xecu tive  

Board o f a s trong  union are 
w o rth  tens o f thousands o f do l
la rs to the hostile  em ployers. E v 
en such an appa ren tly  duplicab le 
item  as the m em bership m a ilin g  
lis t, possession o f w h ich  can have 
such m an ifo ld  uses, w ou ld  o rd in 
a r i ly  be an enorm ous task  even 
fo r  the m ost po w e rfu l em ploy
ers’ agency; where as by  the 
cou rts ’ o rder these stool pigeons 
can photograph th is  as w e ll as 
every o th e r k in d  o f record kep t 
by the union.

“ In  a w o rd : a union has the 
same ob jection to  p e rm ittin g  
the  enemy to  sc ru tin ize  its  doc
um ents, plans, books, etc., as 
does the  U n ited  S tates G overn
m en t have to  a  po te n tia l ene
m y s c ru tin iz in g  its  in d u s tr ia l 
and m il ita ry  resources and 
plans. . .

Labor on Guard
Judge Reed's o rder was not 

ca rried  o u t then. I t  was fo u g h t 
o u t in  the  h igh e r courts , then 
sent back fo r  m od ifica tion  to  the 
lo w e r courts. M eanw hile  the  un
ion g o t m ore in fo rm a tio n  on the 
an ti-u n io n  ro le  o f th e  p la in tiffs , 
and th is  was presented to  Judge 
C a rro ll. B u t in  sp ite  o f th is  he 
gave the  fin k s ’ a tto rneys  and ac
countan ts access to  the  un ion ’s 
records.

M inneapo lis  labo r is on guard, 
w a it in g  fo r  the ne x t a tte m p t a t 
a fram eup.

WORKERS’  FORUM
TY P O  U N IO N  D R O P P E D  BY 
ST. LO U IS  C E N T R A L  BO DY 
E d ito r:

The A F L  C entra l Trades and 
Labo r U n ion on Feb. 11 suspend
ed Typog raph ica l U n ion  Local 
No. 8 fro m  m em bership, on o r 
ders fro m  W illia m  Green.

W illia m  B rand t, C en tra l Trades 
secre tary, was in s tru c te d  by the 
body to  include in  the m otion  a 
decla ra tion  th a t the  body disap
proves suspension o f the p rin te rs . 
B ra n d t h im se lf declared:

“ F o u r- f if th s  o f the  delegates 
here do not w a n t to  suspend 
Local 8. I  know  B il l  Green has 
no use fo r  me and I  have less 
use fo r  h im . B u t here is h is 
le tte r, te ll in g  us to  dissociate 
ourselves fro m  Loca l 8, and i f  
we do n o t com ply, our ch a rte r 
fro m  the A F L  w il l  be lifte d . 
I t  is  a  cold-blooded p roposition  
w h ich con fron ts  us. I  don’t  lik e  
it .  B u t we m ust cast aside a ll 
sen tim en t and look to  the fu 
tu re  o f th is  body. I f  ou r cha r- ■ 
te r  is lifte d , another cen tra l 
body w i l l  be set up here.”

W . J. Gibbons, president o f L o 
cal 8 (he is a reactionary , he was 
opposed to  the la te  In te rn a tio n a l 
P resident H o w a rd ), blamed the 
p lig h t 'o f the p r in te rs  un ion on 
in te rn a tio n a l officers who had 
sought to  lead the p r in te rs  in to  
the CIO. "T h is  action  by  Green,”  
he declared, w ill do no good; i t  
suspends 80,000 m embers fro m

the A F L  na tion a lly . A nd  then, 
hav ing  k icked 80,000 m em bers o f 
the federa tion  out, he w i l l  send 
ou t organ izers to  organ ize the 
unorganized. Green can te ll th is  
body i t  m us t suspend the p r in t
ers. bu t when he was here re 
ce n tly  he could no t find  tim e  to 
ad ju s t a d ispute between the fire 
m en and o ile rs  un ion and the  en- 

I g ineers un ion.”  F unny th in g  is 
! th a t G ibbons was in  accord w ith  
k ic k in g  o u t the CIO  unions fo u r  
years ago.

J. W . W illia m s , one-tim e na
tio n a l p resident o f the A F L  
B u ild in g  Trades D epartm ent, and 
now a delegate o f the M usic ians 
U n ion, said:

“ I  p re d ic t th a t  we w il l  soon 
see a d iffe re n t set-up in  the 
A F L  The skids are greased fo r 
B i l l  Green, he is on his w ay 
out. B u t we «111 have to  vote 
to  com p ly  w ith  his order. He 
and the  higher-ups in the  fed 
e ra tion  have us by the  th ro a t.
I  th in k  we should express our 
resentm ent.”
N a tio n a l leaders o f the T ypo 

g ra ph ica l U n ion  have ind ica ted 
the y  in tend  to  go along indepen
d e n tly  in  the hope th a t the d is
pute between the A F L  and C IO  
is settled. T h e ir  re fusa l to pay 
the assessment to  the w ar-chest 
to  f ig h t  the CIO  is good pressure 
on the A F L  fo r  a decent peace.

H. V. Rom er
S t. Louis, Mo.

The colum n o f Red Sunday-ites 
is g ro w in g —bu t ve ry  s low ly. ’lo o  
s lo w ly  to  record th is  week an ap
preciable difference in  Appeal 
c ircu la tion .

Boston and D e tro it  are s t i l l  the 
ODly tw o branches de fin ite ly  ac t
ive ly  cari-y ing  on Red Sundays— 
a t least so fa r  as we have in fo r 
m ation  in  th is  office.

We have promises, however, 
fro m  branches th a t they in tend 
to begin the w o rk . W e’l l  publish 
them  so the  branches w il l  feel 
they m ust make good on th e ir  
w o rd :

F l in t :  “ N ow  we’re re-organ iz- 
n ig  Red Sunday sales and hope 
to  be able to  increase ou r bundle 
soon. . . .” — F ra n k  D a rt.

Lynn , Mass.: “ W e are in s t i tu t 
in g  ‘Red Sundays’ here in  L yn n  
w h ich  prom ise to  be ve ry  f r u i t 
fu l. . . .” — F.D.

A k ro n , O.: "E ith e r  the com ing 
Sunday o r the Sunday a f te r  we 
are go ing to t r y  the  Red Sunday 
system  to see w h a t the  possib il
ities  are. . . .” — TC.

Thanks fo r  the  prom ises! Now  
how about a  l i t t le  ac tion?

I f  you w a n t to know  how 
f r u i t f u l  Red Sundays are and 
"w h a t the poss ib ilities  a re ”  read 
th is  le tte r  fro m  D e tro it :

“ The enclosed rem ittan ce  o f 
ten bucks was raised in  three 
m orn ings in  house-to-house 
Appea l d is tr ib u tio n . A n  aver
age o f th ree comrades p a r t ic i
pated each tim e  fo r  abou t an 
hour and a h a lf.” — G. Lam on ti.

A nd  now w e ’re in  a  position  to 
te ll the inside t ru th  o f how Red 
Sundays took ho ld in  Boston. I t  
comes fro m  an a c to r comrade 
whose show is  now on the road: 

“ The la te s t Appea l had a 
Red Sunday a rtic le  te ll in g  how 
Boston has fo llow ed D e tro it ’s 
exam ple. 1 am sure I  had a 
g re a t deal to  do w ith  th is . I  
trave lle d  fro m  D e tro it  to  Bos
ton  on Xm as— stayed in  Boston 
tw o  weeks. T o ld  them  every 
day th a t D e tro it  was w ay 
ahead o f them  in  E V E R Y  
W A Y . R id icu led th e ir  u n w ill
ingness to  p a rtic ip a te  in  door- 
to-door. A nd  E IG H T  days in  
succession w e n t ou t w ith  l i te r 
a tu re  fo r  an hour o r m ore in  
the  b lack and w h ite  ghettoes 
of the  tow n . F o u r d iffe re n t 
comrades pa rtic ip a te d  —  tw o  
go ing ou t tw ice— tw ice  I  was 
alone. I  guess I  was no t very  
popu lar the re  fo r  several rea
sons. Perhaps I  scolded them  
w ith o u t unders tand ing a ll th e ir  
problem s, etc. .
D on’t  w o rry , comrade. Y ou  did 

a g re a t job  in  Boston. I ’m  sure 
the Boston comrades are g ra te 
fu l fo r  the  l i t t le  push you gave 
them . I t  resu lted in  an en thus i
astic  d rive— and an increase, by 
100 copies in  th e ir  re g u la r bun
dle order. I  can assure you th a t 
the comrades in  the  office and 
a ll over the  c o u n try  are deeply 
apprec ia tive  o f y o u r w o rk .

*  *  *

S P E C IA L  E D IT IO N S  O F  
T H E  S O C IA L IS T  A P P E A L

L a s t week w e published tw o  
ed itions o f the  S oc ia lis t Appeal. 
The second ed ition, w h ich  m ost 
comrades d idn ’ t  see, consisted o f 
1,000 copies w ith  a  special N ew 
a rk  headline as fo llo w s : “ V O TE  
‘N O ’ O N T H E  N E W A R K  C IT Y  
M A N A G E R  P L A N ” . In  a ll o ther 
respects the ed itio n  was th e  same 
as the  one you received. N e w a rk

bad a special election over the 
la s t weekend and ou r comrades 
there p u t on a  special drive-, of 
s tree t sales to b r in g  the  p a r ty  
p ro g ra m  fo rw a rd . F rom  a ll re-, 
po rts  the  special Appea l m et 
w ith  considerable success in  New 
ark .

W e recommend th is  m ethod to 
o ther c itie s  —  p a r tic u la r ly  those 
on thé  W est Coast w h ich  have 
d is tin c t problem s and d is tin c t is 
sues. Th is m ethod beats special 
m im eographed leafle ts a ll hollow. 
N e w ark  g o t a  special ra te  on its  
papers. O thers can expect s im i
la r  trea tm e n t. I t ’s a proposal 
w e ll w o r th  considering fo r  re lie f 
crises, . .e lection campaigns, 
s trikes , un ion conventions, etc., 
etc.

*  *  *

T R Y  Y O U R  H A N D I -  
B IG  P O S S IB IL IT IE S

Tw o weeks ago we received 
one d o lla r fro m  a sym pa th ize r in  
St. Louis w ith  an o rder fo r  33 
copies o f the  Appeal. L a s t week 
we received tw o  do lla rs  doub ling 
the  o rder to  66. H ere ’s the le tte r  
th a t came w ith  the m oney:

“ In  the f ir s t  place I  don’t  t r y  
to  sell copies. I f  I  can, w e ll and 
good, however, m y  m a in  ob ject
ive  is  to  see th a t th e y ’re  read.
I  w a tch  m y  chance a t the  P ub lic  
L ib ra ry  and place tw o  copies on 
the newspaper rack. O f course 
they 're  soon discovered and ripped 
down, b u t no t before e igh t 
o r ten people have looked th ru  
them. The dow ntow n ‘Y ’ gets 
three copies. Ten copies are con
ven ien tly  le f t  in  shops. M y  ana l
ysis is th a t when the y ’re found 
one o f tw o  th in g s  happens— i t  
fa lls  im m e d ia te ly  on fe r t ile  
ground and is read, o r  the  person 
im m ed ia te ly  th in k s  ’propaganda’ . 
‘A t  least,’ he th inks , ‘I ’ve found 
som eth ing I  know  to  be propa
ganda'. So he reads i t  to  m ake 
sure. Then he’s lo s t; fo r  i f  he 
can read he can p a r t ia l ly  under
stand. The ne x t tim e  he w on ’t  
consider te a rin g  it ,  he’l l  read i t  
fro m  page one to  page fou r.

“ Y ou r experience m ay lead you 
to sm ile a t m y  theoriz ing . P e r
haps I  am  w rong, bu t when they 
s ta r t  ask ing  fo r  copies, buy ing  
them , then we sha ll bo th  laugh, 
no t fo r  d iffe re n t reasons e ither.

“ No m a tte r. I  d id  have a b it  
m ore than a  m odicum  o f success 
w ith  m y f irs t  bundle, p lac ing 
abou t ten copies d ire c tly  in  the 
hands o f w orkers. W orke rs  th a t 
I  know  w i l l  read them.

" I ts  re a lly  am azing the num 
ber o f people who e n te rta in  com 
m un is t ideas, ta lk  o f them , and 
y e t shout down the name o f com
m unism  as som eth ing disagree
able and fo re ig n  to democracy. 
I t ’s the press I  suppose, b u t nev
ertheless the p o ss ib ility  o f gu id 
in g  those ideas in to  decisive ac
t io n  is there.

“ Please don’t  regard  me as~a 
y o u th fu l p rose ly te  w ho ’s to y in g  
w ith  rad ica l ideas. I  can’ t  a ffo rd  
to  to y  w ith  a n y th in g  to  the tune 
o f $2.00 a week. T h a t’s about 
one-s ix th  o f m y  sa lary. I 'm  w o rk 
in g  a t and s tu d y in g  a  cause 
w h ich  I  believe to  be ju s t  and 
p ra c tica l, and I  hope th a t  I  m ay 
prove a valuable m em ber o f the  
m ovem ent in  tim e. . . .” — M .V .

Go to  it ,  com rade! Y o u ’re p ro v 
in g  you rse lf a  hundredfo ld  today. 
Y ou r experience w i l l  be o f value 
everywhere.



S O C I A L I S T  A P P E A L
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On the ground th a t th e ir  confessions were ex
to rted  by to rtu re , the U.S. Supreme C ourt upheld 
the pe titio n  o f fo u r young  Negroes aga inst sen
tence o f death by the  Supreme C ourt o f F lo rida .

In  M ay 1933 an e lde rly  w h ite  m an was m u r
dered in  Pompano, F lo rida . Im m ed ia te ly  the m u r
der was discovered, between 25 and 40 Negroes 
were arrested, am ong them  the pe titioners. F rom  
M ay 14 to  M ay 20, the 25 to  40 N egro suspects 
were subjected to  question ing and cross-ques
tion in g , resu ltin g  in  the “ confessions o f the fo u r 
accused." The evidence compels Justice B lack  to 
sta te  th a t " th e  prisoners a t no tim e  d u rin g  the 
week were pe rm itte d  to  see o r con fer w ith  coun
sel o r  a s ing le  fr ie n d  o r re la tive . W hen carried  
s in g ly  fro m  his cell and subjected to  questioning, 
each found him self, a syig le  prisoner, surrounded 
in  a fo u rth  floo r ja i l  room  by fo u r  to ten men, the 
C ounty Sheriff, his deputies, a conv ic t guard, and 
o th e r w h ite  officers and citizens o f the  com m un
ity .  As an ex-K u  K lu x  K lanner and a Southerner, 
B la ck  understood w e ll the significance o f the 
fo u rth  floor. A  Negro knows th a t a t any tim e  in  
these proceedings he is liab le  to  be th ro w n  ou t 
o f the w indow , a fte r  w h ich  his questioners would 
un ited ly  sw ear th a t he had jum ped.

The necessary confessions were obtained. Jus
tice  B la ck  quotes, “ They b r in g  one o f them  a t a 
tim e  'backw ards  and fo rw a rds  u n t il they con
fessed.”  They were tr ie d  and sentenced on no 
o th e r evidence than these confessions.

Here is a  ta le , one o f ten  thousand, o f the o r
ganized te rro r  aga inst Negroes, by citizens, K u  
K lu x  K lanners, lynch  mobs, judges, sheriffs, po
licemen, sta te  governors, and Federal au thorities , 
by w h ich  the  m illio ns  o f Negroes are k e p t in  
economic and p o lit ic a l subjection fo r  the g re a te r 
g lo ry  o f c a p ita lis t p ro fits  and the m aintenance of 
A m erican  “ dem ocracy.”  E v e ry  yea r there  are 
hundreds o f s im ila r  cases, m ost o f w h ich  do n o t-  
reach the Supreme C ourt a t all.

Justice Black Prepares For War
Today, however, the re  is a w a r in Europe, in 

w h ich  the  A m erican  cap ita lis ts  are p lann ing  to 
in tervene. B r it is h  and G erm an im peria lism  are a t 
each o th e r’s th roa ts  fo r  the red iv is ion  o f the 
w orld , and A m erican  cap ita lism  seeks to  become 
the dom inan t w o rld  power. The A m erican  people 
m ust be m obilized fo r  w ar, and such is the bank
ru p tc y  o f the c a p ita lis t system, th a t  in  its  mad 
p u rs u it of im p e ria lis t aims, i t  has to  fa ll back on 
the ta tte red , to rn , and blood-stained slogan o f the 
“ defense o f dem ocracy.”

The Supreme C ourt the re fo re  takes th is  case 
as a p la tfo rm  fro m  w h ich  to pon tifica te  on the 
ev ils  o f to ta lita r ia n is m  and the benefits o f “ dem
ocracy,”  as exem plified in  the  Supreme C ourt of 
the U n ited  States. Justice B lack  has the im p u 
dence to  m ake m ore than one reference to  the 
F ou rte en th  Am endm ent, w h ich  was th row n  in to  
the w aste-paper basket by m any Southern states 
the  day a fte r  i t  was passed and has rem ained 
there  since. He 'speaks o f “ lib e rty - lo v in g  people,”  
p ic tu res  the Supreme C ourt as defender o f the 
r ig h ts  o f “ the poor, the igno ran t, the num erica lly  
weak, the  friendless and th e  powerless,”  and con
tras ts  the A m erican  w a y  w ith  the “ rack, the 
thum bscrew , the wheel, s o lita ry  confinem ent,”  
and the exalted power o f “ some governm ents to 
punish m anufactured crim e d ic ta to r ia lly .”  He 
concludes on a h igh  note: “ U nde r o u r co n s titu 
tion a l system, cou rts  stand aga inst any w inds 
th a t b low  as havens o f refuge. . . . ”

The Negro People Know Better!
Some o f the Scottsboro boys are s t i l l  in  ja il.  

E v e ry  yea r Negroes are lynched, no t on ly  those 
th a t  are lis ted in  the press b u t the qu ie t, w e ll-o r
ganized do ing-aw ay w ith  Negroes who in  one w ay 
o r another th rea ten  "w h ite  suprem acy.”  In  s ta te  
a fte r  s ta te  Negroes cannot vote. They are de
prived  o f th e ir  social and p o lit ic a l r ig h ts  by  bru te  
force. The decisions o f a ll cou rts  in  th e ir  fa v o r 
are ignored o r flouted. They are con s tan tly  in s u lt
ed, beaten up, te rro rized . T h e ir groans and p ro 
tests, som etim es subduod, now f la r in g  up as the 
persecution becomes in to le rab le , are the perm an
ent accom panim ent o f A m erican  life . A nd y e t th is  
ex-m em ber o f the K lan, w ith  h is eyes on his 
s c r ip t and h is m ind on im p e ria lis t w a r, reads his 
piece about A m erican  cou rts  being a haven of 
re fuge against w inds th a t  blow.

The press has taken its  cue and has repeated 
in  sw e lling  chorus the theme o f the d is tinguished 
soloist. "W e are no t as they .”  A nd i f  “ we,”  whose, 
cou rts  are a haven aga inst a ll the  w inds th a t 
blow, are n o t as “ they,”  the d ic ta torsh ips, should
n 't  we be ready to  die fo r  these p riv ileges?  The 
fifteen  m illio n  cheated Negroes, the  m illio ns  of 
unem ployed and the r s ta rv in g  fam ilies, w i l l  know  
how to tre a t th is  im pudent piece o f w a r propa
ganda, th is  b la ta n t se lf- ju s tifica tio n , th is  stup id  
a ttem p t to th ro w  dust in to  the eyes o f the Negro 
people.

Justice B lack has lifte d  the case o f these un
fo rtu n a te  Negroes ( fo r  i f  the re  was any evidence 
aga inst them  i t  would have been heard) fro m  its  
place as one o f a never-ending lis t  o f ty ra n n y  and 
in jus tice  in to  a plea fo r  the support o f A m erican 
and its  im p e ria lis tic  adventures aboard. B u t the 
ty ra n n y  and violence o f three hundred years are 
no t pushed aside so easily. They w il l  be pushed 
aside no t by rosy-hued lies fro m  a w a r-m onger’s 
loud-speaker, b u t by 'the un ited  voice o f m illions  
o f w o rkers , b lack and w h ite , shou ting  the slogans 
o f socialism . They w i l l  be destroyed on ly  when 
the system  w h ich  breeds them  is destroyed. O ur 
a im  is  the destruction  n o t on ly  o f the naked dic
ta to rsh ips  abroad b u t o f the th in ly  veiled d ic 
ta to rsh ips  a t home.

Men Wanted— in the Army
The one em ployer th a t s t i l l  has p le n ty  o f jobs 

is the  U.S. A rm y . Uncensored fo r  Jan. 27 gives 
th is  fro m  a lis t  o f re c ru it in g  h in ts  sent to  A rm y  
officers:

"4. Some o f the sources fo r  young men are: 
those unem ployed: on re lie f; ex-enlisted men. . . 
and young men o f m il ita ry  and adventurous dis
position .”  One special re c ru it in g  appeal the A r 
m y  now makes to  unem ployed yo u th  is the 
chance to lea rn  a  trade.

How  doth the little  crocodile 
Im prove his shining ta il,

And pour the w aters of the N ile  
On every golden scale!

How  cheerfully he seems to grin,
How  neatly spreads his claws,

And welcomes little  fishes in  
W ith  gently sm iling jaw s!

ON THE WAP IN  FINLAND

W hy We Should Defend the Soviet Union
B y  A L B E R T  G O L D M A N  

I I I .
I t  w ou ld  indeed be fo rtu n a te  if, 

once hav ing  a rrive d  a t the con
clusion th a t to defend the Soviet 
U n ion is the d u ty  o f every w o rk 
er, we could s im p ly  proceed to 
say to the Russian, the F inn ish  
and the w o rke rs  o f a ll o the r 
countries : do yo u r u tm os t to  see 
to  i t  th a t the Red A rm y  is v ic 
to rious and to make F in land  p a rt 
o f the te r r ito ry  o f the Soviet U n 
ion.

A s sim ple as a ll th a t w ou ld  be 
ou r task  i f  Len in  and T ro ts k y  
were s t i l l  a t the  he lm  in  the So
v ie t Union. The problem , a t pres
ent, alas, is n o t so sim ple. The 
mere fa c t th a t we have to  discuss 
the question o f w he the r o r no t to 
defend the Soviet U n ion is in d ic 
a tive  o f the  trem endous change 
th a t has taken  place since the 
days o f Len in  and T ro tsky .

The degeneration o f the w o rk 
ers' sta te  under the S ta lin is t re
gim e makes the ta sk  o f defend
in g  the Soviet U n ion  fa r  m ore 
com plicated. A t  the same tim e  
th a t we are engaged in  defending 
i t  aga inst the  c a p ita lis t a rm y, in  
o rder to defend i t  m ore effective
ly  in  the s tru g g le  aga inst im p e ri
a lism  i t  is necessary to  s trugg le  
aga inst the S ta lin is t bureaucracy.

They w ho look fo r  a sim ple so
lu tio n  can find  i t  e ith e r in  de
fend ing  bourgeois F in lan d  o r in 
be ing in d iffe re n t to the  v ic to ry  o f 
e ith e r side. The S ta lin is ts  also 
have a sim ple so lu tion : defend 
the Soviet U n ion  by defending ev
e ry th in g  th a t S ta lin  does. Revolu-

tion & ry  M arx is ts , however, m ust 
ca re fu lly  analyze a ll the fac to rs  
invo lved and decide w h a t they  are 
defending and how they should 
defend it.
W H Y  W E  IR K E C O N 'C IL E A B L Y  
S TR U G G LE  A G A IN S T  S T A L IN

O ur s trugg le  aga inst S ta lin  has 
been m o tiva ted  fun dam e n ta lly  on 
the ground th a t his ideas and p o l
ic ies weaken the Soviet Union 
and consequently the  wo rid  re v i-  
1 iilou . The p roposition  can l ik e 
wise be pu t the o th e r w ay around. 
S ta i'n 's  ideas and policies weaken 
the w o rld  revo lu tion  and conse
quen tly  the Soviet U nion. The 
tw o are in e x tr ic a b ly  bound to 
gether.

We fo u g h t aga inst his destruc
tion  o f the dem ocra tic r ig h ts  of 
the Soviet w o rkers , his po licy  o f 
forced co llec tiv iza tion , h is fo re ign  
po licy  based on alliances w ith  
c a p ita lis t powers; we fo u g h t ag
a inst his theoi-y o f socialism  
in one cou n try  and aga ins t his 
theory  o f des troy ing  fascism  by 
f ig h tin g  fo r  bourgeois dem ocra
cy; we fo u g h t aga inst a ll o f these 
because the y  weakened the Soviet 
U nion. These S ta lin is t policies 
d isoriented and confused the 
w o rkers  w ith in  and w ith o u t the 
Soviet Union, thus w eakening the 
w o rke rs ’ state.

I f  there was an y th in g  fu r th e r  
needed to convince us th a t S ta l
in ism  m ust be ove rth row n  in  o r
der to  increase the  s treng th  of 
the Soviet U n ion so th a t  i t  could 
be m ore adequate ly defended, 
S ta lin ’s adventure in  F in land 
w ou ld  have done it .  The Soviet

U n ion m ust be defended no t on ly 
aga inst the im p e ria lis ts  b u t also 
aga inst the S ta lin is t bureaucracy.

The-R ussian w o rke rs  have tw o  
enemies, the im p e ria lis ts  w ith 
out, the bureaucracy w ith in . Both 
endanger the existence o f the 
sta te  w h ich the Russian w o rkers  
created by superhum an sacrifice. 
The question arises: does the de
fense o f the Soviet Un ion require 
th a t d u rin g  a w a r aga inst im p e ri
a lism  the s trugg le  aga inst the 
bureau- racy  should cease ? .And 
the answer is a decisive “ N o ! ”  
I f  the Russian w o rke rs  see a 
chance to ove rth row  the S ta lin is t 
reg im e they shpuld do so even 
when the Soviet. U n ion  is involved 
in  a w ar. The Soviet U n ion  w ill 
thereby be strengthened trem en
dously.
T H E  M A IN  E N E M Y  IS  
W O R LD  IM P E R IA L IS M !

B u t i t  m ust be c le a rly  under
stood a t a ll tim es th a t the s tru g 
gle aga ins t the bureaucracy 
should be subord inated to  the 
s trugg le  against the im p e ria lis t 
enemy. The m ain enemy is im 
pe ria lism  and d u rin g  a w a r be
tween the Soviet U n ion  and im 
pe ria lism  i t  is absolute ly im pera
tive  fo r  the w o rkers  to prevent 
a v ic to ry  o f im peria lism . I t  would 
be a trem endous v ic to ry  fo r  the 
w o rke rs  i f  they should succeed 
in  o ve rth ro w in g  the S ta lin is t bu
reaucracy b u t i t  would cons titu te  
a d isastrous defeat i f  the im p e ri
a lis ts  should destroy the bureau
cracy, because the des truc tion  o f 
the  bureaucracy by the im p e ria l
is ts  w ould resu lt in  the destruc-

t io n  o f the Soviet Union.
D u rin g  the C iv il W a r in Spain 

the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l fo llowed 
a ta c tic  w ith  reference to  the 
L o y a lis t forces th a t the Russian 
w o rkers  should fo llow  w ith  re fe r
ence to S ta lin ism . The advanced 
Spanish w o rke rs  had the double 
task  o f f ig h tin g  aga ins t F ranco 
and, a t the same tim e, t ry in g  to 
m obilize the w o rke rs  fo r  the ov
e rth ro w  o f the L o y a lis t govern
m ent. W e stated th a t unless the 
Spanish w o rke rs  suceeded in  
k ic k in g  ou t the  S ta lin is t-backed  
N egrin , the fasc is ts  w ould be v ic 
torious. We proved correct, b u t 
a t the tim e  o f s trugg le  against 
the fasc is ts  i t  w ou ld  have been 
c r im in a l fo r  us to  u rge  the w o rk 
ers not to  f ig h t the  fasc is ts  be
cause i t  was also necessary to 

»overthrow the L o y a lis t govern
m ent. A t  th a t p a r tic u la r  tim e  the 
m ain task was to  destroy fasc
ism.

R evo lu tiona ry  w o rke rs  in  a un
ion con tro lled  by  reactionaries 
understand ve ry  w e ll th a t d u rin g  
a s tr ik e  the reactionary  leader
ship does no t and cannot conduct 
the m ost e ffective s trugg le  
aga ins t the bosses and they 
would no t hesita te  to  oust the 
reac tiona ry  leadership even d u r
in g  a s tr ike . B u t the y  also under
stand th a t d u rin g  a  s tr ik e  the 
m ain enemy is the boss and they 
concentra te th e ir  e ffo rts  to  w in  
the s tr ik e  aga inst the boss. In  
o th e r words, they subord inate the 
s trugg le  aga inst the reac tiona ry  
leadership to the s trugg le  aga inst 
the boss.

HANDS OFF THE SOVIET UNION!
A NEGRO LEADER SPEAKS OUT AGAINST THE SOCIAL PATRIOTS

_________________  B y  G EORGE P A D M O R E

(W e re p r in t th is  a rtic le  In 
ubridged fo rm  fro m  the F eb ru 
a ry , 1940, issue o f “ L e f t ” , a 
B r it is h  discussion organ. 
George Padm ore, fo rm e rly  
C ha irm an o f the  N egro T rade 
Union C om m ittee  o f the  Red 
In te rn a tio n a l o f Labo r Unions 
(P ro (in te rn ) and fo r  m any 
years p ro m ine n tly  iden tified  
w ith  the C om m unist In te rn a 
tiona l, is  now active  in  the  In 
te rn a tio n a l A fr ic a n  Service 
Bureau.)

The -  R usso-F inn ish con flic t 
m akes i t  im p e ra tive  fo r  the in 
te rna tion a l w o rk in g  class m ove
m ents in  the c a p ita lis t countries 
to  re-evaluate th e ir  position  
tow ards the Soviet Union.

Today the po ten tia l danger of 
im p e ria lis t in te rve n tio n  aga inst 
the  S oviet U n ion  is g re a te r than 
a t any o the r tim e  since 1921. 
T h is  is the log ica l outcome of 
S ta lin ’s fundam enta l e rro r o f a t
te m p tin g  to  bu ild  “ Socialism  in  
a single cou n try ,”  a t the expense 
o f the R evo lu tion  abroad. We. re 
g re t the Soviet's a tta c k  upon F in 
land and we m ust hold S ta liu  re
sponsible fo r  th is  m a jo r b low  to 
the prestige  o f in te rn a tio n a l So
cia lism . Nevertheless, i t  is neces
sary fo r  the B r it is h  w o rk in g  class 
to  be on gua rd  aga inst being 
d iagged by th e ir  cap ita lis ts  in fo  
a w a r aga inst tne Russian w o rk 
ers and peasants under t h j  hypo
c r it ic a l guise o f defending “ pcor 
l i t t le  F in lan d .’

W e m ust im t underestim ate 
th is  danger, io ”  a lready m any 
spokesmen o f W estern  im p e ria l
ism on bo th  s ite s  o f the A t la n t ic  
are dec la ring  th a t the tim e  has 
come to  liqu ida te  the socialised 
economy o f the f- e v ic t Union, and 
as a co ro lla ry  o f th is , re-estab
lish  p r iva te  ow nersh ip in  the 
in ta n s  o f production.
S T A L IN ’S F O R E IG N  P O LIC Y  
H E LP S  IN T E R V E N T IO N

In te rv e n tio n  has a lw ays been 
a danger co n fro n tin g  the So
v ie t U n ion  and w i l l  continue to 
be so long as Russia is su rround
ed by hostile  c a p ita lis t Pcw eis. 
B u t th is  po ten tia l danger has 
now become a re a lity , thanks  to 
S ta lin ’s fo re ign  po licy, w h ich  has 
been fo rced  upon h im  by the iso
la ted position in  w h ich  the Soviet 
U n ions finds its e lf  v is -a -v is  the 
in te rn a tio n a l w o rk in g  class. H a v 
in g  abandoned the po licy of 
W orld  R evo lu tion  and dependence 
upon the suppo rt o f the in te rn a 
tio n a l w o rk in g  class aga inst the 
m ach inations o f im p e ria lis t p o li
tic ians, S ta lin  was forced, w illy -  
n illy ,  to  seek new a llies among 
the ru lin g  sections o f the im p e r
ia lis t Powers whose fo re ig n  o r i
en ta tion  a t a  g iven period co in
cided w ith  the peace aim s o f the 
K rem lin .

A pp rec ia tion  o f th is  fa c t is  a 
p re requ is ite  to  an understand ing 
o f the z igzag course o f Soviet 
fo re ign  p o licy  in  recent years. 
The m ore the Soviet U n ion  go t 
en tang led in  i ts  in te rn a l econom
ic  d ifficu lties , the  m ore its  lead
ers became invo lved in  pow er po l
it ic s  and w ere  ob liged to  exp lo it 
the  differences am ong the im p e r
ia lis ts  to  the com plete abandon
m en t o f the  suppo rt o f the w o rld  
p ro le ta r ia t and the co lon ia l peo
ples.

The b it te r  consequence o f th is

po licy is being reaped by S ta lin  
today, precisely when the Soviet 
U n ion  stands m ost in  need o f the 
sym pa thy and active  suppo rt o f 
the in te rn a tio n a l w o rk in g  class 
and the colon ia l peoples. H a v ing  
been le t down, the  P opu la r F ro n t
era- th a t heterogeneous am alga
m a tion  o f m iddle-class p o litica l 
P h ilis tines— are today the  m ost 
v itup e ra tive  and slanderous in 
th e ir  denunciations o f S ovie t ag
gression against “ poor l i t t le  F in 
land.”
S P E C IA L  D U T Y  O F  
R E V O L U T IO N IS T S  T O D A Y

In  th is  befogged s itu a tio n  i t  is 
d iff ic u lt fo r  m ost people to  see 
c lea rly  ahead. A  special du ty , 
there fore, fa lls  upon R evo lu tion 
a ry  Socia lists to  c la r ify  the prob
lem, fo r  on ly  by -this means w ill 
the masses be able to see the s it
ua tion  in  its  tru e  class perspec
tive.

W hile  re je c tin g  the c la im  o f 
the S ta lin is ts  th a t “ the irre v o 
cable v ic to ry  o f Socialism  has 
been achieved in  the  Soviet U n 
ion,”  we nevertheless m a in ta in  
th a t Russia is  fun dam e n ta lly  a 
w o rke rs ’ S tate. Space prevents a 
fu l l  exam ina tion  o f th is  subject, 
b u t we res t the c la im  upon the 
ind isputab le  fa c t th a t p riva te  
ow nership in  the  means o f p ro 
duction— land, ra ilw ays, mines, 
banks, factories, etc.— has been 
abolished. T h is  fa c t alone puts 
the  Soviet U n ion  in  a fundam en
ta lly  d iffe re n t ca tegory fro m  cap
ita lis t- im p e r ia lis t nations. Th is 
common ownership in  the means 
oí p roduction  is the essentia l p re 
requis ite  fo r  the tra n s itio n  o f so
c ie ty  fro m  cap ita lism  to  Social
is m -S o c ia lis m  to  Com m unism — 
the fu lly  classless society. I t  is 
th is  economic d ifference and its  
social p o ten tia lit ie s  w h ich  c la im  
our support. O ur a ttitu d e , how 
ever, does no t b lind  us to  m any 
economic and social inequa lities  
and the absence o f any re a lly  
genuine p ro le ta ria n  dem ocracy in 
Russia. W ith  a ll its  lim ita tion s , 
however, the Soviet U n ion is 
h is to r ic a lly  an advance upon the 
o the r g re a t nations.
S T A L IN  H A S  T R A D U C E D  
T H E  ID E A L S  O F  S O C IA L IS M

Heaven knows th a t  S ta lin  and 
his sa te llite s  have no t on ly  made 
us m o ra lly  ashamed, fo r  as so
c ia lis ts  we are ju s tified  in  fee ling  
th a t the e th ica l conceptions and 
ideals fo r  w h ich  we are s tr iv in g  
have been traduced. W e are p u t 
on the  same standard  as the 
bourgeoisie— the suppressors o f 
the r ig h ts  o f na tions, the  ex te r
m ina to rs  o f w eake r peoples and 
the in s tig a to rs  o f w ar. B u t  aga in  
we m us t n o t a llow  ou r sub jective 
fee lings to  b lu r our v is ion  to  the 
dangers invo lved n o t on ly  fo r  the 
S oviet U n ion  b u t fo r  ourselves 
also. The s lim y, treacherous 
bourgeoisie a lw ays w atches eag
e rly  'to exp lo it ou r class in d ig na 
t io n  in  i ts  ow n in terests, and to  
m ake us— the w o rk in g  class and 
colon ia l peoples— its  ins trum en ts  
in  th is  exp lo ita tion .

U n ti l the day S ta lin  restores to  
the  Russian and fo re ig n  ca p ita l
is ts  th e ir  p roperties and a llow s 
them  to  set up in  M oscow a  stock 
exchange and a ll the o th e r pa ra 
phe rna lia  o f finance-cap ita l, the 
W estern  ca p ita lis ts  w i l l  never 
g ive up th e ir  p lans to  d row n  the

Russian w o rk in g  class in  blood in 
the  a tte m p t to  regain w h a t they 
los t in  1917.
F A T E  O F  W O R LD  W O R KER S 
IN V O L V E D  IN  T H E  USSR

Does anyone seriously believe 
th a t i f  the Cham berla ins and D al- 
ad ie rs—no t to  speak o f M usso lin i 
and the Pope— and th e ir  sa te llite , 
M annerheim , had th e ir  own way, 
they w ou ld  be satisfied m ere ly 
w ith  the m il ita ry  de feat o f Rus
s ia  and the liq u id a tio n  o f S ta lin 
ism  ? This U nho ly  A lliance  o f Ca
p ita lis m  and Jesu itism  w ould  
com ple te ly  destroy ithe Russian 
w ork ing -c lass  m ovem ent —  trade 
unions and co-operatives. W o rs t 
d isaster o f a ll, they w ou ld  com 
p le te ly  liqu ida te  the collective 
ow nersh ip o f the means of p ro 
duction  and restore to  the finan 
c ia l m an ipu la to rs  o f the  C ity , 
W a ll S treet, and the B ank of 
France, w ho can visualise c iv i l i
za tion  on ly  in  te rm s o f s te rling , 
dolars, and francs— the swag con
fiscated fro m  them  by the O cto
ber Revolution.

N o r w i l l  these "S aviours o f 
C h r is t ia n ity  a n d  C iv iliz a tio n ”  
stop here. In  every cou n try— yes, 
even in  “ dem ocra tic " B r ita in — 
the w o rk in g  class w i l l  be driven  
in to  an undream ed-of cond ition  of 
slavery. In  short, such a wave o f 
reaction  and w h ite  te r ro r  would 
sweep over Europe as to  make 
H it le r ’s G erm any pale in to  in s ig 
nificance.

L e t us make no m is take  about 
it .  The destruction  o f Russia 
w ould g ive rise to  such conditions 
o f repression everywhere th a t i t  
m ig h t take decades before the 
w o rk in g  class could recover its  
force once more.

M oreover, the res to ra tion  o f 
cap ita lism  in Russia would g ive a 
new lease o f life  to a dy in g  w o rld  
cap ita lism , whose demise is a 
necessary pre requ is ite  to the re 
o rg an iza tio n  o f society on co l
le c tiv is t lines. I t  would be iro n ica l 
to r  w o rke rs  th a t when the sys
tem  w h ich had reduced them  to 
ab ject pove rty  and unem ploy
m ent, and dragged them  in to  
bloody w a rfa re , is  in  its  death 
throes, they should be in s tru 
m en ta l in  pum ping new life  in to  
it .  A  c a p ita lis t Russia w ou ld  p ro 
vide A ng lo -F re nch -A m e rica n  im 
peria lism s w ith  new m arke ts, ad
d itio n a l sources o f raw  m a te ria l 
and fresh  fields fo r  the inves t
m en t o f cap ita l. The Soviet U n 
ion, w h ich  covers a s ix th  p a r t o f 
the e a rth ’s surface, w ou ld  be re 
stored to  its  fo rm e r T s a ris t s ta 
tus— a sem i-colony o f W estern 
c a p ita lis t - im p e ria lism  —  and the 
Russian masses w ou ld  be used as 
"s to rm -tro o p e rs ”  to  keep the p ro 
le ta r ia t  in  the advanced in d u s tr ia l 
countries serv ile  and obedient. In  
short, Russia w ou ld  be restored 
to  her previous ignom in ious posi
t io n  o f the “ Gendarme o f E u r
ope.”

I f  the  in te rn a tio n a l w o rk in g  
class, despite its  differences w ith  
the S ta lin is t bureaucracy, a llow s 
its e lf  to  be so sho rt-s igh ted  as to  
become the shock troops o f in te r 
na tion a l finance in  any an ti-S ov i
e t adventure, i t  w i l l  deserve a ll 
th a t h is to ry  has in  store fo r  it .  
R U S S IA N  O P P O S IT U O N  M U S T  
R A L L Y  TO S O V IE T  D E F E N S E

R e tu rn in g  to  the present im 

p e ria lis t con flic t between the A l
lies and G erm any, i t  w ou ld  be 
w e ll to  rem ind those w o rkers  who 
have allowed themselves to  be 
d ra w n  in to  the an ti-S ov ie t camp 
o u t o f d isgust o f the C om m unist 
p a r ty ’s unprinc ip led  abuse o f 
th e ir  confidence, th a t they are de
lu d in g  themselves i f  the y  th in k  
th a t im p e ria lis t in te rven tion  in 
Russia w i l l  b r in g  down the S ta l
in is t  bureaucracy. Such a w a r 
would enable the bureaucra ts to  
present the' issue to the  Russian 
masses as one o f "se lf-defense" 
aga inst a  un ited  w o rld  c a p ita lis t 
a tte m p t to restore T sarism  and 
c a p ita lis t p ro pe rty  re lations. The 
opposition, a long w ith  the res t of 
the peoples o f the S oviet Union, 
would be compelled to  ra l ly  to  the 
defense o f w h a t rem ains o f the  
October Revolu tion . F or, as we 
have a lready stated, so long as 
the ow nersh ip o f land and the 
means o f p roduction  is socialized, 
S oviet economy represents a h is
to r ica l advance upon ca p ita lis t- 
im peria lism  .

A n  in te rv e n tio n is t w a r  w ould 
fo r t i f y  S ta lin 's  case fo r  a tta c k in g  
F in lan d  and would ra ise h im  in  
the eyes o f the Russian masses to 
the s ta tus  o f a  prophet, since i t  
would be his ju s tifica tio n . F u r 
therm ore, such an im p e ria lis t ad
ven ture  would s p lit  the Labor 
m ovem ent in  every coun try .

B u t even before actua l m il ita ry  
in te rve n tio n  takes place, S ta lin  
h im se lf m ay ve ry  conceivably, as 
a  p recau tiona ry  measure against 
the th re a t itse lf, be forced to  en
te r in to  m ore active  m il i ta r y  co l
labo ra tion  w ith  H itle r .  Such an 
open m il ita ry  a lliance between 
Russia and G erm any would com
p lica te  even m ore an a lready  ex
trem e ly  com plicated s itua tion , 
lead ing on ly to tra g ic  conse
quences fo r  the in te rn a tio n a l 
w o rk in g  class. W c are now pa y
in g  the p rice  fo r  S ta lin ’s disas
trous  po licy  o f ti-y in g  to  construct 
socia lism  in  a backw ard ag ra ria n  
cou n try  w ith o u t the support of 
the p ro le ta ria n  revo lu tion  in  the 
indus tria lized  W est. He has land
ed n o t on ly  the Soviet people bu t 
the in te rn a tio n a l w o rk in g  class 
in to  a tra g ic  d ilem m a. Lenin p ro 
phesied co rre c tly  when he w ro te  
o f S ta lin  -that “ th is  cook w ill 
m ake too ho t a s tew .”

There is on ly  one w ay in  w h ich  
we can e x tr ica te  ourselves fro m  
th is  d ilem m a. W e m ust, w h ile  re 
p u d ia tin g  S ta lin ’s F inn ish  adven
tu re , dissociate ourselves fro m  a ll 
entang lem ents w ith  the im p e ria l
is t w ar-m ongers and th e ir  a n ti-  
Soviet cam paign. B u t m ost im 
p o rta n t o f a ll, we m ust a t the 
same tim e  in te n s ify  the class 
s tru g g le  a t home and t ig h te n  the 
bonds o f s o lid a r ity  and under
s tand ing  w ith  the  w o rk in g  class
es o f a ll lands, who alone can set
tle  accounts w ith  th e ir  ow n bour
geoisie. T h is  in te rn a tio n a l s tru g 
gle w i l l  o ffe r the  best exam ple to  
the  S oviet masses, fo r  i t  w ould 
rem ove the danger o f in te rve n 
tion . W ith  th is  fe a r rem oved the 
Russian w o rke rs  and peasants 
w ou ld  shake o ff th e ir  own bu r
eaucracy. Thus to-day, m ore tha n  
ever, the  em ancipation o f the 
w o rk in g  class rem ains the ta s k  of 
the w o rke rs  alone.

R evo lu tiona ry  w o rke rs  in  an 
im p e ria lis t cou n try  a t w a r con
s ider th a t the  m a in  enemy is a t 
home and c a rry  on the s trugg le  
aga inst the ru lin g  class reg a rd 
less o f the e ffect on the fro n t. 
N o t so in  the  c&se o f the Soviet 
Union, a w o rke rs ’ state, based on 
nationalized prope rty . There they 
m ust a t a ll costs p reven t a v ic 
to ry  o f the im p e ria lis t arm ies.

A  R E V O L U T IO N A R Y ' P O LIC Y  
F O R  T H E  F IN N IS H  W O R K E R S

R e vo lu tion a ry  in te rn a tio n a lis ts  
have a lw ays insisted th a t in  any 
w a r aga ins t the Soviet U n ion  the 
p r im a ry  task  o f the w o rke rs  o u t
side o f the Soviet U n ion  is : the 
p ro le ta ria n  revo lu tion , the best 
m ethod of. defending the Soviet 
U nion. A nd  the F inn ish  w o rke rs  
have th a t task  now as they  had 
before the invasion by the Red 
A rm y .

To th a t ex te n t the task o f the 
F inn ish  w o rke rs  does n o t d iffe r 
in  a n y  w ay fro m  the ta s k  con
fro n t in g  the P o lish  w o rke rs  in  
1920 w hen the Red A rm y  under 
Lenin and T ro ts k y  invaded Po
land. B u t on ly  to  th a t extent. In  
1920 the Polish w o rke rs  did no t 
have to  fea r the  Soviet reg im e; 
i t  was th e ir  reg im e as w e ll as 
th a t o f the Russian w o rke rs ; they 
could f ig h t no t on ly  fo r  the rev
o lu tio n  in  Poland b u t also fo r  the 
jo in in g  o f Poland to  the Soviet 
U n ion. They did no t have to  m ake 
a d is tin c tio n  between the Soviet 
U n ion and the L e n in -T ro tsky  re 
gime.

B u t in  1940, when i t  is S ta lin ’s 
Red A rm y  th a t is invad ing  F in 
land and not the a rm y  o f Lenin 
and T ro tsky , the advanced w o rk 
ers o f F in land find  th e ir  task  fa r  
more com plicated and d iff ic u lt 
than  th a t o f the Polish w orkers  
in  1920. They are con fronted by 
the po ss ib ility  o f being swallowed 
up by the S ta lin is t regim e and 
can ha rd ly  look fo rw a rd  w ith  en
thusiasm  -to th a t po ss ib ility . I t  is 
on ly  a lesser ev il in  com parison 
w ith  the ev il o f p e rm itt in g  the 
im peria lis ts , th rou gh  the F inn ish  
arm y, to  de feat the Red A rm y  
and thus prepare fo r  the destruc
tion  o f the Soviet Union.

The revo lu tiona ry  w o rke rs  in  
F in land  should be a g ita t in g  fo r  
th a t best o f a ll possible so lu tions: 
a Soviet F in land  independent o f 
the S ta lin is t regim e. In  a  s tru g 
gle between the a rm y  o f a Soviet 
F in land  and the a rm y  o f S ta lin  
we w ould  do ou r u tm o s t to— help 
defeat S ta lin ’s arm y.

T H E  R E D  A R M Y ’S V IC T O R Y  
IS  A  LE S S E R  E V IL !

B u t w h ile  the p o lit ic a lly  ad
vanced w o rkers  o f F in lan d  should 
con s tan tly  keep the goal o f an 
independent Soviet F in lan d  be
fo re  the eyes o f the F inn ish  w o rk 
ers, they dare no t be in d iffe re n t 
to the actua l s tru g g le  th a t is  go
in g  on between the Red A rm y  
and the F inn ish  c a p ita lis t a rm y  
representing  the in te res ts  o f 
w o rld  im peria lism . U nders tand
in g  w h a t is a t stake, the  class
conscious F inn ish  w o rke rs  m ust 
u n he s ita tin g ly  choose the lesser 
ev il o f a v ic to ry  o f the Red A r 
m y and continue the s trugg le  fo r  
an independent Soviet F in land  
aga inst the S ta lin is t bureaucracy.

Those who have been th ro w n  
o ff th e ir  balance by the crim e o f 
S la lin  in  invad ing  F in la n d  w ill 
exc la im : w ha t, you w a n t the 
F inn ish  w o rke rs  to accept s lavery 
under the S ta lin is t reg im e? No, 
we do n o t w a n t that.. I f  a ll the 
F inn ish  w o rke rs  would a c t as we 
would lik e  them  to, the y  would 
im m ed ia te ly  establish a Soviet 
F in land  and s trugg le  fo r  its  in 
dependence aga ins t the S ta lin is t 
bureaucracy, c a llin g  upon the 
Russian w o rke rs  to  jo in  them. 
B u t a t present i t  is  a question 
w h a t the advanced w o rke rs  
should do before they ge t a  m a
jo r i t y  and w h ile  the s trugg le  is 
a c tu a lly  go ing on. U nders tand ing  
the h is to r ic  im portance o f de
fen d in g  w h a t is le f t  o f the O cto
ber Revolu tion , o f de fending na
tiona lized p rope rty , they  w i l l  do 
th e ir  u tm os t to  p reven t a defeat 
o f the Red A rm y  a t the hands o f 
the F inn ish  c a p ita lis t arm y.

T H E

MARXIST SCHOOL
125 YV. 33rd St., N Y C , Rm . 201

In  response to  popu la r de
mand, we are extend ing the  
lectures on D IA L E C T IC A L  
T H IN K IN G .

Three m ore lectu res w i l l  be 
g iven M ondays— 8:45 p.m., be
g in n in g  Feb. 26. The lectures 
w i l l  consider “ D ia le c tica l M a 
te r ia lis m  and its  C ritic s .”  The 
c r it ic is m s  o f Hook, E astm an, 
etc., w i l l  be dealt w ith , as also 
the  w o rk  o f such m odem  lo 
g ic ians as W hitehead and Rus
sell.

The in s tru c to rs  are J. G. 
W R IG H T  and G EORGE N O V - 
A C K .

A dm iss ion :
50c fo r  the  Series 

25c fo r  S ingle Lectures

3

A n  Exchange 
W ith  Lovestone 
On F in la n d

B y F E L IX  MORROW '

In  the Janua ry  27 issue o f the S oc ia lis t Appeal 
we commented e d ito r ia lly  on a speech by a Czar- 
is t  o fficer advoca ting  aid  to  F in land. He had said, 
in  ca llin g  upon C za ris t Russians to  f ig h t aga inst 
the S oviet U n ion :

"F o r  tw e n ty -tw o  years we have been w a it in g  
fo r  th is  m om ent. N ow  there is a place w here we 
can go back fro m .”

A nd  ou r com m ent was:

“ There in  tw o sentences is the whole s to ry  o f 
a ll the te a r- je rk in g  m oney-ra is ing  com m ittees to  
a id  ’poor l i t t le  F in la n d ’ aga inst ‘Russian im p e r
ia lism ,’ fro m  Hoover down to  the w re tched Love- 
stoneites and Thom asites."

In  previous issues we had devoted a good m any 
thousands o f w ords to  a p a in s ta k ing  analysis o f 
the p ro -F in la nd  line  o f N o rm an Thom as’ Socia lis t 
P a rty  and o f the Lovestoneites. B o th  these groups 
have c a re fu lly  re fra ined  fro m  answ ering ou r case 
aga inst them.

A t  long last, however, the Lovestone W orke rs  
A ge o f F eb ru a ry  17 replies. I ts  rep ly  consists o f a 
pu rpo rted  analysis o f the ed ito ria l quoted above. 
I t  charges us w ith  “ the  cons truc tion  o f an am a l
gam  o f labo r and rad ica l groups w ith  the Russian 
m onarch ists, s im ila r  to  the cheap and vic ious 
type o f a rgum en ta tion  used fo r  the las t fou rteen  
years by S ta lin  aga inst the T ro ts k y ite s .”

Is  i t  ? A l l  th a t the ed ito ria l and a ll ou r a rtic les  
on F in land, say is : those who suppo rt F in lan d  
against the S oviet U n ion  a re  sup po rting  an o u t
post o f im p eria lism  aga inst a w o rke rs ' state. De
fe a t o f ithe Red A rm y  on the F in n ish  f ro n t  w ou ld  
be fo llow ed by an im p e ria lis t invasion to  destroy 
the w o rke rs ’ s ta te  and restore  cap ita lism .

They Argue Like Social Democrats
The W orke rs  A go is no t y e t qu ite  as brazen as 

the New  Leader. B u t, a t  the r is k  o f be ing accused 
o f ano the r am algam , we m us t say th a t  its  case 
fo r  sup po rting  F in la n d  aga inst the S oviet U n ion 
is based on the same fundam enta l assum ptions as 
th a t o f the New  Leader. The la tte r  declares i t  a 
w a r between dem ocracy and d ic ta to rsh ip , po in ts  
as p ro o f to  the house-broken social dem ocra tic  
deputies, and m in im izes the  role o f M annerheim . 
A nd  w h a t does the W orke rs  A ge  do? W e quote:

"B o th  the D a ily  W o rke r and S ocia lis t Appeal 
. . . raise the menace o f the W h ite  G ua rd is t M an
nerheim  to  g ig a n tic  and grotesque proportions, 
w ith  the same in te n t in  v iew , to  prove th a t F in 
land is a W h ite  G uard ou tpos t fo r  the destruction  
o f the USSR. AJ1 those who dare to  ra ise th e ir  
voices fo r  the defense o f F inn ish  independence 
can then be dubbed as ‘agents o f B aron  M anner
heim .’ G rea t care m ust be exercised to  conceal 
the  fa c t  th a t o u t o f 200 members o f the F inn ish  
pa rliam en t, the la rge s t group, 85, are socialists, 
and th a t 143 represent w o rke rs  o r  peasants p a r
ties. O therw ise, the c ry  o f a ‘W h ite  G uard M an
nerheim  reg im e,’ w ou ld  fa l l  to  the ground, and 
w ith o u t a M annerheim  bugaboo, the am algam  
would be w orth less .”

In  passing, the W orke rs  A ge  makes a l i t t le  
am a lgam  between the S oc ia lis t Appea l and the 
D a ily  W orker. We have pointed ou t the com posi
tio n  o f the F inn ish  pa rlia m e n t; we have n o t called 
the bourgeois repub lic  a W h ite  G uard regim e. B u t 
a ll th a t is u n im p o rtan t. W h a t is m ost s ig n ifica n t 
in  the W orke rs  A ge  a rtic le  is th a t th is  paper, o f a 
group w h ich  once called its e lf  fo llow e rs  o f Lenin, 
has degenerated to the p o in t where (1) i t  does 
no t recognize th a t M annerheim , com m ander-in
ch ie f o f the arm ed forces o f the F in n ish  bour
geoisie, represents the  class In pow er; (2 ) i t  can 
adduce as a decisive cou n te r-w e ig h t to  M anne r
heim  the fa c t th a t im p o ten t and cow ard ly  rep re
sentatives o f re fo rm is t pa rties  s it  in  the bour
geois pa rlia m e n t; (3) i t  can deny th a t any bo u r
geois c o u n try  on the fro n tie rs  o f the S oviet U n 
ion m ust serve as a  base fo r  im p e ria lis t in te rve n 
tion . B y  the by, as i t  were, the W orke rs  A ge  
th row s  overboard the M a rx is t the o ry  o f the state.

They Once Called Themselves 
Leninists!

N ow  lis ten  to  th is , fro m  people w ho once called 
themselves adherents o f Len in 's  the o ry  o f the 
progressive ro le o f co lon ia l w a rs  aga inst im p e ria l
is t  powers:

“ N o r is i t  ever expla ined (by  the T ro ts k y is ts ) 
w h y  i f  M annerhe im ’s p a rtic ip a tio n  in  the F inn ish  
defense . . . deprives the F inns o f ou r sym pathy, 
the same is no t tru e  fo r  China and Chiang K a i-  
shek. . . . Because Chiang K a i-shek is head o f the 
Chinese N a tio n a lis t governm ent, are we the re fo re  
to  bless the Japanese invader and deny the 
Chinese masses ou r sym pa thy  and s u p p o rt? ”

The on ly  log ic  by w h ich  th is  e x tra o rd in a ry  p a r
agraph w ou ld  m ake sense w ould  be by  the a rg u 
m en t th a t  in  a ll w a rs  w e oppose the “ invader.”  
B u t we w ou ld  defend C hina aga inst Japan i f  
China were the in it ia to r  o f ho s tilitie s . We, as 
fo llow e rs  o f M a rx  and Lenin, don’ t  choose sides 
on the le ga lis tic  a rg um e n t o f who crossed whose 
f ro n t ie r  line  firs t,  b u t we choose sides by a class 
c r ite r io n : the  w o rke rs  aga inst the bosses, w o rk 
ers’ s ta te  aga ins t c a p ita lis t state, oppressed co l
on ia l people aga ins t im p e ria lis t. Yes, one m us t 
defend these e lem entary  M a rx is t p ropos itions to 
day aga inst th e  Lovestoneite  ex-Len in is ts .

In  the cha rac te ris tic  s ty le  o f a ll the socia l dem
oc ra tic  w a r m ongers these days, the Lovestone
ites  conclude w ith  a denunc ia tion  o f o u r be lie f 
th a t “ the end ju s tifie s  the  means.”  Yes, we recog
nize no separa tion between ends and means. 
N e ith e r does any n a tu ra lis t ic  e th ics w h ich  has 
broken w ith  superna tu ra lism . John Dewey’s 
“ c rim e ”  to  re lig io n is ts  is prec ise ly  th a t  he estab
lishes th a t means have no m eaning a p a rt f ro m  
ends. B u t the Lovestoneites w i l l  scarce ly troub le  
to  find  o u t w h a t the  concept re a lly  means. I t  
sounds lik e  an ep ithe t, thanks to  re lig ious propa
ganda, and so the y  h u r l i t  a t  us. W ho h u rls  i t?  
The people w ho defended S ta lin ’s fram eu p  tr ia ls  
aga ins t Z inoviev, Kam enev, Radek and P ia ta ko v !

"L A B O R  W IT H  A  W H IT E  S K IN  
1  C A N N O T  E M A N C IP A T E  IT S E L F1 I   ̂ 1-» r »  W H E R E  L A B O R  W IT H  A  B L A C K  

X . I I  S K IN  IS  B R A N D E D ' —  K A R L  
,  M A R X .

The N e g r o  Q u e s t io n
B y J. R. JO H N S O N
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FIGHT W ITH THE SOCIALIST 
WORKERS PARTY FOR:

1. A  job and a decent liv in g  fo r every w orker.
2. Open the Idle factories— operate them  under 

w orkers’ control.
8. A  Tw enty-B illion  dollar Federal public works 

and housing program .
4. T h irty -th irty — $30-w eekly m inim um  wage— 30- 

hour w eekly m axim um  fo r a ll w orkers on a ll jobs.
5. T h irty  doUar w eekly old-age and d isab ility  

pension.
8. E xpropriate the S ixty  Fam ilies.
7. A ll w ar funds to the unemployed.
8. A  people’s referendum  on any and a ll wars.
9. No secret diplom acy.

10. An independent Labor P arty .
11. W orkers’ Defense Guards against vig ilan te and 

Fascist attacks.
12. F u ll social, po litical and economic equality fo r 

the Negro people.

Unity For the Miners
The Progressive Miners Union is headed 

straight for a blow-up which we hope w ill lead to 
a unification o f the Illinois coal diggers inside 
the United Mine Workers o f America, the union 
representing the overwhelming m ajority of the 
nation’s miners.

The rank and file o f the P.M .A., led by genu
ine progressives, has been at loggerheads with 
the arch-reactionary international officials of the 
union, Joe Ozanic and Claude Pearcy, for some 
time. The dispute came to a sharp climax when 
the International Executive Board o f the union 
expelled Dave Reed and John Battuello, two 
leading militants, on charges o f cooperation with 
the U .M .W .

The very issue o f their expulsion serves to 
emphasize the reactionary character o f the P.M.- 
A. officialdom. A  few months ago Reed and Bat
tuello joined in a common action with the Illinois 
district o f the U .M .W . to force operators to 
comply with state mining laws. The action was 
successful and as a result w ill cost the oper
ators hundreds o f thousands o f dollars in the en
forcement' o f these laws— to say nothing o f the 
hundreds o f miners’ lives that w ill lie saved from 
needless mine disasters.

What could be more natural than a united 
front o f the two miners’ unions on this vital is
sue? Yet, on precisely this issue the P.M.A. lead
ership expelled Reed and Battuello. The charge 
made by the two expelled miners, that the P.M.- 
A. officials acted in this matter in connivance 
with the coal operators, has every appearance o f 
truth. Moreover, they present evidence showing 
that in June, 1939 the Coal Producers Ass’n o f 
Illinois asked for their removal from their local 
positions.

1 The expulsion of Reed and Battuello comes 
only as a culmination to a seven-year reactionary 
course that has brought disgrace to what was 
once America’s most promising militant union. 
In  full revolt against the dictatorial policies of 
the Lewis machine, 50,000 Illinois miners broke 
away from the U .M .W . and formed the Progres
sive Miners Union in the fall of 1932. They 
waged a militant strike against coal operators, 
deputies, Lewis’ thugs, National Guardsmen and 
martial law— a strike that made history in the 
American labor movement. More than a dozen 
martyrs stand as an eternal monument to that 
struggle.

But, soon after, leadership o f the union was 
seized by a reactionary group that paraded as 
militants. In  short order they made a mockery of 
the name “ progressive.”  They kept the P.M.A. 
out o f the unorganized coal fields of West V ir 
ginia and Kentucky, thus cramping its growth by 
restricting it to the narrow confines o f the state 
o f Illinois. They expelled the militants and began 
a red-baiting drive that must have made even the 
Lewis o f that time blush for shame and envy. 
They converted the union organ into a Coughlin- 
ite-Huey Long fascist rag that forgot about 
miners’ problems and spent its time railing at 
“ international bankers, jews and communists.”  
Slowly the union dwindled down in membership 
until only a few thousand miners remained, held 
by their enduring resentment to the murderous 
Lewis methods they remember— and because of 
P.M .A. job control in their mines. But the

United Mine Workers staged a great comeback, 
enlisting the bulk o f the miners in its fold. In 
Illinois, too, it recouped its fortunes and won the 
m ajority o f the miners. The P.M .A. was left 
w ith a shell.

Meanwhile the P.M .A. officials, at the end of 
their rope, turned to the Executive Council of 
the A F L  for affiliation. B ill Green chartered this 
dual union for no other reason than to make 
trouble for the CIO and John L. Lewis. A fte r 
two yfcars, with twenty organizers in the field, an 
enormous payroll and a wretched policy o f col
laboration w ith the operators— Joe Ozanic, the 
union president, now admits “ disastrous defeat.” 
The coal diggers still in the P 'M .A . are up in re
volt. I-ocal 3 w ith a membership o f 550 defied 
the International and reinstated Reed to mem
bership. Local 1, the most powerful in the union 
w ith a membership o f 2,200, reinstated Battuello 
in defiance o f the International. And now local 
after local is demanding that an election for in
ternational officials be held within 60 days or 
dues w ill be withheld. This is one revolt the 
P.M .A. skates won’t stop by red-baiting and ex
pulsions. The coal diggers are fed up.

Battuello and Reed are fighting the battle of 
the Illinois miners. V ictory rightly belongs to 
them. We hope this victory w ill lead to the long- 
needed unification of the mine workers of I llin 
ois.

L A W ’S M A J E S T IC  E Q U A L IT Y

Convicted o f s tea liin g  tw o  loaves o f bread— value 
20 cents—-John R ichm ond, 22, o f Boston, was fined 
$25 by  Judge R obe rt W . F ro ts . W ell, i f  a m illio n a ire  
had stolen the  bread, he also w ou ld  have been fined!

Hitler's Secret Weapon
The great fear that animated the imperialist 

powers before the outbreak of war— and ani
mates them still— is the fear that the war wrould 
bring in its wake the destruction o f capitalism 
everywhere.

This is what postponed the outbreak for so 
long. This is what lay behind the desperate ef
forts o f the British and French imperialists to 
strike a bargain with H itle r by voluntarily giv
ing him what he threatened to take. This is what 
still makes"them hesitate, even now, before tak
ing what they have reason to believe might be 
a fatal plunge for all o f them.

In  his new book retailing H itle r’s private con
versations with his principal henchmen, Herman 
Rausclmig, former Nazi leader of Danzig, re
veals that H itle r has made conscious use o f this 
fear.

“ We may be destroyed,”  he cried on one oc
casion, “ but i f  we are, we shall drag a world 
w ith us— a world in flames.”

Is this, perhaps, H itle r’s “ secret weapon”  of 
which so much has been heard?

O N E  W A Y  R A C K E T

W hen tw o  M innesota  you ths were ha iled  before a 
judge, charged w ith  cheating  a p in  ba ll m achine by 
us ing a m agnet to  d ra w  the ba ll in to  the  w in n in g  
pockets, the judge fined them  and ru led  th a t  i t  is 
ille g a l to  take advantage o f the p in  b a ll machine 
companies.

Can't Hide Cold!
On the same page o f the New York Post 

(February 20) there appear two items with Lon
don datelines.

“ B R IT IS H  H ID E  W A R  BUDG ET— Even 
Commons W on’t Know Amounts.

“ I t  is neither practicable nor desirable,”  says a 
treasury official, “ to present to parliament de
tailed estimates purporting to cover the whole 
cost o f these services. I t  would not be desirable 
in the public interest. . . .”

I f  you would know why it would be “ neither 
practicable nor desirable”  then read the following 
item which appeared under the much smaller 
headline:

“ CO AL SHO RTAG E IN  LO N D O N  GROWS
“ A  coal shortage in London and elsewhere in 

England is reaching an acute stage, it  was dis
closed today, w ith widespread discomfort and 
suffering in the poorer districts.

“ Officials said there was no actual shortage of 
coal but that the winter and war conditions had 
disrupted transportation.”

Undoubtedly it would be neither “ desirable 
nor practicable”  for the worker who slaves at 
sub-standard wages in war factories to know that 
the reason for their heat-less homes is the billions 
the government is putting in the war budget.

But even concealing the war budget won’t hide 
the fact that despite the coal shortage there is 
still plenty o f fuel to feed the blazing'fireplaces 
in the mansions o f Messrs. Churchill and Cham
berlain. . . .

There are some things you can’t hide.

T h is  week U n ited  Press carried  the fo llo w in g  
d ispatch fro m  Brussels:

“ The Cabinet, w h ich  m et unexpected ly today, 
was reported to  have discussed means o f s tre n g th 
ening le g is la tio n  aga inst persons d is tu rb in g  in 
te rna l order. I t  was believed th a t the Cabinet was 
anxious to  suppress the a c tiv itie s  o f com m unist 
a g ita to rs  who, i t  was alleged, recen tly  provoked 
s trikes , especially among coal m iners.”

The m ost recent s tr ikes  am ong B e lg ian m iners 
were those o f the  Le van t de F lenu com pany in the 
B orinage region, the tra d itio n a l s trongho ld  o f ou r 
Belg ian comrades, the R e vo lu tion a ry  Socia list 
P a r ty  (P .S .R .). Several weeks ago th is  colum n 
reported suppression o f the p a r ty ’s lega l organ 
"L a  L u tte  O uvrie re ”  and its  reappearance under 
the t i t le  " L ’A c tio n  Socia liste .”  The paper had to  
change fro m  the m in in g  reg ion to Brussels. I t  is 
consequently safe to  assume th a t  the Cabinet ac
t io n  is d irected aga inst ou r B e lg ian m ine r com 
rades.

Despite a ll previous a ttem p ts  to  d rive  them  un 
derground, ou r comrades have shown a re m a rk 
able a b ili ty  to read jus t themselves under fire. 
T h e ir deep roo ts am ong the  B orinage p ro le ta r ia t 
have assured the c o n tin u ity  o f th e ir  w o rk . I f  th e ir  
past perform ance is any in d ica tion , they w i l l  be 
able w ith  the aid o f th e ir  devoted fo llo w in g  in  the 
p its  to  overcome even these la te s t moves o f the 
governm ent .The ir heroic resistance to  the w a r 
prepa ra tions o f B e lg ian cap ita lism  is an example 
o f the v ita l i ty  o f the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l under 
inc rea s ing ly  d iff ic u lt  conditions.

Only Fourth Internationalists 
Fight Against War in Canada

F rom  Canada we have ju s t received the  la te s t 
issue o f "S o c ia lis t A c tio n ,”  the exce llen t l i t t le  
sheet p u t o u t il le g a lly  by ou r Canadian comrades.

O f a ll the  w o rk in g  class o rgan iza tions in  th a t 
coun try , the  section o f the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l 
is the on ly  one th a t is  a c tive ly  engaged in  the 
s trugg le  aga inst w a r. The re fo rm is t Canadian 
Com m onw ealth F edera tion  (Second In te rn a tio n 
a l) has gone com ple te ly  p a tr io t ic  under the lead
ersh ip o f its  p a rlia m e n ta ry  w h ip, Coldwell. The 
pac ifis t w in g  under W oodsworth, w h ich  repeated
ly  w ro te  a  ra th e r s trong  a n ti-w a r p lan k  in to  the 
p a r ty ’s p rogram  a t the Federa tion ’s conventions 
in  recent years, has com ple te ly cap itu la ted  to  
the w a r-m ongering  leadership o f its  p a rlia m e n t
a ry  representatives, a lthough  i t  has been know n 
to have a m a jo r ity  in  the m em bership. The S ta l
in is t p a r ty  seems to  have disappeared fro m  the 
fie ld  o f pub lic  ac tion  a lto ge th e r a f te r  the sw itch  
in  line th a t fo llow ed the conclusion o f the S ta lin - 
H it le r  pact. A t  the  ou tb reak o f the w a r in  Sep
tem be r i t  was s t i l l  fo r  the suppo rt o f the “ demo
c ra tic ”  powers. O n ly o u r comrades c a rry  on the 
s trong  a n ti-w a r tra d it io n  o f the Canadian w o rk 
ers.

In  the  elections to  pa rlia m e n t w h ich  are now 
go ing on as a re su lt o f the d isso lu tion o f the 
lo w er house by P rim e  M in is te r M cKenzie K ing , 
the C.C.F. is a g ita tin g  along avowedly im p e ria lis t 
lines. A t  a recent m eeting, C o ld w e ll' made the

fo llo w in g  dec la ra tion  fo r  his p a rty , according to  
"S o c ia lis t A c tio n ” :

“ The C.C.F. believes th a t o u r na tiona l un ity , 
the a llied cause and securing a ju s t  peace could 
be served best by lim it in g  o u r m il ita ry  and naval 
p a rtic ip a tio n  to  defense to  o u r own la rge  te r r i
to ry  and lands be longing to  the  B r it is h  and 
F rench  ad jacent to  Canada. T ha t would include 
New foundland, the  Bahamas, Berm uda and such 
islands as M ique lon and St. P ie rre .”

A lleged ly  opposing the sending o f Canadian 
troops overseas, the  C.C.F. leader m akes clear 
th a t  th is  is no t due to  any real opposition to im 
p e ria lis t po licy. On the con tra ry , he appears to  be 
concerned o n ly  to  ob ta in  the m ost adequate de
fense o f a llied  im p e ria lis t in te rests  on the W est
ern hemisphere. A s aga inst the openly w ar-m on- 
ge ring  po licy  o f the social re fo rm is ts  in  the C.C.F. 
our comrades are p a rtic ip a tin g  in  the election 
s tru g g le  under the  slogans:

“ F o r a W orke rs  and F arm ers G overnm ent! E x 
p rop ria te  the 50 b ig  shots! F o r W orke rs ’ Contro l 
o f P roduction ! Down w ith  Im p e ria lis t W a r !"

How British Trade Union Bureau
crats Deal with Opposition to War

In  G reat B r ita in  the m ovem ent o f opposition 
to  the w a r has become p a r tic u la r ly  pronounced 
am ong loca l trade  un ion bodies know n as the 
Trades Councils w h ich  are s im ila r  in  s truc tu re  
to  our ow n C entra l La bo r Unions. The opposition 
springs fro m  the g ro w in g  rea liza tion  o f the ra n k  
and file  m ilita n ts  th a t i t  is they who— by the de
c line  o f rea l wages and the rise in  cost o f liv in g  
— have to  bear the burden o f a  w a r w h ich  is not 
o f th e ir  m aking . A p p a re n tly  th is  m ovem ent is 
g iv in g  serious cause fo r  w o rry  to  the trade union 
bureaucrats a t the to p  w ho are, o f course, th o r
ough ly  p a trio tic .

R ecen tly  they  have been go ing  over fro m  w o r
ry in g  to  action. W h a t ac tio n?  They s im p ly  in 
s tru c t local a ffilia tes  o f na tiona l unions under 
th e ir  con tro l on pa in  o f expulsion to w ith d ra w  
fro m  Trades Councils w h ich  have declared th e ir  
opposition to  the w ar. In  o th e r words, they p u t on 
the  economic squeeze. Thus, fo r  instance, E rnest 
Bevin, head o f the  T ra n sp o rt W orke rs  U nion, an
nounces in  the D a lly  H e ra ld  o f December 29:

“ Trades Councils th a t suppo rt the 'peace a t 
any p rice ’ po licy  w i l l  find  th a t p a r t o f the price  of 
th e ir  decision is th a t they w i l l  no t receive a ffilia 
t io n  fees fo r  1940 fro m  the  T ransp o rt and Gen
era l W orke rs  Union. T h a t ‘peace’ po licy  is in  con
f l ic t  w ith  the decisions o f the  Trade U n ion  Con
gress and the Labour p a rty . The union has a 
s tand ing reso lu tion  to pay m oney on ly  to  Trades 
Councils and loca l Labor pa rties  th a t accept the 
na tiona l po licy  o f the T.U.C. and the  La bo ur p a r
ty . ”

Since then, the branches of the B evin  union 
have been in s tru c te d  to  w ith h o ld  fees fro m  the 
G lasgow, Aberdeen and E d inbu rgh  Trades Coun
cils. Such b lackm a il m ay deal a tem po ra ry  b low  
to  the w o rke rs ’ opposition to  w ar. B u t o n ly  a 
tem po ra ry  one. F o r the  plan o f the Cham berla in 
governm ent to  squeeze a m a jo r share fo r  the cost 
o f the  com ing w a r ye a r fro m  the  pockets o f the 
w o rke rs  w i l l  undoubtedly g ive i t  a new impulse. 
The nex t wave w il l  on ly  be m ore em b itte red be
cause o f the da s ta rd ly  steps taken to  stem  it .

Powers Gird For Spring Crisis
(C on tinued  f ro m  P age 1) <

A ll  these possib ilities are obv i
ously closely in te rlocked. M ak ing  
due allowances fo r  tim e  lags th a t 
m ig h t extend in to  the F a ll and 
possib ly even to  nex t w in te r, i t  
is c lear th a t i f  a  c lear-cu t m il i
ta ry  decision is to  be sought, hos
t i l i t ie s  w i l l  spread to  a ll the zones 
m entioned separate ly above.

The one possible v a ria n t is the 
con tinu a tio n  o f the sta lem ate s it 
ua tion  on the W estern f r o n t  p rop
er, w ith  a c t iv ity  confined to  la rge  
scale use o f a r t i l le ry  and aeria l 
w a rfa re .

F ro m  the  A llie d  p o in t o f v iew  
the  ob ject would be to  in f l ic t  a  
decisive defeat on G erm any— a 
defeat decisive enough to  un 
seat the  H it le r  reg im e and 
b rin g  a  chastened Reich in to  
the  A llie d  entente fo r  continued 
w a r aga inst the  S ov ie t U n ion.

F ro m  the G erm an po in t o f view  
the purpose would be to  exp lo it 
to the fu lle s t ex ten t possible the 
Germ an s u p e rio r ity  in  arm am ents 
w h ich  cannot long be sustained i f  
the A llie s  are g iven m ore tim e  to 
w h ip  th e ir  w a r machines in to  
shape. T h rough  use o f its  t re 
mendous power in  the a ir  and un 
res tr ic ted  w a rfa re  a t sea, Ger
m any would seek to  c ripp le  the 
A llie s  and, i f  no t to  achieve com
plete conquest, a t  least to  carve 
its e lf  a la rg e r share in  the w o r ld ’s 
spoils as the  price o f its  p a r t ic i
pa tion  in  a  jo in t  en terprise 
aga inst the U.S.S.R.

S ta lin ’s D o w n fa ll!
F ro m  the standpo in t o f the 

S ta lin is t reg im e in  the  Soviet U n 
ion, the en tire  perspective, in  any 
o r a ll o f its  facets, spells the u t 
m ost pe ril. I t  means th a t S ta lin , 
aga inst his w i l l  and ag a in s t a ll 
his in s tin c ts  o f se lf-p reservation , 
wall find  h im se lf engaged in  m a
jo r  con flic t w ith  the powers and 
saddled t ig h t  in  the  G erm an a l l i 
ance. C ontinua tion  and extension 
o f the w a r w i l l  mean the dow n
fa ll o f S ta lin .

From  the standpoint of the 
w orkers of Russia and of the 
rest of the w orld the question 
is: w ill S talin , when he falls, 
drag the W orkers S tate  down 
w ith  him ? W ill lie  go down un
der the blows of w orld im per

ia lism , o r w ill he go down un 
der the  im p ac t o f the  Russian 
w o rk in g  class, aroused by its  
p e ril to  the  defense o f its  revo
lu tio n a ry  conquests?

The answer to  th a t question 
w ill be found  no t on ly  w ith in  
the Soviet U n ion  b u t am ong the 
masses o f soldiers and w orkers  
and peasants bearing  the  b ru n t 
o f the boss w a r on a ll fro n ts  
across the to rtu re d  face o f the 
w orld .

F ear the Masses
I f  ou r im p e ria lis t ru le rs  are 

compelled, despite th e ir  ow n fears 
fo r  th e ir  ow n ru le, to  en ter in to  
th is  t ita n ic  tes t o f s treng th , they 
w i l l  soon d iscover the  enemy a t 
home. F o r they  w i l l  have to  exact 
sacrifices on a scale never before 
seen and they w ill no t exact them  
unchallenged.

They kgow  th is . T h a t is w h y  
even now, w e ll past the  eleventh 
hour, the e ffo rts  continue to  find  
a new balance, however p re ca ri
ous, th a t w i l l  somehow d u ll the 
razor-sharp  edge o f the  cris is  
they find  themselves in.

A m erica ’s C entra l Role
A m erican  im peria lism , repre

sented by Roosevelt, is p lay in g  
r ig h t  now a cen tra l ro le  in  these 
efforts. I t  regards its e lf  as the 
a rb ite r- in -ch ie f and in tends to  
use its  power to  impose a se ttle 
m ent th a t w i l l  insure its  own p a r
am ount ru le  in  w o rld  a ffa irs . I f  
possible i t  w i l l  seek to  do so by 
m an ipu la ting  its  economic weap

ons, bu t is p re pa ring  steadily, fo r  
the inev itab le  necessity fo r  using 
its  arm ed s treng th  as w e ll, p r i
m a r ily  in  the P acific  aga inst its  
ch ie f r iv a l there, Japan.

Zero H our
In  the im m edia te s itua tion , the 

cen tra l ob jective  o f A m erican  im 
p e ria lis t s tra te g y  is to  focus the  
w a r as soon as possible in to  a 
w a r o f the powers aga inst the 
Soviet U n ion, to  crush there the 
spectre o f w o rke rs ’ ru le  and to 
th ro w  open to  the  v ic to rious  im 
p e ria lis t bloc the r ic h  lands o f 
the  Russias. I f  to do th is  i t  is 
necessary to crush H it le r  f irs t,  
the W estern  powers w ill-  ge t a ll 
the  aid they need to  do so, eco
nom ic and m ilita ry . I t  is to  see i f  
th is  decision is re a lly  inescapable 
th a t Roosevelt hits sent W elles to  
Europe. T h a t is w h y  W elles has 
gone on the ve ry  eve o f zero hour.

A M A Z I N G
O P P O R T U N I T Y
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Their Government
Just What Happens 
On Election Day?

E lec tion  D ay nex t Novem ber w i l l  be pointed to  w ith  
pride by defenders o f the “ A m erican  system ”  as con
v in c ing  p roo f th a t "genuine dem ocracy”  p reva ils  in  
th is  coun try . On th a t day, they w i l l  argue, the ad u lt 
popu lation, o f its  own free w ill,  w ith o u t coercion and 
by secret ba llo t, selects its  own ch ie f executive, to 
ge ther w ith  the o th e r m a jo r offic ia ls  w ho govern the 
nation. In  the.case o f the Presidency, a ll c itizens over 
21 years o f age m ay vote fo r  anyone he wishes who is 
na tive -born  and m ore than 35 years old. W h a t fu r th e r  
evidence could be required- to  show th a t the people 
ru le  themselves, th a t the y  have the k in d  o f govern
m ent w h ich  the m a jo r ity  w ants  to have?

U n ive rsa l su ffrage and the secret b a llo t are, in  
tru th , precious r ig h ts , and no M a rx is t w i l l  advocate 
abandoning th e m ; on the con tra ry , the problem  in  th is  

'c o u n try  is ra th e r to  extend them  so th a t they  w ill 
app ly  in  fa c t to  a ll, and no t be res tr ic ted  as a t  present 
th ro u g h  various k inds o f ra c ia l and p ro pe rty  d isqua li
fications. Nevertheless, a  ve ry  l i t t le  exam ina tion  o f 
w h a t happens on and before E le c tio n  D ay w i l l  be 
enough to  show th a t un ive rsa l su ffrage  and thfe secret 
b a llo t are in  themselves powerless to  guarantee a fu l l  
and genuine democracy.

How Do Names Get on the Ballot?
The Presidency is the decisive p o lit ic a l office in  the 

U n ited  States today. The extension o f the pow er o f 
the executive branch o f the governm ent d u rin g  the 
past tw o  o r three decades gives i t  in  prac tice  the  con
tro ll in g  pow er over the m ost im p o rta n t p o lit ic a l and 
social issues, in c lud in g  power to  invo lve  the cou n try  
in  w ar.

On E lection  Day, though  th e o re tica lly  free  to  vote 
fo r  anyone we w ish, the ba llo t a c tu a lly  p r in ts  the 
names o f electors fo r  on ly  fro m  tw o  to  five  o r s ix 
candidates fo r  the Presidency. In  m any i f  no t m ost 
States, on ly  tw o  candidates— those o f the Republican 
and D em ocratic  pa rties— appear on the ba llo t.

H ow  did  those names ge t there  ? I f  the people have 
no rea l say abou t w h a t names the y  select fro m  on the 
Novem ber ba llo t, o r  w h a t po lic ies the men named 
stand fo r, then the pretended freedom  o f choice in 
Novem ber is la rg e ly  an illus ion . I t  w ou ld  be lik e  te ll
in g  someone he is free  to  select any card  he m ay w ish 
fro m  a deck, b u t then con s tru c ting  the deck so th a t  i t  
contained on ly  tw o ’s and th ree ’s.

The decision about the tw o  p rin c ip a l names to  ap
pear on the Novem ber b a llo t w i l l  be made a t the  na
tion a l conventions o f the Republican and D em ocratic  
parties, to be held in June and Ju ly . P repara tions fo r  
these conventions are now go ing ra p id ly  fo rw a rd . Be
g in n in g  nex t m onth , a series o f p r im a ry  e lections w ill 
be held in  m any S tates to select the convention dele
gates. i

*

I t  m ig h t seem th a t th rou gh  these p r im a ry  elections, 
the people should be able to  con tro l the w o rk  o f the 
conventions, and thus decide whose names go on the 
convention ba llo ts. T h is  is no t a t a ll the case. The 
delegate slates a t the p r im a ry  e lections are publicized 
as i f  the y  were men pledged to Roosevelt, G arner, 
Dewey, T a ft, o r  whoever i t  m ig h t be; but, w ith  the 
exception o f on ly  one o r tw o  States, the pledges are 
no t b ind ing. The delegates are in no w ay responsible 
to the people who voted fo r  them ; they m ay do an y 
th in g  they  please a t the conventions. They are a lm ost 
a lw ays hardened m achine-m en, ready to  do w hateve r 
they are to ld . The pub lic  pledge to  one candidate o r 
another is on ly  a tem po ra ry  device to  a t t ra c t  votes 
and in te rest.

So m uch so is th is  the case th a t m any o f the ch ie f 
candidates do no t even bo ther to  e n te r slates in  the 
p r im a ry  elections. S enator T a ft,  fo r  example, h ig h  on 
the lis t  o f Republican possib ilities, is s teering  c lear o f 
pub lic  p r im a ry  battles. He is lin in g  up delegates 
qu ie tly , behind the scenes in  the club-houses and com
m ittee-room s.

Some years ago, m any lib e ra l re fo rm ers  tho ugh t 
th a t d irec t p rim a rie s  fo r  convention delegates would 
break the backs o f the c o rru p t p o lit ic a l machines. A  
m a jo r ity  o f S tates in troduced them . Experience show
ed th a t they  were seldom a handicap, and o ften  an 
add itiona l advantage, to  the  machines. In  recent 
years, several S tates have abandoned d ire c t p rim aries , 
and gone back to  the s tandard m ethod o f selection by 
the S tate p a r ty  com m ittees.

In d ire c tly , o f course, popu la r fee ling  influences to 
some ex te n t the selection o f candidates. A  convention, 
unless i t  w an ts  to  ou t its  own p a r ty  th roa t, has go t 
to  p ick  a m an w ith  a ce rta in  am ount o f mass appeal, 
who can be pu t across to  the voters. B u t i t  rem ains a 
fa c t th a t in  the U n ited  S tates today there  is no seri
ous and responsible dem ocra tic  con tro l over the m a jo r 
p o litica l pa rties  and, th rou gh  them , over the personnel 
and polic ies o f the governm ent.

A Labor Party and Democracy
There is no m ys te ry  in  th is  fa c t when once we 

understand th a t the e x is tin g  p a rlia m e n ta ry  and p a r ty  
m ach inery in  th is  c o u n try  has as its  ob ject n o t m ere ly  
o r even p r im a r ily  to  express a ce rta in  (v e ry  m in o r) 
degree o f democracy, b u t to  l im it  and re s tr ic t  democ
racy  w ith in  n a rro w  and closely guarded borders. 
These borders are defined by  the p ro p e rty  re la tio ns  o f 
c a p ita lis t economy and the in te rests  o f the owners o f 
p rope rty .

Inside those borders, some dem ocracy is pe rm is
sible, a t least u n t il cap ita lism  in  o rder to  save its e lf  
is com pelled to  reso rt to  fa sc is t to ta l ita r ia n  po litics . 
Outside those borders, a ttem p ts  a t dem ocracy be
come— “ subversive a g ita tio n .”  The p a rlia m e n ta ry  m a
chinery, the " tw o -p a r ty  system ,”  are designed .to de
fend those borders, and thus to l im i t  dem ocra tic  con
tro l by the masses in  such a w a y  th a t i t  cannot in te r 
fe re  w ith  cap ita lism .

These general considerations ind ica te  one reason 
w h y  i t  is so va in  to  hope th a t  the  w o rke rs  can ever 
“ use”  e ith e r the D em ocra tic  o r  Republic pa rties  to  
achieve th e ir  a im s: by th e ir  ve ry  na tu re  these pa rties  
are a n ti-w o rk in g  class, and w o rke rs  suppo rt them  
on ly  a t the cost o f m a k in g  th e ir  own aim s impossible.

F o r the w o rke rs  to  ge t anywhere on the p o lit ic a l 
arena, the f ir s t  step has g o t to  be to  break o u t o f the 
fra m e w o rk  o f c a p ita lis t— th a t  is, a n ti-w o rk in g  c la s s -  
p o lit ic s ; specifica lly , in  th is  cou n try , to  b reak aw ay 
fro m  bo th  the D em ocra tic  and Republican parties, and 
bu ild  a w o rke rs ’ p a r ty  w ith  a  w o rke rs ’ p ro g ra m  and 
w o rke rs ’ candidates. I f  th is  isn ’t  done, the  choice in  
Novem ber isn ’ t  w o r th  the tim e  i t  takes to  w a lk  to  the 
polls. A  vote ove r w ho is  to  be w arden Is no t v e ry  
c ruc ia l when the  rea l p rob lem  is how  to  g e t o u t o f ja il.

Increased Attacks Against 
Our Belgian Comrades?


