
We propose that the regular 1940 session o f the Congress of the United States shall enact emergency
legislation to put into immediate effect the follow ing.

1. Appropriation o f $10,000,000,000 to provide, at once, jobs on housing and other public works projects
for unemployed workers.

2. Amendment of the Wages and Hours Act to provide throughout private industry and public works a 
maximum work week o f 30 hours and a minimum weekly pay of 30 dollars.

3. 30 dollar weekly old age and disability pensions.
4. Appropriation o f $3,000,000,000 to guarantee either maintenance at school or jobs fo r all youth.
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SAILORS FIGHT ATTEMPTS TO BAR STRIKES
SW P A nti-W ar Fight 
In St. Paul Election

Henry Rutzick Poses Real Issues O f 
W ar and Unemployment To Voters 
In Mayoralty Contest

ST. P A U L , M inn .— H e nry  R u tz ick , a n ti-w a r candidate fo r  m ayor 
o f S t. Paul, w i l l  address an election ra l ly  F r id a y , M a rch  8th , 8 p.m., 
in  the  St. P au l headquarters of the  S ocia lis t W orke rs  P a rty , 147
W est 5 th  S treet.

R u tz ick , an unem ployed young man, w i l l  m ake c lear h is p o lit ic a l 
differences w ith  a ll boss p a r ty  candidates and w ith  the  candidate o f 
the  C om m unist P a rty , Rose T illo tson .

In  en te ring  the  race fo r  m ayor, R u tz ick  filed the fo llo w in g  s ta te ­
m en t a t the  c ity  h a ll:

“ I  am  en te rin g  th is  cam paign 
o f S t. P au l the  rea l problem s < 
they are fac ing, W a r and U n ­
em ploym ent.

“ I  stand fo r  decent jobs fo r  
a ll a t  trade  un ion wages, fo r  
freedom  o f trade  unions fro m  
governm ent persecution, fo r  de­
fense o f c iv i l lib e rtie s  and com ­
ple te  opposition to  im p e ria lis t 
w a r.”

C h ief opponents o f R u tz ick  are 
Fa llon , the rea c tion a ry  incum ­
bent, and M cDonough, a Y oung 
D em ocrat w ho w angled the  en­
dorsem ent o f the La bo r P rogres­
sive Association. The S ta lin is t 
candidate, Rose T illo tson , says to ­
day she stands fo r  peace. U p  to  
the  tim e  the S ta lin -H itle r  pact 
was signed, T illo tso n  was an a r ­
dent ad m ire r o f Roosevelt, w hoop­
ed i t  up fo r  a th ird  te rm , and a r­
gued in fa v o r o f the governm ent’s 
huge arm am en t expenditures and 
p ro -w a r policies.

R u tz ic k  is u rg in g  a l l S t. Pau l 
un ion is ts  and the unem ployed to  
vo te  fo r- his., i?wn candidacy fo r  
m ayor, and fo r  a ll endowed can­
didates o f the Labo r Progressive 
A ssocia tion  except M cDonough 
and A xe l Peterson.

N A T IO N  IS  W A T C H IN G  
ST. P A U L  E L E C T IO N

On F eb ru a ry  23rd D re w  Pear­
son and R obe rt A llen , au thors  o f 
the na tiona lly -synd ica ted  "W ash­
in g to n  M erry-G o-R ound,”  tipped 
o ff readers th a t "P o lit ic a l insiders 
are keeping a close eye on the 
m un ic ipa l e lection in  St. Paul, 
M innesota, the f ir s t  to  be held 
th is  year. I t  takes place on A p r i l 
30 and w i l l  be a s ig n ifica n t tes t 
o f how the p o lit ic a l w inds are 
b low ing  in  a sta te  cap tured by  
the  GOP in  1938. Opposing the 
Republican m ayo r is D em ocra tic  
John J. M cDonough, who has the 
back ing  o f F a rm er-L ab orites .”

To the w o rke rs  o f the na tion  
who also have th e ir  eyes on St. 
P au l, the S oc ia lis t W orke rs  P a r­
ty  b rings the message th a t in  th is  
c ity  the w o rk in g  class w i l l  have 
the o p p o rtu n ity  to  express its  de­
s ire  fo r  independent p o lit ic a l ac­
tio n  by v o tin g  fo r  a re vo lu tio n a ry  
soc ia lis t candidate fo r  m ayor.

A  special ed ition  o f the Socia l­
is t Appea l con ta in ing  the p ro ­
g ram  o f the  S oc ia lis t W orke rs  
P a r ty  fo r  the M arch  12 St. Paul 
election, is  be ing w ide ly  d is tr ib u t­
ed In the  trade  unions here.

The labo r m ovem ent here re ­
sponded en thus ias tica lly  to the 
ca ll o f the Labor-P rogressive A s ­
socia tion to  back a labo r p o lit ic a l 
cam paign. B u t a t its  January  20 
m eeting , the A ssocia tion  chose 
John M cDonough, a D em ocrat, as 
its  m a y o ra lty  candidate.

" I t  is  the d u ty  o f a ll class­
conscious w orke rs ,”  says the  
election s ta tem en t o f the  So­
c ia lis t W orke rs  P a rty , “ to  re­
s is t th is  tendency w ith  m ig h t 
and m ain. W e m ust understand 
w h a t w i l l  happen to  the w o rk ­
ers’ p o lit ic a l m ovem ent in  a co­
a lit io n  w ith  an enemy p a rty . I f  
la bo r’s p o lit ic a l s treng th  can be 
d ive rted  back in to  the  o ld  chan­
nels o f em ployer-dom inated po­
li t ic a l machines, i t  w i l l  be 
wasted.”

The Labor-P rogressive Associ­
a tio n  adopted several im p o rta n t 
labo r p lanks fo r  its  p la tfo rm , in ­
c lu d in g  a  ten  b illio n  d o lla r pub lic  
w o rks  program , a 30-do lla r m in i­
m um  and 30 - ho u r m axim um  
week, tra n s fe r o f a ll w a r  funds to  
the  unemployed, etc. B u t th is  p ro ­
g ra m  w i l l  receive no support 
fro m  M cDonough, the  Dem ocrat. 

“ Even in  re la tiv e ly  no rm a l 
tim e«,”  the  SW P po in ts  out, 
“ the  chances w ou ld  be Incred­
ib ly  sm all th a t  M cDonough 
w ou ld  go aga ins t his p a r ty  and 
side w ith  la bo r in  its  needs and 
demands. B u t in  a  period o f 
p repa ra tions fo r  w a r, w ith  the

place be fore the  w o rk in g  people

HENRY RUTZICK

Born In St. Paul, January 1, 
1915. Attended local schools. 
Graduate of University of M in­
nesota school of architecture. 
Unemployed. Banner-bearer of 
the program of the Socialist 
W orkers P arty in the March 12 
St. Paul election. The only can­
didate opposed to all boss wars.

ru lin g  class con cen tra ting  its  
im posing power ‘to  ha m string  
the  w o rk in g  class and s ta rve  
the unem ployed in to  the  a rm y, 
i t  w ould be im possib le to  be­
lieve th a t  M cDonough o r any 
boss p o lit ic ia n  w ou ld  f ig h t fo r  
the  w o rke rs ’ r ig h t  to  liv e  and a 
decent liv in g .”

L A B O R ’S O R G AN  
C O N D E M N E D  D E M O C R A TS

The SW P rem inded the trade  
un ion m ovem ent th a t the U n ion  
Advocate, organ o f the St. P au l 
unions, has recen tly  characterized 
the polic ies o f the  head o f M c­
Donough’s p a r ty  in  te rm s w h ich  
m ake i t  an  unprinc ip led  step now 
to  tu rn  around and support M c­
Donough. On Sept. 28, 1939, the 
U n ion  A dvocate w arned unions 
w h ich  had endorsed Roosevelt 
th a t they w ou ld  “ reg re t th e ir  ac­
tio n ."  I t  said:

"The f irs t  exh ib ition  o f a rad ­
ica l tu rn -a b o u t by the P res i­
dent was his approval o f the re ­
cent enactm ent o f Congress to  
des troy  the p re va ilin g  wage 
scale on W P A . H is  second dem ­
o n s tra tion  came in  his fa ilu re  
to  in te rfe re  w ith  the cza ris tic  
m ethods used to  a rre s t and ja i l  
scores o f hum ble W P A  s tr ik e rs  
in  M inneapolis. H is  th ird  o f­
fense aga inst La bo r was the 
nam ing  o f a w a r resources 
board on w h ich  the re  is  no t a 
sing le  representa tive  o f o rgan­
ized labor, b u t whose en tire  
personnel reads lik e  a d ire c to ry  
o f the m ost b it te r  a n ti- la b o r 
em ployers in  the  na tion . The 
fo u r th  reve la tion  o f M r. Roose­
v e lt ’s scorn ing o f La bo r is sum ­
med up in  h is  insistence th a t 
the present n e u tra lity  la w  be 
repealed and th a t  a ‘cash and 
c a r ry ’ p o licy  in  regard  to  sup­
p ly in g  w a r m un itio ns  be inaug­
ura ted. . . . W hen Labo r en­
dorses M r. Roosevelt fo r  a  th ird  
te rm  i t  places the  stam p o f ap­
p ro va l on the  ve ry  th in g s  Labor 
has fo u g h t lo, these m any 
w eary  years.”

On Feb. 8, 1940, the U n ion  A d ­
vocate w arned th a t Roosevelt 
was p repa ring  w a r  and hounding 
Labo r:

“ J u s t now  Congress is ta lk ­
in g  peace and le g is la tin g  w a r.

(C ontinued on Page 2)

GREEN ORDER 
OUSTING TYPOS 
IS REJECTED

Central Bodies Are 
Denouncing AFL Fiat 
For Expulsion

E V A N S V IL L E , Ind iana, Feb. 
23— The C en tra l Labo r U n ion  
here has refused to  concur w ith  
W ill ia m  Green’s o rder expe lling  
typog raph ica l un ion locals fro m  
a ll A F L  cen tra l bodies fo r  fa i l­
ure o f the T ypog raph ica l In te r ­
na tiona l to  pay the  special as­
sessment fo r  w a r aga ins t the 
CIO.

Green’s c irc u la r le tte r  was 
read a t the Feb. 15 m eeting. A f t ­
e r a speech by second vice -pres i­
dent Charles T iltz , typo  delegate, 
the  body, by a huge m a jo r ity , re­
fused to  concur w ith  the order 
fro m  Green.

The cha ir refused to  accept the 
action, dec la ring  i t  illeg a l, o u t o f 
order, and c o n tra ry  to  the rules 
o f the A F L . The body d idn ’t  
w a n t to  take any action, b u t ju s t 
to  ignore  the com m unication , bu t 
the ch a ir forced i t  on the floor. 
Repeated m otions to  ad journ  
were declared o u t o f order. 
There fore the on ly  choice was, as 
they did, to  refuse to abide b y  the 
ru lin g  o f the E xecu tive  Council 
expe lling  the typos.

A t  the n e x t m eeting, a week 
la te r, w ith o u t any discussion, 
nom inations fo r  the  offices to  be 
vacated by the typo  members 
were called fo r , and made. To 
th is  exten t, the  cen tra l body has 
com plied w ith  Green’s order. B u t 
the previous decision re fus ing  to  
concur w ith  the o rd e r rem ains 
p a r t o f the  record —  a slap a t 
Green and the s p lit t in g  p o lic y  o f 
the A F L  na tion a l leadership.

New Deal Becomes W ar Deal

T h is  g raph ic  c h a rt was made by the  U nem p loym ent D iv is ion  o f th e  CIO. N o te  the 
sharp rise  in  arm am en t expenditures, as shown b y  the  r is in g  do tted line. N o te  the 
equa lly  sharp  decline in  W Y A  and P W A  expenditures, as shown by  the  dow nw ard 
m ov ing  b lack  line. M oney fo r  a rm s means th a t m uch less fo r  W P A  and P W A .

Frisco Body Finally 
Yields; Jamestown 
Flatly Refuses

S A N  FR A N C IS C O , Feb. 24—  
T um u ltuous  scenes took {dace 
here when W ill ia m  Green’s order 
fo r  expulsion o f delegates fro m  
typo g rap h ica l locals was read a t 
the  m eeting  o f the  San F rancisco 
A F L  Labo r Council.

A tte m p ts  were made to  ad­
jo u rn  o r to  tab le  the  action  fo r  
n in e ty  days, u n t il S ecre tary J. 
A . O ’Connell w a rned: “ W e m ust 
com p ly  w ith  Green’s o rder o r 
cease to  be an A F L  council.”  

W hen the  o rder was f in a lly  
obeyed, and the ten typo  dele­
gates and tw o  fro m  the m a ile rs ’ 
un ion, a typo  a ffilia te , w a lked  ou t 
o f the ha ll, tw o  hundred o r more 
delegates fro m  o th e r unions ac­
companied them  in  pro test, leav­
in g  the h a ll m ore than  h a lf 
em pty.

JA M E S T O W N , N . Y ., Feb. 24 
— The Jam estown C entra l Labor 
Council voted unan im ously on 
Feb. 14 to  refuse to  unseat dele­
gates fro m  the typo g rap h ica l lo ­
cals, and called upon the A F L  ex­
ecutive council to  reconsider the 
order.

"The Jam estown council re ­
fused to  com p ly  w ith  the  ord^T 
because i t  tended to  s p lit  the  la ­
bor m ovem ent” , declared E rnes t 
Carlson, pres ident o f the council.

250,000 Dropped 
From New York WPA 
Rolls During 1939

M ore tha n  250,000 people were 
dropped fro m  re lie f and W P A  
ro lls  d u rin g  the la s t yea r in  New 
Y o rk  C ity , a lth ou gh  there  were 
no jobs fo r  the heads o f the fa m ­
ilie s  dropped, i t  was revealed th is  
week w hen W orks  P ro jects  A d ­
m in is tra to r  Som ervell m ade pub­
l ic  h is annual re p o rt to  the  na­
tio n a l office.

The W P A  employed 110,057 
persons on Dec. 31 and the com­
bined w o rk  and home re lie f ro lls  
were 256,590 a t  the  end o f thei , ^ s h is to ry ,  
year. T h is  con trasts  w ith  337,821 3 '

a t its  beginn ing. Each case is 
considered to  represent 3.8 to  4 
persons. Therefore, approx im ate ­
ly  one m illio n  persons w ere  on 
re lie f ro lls , w h ich  is  a reduction, 
by  Som ervell’s ow n figures, o f 
250,000 fro m  the  beg inn ing o f the 
year.

Low est Since 1935
Som ervell boasted th a t  the 

num ber o f persons rece iv ing any 
fo rm  o f re lie f and the cost to  a ll 
agencies was lo w er in  1939 than 
in  any o th e r yea r since 1935.

U. S. Fleet Readies 
Pacific W ar '‘Games'’

W ill Range Fateful 'Triangle' During 
Critical Spring Months; Big Army, 
Aerial Maneuvers Also Due

In  A pril, as the war in Europe enters what may pVove to 
be its first decisive phase, the United States Fleet w ill steam 
far out into the Pacific for the largest-scale “ maneuvers”  in

I t  w ill move into the fateful “ triangle”  bounded by Alaska, 
Hawaii, and the California coast. Its advance patrols o f sub­
marines, destroyers, and aircrafts w ill range the seas westward 
to the outer fringe o f the Japanese maritime empire.

In  these waters Yankee imperialism expects eventually to 
come to grips w ith its Japanese rival. This year the dress re­
hearsal may well be the last to®-----------------------------------------
be called a “ war game.”  Next 
time, it  may well be the war i t ­
self.

A  fleet o f 130 warships—

Behind the Lines
By GEORGE STERN

The W elles m ission is tu rn in g  
ou t to  be secret d ip lom acy w ith  
a vengeance:

P resident Roosevelt announced 
he was sending his Under-Secre­
ta ry  o f S ta te  to  Europe so le ly to  
secure " in fo rm a tio n .”  A s  we 
po in ted o u t a t the tim e, th is  
sounded fishy  enough on the face 
o l it .  W ith  d ip lom ats  a t every 
key p o in t in  Europe and various 
o th e r sources o f secret in te ll i­
gence, Roosevelt had no need o f 
sending a special em issary solely 
to  secure " in fo rm a tio n .”

T h is  fic tio n  was exploded 
sky -h ig h  w ith in  a  few  hours o f 
W elles’ a r r iv a l in  Rome. He 
handed to  M usso lin i a  secret 
le tte r  fro m  Roosevelt and thus, 
in  the  words o f the T im es’ cor­
respondent, “ p u t an end to  the 
accepted (s ic ) vers ion  th a t h is 
t r ip  is pu re ly  in fo rm a tiv e .”

The W elles m ission is p a r t  o f 
a  gam e played w ith  m illio ns  o f 
lives as the  stakes. The A m er-

ican people m ust demand now 
m ore than  eve r: “ W h a t is
Roosevelt up  to ?  W h a t are the 
contents o f the  secret le tte r  
handed to  M usso lin i and w h a t 
o ther com m unications is  W elles 
scheduled to  de live r in  B erlin , 
Paris, and London?”

W hy a ll the lies in  the f irs t 
place about t lie  purpose o f the 
W elles m ission?

I f ,  as the  newspapers g lib ly  
suggest, W elles is m ak in g  "peace 
soundings” — then w h y  a ll the  
pussyfoo ting  about i t ?  S ure ly  a 
move fo r  peace could have no 
s trong e r basis tha n  the unan i­
mous support o f the  people in  
th is  c o u n try  and in  o thers? W hy  
does i t  have to  be k e p t secret 
fro m  them ?

W elles, h im se lf, however, a f t ­
e r he saw M usso lin i in  Rome 
f la t ly  denied th a t  he was in  
Europe to  discuss a cessation of 
hos tilitie s .

(Continued on Page 4)

ranging from the huge super- 
dreadnoughts down to the 
smallest torpedo boats— w ill 
move into action, accompanied 
by 350 fighting planes and 
manned by 42,500 officers and 
men. The trials, we are told, 
w ill be “ more ambitious and 
more impressive than ever be­
fore.”

T h is  la te s t a tte m p t to  solve 
w h a t is know n as “ F le e t P rob ­
lem  21” — or m ore openly speak­
ing , the  s tra te g y  and ta c tics  o f 
a  w a r between the  U.S. and 
Japan— w ill  be the  m a jo r item  
in  a S p ring  and Sum m er filled  
w ith  a  long p rog ram  o f land, 
sea, and ae ria l maneuvers by 
A m erican  forces on a h ith e rto  
unprecedented scale.

L a te r in  the sum m er the  land 
and a ir  forces based on H a w a ii, 
the P h ilipp ines and Panama, w i l l  
engage in  m aneuvers th a t also 
fo rm  p a r t  o f “ F lee t P roblem  21.”  

W h ile  the  m a in  stress is on the 
P acific  area— w h ich  is  in  re a lity  
the m ain thea te r o f eventua l U.S. 
w a rtim e  opera tions— the w a r m a­
chine on con tinen ta l U n ited  
S tates and in  the A t la n t ic  is be­
in g  p u t th ro u g h  no less rigorous 
tests.

European W ar Expected 
The A t la n t ic  F lee t has bei 

(Continued on Page 4)

Special Appeals A id  Your Local Drives!
In  last week’s SO CIALIST  

A PPEA L we published the 
news in the “Appeal Arm y” 
column of the special edition 
we issued for the Newark or­
ganization. The occasion for 
the issue was the special “C ity 
Manager Plan” election in 
Newark.

We printed 1000 extra copies 
of the A PPEA L w ith the head­
line “VO TE ‘NO’ ON TH E  
NEW A RK  C IT Y  M ANAGER  
PLA N .” In  a ll other respects 
the Newark edition was the 
same as the regular edition.

The Newark comrades ped­
dled the paper on the streets, 
sold them from  house to house 
and in front of factory gates. 
The day after the election, the 
literature agent appeared in 
the office w ith money for the 
entire edition.

The special publicity of this 
edition was an excellent boost 
both for the Newark S.W.P. 
and the SO C IA LIST APPEAL, 
as Indicated by a ll reports. Inci­
dentally, as we had hoped, the 
C ity Manager Plan was defeat-

ed. We didn’t  do it, but we con­
tributed our share. The party 
w ill profit from this work in 
more than one way in the fu ­
ture.

This week a special edition 
A PPEA L is travelling half way 
across the country— to St. Paul. 
As you w ill observe on this 
page, the St. Paul SWP is run­
ning its own candidate for 
mayor, Comrade Henry Rutz- 
ick.

St- Paul is ordering 3000 cop­
ies of the special edition. In  ad­

d itio n  to  the  a rtic le s  you see 
in  y o u r copy o f th e  paper, the  
St. P au l ed ition  w i l l  c a rry  the  
com plete te x t  o f the  p a r ty ’s 
e lection program .

W h a t N e w a rk  has done, w h a t 
S t. P au l is  doing, is a  challenge 
to  the  branches in  the  re s t o f 
the  coun try . Don’t  le t  im p o rt­
a n t op po rtu n itie s  fo r  propagan­
da s lip  th rou gh  y o u r Angers by 
issu ing a p i t i fu l  m im eographed 
handb ill. Keep on y o u r toes! 
O rder a  special ed ition  when 
the issue gets good and h o t!

Seamen Resist Drive 
Aim ed at Unions

SAN FRANCISCO, Cal.—The Sailors Union of the Pacific, which 
has borne the brunt of every struggle of the m aritim e crafts w ith  
the shipowners since 1934, is up in arms against the latest fink 
scheme— the “five year peace plan.”

The desperate attempts of the U.S. M aritim e Commission, as the 
war approaches, to find ways and means of crushing m ilitant union- 
,sm— the commission has called the merchant marine an “auxiliary  
to the United States Navy” and wants to run it  like the naval per­

so nn el is ra il, without voice or 
power to protest— has found anWAR IN YEAR, 

BIG BUSINESS 
HEAD STATES

Head of National 
Industrial Board 
Predicts It

P H IL A D E L P H IA , Feb. 25—  
One o f the  m ost a u th o rita tiv e  
spokesmen fo r  B ig  Business s ta r­
tled  his audience by  coo lly de­
sc rib ing  as an absolute c e rta in ty  
th a t  "w ith in  a yea r fro m  now the 
a rm y, navy and a ir  forces o f th is  
cou n try  w i l l  be a c tiv e ly  engaged 
in  h o s tilit ie s  on th ree  con tinen ts .”

The speaker was D r. V irg il 
Jordan, president o f the  N a tion a l 
In d u s tr ia l Conference Board, the 
“ b ra in  t ru s t ’ o f g re a t financ ia l 
and in d u s tr ia l in te rests. H e spoke 
here yeste rday a t a F o re ign  P o l­
ic y  A ssocia tion  luncheon.

He predicted th a t Sum ner W el­
les w ou ld  re tu rn  to  con firm  th a t 
the “ to ta lita r ia n  phase”  o f the 
w a r is to  begin ne x t m onth , w ith  
w a r spreading to  the N e a r E as t 
and the  Balkans, in v o lv in g  the  
S oviet U n ion, and G erm any a t ­
te m p tin g  e ith e r to  f ld n k  o r break 
the A llie d  lines.

B y  in d irec tion , he accorded ev­
en a  fo u r th  te rm  to  Roosevelt, 
s ta tin g  th a t the  w a r  w ou ld  con­
tin u e  th ro u g h  the 1940’s “ under 
the present a d m in is tra tio n ."

W a r A g a in s t U.S.S.R.
He lis ted  S oviet Russia, Ger­

m any and Japan as the countries 
aga ins t w h ich  the U n ited  S tates 
w ou ld  be p itte d  sho rtly .

“ U n t i l  we are a c tive ly  en­
gaged,”  said Jordan, “ the  A llie s  
w i l l  be supplied th ro u g h  G overn­
m en t se lling  agencies and f i­
nanced by governm ent loans. In  
the course o f the  w a r, a fte r  ac­
tiv e  p a rtic ip a tio n  begins, a ll m an­
pow er w i l l  be conscrip ted fo r  do­
m estic  la bo r as w e ll as m il ita ry  
purposes. . . .’ ’

P red ic ted L e n g th y  C ris is
Jordan is  an a rch -rea c tiona ry  

who s t i l l  finds Roosevelt d is taste ­
fu l. He is know n fo r  b lun t-speak­
ing, however. S h o rtly  a f te r  the 
crash o f 1929, he c u t th rou gh  a ll 
the o p tim is tic  ba llyhoo o f the 
bankers and pred ic ted th a t the 
depression w ou ld  la s t over dec­
ades.

Jordan  linked  his p red ic tions 
about the  com ing yea r’s events 
w ith  a th e o ry  th a t  the cause o f 
w o rld  chaos was the abandon­
m en t o f  " fre e  en te rp rise ” . He 
term ed the w a r the la te s t phase 
o f a "p e rs is te n t process o f social 
d is in te g ra tio n ’ rep resenting  "a n ­
o th e r th ir ty  years w a r, on a la rg ­
e r stage and in  m odern dress.’ 
I t  m arked  the relapse o f c iv i l­
iza tion , he said, fro m  “ lib e ra l hu­
m anism  to  a m echanized feuda l­
ism .”

B y  " lib e ra l”  Jordan m eant the 
M anchester economics o f t r iu m ­
phan t B r it is h  im p e ria lism  o f the 
N ine teen th  C entury. T h a t " l ib e r ­
a l”  w o rld  has c e rta in ly  d isap­
peared —  b u t Jo rdan  doesn’t  u n ­
derstand i t  disappeared by  the in ­
ev itab le  developm ent o f c a p ita l­
ism  in to  m onopo lis tic  im p e ria l­
ism.

“ In te rn a l D isorde r”  Here
Jordan predicted, d u r in g  the 

course o f the w a r, “ increasing in ­
te rna l d iso rder”  in  A m erica , 
w h ich  w ou ld  be suppressed By 
"a rm ed  force, espionage, censor­
sh ip  and suspension o f c iv i l 
r ig h ts  and c iv i l processes.”

There were gasps f ro m  the  au­
dience as Jordan  w e n t on, since 
m any w ho don ’t  share Jordan ’s 
economic theories have learned 
to  respect h is shrewdness as an 
observer o f p o lit ic a l develop­
ments.

ally inside labor’s ranks: H arry  
Bridges, West Coast longshore­
men’s boss.

In  his paper, “Voice of the Fed­
eration,” Feb. 1, Bridges came 
out w ith his peace plan. I f  adopt­
ed, it  would mean that the m ari­
tim e crafts would be forbidden to 
strike and a ll questions arising 
would be submitted to arbitra­
tion. That, w ith the right to 
strike removed for ¡five years, 
means compulsory arbitration.

The membership meeting of the 
headquarters (Frisco) branch of 
the Sailors Union reacted strong­
ly. I t  adopted a bluntly-worded 
resolution, as follows:

W HEREAS, the shipowners, m ar­
itim e commission, and various 
other employers organizations 
have attacked m ilitant union­
ism in the m aritim e field, in or­
der to crush the hiring hall and 
union standards, and

W HEREAS, a ll history of union­
ism has shown that the only 
semblance of peace for working 
men has been the existence and 
activity of democratic unions 
ready a t a ll tim e to fight for 
the rights of its members, and

W HEREAS, al unions which w ill­
ingly or unwillingly substituted 
arbitration, “peace (dans,” or 
“no strike action” fo r m ilitant 
action And themselves shackled, 
and helpless before the employ­
ers, and

W HEREAS, in typical dictator 
fashion the men who drew up 
the “F IV E  Y EA R  PEACE  
P LA N ” never consulted the 
men who work on ships and 
docks as to their attitude to­
wards it, and

W HEREAS, the “F IV E  YEA R  
P LA N ” now being proposed to 
m aritim e workers would take 
from  us the fundamental and 
democratic rights as union 
members to m ilitant action and 
leave us in a position to resort 
only to compulsory arbitration, 
therefore

BE IT  RESOLVED, th at the 
SUP condemn this so-called 
“F IV E  YEA R  PEACE PLA N ,” 
and

BE IT  FU R TH E R  RESOLVED, 
the SUP print this resolution In 
the “W EST COAST SAILO R” 
and give it  wide publicity warn­
ing all members of m aritim e 
unions of the danger to their 
unions inherent in the “F IV E  
YEA R  PEACE PLA N .”

That the Sailors Union, in its 
struggle to prevent the govern­
ment and shipowners from break­
ing the back of the m aritim e la ­
bor movement, should now have 
to direct its fire so sharply against 
Bridges, may puzzle some East 
Coast workers. For, thanks to the 

(Continued on Page 2)

Labor Leaders Demand 
Roosevelt Pardon 
Minneapolis Strikers

Pardons for the 82 Minneapolis 
W PA strikers who have been 
sentenced by the federal courts 
have been demanded in letters 
addressed to President Roosevelt 
by many prominent labor leaders, 
It  was announced last week by 
the Workers Defense League.

Among those w riting to Roose­
velt were George S. Counts, pres­
ident of the American Federation 
of Teachers; Joseph Schlossberg, 
secretary-treasurer of the Am al­
gamated Clothing W orkers; A. 
Philip Randolph, president of the 
Brotherhood of Pullman Porters, 
and J. R. Butler, president of the 
Southern Tenant Farmers Union.
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This Must Be Keynote of Forthcoming 
Auto Workers Convention

D E T R O IT — Emil Mazey was re-elected President of the 
large militant Briggs local of the United Automobile Workers 
this week by a narrow margin. The linai count showed 3,565 
votes for Mazey, 2,546 for Henry McMillan and 396 for Fred 
Dinkelman. The re-election o f Mazey by the smallest margin 
he ever received is a matter for serious study by every union 
militant.

Mazey was originally swept into office on a huge wave of 
personal popularity which he earned by a successful struggle 
against the reactionaries. H e 0 
maintained this popularity by 
organizing his local on a m ili­
tant basis and fighting tooth 
and nail w ith the corporation 
over every grievance o f the 
workers.

M azey’s f irs t  serious set-back 
came a f te r  w h a t was appa ren tly  
a b r i l l ia n t  v ic to ry  in  the s tr ik e  
aga inst the corpora tion  la s t 
S pring . M ost o f the un ion ’s de­
mands were won in  th a t s tr ike .
The rea l problem  however re ­
m ained unsettled— the union had

the corpora tion . In  th a t s trugg le  
there is on ly  one w inne r: the 
corpora tion .

B u t, i t  is objected, B rig g s  can­
no t ac t alone w ith o u t C hrys ler, 
w ith o u t General M otors. Yes, bu t 
w h y  don’t  C h rys le r and General 
M oto rs  ac t?  The convention o f 
the U .A .W . w ent on record las t 
year by unanim ous vote fo r  the 
"T h ir ty -h o u r  week a t fo rty -h o u rs  
pay.”  W h y  have the Thom as- 
R euther leadership buried th is  
p rogram  and exhumed i t  on ly  
fro m  tim e  to  tim e on ho liday 
occasions? W hy  did they ignore

Sailors Fight Fink Plan 
Which Would Bar Strikes

SWP FIGHTS 
AGAINST WAR 
IN ELECTIONS

n o t even re fe rred  to  i t  in its  th is  p rogram  in  the C hrys ler
demands to  the corpora tion . T h a t 
problem  was unem ploym ent. The
on ly  possible answer the union 
could ' g ive was: th ir t y  hours
w o rk  fo r  fo r ty  hours pay.

U N E M P L O Y M E N T  IS S U E  
IN  S E N IO R IT Y  FO R M

s tr ik e ?  W hy  are they re lega ting  
i t  to the p o in t o f "basic demands” 
— w h ich  mean no demands a t a ll 
— in  ne go tia tin g  w ith  General 
M o to rs  ?

W hy, in o ther words, Is the 
Thom as-R euther leadership v io la ­
t in g  the solemn decision o f the 

Soon a fte r  the s tr ik e  had ended j.lHt convention ? 
th is  issue began to  plague the
un ion heads and reappeared a t W hy?  Because they  are f r ig h t ­
m eeting a fte r  m eeting. I t  too k  ened by the real s trugg le  w ith  
the fo rm  o f a s trugg le  over the
question o f sen io rity . The young­
er, more m il ita n t  men, the back­
bone o f the B rig gs  local, wanted 
p lan t-w ide  sen io rity . The s trong ­
est demand fo r  p lan t-w ide  sen ior­
i t y  came fro m  the men a t the 
M ack Avenue p lan t, the la rge s t 
and m ost productive  u n it of the 
five B rig gs  d iv is ions in  the c ity . 
The M ack Ave. p la n t supplies 
bodies fo r  the C h rys le r P lym ou th  
p lan t. M azey backed the M ack 
Ave. un ionists. In  th a t  position 
he was r ig h t— b u t on ly  p a r t ia lly  
r ig h t.

V io le n t opposition to  th is  fo rm  
o f se n io r ity  and a demand fo r  
co rpora tion -w ide  tenure  was 
voiced in  m ost o f the o th e r p lan ts 
and p rin c ip a lly  in  the H igh land  
P a rk  u n it. The men in  the oppo­
s itio n  are the o ld -tim ers  o f 
B riggs , w ith  long years o f senior­
i t y '  behind them , the least m ili-1  
ta n t and the m ost conservative. | 
M os t o f those who had w orked 
a t  the  H igh lan d  P a rk  are un­
em ployed ' because th is  p la n t has 
been p ra c tic a lly  shu t down since 
JTqvd began m ak in g  some o f his 
c a r bodies h im se lf and took the 
o i le r s  elsewhere. I f  sen io rity  
were organized on a co rp o ra tion - 
w ide basis, m ost o f the younger 
m p ita p ts  w ou ld  be pushed ou t 
o f th e ir  jobs m a in ly  a t the  M ack  
Ave. p la n t by the  o ld -tim ers . No 
un ion leader could a ffo rd  to  a llow  
th is  to  happen except a t p e ril 
o f m a k in g  i t  a house-broken in ­
s t itu t io n  fo r  the managem ent. 
A f te r  a  long period o f d ra w n -o u t 
discussion, the p lan t-w ide  sen io ri­
t y  system  carried  in  a Loca l re f­
erendum.

VO TES D O N ’T  S E T T L E  
U N E M P L O Y M E N T  P R O B LE M

Y e t the problem  persisted as 
d id  the opposition. B u t M azey 
and his lead ing group d id  l i t t le  
o r no th in g  to  a tte m p t a so lu tion. 
The m ore the y  fa iled  to  ou tlin e  
a positive  p rog ram  o f action, the 
m ore com plica ted and d iff ic u lt  
th e ir  prob lem  became. A t  the 
same tim e  the w o rke rs  became 
m ore restive  and began to  view  
th is  fa ilu re  to  ac t as a s ign of 
bureaucracy.

M ost o f the 2.900 votes cast 
aga inst M azey in  the election 
were cast by men who saw no 
o th e r w ay to  express th e ir  d is ­
con tent w ith  continued unem ­
ploym ent. O n ly  30 o u t o f 800 
votes cast a t the H igh lan d  P ark  
P la n t w en t to  Mazey.

W h a t nex t?  T h a t is the  ques­
tion  m ost m il ita n t  and progres­
sive un ion is ts  in  the B rig g s  loca l 
are asking. To look  fu r th e r  fo r  
an answer to  the  un ion ’s problem  
in  a new w r in k le  o f the se n io rity  
question, is  lik e  t r y in g  to  p u t a 
jig -sa w  puzzle toge the r w ith  the 
m ain  pieces m issing.

T H E R E  IS  O N L Y  
O N E  S O LU T IO N

The answer is  outside the se­
n io r ity  issue— and inside the Issue 
o f the w ork-w eek. C u t down the 
num ber o f hours to  th ir ty ,  keep 
the wages a t the present fo r ty  
hours pay, and the se n io rity  
question w i l l  be a t least pa iv 
t ia l ly  solved by  p u ttin g  m ost o f 
the unem ployed back on the job.

O therw ise the p resen t opposi­
t io n  w i l l  continue to  g ro w  as a 
rea c tio n a ry  force u n t il the y  suc­
ceed In  ou s ting  the young men 
fro m  th e ir  jobs. .The s trugg le  be­
tw een em ployed and unemployed

the corpora tion . In  th e ir  secret 
m om ents they th in k  how wonder­
fu l the union could be i f  on ly  its  
one -th ird  o f unemployed could be 
driven ou t o f the in du s try . Then 
they could se ttle  down, they 
th in k , to  calm  en joym ent o f th e ir  
steady salaries in  a s tab ilized 
union s itua tion . They don’t  dare 
say th a t openly and d ire c tly . B u t 
they do say i t  in d ire c tly . They 
said i t  a t th e ir  las t Board m eet­
in g  where the on ly  rea l decision 
was one loud s h r ie k  aga inst "u n ­
authorized s tr ike s ." They said i t  
again in the C hrys le r s tr ike . They 
are saying i t  again in  the G.M. 
negotiations.

The m ilita n ts  m ust demand 
an accoun ting  fro m  th is  crowd 
a t the com ing convention. They 
can’t  a lib i about M a rt in  any 
more —  he’s a dead horse in  
the auto in d u s try  now. The U n i­
ted A utom ob ile  W orkers  needs a 
firm  leadership w h ich  w i l l  f ig h t 
fo r  the un ion p rogram  the day 
a fte r  the convention. In  the cen­
te r o f th is  p rogram  m ust be the 
demand to r  the T H IR T Y  H O U R  
W E E K  A T  FO R TY  HO URS PA Y .

M azey cla im s to be a p rog­
ressive. Good. L e t the B rig gs  
w o rkers  p u t h im  th rough  the real 
tes t: w h a t w i l l  he do fo r  th is  
p rog ram  a t the next convention? 
B rig gs  Local 212 has a de legation 
o f a lm ost 100 to the U .A .W . con­
vention. I t  can be a pow erfu l 
force fo r  a progressive program . 
The B riggs  m ilita n ts  w ill judge 
M azey by his actions no t his 
speeches. M eanw hile, the auto 
w o rkers  can best serve them ­
selves by organ iz ing  the forces 
o f the ra n k  and file  independently.

(Continued fro m  Page 1) 
D a ily  W o rke r and the rest o f the 
S ta lin is t b*a 11 y  h o o m ach inery, 
H a rry  Bridges has managed to 
re ta in  a rep u ta tio n  as a rad ica l 

n ion is t on the E as t Coast.
Crashed P icke t Lines

B u t not in his own b a iliw ic k  on 
the’ West. Coast. The fa c t is  th a t 
here fo r  years B ridges’ name has 
been mud to a ll the rea l m ilita n ts . 
W hen, la s t year, he tr ie d  to  send 
his goon squads crash ing th rough  
Sailo rs U n ion s tr ik e  p icke t lines 
on the docks, his la s t b it  o f 
s tand ing  went.

The g ro w in g  opposition to  
Bridges f in a lly  spurred John L. 
Lew is to demote h im  fro m  W est 
Coast D ire c to r o f the C IO  to  C al­
ifo rn ia  d ire c to r and, w ith  the 
g ro w in g  gap between the S ta lin ­
is ts  and Lewis, B ridges m ay be 
eased ou t o f his CIO  post a lto ­
gether. B ut, m eanwhile, thanks 
to  the S ta lin is t m achine, men and 
money, B ridges continues to keep 
up an im posing fro n t. A nd r ig h t  
now he is doing yeomen’s w o rk  
fo r  the shipowners.

Ballyhooed B y  Tim es
In  his present role, B ridges 

rated a fu ll-d ress, two-page in te r­
view, p ic tu res and all, in  the New 
Y o rk  T im es M agazine, Sunday 
Feb. 25. M il ita n t  labo r leaders 
dont ge t th a t k in d  o f elaborate 
in te rv ie w  in  the m agazines o f 
B ig  Business spokesmen. I t  
w asn’t  a b it  un frie n d ly  to  him . 
"The R iddle o f B ridges," i t  was 
called. Is  he “ dangerous revo lu ­
t io n a ry "  o r "w h ite  hope o f la ­
b o r"?  i t  asked. "H ere  is w h a t he 
says about h im se lf," was its  sub­
t it le .

The reader who m ig h t be puz­
zled w h y  Bridges was g e ttin g  
such a hand had on ly  to  read the 
a rtic le  closely, and he would see 
why. In  the heart o f the a rtic le  i t  
te lls  o f the w a te r fro n t "Peace

P la n " w h ich  Bridges is sponsor­
ing. The "peace p lan ”  lis ts  s ix  
po in ts  fo r  the bosses to accept—  
good enough points, we’l l  say fo r  
a rgum en t’s sake. Then comes the 
jo k e r:

“ He (B ridges) w ants the em­
ployers to  agree th a t a ll these 
item s sha ll rem a in  untouched 
and th a t a ll new questions be 
re fe rred  to  a rb itra t io n , W IT H  
S T R IK E S  F O R B ID D E N  B Y  
A G R E E M E N T .”

T h a t’s the key to  B ridges’ 
"peace p lan”  and the exp lanation  
w hy he rates two-page in te rv iew s 
in em ployers’ magazines.

The S ta lin is t A lib i 
In  th e ir  a ttem p ts  to  ju s t i fy  th is  

f in k y  po licy, B ridges and the 
S ta lin is ts  have invented a fan ta s ­
t ic  theory. The “ Voice o f the Fed­
e ra tion ”  has published an ed ito r­
ia l e n title d : “ We m ust f ig h t the 
enemy where the enemy is.”  And 
where is th a t?  N o t on the w a te r­
f ro n t !  "The shipowners," says 
the ed ito ria l, " f ig h t the w a te r­
f ro n t  a t the po in t o f production—  
in the a g r ic u ltu ra l areas, in the 
press. They don’t  f ig h t on the w a­
te r fro n t any m ore.”

There fore Bridges proposes to 
spend his tim e — and the o the r un­
ions should do likew ise— up and 
down the a g r ic u ltu ra l va lleys “ in 
a cam paign to convince in land 
fa rm ers  th a t unions o ffe r s ta b il­
i t y  instead o f tu rm o il"  (N . Y. 
T im es in te rv ie w ).

Sailors A re  Sarcastic 
W est Coast Sailors, organ of 

the Sailors Union, has been hav­
ing a lo t o f fu n  w ith  th is  phoney 
theory  o f B ridges: “ Is n 't  i t  the 
u tm ost s tu p id ity  fo r  seamen to 
'f ig h t the enemy where the enemy 
isn ’t  and tie  up a ship on the w a ­
te r fro n t in  a beef w ith  the sh ip­
owners ? The proper th in g  to  do 
is to  re a lly  p u t the heat on the 
shipowners by dashing in to  the 
Sacram ento V a lle y— and o rgan iz­

in g  the co tton  p ickers ! . . . The 
‘peace p lan ' w i l l  e lim ina te  a ll 
beefs on the w a te r fro n t ( ‘where 
the enemy isn ’t  an yw a y ’ ) w h ile  
Bridges hounds the shipowners 
from  p illa rs  to  post a ll over the 
a g r ic u ltu ra l areas o f the W est 
Coast."

B u t the Sailors U n ion  is do ing 
more than ju s t jo k in g  about it .  I t  
is m ob iliz in g  no t on ly  its  own 
mem bership, b u t every m il ita n t  
on the coast, aga inst the dangers 
w jiic h  the B ridges plan w ould 
bring .

W hen B ridges ’ goon squads 
were th row n  back by  the Sailors 
U n ion  p icke t lines la s t year, 
B ridges never recovered the d is­
tance he was pushed back. In  th is  
present f ig h t he m ay break his 
back a ltoge ther. The issues can 
be made clear to  every decent un­
ion man. A n  old t im e r in  the 
M arine  F irem en summed i t  up in 
a few  w ords:

I ’ve been w o rk in g  since I  was 
e igh t years old— th a t ’s a m a t­
te r  o f over 45 years now. In  
that, tim e  I  don’ t  th in k  I ’ve had 
m ore than five m inutes peace. 
They a lw ays wanted me to  do 
a  l i t t le  m ore w o rk  fo r  m y 
wages, and I  a lw ays wanted 
b igger wages. T h a t’s w hy we 
can’t  have any peace. I t  a in 't 
th a t the boss was a lw ays a 
heel; i t  wasn’t  th a t  I  was an 
a g ita to r or som ething. I t ’s ju s t 
the  w ay th in gs  are— we w a n t 
m ore dough; they w a n t to  g ive 
us as l i t t le  as possible. A s long 
as th in gs  are th a t way, peace 
Is im possible.”

T h a t o ld -tim e r ’s words pu t the 
issue s tra ig h t. Measure B ridges’ 
"peace p lan ”  by them  and you ge t 
the answer: peace a t the expense 
o f the w orkers, a t the cost o f 
th e ir  w o rk in g  conditions, by su r­
render o f th e ir  hard-w on union 
victories.

WORKERS’  FORUM

NEGRO LEADER 
IN CHALLENGE 
ON DEMOCRACY

Jamaica Reliefers Acquitted 
But are Urged to be Good

Judge Solomon Doesn't Dare Assume Risk 
O f Convictions In Case of Sitdowners

SEEK TO TAKE 
VOTE FROM 
JERSEY JOBLESS

(Specia l to  the Socialist Appea l)  
N E W A R K . N . J.— L iv in g  up to 

the New Jersey sta te m o tto  of 
"E v e ry th in g  fo r Business” — (and 
no th ing  fo r  la b o r), a s ta te  leg is­
la tiv e  com m ittee  report, recom­
m ending th a t the  unem ployed 
who have been on re lie f fo r  th ree  
years o r m ore be deprived o f the 
r ig h t  to  vote and be fo rm a lly  des­
ignated as paupers, has been 
made public. T h is  despicable p ro ­
posal is on ly  one o f several in ­
cluded in  the re p o rt by Col. G. 
B a rre t G lover, a re tire d  A rm y  o f­
ficer, who has been conducting  a 
sta te  re lie f in q u iry  fo r  a jo in t  
Senate-Assem bly com m ittee.

Some o f the o ther proposals in ­
cluded in the rep o rt are th a t cash 
re lie f paym ents be abolished and 
th a t licensed stores be set up to 
handle c lien ts ' needs a t w h ich  
they would be fo rb idden to  re ­
ceive tobacco, candy, and food fo r  
pets. Col. G lover also com plained 
th a t too much m oney is being a l­
lowed to  the re lie f c lien ts fo r  
m ilk , gas e le c tr ic ity , special diets, 
and o the r s im ila r  luxuries .

C om m ittee  M embers F o r I t  
S tate Senator H om er Z ink, 

cha irm an o f the J o in t Le g is la tu re  
com m ittee , said th a t m em bers of 
the com m ittee  concurred w ith  
G lover’s suggestions and are

u n io n " m en w i l l  .supersede th e lready to .subm it b ills  to make 
S truggle o f a l l un ion men aga inst | them  in to  laws.

(Specia l to the Socia list Appeal)
B y H A R O L D  S W A N S O N  

M IN N E A P O L IS , Feb. 16— A. 
L. Foster, head o f the Chicago 
U rban  League, speaking before a 
mass m eeting  a t the loca l Y .W .- 
C.A-, urged his lis teners to seek 
the extension o f dem ocra tic r ig h ts  
to  A m erica ’s 13,000,000 Negroes 
as a defense aga inst the g ro w th  
o f Nazism  here. The m eeting, 
sponsored by the M inneapolis 
U rban  League, closed the e ig h t­
eenth annual observance o f In ­
te rra c ia l Week.

Judge La rs  Rue. who presided 
a t the m eeting, adhered to  w h a t 
is fa s t becom ing a fa m il ia r  pa t­
te rn  fo r  professional dem ocrats 
these days. He announced the 
s ing ing  o f the F inn ish  na tiona l 
anthem , poured o u t his venom 
on the Soviet U n ion  fo r  invad ing  
"poo r l i t t le  dem ocratic F in lan d ” , 
and prom ised th a t should A m e r i­
ca be threatened by some fo re ign  
ty ra n t,  we would c e rta in ly  f ig h t 
as hard as the brave F inns to 
defend th is  "w ond e rfu l dem ocra­
cy o f ours.”

He showed th a t rac ia l p re ju ­
dice stems fro m  economic roots. 
Unsound theories o f rac ia l in ­
eq u a lity  develop when M an ’s liv e ­
lihood is a t s take in  a h ig h ly  
com petitive  social order. He ana­
lyzed the tre a tm e n t o f the Negro 
in the South and in  Chicago, 
where he has firs t-h a n d  kno w l­
edge o f the facts. Q uo ting  from  
au then tic  sources, he revealed a 
shocking p ic tu re  o f the denial 
o f dem ocra tic  r ig h ts  to  his people. 
A  s tudy  o f wages in  fo u r  states 
showed the average wage o f N eg­
ro w o rke rs  to  be about h a lf th a t 
fo r  w h ite  w orkers. J im  C row  seg­
regation , in jus tice , poverty , 
w retched housing, and d is c r im i­
na tion  have made li fe  fo r  the 
southern Negro a ll bu t unbear­
able.

In  concluding his ta lk , Fos­
te r  hu rled  defiance a t the  pro­
fessional defenders o f A m e r­
ica ’s c a p i t a l i s t  dem ocracy: 
“ U n t i l we have g ran ted  m ore 
dem ocracy to  the  N egro  in  
A m erica , we are in  no position  
to  denounce the governm ents o f 
Germ any, Russia, Japan, or 
any o th e r n a tio n !”

The judge was v is ib ly  p e rtu rb ­
ed as he closed the m eeting. We 
could hear his voice t r a i l  o ff in to  
an a lm ost inaud ib le  m u rm e r as 
we le f t  the h a ll before the. s ing ing  
o f "A m e rica .”

“ N o t G u ilty ,”  was the  verd ic t 
o f the c o u rt in  the t r ia l  o f the 
th irte e n  w ork ingm en and women 
who wore arrested fo r  a s it-dow n 
s tr ik e  in the  Jam a ica R e lie f B u r­
eau on Van W yck  Avenue three 
weeks ago. One defendant a fte r  
another had tes tified  in c o u rt to  
the  b ru ta lity -a n d  con tem pt w ith  
w h ich  the Bureau au tho ritie s  
trea ted  the  poor and h u ng ry  peo­
ple who came seeking re lie f, and 
the run-around given to a ll the 
w orkers, no m a tte r how great 
th e ir  need.

I t  was c lear th a t Judge Charles 
Solomon, who heard the  “ case in
the F lush ing  Second M ag is tra tes  
C ourt, F eb ru a ry  21, could no t 
b ring  h im se lf to  take the respon­
s ib il i ty  o f sending to  ja i l  th irtee n  
w ork ingm en and wom en among 
whom  was M assim o D iB em ardo, 
fa th e r o f a fa m ily  o f sixteen. Na- 
tale o f M rs. Bruno, parents o f 
s ix  ch ild ren, Guiseppe Pace, a 
s ix ty -th re e  year old shoemaker, 
R ichard H icks , a w o rke r o f 64 
years, and the others, m ost of 
them middle-aged people whose 
on ly  crim e was th a t they  were 
unemployed and hungry.

Defended B y  A .L .A .
The w o rkers  were defended in 

co u rt by a la w ye r fu rn ished them  
free o f charge by the A m erican 
Labo r A id , 125 W est 23rd S treet, 
New Y o rk  C ity . Before the t r ia l 
members o f the Unem ployed and 
R e lie f W orkers ' League d is tr ib u t­
ed leafle ts th rou gh  Jam aica, de­
nouncing the arrests and the 
scandalous conditions a t the Re­
lie f  Bureau. A  mass m eeting  was 
held a t the Jam aica Labor Cen­
te r, 151-06 Beaver Road under 
the auspices o f the League and 
the A m erican  Labor A id , Tuesday 
n igh t, day before the tr ia l.

A c tio n  Gets Results
Since the s it-dow n the Bureau 

has given an allowance fo r  food 
to  the B runo  fa m ily  and found a 
W P A  jo b  fo r  B runo. However, the 
Bureau s t i l l  denies re lie f to  the 
others.

Pace, who is s ick  and absolute­
ly  destitu te , has now  been forced 
to  f i l l  o u t three d iffe re n t app lica ­
tions. and has been sent on t ire ­
some journeys to  fo rm e r em ploy­
ers aqd land lords fo r  le tte rs , doc­
uments, and so on.

Pace and the others had to  l is ­
ten, however, w ith  s ile n t anger to 
Judge Solomon’s lec tu re  to  them  
no t’ to use s it-dow ns o r “ such i l ­

legal m ethods”  and to have sym ­
pa thy  fo r  the "ha rd  w o rk ”  o f the 
w e ll-pa id , w e ll-fed  b u re a u . em­
ployees. The w ay the Bureau 
teaches its  employees to handle 
the poor was revealed by  one o f 
the Bureau personnel, M iss F a r­
re ll, who was sent to  cou rt by the 
Bureau to  te s tify  aga inst the 
w orkers.

T h is person testified th a t the 
defendants had " in te rfe re d  w ith  
her w o rk .”  Upon cross-exam ina­
tion  by the A m erican  Labor A id  
law yer, i t  was discovered th a t she 
w orked in  another office, aw ay 
fro m  the reception room  where 
the th irtee n  unemployed had been 
s it t in g , th a t no one had shouted 
o r made any noise, th a t she on ly  
saw them  when she had to  pass 
th rou gh  the reception room, th a t 
no one had spoken to  her nor ev­
en noticed her in  any way, and 
th a t i t  was on ly  the s ig h t o f these 
w orkers, s it t in g  q u ie tly  together, 
th a t had "upse t her em o tiona lly .”  

T h is  person, M iss F a rre ll, was 
ev iden tly  ins tructed  by the B u r­
eau heads to  te s t ify  in  th is  shame­
fu l and s tup id  m anner. The B u r­
eau heads im ita te  the r ic h  whose 
servants they are— they th in k  the 
poor should no t ex is t and i f  
the y 're  hungry , they ough t to 
take  th e ir  hunger somewhere ou t 
o f s ig h t o f the w e a lth y  class and 
th e ir  governm ent agents —  be­
cause the poor "upse t them  emo­
tio n a lly .”

A  representa tive  o f the Unem ­
ployed and R e lie f W orke rs  Leag­
ue in fo rm ed the Appeal repo rte r 
th a t the League w il l  f ig h t to  fo rce  ] 
the Bureau to  change its  b ru ta l 
a tt itu d e  tow a rd  the Jam aica jo b ­
less, and stated the League has 
the fo llo w in g  p rog ram  o f im m ed i­
ate demands:

1. .W P A  Jobs a t T rade  U n ­
ion Wages fo r  A l l  Unemployed.

2. C e rtifica tio n  o f re lie f fo r  
a ll unem ployed w ith in  72 hours 
and, fo r  em ergency cases, w ith ­
in  24 hours.

3. Increase in  R e lie f Budgets 
fo r  those a lready on re lie f to  
correspond to  the  r is in g  cost o f 
food, ren t, c lo th in g  and o ther 
liv in g  costs.

4. S e ttin g  up o f one cen tra l 
bureau o f ce rtifica tio n  fo r  d is­
missed W P A  w orkers.

5. Increase in  personnel of 
Bureau o f W e lfa re  to  speed up 
c e rtifica tio n  o f a ll unemployed 
w orkers.

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
I t  is denying W P A  ap prop ria ­
tions and increasing w a r appro­
p ria tio ns ; i t  a lready has given 
M r. Roosevelt m ore powers 
than M r. W ilson ever enjoyed; 
i t  is p re pa ring  to  c u r ta il the 
opera tion  o f the W agner Labo r 
R e lations A c t, w h ile  the De­
p a rtm e n t o f Justice wages w a r 
on in te rn a tio n a l unions under 
the Sherm an A n ti-T ru s t Law . 
W h ile  pro fessing n e u tra lity  i t  
is considering g iv in g  approval 
to  a huge loan to  F in lan d ; 
w h ile  p ro te s tin g  E ng lish  seiz­
ures o f m a il destined fo r  de liv ­
e ry  to  G erpiany, Congress 
makes no e ffo r t to  b lock sh ip ­
m ents o f a rm s and w a r m a te r­
ia ls consigned to  Japan, kno w ­
in g  th a t such m a te ria ls  are to 
be used to  continue an unde­
clared \ya r on CJiina.

“ C onditions today are pa ra T - 
le l w ith  conditions e x is ting  in  

♦ th e  U.S. in  1916 when P resident 
W ilson was th rea ten ing  Ger­
m any w ith  one hand and em­
phasiz ing his appeals fo r  peace 
and n e u tra lity  w ith  the other. 
Then as no>v, dom estic prob­
lems o f unem ploym ent were ig ­
nored by Congress, w h ich  was 
too absorbed w ith  m a tte rs  re ­
la tin g  to  re-e lection in  1916. 
Then as now, fo lks  wandered 
lik e  A lice  in  W onderland under 
the s trange delusion th a t M r. 
W ilson would keep A m erica  ou t 
o f the w a r his secretaries had 
been p lann ing  fo r  m ore than a 
y e a r."

A f te r  thsee a u th o rita tiv e  and 
fundam enta l condem nayons o f 
the po licy  o f Roosevelt and the 
Dem ocrats, i t  is indefensib le th a t 
the Labor-P rogressive Associa­
tion  should endorse a D em ocrat 
fo r  m ayor.
FO R D E F E N S E  O F  
T H E  S O V IE T  U N IO N

The Socia lis t W orke rs  P a r ty ’s 
e lection sta tem ent singles o u t fo r  
special a tte n tio n  the  question of 
the Soviet U nion. M a k in g  clear 
its  irrcconcileab le  h o s t ility  to  the 
S ta lin is t bureaucracy, i t  em­
phasizes the fundam enta l d is tin c ­
tion  between the bureaucracy and 
the Soviet U n ion.

"W e b it te r ly  condemn S ta l­
in ’s invasion o f F in land, no t be­
cause i t  encroaches upon p r iv ­
ate p ro pe rty  re la tions in  F in ­
land and no t because i t  opposes 
a non-ex is tent F inn ish  ‘democ­
racy,’ b u t because i t  besm irch­
es the name and ideal o f socia l­
ism, because the invasion was 
carried  ou t against the w i l l  and 
w ith o u t the consent o f the 
w o rld ’s w orkers. . . .

“ Soviet Russia is, a f te r  a ll, a 
g ig a n tic  trade union, fa lle n  in ­
to  the hands o f co rru p t leaders. 
W e oppose th e  co rru p t S ta lin ­
is t  leadership and seek to over­
th ro w  it .  B u t we w i l l  defend 
th a t trade un ion when i t  is a t­
tacked by the bosses. Is  th is  so 
hard fo r  any trade un ion is t to 
understand and agree w ith ?

“ The tim e  is g ro w in g  sho rt,”  
the  s ta tem ent warns, “ w o rk ­
ers o f S t. Paul. T h is  m ay be the 
la s t m un ic ipa l cam paign in  
w h ich you w il l  have the  oppor­
tu n ity  to  express yourse lf.

“ Show th a t you are opposed 
to  c a p ita lis t w a r by v o tin g  fo r  
H enry  R u tz ick  fo r  m ayor.”

E d ito r :
A  s tr ik e  is in  progress in  T o l­

edo. I t  is a ve ry  sm all s tr ik e  
waged by a hand fu l o f w orkers. 
Perhaps s ix ty  o r seventy a il to ld. 
There is no th in g  spectacular 
about the p ic k e tin g — no va lia n t 
crowds, no v io len t clashes w ith  
b ru ta l police, no fe rve n t denunci­
a tion in  the vested press. B u t th is  
isolated and t in y  sk irm ish  o f the 
g rea t class w a r is o f trem endous 
significance and im port.

Here the sheer stam ina, tenac­
i t y  o f purpose and class lo y a lty  
and courage o f those who m ust 
to il fo r  th e ir  ve ry  bread is m u te ly  
bu t m ost e loquently  expressed. 
F o r a period o f m any w in t ry  
weeks the p icke t line has been on 
r ig id  du ty . E a rly , fro m  long be­
fo re  sunup t i l l  a f te r  n ig h tfa ll,  the 
reso lute l i t t le  band o f men and 
women have paced the frozen 
ground c a rry in g  th e ir  battered 
banners de fian tly .

They are paper m il l employees 
and they receive perhaps tw e n ty  
do lla rs  a  week. The women even 
less. They haye been o p t on s tr ik e  
fo r  a long tim e  and they“ have 
l i t t le  m oney fo r  food.

On several days the therm om e­
te r  fe ll fa r  below zero. A nd  on 
these bleak, g r im  m orn ings when 
the la s t vestige o f cheer had been 
removed fro m  the jagged b lack 
fa c to ry  fro n ts  and a m an tle  o l 
icy, hopeless gloom  held back the

B u t w h a t I ’m p a r tic u la r ly  in ­
sulted about as a c itizen  o f a so- 
called dem ocracy is the secrecy o f 
the whole t r ip .  I ’d lik e  to  know  
w hat P resident Roosevelt is w h is ­
pering in to  M usso lin i’s ear v ia  his 
stooge W elles. H aven’t  the people 
the r ig h t to  know  the contents o f 
the offic ia l messages sent to  those 
coun tries?  A nd don’t  fo rg e t, th is  
is n 't  ju s t an o rd in a ry  message. 
T h is  is a v is it  by a h igh o ffic ia l in  
the S tate D epa rtm en t accom pan­
ied by a ll the  fa n fa re  and b a lly ­
hoo o f a  W orld  Series.

I  had the fee ling  th a t  P resident 
Roosevelt m us t fee l ns to  be a 
Iq t o f fu ll-p lo w n  dum m ies when I  
saw the headlines in  the  papers 
the o th e r day, “ W elles gives 
Roosevelt’s message to  M usso lin i”  
and couldn’t  find  in  the a rtic le  an 
in k lin g  o f w h a t the message is 
a ll about.

One o f y o u r p lanks says “ no 
secre t d ip lq /nacy.’'  T h a t’s pk w ith  
me. i f  Roosevelt’s w o rk in g  fo r  
the m oney in te res ts  i t ’ s tim e  we 
poor people said som eth ing about

W e m ay be poor bu t even poor 
people w ou ld  ra th e r live  th a n  die 
“ over there .’
B rid g e p o rt H . S.

E d ito r :
The enclosed item  comes fro m  

the Sept. 30 issue o f the S a tu rday
ve ry  daw n— on these m orn ings sis | E ven ing  Post, page 22.

I  th in k  you can ju s t p r in t  i t  
w ith o u t any com m ent!
New  Y o rk  M . Lc rn e r

(E N C LO S U R E )
W A S H IN G T O N : On next A rm ­

is tice  Day, A m erican  veterans of 
the W orld  W a r w il l  no t be so 
s trong  nu m erica lly  as were the 
veterans o f the C iv il W a r in  1906, 
fo rty -one  years a fte r  A ppom a t­
tox. W orld  W a r veterans are dy­
ing 12 per cent fa s te r than o ther 
c itizens o f the same age. M ore 
than 500,000 veterans died from  
the close o f the w a r to  la s t A rm ­
is tice  Day, and ano the r 33,000 
w il l  have died by Novem ber elev­
en th  next. M em bership in  the 
A m erican  Legion has fa lle n  to 
974,637, fro m  its  peak o f 1,053,- 
909 in  1931. There were 4,088,784 
liv in g  ex-service men o f 1917-18 
on la s t Novem ber eleventh.

on a ll the others the same l i t t le  
band, swathed in  hom ely sweaters 
and shapeless, w re tch ed ly  poor 
coats and jacke ts , w ith o u t so 
m uch as a fire , shouldered th e ir  
banners and fo u g h t th e ir  m asters 
in the on ly  w ay they knew  how. 
T h is  is courage! T h is  is unsung 
he ro ism !

God help those who stand be­
fo re  such as these— on the oppo­
s ite  side o f the barricades! 
Toledo, Ohio Doyle C la rk

E d ito r:
I  d idn ’t  lik e  the idea o f Sum ner 

W elles tra v e llin g  to Europe in  the 
f irs t  place. W hen -they s ta r t  s t ic k ­
in g  our nose in to  every w a r- to rn  
cou n try  in Europe in  O F F IC IA L  
capacity  i t  sure looks like  th e re 'll 
be m any m ore Y anks tra v e llin g  
over there ve ry  soon a f te r  W elles 
gets back.

A N N O U N C E M E N T
G R A N D  L E A P  Y E A R  S O C IA L. 

The Y P S L  u n it  does i t  again 
w ith  another novel social, th is  
S a tu rday n igh t, M arch  1 a t 
1334 W ilk in s  Avenue, B ronx. A  
b e au tifu l fem ale s tag  —  or 
should we say doe— line  is as­
sured.

U pper W est Side

RENT & RIOT PARTY
you ’l l  a lw ays have fu n  a t 

916 9 th  Ave. (59 th  S t.)

Saturday, March 2
C and id C am era  S pecia lis ts  w il l  

ca tch  you a t  y o u r best and w o rs t 
— Free photos fo r  best poses—  

The W orks— 25c
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TW O  EXCELLENT 
BOOKS

to  add to  y o u r lib ra ry  
fo r  less than  the 

P R IC E  O F  O N E  !

Anti-Duehring
by E N G E LS

(re g u la r ly  $2.00)

American City
by  C. W . W A L K E R

(o r ig in a lly  $2.50)

BOTH FOR $1.98
(p lu s  postage)

W H IL E  T H E Y  L A S T  !

O rder Y ou r Copies N O W  !

Labo r and p o lit ic a l books are 
now ava ilab le  in  our 

R enta l L ib ra ry .
•

Modern Bookshop
27 U N IV E R S IT Y  P L., N . Y . C.
l u i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i t a i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i M i i i i i i i i t

W H A T  A B O U T  T H E  
R E D  S U N D A Y S ?

F rom  a ll reports , everybody 
seems in te rested in  Red Sundays. 
B u t as fa r  as actua l resu lts  are 
concerned, in m ost places th is  
in te re s t is m uch more P la ton ic  
than  active. T h a t is revealed on 
the scoreboard w h ich  shows on ly  
a few  branches h it t in g  the ba ll 
on Sunday m orn ings. The others 
are e ithe r ha v in g  a la te  Sunday 
m orn ing  snooze o r are fin d in g  the 
m iilion-and-one p e rfe c tly  good 
reasons fo r  s ta ll in g  fro m  week to 
week.

Nobody can possible argue a- 
ga inst these “ a lib is ”  except by 
say ing : “ I f  you drop a ll you r 
a lib is  in  the  ashcan and m obilize 
even one hand fu l o f comrades on 
Sunday m orn ings you w ou ld  m i­
racu lous ly  f ind  you rse lf engaged 
in  Red Sundays and the sale o f 
papers shooting  up beyond a ll 
expectations.”

One m ore th in g : i f  we p rin ted  
one e x tra  paper fo r  every a lib i 
g iven  fo r  no t se lling  the Appeal, 
we'd be p r in t in g  100,000 copies 
per issue a t a m in im um .

F L IN T :  'The F lin t  B ranch  has 
taken up you r challenge, and has 
launched w ith  g re a t success the 
p lan  o f Sunday m ob iliza tions  fo r  
door to  door sale o f Appeals. O ur 
f ir s t  a tte m p t was a g ra t ify in g  
success. FO R  T H E  F IR S T  T IM E  
T H E  A P P E A L  B U N D L E  H A S  
B E E N  P A ID  FO R  C O M P LE T E ­
L Y  B Y  S A L E  TO W O R K E R S !

“ We have also adopted a spe­
c ia l p lan o f our own in  th is  con­
nection w h ich  we would lik e  to 
pass on to  o the r branches as a 
suggestion. A s you know, F lin t  
has a g re a t preponderance of 
w o rke rs  active  in  mass o rgan iza ­
tions, as m em bers in  the p a rty . 
B u t we do have a few  comrades, 
able and devoted who are no t 
fo rtu n a te  enough to  be in  the 
unions. These comrades have been 
d ra fte d  to take  a ll resp on s ib ility  
fo r  the Sunday sales. I t  is ob­
lig a to ry  fo r  them  to do th is  in  
ou r branch, since the y  have l i t t le  
else the y  can do.

"T h is  p lan has m any fine re ­
sults. F ir s t  o f a ll i t  gets the paper 
out, and pu ts Appea l sales on a 
sound basis. Second, and possib ly 
even m ore im p o rta n t, every tim e  
these w h ite -co lla r comrades en ter 
a w o rke rs  home, ta lk  abou t con­
d itions, i t  is a vacc ina tion  aga inst 
the m a lady o f pe tty-bourgeo is pes­
s im ism  and vac illa tion . The w a rm  
and fr ie n d ly  reception accorded 
these comrades by  the w o rke rs  

has b u ilt  up understand ing and

belief in  the w o rk in g  class. In  ad­
d itio n  i t  gives them  cm oppo rtu ­
n ity  to  m ake w o rke r-con tac ts  fo r  
the p a rty . I  suggest th a t o ther 
branches fo llo w  su it. T u rn  the 
Red Sundays ove r to  the com ­
rades who are no t able to  fu n c ­
tio n  in  the mass organ izations. 
I t  can have on ly  the m ost bene­
fic ia l resu lts .”  *

— Jules Geller, O rgan izer, 
F l in t  B ranch.

L Y N N , Mass.: “ F o r the past 
several weeks, the L yn n  comrades 
have been m a k in g  serious a t­
tem p ts  fo r  "R ed S unday" d is­
tr ib u tio n . Each Sunday has shown 
a steady increase in  d is tr ib u tio n  
and revenue. W ith  m ore concerted 
e ffo rts , I  can foresee fu r th e r  in ­
creases n o t on ly  in  revenue bu t 
in  the influence o f the “ T ro ts k y - 
ites ”  in  th is  area.” —F.D .

A k ro n  is s t i l l  p ro m is in g  to  go 
o u t Red Sundays. Prom ises are 
good, comrades, b u t the y  can’ t  
p r in t  the A ppea l. P h ilade lph ia  
says they  lik e  the idea, b u t m any 
o f the comrades w on !t go ou t fo r  
th is  o r th a t reason. A  suggestion: 
don’t  waste y o u r tim e  w ith  those 
who w on’t  Work. G et tw o, three, 
fo u r  comrades and m ake a be­
g inn ing . The others w i l l  soon 
come come around and hop on 
the bandwagon. A nd  those who 
don’t, w on ’t  come around o u t o f 
sheer em barrassm ent.

S U B S C R IP TIO N S
Subs have taken a rea l ta il-  

sp in  in  the past period as you w i l l  
ee fro m  the fo llo w in g  scoreboard. 

They have dropped by fo u r  subs 
in  the la s t tw o  weeks below the 
lo w  fig u re  o f the previous tw o  
weeks. T h is  num ber is one-half 
the am ount o f subs we received 
n o t m any m onths ea rlie r. I f  you 
w a n t to  know  w h y  we have fin a n ­
c ia l d ifficu ltie s  ju s t read these 
figu res. B u t don’t  read ’em and 
weep. Go ou t and ge t subs. N e x t 
week we w il l  announce the be­
g in n in g  o f a large-s'cale sub cam ­
pa ign w ith  ve ry  a ttra c tiv e  prizes 
fo r  rea l sub-getters. W a tch  fo r  it .  
A nd  when i t  comes, p u t you r 
shoulder to  the wheel.

Subs fo r  the la s t tw o  weeks: 
N ew  Y o rk  C ity .  . .1
A k ro n  ....................... 2
M ilw aukee  .............. 1
F o re ig n  .................. 2

Rochester ................ 2
D e tro it  .....................2
C a lifo rn ia  ................ 1
Boston .....................3
P h ila  ........................,1
N e w a r k .....................2
Chicago .....................3

« .H O »  ...M
Not very grand total 20

F ig h t F o r A c t io n  In  3 0 -H o u r Week 
D riv e  Is  M a in  Issue F o r  U .A .W
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To the Readers of the 
Negro Column:

W e w ould lik e  to  deal m ore concrete ly  w ith  the 
problem s th a t face the N egro  people in  th e ir  da ily  
life  in  the shops, in  the  tra d e  unions, in  th e ir  
o rgan izations, etc.

W e would lik e  to  have y o u r com m ents on the 
colum n, you r experiences in  the trade  unions, the 
problem s you face in  p ro m o tin g  be tte r re la tions 
between the N egro and w h ite  w o rke rs  in  you r 
unions and shops, th e  problem s and liv in g  condi­
tions  o f the  N egro  W P A  and unem ployed w orkers.

We sha ll p r in t  and com m ent on the reports 
sent in ;by  our readers.

N a t i o n a l  n e g r o  d e p a r t m e n t

ON THE WAR IN  FINLAND

W hy We Should Defend the Soviet Union
B v A L B E R T  G O LD M A N  

IV
w orkers— he did no t hesita te  a 
m om ent to v io la te  th e ir  demo-

M any and serious have been c ra tic  sentim ents. He proved th a t 
the crim es o f S ta lin  fro m  the he never was in terested in f ig h t-  
ve ry  beg inn ing o f h is regim e. I n . in g  fascism  because i t  is the m or- 
fac t, his in te rn a l and his fo re ig n ' ta l enemy o f the w o rke rs  bu t 
polic ies cons titu te  one colossal s im p ly  because i t  represented a 
crim e aga inst the in te rests  o f the danger to his regime. As soon

as conditions made H it le r  w illin g  
to m ake peace w ith  him , S ta lin  
dropped the fig h t aga inst fascism

w orke rs  o f the whole w orld .
B it te r ly  as we condemn and 

fig h t aga inst his crim es and be­
traya ls , nevertheless we do n o t ' W E  P R E D IC T E D  T H E  
y ie ld  an inch on ou r fundam enta l S T A L lN -H IT L E R  P A C T 
position o f de fending the Soviet I O ur p a r ty  was not shocked, not 
U n ion aga inst the ca p ita lis t even surprised, by the pact. We 
w o rld . We d is ting u ish  between foresaw  the p o ss ib ility  o f such 
the Soviet U n ion based on n a tio n -j an a lliance; we warned the w o rk - 
alized p ro p e rty  and the S ta lin is t ers aga inst th a t poss ib ility . The 
bureaucracy capable o f the w o rs t ' s ta lin is ts  raged a t us; the S ta lin -
c r im e ^  against the w o rk in g  class 

W hen S ta lin  expelled the Bol- 
shev ik-Len in is ts , led hy T ro tsky , 
fro m  the C om m unist p a r ty  o f the

is t  libe ra ls  sneered a t the “ fa n ­
ta s tic "  idea th a t S ta lin  could 
m ake an a lliance w ith  H itle r . 

W e turned o u t to  be correct.
Soviet U n ion, when he hounded ( A nd  events have dem onstrated 
and ja ile d  them , he com m itted  a th a t the pact was a be tra ya l’ of
crim e aga inst the revo lu tiona ry  
p ro le ta r ia t, b u t these Bolsheviks, 
hounded by S ta lin , pledged lo ya l­
ty  to  the  s ta te  w h ich  they were 
in s tru m e n ta l in  crea ting .

W hen, in  o rder to  save h im se lf 
fro m  the danger o f an a tta c k  by 
H itle r ,  he made an a lliance w ith  
F rance and, as com pensation to 
the F rench im peria lis ts , ac tu a lly  
ordered the  C om m unist p a r ty  o f 
F rance to cease its  a n t i-m ili ta r ­
is t ac tiv itie s , we condemned the 
alliance as a be traya l o f the 
w orkers . B u t the revo lu tiona ry  
M a rx is ts  d id  n o t g ive up the

the w orkers. R ecognizing i t  as 
such, we ask a ll o u r c r it ic s : w h a t 
change in  the economic s truc tu re  
o f the Soviet U n ion  {lid  the  H i t ­
le r-S ta lin  pact usher in ?  We have 
thus fa r  heard no answer. In  fa c t 
the economic s tru c tu re  rem ains 
the same, and o u r po licy  o f un­
cond itiona l defense o f the Soviet 
U n ion aga inst the im p e ria lis t 
w o rld  m ust s t i l l  be followed.

» » *

F o llo w in g  upon the heels o f the 
pact came the invasion o f Poland 
by the Red A rm y . M ore libe ra ls  
le f t  the S ta lin is t movem ent. The

slogan o f uncond itiona l defense whole ca p ita lis t press began to 
o f the  Soviet Union. | how l about S ta lin ’s “ im p e ria l-

B y  fram eups, by to rtu re , by ism .”  N orm an Thom as and his
o u tr ig h t m urder, S ta lin  ex te r­
m inated the genera tion  o f B o l­
sheviks who organized and led 
the revo lu tion . T h a t crim e did

fo llow ers  took' up the c ry ; the 
Lovestoneites jo ined in, and, a l­
as, some o f our close sym pa th iz ­
ers pe rm itte d  themselves to be

ou r p rog ram  the slogan o f de­
fense o f the Soviet Union. 
S T A L IN ’S G R E A T E S T  C R IM E  
W A S  IN  S P A IN

The g rea test c rim e  th a t S ta lin  
has com m itted  thus fa r  was the 
crush ing  o f the  Spanish revo lu 
tion . W hen F ranco began his re ­
vo lt, the Spanish w o rke rs  took 
the fac to rie s  aw ay fro m  the cap­
ita lis ts  and the  peasants took 
the land aw ay fro m  th e  land ­
lords. S ta lin  bought his w ay in to  
the leadership o f the Spanish 
Loya lis ts , sent a la rge con tingen t 
o f his GPU to Spain, took con tro l 
o f the Spanish governm ent, m u r­
dered hundreds o f revo lu tiona ry  
w o rkers  and crushed the Spanish 
revo lu tion .

The p ro g ra m  o f o u r p a r ty  was 
w r it te n  a fte r  th a t c rim e and in  
th a t p rogram  was included a sec­
tio n  dea ling  w ith  the necessity o f 
de fend ing the Soviet U n ion ag­
a ins t cap ita lism .

W hy  did  we c lin g  to  th a t slo­
gan? Because the  crim es o f S ta l­
in, taken  separa te ly  o r together, 
did no t change the nature" o f the 
Soviet Union. They underm ined 
the basic s tru c tu re ; they w eak­
ened the Soviet U n ion  b u t they 
did  no t destroy nationa lized p rop­
e rty  and we the re fo re  continued 
to  in s is t on the uncond itiona l de­
fense o f the  Soviet U n ion  against 
im peria lism .

#  *  *

Came the H itle r -S ta lin  pact. 
The libe ra ls  were d re ad fu lly  
shocked. They had depended on 
S ta lin  to save th e ir  democracy 
and now the g re a t sav io r changed 
p laym ates and le ft  them  hold ing 
I he bag.

Sad to  say, some o f ou r own 
sym path ize rs were shaken o u t 
of th e ir  eq u ilib rium  by S ta lin ’s 
“ b e tra ya l" o f the "dem ocra tic ”  
nations.

D id  S ta lin  be tray  anyone when 
he signed the pact w ith  his e rs t­
w h ile  a rch  enem y? Undoubtedly, 
he betrayed the w o rk in g  masses, 
bu t essentia lly  no m ore and no 
less than  when he made a pact 
w ith  im p e ria lis t France. I f  we 
are go ing  to  measure be traya ls  
by degree, his crush ing  o f the 
Spanish revo lu tion  was by fa r  
worse tha n  the s ign ing  o f the 
pact w ith  H itle r .
W H Y  H IS  A L L IA N C E S  A R E  
C R IM E S  A G A IN S T  T H E  
W O R KER S

I t  m ust be c le a rly  understood 
tha t, in  and o f itse lf, there is no­
th in g  c r im in a l in the leaders of 
the Soviet U n ion m ak ing  a tem ­
p o ra ry  a lliance w ith  one im p e ri­
a lis t na tion  aga inst another. E x ­
is tin g  in  an im p e ria lis t w o rld , a 
w orkers ' s ta te  m us t o f necessity 
take  advantage o f the con flic ts  
between the im p e ria lis t na tions 
in o rd e r to s treng then  its e lf  to  
a certa in  extent.

W ha t constitu tes S ta lin ’s 
crim e in  m ak ing  these alliances 
is th a t he ties the  w o rk in g  mass­
es to  th a t section o f the im p e ria l­
is ts  w ith  w h ich  he enters in to  an 
alliance. W hen he was cou rtin g  
the dem ocra tic  im p e ria lis ts , his 
agency, th e  C om m unist In te rn a ­
tiona l, was back ing  F rance -an d  
E ng land aga inst H itle r .  N ow  th a t 
he has entered in to  an alliance 
w ith  H it le r ,  the  C om m unists are 
in fa c t sup po rting  H itle r . N o t so 
openly, i t  is true . B u t openly en­
ough so th a t  an in te llig e n t w o rk ­
e r can see w h a t th e ir  rea l game 
is.

In  h is a lliance w ith  H itle r ,  S ta l­
in  proved his con tem pt fo r  the

no t cause us to  e lim ina te  f r o m |led  as tray  by the crim e o f S ta lin
and by th e  pressure o f ca p ita lis t 
pub lic  opinion.

W e to o  condemned the in va ­
sion, bu t fro m  a to ta lly  d iffe re n t 
v iew po in t. A ll others condemned 
it  as an “ im p e ria lis t ven ture .”  
We condemned i t  because it- con­
fused the masses, underm ined 
th e ir  fa ith  in  the Soviet Un ion 
and thus weakened i t  in  the 
s trugg le  w h ich  some o r a ll o f the 
im p e ria lis t na tions w il l  in e v ita b ly  
wage aga inst it. W e condemned 
the invasion in  the same w ay

th a t revo lu tiona ry  w o rkers  con­
dem n re a c tio n a ij/ a c tiv itie s  of 
the leaders o f th e ir  trade union, 
a c tiv itie s  w h ich  would no t in  the 
least p reven t them  fro m  defend­
in g  the union aga inst the bosses.

R evo lu tiona ry  socia lists do not 
look upon boundaries as sacred. 
W hen the Soviet U n ion invaded 
Poland in  1920 and G eorgia in 
1921 no class conscious w o rke r 
hesitated fo r  a m om ent in sup­
p o r tin g  it .  “ Socia lists ’’ con­
demned the invasions o f those 
years as “ red im p e ria lism ”  bu t 
th a t was to  be expected fro m  lac­
keys o f the cap ita lis ts . I f  and 
when i t  is necessary fo r  the So­
v ie t U n ion, in  order to  defend i t ­
self, to invade the te r r ito ry  o f 
som e. c a p ita lis t na tion , i t  would 
be pe rfe c tly  ju s tifie d  in  do ing so. 
B u t i t  should be done under c ir ­
cumstances where the w o rke rs  o f 
the  w o rld  can c le a rly  see the ne­
cessity fo r  the invasion. The sen­
tim en ts  o f the w o rke rs  m ust be 
taken  in to  consideration because 
in the las t analysis the defense 
o f the Soviet U n ion  depends up­
on them.
G A IN S  FR O M  IN V A S IO N S  
O U T W E IG H E D  B Y  D A M A G E

'N o w ’ i t  is tru e  th a t  to  some ex- 
ten the Soviet Union has gained 
certa in  advantages by occupying 
a section o f Poland. One advan­
tage is th a t a ll o f the U k ra in i­
ans are now ou t o f reach o f H i t ­
le r  so th a t he cannot establish a 
phoney U k ra in ia n  sta te  to  be u t i l ­
ized in  an a tta ck  aga inst the So­
v ie t Union. There m ay also be 
some m ilita ry -s tra te g ic  advan­
tages. B u t a ll o f the advantages 
p u t toge ther cannot compensate 
fo r  the damage the invasion has 
done because o f the te rr ib le  e f­
fec t i t  has had on the w o rkers  of 
the world .

Had S ta lin  invaded Poland in 
o rder to s trugg le  aga inst H itle r ,  
no class-conscious w o rke r would 
have objected; i t  was c rim in a l fo r  
h im  not on ly  to  invade Poland 
b u t to  p e rm it H it le r  to  seize the 
best section o f Poland. The inva ­
sion, in  and o f itse lf, is no t the 
crim e. The circum stances under 
w h ich i t  to o k  place and the effect 
on the w o rkers  make i t  a crim e.

The same th in g  is tru e  o f the 
invasion o f F in land. I t  is on ly

a sim pleton who can condemn 
S ta lin  fo r  w a n tin g  to fo r t i f y  im ­
p o rta n t bases on the G u lf o f F in ­
land, in o rder to p ro te c t Lenin- 
g ia d  aga inst an a tta c k  e ith e r by 
Eng land and France o r by G er­
m any o r by a ll three. O nly m id ­
die-class libe ra ls  o r m iddle-class 
"so c ia lis ts ”  w i l l  take the a t t i ­
tude th a t the Soviet U n ion has no 
r ig h t  to  ask a sm a lle r s ta te  to  
cede im p o rta n t bases fo r  its  de­
fense. Class-conscious w orkers  
m ake a d is tin c tio n  between cap i­
ta lis t sta tes and the Soviet U n ­
ion. I t  does no t a t a ll fo llo w  th a t 
w h a t we oppose as fa r  as ca p ita l­
is t sta tes are concerned we 
should oppose in a w o rke rs ’ state, 
even though degenerated.

We condemn the invasion o f 
F in land  no t because the Soviet 
U n ion  has become " im p e ria lis t,”  
b u t because under the c ircu m ­
stances i t  had a te rr ib le  effect 
upon the w o rke rs  o f the w orld . 
I t  was no t proved to the w orkers  
th a t the invasion was absolute ly 
necessary to  defend the S oviet 
U nion. No a tte m p t was made to 
appeal to  the F in n ish  w o rke rs  be­
fo re  the invasion took place. R i­
diculous lies were spread about 
F in land  th rea ten ing  to  a tta ck  
the Soviet Union. The same tac ­
tics  were used by  S ta lin  in  in ­
vad ing F in lan d  as by  H it le r  in  in ­
vad ing Poland. The invasion was 
c r im in a l because, even i f  S ta lin  
gets w h a t he w ants, i t  w i l l  n o t be 
su ffic ien t com pensation fo r  the 
loss o f fa ith  in  the Soviet Un ion 
am ongst the w orkers.
W E D E F E N D  U N IO N S  
D E S P IT E  F A L S E  L E A D E R S

B u t the invasion is one th in g  
and the defense o f the Soviet U n ­
ion is another. I f  we condemn 
S ta lin 's  invasion, th a t does no t 
mean th a t we change ou r a t t i ­
tude to the Soviet Union.

There are those w ho argue th a t 
even i f  we consider the Soviet 
U n ion as a w o rke rs ' sta te  we can­
no t defend i t  in  every s trugg le  
th a t the S ta lin is ts  see f i t  to  th ro w  
i t  in to . Suppose a trade  union, 
they argue, calls a s tr ik e  to com ­
pel a boss to exclude Negroes. 
R evo lu tionary  w o rke rs  would n o t 
suppo rt th a t k ind  o f a s trike . 
V e ry  true . B u t i f  th a t s tr ike , 
called fo r  a bad purpose, devel­

ops in to  a s trugg le  between the 
union and the boss and the de­
fe a t o f the un ion by the boss 
m ust in e v ita b ly  resu lt in  the 
weakening o f the union, .then 
class-conscious w o rke rs  defend 
the union aga inst the boss re ­
gardless o f the cause o f the 
s tr ike . The w o rke rs  themselves 
m ust punish  ̂ the treacherous lead­
ers and no t p e rm it the boss to  de­
fea t the union.

Even i f  we should consider th a t 
S ta lin ’s invasion had an ob ject­
ive w h ich  we would condemn, i t  
would no t a lte r  ou r a tt itu d e , be­
cause the s tru g g le  in  F in land  is 
essentia lly, as I  expla ined in  a 
previous a rtic le , a s trugg le  be­
tween the Soviet U n ion  and cap­
ita l is t  F in lan d  representing  the 
c a p ita lis t w o rld . In  such a s tru g ­
gle  we defend the Soviet Union.

S T A L IN ’S O V E R T H R O W  IS  
T A S K  O F  T H E  W O R KER S

S ta lin ’s ob jective, however, as 
I  m entioned above, is no t some­
th in g  th a t  we can condemn. The 
invasion is w h a t we condemn. 
F requ en tly  i t  happens th a t reac­
t io n a ry  trade  union leaders w an t 
to  organize a section o f w o rke rs  
who are opposed to un ion ism  and 
the rea c tio n a ry  leaders, instead 
o f educating these backw ard 
w orkers, send up gangsters to 
beat and in tim id a te  them, thus 
an tagon iz ing  n o t on ly  these bu t 
o the r w orke rs . Nevertheless, i f  
a s tr ik e  should develop under 
c ircum stances where the un ion is 
placed in  a bad pos ition  in the 
eyes o f pub lic  op in ion, inc lud ing  
the pub lic  op in ion o f w o rkers , 
there would be no th in g  else fo r  
us to do except to  support the 
union to  the utm ost.

Because we condemn the reac­
tio n a ry  leaders o f the Soviet U n ­
ion fo r  invad ing  F in land  does not 
mean th a t we should p e rm it the 
F inn ish  bourgeois a rm y  repre­
senting w o rld  cap ita lism  to  de­
fe a t the  Red A rm y  representing 
the w o rke rs ’ state.

Because o f its  c r im in a l acts 
aga inst the w o rk in g  masses the 
S ta lin is t bureaucracy m ust be ov­
e rth ro w n — b u t on ly  by the w o rk ­
ers. A s aga inst the ca p ita lis t 
w o rld  the  Soviet U n ion m us t be 
defended a t a ll costs.

HOW  STA LIN  SERVES H ITLER
A LETTER TO A COMMUNIST WORKER, DISCUSSING THE EFFECT OF STALINIST

PROPAGANDA IN  NAZI GERMANY

Dear W ill:
T hank you fo r  sending me the 

a rtic le  fro m  the Feb. 25 Sunday 
W orker, f  have noted a ll the  pas­
sages you have m a rke d : the
headline — "G erm an Com m unists 
lead f ig h t on N az i hunger” — the 
p ic tu re  o f Thae lm ann and the 
demand fo r  his freedom, the as­
sertion  th a t “ The Com m unists 
are ju s t as m erciless and pene­
tra t in g  in th e ir  exposure o f the 
lies o f the G erm an im p e ria lis ts  
as w ith  the w a r propaganda o f 
the A ng lo -F rench  bloc."

You so desperately w a n t to be­
lieve th a t the C om inte rn  is un­
de rm in ing  H it le r  in  Germ any, 
and * to  disprove m y  argum ents 
th a t the C om inte rn now serves 
H it le r  in  re tu rn  fo r  the S ta lin - 
H it le r  pact, th a t you p a in s ta k in g ­
ly  searched o u t every conceivable 
w o rd  in th a t a rtic le  w h ich  m ig h t 
prove you r po in t. B u t you d idn ’t  
underline ve ry  m uch! The few  
th ings  you underlined are so 
much em bro idery; the m ain  con­
te n t o f the  a rtic le , and in  th is  i t  
undoubtedly accu ra te ly  reflects, 
as i t  cla im s, the type o f propa­
ganda being carried  on by the 
C om inte rn in  G erm any is— a ju s ­
tif ic a tio n  o f the H it le r-S ta lin  
pact.

I f ,  the  day before the H it le r -  
S ta lin  pact, I  had asked you: “ Is  
i t  possible fo r  H it le r  to  conduct 
a fo re ign  po licy  beneficial to  the 
G erm an w o rk e rs ? ” — w h a t w ould 
you have answered? N o! How  
can bestia l fascism  do an y th in g  
w h ich  serves the in te rests o f the 
w o rke rs ! You understood then, 
qu ite  f irm ly , th a t there was no 
difference between H it le r ’s tre a ­
ties and H it le r ’s b reak ing  o f tre a ­
ties: no difference, fo r  instance, 
between M un ich and his m arch 
in to  A u s tr ia . E v e ry th in g  th a t he 
did, a t home o r abroad, was re ­
actiona ry . E v e ry th in g  w ith o u t 
exception.

Now, however, you and you r 
p a r ty  t r y  to  te ll me, H it le r  has 
done som eth ing ve ry  good. "V e ry  
good”  is, indeed, a m iserable un­
dersta tem ent. F ew  ru lers , indeed, 
have ever achieved a n y th in g  re ­
m o te ly  com parable on beha lf o f 
th e ir  people. Jus t see w h a t, ac­
cord ing  to th a t Sunday W orke r 
a rtic le , H it le r  has done fo r  the 
Germ an people by concluding his 
pact w ith  S ta lin :

“ The G erm an-Soviet pact 
shows th a t the v ita l in te rests 
o f the  G erm an people can defi­
n ite ly  be pro tected by peaceful 
trea ties, provided th a t  the  Ger­
m an w o rk in g  people decide fo r-

eign p o licy  and. have the power 
to  guarantee such trea ties .”  

Yes, I  note the “ provided 
th a t" .  B u t the S ta lln -H tile r  pact 
was concluded w ith o u t those p ro­
vis ions; the G erm an w o rkers  had 
no voice in  i t  and no power to 
guarantee it .  A pp a re n tly , the re­
fore , “ the G erm an people can 
de fin ite ly  be pro tected by peace­
fu l trea tie s  even though they are 
bound and gagged and to rtu re d  
by H it le r !

Here is another trem endous 
com plim ent paid to  H it le r  by the 
same Sunday W orke r a rtic le :

. . The S ov ie t U n ion ’s 
pacts w ith  G erm any rescued 
the G erm an people fro m  the  
w o rs t o f cou n te r-revo lu tiona ry  
w ars and ditched the p reda to ry  
plans o f the A llie d  w arm akers  
aga inst bo th the  Soviet and the 
German peoples.”

H it le r  has seldom had such 
com plim ents pa id to  him , even 
by his own lic ksp ittle s . Just 
th in k ! W ith  a wave o f h is pen, 
H it le r  saved the G erm an people 
“ fro m  the w o rs t o f counter-rev-^ 
o lu tio n a ry  w a rs " and “ d itched 
the p reda to ry  plans o f th e  A llie d  
w a rm akers .”
E F F E C T  O F S T A L IN IS T  
P R O P A G A N D A  IN  G E R M A N Y

W hat, lo g ica lly , w ou ld  be the 
e ffect o f such propaganda on Ger­
man w o rke rs  who w a n t a free, 
un ited G erm any, who w a n t to  be 
r id  o f H itle r , b u t fe a r also the oc­
cupation o f G erm any by the A l­
lies ?

I f  he accepted the  propaganda 
o f yo u r p a rty , the G erm an w o rk ­
e r could on ly  conclude: " A f te r  
a ll, H it le r  a t the helm  is no t the 
w o rs t th ing . He has saved us 
fro m  the w o rs t o f coun te r-rev­
o lu tio n a ry  w ars, has d itched the 
p re da to ry  plans o f the A llie d  
w arm akers, has pro tected ou r v i­
ta l in te rests  by peaceful trea ties  
w ith  the S oviet U nion. B e tte r 
th a t  than another Versa illes. W e 
m ust w a it  u n t il a f te r  the w a r be­
fore o ve rtu rn in g  a  reg im e w h ich  
can do these th ings .”

N o t even the te rr ib le  hardships 
o f the w a r as i t  unfolds, the da ily  
to ll o f dead and wounded, the 
hunger a t home as the blockade 
finds its  v ic tim s  fro m  a fa r, no t 
even these th ings, w h ich  caused 
the G erm an p ro le ta r ia t to  m ake 
a revo lu tion  in  1918, w ill spur to 
re vo lt the G erm an w o rk e r who 
is under the  influence o f y o u r 
p a rty . F or, to  revo lt, the  w o rk ­
ers in  1918 had f in a lly  to  see: the 
m a in  enemy is a t home, th e  K a i­
ser, the  Junkers, the  cap ita lis ts ,

they are responsible fo r  th is  w ar. 
The w ay to  stop the w a r  is fo r  
us, the w orkers, to  stop fig h tin g , 
to stop w o rk in g  fo r  th is  w a r m a­
chine.
S T A L IN  W H IT E W A S H E S  
H IT L E R ’S W A R  G U IL T

B u t the w o rke r under the in flu ­
ence o f y o u r p a r ty  w i l l  never get 
to th a t po in t o f revo lt. F o r you r 
p a r ty  is no t te ll in g  h im  th a t  H i t ­
le r  is responsible fo r  th is  war. 
Y ou r p a rty  is no t te llin g  the Ger­
m an w o rke r th a t the  m a in  ene­
m y  is a t home. Y o u r p a r ty  is 
te llin g  h im  th a t the A llie s  are 
responsible fo r  the w ar. I  quote 
another o f the m any key  para­
graphs you did no t underline: 

“ B rush ing  aside the  le g a lis t­
ic ‘o rig in s ’ o f the  present w ar, 
the  C om m unists p o in t to  T H E  
R E A L  P R O V O C A TIO N  OF 
T H E  W A R  IN  T H E  S Y S T E M ­
A T IC  E FFO R TS  O F  T H E  A N ­
G LO  - F R E N C H  IM P E R IA L ­
IS TS  to  b r in g  the Soviet Union 
and G erm any in to  a head-on 
collis ion . W ith  th is  goal in  
v iew , the B r it is h  im p e ria lis ts  
supported an e n tire  series o f 
G erm an fasc is t aggressions. . . 
The Soviet U n ion e ffec tive ly  
scotched these p lo ts  by its  
pacts w ith  G erm any.”

I f  y o u r p a r ty  could convince 
the G erm an w o rke rs  th a t “ the 
system atic  e ffo rts  o f the A ng lo - 
F rench im p e ria lis ts " is  the "re a l 
p rovoca tion  o f the w a r" , then 
w h y  should the y  cease fig h tin g  
and w o rk in g  fo r  the G erm an a r ­
m y?  W h a t would be the use, i f  
the A ng lo -F rench  are alone re­
sponsible fo r  the w a r?  To stop 
w a r, one m ust deal blows a t 
those responsible. They, accord­
in g  to  you r p a rty , are outside 
Germ any. The m ain  enemy is not 
a t home.
L E N IN IS T  S LO G ANS A B S E N T  
F R O M  C O M IN T E R N  L IN E

The a rtic le  po in ts  o u t co rre c tly  
th a t the A ng lo -F rench  are no t 
f ig h tin g  fo r  the freedom  o f Po­
land, the Czech and A u s tr ia n  
peoples. B u t search th a t a rtic le , 
and a ll the others o f y o u r p a rty  
since the H itle r -S ta lin  pact, and 
nowhere w il l  you find  the ele­
m en ta ry  slogans on th is  question 
d ic ta ted  to  every rea l L e n in is t: 
F o r the freedom  o f the Polish, 
Czech, S lovak peoples fro m  the 
yoke o f H it le r !  Is  i t  an accident 
th a t a le ng th y  a rtic le  describ ing  
C om m unist propaganda in  Ger­
m any does no t say these th in gs?  
No, i t  is by design: the Le n in is t 
slogans aga inst w a r are com­
p le te ly  a lien to  the  C om inte rn

line  in  Germ any.
In  A m erica , y o u r p a r ty  is ra is ­

in g  the slogan: “ N o t a man, not 
a cent, no t a gun, fo r  the im per­
ia lis t  w a r !”  W hy  don’t  y o u r p a r­
ty  raise the same slogan in  G er­
m any? Because, in  re tu rn  fo r  the 
pa c t w ith  S ta lin , y o u r p a r ty  
serves H itle r .  To serve h im  well, 
i t  m ust do so no t too crudely. 
Therefore, as the a rtic le  pu ts it ,  
“ One o f th e ir  cen tra l ra lly in g  
cries is the demand fo r  the re ­
lease o f T hae lm ann." Thaelm ann 
should be freed. B u t can th a t pos­
s ib ly  be a C E N T R A L  ra lly in g  
slogan ?

Look th rou gh  th a t a rtic le  
again, and w h a t o th e r “ ra lly in g  
cries" do you find  ? “ They ca ll the  
people to action  aga inst the fe a r­
fu l ly  low  wages and the sky-h igh  
o i w a r p ro fits , the m is trea tm e n t 
and bad food”  —  and these “ ac 
t io n "  slogans are ju s tifie d  by 
th is : "The C om m unists empha­
size th a t the f ig h t fo r  the im m e­
d iate in te res ts  o f the  people is 
iden tica l w ith  the s trugg le  
against the w a r po licy  o f German 
b ig  cap ita l.”

A  P S E U D O -'R A D IC A L  c o v e r  
FO R  S E R V IN G  H IT L E R

.-That sounds rad ica l, u n t il you 
analyze it .  Is  " th e  w a r po licy  o f 
G erm an b ig  ca p ita l”  iden tica l 
w ith  fe a rfu lly  low  wages, w a r 
p ro fits , etc., o r  is  i t  som eth ing 
m ore? We, the T ro tsky is ts , 
would say th a t low  wages, p ro fit ­
eering, etc., a lthough  to  be 
fo u g h t against, are m ere ly  ac­
com panim ents to  Germ an im p e r­
ia lism ’s w a r po licy. The w a r po l­
icy  its e lf  is : the a im  o f im p e ria l­
is t  expansion, the a tte m p t to  re ­
div ide the  w o rld . In  o the r words, 
Germ an im peria lism . H itle r ,  is 
responsible fo r  the fa c t  o f w a r 
itse lf.

B u t y o u r p a r ty  canno t say 
th is, fo r  i t  has a lready blamed 
the w a r on the A llies . N o r can i t  
even f ig h t  aga inst low  wages and 
hunger e ffective ly .

In  a w ord, do you w a n t a  p ic ­
tu re  o f y o u r p a r ty  in  G erm any? 
Then look a t the S oc ia lis t p a rty  
o f France, o r the B r it is h  Labor 
P a rty . They, too, ta lk  o f f ig h tin g  
low  wages and hunger; b u t th e ir  
w a r po licy  m akes i t  impossible. 
Thus they serve the  B r it is h  and 
F rench ru le rs  — ■ as y o u r p a r ty  
serves H itle r .

M ore, m uch more, can be said 
on th is  question. I  sha ll re tu rn  to  
i t  n e x t week.

F ra te rn a lly ,
F E L IX  M O RRO W

West Indies 
Feel British 
Wartime Rule

B y R O B E R T L . B IR C H M A N
A  p a rtia l stoppage o f w o rk  in  seven o f T r in ­

idad ’s o il fields in  Janua ry  gave the governor, 
M a jo r S ir  H u b e rt Young, the p re te x t to  crack  
down on "a g ita to rs "  and to  place in  com pulsory 
detention, U r ia h  B u tle r, m il ita n t  N egro  trade 
un ion is t, ju s t released fro m  tw o  years in  prison 
fo r  his a c tiv itie s  in  connection w ith  the T rin id a d  
general s tr ik e  o f 1937. The au th o ritie s  feared a 
recurrence o f the 1937 s tr ike , when they landed 
b lue jacke ts and m arines in  o rder to  suppress the 
s tr ike . The governor p u t th ro u g h  an ag reem ent 
w ith  the o il companies under w h ich  the s tr ik e rs  
were induced to  re tu rn  to  w o rk . U nde r its  te rm s 
a wage increase o f tw o  cents an ho u r was g ra n t­
ed a ll around, plus a w a r bonus o f h a lf a cent 
an hour fo r  every five  p o in t’s rise in  the  cost o f 
liv in g . These concessions are less than  m eagre, 
as they are to  be n u llified  by soaring  prices.

F ro m  the fe w  reports  o f conditions in  the W est 
Ind ies th a t seep th ro u g h  to  the A m erican  N egro  
press, despite the r ig id  censorship, i t  is  c lear 
the W est Ind ians are su ffe rin g  fro m  the burdens 
o f the w a r. Increases in  such prices o f foodstu ffs  
in  T rin id a d  are as m uch as 180 per cen t (ex­
am ples: s p lit  peas, usua lly  5 cents per lb., now 
14 cents), and 28 per cen t in  te x tile s  (84 cent 
s tock ings are now ¿1.08) b u t there has been no 
corresponding rise in  wages. Sugar in  la rge  quan­
tit ie s  is exported to E ng land, w h ile  the popu la­
tion  is res tric ted  to  purchases o f 5 lbs. <’

Reports are th a t in  T rin id a d  there  has been 
near r io t  and d iscon tent over the co lony’s g i f t  o f 
$1,000,000 to  E ng land fo r  the suppo rt o f the w a r. 
In  Janua ry  c ity  co rpora tion  laborers w ere b a t­
t l in g  to  have th e ir  pay increased to  96 cents per 
day and were m eeting  w ith  vic ious opposition.

Food Profiteering Widespread
P ro fite e rin g  in  foods tu ffs  and te x tile s  is w ide­

spread th rou gh ou t the colonies. So te rr if ic  has 
been th is  u p tu rn  in  prices th a t law s have been 
enacted in  several o f the colonies to  curb  the 
m erchants. A t  St. Georges, the cham ber o f com ­
merce pe titioned S ir H. P. Popham, governor o f 
the W indw ard  Islands, “ to  set r ig h t  the obvious 
hardships created upon m erchants by the adm in­
is te r in g  o f the regu la tions consequent on the 
w a r.”  The governor has prom ised to  investiga te  
and effect changes to a id  the m erchants, w h ich  
trans la ted  means th a t the poor people w ho have 
d ifficu ltie s  in  peace tim e  to  buy the food neces­
sary to  ex is t upon w il l  have th e ir  s tandard o f 
liv in g  fu r th e r  reduced as a resu lt o f the  war.

Royal Commission Report 
Suppressed

The re p o rt o f the B r it is h  Royal Com m ission 
on cond itions in  the W est Indies, concluded be­
fo re  th e  ou tb reak o f w a r and pigeon-holed, re ­
fused to  s tay  buried and has emerged to  plague 
•and embarass M a lco lm  M cDonald, the Colon ia l 
Secre tary. The re p o rt contains docum entation o f 
recent labo r s trugg les in  the W est Ind ies and rec­
om m endations fo r  co rrection  o f conditions. So 
revea ling  are the sections on T rin idad , Jam aica 
and Barbados th a t M r. M cD onald has refused 
to release them  even to  the m em bers o f P a r lia ­
m ent th a t recommended the crea tion  o f the com ­
m ission. One g roup  is pressing fo r  an im m edia te 
release and the in s titu t io n  o f sweeping re fo rm s 
in  o rd e r " to  earn the  g ra titu d e  o f the  colon ia l 
peoples” , b u t M r. M cD onald holds to  the the o ry  
th a t the  E m p ire  is a t w a r now  and cannot gam ­
ble w ith  the  colonies now.

He fea rs  th a t i f  the  re p o rt is  released, i t  w ou ld  
create a wave o f resentm ent, and add fu e l to  the 
explosive conditions a lready e x is tin g  in  Ind ia , 
A fr ic a , Ire land , and o ther sections o f the E m pire . 
M ost em barrassing Is the evidence contained in  
the  re p o rt th a t  in  every instance the loca l com - ' 
m issions, made u p  o f p la n te r barons and h igh  
office holders, w h itewashed the issue, released 
w ro ng  figu res on the  casualties and voted enor­
mous sums fo r  m odern arm s and m un itions  to 
te rro rize  the peasants and w orkers.

In  an a tte m p t to  im prove its  colon ia l positron, 
the B r it is h  governm ent has announced th rou gh  
C olon ia l S ecre tary M a lco lm  M cDonald th a t the 
governm ent has abolished the co lor bar a t home 
and overseas and th a t co lon ia l governors have 
been in s tru c te d  to  g ive  preference to  colon ials 
over Europeans in  office appointm ents. T h is  is 
an a tte m p t to  p a c ify  the colonies, B r ita in ’s res­
e rv o ir  o f m an power in  its  death  s trugg le  w ith  
the N az i w a r machine. The re fusa l o f E ng land to  
g ra n t dom in ion s ta tus to  In d ia  and the g ro w in g  
a n t i-B r it is h  m ovem ent there has seriously  shak­
en B r it is h  m ora le  in  A s ia  and A fr ic a .

Sentiment of the Negro Colonials
In  spite o f the severe consorship e x is tin g  in  

the colonies and the repressive measures aga inst 
labo r organ iza tions we can be sure th a t  the a t ­
titud e  expressed in  The Barbados Observer in  
Septem ber is s t i l l  the sen tim en t o f the colon ia ls:

“ In  the W est Ind ies the  e lem entary princ ip les 
o f dem ocracy are denied the na tive  masses. 
There fore we are opposed to conscrip tion. F o r 
example, when such savage sentences as ten  
years ’ im prisonm en t have been g iven to  the negro 
w o rke r, U lr ic  G rant, fo r  cham pion ing the cause 
o f his fe llo w  w orkers , i t  is sheer im pudence on 
the p a r t o f the B r it is h  ru lin g  class to  appeal to 
colon ia l w o rke rs  to  help them  defend th e ir  i l l -  
go tten  gains.

“ We co lon ia l w o rke rs  have no t fo rg o tte n  the  
la s t W orld  W ar, w hen a ll k in ds  o f prom ises were 
made to  us i f  o n ly  we w ou ld  he lp  ge t r id  o f 
K a ise r and P russian m ilita r is m ! H undreds o f 
thousands died in  Europe, Palestine and A fr ic a .

“ B u t o u r m asters have n o t fu lf il le d  one o f th e ir  
promises. Instead, o u r rew ard  has been m ore 
repressive laws, unem ploym ent, and s ta rva tio n .

"J u s t look a t  the cond ition  o f the A fr ic a n  
Peoples in  South and E as t A fr ic a , in  Jam aica, 
in  T rin idad , in  Barbados and o th e r p a rts  o f the 
W est Indies. Even a hard-boiled im p e ria lis t lik e  
L loyd  George described them  as the  slum s o f 
E m pire.

“ F u rthe rm o re , we sha ll never fo rg e t the 
sham efu l be traya l o f A byss in ia  by the  so-called 
League o f N a tion s  dom inated by the g re a t de- 

-m ocracies—-B rita in  and France.
“ W e have no fa ith  in  Im p e ria lis t governm ents, 

regardless o f w he the r they ca ll themselves dem ­
ocra tic  o r fasc is t. They are a ll Im p e ria lis ts , and 
as such the  exp lo ite rs  and oppressors o f colon ia l 
peoples. T here fore  we are de term ined never aga in  
to  a llow  ourselves to be used as cannon fodder 
by e ith e r cam p in  the com ing w a r.”

(T h is  week’s colum n is w r it te n  by Robert
L. B irchm an , in the  absence of J. R. John­
son).
The P h iladelph ia  Independent, N egro  newspa­

per o f Philade lp ia  asks some questions o f P res­
iden t Roosevelt in  a recent ed ito ria l.

"W h y  should Negroes be secre tly  excluded 
fro m  w ide scale in d u s tr ia l recovery? W hy  does 
no t P resident Roosevelt ca ll a tten tion  o f the na­
tion , and the in d u s tr ia lis ts  in  p a rticu la r, to  the 
fa c t th a t the recovery o f A m erica  m ust include 
the em ancipation o f N egro w o rke rs?

"W h y  m ust P resident Roosevelt rem ain s ilen t 
on tire  equa liza tion  o f educational standards fo r  
Negroes o f the South? W hy  m ust he rem a in ' 
s ilen t as to  the need fo r  passage o f the an ti- lyn ch  
b ill?  W hy  m ust he rem ain s ilen t a t the brazen­
ness o f the K u  K lu x  K lan, w h ich  is again s ta r t ­
in g  ou t on a race te r ro r is t  p rogram ?

“ We ca ll upon P resident Roosevelt to  no t ex­
tend too g re a t a hand across the seas before he 
extends a m uch needed one a t home. W e w a n t 
to  see the establishm ent o f a tru e  dem ocracy 
here before we begin a  hue and c ry  fo r  i t  abroad. 

;W e fu r th e r  believe th a t we are heading fo r  w a r 
when we in te rfe re  too m uch in  European a ffa irs  
— th a t is w h y  the N e u tra lity  La w  was passed.

"P res iden t Roosevelt m ust rem em ber th a t in 
1940 Negroes o f th is  N a tion  w i l l  lo ud ly  ask—  
— ‘W h a t A bo u t Us, U n c le? ” ’

•  •  •

"Bread, Not Bullets"
A n ed ito ria l, “ B R E A D  N O T  B U L L E T S ”  in  the 

Feb. 4 Chicago Ije fe nde r sta tes: “ P resident
Roosevelt's recommended re lie f c u t o f one b i l­
lion do lla rs means mass s ta rva tio n  fo r  the m a­
jo r i t y  o f the Negro people. I f  Congress accepts 
his budget increasing the am ounts fo r  w a r prep­
ara tions, the  ou tla y  fo r  a ll social services w ill 
be d ra s tic a lly  reduced."

Negroes have been the la rges t group on re lie f 
p ro p o rtio n a lly  in  the country. The U nem p loy­
m ent Census o f 1937, the la tes t com plete figures 
available, show th a t 28.2 per cent o f the N egro  
w orkers  were unemployed compared to 19.1 per 
cen t o f the w h ite  w orkers. W h ile  67.8 per cent o f 
the w h ite  w o rke rs  were fu l ly  employed, 53.3 per 
cent, l i t t le  m ore than h a lf o f the Negro w orkers, 
were fu l ly  employed.

The Negroes, the m ost pove rty  s tr icke n  sec­
tion  o f the A m erican  popu lation, w i l l  be the 
ch ie f v ic tim s  o f fu r th e r  re lie f cuts. The ed ito ria l 
continues:

“ Measure re lie f cuts aga inst such phenomena 
o f ou r na tiona l life  as 9,000,000 already unem ­
ployed. and seeking an y th in g  to do, consider the 
d isc rim in a tio n  aga inst N egro job  seekers by  pow ­
e rfu l corpora tions. The answer is s ta rva tion .

“ Negroes, by the m illions, supported the New 
Deal p rogram  a lthough i t  was pa lpab ly a stop 
gap. W hatever its  inadequacies, i t  was the be­
g in n in g  o f a new conception o f governm ent— 
th a t  the w e lfa re  o f the A m erican  people, w h ite  
and colored, m eant m ore to  the  fu tu re  o f A m e r­
ica than the o p p o rtu n ity  fo r  in d u s tr ia l m agnates 
to gouge fortunes- o u t  o f  jhese people.

“ W h ich  does no t mean, o f course, th a t  tjfie 
Negro w il l  re tu rn  to the Republican p a r ty  w h ich  
pacified h im  so long w ith  o ra to ry  and a fe w — 
ve ry  few — p o lit ic a l jobs. A t  th is  la te  stage, a fte r  
a lm ost eleven years o f economic cris is, the N e­
gro  w il l  in e v ita b ly  share in  any fo rw a rd  move 
o f the w h ite  masses.

"N o r  does a president a lw ays ge t w h a t he 
w ants  fro m  Congress i f  the people w a n t some­
th in g  else. Cortgress can be to ld  em pha tica lly  by 
the A m erican  people th a t  the s itu a tio n  demands 
an increase in  re lie f expenditures ra th e r tha n  a 
decrease; th a t:

“ Bread is wanted, and no t b u lle ts !"

*  *  *

Which Way Now?
The N ew  Deal was n o t the “ beginn ing o f a new 

conception o f governm ent”  and c e rta in ly  the New 
Deal did no th in g  and w il l  no t do an y th in g  to 
prevent the in d u s tr ia l m agnates fro m  goug ing 
p ro fits  o u t o f the  masses o f the people. In  fa c t 
the N ew  Deal served to p ro te c t and extend the 
in te rests o f the c a p ita lis t class o f A m erica  and 
now, openly becoming the W a r Deal, serves to 
enrich the pockets o f the arm am ents and m un i­
tions makers.

The problem  w h ich  these ed ito ria ls  do no t an­
swer is how are the Negro people to solve the 
problem s o f job  d iscrim ina tions, unem ploym ent, 
w a r, educational in equa lity , jim -c row ism , etc., 
th a t face the m — and w h ich  face the masses o f 
the w h ite  w o rkers  as we ll.

The d irec tion  in  w h ich  the masses o f the  N e­
g ro  w o rkers  m ust tu rn  th e ir  e ffo rts  was in d i­
cated by W ilfre d  D ickerson, a young N egro  trade 
un ion is t, and delegate fro m  W est V irg in ia  to  the 
recent convention o f the U n ited  M ine W orkers  
when he sta ted :

“ The resu lts  o f th is  convention w il l  be the la y ­
in g  o f the ground w o rk  fo r  a g re a t p o lit ic a l la ­
bor pa rty . T h rough  such a labo r p a r ty  the la b o r­
in g  m an— Negro and w h ite — w ill  ge t the best 
type o f representa tion ."

The- Negroes m ust un ite  w ith  th e ir  w h ite  b ro th ­
ers in  the trade  unions to  f ig h t  fo r  the bu ild ing  
o f a m il ita n t  labo r p a r ty  since experience has 
proved th a t labo r and especially the Negroes 
have received l i t t le  o f value fro m  the boss parties 
and th a t they cannot make use o f the boss pa r­
ties and m ust have a p a r ty  o f th e ir  own. I t  is 
on ly  along th is  line  th a t the Negroes can f ig h t  
e ffec tive ly  fo r  jobs, adequate re lie f, educational 
equa lity , aga inst lynch ing , aga inst w a r and fo r  
“ fu l l  economic, p o lit ic a l and economic equa lity  
fo r  the N egro  people."

By J. R. JOHNSON

“ L A B O R  W IT H  A  W H IT E  S K IN  
n r >  1  C A N N O T  E M A N C IP A T E  IT S E L F
I h e W H E R E  L A B O R  W IT H  A  B L A C K  

1  H C  S K IN  IS  B R A N D E D " —  K A R L  
M A R X .

N e g ro  Q u e s t io n
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FIGHT W ITH THE SOCIALIST 
WORKERS PARTY FOR:

1. A  Job and a decent l iv in g  fo r  every w o rke r.
2. Open the  Idle fac to ries— operate them  under 

w o rke rs ’ con tro l.
5. A  T w e n ty -B illio n  d o lla r F edera l pub lic  w o rks  

and housing p rogram .
4. T h ir ty - th ir ty — $S0-weekly m in im um  wage— 30- 

hour w eek ly  m ax im um  fo r  a l l w o rke rs  on a ll Jobs.
6. T h ir ty  d o lla r w eek ly  old-age and d is a b ility  

pension.
0. E x p ro p ria te  the  S ix ty  F am ilies.
7. A l l  w a r funds to  the  unemployed.
8. A  people’s re ferendum  on any and a ll wars.
9. N o secret d ip lom acy.

10. A n  independent Labo r P a rty .
11. W orke rs ’ Defense G uards aga inst v ig ila n te  and 

Fasc is t a ttacks .
12. F u ll social, p o lit ic a l and economic eq ua lity  fo r  

the  N egro people.

Gene Debs' Words
Our St. Paul comrades are conducting a may­

oralty election campaign. Appropriately for these 
grim days o f war, their campaign centers on the 
war issue. Campaigning in a city where thou­
sands o f workers still lovingly remember Eugene 
V. Debs, whose revolutionary anti-war tradition 
our party continues, our comrades sent us, for 
inclusion in a special St. Paul edition o f the 
Socialist Appeal, some excerpts from Debs’ fa­
mous Canton speech. We take this opportunity 
to reprint these unforgettable words o f Debs, fo r 
which the United States government sentenced 
him to ten years in prison. What Debs said in 
1918, the Socialist Workers Party affirms to­
day. Excerpts from his famous speech o f June 
16, 1918, fo llow :

I  hate, I  loathe, I  despise junkers and junker- 
dom. I  have no earthly use for the junkers of 
Germany, and not one particle more use for the 
junkers in the United States.

*  *  *

The master class has always declared the 
wars; the subject class has always fought the 
battles. The master class has had all to gain and 
nothing to lose, while the subject class has had 
nothing to gain and all to lose— especially their 
lives.

*  *  *

To turn your back on the corrupt Republican 
Party and the corrupt Democratic Party— the 
gold-dust lackeys o f the ruling class, counts for 
something. I t  counts fo r still more after you have 
stepped out o f those popular and corrupt capital­
ist parties to jo in  a m inority party that has an 
ideal, that stands fo r a principle and fights for a 
cause. This w ill be the most important change 
you have ever made.

*  *  *

The capitalists are continually talking about 
your patriotic duty. I t  is not T H E IR  but your 
patriotic duty that they arc concerned about. 
There is a decided difference. Their patriotic 
duty never takes them to the firing line or chucks 
them into the trenches.

*  *  *

Yes, in good time we are going to sweep into 
power in this nation and throughout the world. 
We are going to destroy all enslaving and de­
grading capitalist institutions and recreate them 
as free and humanizing institutions. The world 
is daily changing before our eyes. The sun o f ca­
pitalism is setting; the sun o f Socialism is rising. 
I t  is our duty to build the new' nation and the 
free republic. We need industrial and social 
builders. We Socialists are the builders o f the 
beautiful world that is to be. We are all pledged 
to do our part. We are inviting— aye, challenging 
you in the name o f your owm manhood and wo­
manhood to jo in  us and do your part.

*  *  *

Years ago I  recognized my kinship w ith  all 
liv ing beings, and made up my mind that I  was 
not one bit better than the meanest on earth. I 
said then, and I  say now, that while there is a 
lower class, I  am in it, while there is a criminal 
element, I  am o f it, and while there is a soul in 
prison I  am not free.

SPARKS IN  THE NEWS
1 1 1 ■■ by Dwight Macdonald --- • = = = = ^ ^ ^

American Class Consciousness

W e're Dogmatic
We revolutionary workers, it. appears, are too 

“ utopian.”  We say that this war is a result of 
the economic conflicts between imperialist na­
tions; that so long as capitalism exists, so long 
w ill war be inevitable. Hence to bring real peace 
it is necessary to overthrow all the imperialist 
governments and establish the rule of the work­
ers. That’s not only too utopian; i t ’s also dogmat­
ic. So say all the good people who are in favor 
o f peace. •

And since the members o f Norman Thomas’ 
Socialist party are all good and w'ell-meaning 
people, filled w ith the noblest sentiments and 
highest aspirations, they are not going to be 
dogmatists and Utopians, they are going to make 
a serious effort to achieve peace.

So the “ Socialist Call,”  in an editorial in the 
March 2 issue, boldly comes forth w ith the idea 
that the imperialist war now raging in Europe 
should be stopped . . .  by mediation.

“ Mediation Now”  is the title o f the editorial. 
And it says:

“ Devere Allen’s cables reporting unani­
mous opinion among the Scandinavian coun­
tries, Holland and Belgium, in favor o f 
American leadership in mediation efforts are 
very impressive.

“ These people don’t love H itle r but they 
do know the facts about what war means. 
Some doubt and fear regarding Sumner 
Welles’ own attitude (and the president’s) 
are in order and may confirm some o f the 
things we fear but the conclusion is ines­
capable that the well being of the world 
would be hastened by the right sort o f medi­
ation in behalf o f the right sort o f peace 
negotiations.”

The “ conclusion, is inescapable”  that “ social­
ists”  who write that kind o f tripe are well along 
the way to serving the master class as errand 
boys. There is certainly no evidence to demon­
strate that the American section o f the Second 
International is not going to commit here the 
crimes of its European sections. And this stand 
on mediation is weighty evidence that Thomas is 
blood-brother to Leon Blum and the other Judas- 
goats in Europe.

I f  the master class is capable o f the “ right sort 
o f mediation”  and the “ right sort of peace nego­
tiations,”  then why should the workers wipe 
their power o ff the face o f the earth? The “ So­
cialist Call”  editorial concludes, addressing “ the 
world” : “ And i f  your negotiations are success­
ful, we promise our cooperation in disarmament 
and in those economic arrangements upon which 
the future peace and happiness and prosperity of 
the world depends.”

Cooperation to whom? The world? This world 
is the world o f the master class. Cooperation with 
them for "disarmament” — that was the road to 
war from Versailles to Munich. Cooperation with 
them in “ economic arrangements” — that was the 
enslavement o f the peoples o f A frica, Asia and 
South America.

None o f this Judas-goat talk for us. We say 
to the rulers o f this world: We’re against your 
wars, and against your peace, against your “ dis­
armament”  fakery and against your economics, 
root and branch. No cooperation with you, but 
the irreconcileable class struggle against you.

That’s the differences between us and these 
“ socialists.”  Very practical people they are, with 
backbones as flexible as willows. But we, just the 
same, w ill remain dogatic as hell on the key 
questions o f the salvation o f humanity.

"International Law"
I f  all the tomes that have been written on and 

about and around'what is called “ international 
law”  could be brought together, they would 
probably fill a building at least as large as the 
New Y ork Public Library. The amount o f en­
ergy consumed in speechifying about it would 
probably have provided enough electric power to 
supply a good-sized city for a good many years.

Yet whenever it has come down to hard cases 
the same simple fact has always come to lig h t: 
“ international law”  means the desires at a given 
moment o f the power in the best position to 
enforce its will.

There can be no rule o f international law un­
der a regime of international anarchy— and this 
is exactly the kind o f regime that exists and w ill 
continue to exist so long as the world consists 
o f groups o f capitalist powers constantly at war 
with one another by economic or m ilitary means.

There w ill be the rule of international law 
only in a world organized on an international 
basis, its material resources serving the interests 
o f all races and all peoples. Such a world w ill be 
organized only when the boss-built barriers of 
profit-seeking greed are torn down by peoples 
aroused at last by the deception which makes 
them pay the toll o f the greed o f those who rule 
them. That means an end to capitalism and the 
launching o f a socialist world. And that is the 
goal our party has made its own.

The m ost in te re s tin g  th in g  in  the new “ U .S .A .”  
issue o f F o rtun e  is the la te s t in s ta lm e n t o f the 
F o rtune  Survey. Jus t how accurate and scien­
t if ic a lly  unbiassed th is  na tiona l po ll is, I  don’ t  
know. ( I t  came rem a rka b ly  close to  the  1936 
pres identia l e lection resu lts .) B u t to  the exten t 
th a t i t  is an accurate re flection o f pub lic  opin ion, 
th is  m on th ’s in s ta lm e n t makes sober reading

T h a t the social and economic conditions fo r  
the transference o f power fro m  the bourgeoisie 
to  the w o rke rs  have, in  th is  country , been ripe 
fo r  some tim e— this, I  th in k , can easily be dem ­
onstra ted. B u t F o rtu n e ’s S urvey would seem to  
ind ica te  th a t th is  is fa r  fro m  being y e t reflected 
in  mass consciousness.

The question was asked: "W h a t w o rd  w ou ld  
you use to  name the  class in  A m erica  you belong 
to ? ”  To th is, 47% answered ‘‘m iddle class” , 15% 
said "w o rk in g  class” , and 28% said th e y  d idn ’ t  
know.

A n o th e r question: “ Do you th in k  the in te rests 
o f em ployers and employees are, by  th e ir  ve ry  
nature , opposed, o r are they bas ica lly  the sam e?” 
56% answered “ the sam e” , 25% said “ op­
posed", the rest d idn ’ t  know. F a c to ry  w orkers , 
as one w o u ld  expect, were the m ost class 'con­
scious here: here— and ye t m ore o f even th is  
section o f the masses th o u g h t class in te rests 
were “ bas ica lly  the same”  (41% ) than  th o u g h t 
they  were opposed (37% ).

A sked : "W h a t do you re a lly  th in k  w ou ld  be 
a  s a tis fa c to ry  income fo r  y o u ? ” , exa c tly  h a lf of 
a ll answ ering named sums o f $2500 a yqg r and 
under. I t  is tru e  th a t even such an income is 
fa r  below w h a t m ost people ge t today, b u t to  be 
con tent w ith  so l i t t le  shows a dangerous mood 
o f h u m ility  and res igna tion  am ong the masses.

The m ost om inous find in g  was th a t, w h ile  49% 
tho ugh t anybody a t any tim e  should have the 
r ig h t  o f free speech, a lm ost as m any (44% ) said 
the y  w ou ld  "p ro h ib it  some” . A nd  o f these la tte r, 
m uch the b iggest p ro po rtion  (40% ) defined the 
“ some”  they w ould gag as "B row de r, com m u­
nists, reds, rad ica ls, Thomas, socia lis ts” . The 
next b iggest gag group was the  18% in  fa v o r 
o f denying free  speech to  “ Kuhn, Bund Leaders, 
Nazis, Fascis ts” . T h is  w ou ld  seem to  ind ica te  
th a t “ reds”  are abou t tw ice  as unpopu lar in  th is  
coun try  a t the m om ent as fascists. ( I t  w ou ld  
have been in te re s tin g  and valuable to  have had 
th is  same question asked before the H itle r -S ta lin  
Pact. I  ven ture  to  guess th a t the a n ti-" re d ”  sen­
tim e n t w ou ld  have been apprec iab ly  weaker.

The People Reject War
A s the w a r drags on, its  sterile , fu t ile , reac­

tio n a ry  cha rac te r becomes increas ing ly  c lear to  
the A m erican  masses. In  the  f irs t  week o f the 
w ar, the G a llup  P o ll asked the question: " I f  i t  
appears th a t G erm any is de feating  E ng land and 
France, should th e  U n ited  States declare w a r 
on G erm any and send o u r a rm y  and navy  to 
Europe to  f ig h t? ”  To th is , 44% said “ Yes” , 56% 
said “ N o” . The same question was asked a few  
weeks ago. T h is  tim e  23% said "Y es” , 77% “ N o ’'1. 
In  the same way, the percentage o f those who 
th in k  the  U . S. w i l l  s ta y  o u t o f the European 
w a r has risen fro m  54% la s t O ctober to  a c u r­
re n t f ig u re  o f 68%.

T h is  sw ing  in  pub lic  sentim ent, w h ich  set in  
a few  weeks a fte r  the  w a r began, has forced 
the Roosevelt A d m in is tra tio n  to  soft-pedal its  
jin g o is t ic  p ro -A lly  propaganda, and to  backw a­
te r  on its  w a r plans. B u t i t  w ou ld  be fo lly  to  
im ag ine  e ith e r th a t the A d m in is tra tio n  has given 
up its  p lans fo r  g e ttin g  the cou n try  in to  the w a r 
on the  side o f the "dem ocracies” , o r  th a t the 
present trend  o f pub lic  fee lin g  cannot be reversed 
in  the  near fu tu re . No am ount o f popu la r ha tred 
o f w a r w i l l  by its e lf  suffice to keep the cou n try  
ou t o f the  present w ar. T h is  mass sen tim en t m ust 
be organized and given expression by pow erfu l 
labo r and rad ica l o rgan iza tions i f  i t  is to  p lay  
an im p o rta n t role.

But Capitalism Demands War
Regardless o f w h a t the masses th in k  and want, 

the economic necessities o f A m erican  cap ita lism  
press the  na tion  in exo rab ly  tow ards p a rtic ip a ­
tion  in  the w a r. The lin ks  o f go ld  and steel w h ich  
bind ou r economy to th a t o f the rest o f w o rld  
im p e ria lism  are fa r  s to u te r tha n  the sim ple- 
m inded, p ro v in c ia l " is o la tio n is t”  believes. A t  the 
present tim e , fo r  example, eleven b illions  o f 
A m erican  m oney are in  lo ng -te rm  investm ents 
abroad. L a s t ye a r’s exports  were h igher than  in 
1938, and the m on th  o f December, 1939, in  p a r­
ticu la r, was 37% above December, 1938.

F u rthe rm o re , the cha rac te r o f th is  trade  has 
changed in  recent years in  such a w a y  as to  lin k  
A m erican  economy m ore t ig h t ly  to European 
wars. A  com parison o f the ch ie f item s o f export 
in  1926-1930 w ith  1939, shows th a t ra w  co tton  
has had the b iggest drop (11% ), iro n  and steel 
m il l products the b iggest rise (9% ). In  general, 
decreases i r e  in  fa rm  products an<  ̂ consumers’ 
goods, w h ile  the increases are in  such w a r m a­
te r ia ls  as a irc ra ft,  o il, chemicals, iro n  and steel 
scrap. In  a word, the U n ited  States ten years ago 
was the p rov is ione r o f Europe, today is the a r­
m o re r o f Europe.

There is space here to  m ention  on ly  one o th e r 
t ie : the enorm ous flo w  o f go ld  fro m  Europe to 
the  safe haven o f th is  cou n try  in  the la s t few  
years. Since 1934, F o rtun e  estim ates th a t $10,- 
500,000,000 o f European gold has been received 
here; o f w h ich  on ly  $2,800,000,000 was in  se ttle ­
m ent o f fo re ig n  trade  balances. The rest repre­
sented “ a  vast, unwelcom e entrance o f fo re ign  
ca p ita l”  in  the fo rm  o f s h o rt-te rm  bank balances 
and fo re ig n  investm ents in  A m erican  securities.

A cco rd in g  to a recent re p o rt o f the U. S. De­
p a rtm e n t o f Commerce, th is  in flow  o f gold fro m  
Europe has been g re a tly  s tim u la ted  by the w ar. 
In  1938 the to ta l in flow  was $1,500,000,000; la s t 
yea r i t  was ju s t double th a t figu re , nam ely 
$3,000,000,000. A s soon as the w a r abroad be­
comes “ serious” , th is  to rre n t o f go ld  pou ring  
W estw ard  across the  A t la n t ic  w i l l  set in  m otion  
an E as tw a rd  coun te r-cu rren t o f A m erican  guns 
and copper and o il and chemicals. No c a p ita lis t 
governm ent can w ith s ta n d  the  g ra v ita t io n a l p u ll 
o f th is  economic in te ra c tio n  between A m erica  
and Europe. I t  w i l l  become a  question no t of 
w he the r to  en ter the  w a r, b u t p u re ly  as to  how 
to  ge t the c o u n try  in. A nd  th is  second problem  
can be solved by  the ru l in g  class m ore easily 
than  the  iso la tion is ts  realize.

U. S. Fleet Readies A pril 
W ar 'Games’ In  the Pacific

(C ontinued fro m  Page 1) 
“ m aneuvering”  in  the Caribbean 
since th e  beg inn ing o f January. 
The re la tio nsh ip  between these 
maneuvers and the  expectation of 
A m erican  p a rtic ip a tio n  in  the 
European w a r is stated, a lthough  
ca re fu lly , by Hanson B aldw in, 
m il ita ry  expert o f the New  Y o rk  
T imes, who w ro te  on Feb. 25:

“ O f ch ie f in te re s t in  the  C ar­
ibbean exercises is the  increas­
in g  a tte n tio n  be ing pa id to the 
D u tch  W est Indies, p a rtic u la r ly  
to  Curacao and A ruba , and to 
B r it is h  T rin idad . I t  is  common 
ta lk  in  a rm y  and navy circ les 
— though  none can be found to 
con firm  i t — th a t a ta c it  and un ­
w r itte n  b u t nevertheless defin­
ite  agreem ent ex is ts  between 
the U n ited  S tates and the  B r i­
t is h  and D u tch  governm ents 
w h ich  w ou ld  p e rm it the use of 
these islands by A m erican  nav­
al forces and planes in  the 
event o f w a r aga ins t some o th ­
e r fo re ign  power.”
Then B a ldw in  goes »on to  show 

how these islands are a lready be­
in g  used, c it in g  the  fa c t th a t 
“ d u rin g  la s t y e a r’s naval w a r 
games some nava l planes and 
surface c ra f t  ac tu a lly  based fo r  a 
tim e on one o r m ore o f these 
islands.”

In  o ther words, the secret 
agreem ent is a lready in  effect 
and has been fo r  some tim e. 
A no the r p ro o f o f w h a t a  fa lse 
facade Roosevelt’s “ n e u tra lity ”  
is !

W a r p repa ra tions are by no 
means to  be confined, however, 
to  the navy.

“ M ost A c tiv e  Y ea r”
The a rm y  and na tiona l guard 

are in  fo r  a year, B a ldw in  in fo rm s  
us, th a t “ prom ises to  be the m ost 
ac tive  in  th e ir  peacetim e h is to ry ”  
—w h ich  is n o t su rp ris in g  since 
o u r ru le rs  ev ide n tly  are counting  
on the  po ss ib ility  th a t th is  year 
m ay become p a rt o f ou r “ w a r­
tim e ”  h is to ry !

In  M ay in  Texas and Lou is iana 
70,000 men o f the  reg u la r a rm y  
w i l l  engage in  la rge  -  scale 
“ games”  and th is  w i l l  be supple­
m ented by  special t ra in in g  exer­
cises in  na tiona l guard  encamp­
m ents a ll over the  country .

A g a in s t “ C iv il D is tu rb e rs ”
The re g u la r a rm y, as the  m ag­

azine L ife  once b lu n tly  adm itted , 
is designed m a in ly  fo r  in te rn a l 
use— i.e., use aga inst “ c iv il d is­
tu rb e rs ” — aga inst s tr ik e rs  and re­
v o lt in g  w o rke rs  in  the  no t-too- 
d is ta n t tim e  when the w o rke rs  o f 
th is  cou n try  w i l l  rise up in  w ra th  
aga inst the w ar-m akers . So w h ile  
the fleet rehearses the business o f 
w a r aga inst the g re a t im p e ria lis t 
r iv a ls  o f W a ll S treet, the a rm y

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
The obvious com parisons be­

tween the  W elles m ission and the 
a c tiv itie s  o f Col. House in  Europe 
in  1915 have a lready been w ide ly  
draw n. House w en t to  “ exp lore”  
peace poss ib ilities  and a ll he suc­
ceeded in  do ing was he lp ing the 
A llie s  to b r in g  th is  c o u n try  in to  
the w a r on th e ir  side. I t  took 
nearly  tw e n ty  years fo r  the real 
fac ts  about House to  come to 
lig h t. In  the  m eanw hile th is  coun­
t r y  w en t in to  the European ho lo­
caust.

B u t when the fac ts  come to 
l ig h t  about W elles’ m ission— and 
we hope i t  w on ’t  take  20 years 
to  d ra g  them  in to  the  l ig h t  of 
day— i t  w i l l  p robab ly  be seen th a t 
Roosevelt was by no means re ­
pea ting  the naive essays in to  d ip ­
lom acy made by W ilson.

gets in  shape to  f ig h t  the w a r a t 
home.

T ha t's  w hy  m ore u rg e n tly  than  
ever w e ’ve g o t to  m arsha l our 
forces too and d rive  home to  the 
w o rke rs  o f th is  land th a t these 
“ w a r games”  are a g r im  and 
deadly business fo r  w h ich  the 
w o rke rs  too, on th e ir  side, m ust 
prepare.

Roosevelt knows the  gam e of 
power p o lit ic s  and in tends to  
p lay  i t  a ll w ays to  the m iddle. 
H is  in te n tio n  is to  assert the  
suprem acy o f A m erican  im p e r­
ia lism  and to  use its  power to  
d ic ta te  the course o f the  w a r 
and its  se ttlem ent. To th is  end 
he is p re pa ring  to  use the  whole 
economic, m ilita ry , and naval 
s tre n g th  o f the  coun try .

T h is  is the  road to  w a r. W e 
m us t demand a c lear account­
in g  fro m  the  m an In the W h ite  
House. W e demand as ou r r ig h t  
fu l l  know ledge o f the  d ip lo m a t­
ic  maneuvers w h ich  he is t r y ­
in g  to  keep behind a sm oke­
screen o f guesswork and news­
paper speculation. No secret 
d ip lom acy! N o confidence in  
Roosevelt as a “ peacem aker” !
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Fritz Thyssen - 
Why He Fled 
From Germany

B y  O SCAR F IS C H E R

F o r several m onths now F r itz  Thyssen has been 
in  self-im posed exile— the same Thyssen who, second 
on ly  to  K rup p , was the m ost po w erfu l representa­
tiv e  o f G erm an heavy in d u s try  and a t the same tim e  
one o f the m ost generous c o n trib u to rs  to H it le r ’s 
p a rty .

Seldom has the  cris is  o f H i t le r ’s d ic ta to rs h ip  been 
shown in  sha rpe r and cleare r lines tha n  in  the em ­
ig ra tio n  o f th is  unscrupulous pro fitee r, who w ith  his 
fr ien ds  am ong the lo rds o f the Rh ine land heavy in ­
d u s try  financed H it le r ’s in it ia l rise to power.

The m ore the w a r b rings the in te rn a l cond ition  o f 
G erm any in to  the open, the m ore “ n a tion a l u n ity ”  
is shown to  be a pure Goebbels fab le, the m ore we 
hear the voice o f the  G erm an masses r is in g  in  an 
ever s treng then in g  crescendo o f hate aga inst the fas­
c is t bandits. The be lie f th a t fasc ism  has before i t  
a ru le  o f a thousand years is belied by  eve ry  s tra w  
in  the w in d ; Thyssen has deserted the  ship and safe 
in  S w itze rland, aw a its  its  s in k ing .

Thyssen is by no means ag a in s t a w ar. G erm an 
im peria lism  was a lw ays po in ted tow a rd  w ar. I ts  im ­
p e r ia lis t p rog ram  was the rea liza tio n  o f the “ D ra ng  
Nach Osten,”  and to  c a rry  th ro u g h  th is  p ro g ra m  was 
to  have been H it le r ’s role. The men w ho gave the 
N azis financ ia l suppo rt before th e ir  seizure o f power 
were, in general fro m  the ranks o f finance c a p ita l­
ists. A f te r  the experiences o f the la s t w o rld  w a r, 
they wanted, w ith  the help o f E ng land  and France, 
and whenever possible the U n ited  States, to  avoid 
the r is k  o f another w ar. Germ an im p e ria lism  hoped 
to  a rr iv e  a t a com prom ise, i f  n o fa n  actua l alliance, 
a t the expense o f the Soviet U n ion . A nd  H it le r  was 
to  have been the com m ander-in -ch ie f o f  th is  w a r 
aga inst the U.S.S.R. T h a t was his h is to r ica l ro le ; i t  
was fo r  th a t th a t he had been u n d e rw ritte n ; i t  was 
fo r  th a t th a t the sta te  power had been surrendered 
to  him .

B u t H it le r  has no t fu lf il le d  the expectations o f his 
unde rw rite rs . O ut o f the expected des truc tion  o f 
Russia has come a pa rtnersh ip . G erm any has once 
m ore become engaged in  a  w ar, whose outcom e is 
in  the h ighest degree unpredictab le , w h ich  en ta ils  a 
g re a t r is k  o f de feat o r in te rn a l collapse. H it le r  has 
destroyed the prestige  th a t fascism  had am ong the 
ow n in g  classes o f a ll countries  as the vanguard  in  
the f ig h t  aga inst “ bolshevism ”

Partnership Offers Too Little
T lie  ru le  o f the S ta lin is t bureaucracy is ce rta in ly  

no t m ore secure than  th a t o f the  H it le r  clique. B o th  
face the danger o f in te rn a l convulsions, and both 
face the p ro b a b ility  th a t the y  w i l l  n o t be able to  
su rv ive  these convulsions.

F o r Thyssen, then, there  is eve ry  reason to  seek 
a new and b e tte r secu rity . I t  w ou ld  be fa lse  to  as­
sume th a t Thyssen em igra ted  m ere ly  because o f 
personal desire and as an in d iv idu a l. He is n o t so 
m uch an e m ig ra n t as an em issary, a  representa tive  
o f a whole s tra tu m  o f the G erm an bourgeoisie, to  
w o rk  fo r  the s e cu rity  o f G erm an cap ita lism .

There can be no doub t th a t Thyssen, and those 
whose agen t he is, are seeking an unders tand ing  w ith  
E ng land and France. A n d  in  th is  th e y  are no t seek­
in g  w h a t is no t to  be found. I t  is  w e ll know n th a t 
E ng land and F rance are n o t conducting  the  w a r in  
o rder to  replace H it le r  w ith  a soc ia lis t Germ any. 
More, i f  they were ce rta in  th a t a fte r  H it le r  could 
come on ly  a socia l revo lu tion , the y  w ou ld  m ake 
peace today. They hesita ted long enough before r is k ­
in g  the w a r and were m uch m ore concerned w ith  
a lle v ia tin g  H itle r 's  problem s as m uch as possible. 
Some o f these nego tia tions have a lready been made 
public, and m ore s t i l l  are to  be found in  the secret 
files o f d ip lom acy.

Hitler's Aid for Britain's
A ll  a ttem p ts  o f the Germ an bourgeoisie to come 

to  an unders tand ing  w ith  E ng land  and F rance over 
the head o f H it le r  m ust depend on the k in d  o f s tate 
th a t w i l l  fo llo w  H itle r . I t  is  n o te w o rth y  th a t  the 
on ly  p o in t o f her w a r a im s on w h ich  E ng land has 
openly insisted is th a t H it le r  m us t go. E v id e n tly  the 
m a tte r  is handled thus in  o rder no t to  exclude an 
understand ing w ith  the G erm an bourgeoisie and m il­
i ta r y  clique.

H it le r  the re fo re  is no longer a ve ry  s tab le  p a rtn e r 
o f S ta lin ; i t  is qu ite  possible th a t  he w i l l  no t surv ive  
the w a r. In  th a t event a ll th a t  w i l l  rem a in  o f the 
pact w ith  S ta lin  is a p e tty  b a rga in ing  p o in t in  the 
hands o f the Germ an bourgeoisie in  reaching an 
agreem ent w ith  Eng land. They w i l l  peddle S ta lin ’s 
friendsh ip  aga inst im proved business re la tions  w ith  
E ng land  and France. A n d  a p pa ren tly  Thyssen has 
fu l l  power to  speak fo r  the group he represents con­
cern ing these business re la tions  and a tu rn  in  Ger­
m an p o litic s : a new p o s t-H itle r  c a p ita lis t G erm any 
w il l  even tua lly  also requ ire  its  Lebensraum . T h is  is 
a lready understood by  E ng land  and F rance ; the 
Lebensraum  m ust on ly  be in  the east. G erm any m ust 
assist E ng land  and France in  opening up the east 
and m a k in g  i t  accessible to  the "c iv iliz e d  w o rld ” .

The in te rests o f G erm an cap ita lism  are  n o t a l­
w ays and a t every p o in t iden tica l w ith  the in te rests 
o f the  fasc is t bureaucracy. There is a d iffe re n tia tio n  
when the  acts o f the d ic ta to rsh ip , be ing no longer 
able to guarantee it ,  endanger the existence o f the 
c a p ita lis t com m ercia l set-up. In  the face o f such a 
danger cap ita lism  im m e d ia te ly  seeks another support 
to  p reven t a social revo lu tion . T h is  po in t is  now 
d ra w in g  near. Thyssen’s em ig ra tio n  is a search fo r  
th a t o th e r support.

The "e m ig ra n t”  Thyssen— he is ra th e r  the ambas­
sador o f a G erm any th a t p u t its e lf  under the p ro ­
tec tion  o f fasc is t bands and is now  fo r  th e ir  liq u id a ­
tio n ; he is the sym bol o f b ru ta l e xp lo ita tio n  and op­
pression (no less “ dem ocra tic ”  tha n  fa sc is t) . Th is 
personage speaks o f a new G erm any— a G erm any in  
w h ich  the p lunder o f the  masses w i l l  be pe rm anently  
established. Decisive fo r  h im  is th a t he can no longer 
believe in  the te r ro r  o f the H it le r  bands as a gu a r­
antee fo r  the exp lo ita tio n  o f the G erm an people. A nd  
th a t is w h y  he is endeavoring to  secure E ng lish  and 
F rench guarantees.

H it le r  has exp rop ria ted  the p ro p e rty  o f Thyssen. 
W ho w ould w a n t to  f ig h t  fo r  the o ve rth row  o f H it le r  
on ly  in  o rder to  g ive  Thyssen back his fo rm e r power ? 
On. the con tra ry , th is  e x p ro p ria tio n  m ust be carried  
th ro u g h  and m a in ta ined  in  the com ing G erm any.

The dependence o f Thyssen and h is class upon 
F rench  bayonets w i l l  be proved as fa lse as th e ir  hope 
in  H it le r ;  the y  w i l l  see th e ir  D ra n g  nach O sten n o t 
com pleted b u t sw ept aw ay  w ith o u t a  trace. The fu ­
tu re  o f G erm any and o f Europe demand it .


