
We propose that the regular 1940 session o f the Congress of the United States shall enact emergency 
legislation to put into immediate effect the following:

1. Appropriation of $10,000,000,000 to provide, at once, jobs on housing and other public works projects 
for unemployed workers.

2. Amendment of the Wages and Hours Act to provide throughout private industry and public works a 
maximum work week of 30 hours and a minimum weekly pay o f 30 dollars.

3. 30 dollar weekly old age and disability pensions.
4. Appropriation of $3,000,000,000 to guarantee either maintenance at school or jobs for all youth.

Socialist Appeal
Official Weekly Organ of the Socialist Workers Party, Section of the Fourth International

Vol. IV , No. 12 N E W  YO RK, N. Y „  M AR C H  23, 1940 F IV E  (5 ) CENTS

STOP FIRING OF 800,000 WPA WORKERS!
STALIN  IN  FINLAND

WHY HE INVADED IT AND WHY HE MADE PEACE
By A L B E R T  G O LD M A N  ----------------------------------

W ar D eal to D rop  One M an  
In  Three F rom  W ork Rolls

O ur p a rty , in  the reso lu tion dealing w ith  the invasion o f F in ­
land by the Red A rm y , (S oc ia lis t Appeal, Dec. 9) characterized 
th a t invasion as an inc ident in  the Second W orld  W ar. T h a t is 
w h a t i t  turned out to be— an inc ident w h ich ended by the achieve­
m ent o f peace before i t  became the beg inn ing o f a m a jo r con flic t 
between the Soviet Union and A llied  im peria lism .

T ha t the invasion did  not develop in to  an open con flic t be­
tween E ng lish  and F rench im peria lism  and the Soviet U n ion is 
p r im a r ily  due to  the fa c t th a t S ta lin 's  ch ie f aim  is to  keep fro m  
being involved in a m a jo r war.

T h a t is w h a t exp la ins the H it le r-S ta lin  pact. The o n ly  enemy 
S ta lin  feared was H it le r  who, of a ll the im peria lis ts , had the best 
chance to a tta ck  the Soviet Union. A pact w ith  H it le r  would. 
S ta lin  though t, do aw ay W ith  the po ss ib ility  o f an im m edia te 
w ar. He was undoubtedly o f the op in ion th a t E ng land and France 
w ou ld  not go to  w a r over the invasion o f Poland and, i f  the y  did, 
he could avoid being involved in such a w ar.

Hitler Repays Stalin
A s his com pensation fo r  re liev ing  H it le r  o f the danger o f 

fac in g  enemy arm ies on G erm any's eastern borders, S ta lin  re ­
ceived from  H it le r  guaranties, in  the fo rm  o f te r r ito r ia l conces­
sions in Poland and the B a ltic  countries w h ich  m ake, the Soviet 
fro n tie rs  more easily defended.

W liy  does S ta lin  w a n t to  avoid a m a jo r w a r?  Because w a r 
threatens the ru le  o f the S ta lin is t bureaucracy e ithe r th rou gh  
revo lu tion  o r th rou gh  a successful a tta c k  o f one o r more im ­
p e ria lis t countries.

B u t i f  he w an ts  to  avoid a m a jo r w a r, w hy  did  he invade 
F in lan d  ? Because his demands on La tv ia , E sthon ia  and L ith u a n ia  
hav ing  been granted, he could not a ffo rd  to  p e rm it F in land  to 
de fy  h im . H is  prestige was a t stake and, besides, he was anxious 
to  take advantage o f the general s itu a tio n  to  increase his de­
fensive s treng th . He undoubtedly tho ugh t th a t he could settle  
m a tte rs  w ith  F in land  ve ry  qu ick ly .

A g a in s t whom  is he t ry in g  to defend h im se lf?  P r im a r ily  
aga inst H it le r ,  fo r  i t  m ust no t be presumed th a t S ta lin  is so 
stup id  as no t to see th a t i f  H it le r  is  successful aga inst the A llies, 
the N az i w a r machine w i l l  tu rn  to  the East.

Stalin Drops Hk Puppet
The crea tion  o f the Kuusinen puppet governm ent is evidence 

o f the fa c t th a t S ta lin  a t f ir s t  th o u g h t o f ta k in g  a ll o f F in land. 
A  few  days a f te r  the invasion, in  the  ea rly  days o f December, the 
F inn ish  governm ent made a plea th rough  Sweden to  the K re m lin  
to renew negotia tions. The K re m lin  on Dec. 5 h a u g h tily  in fo rm ed 
Sweden th a t there was no F inn ish  governm ent o the r than the 
Peoples G overnm ent o f Kuusinen w ith  w h ich  the Soviet govern­
m ent had already "m ade”  a tre a ty .

However, when S ta lin  found th a t his arm y, led by a general 
s ta ff w h ich  he had decapitated and dem oralized, could not repeat 
the exp lo its  o f H it le r 's  a rm y  in Poland and th a t, as a resu lt, there 
was a real chance o f h is being invo lved in  w a r  w ith  the A llies, he 
beat a re tre a t fro m  his o rig in a l purpose. A f te r  the Red A rm y  
cracked the M annerheim  line  he was w ill in g  to  call a ha lt, settle  
w ith  the same F inn ish  governm ent w h ich  he refused to  recognize 
in  December, and thus avoid an a tta c k  by  the A llie d  arm ies.

*  *  *

Was i t  m ere ly  the F inn ish  ca p ita lis t a rm y  th a t was defeated ? 
In  com ing o u t fo r  the defense o f the Soviet U n ion and fo r  the 
v ic to ry  o f the Red A rm y  as a lesser ev il to  the v ic to ry  o f the 
F inn ish  c a p ita lis t a rm y, we took  the pos ition  th a t essentia lly  the 
Soviet U n ion  was a t w a r w ith  the im p e ria lis t forces s tand ing be­
h ind  F in land. I t  was c lear to  us th a t F in land  could not have de­
cided to res is t S ta lin ’s demands w ith o u t the encouragem ent o f 
Cham berla in, D a lad ie r and Roosevelt. I t  was clear to us th a t 
F in land  could no t have held o u t so long w ith o u t rece iv ing  sub­
s ta n tia l aid fro m  the outside. O n ly when F in land  was ready to 
cap itu la te  did C ham berla in  and D a lad ie r reveal how much a rm a­
m ent m a te ria l they had a c tu a lly  sent and how m uch more m a­
te r ia l and how m any men they were ready to send i f  F in land  
would o n ly  keep fig h tin g . O ur assertion th a t F in land  was f ig h t­
ing  the ba ttle  fo r  im peria lism  was com ple te ly confirm ed.

Why Finns Made Peace
The crack ing  o f the M annerheim  line  would by its e lf  be a suffi­

c ien t reason fo r  the F inn ish  governm ent to  accept peace terms. 
T rue, the A llie s  offered to  send 100,000 men and a ll the m a te ria l 
necessary to  w ith s ta n d  the a tta c k  o f the Red A rm y . B u t in  view  
o f the tim e  th a t i t  would requ ire  to  ge t these men over to F in lan d  
and especially in  v iew  o f the re fusa l o f Sweden and N o rw ay  to 
p e rm it tra n s it fa c ilit ie s , the F inn ish  governm ent saw no possi­
b i l i t y  o f accepting th a t offer.

A nd then i t  was certa in , as P rim e  M in is te r R y t i in fo rm ed the 
F inn ish  D ie t, th a t to accept the o ffe r o f the A llie s  w ou ld  mean to 
in v ite  G erm any to  send its  arm ed forces in to  F in land. And they 
could get there  fa s te r than  the A llie d  forces. T h a t m eant th a t 
F in lan d  would become one o f the m a jo r ba ttle fie lds  o f the w ar. 
The F in n ish  bourgeoisie p re fe rred  a t th is  ju n c tu re  to get peace 
by surrendering  to S ta lin  the s tra teg ica l fro n tie rs  th a t he had 
demanded. They had refused to  g ra n t his demands when o r ig in a l­
ly  made, on ly  on the m istaken assum ption— undoubtedly based on 
promises made to  them  by the  A llie s — th a t the A llie s  were go ing 
to  declare w a r aga inst Soviet Russia as soon as the invasion 
began.

W hy  did no t F rance and E ngland openly declare w a r on the 
Soviet U n ion  a t the ve ry  beg inn ing and im m e d ia te ly  send a huge 
a rm y  to  aid F in land?  I t  m ust be recognized th a t there were seri­
ous p ra c tica l d ifficu ltie s  in the way, ch ie f o f w h ich  was the a t t i ­
tude o f the Swedish and N orw eg ian  governm ents, u n w illin g  to 
see th e ir  countries become a ba ttle -ground.

N o r m ust i t  be fo rg o tte n  tha t, w h ile  the con tra d ic tion  between 
im p eria lism  and the Soviet U n ion  is rea l and fundam enta l, there 
are also in te r- im p e ria lis t r iv a lr ie s  and, a t th is  p a rtic u la r m o­
m ent, those r iva lr ie s  are in the fo re fro n t. B r it is h  and' F rench im ­
pe ria lism  are o f the op in ion th a t i f  they can take care o f German 
im p eria lism  the y  w il l  have no d iff ic u lty  in  s e ttlin g  scores w ith  
the Soviet U nion.

O f course, i f  they conclude th a t, in  o rder to  ge t a t German 
im peria lism  the y  m ust a tta c k  the Soviet U n ion, the y  w i l l  no t 
hesitate to  do so and t r y  to  k i l l  tw o  b irds w ith  one stone. To de­
fend his governm ent aga inst the charge o f cowardice in  not 

(C on tinued  on P age 3)

M ore than e igh t hundred thousand W P A  w o rk ­
ers— m ore than one man in every three of the 
2,321,000 now on W P A  ro lls— are to  be fired d u r­
ing  the  com ing weeks, the W P A  A d m in is tra tio n  
has announced. Tw o hundred thousand are to  be 
fired d u rin g  A p r il,  the rest in  batches so th a t, by 
the end o f the fiscal year, June 30, there  sha ll be 
no more than 1,500,000 on the rolls.

W hy? A rc  there, perhaps, jobs w a it in g  fo r  
these 321,000 heads of fam ilies  who are to be 
given p ink s lips? N o t even the po llyanna govern­
m ent economists pretend that- anym ore. F o r ev­
erybody now knows th a t unem ploym ent is in ­
creasing, not decreasing.

A t the end o f Janua ry  there  were tw e lve  m il­
lion  unemployed, according to  the  unchallenged 
figures o f the C IO ’s research div is ion. A nd to 
these there  m ust s t i l l  be added those who lost 
th e ir  jobs d u rin g  F ebrua ry  and M arch, when p ro ­
duction  continued its  prec ip itous decline.

The New Deal has trans fo rm ed  its e lf com plete­
ly  in to  the W ar Deal. Federa l funds have one 
m ain purpose in the hands o f Roosevelt: w a r 
preparations. The index fo r w a r expenditures has 
been going up lik e  a skyrocke t. The index fo r  
W P A  expenditures has been going down nearly  
as fast.

Last year the app rop ria tion  fo r  W P A  was $2,- 
225,000,000. F o r th is  year— the fiscal yea r ending 
June 30— the ap p ro p ria tion  was $1,477,000,000, a 
c u t from  the previous yea r o f th ree -quarte rs  o f a 
b illion  do llars. F o r the  com ing fiscal year, begin­
n ing J u ly  1, Roosevelt’s budget proposes an ap­
p ro p ria tio n  o f $1,000,000,000— another h a lf-b il­
lion  cut.

Ju s t th in k !  In  the  .fiscal year J u ly  1, 1938-June 
30, 1939 there  were few er unemployed than  there  
a re  now, ye t d u rin g  th a t period the  unemployed 
received, In W P A  jobs, O N E  A N D  O N E -Q U A R ­
T E R  B IL L IO N  D O LLA R S  M O RE T H A N  T H E Y  
A R E  D U E  TO R E C E IV E  T H IS  C O M IN G  Y E A R !

They go t then T W O  A N D  A  Q U A R T E R  
T IM E S  AS M U C H  AS T H E Y  A R E  G O ING  TO 
G ET D U R IN G  T H E  C O M IN G  Y E A R !

Roosevelt and his W ar Deal can be stopped! 
Congress is and w il l  rem ain in session long 
enough fo r  the trade unions and fhe unemployed 
to organize suffic ient pressure to  th ro w  Roose­
v e lt ’s W P A  budget in fo  the wastebasket and re ­
place if w ith  a budget which w ill begin to meet 
the emergency.

A m erica ’s S ix ty  F am ilies  can be made fo d is­
gorge enough so tha t no man, woman or ch ild  
shall lack food, she lter o r c lo th ing . I t  can be 
done!

I t  is on the w ay to  being done in several c ities  
where the trade  unions and the unemployed have 
stayed together, organized close together, adopt­
ed a m ilita n t p rog ram  and elected a m ilita n t 
leadership, and m obilized the w o rke rs ’ s treng th  
fo r action.

F lin t,  M ich igan, in  the he a rt o f the  auto indus­
try ,  is a sh in ing  exam ple. The W P A  A d m in is tra ­
tio n  hasn’t go t aw ay w ith  f ir in g  any m em ber of 
the  Unem ployed and W P A  A u x ilia ry  o f the 
U n ited  A u to  W orkers, C IO ; those th a t got fired 
w en t back on the job  a fte r  the union heard about 
it .  The F lin t  c ity  au th o ritie s  have had to  th in k  
up new W P A  pro jects  to  sponsor, and there are 
m ore w o rkers  on W P A  in  F lin t  today p ro p o rtio n ­
a lly  than anywhere In the cou n try . T h a t’s w hat 
union m ilita n c y  is g e ttin g  fo r  the F l in t  w orkers.

B u t F lin t  and one o r tw o  o ther c itie s  lik e  i t  
stand alone in the  whole coun try . I f  th a t example 
"e re  fo llow ed in  the  m a jo r c itie s  everywhere, 
Roosevelt and Congress would find th e ir  budgets 
b low ing  up in  th e ir  faces. The budget fo r  jobs 
would have to  re flec t the  size o f th a t f ig h tin g  
labo r m ovem ent th a t was dem anding a  jo b  and a 
decent l iv in g  fo r  every w o rke r in  the country .

F lin t  has blazed the  tra il .  L e t’s fo llo w  i t  in  
every w o rk in g  class neighborhood in  the co u n try !

Organized Unemployed 
Force Gains In  F lin t

UAW-CIO Auxiliary Compels 
Granting of Union Demands

F L IN T , M ich., M arch  15— The fa s t g ro w in g  and m il ita n t  W P A  
and Unem ployed A u x ilia ry  o f the U A W -C IO  chalked up another 
v ic to ry  today, when a fte r  an a ll-day  dem onstra tion  a t the  W elfare  
headquarters, the  la b o r-h a tin g  re lie f a d m in is tra tio n  was forced 
to  recognize the  union representatives and concede several o f th e ir  
demands.

(C on tinued  on P age 4)

Behind the Lines
By G EO RG E S TE R N

SWP Polls 624 Votes 
In St. Paul Election

ST. P A U L , M arch 15— John 
McDonough, D em ocratic m ay­
o ra lty  candidate backed by the 
Labor P rogressive Association, 
received 31,499 votes in the 
prim aries  Tuesday, 6,000 more 
than  the reac tionary  incum ­
bent, M ayo r Fallon .

H enry  R u tz ick , m a yo ra lty  
candidate o f the S ocia lis t 
W o fke rs  P a rty , received 624 

1 votes. In  the p r im a ry  tw o 
years ago fo r  the same office, 
the S.W.P. candidate, Jules 
Geller, received 559 votes.

R u tz ick  cam paigned on a 
p la tfo rm  ca llin g  fo r  revo lu­
tio n a ry  s trugg le  aga inst w ar 
and unem ploym ent.

In  a cam paign fo r  w h ich 
they b ro ug h t here Clarence 
H athaw ay, ed ito r o f the  D a ily  
W o rke r and spent p len ty  o f 
money, the S ta lin is ts  polled 1,- 
026 votes fo r  th e ir  candidate, 
Rose T illo tson , a sharp decline 
in votes below 1938.

BOSE WARNS OF 
COMING CIVIL 
WAR IN INDIA

Left Wingers Meet, 
Map Struggle at 
Congress Session

A s trugg le  aga inst im peria lism  
w h ich  w ou ld  in e v ita b ly  develop 
in to  c iv il w a r in In d ia  was o u t­
lined Tuesday by Subhas Chan­
dra  Bose in a speech to  an “ an­
ti-com prom ise”  conference of 
le ft-w in g  delegates to the Ind ian  
N a tion a l Congress on the open­
ing  day o f the congress.

Bose denounced Gandhi and the 
r ig h t-w in g  leadership o f the con­
gress in  term s w h ich  ind ica te  a 
s p lit in  the congress d u rin g  the 
present session. Bose declared: 

“ The problem  o f the hour is: 
w i l l  In d ia  rem a in  under the 
thum b o f the  r ig h t  w ing  or 
sw ing  to  the le f t  once and fo r  
a ll?  In  the event of a com pro­
mise w ith  im peria lism  being e f­
fected in th is  coun try , the In ­
dian le ft-w in g  w il l  have to  f ig h t 
no t on ly im p eria lism  bu t its  
new-fangled Ind ian  a llies as 
w e ll. Th is m ust necessarily 
mean th a t the  na tiona l s tru g ­
gle  aga inst im p e ria lism  w il l  be 
converted in to  c iv il w a r be­
tween Ind ians themselves.”

Bose b it te r ly  a ttacked  “ M r. 
Gandhi's hu rried  v is it  to the v ice­
roy and his o ffe r o f unconditiona l 
help to B r ita in  im m e d ia te ly  a f t ­
er the ou tb reak o f w a r."

The “ anti-com prom ise con­
ference”  announced as its  aim  
“ the  focussing of a ll a n ti- im ­
p e ria lis t forces in the  cou n try  
w h ich  are now determ ined to 
resist com prom ise w ith  B r i t ­
a in .”

A  few  weeks ago the mass dis­
con tent w ith  G andhi’s po licy  o f 
fu t ile  nego tia tions w ith  the B r i­
t ish  v ice roy forced the M ahatm a 
to prom ise the launch ing  o f a c iv il 
disobedience cam paign. He is now 
do ing e ve ry th in g  in  his power to 
preven t the actua l cam paign. 
"C iv il disobedience w i l l  be s ta rted  
when I  am sure th a t so fa r  as 
is hum an ly possible non-violence 
w ill be s t r ic t ly  observed", de­
clared Gandhi. Since every ac­
tio n  en ta ils  the po ss ib ility  o f vio 
len t reaction, th is  tim e  can be 
conven ien tly  postponed forever. 
Th is is G andhi’s c lea rcu t object.

L e ft W in g  Forces
Lead ing the nu m erica lly  s trong  

le ft-w in g  forces a t the Congress 
is Subhas Charda Bose, the fo r ­
m er M ayo r o f C a lcu tta  and ex- 
P resident o f the A ll- In d ia  Trade 
U n io n  Congress. Gandhi and Bose 

(Continued on Page 3)

The A llie s  are g e ttin g  another 
dose o f H it le r ite  d ip lom atic  b litz ­
krieg .

The S ov ie t-F inn ish  peace p re­
vented the A llie s  fro m  estab lish­
in g  a no rthe rn  f ro n t in Scandi­
navia. H it le r  is now m oving to 
m ake southeastern Europe an 
equally closed preserve. I f  he 
succeeds, he w ill have assured h is : 
no rthern  and southern flanks and 
his rear, and w ill na rrow  the th e ­
a te r o f ac tua l m il ita ry  con flic t 
to the west. F rom  th a t s tra teg ic  
position he w ill t r y  to d ic ta te  
te rm s o f a negotia ted peace.

Such a negotiated peace, as 
the A llie s  fu l ly  understand, 
would be equiva lent to  H itle r 's  
v ic to ry  in the w ar. Because 
they  rea lize th is  and because 
fo r  the m om ent they seem fru s ­
tra ted  in  a ll e ffo rts  to  tu rn  
some hapless ne u tra l in to  a 
ba ttle fie ld  on w h ich  they can 
ge t a t G erm any, the re  is a d is­
t in c t  atm osphere o f ha lf-h ys ­
te r ica l confusion in  the A llie d  
capita ls.

In  the week since the  s ign ing  
o f the S ov ie t-F inn ish  peace, 
Nazi d ip lom acy has moved to 
k n i t  R um an ia  and I ta ly  in to  its  
desired pa tte rn . O ver R um an ia 
he holds the  threat, o f S ta lin  
and a lthough  C aro l is  s t i l l  t r y ­
in g  to  balance h im se lf on the 
na rrow  pa th  he has had to 
tread since the w a r began, i t  
is  evident th a t the N azi pres­
sure is producing resu lts. L ib ­
e ra tion  o f the  im prisoned Iro n  
Guards is evidence o f th is.

A round  the B renner Pass m eet­
in g  between H it le r  and M usso lin i

on M arch  18 ru m o r has spun an 
opaque web bu t i t  seems clear 
enough th a t M usso lin i is  to p lay 
the role o f M edite rranean men­
ace on the one hand and advo­
cate on the o the r o f the la test 
H it le r ite  “ peace" plan.

Perhaps m ost in te re s tin g  of 
the  m any reports  c u rre n t of 
H it le r ’s fo rthco m ing  o ffe r to 
the A llies, is the rep o rt th a t 
the Nazi d ic ta to r is once m ore 
o ffe ring  the a llies the chance of 
a fou r-pow er bloc, based upon 
recogn ition  o f German suprem ­
acy in  C entra l Europe and the 
iso la tion  o f the U.S.S.R. I f  th is  
is no t agreed to, he holds out 
the th re a t o f “ to ta l w a r”  and a 
German - I ta lia n  - Soviet, w a r 
bloc.

T hrough th is  maze has w a lked 
Sum ner Welles, em issary o f P res­
iden t Roosevelt, who has been 
closer to  the developments o f the 
past ten days than  any o ther im ­
p o rta n t neu tra l d ip lo m a t in  E u ­
rope.

On his second t r ip  to  P aris—  
en rou te  from  London to  Rome 
— he delivered another message 
to  P rem ier D a lad ie r w h ich  
can’t  th is  tim e  be passed o ff as 
a  mere g ree ting— and was in 
Rome when the  H itle r-M usso - 
l in i m eeting was arranged. He 
saw M usso lin i upon h is re tu rn  
fro m  Brenner Pass and sails 
back w ith  the re p o rt o f nego­
tia tio n s  w h ich  w i l l  undoubtedly 
have the m ost fa te fu l resu lts  
fo r  the  A m erican  people b u t of 
w h ich the y  have been k e p t In 
da rkes t ignorance.

FIVE WPA STRIKE 
DEFENDANTS PUT 
ON PROBATION

Last Five Cases Are 
Disposed of; Other 
Charges Dropped

M IN N E A P O L IS , M arch  1 9 -  
Last of the W P A  s tr ik e  defend­
ants were sentenced S a tu rday 
m orn ing  in  Judge Joyce’s c o u rt­
room  when the judge disposed of 
the cases o f the five men who 
pleaded nolo contendere. Roy O r­
gan, Louis L indsay, V ic to r  Chio- 
do and Glen S m ith  were given 
tw elve m onths' probation, and 
Owen Jacobson received fifteen  
m onths' probation.

These five men were those Who 
agreed to plead nolo contendere 
to the governm ent’s ind ic tm ents  
when charges aga inst the o ther 
130 s tr ik e  defendants were 
dropped th rough  arrangem ents 
made la te  in January  between the 
C entra l Labor U n ion ’s W P A  De­
fense Com m ittee and O. John 
Rogge, of the c r im in a l d iv is ion 
o f the D epartm ent o f Justice.

L ike  m ost o f the o ther W P A  
s tr ik e rs  sentenced, the five men 
are members o f Local 544's Fed­
era l W orkers  Section.

Judge Joyce to ld  O rgan he ev i­
denced the “ exuberance of 
y o u th " du rin g  the s tr ik e  and th a t 
he seems to  th in k  the departm ent 
of w e lfa re  owes him  special care. 
He said th a t O rgan had w r it te n  
a th rea ten ing  le tte r  to  the re lie f 
au tho rities , and warned h im  not 
to do i t  again w h ile  he is on p ro­
bation.

O f Owen Jacobson, the judge 
said, “ You and w o rk  d o n 't get 
a long w e ll toge ther.”  He c r i t i ­
cized Jacobson fo r  saying “ we 
are the governm ent”  to  o ther 
W P A  w o rke rs  d u rin g  the s tr ike .

Chiodo was c ritic ized  fo r  m a k ­
ing  the same rem ark, .and fo r  his 
“ dem anding a tt itu d e ”  tow ards 
the re lie f departm ent.

W ith  these cases, the courts  
are th rou gh  w ith  the W P A  tr ia ls  
— bu t organized labo r isn ’t. M in ­
neapolis la bo r is ca llin g  upon a ll 
unions in  the cou n try  to  demand 
o f Roosevelt uncond itiona l pa r­
dons fo r  the 32 convicted.

Abuse of Labors' 
Rights In Sioux 
City to be Probed

Padway Announces Intervention 
Of Lafollette Committee;
Four Unionists Are Indicted

O M A H A , Nebr., M arch  19— In ve s tig a to rs  o f the L a F o lle tte  C iv il 
L ibe rties  C om m ittee  w il l  be assigned to  in ves tig a te  v io la tions  o f 
the r ig h ts  o f S ioux C ity  trade  union members.

T h is was revealed here th is  m o rn ing  by Joseph A. Padway, 
general counsel o f the A F L  and o f the In te rn a tio n a l B rotherhood 
o f Team sters, in  a s ta tem ent to  the press.

Padway said he was sure th a t the com m ittee ’s in ves tig a to rs  
w ou ld  p a r tic u la r ly  look in to  charges th a t the Businessmen’s Asso­
c ia tion  o f S ioux C ity  had acted in v io la tio n  o f federa l s ta tu tes  in 
its  a tte m p t to  break up the o rg an iz in g  d rive  o f the  team sters and 
o the r A F L  unions.

He said the in ves tig a to rs  also would look in to  the charges th a t

CIO TOPS MEET 
LAGUARDIA, BUT 
FIGHT IS ON

Transport Workers 
Must Organize For 
Militant Strike

M ayo r LaG uard ia  f in a lly  on 
M onday gave in to  un ion pres­
sure fo r  a conference to  discuss 
the w o rk in g  conditions and con­
tra c ts  o f the 27,000 employees 
w o rk in g  on the IR T  and B M T  
tra n s it lines. He conferred fo r  an 
hour w ith  a CIO  delegation head­
ed by John L. Lew is, Sidney H i l l ­
man and M ichae l Q u ill, In te rn a ­
tiona l' P resident o f the T ransp o rt 
W orke rs  Union.

The union de legation d is tr ib ­
uted to the T W U  m em bership a 
m im eographed c irc u la r a fte r  the 
negotiations, exp la in ing  th a t the 
fo llo w in g  demands were made to 
the m ayor:

1. That, the  un ion con tracts  
w ith  the IR T  and B M T  lines, 
w h ich do not exp ire  u n t il June 
30, 1941 m ust be honored by 
the c ity , upon ta k in g  over the 
lines.

2. That de fin ite  provisions 
m ust be made to  provide jobs 
w ith  equal pay to  the  4,800 men 
who are now em ployed on the 
Second and N in th  Avenue and 
B roo k lyn  elevated lines, w h ich  
are to be demolished.

W hile  a ll o f the c a p ita lis t pa­
pers hailed th is  conference as 
paving the w ay fo r  a “ peaceful 
se ttlem en t”  o f the whole con tro ­
versy, the ve ry  opposite is closer 
to the tru th . F o r months, La  
Guardia, “ fr ie n d  o f la b o r" refused 
even to  con fer w ith  the un ion del­
egation. He f in a lly  g ran ted  the 
conference on ly  a fte r  the most 
w idespread c r it ic is m  o f his o b v i­
ous union busting  tac tics  and an­
t i- la b o r stand.

B u t w ha t are the resu lts  o f 
th is  conference? So fa r, no th ­
ing. W hat concessions did H iz - 
zoner o ffe r the un ion dele­
gates? So fa r, none. N o t on ly 
is • i t  prem at ure to  b la the r 
abou t “ peace” . As a m a tte r o f 
fact, every s ing le  union m em ­
ber m ust prepare fo r  “ w a r” .

E ve ry  s ingle action  o f the M a y ­
o r and his a d m in is tra tio n  po in t 
to  the fa c t th a t he is determ ined 
to  go th rou gh  w ith  his conspiracy 
to destroy union o rg an iza tio n  on 
New Y o rk ’s tra n sp o rta tio n  sys­
tem.

A s a m a tte r o f fa c t, i t  is more 
than lik e ly  th a t th is  un ion-bust­
in g  scheme constitu ted  a p a r t of 
the  in fam ous “ u n ific a tio n " deal 
w ith  the W a ll S tree t bankers.

On M arch  15, in  sp ite  o f a s t if f  
union pro test, the Board o f E s t i­
m ate steam ro lle red th ro u g h  a r ­
rangem ents fo r  dem o lition  o f the 
Second, N in th  and B ro o k lyn  e l­
evated lines. The rem oval o f these 
lines w il l  enable the c ity  to  raise 
some eleven m illio n  do lla rs  in  ex­
t ra  assessments on the ad jo in ing  
properties to  the W a ll S tree t 

(C ontinued on Page 2)

T» la rge  p a rt o f the police de pa rt­
ment. is under the con tro l o f the 
Businessmen’s Association.

Cond itions th a t  e x is t in  o ther 
Iow a  c itie s  also were discussed 
a t an a ll-day M onday conference 
o f Des Moines, S ioux C ity  and 
Omaha union o ffic ia ls  and a t to r ­
neys, Padway revealed, and he 
said i t  was probable the  L a F o l- 
le tte  in ves tiga to rs  w ou ld  look in ­
to the s itu a tio n  in  those cities.

P a rt ic u la r c itie s  discussed a t 
the conference were F o r t  Dodge, 
M ason C ity , W aterloo  and D u­
buque, he said.

Tob in  Called Conference 
The conference was called by 

Team sters In te rn a tio n a l P res i­
dent D anie l J. Tob in  to  discuss 
various arrests, prosecutions and 
convic tions o f un ion members 
th a t have occurred in  S ioux C ity  
and th is  te r r ito ry  d u rin g  the las t 
tw o  years. Padway attended the 
conference a t Tobin 's d irec tion .

“ Nowhere outside o f the to ­
ta lita r ia n  countries  o f Europe 
can conditions be found m ore 
oppressive than  those I  have 
learned today e x is t in  Sioux 
C ity ,”  Padway declared. “ The 
In te rn a tio n a l B ro therhood of 
Team sters w ill th ro w  its  fu l l  
suppo rt In to  the  defense o f the 
S ioux C ity  w o rke rs  whose 
r ig h ts  have been so consis tent­
ly  denied.”

P adw ay declared th a t the re ­
cent a rre s t and in d ic tm e n t o f 
fo u r tru c k  d rive rs  on k idnapp ing  
charges ou traged every sense o f 
jus tice . “ I t  seems th a t un ion 
members here have been a rre s t­
ed w ith  re g u la r ity  th a t w ou ld  do 
jus tice  to a Swiss w a tchm aker, 
and w ith  the same re g u la r ity  
have been held under excessive 
bail, have faced excessive 
charges, and been given exces­
sive sentences.”

Federa l F ram eups Too 
I f  the L a F o lle tte  com m ittee  in ­

vestiga to rs  d ig  deep enough, 
they w ill find th a t colleagues o f 
the irs  in the federa l governm ent 
have been jo in in g  hands w ith  Io ­
wa, Nebraska, and South D ako ta  
sta te  and local a u th o ritie s  in  the 
a ttem p t to  stem  the o rgan iz ing  
d rive  o f the team sters. The Fed­
era l Bureau of In ve s tig a tio n  was 
responsible fo r  one o f the m ost 
outrageous o f the series o f fram e- 
ups pe rpe tra ted — a cos tly  18- 
m onths ' " in v e s tig a tio n " cu lm in ­
a tin g  in  Septem ber in  the arrest, 
conv ic tion  and sentence to  tw o  
years each in  a federa l pen iten­
t ia r y  o f seven union officers o f 
S ioux C ity , Des M oines and O m a­
ha team ste rs ’ locals on a charge 
of dam ag ing a tru c k  in  a bakery  
s tr ike .

Now  the Federal T rade Com­
m ission has filed  a com p la in t 
against S ioux C ity  and Des 
Moines bakery  d r ive rs  and o ther 
team sters locals.

IB T  W ill F ig h t 
Padway said th a t h is office had 

been ins truc ted  by the Execu­
tive  Council o f the In te rn a tio n a l 
B rotherhood o f Team sters to  use 
a ll its  resources in  con testing  the 
Trade Com m ission’s move.

“ We take the pos ition ,”  Pad­
w ay declared, “ th a t federa l an­
t i- t r u s t  le g is la tio n  does no t ap­
p ly  to labo r unions. A s a m a tte r  
o f fa c t i t  conceivably could be 
charged th a t any co n tra c t be­
tween an em ployer and a  un ion 
o f his employees to  some ex ten t 

(C ontinued on Page 2)
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W rite  to us— tell i is  if 'hat's go ing on in you r  part of the 
labor movement— what arc the workers th ink ing  ab o u tt  tell 
us what the bosses arc up to— and the G-men and the local cops 
and the Stalin ists— send ns that story the capital ist press didn t 
pr in t  and that story they buried or distorted— our pages are open 
to you. Letters must carry name and address, but indicate i f  you 
do not want your name printed.

Steel W orker Reports Problems
O f U n itin g  B lack  and  W hite

W e publish below a rem ark­
able letter from a steel worker, 
describing the experiences of 
his section of the union in or­
ganizing Negro and white 
workers together. I t  gives 
many pointers which can be 
used to advantage by m ilitants  
in other sections of the coun­
try  and other industries. Let’s 
have more letters like this!—  
Editor.

Auto Workers Didn't 
Give for Finland
E d ito r :

Recently the C h rys le r Corp. 
donated $2500 to  the F inn ish  Re­
lie f Fund and a t the same tim e 
they placed c o n trib u tio n  cans 
th roughou t the fac to ries  so th a t 
the w o rke rs  could con tribu te  
money.

In  m y departm ent they co llect­
ed about three dimes. I 'v e  ta lked  
to friends  in  o ther departm ents 
and they a ll say the same th ing. 
E ith e r  no th in g  a t a ll, o r else, 
ju s t a few  coins. I t  is s ig n ifica n t 
th a t the C orpo ra tion  has no t pub­
lished the am ount of the c o n tr i­
butions received.

The a ttitu d e  o f the men is 
s im p ly  th is : they don 't w a n t to 
ge t involved in  any w ar. They 
sym path ize in  a m ild  so rt o f w ay 
fo r  F in lah d  bu t you can’t  get 
them  very  excited about the 
whole a ffa ir. Q uite o ften  you hear 
them  say, “ W hy do they send 
m oney to F in land. There 's plen­
ty  o f people th a t need re lie f here 
a t home.’’

I t  w i l l  take  p len ty  of h igh pres­
sure propaganda to ge t the w o rk ­
ers steamed up so th a t th e y 'll go 
to  war.

J. D.
D e tro it, M ich.

Lynn Labor Backs 
Anti-Lynch Bill
E d ito r,

The A n ti-L y n c h  B il l now be­
fo re  the Senate is rece iv ing  the 
unanim ous suppo rt o f organized 
labor in  th is  section. The exact 
reso lu tion passed by the St. Paul 
Labo r Assem bly was unanim ous­
ly  adopted here by the N o rth  
Shore In d u s tr ia l Council (C IO ), 
representing more than tw e n ty - 
five  thousand w orkers  in  the 
g re a te r L yn n  area. The council 
called upon a ll o f its  a ffilia ted  tm - 
ions to con tact th e ir  senators and 
congressmen to support the act.

The reso lu tion  was also adopt­
ed by Local 20 o f the In te rn a tio n ­
al F u r  and Lea the r W orke rs  U n ­
ion: and i t  is expected th a t the 
reso lu tion  w il l  be adopted a t the 
ne x t re g u la r business m eeting of 
the L y n n  Food W orkers  Union 
Local 701, (C IO ).

John T ra v is
Lynn , Mass.

p.m., a t the C u ltu ra l Center, 125 
W est 33rd S treet, New Y o rk  C ity . 
The p rinc ip a l speaker o f the eve­
n ing w il l  be:

H. H. BRO ACH , E D U C A ­
T IO N A L  D IR E C TO R  OF T H E  
IN T E R N A T IO N A L  B R O T H ­
ERH O O D O F E L E C T R IC A L  
W O R KERS, L O C A L  NO. 3, 

whose union faces prosecution un­
der th is  new " in te rp re ta tio n ”  o f 
the Sherm an A n ti-T ru s t Act.

A ss is tan t A tto rn e y  - General 
T hurm an A rno ld 's  an ti-un ion  c ru ­
sade is a fla g ra n t misuse o f a 
federal law  aim ed a t business 
monopolies. T h is  law  specifica lly 
exem pts labo r fro m  prosecution. 
U nder the guise o f free ing  the 
construction  in d u s try  fro m  un­
la w fu l res tra in ts , A rn o ld ’s 200- 
man legal s ta ff has indicted 
leaders of th is  na tion ’s m ost pow­
e rfu l labo r unions fo r  the crim e 
o f exercis ing labor's  hard-won 
righ ts .

The A .L .A . seeks to  awaken the 
A m erican public to  the danger in ­
herent in  th is  s in is te r a tta c k  up­
on organized labor.

The A .L .A .— w hich defends la ­
bor, helps Negroes, Jews, fo re ign - 
bom  and aids a n ti-fa sc is t re fu ­
gees - is  also pleased to  present 
a t the same m eeting P h ilip  Ad ler, 
noted labor a tto rney , who recent­
ly  defended, in the name o f the 
A .L .A ., the 13 Jam aica re lie f c li­
ents who picketed the Centra l 
Queens R e lie f Bureau in  pro test 
aga inst the inhum an trea tm e n t 
accorded the unemployed by the 
a d m in is tra tion .

We urge a ll libera l-m inded per­
sons ac tive ly  in terested in  p re­
serv ing the dem ocra tic r ig h ts  of 
the A m erican people to  attend. 
Come w ith  you r friends and p a r­
tic ip a te  w ith  us in our w o rk . Re­
m em ber the tim e  and place: F r i ­
day, M arch  29th, a t 8 p.m., 125 
W est 33rd St., Room 201. 

A R T H U R  P. B UR CH 
Secre tary o f Loca l New Y o rk  
A m erican  Labor A id

E d ito r:
D u rin g  and a fte r  the w a r, in  

order to  keep the wage scale 
down, Negro labor was induced 
by extensive advertisem ents to 
come N o rth . In  an e ffo rt, la rge ly  
successful, to  break the Iro n  
M oulders U nion, N egro labo r was 
used to take the positions o f iron 
moulders, s tr ik in g  fo r  m ore pay.

Due to  th is  the iro n  moulders 
in the foundries o f Ind ianapolis, 
are p ra c tic a lly  a ll Negroes and 
wage rates are considerably be­
low  norm al.

The meat packing in d u s try  in 
its  search fo r  cheap labo r w a s , 
likew ise  affected, except th a t 
s tr ik e  action was not responsible 
fo r  the induction  o f Negro labor; 
bu t ra th e r the lack o f appeal of 
m any jobs in  the packing indus­
t r y  to w h ite  labo r d u rin g  tim es 
of good w o rk  caused a la rge per­
centage o f Negroes to be em­
ployed d u rin g  the w ar.

The popu lation o f Ind ianapo lis  
a t the present tim e is ap p ro x i­
m ate ly  one-s ix th  colored and 
since these 45,000 Negroes have 
the r ig h t  to  vote they  are qu ite 
a fa c to r in  local po litics . So much 
so th a t local po litic ians, especial­
ly  the tow nsh ip  trustees who are 
responsible fo r  re lie f d is tr ib u tio n  
are g iv in g  lip  service to no dis­
c r im in a tio n  in o rder to  appeal to 
the colored vote.

CIO TOPS MEET 
LAGUARDIA, BUT 
FIGHT IS ON

American Labor Aid 
To Hear I.B.E.W.
On Anti-Labor Drive
E d ito r:

The A m erican  Labo r A id  is 
launch ing  its  cam paign aga inst 
T hu rm a n  A rno ld 's  vic ious a n t i­
union, a n ti- la b o r d rive  w ith  a 
m eeting F riday , M arch  29th a t S

Promoting A Better 
Social Order, Etc.
E d ito r:

The T w en tie th  C entu ry  Associ­
a tio n  F o r the P rom otion  o f a 
F in e r P ub lic  S p ir it  and a B e tte r 
Social O rder whose headquarters 
a t 3 Joy S treet, Boston, are a 
ga th e rin g  ground fo r  well-p laced 
bourgeois libe ra ls  anounces a 

H O B B Y  GROUP 
On M arch 19th a t s ix  o’clock, a 

bu ffe t supper (50c) w ill be served 
the members o f the Hobby group 
and th e ir  friends, to  be fo llowed 
by a lectu re  by Capt. H a rry  
B row n o f the N a tio n a l Guard on 
"C hem ica l W a rfa re .”

John B rooks W hee lw righ t 
Boston, Mass.

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
bankers fo r  the tra n s it lines.

W ith  the dem olition  o f these 
elevated lines, 4,800 union w o rk ­
ers are th ro w n  ou t in to  the 
streets. I f  we reca ll th a t the s'ix 
hundred men fro m  the dem olish­
ed S ix th  Avenue elevated line 
are s t i l l  unemployed, we know  
th a t the prom ises o f the M ayo r 
and his lieu tenan ts are no t w o rth  
the paper they are w r it te n  on.

The m embers o f the T W U  are 
beginn ing to realize th a t these 
leeches and ra ts  run  the c ity  gov­
ernm ent o f New' Y o rk  and are 
not in terested in the w e lfa re  o r 
the w e ll-be ing of the poor people 
o f th is  c ity . They rea lize also th a t 
th is  whole a n ti- la b o r drive  o f the 

| LaG uard ia  a d m in is tra tio n  is not 
due to  some u n fo rtuna te  “ m isun­
de rs tand ing”  bu t is the de liberate 
conspiracy o f W a ll S tree t to 
smash one o f the s trongest un­
ions in  th is  c ity .

Keeping these ideas in  m ind, 
every m em ber o f the T W U  m ust 
ins is t th a t the un ion m ake a ll 
necessary p repara tions to  s tr ik e  
and close down every single 
tra n sp o rt u n it  o f th is  c ity  i f  th a t 
is the on ly  w ay of re ta in in g  the 
present closed-shop union con­
trac ts . Now  more than  ever be­
fore, the T W U  m embers m ust 
w a tch every new move of La  
G uard ia  w ith  the greatest sus­
picion. They m ust depend, no t on 
the em p ty  prom ises o f ca p ita lis t 
po litic ians  bu t on the independent 
s treng th  o f th e ir  un ion and the 
support o f organized labo r o f th is  
c ity , to  w in  th is  f ig h t and save 
the g reat T ransp o rt W orkers  U n­
ion o f th is  c ity .

Th is lip  service to no d isc rim ­
in a tio n  enables the Negro bour­
geoisie to step up about one step 
h igher and in  do ing so fo rm  a 
block headed by p e tty  Negro po l­
itic ians, preachers, Y .M .C .A. 
heads, etc. They have a decided 
influence on the Negroes and lead 
them  to believe th a t Negroes are 
w e ll trea ted and should be p re t­
ty  w e ll satisfied, especially w ith  
th e ir  conditions in  the factories.

The companies, ta k in g  advan­
tage o f race differences, support 
the colored w orkers  in social a f ­
fa irs  and w h a t not, in an e ffo rt 
to make i t  appear a ll the m ore 
true  th a t the N egro is w e ll taken 
care of, w e ll treated, etc.— these 
sops being less expensive to  the 
em ployers than would be un ited 
action o f the N egro  and w h ite  
w o rke rs  in a union fo r  the bene­
f i t  o f both.

One o f the ou ts tand ing  exam ­
ples o f th is  m ethod o f f ig h tin g  
un ionism  by g iv in g  inexpensive 
favo rs  to the N egro is a t the 
p lan t o f the N a tion a l M alleable 
Steel Castings Co. o f th is  c ity . 
Here a w h ite  wom an, a M rs. 
S hirley, who is on the personnel 
s ta ff of the  com pany has form ed 
a Glee C lub fo r  the colored w o­
men. She takes them  on sing ing 
tr ip s  a ll over th is  lo ca lity , and 
by appearing w ith  them  and asso­
c ia tin g  w ith  them  i t  rea lly  fo rm s 
an appeal to the Negro th a t the 
unions have to  equal a t least, in 
order to  meet.

W H A T  U N IO N S  M U S T DO 
— SOME E X A M P L E S

F or some concrete examples o f 
the methods o f w o rk  th a t unions 
m ust c a rry  out, I  w i l l  c ite  f irs t  
the case o f the A rm o u r P acking 
p lan t here. S ho rtly  a fte r  the  men 
had s ta rted  organ iz ing  th a t p lan t 
the company, hoping to  scare 
f irs t  the Negroes and eventua lly  
the w h ites  aw ay fro m  the union, 
began th e ir  a tta c k  by ca llin g  an 
e lde rly  Negro in to  the office and 
a fte r  some conversation asked 
h im  how he w ould like  to be la id 
o ff— a fa ith fu l employee fo r  22 
years.

This man knew  w h a t th a t 
meant. B u t his reaction  was not 
w h a t the company had hoped fo r. 
A ltho ug h  he had no t a t th a t tim e 
jo ined the union, he w ent to the 
president o f the Lodge and asked 
h im  w h a t to  do about the layoff.

The president signed h im  up in  
th e  union, ca lled a special m eet­
in g  to  take the m a tte r up and 
the unanim ous vote o f the Lodge 
was “ I f  the old Negro was la id  
o fi to go fishing, the whole p lan t 
would go along to  b a it his hook."

T h is  action occurred a lm ost 
three years ago and when the 
com pany was in fo rm ed o f the 
un ion's decision the  old N egro did 
no t go fish ing  bu t has worked 
ever since; and n a tu ra lly  every 
Negro w o rk e r signed up w ith  the 
union. Today, there  is not a non­
union employee allowed to  w o rk  
in  the shop and a N egro would 
no t th in k  o f re fus ing  to  pay his 
dues. Wages were raised, hours 
shortened and conditions made 
b e tte r th rou gh  the s treng th  of 
the union.

A t  the p la n t o f the Ind iana 
Steel and W ire  Com pany in M un- 
cie the com pany la id  o ff a col­
ored craneman. A c tin g  especially 
in  defense o f th is  m an and also 
aga inst o the r acts o f bad fa ith  
on the p a r t  o f the company, a 
s tr ik e  was called and the N egro ’s 
re tu rn  to the jo b  was won.

In  the SWOC lodge o f the In ­
d iana Steel and W ire  some six 
m onths before th is  a case came 
up w h ich  shows how sensitive the 
N egro  is tow a rd  the least act of 
s lig h t o r  d isc rim in a tio n  on the 
p a rt o f the w h ite  w orkers.

The Steel Lodges had voted to 
raise money to pay fo r  a head­
quarters  by means o f a box so­
cial. (A  box social is where the 
g ir ls  and women b rin g  along a 
box and the men bid  on the box­

es and eat lunch w ith  the g ir l 
who prepared the box).

Some o f the w h ite  union m em ­
bers secre tly  s ta rted  a move to 
have the box social changed to 
som eth ing else to  avoid qu ite  
such close social re la tions w ith  
the Negroes.

They dared no t b rin g  up such 
an issue before the local union 
but tr ie d  to get i t  fixed up a t the 
top. T h is  they  could no t do es­
pecia lly  because the leading 
w h ite  m il ita n t  in the un ion would 
have forced th e ir  hand and 
b rough t the chauvin is ts  ou t in 
the open on the Lodge o r be­
cause he knew  the reaction i t  
would have on the N egro m em ­
bers.

To prove h im  correct i t  was 
on ly  one o r tw o  days la te r th a t 
the N egro members sent an in ­
fo rm a l v is ito r  to  th is  m il ita n t  
w h ite  w o rke r in  whom the y  had 
confidence, to  ask h im  w h a t was 
go ing to be done about the box 
social. W hen he in fo rm ed the co l­
ored spokesman th a t the box so­
c ia l was go ing ahead and fo r  the 
Negro g ir ls  and women to  be 
sure and be there  w ith  th e ir  box­
es, the same as any one else, the 
rep ly  o f the Negro was “ Fine, 
bu t i f  i t  had been called o ff we 
know  w h y .”

This was a ll th a t was ever 
said, bu t th is  lodge w en t ahead 
w ith  the box social, a splendid 
tim e  was had ,and m oney fo r 
fo u r m onths' re n t raised a t the 
a ffa ir. W ha t was m ore im p o rtan t, 
th is  lodge is another o f the 100% 
lodges in  th is  d is tr ic t  and is g e t­
t in g  wage increases and g iv in g  
job  pro tection  to both w h ite  and 
colored members.

A n e n tire ly  d iffe re n t s itua tion  
is th a t a t the E w a r t p la n t o f the 
L in k  B e lt Co. where the com pany

made use o f one o f the lead ing 
Negroes to  fo rm  a com pany un­
ion. W ages have not been raised, 
se n io rity  r ig h ts  are not respected 
and the employees are a fra id  to 
ta lk  union fo r  fea r o f discharge.

Behind the com pany’s a b ili ty  
to use th is  Negro as head o f th is  
com pany union lies the fa c t th a t 
he was a m em ber o f the R a ilw ay  
F irem en and was d iscrim ina ted  
aga inst and le t ou t o f his jo b  and 
a w h ite  man took his place.

A no the r instance o f how the 
race question can w reck a un ion 
was shown in  the C entu ry  B is ­
c u it Com pany here. T h is  un ion 
was form ed in 1937, g o t a fa ir  
con tra c t and increases in  pay. 
There were a la rge num ber o f 
colored w o rke rs  in  th a t p lan t and 
a N egro was elected president.

Th is man was as fine a m an as 
ever served as president o f any 
un ion bu t the w h ite  w orkers, no 
doubt due to s tim u lus  o f the 
company, s ta rted  a w h ispering  
cam paign against hav ing  a Negro 
fo r  president. As a resu lt, m any 
w h ite  w o rke rs  dropped out. The 
Negroes, sensing the s itua tion  
played safe and dropped ou t too. 
L a te r the com pany found a 
chance to d ischarge the  Negro 
president o f the union.

One th in g  th a t has been a t ­
tem pted here is to  create u n ity  
between N egro and w h ite  w o rk ­
ers has been the s e ttin g  up o f a 
Racia l Relations Com m ittee by 
the CIO  Council. The purpose of 
th is  com m ittee  is to  seek ou t 
and b rin g  fo rw a rd  w ith in  the un­
ions issues w h ich w il l  tend to  
d raw  toge the r the N egro  and 
w h ite  w orkers.

The e ffo rts  so fa r  have re­
volved around a ttem p ts  a t ge t­
t in g  support fo r  the A n ti-L y n c h ­
in g  B ill and to educate the w h ite  
w o rkers  rega rd ing  the trea tm e n t 
o f the Negroes in  general, the 
real reasons un de rly in g  it ,  and 
dealing especially w ith  the r ig h t 
o f the N egro  to  vote in the South. 
Progress along th is  line  has been 
slow, bu t encouraging. 
Ind ianapo lis , Ind iana  C.A.

W ill Probe Abuse 
O f Labor’s Rights

(Continued from Page 1)
restrains trade. Y et such con­
tracts have never been declared 
unlawful.

“The very life  of the collect­
ive bargaining agreement is 
at stake in this issue before 
the federal commission. No 
m atter w hat position the bak­
ery companies, who also were 
named in the complaint, may 
take, we w ill fight the issue to 
the end.”

S IO U X  C IT Y , Iowa, M arch  18 
— Joseph A. Padway, general 
counsel o f the A F L  and the IB T , 
is scheduled to a rrive  here th is  
wreek to  organize the defense o f 
General D rive rs  U n ion  Local 383 
members who were ind ic ted here 
last week on charges o f “ k id na p ­
p ing  and conspiracy.”

H ow ard Fouts and R alph John­
son, union organizers, Charles 
Cunningham , financ ia l secre tary, 
and Jack W ebster, a union m em ­
ber, were those indicted. A f te r  
much fa n fa re  by au tho ritie s  who 
refused prev iously  to  a d m it them  
to  bail because the m axim um  
pena lty  on the charge was death, 
ba il was fixed a t $1,000 each on 
the conspiracy count and $2,500 
each on the k idnapp ing  count.

W ha t R eally  Happened 
In  describ ing th is , the la te s t 

o f a long series o f fram eups 
aga inst th is  local union w h ich  
has borne m uch o f the b ru n t of 
the fig h t to m a in ta in  the 14-state 
over-the-road d rive rs ’ con tract, 
the S ioux C ity  U n ion is t states: 

“ T h is  present case is the 
m ost outrageous exam ple of 
m alic ious persecution th a t  has 
come to  our a tte n tio n  d u rin g  
40 years o f ac tive  p a rtic ip a ­
tion  in labo r union a ffa irs . . . . 
Le t no honest fr ien d  o f jus tice  
stop to  c ry  over th is  case. Th is 
case is destined to  become fa ­
mous. Le t every m an and w o­
m an who believes in  honor and 
ju s tice  hold up his head and le t 
the re  be no fa lte r in g .”  

D escrib ing the circum stances 
under w h ich  the fram eup oc­
curred, the U n ion is t states:

"One m orn ing  three tru c k  d r iv ­
ers fo r  a m erchan t o f Havelock, 
Iowa, were in  S ioux C ity . Tw o o f

them  were members o f D rive rs  
U n ion Local 383. The Havelock 
m erchan t has no t signed the 
over-the-road d rive rs  con tract. . .

“ These three men w en t to  the 
S ioux C ity  office o f Local 383. 
They w ent fre e ly  and o f th e ir  
own accord. They w en t in to  the 
office o f Fouts, who is business 
agen t o f the union. The three 
d rive rs  ta lked  w ith  Fouts, ta lked 
by phone fro m  F ou ts ’ office w ith  
th e ir  em ployer a t H avelock, then, 
when they go t ready to go, ac­
cepted F ou ts ’ o ffe r to drive  them  
back to th e ir  trucks. . .

“ Nobody la id  hands on any­
body. The three d rive rs  were a t 
a ll tim es as free to  go and come 
as is any person who enters any 
office in  S ioux C ity . They came 
o f th e ir  own accord, and departed 
when they go t ready. . .

"N e x t th in g  was the a rre s t o f 
Cunningham , Fouts and Johnson 
on the charge o f ’k idnapp ing  fo r  
ransom ’ w h ich  ‘carries a pena lty  
o f e ith e r life  im prisonm en t o r 
death ’."

A  Revealing C on tras t
In  s ta rk  con tra s t to the h igh 

ba il set fo r  union men on th is  
flim sy  charge was the $1500 bail 
fo r  tw o c ity  policemen, recen tly  
suspended and now ind ic ted  on 
charges o f p ro te c tin g  a dope r in g  
and houses o f p ro s titu tio n .

A p p ro p ria te ly  enough, these 
tw o cops were in a la rge  measure 
responsible fo r  securing convic­
tions la s t w in te r  aga inst the 
same union officers, Fouts and 
Johnson, in  a S ioux F a lls  case, 
resu ltin g  in  fou r-ye a r sentences 
aga inst each un ion is t on a charge 
o f dam aging a tru ck . The case 
is now being appealed and the 
la test exp lo its  o f the prosecuting 
cops w ill look good in the ap­
pe lla te record!

Union Rejects Deal
O vertures have been made to 

Local 383 officers to  support cer­
ta in  boss po litic ian s  in  the M arch 
29 c ity  elections w ith  a prom ise 
tha t, in  re tu rn , a ll the charges 
would be dropped. B u t the union 
is m ak ing  i t  very c lear to  the 
bosses and th e ir  agents th a t th is  
f ig h t is no t go ing to be settled 
behind closed doors, b u t r ig h t  
ou t in  the open where i t  w i l l  h u r t  
the bosses as they never go t h u r t  
before.

Chicago deserves top m ention 
in  th is  colum n fo r  the excellent 
e ffo rts  i t  is m a k in g  to liqu ida te  
its  back debt. A t  th is  w r i t in g  they 
have reduced i t  by more than 
half.

H. S. o f Evansville , Ind iana 
came th rough  w ith  a b ig  pay­
ment. Comrades in o th e r p a rts  of 
the cou n try  should blush fo r  
shame and envy a t m ention o f 
th is  Ind iana  com rade’s w o rk . He 
d is tr ibu te s  more Appeals than 
branches ten tim es the num ber. 
A nd then he pays— even i f  i t  
means a b ig  sacrifice.

D e tro it  came th rou gh  w ith  a 
$15 paym ent on its  bundle ac­
count and said: "S o rry  fo r  no t be­
in g  able to  send the fu l l  am ount 
o f $18.45 bu t we w ill send an­
o th e r paym en t nex t week. P ub­
lish in g  the am ount due the A p ­
peal was a good idea. The on ly 
w a y  to  get branches to  ac t is 
th rough  pressure fro m  the cen­
ter. T h is  applies to D e tro it  too. 
Keep i t  up ."

Paym ents in  general were be t­
te r  la s t week. We received from  
M inneapolis, St. Paul, F lin t,  A k ­
ron, N ew ark, New Haven, Quak- 
ertow n, A llen tow n , Lynn, H u tc h ­
inson, Boston, A nn  A rbo r. Keep i t  
up, and w e’l l  be out o f the red 
before i t  gets warm .

*  *  *

S E L L IN G  T H E  A P P E A L
Comrades who find i t  d iff ic u lt 

g e ttin g  up Sunday m orn ings fo r  
special Appea l sales one day a 
week should take note o f the ac­
t iv i t y  o f H ow ard S. in Q uaker- 
tow n. He w rite s : " I  have to make 
a t r ip  o f 45 m iles to  de live r s ix  
copies. . . H is rem ark, i t  would 
seem to me, is d ire c tly  addressed 
to those comrades who w on’t  go 
around the corner to sell an A p ­
peal to a w o rke r neighbor.

F rom  St. la n iis  comes another 
le tte r  from  M .V., ch ie f Appeal 
p lugger in th a t area:

" I  was fra n k ly  amazed the f irs t  
week I  passed ou t no papers. The 
questions asked were g ra tify in g :

"  ‘W here’s m y Appeal, V — ?’
"  ‘I  tho ugh t the  papers came 

ou t w eek ly .’
"  ’A re  you r papers a ll gone, 

V — .’
“ Red Sunday sounds lik e  a 

g rea t idea, bu t when I  m ention  i t  
to  the comrades here they des­
pa ir. They are lo ya l enough to 
know  they should try ,  B ut.

“ However, I ’m go ing to do 
som eth ing s im ila r. Here i t  is. 
N e x t week I ’l l  send copies to one 
apa rtm en t house. I ’l l  repeat the 
fo llo w in g  week (same house). 
Then I ’ ll ca ll on them  personally 
and t r y  to d rum  up a few  subs. 
H ow  does i t  sound?"

Sounds good, M .V. I t ’s the way 
to  ge t results.

H O W  TO G E T S U B S C R IP TIO N S
From  M a rk  K n ig h t, Los A n g ­

eles:
"Enclosed you w ill find  five s ix- 

m onth  subscrip tions to  the Social­
is t Appeal.

“ Each of these subscrip tions 
were obtained fro m  an auto p lan t 
in  th is  lo ca lity . These men have 
ju s t com pleted a successful ’ elec­
tion  cam paign fo r  local union o f ­
ficers on the basis o f a p rogram  
suggested by the Appeal, w h ich  
proves th a t ou r organ can be 
made a successful tool in  the 
s trugg le  fo r  progressive trade un­
ionism , and fu rth e r, th a t our pa­
per has a place in  the home o f 
a ll w orkers. W e can sell the  A p ­
peal, i f  we try .

"O u r worker-salesm en at Gen­
era l M oto rs  prom ise us more sub­
scrip tions  next week, and I  p ro m ­
ise, fo r  them, m ore subscrip tions 
in  the fo llo w in g  weeks. T h e ir 
w o rk  ind ica tes th a t i t  is  possible 
to  p u t in to  practise  the slogan, 
‘M ore  Appeals in  the  F a c to rie s !’ ’’

The Steel W orke rs  O rgan iz ing  
C om m ittee, CIO, w i l l  m eet in 
convention a t Chicago in  M ay. 
The o ffic ia l po licy  is th a t i t  w ill 
no t be a con s titu tion a l conven­
tion . However, in flu e n tia l In land  
Steel, Lodge 1010 and Rubican 
Lodge 1014, representing  the 
la rge s t steel p la n t in  the w orld , 
have passed reso lu tions proposing 
the con tra ry . O ther lodges are 
fo llo w in g  th e ir  lead. I t  m ay take 
som eth ing m ore than an old- 
fashioned Rah-Rah fo r  the top 
offic ia ldom  to  head o ff the  de­
m and fo r  a con s titu tion a l conven­
tion.

The In te rn a tio n a l Ladles G ar­
m en t W 'orkers Union w ill meet in  
convention a t New  Y o rk  C ity  in 
M ay. T h is  o rg an iza tio n  has re­
m ained independent since its  
w ith d ra w a l tw o  years ago fro m  
the CIO. There is pressure from  
the top fo r  re a ffilia tlo n  w ith  the 
A  EL. In  the ran k  and file  there 
is a fa s t g ro w in g  progressive 
m ovem ent aga inst g iv in g  such 
support to the d ie-hard c ra f t  un­
ion is ts  o f the  Green, W o ll, F rey, 
H u tch inson and Co. camp.

a s trong  ran k  and file  response. 
The ju r is d ic tio n a l agreem ent ju s t 
concluded between the IL G W U  
and the A m algam ated  C lo th ing  
W orke rs  has tw o -fo ld  s ig n if i­
cance. Ins ide both organ izations, 
the top leadership has responded 
to  s trong  pressure in  the union 
fo r  such an agreem ent as a f irs t  
step in  the f ig h t fo r  be tte r job  
cond itions— slated to  be a b ig  
IL G W U  convention issue.

B e tte r re la tions between the 
IL G W U  and A C W  create another 
b a rr ie r  aga ins t John L . Lew is ’ 
un io n -ra id in g  polic ies in  the A F L  
— CIO fig h t, and increase some­
w h a t the pressure on Lew is to 
negotia te  a se ttlem ent. T h is  fa c ­
to r  was m ore than  a sm all p a r t 
o f H illm a n ’s m otive . Added to 
th is  is the  desire o f D u b in sky  
and H illm a n  to  prom ote the in ­
terests o f the Roosevelt th ird -  
te rm  m ovem ent. Lew is has been 
m ore and m ore o f a bu ll- in -the - 
china-shop to  the th ird -te rm  ad­
vocates.

The desire o f bo th the IL G W U  
and the A C W  ra n k  and file  in  
f ig h tin g  fo r  ha rm ony between 
th e ir  unions and fo r  u n ity  in  the 
na tiona l labo r m ovem ent, is to 
prom ote the in te res t o f the w o rk ­
ers, no t fo r  the benefit o f Roose­
v e lt and his w a r plans.

IL G W U  progressives are f ig h t­
in g  fo r  a 30-hour week w ith  no 
reduction  in  pay, cam paigns to 
unionize every ga rm en t shop in 
the coun try , and standard ize ag­
reements w ith  u n ifo rm  exp ira tion  
dates. These slogans are arousing

The In te rn a tio n a l B rotherhood 
o f Team sters, A F L , now a lm ost 
a h a lf m illio n  strong , w i l l  be 
heard fro m  in no unce rta in  term s 
on the question o f labo r u n ity  in  
its  convention a t W ashington, 
D.C. in  September. The IB T  laws 
w il l  come in fo r  a revam ping  a t 
th is  convention to c lear the decks 
fo r  a s tream -lined organ iza tion  
drive. The A m erican  labo r move­
m ent m ay soon see its  f ir s t  m il-  
lion-m em bered union.
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“LA B O R  W IT H  A W H IT E  S K IN  
 C A N N O T  E M A N C IP A T E  IT S E L F

I  W H E R E  L A B O R  W IT H  A B LA C K  
S K IN  IS  B R A N D E D " —  K A R L  
M A R X .

Negro Question
--------- By J. R. JOHNSON
(This column Is w ritten  by Robert L. 

Birchman in comrade Johnson’s absence.)

In  b las ting  the m y th  th a t th is  w a r is a con flic t 
between the “ to ta lita r ia n s "  and the “ dem ocra­
cies," we have o ften  po inted o u t th a t B r it is h  
democracy, such as i t  is, is lim ite d  to the sm all 
w h ite  m in o r ity  o f the B r it is h  E m p ire ’s popula­
tion  o f five hundred m illions. E ng lish  law  and 
legal procedure is one th in g ; the law s d ic ta ted 
by Eng lishm en to the colored popu lations o f the 
E m p ire  is som eth ing else again. E ng land ’s P r iv y  
Council has recen tly  made th is  d is tin c tio n  w ith  
brazen c la r ity  in  connection w ith  the laws gov­
ern ing one o f the colonies, S ie rra  Leone in  B r it is h  
W est A fr ic a . The s to ry  is w o rth  te lling .

A t  the sessions o f the B ritish -dom ina ted  Leg is­
la tive  Council in  M ay, 1939 a series o f b ills  were 
passed, p ro v id ing  fo r  the deporta tion  o f undesir­
able subjects, fo r  the punishm ent o f “ seditious 
acts,”  and p ro h ib it in g  the pub lica tion  and dis­
tr ib u tio n  o f “ undesirable lite ra tu re .”  U nder these 
ordinances there w ill be no w r i t  o f habeas corpus 
and “ no o the r process ca llin g  in  question the 
le g a lity  o f any order made under these ordinances 
sha ll have any effect.”

One o f the m ain purposes o f these ordinances 
is to guard aga inst p o lit ic a l a c t iv ity  in the armed 
forces. There was a m u tin y  am ong the na tive  
soldiers o f the colony las t summer, and eleven of 
them  were cou rt-m a rtia lled . They received sen­
tences o f fro m  seven to ten years penal servitude. 
U nrest is w idespread am ong the in d u s tr ia l w o rk ­
ers, the c iv il services and the armed forces. This 
accounts fo r  the la rge num ber o f w h ite  troops 
sta tioned in Freetown.

The in tro du c tion  o f th is  d ic ta to r ia l leg is la tion  
aroused trem endous opposition among the people 
and thousands o f na tives dem onstrated on the 
opening day o f the leg is la tu re . The dem onstra to rs 
represented the Trade U n ion  Congress, the N a­
tion a l Congress, C h ris tian  League, C itizens Com­
m ittee, W est A fr ic a  B a r Association, etc., and 
was the la rges t ever seen in Freetown. B u t the 
ordinances were pushed th rou gh  the leg is la tu re  
in sp ite  o f th is  ove rw he lm ing  sentim ent.

Political Persecution of 
Wallace Johnson

The persecution under these ordinances o f W a l­
lace Johnson, secre ta ry o f the W est A fr ic a n  
Y ou th  League and o f the S ie rra  Leone Trade U n ­
ion Congress, ind ica tes the fu n c tio n  o f th is  leg is­
la tion . A t  the ou tb reak o f the w a r Johnson was 
subjected to  “ preven tive  a rre s t.”  H is  home was 
raided, his books confiscated, and he was im ­
prisoned fo r  the du ra tio n  o f  the w a r. F o r under 
these ordinances the governor has the power to 
o rder the a rre s t o f any na tive  whom  he considers 
undesirable. As a trade union organ izer, he was 
m ost “ undesirab le" to the B r it is h  colon ia l officials.

"P reven tive  a rre s t”  w ith o u t any crim e charged 
was perhaps too m uch lik e  N azi procedure. The 
au tho ritie s  decided to  ju s t i fy  th e ir  persecution o f 
Johnson by con v ic tin g  h im  o f a “ crim e .”  He was 
there fore  convicted o f sedition by the W est A f ­
r ican  C ourt o f Appeal fo r  hav ing  w r it te n  in  the 
Gold Coast Specta tor an a rtic le , “ Has the A fr ic a n  
a God.”

V o ic ing  the in d ig na tion  o f the natives o f W est 
A fr ic a  aga inst the im peria lis ts , Johnson had 
w r itte n ;

“Personally I  believe the European has a  
God in whom he believes and whom he is 
representing in his Churches all over Africa. 
He believes in the god whose name is spelt 
Deceit. He believes in the God whose law is 
‘Ye strong*; you must weaken the weak. Ye 
‘civilized’ Europeans, you must ‘civilize’ the 
‘barbarous’ Africans w ith machine guns. Ye 
‘Christian’ Europeans you must ‘Christianize’ 
the ‘pagan’ Africans w ith bombs, poison gas­
es, etc.

“In  the colonies the Europeans believe in 
the god that commands: ‘Ye administrators, 
make Sedition B ill to keep the African  
gagged. Make Forced Labor B ill to work the 
Africans as slaves. M ake Deportation Ordin­
ance to send the Africans to exile whenever 
they dare to question your authority. ’

“Make an ordinance to grab his money so 
that he cannot stand economically. . . . Send 
detectives to stay around the house of any 
African who is agitating for national inde­
pendence and if  possible to round him up in a 
‘crim inal fram e up’ so th a t he could be kept 
behind the bars.”

Two Kinds of "Law"
Johnson's conv ic tion  was appealed to  England, 

to  the P r iv y  Council. In  the a rgum ent on the ap­
peal, the Gold Coast G overnm ent contended th a t 
pub lica tion  o f the a rtic le  was seditious in th a t i t  
b rough t the governm ent in to  con tem pt and h a t­
red. Johnson fo rm a lly  denied th is, c la im in g  th a t 
his a rtic le  was a fa ir  expression o f op in ion on 
m a tte rs  o f v ita l concern to  the natives. H is  coun­
sel, a rg u ing  the legal issue, contended th a t the 
prosecution had to  prove th a t the words com ­
plained o f were o f such a na ture  as lik e ly  to  in c ite  
violence. H is counsel based his a rgum en t on nu­
merous c ita tio ns  fro m  E ng lish  and S cottish cou rt 
decisions.

The judges o f the P r iv y  Council dismissed the 
appeal, leav ing  Johnson convicted and sub ject to 
penalties. On w h a t ground? On the ground that 
the law  of sedition for the colony is to be found in 
the crim inal code of the Gold Coast and not in 
English law ! The colonial code, they said, was 
no doubt designed to suit the “circumstances” of 
the natives in the colony!

A  clear-enough decision. One law  fo r  the w h ite  
E ng lish ; ano the r la w  fo r  the b lack  natives. T h a t 
is the foundation-stone o f the B r it is h  E m p ire : 
open and b ru ta l d ic ta to rsh ip  over the overw helm ­
ing  m a jo r ity  o f the popu la tion  o f the B r it is h  E m ­
pire.

O’Dwyer, the Butcher o f Amritsar, 
Meets His Fate In  London

B y S H E R M A N  S T A N L E Y
L a s t week, in London’s W est­

m in s te r d is tr ic t,  a young S ikh  
s tuden t and engineer named M a­
homed S ing Azad in te rru p te d  a 
m eeting o f h igh  Ind ian  offic ia ls 
and re tire d  B r it is h  c iv il servants 
to p u t tw o  bu lle ts  in  the heart 
o f S ir  M ichae l O’D w yer, fo rm e r 
G overnor General o f Ind ia 's  p ro ­
vince o f the Punjab.

Azad, c ry in g  ou t th a t he was 
ac tin g  in  the name o f Ind ia 's  
freedom , also wounded the M a r­
quis o f Zetland, Secre tary o f 
S tate fo r  Ind ia , and tw o  others.

Readers o f the S oc ia lis t Appeal 
know  th a t o u r m ovem ent does 
no t support in d iv idu a l te r ro r is t  
action  w h ich  can never be a sub­
s titu te  fo r  ac tion  on the p a rt o f 
the people o f In d ia  fo r  th e ir  in ­
dependence. B u t i f  ever a m an 
deserved the fa te  th a t was meted 
ou t to  h im  i t  was S ir M ichae l 
O’D w yer. T h a t is w h y  we, op­
ponents o f te rro r is m  o f th is  sort, 
m ust hasten to  en e rge tica lly  con­
demn M aha tm a  G andhi and his 
associates in  the leadership o f 
the Ind ia n  N a tio n a lis t Congress 
who in s ta n tly  disowned Azad and 
th re w  his fa te  in to  the hands of 
the B r it is h  au thorities .

W ho was S ir M ichael O’D w yer?
I t  was he who, m ore than any­

one else, bears resp on s ib ility  fo r  
the w o rs t massacre in Ind ia 's  h is ­
to ry — the A m r its a r  massacre, 
w h ich  takes its  place in  w o rld  
h is to ry  alongside the B loody Sun­
day o f Czar N icholas.

The A m r its a r  a ffa ir  took place 
on A p r i l 13, 1919— alm ost 21
years ago. The Caxton h a ll as­
sassination o f la s t week was a 
rem inder to B r it is h  im peria lism  
th a t the m em ory o f A p r i l 13, 
1919 can never be w iped ou t u n til 
i t  has been fu l ly  avenged.

T H E  P O S T-W A R  W A V E  O F 
R E V O LT  IN  IN D IA

A f te r  the la s t W orld  W ar a 
re vo lu tio n a ry  wave, s tir re d  up 
by the actions o f the Russian 
w orkers and peasants and by the 
to ta l fa ilu re  o f the B r it is h  to  keep 
th e ir  h yp ocritica l prom ises made 
d u rin g  the w a r in  exchange fo r  
support by Ind ia , held the cou n try  
in  its  g rip . The Ind ia n  N a tio n a lis t 
m ovem ent was progressing ra ­
p id ly . In  the h is to r ic  P un jab i c ity  
of A m r its a r  some 5,000 S ikh  
peasants and w o rkers  had g a th ­
ered on A p r i l 13 to  lis te n  to  
N a tio n a lis t ag ita to rs . They were 
a crow d o f men, wom en and 
ch ild ren— to ta lly  unarm ed— m eet­
in g  in  the c ity ’s open square 
know n as J a llia n w a la  Bagh.

Suddenly a con tingen t o f B r i­
tish  soldiers, w ith  a few  pro fes­
sional Ind ia n  troops, under the 
com m and o f B rig a d ie r General 
D ye r appeared. They had been 
sent by S ir M ichae l O’D w yer to 
"resto re  o rder.”  These men were 
posted a t the on ly  e x it to the 
w a lled-in  square. W ith o u t w a rn ­
in g — as General D ye r la te r boast­
ed— they began to  fire  in to  the 
crowd. Before the s laugh te r was 
over 500 la y  dead and 1,200 were 
wounded. Then the brave general 
w ithd rew .

The next day, as p a r t o f his 
adm itted  p ro jec t o f " s tr ik in g  te r­
ro r  in to  the whole o f the Pun jab ”, 
General D ye r issued his famous 
"c ra w lin g  o rder”  com pelling a ll 
Ind ians to  c raw l on th e ir  hands 
and knees down the p rinc ip a l 
street o f A m rits a r. Such was B r i­
tish  im peria lism  in action  in  the 
sum m er o f 1919!

Never since In d ia ’s f irs t  W ar 
o f Independence o f 1857 had the 
cou n try  been roused to  such a 
fu ry . D ye r and his boss, S ir  M i­
chael O ’D w yer had to  be w ith ­
d raw n  fro m  Ind ia . Ind ian  pub lic  
op in ion forced the crea tion  o f a 
Royal com m ittee to  investigate 
the horrib le ' massacre. A t  the 
hearing  both o f these bloody im ­
pe ria lis ts  defended and boasted of 
th e ir  actions. O’D w ye r assumed 
fu l l  resp on s ib ility  and claim ed 
th a t he had saved thereby B r it is h  

ru le  over the 400,000,000 Ind ian

BOSE WARNS OF 
COMING CIVIL 
WAR IN INDIA

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
have been engaged in  a b itte r  
s trugg le  fo r  over a year. Gandhi 
and his d ie-hard r ig h t  w in g  sup­
po rte rs  have bent every e ffo rt to 
iso late Bose and s tr ip  h im  o f his 
powers.

B u t Bose, supported by the ju te  
w o rkers  o f his home c ity  o f C al­
cu tta , has fo u g h t back. Bose gave 
a c lear s ta tem ent o f the p la tfo rm  
around w h ich  he is seeking to 
o ve rth row  the dead w e ig h t of 
G andhi and his crowd.

Bose explained th a t he d iffe rs  
w ith  G andhi on three fundam en­
ta l po in ts : (1) The le ft-w in g  of 
the Congress, known as the F o r-

M U R D E R E R S  W H IT E W A S H E D  
B Y  B R IT IS H  “ D E M O C R A C Y ”

A f te r  the t r ia l had dragged on 
fo r  years, the inev itab le  w h ite ­
wash and ve rd ic t o f “ no t g u ilty ’’ 
was given. D ye r re tire d  on a nice 
pension and died in  1928, doub t­
lessly un troub led by the screams 
o f his v ic tim s, fo r  had no t the 
C rown and Church o f E ngland 
g iven h im  th e ir  blessings? As to r 
S ir M ichael, he m et his fa te  las t 
week.

No event has made such an im ­
pression upon the Ind ian  people 
as the massacre o f A m rits a r. A  
na tiona l m em oria l p a rk  has been 
created on the site, to w h ich  
hundreds o f thousands o f Ind ian  
fig h te rs  fo r  freedom  come every 
year. Ja llia n w a la  D ay— a day 
upon w h ich  the m em ory o f those 
who died in  the cause is honored 
and a renewed pledge to  s trugg le  
fo r  freedom  is taken— is celeb­
rated an nu a lly  by Ind ia .

The B r it is h  w il l  unquestionab ly 
t r y  to place the hangm an’s noose 
around the neck o f Mahomed 
S ingh Azad, m a r ty r  in India's- 
s trugg le . They have a lready hung 
three members o f the Ir is h  Re­
publican A rm y .

A c tio n  o f the E ng lish  w o rk in g  
class can save Azad. O ur com­
rades in  Eng land, the B r it is h  
F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a lis ts , have a l­
ready begun a cam paign in his 
behalf.

Defend Azad fro m  the B r it is h  
hangm en!

w ard  B loc, w ants com plete in ­
dependence fro m  G reat B rita in .
(2) Gandhi, a t best, would take 
D om in ion S ta tus w ith in  the B r i­
tish  E m p ire ; Gandhi w ants to  in ­
de fin ite ly  postpone the cam paign 
fo r  independence. Bose w ants the 
cam paign im m ed ia te ly  launched.
(3) F in a lly , Bose— even though in 
an ex trem e ly  bewildered m anner 
— understands th a t on ly  socialism  
and in d u s tria liza tio n  can solve In ­
dia's economic problem s. To th is  
G andhi counterposes his U top ian  
and reac tiona ry  "hobbies”  o f re ­
lig io u s  w orsh ip , h a n d ic ra ft in ­
dustry , p ro h ib itio n , etc. The aim  
o f these schemes is to  re tu rn  
In d ia  to  a stage w h ich  i t  had 
reached about 3,000 years ago.

The Ram garh session o f the 
Congress m ay w e ll be o f decisive 
im portance fo r  In d ia ’s na tion a lis t 
movem ent. W ill i t  re su lt in  a 
sp lit, w ith  the rad ica l and p rog­
ressive elements go ing  th e ir  own 
w a y?  In  next week’s issue o f the 
S oc ia lis t Appeal we w i l l  have a 
le n g th y  a rtic le  on the resu lts o f 
th is  h is to ric  Congress session.

people.

Pigs and  Bosses

A  Sailor’s Story
The stench o f p igs is over the 

ship. A  head w ind  blows the fou l 
sm ell a f t  in to  the crew 's quarters. 
F ou r hundred hogs are penned in  
between the bridge and the poop 
on the p o rt deck o f the SS K A P - 
U L A N I,  a fre ig h te r bound fo r  
Honolulu.

The pig-m an, a weather-beaten 
hand fro m  the w ide open spaces, 
feeds and w ate rs the pigs, and 
shovels p ig  dropp ings over the 
side.

F rid a y  n ig h t; the w ind  is b low ­
ing  up and the barom eter is go­
in g  down. The w eather report is a 
s to rm  w arn ing.

Saturday, before dawn, the f irs t  
sea came aboard and knocked 
down the a fte r  end o f the pig-pen. 
The pigs stampeded to the poop 
deck. The second m ate called the 
captain , who called the mate, who 
called the bosun, carpenter, day­
man and p ig  man, who, toge ther 
w ith  the w a tch  on deck began 
herd ing pigs.

A t  dawn the w ind  is b low ing  a 
gale. The cap ta in  is d r iv in g  the 
ship fu l l  speed in to  the s to rm  and 
m ak ing  d ir ty  w eather of it .  Con­
t in u a l sprays, d riven  w ith  s tin g ­
ing  force, pe lt and soak every­
th in g  on deck. The pigs are 
squaw king.

A sea knocks down the fo rw a rd  
w a ll o f the pig-pen. The w reck ing - 
crew, w ith  hammers, na ils  and 
ropes, are on the job  aga in  fo r  a 
couple hours. They go below soak­
ing  wet fo r  b reakfast. A  b ig  wave 
knocks the hell ou t o f the en tire  
pen. The w e t crew  is on deck 
again.

T h is  tim e they s tack  up the 
pieces and begin to bu ild  anew. 
A ll m orn ing  they la bo r in  a how l­
in g  w e t gale.

D u rin g  d inner the pen, o r ig in ­
a lly  p u t toge ther in F risco  w ith  
dunnage, rope yarns and nails, is 
smashed to  pieces. The crew, s t i l l  
soaking w et, tu rns  o u t curs ing  
cap ta in  fo r  not s low ing  down.

The capta in , fa t te r  tha n  the 
fa tte s t hog and m uch louder, 
keeps g r u n t i n g ,  “ Goddamned

pigs! Goddamned p ig s !"  He hates 
to slow  down the ship. The waves 
are g e ttin g  higer. I t ’s e ith e r slow 
down o r have the pigs washed ov­
erboard. He slows down w ith  
curses.

The crew  w o rks  a ll a fternoon 
and f in a lly  p u t up a s tro n g  pen. 
The pigs are w e t and m iserable. 
One has tw o broken legs. A no ther 
has an eye gouged out. A  grue­
some sight.

The cap ta in  speeds up the ship. 
The p rope llo r races m adly. The 
stern bounces up and down, 
shakes, qu ivers and vib rates. One 
m om ent you r gu ts  are plastered 
up aga inst you r ears, the next in ­
s ta n t they shoot down to  your 
knees. There is an a w fu l d in  as 
the g ia n t tu rb ines hum  and whine, 
the s teering gear grinds back and 
fo rth , leak ing  steam valves hiss 
and scream, lockers ra tt le  c raz ily  
w h ile  the w ater-logged crew  tries  
to rest in jit te rb u g g in g  bunks.

T h ru  the n ig h t and a ll day Sun­
day the storm  rages. The cap ta in  
drives the ship in to  the teeth of 
the gale. S a lt s tin g in g  w et spray 
in ga le -driven showers m akes a 
m inu te  on deck m iserable. And 
there  stand the pigs cold and 
wet, ta k in g  an a w fu l beating.

The sea is m ak ing  up big. Huge 
waves, g ro w lin g  and hissing, l i f t  
the ship up in to  the sky  and then 
plunge i t  down in to  the ocean. 
Some o f the crew  are sea-sick, 
some have headaches, and some 
are constipated.

Jus t a fte r  da rk  a b ig  wave h its  
the s tarboard  corner o f the a fte r­
house. W h a t a sm ack! Everybody 
comes ou t on the run. The s ta r­
board life b o a t is smashed. The 
d in in g  saloon is wrecked. The 
wave smashed th ru  the heavy oak 
storm  po rts  and knocked o ff the 
inside w a ll panels. The place is 
awash w ith  broken glasses, china, 
ketchup bottles and m usta rd  ja rs.

L u c k ily  on ly  five o f the three 
hundred and f i f t y  carboys o f acid 
on the s tarboard  deck are over­
turned.

The cap ta in  heaves the ship to, 
w h ile  a ll hands secure loose gear

and cargo. The spray stops fly in g  
and the decks begin to  d ry . A f te r  
three hours w o rk  (no ove rtim e) 
the crew  go below.

The break o f a new day sees 
the ship d r iv in g  ahead. The cold, 
w e t spray is fly in g . The p igs lie  to ­
ge ther sh ive ring  lik e  bowls o f je l­
ly. They are too tired  to  get up off 
the w e t deck. Too tire d  even to 
get up and eat breakfast. They 
lie in  three days accum ula tion  o f 
dung. The stench is te rr if ic . The 
p ig-m an refuses to  d is tu rb  the 
pigs to clean the pen. Phew! W ha t 
a s t in k ! W ith  a tire d  crew  and 
five thousand do lla rs  damage the 
ship a rrived  th ir ty - tw o  hours late. 
The ship could have a rrived  a few  
hours la te r bu t w ith o u t any dam ­
age. W hy  did the cap ta in  d isre­
ga rd  good seamanship and com­
mon sense to endanger the ship, 
cargo and crew ? Pressure fro m  
the office to  m a in ta in  a schedule.

W h a t is th is  schedule th a t m ust 
be kep t a t any cost? Is  i t  a new 
re lig ion ?  A  disease o f the m ind? 
O r ju s t p la in  s tu p id ity ?

Before the depression the upper 
classes flocked to  Europe by the 
thousands. A bysm a lly  ig no ran t of 
the social sciences, they were eas­
ily  taken in  by the lies and hypoc- 
ric ies th a t m ask the ro tte n  social 
s truc tu re  of Europe.

They came back ra v in g  about 
“ th a t w onderfu l m an M ussolin i. 
He makes the tra in s  run  on 
t im e !”  T h is  they repeated lik e  
pa rro ts , u n t il the en tire  boss-class 
believed ‘tra in s  on tim e ’ to  be a 
m odern m iracle.

They proceeded to  pu t th is  
m enta l abe rra tion  in to  practice 
w ith  re lig ious fana tic ism . A ll 
sorts  o f schedules were mapped 
out, w ith  speed the essential fa c ­
to r. Men were driven  nu ts t ry in g  
to m ake eve ry th in g  run on tim e.

Ships were no exception. Cap­
ta ins ashore and a floa t had to 
m a in ta in  schedules o r -else. T h a t 
is w h y  ships are w recked and 
sa ilo rs drowned when capta ins t r y  
to  m ake p o rt in  a fog , cross 
treacherous bars in bad w eather 
and plunge fu l l  speed in to  storm s.

The stench o f pigs and bosses 
ge t in  o u r ha ir.

— S. U. P. No. 3248
4« *  *

(R eprin ted  fro m  the “ W est 
Coast S a ilo r,”  M a rch  1.)

STALIN IN FINLAND
(C ontinued fro m  Page 1)

jo in in g  F in land, C h ris tian  E. Guenther, Swedish F o re ign  M in is te r, 
showed th a t the A llie d  proposal to  send troops to F in lan d  was 
designed m ore fo r  the purpose o f g e ttin g  a t G erm any than to 
assure F in la n d ’s independence. To a ce rta in  exten t G uenther is 
correct. B u t another p r im a ry  m otive  o f the A llie s  in  sending 
troops to F in land  would be to  in f l ic t  a defeat on the Red A rm y , 
i f  possible, and i f  not, to keep S ta lin  busy so th a t he w ould no t be 
in  a position to  help H itle r .

Why Hitler Wanted the Peace
I t  can be presumed th a t no t on ly  d id  H it le r  agree to peace 

between the Soviet U n ion  and F in land  bu t he was a c tu a lly  press­
in g  fo r  it. W hile  his general a im  is to  invo lve  S ta lin  in a m il ita ry  
con flic t w ith  the A llies , he obviously is o f the op in ion tha t, a t th is  
p a rtic u la r mom ent, S ta lin  can be o f g re a te r service to h im  i f  the 
Soviet U n ion is a t peace. He was also anxious to  avoid w a r in 
Sweden, fo r  h o s tilit ie s  there m eant a chance o f hav ing  his supply 
o f iro n  ore and o th e r m a te ria l c u t off.

N o r is he ve ry  anxious to  see S ta lin  entrench h im se lf too 
s tro n g ly  in  the B a ltic , fo r  he realizes th a t  any increase in  the 
defensive s treng th  o f the Soviet U n ion  makes his fu tu re  task  a ll 
the more d ifficu lt. However, his a ll- im p o rta n t problem  is to defeat 
the A llies . He is p e rfe c tly  w illin g  to g ra n t S ta lin  defensive posi­
tions i f  the reby the N az i w a r m achine can on ly  achieve its  m ain  
purpose a t th is  moment.

What the Soviet Union Lost
I t  would be fo lly  to  deny th a t the defensive position o f the 

Soviet U n ion, in  a m il ita ry  sense, has been strengthened. B u t i t  
would be g re a te r fo lly  no t to rea lize th a t the defense o f the Soviet 
Un ion depends p r im a rily , not upon m il ita ry  s tra teg ic  fac to rs , bu t 
upon the sym pa th y  o f the masses th rou gh ou t the w orld . Through 
the invasion S ta lin  b ro ug h t d isc red it upon the Soviet U n ion ; he 
destroyed the sym pa thy  o f the masses fo r  the Soviet U n ion  and 
tied  them  more f irm ly  to  the c a p ita lis t w o rld . The loss to  the 
Soviet U n ion because o f th a t is fa r  g re a te r than the gains 
achieved in  a m ilita ry -s tra te g ic  way.

No one except the m isled people who b lin d ly  fo llo w  the S ta lin ­
is t pa rties  believed the absurd sta tem ents made by the K re m lin  
th a t F in land  threatened to  invade the Soviet U n ion  and no one 
except those same people believe now th a t the S ov ie t-F inn ish  
peace tre a ty  is a trem endous v ic to ry  fo r  peace, as is cla im ed by 
Moscow and, o f course, by the D a lly  W orker.

I f  and when the A llie d  im p e ria lis ts  should succeed in  defeating  
H it le r  and proceed w ith  s e ttlin g  accounts w ith  S ta lin , o r i f  the 
A llies  should decide to  invade the Soviet U n ion  before de feating  
H itle r , i t  w i l l  be a thousand tim es m ore d iff ic u lt to  arouse the 
masses in opposition to such a w ar. S ta lin  has destroyed the 
fa ith  o f m illio ns  in  the Soviet U n ion  and has once m ore shown 
th a t the S ta lin is t bureaucracy is w eaken ing the Soviet Union.

Stalin Is Not the Soviet Union
M illio n s  o f w o rkers  do no t m ake the d is tin c tio n  th a t should be 

made between the S ta lin is t bureaucracy and the Soviet U nion. 
S ta lin  acts in  the same m anner as H it le r  and fro m  th a t they 
d ra w  the fa lse  conclusion th a t the Soviet U n ion is the same as 
Germ any. We condemned the invasion because we knew  before­
hand th a t no m a tte r w h a t v ic to ries  the Red A rm y  w ould  gain, 
the Soviet U n ion  w ould lose in  the esteem o f the w o rk in g  masses, 
because the masses, repelled by the invasion, w ould tend also to 
become in d iffe re n t o r even hostile  to  the Soviet Union.

B u t we were staunch in  ou r defense o f the Soviet U n ion  and 
favored the v ic to ry  o f the Red A rm y  aga inst the F inn ish  c a p ita l­
is t a rm y  representing  the  im p e ria lis t w o rld . R ecognizing th a t  na­
tiona lized  p ro p e rty  s t i l l  exists in  the S o v ie t U n ion  we m us t de­
fend i t  in  any w a r aga ins t a ca p ita lis t na tion . A ll th a t one has to  
ask is : w h a t would have been the resu lt o f a de feat o f the Red 
A rm y  in  F in land  ? N a tiona lized p ro p e rty  would have been endan­
gered and th a t is w h a t we defend bo th  aga inst im peria lism  and 
aga inst the S ta lin is t bureaucracy.

Has not the S ta lin is t bureaucracy strengthened its e lf because 
o f the v ic to ry  o f the Red A rm y ?  Perhaps, yes, tem po ra rily . B u t 
w ould n o t the Soviet U n ion be in  danger i f  the Red A rm y  had 
been defeated? W e repeat w h a t we have said a thousand tim es. 
The task  o f destroy ing  the S ta lin is t bureaucracy is a  p riv ile ge  
and a d u ty  w h ich  the  w o rke rs  m us t reserve fo r  themselves and 
no t assign to  the  im peria lis ts .

"Stalinist Imperialism" Theory Blasted
How  w ill those pro found theore tic ians— the Socia lis t pa rty , 

the Lovestoneites and th e ir  s im ila rs— ju s t i fy  th e ir  theo ry  o f 
S ta lin is t im p e ria lism ?  U ndoubted ly they w i l l  m ake a ll k inds  of 
g y ra tion s  to show th a t they are correct, bu t anyone who is not 
b linded by ha tred o f S ta lin  can easily see th a t w h a t he is a fte r  
p r im a r ily  is to ob ta in  defensive footholds. I t  is w e ll-n ig h  im pos­
sible to  exp la in  w h a t he has done thus fa r  on the basis o f the 
theory  th a t he has entered in to  a pa rtn e rsh ip  w ith  H it le r  to 
d iv ide  the B r it is h  E m p ire  o r even (some have said i t ! )  the whole 
w orld . O f course people do no t have to  consider fac ts ; the y  can 
le t th e ir  desires and im ag ina tions  run  aw ay w ith  them. B u t then 
these people are no t M arx is ts .

A nd when the Supreme Council o f tne Soviet U n ion w i l l  meet 
i t  w il l undoubtedly nationa lize  in d u s tiy  in  th a t section o f F in land  
ceded to  the Soviet U n ion  by the peace term s. I t  is tru e  th a t th is  
w ill be done in  a bu reaucra tic  m anner and to th a t ex te n t i t  is 
no t w h a t we w ant. B u t as aga inst p e rm itt in g  in d u s try  to rem a in  
under cap ita lism , even bu reaucra tic  na tion a liza tio n  is progressive. 
L e t the m iddle-class dem ocrats how l about “ S ta lin is t im p e ria l­
ism ,”  b u t M a rx is ts  w i l l  continue to m ake a d is tin c tio n  between 
im peria lism  and a degenerated w o rke rs ’ sta te  w h ich, when i t  
annexes te r r ito ry , takes p ro p e rty  away fro m  im p eria lism  and 
na rrow s the base o f w o rld  im peria lism .

No one can say w ith  c e rta in ty  when and under w h a t condi­
tions the Soviet U n ion  w il l  find  its e lf  a t w a r. A ll th a t  ou r p a rty  
states is : whenever the Soviet U n ion w i l l  be a t w a r w ith  any 
c a p ita lis t c o u n try  we sha ll ca ll upon the w o rke rs  o f the w o rld  to 
defend i t  because in  do ing so we are defending the f ir s t  conquest 
o f the W orld  R evolution. F o r w o rkers  everywhere the m ain en­
emy is im peria lism . The w o rkers  m us t do th e ir  u tm ost to  de­
s tro y  the power o f the S ta lin is t bureaucracy precisely in  o rder to 
defend the Soviet U n ion  m ost e ffective ly .

Centrism Did Its 
B it During the 
Soviet-Finn War

B y  P A U L  G. S TE V E N S
Am ong th e cen tris ts  today un ited in  the so- 

called " In te rn a tio n a l F ro n t A ga in s t W a r"  ( B r i t ­
ish Independent Labo r P a rty , Lovestoneites, 
F rench P.S.O.P., D u tch R evo lu tionary  S ocia lis t 
Labor P a rty , e tc .), the S ov ie t-F inn ish  con flic t has 
b rough t to the fo re  the deep con trad ic tions  w h ich  
have been la te n t am ong them  fo r  years.

Thus we read in  the G erm an ed ition  o f the 
“ F ro n t ’s”  in fo rm a tio n  bu lle tin  (Jan ua ry  1940): 
“ A m ong adherents o f the  I.F .A .W . who have had 
an o p p o rtu n ity  to discuss the question there are 
d ive rg en t views w ith  regard to the cha racte r 
o f the present regim e in  the Soviet U n ion .”  Some 
consider it ,  we are to ld , as s t i l l  re ta in in g  the 
cha rac te r o f a "p rogressive w o rke rs  s ta te .”  O th ­
ers, th a t i t  is no longer a w o rke rs  state, th a t 
the bureaucracy is a new e xp lo itin g  class and 
th a t the re fo re  the w o rkers  should be fo r  its  de­
feat.

Some regard  as m otives fo r  the w a r: the de­
sire to s treng then  the defense o f Len ing rad  and 
to  find  o th e r m ilita ry -s tra te g ic  guarantees fo r  
defense aga ins t G erm any as w e ll as the A llie s —  
w ith o u t excusing in  the least S ta lin ’s procedure 
in  rea liz ing  these m otives. O thers th in k  th a t the 
invasion o f F in land  is p a rt o f a g re a t p lan o f 
conquest agreed upon by "B e rlin -M oscow  im ­
pe ria lism .”

Some reca ll the cou n te r-re vo lu tion a ry  charac­
te r  o f the F inn ish  bourgeoisie under M anner- 
heim. O thers regard  the “ resistance o f the F in ­
nish people aga inst the Russian a tta c k  as a p ro ­
gressive na tiona l w a r” . They believe th a t “ the 
F inn ish  p ro le ta r ia t m ust p a rtic ip a te  a c tiv e ly  in 
the defense o f F inn ish  indeepndence, m a in ta in in g  
th e ir  class independence in  do ing th is, and de­
s ire  the de feat o f the Red A rm y .”

A f te r  se ttin g  fo r th  th e existence o f the d ive r­
ge n t views in  its  ranks, the I.F .A .W . presents a 
reso lu tion w h ich  conta ins the fo llo w in g  m ain 
po in t: “ Regardless o f ou r op in ions about the 
cha rac te r o f the  present Russian s ta te  ( ! )  and 
the m otives fo r  its  invasion o f F in land, th a t the 
methods em ployed by S ta lin  aga ins t the F inn ish  
people m ust be condemned and a ttacked  as coun­
te r-re v o lu tio n a ry  . . . the Russian w o rke rs  can 
no t the re fo re  be fo r  the v ic to ry  o f the Russian 
( ! )  A rm y  in F in land, bu t m ust desire the im m e­
d ia te  cessation o f the w ar. F o r a peace w ith o u t 
annexations! F o r the im m edia te w ith d ra w a l o f 
Russian troops fro m  occupied te r r ito r ie s !”  etc., 
etc.

How Do They Do It?
How anyone who s t i l l  regards Soviet Russia 

as a w o rke rs  s ta te  and considers M annerhe im ’s 
F in lan d  as an ou tpost o f w o rld  im peria lism  can 
cons is ten tly  be “ aga inst the v ic to ry  o f the Red 
A rm y "  in  a s trugg le  between the tw o  is no t ex­
plained. N o r can i t  be explained. F o r the cen­
tr is ts  are here t r y in g  to  reconcile tw o  opposing 
class po in ts o f view.

H ow  untenable th is  position is has been re ­
vealed by subsequent events. W h ile  the Janua ry  
reso lu tion  s tra ined  its e lf to  avoid cha rac te riz ing  
the Soviet U n ion  in  the te rm in o lo gy  o f M arx ism , 
and in o rder to  avo id com m itm ents, speaks o f 
the “ Russian”  s ta te  and the "R ussian”  a rm y  a 
reso lu tion published by the same people in  Feb­
ru a ry  th row s a ll cau tion  to  the w inds in  th is  
respect.

In  "Independent News” , the E ng lish  language 
b u lle tin  o f the I.F .A .W . fo r  F ebruary , we read 
som eth ing e n tire ly  d iffe re n t: "B y  appealing to 
the a rgum en t o f ‘s tra te g ic  advantage’ as a ju s ­
tif ic a tio n  fo r  a w anton a tta c k  aga inst a sm all 
neighbor, S ta lin is t Russia puts its e lf  in  the cate­
go ry  o f im p e ria lis tic  powers. . . .’’

Logical Result of Their Theory
W hoever says “ A ”  m ust say “ B ’ . H a v in g  d is­

covered th a t Soviet Russia is an im p e ria lis t state, 
the I.F .A .W . now finds: “ Because we sincere ly be­
lieve in  the p rinc ip les o f na tiona l se lf-de te rm ina­
tion , because we recognize the d isastrous effects 
o f S ta lin 's  invasion fro m  the s tandpo in t no t on ly  
o f the F inn ish  people bu t also o f the Russian 
people and o f the in te rn a tio n a l w o rk in g  class 
gene ra lly  we sym path ize w ith  the  F inn ish  s tru g ­
gle aga ins t the  Russian invader. O f th a t the re  
can be no doub t.”

The new line  pe rm its  th e ir  A m erican  section 
(the  Lovestoneites) and the D u tch  (Sneevliet) 
to  how l in  chorus w ith  the bourgeois press 
aga inst “ Soviet im p e ria lism ”  and to  id e n tify  the 
C om m unist P a r ty  w ith  the G erm an-A m erican 
Bund, and to  ca ll fo r  funds to  be sent to  F in ­
nish “ labor o rgan iza tions” , th a t is, to  the social 
dem ocracy w h ich  is in one bloc w ith  M annerheim . 
However, i t  does not ye t p reven t the S cottish 
Independent Labor P a r ty  fro m  adop ting  a reso lu­
t io n  w h ich  goes aga inst the g ra in  o f th is  whole 
line : the la tte r, adopted a t a conference on Jan ­
ua ry  20-21 says:

“ T h is  conference, rev iew ing  the events w h ich  
led up to  the present s itu a tio n  in  F in land , con­
demns the fo re ign  p o licy  o f the Russian govern­
ment.

"W e w a rn  the w orkers, however, to be on 
guard  aga inst the in tensive propaganda in  w h ich  
w o rld  cap ita lism  seeks to  canalize op in ion aga inst 
Russia. . . .

“ We the re fo re  resolve to  oppose the fo rm a tio n  
o f a c a p ita lis t b lock aga inst Russia and consider 
th a t we can best assist the w o rke rs  and peasants 
o f Russia by concen tra ting  our energies against 
the ca p ita lis t, im p e ria lis t enem y a t home.”

The F inn ish -S ov ie t w a r is concluded. B u t the 
im p e ria lis t w a r goes on. In  th is  w ar, the class 
lines come bo ld ly  to  the fo re fro n t. W ith in  the 
w o rke rs ’ camp, in  th is  w a r, is  the Soviet U n ion  
wh ich, despite S ta lin  and his degenerated bureau­
cracy, s t i l l  re ta ins  the m a in  economic conquests 
o f the O ctober revo lu tion . A n y  a tte m p t to  s lu r 
over th is  fa c t, any a tte m p t to  find com prom ise 
fo rm u las  th a t reconcile tw o  opposing class a t t i ­
tudes, are bound to  s h a tte r on the rocks o f l iv ­
in g  re a lity . T h a t is w h y  cen trism  is doomed to 
d is in te g ra tio n . T h a t is w h y  one w in g  o f the I.F . 
A .W . m ust o f necessity go over to  the cam p of 
the treacherous social democracy. T h a t is w h y  
another w in g  m ust approach ever closer the posi­
tions o f the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l. The actions o f 
the Lovestoneites, Sneevliet and com pany, on 
the one hand, and o f the  S cottish  I.L .P . on the 
other, are m ere ly  po rte n ts  o f th is  trend .
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FIGHT W ITH THE SOCIALIST 
WORKERS PARTY FOR:

1. A job and a decent living for every worker.
2. Open the Idle factories— operate them under 

workers’ control.
8. A Twenty-Billion dollar Federal public works 

and housing program.
4. T h irty -th irty — $30-\veekly minimum wage— 30- 

hour weekly maximum for all workers on all jobs.
5. T h irty  dollar weekly old-age and disability 

pension.
6. Expropriate the Sixty Families.
7. A ll w ar funds to the unemployed,
8. A  people’s referendum on any and all wars.
9. No secret diplomacy.

Hi. An independent Labor Party.
11. W orkers’ Defense Guards against vigilante and 

Fascist attacks.
12. Full social, political and economic equality for

the Negro people.

The CIO on the FBI
At long last the Congress o f Industrial Organ­

izations lias taken cognizance of the union-bust­
ing activities of Roosevelt’s Gestapo, the Fed­
eral Bureau of Investigation. The March 18 is­
sue of the CIO News carries a full-page blast 
against Roosevelt's secret police.

Yet both the form and the content of this at­
tack as it appears in the CIO News is of more 
than passing significance. The articles appear as 
signed news stories by two CIO  newspapermen, 
reporting in semi-editorial fashion testimony 
given at hearings on the F B I before a Congres­
sional appropriations committee and statements 
on the FB I by Senator Norris and various lib­
eral newspapers. There is no official statement 
o f the CIO itself or of any of its leading spokes­
men on the F B I or on the Washington hearings. 
In this manner, the CIO leadership continues to 
avoid any definite public commitment.

Secondly, the articles are strangely abstract. 
They correctly state that the F B I “ . . . is really 
directed at organized labor. . .”  but the F B I ac­
tivities to which they refer are: finger-printing 
industrial workers, compiling an index of sub­
versive individuals, inviting snooping reports on 
activities and opinions of neighbors, and similar 
exploits. The M A IN  anti-labor activities o f the 
F B I during the last year are not mentioned by 
so much as a w o rd !

Not a word on the prosecution o f the Minne­
apolis W P A  strikers, which was prepared by 
F B I agents acting as agent s-provocateur— dis­
guised as strikers. Not a word about the FBI 
frameup against the Sioux City, Omaha and Des 
Moines teamsters. Not a word about the recent 
FB I raid on the New York teamsters. Not a 
word on the hundreds o f cases organized by order 
o f the FB I's  parent, the Department o f Justice, 
against the A F L  building trades unions, or its 
case against Joseph Ryan, the A F L  longshore­
men’s leader. In short, not a word about the FB I 
attacks which are ripping into every section of 
the AFL.

Why is the CIO silent on the actual, current 
attempts to undermine and destroy a vital sec­
tion of the American labor movement? Can it 
be inferred from this deliberate omission that 
CIO leaders, in flagrant disregard of the wishes 
of their own rank and file, are w illing to stand 
by and do nothing and say nothing while the 
government savagely persecutes a “ riva l”  union? 
Are the methods of the F B I any less anti-labor 
because they are directed against “ rivals’ ’ ? Do 
the CIO leaders nurture the secret hope that the 
anti-labor government w ill clear the field for 
them of their union “ rivals” ?

There is no information on their attitude—  
only these sinister indications and their tacit co­
operation in the Arnold drive against building 
union officials. The CIO rank and file must be 
w-arned. I f  Lewis and Co. are toying with sui­
cidal notions of using the FB I against the A F L  
they are playing with fire. The day after— and 
probably before— the G-Men finish their union- 
busting work in the A F L, they w ill move in on 
the CIO. The truth is that the government of 
bankers and industrialists in Washington, head­
ed by Roosevelt, are much more concerned with 
smashing or domesticating the unions in the ba­
sic industries, auto, steel, rubber, coal, etc.— all 
CIO  affiliates— than in crushing the A F L . I f  it 
is true— and it is, a thousand times over— that

the F B I is aiming its artillery primarily against 
the labor movement, what justification have the 
CIO leaders for not speaking up when the first 
shells have already fallen in the camp of the 
A FL?

It  is a good sign that the CIO has finally ob­
served the activities of F B I aircraft overhead. 
Now what are the CIO leaders going to do 
about it?

The Paris Commune
What happened in Paris on Monday— it w’as 

March 18, the sixty-ninth anniversary of the 
creation of the Paris Commune— ?We scanned 
all the dispatches, but not a word had got past 
Daladier’s censorship. But who, knowing the 
French proletariat, can believe that the anniver­
sary of the Commune was not commemorated ? 
In the darkest days o f “ national unity”  during 
the last W orld War, when democratic illusions 
were far more pervasive than today, there were 
hundreds, of thousands in 1914 and milions in 
1918 who observed the day. And on May Sun­
day throughout the day a procession of workers 
wended their way to Pere Lachaise cemetery and 
there gazed on the Wall of the Federáis, where 
French “ democracy” perpetrated its greatest 
massacre o f the Communards.

Remembering OUR heroic dead, the revolu­
tionary martyrs who died for the W orld Social­
ist Republic, who died in the only war worth 
fighting and dying for, the workers of Paris were 
thereby remembering what is to he done.

To commemorate the Commune is to con­
demn as traitors to the working class the Leon 
Blums and Jouhaux, the “ socialists” and trade 
union bureaucrats who clasp the hand of Dal- 
adier in “ national unity” against the “ Prus­
sians."

For in 1871 the Prussians held the gates of 
Paris after a victorious war. The bourgeoisie 
called fo r "national unity" so that France might 
recover . . . for another war. In the name of 
national unity they attempted to disarm the Par­
isian working class which had armed itself dur­
ing the war. For to the bourgeoisie. Paris in 
arms was the revolution— it had been that in 
1792, 1830, 1848. This time the bourgeoisie did 
not have its way; the masses of Paris answered 
them by establishing the Commune.

Those renegades from Marxism, the “ social­
ist" worshippers of legality at any price— they 
call it “ democratic socialism” — have a hard time 
re-moulding M arx in their image. The Commune 
stands between them and Marx. Fie called it the 
work o f “ our party.”  In its justification he wrote 
The C ivil War in  France. The Commune, he 
declared, “ w ill be for ever celebrated as the g lori­
ous harbinger of a new society.”  Explain that 
away, Messrs. Norman Thomas and James 
Oneal! M arx had a name for their kind : “ par­
liamentary cretins.”

The Social-Democrats have tried to reduce 
the meaning o f the Paris Commune to a con­
fused clash forced upon the workers, the revolu­
tionary structure and legislation o f the Com­
mune being explained away as desperate defen­
sive measures having no permanent significance 
for the international working class. But Marx 
and Engels declared that the Commune had 
taught them “ the finally discovered political form 
under which the emancipation of labor could take 
place.”

What that political form was, Engels sharply 
reminded the German socialists on the twentieth 
anniversary o f the Commune;

“ O f late the Social-Democratic philistine has 
once more been filled with wholesome terror at 
the words: Dictatorship o f the Proletariat. Well 
and good, gentlemen, do you want to know what 
this dictatorship looks like? Look at the Paris 
Commune. That was the Dictatorship o f the 
Proletariat."

In accordance with their pseudo-left turn, the 
Stalinists have been celebrating the Commune. 
What a travesty! Stalin is as alien to the Com­
mune as is Leon Blum. Not only because, like 
Blum, he was yesterday embracing the Dal- 
adiers.

We quote Engels on the lessons of the Com­
mune :

“ The working class must, on the one hand, 
do away with all the old repressive machinery 
previousy used against it, and on the other, safe­
guard itself against its own deputies and o ffi­
cials, by declaring them all, ;without .exception, 
subject to recall at any moment. . . . And in the 
second place, all officials, high or lo7L\ were paid 
only the wages received by other workers.”

Stalin celebrates the Commune! Stalin, who 
can recall anybody but cannot himself lx  re­
called; whose “ elections”  are a replica of H itle r’s 
plebiscites; who more than a decade ago abol­
ished on behalf o f the parasitic bureaucracy the 
rigid rule which prevailed under Lenin and 
Trotsky that no Communist could receive more 
than a stipulated wage equivalent, as in the Com­
mune, to that of the skilled worker.

Revolutionary struggle and workers’ democ­
racy— these two aspects sum up the meaning of 
the Commune. To these we remain faithful. For 
us the Commune is not the occasion for a per­
functory festival but the living sinew o f our 
daily work and thought.

A Soberly-Compiled History 
O f Kuusinen’s 'People s Gov’t’

By R U T H  JE F F R E Y

A ll d u rin g  the F inn ish  W a r 
there was, according to  the Daily  
W orker and the rest o f Moscow's 
press, a People’s G overnm ent of 
F in land. I t  pleases us to  compile 
fo r  po s te rity  the Daily W orker 
day-by-day H is to ry  o f the Peo­
ple’s G overnm ent o f F in land.

Dec. 2: One week a fte r  “ the 
provocative f ir in g  on Soviet 
troops by F inn ish  a rm y un its  s ta ­
tioned on the Is thm us o f K a re lia " 
(D a ily  W orker, Nov. 27), “ A  F in ­
nish People’s G overnm ent was es­
tab lished in  the town o f T e r ijo k i 
in  eastern F in land under the 
leadership o f O tto  Kuusinen, ve t­
eran F inn ish  w o rk in g  class lead­
er. The f irs t  ac t o f the new gov­
ernm ent was to  p roc la im  its  p ro ­
g ram  fo r  a free and sovereign 
and independent D em ocra tic  Re­
pub lic  o f F in land. . . . Represen­
ta tives  o f several L e ft pa rties  and 
F inn ish  troops who had rebelled 
against the an ti-S ov ie t w a r o f the 
F inn ish  ru lin g  class m et in T e ri- 

i jo k i and agreed on fo rm a tio n  of 
the regim e. . . .  In  the c r it ic a l 
s itu a tio n  caused by the an ti-S o v i­
et w ar, says the governm ent p ro­
c lam ation, ’the w ide masses of 
the F inn ish  to ilin g  people ■ • ■ 
consider i t  th e ir  e lem entary r ig h t  
and th e ir  sacred d u ty  to take the i 
fa te  o f the fa the rlan d  in to  th e ir  
own re liab le  hands.”

Dec. 3: (fron t-pa ge  s tream er 
headline)

“USSR, Finn Peoples Gov’t. 
Pledge M utual A id; Soviet Cedes 
Karelia.”

Dec. 4: “ Revision o f the fro n ­
tie rs  between the Soviet Union 

I and F in land, provided fo r  in  the 
tre a ty  signed w ith  the People's 
G overnm ent o f F in land, was o ffi­
c ia lly  announced today.”  Soviet 
K a re lia  became p a rt o f F in land.

Dec. 5: The Soviet governm ent 
refuses an offer, transm itte d  
th rough  Sweden, fo r  new nego ti­
ations w ith  the R y t i governm ent 
o f F in land, on the ground tha t the 
Soviet governm ent o n ly  recog­
nizes in F in land  the existence o f 
the People’s Government.

Dee. 9: “ G reetings to  the Peo­
ple's G overnm ent o f F in land  have 
been adopted a t numerous mass 
m eetings in  the libe ra ted  pa rts  of 
F in land .”

Dee. 11: "The People’s A rm y  of 
the D em ocra tic  Republic o f F in ­

land is now engaged, w ith  the 
aid  o f the c iv ilia n  popu lation, in 
c learing  populated centers o f 
Schutzcorps officers, w reckers 
and W h ite  Guards. The People's 
A rm y  men look splendid and are 
w e ll arm ed.”

Dec. 15: (A  headline)
“U.S. F IN N S  VO W  SUPPO RT

FOR P E O P LE ’S G OV’T ”

Dec. 17: The Soviet G overn­
m ent quotes to  the League o f N a ­
tions its  pact w ith  the People’s 
G overnm ent o f F in land, w h ich  
“ insures peace.”

Dec. 21: The D.W’ . denies th a t 
there is any t ru th  in the N . Y. 
T im es s to ry  o f Dec. 20, w h ich 
te lls  o f “ the People’s A rm y  of 
F in la n d ” using medieval un ifo rm s 
w h ich  came from  a museum. The 
D.W . says: “ W ho ever heard o f a 
museum con ta in ing  enough u n i­
fo rm s -  a ll o f them  over 200 years 
o ld !—to  o u tfit  an a rm y ? "

Dee. 21: (S ta lin  had a b ir th ­
day).

“ K U U S IN E N  H A IL S  
S T A L IN  IN  N A M E  
O F F IN N  P E O P L E "

Dec. 29:
“ F inn  People’s A rm y  H a ils  

S ta lin  As F irs t Defender o f F ree­
dom”

Jan. 7: (A  b iography)
"W ho is O tto  Kuusinen, the 

P rem ier and Fore ign M in is te r o f 
the People’s G overnm ent. . . . ?

“ W ho is th is  F inn ish  leader who 
signed . . .  a tre a ty  . . . w ith  M o l­
otov. . . ?”

Jan 14: Paavo Prokkenen, 
"M in is te r fo r  K a re lia n  A ffa irs ”  
praises S ta lin  fo r  sending sup­
plies to  "F in n is h  tow ns freed by 
the Red A rm y .”

Jan. 19: (Head line)
"Finnish People Create a New- 

Life Behind Red Arm y Lines”
“ The w o rk  o f the People's Gov­

ernm ent is d ifficu lt, but is earn ing 
thanks. I t  is c rea ting  a new coun­
t r y  in the m ids t o f innum erable 
d ifficu lties. The shoots o f the new 
life  are being n u rtu re d .”

Jan. 22: “ Despite harsh censor­
ship . . . news is leak ing  ou t of 
g ro w in g  mass support w h ich  is 
be ing given d ire c tly  and in d ire c t­
ly  to  the D em ocra tic  People’s 
G overnm ent of F in land, headed 
by O tto  Kuusinen."

Feb. 4: "V e ry  im p o rta n t th ings 
are ta k in g  place in  Eastern F in ­
land, w h ich  has been libera ted 
by the Red A rm y  and the Peo­
p le ’s F inn ish  A rm y . In  the v i l­
lages o f Salm i and Suo jaervi one 
can see the new life  b rough t to 
the inhab itan ts . . . .  As ye t both 
villages are bu t sparsely popu la t­
ed . .  . (b u t)  each d is tr ic t  has a 
representative o f the People’s 
G overnm ent o f F in land. . . .”

Feb. 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, I I ,  12, 13, 
14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 
23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29; M arch 
1, 2—N oth ing .

M ar. 3: “ In  December 1939 the 
newspaper Kansan V a lta  (Peo­
ple's Pow er) began pub lica tion  in 
the libera ted d is tr ic ts  o f F in land. 
E ve ry  num ber o f th is  paper, o f by 
and fo r  the F inn ish  people, pub­
lished by the People’s G overn­
m en t . . . discusses p ra c tica l ac­
t iv it ie s  ' o f the People's G overn­
m ent and the cu ltu ra l and eco­
nom ic construction  in  the coun­
t r y . ”

M ar. 8: (A  fron t-p age  fea tu re  
a rtic le ).

"A s  the F inn ish  W h ite  Guards 
to tte r  to  th e ir  fa ll, le t us take a 
look a t the old and the new ru l­
ing  classes o f F in land, as person­
ified by F ie ld M arsha! Baron 
C arl Gustave von M annerheim  
and O tto  Kuusinen.

"The F inn ish  people know  both 
of these men. . . . They know 
Kuusinen, the friend  o f Lenin and 
S ta lin . . . . F inn ish  w o rkers  o f | 
New Y o rk  te ll m any stories o f 
th e ir  hero, Kuusinen. . . ."

M ar. 9: V ery  in c iden ta lly , in 
any ed ito ria l, he is term ed “ O tto  
Kuusinen, head o f the P rovis iona l 
People’s Government o f demo­
c ra tic  F in la n d .”

M ar. 13: "P E A C E  IN  F IN ­
L A N D !”  Across the f ro n t page, 
the te x t o f the peace trea ty , be­
g inn ing : “ The peace tre a ty  be­
tween the USSR and the Republic 
o f F in lan d ." W h a t happened to 
the peace tre a ty  between the 
USSR ami the People's G overn­
m ent of F in land  is not m entioned, 
tha t day o r any other.

M ar. 20: “ The economic and 
c u ltu ra l life  o f the c ity  o f V ib o rg  
is under the supervision o f the 
representative o f the Len ingrad  
Regional Soviet, Borisov.”

Organized Unemployed 
Force Gains In  F lin t

(Continued from  Page 1)
This is the first tim e in the last, couple of years that an un­

employed union has actually made the local relief officials talk  
turkey, and like it. W elfare Adm inistrator Van Geison has made
a name for himself as “F lin t’s^-------------------------------------------------------
L ittle  H itle r” and over and over 
again had declared he would nev­
er meet w ith  union committees.

But today he not only met w ith  
a union committee, while two 
hundred shouting, singing union 
members jammed the outer of­
fices, but made a regular appoint­
m ent to  see the union welfare 
com m ittee in  w eek ly  meetings.

The la test ru lin g  th is  Van Geis­
on had pushed th rough  the W e l­
fa re  Board was one tr ied  in m any 
localities, the confiscation o f l i ­
cense plates o f a ll car owners on 

1 re lie f, fo rb idd ing  w e lfa re  c lients 
to d rive  a car. T h a t was p a rtic u ­
la r ly  serious in th is  auto c ity  
where o the r fo rm s o f tra n sp o rta ­
tion  are p ra c tic a lly  non-existent.

The union de m o n s tra to rs1 
forced h im  to  back down on th is  
ru lin g  ,and have assurance tha t 
license plates o f union members 
w ill be returned, a fte r  the fo r ­
m a lity  o f presenting th e ir  cases 
as grievances has been observed.

Previous to th is  dem onstra tion 
the w e lfa re  departm ent refused 
to g ive any m edical aid to clients. 
Now  i t ’s a d iffe re n t s to ry , and 
a ll due to  the action  o f the un­
ion members.

This is only one in a series of 
successful actions recently car­
ried out by the W P A -C IO  un­
ion. U n til today all the fire of 
the union has been turner] on 
the W P A  administration. In  a 
rapid-fire campaign of five or 
six weeks of fighting, the un­
ion has succeeded in taming  
and training the W P A  officials. 
The city administration has 
been forced to dig into its cof­
fers and sponsor a half dozen 
new W PA projects, never 
thought of before the pressure 
of the unemployed was put on.

Now the first gun in the 
campaign to whip the local re­
lief administration into line has 
been fired, and it  h it the m ark.

The dem onstra tion  began a t 
10:00 a.m., and g ra du a lly  gained 
m om entum . A  p icke t line  o f a 
hundred men and women braved 
a snow s to rm  to  m arch up and 
down outside the W elfa re  bu ild ­

ing. Across the street, fro m  the 
w indows o f the 12-block-long Bu- 
ick  p lan t, hundreds o f au to w o rk ­
ers looked on and cheered th e ir  
unemployed bro thers on, m any

jo in in g  in  the s ing ing  o f “ S o li­
d a r ity ”  w ith  th e ir  fe llo w  CIO 
members who were ou t in  the 
cold in m ore w ays than  one.

Van Geison, the re lie f adm in is­
tra to r , was hung in  effigy, and a 
b lack coffin was carried  com m em ­
o ra tin g  those who have starved 
w h ile  General M oto rs  has piled 
up its  p ro fits  o f hundreds o f m il­
lions o f do lla rs every year. P ick ­
et signs carried  such slogans as 
"B read  not B u lle ts ” , “ A ll W ar 
Funds to  the U nem ployed” . E s­
pec ia lly  popu lar was the slogan 
one sign bore, “ General M otors 
has locked us ou t . . . Demand the 
30 hour week a t 40 hours’ pay".

Lovestone Weeps 
W ith P ity fo r  
The Bankers

By JO SEPH H A N S E N
In  his a rtic le  published in the M arch 2 issue o f the 

W orkers Age, offic ia l organ o f the Lovestoneites, M r. 
G raham  places the label "T ro ts k y ite  Super-'Ham -and- 
Eggs P lan upon the emergency demands w h ich  the 
Socia list W orke rs  P a r ty  suggests the labo r m ovem ent 
m ake upon Congress. These demands include the fo l­
low ing  im m edia te le g is la tio n : $10,000,000,000 fo r  the 
unemployed, a 30-houy week a t m in im um  pay o f $30, 
d is a b ility  and old age pensions o f $30 a week, and 
$3,000,000,000 fo r  the youth.

Such demands, c la im s M r. G raham , are no t feasible 
under cap ita lism  and there fore should no t be raised 
by the labo r movem ent. He a ttem p ts  to prove th is  by 
po in ting  to the na tiona l income and the federal income 
and then deducing th a t these sums are no t la rge 
enough to c a rry  ou t the demands o f the suggested 
p togram . Such argum ents, we note in  passing, arc 
the stock in trade o f a ll the a tto rneys  o f the ca p ita lis t 
system  fro m  the Cham ber o f Commerce r ig h t  down 
to the m ost m iserable p e ttifo g g in g  labor lieu tenan t 
o f W a ll S treet.

(M i.  G raham  draw s the m ora l th a t our suggesting 
such demands ind ica tes “ again and once again the 
S ta lin is ts  and T ro ts k y is ts  have som eth ing in com­
mon - an unprin ic ip led  and dem agogic appeal to  the 
backwardness and illus ions o f the masses." T h is  from  
the Lovestoneites who w h ite  washed the Moscow
T ria ls  and who a rc  now shou ting  th a t i t  is possible__
under c a p ita lis m !— to “ Keep A m erica  O ut o f W a r." )

A re  these em ergency demands feasib le? Is  there 
not enough w ealth  ava ilab le  in the U n ited  S tates to 
provide food, c lo th ing , shelter, and jobs fo r  everyone 
im m ed ia te ly  ? Le t us see.

It Can Be Done!
I f  i t  is m ere ly  a question of ra is ing  the na tiona l in ­

come o r of p ro v id in g  the necessary funds w h ich  M r. 
G raham  believes the present federa l income could not 
provide ( under the present tax  s tru c tu re  con tro lled by 
W a ll S tree t), hero are some p ra c tica l proposals wh ich 
i f  carried  out would im m ed ia te ly  make possible not 
on ly  the g ra n tin g  o f the above em ergency demands 
b u t fa r  b igger and m ore im p o rta n t needs o f the pov­
e rty -s tr ic k e n  levels o f the populace:

(1) Open the id le fac to ries  and run them  a t fu ll 
capacity , p ro v id ing  jobs fo r  a ll the unem ployed in 
p roductive  enterprises a t trade union wages. Th is 
would im m ed ia te ly  raise the na tiona l income, about 
w h ich  M r. G raham  w orries, to  m any tim es its  present 
figure. True, some o f the coupon-clippers m ig h t have 
to take a fa c to ry  job, bu t w h a t they los t in  dividends 
fro m  th e ir  stock w ould be made up hundreds o f tim es 
over by w h a t the w o rkers  gained in  wages. A nd  who, 
aside fro m  the Lovestoneites, would concern them ­
selves about the w h in in g  ob jections o f the s tockho ld­
ers who now live  by e xp lo itin g  and p lundering  the 
poor ?

(2) E x p ro p ria te  the  p a ra s itic  S ix ty  F am ilies  who 
now dom inate and con tro l the n a tio n ’s indus tries  and 
w ho opera te them  fo r  th e ir  p riva te  benefit a t the ex­
pense o f the rest o f the popu lation. T h is  w ou ld  im ­
m ed ia te ly  provide fa r  m ore than the am ount o f funds 
necessary to c a rry  ou t the proposed em ergency p ro­
g ra m — thus answ ering the Lovestoneite  ob jection th a t 
the federa l income is inadequate to  supply the funds 
we ca ll fo r. T rue, the S ix ty  Fam ilies  would find i t  
som ewhat d is ta s te fu l b u t again who, aside fro m  the 
Lovestoneites, feels any tenderness fo r  these com ­
p le te ly  useless and decayed a ris to c ra ts  o f h igh  soci­
e ty?

(3) Run the national industries under the control 
of factory committees elected by the workers. I f  the
w o rkers  themselves con tro lled  the industries, even 
though they  were s t i l l  “ owned" by the cap ita lis ts  
they could be trus ted  to  see to i t  th a t the p roductive  
system was run  a t m axim um  effic iency and th a t a ll 
the secret bookkeeping, the secret deals, the sw indles 
and frauds  w h ich  now bleed the enterprises o f the na­
tion  would be ended. U nde r th is  con tro l, the w orkers  
could even guarantee th e ir  fo rm e r bosses $30 a week 
( i f  they w orked 30 hours a week) o r a pension o f $30 
a week i f  they  were old o r  disabled. U nder such con­
tro l o f in d u s try  by the w o rke rs  the re  w ou ld  be a t re ­
mendous leap in  production  th a t would im m ed ia te ly  
raise the n a tion a l income and the federa l income fa r  
above the present figures.

A n y  one o f the above three proposals, o r  a ll three 
taken together, i f  carried  out, would provide the 'an­
swer to M r. G raham 's ob jections th a t the re  aren ’t  
enough funds available. A nd as a s ta rte r, ju s t to  re ­
lieve the w o rs t cases now a w a itin g  the pleasure o f the 
re lie f au tho ritie s , how about the ap p ro x im a te ly  $18,- 
000,000,000 in pure go ld  now ly in g  id le in  the vau lts  
a t F o r t  K nox?  W h y  no t p u t th is  m oney to w o rk  re­
lie v in g  human distress? W hy not d is tr ib u te  i t  im ­
m ed ia te ly  as a bonus to the unemployed, the under­
paid, the aged, th e you th , and the disabled w h ile  Con­
gress gets the machine greased to p u t in to  effect the 
proposals w h ich  w ould have a more perm anent effect?

To add up ou r proposed demands on a ca p ita lis t 
adding m achine as the Lovestoneites have done— in 
an a tte m p t to prove sole ly on the basis o f the present 
na tiona l income under cap ita lism  in  its  death agony 
and the present ta x  s tru c tu re  as con tro lled  by W’a ll 
S tree t th a t these demands are no t feasib le— is sheer 
blockheadedness, an unprinc ip led  and demagogic ap­
peal to the backwardness and illus ions o f the masses.

The Masses Are Not Doomed!
We cannot agree w ith  the im p lica tion s  o f M r. G ra­

ham ’s a rtic le  th a t the unemployed, the youth, the 
aged, and the disabled are doomed to su ffe r w ith o u t 
hope o f any ga ins w hatsoever u n t il socialism  is se­
cu re ly  established. A  m il ita n t  f ig h t on the p a rt of 
the masses fo r  em ergency appropria tions by the pre­
sent Congress w ould b r in g  g re a te r re tu rns  than even 
those ou tlined  in the p rogram  carried  on o u r fro n t  
page masthead, i f  the m il ita n t  f ig h t  m obilized the 
en tire  w o rk in g  class fo r  the demands.

T h is  program , we are the f ir s t  to  p o in t out, does 
not o ffe r a perm anent solution. W e have never claim ed 
th a t i t  would. O n ly  socialism  can do tha t. O ur en tire  
p rogram  is designed to reach th a t perm anent so lu tion, 
to  provide the oppressed masses w ith  a  p rogram  
w h ich  w il l  show them  the road to  th a t  perm anent 
solution.

B u t there is abso lu te ly  no reason fo r  anyone in  a 
land as rich  as th is  go ing hungry , ill-c lo thed , o r shel­
terless w h ile  the to ile rs  are o rg an iz in g  fo r  socialism . 
Em ergency ap p rop ria tions  by Congress are in  order 
to  relieve th e present na tion -w ide  distress im m edia te­
ly . I t  is h igh  tim e  th a t the labo r m ovem ent p itte d  its  
colossal power in  a s trugg le  fo r  th is  e lem entary r ig h t.

(A  th ird  article on this question w ill appear
next week.)


