
We propose that the regular 1940 session o f tire Congress of the United States shall enact emergency
legislation to put into immediate effect the follow ing:

1 Appropriation of $10,000,000,000 to provide, at once, jobs on housing and other public works projects
for unemployed workers.

2. Amendment of the Wages and Hours Act to provide throughout private industry and public works a 
maximum work week o f 30 hours and a minimum weekly pay o f 30 dollars.

3. 30 dollar weekly old age and disability pensions.
4. Appropriation of $3,000,000,000 to guarantee either maintenance at school or jobs for all voutu.
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ANTI-WAR MOVEMENT GATHERS IN EUROPE
Progressives Gird 
For Convention of 
Needle Workers

AN OPEN LETTER TO JOHN L. LEWIS FROM A FLINT AUTO WORKER:

' We W ant to B a ttle  f o r  30-H our Week, 
Lewis! Have You the Guts f o r  a F igh t? ’

British Unions Vote  
Against Imperialist 
W ar for Colonies

Stalinists Badly 
Defeated In Local, 
Delegate Elections

E lections arc  now ta k in g  place 
in  a ll locals o f the In te rn a tio n a l I 
Ladies G arm ent W orkers  Union 
fo r  local un ion officers and fo r  
delegates to  the com ing national 
convention o f the U n ion to  be 
held in  M ay, 1940 in  New Y o rk  
C ity .

The cu rre n t elections are w i t 
nessing a s p lit fo r  the f ir s t  tim e  
in fo u r years, between the offi
c ia l ad m in is tra tio n  forces o f D a
v id  D ub insky  and the forces of ) 
the Com m unist P a rty . D u rin g  the ' 
en tire  "People's E ro n t"  period, 
since 1935, the S ta lin is ts  were in  
a bloc w ith  the D ub insky  adm in
is tra tio n , p ra is in g  and suppo rt
in g  a ll o f the bu reaucra tic  acts

W ith  the s ig n in g  o f the S ta lin - 
H it le r  Pact, the D ub insky  adm in
is tra tio n  forces launched a b it te r  
a tta c k  aga inst the S ta lin is ts , 
dubbed them  "C om m unazis”  and 
dem onstra tive ly  broke o ff a ll re 
la tions w ith  them.

S ta lin is ts  Losing O ut
The election re tu rn s  thus fa r  

ind ica te a s tin g in g  defeat fo r  a ll 
the "R a n k  and F ile ”  slates o f the 
S ta lin is ts  in the d iffe re n t local 
unions. The S ta lin is ts  lo s t com
p le te ly  in  locals 9, 35, 38, 60, and 
in  local 22, the second la rges t lo 
cal in  the union.

The treachery  o f the S ta lin is ts , 
however, does no t excuse the bu
rea ucra tic  and do -no th ing p o li
cies o f D u b in sky  and his suppo rt
ers. U t il iz in g  the three m on th  pe
riod, w h ich  a llow s a ll union 
groups to free ly  func tion , p r io r  
to each election, the m em bership 
has expressed its  d issa tis fac tion  
w ith  the conduct o f the union and 
has been o rgan iz ing  progressive 
groups in  m any o f the key locals, 
no tab ly  the Independent P rogres
sive G roup  o f Local 22, the In 
dependent group o f local 38, the 
Independent C u tte rs  League o f 
D u b in sky ’s own local union, local 
10, etc.

M ilitan t Cutters 
Publish Union- 
Building Program

A  m il ita n t  p rogram  fo r  adop- I 
tio n  by the fo rth co m in g  na tiona l 
convention o f the In te rn a tio n a l 
Ladies G arm en t W orke rs  U n ion 
was issued recen tly  by the Inde
pendent C u tte rs  League o f Local 
10 o f the In te rn a tion a l.

The seven-point p rogram  is 
contained in  a "C onvention B u l
le t in "  p rin ted  by the League, 
dated M arch, and now being 
w ide ly  c ircu la ted  am ong IL G W U  
w orkers.

“ L .W e  propose the  launch ing  
o f a bold, energetic o rgan iza
tio n  cam paign to  unionize 
every ga rm en t shop in the 
cou n try . We propose the zoning 
o f the coun try , w ith  proper 
wage d iffe re n tia ls  in each zone, 
w ith  a. view  o f g ra d u a lly  b r in g 
in g  up the wages and w o rk in g  
conditions o f the ou t-o f-to w n  
shops to  the union conditions 
p re va ilin g  in  the New Y o rk  
shops.”

The theo ry  th a t the w ay to 
solve the o u t-o f-to w n  com peti
t ive  problem  is to  low er the 
wages and the w o rk in g  condi
tions o f the New Y o rk  w o rkers  
down to the conditions p re va il
ing  in  the o u t-o f-to w n  shops is 
no t on ly  false, b u t i f  p u t in to  
practice, w ou ld  destroy the very 
foundations o f the union o rgan 
iza tion  in New Y o rk  and ou t-o f- 
town. W h a t is necessary is to  
organ ize the outside shops and 
then g ra d u a lly  b ring  them  up 
to the rates and standards o f the 
New Y o rk  shops. N o th in g  less 
w ill do the job

“ 2. W o propose the s tan 
da rd iza tion  o f a ll agreem ents 
to  provide fo r  a s tandard ex
p ira tio n  date.”

The purpose o f th is  second 
po in t is to  do aw ay w ith  the 
present s itu a tio n  where, when a 
s tr ik e  is called in  any lo ca lity , 
buyers have the o p p o rtu n ity  o f 
hav ing  garm ents m anufactured 

(Continued on Page 4)

Behind the Lines
By G EORGE S T E R N  '

Playing once more the classic | 
role of social patriots, six French j 
Socialists have entered the new 
government of Paul Reynaud to 
help make the w ar more palat
able to the workers. This is the 
main purpose behind the change 
of cabinet.

To keep justify ing the regime 
of repression and extreme eco
nomic rigor which he Intro

duced, Daiadier would have 
had to have victories in order 
to counter-act popular mistrust 
and passive resistance to the 
war. There must have been a 
real quickening of the pulse of 
protest th a t explains the act of 
the Socialists in abstaining on 
the confidence vote in Daiadier. 
And there must have been a 
real sense of danger In the 
minds of the war-makers, for 
they decided Daiadier had to 
&o.

Paul Reynaud, instrument of 
French high finance, took over 
the government. He gave three 
portfolios to Socialists, one of 
them the classic post of social- 
patriotic hostages— the M inistry  
of Justice. The M inistry of In fo r
mation was taken over by Ludo- 
vic Oscar Frossard, a form er So
cialist.

Thus under the new dispensa
tion, the repression of all an ti
w ar activ ity and the dissemina
tion of all the lying propaganda 
needed by the bosses to bolster 
up their case for the world 
slaughter w ill be handled by 
men of the “L eft.”

The new government came in 
amid a great show of "opposition” 
from  the extreme Right. The 
rightist group of Louis M arin  and 
the extreme rightist newspapers

lik e  Echo de Paris and P etit Jour
nal denounced i t  as a " le f t ”  gov
ernm ent. One R ig h t is t  newspaper 
l'Ordre, even w en t so fa r  in  eye
w ash ing as to  s ta te  th a t the 
R ig h tis t opposition was based on 
the fa c t  th a t "M . Franco is de 
W endel (the  J.P. M organ  of 
F rance— G.S.) fea rs th a t the So
c ia lis ts  m ay have too g re a t an in
fluence in the cab inet.”

As though any government 
of capitalist France a t war 
could go against the wishes of 
Wendel and his Commite des 
Forges— the powerful combine 
of financiers which really rules 
the country! No, all this R ight
ist opposition is designed to 
create the illusion among the 
workers th a t the workers have 
some stake In this new govern
ment, that i t  is “better” than 
the previous government be
cause it  has Socialists in i t  and 
is opposed by the Right, where
as Daiadier spurned the Social
ists and wan supported by the 
Right.

Reynaud’s fundamental poli
cy cannot differ in any Impor
tan t way from  th a t of Daiadier. 
This goes even for the m atter 
of strategy in  the war. I f  Rey
naud and Chamberlain decide 
on any course of action, Daia
dier w ill be there as French 
w ar minister to help carry It  
out. These changes are not due 
to m atters of external w ar pol
icy but are made w ith an eye 
to the internal situation, which 
is characterized by wholesale 
dissatisfaction, mistrust, cyn
icism, and germinating protests 
against the fu tility  of the com
ing slaughter.

John !.. Lewis 
Chairman, CIO

Dear Brother Lewis:
I'm glad to hear you're coming to F lin t to speak on 

April 7th. It's about time you got a squint at the fightingest 
hunch of CIO men in captivity.

I have been doing some heavy thinking the last few 
weeks and I think I ’ve got some good suggestions to make.

You know, these elections in General Motors are going 
—--------—--------- ;----- ;------—  to be a cinch. Can't even get
How About It, Lewis? a bet at 10 to 1 on the CIO

against the A F L ! But w in
ning the N LR B  elections is 
only the beginning. Then our 
real fight begins.

The boys are in a mood 
for action. No question about 
it. They've got the foremen 
and superintendents jumping 
through hoops, but they’re 
out for bigger game now.

We're sick and tired o f the 
insecurity we've been up 
against these last few years! 
Sometimes we work, some
times we don’t. I f  we make 
six or seven hundred dollars 
a year we’re lucky.

And outside the plant 
gates there’s always a big army of unemployed pressing for 
jobs, jobs jobs. Let me tell you Brother Lewis, these un
employed are a danger, they're a huge potential scab army, 
and the CIO has got to do something about it !

Now it ’s a downright tea party to fix up that part about 
insecurity o f the boys in the plants. We’re going to make 
GM abide by seniority, and how. And we’re going to make 
’em kick in some o f those hundreds of millions o f profits 
they've been hauling away, and raise our year-round in
comes.

But the best way to do something about both our situa
tion in the plants, and help the unemployed at the same 
time, is to light for the 30 hour week at 40 hours pay.

That slogan's been one of the union's "demands" for 
some time now. But nothing is being done about it. The 
union officers are afraid o f it.

Let's not put that demand on the shelf!! Let's make it 
an IM M E D IA T E  demand!

General Motors can afford the 30 hour week at 40 hour 
pay! Sure, it would cut into their profits some, but they've 
been robbing us o f our rights long enough.

GM cleared $183,000,000 in profits in '39. That means 
that old man Dupont clipped $40,000,000 worth of coupons 
and others like him got the rest; all that wealth represents 
the labor and sweat o f CIO men! Let's get some of it back !

In 1937 we did the impossible when we sat down and 
held the plants, and finally marched out a victorious army; 
nobody could lick us then, and nobody can lick us now.

I t ’s time to get out that old spirit of '37, dust it off, and 
start it going again!

Our slogan should be: after the N LR B  victory, a 30 
hour week at 40 hours pay!

How about it, John L. ? Have you got the guts? 1 hope 
you have, because i f  you haven’t, we’ll have to find some
one else who has.

Fraternally yours,
Flint, Mich. Fred, from Fintil Assembly

JAIL ANTI-WAR 
'TROTSKYISTS' 
IN FRANCE

W orker-M ilitants 
Arrested by the 
Banker Gov't

LaGuardia Retreats 
On TW U Contracts

Agrees To Recommend City Honor Union's 
Contracts Pending Court Decisions

OMAHA JOBLESS 
UNITE BLACK- 
AND WHITE

A rre s ts  o f F rench T ro ts k y 
is ts  fo r  a n ti-w a r a c t iv ity  were 
reported in  the fo llo w in g  item , 
published in Le Temps o f Paris, 
Feb. 20:

“ F o llo w in g  an in q u iry  in to  the 
a c t iv ity  o f fo rm e r com m unists 
who, under the name o f the 

F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l, ca rried  on 
a n t i-m ili ta r is t  and re vo lu tio n a ry  
propaganda, the P re jectu re  de 
Police has arrested and sent to 
the m il ita ry  tr ib u n a ls  the ro llow - 
in g  people:

"C harles M argne, post office 
employee, m em ber of the C entra l 
C om m ittee o f the fo rm e r P C I 
( In te rn a tio n a lis t C om m unist 
P a r ty ) :  his w ife , Rose M au re l; 
the Ita lia n  B runo N ard ino, s tu 
dent; M arie  Coste, post office 
employee; M ire ille  P o irie r, nee 
Collorec, teacher o f physica l cu l
tu re  (whose husband was the 
secre ta ry o f the Y ou th  organ iza
tion  o f the PSOP (W orke rs  and 
Peasants S oc ia lis t p a r ty ) ; P ie r
re Roussel, post office employee; 
Suzanne S im kow itch , stenogra
pher; F any  Cysiz, c le rk ; C la ire  
Benaufrere, nee Feygenbaum, 
whose husband, fo rm e r m il ita n t  
o f the P O I (In te rn a tio n a lis t 
W orke rs  P a r ty )  is  a t present 
m ain ta ined  in  the prison o f Fres- 
nes fb r  in c it in g  soldiers to dis
obedience; Rachel Orbach, dress
m aker; Leon G ejyg ie r, f it te r ;  
M inachem  Rosenfeld, f i t te r ;  D a
vid  M lyn a rz , ta ilo r ;  his son 
George; A ndre  Corset, a student; 
and M aurice  G uignet, tu rn e r.”

The extrem e persecution to 
w h ich  ou r F rench m ovem ent is 
subjected and the r ig id  censor
ship m akes i t  im possible fo r  us 
to add any de ta ils  to the Temps 
a rtic le .

M ayo r LaG uard ia  backed away 
fo r  the tim e  being fro m  a show
down ba ttle  w ith  the T ransp o rt 
W orke rs  U n ion  when, a t  a m eet
in g  W ednesday w ith  John L. Lew 
is and T .W .U . officers, the m ayo r 
agreed to recommend th a t the 
c ity  honor the un ion ’s con tracts  
pend ing c o u rt decisions.

The m ayo r’s new stand appar
e n tly  means th a t a ll provisions 
in  the un ion ’s present con tracts  
w ith  the B M T  and the IR T  w ill 
continue in  fo rce  when the c ity  
takes over these tra n s it  lines 
soon. These con tracts  include 
closed-shop provisions.

The new position taken by La 
G uard ia  represented a decided re 
tre a t fro m  the pos ition  he had 
prev ious ly  taken, th a t the c ity  
could not ba rga in  co llec tive ly  in 
the same sense as a  p riva te  em
p loye r and th a t the subways 
when under c ity  ow nersh ip m ust 
be operated on an open shop, no

s tr ik e  basis.
I t  was understood in  union c ir 

cles th a t the c ity  its e lf  would 
take no steps to  question in 
cou rt the le g a lity  o f the c ity ’s 
observance of the con tracts, bu t 
th a t some "ta x p a y e r”  ac tin g  fo r  
the c ity ’s bankers w ould undoubt
ed ly take the issue in to  the 
courts.

Since the S tate C ourt o f A p 
peals has prev ious ly  upheld the 
le g a lity  o f the closed shop in  the 
B.M .T., ru lin g  aga inst a conten
tion  th a t the c ity ’s in te res t in 
the line  m akes such a con tra c t in 
va lid , the union has a s lig h t edge 
in  the next stage o f the fig h t.

B u t i t  can keep th a t edge on ly  
by the same means th a t  forced 
LaG uard ia  to re tre a t— by p re pa r
in g  to f ig h t m il i ta n t ly  fo r  its  
r ig h ts , keeping its  s tr ik e  m ach in
e ry  geared fo r  ac tion  and depend
ing  on its  organized s treng th  and 
no t on s m a rt lawyers.

LYNCH DRIVE AGAINST TROTSKY 
RENEWED BY C.P. IN MEXICO

The Communist party of Mexico, purged of its entire leader
ship by the G.P.U., was geared a t the closing session of its 
“convention” last week to  a renewed campaign against Leon 
Trotsky’s rig ht of asylum.

Andreas Salgado, “president of the Special Control Commis
sion” which purged the party, attacked Mexico’s president 
Cardenas for “perm itting the continued presence of Trotsky  
in Mexico,” the D aily  W orker, M arch 24, reports.

The purged leadership were labelled “Trotskyists”— a fan
tastic invention, since the whole group, led by Hernan Laborde, 
the now-purged general secretary, went to every conceivable 
length to secure the expulsion of Trotsky from  the country 
and, i t  is known, were in direct contact with/ George M ink and 
other G .P.l). assassins sent into the country to make an a t
tem pt on Trotsky.

I f  the efforts of this previous group are -now considered to 
have been pro-Trotsky, one* can imagine the desperate moves 
to which the new leadership w ill resort to in attem pting to 
put Trotsky out of the way!

Wipe Out Distrust 
Between Two Races

O M A H A , Nebraska— Concrete 
gains won for the unemployed by 
the Federal W orkers Section, 
backed by organized labor, are 
beginning to appear in the last 
e\v weeks since a six-weeks’ 

picket-line of the FW S  secured 
the ousting of the relief czar, 
M agaret.

For the first tim e single men, 
members of the FW S, have been 
granted relief. M any tons of coal 
were distributed to the needy dur
ing the recent cold spell (some
thing that was N O T  done before 
the Federal W orkers Section em
barked on its relentless fight for 
direct relief standards). In  some 
cases, the FW S  has won rent for 
those on relief. Several evictions 
have been stopped. The utilities  
have been prevented from shut
ting off gas and, lights in numer
ous cases.

The Federal W orkers Section 
continues to grow and now has 
about 400 members, of whom 125 
are Negro. Two of the seven 
members of the executive board 
are Negroes.

Unites Black and W hite
The friendly and effective co

operation established here be
tween black and white is particu
larly  encouraging because of the 
background of race relations in 
Omaha.

During the great packing
house strike in Omaha back in 
1921, about 4,000 Negro workers 
were brought in by leading busi
nessmen) to break the strike. Be
cause the bosses had played the 
despicable trick of artificia lly in
troducing the race question into 
industry, race relations in Omaha 
were poisoned fo r years. The 
steady growth of unionism in Om
aha and the common fight made 
by the unemployed are rapidly 
banishing race prejudice and race 
distrust from  the minds of both 
black and white workers.

Dissatisfaction of French Workers Powerful 
Factor in Cabinet Shake-up; 'Socialist' 
Leaders Betray Workers Interests

Events o f the la s t few  days ind ica te  th a t we have reached a 
new stage in the s trugg le  aga inst the w a r. Am ong these events 
are:

Replacem ent o f the D a iad ie r governm ent by a bourgeois- 
“ soc ia lis t” coa lition  governm ent.

A  secret tr ia l fo r  the 44 S ta lin is t deputies in P a r is -  the 
f irs t  tim e  iq F rench h is to ry  th a t a p o lit ic a l case has been 
heard in secret.

Resolution o f the B r it is h  na tiona l convention o f the N a tio n 
al Un ion o f Shop Assis tan ts, W arehousem en and C lerks, a 
union o f 175,000 members, th a t B r ita in ’s w a r “ is an im p e r
ia lis t  w a r fo u g h t fo r  the defense o f B r it is h  and F rench 
colon ia l possessions. The w o rk in g  class has no in te res t in 
sup po rting  i t . "  Adopted by a vote o f 82 to  57.

Resolu tion o f the Essex D is tr ic t  Council o f the N a tion a l 
U n ion  o f R a ilw aym en dem anding im m edia te  end o f the w a r 
w ith  Germ any, because “ the w a r is im p e ria lis t and co n tra ry  
to  the in te rests o f a ll w o rkers ,”  an end to a ll assistance to  
h in land, and th a t the un ion leaders “ get on w ith  the s trugg le  
fo r  socia lism .”

Delegates representing 1,323,000 m em bers a t the B r it is h  
na tiona l conference o f the Cooperative m ovem ent supported 
an am endm ent condem ning the w a r as im p e ria lis t, dem and
in g  an im m edia te  a rm is tice  and ca llin g  fo r  an in te rn a tio n a l 
w o rkers  conference to  insure a ju s t  peace.

A  vote aga inst A u s tra lia n  p a rtic ip a tio n  in  any w a r over
seas o r extension o f the  present w a r in to  a con flic t aga inst 
the Soviet Union, by 195 to  88, adopted by the New  South 
W ales La bo r Conference in  sp ite  o f a ll pleas by the federa l 
and sta te leadership.

A p p a re n tly  a u th o r ita tiv e  reports  th a t C ham berla in  has 
asked the B r it is h  Labor P a r ty  to en te r the governm ent. The 
actua l step p robab ly  could no t take  place, however, u n t il 
the annual conference o f the La bo r P a rty , scheduled fo r  
M a y  13.

These and fac ts  o f a s im ila r  im p o rt s ig n ify  th a t w hateve r 
honeymoon there was in  the f ir s t  period o f the w a r between the 
masses and th e ir  ru lers, is over, and th a t the ru le rs  m ust now 
em bark on new w ays and means o f s tem m ing  the g ro w in g  oppo
s itio n  o f the masses.

Significant Testimony of War Mongers
The ra b id ly  p ro -A lly  A r th u r  K ro c k  o f the New  Y o rk  T im es is 

su ffic ie n tly  d is tu rbed by the developm ents to  quote as " in te re s t
in g  and im press ive " the p riva te  observations o f a F rench  ob
server whose a u th o r ity  he vouches fo r, who says:

"T he  F rench m ay requ ire  re vo lu tio n a ry  slogans themselves 
to energize w a r a im s and dispel any idea the y  m ay be f ig h tin g  to 
re ta in  ce rta in  priv ileged  systems. To some degree H it le r 's  p ro 
paganda, I  fea r, has had an un se ttlin g  effect. . . . Som ething lik e  
a m ore libe ra l governm ent in  London; some slogan lik e  ‘N o m ore 
dukes,' and some dispersal o f the economic and financ ia l dom ina
tions o f the sm all c o n tro llin g  group in  F rance— these are am ong 
the changes in  the A llie d  p o lit ic a l a tm osphere”  w h ich  are needed. 
(T im es, M a rch  21.)

R epo rting  th a t “ stop the. w a r advocates showed rem arkab le  
s tre n g th  d u rin g  the week-end a t L a b o rite  and o th e r p o lit ic a l 
conferences," the London correspondent o f the N. Y. Tim es, 
M arch  26, says th a t “ to w h a t ex te n t D r. Joseph Goebbels has 
influenced the 'peace now ’ vote . . . cannot, o f course, be 
estim ated."

In  an ed ito ria l o f M arch  25, the  London D a ily  M a il draw s the 
a tte n tio n  o f the governm ent to  the "e x te n t to  w h ich  Germ an 
broadcasts are in fluenc ing  no t on ly  the  c iv ilia n  popu la tion  o f 
B r ita in  bu t also o u r arm ed forces.”  The M a il says the broadcasts 
have been “ m ak in g  th a t once in a rtic u la te  section p a r t ic u la r ly  
a r t ic u la te ” — those d issatisfied w ith  the “ present mode o f l i fe ”  
and “ the ca p ita lis t system  in  genera l.”

H itle r Doesn't Influence These Workers!
W e can im m ed ia te ly  dism iss w ith  the con tem pt i t  deserves the 

ins inua tion  o f the F rench observer, the  N . Y. T im es and the 
D a ily  M a il, th a t the phenomena they  describe are caused by the 
Nazi broadcasts. T h is  cheap in s u lt to  the F rench  and B r it is h  
w o rke rs  scarce ly requires re fu ta tio n . The m ost d issatisfied and 
m ost outspoken w o rke rs  in  F rance and E ng land are prec ise ly  
those w ho understand th a t N az ism  is the m o rta l enemy o f the 
w o rk in g  class. H i t le r ’s propaganda has no effect on them  w h a t
soever. To say i t  does is a slander concocted to  d isc red it th e ir  
opposition to  the w ar.

T h e ir opposition  to  the w a r arises no t fro m  w h a t they  'hear 
over the  rad io  b u t fro m  w h a t th e y  see and experience every 
day. The slogans o f w a r  fo r  dem ocracy and aga ins t fasc ism  can
no t b u t echo m o ck in g ly  in  the ears o f B r it is h  and F rench  w o rk 
ingm en. A s  M a rg a re t Johns said in  m ov ing  the reso lu tion  a t the 
N a tion a l C lerks convention :

"W e are to ld  th is  is a w a r to  end aggression. T h is  comes fro m  
the B r it is h  c a p ita lis t class, w h ich  has held down In d ia  by fo rce  
and violence, shot down s tr ik e  p ickets  in  the W est Ind ies, op
pressed, s tarved and exp lo ited  N egro  w o rke rs  in  A fr ic a  and is 
s t i l l  c a rry in g  on aggression aga ins t Ire la n d .”

A nd  the F rench w o rk e r had i t  a ll summed up fo r  h im  in  the 
M arch  19 re p o rt to  the Cham ber o f Deputies o f M in is te r o f the 
In te r io r  S a rra u t: 620 "C om m un is t”  trade  unions dissolved, 3,400 
a g ita to rs  arrested up to  M arch  7 and m ore tha n  8,000 pena lties 
ordered, 2,778 members o f m un ic ipa l councils suspended, and 
675 "C om m un is t”  o rgan iza tions shu t down.

Repression and censorship is m ore desperately applied in  
France than  in  E ng land and, as a consequence, a t the m om ent 
one can find  m ore d ire c t evidence o f a n ti-w a r a c t iv i ty  in  Eng land. 
B u t w itness th is  v e ry  s ig n ifica n t evidence, though negative 
in  fo rm : the F rench  gove rnm en t dares n o t p e rm it a pub lic  t r ia l  
o f the S ta lin is t deputies. A f te r  the f ir s t  few  exchanges between 
the deputies and the judges, the c o u rt refused to  p e rm it the t r ia l  
to  go on in  public.

(Continued on Page 4)
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W rite to us—tell us what’s going on in your part of the 
labor movement—what are the ivorkers thinking about ?—tell 
us what the bosses are up to—and the G-men and the local cops— 
and the Stalinists—send us that story the capitalist press didn't 
print and that story they buried or distorted—our pages arc open 
to you. Letters must carry name and address, but indicate i f  you 
do not want your name printed.

How J. P. Morgan 
Fixed Things Up

Editor:
H ere’s an in te res tin g  story 

abou t J. P. M organ th a t d idn ’ t 
g e t in  the papers. I t  was referred 
to  in  the papers, b u t in  such an 
obscure w a y  th a t nobody could 
understand w h a t happened.

J. P. M organ  found i t  advisable 
to  change the fo rm  o f his bank
in g  house fro m  a pa rtn e rsh ip  to  a 
co rpo ra tion  —  i t  m eant avo id ing 
paym ent o f a lo t  o f taxes. B u t 
w hen i t  came to  incorpora tion , i t  
tu rne d  ou t th a t a re la tiv e ly  sm all 
co rpo ra tion  is in  existence w h ich  
is named J. P. M organ  &  Co., Inc. 
A nd  New Y o rk  S tate law  very  
spec ifica lly  provides th a t nobody 
can incorpora te  under a name a l
ready used by a n o th e r 'c o rp o ra 
tion . So the S ecre tary o f S tate o f 
New  Y o rk  re jected the incorpora 
tion  app lica tion  filed by J. P. M o r
gan.

The log ica l th in g  to do then 
was to buy ou t the corpo ra tion  a l
ready ho ld ing  the name. Excuse 
me, th a t w ou ld  be the log ica l 
th in g  fo r  o rd in a ry  m orta ls  to do. 
B u t no t M organ ! He found i t  
cheaper to have a law  passed by 
the N ew  Y o rk  S ta te  leg is la tu re  
p e rm itt in g  h im  to do w h a t no
body else had ever been pe rm itte d  
to  do! O b lig in g ly  the leg is la tu re  
passed an am endm ent to the 
S tate B an k in g  A c t, p ro v id ing  
th a t any bank ing  pa rtnersh ip  
was thereby pe rm itte d  to use its  
pa rtn e rsh ip  name when in co rp o r
a tin g  and th a t any con tra d ic to ry  
law s were thereby set aside fo r  
the bankers!
New  Y o rk  A . F.

Asks Our Opinion of 
Quaker Pacifists

E d ito r:
W h a t is the ex te n t and in flu 

ence o f the Q uaker peace move
m en t (especia lly in  the  student 
fie ld ) ?

The Q uaker plan is to  send a 
lis t  o f prospective conscientious 
w a r ob jectors to  the proper au
tho ritie s . W hen w a r is declared a 
t r ia l is to be arranged (by  the 
Q uaker o ffic ia ls) a t w h ich  the ob
je c to r can defend his stand aga in
s t re g is te rin g  fo r  the d ra ft .  The 
ob jecto r m ay choose a lte rn a tive  
service (some non-com batant or 
Q uaker w a r re lie f w o rk ) o r re 
fuse a ll w a r service and face 
co u rt m a rt ia l.  W ha t do you th in k  
o f th is  p lan as a possible ta c tic  ?

These Q uakers seem to be s in 
cere pacifists, some w ith  demo
c ra tic  soc ia lis t leanings. I  am 
con tac ting  them  (especia lly the 
young Q uakers). Do you th in k  i t  
is w o rth w h ile ?
Yonkers, N . Y . Robert Rae

*  *  #

In  theory the Quaker peace 
movement includes all Quak
ers, pacifism being a tenet of 
the Quaker belief; in actuality, 
most Quakers supported the 
last w ar and w ill undoubtedly 
repeat th a t performance in the 
coming war. As early as the 
pre-Civii W ar period, the gap 
between Quaker beliefs and 
Quaker practices was already 
established; m a n y  Quakers 
were slave-holders. Th© devel
opment of capitalism trans
formed the Quakers from  a sect

expressing the more radical as
pirations of the lower middle 
class into one of the most 
wealthy groups, proportionally, 
in the country and predomin
antly Big Business in outlook. 
They frown upon the activities 
of the small group of Quakers 
who devote themselves to paci
fist work.

Anyone sincerely opposed to 
w ar is worth try ing to win to a 
revolutionary anti - w ar pro
gram. T hat can be done, how
ever, only by sharp struggle 
against the “Quaker” program.

The Quaker pacifists might, 
arrange the tria l; but i t  would 
be the w ar-tim e government 
that, would pass judgment on 
the objector. In  a word, the 
Quaker proposal would mean, if 
we all agreed to it, to hand ov
er to the government a com
plete list of all opposed to the 
war, and make it child’s-play 
for the government to rid itself 
of all an ti-w ar elements. W'e 
follow Lenin: we oppose war, 
not as a measure of self-ex
pression, but as an integral 
part of our struggle for the ov
erthrow of capitalism. Entering  
the arm y upon being drafted is 
necessary for our work.

We are against the im perial
ist war, but we are not paci
fists. For we have a w ar which 
we believe in and in which we 
fight: the w ar of the working  
class against the imperialists. 
— Editor.

New Orleans Dockers 
Still "Shape Up"

E d ito r:
I  come in to  p o rt here and found 

the longshorem en s t i l l  have one 
o f the m ost vic ious systems o f 
old— the shape-up in  a barroom  
and on the corner. A nd  when I  
tr ied  to jo in  the longshorem en’s 
local I  was to ld  th a t i t  was tw en
ty  bucks on the ba rre l head and 
th a t I  w ou ld  f ir s t  have to ge t one 
o f the forem en to ge t me a job. 
The forem en o f course p lay  fa v 
orites, take  k ick-backs, etc.

I  am go ing to  do a ll in  m y 
power to  see i f  th a t racke t can ’t 
be broken up, and ge t the  union 
h ir in g  ha ll, lik e  the seamen have 
on the W est Coast, so th a t every
body in  the un ion can ge t a crack 
a t the jobs.

I f  I  s tay  in New  Orleans, I  
th in k  I  w il l sh ip  on S .I.U . (Sea
fa re rs  In te rn a tio n a l Union, A F L ) 
ships, and I ’m  sure i t  is a very  
good fie ld  to  sow some seeds. 
There are a lo t o f ra tten  tom a
toes, bu t they can be th row n  ov
er the side.
New  Orleans, La. G.F.

Want " Socialist Unity"  
W ith Thomas & Co.
E d ito r:

A t  the beg inn ing o f the la s t 
several general election years I  
have w r it te n  yo u r p a r ty  na tiona l 
headquarters u rg in g  a un ion o f 
the several soc ia lis t groups in  the 
com ing election. Each succeeding 
year the c a p ita lis t system  has 
given add itiona l p ro o f o f its  in 
a b ili ty  to provide fo r  the general 
w e lfa re  o f the people, fa ll in g  
deeper and deeper in  perm anent 
depression. A nd  I  fee l th a t the 
continued d iv is ion  o f the socia lis t
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R e vo lu tio n a ry  M arx ism  
. . .F o r  a SONG!
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m ovem ent in to  groups a t con
s ta n t s tr ife  w ith  each o th e r can 
b u t add to  the general confusion.

The social, p o lit ic a l and eco
nom ic conditions have become de
plorable, ne ithe r of the m a jo r 
pa rties  be ing able to  p u t m en in  
office who are capable and w illin g  
to  conduct an honest and effic ient 
a d m in is tra tion . A nd i t  seems to 
me th a t the threatened s p lit  in  
both these parties, and the gen
era l lack o f confidence in  them  
by ou r people, offers an excellent 
o p p o rtu n ity  fo r  a un ited  socia lis t 
p a r ty  to  place men in  some im 
p o rta n t offices w h ich  w ith  a good 
and honest a d m in is tra tio n  should 
g re a tly  advance the m ovem ent in 
the en tire  na tion , and I  suggest, 
recommend and urge th a t you 
appo in t a com m ittee o f you r 
members to  meet w ith  equal size 
com m ittees o f the o th e r groups 
w ith  the express purpose o f 
launch ing  sta te  w ide un ited  so
c ia lis t tic ke ts  in  some o f the key 
states in  the com ing election.

Chas. M akinson 
Youngstow n, Ohio

E d ito r:
I  would say th a t the position 

you people take, the tone you use, 
tow a rd  the S oc ia lis t p a rty , the 
Lovestoneites, and S ocia lis t U n ity  
in  general, is  unforgiveable.

W hy is i t  not possible fo r  a n ti- 
S ta lin is t rad ica l groups to  ge t to 
ge ther and s it  down w ith  each 
o ther a t In s titu te s  to  discuss 
problems, lik e  the cap ita lis ts  do? 
A re  we too dum b, too dishonest? 
New  Y o rk  City A  Reader

Our party advocates uniting  
the labor movement on the po
litical field in an independent 
Labor P arty  B A S E D  ON T H E  
T R A D E  U N IO N S . We advocate 
a definite program for that L a 
bor P arty— it appears a t the 
head of our editorial columns. 
B ut we would support that in
dependent Labor P arty, run
ning its own candidates resopn- 
sible to it, even if  i t  did not 
adopt, our program. W hy? Be
cause, constituted by the un
ions, it  would represent the 
great historic step of breaking 
(he workers as a  class away 
from the capitalist parties. N a 
turally, w ithin it, we would 
continue to fight for our pro
gram.

An entirely different criter
ion than that applied to the 
Labor P arty  must be applied 
to the various so-called “social
ist” groups— Norman Thomas’, 
the Lovestoneites, the Social 
Democratic Federation. Unlike  
the Labor P arty, they stand or 
fall by their program, for their 
sole possible justification would 
be that, as small propaganda 
groups, they are preparing a 
vanguard of worker to fight 
for a revolutionary program  
within the Labor P arty. But 
w hat is their program? W’e 
have just witnessed a concrete 
test of their program— the w ar 
in Finland. A ll these groups 
came out for support of Finland 
against the Soviet Union, i.e., 
for the imperialist camp again
st a  workers’ state. Stalin’s 
crimes cannot be used by these 
people to obscure the bald fact 
that they lined up w ith the im 
perialists against the Soviet 
Union.

Unity w ith  these people? As 
well unite the capitalist class 
with the working class! For 
these “socialists” simply reflect 
within the labor movement the 
ideology of the capitalist class. 
The Social Democratic Federa
tion is already a recruiting- 
sergeant for the Anglo-French- 
American imperialist bloc. The 
others w ill go the same road. 
I f  they succumbed to the test 
of Finland, we can predict w ith  
certainty th a t they w ill suc
cumb when the capitalist class 
of Am erica officially enters the 
war.

N aturally  we welcome every 
opportunity to contrast our 
revolutionary program with  
their reform ist program, whe
ther in our press, in debates or 
in any other forum.— Editor.

A Letter to Housewives

Russian Bulletin 
Thanks St. Paul Unit

W hat Socialism W ill M ean to 
The Women W ho T o il a t Home

In  our March 16 issue we 
published a  letter from a w ork
er whose sister-in-law, a house
wife, wanted to know: “ W hat 
w ill socialism do for us house
wives?” P art of the answer to 
that im portant question is con
tained in the following letter 
w ritten  by comrade Antoinette 
Konikow, physician, mother 
and— above all— a revolutionist 
for over fifty  years. W o are 
glad to note that comrade Kon
ikow promises other letters on 
this question. And le t’s have 
letters from  our reader-house
wives— we w ant to know' w hat 
you th ink about comrade Kon- 
ikow’s letter.— Editor.

E d ito r:
A re  housewives pa id fo r  th e ir  

w o rk?  I  heard an am using s to ry  
on th a t problem . A  w om an col
le c tin g  s ta tis tics  v is ited  a w o rk 
e r’s fa m ily . No one was a t home 
b u t a l i t t le  boy. The wom an in 
qu ired about fa th e r ’s wages, b ro
th e r’s and s is te r’s. A t  la s t she 
asked about his m o the r’s earn
ings. “ Oh," said the l i t t le  fe llow  
very p roud ly , “ M y  m othe r does 
n o t w o rk .”

“ She does no t w o rk  ?”  asked 
the wom an. “ B u t doesn’t  she cook 
and wash and iro n  and mend and 
clean ? Is  she no t on her fe e t the 
whole day long a lw ays do ing 
som eth ing? Don’t  you ca ll th a t 
w o rk  ?

The l i t t le  boy was a b it  pe r
plexed; then he said, "Yes, th a t is 
true , bu t, you see th a t k in d  o f 
w o rk  does n o t pay.”

The l i t t le  boy was r ig h t. W o rk  
done by the  housewife does no t 
pay. In  fa c t her w o rk  is  no t re 
cognized as w o rk  a t a ll, no r even 
respected. I t  is  the old s to ry ; the 
less you are pa id  fo r  you r w ork , 
the m ore i t  is held in  contem pt 
and i f  you are no t pa id  a t a ll—  
w e ll, a ll the  d rudgery  you do is 
h a rd ly  recognized even by you r 
own fa m ily .

T h is  raises the question: w hy  
does a housewife ge t on ly  board, 
room and c lo th in g  fo r  her long 
hours o f w o rk ?  “ She w o rks  fo r  
her ch ild ren ," is o ften  the answer, 
H o ly  m otherhood means con tin 
ued sacrifice. B u t i t  seems 
s trange th a t the g lo ry  o f m o th 
erhood’s sacrifice is on ly  known 
to  w ives o f w o rkers  o r w ives o f 
the low er m iddle class. M others 
in  w e ll-to -do  fam ilies  don’t  m ind 
los ing the  halo o f holiness— by 
h ir in g  he lp to  do a ll the hard 
w o rk  o f m otherhood. A nd  hard  
w o rk  i t  is ! The readers o f the 
’Ladies Hom e Jou rna l”  vpted ov

e rw he lm in g ly  th a t women having 
sm all ch ild ren  w o rk  ha rde r than 
th e ir  husbands in  the fac to ry .

T H E  W IF E  W O RKS FO R  
H E R  H U S B A N D ’S BOSS!

Is  the w ife  o f a w o rk e r rea lly  
exp lo ited by her ch ild ren  and her 
husband? M y  answer is “ no.”  
W hen the w o rk e r sells his “ hands”  
to the boss, he sells a t the same 
tim e  the “ hands" o f his w ife  to 
the same boss, because on ly the

St. Paul B ranch, S.W.P.
St. Paul, M innesota

Dear Comrades:
W ith  w arm est tha nks  we ac

knowledge rece ip t o f y o u r F i f ty  
D o lla r co n trib u tio n  “ In  M em ory 
o f Leon Sedoff.”  The m em ory of 
ou r dear com rade could no t have 
been honored be tte r, fo r  the B u l
le tin  o f the Russian O pposition 
was held ever near his heart.

In  exile, harassed by ca p ita lis t 
police and tracked  by m urderers 
o f the GPU, Leon Sedoff helped 
m ig h t ily  in  the fo rm a tio n  o f the 
Russian section o f the F o u rth  In 
te rna tiona l. He was its  guide, its  
spokesman. A nd  th rou gh  his e f
fo r ts  the scattered, iso lated Rus
sian revo lu tion is ts  acquired an in 
v inc ib le  weapon, a theore tic  o r
gan. A n  organ w h ich  carried  on 
the best tra d itio n s  o f revo lu tion -

unpa id labo r o f h is w ife  m akes i t  
possible fo r  h im  to  live  w ith  his 
fa m ily  on the wages pa id to him . 
The w ife  th in k s  she slaves day 
and n ig h t fo r  her husband and 
ch ild ren— in  re a lity  she w o rks  fo r  
the same boss who exp lo its  her 
husband. The housewife has a 
r ig h t, then, to  ask the question: 
w h a t o f m y  w o rk  under socia l
ism ? W hat w i l l  I  ge t o u t o f i t?

To g ive a co rrec t answer, one 
m ust f irs t  g ive an adequate ex
p lana tion  o f w h a t socia lism  rea l
ly  means. I  hope to  cover th is  
prob lem  another tim e m ore in  de
ta il. Socialism  means the m an
agem ent o f business and fac to ries  
by the w orkers  themselves, be
cause the fac to ries  then w ill no t 
belong to  the bosses. P a r t  o f the 
income w i l l  go to  the W o rke rs ’ 
S tate to  cover expenses o f edu
cation, hea lth  and m anagem ent, 
bu t each w o rk e r w i l l  ge t a la rg e r 
income and a t the same tim e  w ill 
w o rk  sho rte r hours. A  la rg e r in 
come fo r  the w o rk e r-w ill g ive  h im  
a chance to  re lieve the w o rk  o f 
his w ife . La un d ry  can be pa id fo r, 
p a r t o f the meals can be eaten in 
cooperative lunch room s; sew ing 
can be done aw ay w ith ; and even 
some o f the house clean ing can 
be paid fo r. A  b e tte r income w ill 
n a tu ra lly  re lieve women o f m any 
o f the tasks w h ich  she undertakes 
now because she has no m oney to 
pay fo r  them.

T H E  OCTOBER R E V O L U T IO N  
SH O W ED  T H E  W A Y

L e t us see w h a t was done fo r 
m others in  Soviet Russia before 
the S ta lin  bureaucracy stepped 
in. I  was there in  1926 and was 
deeply impressed by the advan
tages w h ich  w o rke rs  and th e ir  
w ives had secured. To lessen 
m other's  w o rk  in  Soviet Russia, 
nurseries were created fo r  ba
bies and sm a lle r ch ildren. A lm o s t 
every la rge fa c to ry  had such n u r
series under the m anagem ent of 
re liab le  nurses.

The husband in  the fa c to ry  
could buy a good d inner fo r  a 
sm all sum in  d in in g  rooms con
nected w ith  the fac to rie s  o r w ith  
his trade. H is  w ife  and ch ildren 
were allow ed to  have th e ir  d in 
ners in the same d in in g  room. 
W omen w o rke rs  expecting  m o th 
erhood received tw o  m onths va 
cation  before and a fte r  d e live ry  
w ith  fu l l  pay; also a la ye tte  fo r  
the baby and free  m ilk  fo r  the 
baby o r nu rs ing  m other. W o rk in g  
women nu rs in g  the  baby could 
stop w o rk  every fo u r  hours to 
nurse the baby in  the nursery. 
The w o rke rs  had free m edical 
care, free  hospita ls and a m on th ’s 
vacation w ith  pay. In  case o f i l l 
ness the w o rk e r received h is fu l l  
wages fo r  a ce rta in  tim e  and then 
h a lf o f the wages inde fin ite ly .

A ll these r ig h ts  w h ich  the 
w orkers  achieved ih  Soviet Rus
sia th rou gh  the revo lu tion  were 
a fte rw a rd s  w h ittle d  aw ay o r re 
served on ly  fo r  the S ta lin is t bu
reaucracy and its  yes-men .The 
fa c to ry  meals became so bad and 
expensive th a t w o rke rs  stopped

p a tro n iz in g  fa c to ry  d in in g  rooms. 
The free  m edica l care tu rned  in to  
poor service by  overw orked ph y 
sicians who were a fra id  to  te s tify  
to the illness o f w o rke rs  because 
they were blamed and persecuted 
by au th o ritie s  fo r  g ra n tin g  s ick 
benefit r ig h ts  too easily.

The paid tim e  fo r  expectant 
m others before and a fte r  de live ry  
was reduced to  one m onth. W o
men who had free tim e, instead of 
en jo y ing  it ,  had to  w o rk  in  fa c 
tories because th e ir  husbands’ 
wages were inadequate, o r had 
to  spend th e ir  tim e  stand ing  in  
line  to  buy food o r  c lo th ing .

Thus the S ta lin is t bureaucra ts 
took aw ay fro m  the w o rke rs  the 
benefits w h ich  had begun to  l ig h t 
en the  lo t o f the housewife. W hen 
the Russian w o rkers  ove rth row  
the S ta lin is t bureaucracy, they 
w ill revive and expand these ben
efits. A long  the same line  we w il l  
go in  th is  cou n try  .

HO W  W E  W O U LD  B E G IN  
IN  T H E  U N IT E D  STA TES

A fte r  a tta in in g  w o rke rs ’ pow
er the f ir s t  task  to  re lieve w o 
men’s life  would be the creation 
o f nurseries, k inde rgartens and 
p laygrounds in  a  su ffic ien t num 
ber— here in  the U n ited  States 
th e ir  num ber is dep lo rab ly  sm all. 
The next would be the o rgan iza
tion  o f cooperative lunch rooms 
to re lieve m others o f th e ir  k itc h 
en d rudgery. Even then m others 
w ould s t i l l  have p len ty  o f w o rk  
le ft ;  ta k in g  care o f sm a lle r meals, 
keeping the house in  order, ta k 
in g  care o f c lo th ing , e n te rta in ing  
o r superv is ing  the ch ild ren  ou t of 
school and nurseries, nu rs ing  
ch ildren w ith  m in o r illnesses. Yes, 
even under socia lism  the m othe r 
w ill have her 6-8 hour day of 
w o rk .

B u t then the husband, g e ttin g  
a b e tte r income, would be able to 
g ive her an “ a llow ance," as men 
o f the m iddle class ca ll the m on
ey they g ive th e ir  w ives. I  th in k  
housewives w ou ld  p re fe r to  ca ll i t  
"p ay  fo r  th e ir  w o rk ."  In  fa c t, I  
should lik e  to discuss in  another 
le tte r  the  po ss ib ility  th a t under 
socialism  m otherhood should be 
considered a profession and be 
pa id fo r  by the state ju s t lik e  
nurses and teachers today.

A n to in e tte  K on ikow  
Boston, Mass.

GEORGE 
RICHARDSON |

Trade Union Notes

a ry  M arx ism , o f the October rev
olu tion.

F o r nearly  a decade, up to the 
day o f his un tim e ly  death, Leon 
Sedoff was e d ito r and business 
m anager o f the B u lle tin . Th is 
pub lica tion  found its  w ay where- 
ever Russian w o rke rs  lived  and 
suffered. B y  devious routes i t  pen
e tra tes  in to  the Soviet U nion, i t  
is read in the sem i-fascist border 
sta tes o f L a tv ia , L ith u a n ia , Es- 
thon ia ; i t  reaches Palestine, 
South A fr ic a , i t  finds its  w ay to 
M anchukuo, A laska. . . .

Dear comrades, the aid extend
ed by you to  the Bulletin is b u t a 
f i t t in g  recogn ition  o f the im p o rt
a n t ta sk  carried  on by  Leon Se
do ff and a m ig h ty  encouragem ent 
to the con tinua tion  o f th is  w o rk .

Management, 
B U L L E T IN  O F  T H E  

R U S S IA N  O P P O S IT IO N

UNSER WORT
A ga in  an ou ts tand ing  num ber 

o f U N S E R  W ORT. No. 2 fo r  1940 
is ju s t o u t and contains several 
im p o rta n t a rtic les  on the German 
s itu a tio n  and its  perspectives.

Oscar F ischer w r ite s  an excel
le n t po lem ic aga inst Schwarzs- 
child, the bourgeois G erm an em
ig re  who is spokesman fo r  the 
A llie d  p lan fo r  a post w a r Ger
many.

A no the r a rtic le  deals w ith  the 
reasons fo r  Thyssen’s em igra tion .

There is also an a rtic le  by W a l
te r  H e ld  on Luxem burg  and L ieb- 
knech t th a t should no t be missed 
by anyone concerned w ith  the 
the o ry  o f p ro le ta ria n  s tra tegy.

O rder fro m  Dale Edwards, P.O. 
B ox 173, S ta tion  D, New  Y o rk  
C ity . 10c per copy, 60c fo r  the 
year.

The S ta lin is ts  have ju s t been 
ec is ive ly  defeated in three U A W - 

C IO  local un ion elections and they 
bare ly  scraped th ro u g h  in  a 
fo u rth  local.

A t  F lin t,  M ich igan , the  C. P. 
leaders were blasted o u t o f the 
im p o rta n t B u ick  local, th e ir  m a in  
strongho ld. A m ong the a lso-rans 
were B e rity , H a llida y , and M cG ill, 
long tim e  S ta lin is ts  b ig -w igs  in  
F lin t.

In  the  F lin t  F ishe r Body local 
the S ta lin is ts  lost o u t com plete ly, 
fa il in g  to  w in  even one E xecu
tive  Board post. The same th in g  
occurred in  the General M oto rs  
local a t Los Angeles.

A n t i-S ta lin is t  m ilita n ts  swept 
these elections.

In  Los Angeles, as an example, 
the m ilita n ts  won on a cam paign 
fo r  dem ocra tic ra n k  and file  con
tro l, the 30-hour week a t 40-hours 
pay, an agressive o rgan iza tion  
d rive  in  Ford, and fo r  the re tu rn  
o f genuine jo b  p ro te c tion  w h ich  
was given aw ay by H om er M a r
tin , then C IO  president, in  the 
old supp lem enta ry agreem ent to 
the G eneral M o to r ’s con tract. 
T h is  supplem ent p e rm itte d  the 
com pany to  v io la te  se n io r ity  and 
to f ire  un ion m ilita n ts  o ff the 
job  fo r  “ insubord ina tion .”

In  the F lin t  C hevro le t local the 
S ta lin is ts  nosed ou t the  progres
sives by a ve ry  na rrow  m arg in .

The spa rk  ig n ite d  by th is  de
cisive action  on the p a r t o f the 
progressives in  F lin t  and Los A n 
geles can lead, th rou gh  an ag
gressive fo llow -u p  cam paign, to 
the successful fe r re t in g  o u t of 
the la s t traces o f S ta lin is t in flu 
ences in these auto centers.

The long threatened A F L -C IO  
f ig h t in  the bu ild in g  trades in 
d u s try  is ra p id ly  b re ak ing  in to  
the open in  New Y o rk  C ity .

The CIO  reports  re c ru itm e n t to 
date o f 9,000 bu ild in g  trades 
w o rke rs  in  N ew  Y o rk  C ity ’s sm all 
bu ild in g  and a lte ra tio n s  indus
tries. The A F L  d isputes th is  f ig 
ure.

The C IO  scales are $9.00 per 
day fo r  sk illed  labor; $6.00 per 
day fo r  helpers; and $5.00 per day 
fo r  laborers; w ith  a 5 day, 40 
hour week.

A F L  scales in  the bu ild in g  
¡trades c ra fts  range fro m  75 5 /8  
cents per hour am ong unsk illed  
w orkers, up to  $3.12% an hour 
am ong the m ost sk illed  w orkers . 
H ours range fro m  6 to  8 per day.

The CIO  is o rg an iz in g  these 
bu ild ing  trades w o rke rs  in to  one 
ve rtica l un ion. The A F L  has 25 
trades w ith  125 subdivisions in  
th is  field.

week fo r  a ll c ra fts  in  the  con
s tru c tio n  o f one and tw o  fa m ily  
homes.

These rates, a p p ro x im a tin g  CIO  
schedules, w ou ld  in  general be be
low  the standards o f the present 
o ffic ia l A F L  c ra f t  scales. T h is  
po licy  w ou ld  n o t extend to  the 
fie ld  o f cons truc tion  o f la rge 
apa rtm en t houses, office b u ild 
ings, etc., where present c ra f t  
con tra c ts  w ou ld  continue in  force.

The A F L -C IO  f ig h t is thus fa s t 
becom ing a g r im  re a lity  to the 
uncom prom is ing c ra f t  un ion is ts  
o f the A F L  b u ild in g  trades de
pa rtm ent. C onfron ted w ith  on ly  a 
th re a t f ro m  the CIO, w h ich  has 
no rea l s tre n g th  as ye t in  th is  
fie ld, they  have a lready fe lt  them 
selves compelled fo r  the f ir s t  tim e  
to  p a r t ia l ly  abandon th e ir  t ra d i
tio n a l d isda in  tow a rds  the un o r
ganized w o rke rs  in  the sm all con
s tru c tio n  in dus try .

Even the rea c tio n a ry  m ethods 
em ployed by John L. Lew is  in  
th is  f ig h t have, by g iv in g  ju s t a 
g lim m e rin g  o f hope to  these ex
p lo ited  w orke rs , resu lted in  a 
v igorous ra n k  and f ile  response 
w h ich  has a lready succeeded in  
b la s tin g  the H utchenson crew  a 
few  inches in  a progressive d irec
tion . No c leare r p ro o f is needed 
o f the b a n k ru p tc y  o f th e ir  o rgan 
iza tion a l policies.

A s usual, the A F L  has already 
ind ica ted th a t i t  w i l l  depend heav
ily  on the support o f the  Team 
sters in  th is  f ig h t  w ith  Lew is. The 
Team sters, w ith  Tob in  advocat
ing  a un ited  la b o r m ovem ent, m ay 
no t take  k in d ly  to  the idea o f be
in g  used as choreboys by people 
who do a n y th in g  bu t t r y  to  p ro 
m ote un ity .

L a te s t v ic t im  o f the phoney an
t i-w a r  cam paign o f the S ta lin 
is ts  is a section o f the New  Y o rk  
Team sters. A  group o f members 
and officers o f M ilk  D rive rs  local 
584, and others fro m  General 
T ru c k  D riv e rs  loca l 807 and Ba
ke ry  d rive rs  loca l 802 have hook
ed up w ith  the fake  “ The Y anks 
are N o t C om ing C om m ittee”  to  
p a rtic ip a te  in  the A p r i l  6 “ Peace 
D ay.”

Progressives th ro u g h o u t the 
A m erican  la bo r m ovem ent are be
g in n in g  to  consider w ays and 
means o f exposing these S ta lin is t 
fake  a n ti-w a r com m ittees and to  
d ire c t the e ffo rts  and energy o f 
the labo r m ovem ent in  the  d irec
tio n  o f genuine a n ti-w a r a c tiv ity .

The N ew  Y o rk  Foodw orkers 
B ranch o f the S oc ia lis t W orke rs  
P a rty  is deeply grieved to an
nounce the death, on Tuesday, 
M arch  19, o f Comrade George 
R ichardson, a lead ing m il ita n t  o f 
Local 302, the C a fe te ria  E m p loy 
ees’ U nion. Comrade Richardson 
died, a fte r  a m on th ’s illness, of 
tub e rcu la r m en ing itis . The fu n e r
al took  place on Saturday. The 
Progressive Group o f Loca l 302 
and the S ocia lis t W orke rs  P a r ty  
sent flo ra l w reaths.

George R ichardson was a T ro t
s k y is t on ly  a sh o rt tim e  -— he 
was o n ly  24 years old —  was 
filled  w ith  m il ita n t  s trugg le , f ir s t  
as a seaman and fo r  the la s t fo u r 
years as a ca fe te ria  w o rke r. F rom  
the f irs t  he took his place in  the 
lead ing  ranks  o f the  P rogres
sives, f ig h tin g  f ir s t  aga inst the 
racketeers and then aga inst the 
S ta lin is ts , who had seized the U n 
ion m ach inery  and dea lt the ran k - 
and-file  m il ita n t  one b low  a fte r  
another. He spent m any m onths 
“ on the bench,”  in  the ranks o f 
the unemployed, and i t  is  be
lieved th a t th is  played a c o n trib 
u tin g  role in  his fa ta l illness.

George R ichardson d idn ’ t  have 
much tim e  fo r  s tud y  in  his sho rt 
life  fu l l  o f w o rk  and s trugg le . 
He learned about the class s tru g 
gle the hard  way, by fee lin g  i t  
in  his bones and muscles. He 
came to  the S oc ia lis t W orke rs  
P a r ty  a fte r  hav ing  seen and fe lt  
the blows o f cap ita lism  and the 
be traya l o f S ta lin ism . The Food- 
w o rkers  B ranch  and the P a rty  as 
a whole w i l l  no t easily m ake up 
fo r  the  loss o f h is sharp, c r it ic a l 
m ind.

The k ick -b a c k  o f a p a r t  o f the 
wages to  the boss— a know n prac
tice  am ong a sizeable s tra ta  o f 
bu ild ing  trades w o rke rs  w h ich  
has no t been successfully com bat
ed in  the past by the A F L  unions 
—is now becom ing a rea l p rob
lem to the A F L  in  th is  f ig h t.

To com bat th is  C IO  th re a t the 
New Y o rk  A F L  b u ild in g  trades 
departm ent and A F L  in te rn a tio n 
al offic ia ls  have te n ta tiv e ly  adop t
ed a p lan to establish u n ifo rm  
wage ra tes and a u n ifo rm  w o rk

NEG RO  L A B O R  B O DY  
F O R M E D  IN  M PLS.

N egro trade  un ion is ts  in  M inne
apolis have ju s t  in it ia te d  the  fo r 
m a tio n  o f a N egro  J o in t Labo r 
Council.

The Council w i l l  seek to  en lis t 
a ll N egro un ion is ts  in  its  ranks 
and a im  to  educate the  N egro 
com m u n ity  in  the value o f trade 
un ionism . A  s im ila r  Council has 
been fu n c tio n in g  in  St. P au l fo r  
some m onths.

Join the Socialist 
Workers Party
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The
T A B O R  W IT H  A  W H IT E  S K IN  
C A N N O T  E M A N C IP A T E  IT S  EL.F 
W H E R E  L A B O R  W IT H  A  B L A C K  
S K IN  IS  B R A N D E D  —  K A R L  
M A R X .

N e g ro  Q u e s t io n
by  J. r . Jo h n s o N

(T h is  week’s colum n is w r itte n  by Robert 
L . B lrchm an.)
On M arch  8 the N a tion a l Associa tion fo r  the 

Advancem ent o f Colored People issued the fo l
low ing  press release:

"N E W  Y O R K — M ayor L a  G uard ia  was 
asked th is  week by the N a tion a l A ssocia tion  
fo r  the Advancem ent o f Colored People to  
open the w a y  fo r  the em p loym ent o f qualified 
Negroes on the B .M .T . and I.R .T . subway 
lines, a fte r  the c ity  takes over these lines 
under the proposed p lan fo r  a un ified c ity -  
owned rap id  tra n s it  system.

“ The le tte r  was sent to  the M a y o r on 
Tuesday, M arch  5, a t the he igh t o f the con
tro ve rsy  between L a  G uard ia  and offic ia ls  o f 
the T ra n sp o rt W orke rs  U n ion  over the M ay
o r ’s la bo r po licy, a f te r  un ifica tion  is com
pleted.

“ The M a yo r has a lready stated th a t ne i
th e r the r ig h t  to  s tr ik e  nor the closed shop 
w il l  be allow ed a fte r  the c ity  takes over the 
lines. To th is  po licy  the T ra n sp o rt W orke rs  
Un ion has strenuous ly  objected.

“ The N .A .A .C .P . le tte r, w h ich  expressed 
agreem ent w ith  the  M a yo r’s pos ition  in  the 
union controversy, asked the M a y o r to  g ive 
special a tte n tio n  to  the em p loym ent o f "q u a l
ified Negroes who do no t have such sta tus, 
because they have been denied o p p o rtu n ity  to  
w o rk  a t a ll, m ay be given o p p o rtu n ity  fo r  
em ploym ent, as they are on the Independent 
Subway.”

“ Negroes are a t present em ployed on the 
Independent Subway, w h ich  is c ity-ow ned, in  
the cap ac ity  o f guards, conductors, m o to r- 
men and s ta tio n  agents.”

Shall Negroes Be Strikebreakers?
W h a t is t lie  N A A C P  saying ? I t  is  saying, in  so 

m any words, th a t the Negro people should sup
p o rt M a yo r La  G uard ia  aga ins t the T ransp o rt 
W orke rs  U n ion. B u t, as everybody knows w ho is 
fo llo w in g  th is  fig h t, i t  m ay re su lt in  a g re a t 
transp o rt s tr ik e  in  w h ich  the T ra n sp o rt W orke rs  
U n ion w i l l  have the back ing  o f the New  Y o rk  
trade  un ion m ovem ent. H a v in g  said A , the N A A 
CP m ust say B. I t  m ust, b y  the log ic  o f its  sup
p o rt o f the m ayor, propose th a t the Negroes 
should support the m ayo r aga inst the s tr ik e . I f  
the m ayo r ca lls fo r  Negroes to  w o rk  on the line  
d u rin g  the s tr ike , the N A A C P  should, log ica lly , 
te ll Negroes to  go to w o rk . T h a t means S T R IK E 
B R E A K IN G .

W here w i l l  such a po licy  ge t the Negro w o rk 
ers? W ill the N egro w o rke rs  the reby find  jobs? 
B u t hav ing  served as s tr ikeb reake rs  in  a g re a t 
New  Y o rk  s tr ike , the N egro  w o rkers  w i l l  f ind  th a t 
the same unionized w o rke rs  who today— and 
there are m any o f th e m - have no race prejudice, 
consider the b lack  m an th e ir  bro thers, and sup
p o rt h im  in his demands fo r  a b e tte r life — these 
same w o rke rs  w i l l  look upon the Negro w o rk e r 
as a w ill in g  s tr ikeb rea ke r. Such a po licy  would 
p u t the N egro w o rke rs  back f i f t y  years!

The N A A C P  is no t do ing a service to  the 
N egro w ith  such advice. T h is  is one o f the w o rs t 
crim es ever pe rpe tra ted by the N A A C P .

A Negro Answer to the NAACP
F o rtu n a te ly , w ith in  the N egro com m un ity , the 

p o licy  proposed by the N A A C P  has n o t gone un
challenged. Here is the com m ent made by the 
Boston Chron ic le colum n, “ L e f t  Face,”  w r it te n  by 
M a rt in  R ichardson:

“ I t  is v e iy  tru e  th a t the tra n s p o rt w o rke rs ’ 
unions have s trayed  a long w a y  fro m  p lay ing  
ba ll w ith  th e ir  darker-hued b re th rcn-in -ove ra lls . 
L ik e  the p r in t in g  trades unions, the ra ilroad  
tra inm en, the bu ild ing -trades  un ions and a num 
ber o f others— la rg e ly  c ra f t  unions, in v a r ia b ly —  
the tra n s p o rt w o rke rs  c e rta in ly  have no t leaned 
over backw ard w e lcom ing colored m embers in to  
th e ir  ranks. . . .’’ B u t, he goes on, “ is the same 
th in g  tru e  o f the coal m iners, the sheet m eta l and 
iro n  trades w orkers , the ho te l and res tau ran t 
w orkers, o r  w ith  the ga rm en t in d u s try ?  Hasn’t  
the general trend  tow a rd  in d u s tr ia l un ion iza tion  
in  the past five  years b ro ug h t Negroes in to  a 
closer ha rm ony w ith  w h ite  la bo r than  i t  has ever 
enjoyed in  th is  c o u n try  o r any o ther p a r t o f the 
w o rld  where num bers o f us liv e  ? . . .

"W h ile  w h ite  labo r— and v e ry  fra n k ly , colored 
labor, too—is ju s t  beg inn ing to  lea rn  the hard 
lesson o f u n ity , the lesson th a t has been so driven  
ou t o f  th e ir  m inds fo r  generations by em ployers 
who have m ost to  ga in  by in te r- la b o r s tr ife , w h y  
now th ro w  the whole process back to  the levels of 
a few  years ago when we were seldom regarded 
as a n y th in g  o th e r tha n  tools w ith  w h ich  the 
bosses could keep th e ir  p re fe rred  w o rke rs  in  line  ?

“ This is e xa c tly  w h a t the  N A A C P  w i l l  be le t
t in g  its e lf  do to  the race i f  i t  persists in  the 
u n fo rtuna te  back ing  o f M ayo r L a  G uard ia  in  his 
no-strike-no-closed-shop plan. L a  G ua rd ia  does 
no t w a n t a po licem an’s con tro l o f the w o rke rs  on 
the subways fo r  the purpose o f c re a tin g  any 
m iracu lous new benefits fo r  the w o rke rs  w ho do 
no t belong to  the  tra n s p o rt w o rke rs  union. He 
w ants the Gestapo powers the easier to  ham 
s tr in g  one o f the s trongest and m ost so lid  unions 
in  N ew  Y o rk . T h a t w a y  he can w in  m ost laure ls  
in  the  least tim e  fo r  his opera tion o f the sub

ways.”

The N A A C P  and a ll o ther o rgan iza tions o f the 
Negroes m us t cease im m ed ia te ly  b a rga in ing  w ith  
L a  G uard ia  and ba rga in  w ith  the  T ransp o rt 
W orke rs  U n ion. L e t them  te ll the T ransp o rt 
W orke rs  U n ion  th a t capable Negroes e lig ib le  fo r  
un ion m em bership be g iven  bo th  jobs and un ion 
cards. B u t a t the same tim e  le t the  organ iza tions 
o f the  Negroes te ll the T ra n sp o rt W orke rs  and 
La bo r as a whole th a t, as one o f the m ost in 
te g ra l pa rts  o f the A m erican  la b o r m ovem ent, the 
N egro  is so lid ly  behind the w orkers , n o t the 
m ayors and the bosses.

India’s Left Wing 
Is on the March

B y S H E R M A N  S T A N L E Y
A t  the end o f las t w eek ’s ses

sion o f the 5,000,000-strong In 
d ian N a tio n a lis t Congress one 
c lear fa c t had emerged fro m  the 
de libe ra te ly  confused rep o rts  ap
pearing in  the A m erican  press.

I f  no t fo rm a lly , then in  re a lity , 
the In d ia n  N a tio n a lis t m ovem ent 
is sp lit. I t  is  s p lit  sha rp ly  between 
its  conservative, Gandhi-led r ig h t  
w in g  and its  le ft-w in g  headed by 
ex-P resident o f the Congress, 
Subhas Bose.

Hundreds o f thousands o f In 
dian w orkers, peasants and Con
gress organ izers had trave lled  to  
R am garh fro m  a ll p a rts  o f the 
In d ia n  sub-con tinen t to  a ttend 
these h is to r ic  sessions. They 
found th a t the sessions consti
tu ted  one o f the  b rie fes t Congress 
m eetings ever held, la s tin g  appar
en tly  less tha n  three days. A l l  o f 
the w o rk  o f the Congress was 
done p r io r  to  the fu l l  sessions by 
the G andhi dom inated Subjects 
C om m ittee  and E xecu tive  Com
m ittee.

The reso lu tion  o f the Subjects 
Com m ittee, adopted by the Con
gress delegates in  g re a t haste, 
called a tte n tio n  to  G andh i’s u n 
w illingness to begin an a n ti-w a r 
o r independence cam paign a t 
th is  tim e. I t  the re fo re  fo llow s 
th a t the Congress can do no th ing  
— u n til G andhi chooses to  be " w il
lin g ."

A c tio n  Voted Down

A ll  am endm ents— dem anding a 
com plete b reak  w ith  E ng land, 
u rg in g  a revo lu tiona ry , mass ac
tion  p ro g ra m  and the launch ing 
o f the independence cam paign 
now— were voted down by the 
G andhi fo llow ers. I t  was po lite ly
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h in ted  th a t no action  by  Gandhi 
and the Congress could be ex
pected fo r  a t " leas t three 
m onths.”

The m eaning o f th is  is th a t no 
action  can ever be expected fro m  
G andhi because i f  ano the r three 
m onths drones by w ith o u t any
th in g  occu rring , the  Congress w i l l  
fa l l  in to  an even m ore dem ora l
ized s ta te  tha n  today and w i l l  
lose a ll its  support am ong the 
masses.

Em ergence o f Bose
O bviously, the  m ost s ig n ifica n t 

fa c t abou t the  R am garh  sessions 
was the d ra m a tic  emergence o f 
the le f t  w in g  na tion a lis t, Subhas 
Bose.

Rum p Session A c ts
Speaking a t the rum p  Congress 

session he organized in  an ad
jo in in g  fie ld, Bose declared the  
aim  o f h is A n ti-C om prom ise  Con
gress. "B e fo re  p a r tin g  we m ust 
establish, perm anent m ach inery  
fo r w a g in g  an uncom prom is ing 
war. The hope o f th is  conference 
is th a t i t  w i l l  pre lude a  na tio n 
w ide s tru g g le  a long an a ll- In d ia  
ITont.”

A s a f irs t  step in  his p rogram  
o f action  Bose organized a d ra 
m a tic  dem onstra tion  o f 5,000 men 
and wom en w h ich  m arched 
th ro u g h  the G andhi Congress 
shouting, “ D ow n w ith  Com pro
mise.”  The im p o ten t supporters 
o f Gandhi could on ly  re to r t  w ith  
“ Long  live  Gandhi.”

The s p lit  in  the  Congress 
ranks a t R am garh  and the 
emergence o f an an ti-com pro 
m ise w in g  is a  decisive event, 
to  be welcomed and supported 
as a  m a jo r step fo rw a rd  in  the 
s tru g g le  aga ins t B r it is h  im per
ia lism .

The task  o f p iec ing toge the r 
w h a t is go ing on in  the te r r ito ry  
o f fo rm e r Poland occupied by 
the  Red A rm y  is  e x tra o rd in a r ily  
d ifficu lt. One can read tens o f 
thousands o f words o f “ in fo rm a 
t io n ”  in  the  S ta lin is t press w ith 
o u t fin d in g  an im p o rta n t fa c t 
about the new social s tru c tu re  
there. On the o th e r hand, m ost 
o f the no n -S ta lin is t reports  are 
suspect, com ing fro m  bourgeois 
B rit is h , F rench  and P o lish  
sources. In  general, one is  re 
duced to  ta k in g  fro m  each source 
those item s w h ich  are in vo lu n 
ta ry  tes tim on y  fo r  an estim a te  
w h ich  th a t source is no t fr ie n d ly  
to.

N ega tive  as th is  approach m ay 
seem, i t  nevertheless provides im 
p o rta n t m a te ria l. F o r example, 
the  num erous item s in  such B r i
tish  papers as the  M anchester 
G uard ian re p o rtin g  executions o f 
Polish and U k ra in ia n  in ha b itan ts  
on a la rge  scale m ay be p a r t ia l ly  
d iscounted as com ing fro m  a 
biased source, bu t when the same 
papers re p o rt m any acts o f k in d 
ness by Red A rm y  soldiers, no
ta b ly  p e rm itt in g  Jews fro m  Nazi 
Poland to  escape in to  Soviet- 
held te r r ito ry , i t  testifies to  a 
s ig n ifica n t s p ir it  e x is tin g  am ong 
the Red A rm y  soldiers.

D IS S E C T IN G  A N  IT E M  
IN  T H E  S T A L IN IS T  PRESS

A n  example o f g lean ing in fo r 
m a tion  fro m  the S ta lin is t press 
is provided by an a rtic le  in  the 
M arch  25 D a ily  W orker. I t  re 
po rts  :

“ The m a in  achievem ent is 
the  developm ent o f increasing 
num bers o f new leaders. T h is  
can be seen in  the  com position

o f the  55 deputies w h ich  these 
d is tr ic ts  w i l l  send to  the  Sup
reme S ov ie t o f the  U.S.S.R. 
A m ong them  are 18 members 
o f the  C om m unist P a r ty  and 
37 n o n -p a rty  people. They are 
men and women o f labo r and 
science— tw o  in d u s tr ia l w o rk 
ers, 16 peasants and 17 govern
m en t employees. W om en p lay  
an im p o rta n t p a r t  in  the  pub lic  
l i fe  o f the  libe ra ted  peoples. 
Tw e lve  wom en w ere nom ina
ted fo r  e lection to  the  highest 
govern ing body o f the  Soviet 
U n ion.”

Since the same a rtic le  begins, 
"T oday the people . . .  go to  the 
po lls to  elect th e ir  representa
tives to  the  Supreme S oviet” , we 
im m e d ia te ly  g a th e r w h a t the 
"e lec tion ”  am ounts to  when, be
fo re  the  votes are cast, ou r in 
fo rm a n t can te ll us who is 
elected! O ut o f 55, tw o  are in - 
u s tr ia l w o rke rs— th a t speaks 
o f the S ta lin is t bureaucracy, 
w h ich  thus p ious ly  carries out 
the Le n in is t conception th a t  the 
in d u s tr ia l p ro le ta r ia t m ust lead 
the countryside. S ta lin  fea rs  the 
p ro le ta r ia t above a ll. The 18 gov
ernm en ta l employees as repre
sentatives o f the to il in g  masses -  
ha t also te lls  us much.

One o f the ve ry  few  reports  we 
have been able to  find w h ich  bears 
evidence o f ob jective  descrip tion  
o f the actua l s itu a tio n  is th a t by 
Eugene Schreider, published in 
Lum iere , F rench rad ica l w eek ly  
and rep rin te d  here in  the L iv in g  
Age. Some sa lien t paragraphs are 
w o rth  quo ting :

“ S O C IA L IS M ” — W IT H  T H E  
H E L P  O F M A R T IA L  L A W !

“ M ost places are under m a rtia l

Stalin ists In  the C. L  O.—the G row ing  
B reak Between Them and  John L. Lewis

B y  E. R. F R A N K
The S ta lin is ts  poisoned the 

whole la bo r m ovem ent, in  the 
“ People’s F ro n t”  period, w ith  
th e ir  fan ta s tic , ly in g  propaganda 
th a t the popu la tion  o f the cou n try  
was d iv ided between “ p rog re 
ssives”  and “ reactionaries”  and 
th a t i t  was the sole d u ty  o f the 
la bo r m ovem ent to  suppo rt the 
“ progressives”  and oppose the 
"reac tiona ries .”  The S ta lin is t p ro 
paganda, however, d id  n o t change 
the re a lity .

The cap ita lis ts  s t i l l  ru n  the 
U n ited  States. The bankers and 
in d u s tr ia lis ts  s t i l l  own the coun
t r y ’s economic resources and 
w ealth , gobble up the hog’s share 
o f its  na tiona l income and consti
tu te  w h a t W oodrow  W ilson once 
called the “ inv is ib le  governm ent”  
— the rea l governm ent— o f the 
U n ited  States.

The Roosevelt a d m in is tra tio n  is 
iden tica l w ith  a ll previous adm in 
is tra tio n s  in  th is  fundam enta l 
q u a lity : th a t  i t  is the p o litica l 
agent o f A m erica ’s ru lin g  class— 
the ca p ita lis ts  who own and run  
the coun try . I t  is on ly  on th is  cold 
p ra c tica l class basis th a t i t  is pos
sible to  understand w h y  Roosevelt 
to le ra ted  the S ta lin is ts  d u r in g  the 
“ People’s F ro n t”  period and w hy 
he b it te r ly  opposes them  today. 
Roosevelt understood the S ta lin 
is t p a rty . He knew  th a t i t  was 
n o t a genuine soc ia lis t movem ent, 
b u t m ere ly  the venal too l o f the 
ro tte n  S ta lin is t bureaucracy.

U n o ffic ia lly  a llied  w ith  Eng land 
and France, the U n ite d  States 
was lined up aga ins t Germ any. 
T h a t is w hy, the m inu te  the H i t 
le r-S ta lin  P act was announced, 
Roosevelt and the cap ita lis ts  
launched a cam paign to  m obilize 
the fu l l  force o f “ pub lic  op in ion”  
fo r  a fu rio u s  assault upon the 
S ta lin is t p a rty . The end o f the 
“ People’s F ro n t”  thus saw the 
end o f the p o p u la r ity  o f the S ta l
in is t p a r ty  w ith  o ffic ia l pub lic  
opin ion. F rom  a “ bandwagon" 
m ovem ent, the S ta lin is ts  were 
converted in to  pariahs and social 
outcasts.

T h a t m eant a  change in  re la 
tions between the S ta lin is ts  and 
Lewis. The o ffic ia l leadership o f 
the CIO, lik e  the leadership o f the 
A F L , is tied  to  the c a p ita lis t class 
by a thousands d iffe re n t threads 
and connections. The whole top 
leadership o f the C IO , to  a man, 
believes in  the e te rna l existence 
o f the c a p ita lis t system  in  the 
same w a y  as a sm all to w n  bank
er in  Iow a. These labo r leaders 
have been c o rre c tly  described as 
the “ la bo r lieu tenan ts  o f the cap i
ta lis t  class."

L E W IS -S T A L IN IS T  A L L IA N C E  
FR O M  1936-1939

A t  the tim e  o f the S ta lin -H itle r  
pact, Lew is  had been in  an a l l i 
ance w ith  the S ta lin is ts  fo r  more 
than  three years. He had thereby 
secured the aid o f th e ir  w e ll-o iled  
na tiona l m achine in  his ea rly  o r
gan iz ing  ac tiv itie s . He th o u g h t he 
could use them  and ou tsm a rt

them.
T hroughou t th is  period, Lew is 

cons tan tly  r e c e i v e d  in d ig na n t 
pro tests o f the union m em bership 
aga inst the un ion -w reck ing  a c ti
v itie s  o f the S ta lin is t crew. The 
W est Coast sailors and firem en 
protested aga inst the w re ck ing  o f 
the M a ritim e  F edera tion  o f the 
Pacific. A  pe titio n  signed by  fo u r 
po w e rfu l unions o f Los Angeles, 
the IL G W U , the A u to  W orkers, 
the Rubber W orke rs  and the SW - 
OC, subm itted  a deta iled account 
o f the au to c ra tic  ru le  and un ion
w re ck ing  a c tiv itie s  o f B ridges and 
his crew, and demanded the re 
m ova l o f B ridges as C IO  W est 
Coast d irec to r. B eg inn ing  w ith  
1938, the fa c tio n a l maneuvers o f 
the S ta lin is ts  in  the A u to  W o rk 
ers U n ion became a na tiona l 
scandal, etc., etc. Lew is heard a ll 
o f these protests, received a ll o f 
these requests and pe titions, b u t 
d id  no t budge an inch.

In  ad d ition  Lew is was w e ll 
aw are o f the ro tten  union agree
m ents th a t  the S ta lin is ts  signed 
in  the N M U , the Longshorem an’s 
U n ion, etc., etc. —  agreem ents 
w h ich  were a d isgrace to the la 
bor movem ent. Lew is knew  o f the 
hounding and expulsion o f union 
m ilita n ts , in  the W est Coast o f
fice w orkers, in  the east coast 
N M U , in  the G u lf N M U , where 
C u rran  p ra c tic a lly  w recked the 
local unions in  o rder to  r id  h im 
se lf o f a ra n k  and file  opposition. 
Lew is was cogn izant o f these 
facts, bu t he fo rgave  and fo rgo t. 
He was so libe ra l, as to even con
done o u tr ig h t scabbing, as oc
curred la s t year, when Bridges 
led a crew o f w o rke rs  th rou gh  the 
p icke t lines o f the S ailo rs U n ion 
o f the Pacific. W hy  no t?  Judg ing  
by Lew is ’s ow n labo r record and 
methods, he p robab ly  considered 
a ll these practices as w h o lly  le g i
t im a te  and c e rta in ly  perm issib le.

L E W IS ’ B R E A K  W IT H  
T H E  S T A L IN IS T S  B E G IN S

B u t when the S ta lin -H itle r  pact 
was signed and the A m erican  
C om m unist P a r ty  found its e lf  un 

der ferocious a tta c k  o f a ll o ffic ia l 
“ pub lic  op in ion”  —  th a t ne ithe r 
Lew is nor H illm a n  no r M u rra y  
could ignore o r to le ra te . T h a t 
called fo r  ac tion ! Lew is decided 
then and there  th a t the bloc w ith  
the S ta lin is ts  m us t be broken.

O f course, g re a t dem ocrats th a t 
they are, these labo r leaders d id  
no t bo ther to in fo rm  anybody of 
th e ir  decision. The San Francisco 
CIO convention, m eeting  tw o  
m onths a fte r  the s ign ing  o f the 
pact, proceeded about its  busi
ness, w ith o u t Lew is g iv in g  the 
delegates so m uch as a h in t th a t 
a d ra s tic  rev is ion in  po licy  was 
fo rthcom ing . The on ly  in k lin g  
th a t som eth ing was b rew ing  
came a t the end o f the conven
tion , when ne ithe r B ridges or 
C u rran  were elected as V ice-P res
idents, positions they deserved, 
fro m  the po in t o f v ie w  o f the 
prom inence and im portance o f 
th e ir  unions.

In  typ ica l fash ion, Lewis, w ith 
ou t w a rn ing , exploded the bomb, 
a t the E xecu tive  Board m eeting 
im m ed ia te ly  fo llo w in g  the con
vention. In  sca th ing  term s, fo r  
the f ir s t  tim e  since the  fo rm a tio n  
o f the CIO, he denounced the 
C om m unist P a rty , and warned 
th a t he w ou ld  no t to le ra te  a  dou
ble allegiance on the p a r t  o f any 
CIO  officia ls. He assured the 
board members th a t a g re a t ca r
eer aw aited every one o f them  in 
side the labo r movem ent, b u t on ly  
on cond ition  th a t they have no 
outside allegiances. A s a fu r th e r  
w a rn ing , to  ind ica te  th a t th is  was 
no id le th rea t, B rophy, who had 
been a fe llo w  tra v e lle r  o f the OP, 
was kicked ou t as O rgan iza tion  
D ire c to r and replaced by an old 
M in e r ’s U n ion  wheelhorse, A lla n  
Hayw ood; and H a rry  Bridges, the 
m ost p rom inen t S ta lin is t in  the 
CIO, was removed as W est Coast 
D ire c to r and ins truc ted  to  confine 
his a c tiv itie s  to  C a lifo rn ia .
W H Y  T H E  PUR G E 
PRO CEEDS S LO W LY

Since the E xecu tive  Board 
m eeting, the purge o f the S ta lin -

ists has proceeded ve ry  s lo w ly  
and he s ita tin g ly . Lew is  has d is
covered th a t i t  is  no t easy to 
d rive  the S ta lin is ts  o u t o f the 
CIO. The S ta lin is ts  have been 
w o rk in g  in  the new CIO  unions 
fro m  the ground up and have in 
trenched themselves in  num erous 
s tra te g ic  positions o f influence 
and power. In  m any o f these un 
ions, as in  the  N a tio n a l M a ritim e  
U nion, the  W est Coast Long
shoreman, the A g r ic u ltu ra l W o rk 
ers, the U n ited  E le c tr ica l &  Radio 
W orkers, the w h ite  co lla r unions, 
the F u rr ie rs , etc., they con tro l the 
en tire  un ion apparatus fro m  top 
to bo ttom — the key locals as w e ll 
as the In te rn a tio n a l offices.

I t  is obviously im possible fo r  
Lew is to  ju s t w a lk  in and purge 
the S ta lin is ts  in  these unions 
w ith o u t, a t  the same tim e, w re ck 
in g  the unions. Lew is cannot a f
fo rd  to  adopt such an adven tu r
is tic  po licy  a t th is  tim e, in  v iew  
o f the f ig h t  w ith  the A E L  as w e ll 
as the em ployers’ an ti-un ion  o f
fensive.

W hile  Lew is has de fin ite ly  
broken w ith  the S ta lin is ts , the 
S ta lin is ts  are s t i l l  t ry in g  to  pa tch  
up th e ir  a lliance w ith  Lew is 
They have no t as ye t changed 
th e ir  People’s F ro n t po licy  o f 
sycophancy and g ro ve llin g  before 
Lew is. To th is  day, every local 
S ta lin is t o ffic ia l prefaces every 
speech by a t r ib u te  to Lew is— the 
g re a t leader w ho can do no 
w rong . T h is  b e lly -c ra w lin g  po licy  
a im s to  hide behind Lew is ’ sk ir ts , 
w h ile  pushing th rou gh  in  the un 
ions the new S ta lin is t line.

The S ta lin is ts  are te m p o ra rily  
aided in  these a ttem p ts , because 
o f the episodic d isagreem ent be
tween Lew is and H illm a n  on the 
CIO  a ttitu d e  tow ards Roosevelt 
and the w a r crisis. The differences 
between Lew is and H illm a n , how
ever, are tem po ra ry  and u n im 
p o rta n t. They resolve themselves 
m ere ly  in to  a question o f tactics. 
B U T  T H E  P U R G E  
W IL L  GO ON

B u t the differences between 
Lew is and the S ta lin is ts  are p ro 
found and fundam enta l. Lew is 
is a  labo r lieu te nan t o f the  A m e r
ican c a p ita lis t class. H is  labo r 
bureaucracy rests upon A m erican  
cap ita lism . The S ta lin is t p a rty  is 
the A m erican  agency o f the 
K re m lin  bureaucracy. Between 
the tw o  lies an unbridgeable gu lf,

Lew is, and th is  is tru e  o f his 
whole machine, has so l i t t le  class- 
consciousness th a t  he is, r ig h t  
now, coopera ting  w ith  the F B I, 
the detested a n ti- la b o r G-men, in  
o rder to ga in  a tem po ra ry  fa c 
tio n a l advantage over the  r iv a l 
A F L  unions. Lew is w i l l  hesitate 
in fin ite ly  less, as the w a r cris is  
sharpens and the a rm y  moves to  
ja m  the unions in to  the s tra it-  
ja c k e t o f the w a r m achine, to  
cooperate w ith  these same G-men 
to  purge every S ta lin is t, b ig  and 
sm all, o u t o f the CIO.

(The fo u rth  a r t ic le  o f th is
series w i l l  appear n e x t week.)

law . However, S ov ie tiza tion  is 
proceeding steadily , w ith  every
th in g  th a t i t  im plies, liq u id a tio n  
o f ca p ita lis tic  elements, th a t is 
to  say, the m erchants, landow n
ers, and the ‘K u la k s ’ ; the system 
a tic  rem oval o f fo rm e r offic ia ls  
and m un ic ipa l councils, the sub
s t itu t io n  o f  a w o rke rs ’ and peas- 
sants’ m il it ia  fo r  the Polish police.

“ K om som olskaya P ravda  has 
s ta ted th a t changes in  adm in is 
tra t io n  have been made easy by 
the Polish au th o ritie s  themselves. 
B la ck lis ts  were found con ta in 
in g  the  names o f in d iv idu a ls  sus
pected o f ha rb o rin g  sym path ies 
tow a rd  the Soviet regim e. T hanks 
to  these files, i t  was possible to 
organize q u ic k ly  new cadres of 
"a c tiv is ts "  who are charged w ith  
m a in ta in in g  the new regim e. 
These new au th o ritie s , w ho had 
been saved fro m  prison and pe r
secution by the Red A rm y  are a t 
present conscientiously h u n tin g  
down the rem nants o f the Polish 
a ris to c ra ts  and p rop rie to rs  o f the 
la rge  estates, m ost o f whom  had 
been surprised by the invasion. 
H ow ever the Soviet a u tho ritie s  
are keeping a  f irm  re in  on these 
a c tiv itie s .”

The la s t sentence has especial 
im portance. Even these fa ith fu l 
a c tiv is ts  m ay become dangerous 
to the K re m lin  bureaucracy. We 
can also believe Kom som olskaya 
P ravda about the lu c k y  find  o f 
these lis ts . Such lis ts  as the K rem  
lin  had o f Polish C om m unists are 
o f l i t t le  value to  i t — several years 
ago when S ta lin  was c o u rtin g  
Poland he dissolved the  Polish 
C om m unist P a r ty  as "P o lish - 
Fasc is t agents”  and i f  he seeks 
these old  B olsheviks now, i t  w il l 
on ly  be fo r  the purpose o f execut
in g  them  as "T ro ts k y is ts .”  M ean
w h ile , fro m  new elements, the 
bureaucracy hopes to  create a 
subord inate s ta ff in  its  own image.

“ E x is t in g  peasant o rgan iza tions 
are be ing used fo r  es tab lish ing 
a s o rt o f co llective  respons ib ility  
They are being held responsible 
fo r  a g r ic u ltu ra l w o rk  and have 
been g iven a hand in  d is tr ib u tin g  
Polish p ro pe rty . C ity  a d m in is tra 
t io n  is being ru n  by a  p rov is iona l 
o rgan iza tion  composed o f a ch a ir
m an appointed by the A rm y  and 
three members appointed by h im . 
U su a lly  one o f the fo u r  is a m em 
ber o f the  N K V D  (usu a lly  known 
as the O GPU) and i t  is  he who 
appa ren tly  is charged w ith  the 
actua l task o f S ovie tiza tion, w h ile  
his colleagues are occupied w ith  
everyday rou tine  problem s.”

S T A L IN  F E A R S  R E D  
A R M Y  C O N TA C TS  W IT H  
M ASSES

“ Before casting  the li fe  o f the 
occupied reg ions in to  the Soviet 
mold, au th o ritie s  are s tu d y in g  re 
actions, a tte m p tin g  to g a in  the 
confidence o f the ‘suspect’ w o rk 
ing  elements and in te llec tua ls . I t  
is in te re s tin g  to  note th a t mea
sures have been taken  to  prevent 
con tac t between the Red A rm y  
and the masses of w o rke rs  and 
Jews a ffilia te d  w ith  the Socia lis t 
In te rn a tio n a l” .

In  sending the Red A rm y  be
yond the fro n tie rs  o f the Soviet 
U n ion, S ta lin  has set in  m otion  
forces th a t the bureaucracy w il l  
no t be able to s tifle . N o t the  least 
o f these w i l l  be the questions th a t 
occur to m any Red A rm y  soldiers 
as they are called to  repress the 
ve ry  w o rke rs  and peasants whom  
they came to  “ lib e ra te ” . Tha Red 
A rm y  soldiers, no t a co llection  
o f robots as the bourgeoisie w ould 
have us believe, cannot escape 
being s tir re d  and shaken by th e ir  
experience and th e ir  contacts w ith  
w o rke rs  and peasants fro m  the 
w o rld  outside.

T H E Y ’L L  N E V E R  R E T U R N  
TO  C A P IT A L IS M !

The lo t o f the w o rke rs  and 
peasants o f S ovie t Poland is a 
c le a r-cu t one. They now resume 
the s tru g g le  fo r  lib e r ty  and bread 
upon a h ighe r plane. W ith  cap i
ta lis t  p ro p e rty  re la tions destroyed 
by the Red A rm y , the U kra in ians, 
Poles, and W h ite  Russians w il l  
f ig h t now fo r  S oc ia lis t au tonom y 
and freedom  fro m  the K re m lin — 
b u t never to go back to  the old 
Poland o f feuda l land lords, m il i
ta ris ts , and bankers.

The ex iled  and defeated Polish 
cap ita lis ts  w e ll understand th is. 
T h a t is w h y  on Decem ber 1, 1939, 
even a f te r  tw o  m onths o f N az i 
a tro c itie s  in N az i Poland, w e ll- 
public ized th rou gh ou t the w orld , 
the M anchester G uard ian corres
pondent reported, “ Lead ing Poles 
fea r Russian ru le  even m ore tha n  
G erm an” . These “ lead ing Poles" 
rea lize th a t the w o rke rs  and pea
sants who now  know  the  benefits 
o f co llectiv ized p rope rty , even un 
der the S ta lin is t strang leho ld , 
w i l l  never go back to  c a p ita lis t 
exp lo ita tion .

"SPARKS IN  THE NEWS''

In  I ta ly  O n ly  
Fascists M ay  
Com m it Crimes

B y  D W IG H T  M A C D O N A L D

T h is  colum n has o ften  dea lt w ith  th a t s ig n if i
can t problem  o f o u r tim es: the increasing in te r 
ven tion  o f the  s ta te  pow er in to  social and eco
nom ic life . R ecen tly  I  received a le tte r  fro m  a 
reader, E g id io  M a ttin a , w h ich  in te re s tin g ly  docu
m ents th is  process as i t  has been go ing  on in  
I ta ly  under 11 Duce. I t  takes as its  te x t th is  sen
tence fro m  a news re p o rt: “ T he  D ire c to r General 
o f Police in  Rome rece n tly  presented to  M us
so lin i s ta tis tic s  tend ing  to  prove the  progressive 
d im in ishm en t yea r by yea r o f c rim e  in  I ta ly . ”

II Duce Socializes Crime
“ The cause o f th is  d im in ishm en t o f c rim e un 

der Fascism ," w rite s  M r. M a ttin a , “ is  to  be 
found in  the p e cu lia ritie s  o f th a t system  o f s ta te  
m anagem ent, w hereby the G overnm ent tends to  
absorb a ll c r im in a l tendencies to  its e lf, m a k in g  
an ti-soc ia l c rim e no t on ly  hazardous b u t u n p ro fit-  
able as compared to the r ic h  rew ards in  ‘socia l
ized’ crim e. Fascism  dares n o t to le ra te  indepen
dent c r im in a l a c t iv ity  an y  m ore th a n  i t  can to l
era te  a  ‘fre e ’ press. Hence a ll c r im in a l a c t iv ity  
m ust con form  s t r ic t ly  to  the p a r ty  line  o r su ffe r 
ou tla w ry .

“ T h is  developm ent is especially in te re s tin g  be
cause o f the fa c t th a t in  I ta ly  (except fo r  the 
m ost advanced sections o f the  N o rth ) c r im in a l 
a c t iv ity  has a lw ays tra d it io n a lly  been carried  on 
no t by c rim ina ls  b u t ra th e r  by outlaw s. In  enu
m e ra tin g  the  achievem ents o f M usso lin i, h is ad
m ire rs  tr iu m p h a n tly  l is t  ‘the w ip in g  o u t o f the 
ho rrib le  M a ffia ’— to  w h ich  we m ig h t add the  Ca- 
m orra , brigandage, and a ll the  o th e r ragged ta t 
te rs  o f feudalism  s u rv iv in g  in  the South. M us
so lin i, the b it te r  enemy o f feudalism , lik e  the 
g re a t Napoleon, has stam ped them  a ll out.

" I t  was no t so heroic an achievem ent. The M a f
fia  and the C am orra  were no m a tch  fo r  the  cap i
ta lis tic  police forces o f Rome and Lo m ba rdy  and 
P iedm ont. To do the b a n d itt i jus tice , the y  were 
shrewd enough to rea lize th is , and so, where they  
could, they donned the b lack  s h ir t  and became 
a rden t F asc is ti, r ig h t ly  su rm is ing  i t  the ne x t 
best th in g  to  be ing a M a ffis ta  o r C am orris ta . 
Thus the M a ffia  ‘d isappeared’ by  the process o f 
ass im ila tion . The same is tru e  o f c rim e in  gen
eral. F o r them  both, i t  was m ere ly  a case o f re 
in s ta tem en t in  a m ore m odern fo r m : the po lice 
force o f S ic ily  is now a re g u la r Society o f O ld 
M affistas. T h is  is w h a t the y  ca ll Progress.”

Ita lianization with a Small " i "
Socialized crim e, m y correspondent continues, 

“ is on ly  one sample o f the process o f ita lia n iz a 
tio n  to w h ich  a ll a c t iv ity ,  g re a t o r sm all, m ust 
sub m it is e lf under M usso lin i. The com plete l is t  is 
s taggering . Fascism  has made e ve ry th in g  in  I ta ly  
ita lia n  (w ith  a sm a ll i) .  The coun te rs igna tu re  o f 
M usso lin i m ust be on eve ry th ing , in c lud in g  crim e.

“ He has ita lia n ize d  A r t  and a rtis ts . . . . W h ile  
the professors and the c r it ic s  q u ie tly  w a it  fo r  
the N ew  I ta lia n  Renaissance, w h ich  lik e  P ros
p e r ity  in  A m erica  is a lw ays ju s t  around the cor
ner in  I ta ly ,  to m ake its  appearance, th e y  g ra te 
fu l ly  acknow ledge the one m ig h ty  c o n trib u tio n  to  
‘a r t ’ in  m odern I ta ly — M usso lin i’s N a tio n a l A ca 
demy.

“ He has ita lian ize d  the b a n d itt i o f the South, 
and i t  w ou ld  surp rise  rom a n tic  to u r is t  ladies to  
know  how easily these desperate orphans suffered 
themselves to be reg im ented.

"H e  has ita lia n ize d  C atho lic ism  w hich, especial
ly  in  the South, has a lw ays been the b it te r  enemy 
o f the S tate.

"H e has ita lia n ize d  the Catholics. He d id  n o t 
have to  ita lia n iz e  the Jews, w ho are s t i l l  the best 
(m ost cha uv in is t) I ta lia n s  in  I ta ly  and w ho owe 
w ha teve r u n p o p u la rity  the y  have enjoyed in  m od
ern I ta ly  to  prec ise ly  th a t reason. (N ow , o f 
course, even the a n ti- ita lia n is m  o f the people has 
become ‘ita lia n ,’ i.e., a n ti-se m itic .)

“ He has ita lian ize d  the clericals. He has ita l ia n 
ized the an ti-c le rica ls . He has ita lia n ize d  pagan
ism  (the  p a tr io t ic  paganism  o f the disciples o f 
D ’A nn un z io ), cyn ic ism  (the  p a tr io t ic  Peglers o f 
I ta ly )  and papism — i f  no t the  Pope h im se lf. He 
has ita lian ize d  the unhappy shades o f M ach iave l- 
li,  D ante  and Caesar and a ll the o th e r ghosts u n 
w a ry  enough to roam  the I ta lia n  earth . He has 
ita lian ize d  I ta ly ’s share o f Heaven and I ta ly ’s 
share o f H e ll.”

WHY LOVESTONEITES W O N T  
DEBATE

O ur readers w i l l  reca ll th a t we issued a cha l
lenge to  the Social D em ocra tic  Federation, the 
S oc ia lis t p a rty , the Lovestoneites and o th e r sup
po rte rs  o f F in lan d  aga ins t the Soviet U n ion. The 
o n ly  one to  respond was the Lovestone g roup ; and 
i t  q u ic k ly  developed th a t th e y  responded m ere ly  
to  m ake the record, and no t to  a c tu a lly  go 
th rou gh  w ith  a debate.

W e proposed th a t a debate be held between 
a u th o r ita tiv e  representatives o f the tw o  o rg an iz 
ations. In  accordance w ith  th a t proposal we p ro 
posed as ou r speaker James P. Cannon, o u r N a 
tio n a l Secre tary. W e in fo rm ed  the Lovestoneites 
th a t we were ready to  accept as th e ir  speaker 
e ith e r Jay  Lovestone o r B e rtra m  D. W olfe , th e ir  
tw o  m ost representa tive  spokesmen. B u t instead 
they offered on ly  W ill H erberg , one o f the lesser 
lig h ts  in  th e ir  o rg an iza tio n  and a person unknow n 
to the  w ide s tra ta  o f the advanced N ew  Y o rk  
w orkers . F o r  the purpose o f a t tra c t in g  a rep 
resenta tive  crow d o f rad ica l w o rkers , th e ir  p ro 
posal was absurd. We ins is ted on Lovestone o r 
W olfe. They refused.

W e do no t care to go th ro u g h  w ith  a debate 
w ith  somebody w hom  Lovestone can repud iate 
tom orrow . W e w a n t the F in n ish  p a tr io t is m  o f 
the Lovestoneites to  be defended by an a u th o r
ita t iv e  spokesman. We are ready to  have the de
bate on th a t basis a t any tim e.
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FIGHT W ITH THE SOCIALIST 
WORKERS PARTY FOR:

1. A Job and a decent living for every worker.
2. Open the Idle factories— operate them under 

workers’ control.
5. A Twenty-mUlon dollar Federal public works 

and housing program.
4. T h irty -th irty — $30-weekly minimum wage— SO 

hour weekly maximum for all workers on all Jobs.
6. T h irty  dollar weekly old-age and dlsabillty 

pension.
6. Expropriate the Sixty Families.

A ll war funds to the unemployed.
8. A people’s referendum on any and all wars.
9. No secret diplomacy.

10. An Independent Labor Party.
11. W orkers' Defense Guards against vigilante and 

Fascist attacks.
12. Full social, political and economic equality for 

the Negro people.

Judge-Made Law
The annals of the American courts are full ol 

flagrant examples of judge-made law. Judge 
Peyton Gordon o f the District of Columbia Fed
eral District Court made a particularly flagrant 
addition to that dishonorable record on Tuesday.

He ruled that trade unions are not exempt 
from prosecution under the anti-trust laws. But 
Section 6 of the Clayton Act. passed under labor 
pressure, says very specifically that trade unions 
are exempt. That didn’t stop the judge. “ Section 
6 of the Clayton Act protects the defendants,”  
he decided, “ only when the means which they 
employ to carry out or attain their object are 
law ful.”

This hocus-pocus enabled the judge to con
cede that a jurisdictional strike of the Washing
ton, D. C., teamsters might of itself be a lawful 
object, but that the means o f conducting the 
strike— pressure on companies involved, “ coerc
ing”  the drivers involved to jo in the teamsters, 
etc., in other words the usual means of conduct
ing anv strike— rendered the strike a “ criminal

O  V

conspiracy" under the anti-trust laws.
That all this “ law” is mumbo-jumbo is under

lined by the fact that the teamsters had previous
ly won the point at issue, a settlement between 
the teamsters and the engineers having conceded 
the men involved to the teamsters union. Despite 
this amicable settlement, the Department of Jus
tice insists on prosecuting the case.

Would the judge dare to go in for this kind 
of hair-splitting, and the Department of Justice 
dare to continue with this and scores of similar 
cases against A F L  unions i f  the labor movement 
were reunited in a m ilitant campaign against this 
union-busting drive? We. think not.

Judge Gordon’s ruling constitutes not only a 
blow at the A F L  but also at the CIO. I f  his ru l
ing is followed by the Supreme Court, its deci
sion in the Apex hosiery case, now before it, w ill 
go against the CIO.

CIO  members should keep that in mind when 
they read those disgraceful articles in the CIO  
News which take the prosecution's side against 
the A F L  unions.

Southern Filibuster
Twenty-five Southern Senators headed by 

Senator Connally of Texas have banded together 
in filibuster against the passage o f a bill by Con
gress which in the case of a lynching would pen
alize members o f the constabulary for failure to 
protect their prisoner and which would provide 
for damages against them and the counties they 
serve.

The Senators do not argue in the usual Sena
torial style that such legislation would work a 
hardship upon the paychecks o f their constabu

lary— if  this were the case they could demand 
that the salaries of those constables in the habit 
of jo ining in the murder of members o f the com
munity be raised by a Congressional appropria
tion or at the direct expense of the Negroes to 
make up the difference.

Nor does it seem that the Senators are par
ticularly concerned about the fact that the Negro 
section of the voting population in this election 
w ill surely support anti-lynch legislation and the 
party which fights for it. This lack of concern 
is understandable since the Negroes of the South 
are generally not permitted to vote anyway.

The arguments of Senator Connally and the 
rest concerning this bill are a repetition of the 
ones used in previous filibusters against similar 
legislation.

They argue, for instance, that such legislation 
would interfere with States' and Counties’ rights. 
This is true i f  it also true that a State or County 
has the right to lynch an individual.

They argue that such legislation would be an 
affront to the South. This is true i f  it can be 
held that the South consists of no one but Bour
bons like the twenty-five Senators.

They argue, as a final clincher, that the lynch
ing “ evil”  does not exist. I f  it does not exist 
then how could a law against it interfere with 
States' and Counties' “ rights" to carry on lynch- 
ings?

All these arguments are patently specious. 
What the twenty-five Southern Senators are 
really arguing for is not States' rights nor Coun
ty rights, nor Southern honor, but the need of 
the Southern Bourbon to smell human flesh 
scorching under the blow torch. They are battling 
against this legislation because they fear it might 
encourage a movement which, uniting the Negro 
and white toilers, would do away with such 
abominations forever. Lynching, to the South
ern Bourbon, expresses more directly, and at the 
same time more symbolically than anything else, 
bis brutal exploitation o f the oppressed Negro 
race.

1 f the twenty-five Senators are successful in 
their filibuster against this legislation, they 
should arrange a proper celebration—-a victim 
strung up on a chandelier on the Senate floor or 
on the flagpole atop the dome, or perhaps, i f  such 
acts would bring the South unfavorable publicity 
at this time, just filing each other’s teeth down to 
a needle point.

In  the W o rld  of Labor
By Paul G. Stevens

New Recruits for Australian 
Section of Fourth International

O ur comrades o f the C om m unist League of 
A u s tra lia  (Section o f the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l) 
are s tead ily  ev inc ing signs o f rap id  g ro w th . T h e ir 
bold re vo lu tio n a ry  w o rk , ca rried  on under w a r
tim e  pressure, is a ttra c t in g  widespread support 
from  a w o rk in g  class w h ich  has a tra d it io n  of 
a n ti-w a r s trugg le . The a n ti-w a r reso lu tion  which, 
the newspapers here report, was adopted las t 
week by the New South W ales Federation o f the 
A u s tra lia n  Labor P a rty , despite the rab id  opposi
tion  o f the p a r ty ’s leadership, m ay be regarded 
as another ind ica tion  o f the trend.

The League’s o ffic ia l organ, the M ilita n t,  in  its  
F eb rua ry  issue, reports  th a t the Boot Trades U n 
ion has endorsed ou r comrades' ca ll “ fo r  steps to 
be taken to  develop organ iza tion  to  provide w o rk 
ing  class resistance to  any fu tu re  a ttacks  on the 
w o rke rs ’ a lready lim ite d  r ig h ts .”  The Trades and 
Labor Council o f Sydney is to  act on the un ion ’s 
recom m endation sho rtly .

Tw o organ izers o f the League have been sent 
to M elbourne which, the M il ita n t  rem inds us. 
"was the center o f the a n ti-w a r m ovem ent”  in 

1914-1918.
R ecru itm en t to our ranks fro m  the dis illusioned 

ranks o f the S ta lin is t p a r ty  is con tinu ing  apace 
in A us tra lia . Aside from  numerous w o rk e r -m ili
tan ts, p rom inent C.P. in te llec tua ls  and leaders 
arc ra lly in g  to  the banner o f the F o u rth  In te rn a 
tional. Am ong the la tte r, aside from  J. N. R aw l- 
mgs and Guido Barachi, whose break w ith  S ta lin 
ism was reported hero some tim e  ago. Jack 
Kavanagh and B e tty  Roland have now pub lic ly  
declared th e ir  stand. Kavanagh is a fo rm e r leader 
of the C om m unist P a rty  o f A u s tra lia  and B e tty  
Roland is th a t c o u n try ’s lead ing p la y w rig h t. In  a 
s ta tem ent issued by her and published by the 
C om m unist League, B e tty  Roland says:

"N a tu ra lly , m y d is illus ion  has no t been confined 
to the leadership o f the C.P. o f A u s tra lia , as I 
realize th a t events here, as in  a ll sections o f the 
C om m unist In te rn a tio n a l, have th e ir  o r ig in  in 
Moscow. And, w h ile  I  recognize th a t the U.S.S.R. 
is s t i l l  a w o rke rs ’ sta te  and s t ill re ta ins  the p r in 
ciple achievem ent o f the O ctober revo lu tion , i.e., 
the socialized means o f production, nevertheless 
the present leadership under Joseph S ta lin  is the 
enemy o f th a t w o rke rs ’ state, and, unless specd- 

[ i ly  deposed, w ill c e rta in ly  b ring  about the de
s tru c tio n  o f the gains o f O ctober and be tra y  the 
Soviet Union in to  the hands o f the c a p ita lis t 
class, as they have betrayed the revo lu tiona ry  
cause in  so m any o ther pa rts  o f the w o rld  since 
they came to  power.”

The F ebrua ry  M il ita n t  also publishes a s ta te 
m ent o f the C om m unist League on “ S ta lin ’s A s
sau lt on F in la n d ”  iden tica l w ith  the reso lu tion 
on the S ov ie t-F inn ish  w a r adopted by the P o lit ic 
al Com m ittee o f the S ocia lis t W orkers  P a rty .

Especia lly  g ra tify in g  in  th is  respect, is the 
fa c t th a t comrade Leon T ro ts k y ’s g re a t w o rk  
“ The U.S.S.R. in  W a r”  is en joy ing  widespread 
a tten tion . The pam ph le t has now been issued in 
Eng land, in B elg ium , in  S w itze rland, in Denm ark 
and in  South A m erica . The F rench ed ition, pub
lished by o u r comrades o f the B e lg ian Revolu
tio n a ry  Socia lis t P a rty , conta ins a preface app ly 
in g  its  p o lit ic a l conclusions to  the recent Soviet- 
F inn ish  W ar. In  D enm ark, i t  has appeared as a 
special issue o f K lasse Kam p, the o ffic ia l pub lica 
tion  o f ou r section there. The Germ an ed ition is 
published along w ith  T ro ts k y 's  la te r w o rk , “ A ga in  
and A ga in  on the C haracte r o f the U.S.S.R.”  in 
D er E inz ige Weg, theore tica l organ o f our com 
rades in  S w itze rland. In  South A m erica , the 
pam phlet was published by Clave, m on th ly  the 
o re tica l review  o f our L a tin  A m erican  comrades.

A m ong o th e r pub lica tions received arc the fo l
lo w in g : La  N ueva In te rnac iona l, offic ia l organ of 
the R evo lu tiona ry  W orke rs  Group o f A rge n tin a  
(F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l) , w h ich  contains among 
others a tra n s la tio n  o f the reso lu tion on the Sovi
e t-F inn ish  con flic t adopted by the Am erican pa rty .

C ontra  la  C orrien te , o rgan  o f the In te rn a tio n a l 
W orkers  Group o f U ru g u a y  (F o u rth  In te rn a tio n 
a l) , a new pub lica tion  in  th a t country .

W orke rs  F ig h t, organ o f the R evo lu tionary 
W orke rs  League o f Eng land. The la tte r  w rite s  in 
its  m id -F e b rua ry  issue:

“ W h ils t vic ious a tta cks  are being made on the 
r ig h ts  o f trade un ion is ts , w h ils t wage cuts are 
proposed by the C ity  o f London, our m ost re
sponsible trade  union o ffic ia l, S ir W a lte r C itrine , 
goes to  F in land  to  solidarize h im se lf w ith  the 
bloody bu tcher M annerheim . T h is  m ission is ob
viously one insp ired by the N a tion a l Governm ent. 
The v is it  resembles th a t o f J. H. Thom as and 
Henderson in  1917, when these labo r fake rs  were 
sent by C h u rch ill to Russia in  order to induce 
the Russian to ile rs  to  continue the s tiu g g le  on 
the side o f the allies. . . . We have chosen our 
place in  th is  s trugg le . I t  is on the side o f the 
Soviet U n ion  and aga inst Cham berla in. D a lad ie r 
and Roosevelt. . . . We realize th a t the treacher
ous po licy o f the C om inte rn  is now bearing f ru it .  
The Soviet U n ion is now in  danger, and she has 
ve ry  few friends le ft in  the w o rk in g  class move
m ent o f the w o rld . B u t i t  is the d u ty  o f revo lu 
tion is ts  to  exp la in  p a tie n tly  th a t S ta lin  has not 
ye t succeeded in destroy ing  a ll the economic and 
po litica l conquests o f the October revo lu tion . . . . 
Move in you r trade union branches resolutions 
against C itr in e 's  v is it  to F in land. . . . No In te r 
ven tion  A g a in s t Russia! F o r the Defense o f the 
U .S .S .R .!"

T h a t th is  sen tim ent is ga in ing  ground in E ng
land is ind ica ted by the report, carried  in  the 
press th is  week, o f the s trong  a n ti-w a r reso lution 
adopted by the na tiona l convention o f the N a tio n 
al Un ion o f Shop Assistants, W arehousemen and 
C lerks. The action  o f the Scottish D iv is ion  o f the 
Independent La bo r P a rty , on w h ich  we com m ent-

B ridge  the Gap: 
From  th is P o in t 
To Socialism

B y JO SEPH H A N S E N

F a r fro m  being an “ unprinc ip led  and demagogic 
appeal to the backwardness and illus ions o f the mass
es”  as the Lovestoneites assert, the demands w h ich  
the S oc ia lis t W orke rs  P a r ty  suggests labo r m ake o f 
Congress cons titu te  a m ost revo lu tiona ry  p rogram  
w h ich  w ill lead, once launched on a mass scale, in 
ev ita b ly  to  the sharpest posing o f the question o f 
es tab lish ing socialism  in the U n ited  States.

The lin ks  in  th is  process can be ou tlined  b rie fly  as 
fo llow s:

(1) The demands are the absolute m in im um  th a t 
can provide the unem ployed the you th , the underpaid 
w orkers , the disabled, and the aged w ith  a decent 
liv in g . The necessity o f g ra n tin g  these demands is 
self-evident. N o t on ly  does every m em ber o f society 
have the r ig h t to  a decent liv in g , bu t the means fo r  
p ro v id in g  such a liv in g  are r ig h t before ou r eyes.

(2) B u t the c a p ita lis t system cannot g ra n t these 
demands w ith o u t m ak ing  some drastic  changes. These 
changes are:

(a) Opening the id le fac to ries  and opera ting
them  a t fu l l  capacity .

(b) E x p ro p r ia t in g  the S ix ty  Fam ilies  who a t pre
sent operate and con tro l the na tion 's  indus tries  and
w ea lth  fo r  th e ir  p r iv a te  benefit.

(3) The vas t to il in g  masses w ill sooner o r la te r 
come to realize th a t these few  s im ple steps would 
provide the means to g ia n t  th e ir  demands. W hen they 
understand this, a pow erfu l m ovem ent can develop, to 
force the rea liza tion  o f these demands, w h ich  w ill 
sweep eve ry th in g  before i t  and b rin g  the na tio n ’s in 
dustries under the con tro l o f the w orkers.

(4) I f  the cap ita lis ts  are forced to  g ra n t these de
mands, a death b low  w ill have been dealt to  the 
c a p ita lis t system, and the beg inn ing stages o f so-

1 c ia lism  w ill be established fro m  coast to  coast.

(5) I f  the cap ita lis ts  pers is t in  re fus ing  to  g ra n t 
these demands in the face o f an organized mass 
m ovem ent in s is tin g  upon them, th is  m ovem ent can 
easily d irec t its  energies to  press these demands w ith  
such forcefu lness th a t the pa ras itic  stockholders 
s tand ing  in  the w ay would be swept aside. In  th is  
ease, too, the question o f estab lish ing  socialism  w ill 
be on the o rder o f the day fo r  the to il in g  masses.

Our Bridge To The Masses
The demands we propose are re a lly  ou r answer to 

the m ost acute problem  now fac in g  the Am erican 
revo lu tiona ry  m ovem ent: B y w h a t means can the 
to il in g  masses be b ro u g h t to  understand th a t the 
estab lishm ent o f socia lism  offers the on ly  road out 
o f (he su ffe rin g  imposed on them  by the  cap ita lis t

For War Referendum
(The fo llo w in g  e d ito r ia l appeared in  the  M arch 

22nd issue o f the  “ Oregon Labor Press,”  organ o f 
the C entra l Labor Council o f P ortland , O regon.)

*  *  *

A ll issue which seems to have been forgotten 
by Congress, but not by the people, is the war 
referendum. Regardless of which party is suc
cessful in the coming elections, the people need 
to protect themselves from involvement in any 
foreign war by demanding that Congress begin 
legislating this protection by adopting the war 
referendum resolution before it adjourns.

No opportunity affords itself like the present 
to do this. This is an election year. Who w ill be 
the candidates of the major political parties and 
who w ill sit in the W hite House, no one can 
predict. No one can be sure whether the next 
four years will bring peace or war for the United 
States. Therefore, whatever the outcome of the 
elections the people of the United States, deter
mined as they are to keep out of foreign wars, 
should insist that this session of Congress con
sider the proposed constitutional amendment to 
give the people the right to vote on foreign wars 
and at the same time press for inclusion of the 
war referendum as an important plank in both 
parties’ platforms.

The war referendum Is democratic. Today, 
while other nations are putting their trust in dic
tatorships, the United States can, by example, 
show her trust in democracy by her willingness 
to give it the final and supreme test— allowing 
the people the right to decide for themselves 
whether our young men are to be sent to die in 
foreign battlefields.

Public opinion polls have indicated, not once, 
but many times, that a substantial m ajority of 
the American people want this right. Too, a 
very recent poll by the American Institute of 
Public Opinion gives conclusive evidence of the 
determination o f the American people to stay 
right here at home. Despite the sentiment in this 
country for England and France, 77 per cent of 
those polled recently say they would not go to the 
aid o f the Allies should it even appear that they 
were being defeated.

The bloodshed and suffering now going on 
throughout Europe and Asia have opened Amer
ica’s eyes to the fu tility  and senselessness of 
war. . . .

In view of these facts, is it unreasonable for 
the people to ask their legislators, Congressmen 
and Senators alike, to show their sincerity and 
give credence to their cries that America w ill not 
become involved in war, to indicate that they 
have faith in our democratic form o f govern
ment, and to let the people protect themselves by 
giving them the privilege of voting against par
ticipation in foreign battles?

New Publications of the 
International in Other Countries

In  sp ite  o f the censorship, pub lica tions o f our 
sections in  o the r p a rts  o f the w o rld  manage oc
casionally to reach the office o f the Appeal.

ed las t week, is another ind ica tion .
The revo lu tiona ry  a n ti-w a r stand o f the F o u rth  

In te rn a tio n a l is  m ak ing  its e lf  fe lt  despite the 
w a r-m ongering  o f - the social p a trio ts  and the 
confusion spread by the cen tris ts  o f the I.L .P . 
and its  s im ila rs .

system ?

E conom ica lly  the U n ited  States was ready fo r  so
c ia lism  years ago. In d u s try  has reached a p itch  o f 
socia lis t o rg an iza tio n  in fo rm  th a t fa r  exceeds th a t 
o f any o the r nation . W hole indus tries  have become 
so in tr ic a te , so h ig h ly  organized th a t the governm ent 
its e lf  m ust in te rvene to  keep them fu n c tio n in g — pub
lic  u tilit ie s , ra ilw ays, etc. In d u s try  has reached the 
stage where i t  can no longer advance under the fe t 
ters o f p r iva te  ownership. A s a resu lt the to ile rs  su f
fe r from  mass unem ploym ent, s ta rv a tio n  wages, hun
ger, a ll the desperate and hideous ills  o f an economic 
system  in its  death agony.

B u t p o lit ic a lly  the masses are no t ye t ready fo r 
socialism . They do n o t ye t understand th a t the cap i
ta lis t  system is in  its  death agony. They do no t ye t 
understand th a t i t  is no longer capable o f feeding, 
c lo th ing , o r she lte ring  them. Because o f th is  po litica l 
backwardness they are capable o f seeing on ly  th e ir  
im m edia te  ills , and hence are capable o f m ak in g  on ly  
im m edia te and em ergency demands.

Because o f the p o litica l backwardness o f the A m e r
ican to ile rs, the revo lu tiona ry  vanguard  lead ing the 
s trugg le  fo r  socialism  is sm all and isolated. The b u rn 
in g  problem  o f the day, the re fore , th a t means life  o r 
death not on ly  fo r  the revo lu tiona ry  p a rty , b u t fo r  
m illio ns  o f the to il in g  masses themselves— is to  con
s tru c t the bridge between the present p o lit ic a l back
wardness o f the masses and the soc ia lis t revo lu tion  in 
A m erica.

Taking The Masses As They Are
We m ust the re fo re  s ta r t  fro m  w h a t the masses are 

capable o f seeing today. They can see the su rround ing  
p lenty. They can see the fe r t ile  fie lds heavy w ith  
food. They can see the packed warehouses, the idle 
machines. A nd they  can see ju s t as c le a rly  the em pty 
plates a t th e ir  d inner tab le. They can hear th e ir  
ch ild ren  c ry in g  fo r  food. They can feel the ra in  beat
in g  on them  th rough  the holes in the roo f o f th e ir 
shack— i f  the y  are lu c k y  enough to  have a shack. 
They can feel a ll the ho rrib le  m ise ry  o f the ro tte n  
conditions, the shame and degradation  in w h ich  they 
are compelled to  live.

There is no tim e  to  g ive them  a long series of lec
tures w h ich  th ro u g h  th e ir  p e rfe c tly  log ica l presenta
tion  o f the prob lem  w ould lead to  socialism . I f  the 
revo lu tiona ry  m ovem ent doesn’t  show them  how they 
can get the se cu rity  they  w a n t and get i t  now', show 
how i t  is feasible to  ge t i t  im m edia te ly , then the 
fasc is ts  w i l l  succeed in  heading th e ir  revo lu tiona ry  
energy in to  a d iffe re n t pa th, the pa th  o f suicide fo r  
the to il in g  masses in A m erica.

The p rogram  advocated by the S ocia lis t W orkers  
P a rty  is precise ly the p rog ram  w h ich w i l l  s tam p ou t 
c a p ita lis t w a r and the fasc is t menace and launch the 
w o rk in g  class on the road to  socia lism  in  the U n ited  
States. The S oc ia lis t W orke rs  P a r ty  is the on ly  p a r ty  
in  the labo r m ovem ent w h ich  has w orked  o u t and 
w h ich  advocates such a program . T h a t is the m ost 
ce rta in  token th a t the Socia lis t W orke rs  P a rty  w i l l  
be a t the head o f the m ovem ent fo r  socia lism  as i t  
ga ins m om entum  in  the U n ited  S tates w ith  m illio ns  
o f fo llow ers. The p rog ram  ou tlined  by the Socia lis t 
W orke rs  P a r ty  w i l l  m ake these m illio ns  inv inc ib le .

(T h is  is the  th ird  and la s t a r t ic le  in  th is  series.)

WE'LL TAKE THE CIGAR!
“ The g re a t need o f A m erica  is no t a n icke l c iga r 

— b u t a  com plete ed ition  o f a ll the w r it in g s  o f th a t 
g re a t genius o f m ank ind ; the teacher and leader o f 
the w o rld  re vo lu tio n a ry  m ovem ent, Comrade S ta lin .”  

•— D a ily  W orke r, M a rch  26, 1940, a rtic le  en titled  
“ A d d itio n a l W eapons— M ake Use o f Them .”

CUTTERS DRAFT 
PROGRAM FOR 
NEEDLEWORKERS

(Continued from  Page 1)
in  another lo ca lity . U nder a 
standard e xp ira tion  date the  un
ion w ill be able to force, i f  i t  so 
desires, a com plete stoppage un 
t i l  the ju s t demands o f the union 
are met.

“ 3. W e propose th a t  our un
ion take  the in it ia t iv e  In ca llin g  
a g rea t labo r conference o f a ll 
im p o rta n t unions to  launch 
a g re a t cam paign fo r the es
tab lishm en t o f the UNIVTER- 

S A L  T H IH T Y -H O IJ R  W E E K  
W IT H  NO  R E D U C T IO N  IN  
P A Y .”
T h is  po in t is  p a r tic u la r ly  im 

p o rta n t to the ILG W U , fo r  the 
g reatest s ingle problem  o f the 
un ion is unem ploym ent. “ T h ir ty -  
hour week”  reso lu tions have been 
adopted a t past In te rn a tio n a l 
conventions, b u t the General 
E xecu tive  Board m ere ly  deposit
ed them  in  the archives o f “ fo r 
go tten  reso lu tions.”

The Independent C u tte rs  
League proposes th a t the com ing 
convention in s tru c t the G .E.B. to 
la ke  the in it ia t iv e  in  convening 
a la bo r conference o f CIO, A F L  
and independent unions, in  order 
to  launch a cam paign to  achieve, 
by both le g is la tive  action  and 
union pressure, the establishm ent 
o f the 30-hour week w ith  no re
duction  in  pay

“ 4. We propose the o rgan iza
tio n  o f the pa tte rnm ake rs  and as- 
sorters to im prove th e ir  w o rk in g  
conditions and to  e lim ina te  the 
unnecessary com petition  w ith  the 
w o rk  o f the cu tte rs .”  Present 
un ion con tracts  m ake no p ro 
visions fo r  these w orkers, who 
are on ly  p a r t ia l ly  organized and 
cons titu te  a sore spot in  the in 
dustry .
“ 5. W e propose th a t the  com
ing  convention re tu rn  to  the 
m em bership its  dem ocra tic 
r ig h ts  by  le ga liz ing  once again 
the  existence o f trade union 
groups in  ou r un ion.”
The la s t convention forbade the 

issuance o f any p rin ted  m a tte r 
and made i t  illeg a l fo r  the m em 
bership to  organize in to  union 
groups advanc ing program s. 

O nly on the eve o f a  convention 
is th is  p rov is ion  lifte d .

M ilita n ts  Dem and A  Voice 
Today, the Independent C u t

ters League po in ts out, “ i t  be-

comes obvious th a t the on ly  pu r- “ C e rta in  ind iv idua ls  in  the 
pose o f th is  la w  was to  s tif le  a l l , IL G W U  arc p la y in g  around w ith  
honest and open c rit ic is m . The the idea o f re -a ffilia tio n  w ith  
law  pretends to abolish ‘a ll the A F L . T h is  action  would ju s t 
groups.’ B u t th is  is on ly  a m is- make us a pawn in  the hands 
erable subterfuge. A c tu a lly  there o f the rea c tion a ry  A F L  Execu- 
are m ore groups and cliques to- tive  Council aga inst the CIO  and 
day than before the law  was would serve ne ithe r the in te rests 
passed. P ie-card a rtis ts  and job  o f the labor movements o r the 
holders, a lw ays c u rry in g  fo r  fa - cause o f labo r un ity , 
vors fro m  the e x is tin g  adm in is- "The com ing convention m ust 
tra tio n , m ere ly  changed th e ir  in s tru c t the G EB to  jo in  w ith  
t it le s  and a ffilia ted  themselves a ll o the r progressive forces in 
w ith  outside ‘p o lit ic a l’ , ‘fra te r -  the labo r m ovem ent to achieve 
n a l’ and o the r ’innocent’ o rgan- the un ifica tion  o f labo r and the 
izations. estab lishm ent o f a un ited  labor

„  . . .  . .... . movem ent, on a dem ocra tic basis
M eanw hile honest m il ita n t  j th  the r ig h ts  o f the  in d u s tr ia l

groups are forb idden, and are un i reserved. In  the in te rim , 
unable to  b r in g  abuses w ith in  IL G W U  m ust ca in ta in  the
the union to the a tte n tio n  o f the s ta t as ^  independent or-
m P i T i  *gan iza tion , thus m a in ta in in g  the 

” 6. We propose th a t the  g00d w ill o f both the CIO  and 
IL G W U  m a in ta in  the  s ta tus  the  A F L  w h ile  w o rk in g  constant- 
quo as an independent labo r i y  f o r the re-estab lishm ent o f a 
o rgan iza tion  and con tinue un ited  labor movem ent, 
w o rk in g  fo r  the estab lishm ent j.'o r a  Labo r P a rty
o f a unified labo r organ iza tion  The conclud ing po in t o f the 
tion .”  p rogram  is the demand “ F o r an
E x p la in in g  th is  po in t, the B u i- Independent Labor P a rty  based 

le tin  says: on the trade  unions.”

A nti-W ar Forces 
Gather In Europe

(C on tinued  f ro m  P age 1)
W e know  th a t the F rench S ta lin is t p a rty  was being abandoned 

by a la rge p a r t o f its  m em bership and sym path ize rs a fte r  the 
H itle r -S ta lin  pact, and th is  process undoubted ly continued in 
France, as elsewhere, a fte r  the invasions o f Poland and F in land. 
Y e t even the d iscred ited S ta lin is ts , ta rred  w ith  H it le r ’s brush, 
the F rench ru le rs  dare no t p e rm it to speak ou t in  a cou rtroom !

The bestia l persecutions aga ins t the T ro ts k y is ts  and o ther 
a n ti-w a r elements confute the F rench governm ent lie  th a t i t  
is o n ly  persecuting agents o f the H itle r -S ta lin  bloc. I t  fears 
every voice w h ich  speaks o u t aga inst the w a r!

Persecution has no t stopped these voices, however. Hence the 
new stage o f the w a r— the  inc lus ion o f “ labo r representa tives" 
in  the B r it is h  and F rench governm ents. A  " la b o r”  M in is te r 
o f Justice can impose verd ic ts  w h ich  a bourgeois m in is te r m ig h t 
no t ge t aw ay w ith —th a t has been dem onstra ted in  the f irs t  
W orld  W ar, in  the P opu lar F ro n t governm ents, etc. W ith  la b o r’s 
“ ow n”  people in  the governm ent, the  slogans o f w a r fo r  demo
cracy, aga inst fascism , etc., m ig h t be re-g ilded to look lik e  new.

T h is  m ay w o rk  fo r  a tim e, as i t  has before. B u t a ll previous 
experience dem onstrates th a t the “ la bo r”  f ig -le a f soon wears 
away. In  the ve ry  process o f le a rn ing  w h a t such a bourgeois- 
“ soc ia lis t”  coa litio n  is like , the w o rke rs  learn  w h a t t ra ito rs  such 
“ socia lis ts”  are, and tu rn  tow a rd  revo lu tio n a ry  labo r leadership.

T ha t, we believe, is w h a t the com ing period w i l l  be: the period 
when the g re a t masses lea rn  th a t th e ir  o ffic ia l "leaders”  are 
m ere ly  labo r lieu tenan ts  o f th e ir  ru lers. Then w i l l  come the stage 
o f seeking ou t and tes tin g  new leaders.

Then w i l l  come the tu rn  tow a rd  the rea l so lu tion— the m om ent 
fo r  w h ich  the p rogram  o f the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l has been 
ham m ered and m oulded and ou r ranks steeled— the m om ent when 
the g re a t masses w il l  fo llo w  to  the  end the on ly  road ou t fro m  
w a r and cap ita lism  and chaos— the road o f the soc ia lis t revo lu tion .


