
John L . Lewis: An Independent Labor Party Is What the Workers Want
Morgans and DuPonts and Rockefellers and their like.

The Democrats and the Republicans have not solved our 
problems. There is still unemployment, still misery, still 
starvation in the midst o f plenty.

W E ’RE T IR E D  O F L IC K IN G  T H E  BOOTS OF 
C A P IT A L IS T  P O LIT IC IA N S .

W E  W A N T  A  LABO R  P A R T Y ! W E  W A N T  A 
P A R T Y  M A D E  U P OF T H É  O R G A N IZE D  W O R K ­
ERS, W IT H  A  PROGRAM FOR T H E  W ORKERS.

Roosevelt has launched a program of bullets instead of 
bread, guns instead of jobs, war instead of security.

We want an IN D E P E N D E N T  Labor Party to launch a 
program of jobs instead o f guns, bread instead of bullets!

I t ’s high time you boys stopped hanging around the 
kitchen door o f the W hite House, looking for scraps like 
homeless mongrels, and went out among the mass pro­
duction workers and organized a Labor Party!

We’ve had our till o f Democrats and Republicans. Na­
tionally they have both flopped. In Michigan they have 
both been wallowing in one o f the most shameful cesspools 
o f corruption and g ra ft this country has ever seen.

In the city o f Detroit there is nothing but tilth, robbery, 
cheating, stealing, on the part o f the boss politicians. The 
deeper the grand ju ry  digs the worse it stinks.

The Detroit auto workers ought to launch an aggressive 
political campaign to clean out the crooked boss politicians

and put in an IN D E P E N D E N T  P A R T Y  OF LABOR.
We need an administration that w ill not steal from the 

people, but an administration that w ill get hold o f the 
exorbitant profits o f the auto magnates, and provide with 
that wealth, a job and a decent liv ing fo r every worker. 

We must do the same thing from coast to coast!
1 hat is what the auto workers want . . .  a Labor Party. 
How about it, boys? W ill you go along with this pro­

gram, or do we have to get a new set o f leaders?

Fraternally yours,

Flint, Mich. Fred, from Final Assembly
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CIO LANDSLIDE EXPECTED IN AUTO VOTE
Union Shop 
Maintained 
O n Subways

Transport Workers 
Force La Guardia to 
Honor Union's Pact

Mayor L a  G u a r d i a  an­
nounced Tuesday, after a con­
ference with John L. Lewis 
and the negotiating committee 
o f the Transport Workers U n­
ion, that New York City 
would honor1 the contracts 
held by the union with the 
rapid transit lines shortly to be 
taken over by the city.

The mayor's agreement was 
incorporated in a letter to Lee 
Pressman. General Council of 
the CIO.

This substantial victory of 
the union was achieved only as 
a result of the solidarity and 
determination displayed by the 
Transport Workers o f this ci­
ty and their threat to tie up
the whole transportation sys­
tem  i f  the c ity  w ou ld  no t recog­
nize th e ir  union and continue the 
con tracts  w h ich  they  prev ious ly  
won fro m  the t ra n s it  companies.

A tte m p te d  to  C raw fish

F o r the past week, since John 
L . Lew is  had his f ir s t  conference 
w ith  the m ayor, c ity  offic ia ls have 
been engaged in  a de libera te  a t­
tem p t to  craw fish  on the o rig in a l 
agreem ent w ith  the union.

A s la te  as Tuesday m orn ing  
John H . Delaney, C ha irm an o f the 
Board o f T ransp orta tio n , an­
nounced th a t he w ou ld  in troduce 
a  reso lu tion  in to  the Board o f 
T ran sp o rta tio n  o n W ednesday 
m orn ing  w h ich  w ou ld  provide th a t 
the Board, when i t  takes over 
the tra n sp o rt lines, w i l l  assume 
on ly  the te rm s and conditions o f 
the  present union con tra c t w h ich  
the  Board w ou ld  deem “ no t in ­
consistent w ith  con s titu tion a l and 
s ta tu to ry  provis ions.”

The union n e go tia tin g  com m it­
tee showed how th is  reso lu tion 
was a repud ia tion  o f the agree­
m en t reached w ith  the m ayo r la s t 
week and le f t  enough loopholes 
fo r  a whole a rm y  to m arch  
th rough . The union delegation 
po in ted o u t th a t by th is  reso lu­
tio n  the Board  w ou ld  no t ac tu a lly  
assume the con tracts  th a t are a t 
present held by the un ion b u t on­
ly  ce rta in  “ te rm s and cond itions”  
o f the con tract, thus being le f t  
free  to  delete any provis ions and 
te rm s o f the con tra c t w h ich  i t  
considered to  be “ inconsistent, 
w ith  s ta tu to ry  conditions.”

M ayo r Passed the B uck
I t  was obvious to  a ll th a t the 

m ayo r had m ere ly  passed the 
buck to  John H . Delaney, ch a ir­
m an o f the Board o f T ransp o rta ­
tion , in  an a tte m p t to  ge t the 
heat o f f  h im self. I t  was obvious 
th a t the m ayor was ju s t s ta llin g  
the  un ion and g e ttin g  ready once 
again to doublecross the tra n s ­
p o rt w o rke rs  o f th is  c ity .

The union answered in  the on ly  
language th a t un ion-busters ever

(Continued on Page 2)

The 30-Hr. Week Is 
Way Out For Auto!
A U T O  W O R K E R S !

On A pril 17th, 150,(XX) General Motors workers go to 
the polls.

In  every plant they are going to chalk up an overwhelm­
ing victory for the United Automobile Workers, C IO \

But don't le t a victory in the NLRB ballot lu ll 
you into a false feeling of security!

You will s till have to figh t for every single bit 
of progress you hope to make.

The workers o f the Briggs plants in Detroit chalked up 
huge majority for the CIO in their N LR B  vote. But first 
they had to go out on strike to secure recognition and a 
half-way decent contract. And in spite of the magnificent 
struggle the Briggs workers put up, they S T IL L  H A V E  
N O T SO LVED  T H E  ¡PROBLEM  OF SECU.RITY^nor 
have they found a place for the thousands of unemployed 
Briggs workers.

Just as big a m ajority was cast in favor o f the CIO in 
the Chrysler plants. But Old Man Keller locked them out, 
and conducted one o f the most vicious anti-union cam­
paigns in the history o f unionism in the auto industry. And 
when the CIO finally got out from under that lockout, 
practically nothing was gained!

An N LR B  victory w ill assure the auto workers o f Gen­
eral Motors many advantages, that is true.

I t  w ill show the general public that the CIO  DOES 
represent the workers in G M ; it w ill show the middle-of- 
the-road elements in the plants that they w ill have to jo in 
the CIO  i f  they don’t want to be out in the cold; it w ill go 
a long way toward wiping out the A F L  fakers.

B U T  A N  N LR B  V IC T O R Y  W IL L  N O T GET YOU 
SEC U R ITY.

The leadership o f the Auto Workers union has been on 
the defensive during the last year since the convention in 
Cleveland. These leaders have been satisfied to try to hold 
th ir own. They have ignored the problem of unemployment, 
they have ignored the demands of the rank and file for a 
year-round guarantee o f security, they have been fiddling 
and stalling.

Who secured and held bargaining rights in the plants 
during the last few months? The militants in every plant 
who fought battle after battle on thusands o f local issues, 
and forced the management to deal with their committees!

The GM contract, nominally in force, didn’t mean a 
thing. The corporation refused to deal w ith the CIO, ex­
cept in those plants where m ilitant workers M A D E  T H E M  
RECOGNIZE T H E IR  C O M M IT T E E M E N .

A fte r the N LR B  victory, it is time to march ahead.
The 30 hour week and 40 hours pay w ill take up

the slack of unemployment. Thousands o f your brothers 
are out on the street begging for relief or W P A , men who 
should be in the plants.

Unless you fight for the 30 hour week at 40 hour pay, 
these thousands o f men w ill be herded into a huge army o f 
scabs, to take your jobs at scab wages at the first sign of 
trouble.

I f  you want to protect your jobs; i f  you want to save 
the C IO ; i f  you want to establish security in GM plants:

Fight for the 30 hour week at 40 hours pay!
Your leaders have put this demand on the shelf. Tomor-' 

row, they say, they w ill ask for it. Is the 30 hour week 
not needed today? Are they afraid to ask GM for what 
the workers must have?

But you are not afra id! You fought GM to a standstill 
in the glorious sitdowns o f 1937.

You know that GM made a profit o f $183,000,000 in 
’39, while thousands walked the streets, locked out by the 
profiteering Sloanes and DuPonts.

Auto workers!— you have been on the defensive long 
enough. Give the command to FO R W A R D  M A R C H —  
FOR T H E  30 H O U R  W E E K  A T  40 HO URS P A Y !

SPIRIT OF '37

U .A .W . p ickets  ho ld ing th e ir  ground aga ins t th e  cops a t the 
C adillac p la n t o f General M o to rs  in  D e tro it, Janua ry  27, 1937. 
The p icke t sign in  the  p ic tu re  reads: “ T h is  line  is rough on 
ra ts .”

SWP Convention 
Opens In N. Y.

To Settle Dispute on Russian Question 
And Map Campaign of Trade Union Work

Over a hundred delegates and alternates are making their 
way to the special national convention o f the Socialist W ork­
ers Party this week.

Coming by automobile, by rail, by ship, by thumb, 
comrades from the Golden Gate all the way to New England 
and from Oregon down to Texas are converging on New 
York for the opening of the convention on April 5.

Among those representing the various branches o f the 
party are automobile workers
from Michigan, sailors and 
longshoremen from the West 
Coast and the Gulf, teamsters 
from the Mid-West afea, steel 
workçrs from Ohio, Indiana 
and Illinois, cannery workers 
from California and W .P.A. 
militants from everywhere. 

One of the most important
tasks o f the convention w i l l  be 
the organ iza tion  o f a well-defined 
p rogram  o f trade un ion w o rk  un­
der the d irec tion  o f the  aggres­
sive and dynam ic new La bo r Sec­
re ta ry  o f the p a rty , comrade F a r­
re ll Dobbs.

S e ttle  Russian Question
The convention w i l l  take  a de­

f in itiv e  stand on the question o f 
the a tt itu d e  to  take  tow ards the 
Soviet U n ion  in  the un fo ld ing  
w o rld  w ar. T h is  question has been 
up fo r  discussion fo r  the past s ix  
m onths w ith  long de libera tions in  
the branches, in  w h ich  various 
po in ts  o f v iew  have been present­
ed in  the m ost dem ocra tic  fash ­
ion. The convention w i l l  d raw  the  
balance sheet o f th is  discussion 
and place the p a r ty  on record fo r  
the du ra tio n  o f the  w a r w ith  re ­
ga rd  to  th is  a ll- im p o rta n t stand, 
w h ich  has been a testing-stone 
fo r  the in te rn a tio n a l w o rk in g  
class since the ou tb reak  o f the 
Russian R evo lu tion  in  Novem ­
ber 1917.

In te rn a tio n a l R eport
A n o th e r h ig h lig h t o f the con­

ven tion  w i l l  be the re p o rt on the 
progress o f the F o u rth  In te rn a ­
tion a l under the conditions o f w a r 
persecution and censorship. F ra ­
te rna l delegates are expected 
fro m  w a r-ridden  countries to

b rin g  messages o f s o lid a r ity  fro m  
those who are a lready in  the f ro n t  
line  trenches o f the w o rke rs ’ f ig h t 
aga inst w ar.

O rgan iza tiona l changes in  the 
s tru c tu re  o f the p a r ty  are expect­
ed to  take  place in  o rder to  place 
the p a r ty  on a w a r foo ting . T ig h t­
en ing up on the cen tra l task  o f 
roo ting  the p a r ty  in  the unions, 
the convention is expected to 
make provis ions fo r  a s trong  d i­
rec tin g  fo rce  a t the cen ter and 
fo r  a substan tia l increase in  fie ld 
organizers. The problem  o f in ­
creasing the effectiveness o f the 
press o f the p a r ty  w i l l  also be 
dealth  w ith  in  Special sessions.

A  P ro le ta rian  P a rty
In  every respect, the conven­

t io n  o f the S ocia lis t W orke rs  P a r­
ty  th is  yea r is  expected to  m a rk  
a m ilestone in  the developm ent 
o f the T ro ts k y is t m ovem ent in  
th is  coun try . The p ro le ta ria n  
com position o f the delegates, g iv ­
in g  v iv id  tes tim ony to  the in ­
crease o f p a r ty  s tre n g th  in  the 
trade unions, w i l l  undoubtedly 
g ive d irec tio n  to  the de libera tions 
o f the convention.

The ra n k  and f ile  o f the p a r ty  
has, in  the pre-convention discus­
sion, showed th a t w h ile  its  con­
cern w ith  theore tic  problem s is 
deeply rooted, i t  is  anxious to 
continue the a lready successfully- 
begun w o rk  o f p e ne tra ting  w ide 
layers o f the A m erican  w o rk in g  
class w ith  its  p rog ram  o f tra n s i­
tio n a l demands. H and in  hand 
w ith  d e te rm in ing  its  pos ition  w ith  
regard to  the  Soviet U n ion, on 
w h ich  tw o  m ain tendencies have 

(C ontinued on Page 2)

Bridges Gives Bosses 
Notorious 'Peace’ Plan

Everything To Be 
Arbitrated; Bosses 
Are A ll For It

S A N  FR A N C IS C O , M ar. 29— 
H a rry  B ridges ’ m uch-ballyhooed 
“ five  years peace p lan ”  was p re­
sented to  the  P acific  Coast W a­
te r fro n t E m ployers Association 
here Tuesday.

The B ridges proposal is to in ­
corpora te  present te rm s o f the 
longshorem en’s con tra c t in to  an 
agreem ent w h ich  provides th a t 
there sha ll be no s tr ike s  o r  stop­
pages fo r  the next five  years. A l l  
d isputes as to  in te rp re ta tio n  o f 
the c o n tra c t sha ll be subm itted  to  
a rb itra tio n .

Bosses L ik e  I t
I f  the barrage o f S ta lin is t p ro ­

paganda fo r  th is  k ind  o f "peace”  
fooled any m a ritim e  w orkers, 
they were q u ic k ly  disilusioned. 
The w a te r fro n t em ployers ac­
cepted the p rinc ip le  o f the plan 
w ith o u t a m om ent’s hesita tion. In  
fac t, F ra n k  P. Foisie, president 
o f the em ployers association, le t 
the ca t ou t o f the bag by reveal­
in g  where th is  “ peace p lan ”  rea l­
ly  o rig ina ted . He boasted:

“ L a s t June we (the  em p loy­
ers) proposed extension o f the  
con tra c t in c lud in g  the  seven 
po in ts upon w h ich  M r. B ridges 
bases h is new peace fo rm u la . 
We have, there fore , been advo­
ca tin g  a s im ila r  p lan fo r  nine 
m onths.”

E v e ry th in g  A rb itra te d !
B u t even these po ints, p a r t o f 

the present con tract, are to  be 
sub ject to a rb itra t io n  in  a c tu a lity . 
F or, as Bridges s ta ted in  his le t­
te r :

“ T h e  s e v e n  fundam enta l 
po in ts  (a re ) to  be sub ject to  
in te rp re ta tio n  by the  a rb itra to r  
in so fa r as alleged v io la tio n  o f 
these po in ts  are concerned d u r­
in g  the  li fe  o f the  agreem ent.”  
T h a t leaves no th in g  ou t o f a r ­
b itra tio n .

W h a t A rb itra t io n  D id
B u t the longshorem en have had 

fo u r  years o f a rb itra t io n , Since 
1934 they  have operated under 
v o l u n t a r y  a rb itra t io n , never 
agree ing in  advance to accept a r­
b itra tio n  o f  any and a ll issues 
th a t arise. Y e t d u rin g  th a t period 
86 issues have been subm itted  to  
a rb itra t io n  by B ridges. O f these 
86 issues the boss has won 62 de­
cisions, the longshorem en on ly  24.

(C ontinued on Page 2)

G.M. Auto Workers Are 
Tough In India Too; 
Win M ilita n t Strike

W orkers  o f General M otors, 
L td ., o f Bom bay, Ind ia , won 
wage increases o f ten  to  fifteen  
percent in  a s tr ik e  la s tin g  t h i r ­
teen days in  F ebruary .

O ver 1,000 w o rke rs  in  the 
p lan t, organized in  the Gener­
a l M oto rs  W orkers  Union, w en t 
ou t on s tr ik e  on F e b ru a ry  9, 
dem anding wage increases be­
cause o f the increased cost o f 
l iv in g  b ro u g h t about by the 
w a r. P icke ts  b locked roads 
lead ing to  the fa c to ry  and pre­
vented scabs fro m  en te ring  the  
p lan t. A f te r  tw o  weeks o f th is , 
the  com pany gave in.

ILWU Convention 
Opens; M ilitants 
For Marine Unity

P O R T LA N D , Ore., A p r i l 1 —  
The convention o f the In te rn a ­
tion a l Longshorem en and W are­
housemen’s U n ion  (C IO ), opened 
in  N o rth  Bend today, w ith  th is  
W est Coast un ion faced by tw o  
m a jo r problem s:
1. The drive  o f P acific  Coast w a ­

te r fro n t em ployers to  shackle 
the unions w ith  com pulsory a r­
b itra tio n  fo r  the ne x t five  
years.

2. The need to  recons titu te  the 
once-powerfu l M a ritim e  Feder-

■ ^ation a long its  o r ig in a l lines, 
A h  p repa ra tion  fo r  a  show-down 
f ig h t w ith  the bosses.
W hen the M a ritim e  Federa tion  

was founded in  1935, w ith  H a rry  
Lundeberge o f the Sailors U n ion  
as its  f ir s t  president, i t  was based 
on the seven m a ritim e  unions d i­
re c tly  invo lved in  m arine  tra n s ­
p o rta tio n — longshorem en, m arine  
firem en, sailors, m arine  cooks, 
rad io  operators, m arine  engin­
eers, and m asters, m ates and p i l­
ots.

S ta lin is ts  B ro ke  U n ity  
B u t then, d u rin g  the “ P opu la r 

F ro n t”  days, the S ta lin is ts  flood­
ed the fede ra tion  w ith  o ld -line  
c ra ft  unions and new ly-organized 
a g r ic u ltu ra l set-ups so th a t  they  
could ge t a safe vo tin g  m a jo r ity  
fo r  th e ir  c lass-co llaboration p o li­
cy. T hereby the S ta lin is ts  dea lt a 
heavy b low  to  the f ig h t in g  u n ity  
o f the m arine  unions, d r iv in g  ou t 
o f the fed e ra tio n  the pow erfu l 
Sailors U n ion  o f the Pacific , a ll 
branches o f the M arine  F irem en, 
and the M asters, M ates &  P ilo ts .

In  the present "m a r it im e ”  fed­
e ra tion  rem a in  longshorem en, 
cooks, engineers and rad io  oper­
ators. O ther a ffilia tes  b ro ug h t in  
by the S ta lin is ts  include bo ile r­
m akers, m ach in is ts , sh ipyard  
w orkers, in land  boatmen, fishe r­
men, cannery w orkers . O f the 
fo u r  unions in  the fede ra tion  d i­
re c tly  invo lved in  m arine  tra n s ­
po rt, a ll now have con trac ts  ex­
p ir in g  a t d iffe re n t dates. T h a t is 
the s o rry  mess the  B ridges gang 
has made o f un ion so lid a rity .

W an t O rig in a l Federa tion
H op ing  to free  themselves fro m  

the cumbersome ne t o f th is  "m a r­
it im e ”  fed e ra tio n  and avoid the 
tra p  o f com pulsory a rb itra tio n , 
m il ita n t  ra n k  and file rs  among 
the longshorem en are s ta r t in g  a 
move to  reco ns titu te  the  o rig in a l 
m a ritim e  fede ra tion  o f the seven 
m arine unions. They rem em ber 
the s tre n g th  o f the m a ritim e  fed­
e ra tion  as i t  was o r ig in a lly  con­
s titu ted .

F ea ring  th is  sentim ent, the 
S ta lin is ts  launched a cam paign 
aga inst i t  before the IL W U  con­
ven tion  opened. M a t Meehan, C.P. 
ha tchet man, led o f f  w ith  a s lan­
derous a tta c k  in  the M arch  28 
“ Voice o f . the  Federa tion ,”  in  
w h ich  he had the g a ll to  charac­
terize  th is  genera l ra n k  and file  
sen tim ent as an "a tte m p t to  d is ­
ru p t the IL W U .”

The S ta lin is ts  expect a safe 
m a jo r ity  a t the convention. B u t 
i t  w i l l  take  m ore than the fo rm a l 
a u th o r ity  o f th e ir  office to  keep 
the stevedores up and down the 
cost iso lated fro m  th e ir  bro thers 
in the o th e r m a ritim e  unions.

Main Fight 
Still Ahead
A t  G . M .

Main Problems To 
Be Faced A fte r 
Election

D E T R O IT — The cam paign to  
ro l l up a landslide vo te  fo r  the  
U n ited  A u tom ob ile  W orkers, CIO, 
in  the  com ing N L R B  e lections in  
the General M o to rs  p lan ts  w ill 
reach its  h igh  p o in t in  huge ra l­
lies to  be held here and in  F lin t ,  
A p r i l 6 and 7. John L . Lew is, S id­
ney H illm a n  and P h illip  M u rra y , 
are scheduled as the  m a in  speak­
ers.

A u to  w o rke rs  are confident in  
th is  area t h a t ' the  o rgan iza tion  
iden tified  w ith  the  g re a t s it ­
downs w h ich  defeated General 
M otors in  1937 w il l  become th e ir  
sole representa tive  in  ba rga in ing  
w ith  the co rpo ra tion  a f te r  A p r i l 
17. T h a t organ iza tion  is the  CIO.

There is no question in  the 
m ind o f any in fo rm ed  person here 
th a t the s tr ike -b re a k in g , d u a l-u ii- 
ion o u tfit  a ffilia ted  w ith  the A F L  
w il l  be com ple te ly  washed ou t by 
the vote o f the  auto w orkers. 
Such a v e rd ic t a t the  elections 
w i l l  be in  com plete co n fo rm ity  
w ith  the p re va ilin g  s itu a tio n  in  
the p lan ts  where the A F L  repre­
sents an in s ig n ifica n t m in o r ity  o f 
the w orkers .

The F in a l Touch
Those few  w o rke rs  who s t i l l  

had fa ith  in  the A F L  a f te r  its  
years o f d is ru p tio n  and treachery

(See E d ito r ia l on the  U A W  
and General M o to rs  on page 
fo u r.)

to  the au to  w o rke rs  were q u ic k ly  
d is illus ioned by the p u b lic ity  is ­
sued by  the sw ive l-ch a ir labo r 
skates fo r  the  fo rth c o m in g  elec­
tions.

In  a series o f a rtic les  p u rp o rt­
ing  to  discuss the "issues invo lved 
in  the General M o to rs  E lec tions”  
( A F L  W eekly  News S erv ice), 
Green and Co. show th e ir  tru e  
colors.

There is l i t t le  these a rtic les  say 
po s itive ly  abou t the m e rits  and 
achievem ents o f the A F L  in  the 
au to  in d u s try , because there  is 
precious l i t t le  to  say. B u t i f  no th ­
in g  good can be said in  fa v o r  o f 
the A F L , a w hole b u c k e t-fu ll o f 
m ud can be s lung aga ins t the 
C IO — so reason Green and Co. 
The CIO, the y  how l, is a  com ­
m un is tic  p lo t, is m ere ly  a step­
p ing  stone fo r  John L . Lew is ' po­
li t ic a l am b itions, i t  denounces 
P resident Roosevelt (w h ich  no 
doubt is lik e  s inn ing  aga inst the  
H o ly G host!) and besides i t  does­
n’t  have any m oney in  its  treas­
ury. T h a t’s Green’s tale.

B u t a ll th is  is lik e  the  red cape 
to  in fu r ia te  the bu ll— behind i t  is 
a treacherous piece o f steel. Says 
the A F L  W eekly News Service: 
“ The C IO  C om m unist leadership 
has invo lved the au to  w o rke rs  in  
a sea o f troubles. I t  has a l ie n a te  
pub lic  respect and pub lic  confi­
dence. I t  has taken  m illio n s  o f 
do lla rs  o u t o f y o u r pockets by  
w ay o f . cos tly  and needless 
s trikes . I t  has no t tr ie d  to  o rgan­
ize a un ion fo r  you. I t  has tr ie d  
to m obilize you fo r  a revo lu tio n .”  

Repeats Boss L ies
No auto w o rk e r w ou ld  have to  

(Continued on Page 2)

Dear Brothers John L. Lewis, H illman, etc.:
You boys are the big shots in the CIO, but don t let it 

go to your head.
We put you where you are, us workers in the plants.
As leaders o f the CÍO, you are supposed to carry out 

the wishes of the men who put you there for that purpose. 
We expect you to listen— and then act.

Labor todaj is at the crossroads. The boss politicians, 
Republicans and Democrats, the Hoovers and Roosevelts, 
have given us a sw ift kick out the back door.

Roosevelt threw us a few crumbs to keep us quiet, and 
now he has gone visiting where the grass is greener, where 
Big Business holds sway. He is taking orders from the
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Write to us—tel! us what's going on in your fa rt of the 
labor movement—what arc the workers thinking about?—tell 
us what the bosses are up to—and the G-men and the local cops— 
and the Stalinists—send us that story the capitalist press didn't 
print and that story they buried or distorted—our pages arc open 
to you. Letters must carry name and address, but indicate i f  you 
do not leant your name printed.

New Recruiting Trick 
Tried Out In Detroit
E d ito r :

W h ile  d r iv in g  down the m ain 
tho rough fa re  here in  D e tro it, m y 
eyes came upon— a cannon, large, 
in te re s tin g  and in tr ig u in g , to  say 
the least. So clean, so m any nice 
wheels. T u rn  th is  one fo r  aim , 
w a tch  the shell feed, etc. Young 
men who s t i l l  get a k ic k  ou t o f 
shaving, dressed in fu l l  regalia , 
were there  to  exp la in  th is  fasc ln

N.Y. Transport Union Retains Union Shop

ncssmen discussers and the l i te r ­
a ry  tea societies. I  haven 't the 
s ligh tes t doubt bu t w h a t th e ir  
C a lifo rn ia  coun te rparts  are shed­
d ing  the same so rt o f crocodile 
tears fo r  the te rr ib le  cond itions— 
in  Ohio.

N o r does it  seem to  me th a t 
th e ir  sym pa thy  would be o f any 
g reat value anyw ay. W h a t could 
they do about i t?  I t  is to  the un­
ions th a t we m ust look fo r  help. 
They m ust be made to  realize 
w h a t a th re a t to  union standards

F L IN T , M ich .— The s to ry  of 
Local 12, W P A  and Unem ployed 
A u x ilia ry  o f the U n ited  A u to  
W orke rs  (C IO ), is w e ll w o rth  
ca re fu l reading by m ilita n ts  ev­
erywhere.

I t  is the s to ry  o f the s trugg le  
against te r r if ic  odds to organize 
the unemployed, to  in te res t the 
employed w o rke rs  in  the p lig h t 
o f the jobless. I t  is the s to ry  of 
a successful f ig h t aga inst the un­
io n -w reck ing  sabotage o f the 
S ta lin is ts  and th e ir  W orke rs  A l­
liance

Today Local 12 is a g re a t suc­
cess. Everyone in F lin t  pays i t  
respect. B u t no t u n t il three o r 
fo u r m onths ago.

W hen the la s t U A W  conven­
tio n  made provis ion fo r  o rgan iza­
tion  o f the W P A  w o rkers  and

away, v is it in g  W P A  jobs, g iv in g ; men would la y  down th e ir  tools,

a tin g  mechanism. U pon ask ing  the existence o f such conditions
. . .  —_— n ' L  i n  „  t v r U t n L

w h a t the purpose o f the demon­
s tra tio n  was— I  go t a b lu n t " re ­
c ru it in g  cam pa ign" speech. B u t 
th a t was a lready clear fro m  the 
b illboa rd  signs a ll over the c ity . 
"Jo in  the A rm y ,"  w h ich  broke the 
ground fo r  th is  m ethod o f re ­
c ru itin g . A nd  th is  is on ly  p repa r­
a tion  fo r  m ore determ ined m e th ­
ods th a t w i l l  soon fo llow .

B u t w a tch , i t  m ay no t pass o ff 
so s lick . They m ay have th e ir 
cards th ro w n  in  th e ir  faces and 
they themselves cast in to  the 
ashcan, these w a r dealers. I t ’s 
h igh  tim e  we played another k in d  
o f game anyw ay!
D e tro it, M ich . F . B ertone

are. T h is  is a job  w h ich  the A p ­
peal and the SW P m ust and can 
do.
Toledo, Ohio Ed D avis

union ta lks , s ign ing  up members.
U n ion -W reckers  Beaten

And f in a lly  they succeeded in 
p u ttin g  new life  in to  the danger­
ously wounded organ iza tion . A 
new election was held and the o r­
ig ina l bu ilders and m ilita n ts  were 
elected by ove rw helm ing m a jo r i­
ty . A  cam paign o f action  was put 
in to  effect.

On the C IO  Council o f F lin t,  
under the influence o f C om m unist 
P a rty  members, the W orkers  A1 
liance was seated as a fra te rn a l 
o rgan iza tion , given the same 
r ig h ts  as the W P A  and Unem ­
ployed a u x ilia ry .

The W P A  union delegates to 
the council pu t up a ba ttle  to 
oust the W orke rs  A lliance  fro m  
the council, and f in a lly  a fte r  b it-

E d ito r :
I  would lik e  to  know  i f  you 

could g ive me the names o f o r­
ganizations th a t w o rk  against re ­
lig ion . T h a t expose these m islead- 
ers and te ll the tru th . I  w ou ld  like  
to have the names o f such organ 
iza tions and th e ir  addresses.

I  s t i l l  believe y o u r p a rty  is the ]

A Heartening Note 
About Spain

unem ployed in to  aux ilia ries , F l in t ’ te r  debates, a fte r  every t r ic k  and
sub terfuge had been tr ie d  by the 
S ta lin is ts , the W orke rs  A lliance  
was shown the door. The W P A  
union took its  place as the on ly 
le g itim a te  C IO  union o f the W P A  
w o rke rs  in  F lin t.

W P A  Boss E a ts  Crow 
A  series o f dem onstrations 

were then held a t the W P A  ad­
m in is tra tio n  offices, p ro tes ting  
the la y -o ff o f 200 men. The dem­
onstra tions were so m ilita n t, so 
well-p lanned, th a t the W P A  ad­
m in is tra to r  was forced to  re ­
scind a ll 403's and pu t the men 
back to  w o rk !

T h is v ic to ry  became news. Men 
in the shops began to hear more 
and m ore about the W P A  U n ion

m ilita n ts  im m ed ia te ly  set about 
to  do the job. A  h a lf dozen se lf- 
sacrific ing  w o rkers  began the a r­
duous task.

The U A W  top offic ia ls  were not 
interested. Local un ion leaders 
gave l i t t le  o r no assistance. 
S tro n g ly  CP-dom inated U A W  lo ­
cal officers sabotaged e ffo rts  by 
re fe rr in g  unemployed to the W or- 

1 kers A lliance  and a id ing  th a t 
”  i b a nk ru p t o u tfit  in  every possible 

way.

The “ Death W atch "
r ig h t  pa rty . You ough t to  have^ A f te r  c a rry in g  th rou gh  a few  
m ore force. I  w il l send you some m ii i ta n t  actions such as the 
m oney soon to  help you c a rry  on fam eil "D ea th  W atch ," the W P A  
the fig h t. I union began to  g row

tu rn  o ff the machines, grab 
th e ir  wrenches and pour out to 
pro tect th e ir  unemployed b ro ­
thers.

A  w o rld  o f s ignificance lies in 
th a t incident.

B y  th is  tim e  union officials, 
bo th loca lly  and na tiona lly , in  the 
U A W -C IO  had been forced by 
rank and file  pressure to  take 
some action in  support o f the 
W P A  local w h ich  had won the 
hearts o f the auto w orkers.

Union Backs Lawrence
W hen Roy Lawrence, s it-dow n 

veteran and W P A  union p res i­
dent, was a ttacked in the reac­
tio n a ry  F lin t Jou rna l fo r  alleged­
ly  th rea ten ing  to use violence 
agains re lie f heads, O FF IC E R S  
O F  T H E  IN T E R N A T IO N A L  
A N D  O F A L L  L O C A L  U N IO N S  
IN  F L IN T  w e n t to  his support 
im m edia te ly , issued a jo in t  s ta te ­
m ent to  the press, and backed up 
the W P A  union o ffic ia l unan i­
mously.

Today a fu ll page in every issue 
o f the F lin t  A u to  W orker, w eekly 
organ o f the loca l U A W -C IO , is 
devoted to the problem s o f the 
unemployed and W P A  w orkers.

Speakers fro m  a ll local unions 
of the U A W -C IO  now feel hon 
ored to  a ttend and speak a t the 
a u x ilia ry ’s meetings, w h ich  are 
bu ild ing  up to such a po in t th a t 
they overflow  the hall.

W orkers  A llian ce  F inished

Expect Big 
Vote For
C IO  at G M

(Continued on Page 2)
look tw ice  a t th is  garbage to  
know  th a t i t  was borrowed d i­
re c tly  from  the propoganda files 
o f the N a tiona l M anu fac tu re rs  
Association o r the Cham ber of

La Guardia Finally Forced To Agree To 
City's Observance of Union's Contracts

(Continued on Page 2)

can understand. The un ion con­
tinued fu l l  p repa ra tions fo r  the 
ca llin g  o f a c ity  w ide s tr ike . I t  
held an em ergency m eeting on 
M onday n ig h t o f the 500 members 
o f the union executive board. 
They announced the se ttin g  up of 
special s tr ik e  headquarters in  the 
d iffe re n t sections o f B ro o k lyn  and 
the B ronx and the o rgan iza tion  o f 
a special press headquarters a tCommerce.

T ha t the auto w o rke rs  union the uP t°w n  E m p ire  Hote l, 
and its  g re a t s tr ike s  was a “ sea I M ayo r’s S trike b re a k in g  P lans 
o f troub les" fo r  the A F L  b ig  , As Iate as Monday, M a yo r La

Guardia, phoney fr ie n d  o f labor, 
sent a le tte r  by special messenger 

Green’s M r. D illo n  in to  the ash-1to union headquarters, advis ing

shots is tru e  to  the la s t word. 
W hen the auto w o rke rs  th re w

can a fte r  he had kep t the auto 
w o rkers  disorganized in  pre-C IO  
days by feeding the new ly organ­
ized w o rke rs  to the c ra f t  union 
sha rks; when Green sold ou t the 
auto w o rkers  to Roosevelt in  the 
in fam ous N R A  se ttlem ent; when 
D illo n  tu rned over the Toledo 
C hevro let s tr ik e rs  in 1935 to  the 
tender mercies o f General M o­
to rs ; when Green, ac tin g  in  un i­
son w ith  every a n ti- la b o r boss 
and banker and v ig ila n te  in the 
country , stabbed the F lin t  s it-

the un ion offic ia ls  th a t the d iffe r­
ences between the c ity  offic ia ls  
and the un ion were pu re ly  " im a g ­
in a ry ”  and suggesting  th a t the 
whole m a tte r o f a s tr ik e  o f New 
Y o rk ’s tra n s p o rta tio n  s y s t e m  
“ was not rea lly  serious and ju s t 
a l i t t le  A p r i l Fool’s day fu n .”  He 
threatened to  break the s tr ik e  i f  
one were called.

To back up th is  v ic ious po licy. 
La  G uard ia  issued the unprece­
dented o rder p lac ing  ten c ity  de­
pa rtm ents  under the d ire c t com-

F ra n k lin  W o lflnge r A . th a t tim e the s ta lin is t  and about the m ilita n c y  o f its  leaders,
un ion-w reck ing  elements figu red 

There is an “ A m erican  Associ- i t  was ripe  fo r  them  to step in. 
a tion  fo r  the Advancem ent o f | They sent in a couple o f agents 
A the ism ," located a t 38 P a rk  to  whisper, m a lign  and w o rk  ag- 
Row, New Y o rk  C ity . I t  does n o t, 'a in s t the leaders o f the union, 
however, publish any m a te ria l who were such w e ll-know n m ili-  
show ing the p ro -cap ita lis t role o f | tan ts  as Genora Johnson and Roy 
the churches. I t  ca rries  on a very Lawrence.
ab s tra c t and the re fo re  ineffectua l i a  m eeting called fo r  the elec- 
cam paign. t io n  o f perm anent officers was

M urp hy  and General M otors no t 
to deal w ith  the C IO ; when M a r­
t in  com m itted  a hundred o ther 
crim es against the auto w o rke rs  
—when a ll these th ings  were hap­
pening the CIO auto w o rkers  
were a "sea o f troub les”  fo r  M r.
Green, and there  is n 't a doubt in  

The W orkers  A lliance  m em ber-1 any auto w o rke rs ’ m ind th a t both

E d ito r :
In  a le tte r  I  have ju s t received 

fro m  a Spanish comrade now in  
M exico there is the fo llo w in g  pas­
sage w h ich  gives us a good in ­
s igh t in to  the s itu a tio n  o f the 
Spanish revo lu tion is ts , etc.

"The m ora le  o f the Spanish I t  is w o rth  n o tin g  th a t th is ! flooded w ith  W orkers  A lliance  
comrades is as ton ish ing ly  h igh  k ind  o f old-fash ioned atheism , stooges. U n ion  by-law s were v io - 
considering w h a t they have gone w h ich  once played a b ig  role in  ha ted by the d is tr ib u tio n  o f slates 
th rough . W e ge t favo rab le  re- the p re -w ar A m erican  socia lis t ; j n the ha ll by members o f the

stooge election com m ittee. A  h u r­
ry -u p  count was held and the m il­
ita n t elem ents who had b u ilt  the 
union were defeated fo r  the m ain  
offices.

They did  no t qu it, however. 
They carried  on the figh t. In  a 
few  weeks the stooge W orkers  
A lliance hangers-on d r ifte d  off. 
They did  no th ing  to bu ild  the un­
ion. The union m em bership fe ll.

po rts  f r o i . " S p a in — v ia  France, m ovem ent, has today com ple te ly 
There seei-.s to  be an unusual disappeared fro m  the labo r move- 
am ount o f s o lid a rity  among th e 'm e n t.
w o rke rs  and peasants. W e have] o n  the one hand the re fo rm is t
been to ld  o f one instance where 
one o f ou r comrades had w alked 
a hundred k ilom e tres  to the bor­
der w h ile  under suspicion by the 
au th o ritie s ; and the peasants, in  
the m ost backw ard  section o f the, 
coun try , shielded h im  and d ire c t­
ed his course so th a t he w ould 
avo id the au tho rities . In  M adrid , 
too, reports  have i t  th a t there is 
a h igh  degree o f s o lid a r ity  among 
the w orkers . The oppression is 
v ic ious and thorough, b u t F ranco 
hasn’t  ye t broken th e ir  s p ir it.
Los Angeles C. C.

"soc ia lis ts ’ ’— the Socia lis t p a rty  
o f N o rm an Thom as and the So­
c ia l D em ocra tic  F edera tion— in ­
clude pious re lig ion is ts  in t l je ir  
leadership and have made tfte ir 
peace w ith  the churches. The 
S ta lin is ts  also go in fo r  a good 
deal o f op po rtu n is tic  ca te ring  to  
the churches.

On the o ther hand we revo lu ­
tio n a ry  socialists, as M arx is ts , 
recognize th a t "re lig io n  is the 
op ium  o f the people." We recog­
nize the rea c tion a ry  role o f the 
churches, w h ich  are tied  by in ­
num erable threads in to  the ser­
vice o f the c a p ita lis t class. B u t 
we also were ta u g h t by M a rx  and 
Len in  th a t re lig ion  w ill no t die 
aw ay so long as man is no t mas-

F d ito r-  te r o f his environm ent an(i thc re *
‘ . . bv do aw av w ith  re lig ion . B u t theThe show ing o f the  movie, uy J , .. 6 . „  . .. „ „ „ „  soc ia lis t revo lu tion  w ill be made “ Grapes o f W ra th  caused some- „ . ,F ,  .. . . . „  , bv tens o f m illio n s  o f w orkersth in g  o f a s t ir  in  ce rta in  Toledo ^  LC „ ¡ „ „ Q tv,. “  _ . , , , _ who w il l  s t i l l  be re lig ious, locircles. One pastor devoted a

Sunday sermon to  the question, arouse thef *  f r<f  *
"W h a t sha ll be done w ith  the s trugg le  is the task  o f ou r pa rty . 
Joads?”  Businessmen’s discussion | G iven these considerations, the 
groups and lite ra ry  tea societies ■ s trugg le  aga inst re lig ion  in  gen- 
also ta lked over the problem , j o ra l is necessarily subordinated 
There was considerable shak ing  ■ to  the economic and p o litica l

- s trugg le  aga inst cap ita lism . In

Ohio Has Okies 
Like the Joads

about its  v ictories.
W hen the W P A  offic ia ls loca lly  

were tamed, and the un ion lead­
ers realized na tiona l pressure was 
now needed in  th is  fie ld fo r  fu r ­
the r progress, they began to tu rn  
th e ir  eyes on the no to rious ly  crue l 
local W e lfa re  Board.

B u ick  W orke rs ’ S o lid a rity  
A  dem onstra tion , reported in 

last w eek’s Socia list Appeal, was 
held a t the W elfa re  offices and 
g re a t strides were made in t ra in ­
ing  these w e lfa re  offic ia ls  in  deal­
in g  w ith  the union.

The W e lfa re  bu ild ing , across 
the  s tree t fro m  the B u ick  
p lants, was picketed by a m il i­
ta n t co lo rfu l squad. In  the 
plants, a B u ick  w o rke r re p o rt­
ed, men w o rk in g  on the produc­
t io n  lines kep t look ing  ou t the  
w indow , ta lke d  the  s itua tion  
over tho rough ly , and unan i­
m ously resolved th a t should the

B u t the m ilita n ts  kep t p lu g g in g , police a tta c k  the p ickets  the

ship has trans fe rre d  en masse to 
the U A W -C IO  local, leav ing be­
hind on ly  the ha rd -b itte n  and 
w orth less elements.

The W P A  and W elfa re  offic ia ls 
trem ble  every tim e the W P a  
A u x ilia ry  speaks.

Negroes in  F lin t,  90% o f whom 
are unemployed, are g ra du a lly  
jo in in g  up, one o f the members o f 
the colored race hav ing  been 
elected recen tly  to the Executive 
Board o f the local.

T hroughou t the c ity  o f F lin t,  as 
a resu lt o f m il ita n t  action and 
consistent w ork , un ion men are 
proud o f Local 12. I ts  u p h ill 
s trugg le  should be a lesson to m il­
ita n ts  in  every area.

I ts  p rogram  is: a job  fo r  every 
w o rke r; a t least a $10,000,000,000 
emergency W P A  a p p ro p ria tion ; 
a l l.w a r  funds to  the unem ployed; 
an* adequate you th  p rogram  to 
em ploy a ll unemployed you th  a t 
union wages, etc.

I t  w i l l  not g ive up the s trugg le  
u n til these demands are met.

downers in  the back by u rg in g  man<i o f Police Com m issioner
Valentine, in s tru c tin g  these de­
p a rtm e n t heads to  keep th e ir  de­
pa rtm ents  open 24 hours a day 
and keep a ll personnel and equip­
m ent a t the com plete disposal o f 
the police. A n  em ergency m eeting 
o f police commanders, held M on­
day n ig h t a t Police Com m issioner 
V a len tine ’s office, ou tlined police 
s tra teg y  to a tte m p t to  smash the 
union s tr ik e  when and i f  i t  was 
called.

To fu r th e r  in tim id a te  the tra n s ­
p o rt w orkers, notices were posted 
a t a ll I.R .T . subway s ta tions o f 
an in ju n c tio n  obta ined in 1932, 
p ro h ib it in g  the w o rkers  fro m  in ­
te rfe r in g  w ith  the rece iver’s pos­
session o r m anagem ent o f the 
I.R .T . o r any o f its  properties. 

M ayo r Backs Down 
B u t in sp ite  o f the th rea ts  and 

the in tim ida tions , the un ion ranks 
held f irm  and la te  Tuesday the

o f heads, and m any sighs th a t 
such th in gs  should ex is t in  demo­
c ra tic  A m erica .

U n f o r t u n a t e  ly , th e ir  sighs 
w ou ld  have a t ru e r  sound i f  the 
ob jects o f th e ir  good in tentions 
were no t two thousand m iles 
away. These people seem pe rfect­
ly  b lind  to  the fa c t th a t r ig h t  
here in  Toledo, people are liv in g  
in  conditions th a t would make 
those o f the Joads seem re la tiv e ly  
lu xu rio us  by comparison.

On Toledo’s dum ps you w ill 
f ind  shacks constructed o f d r i f t ­
wood and cardboard cartons in  
w h ich  whole fam ilies  are liv in g . 
They eke ou t a m iserable p ittance

the course o f th a t s trugg le , we 
know, the m ost advanced w o rk ­
ers, as they find  the churches 
lined up w ith  the cap ita lis ts , tend 
to leave the churches -E d ito r .

K A N S A S  C IT Y — G rim  rea lism i d rive rs  now get 60 cents an hour
tow a rd  the prospects o f w a r and 
a de te rm ina tion  th a t organized 
labo r sha ll no t be penalized by

fo r  a 48-hour week, tim e and a 
h a lf fo r  overtim e.

The second provis ion, guaran-
w a r-tim e  conditions are w r it te n  tee ing th e ir  jobs to men who re- 
in lo  the provis ions o f the con tra c t| tu rn  fro m  w ar, has broad im p li-  
w h ich General D rive rs  U n ion  Lo- cations. I t  constitu tes an obsta-
cal 41 o f Kansas C ity  has se 
cured fro m  the em ployers here.

cle to em ployers' plans to  weaken 
the unions by chang ing the em-

(Continued fro m  Page 1) 
W h a t is more, a ll decisions fa v o r­
in g  the longshoremen were on 
m ino r isssues, covering such 
questions as the r ig h t  to dispense

The con trac t, w h ich  runs fro m  ployees d u rin g  the w a r, fo r  i t  w ith  pre fe rred gangs, the size o f

S.W.P. OPENS 
CONVENTION

M arch  1 fo r  one year includes the 
fo llo w in g  provis ions:

“ 22 . . .  i f  th is  na tion  is called 
to  w a r the con trac t shall be re­
opened fo r  wage and hour nego­
tia tio n s  only.

"23. I t  is agreed th a t in  the ev­
en t o f w a r, men who are called 
fo r  service w il l  no t lose th e ir  se­
n io r ity  w ith  the com pany upon 
re tu rn  from  service i f  phys ica lly  
f it . "

The f irs t  p rov is ion  makes i t  
possible fo r  the union, when w a r 
begins— w h ich  means a rise in  the 
cost o f l iv in g — to  demand h igher 
wages and sho rte r hours. Local

(Continued fro m  Page 1) 
been elaborated, as readers o f the 
la s t tw o  issues o f the New In te r -  

by go ing th rough  the rubbish th a t ’ n a tiona l have a lready been able
is th row n  onto the dump. Paper 
and scrap iro n  has a ce rta in  cash 
value, you know — b u t no t much. 
C h ild ren o f 8 and 10, old men and 
women, a ll f ig h t lik e  a pack- o f 
wolves over every piece o f m etal, 
every s tr ip  o f w ire  th a t is found. 
T h e ir whole days are spent ru m ­
m ag ing  th rou gh  the f i l th  o f the 
c ity 's  rubbish. F ires  are kep t 
bu rn ing  co n s ta n tly  so th a t the 
rubber su rround ing  copper w ire  
m ay be burned away.

B u t these are on ly  a few  o f the 
m ost oppressed o f Toledo’s su ffe r­
in g  thousands. W h a t o f the hun­
dreds o f fam ilies  who have not 
y e t been re tu rned  tb  the  re lie f 
ro lls?  Y ou hear no exclam ations 
fro m  the g e n try  fo r  them . O nly 
am azem ent— “ I  wonder how they 
do i t ? "

S till,  I  suppose i t  would be 
w ro n g  to  expect a n y th in g  else 
fro m  the libe ra l pastors, the busi-

means re tu rn  to the in d u s try  o f 
union men w ith  long tra d itio n s  
o f unionism . I f  such a prov is ion 
became p a rt o f a ll un ion con­
trac ts , i t  would mean th a t the 
re tu rn in g  body o f soldiers could 
no t easily be used, as they were 
a fte r  the la s t w a r, th ro u g h  the 
A m erican  Legion, as an a n ti- la ­
bor force.

O ver and above the specific 
fun c tio n  o f these provisions, they 
reveal a g r im  understand ing of 
how near we are to  be ing dragged 
in to  the im p e ria lis t w a r and a 
class-conscious w i l l  to  expand la ­
bo r’s power and gains w ith  no 
concessions to  jin g o  pa trio tism .

to  judge, the  p a r ty  convention 
w il l  have the ta sk  o f ove rhau ling  
d ra s tic a lly  the w o rk  o f fo rg in g  
deeper in to  the ranks o f the in ­
d u s tria l w o rk in g  class.

A ll In v ite d  to  D inne r
O ur sym path ize rs and friends 

w i l l  have an o p p o rtu n ity  fo r  d i­
rec t con tact w ith  the delegates 
com ing fro m  a ll fie lds o f the 
A m erican  class s trugg le  a t the 
D inne r being g iven to  g ree t the 
delegates on Sunday, A p r i l  7, 
1940 a t the Beethoven H a ll, 210 
E ast 5 th  S treet, N ew  Y o rk  C ity . 
D inne r w i l l  be served a t 7 p.m. 
Reservations can be made a t 116 
U n iv e rs ity  Place, o r by telephon­
in g  A Lg on qu in  4-8547. A n  u n fo r­
ge ttab le  experience is in  store 
fo r  a ll on th a t h is to ric  occasion. 
We urge every reader to take ad­
vantage o f th is  unique oppo rtun­
ity .

s ling  loads, the r ig h t  to sa fe ty  
codes— already p a r t o f a sta te  
law ! - and the r ig h t  to  a fu l l  day’s 
w o rk  when w o rk  is available.

B u t on a ll fundam enta l ques­
tions the a rb itra t io n  aw ard has 
gene aga inst the union and has 
served tb  underm ine the union 
and union so lida rity . These ques­
tions included the r ig h t  to re-

the face and bellies of Green and 
his lieu tenan ts w i l l  be the color 
o f sea-green!— when they see the 
resu lts  o f the N L R B  elections. j

The rea l problem s fo r  General 
M oto rs  w orkers, however, don’t 
end bu t on ly  begin the day B il l 
Green and his crow d are cleaned 
ou t o f the in du s try . The Reuther- 
Thomas leadership o f the U A W  
has accum ulated a host o f prob­
lems fo r  General M o to rs  w o rkers  
no t by ac tin g  like  the “ w ild-eyed 
rad ica ls " the A F L  accuses them  
o f being but, on the con tra ry , by 
th e ir  t im id ity  tow ard  the corpor­
ation. GM is ta k in g  fu l l  advan­
tage o f th is  a ttitu d e .

Company Bears Down
In  m any o f the p lan ts  here the 

line is being con s tan tly  speeded 
up. W hen w o rke rs  refuse to ac­
cept th e  speed-up they are e ithe r 
penalized w ith  a la yo ff o r th e ir  
wages are cu t to the percent o f 
the standard the m anagem ent 
cla im s they are m eeting.

In  Chevro le t Gear and Axle, 
seven men were recen tly  penal­
ized fo r  re fusa l to  meet com pany 
standards. They were allowed to 
re tu rn  to the jo b  a week la te r  on 
the cond ition  th a t they accepted 
com pany standards. The com pany 
made a concession in  agreeing to 
a low er q u a lity  o f w o rk . B u t i t  is 
ce rta in  the men w ill be forced to 
raise the q u a lity  o f th e ir  w o rk  
before long. In  th is  w ay the com­
pany is d r iv in g  m ore production 
ou t o f the men.

In  T e rns te d t’s, women w orkers  
were c u t ten cents per hour u n t il 
they m et com pany standards. 
M any o f the w o rke rs  q u it pay ing  
dues to the union in  view  o f its  
fa ilu re  to help them.

In  F leetwood, where the s itu a ­
tion  is be tte r than in  m ost GM 
p lants, the fa c to ry  operates five 
days a week, bu t w o rkers  w ith  
several years sen io rity  are w a lk ­
in g  the streets. New m ethods o f 
production  are th ro w in g  men out 
o f the shop a lm ost da ily , bu t 
w herever possible the m anage­
m ent is fa v o rin g  new men as

w il l  be held in  abeyance pend­
in g  a fina l ju d ic ia l decision and 
the  provis ions o f the  co n tra c t 
affected w ill be perfo rm ed in  
the m eantim e.”

A n ti-L a b o r Conspiracy 
The present con troversy has 

dem onstrated beyond doubt th a t 
the m ayor is in  a com bination  
w ith  the W a ll S tree t bankers in 
a v ile  conspiracy to achieve u n i­
fica tio n  o f the c ity ’s tra n s p o rt 
system a t the expense o f and on 
the backs o f the poor people and 
the labo r m ovem ent o f th is  c ity .

The la s t tw o  weeks have also 
dem onstra ted th a t the T ra n sp o rt 
W orke rs  Un ion can ga in  rea l se­
c u r ity  and achievem ents on ly  by 
re ly in g  on its  own s treng th , cour­
age and so lida rity .

B a tt le  N o t O ver 
I t  is  unquestionable th a t the 

T W U  has won the f irs t  ba ttle  of 
the present w ar. B u t the ba ttle  is 
by no means over.

There are s t i l l  4,800 w orkers, 
employed a t the present tim e  on 
the c ity ’s elevated lines w ho w il l  
be dumped ou t in to  the s tree t to 
jo in  the huge a rm y  o f unem ploy­
ed as soon as dem olition  o f the 
elevated lines begin.

There are s t i l l  the closed shop 
and o ther provis ions o f the p re ­
sent un ion con tracts  w h ich  m ust 
be passed on by the court. La  
G uard ia , the rest o f the c ity  ad­
m in is tra tio n , the judges o f the 
courts , and the whole gang o f ca­
p ita lis t  p o litic ian s  are no t in te r­
ested o r sym pa the tic  to  labo r bu t 
serve the W a ll S tree t bankers, 
the deadly enemies o f labor.

The T ransp o rt W orke rs  have 
reason to  be proud o f th e ir  in it ia l 
v ic to ry . B u t th is  in it ia l v ic to ry  
m ust no t make them  over-cocky. 
The unions m ust now begin a 
g re a t cam paign to  use a ll possi­
ble influence and pressure upon 
the cou rts  to  honor the fu l l  con­
tra c t in c lud in g  the closed shop, 
and to see th a t jobs a t equal pay 

! are guaranteed to  the 4,800 union
m ayor was forced to  w ith d ra w  i m embers employed on the  ele- 
his previous un ion-busting  pro- vated lines. O n ly  the same solld-
posals

The precise fo rm u la tio n  w h ich  
the m ayo r was f in a lly  compelled 
to g ive in  w r it in g  was:

“ When a ru lin g  is made by 
the  board a ffec tin g  any o f the 
provis ions o f th e  contract, i t

a r ity ,  the same m ilita n c y , the 
same reliance upon the s treng th  
and powers o f th e  union its e lf  
th a t won the in it ia l v ic to ry , w i l l  
c a rry  the tra n s p o rt w o rkers  
th rough  to  fina l v ic to ry , in  th is  
g re a t figh t.

Th is being special convention 
week fo r  the p a r ty  there  isn ’t  
m uch to  repo rt because m ost o f 
the comrades have th e ir  eyes 
tu rned  tow ards N ew  Y o rk . B u t i t  
has a good side in  th a t we can 
see fro m  the enthusiasm  fro m  the 
incom ing  delegates th a t Appeal 
c ircu la tio n  is go ing to  take  a b ig  
sp u rt fo rw a rd  a fte r  the conven­
tion . The delegates see b ig  possi­
b ilit ie s  ahead— and they  are 100% 
correct.

spect p icke t lines, un ion con tro l
o f h ir in g  and the r ig h t  o f the u n - |ag ainst  the 0]fl un ion employees, 
ion to d isc ip line  its  own m em -
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bers. These are questions a ffec t­
ing  the life  o f the un ion and 
should never have been subm itted  
to  a rb itra tio n .

U n ion -W reckers  A t  W o rk
Because o f the general opposi­

tion  o f the ra n k  and file  to  the 
method o f a rb itra tio n , the S ta lin ­
is t m achine had to  undertake ex­
tra o rd in a ry  measures to  sell the 
“ peace p lan .”  U nder cover o f one 
o f the m ost in tensive a g ita tio n  
cam paigns they have ever con­
ducted, the S ta lin is ts  maneuvered 
the separate m a ritim e  unions in to  
a position  o f re la tive  iso la tion  and 
m u tua l d is tru s t.

W hereas fo rm e rly  a ll unions 
had agreem ents e xp ir in g  a t the 
same tim e, th e ir  con trac ts  now 
have d iffe re n t e x p ira tio n  dates. 
The m ain  purpose behind th is  
S ta lin is t m aneuver was to  de­
s tro y  the s o lid a r ity  o f the  un ions 
so th a t each w ould be forced to  
accept the p rinc ip le  o f a rb itra ­
tion.

B u t as against a rb itra tio n , m il­
itan ts , inside the IL W U  are de­
m anding a p rog ram  to  reconsti­
tu te  the o r ig in a l m a ritim e  federa­
tio n  o f the rea l m arine  unions fo r  
a show-down f ig h t aga inst the 
bosses.

The Basic Cause 
The la ck  o f m ilita n c y  on the 

p a rt o f the  union leadership in  its  
d a ily  re la tions w ith  the corpora ­
tions arises a lm ost d ire c tly  ou t 
o f its  fa ilu re  to wage a m il ita n t  
f ig h t fo r  the m ost basic demand 
o f the au to  w o rke rs : T H E  30 
H O U R  W E E K  A T  40 H O U R  
P A Y .

W ith o u t th is  so lu tion— w h ich  
would in  its e lf  solve the t ic k lis h  
questions o f sen io rity , w o rk in g  
conditions, etc.— there can be no 
real so lu tion  to the problem s o f 
the au to  w orkers. The trem en­
dous unem ploym ent o f w o rke rs  in  
the auto in d u s try  is the  m ost 
pressing problem  fo r  the auto 
union.

E veryw here in D e tro it  and in 
F lin t  w o rkers  are seeking a m ore 
fundam enta l tre a tm e n t o f th e ir  
problem s than  mere change in  
ba rga in ing  re la tions w ith  the cor. 
pora tion . A nd everywhere the 
fee ling  is a ris ing , and i t  w i l l  no t 
be downed by s o ft speeches, th a t 
there m ust be action  fo r  the 30 
hour week a t 40 hour pay i f  the 
auto w o rke rs  un ion is to  go fo r ­
ward.

The s p ir it  o f 1937 is present in 
these b ig  au to  centers. The auto 
w o rke rs  w i l l  f ig h t— they  need on­
ly  leadership and a program .

S U B S C R IP TIO N S  
The f ir s t  th in g  lite ra tu re  

agents and branches w i l l  have to  
app ly  themselves to  a fte r  the 
convention is subs. F o llo w in g  is a 
l is t  o f subs received since the la s t 
rep o rt— we hope you rem em ber 
when th a t was because i t  was a 
long tim e  ago.

Yonkers, N. Y .........................  1
Los; A n g e le s ..........................  5
Rochester ............................... 2
St. L o u is .................................  2
Omaha ...................................  3
San F rancisco ......................  1
N ew  Y o rk  C i t y .................... 1
R ichm ond, C a lif .....................  1
Kansas ...................................  2
Provo, U t a h ..........................  1
W ashing ton, D. C.................1
The figrures speak fo r  th e m ­

selves. The f irs t  convention reso­
lu tio n  by each and every delegate 
m ust be: “ S ubscrip tions come 
f ir s t ! "

and in F lin t .  Branches in  S t. Lou­
is, Los Angeles and C leveland w ill 
also receive copies fo r  d is tr ib u ­
tio n  a t GM p lan ts  in th e ir  lo ca li­
ties. The special ed ition  h its  the  
na il on the head in  dea ling  w ith  
the v ita l issues fac in g  the auto 
w orkers . Results o f th is  d is tr ib u ­
tio n  w i l l  be reported la te r  in  these 
columns.

D e tro it  p u t p a r t o f the  m oney 
r ig h t  on the  line : “ Enclosed find  
money o rder fo r  the special au to 
ed itio n ," they  w rite , “ the  m oney 
was raided a t the  la s t p a r ty  
m eeting, a lm ost everyone ( in ­
c lud ing  the new m em bers) con­
tr ib u tin g ."

S P E C IA L  SU B  O F F E R
Our special sub offer has 

brought many good comments 
but results are still to come. N ick  
Lyons writes from  New  Haven: 
“The special offer Is a very good 
one and T in  going to do my best 
to get some of these tria l offers 
in the hands of our contacts."

S P E C IA L  A U T O  E D IT IO N
T ins  week we are p r in t in g  a 

several thousand copy special edi­
tio n  o f the S oc ia lis t Appea l on 
the com ing N L R B  elections in 
General M o to rs  fo r  d is tr ib u tio n  
a t the b ig  C IO  ra llie s  in  D e tro it

E a r ly  th is  week we received a 
big check fro m  St. Pau l w h ich  
pays up th e ir  special ed ition  in  
fu ll.  The convention delegates 
w i l l  g ive us m ore detailed in fo r­
m a tion  on d is tr ib u tio n  and we 
w il l  re p o rt i t  in  next weeks’ A p ­
peal.

T H E  H O N O R  RO LL
Not all the blows of reaction 

can drive our devoted sympathiz­
ers away from  the Fourth In te r­
national. W e deeply appreciate 
their contributions.

From  Oakland, Calif., A . R. 
writes: Enclosed is $10 to cov­
er my press security pledge.. .  
The steady swing to reaction 
and u tter confusion in most 
people’s minds make the N .I. 
and S.A. more im portant than 
ever. I  certainly appreciate 
them nowadays more than I  
ever did.

From  Washiogton, D. (X, 
M .B. sent us a five spot and 
apologized th a t he couldn’t  
raise more on his watch.

George Stern, Appeal col­
umnist, came through w ith  
twenty-five dollars! W e hope 
that the comrades who like his 
excellent column would follow  
his example In coming through 
for the paper when It  Is really  
needed.

BRIDGES GIVES 
BOSSES HIS 
'PEACE PLAN'

TEAMSTERS' PACT GUARDS UNION 
GAINS UNDER WAR CONDITIONS

The Flint WPA Union-History 
O f Growth Through Struggle
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S.P. Delegate Supports 
Pro-War "Silence” at 
Session o f 2nd In t’l

Dan and Abramovich in Involved Dispute 
Over the Degree to Which They W ant 
To See the Soviet Union Defeated

B y JO SEPH  H A N S E N
On the f ro n t page o f the M arch  

30 issue o f the Call, o ffic ia l organ 
o f the Socia list p a rty  (the  N o r­
man Thomas g roup ), there is a 
“ re p o rt"  o f the f irs t  m eeting  of 
the E xecu tive  C om m ittee o f the 
Labor and S oc ia lis t In te rn a tio n ­
al since the ou tb reak o f the w ar.

Inasm uch as Devere A llen , a 
m em ber o f the Norm an Thomas 
group, a ttended th is m eeting  as 
an o ffic ia l representative , the 
Call is w e ll acquainted w ith  w ha t 
happened there. The a rtic le  re ­
ports, however, no th ing  beyond 
the fo llo w in g  sketch : th a t  the 
m eeting was "excep tiona lly  w e ll 
attended,”  th a t i t  was held fro m  
"Feb. 23 to  Feb. 25”  a t “ B ru s ­
sels,”  th a t there were "re p re ­
sen ta tives”  fro m  various coun­
tr ies  in  add ition  to Devere A llen , 
among them  being Leon B lum , 
th a t there was a discussion on 
Poland and on F in land, and th a t 
the m eeting made some changes 
in the personnel o f the Execu­
tive  Com m ittee.

The C a ll does no t o ffe r even the 
s ligh te s t com m ent on:

(1 )  . The fa ilu re  o f the Execu­
tive  Com m ittee to  meet fo r  five 
m onths a fte r  the w a r broke out.

(2 )  . The fa ilu re  o f the Execu­
tive  C om m ittee to  condemn as 
t ra ito rs  and renegades those of 
its  members who accept posts in  
bourgeois governm ents.

(3 )  . The E xecu tive  C o m m it­
tee’s suppo rt o f the  A llie d  camp 
o f im p e ria lis ts  in  the second 
W orld  W a r» n o w  ra g in g  in  E u ­
rope. *

(4 )  . The fa ilu re  o f the Execu­
tive  Com m ittee to  pass a s ingle 
reso lution. N o t one!

SOME T H IN G S  T H E  
"C A L L ”  D ID N ’T  M E N T IO N

In  o rder to understand be tte r 
w hy the C a ll chose the eloquence 
o f silence ra th e r than  speech, le t 
us ou tline  b r ie fly  the m a in  events 
a t the conference. We use as our 
f irs t  source o f in fo rm a tio n  the 
“ In te rn a tio n a l In fo rm a tio n ”  bu l­
le tin  o f the Second In te rn a tio n a l, 
no ting  th a t under date o f "end o f 
December 1939”  the L S I in its  
previous bu lle tin  made the fo l­
low ing announcem ent to  its  read­
ers:

‘ We were forced a t the b ig in  
n ing o f the w a r to in te rru p t the 
pub lica tion  o f our T n > rn a tio n a l 
In fo rm a tio n ' and its  supplements. 
As we do no t y e t know  when we 
w ill be able to  resume ou r pub­
lica tions, we cannot accept any 
subscrip tions fo r  the year 1940.”

The next b u lle tin  is dated Feb­
ru a ry  26, 1940, and reports  the 
conference. A pp a re n tly  the o ffi­
cials o f the Second In te rn a tio n a l 
consider th a t the sole action  they 
have taken slffce the beginn ing 
o f the second W o rll W a r was 
such an ou ts tand ing  service to 
the A llie d  im p e ria lis ts  th a t i t  de­
served th e ir  b reak ing  silence w ith  
a special report, even though 
they no longer have any subscrib­
ers.

“ Cam ille  H uysm ans was unan­
im ously elected P resident in  place 
of J.W . A lb a rd a  who had entered 
the D u tch  governm ent on A ug us t 
9.”  The unanim ous vote indicates 
Devere A llen 's  approval o f H uys­
mans and hence—in  v iew  o f the 
eloquent silence o f the C a ll—the 
approval o f the N orm an Thomas 
group. Huysm ans was the secre­
ta ry  o f the Second In te rn a tio n a l 
up to 1914 and "d u r in g  the w a r.”  
He was one o f those who helped 
lead the w o rke rs  in to  the la s t 
W orld  W a r as cannon fodder and 
hence is em ine n tly  qualified to  
act as a lead ing o ffic ia l o f the 
Second In te rn a tio n a l in  the pres­
ent im p e ria lis t s laughter.

J.W . A lba rda , the fo rm e r pres­
ident, was n o t present a t the 
conference. A s an o ffic ia l m em ber 
of the D u tch  governm ent, he was 
busy a id ing  the  im p e ria l cab inet 
in  repressing the w o rke rs  and co­
lon ia l slaves o f Ho lland. H e n ri 
de Man, who also resigned fro m  
the E xecu tive  C om m ittee to  take 
a s im ila r  job  w ith  the B e lg ian 
governm ent, was also absent. The 
silence o f the C a ll on the  actions 
o f these tw o  renegades is one of 
the hoary  customs o f the Second 
In te rn a tio n a l: never a tta c k  any 
m em ber who be trays the w o rk in g  
class and takes a post in  a  bour­
geois governm ent —  who knows, 
you m ay be the ne x t to  ge t an 
offer.

The agenda d raw n  up by the 
secretary, F re id r ic h  A d le r, was 
"abandoned”  w ith o u t any discus­
sion w hatsoever “ in  v ie w  o f the 
com plete m od ifica tion  o f the c ir ­
cumstances b ro u g h t about by  the 
w a r”  and the  conference listened 
to  a re p o rt by W . K e to  on the 
s itu a tio n  in  F in lan d  and a re p o rt 
o f the delegate o f the Bund on the

s itua tion  in  the occupied te r r ito r ­
ies o f Poland.

“ T h is  re p o rt,”  continues the 
bu lle tin , was fo llow ed by a ve ry  
pro found discussion on the in te r­
na tiona l s itu a tio n  w h ich  took up 
m ost o f the m eeting ." In  the Call 
th is  “ profound discussion" is no t 
even m entioned!

T H E Y  A L L  R O O TED  
F O R  BO URG EO IS F IN L A N D

B oth  the C a ll and the b u lle tin  
do m ention, however, th a t K e to ’s 
rep o rt was a success, “ every 
speech”  expressing com plete un ­
a n im ity  on aid  and support fo r  
F in land. We are unable to  check 
on th is  po in t, as there was no 
ro ll ca ll vote on the F inn ish  ques­
tio n  since there was no reso lu tion  
on it ,  b u t no one would th in k  of 
accusing the C a ll o r any o th e r or- 

j gan o f the Second In te rn a tio n a l 
I o f inaccuracy on such a m a tte r. 
Support o f one bourgeois govern­
m ent o r another has long been 
a condition o f m em bership in  the 
Second In te rn a tio n a l.

W h ile  no reso lu tions w hatso­
ever were passed by the con fe r­
ence, the com m ents o f the Rus­
sian M ensheviks who had a del­
egate a t the conference, lik e  the 
silence o f the Ca ll, can be said 
to m ake up fo r  th is  lack.

In  a lead ing e d ito r ia l o f its  
M arch 5 issue, under the  t i t le  
“ S oc ia lis t In te rn a tio n a l Stands 
U n ite d ," S o ts ia lis tichesk i V estn ik , 
edited by A bram ovich , eulogizes 
the conference and then proceeds 
to analyze it .  The conference met, 
exclaim s the ed ito ria l, and ex­
changed “ views on those g ra n d i­
ose events w h ich  have taken place 
in Europe fo r  a lm ost a h a lf year 
and w h ich  m ay in  the near fu tu re  
encompass the whole w o rld  and 
determ ine its  destiny ."
T H E Y  ASK  A  V E R Y ,
V E R Y  GOOD Q U E S T IO N !

B u t "shou ldn ’ t  the Second In ­
te rna tion a l be ind ic ted ,”  queries 
the A bram ovich  ed ito ria l, inas­
m uch as th is  session could be held 
on ly five m onths a fte r  the ou t­
break o f the w a r and then ad­
journed w ith o u t adop ting  o r 
passing a single reso lu tion? (The 
M ensheviks are a t least capable, 
in d is tin c tio n  fro m  the Call, o f 
seeing th a t th is  question is bound 
to be asked by the class-conscious 
w o rke r.) Is n ’t  such a lapse, he 
asks, absolute p roo f o f “ the im ­
potence and in te rn a l decomposi­
tion  and the com plete loss o f any 
in te rn a tio n a l s o lid a rity ,”  a dem­
o n s tra tion  o f " i ts  in a b ility  to  p lay  
an active  role in the actua l events 
o r the fu tu re  developm ent o f 
m ankind ?”

W e answer th is  question w ith  a 
sim ple a ffirm a tive .

B u t the M ensheviks— and we 
presume the silence o f the  C a ll 
s ignifies s o lid a rity  w ith  these 
boo tlickers  o f the im p e ria lis t 
w arm ongers— m a in ta in  the con­
tra ry . Leon B lum  in  P opula ire  
even ha ils the Brussels sessions 
as a m a jo r achievem ent on the 
road o f consolida tion o f in te rn a ­
tio n a l socia lism !

The fa c t th a t the ou tb reak o f 
the second W orld  W a r stunned 
the Second In te rn a tio n a l in to  
c o m p l e t e  pa ra lys is  fo r  five 
m onths is argued aw ay by Leon 
B lum  w ith  an analogy. In  1914-18 
the life  o f the In te rn a tio n a l was 
com ple te ly d isrup ted fo r  a whole 
num ber o f years. Today i t  is  dis- 

i rup ted on ly  five m onths! “ One 
can even say,”  declares B lum , 
“ th a t the ou tb reak o f the w a r 
and then the Bo lshevik  revo lu tion  
in Russia so d is in tegra ted  a ll the 
liv in g  elements o f w o rld  socialism  
th a t the re-estab lishm ent o f the 
In te rn a tio n a l became possible on­
ly  in  1923.”  The sm ashing o f the 
c a p ita lis t class in Russia by the 
oppressed peasants and w orkers  
m eant no th ing  to  B lum  except an 
adverse influence on the power, 
prestige, and finances o f the bu­
reaucracy o f the Second In te rn a ­
tiona l.

A bram ovich  agrees w ith  B lum . 
In  com parison to  “ five  years o f 
com plete pa ra lys is  and fo u r years 
o f barren effo rts , in te rn a l dissen­
sion and s p lit ”  a lapse o f five 
m onths was no t a rea l in te rru p ­
tio n  a t a ll.

B o th  A b ra m ov ich  and B lum  
then jo in  in  chorus th a t a fte r  a ll, 
looked a t in  a ce rta in  lig h t, there 
wasn’t  any in te rru p tio n  w hatso­
ever. C ontact between a ll the 
sections o f the L.S .I. was “ never 
fo r  a m om ent b roken" and the 
sessions o f the E xecu tive  Com­
m itte e  a t Brussels re a lly  cons ti­
tu ted  a genuine session o f the  In ­
te rn a tio n a l " i f  no t in  a fo rm a l 
sense then in  substance.”  A nd i f  
there was a l i t t le  delay, such de­
lay  is accounted fo r  by “ w a r tim e  
d ifficu ltie s .”

A s  fo r  the “ u n ity ”  d isplayed a t
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M O L O T O V  SPEECH SHO W S KREMLIN  
SEEKS TO  REG AIN M IDDLE GROUND
SOFTER TONE ADOPTED TOWARD ALLIES AND A COOLER ONE TOWARD HITLER

Russian Mensheviks In  
Split Over A ttitude  
Toward Soviet Union

By F E L IX  M O RRO W
A  com parison o f M o lo tov ’s M arch  29 speech on fo re ign  po licy 

to  the Supreme Soviet w ith  his speech on the same sub ject to 
the same body five m onths ago provides some s ig n ifica n t con­
trasts.

The m ost s ig n ifica n t changes are those in  the tone employed 
tow a rd  G erm any on the one hand and tow ard  the A llie s  and 
the U n ited  S tates on the other.

In  his Oct. 31, 1939 speech M o lo tov devoted a good th ird  of 
his tim e  to  in d ic tin g  the A llie s  as responsible fo r  the w a r and 
w h itew ash ing  G erm any; he cited the persecutions o f the F rench 
Com m unists, “ the c u r ta ilin g  o f p o lit ic a l libe rties  In England, the 
u n re m itt in g  na tiona l oppression in  In d ia ,”  the A llie s ’ "p ro fou nd ly  
m a te ria l in te rests as m ig h ty  colon ia l powers . . . w h ich  make pos­
sible the e xp lo ita tion  o f hundreds o f m illio ns  o f people,”  th e ir  
“ fe a r o f los ing  w o rld  suprem acy th a t d ic ta tes to  the ru lin g  c ir ­
cles o f G reat B r ita in  and F rance the po licy  o f fom en ting  w a r 
w ith  G erm any,”  etc. Roosevelt’s intercession w ith  K a lin in  on 
beha lf o f F in land  was answered w ith  a sharp reference to  the 
U n ited  S tates’ oppression o f the P h ilipp ines and Cuba. T u rk e y ’s 
trea ties  w ith  the A llie s  were term ed "e n te r in g  the o rb it  o f the 
developing European w a r,”  and there  was m ore than  a h in t of 
th re a t in  M o lo tov ’s query “ w hethe r T u rk e y  w il l  no t come to re­
g re t it .  . . .”

V e ry  d iffe re n t is the tone in  the la te s t speech. I t  is tru e  
th a t i t  says the A llie s  "declared w a r on G erm any under the p re­
te x t o f fu lf i l l in g  th e ir  ob liga tions tow a rd  Poland”  and calls i t  
a w a r to  d ism em ber G erm any; b u t th is  is done in  a sentence 
o r tw o  and there  are no m ore references to the d ic ta to r ia l 
m ethods o f the de m ocra tic -im pe ria lis ts  a t home o r in  the colonies. 
Despite the r ic h  p roo f a t his disposal, M o lo tov 's  in d ic tm e n t of 
the an ti-S ov ie t role o f the A llie s  in  F in lan d  is couched in  ex­
tre m e ly  calm , even defensive term s. There are no fu r th e r  ta r t  
rem arks about A m erican  im p e ria lism ; instead, an o ffe r to  in ­
crease im p o rts  fro m  the U.S. i f  A m erican  a u tho ritie s  do no t 
p u t obstacles in  the way. The tone tow ard  T u rke y  does not 
repeat any note o f rep roo f b u t instead po in ts  to  the ex is ting  non­
aggression pact. Rum ania, unm entioned five m onths ago, is as­
sured “ there are no grounds fo r  any de te rio ra tion  in  Soviet- 
R um an ian re la tions .”

Even the ga the ring  A ng lo -F rench  colon ia l arm ies under W cv- 
gand in  the N ear East, p la in ly  a move u n frie n d ly  to  the Soviet 
U n ion, and w h ich  i f  the K re m lin  so desired could be the peg on 
w h ich  to  hang an a ll-em brac ing  in d ic tm e n t o f the A llies , is 
m ere ly  the sub ject o f a s ingle pa rag raph  In wh ich, n a tu ra lly  en­
ough, the Soviet U n ion  is s tated to  be exerc is ing v ig ilance  and 
prepared fo r  counter-m easures. T h is  is fu r th e r  softened by  a 
dec la ra tion  th a t “ the fa n ta s tic  plans a ttr ib u te d  to  the Soviet 
U n ion  o f a Red A rm y  'M arch  on In d ia ,’ ‘M arch  on the E a s t’ and 
the lik e  . . . are such obvious absurd ities th a t one m ust com ple te ly 
lose his senses to believe such absurd lies.”

No More Boasts of German Alliance
W h a t m akes even cleare r the  con tra s t in the tone o f the 

tw o  speeches is to  add to  the differences enum erated above those 
concern ing Germ any. In  the speech five m onths ago the H it le r -  
S ta lin  pact was declared “ bound to  have its  effect on the en tire  
in te rn a tio n a l s itu a tio n  . . . Here developm ent has proceeded along 
the line  o f s treng then ing  ou r fr ie n d ly  re la tions, ex tending ou r 
p ra c tica l cooperation and rendering  G erm any p o lit ic a l support 
in  her e ffo rts  fo r  peace.”  C o llabora tion  between the Germ an and 
Red arm ies in  Poland was b o a s tfu lly  described: “ one s w ift  b low  
to  Poland, f irs t  by the G erm an A rm y  ¿nd then by the Red A rm y , 
and no th in g  was le f t  o f th is  u g ly  o ffsp rin g  o f the Versa illes 
tre a ty . . .

M o lo tov  even w ent so fa r  then as to  declare “ th a t a s trong  
G erm any is an indispensable cond ition  fo r  a durable peace in  
Europe ." Those who w ish otherw ise fa il to see th a t th e ir  a tte m p t 
“ m ay end in  d isaster fo r  them .”

N o th in g  com parable to these sta tem ents is contained in  M olo­
to v ’s la te s t speech. There is a p e rfu n c to ry  reference to  the “ new, 
good re la tio n s " w ith  Germ any, w h ich  “ have been tested in  p rac­
tice  in  connection w ith  events in  fo rm e r Poland, and th e ir  
s tre n g th  has been su ffic ie n tly  proved." B u t th is  is s k il lfu lly  be­
li t t le d  by th is  s ig n ifica n t passage:

“ A tte m p ts  have been made to ju s t i fy  these hostile  acts (o f 
the  A llie s ) tow a rd  ou r fo re ign  trade on the grounds th a t by 
tra d in g  w ith  G erm any we are he lp ing her in  the w a r against 
Eng land and France.

“ I t  does no t take much to  see th a t these argum ents are not

the Brussels m eeting, the unan i­
mous vote fo r  the new president, 
u n a n im ity  o f support fo r  the A l­
lied camp o f im peria lis ts , etc., 
A bram ovich  sighs w ith  a s lig h tly  
sour note. Don’t  le t's  foo l ou r­
selves, he says in effect, th is  un ­
ity  “ does no t flow  fro m  the fa c t 
th a t the sections o f the L.S .I. are 
perm eated to  a g re a te r degree 
w ith  in te rn a tio n a l p ro le ta ria n  sol­
id a r ity  and class lo y a lty  than the 
pa rties  o f the Second In te rn a tio n ­
al in  1914-18.”  W hy does the o r­
gan iza tion  en joy such un ity , 
then? A bram ov ich  confesses th a t 
th is  is due to  the fa c t th a t the re  
are no "so c ia lis t pa rties  today 
stand ing  'on the o ther side’ o f the 
m il ita ry  barricades w h ich  divide 
Europe in to  tw o  hostile  camps.”

N o wonder the C a ll was com­
p le te ly  s ilen t about “ the pro found 
discussion”  on the in te rna tiona l 
s itua tion . R epo rting  the views o f 
th is  m eeting, a t w h ich  represent­
a tive  Devere A lle n  sat unan i­

m ously side by side w ith  po litica l 
p ro s titu tes  Leon B lum , Paul 
Faure, A bram ovich , the Social 
R evo lu tiona ry  Chernov, Zyrom - 
ski, G rim m , etc., etc., w ou ld  have 
drained the N o rm an Thomas 
group o f its  la s t vestige o f pa rlo r 
p ink. W ith  an eloquent silence 
they m a in ta in  th e ir  pretense to 
rad ica lism , a pretense th a t is on ly  
a measure o f th e ir  d istance from  
Europe. They can a ffo rd  to  be 
rad ica l in  th e ir  s ilen t negative 
w ay th is  fa r  fro m  the ba ttle fie lds  
and w ith  A m erican  cap ita lism  
s t i l l  on ly  on the edge o f the con­
flic t.

A s fo r  soc ia lis t pa rties  o f the 
colon ia l and sem i-colonia l coun­
tries , such as China, Ind ia , the 
A fr ic a n  and South Am erican 
countries, etc., they were not 
m entioned by the speakers since 
no one represents such countries 
in the Second In te rn a tio n a l. O nly 
labo r aris tocrac ies breed Second 
In te rn a tio n a l parties.
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w o rth  a brass fa r th in g . One has on ly  to  com pare the USSR w ith , 
say, Rum ania. I t  is know n th a t R um an ia ’s trade  w ith  G erm any 
m akes up h a lf o f her to ta l fo re ign  trade  and th a t m oreover 
the share o f her na tiona l p roduction  in  R um an ia ’s exports  to 
G erm any, fo r  exam ple, o f such basic com m odities as o il p ro ­
duction  and g ra in , fa r  exceeds the share o f its  na tiona l production 
in  the Soviet U n ion ’s exports  to  G erm any.”

I t  is a fa r  c ry , th is  b e lit t lin g  o f Soviet-G erm an trade, fro m  
the boastfu l declarations in  the  speech five m onths ago.

Unm entioned in  the e a rlie r speech, I ta ly  comes in  fo r  some 
sharp blows now. In  ad d ition  to a  denuncia tion o f I ta ly 's  sup­
p o rt o f F in land, the  speech goes to  considerable length , apropos 
o f a con tra s t between A ng lo -F rench  po licy  in  F in lan d  and A l­
bania, in  denouncing “ I ta ly 's  p re da to ry  action  in  fo rc ib ly  sub­
ju g a tin g  A lb an ia  w ith o u t the least regard  fo r  its  popu la tion  of 
over a m illio n  people.”  This, com ing a t the m om ent when the 
N azi ru le rs  o f G erm any are a tte m p tin g  to  secure an agreem ent 
between I ta ly  and the USSR, on po licy  in  the’ B a lkans to  shut 
ou t the A llies , is a p la in  in d ica tion  th a t the N azis are no t having 
success in  g e ttin g  S ta lin  harnessed in  a tandem  team  w ith  Musso­
lin i.

Result of Finnish Events
I t  appears obvious th a t the change in  tone is the resu lt 

o f the five  m onths’ tes t in  F in land . The e a rlie r speech had said, 
“ We do no t th in k  th a t F in lan d  w il l  seek a p re te x t to fru s tra te  
the proposed agreem ent.”  Instead came w a r, w ith  serious reverses 
fo r  the Red A rm y , po w e rfu l support fo r  F in lan d  fro m  the A ng lo - 
F rench bloc; instead o f occupying F in la n d  as the K re m lin  de­
cided when the w a r began— the Kuusinen “ Peoples G overnm ent" 
could have no o th e r m eaning— the  K re m lin  was m ore than glad 
to  ca ll a h a lt beyond Lake  Ladoga and fo rg e t Kuusinen. M o lo ­
tov  had sm iled skep tica lly  when, the m orn ing  the Second W orld  
W a r began, the Polish ambassador had said he expected the A n ­
g lo-F rench decla ra tion  o f w a r s h o rtly ; no t u n t il i t  fe lt  the 
A ng lo -F rench  blows in  the F inn ish  events d id  i t  fin a lly  become 
clear to  the bureaucra ts in  the K re m lin  th a t the  pact w ith  H it le r  
was no t go ing to save them  fro m  A llie d  blows!

M o lo tov ’s speech does no t represent a de fin ite  s h ift  in  basic 
po licy. T hroughou t, the K re m lin ’s p o licy  has been based on the 
fixed desire to  keep o u t o f the m a jo r w a r; no t because the 
K re m lin ’s in ha b itan ts  are pacifis ts— these fe llow s are no more 
pac ifis tic  tha n  Iv a n  the T e rr ib le !— b u t because the y  fe a r the con­
sequences a t home in  the course o f w a r: the r is in g  tide  o f re ­
vo lt. A nd  u n like  the im p e ria lis t powers, the K re m lin , however 
co rru p t and bu reaucra tic , is n o t d riven  tow a rd  w a r by the con tra ­
d ic tions o f an im p e ria lis t economy.

A New Attem pt to Veer and Tack
M olo tov ’s speech indicates, however, th is  m uch o f a  change. 

U p  to  the F in n ish  events the K re m lin  was extrem e ly  confident 
th a t its  pact w ith  H it le r  had assured the USSR a pos ition  in 
between the w a rr in g  camps; in  g ra te fu l re tu rn  fo r  the pact, the 
K re m lin  was em phasizing its  p o lit ic a l support o f H i t le r ’s po licy, 
extension o f economic co llabora tion , etc., and was do ing so w ith  
cocksure conv ic tion  th a t  the A llie s  were im p o ten t to  in te rfe re  
w ith  the K re m lin ’s plans fo r  s treng then in g  its  defenses against 
any fu tu re  moves o f H itle r .  The events in  F in lan d  rudely de­
stroyed th is  illus ion .

F o r the com ing period, the re fore , the K re m lin , hav ing  b u rn t 
its  fingers in  F in land , w i l l  a tte m p t to  move more cau tious ly  be­
tween the tw o  camps. I t  w i l l  seek to edge aw ay a l i t t le  from  
H it le r  in  o rder no t to  susta in  fu r th e r  blows fro m  the A llies. 
B u t, hav ing  placed its  fa te  e n tire ly  on m aneuvers between the 
im p e ria lis t camps, w h ich  is s im p ly  ano the r w ay o f say ing  th a t 
i t  pursues a course o f suppo rting  one im p e ria lis t cam p against 
another, the K re m lin ’s a tte m p t to  steer c lear o f the w a r w ill 
b ring  upon i t  m ore and m ore pressure fro m  both camps, and 
f irs t  and m ost pressing w il l  be H it le r ’s pressure.

(A  second a rtic le  on M o lo tov ’s speech w il l  appear next week.)

Behind the Lines
--------- B y G EO RG E S TE R N  11 S I

Allen Attends First Session of Executive 
Since Outbreak of W ar; Socialist Call 
Maintains Eloquent Silence Too

Signs of a new British deal 
w ith Japan are beginning to 
appear. I f  it is actually signed, 
sealed, and delivered, the re­
sults w ill be of the utmost im ­
portance in the further develop­
ment of the war.

I t  is a notable fact that a l­
though Washington came out 
with a declaration of non-re­
cognition within a few hours 
afte r the launching of the new 
puppet government of W ang  
Ching-wei in Nanking, neither 
London nor Paris have as yet 
followed suit. In  Tokyo there is 
already quiet rejoicing on what 
is taken as a virtual split 
among Japan's three principal 
imperialist rivals for the ex­
clusive rights to plunder China.

O ther signs of a B r it is h  d ip lo ­
m a tic  s h ift  are no t lack ing . On 
M arch  28 in Tokyo  the B r it is h  
ambassador, S ir  R obert Craigie, 
declared in  a speech to de lighted 
Japanese d ign ita rie s  th a t Japan 
and B r ita in  are "u lt im a te ly  s t r iv ­
in g  fo r  the same ob jective—  
namely, la s tin g  peace and the 
preserva tion o f o u r in s titu tio n s  
from  extraneous and subversive 
influences." He saw no insuper­
able obstacle to  the estab lishm ent 
o f “ fu l l  ha rm ony”  in  the na tiona l 
policies o f the tw o  countries.

On M arch 31, the financial 
pages of the New Y ork Times 
carried a  report unpublished 
elsewhere of a remarkable deal 
between the British and Japan­
ese governments involving the 
sale of about 1,000,000 barrels 
of crude oil produced by British  
companies in Iran  to Japan. 
One cargo of 100,000 barrels is 
already enroute, the Times said. 
Since up until now Japan has 
done most of Its oil buying In 
California, news of the trans­
action has produced angry m ut- 
terings in Washington.

I t  seems ve ry  d e fin ite ly  to  sug­
gest th a t the B r it is h  and the Jap­
anese are s tr ik in g  a new barga in,

p a r t ly  a t the expense o f China, 
and p a r t ly  a t th a t  o f A m erican  
im peria lism . O il is  one o f the 
m ost im p o rta n t elem ents in  the 
A m erican  th re a t o f an em bargo 
aga inst Japan, and B r ita in  is a l­
ready d isp la y in g  an indecent 
readiness to  f i l l  in  the threatened 
gap in  Japan's sources o f supply.

W hat the British w ant is 
clear enough. They are ready 
to forego, T E M P O R A R IL Y , 
their resistance to Japan’s con­
tinental policy in return for 
aligning Japan w ith  B rita in ’s 
more immediate wra r concerns. 
This would involve, mainly, 
Japanese compliance in the ex­
tension of the blockade to the 
Pacific, aimed prim arily again­
st Soviet ports which have be­
come the trans-shipment point 
for goods bought in the United  
States and destined, the British  
believe, for Germany.

The Japanese, fo r  th e ir  pa rt, 
have m uch to  ga in  and l i t t le  to 
lose. They w i l l  be able to  con tin ­
ue unseating B r ita in  fro m  s tra ­
teg ic positions in  China and a t 
the same tim e  p lay  o ff the B r i­
t ish  aga inst the A m ericans, and 
the Russians aga inst bo th the 
others. F o r  the Japanese i t  is a 
break in  the a lm ost to ta l d ip lo ­
m a tic  iso la tion  in  w h ich  they 
have been langu ish ing  since the 
S ta lin -H itle r  pac t was signed.

For the American war-plan­
ners, I t  Is another dose of the  
British double-cross which they 
had to swallow in 1932, when 
the British supported the Jap­
anese invasion of China for the 
same reason that they helped 
nourish H itle r— as a  weapon 
against the Soviet Union.

In  these circum stances, the 
spring  m aneuvers o f the  U.S. Pa­
c ific  flee t m ay con s titu te  a  w a rn ­
ing  to  B r ita in  no less than  to 
tlapan, a w a rn in g  th a t A m erican  
im peria lism  th is  tim e  in tends to 
p lay  its  ow n hand in  its  ow n way.

By JO H N  G. W R IG H T
The “ F o re ign  D e legation”  o f 

the Russian M ensheviks, th a t is, 
th e ir  lead ing center, has s p lit  on 
the question o f the a ttitu d e  to ­
w ard  S ta lin ’s regim e. Theodore 
Dan has resigned as cha irm an 
and le ft  his post as one o f the 
tw o  ed ito rs o f S ots ia lis tichesk i 
V es tn ik  (S oc ia lis t C ou rie r), the 
M enshevik o rgan  published in  
Paris. Y ugov .has designed as 
secre tary. A b ram ov ich  is now 
prov is iona l cha irm an and sole ed­
ito r , B. D v inov the new secretary.

A b ram ov ich  and his friends  are 
"p rinc ip le d  de fea tis ts " in  re la tio n  
to  S ta lin  and the Soviet Union. 
They refuse to  d raw  any d is tin c ­
tion  w hateve r between th e ir  “ de­
fe a tis t”  po licy  tow a rd  H it le r  and 
th e ir  po licy  tow a rd  S ta lin . Dan, 
on the o ther hand, seeks to  es­
tab lish  "su b tle ”  d is tin c tio n s  be­
tween h is a tt itu d e  tow a rd  H it le r  
as “ aga inst S ta lin  a*.d the Soviet 
U n ion ."

Dan and A bram ovich , who re ­
m ained defensists under the Czar 
and under K erensky, have fin a lly  
become “ de fea tis ts .”  A bram ovich  
w ants  to  go the whole hog. Dan 
a p pa ren tly  has reservations. As 
we sha ll presen tly  see, D an’s res­
erva tions do no t a t a ll flow  fro m  
any deep desire on h is p a r t  to  de­
fend the rem a in ing  conquests o f 
the O ctober revo lu tion , b u t ra th ­
e r fro m  his hopes th a t a possi­
b i l i t y  s t i l l  rem ains o f b r in g in g  
the Soviet U n ion  back in to  the 
o rb it  o f the  dem ocra tic im p e ria l­
ists. A b ram ov ich  th in k s  the  on ly  
w ay to  a tta in  th is  is by “ uncon­
d itio n a l de featism .”  Dan believes 
the m ore re a lis tic  po licy  to  be 
th a t o f “ cond itiona l de featism .”

F o rm a lly  speaking, in  recent 
years, the M ensheviks have rec­
ognized in  Russia “ elements o f 
socia lism ." In s o fa r as S ta lin  
m arched shoulder to  shoulder 
w ith  “ dem ocracy," they were “ de­
fensis ts .’’ In  o th e r words, they 

jw e re . "defensis ts”  yeste rday fo r  
the self-sam e reason th a t they 
are “ de fea tis ts ”  today.
T H E Y  C H A N G E D  T H E IR  
S T A N D  A F T E R  H IT L E R -  
S T A L IN  P A C T

W hen S ta lin  signed his pact 
w ith  H it le r  on A u g u s t 30, 1939, 
Dan and A b ra m ov ich  concluded 
i t  was necessary to  reevaluate 
th e ir  a tt itu d e  to w a rd  S ta lin  whom  
they  have a lw ays iden tified  w ith  
the Soviet Union. There were no 
disputes am ong them  as to  w h a t 
was involved in  th is  réévaluation. 
As A b ram ov ich  w r ite s : There 
was com plete ha rm ony in  ap­
p ra is in g  S ta lin ’s ru le  as the “ ru le  
o f a n a tio n a lis t- im p e ria lis t clique, 
w h ich  has com ple te ly  broken 
w ith  the p ro le ta r ia t and w ith  so­
c ia lism  and has degraded its e lf  
to the level o f H it le r ite  N azism .”

“ A ll o f us,”  com pla ins A b ra m ­
ovich, “ have unan im ously recog­
nized th a t his (S ta lin 's ) reg im e 
has com ple te ly  broken w ith  revo­
lu tio n  and socia lism ; th a t his re­
gim e is the grea test enemy o f the 
w o rk in g  class and has become 
trans fo rm ed  in to  the ru le  o f a na­
tiona l - im p e ria lis t B on ap artis t 
clique, on the same plane as H i t ­
le rism , w ith  its  fa te  tied  ir re v o ­
cab ly to  H itle r is m .”  (Sots. Vest- 
n ik , M arch  5.)

U n a n im ity  was preserved when 
the second w o rld  w a r a c tu a lly  
broke out. Dan and A bram ovich  
lined up so lid ly  on the side o f the 
"democracies," where the y  s t i l l  

rem ain despite th e ir  differences. 
A nd  the invasion o f F in land  
found bo th  o f them  unconditiona l 
supporters o f M annerheim ’s "de­
m ocracy”  and "independence.” 
A bram ov ich  rem inds Dan th a t 
Dan h im se lf ’w an ts  w ith  a ll his 
heart a  debacle and a defeat fo r  
S ta lin  in  his b ru ta l assault on 
F in lan d ."

D IF F E R  ON F O R M U L A  
FO R  D E F E A T IS M

W hy, then, have these good 
friends s p lit?  A nd a f te r  a ll these 
years! They have a p rinc ip led  d if ­
ference. A t  least Dan c la im s i t  
is. A bram ovich , on the con tra ry , 
brands as a r t if ic ia l D an ’s “ a t­
tem p t to  con s tru c t some so rt of 
difference between ‘p rinc ip led  de­
fea tism ’ w h ich  he (D an) advo­
cates tow ards H it le r ,  and some 
o the r k in d  o f defeatism , appar­
e n tly  ’ta c t ic a l’ de featism  . . .  in  
re la tio n  no t on ly  to  the Soviet 
Un ion as a co u n try  b u t even to ­
wards the S ta lin is t reg im e ( ! )  
w h ich  oppresses the co u n try ."  
(The iro n ic  exc lam ation  is A b ra ­
m ovich ’s.) A bram ovich , i t  ap­
pears, holds th a t the re  is on ly  
one k in d  o f defeatism . D an a r ­
gues there are various kinds. A b ­
ram ovich  is ready to  concede to  
Dan th a t there is a “ d iffe rence" 
between G erm any and the Soviet

U n ion as such, i.e., as countries, 
but th a t th is  difference has no 
bearing on the question o f de feat­
ism.

A b ra m o v ich ’s a rgum en t in  
sum m ary fo rm  is as fo llow s :

(1) I f  w a r is the con tinua tion  
o f po litics  by  o th e r means, then 
“ to ta lita r ia n  w a r is the con tinua ­
tion  o f to ta lita r ia n  p o lit ic s " ;

(2 ) A  p re lim in a ry  cond ition  
fo r  the v io le n t o ve rth ro w  o f a 
to ta lita r ia n  reg im e is m il ita ry  de­
fe a t; therefore,

(3) "W e m ust s tr iv e  fo r  the 
m ost com plete a jjd  ru th less m il i­
ta ry  de feat o f the S ta lin is t r e ­
g im e.”

“ F rom  th is  i t  does not, o f 
course, fo llo w  a t a ll,”  continues 
A bram ovich , “ th a t we w a n t the 
a t o m i z a  tion , d ism em berm ent, 
b a nk ru p tcy  o r enslavem ent o f ou r 
c o u n try  o r any o f its  va rious sec­
tions. On the c o n tra ry , we w il l  
f ig h t  m ig h t and m a in  aga ins t 
th is .”

Lest some innocent reader 
fa in t w ith  su rp rise  a t A b ra m ov­
ich ’s conversion to violence and 
lest he conclude th a t the re in  lies 
the c rux  o f the differences be­
tween A b ram ov ich  and Dan, we 
hasten to  add th a t Dan, too, sup­
po rts  the thesis o f “ v io len t ove r­
th ro w " ( to ta li ta r ia n  regim es can­
no t be ove rth row n  in  peace-tim e 
o r peacefu lly, the y  bo th  agree). 
T H E Y  B O T H  W A N T  
A  "P A L A C E  R E V O L U T IO N ”

F urthe rm ore , th is  “ re vo lu tio n ”  
so a rd e n tly  supported now  by 
M ensheviks is  a “ palace revo lu ­
tion .”  Or, as A b ram ov ich  so a p t­
ly  pu ts i t :  “ . . . O f a ll the fo rm s 
o f v io len t o ve rth row  o f to ta l i ta r ­
ian d ic ta to rsh ip  the m ost proba­
ble appears to  be th a t w h ich  bears 
in our lite ra tu re  the h ig h ly -q u a l­
ified label o f ‘palace revo lu tion .’ ”

A nd A bram ov ich  swears th a t 
Dan h im se lf acknow ledges th a t 
"h is to ry , sad to  say, has appar­
e n tly  le f t  no o th e r w ay ou t save 
fo r  a 'pa la ce  revo lu tion .”  A  M en­
shevik sheds tears even when con­
fron te d  by “ h is to ry "  w ith  such 
a revo lu tion !

Dan, however, is a pessim ist. 
He w arns against any illusions. 
I t  w ou ld  on ly  mean th a t “ a«noth- 
er B o lshevik  clique w i l l  come to  
pow er.”  T h a t is w h y  a d iffe re n t 
“ de fea tis t”  approach is necessary. 
He does no t w a n t to  w a it  fo r  a 
m il ita ry  defeat b u t seeks ra th e r 
to  liqu ida te  S ta lin ’s reg im e “ by 
means o f inne r forces”  and 
m ake the “ re vo lu tio n ”  a lever fo r  
the defeat o f S ta lin ’s “ c r im in a l 
w a r policies.”

Despite his tears, A b ram ov ich  
is ve ry  o p tim is tic . He lis ts  v a r i­
ous “ palace candidates”  to  re ­
place S ta lin , and concludes th a t 
a ll o f them  (in c lu d in g  V orosh ilov) 
w ou ld  be compelled to be very, 
ve ry  progressive. W hy?  Because 
a palace revo lu tion , even w ith  V o­
rosh ilov a t the head, he argues, 
m ust unavo idably c a ta p u lt Russia 
fro m  the present coa litio n  w ith  
H it le r  in to  an a lliance w ith  the 
A llies . A nd  w h a t could be m ore 
“ progressive”  than  th is  to  a M en­
shev ik? ,

Dan does no t contest the "p ro ­
gressive" cha rac te r o f  such a 
change. He s im p ly  refuses to  che­
rish  any illus ions th a t a V orosh i­
lov  w i l l  behave b e tte r th a n  a  S ta l­
in . A f te r  a ll, they  are bo th  “ B o l­
shev iks"— in  D an ’s eyes.
A  S A M P L E  O F 
T H E IR  P O LE M IC

P. Garvey, a "p rinc ip le d  de feat­
is t ”  argues as fo llow s  aga inst 
D an ’s pos ition :

"W h a t we need is c la r ity !  The 
in s tru m en t o f the M a rx is t m e th ­
od m ust serve us bu t so as no t 
v a in ly  to obscure con trovers ia l is ­
sues; so as no t to cover up sem i­
assertions, im m ed ia te ly  accompa­
nied by qua lifica tions ; so as no t 
to  lin g e r and tem porize, w h ich  
on ly paralyzes action  . . . O ur 
tim es demand fo r th r ig h t  answers 
to  the accursed questions. I t  is  
im perm iss ib le  under the c loak 
o f ‘d ia lec tics ’ to cover up lapses 
and irreconc ilab le  con trad ic tions  
in  one’s own position  . . .  I t  is im ­
perm issib le to  see in  Soviet Rus­
sia a to ta lita r ia n  s ta te  . . . and 
a t the same tim e  to  seek in  th is  
social o rder o f s ta te  s lavery  ‘e l­
ements o f S ocia lism ’ w h ich  m ust 
be ‘susta ined’ u n t il the  w o rld  so­
c ia l revo lu tion . I t  is  im perm iss ib le  
to  w a n t the de feat o f the Soviet 
Un ion in  the w a r aga inst F in ­
land— and a t the same tim e, w ith  
g la r in g  inconsistency, to  in s is t on 
a subtle  d is tinc tio n  between the 
tw o  aggressors . . . advoca ting  
tow ards one o f them , the T h ird  
Reich, p rinc ip led  defeatism , and 
tow ards the other, the Soviet U n ­
ion, a restric ted , te m p o ra ry  and 
cond itiona l de fea tism ."

W h a t s ty le ! W h a t th o u g h t!
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Roosevelt’s W ar Plans
The whole policy of the Roosevelt government 

since the outbreak o f war in Europe has made 
this country a virtual “ non-combatant belliger­
ent”  on the side of the Allies. Roosevelt has pub­
licly declared a policy o f backing the Allies to 
the h ilt and although his favorite phrase is 
“ measures short o f war”  there is no doubt what­
ever that he would and w ill plunge this country 
into war when the time is ripe.

That is why Nazi publication of Polish official 
documents, quoting W illiam  ( . Bullitt, U.S. am­
bassador to Paris as saying that this country 
would get into the war later on, created only a 
minor sensation.

In Washington the documents were promptly 
denounced as “ forgeries.”  This would be a na- 
tura1 accusation, since all the big boss govern­
ments have in their time used proved forgeries 
to serve political ends. Correspondents in Berlin 
who viewed the documents, however, w’ere, in 
the words o f the New York 7 titles dispatch, in­
clined to accept them as genuine.”

The documents consisted mainly of reports by- 
Polish envoys abroad on conversations with 
American diplomats. Count Potocki, Polish am­
bassador in Washington, reporting a talk he had 
with B u llitt in 1938, quoted him as saying: “ I f  
war were to break out, we certainly would not 
participate in the beginning but we will in the 
finish.”  Joseph Kennedy, ambassador at London, 
was credited with taking part in securing the 
British guarantee to Poland. Roosevelt himself 
was quoted indirectly as urging the Western 
powers to abandon the Munich policy of com­
promise with H itler.

Obviously it needed no documents issued at 
Berlin, forged or otherwise, to establish these 
well-known facts. As the Herald-Tribune re­
marked on March 31: “ The remarks in the Ger­
man W hite Paper could be forgeries from be­
ginning to end and still reflect his (Roosevelt s) 
true sentiments accurately.”  The Tribune lias- 
tended to say that it agreed with Roosevelt’s 
“ objectives”  in foreign policy but deplored his 
“ methods.”

The Republican and isolationist opposition to 
Roosevelt has kept hands off the Nazi “ White 
Paper”  because it sees no political capital to be 
gained from quoting Nazi-sponsored documents 
against Roosevelt. And the Republicans, on then- 
part, are no less pro-A lly in the war than Roose­
velt. and the W ar Deal would like nothing better 
than a chance to tar its domestic opponents with 
the Nazi brush.

But the essential fact needs no Nazi docu­
ments, authentic or false, to serve as proof. The 
Washington administration is trying to commit 
the country to a virtual belligerent position in the 
war. Under the screen o f promises to keep us 
out Roosevelt is planning to drag us in.

The G M  Elections
The Socialist Workers Party is wholehearted-, 

ly in favor o f the CTO in the N LR B  elections in 
the General Motors plants on April 17. The CIO 
is the only progressive force in the industry, the 
genuine representative o f the workers in G.M. 
and in the auto industry generally. The “ union”  
o f W illiam  Green and Homer M artin in auto has 
no real existence outside the swank hotel rooms 
of the A F L  organizers. I t  is a power only for 
disruption and for d irty deals with the motor 
barons. A  vote for the CIO  is a vote for an auto 
workers union and against the anti-labor cor­

poration.
The union must win in order to exist, and in 

winning the election as sole bargaining repre­
sentative it w ill be in a much stronger position to 
make the corporation live up to its agreements.

Yet the biggest problem w ill not be solved by 
the election— it w ill only be brought into the 
foreground. Immediately after the voting nego 
tiations w ill begin for a new agreement. In  these 
negotiations the union must come face to face 
w ith the most .vital issues, just as it confronted 
them in Briggs, Chrysler and other auto corpor­
ations in the past period.

In  both Briggs and Chrysler, the U A W -C IO  
carried the N LR B  vote by sweeping majorities 
S till these powerful locals were compelled by the 
obstinate attitude of the corporations to strike
__in Briggs even before the N LR B  election
in order to obtain an agreement which in any 
way satisfied the needs o f the workers. The 
strikes were m ilitantly conducted by the Briggs 
and Chrysler workers and ended in agree­
ments that seemed to bring “ victories”  to the 
union men. The “ victories”  were not durable or 
basic. The union had not struck fo r demands 
that would relieve unemployment and insecurity. 
As a result the Briggs local is today lost in a 
hopeless maze of seniority problems and the 
Chrysler workers are questioning the advisability

of the long tie-up
The strikes were necessary and justified. The 

mistake lay in the failure to cope with the main 
problems o f unemployment, insecurity and the 
low annual wage. U n til an attempt is made to 
grapple with these problems, the U A W  motor 
w ill operate only on one cylinder. Yet no one 
need look into a crystal bowl for the answer. He 
has merely to read the proceedings of the last 
U A W  convention one year ago in Cleveland.

A t that convention, the delegates unanimously 
went on record favoring the 30. hour week at 40 
hours pay. That demand is the only logical anc 
practical answer to the problems of the auto 
workers, especially the auto workers in Genera 
Motors. By cutting down the hours, thousands 
of auto workers w ill be re-employed, the most 
difficult seniority knots untangled, greater secur­
ity for those employed w ill be obtained and the 
danger o f degeneration of the unemployed into a 
scab army w ill be reduced to a minimum.

By the solemn decision of the convention, the 
delegates of hundreds of thousands of auto 
workers instructed their leaders to act in favor of 
the 30 hour week at 40 hours pay. But the leader­
ship did not act for the 30 hour week, it did not 
mobilize the union to fight for the 30 hour week, 
it did not demand the 30 hour week from the 
corporations. It  did not carry out the mandate of 
the convention.

Now the leadership of the U A W  w ill soon 
have its opportunity again to meet in a room with 
the management of General Motors. It  w ill be 
faced in that room with a choice that may make 
even strong hearts waver. Yet it must make the 
decision, there is no escape.

E IT H E R : Reuther, Thomas and the others 
w ill accept any kind o f agreement .they can get 
from the corporation, provided o f course it

In the World of Labor
By Paul G . Stevens

makes certain concessions in bargaining rights 
and working conditions. And then they w ill at­
tempt to force it on the G.M. workers on the 
grounds “ it was the best they could get under 
conditions where “ the union is weak.”  Following 
which they w ill come to the U A W  convention on 
July 29 and demand to be re-elected to the E x­
ecutive Board because of this “ great victory.”  . .

O R : they w ill take the bull by the horns— de­
mand from General Motors that it grant the 30 
hour week at 40 hours pay and proceed to mo­
bilize the union for the eventuality that the cor­
poration refuses to come across.

The choice Reuther and Thomas make will de­
termine whether they are union leaders or just 
office holders. But whatever they do, the last 
word belongs to the rank and file in the G.M. 
and the other local unions.

Heavy Sentences for the 
Revolutionary Anti-W ar Fighters

We have ju s t received the January  num ber of 
L ’E tince lle , the illega l organ of our F o u rth  In te r ­
n a tion a lis t comrades in  France. The re g u la r ity  
w ith  w h ich  th is  l i t t le  sheet is appearing, under 
the m ost ha rro w in g  conditions o f governm ent 
persecution, is t ru ly  am azing.

Thus, L ’E tince lle  reports, the en tire  press, from  
the paper o f the pac ifis t Paul Faure  to  th a t o f 
the fasc is t Colonel L a  Rocque, has been ca llin g  
fo r  a ''c lean-up”  cam paign. The rad io  blares its  
th rea ts  aga inst our comrades da ily . Recently, the 
renegade soc ia lis t L. O. F rossard— now a m in is te r 
in  the Reynaud cab inet— made a speech in  p a r­
liam en t, ca llin g  fo r  m ore d ras tic  governm ent ac­
tio n  aga inst the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l.

Last week we reported the a rre s t o f a new 
group o f s ixteen F rench T ro tsky is ts . N ow  we 
lea rn  fro m  our F rench paper th a t tw o  comrades 
prev ious ly  arrested, the you th  leaders Bourdois 
and C huvin o f M arseilles, have been sentenced to  
tw o  years each. Comrade Lucien W eitz , the  na­
tion a l secre ta ry o f the W orkers  and Peasants 
S ocia lis t Y ou th  League (JSOP1— who had been 
arrested before the ou tb reak o f the w a r itse lf 
— has had an add itiona l sentence o f fo u r years 
hung on him .

Recently the leaders o f even the "m odera te”  
W orke rs  and Peasants Socia list P a r ty  (P S O P )—  
w h ich  had "pu rged ”  its e lf  sh o rtly  before o f the 
revo lu tiona ry  M in o r ity  (in c lud in g  Lucien W eitz , 
Danie l G uerin and the T ro ts k y is ts — have been 
seized by the governm ent.

Revolutionists Break with P.S.O.P.; 
Join Forces with 4th International

The a rre s t o f the PSOP leaders is, in  a sense, 
iron ica l. F o r the la tte r, a com bination  o f free 
masons and pacifists, refused to  prepare fo r  il le ­
ga l w o rk  and insisted on c a rry in g  on as i f  the 
w a r had no t broken ou t and as i f  no d ic ta to r ia l 
regim e had been insta lled. In  fac t, they had voted 
to expel the revo lu tiona ry  M in o r ity  because the 
M in o r ity , dem anding th a t the p a r ty  c a rry  ou t in 
action  its  reso lu tion  fo r  revo lu tiona ry  s trugg le  
aga inst w a r (re vo lu tio n a ry  de fea tism ), adopted 
a t the la s t convention o f the PSOP, had pointed 
ou t th a t such action  was possible on ly  by illeg a l 
means and had proceeded in  the loca lities  where 
i t  was in  con tro l to  ac t accord ing ly . Even the 
expulsion o f the re vo lu tio n a ry  de featis ts  and a ll 
the “ le ga lism " o f the free mason leaders o f the 
PSOP could no t save them  fro m  D a lad ie r's  axe.

The revo lu tio n a ry  PSOP M in o r ity , under the: 
leadership o f Danie l G uerin —  best know n in 
A m erica  fo r  his b r i l l ia n t  w o rk , "Fascism  and 
B ig  Business” — and Lucien W eitz , as w e ll as the 
T ro ts k y is t comrades who entered th a t p a r ty  a 
year ago, have now jo ined in  a body w ith  the 
Oomntittieea \o f the  F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l f o r  
jo in t  w o rk  and fo r  the bu ild ing  o f a un ited  p a r ty  
on the p ro g ra m  o f the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l.

A m ong the item s carried  by L ’E tin ce lle  is a 
b r ie f a rtic le  on the w a r in  F in land, fro m  w h ich  
the fo llo w in g  are p e rtin e n t excerpts:

"The s itu a tio n  is c lear: once aga in  the leaders 
o f the USSR have shown th e ir  d isregard  fo r  the 
people and fo r  th e ir  libe ra tion . F o r years they 
have practiced the po litics  suited to  the im p e ri­
a lis t demdcracies. N ow  they are fo llo w in g  a po li­
cy w h ich  aids the Fasc is t countries. T h a t shows 
th a t they are themselves becom ing m ore and 
m ore a  sm all m in o r ity  c u t o ff fro m  the w o rk in g  
masses.

"T he  cou n try  w h ich  they are thus lead ing to ­
wards defeat o r tow ards increased enslavem ent 
neverthclesss rem ains the c o u n try  where the 
p ro le ta r ia t has chased o u t its  ca p ita lis t oppress­
ors: as such i t  rem ains the b u tt  o f a ll the hate 
and greed o f the im peria lis ts . The Red A rm y , sup­
ported by  an as y e t too feeble in du s try , does 
no t suffice fo r  its  defense. O n ly a pow erfu l and 
free a n ti-c a p ita lis t m ovem ent in  the o ther coun­
tr ie s  can save it .  Once the people o f the  USSR 
are freed o f the menace o f im p e ria lis t a ttack , 
they w il l  be able to  chase o u t th e ir  treacherous 
leaders and in s ta ll th e ir  own d ic ta to rsh ip  and, 
upon a rev ita lize d  technica l base, they w i l l  be

able to  in troduce rea l socialism , the socialism  of 
lib e r ty .”

A Resolution of the Belgian 
Revolutionary Socialist Party

W e have ju s t received a reso lu tion  on the same 
sub ject fro m  the R evo lu tiona ry  Socia lis t P a r ty  
(P S R ), the Belg ian section o f the F o u rth  In te r ­
na tiona l. E xcerp ts  fo llo w :

“ The a im  o f the cam paign launched by in te r ­
na tiona l finance cap ita l around S ta lin 's  aggres­
sion in  F in land  is c lear: to  rea lize an im p e ria lis t 
un ited  f ro n t  aga inst the USSR and to a tte m p t 
thus to save the c a p ita lis t reg im e underm ined by 
its  own con trad itions. . . .

"T he  rea l c rim e o f S ta lin . W e are not among 
those who approve S ta lin ’s ac tion  in  F in land. 
F rom  the f irs t  day we have said th a t th is  aggres­
sion is a crim e. B u t w here in  does S ta lin 's  crim e 
lie?  Is i t  in  the em p loym ent o f m il ita ry  force, 
in the v io la tio n  o f fro n tie rs ?  No. These are the 
c r ite r ia  upon w h ich  the social dem ocrats, the 
anarch is ts  and the p e tty  bourgeois base th e ir  
condem nation o f S ta lin . . . . W h a t gives the ag­
gression o f S ta lin  its  reac tionary  and c rim in a l 
cha rac te r is the fa c t th a t i t  has been launched 
w ith o u t the least regard  fo r  the sentim ents of 
the F inn ish  w o rke rs  and o f the w o rld  p ro le ta ria t. 
. . .  B y his high-handed m anner, his cynicism , 
his contem pt fo r  the conscience o f the w orkers, 
S ta lin  is w eakening the USSR and the p ro le ta rian  
cause, th ro w in g  the masses o f w o rkers  in to  con­
fusion. In  do ing so, he plays in to  the hands o f the 
bourgeoisie. . . .

“ P recise ly by the example o f B e lg ium  we see 
however, w ith  w h a t fa c i l i ty  fo rm a l n e u tra lity  
gives w a y  to  a system  o f im p e ria lis t pacts and 
how a w a r 'fo r  na tiona l defense’ is  tu rned  in ­
ev ita b ly  in to  a peace w ith  annexations (the  an­
nexation o f Eupen and M alm edy as w e ll as o f 
the fo rm e r G erm an colonies) . . . T h a t does no t 
mean th a t we approve o f the annexation o f F in ­
land by S ta lin . On the con tra ry , we are opposed 
to  it .  We are fo r  the independence o f F in land, bu t 
o f a Soviet F in land. To be fo r  the independence 
o f bourgeois F in land  a t the same tim e  as one is 
fo r  the revo lu tion  in  F in lan d— th a t is a con tra ­
d ic to ry  position. The v ic to ry  o f the bourgeois 
F inn ish  a rm y  w ould  in e v ita b ly  s ig n ify  the s tren ­
g then ing  o f the  c a p ita lis t reg im e in  F in land  
and the d ic ta to rsh ip  o f M annerheim .

The ideal th in g  fo r  the F inn ish  w o rke rs  to  do 
would be to  ge t r id  o f the  F in n ish  bourgeoisie 
and a t the sam etim e to  escape S ta lin is t anenxa- 
tio n  and the bu reaucra tic  oppression w h ich  w i l l  
resu lt fro m  it .  B u t since th is  a im  is ha rd ly  rea l­
izable by v ir tu e  o f the un favorab le  re la tionsh ip  of 
forces, they m ust choose the lesser of tw o  evils: 
the v ic to ry  o f the Red A rm y . I t  goes w ith o u t 
saying th a t th e y  m ust u tiliz e  th is  v ic to ry  p ro fit ­
ab ly  by pushing fo rw a rd  the e xp rop ria tio n  o f the 
F inn ish  land lords and cap ita lis ts , by g e ttin g  close 
con tact w ith  the Soviet w o rke rs  in  o rder to  a lly  
themselves w ith  them  aga inst the S ta lin is t bu­
reaucracy. . . .

"The fu tu re  o f hu m an ity  lies in  the w o rld  o r ­
gan iza tion  o f p roduction  on the basis o f socia l­
ized p ro pe rty  and p lanning. In  spite o f S ta lin , 
th is  acqu is ition  o f the O ctober revo lu tion  s t i l l  
exists in  the USSR and i t  is the absolute d u ty  
o f the Soviet w o rke rs  as w e ll as o f the w o rke rs  
in  the en tire  w o rld  to  defend i t . ... The ove rth row  
o f S ta lin  and h is clique undoubted ly rem ains an 
im perious necessity fo r  the Russian revo lu tion is ts , 
m ore im perious s t i l l  because o f th is  w a r w h ich  
places the USSR in  an ex trem e ly  dangerous po­
sition . B u t the Soviet revo lu tion is ts  can c a rry  
ou t th a t task  on ly  by p ro v in g  themselves the 
best defenders o f the USSR. A  de fea tis t o r ju s t 
an in d iffe re n t a tt itu d e  on th e ir  p a r t can on ly  re ­
in fo rce  the p o lit ic a l positions o f the bureau­
cracy. . . .

A lm o st w ith o u t in te rn a tio n a l con tact and w o rk ­
in g  under the trem endous handicap of il le g a lity  
and censorship, our B e lg ian and F rench comrades 
have reacted to  the com plica ted events o f the un ­
fo ld in g  w a r w ith  the same clear revo lu tiona ry  
a tt itu d e  as ou r sections overseas. The M a rx is t 
program , i t  is evident, is an indispensable guide 
in  s to rm y  tim es and a guarantee fo r  coordinated 
re v o lu tio n a ry  action.

Japan's Puppet 
Wang Reflects 
Master's P ligh t

B y GEORGE S T E R N
A fte r  ne a rly  three years o f costly  and exhausting  

w a rfa re  and a dozen false s ta rts , the Japanese im ­
pe ria lis ts  have f in a lly  set up a puppet governm ent 
to  " ru le ”  the te r r ito ry  they have conquered in  China.

Shaded in  on a map, th is  te r r ito ry  appears to  com­
prise about one-quarte r o f C h ina— a ll the m ain in ­
d u s tria l centers, a ll the ra ilroads, v ir tu a lly  the en tire  
coastline, the p r in c ip a l fe r t ile  va lleys— w ith  a popula­
tion  estim ated a t about 185,000,000.

A c tu a lly , the re a lity  is much less im pressive. The 
power o f the puppet governm ent is m easured by the 
th in  line  o f Japanese guns and bayonets guard ing  
the long lines o f com m unica tion th a t th read the con­
quered te r r ito ry . W ith in  those lines th a t power has 
no t y e t been able to  assert its e lf  unchallenged. Be­
yond those lines the m ain Chinese arm ies, s t i l l  s trong  
and in ta c t, continue to  res is t the Japanese conquest.

The puppet governm ent emerges fro m  a s itu a tio n  
o f m il ita ry  stalem ate. The Japanese a rm y  command 
has, indeed, a lready announced th a t i t  in tends to  ad­
vance no fu rth e r. B u t even its  a ttem p ts  to broaden 
the foo tho ld  i t  won w ith  g re a t d iff ic u lty  around Can­
ton and N ann ing in  the S outhwest have proved f r u i t ­
less. A ga in  and again sizeable exped itionary  forces 
have been forced to re tu rn  ignom in ious ly  to  th e ir  
bases a t N ann ing, Swatow , and A m oy, a fte r  find ing  
the in te r io r  im penetrable.

A Japanese Admission of Defeat
W h a t the Japanese m ilita r is ts  re a lly  hope fo r  ou t 

o f the new N a n k in g  reg im e is a bridge to  peace w ith  
Chiang K ai-shek. They have abandoned a ll th e ir  loud­
ly -p roc la im ed in ten tions  to w ipe ou t every vestige 
o f the K uom in tang . Instead, the puppet governm ent 
is launched w ith  a ll the K uo m in ta ng  trapp ings. I t  
takes the same name as the K u o m in ta ng  governm ent, 
the same general fo rm , the same flag, the same t it le s  
and labels. W ang C hing-w ei, puppet-in -ch ie f, assumes 
the t it le  o f “ ac tin g  pres iden t," pending the “ re tu rn ”  
o f the offic ia l president, L in  Sen, fro m  C hungking.

T h is  am ounts to  a Japanese adm ission o f defeat. 
The Japanese now w a n t the cheapest and qu ickest 
w ay o u t o f the quagm ire. The European w a r is a l­
ready casting  its  shadow in to  the Pacific  and the 
Japanese rea lize th a t they have to  preserve th e ir  
m il ita ry  s treng th  fo r  the g re a te r tests th a t lie  
ahead. They ca n 't th ro w  th e ir  w e ig h t around in w a r­
tim e  d ip lo m a tic  and m ilita ry -p o lit ic a l maneuvers 
so long as they  rem ain bogged down in China.

T hrough  th e ir  puppet governm ent they hope, the re ­
fore, to  re-estab lish some k ind  o f “ peace”  in  China 
th rough  a deal w ith  Chiang K a i-shek o r some o f 
his K u o m in ta ng  associates a t C hungking. Secondly, 
they hope to  use i t  as a d ip lo m atic  lever in  th e ir  
re la tions w ith  France, B r ita in , and the U n ited  States, 
especia lly in the in tr ic a te  ba rga in ing  th a t is go ing 
on to determ ine Japan ’s precise position in  the w ar, 
its  position  tow a rd  G erm any, and its  position  tow ard  
the Soviet Union.

Wang Ching-wei's Record
M eanw hile, to  head th e ir  m iserable l i t t le  puppet 

governm ent, the Japanese im p e ria lis ts  have accepted 
the services o f the  onetim e lead ing “ le f t is t ”  o f the 
K uom in tang , W ang Ching-wei.

There is a r ic h  sub ject here fo r  the student o f po­
lit ic a l pe rsona lity . W ang is a m an who in  his tim e  has 
professed to  accept the m ost rad ica l o f p o lit ic a l p ro ­
gram s and who fo r  a period o f years was regarded as 
the ch ie f spokesman o f the rad ica l p e tty  bourgeoisie 
o f the coun try . He was swept a long on the crest o f 
the g re a t mass m ovem ent o f w o rke rs  and peasants 
w h ich  a lm ost succeeded in  b r in g in g  about the revo lu ­
tio n a ry  tra n s fo rm a tio n  o f China fifte en  years ago. 
In  1927 he became the “ m ost re liab le  a l ly "  o f Joseph 
S ta lin .

W hen C hiang Kai-shek, then another o f S ta lin ’s 
revo lu tiona ry  lum inaries, tu rned  on the mass move­
m ent and crushed it ,  W ang, a fte r  a b r ie f period o f 
c lin g in g  to lesser generals, f in a lly  craw led lik e  the 
p rove rb ia l w h ipped c u r in to  Chiang's camp. Side by 
side w ith  Chiang fro m  1932 to 1937— w ith  a few  b rie f 
in te rva ls  o f exile decreed by his m aster— W ang took 
p a rt in  the b ru ta l reg im e o f te rro r  and repression 
and bloodsucking w h ich  ru led as the K uo m in ta ng  gov­
e rnm ent a t N ank ing .

W hen C hiang and some o f the o ther generals fin a lly  
took up arm s to  res is t the Japanese invaders who 
threatened th e ir  own power, W ang deserted again 
and craw led th is  tim e  . . .  to  the Japanese, fo r  his 
fina l and c row n ing  ac t o f cap itu la tion .

As a p o lit ic a l force, W ang has long since been 
spent. He' lived o ff the cap ita l o f  h is 1927 rad ica lism  
u n t il his e n try  in  Ch iang K a i-she k ’s cam p los t h im  
the l i t t le  genuine prestige  he had le ft,  even among 
his p e tty  bourgeois associates. Even his new m asters, 
the Japanese, hold h im  in  suprem e contem pt. W hen 
and i f  they make th e ir  deal w ith  C hiang K ai-shek, 
W ang w i l l  com plete the fin a l cycle o f h is career by 
being kicked aw ay again. B y  th a t tim e  there w il l  be 
no causes le ft  fo r  h im  to  betray.

HO RR O R IT E M
Senator Vandenburg, (R ., M ich .,) says th a t “ a 

Republican v ic to ry  th is  fa l l  is inev itab le  unless P rov ­
idence has fo rsaken ou r cou n try .”

*  * *  •

S T A T E  O F  T H E  N A T IO N
T w ice convicted o f nonfeasance and misfeasance, 

pres ident D r. Charles S. M il le r  o f S lippery  Rock 
(Penn.) S tate Teachers College was sentenced to pay 
the costs o f the case by a judge who praised h im  
fo r  developing the college and tu rn in g  ou t am un­
defeated fo o tb a ll team.

« » *

Peggy M cEvoy, in  her colum n “ T h a t’s H o llyw ood,”  
reports  the fo llo w in g :

“ A  D U D E  R A N C H  FO R  DOGS
"T h is  in s titu t io n  offers the fo llo w in g  a llu rem ents 

to  ow ners o f pam pered canines. ' I f  yo u r dog is a 
husky fe llow , he’l l  en joy every m inu te  o f the sports—  
i f  h is v i ta l i t y  is low , see how q u ic k ly  he’l l  respond to  
the in v ig o ra tin g  m oun ta in  a ir  and o u r m arve lous 
food.’

Dog Lovers are also fin d in g  some food fo r  tho ugh t 
in th is  om inous query in  a T a ilw ag ge r ad: “ Does you r 
doggie have D.O. ? (D oggy O do r).”  They are w arned: 
"D .O . is a m onstrous setback to a dog’s pe rsona lity .”

*  *  *

B ro th e r John, p icturesque figu re  on Los Angeles’ 
sk id row , is taken  to  the police s ta tio n  a fte r  he was 
seen g iv in g  money to his companions. " I ’m  feeding 
the h u ng ry ,”  he said. " I ’m  tire d  of hav ing  money. I  
wanted those hu ng ry  men on M a in  S tree t to be fed .”  
N a tu ra lly  a ll r ig h t-m ind ed  people tho ugh t the man 
was nuts.
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FIGHT W ITH THE SOCIALIST 
WORKERS PARTY FOR:

1. A  Job and a decent liv in g  fo r every w orker.
2. Open the Idle fa c to r ie s — operate them  under

w orkers’ control.
S. A  Tw enty-BUllen dollar Federal public work»

and housing program .
4 T h irty -th irty — $30-weekly m inim um  w aK f—  

hour w eekly m axim um  for a ll w orkers on a ll Jobs.
5. T h irty  dollar w eekly old-age and disability  

pension.
6. E xpropriate the S ixty Fam ilies.
1. A ll w ar funds to the unemployed.
8. A people’s referendum  on any and a ll wars.
9. No secret diplom acy.

10. An Independent Labor P arty .
11. W orkers’ Defense Guards against vig ilan te and 

Fascist attacks.
1Z. F u ll social, po litical and economic equality for 

the Negro people.


