
We propose that tire regular 1940 session of the Congress of the United States shall enact emergency
legislation to put into immediate effect the fo llow ing: . . .

1. Appropriation of $10,000,000,000 to provide, at once, jobs on housing and other public works projects
for unemployed workers. .

2. Amendment of the Wages and Hours Act to provide throughout private industry and public works a 
maximum work week o f 30 hours and a minimum weekly pay o f 30 dollars.

3. 30 dollar weekly old age and disability pensions.
4. Appropriation of $3,000,000,000 to guarantee either maintenance at school or jobs for all youtn.
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NORWAY CRUSHED BETWEEN WARRING POWERS
Attacked by Both 
Allies and Germany

Return to Two-A-Week Appeal 
Voted by S. W. P. Convention

Trade Union Reports 
Open Way to Growth 
Of Mass Work

The decision taken by the 
Third  National Convention of 
the Socialist Workers Party—  
April 5-9 in New York City— 
to re-establish the Socialist 
Appeal as a twice-weekly sum­
med up the determination of 
the delegates to expand the 
base of the Fourth Interna­
tional in the American mass 
movement.

And the delegates did not 
stop with a formal decision, 
but proceeded to carry it out. 
A t the banquet to the delegates 
Sunday night, $4,130 was 
raised in cash and pledges pay­
able in sixty days, the time set 
for the reappearance o f the 
Socialist Appeal as a twice- 
weekly.

This enthusiastic response 
followed inevitably from the 
stirring trade union reports by 
Farrell Dobbs, the new Na 
tional Labor Secretary of the 
party, and union leaders in the 
field. I t  reflected the inspira­
tio n  w h ich  w orker-de legates g a in ­
ed fro m  descrip tions o f the un 
conquerable courage and m il ita n ­
cy o f the A m erican  w o rk in g  class 
in  s trugg les in m any sections and 
various industries.

To the  W orke rs !
F o rw a rd  in to  the  mass m ove­

m ent, m ore than  ever in to  the 
tia d e  unions as the m ost im p o rt­
a n t single fie ld  fo r  revo lu tiona ry  
a c tiv ity , was the de te rm ina tion  
o f the delegates. Comrade Dobbs 
s tirre d  them  w ith  m any exper­
iences in  g re a t la bo r strugg les, 
c losing w ith  an arousing ca ll to 
action, an appeal to  plunge in ­
creasing ly  in to  p ro le ta ria n  s tru g ­
gles aga inst the bosses and to 
advance the S.W.P. in  its  ro le o f 
vanguard  o f the w o rke rs ’ con­
quest o f power.

W o rke r delegates fro m  coast 
to coast fired  the convention w ith  
reports  o f s trugg les and accom­
p lishm ents in  un ions— in  steel, 
auto, m a ritim e , cannery, bu ild in g  
trades, and o ther industries. They 
am plified Comrade Dobbs’ general 
report, w ith  add itiona l v iv id  te s t­
im ony th a t the S.W.P. is a lready 
a w o rke rs ’ pa rty .

Decision to  add a second issue 
a week to  the Appeal was on ly  
the m a in  p o in t in  the broad p lan 
adopted to  expand the pa rty 's  
w ork . W ith  every w o rk e r ’s re p o rt 
th is  de te rm ina tion  grew.

A n  In s p ir in g  E xam ple
One o f the m ost in s p ir in g  re ­

p o rts— to  sing le  o u t one— was 
th a t by a young woman w o rke r 
fro m  the cannery un ion in  C a li­
fo rn ia . D escrib ing  the m iserable 
conditions o f the  m ig ra n t w o rk ­
ers who d iv ide  th e ir  p i t i fu l lives 
between a g r ic u ltu ra l and canning 
fa c to ry  w o rk , th is  g ir l  paid g low ­
in g  tr ib u te  to  the young S.W.P. 
w o rkers  w ho have helped to  bu ild  
some o f the la rge s t and m ost 
m il ita n t  un ion locals in  th is  in ­
dus try .

T h roughou t the convention, be­
tween sessions, the re  were • nu ­
m erous trade un ion m eetings fo r  
va rious industries. A t  each of 
these the w o rkers  discussed and 
ou tlined  detailed plans fo r  na­
tio n a lly - in te g ra te d  cam paigns in  
each in d u s try . These plans as­
sured th a t m ore than ever the 
w o rkers  in the  S oc ia lis t W orke rs  
P a r ty  w i l l  be the best trade  un­
ionists, the best figh te rs  fo r  and 
w ith  the w orkers  in  a ll th e ir  
strugg les.

N o E xcep tions To Rule
The trade  un ion p rogram  dea lt 

concrete ly w ith  every phase o f 
union w o rk  provided fo r  the fu l­
lest possible use o f a ll p a r t y  
members able to  serve, w hethe r 
they are trade  un ion m embers o r 

(Continued on Page 4)

FINK 'CASE' 
AGAINST MPLS. 
DRIVERS OPENS

The c losing sa lu te o f the  T h ird  N a tio n a l Convention o f the 
S ocia lis t W orke rs  P a rty , w h ich  m et in  New  Y o rk  C ity , A p r i l 
5-9.

SWP Reaffirms Policy 
O f Defense of USSR

Insists Upon Basic Distinction Between 
Soviet Union and Imperialists; Upholds 
Lenin's Ideas of Building the Party

The decisions of' the  S.W.P. convention to re-issue the  tw ice - 
w eekly S O C IA L IS T  A P P E A L  and to  em bark on an am b itious p ro­
gram  fo r  expanding the p a r ty ’s w o rk  in  the  mass m ovem ent— re­
ported in  de ta il in  another s to ry  in  th is  issue— could be made only 
because a  decisive m a jo r ity  o f the  convention had ra llie d  to  uphold 
the fundam enta l p rogram  o f the p a rty  and o f the  F o u rth  In te r ­
na tiona l. The vote was 55 to 34.

The a tta c k  o f the  m in o r ity  upon the program , an a tta c k  which 
reflected the  trem endous pressure o f l iv in g  under a governm ent and 

bourgeoisie w h ich  is a c tu a lly  5-

Lawyer Confines Self 
Strictly To Slander 
and Red-Baiting

a
p a rt o f the “ dem ocra tie” -im per- 
ia lis t w a rr in g  camp, revolved 
around tw o  issues:
1. The basic d is tin c tio n  between 

the Soviet U n ion and the  im ­
p e ria lis t powers. The m in o rity  
had abandoned th is  d is tinc tion , 
w h ich  is a keystone of the p ro ­
g ram  o f the F o u rth  In te rn a ­
tiona l, and unsuccessfu lly a t­
tem pted to  p u t the convention 
on record aga inst defense of 
the Soviet U nion. The m a jo r ity  
upheld ou r fundam enta l p ro ­
g ram  fo r  uncond itiona l defense 
o f the Soviet U n ion  as in  no 
w ay incom patib le  w ith  irrecon ­
c ilab le  s trugg le  fo r  the over­
th ro w  o f the S ta lin  bureauc­
racy.

2. B u ild in g  the  p a rty  on the  doc­
tr in e  o f “ dem ocra tic ce n tra l­
ism "— the o rgan iza tiona l p r in ­
cip les e laborated by Lenin and 
embodied in  the  Russian Bol-

shevik p a rty  before i t  was cor­
rupted and destroyed by the 
S ta lin is t bureaucracy. The con­
ven tion  m in o r ity  abandoned 
the Le n in is t concept o f demo­
c ra tic  cen tra lism , dem anding 
o f the convention the r ig h t  fo r  
the m in o r ity  to  publish its  own 
pub lic  press— w h ich  could on­
ly  mean dual ed ito ria l boards, 
dual adm in is tra tions , dual d is­
tr ib u tio n  methods, etc., and 
hence in  re a lity  tw o  dual o r­
ganizations.

D ifferences A re  Basic
The con troversy in  re a lity  em­

braced tw o  irreconcilab le  concep­
tions of the p a r ty  program , s tru c ­
tu re  and ac tiv itie s . E v e ry  reader 
is able to conclude th is  fo r  h jro ­
se Lf by s tud y ing  a ll the resolu­
tions w h ich  were before the con­
vention.

(Continued on Page 4)

S.W.P. ANSWERS RIVERA SLANDER
(S ta tem ent by James P. Cannon, N a tio n a l S ecre tary o f the 

Socia lis t W orke rs  P a r ty  o f the U n ite d  States.)
“ L a  Prensa”  of M exico C ity , A p r i l  5th, ca rried  an in te rv ie w  

w ith  D iego R ive ra  in  w h ich  he is quoted as saying th a t "T ro ts k y  
w il l  support S ta lin  in  h is a tt itu d e  aga ins t F in la n d  today a t the 
Congress o f the  F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l w h ich  is now be ing held in 
New  Y o rk , to  w h ich  T ro ts k y  has a lready sent, his representative, 
the  Spanish M exican M . G randizo.”

There is  no t one w o rd  o f t ru th  in  R ivera ’s sta tem ent. No Con­
gress o f the  F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l was held in  New  Y o rk  o r any 
o th e r place. The Convention o f the S oc ia lis t W orke rs  P a r ty  o f 
the U n ited  S tates was in  session fro m  F rid a y , A p r i l  5 th  to  M on­
day, A p r i l 8th. No representa tive  o f T ro ts k y  appeared a t  the  con­
ven tion  because T ro ts k y  did n o t send anyone to  represent him .

The Convention affirm ed the position  o f the F o u rth  In te rn a ­
tio n a l in  defending the  S oviet U n ion  aga inst im p e ria lis t a tta c k  
and in  condem ning the  cou n te r-re vo lu tion a ry  polic ies o f S ta lin , 
am ongst them  the invasion o f F in land .

The assertion th a t  T ro ts k y  supports  S ta lin  in  h is a tta ck  
aga inst F in lan d  is  u t te r ly  false, as can be seen by a cursory read­
in g  o f T ro ts k y ’s a rtic les  and sta tem ents w ith in  the  la s t fo u r 
m onths. E q u a lly  false and fa n ta s tic  is  the  idea presented in  the 
“ L a  Prensa”  in te rv ie w  th a t the  T h ird  and F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a ls  
are com ing closer together.

W e have no doub t w hateve r o f the presence o f G PU agents in  
M exico. F re q u e n tly  have we warned the  M exican and A m erican  
people o f th a t  fa c t. B u t  these agents are the re  to  assassinate 
T ro tsky . I f  the  falsehoods a ttr ib u te d  to  R ive ra  were ac tu a lly  
u tte re d  by h im , then we can say th a t  he has p e rm itte d  h is per­
sonal an im o s ity  to  T ro ts k y  to  lead h im  fa r  as tray . Such fa lse ­
hoods can on ly  m ake i t  easier fo r  the  agents o f S ta lin ’s G PU to 
achieve th e ir  purpose o f g e ttin g  r id  o f the  g rea test liv in g  revo lu ­
t io n is t  devoted to  the  cause o f em ancipa ting  m ank ind  fro m  the 
s lavery  o f c a p ita lis t im peria lism .

M IN N E A P O L IS , A p r i l 2— The 
fin k  s u it aga inst the General 
D rive rs  U n ion, Local 544, again 
go t under w ay before Judge Paul 
C a rro ll, a f te r  a  seven-weeks’ per­
iod d u rin g  w h ich  a tto rn eys  and 
accountants fo r  the fin k s  have 
been exam in ing  the books and 
records o f the union.

Am ong the broadside charges 
fro m  the a tto rn e y  fo r  the finks  
were the fo llo w in g : th a t the un­
ion spent "enorm ous am ounts”  
on a irp lane  rides and sw anky ho­
te ls ; th a t the un ion had pa id to 
union members s ick  and death 
benefits w ith o u t a u th o r ity ; th a t 
the union expended thousands o f 
do lla rs fo r  s tr ik e  benefits; th a t 
the unemployed Federal W orke rs  
Section was organized " i lle g a lly ” ; 
th a t the un ion had encouraged 
threa ts, force and violence aga in­
s t em ployers to  a tta in  its  ends; 
th a t the un ion had made dona­
tions to o th e r s tr ik in g  unions.

The fin ks ’ a tto rn e y  made m uch 
o f a charge th a t the w eek ly  pa­
per o f the Team sters J o in t Coun­
cil, the N o rthw est O rgan izer, had 
shown “ a general a tt itu d e  o f con­
tem p t fo r  the cou rts  and the ju ­
d ic ia ry ,”  and th a t " th e  defendants 
have by a ll means in  th e ir  power 
sought to  fo s te r am ong th e ir  
members an a ttitu d e  o f contem pt 
fo r, and disrespect o f the courts, 
and to  im bue them  w ith  the idea 

i th a t jus tice  can n o t be obtained 
in the cou rts .”

Anderson repeatedly re ferred to  
a rtic les  in  the Northwest. O rgan­
ize r and in  the S oc ia lis t Appeal.

The fin ks ’ la w y e r was p a rtic u ­
la r ly  venomous aga inst Local 
544’s U n ion Defense Guard, com ­
p la in in g  th a t the un ion m a in ta ins  
a - “ s tand ing  a rm y ”  o f 300 men 
w h ich  holds m il ita ry  d r i l l  three 
tim es a week, and th a t stands 
ready to defend the un ion ha ll, 
union leaders and members, and 
union p icke t lines aga inst a ttacks  
fro m  fasc is ts  and v ig ilan tes.

W hen Anderson read fro m  
the N O R T H W E S T  O R G A N IZ ­
E R  a headline th a t  "Defense 
Guard Is  A nsw er to  Fasc is t 
Thugs,”  John Goldie, un ion de­
fense a tto rn ey , jum ped to  his 
fee t and asked w h a t was w rong  
w ith  th a t. “ W H IL E  544’s E N E ­
M IE S  A R E  A R M E D , T H E S E  
U N IO N  M E M B E R S  A R E  N O T 
SUPPO SED TO DO A N Y ­
T H IN G ,”  Goldie said.

W ha t was obvious about A n ­
derson’s barrage o f charges was 
th a t he had a c tu a lly  discovered 
not one th in g  w ro ng  w ith  the un ­
ion ’s books and records, w h ich  
the finks  have howled about fo r  
over tw o  years.

To cover up his fa ilu re  to  find  
any financ ia l discrepancies in  
the  un ion’s m eticu lous book­
keeping system, Anderson could 
on ly c r it ic iz e  the  un ion fo r  th e  
ve ry  th in g s  fo r  w h ich  w o rkers  
a ll over the U n ited  S tates ad­
m ire  General D rive rs  U nion, 
Loca l 544— fo r  Its  m il ita n t  de­
fense o f its  m embers and o f un­
ion con tra c ts ; fo r  its  uncom ­
p rom is ing  a tt itu d e  to  the boss­
es and th e ir  cou rts  and th e ir  
press; fo r  a  w illingness to  help 
o th e r unions invo lved in  s tru g ­
gles w ith  the bosses; fo r  the  
w ay i t  cares fo r  its  s ick  m em ­
bers, and the  fam ilies  o f its  
dead; above a ll, fo r  its  g r im  de­
te rm in a tio n  to  defend the  un ­
ion aga ins t the fasc is ts  and the 
v ig ilan tes.

D u rin g  the f ir s t  days o f the 
tr ia l,  C a rl Skoglund, president o f 
General D rive rs  Local 544, was 
under exam ination  by Anderson. 
S kog lund ’s long record in  the la ­
bor movem ent, fro m  the tim e  he 
came to  th is  cou n try  fro m  Swed­
en in  1911 and jo ined the I.W .W ., 
was b rough t ou t by Anderson.

West Coast Crew Is 
Jailed in Port Said 
By Hull's Orders

The W est Coast crew  o f the 
A m erican  fre ig h te r E w a  is in  
prison in  P o rt Said, E gyp t, 
by orders o f Secre tary o f State 
H u ll, i t  was o ffic ia lly  reported 
M onday to  the Sailors Union 
o f the  Pacific.

The crew — members o f the
S.U.P., the M arine  F irem en 
and the M arine  Cooks &  S tew ­
ards— requested an advance on 
go ing ashore, and were refused 
by the captain . W hen a con­
tro ve rsy  resu lted and the sea­
men persisted in  th e ir  demand, 
the A m erican  consul was 
called in.

H  e com m unicated w i t h  
W ashington, and S ecre ta ry  o f 
S tate H u ll thereupon gave fu l l  
perm ission to  the B r it is h  
a u tho ritie s  a t P o rt Said to  
clap the crew  in  ja il,  w h ich  
was done.

The B r it is h  provided the 
Am erican ship w ith  an E ng lish  
crew w h ich  is now  sa ilin g  the 
ship to  Pensacola, F lo rida , 
where i t  is  scheduled to  a r ­
r ive  about M ay  1.
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LEWIS SKIRTS 
MAIN ISSUES IN 
MICHIGAN TALKS

Workers Cheer Every 
Mention of 30-Hour 
Week Slogan

C.P. POLICY 
BLOCKS RALLY 
AGAINST WAR

Toledo Unionists 
Fear Stalinist 
"Anti-War" Fakery

TO LE D O , Ohio, A p r i l 7— There 
was no A p r i l 6 a n ti-w a r ra lly  of 
labor here yesterday, and the 
reason w hy should be im p o rta n t 
to  a ll tra d e  un ion is ts  who w ant 
to ra l ly  labo r’s ranks  against. 
Roosevelt’s w a r plans.

Several weeks ago the  Toledo 
In d u s tr ia l Un ion Council, C IO  
cen tra l body, went, on record fo r  
the ho ld ing o f an a n ti-w a r ra lly
on A p r i l 6. The S ta lin is ts  had 
made the m otion, as p a r t  o f th e ir  
la tes t line, b u t in  spite o f kno w ­
in g  th a t, m any genuine progres­
sives in  the cen tra l body voted 
fo r  the ra l ly  because they do 
w a n t labo r expression o f opposi­
tion  to  w ar.

P lans fo r  the m eeting  w ent 
fo rw a rd . Speakers were arranged 
fo r. A  ha ll was secured.

B u t m eanw hile a s to rm  was 
brew ing, w h ich  b u rs t a t the las t 
m eeting o f the cen tra l body. So 
deep had become the d is tru s t Of 
the progressives tow a rd  the m o­
tives o f the S ta lin is ts , th a t the 
progressives jo ined the conserva­
tives in  re fe rr in g  the whole m a t­
te r  to  a m eeting o f a ll the offic ia ls 
o f CIO  unions in  the c ity .

One delegate p u t i t  b lu n tly :
" I  would be m ore lik e ly  to 

support th is  m eeting, i f  I  d idn ’t  
th in k  the  in it ia to rs  o f i t  would 
feel d iffe re n tly  i f  pub lic  op in­
ion in  th is  cou n try  favored 
G erm any.”

On A p r i l 3 the o ffic ia ls  o f the 
CIO  held the m eeting  to  w h ich  
the issue had been re ferred, and 
decided to  postpone the ra l ly  “ un­
t i l  the re  is some evidence th a t 
A m erica  is being led in to  w a r.”  

M any progressives voted fo r  
th is  fo rm u la tio n  o f the conserva­
tives a lthough  the y  themselves 
know  there is evidence o f the 
moves tow a rd  w ar. I f  they  are 
no t themselves w o rk in g  in  the 
m anufactu re  o f m un itions  in T o l­
edo, they  know  those w ho do. 
B u t the y  are u t te r ly  u n w illin g  to 
e n tru s t the leadership o f an a n ti­
w a r s trugg le  to  the S ta lin is ts , 
who are ta rre d  w ith  H it le r ’s 
brush.

T h is  and re la ted inc idents here 
show th a t there is a danger th a t 
the m il ita n t  a n ti-S ta lin is t p ro ­
gressives m ay come to feel th a t 
the  unions have no business in  the 
fig h t against w ar, th a t the unions 
should s tic k  to "p u re ly ”  trade un­
ion m atte rs . These progressives 
m ust be made to  rea lize th a t the 
fig h t against the w a r is in e x tr ic ­
ab ly  p a r t o f the f ig h t fo r  the ex­
tension o f the gains o f the unions.

D E T R O IT , A p r i l  8 —  T w en ty - 
five thousand m il ita n t  au to w o rk ­
ers poured ou t in  D e tro it  and 
F l in t  on A p r i l G and 7 th  to  hear 
an answer to  th e ir  pressing 
needs fro m  John L . Lew is and 
o th e r na tiona l leaders o f the CIO. 
B u t the y  go t no answer...............

The w orkers  dem onstra ted by 
th e ir  attendance a t the  C IO  ra l­
lies .th e ir  .en th us ia s tic  . lo y a lty  
to  the CIO. The leaders responded 
to  th is  lo y a lty  w ith  l ip  service 
to  the  f ig h t aga inst unem ploy­
m en t and w ar, bu t fa iled  to  o ffer 
a p rog ram  o f ac tion  fo r  a so­
lu tio n

E ve ry  tim e  the 30 hour week 
a t 40 hours pay slogan was men­
tioned the  tens o f thousands o f 
w o rkers  cheered and stamped 
th e ir  feet. A t  every dem onstra­
tio n  o f the w orkers ' enthusiasm  
fo r  the slogan, w h ich  is the on ly  
answer fo r  jobs and secu rity  in 
the au tom otive  in du s try , Lew is 
R euther and the o the r C IO  o ra ­
to rs  were qu ick  to  th ro w  on the 
dampers, saying th a t th is  was 
“ o n ly  an a im  fo r  the fu tu re .” .

The w o rkers  showed th e ir  un­
de rstand ing by tu rn in g  fro m  
cheers to  s tony silence when the 
leaders m entioned the 6 hour day 
on ly  to  exp la in  in  fr igh te ne d  
voices th a t i t  was ju s t som eth ing 
to  th in k  about.

The w o rke rs  lis tened in vain 
fo r  som eth ing w ith  a tru e  ring , 
some planned p rog ram  o f action, 
some serious d irec tives aim ed a t 
ach ieving the demands w h ich  ev­
eryone recognizes are the on ly  
so lu tions to  the w o rke rs ’ needs.

A f te r  Roosevelt., W ha t?
Lew is c o rre c tly  condemned, in 

v io len t language, the fa ilu re  o f 
the Roosevelt ad m in is tra tio n  to 
stop s ta rva tio n  in  the m id s t of 

(Continued on Page 2)

Becomes First Testing Ground of Powers' 
Military Strength as War Enters 
New Phase of Extension

in Norway the
B y G EORGE S TE R N

The Allies and Germany have chosen 
scene o f their first great test o f m ilitary strength.

Between dawn o f Monday, A pril 8, and Tuesday, A pril 9. 
Norway was attacked, by the Allies and then by Germany.

By nightfall of A pril 9, Norway itself was laid prostrate. 
German forces were already in possession of its capital and 
its chief ports. Allied forces were on the way in an effort to 
expel them.

The German forces came in to “ protect”  Norway against 
the Allies. The Allies moved to “ protect”  Norway from the 
Reich. Norway, which wanted^-
protection from neither, was 
not consulted by either. It  has 
become the victim o f both. 
This is the fate that awaits the 
rest o f the small states o f Eur­
ope.

In accordance with the de­
cision o f the Allied Supreme 
Council on March 28 to speed
up the tempo of the war, to 
extend the blockade and to  
squeeze the neu tra ls  m ercilessly 
in  th a t process, B r it is h  and 
F rench w arsh ips on the m orn ing  
o f A p r i l 8 invaded N orw eg ian 
te r r ito r ia l w a te rs  and m ined 
three ¿sections o f the  passage used 
by G erm an ore boats bound from  
N a rv ik  fo r  the B a ltic .

The day before, Sunday, the 
N orw eg ian f o r e i g n  m in is te r 
threatened th a t his c o u n try  would 
“ go to  w a r”  w ith  e ithe r side i f  
the c o u n try ’s sove re ignty  was in ­
fringed .

P rotested A g a in s t A llie s

M onday m orn ing  N o rw a y  filed 
a v io len t p ro tes t w ith  the F rench 
and B r it is h  governm ents, cha rg ­
in g  them  w ith  an "open breach 
o f in te rn a tio n a l la w ’.’ and de­
m anding w ith d ra w a l o f mines

Behind the Lines
B y  G EORGE S TE R N

The same A llie d  po licy  th a t 
has set up a w a r f ro n t  in  N o r­
w ay is go ing to  lead in  the near 
fu tu re  to serious com plica tions in  
the Pacific  w h ich  w i l l  necessari­
ly  invo lve the U n ited  States. I  
re fe r to  the po licy  the A llie s  
have adopted o f tig h te n in g  up 
th e ir  blockade o f G erm any a l­
m ost regardless o f cost.

One o f the “ leaks”  the y  p ro ­
pose to  p lug  is the  “ le a k ”  o i 
w a r supplies w h ich  the y  believe 
are reaching G erm any th rou gh  
the  Soviet p o rt o f V lad ivostok.

T h is  is a sizeable job  and in ­
volved t ic k lis h  A llie d  re la tions 
w ith  Japan on the  one hand 
and the  U n ited  S tates on the 
other, as w e ll as the  USSR. Ja ­
pan has a lready declared i t  
w i l l  no t to le ra te  B r it is h  nava l 
operations in  w h a t i t  regards 
as Japanese w aters.

To m ake the blockade m ore pa­
la tab le  to the Japanese, the B r i t ­
ish have been ho ld ing ou t the pos­
s ib il i ty  o f a “ deal" in  China. T h is  
was the m eaning o f the speech o f 
B r it is h  Am bassador C ra ig ie  in  
T okyo  on M arch  28.

W a s h i n g t o n  appears to  be 
ready enough to cooperate w ith  
the B r it is h  in  fa c il ita t in g  a P aci­
fic blockade. B u t i t  w i l l  consider 
its e lf  th o ro ug h ly  double-crossed 
i f  B r ita in  secures s im ila r  coopera­
tion  fro m  Japan on the basis o f a 
“ deal”  a t the expense o f A m e ri­
can in te res ts  in China.

The London dec la ra tion  th a t 
i t  “ s t i l l ”  recognized the Chung­
k in g  governm ent offered no 
c o m fo rt to  the  W ash ing ton 
s tra teg is ts . N o r d id  i t  silence 
the  an g ry  m u tte rin g s  over the  
C ra ig ie  speech w h ich  iden tified  
the  “ u ltim a te  ob jectives”  o f 
B r ita in  and Japan. L o rd  H a li­
fax, the  B r it is h  fo re ign  secre­
ta ry , said, indeed, th a t he fu lly

approved the speech.
M eanw hile, the  B r it is h  b lock­

ade has a lready begun to  operate 
in F a r E aste rn  w ate rs. Tw o S ovi­
et fre ig h te rs  were seized and 
have ifeve r been released, despite 
repeated Soviet protests. One 
A m erican  fre ig h te r  c a rry in g  a 
cargo o f copper tu rned  back in 
m id-ocean ( its  cap ta in  denied he 
was stopped by any B r it is h  w a r­
ship) and goods are beg inn ing  to 
p ile up on W est coast docks be­
cause shippers are a fra id  to  ship.

A c tu a lly , o f course, th is  
blockade is a  b lockade o f the  
S oviet U n ion. There is no e v i­
dence to  show th a t the  goods 
being b ro u g h t in  th ro u g h  V la d i­
vostok because the w a r has 
closed o ther - lanes is destined 
especially fo r  G erm any. On the  
o ther hand, M oscow has cer­
ta in ly  no d isposition  to  be “ co­
op e ra tive " w ith  the  A llie s  and 
w ill res is t the a tte m p ts  to  
choke o ff th is  trade. H ere in  lies 
the p o ss ib ility  o f renewed se ri­
ous f r ic t io n  between the U.S.- 
S.R. and the  A llie s .

The A m erican  press, and the 
New  Y o rk  T im es in  pa rticu la r, 
have begun to prepare A m erican  
pub lic  op in ion fo r  events in  the 
F a r  E as t by pu b lish ing  h ig h ly  
c ircu m s ta n tia l and detailed " re ­
p o rts ”  about G erm an subm arine 
bases in  Soviet F a r  E as te rn  ports, 
the presence o f im p o rta n t Ger­
m an naval and engineering con­
tingen ts  in  th a t region, etc.

The vas t maneuvers o f the 
U n ited  S tates fleet, ta k in g  
place in  the m idst o f these de­
velopm ents, assume an espe­
c ia lly  o m i n o u s  significance. 
They tend to  stress the  fa c t 
th a t the  in te ns ifica tion  o f the 
w a r means speeding the  tempo 
o f A m erican  p a rtic ip a tio n  and 
th a t  th is  p a rtic ip a tio n  w i l l  be 
m a in ly  on a F a r  E aste rn  fro n t.

and w arsh ips fro m  its  waters.
B u t G erm any was no t w a it in g  

upon t jie  A llie s  to  honor the f r u i t ­
less pro tests  o f the Norwegians. 
News o f N o rw a y ’s p ro te s t had 
ba re ly  had tim e  to  reach the 
pub lic  p rin ts , before G erm any in ­
tervened to  "p ro te c t”  N o rw a y ’s 
n e u tra lity  aga inst the A llie d  a t­
tack.

B litz k r ie g

A t  dawn Tuesday m orn ing , 
A p r i l 9, H i t le r ’s arm ed hordes 
gave a s ta rtle d  w o rld  ano the r 
sample o f the N a z i b litz k r ie g  
technique.

The Germ an a rm y  m arched 
across the D anish border and 
w ith in  a fe w  hours occupied the 
e n tire  coun try . The D anish  gov­
ernm ent, aw are o f th è  f u t i l i t y  o f 
resistance, "accepted”  G erm any’s 
"p ro te c tio n .”

S im u ltaneously G erm an naval 
u n its  sailed up th ro u g h  the  K a t­
tega t, the passage th a t separates 
D enm ark  and Sweden, in to  the 
S kagerrak, and began land ing  
troops a t N o rw eg ia n  ports . B y  
m id -m orn ing  o f the 9 th  i t  became 
apparent th a t the Germans had 
slipped r ig h t  th rou gh  the B r it is h  
fleet and successfu lly landed a t 
a ll the m ain  po rts  on the W est 
coast o f N o rw a y  —  Stavanger, 
Bergen, T rondhe im , K ris tiansund , 
and even N a rv ik , nea rly  i,000 
m iles to the no rth . Some reports  
said th a t the la nd ing  p a r ty  'a t  
N a rv ik  came fro m  M urm ansk.

O the r N e u tra ls  W a it

N o rw a y  proc la im ed ‘resistance’ 
to  the invader long enough to  
be seized upon as an “ a l ly ”  by  
B r ita in  and France. In  London 
and P aris  i t  was p ro m p tly  an­
nounced th a t F rance and B r ita in  
w ou ld  f ig h t the G erm an invasion 
o f Scandinavia. The w a r machines 
o f bo th powers were im m e d ia te ly  
p u t in to  gear fo r  the  s trugg le . 
A t  th is  w r i t in g  the  f ir s t  engage­
ments, in  the a ir  and a t sea, were 
appa ren tly  a l r e a d y  underw ay 
w h ile  G erm an troops seized a ll 
im p o rta n t centers o f N o rw a y  and 
Sweden, H o lland , B e lg ium , w a it ­
ed fe a rfu lly  fo r  th e ir  tu rn  to  be 
sucked in.

F rom  th e ir  own p o in t o f v iew  
the A llie s  have good reason to  
“ a id ”  N o rw ay. They were so 
ready to “ a id ”  N o rw a y  th a t  they  
p robab ly  'w ou ld  have taken  pos­
session o f its  coast themselves i f  
H it le r  had no t beaten them  to  it .  
T h a t was in d u b ita b ly  the m ean­
in g  o f the A llie d  act in  m in in g  
N orw eg ian  w aters. H it le r 's  gen­
era l s ta ff showed th a t i t  under­
stood the seriousness o f the cha l­
lenge by h u r lin g  its  trem endous 
machine in to  action  w ith  such 
astound ing speed.

N o N e u tra ls  A llow ed

The A llie s  decided a t th e ir  Su­
prem e Council session la s t week 
to t ig h te n  the squeeze on Ger­
m any econom ica lly by t ig h te n in g  
the blockade w hateve r the cost to 
ne ighboring  neutra ls . T h is  was 
made p u b lic ly  p la in  by  Chamber- 
la in  and C hurch ill.

B r ita in  and F rance were fin ish ­
ed w ith  the h yp o c ritic a l game o f 
"respec ting ”  n e u t r a l  r i g h t s .  
T h e ir p o licy  now m ore fra n k ly  
became to  force a ll neu tra ls  s t i l l  
supp ly ing  goods to  G erm any to 
cease m a k in g  those supplies 
ava ilab le , and to  become instead 
p a r t o f the A llie d  blockade sys- 

(Contlnued on Page 4)
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Avenge the Death of 
This Auto Worker!

the pleasure o f m ak ing  a home 
fo r  his ch ildren, there  was a g a r­
age in  the backyard . W hen the 
1929 crash came and the layoffs 
began, F ra n k  was lucky . He d id ­
n ’ t  go in  the ‘f irs t  layoffs, o r the 
second o r th ird . B u t in  1931 he 
did go.

He never go t h is jo b  back. N o t 
in  nine years, fo r  never du rin g  a ll 
th a t tim e  did a ll the w orkers  go 
back to w o rk , and F ra n k  was a 
l i t t le  o lder and they took back 
on ly the strongest. So yesterday 
F ra n k  w ent in to  the garage in

the backyard o f th e ir  home here 
on Solvay Avenue, a fte r  he slash­
ed h is w ris ts , and he hanged h im ­
se lf to be sure o f fin ish in g  the 
job. H is  26-year old son, F rank  
Jr., came home and he saw a t ra il 
o f blood th rough  th e ir  home and 

the t r a i l  o f blood and 
a t the end o f i t  he found his 
fa the r, dead.

F ra n k , the elder, was a fine 
man. H e ’d done his d u ty  to  soci- 
e ly . God knows, ra is ing  a fa m ily  

| o f s ix  ch ildren. And his rew ard 
was to die in  th a t ho rrib le  state 
of loneliness th a t m ust be the lo t 
of suicides. Is  there any reason 
w h y  his ch ildren, and every w o rk ­
e r who knew him , shou ldn 't swear 
to  avenge h im ?

Unem ployed A u to  W o rke r 
D e tro it, M ich.

Warning About Funds 
For Anti-Nazi Work
E d ito r:

E ve ry  local and cen tra l body 
a ffilia ted  to the A F L  is now re­
ce iv ing  le tte rs  from  the Federa­
tion , signed by  Green, ca llin g  up­
on a ll a ffilia ted  unions to  back 
the underground Germ an labor 
movem ent, m o ra lly  and financ ia l­
ly-

A  splendid idea! In te rn a tio n a l 
s o lid a r ity ! Support the German 
revo lu tion !

B u t alas, i t  tu rn s  ou t th a t the 
money is to go to  the V orw ae rts  
group, th a t is, the “ o ffic ia l”  lead­
ersh ip o f the Social D em ocratic  
p a r ty  o f Germ any, who publish 
the V orw ae rts  now in Paris. I t  is 
true  th a t before H it le r  suppressed 
it, V o rw ae rts  was the o ffic ia l o r­
gan o f the G erm an labo r unions 
as w e ll as o f the Social Democ­
racy, bu t i t  is also true , and eas­
ily  ve rifiab le :
1. N o t a single g roup  o f socialists 

o r trade un ion is ts  w h ich  re­
mained in  G erm any to  ca rry  
on the s trugg le  against H itle r  
has recognized the leadership 
o f the V orw ae rts  group. On the 
con tra ry , a ll those who m an­
aged to get w ord  ou t have re ­

E d ito r:
F ra n k  Clus was 58 years old, 

fa th e r o f s ix  children. He was an 
auto w o rke r, a good one. He had he fo llow ed

pudiated these bankrup ts  who, 
equa lly  w ith  the S ta lin is ts , 
were responsible fo r  the t r i ­
um ph o f H itle r .  A ll  money re ­
ceived by the V orw ae rts  peo­
ple is expended outside Ger­
m any fo r  th e ir  clique.

2. V o rw ae rts  is published free ly  
in  P aris  today, when a ll o ther 
Gerrrfan refugee organs there 
are suppressed, as are sup­
pressed a ll the a n ti-w a r papers 
o f F rench labor. T h a t alone 
te lls  the s to ry . Reading V o r­
w aerts  is lik e  reading com m u­
niques o f the F rench w a r p ro ­
paganda machine. In  a word, 
these “ socia lis ts”  f ig h t H it lq r  
w ith  F rench bayonets, and 
th e ir  sole perspective is to  
m arch home behind these bay­
onets.

F o r the purpose o f m ak in g  the 
p rinc ip le  stand alone, I  do not 
add the names o f those groups 
co llec ting  money fo r  an ti-N a z i 
w o rk  w ith in  G erm any w h ich  are 
w o rth y  o f support, groups which 
are genu ine ly a n ti-w a r against 
the F rench  too. I  hope, however, 
th a t I  have ind ica ted the p rinc ip le  
by w h ich  these groups should be 
judged before one gives them  
money.

German Socia lis t
New  Y o rk  C ity

Auto Workers Listen Vainly to Lewis
(Continued fro m  Page 1) 

the g reatest productive  w ea lth  
ever accum ulated by  m ankind. 
The w o rke rs  cheered th a t, bu t 
th e ir  cheers were snuffed o u t as 
Lew is gave no d ire c t w o rd  how 
to w in  jobs and decent liv in g  fo r  
the m illio ns  o f locked-out to ile rs.

Lew is pointed ou t th a t there 
are 4,000,000 fam ilies  in  A m erica  
w ith  an income o f abou t $26 a 
m onth, and another 6,000,000 
fam ilies  w ith  an income o f $63 
a m onth. B u t he c a re fu lly  avo id­
ed saying a w ord about how these 

I m illio ns  o f fam ilies  are to  f ig h t 
1 and w in  fro m  the m u lti-b illio n a ire  J share o f the na tiona l wealth .

Two-faced On W ar

The founder o f the C IO  warned 
the w o rkers  th a t there are m any 

¡who w ould  lik e  to  see the A m er- 
! ican w o rkers  shed th e ir  blood in  
an im p e ria lis t w a r”  and the auto 
w o rkers  massed and jam m ed in

I
 the ha lls roared th e ir  hate o f w ar.

B u t the auto w o rkers  became 
uneasy and s ile n t when Lew is 
said: ” I f  you w a n t the w orkers  
to  f ig h t, f ir s t  g ive thenj a chance

to  earn a liv in g " . The w o rkers  
in s tin c t iv e ly  fe lt  Lew is was p ro ­
m is ing  the w a r m ongers the un­
qua lified  help o f A m erican  labo r 
fo r  im p e ria lis t s laughter, i f  on ly  
the A m erican  ca p ita lis ts  would 
g ive a bribe to labo r now.

S ilen t On Labor P a rty

Lew is a ttacked  the old parties, 
Dem ocrats and Republicans a like . | 
B u t the w o rke rs  listened in  va in  | 
fo r  h im  to b r in g  them  to  th e ir  j 
fee t w ith  a dec la ra tion  announc- 
in g  the launch ing  o f a labo r par-1 
ty , independent o f bo th boss pa r- j 
ties, a p a r ty  w h ich  labo r and on ly  
labo r contro ls.

Then Lew is sk irm ished  w ith  
every m a jo r problem  fac in g  the 
labo r m ovem ent, bu t fo r  none of 
these problem s did  ho p o in t a 
w ay out.

R euther No B e tte r

W a lte r R e u t h e r ,  E xecu tive  
Board m em ber of the U A W -C IO  
spoke in  precise ly the same m an­
ner as John L. Lew is. He pointed 
ou t on ly  w h a t is known to every 
auto w o rke r, th a t the U A W -C IO

is the on ly  un ion in  the in du s try .
He spoke vague ly  about "‘a 

guaranteed annual w age”  bu t 
gave no t a shadow o f ind ica tion  
how the union was to  take  de­
fin ite  organ iza tiona l steps to  a- 
chieve th is  demand. He m entioned 
the 30 hour week a t 40 hours pay, 
bu t d id  n o t exp la in  the p rog ram  
o f action to  w in  th is  fundam enta l 
and necessary demand fro m  the 
corpora tion.

W orkers  Mean Business

The mass m eetings were a 
dem onstra tion  o f the s itu a t io n 1 II Ill 
th a t has prevailed in the au to  in ­
d u s try  fo r  some tim e. The ra n k  
and file  au to  w o rke rs  are eager! 
and anxious to  f ig h t fo r  and w ith  
the CIO. B u t the leaders are hesi­
ta n t and a fra id  to  d irec t the 
w o rke rs ' m ilita n c y  in  a defin ite  
d irection , in  an organized cam ­
pa ign to w in  secu rity  fo r  the 
w o rkers  fro m  the huge p ro fits  o f 
the corporations.

The auto w o rke rs  have demon­
stra ted  over and over th a t despite 
the v a c illa tio n  o f the leaders, the

w orke rs  are capable o f s ta r t in g  
and w in n in g  a f ig h t aga inst the 
corpora tions.

The 1937 s it  downs are the elo­
quent tes tim ony to  the m ilita n c y  
and de te rm ina tion  o f the auto 
w orkers. W h a t m ore do the lead­
ers w a n t?

“ O rd in a ry ”  Demands Pointless

A ll  au to  w o rke rs  are convinced 
today th a t  to  achieve any k in d  
o f se cu rity  in  the p lan ts  the o r­
d in a ry  demands Of sen io rity , wage 
increase, and the lik e  are n o t s u f­
fic ie n t in  themselves. W ith  the 
d a ily  in tro d u c tio n  o f new m a­
chines, new m ethods o f decreas­
in g  the need fo r  labor, the  cor­
pora tions are d isp lac ing  m ore 
and m ore w orkers , condem ning 
them  to perm anent unem ploy­
ment.

E v e ry  year the auto w o rk e r 
produces m ore and more. The 
p ro fits  o f the corpora tion  ge t b ig ­
ger and b igg e r w ith  few e r and 
few e r men in  the  plants.

There is a w ay out.
A nd th a t w a y  is —A C T IO N  on 

the 30 ho u r week a t 40 hours pa y !

Minority Resolutions On Organization, Rejected by Party Convention
MINORITY RESOLUTION ON THE j

ORGANIZATION AND TASKS 1 II Ill
OF THE PARTY

(R E JE C T E D  B Y  T H E  C O N V E N T IO N )
The m ain  task o f the p a r ty  in  the present period has been 

and rem ains to  organize and o rie n t its e lf  in  such a m anner as 
to  enable i t  to meet m ost e ffec tive ly  the decisive tes t o f the war. 
The pa rty , and above a ll the p a r ty  leadership, has thus fa r  fa iled  
to c a rry  ou t th is  task.

The present p a r ty  leadership revealed a com plete fa ilu re  to 
respond to  the problem s created by the ou tb reak o f the w ar. A l­
though the w a r has lasted fo r  more than  s ix  m onths, th is  fa ilu re  
has ye t to be overcome. F o r the proposal to  set the p a rty  in  mo­
tion  on a new foo ting , corresponding to the new s itua tion , the 
leadership substitu ted  the po licy  o f dead calm  and indifference 
w h ich  has kep t the p a rty  in  a s ta te  o f para lys is  fo r  h a lf a year. 
The proposal fo r  a plenum  o f the N a tion a l Com m ittee to  m eet the 
w a r s itu a tio n  p ro m p tly  was resisted fo r  weeks on the m ost ab­
surd o f pre texts. A t  the plenum and since i t  was held, not a single 
serious step has been taken to ad ju s t the ou tlook and a c t iv ity  of 
the p a rty  to  correspond to  the w a r s itua tion . The p a rty  press 
has v ir tu a lly  ignored the Second W o rld  W ar, has given no ana l­
ysis o f it ,  no analysis w o rth y  o f the name o f the new S ta lin is t 
tu rn , no analysis o f the succession o f steps taken  in  the w a r by 
the Soviet Union. I t  is s ig n ifica n t th a t o f a ll the im p o rta n t rad ica l 
labo r organ izations, ou r p a rty  is v ir tu a lly  alone in  no t ha v in g  is­
sued a m an ifesto  on the w a r to  th is  ve ry  day. To a ll in te n ts  
and purposes, the p a r ty  continues along its  road as i f  the Second 
W orld  W a r had no t broken o u t a t a ll.

T h is  e n tire ly  negative reaction  to  the w a r cris is  has c lea rly  
disclosed thè existence o f a p a r ty  leadership perm eated w ith  
rou tin ism  and conservatism . T h is s p ir it  is com m unicated to  the 
ranks  w ith  dem ora liz ing  effects. I t  is  reflected in  the  pass iv ity  
o r ra th e r in  the haphazard d irec tion  and general la ck  o f in it ia ­
tiv e  o f the leadership. I t  is  concerned m ore w ith  the preservation 
o f its  a u th o r ity  and w ith  ac tin g  as a "c o u rt o f appeals”  over the 
branches tha n  w ith  launch ing and c a rry in g  th rou gh  sys tem atic ­
a lly  the ind ica ted cam paigns o f the p a rty . I t  d isplays the grea test 
sensitiveness to  hea lthy  c r it ic is m  fro m  the ranks  and l i t t le  sen­
s it iv i ty  to  p o lit ic a l events. I t  leaps read ily  fro m  its  sta te  o f pas­
s iv ity  whenever i t  is con fronted w ith  such c ritic ism .

The pa in fu l b u t a ll- im p o rta n t process o f m ak ing  the tu rn  from  
the past o f the m ovem ent as a p ropagand ist g roup to  a move­
m ent seeking to  exe rt g ro w in g  influence among the masses, is 
confined to episodic advances in  isolated s itua tion s  and, above 
all, to  reso lu tions w h ich  rem a in  on paper. The T rans ition a l P ro ­
gram , upon every s ingle le tte r  o f w h ich  the present leadership 
ins is ted when i t  was fo rm a lly  adopted, has been p u t in to  e ffect 
spasm odically o r no t a t a ll. The ta k in g  o f bold steps calcula ted 
to  speed the p a r ty ’s in te rven tion  in  p o lit ic a l events, is  frow ned 
upon. A ll tendencies in  th a t  d irec tio n  are usua lly  a ttacked  as 
“ u lt ra - le f t is t"  and “ a d ven tu ris t,”  a lthough  these are scarce ly the 
m ost dangerous o r w idespread tendencies In  the pa rty . A l l  the 
fa ilu re s  and shortcom ings o f the p a rty  are usua lly  a ttr ib u te d  to  
the “ ob jective  s itu a tio n ."

The resu lts have been a cond ition  th a t is l i t t le  be tte r than  
s tagna tion  in  the p a rty , w h ich  w ould be worse were i t  no t fo r  
the num erica l con tribu tions  to  p a r ty  m em bership made by the 
you th , and a s ta te  o f constant f r ic t io n  and bad re la tionsh ips be­
tw een the m em bers o f the p a r ty  (and especially o f the y ftu th ), 
and the p a r ty  leadership, w h ich  resents a ll serious c r it ic is m  and 
resists i t  w ith  the stubbornness o f a p e tty  bureaucracy.

The m ore serious the c r it ic is m  o f the p a r ty  leadership, its  
po licy and its  regim e, the m ore c le a rly  does i t  reveal th a t i t  is 
dom inated in  a c tu a lity  by a clique w h ich  was never elected by 
the p a r ty  m em bership and w h ich  has no t ju s tifie d  its  existence 
by a separate p o lit ic a l p la tfo rm  o f its  own. Convinced th a t its  
perm anent dom ination  o f the p a r ty  leadership is fo r  its  best in ­
terests, and is predestined, regardless o f the p o lit ic a l o r o rg an i­
za tiona l question under discussion a t any given tim e, i t  conse­
quen tly  pays on ly  a verbal respect to  p a r ty  dem ocracy and 
read ily  v io la tes i t  when i t  con flic ts  w ith  its  own clique in terests.

I t  is necessary fo r  the p a r ty  to  la y  the g reatest stress upon 
th is  s itua tion , no t to  the exclusion o f o r fo r  the purpose o f m in ­
im iz in g  the im portance o f o th e r defects and evils, b u t precisely 
in  o rder to  proceed to  th e ir  correction . W ith o u t e lem ina ting  the 
s trang leho ld  o f bu reaucra tic  c liqu ism  w h ich  has imposed the 
present reg im e upon the p a rty , i t  is im possib le to  adop t and 
c a rry  ou t co rrect policies, to  im prove the com position and fu n c ­
tio n in g  o f the p a rty , o r to rem edy any o f the o the r serious s h o rt­
com ings o f the pa rty .

*  » »

The Second W o rld  W ar, the w a r danger in  the U n ited  States, 
and the s trugg le  aga inst i t — these m ust con s titu te  the  cen tra l 
ax is  around w h ich  a ll ou r w o rk  revolves. The p a r ty  m ust be o r­
ganized and orien ted in  th is  s p ir it ,  because i t  m ust stand o u t in  
the eyes o f g ro w in g  num bers o f w o rke rs  as the p a r ty  o f m il ita n t  
s trugg le  aga inst w a r. I t  is the re fo re  necessary to  proceed along 
the fo llo w in g  lines:

I —  ROOT T H E  P A R T Y  A M O N G  T H E  W O R K E R S

The change in  the social com position o f the p a r ty  cannot be 
achieved by the mere assertion th a t such a change is needed. 
I t  is rea lizab le on ly  by p la n fu lly  d ire c tin g  every branch, and ev­
ery  m em ber in  it ,  to  concen tra tion  on the  trade unions and o th e r 
mass o rgan iza tions, and on the fac tories . In  th is  respect, the 
you th  m ovem ent is o u r m ost im p o rta n t sing le  in s tru m en t. I t  
is  composed o f comrades w ith  a re la tiv e ly  h igh  p o lit ic a l educa­
t io n  who, un like  the y o u th  o f the “ p ro s p e rity ”  period, are revo lu ­
tionary-m inded, m il ita n t  and devoted to  the cause. Despite the 
ev ident d ifficu ltie s , they m ust be sys tem a tica lly  d irected to  en ter 
in du s try , in  w h ich  they can acquire an experience and tra in in g

indispensable to  th e ir  own developm ent and a t the same tim e  be­
come the m ost effective organ izers fo r  the movement.

I I  —  A  P A R T Y  O F  A N T I-W A R  A G IT A T IO N
The idea o f fac in g  tow ards the unions and the fac to ries  can 

become— as i t  has been too o ften  in  the past— m eaningless w ith ­
ou t a p a rty  a c t iv ity  w h ich  would re a lis tic a lly  m ake possible con­
ta c t w ith  and success in  these fields. P a rty  a c t iv ity  in  the 
trade  unions means no t so m uch the e labora tion  o f grandiose 
“ trade union po lic ies”  and maneuvers w ith  o th e r un ion groups— 
we are fa r  too w eak as y e t to  en te rta in  such am b itions— b u t the 
po pu la riza tio n  o f ou r im m edia te demands and slogans among the 
masses o f the w orkers. C h ief am ong these m ust be, in  the com­
in g  period, those demands and slogans w h ich  are d ire c tly  related 
to  the w a r danger w h ich  is so keenly and deeply fe lt  by the 
w o rk in g  masses and the you th . T h is  means the re v iva l and ex­
tension o f the cam paign p rinc ip le  o f p a r ty  a c tiv ity . I t  means, 
above a ll in  the present stage, concen tra tion  upon the p r in t in g  
and d is tr ib u tio n  on a la rge  scale o f the s im p lest and m ost popu lar 
leafle ts and cheap pam phlets, each confined to  a sing le  slogan 
expressing and po pu la riz ing  ou r program . These m ust be w r itte n  
and dissem inated w ith  an eye tow ards the  in d u s tr ia l w orkers, 
and be ca lcu la ted to  arouse them  to  p o lit ic a l consciousness and 
action  and above a ll to  the consciousness th a t o u r p a rty  is the 
on ly  m il ita n t  a n ti-w a r o rgan iza tion . I f  the a c t iv ity  o f the p a rty  
and you th  m em bership, and the colum ns o f our press, are o rg a ­
nized in  th is  s p ir it ,  we sha ll accom plish fa r  more tow ards roo t­
ing  the p a r ty  am ong the in d u s tr ia l w o rke rs  than a dozen fo rm a l 
and deta iled reso lu tions on trade un ion w o rk . T h is  is especially 
tru e  o f the w o rk  am ong the Negroes as a  g roup  w h ich, as the 
m ost downtrodden and oppressed, m ust f ind  in  the p a r ty  a con­
s is ten t cham pion. The a c t iv ity  ofc the -N eg ro  D epartm ent has. a l­
ready shown how f r u i t f u l  th is  w o rk  can be fo r  the p a rty , and 
the weak support thus fa r  g iven the D epa rtm en t m ust be g re a tly  
increased.

I l l  —  C A M P A IG N S  A N D  R E C R U IT M E N T
Because o f its  essentia lly  p ro p a g a n d is ts  past, w h ich  has fos­

tered corresponding habits, the p a r ty  has no t developed the 
practise  o r technique o f re c ru itin g . H and in  hand w ith  a fa r  too 
h igh  standard  of p o lit ic a l requirem ents fo r  m em bership w h ich  
has served to  l im it  re c ru it in g  possib ilities, has gone a low  stand­
ard  o f a c t iv ity  requirem ents fo r  those a lready in  o u r ranks. The 
cam paign p rinc ip le  o f p a r ty  a c t iv ity  can degenerate in to  a pu re ly  
lite ra ry  e ffo r t unless i t  is  in te g ra lly  coupled w ith  system atic 
re c ru it in g  efforts. These effo rts , in  tu rn , w ould be nu llified  unless 
we e lim ina ted  fro m  ou r m inds the  sectarian r ig id ity  w ith  w h ich  
we tend to  approach the po ten tia l re c ru it, th a t is, again, the fa r  
too h igh s tandard  o f p o lit ic a l and theore tica l qua lifica tions we 
set fo r  p a r ty  m embership. The developm ent o f the average re­
c ru it  tow ards a fu ll-fledged  revo lu tiona ry  position w i l l  take place 
d u rin g  his m em bership and a c t iv ity  in  the p a rty  ra th e r than 
p r io r  to  it .  I t  is  no t so m uch the p rog ram  as i t  is w r it te n  down 
in  ou r fundam enta l docum ents th a t m ust— o r can— a ttra c t  re ­
c ru its  to  the p a rty , b u t the p rogram  as trans la ted  in  the d a ily  
p o lit ic a l a c t iv ity  o f the p a r ty  th a t  w i l l  accom plish th is  end. In  th is  
sense the cam paigns o f the p a r ty  m ust be re c ru it in g  cam paigns 
as we ll. I t  is in  th is  sense th a t the mass actions o f the  p a rty  
m ust be conceived. A n  a ttitu d e  o f alertness and boldness, o f 
seizing on appropria te  occasions, can o ften  m ake iu c h  mass ac­
tions possible and f r u it fu l.  T h is  was dem onstrated d u rin g  the 
an ti-C ough lin , an ti-B und  cam paign o f the p a rty . Such an a t t i ­
tude should not be decried as "baseless in  the present ob jective 
s itu a tio n ”  o r as "a d ve n tu ris tic ,”  b u t should ra th e r be encouraged.

IV . —  B U IL D  UP T H E  Y O U T H  M O V E M E N T
The m ost im p o rta n t single section o f the m ovem ent in  th is  

c o u n try  is ou r Y ou th  organ iza tion . The fa c t th a t the p a r ty  lead­
ersh ip has never paid a tte n tio n  to  the problem s and developm ent 
o f the Y ou th  save, in  m ost recent tim es, fo r  purposes o f fac tio na l 
advantage, is a s tand ing  in d ic tm e n t o f th is  leadership. The 
im portance o f the Y ou th  organ iza tion  m ay bq understood not 
o n ly  in  the l ig h t  o f its  com para tive ly  la rge  m em bership and the 
fa c t th a t i t  con tribu tes  the ove rw helm ing m a jo r ity  o f the p a r ty ’s 
new m em bership, bu t above a ll by the fa c t th a t i t  represents 
the generation th a t w i l l  do the f ig h tin g  in  the w a r and, there­
fore, cons titu te  the m ain rese rvo ir o f revo lu tiona ry  mass s treng th . 
The p a rty  m u s t devote a hundred tim es m ore a tte n tio n  in  the 
fu tu re  than i t  has in  the  past to b u ild in g  and s treng then ing  Ihe 
Y ou th  o rgan iza tion . T h is  requires no t an ig n o rin g  o f its  m is ­
takes and defects, but, am ong o th e r reasons, in  order to remedy 
these m istakes and defects, a com rade ly and serious a ttitude - 
tow ards i t  and its  problem s. U p  to  now the p a rty  leadership has 
had a bu reaucra tic  and contem ptuous a tt itu d e  tow ards the Y outh , 
on those occasions when i t  has bothered to  concern its e lf  w ith  
the  o rgan iza tion . The c r it ic a l a tt itu d e  o f the you th  tow ards the 
p o lit ic a l and in te rn a l problem s o f thfe p a r ty  has been genera lly  
hea lthy and progressive, w h ich  is added reason w hy th is  a t t i ­
tude should be encouraged instead o f rude ly  denounced and a t­
tacked. A  p a r ty  leadership can establish its  a u th o r ity  w ith  the 
Y outh , and w ith  the m ovem ent genera lly , on ly  by a p a tien t 
a tt itu d e  and one w h ich  welcomes c rit ic is m . T h is  in tu rn  w ill 
enorm ously fa c il ita te  its  task  o f educa ting and tra in in g  the 
Y ou th  fo r  the  revo lu tiona ry  p ro le ta ria n  movem ent, its  task  of 
co rre c ting  the  m istakes and s tra ig h te n in g  the line  o f the Y outh.

V. —  P O L IT IC A L  E D U C A T IO N  O F  T H E  P A R T Y
The course o f the present discussion in  the  p a r ty  has revealed 

the need o f g re a tly  in te n s ify in g  the w o rk  o f revo lu tiona ry  M a rx ­
ian  education in  fundam enta l p rinc ip les  am ong the p a r ty  m em ­
bership. The educational w o rk  o f the p a r ty  has declined no tice­
ab ly  in  the past couple o f years, w h ich  is especially dangerous 
in  v iew  o f the newness o f m any p a r ty  m embers and the prospect 
o f ga in ing  s t i l l  o th e r new members. The a b il i ty  o f the p a rty  
leadership to  base its  case to so la rge  an ex te n t upon appeals 
to pre judice, to  " fa ith , ”  as w e ll as the in ju rio u s  effects o f the

p a rty  leadership ’s theo re tica l and p o lit ic a l helplessness in  dealing 
w ith  new problem s o r new m an ifes ta tions o f old problem s, would 
be g re a tly  reduced by planned tra in in g  o f a ll p a r ty  and you th  
members in  the basic p rinc ip les o f revo lu tio n a ry  M arx ism , inc lud ­
ing, especially, the question o f the na tu re  o f the p a r ty  and its  
ro le in  the revo lu tion . The discussion has also revealed more 
c le a rly  the eve r-la ten t danger o f the tendency to regard  “ p o li­
tics ”  and p o litica l o r  theore tica l discussion as a lu xu ry , p a rtic u ­
la r ly  as a " lu x u ry ”  w h ich  is counterposed to  “ p ra c tic a l"  w o rk . 
A t  bo ttom , th is  expresses the tendency to remove the p ractica l, 
d a ily  a c t iv ity  o f the p a rty  m em bership, especially in  the mass o r­
ganizations, from  p o lit ic a l d irec tion  and con tro l, w h ich  can on ly  
mean in  the la s t analysis fro m  the d irec tion  and con tro l o f the 
p a rty . W h ile  such a tendency is o ften  understandable, in  th a t 
i t  represents a reaction aga inst d ile tta n tis m  or perm anent “ dis- 
cussionism ," i t  is nevertheless necessary, by com b a tting  the la t ­
te r, to  res is t and overcome the tendency re fe rred  to. I t  cannot 
be resisted, however, by dem agogic a ttacks  upon the dem ocratic 
r ig h t, and need, o f discussion w h ich  on ly  fosters th is  tendency.

F A R T Y  D E M O C R A C Y  A N D  C O L L E C T IV E  L E A D E R S H IP

The pressing problem s o f the p a r ty  cannot be solved inde­
pendently  o f the question o f the p a r ty  leadership and its  regime. 
Rather, the f irs t  b ig  and serious step tow ards so lv ing  them  can 
be taken  on ly  fra n k ly  and fearlessly fac in g  the question o f the 
p a r ty  reg im e and by chang ing th is  regime.

The pass iv ity , rou tin ism  and conservatism  o f the p a rty  re ­
gime, its  p o lit ic a l helplessness w h ich  borders on para lys is , is 
on ly  the o ther side o f its  bureaucra tism . The p a r ty  leadership 
is concerned above a ll else w ith  its  "a u th o r ity ”  and “ p restige .”  
I t  seeks to m a in ta in  these p r im a r ily  by a clique fo rm a tio n  w h ich  
sedulously nu rtu res  the rea c tion a ry  idea o f the Leader cu lt, p re­
sum ably on the the o ry  th a t an ou ts tand ing  leader is superio r to 
a co llective  leadership. Leadership is tested no t so m uch and 
no t in  the f ir s t  place by its  policies and actions but, in  th is  con­
ception, by the degree o f lo y a lty  to  the in d iv idu a l leader. Lead ing 
com m ittees o ffic ia lly  and solem nly ins ta lled  by  the representative 
in s titu tio n s  and bodies o f the p a r ty  become ho llow  and decora t­
ive, and have a fun c tion  on ly  in so fa r  as they agree w ith  o r 
accept the policies o f the clique. In  consequence, c ritic ism s  o f the 
leadership, regardless o f th e ir  degree o f v a lid ity , are fie rce ly  re­
jected as personal a tta cks  upon the clique, above a ll, on its  leader. 
A  hea lthy  re la tionsh ip  between the p a rty  m em bership and the 
p a r ty  leadership is im possib le under such conditions. E qua lly  
impossible is the no rm a l and hea lthy  e laboration, application, 
checking and rev is ing  o f p a r ty  po licy. U nder the  best conditions, 
p a r ty  dem ocracy thus becomes a set o f essentia lly  meaningless 
form ulas.

The sound p rinc ip le  o f dem ocra tic cen tra lism  has been per­
verted in  practise  in to  a super-centra lism  in  defense o f the p a rty  
leadership, th a t is, the clique w h ich  dom inates it ,  and an y th in g  
bu t cen tra lism  in  the d irec tio n  o f the d a ily  a c t iv ity  o f the p a rty . 
The best tra d itio n s  o f the re vo lu tio n a ry  M a rx ian  m ovem ent in 
th is  realm , especially the tra d itio n s  o f Lenin, are defied in  the 
name o f a "B o lshevism ”  w h ich  is equated w ith  the p a rtic u la r in ­
terests and needs o f the dom inant clique.

PRO TESTS L IM IT A T IO N  O F  P U B L IC  D IS C U S S IO N

The preserva tion  o f dem ocra tic  cen tra lism , o f p a r ty  democ­
racy, requires the free and co llective  e laboration o f p a r ty  po licy  
by the en tire  m em bership and a corresponding ly  free selection o f 
a co llective leadership; and, in tu rn , com plete s o lid a rity  and d is­
c ip line in  action  once a  po licy is decided upon. The present p a rty  
leadership has repeatedly v io la ted  the p rinc ip le  o f dem ocra tic  
cen tra lism . The au to  cris is  in the  p a rty , fo r  example, revealed 
the existence o f a closed clique ac tu a lly  do m in a ting  the p a rty  
leadership, decid ing p a r ty  po licy  and organ iza tion , and m ak ing  
i t  c lear th a t the re g u la r ly  elected leading com m ittee  was es­
sen tia lly  decora tive and fo rm a l. The suppression o f the po in t of 
view  o f the m in o r ity  in  the present dispute, by exclud ing i t  
fro m  the re g u la r pre-convention discussion in  the colum ns o f the 
Appeal, and also fro m  the pages o f the p a rty 's  theore tica l organ, 
is a v io la tio n  o f the best tra d itio n s  and practises o f o u r move­
ment, representing  a t bo ttom  a bu reaucra tic  fea r o f con fro n tin g  
a revo lu tiona ry  oppdnent before the m il ita n t  w orkers.

I t  is im pera tive  th a t the deadly g r ip  o f th is  group, w h ich  is 
a ty p ic a l clique because o f the fa c t th a t, a p a rt fro m  the present 
dispute, i t  has continued to  m a in ta in  its e lf  w ith o u t a separate 
p o lit ic a l p la tfo rm , be broken in  the p a rty , its  m onopolistic con­
tro l o f the  p a r ty  leadership e lim inated , and the reg im e i t  has 
established replaced by a reg im e o f p a r ty  democracy. Collective 
leadership in  the p a r ty  is a meaningless phrase in  the present 
concrete c ircum stances unless these steps are taken.

Above a ll, these steps are unpostponably u rg en t in  v iew  of 
the w a r danger. The w a r w i l l  p u t the p a r ty  to  decisive tests. 
A m ong them  w i l l  be the tes t o f the leadersh ip ’s a b ili ty  and de­
sire to m a in ta in  the u tm o s t lo y a lty , and the u tm o s t p a r ty  de­
m ocracy com patib le  w ith  w a r conditions. The p a rty  and you th  
m em bership m ust have a g re a te r assurance than  i t  now feels th a t 
its  leading com m ittees w i l l  no t abuse th e ir  positions and power 
and reduce genuine p a r ty  dem ocracy to  an even g rea te r m ockery 
than  i t  is  today, in  tim e  o f peace. The e lim in a tio n  o f the dom i­
nance o f the present clique leadership, o r  its  replacem ent b y  the 
m in o r ity  fac tion , is no t suffic ient. I t  is necessary to  in troduce in to  
the leadership fresh  elements, p r im a r ily  genuine p ro le ta rians  
and the m ost qualified y o u th ; and we m ust no t sub s titu te  fo r  gen­
uine in d u s tr ia l w o rke rs  those who, on the m ost superfic ia l 
grounds, t r y  to parade as such m ere ly  on the grounds th a t they 
are p a r t o f the “ p ro le ta r ia n " fa c tio n  in  the pa rty .

W A N T S  D IS C U S S IO N  TO B E  E N C O U R A G E D

I t  is necessary, fu rthe rm o re , to  have m ore specific assurances 
in  the p a r ty  th a t discussion in  the p a rty , fa r  fro m  being c u r­
ta iled  and looked upon as a “ lu x u ry ,”  w i l l  be encouraged in 
the fu tu re . The fa c t th a t discussion m ust a lw ays be regu la ted by

the p a r ty  and its  lead ing  »com m ittees, m ust no t be used as a 
p re te x t fo r  suppressing discussion on the dem agogic grounds 
th a t there is w o rk  to  be done." A l l  p a r ty  w o rk  w il l  be done bet­
te r  and m ore e ffec tive ly  and c o rre c tly  i f  p a rty  dem ocracy is 
jea lous ly  m ainta ined. The re v o lu tio n a ry  p a r ty  cannot be a “ d is­
cussion club ,”  b u t ne ithe r m ust i t  be converted in to  a S ta lin is t 

m on o lith ic  o rgan iza tion . O n ly  a r ic h  inne r life  can m ake pos­
sible a f r u i t f u l  life  o f a c t iv ity  in  mass w o rk . The p a r ty  m ust 
there fore  adopt the fo llo w in g  ru les: (a ) an in te rn a l p a r ty  b u lle tin  
sha ll be published re g u la r ly  and be made ava ilab le  to  the m em ­
bership fo r  the discussion o f d a ily  problem s of p a rty  w o rk  and 
po licy ; (b ) the p a r ty  leadership sha ll be bound to  open the co l­
umns o f the S ocia lis t Appeal fro m  tim e  to  tim e  fo r  the discus­
sion o f new policies o f the p a rty , no t in  the sense o f a fa c tio n a l 
dispute, bu t in  o rder to  acqua in t the sym path ize rs o f the p a r ty  
w ith  ou r problem s and the m anner in w h ich  we solve them ; in 
such discussions, p a rty  sym path ize rs should be in v ited  to  take 
p a r t;  in  pre-convention periods, the Appea l should be th row n  
open to a discussion o f a ll convention problem s, w ith  a censorship 
exercised essentia lly  o n ly  over con fidentia l p a r ty  a ffa irs  o r i r ­
responsible po lem ical exaggera tion ; (c ) the pages o f the New  In ­
te rn a tio n a l sha ll be open the yea r round to  discussions o f theo­
re tica l and sc ientific  problem s o f M arx ism , o f such questions as, 
fo r  example, d ia lec tica l m a te ria lism , o r the class na ture  o f the 
Soviet s ta te— discussions in  w h ich, i t  goes w ith o u t saying, the 
p a rty  sha ll expound and defend its  own view  on a ll those ques­
tions on w h ich  i t  has adopted an o ffic ia l position.

*  *  *

The special technica l p repa ra tion  o f the p a r ty  fo r  w a r, though 
decided upon some tim e  ago, has gone the w ay o f m ost o f o u r 
decisions, m ore accura te ly , i t  has rem ained a  decision on paper. 
Regardless o f w h a t else is done, the f ir s t  blows o f the w a r can 
sca tte r us a ll in  a hundred d irec tions unless th is  p repa ra tion  is 
a c tu a lly  set on foo t. C o llec tive ly  and in d iv id u a lly , fro m  top to 
bottom , the p a rty  and you th  m em bership m ust be impressed w ith  
the key im portance o f th is  question, and be g iven  the necessary 
p re lim in a ry  tra in in g  and ins truc tions .

*  *  *

O nly i f  the p a r ty  is organized and orien ted along the lines 
ind ica ted in  th is  reso lu tion  w ill i t  be able to  pass the tes t o f the 
w a r cris is  and u tiliz e  i t  to  bu ild  up the mass re v o lu tio n a ry  p a rty  
o f socialism .

MINORITY RESOLUTION ON PARTY UNITY
(R E JE C T E D  B Y  T H E  C O N V E N T IO N )

The dispute and discussion on the Russian question has re­
vealed the existence o f tw o  p o lit ic a lly  irreconc ilab le  tendencies 
in  the p a rty . A s the discussion develops in  o th e r sections, i t  is 
c lear th a t these tw o  tendencies e x is t th rou gh ou t the F o u rth  In ­
te rna tiona l.

In  the S oc ia lis t W orke rs  P a rty , the s trugg le  between the tw o 
groups has led to  accusations by each side th a t the o ther is p re­
pa rin g  a sp lit. W hatever op in ions m ay be on the v a lid ity  i f  
these accusations, i t  is qu ite  c lear th a t the danger o f a s p lit  in  
the A m erican  section o f the  F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l is  a rea l one. 
I t  is also c lear th a t a s p lit  w ou ld  prove d isastrous to  the A m e r i­
can section and to  the In te rn a tio n a l as a whole. E ve ry  possible 
p o lit ic a l and o rg an iza tio na l step, com patib le  w ith  the  fundam en­
ta l p rinc ip les  o f the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l, m ust the re fo re  be 
taken to a v e rt such a sp lit. Despite the sharpness and p ro fu n d ity  
o f the differences, i t  is s t i l l  necessary to  a llo w  the fu r th e r  in ­
te rven tion  o f events to  exe rt an influence on both groups, to 
tes t th e ir  positions, and thus to  m ake possible a m uch closer 
p o lit ic a l and o rgan iza tiona l co llabo ra tion  a t a subsequent stage 
w ith o u t the r is k  o f a s p lit  in  the m eantim e.

I t  m ust, however, be recognized th a t the na ture  o f the d iffe r­
ences is such th a t i t  does no t p e rm it o f so lu tion  m ere ly by the 
procedure, no rm a l in  the movem ent, o f hav ing  the convention 
m in o r ity  sub m it to  the convention m a jo r ity . A ltho ug h  bo th  
grbups acknow ledge the ir re c o n c ila b ility  o f tn e ir  positions, they  
both nevertheless declare th a t  the con flic tin g  tendencies are com ­
pa tib le  w ith  m em bership in  the  F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l, th a t  is, 
ne ithe r group proposes to  expel the o th e r fo r  its  po litica l views.

M IN O R IT Y  W A N T S  IT S  O W N  P U B L IC  P A P E R

U nde r these exceptional .»•conditions i t  is the re fo re  necessary 
to  take an exceptional measure in  o rder to  preserve the u n ity  o f 
the p a rty . The p a r ty  m us t extend to  w h ichever group is the m i­
n o r ity  a t the convention the r ig h t  to  pub lish  a public jo u rn a l of 
its  own, defending the general p rog ram  o f the F o u rth  In te rn a ­
tion a l and a t the same tim e  presen ting  in  an ob jective  m anner 
the special pos ition  o f its  tendency on the disputed Russian 
question. U nde r the conditions o f the present fa c tio n a l f ig h t, 
th a t is, g iven the v iew s w h ich  each fa c tio n  holds concern ing the 
other, such a jo u rn a l can on ly  be published upon the respons ib ility  
and under the con tro l o f the tendency itse lf.

W h ile  recogn iz ing  th a t th is  is an exceptional measure, the  
p a rty , w h ich  has no th in g  in  common w ith  S ta lin is t m ono lith ism , 
m ust ca ll a tte n tio n  to the fa c t th a t the L e n in is t p a r ty  and ou r 
own F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l has on s im ila r  exceptional occasions 
found i t  necessary to take  such a step in  the a tte m p t to  preserve 
the u n ity  o f the  m ovem ent. M in o rit ie s  o f the B o lshev ik  pa rty , 
bo th  before and d u rin g  the f irs t  W o rld  W ar, exercised th is  r ig h t  
under unusual conditions, thus o ften  reducing the  danger o f a 
s p lit ;  the h is to ry  o f the  F o u rth . In te rn a tio n a l contains m any 
s im ila r  instances, m ost recen tly  in the case o f the  F rench section.

Such a so lu tion  o f the th re a t o f a v io le n t s p lit  in  the A m e r i­
can section is the on ly  concrete one th a t can be made in  the 
present fa c tio n a l f ig h t.
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Resolutions On Organization Adopted by the Convention
(A D O P T E D  B V  T H E  C O N V E N T IO N )

I.

THE ORGANIZATION PRINCIPLES UPON 
WHICH THE PARTY WAS FOUNDED

The th ird  convention o f the S ocia lis t W orke rs  P a r ty  rea ffirm s 
the reso lu tion adopted by the Found ing Convention o f the S.W.P. 
•‘On the In te rn a l S itu a tio n  and the C haracte r o f the P a rty ,"  as 
fo llow s:

The S ocia lis t W orke rs  P a rty  is a revo lu tiona ry  M a rx ia n  pa rty , 
based on a de fin ite  program , whose a im  is the organ iza tion  o f 
the w o rk in g  class in the s trugg le  fo r  power and the tra n s fo rm a ­
tion  o f the e x is ting  social order. A l l  o f its  ac tiv itie s , its  methods 
and its  in te rn a l regim e are subord inated to th is  a im  and are de­
signed to  serve it .

O n ly a se lf-a c ting  and c ritica l-m in de d  m em bership is capable 
o f fo rg in g  and conso lida ting  such a p a r ty  and o f so lv ing its  
problem s by co llective though t, discussion and experience. F rom  
th is  fo llow s the need o f assuring the w idest p a r ty  democracy 
in  the ranks o f the o rgan iza tion .

The s trugg le  fo r  power organized and led by the revo lu ­
tio n a ry  p a r ty  is the m ost ru th less and irreconc ilab le  s trugg le  
in  a ll h is to ry . A  loose ly-kn it, heterogeneous, undiscip lined, un ­
tra in ed  organ iza tion  is u tte r ly  incapable o f accom plish ing such 
w o rld -h is to rica l tasks as the p ro le ta r ia t and the revo lu tiona ry  
p a rty  are con fronted w ith  in  the present era. T h is  is a ll the 
more em p ha tica lly  true  in  the l ig h t  o f the s in g u la r ly  d iff ic u lt 
pos ition  o f o u r p a r ty  and the e x tra o rd in a ry  persecution to  w h ich  
i t  is subject. F rom  th is  fo llow s the p a r ty ’s uncond itiona l demand 
upon a ll its  members fo r  com plete d isc ip line  in  a ll the pub lic  
a c tiv itie s  and actions o f the organ iza tion .

Leadership and cen tra lized d irec tion  are indispensable pre­
requis ites fo r  any sustained and discip lined action, especially 
in  the p a r ty  th a t sets its e lf  the a im  o f lead ing the co llective 
e ffo rts  o f the p ro le ta r ia t in  its  s trugg le  aga inst cap ita lism . 
W ith o u t a s trong  and f irm  C entra l Com m ittee, hav ing  the power 
to  act p ro m p tly  and e ffec tive ly  in  the name o f the p a r ty  and to 
supervise, coord inate and d irec t a ll its  a c tiv itie s  w ith o u t excep­
tion, the ve ry  idea o f a re vo lu tio n a ry  p a rty  is a meaningless jest.

I t  is fro m  these considerations, based upon the whole o f 
the experience o f w o rk in g  class s trugg le  th rou gh ou t the w o rld  
in  the la s t cen tury , th a t we derive  the Le n in is t p rinc ip le  o f o r­
ganization , nam ely, dem ocra tic  cen tra lism . The same experience 
has dem onstrated th a t there are no absolute guarantees fo r  the 
preserva tion  o f the p rinc ip le  o f dem ocratic cen tra lism , and no 
r ig id  fo rm u la  th a t can be set down in  advance, a p r io r i, fo r  the 
app lica tion  o f i t  under any and a ll c ircum stances. Proceeding 
fro m  ce rta in  fundam enta l conceptions, the problem  o f app ly ing  
the p rinc ip le  o f dem ocra tic cen tra lism  d iffe re n tly  under d iffe re n t 
conditions and stages o f developm ent o f the s trugg le , can be 
solved on ly  in  re la tio n  to  the concrete s itua tion , in  the course 
o f the tests and experience th rou gh  w h ich  the m ovem ent passes, 
and on the basis o f the m ost f r u i t f u l  and hea lthy  in te r-re la tio n ­
ship o f the lead ing bodies o f the p a r ty  and its  ran k  and file.

The Responsibilities of Leadership
The leadership o f the p a r ty  m ust be under the con tro l o f the 

m embership, its  po lic ies m ust a lw ays be open to c ritic ism , d is­
cuss ion 'and  re c tifica tio n  by the ra n k  and f ile  w ith in  p rope rly  
established fo rm s and lim its , and the leading bodies themselves 
sub ject to fo rm a l reca ll o r a lte ra tio n . The m em bership o f the 
p a r ty  has the r ig h t  to  demand and expect the g reatest respon­
s ib il i ty  fro m  the leaders precise ly because o f the  pos ition  they 
occupy in  the m ovem ent. The selection o f comrades to  the posi­
tions o f leadership means the con fe rrin g  o f an e x tra o rd in a ry  
respons ib ility . The w a rra n t fo r  th is  position m ust be proved, 
no t once, b u t con tinuous ly  by the leadership its e lf. I t  is under 
ob liga tion  to set the h ighest exam ple o f respons ib ility , devotion, 
sacrifice and com plete id en tifica tion  w ith  the p a r ty  its e lf and its  
d a ily  life  and action. I t  m ust d isp lay the a b il i ty  to  defend its  
policies before the m em bership o f the p a rty , and to  defend the 
line o f the  p a r ty  and the  p a r ty  as a whole before the w o rk in g  
class in  general.

Sustained p a r ty  a c tiv ity , no t broken o r d isrupted by ab rup t 
and d iso rie n tin g  changes, presupposes not on ly  a c o n tin u ity  o f 
t ra d it io n  and a system atic  developm ent o f p a r ty  po licy, bu t also 
the c o n tin u ity  o f leadership. I t  is  an im p o rta n t s ign o f a serious 
and f irm ly  con s titu ted  p a rty , o f a p a rty  re a lly  engaged In  p ro ­
ductive w o rk  in  the class s trugg le , th a t i t  th row s  up o u t o f its  
ranks cadres o f m ore o r less able lead ing comrades, tested fo r  
th e ir qua lities  o f endurance and trus tw orth iness , and th a t  i t  
thus insures a ce rta in  s ta b ility  and c o n tin u ity  o f leadership by 
such a cadre.

C o n tin u ity  o f leadership does not, however, s ig n ify  the au to­
m a tic  se lf-perpe tua tion  o f leadership. C onstant renewal o f its  
ranks by means o f additions and, when necessary, replacements, 
is  the on ly  assurance th a t the  p a rty  has, th a t its  leadership w i l l  
no t succumb to  the effects o f d ry -ro t, th a t i t  w il l n o t be burdened 
w ith  deadwood, th a t i t  w i l l  avoid the corros ion o f conservatism  
and d ile ttan tism , th a t i t  w i l l  no t be the ob ject o f con flic t between 
the older elements and the younger, th a t the old and basic cadre 
w il l  be refreshed by new blood, th a t the leadership as a whole 
w ill no t become pu re ly  bu reaucra tic  “ com m ittee m en" w ith  a life  
th a t is rem ote f ro n t the rea l life  o f the p a rty  and the ac tiv itie s  
o f the ra n k  and file.

Responsibilities of Membership
L ik e  leadership, m em bership its e lf in  the p a r ty  im p lies ce rta in  

defin ite  r ig h ts . P a r ty  m em bership confers the fu lle s t freedom  of 
discussion, debate and c r it ic is m  inside the ranks o f the pa rty , 
lim ite d  on ly  by such decisions and provis ions as are made by the 
p a r ty  its e lf  o r by bodies to  w h ich  i t  assigns th is  fun c tion . A f f i l i ­
a tion  to the p a rty  confers upon each m em ber the r ig h t  o f being 
dem ocra tica lly  represented a t a ll p o licy -m a k in g  assemblies o f 
the p a r ty  ( fro m  branch to na tiona l and in te rn a tio n a l conven tion), 
and the r ig h t  o f the fin a l and decisive vote in  de te rm in ing  the 
program , policies and leadership of the pa rty .

W ith  p a rty  r ig h ts , the m em bership has also ce rta in  defin ite 
ob ligations. The theo re tica l and p o lit ic a l cha rac te r o f the p a rty  is 
de term ined by its  program , w h ich  fo rm  the lines d e lim itin g  the 
revo lu tiona ry  p a r ty  fro m  a ll o th e r parties, groups and tendencies 
in  the w o rk in g  class. The f ir s t  o b lig a tio n  o f p a rty  m em bership 
is loya l acceptance o f the p ro g ra m  o f the p a rty  and reg u la r a ff il i­
a tion  to  one o f the basic u n its  o f the p a rty . The p a r ty  requires 
o f every m em ber the acceptance o f its  d iscip line and the c a rry ­
ing  on o f his a c t iv ity  in accordance w ith  the p ro g ra m  o f the 
p a rty , w ith  the decisions adopted by its  conventions, and w ith  
the policies fo rm u la ted  and d irected by the p a rty  leadership.

P a rty  m em bership im p lies the ob lig a tio n  o f one hundred per­
cent lo y a lty  to  the organ iza tion , the re jec tion  o f a ll agents o f 
other, hostile  groups in  its  ranks, and in to le rance o f divided 
loya lties  in  general. M em bership in  the p a r ty  necessitates a m in ­
im um  o f a c t iv ity  in  the o rgan iza tion , as established by the proper 
un it, and under the d irec tio n  o f the p a rty ; i t  necessitates the fu l­
f illm e n t o f a ll the tasks w h ich  the p a r ty  assigns to  each member. 
P a r ty  m em bership im p lies the o b lig a tio n  upon every m em ber to 
con tribu te  m a te r ia lly  to the support o f the organ iza tion  in  ac­
cordance w ith  his means.

A Party of Revolutionary Workers
F rom  the fo rego ing  i t  fo llow s  th a t the p a rty  seeks to  include 

in  its  ranks a ll the revo lu tiona ry , class conscious and m il ita n t  
w o rke rs  who stand on its  p rog ram  and are active  in  bu ild ing  
the m ovem ent in  a d iscip lined m anner. The revo lu tiona ry  M a rx ­
ian p a r ty  re jects n o t on ly  the a rb itra rin ess  and bureaucra tism  
o f the C om m unist p a rty , bu t also the spurious and deceptive 
“ a ll-inc lus iveness" o f the Thom as-Tyler-H oan S oc ia lis t p a rty , 
w h ich is a sham and a fraud . Experience has proved conclusively 
th a t th is  "a ll- inc lus iveness" paralyzes the p a r ty  in  general and 
and the re vo lu tio n a ry  le f t  w in g  in  p a rtic u la r, suppressing and 
bu rea ucra tica lly  hounding the la tte r  w h ile  g iv in g  free re in  to 
the r ig h t  w in g  to  com m it the  g rea tes t crim es in  the name o f 
socialism  and the p a rty . The S.W.P. seeks to  be inc lus ive on ly  
in  th is  sense: th a t i t  accepts in to  its  ranks those who accept

CANNON REPORTS ON ORGANIZATION

N a tio n a l Secre tary o f the  S ocia lis t W orke rs  P a r ty  R epo rt­
in g  on Problem s o f P a r ty  O rgan iza tion  a t the  Convention. 
S it t in g  Below  H im  is F a rre ll Dobbs, N a tio n a l Labor Secre tary 
o f the  S.W.P.

its  p rogram  and denies adm ission to those who re jec t its  p ro ­
gram .

The r ig h ts  o f each in d iv idua l member, as set fo r th  above, do 
no t im p ly  th a t the m em bership as a whole, nam ely, the p a rty  
its e lf, does no t possess r ig h ts  o f its  own. The p a rty  as a whole 
has the r ig h t  to  demand th a t its  w o rk  be no t d isrup ted and dis­
organized, and has the r ig h t  to  take a ll the measures wh ich it  
finds necessary to assure its  reg u la r and norm al function ing . 
The r ig h ts  o f any ind iv idua l m em ber are d is tin c t ly  secondary 
to the r ig h ts  o f the p a rty  m em bership as a whole. P a rty  democ­
racy means no t on ly  the m ost scrupulous pro tection  o f the r ig h ts  
o f a g iven m in o r ity , b u t also the pro tection  o f the ru le  o f the 
m a jo r ity . The p a r ty  is the re fo re  en title d  to  organize the discus­
sion and to determ ine its  fo rm s and lim its .

A ll in n e r-p a rty  discussion m ust be organized fro m  the po in t 
o f view  th a t the p a r ty  is no t a  discussion club, w h ich  debates 
in te rm in a b ly  on any a n d ' a il questions a t  arry and f i l l  times',' 
w ith o u t a r r iv in g  a t a b ind ing  decision th a t enables the o rgan iza­
tion  to act, b u t fro m  the po in t o f  view  th a t we are a d iscip lined 
p a r ty  o f revo lu tiona ry  action. The p a r ty  in  general no t on ly  has 
the r ig h t, there fore, to  organ ize the discussion in  accordance 
w ith  the requirem ents o f the s itua tion , b u t the low er un its  o f 
the p a rty  m ust be given the r ig h t,  in  the in te rests o f the 
s trugg le  against the d is rup tion  and d iso rgan iza tion  o f the p a rty 's  
w o rk , to  ca ll irresponsib le  ind iv idua ls  to  o rder and, i f  need be, 
to e ject them  fro m  the ranks.

The decisions o f the na tiona l p a r ty  convention are b ind ing  
on a ll p a rty  members w ith o u t exception and they- conclude the 
discussion on a ll these* disputed questions upon w h ich  a decision 
has been taken. A ny  p a r ty  m em ber v io la tin g  the decisions o f 
the  convention, o r  a tte m p tin g  to  rev ive  discussion in regard  to 
them  w ith o u t fo rm a l au tho riza tion  o f the p a rty , pu ts h im se lf 
the reby in  opposition to  the p a r ty  and fo r fe its  his r ig h t  to  m em ­
bership. A ll p a r ty  o rgan iza tions are authorized and ins tructed  to 
take any measures necessary to  enforce th is  rule.

I I .

THE ORGANIZATIONAL CONCLUSIONS 
OF THE PRESENT DISCUSSION

The Bo lshevik  p a r ty  o f Len in  is the on ly  p a r ty  in  h is to ry  
w h ich  successfully conquered and held sta te  power. The S.W.P., 
as a com bat o rgan iza tion , w h ich  aim s a t ach iev ing power in  th is  
coun try , models its  o rgan iza tion  fo rm s and m ethods a fte r  those 
o f the Russian B qlshevik pa rty , adap ting  them, n a tu ra lly , to 
the experience o f recent years and to concrete A m erican  condi­
tions.

The S.W.P. as a re vo lu tio n a ry  w o rkers  p a r ty  is based on the 
doctrines o f S c ien tific  Socialism  as embodied in  the p rinc ip a l 
w o rks  o f M arx , Engels, Len in  and T ro ts k y  and incorporated in  
the basic docum ents and resolutions o f the f irs t  fo u r  Congresses 
o f the C om m unist In te rn a tio n a l and o f the Conferences and Con­
gresses o f the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l.

The S.W.P. re jects the con tention  o f social dem ocrats, skep­
tics  and cap itu la to rs  d is illusioned in  the Russian revo lu tion , th a t 
there is an inevitab le  and o rgan ic  connection between Bolshevism  
and S ta lin ism . T h is  reac tiona ry  rev is ion o f M arx ism  is a cap itu ­
la tio n  to dem ocra tic  im peria lism . I t  is  capable o f producing on ly  
dem ora liza tion  and defeat in  the c r it ic a l tim es o f w a r and revo lu ­
tion .

The rise o f reaction on a w o rld  scale, accompanied and p ro­
duced by the disastrous course o f S ta lin ism  in  the w o rk in g  class 
movement, has ca tapu lted  a ll c e n tris t groups and pa rties  (Love- 
stoneites, Socia lis t p a rty , London B ureau) aw ay fro m  Bolshevism  
and in  the d irec tio n  o f social democracy. In  whole o r in  pa rt, 
a ll o f these groups a tte m p t to  id e n tify  Bolshevism  w ith  S ta lin ism . 
W ith o u t exception these groups are a ll in  a s ta te  of collapse and 
passing over to  the side o f the class enemy.

Petty-Bourgeoisie Transmits Skepticism
T h is  tendency ( S ouvarin ism ) has m anifested its e lf  in  leading 

c irc les o f ou r p a r ty  (B u rn ha m ) and in  ce rta in  sections o f the 
m embership. T h e ir skep tica l c ritic ism s  o f Bolshevism  express 
th e ir  p e tty  bourgeois com position and th e ir  dependence on bour­
geois pub lic  opinion. The p e tty  bourgeoisie is a n a tu ra l tra n s ­
m ission be lt c a rry in g  the theories o f reaction in to  the o rgan iza­
tions o f the w o rk in g  class.

Those who seek to  id e n tify  Bolshevism  w ith  S ta lin ism  concern 
themselves w ith  a  search fo r  guarantees aga inst the S ta lin is t 
degeneration o f the p a r ty  and the fu tu re  Soviet power. We re jec t 
th is  demand fo r  insurance as com ple te ly  und ia lec tica l and un ­
rea lis tic . O ur p a rty , in  the f irs t  instance, is concerned w ith  the 
s trugg le  fo r  s ta te  power, and the re fo re  w ith  c rea ting  a p a rty  
o rgan iza tion  capable o f leading the p ro le ta ria n  s trugg le  to  th is  
goal. There are no cons itu tiona l guarantees w h ich  can prevent 
degeneration. O n ly  the v ic to riou s  revo lu tion  can prov ide the 
necessary preconditions fo r  p reven ting  the degeneration o f the 
p a rty  and the fu tu re  Soviet power. I f  the p a r ty  fa ils  to  c a rry  
th rou gh  and extend the revo lu tion  the degeneration o f the p a r ty  
is inevitab le .

In so fa r as any guarantees are possible aga inst the degenera­

\

t io n  o f the p ro le ta ria n  p a rty , these can be obtained on ly  by edu­
c a tin g  the p a rty  in f irm  adherence to p rinc ip les  and by  a m erc i­
less s trugg le  against a ll personal and unprinc ip led  clique com­
b ina tions w ith in  the p a rty . The ou ts tand ing  exam ple o f th is  
clique fo rm a tio n  is the A be rn  group w h ich  is based so le ly on 
personal loya lties  and on rew ards o f honor and place w ith in  the 
p a r ty  fo r  those whose p r im a ry  lo y a lty  is to  the clique. The h is ­
to ry  o f the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l in  th is  cou n try  am p ly  reveals 
th a t such a clique, w ith  its  u t te r  d is regard  fo r  princip les, can 
become the repos ito ry  fo r  a lien class influences and agents o f 
enemy organ iza tions seeking to  d is ru p t the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l 
from  w ith in . The S.W.P. condemns the A be rn  clique as hostile  
to  the s p ir it  and m ethods o f B o lshevik  organ iza tion .

REVOLUTIONARY CENTRALISM
To ove rth row  the m ost po w erfu l ca p ita lis t ru lin g  class in  the 

w orld , the S.W.P. m ust be organized as a com bat p a r ty  on s trong  
c e n tra lis t lines. The reso lu tion  adopted a t the found ing  conven­
tion , gave a co rrec t in te rp re ta tio n  o f the p rinc ip le  o f dem ocra tic  
cen tra lism . I ts  emphasis was placed on the dem ocra tic  aspects 
o f th is  princ ip le . The p a rty  leadership has fa ith fu l ly  preserved 
the dem ocra tic r ig h ts  o f the m em bership since the found ing  con­
vention. I t  has g ranted the w idest la titu d e  o f discussion to  a ll d is­
sen ting  groups and ind iv idua ls. The d u ty  o f the incom ing  N a ­
tio n a l Com m ittee is to  execute the decisions o f the convention, 
a rrived  a t a fte r  the m ost tho rough  and dem ocratic discussion, 
and to  p e rm it no in fr in g e m e n t upon them.

Conditions, bo th  exte rna l and in  the in te rn a l developm ent of 
the pa rty , demand th a t steps now be taken  tow ards k n it t in g  the 
p a r ty  together, tow a rds  tig h te n in g  up its  a c tiv itie s  and ce n tra l­
iz ing  its  o rgan iza tion  s truc tu re . F o r the w o rk  o f pe ne tra ting  in to  
the w o rke rs ’ mass movem ent, fo r  the heavy s trugg les to come 
aga inst cap ita lism , fo r  the onerous conditions o f w ar, i t  is  im ­
pe ra tive  th a t a m ax im um  o f lo y a lty  be required o f every leader 
and every member, th a t a m ax im um  o f a c t iv ity  be required, th a t 
a s t r ic t  adherence to  d isc ip line  be demanded and r ig id ly  enforced.

THE PRESS
The p a r ty  press is the decisive pub lic  a g ita tio n a l and propa­

gand is t expression o f the Bo lshevik  o rgan iza tion . The policies 
o f the press are fo rm u la ted  on the basis o f the fundam enta l res­
o lu tions o f the congresses and conferences o f the In te rn a tio n a l, 
the conventions o f the p a rty , and decisions o f the N a tion a l Com­
m ittee  no t in  con flic t w ith  such resolutions. C ontro l o f the press 
is lodged d ire c tly  in  the hands o f the N a tion a l Com m ittee by the 
convention o f the p a rty . The d u ty  o f the ed ito rs is lo y a lly  to  in ­
te rp re t the decisions o f the convention in  the press.

Control of Public Discussion
The opening o f the p a r ty  press to discussion o f a p o in t of 

v iew  co n tra ry  to th a t o f the o ffic ia l leadership o f the p a r ty  or 
o f its  p ro g ra m m a tic  convention decisions m ust be con tro lled  by 
the N a tion a l Com m ittee w h ich  is ob liga ted to  regu la te  discus­
sion o f th is  cha rac te r in  such a w ay as to  g ive decisive emphasis 
to the p a r ty  line. I t  is the r ig h t  and d u ty  o f  the N a tion a l Com­
m ittee  to  veto any demand fo r  pub lic  discussion i f  i t  deems 
such discussion h a rm fu l to  the best in te rests  o f the p a rty .

The p e tty  bourgeois opposition in  our p a r ty  dem onstrates 
its  h o s tility  to  Bo lshevik  organ iza tion  by  its  demand th a t the m i­
n o r ity  be g ranted the r ig h t  to  tra n s fo rm  the press in to  a d is­
cussion organ fo r  d ia m e tr ic a lly  opposite program s. B y  th a t 
m ethod i t  w o u ljl take  the con tro l o f the press ou t o f the hands o f 
the N a tio n a l Com m ittee and subord inate i t  to any tem po rary , 
ana rch is tic  com bination  w h ich  can m ake its e lf  heard a t the m o­
ment.

B y  the same token, the demand o f the p e tty  bourgeois opposi­
t ion  fo r  an independent pub lic  organ, expounding a p rog ram  in  
opposition to  th a t o f the m a jo r ity  o f the p a rty , represents a 
com plete abandonm ent o f dem ocra tic  cen tra lism  and a cap itu la ­
tio n -to -th e  N orm an-Thom as type  o f “-a ll-inc lus ive ’’ p a r ty  w h ich  is 
inclusive o f a ll tendencies except the Bolshevik. The g ra n tin g  o f 
th is  demand fo r  a separate organ would destroy the cen tra lis t 
cha rac te r o f the p a rty , by c rea ting  dual cen tra l committees; 
dual ed ito ria l boards, dual treasuries, dual d is tr ib u tio n  agencies; 
divided loya lties  and a com plete breakdown o f a ll d iscip line. Un* 
der such conditions the p a r ty  w ou ld  ra p id ly  degenerate in to  ,t 
social dem ocra tic  o rgan iza tion  o r disappear fro m  the scene a lto  
gether. The convention ca tego rica lly  re jects the demand fo r  < 
dual organ.

LEADERSHIP
To bu ild  the com bat organ iza tion  capable o f conquering s ta rt 

power, the p a r ty  m ust have as its  general s ta ff a corps o f p ro­
fessional revo lu tion is ts  who devote th e ir  en tire  life  to the d i­
rection  and the b u ild in g  o f the p a r ty  and its  influence in  the 
mass movem ent. M em bership in  the leading s ta ff o f the p a rty , the 
N a tion a l Com m ittee, m ust be made con tingen t on a complete 
subord ina tion  o f the life  o f the  candidate to  the p a rty . A ll m em ­
bers o f the N a tion a l C om m ittee  m ust devote fu ll- t im e  ac tiv itie s  
to  p a rty  w ork , o r be prepared to  do so a t the demand o f the 
N a tion a l Com m ittee.

In  the s trugg le  fo r  power, the p a rty  demands the greatest 
sacrifices o f its  members. O n ly  a leadership selected fro m  among 
those who dem onstra te in  the s trugg le  the qu a litie s  o f single« 
ness o f purpose, uncond itiona l lo y a lty  to  the p a r ty  and revolu 
t io n a ry  firm ness o f character, can insp ire  the m em bership w ith  
a s p ir it  o f unsw erv ing  devotion and lead the p a rty  in  its  s trugg le  
fo r  power.

The p a rty  leadership m ust, fro m  tim e  to tim e, be infused w ith  
new blood, p r im a r ily  fro m  its  p ro le ta ria n  sections. W orke rs  who 
show prom ise and a b il i ty  th rough  a c t iv ity  in  the un ion m ovem ent 
and its  s tr ik e  s trugg les should be elevated to  the lead ing com ­
m ittees o f the p a rty  in  order to  estab lish a m ore d ire c t connec­
tion  between the lead ing com m ittee  and the  w o rke rs ’ movement, 
and in  order to  t ra in  the w o rke r-B o lshev ik  fo r  the task  o f p a rty  
d irec tio n  itse lf.

The p a r ty  m ust select fro m  its  younger m embers those q u a li­
fied, ta lented and p rom is ing  elem ents who can be tra in ed  fo r  
leadership. The road o f the s tuden t you th  to the p a r ty  leadership 
m ust no t and cannot be fro m  the class room  o f the h igh  school 
and college d ire c tly  in to  the lead ing com m ittee. They m ust f ir s t  
prove themselves. They m ust be sent w ith o u t h igh-sounding t it le s  
in to  w o rk in g  class d is tr ic ts  fo r  day-to -day w o rk  am ong the p ro le ­
ta r ia t. The young s tudent m ust serve an apprenticesh ip in the 
w o rke rs ’ m ovem ent before he can be considered as candidate fo r  
the N a tion a l Com m ittee.

PROLETARIANS THE PARTY
The w o rk in g  class is the on ly  class in  m odern society th a t is 

progressive and t ru ly  revo lu tiona ry . O n ly the w o rk in g  class is 
capable o f saving hu m a n ity  fro m  barbarism . O nly a revo lu tiona ry  
p a r ty  can lead the p ro le ta r ia t to  the rea liza tion  o f th is  h is to ric  
m ission. To achieve power, the revo lu tiona ry  p a r ty  m ust be deeply 
rooted am ong the w orkers, i t  m ust be composed p redom inan tly  o f 
w o rke rs  and en joy the respect and confidence o f the w orkers.

W ith o u t such a com position i t  is  im possib le to  bu ild  a p ro­
g ra m m a tic a lly  f irm  and d iscip lined organ iza tion  w h ich  can ac­
com plish these grandiose tasks. A  p a r ty  o f non-w orkers is nec­
essarily  sub ject to  a ll the reac tiona ry  influences o f skeptic ism , 
cynic ism , soul-sickness and c a p itu la to ry  despa ir tra n s m itte d  to 
i t  th rou gh  its  pe tty -bourgeo is  environm ent.

To tra n s fo rm  the S.W.P. in to  a p ro le ta ria n  p a r ty  o f action, 
p a r tic u la r ly  in  the present period o f reaction , i t  is  no t enough 
to  continue propagand is tic  a c tiv itie s  in  the hope th a t by an au to ­
m a tic  process w o rke rs  w i l l  flock to  the banner o f the p a rty . I t  
is necessary, on the c o n tra ry , to m ake a concerted, determ ined 
and system atic  e ffo rt, consciously d irected by the lead ing com ­
m ittees o f the p a rty , to  penetra te the w o rke rs  m ovem ent, es­
tab lish  the roo ts  o f the p a r ty  in  the trade  unions, the mass labor 
organ iza tions and in  the w o rkers  neighborhoods and re c ru it 
w o rke r m ilita n ts  in to  the ranks o f the  p a rty .

Steps to Proletarianize the Party
To p ro le ta rian ize  the p a rty , the fo llo w in g  steps are im pera ­

tive :
1. The en tire  p a r ty  m em bership m ust be d irected tow ards

RESOLUTION ON DISCIPLINE
(A D O P T E D  B Y  T H E  C O N V E N T IO N )

H a v in g  heard the dec la ra tion  made to  the convention by 
the representa tive  o f the m in o r ity  to  the effect th a t, regardless 
o f the decision o f the convention, the m in o r ity  w i l l  pub lish  a 
paper o f its  own in opposition to the press o f the p a rty , the c o n ­
ven tion  sta tes:

1. The th re a t is an a tte m p t o f a pe tty-bourgeo is m in o r ity  to  
impose its  w i l l  upon the p a r ty  in  opposition  to the p rinc ip les  o f 
dem ocra tic  cen tra lism  w h ich  alone can assure the u n ity  o f a 
re vo lu tio n a ry  com bat p a rty . The convention ca te go rica lly  re ­
jec ts  the u ltim a tu m  o f the m in o r ity  and declares th a t any a t­
tem p t on the p a r t o f any in d iv id u a l o r  g roup  to  execute i t  and 
to  issue o r d is tr ib u te  any pu b lica tio n  in  opposition to  the o ffic ia l 
press o f the p a r ty  is incom patib le  w ith  m em bership in  the p a rty .

2. A l l  p a r ty  organ iza tions are in s tru c te d  to  expel fro m  the  
p a rty  any m em ber o r m em bers v io la tin g  th is  convention decision. 
The N a tion a l C om m ittee  o r  its  P o lit ic a l C om m ittee  are em power­
ed and in s tru c te d  by the convention to  expel any re g u la r o r a lte r­
nate m em ber o r m embers o f the N.C. o r P.C. who m ay p a rtic ip a te  
in  any such v io la tio n . The N.C. o r the P.C. is in s tru c te d  to  im ­
m ed ia te ly  expel and reorganize any p a r ty  u n it  o r executive 
com m ittee  fa il in g  to  ac t p ro m p tly  in  the execution o f the above 
in s tru c tion s  in  regard  to  any m em ber o r members under its  
Jurisd ic tion  who m ay v io la te  the convention decisions.

ro o tin g  its e lf  in  the fac tories , m ills , etc., and tow ards in te g ra tin g  
its e lf  in  the unions and w o rke rs ’ mass o rgan iza tions.

2. Those members o f the p a r ty  w ho are no t w o rke rs  sha ll be 
assigned to  w o rk  in la bo r organ iza tions, in  w o rke rs ’ ne ighbor­
hoods and w ith  the w o rk e r-fra c tio n s  o f the p a r ty — to  assist them  
and learn fro m  them . A l l  unem ployed m em bers m ust belong to  
and be active  in  o rgan iza tions  o f the unemployed.

Those p a rty  members who find  i t  im possib le a fte r  a re a ­
sonable period o f tim e  to  w o rk  in  a  p ro le ta ria n  m ilie u  and to  
a t t ra c t  to  the p a rty  w o rke r m ilita n ts  sha ll be trans fe rre d  
fro m  p a r ty  m em bership to  the  ra n k  o f sym path izers. Special 
o rgan iza tions o f sym path ize rs m ay be fo rm ed fo r  th is  p u r­
pose.

Above a ll the s tuden t and unem ployed you th  m ust be sent 
in to  in d u s try  and invo lved in the li fe  and s trugg les o f the w o rk ­
ers. System atic, exceptional and pe rs is ten t e ffo rts  m ust be made 
to  assist the in te g ra tio n  o f ou r unem ployed you th  in to  in d u s try  
despite the res tric ted  fie ld  o f em ploym ent.

L a ck in g  connection w ith  the w o rke rs ’ m ovem ent th ro u g h  fa i l­
ure o r in a b ility  to ge t jobs in  in d u s try  o r m em bership in  unions, 
the s tudent and unem ployed you th  are subeject to  te r r if ic  pres­
sure fro m  the p e tty  bourgeois w orld . A  la rge  section o f the you th  
m em bership o f the S.W.P. and Y.P.S .L. adopted the  p rog ram  o f 
the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l, b u t b ro ug h t w ith  them  the tra in in g  and 
hab its  o f the social dem ocra tic  m ovem ent, w h ich  are fa r  re­
moved fro m  the s p ir it  o f the p ro le ta rian  revo lu tion .

These s tuden t elements can tra n s fo rm  the p rog ram  o f the 
F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l fro m  the pages o f books and pam phlets 
in to  l iv in g  re a lity  fo r  themselves and fo r  the p a r ty  on ly  by in ­
te g ra tin g  themselves in  the w o rke rs  m ovem ent and b re ak ing  i r ­
revocab ly fro m  th e ir  previous environm ent. Unless they fo llo w  
th i3  road the y  are in  constant danger o f s lipp ing  back in to  th e ir  
fo rm e r social dem ocra tic hab its  o r in to  com plete apa thy  and pes­
s im ism  and thus be lo s t fo r  the re vo lu tio n a ry  movem ent.

3. To a t t ra c t  and to  hold w o rke rs  in  the ranks  o f the p a rty , 
i t  is necessary th a t the in te rn a l life  o f the p a r ty  be d ra s tic a lly  
transfo rm ed. The p a r ty  m ust be cleansed o f the  discussion club 
atmosphere, o f an irresponsib le  a tt itu d e  tow ards assignm ents, o f 
a cyn ica l and sm art-a leck  disrespect fo r  the p a rty .

Organizing Real Campaigns
P a rty  a c t iv ity  m us t be lifte d  ou t o f d ragg ing , d a ily  rou tine  

and reorganized on the basis o f cam paigns w h ich  are re a lis tic a lly  
ad justed to  the demands and d irec tio n  o f the w o rke rs  movem ent. 
These cam paigns m us t n o t be sucked o u t o f the thu m b o f some 
fu n c tio n a ry  in  a  p a r ty  office, b u t m us t arise as a resu lt o f the 
connections o f the p a r ty  w ith  the w o rke rs ’ m ovem ent and the in ­
dicated d ire c tio n  o f the masses in  specific s itua tions.

A ll p a rty  a g ita tio n  cam paigns, especia lly in  the next period, 
m ust be d irected p r im a r ily  a t those w o rke rs ’ groups and o rg a ­
n izations in  w h ich  we are a tte m p tin g  to  ga in  a foo tho ld  and 
a t t ra c t  menibers. General a g ita tio n  addressed to  the w o rk in g  
class as a whole o r the pub lic  in  general m ust be re la ted to  those 
specific aims.

The press m ust gear its  a g ita tio n  in to  the a c t iv ity  conducted 
am ong specific w o rke rs ' groups so as to  tra n s fo rm  the p a r ty  
paper fro m  a l i te ra ry  o rgan  in to  a w o rke rs ’ o rgan izer. The in ­
te g ra tio n  o f the p a r ty  in to  the w o rke rs ’ movem ent, and the tra n s ­
fo rm a tio n  o f the p a r ty  in to  a p ro le ta ria n  o rgan iza tion , are in ­
dispensable fo r  the progress o f the p a rty . Successful achievem ent 
o f th is  in te rn a l tra n s fo rm a tio n  is a thousand^tiines m ore im p o r­
ta n t than  any am ount o f em p ty  phrases about “ p repa ra tion  o f 
the p a r ty  fo r  w a r.”  T h is  tra n s fo rm a tio n  is, in  fa c t, the on ly  
rea l p re pa ra tion  o f the p a r ty  fo r  w ar, combined o f course w ith  
the necessary technica l ad justm ents  in  o rgan iza tion  form s.

The S.W.P. m ust adhere to  the princ ip les  and p rog ram  o f the 
F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l, tra n s fo rm  its e lf  [into a de m ocra tica lly  
cen tra lized  B o lshev ik  organ iza tion , in te g ra te  its e lf  in to  the w o rk  
ers m ovem ent. On th a t basis, and on th a t basis alone, can the 
p a r ty  m eet the tes t o f the w a r, surv ive  the w a r and go fo rw a rd  
to  its  g re a t goa l— the estab lishm ent o f a W orke rs  Republic in  
the U n ited  States.

SUPPLEMENTARY RESOLUTION ON 
THE ORGANIZATION QUESTION

(A D O P T E D  B Y  T H E  C O N V E N T IO N )
In  o rder to assure the concen tra tion  o f the p a r ty  m em bership 

on p ra c tica l w o rk  under the m ost favo rab le  in te rn a l conditions, 
to safeguard the u n ity  o f the p a r ty  and to  provide guarantees 
fo r  the p a r ty  r ig h ts  o f the m in o r ity , the convention adopts the 
fo llo w in g  special measures:

1. The discussion in  the p a r ty  branches on the con trovers ia l 
issues is to be concluded w ith  the convention decisions and the 
reports  o f the delegates to  th e ir  branches. I t  m ay be resumed 
on ly  by a u tho riza tion  o f the N a tio n a l Com m ittee.

2. In  o rder to acqua in t the p a r ty  sym path ize rs and the rad ica l 
labo r pub lic  w ith  a ll aspects, o f the disputes, and the opin ions 
o f both sides, the N.C. sha ll pub lish  in  sym posium  fo rm  the m ost 
im p o rta n t a rtic le s  on the Russian question and the o rgan iza tion  
question. These sym posia sha ll be jo in t ly  ed ited and each side 
m ay select the a rtic les  i t  w ishes to  publish.

3. As an exceptiona l measure in  the present circum stances, the 
discussion m ay be continued in  lite ra ry  fo rm  i f  the representa­
tives o f e ith e r side, o r both, so desire. A rt ic le s  dea ling  w ith  
the the o re tica l-sc ie n tific  aspects o f the disputed questions m ay be 
published in  the N ew  In te rn a tio n a l. P o lit ic a l discussion a rtic les  
are to  be published in  a m o n th ly  In te rn a l B u lle tin , issued by the 
N.C., under jo in t  ed ito rsh ip  o f the convention m a jo rity a n d  m i­
n o rity .

4. The N.C. sha ll pub lish  a ll reso lu tions considered by the 
convention, those re jected as w e ll as those adopted. E d ito r ia l 
com m ent sha ll be re s tr ic te d  to  defense o f the adopted positions.

5. The decisions o f the p a r ty  convention m ust be accepted 
by a ll under the ru les o f dem ocra tic  cen tra lism . S tr ic t  d isc ip line  
in  action  is to be required o f a ll p a r ty  members.

6. No measures are to  be taken  aga inst any p a r ty , m em ber 
because o f the v iews expressed in  the p a r ty  discussion. Nobody 
is ob liged to  renounce h is  opin ions. There is no p ro h ib it io n  o f 
fac tions. The m in o r ity  is to  be g iven  representa tion  in  the lead ing 
p a r ty  com m ittees and assured fu l l  o p p o rtu n ity  to  p a rtic ip a te  in  
a l l phases o f p a r ty  w o rk .
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FIGHT W ITH THE SOCIALIST 
WORKERS PARTY FOR:

1. A  job  and a decent liv in g  fo r  every w orker.
2 . Open the  Idle factories— operate them  under 

w o rke rs ’ con tro l.
8. A  T w e n ty -B illio n  d o lla r Federal pub lic  w o rks  

and housing program .
4. T h ir ty - th ir ty — $30-weekly m in im um  wage— 80- 

hour w eekly m axim um  fo r  a ll w o rke rs  on a ll Jobs.
5. T h ir ty  d o lla r w eekly old-age and d isa b ility  

pension.
6. E xp ro p ria te  the S ix ty  Fam ilies.
7. A l l  w a r funds to  the  unemployed.
8. A  people's re ferendum  on any and a ll wars.
9. N o secret d ip lom acy.

10. A n  Independent La bo r P a rty .
11. W orkers ’ Defense Guards aga inst v ig ila n te  and 

Fasc is t a ttacks .
12. F u ll social, p o lit ic a l and economic equa lity  fo r 

the N egro people.

This Is Not Our War
The decision of the Anglo-French Supreme 

W ar Council, last week, to cut off supplies from 
Germany at all costs, meant the arrival of a new 
stage in the war.

That this was the consequence o f the Anglo- 
French decision was well-understood Even the 
pro-A lly American press made no bones about it. 
Monday’s New York Times said it plainly 

'enough in its editoria l:
“ Like a roll of distant thunder, the new A l­

lied blockade policy portends a stormy time for 
the neutrals. There is no telling when or where 
lightning w ill strike in the form of a serious 
dispute with the Allies.”

The most the Times could say in smoothing 
the matter over was that “ the Allies have not yet 
exhausted the possibilities o f diplomacy in deal­
ing with the iron ore shipments from Scandin­
avia.”  That “ not yet,”  from an ardent Anglo­
phile paper, has a world of meaning! And in con­
clusion the Times was constrained to say quite 
fra nk ly :

“ I t  is an Allied variant of the game of 
‘peaceful’ intimidation which Germany has 
been playing in Rumania; the next few weeks 
should show which o f the two w ill score the 
first success.”

Quite clear— on Monday. Instead of weeks, 
h'owever, the'explosion took hours. British vio­
lation o f Norwegian neutrality, culminating in 
the taking over of Norwegian waters for B ri­
tish mining operations, was countered by Nazi 
occupation o f Denmark and the march into Nor­
way. Whereupon what was clear on Monday be­
came very much muddied on Wednesday.

For then the American press proceeded to 
scream to high heaven about Germany’s “ crime 
against civilization”  and to whitewash the plain 
and simple facts about the role which Britain 
had played in transforming Norway into a bat­
tlefield.

We single out for particular comment the 
leading editorial in the New York Herald T rib ­
une o f Wednesday, A pril 10. It  is especially sig­
nificant because the Tribune is the leading Re­
publican daily and the Republicans have not been 
averse to posing as being opposed to Roosevelt’s 
headlong drive to carry America into the Allied 
war camp. Entitled “ A  Crime Against Civiliza­
tion,”  it wrings such tears as it can out o f a con­
trast between Scandinavia now and yesterday; in 
the process, the yesterday becomes a fantastic 
picture: “ Nowhere else in the whole world had 
learning and well-being been so widely shared 
. . . There man lived a complete life. . . .”  etc., etc. 
But all this is merely preparation for this omin­
ous declaration:

“ I f  these acts (o f Germany) can go unpun­
ished, what security remains for any people? 
What hope is there fo r the survival o f liberty 
or civilization, as we knew it, anywhere?

“ . . . W ith  their eyes single to their nation­
al interest, Americans must once more take 
sights, fix their position and determine their 
‘course . . . Calmly and steadily the country 
must decide.”
Decide fo r war, o f course— that is what the

Tribune wants. By this extraordinary declara­
tion, the leading Republican organ gives Roose­
velt a free hand. “ Partisan”  politics is subordin­
ated to the interests which they hold in common 
— the interests o f the American ruling class. 
That class, the capitalist class, driven by the 
permanent economic crisis at home, is impelled 
to seek a “ way out”  by gobbling up more and 
more of the markets o f the world. Finland, N or­
way, tomorrow Belgium or Holland— these are 
the pretexts; the reality is the desperate, all- 
consuming need fo r expansion.

Thus, it becomes clear, the needs of the Amer­
ican ruling class arc in direct conflict with the 
needs of the American working class. There is 
the soil o f the class struggle, o f class war, and 
not in the mind o f any “ agitator.”

The intelligent American worker doesn’t care, 
and shouldn’t care, whether England or Germany 
“ first”  invaded Norway. The intelligent Ameri­
can worker doesn’t  care, and shouldn’t care, 
which gang o f imperialist bandits wins. “ Amer­
ica's needs”  mean one thing to the boss and an 
entirely different thing to the workers. The boss 
needs foreign markets, control o f foreign raw 
material and new spheres o f influence abroad, 
but the worker needs nothing more than this 
gigantic production machine and granary which 
America is.

We, the workers, the producers in factory 
and field, we don’t need to send abroad that 
which is not ours We want for ourselves every­
thing which this, the most productive country in 
the world can produce. Let the workers take over 
control o f the factories, expropriate the Sixty 
Families, cut the hours o f work to a 30-hour 
week, give every man and woman a job and a 
decent liv ing— and there’d be no economic crisis, 
there’d be no drive to “ solve”  the crisis by ex­
pansion— and war— abroad.

Roosevelt, backed by the entire capitalist class 
— that is the meaning of the Tribune editorial—  
w ill drive toward war now at an entirely new 
rate of speed. He cannot he stopped merely by 
“ anti-war”  propaganda. He can be stopped only 
i f  the American working class breaks the politic­
al and economic power o f the capitalist class. The 
struggle against war is the struggle against capi­
talism, nothing more or less.

Lewis’ Auto Speeches
John L . Lewis has a reputation for being a 

bold man afraid o f nothing. But John L. Lewis 
played “ possum”  in F lin t and Detroit last week 
end.

He talked a lot about the war and unemploy­
ment and bad economic conditions. Yet he never 
said a single word about how the auto workers 
w ill find a way out o f the blind alley of low 
annual wages, unemployment and insecurity.

What was John L. Lewis afraid of? The auto 
workers or the auto bosses or both? Or didn’t 
he know what to say? Every man that works on 
the line in the General Motors plants in Detroit 
and F lin t knows what the answer is to unem­
ployment: T H E  T H IR T Y  H O U R  W E E K  A T  
FO R TY  HO URS PAY.

The last convention of the U A W  adopted that 
demand unanimously. The auto workers’ cam- 
paing paper fo r the N LR B  elections, called GM  
Facts, says the 30 hour week at 40 hours pay is 
the only answer to the auto workers problems. 
W hy didn’t  Lewis talk about how to get it in his 
speeches ?

Was he afraid that the auto workers are too 
weak to get into a scrap for the 30 hour week? 
Well, the tens of thousands o f auto workers in 
F lin t and in Detroit who turned out to hear him 
were the same fighting men that licked General 
Motors in 1937 and have kept them licked all 
these years and w ill wipe out Mr. M artin and his 
A F L  in the forthcoming election. D idn’t Lewis 
know that? Is John L. losing his eyesight?

Was Lewis scared o f the b ig-front stuffed 
shirts that claim to own the General Motors? I f  
he was frightened at the thought o f going to the 
mat with General Motors fo r the 30 hour week 
he must have been a pretty lonely man at those 
meetings We can’t prove by legal evidence what 
was in the hearts o f the sit-down veterans, who 
fought the National Guard to a standstill, who 
made the famous battle o f Bull’s Run, as they 
listened to Lewis dodge all around the basic is­
sue. But we’d bet our bottom dollar they were 
pretty disappointed at his speech. We bet they 
wanted to hear him say: “ Now we fight.”

The time is coming when Lewis w ill have to 
quit playing “ possum.”  The auto workers are 
going to sweep the elections in GM. But the auto 
workers want something more than paper bal­
lots— they can’t feed their kids on that kind of 
soup.

The auto workers want jobs. That means the 
30 hour week at 40 hours pay. And they know 
General Motors is the place to start. Lewis w ill 
have to make up his mind whether he’s going 
along.

The handwriting is on the wall. I t  spells: 
T H IR T Y  HO URS W O R K  A T  FO R TY 
H O U R  P A Y

The leaders of the CIO and the U A W  better 
learn how to read.

Return to Two-A-Week Appeal
Voted by S. W. P. Convention

(Continued fro m  Page 1) 
n o t ye t d ire c tly  connected w ith  
mass organ izations. The conven­
tion  g ranted no exceptions to  the 
r u l j  th a t p a r ty  members m ust 
lin k  themselves to  the w orkers. 
I f  no t in unions, they can serve 
as helpers to trade unionists.

How  the you th , women, unem­
ployed and non-professional m em ­
bers m ay thus expand p a r ty  W ork 
was am p ly  dem onstrated in  the 
in s p ir in g  reports  fro m  various 
centers. One g roup  o f non-w orker 
members specializes in se lling  the 
Appeal to w o rke rs  a t a labo r 
tem ple and a power house. A n ­
o ther group were "co lon ized”  in 
an in d u s try  and Duilt a pow erfu l 
union. Several oppo rtun ities  fo r  
m ore such avenues in to  in d u s try  
fo r  non-p ro le ta rians were cited 
by the trade un ion reporters.

P lans fo r  w o rkers  d e f e n s e  
guards, fo r  re c ru it in g  women 
w orkers, fo r  expanding the Negro 
depa rtm ent o f the p a rty , fo r  ac­
tive  w o rkers  conferences to  co­
o rd ina te  w o rk  by d is tr ic ts , and 
m any o the r concrete deta ils  were 
elaborated. T h a t the expansion 
o f a ll these de ta ils  necessitated 
expansion o f the pa rty 's  popu lar 
press was fe lt  in s tinc tive ly . The

w orkers  found the answer in  the 
spontaneous demand fo r  doub ling 
the issuance o f the A P P E A L .

O ther dem onstra tions o f the 
same s p ir it  came in  o ther fields. 
The m ost m oving m om ent o f the 
convention was the ova tion  ac­
corded Comrade M unis, veteran 
o f the Spanish c iv il w ar, and re­
presenting the M exican section 
o f the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l and 
the Spanish refugees now in M ex­
ico or in  F rench concen tra tion  
camps. The en tire  convention 
jum ped to  its  fee t in  spontaneous 
tr ib u te  to a f ig h te r who sym bo l­
izes in te rn a tio n a l s o lid a rity  o f the 
p ro le ta r ia t.

A ga in , the p ro le ta rian  cadres of 
the p a r ty  thundered applause a t 
the reading o f a g re e tin g  sent 
fro m  the convention to  Comrade 
Leon T ro tsky .

A ga in  and again, the conven­
tion  reached a h igh p itch  o f revo­
lu tio n a ry  fe rv o r when fra te rn a l 
delegates fro m  the R evo lu tiona ry  
Socia lis t P a rty  o f Chile and the 
Socia lis t W orkers  League o f Ca­
nada to ld  how repressions had 
served on ly  to  spur those parties 
to  g re a te r s trugg les against cap­
ita l is t  im peria lism , in s taunch ad­
herence to  the M arx ia n  p rinc ip les 
o f the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l.

R is ing  enthusiasm  o f the w o rk ­
er-delegates was on ly  fired  the 
m ore as the trade  union discus­
sions drew  an ever c leare r line 
o f d is tin c tio n  between the p ro ­
le ta ria n  m a jo r ity  o f the p a rty  
and the pe tty -bourgeo is  m in o rity .

A lre a d y  the m a jo r ity  has seen 
th is  pe tty -bourgeo is  m in o r ity  de­
feated on the theore tica l plane, 
in a day and a h a lf o f debate on 
the Russian and organ iza tion  
questions. T h is  debate is de­
scribed in  de ta il in  ano the r s to ry  
in  th is  issue.

Convention decisions were thus 
the answer n o t on ly  to w o rld  im ­
pe ria lism  bu t to  rev is ion is t ele­
m ents w ith in  the p a rty . The 28- 
page trade  un ion reso lu tion c lear­
ly  aimed the SW P tow a rd  “ an 
aroused p ro le ta r ia t, f ig h tin g  on a 
class s trugg le  basis,”  as the on ly 
m ovem ent capable o f sm ashing 
the cam paign to p lunge Am erican 
w o rke rs  in to  another blood-bath 
o f im p e ria lis t w ar.

"E v e ry  p a r ty  m em ber,”  states 
the reso lu tion, “ m u s t  find his 
place in  the mass m ovem ent”  to 
prepare aga inst M -day, to  assure 
aga inst degeneration q f the pa rty , 
and to  bu ild  fo r  the eventual 
seizure o f power by the w orkers.

SWP Reaffirms Policy 
O f Defense of USSR

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
The m a jo r ity  and m in o r ity  res­

o lu tions  on the Russian question 
have a lready been published, to ­
ge ther w ith  discussion a rtic les, in  
the la s t tw o  issues o f the New 
In te rn a tio n a l, and w ill be re p r in t­
ed in next week’s S ocia lis t A p ­
peal. A ll the reso lu tions o f both 
m a jo r ity  and m in o r ity  on the  o r­
gan iza tion  question are p rin ted  
in  th is  issue.

Seven M onths’ Discussion 
The convention concluded a 

seven-m onths’ discussion on these 
questions. The dispute flared up 
a fte r  the s ig n in g  o f the S ta lin - 
H it le r  pact, when the m in o r ity  
in it ia te d  an a tte m p t to  revise ou r 
program .

Tow ard the pact and its  conse­
quences, the m a jo r ity  held, the 
same princ ip les were va lid  as. had 
been elaborated by the F o u rth  In ­
te rna tion a l tow a rd  the Franco- 
Soviet pact and the preceding re­
ac tio na ry  steps in  fo re ign  po licy 
taken by the  S ta lin is t bureauc­
racy.

P e tty-B ourgeo is  O pposition
The proposal to. revise the p ro­

gram  fo llo w in g  the S ta lin -H itle r- 
pact could on ly  be characterized, 
the m a jo r ity  pointed out, as a ca­
p itu la tio n  to  the pressure o f 
“ dem ocra tic”  pub lic  o p i n i o n ,  
w h ich  approved the F ranco -S ov i­
et pact bu t denounced the H it le r -  
S ta lin  pact. The petty-bourgeo is 
com position o f the m in o rity , i t  
was po inted out, made i t  p a rtic u ­
l a r  susceptible to  such pressure.

The seven m onths’ discussion in 
the p a r ty  was conducted w ith  the 
u tm ost democracy. A l l  a rtic les  
subm itted  by any m em ber o f the 
p a rty  and t’he o ffic ia l representa­
tives o f the contend ing fac tions 
e ith e r were p rin ted  in  the 13 is ­
sues o f the In te rn a l B u lle tin  d is­
tr ibu te d  th rou gh ou t the p a r ty  o r 
were issued in  m im eograph fo rm  
by each o f the fa c tio n s—in  a ll 
hundreds o f thousands o f words.

W hen the issues had become 
fun dam e n ta lly  c lear to  the m em ­
bership, the pages o f the New In ­
te rna tion a l were opened to  the 
discussion in  o rder to acqua in t 
the sym path ize rs o f our p a rty  
w ith  the issues involved in  the 
in te rn a l s trugg le .

In  add ition , w eek ly  discussions 
were organized a t branch m eet­
ings, w ith  speakers fro m  the 
contend ing fac tio ns  and w ith  the 
floo r open to  discussion by every 
m em ber o f the pa rty .

B urnham  M in o r ity  Spokesman 
The position  o f the m in o r ity  

upon the question o f the class 
na tu re  o f the Soviet U n ion and

its  defense by the w o rk in g  class 
was presented a t the convention 
by James B urnham . He m a in ta in ­
ed th a t the class na tu re  o f the 
USSR is irre leva n t, and th a t i t  
does not a ffect the p o lit ic a l posi­
t io n  o f defense o r defeatism  one 
w ay o r  the other.

The position o f defense as held 
by the m a jo r ity  o f the p a rty , 
Burnham  argued, was no th in g  
less than a " le f t  cover fo r  S ta lin ­
ism  and H it le r ’s ideolog ica l n o rth ­
ern fro n t.”

Goldman M a jo r ity  Speaker

F o r the m a jo r ity  pos ition , A l­
be rt Goldman was the m ain 
speaker. He a ttacked  B urnham ’s 
position as a n ti-M a rx is t, in  view  
o f the fa c t th a t M a rx is ts  deter­
m ine th e ir  a tt itu d e  tow a rd  a 
g iven sta te  by ana lyz ing  its  class 
na tu re  and its  re la tionsh ip  to  the 
w orld  p ro le ta r ia t in  the s trugg le  
aga inst cap ita lism .

The Soviet U n ion he charac­
terized as a “ degenerated w o rk ­
ers ’ s ta te ,”  based on ■ nationalized 
prope rty , the basic conquest of 
the October revo lu tion , w h ich  we 
defend aga inst im peria lism  w h ile  
c a rry in g  on the m ost determ ined 
s trugg le  to  ove rth row  the S ta lin ­
is t bureaucracy.

W orke rs ’ A rgu m en ts

In  the discussion, M anny M ills , 
a M id -W est steel w o rk e r dele­
gate, opposed B urnham ’s concep­
tions by lik e n in g  the Soviet U n ­
ion to  a trade  union. "The revo­
lu tio n a ry  w o rk e r a lw ays and a t 
a ll tim es fig h ts  the co rru p t and 
c lass-co llabora tion is t leaders o f a 
union. B u t a t the same tim e  we 
are the best figh te rs  in  defense of 
the union against any boss a t­
ta ck .”

One o f the m ost s ig n ifica n t 
speeches in  the discussion was 
delivered by a N egro w o rke r del­
egate fro m  O akland, C a lifo rn ia .

"T he re  are those who t r y  to  
te ll the  N egro w o rke rs  th a t 
S ta lin  o r H it le r  are our m ain 
enemies,”  he declared. "T he  
oppressed colon ia l peoples o f 
A fr ic a  and Asia, w ho have had 
the  experience o f 200 years o f 
E ng lish  and F rench  exp lo ita ­
tion , are no t so easily swung in ­
to  line  by th e  c ry  o f ‘H it le r ’ o r 
‘S ta lin .’ So fa r  as the  colon ia l 
masses are concerned, they  can­
no t see any rea l difference be­
tween the im p e ria lis t policies 
o f H it le r  o r Cham berla in . The 
Negro w o rkers  in  A m erica  
know  who oppress them — the 
A m erican  bosses. A nd  the co l­
onia l w o rkers  know  th a t the

NORWAY CRUSHED BY POWERS
(Continued fro m  I ’age 1)

tern w hethe r they liked  i t  o r not.
W hy S candinavia F irs t  

Scandinavia was chosen as the 
f ir s t  te s tin g  ground  fo r  th is  po l­
icy  because the AJlies considered 
they had a good chance o f en­
fo rc in g  th e ir  po licy  w ith  m il ita ry  
means i f  G erm any should seek 
to resist it .  A nd th a t is ju s t w h a t 
has happened.

O n ly  G erm any has c e rta in ly  
moved fa s te r tha n  the A llie s  could 
possib ly have expected, because 
fo r  G erm any the stakes are un­
doubtedly great. Econom ica lly , i f  
i t  can con tro l Scandinavia, i t  as-

sures its e lf  im p o rta n t supplies o f 
ore, tim ber, fa ts , and o the r food­
stuffs. S tra te g ica lly , i t  acquires a 
coast and bases fo r  d ire c t a tta c k  
on Eng land and A llie d  sh ipp ing 
lanes.

N e ith e r side can a ffo rd  to le t 
the o th e r w in  con tro l o f the 
no rth e rn  peninsula. The A llie s  
fa iled  to  seize the  o p p o rtu n ity  
a ffo rded toy the S ov ie t-F inn ish  
w ar. They da llied un ce rta in ly  u n ­
t i l  th a t w a r came to  an end and 
the o p p o rtu n ity  passed. T h is  tim e  
tjhey have de lib e ra te ly  created 
a new o p p o rtu n ity  and G erm any 
has taken them  up on it.

enemy they m ust f ig h t f ir s t  is 
the one a lready on th e ir  backs.”

The position o f the p ro le ta rian  
m a jo r ity  upon the • im p o rta n t 
problem  o f the p a r ty ’s o rgan iza­
tion a l s tru c tu re  and ac tiv itie s  
was presented by James P. Can­
non.

The organ iza tion  question, he 
m ainta ined, is fo r  Len in is ts  sub­
o rd ina te  to  princ ip led  po litica l 
questions. A l w a y s  Bolsheviks 
look fo r  the differences in  p r in c i­
ple in  ta k in g  a position  in  a s tru g ­
gle. A n y th in g  else, such as p lac­
ing  organ iza tion  problem s above 
p rinc ip led  po litica l differences, he 
branded as a n ti-M a rx is t and com ­
p le te ly  unprinc ip led . He con tra s t­
ed th is  w ith  the“ m in o r ity  method 
o f fo rm in g  its  ranks th rou gh  
agreem ent u p o n  o rgan iza tion  
questions w h ile  suppressing p r in ­
cipled differences am ong them ­
selves.

The p rinc ip led  differences nev­
ertheless broke th rough , he de­
clared, as they a lw ays do,- and 
cut th rou gh  a ll these o rgan iza­
tio n a l issues lik e  an icebreaker 
th rou gh  an ice-choked bay.

B u t in  the organ iza tiona l fie ld, 
too, M a rx is ts  have a basic con­
ception. B u rn ha m ’s views, he 
m ainta ined, 'are in  fundam enta l 
con flic t w ith  the M a rx is t v iews 
fro m  the field o f the o ry  and p o li­
tics r ig h t  down to the fie ld  o f o r­
gan iza tiona l methods.

T h is  convention, Cannon de­
clared, m arked a tu rn in g  p o in t in  
our 11-year s tru g g le  to  bu ild  a 
p a rty . The convention m a jo r ity  is. 
the p ro le ta rian  w in g  o f the p a rty  
seeking to  d rive  deeper in to  the 
w o rk in g  class. The m in o r ity  rep­
resents the pe tty -bourgeo is  rem ­
nants o f the past who are s tra g ­
g lin g  against th is  drive  and who 
responded to  the dem ocra tic  w a r 
bourgeois pressure by a tta c k in g  
ou r basic p rogram  and ou r B o l­
shevik fo rm  o f o rgan iza tion .

He ended his speech by o u t lin ­
in g  the guarantees offered by the 
m a jo r ity  to  preserve the r ig h ts  
o f the m in o r ity  in  the com ing 
period, these guarantees inc lud­
in g  the r ig h t  to  continued e x is t­
ence as a fac tion , expression of 
its  v iew po in t in  a m on th ly  In te r ­
nal B u lle tin  under jo in t  con tro l, 
and a discussion o f the  theo re tic ­
a l differences in  the New In te r ­
national.

The position  o f the m in o r ity  on 
organ iza tion  was represented by 
M ax Shachtm an. He declared 
th a t the present reg im e in  the 
p a r ty  has succumbed to  bureau­
c ra tism , th a t w h ile  th is  bureau­
cracy has no economic base, in ­
deed even being se lf-sacrific ing  
and a t tim es h a lf-s ta rv in g , never­
theless i t  is  a bureaucracy. I t  
reflects, he declared, tw o  features 
o f the A m erican  env ironm en t: 
(1) The bureaucracy o f the trade 
union fake rs  a t the head o f the 
A m erican  labo r movem ent. (2) 
The ‘boss”  system  o f po litics  in 
A m erica.

A f te r  developing these po in ts 
he called fo r  s t i l l  m ore dem ocracy 
in  the p a r ty  than  th a t w h ich  has 
obLained in  the past, and then 
demanded th a t the m in o r ity  have 
the r ig h t  to  set up a separate 
pub lic  organ.

The convention did  not, h o w - ' 
ever, preoccupy its e lf  w ith  such 
threats. The p ro le ta rian  m a jo r ity  
had a lready given its  answer to 
th rea ts  o f sp lit. I t  had found tim e 
enough to  d ig  deep in to  the p ro b ­
lems o f mass w o rk  and to  hear 
reports  o f progress in the various . 
p ro le ta ria n  centers. A nd i t  had 
declared: we are ready fo r  an­
o th e r g re a t step fo rw a rd : con­
cre te ly , fo r  the tw ice-a-w eek 
A P P E A L  and a p ro g ra m  o f ex­
pansion o f o u r w o rk  in  every 
fie ld. A nd th a t was the rea l con­
te n t o f ou r convention!

German 'Socialists’ 
Take Position In  
Anglo French Camp

B y  H . D A V ID

I t  has become exceeding ly d iff ic u lt  fo r  revo lu tiona ry  
socia lists to  receive in fo rm a tio n  in  1940. Thus we 
have received o n ly  now a reso lu tion d raw n  up in  the 
name o f the G erm an S.A.P. (S oc ia lis t Labo r P a rty )  
by Jakob W alcher and dated Novem ber 1939. T h is  
reso lution deals w ith  the ro le  o f the Soviet U n ion  in  
the w ar. We read there the fo llo w in g :

“ Thus the S oviet U n ion has no t on ly  le f t  the in te r­
na tiona l A n ti-F a s c is t F ron t, bu t as long as th is  gov­
ernm ent rem ains in  power i t  ceases to  be an in te rna ­
tiona l, re vo lu tio n a ry  socia lis t fa c to r.”  A nd  fu r th e r :  
“ We cannot today adopt a princ ip led  position  tow ard  
Soviet Russia d iffe re n t fro m  th a t tow a rd  the o ther 
g rea t powers.”

T h is la s t sentence obviously can on ly  have m eaning 
fo r  us i f  we know  exa c tly  w h a t "p r in c ip le d ”  position 
the S.A.P. a c tu a lly  takes w ith  regard to  the "o th e r 
g rea t powers.”

In  the pam phlet, “ The Com ing W orld  W a r”  (D er 
Kommende W e ltk r ie g ), w h ich  was published jo in t ly  
by the “ R evo lu tiona ry  Socia lists o f A u s tr ia ,”  the 
group “ Neue B cg innen" (N ew  B eg inn ing) and the 
S ..A R , the au thors  express themselves about as fo l­
lows: To be sure the w a r is an im p e ria lis t w a r on 
both sides; nevertheless the in te rests  o f the w o rk in g  
class, o f dem ocracy and o f socialism , coincide w ith  
the in te rests o f the im p e ria lis ts  on the opposing side 
up u n t il a decisive m il ita ry  v ic to ry . A nd  so th a t no 
room w ill be le ft  fo r  doubt the au thors  declare ex­
pressly : "W e stand fo r  the defeat o f Fascism , we 
stand fo r  the v ic to ry  o f the opposing f r o n t ! ”

"The in te rn a tio n a l an ti-F a sc is t f ro n t ”  in  W a lche r’s 
m eaning o f the words, are obviously the im p e ria lis t 
powers, E ng land and France and’ th e ir  eventual a llies 
o f tom orrow . “ The Soviet U n ion has le ft  th is  f ro n t , ”  
he says, and "w e cannot take a d iffe re n t p rinc ip led  
position  w ith  regard to  i t  than  tow ards o th e r g rea t 
powers ( th a t is, those who don’t  belong to  th is  f ro n t ) . ”  

In  p la in  and s im ple E ng lish  th is  means: “ We 
are fo r  the  v ic to ry  o f B rit is h -F re n c h  im peria lism  
in  th is  w o rld  w a r and fo r  the  defeat o f the  Soviet 
U n ion.”  W alcher and h is m any s p ir itu a l k in  in  
the  cam p o f the  G erm an em ig ra tio n  have reached 
a p re tty  pass indeed!

Their Treachery Foreshadowed
In  ou r thesis on the c iv il w a r in  Spain, published in  

Unser W o rt (o rgan  o f the  G erm an section o f the 
F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l)  we defined the role o f the Sovi­
et bureaucracy as unequivocally cou n te r-re vo lu tion ­
a ry . W alcher and his fo llow e rs  w en t in to  an up roa r 
ove r the "dangerous nonsense”  and "m e thod ica l m ad­
ness”  o f ou r thesis, and fo rm u la ted  e ig h t fa r-reach ing  
and il lu m in a tin g  ve ritie s  o f w h ich  the f i f th  is w o rth  
quo ting  today:

“ In  sp ite  o f eve ry th in g  th a t has happened in 
the  Soviet Un ion in the  past few  years, the fa te  
o f the S ov ie t U n ion  rem ains bound up w ith  th a t 
o f the  in te rn a tio n a l w o rk ing -c lass  m ovem ent and 
the  la t te r  m ust s tand a t its  side w ith  a l l the 
forces a t its  com m and.”  (Neue F ro n t, M arch 
1938).
W e rep lied: “ To be sure, th a t  is  also ou r opinion. 

However, i t  is necessary no t to  confuse the Soviet 
bureaucracy, the g rave -d igge r o f the revo lu tion , w ith  
the Soviet U n ion  itse lf. The power o f the Soviet bu­
reaucracy is an in te rreg num  between the revo lu tion  
and the coun te r-revo lu tion .

“ In  advancing by means o f its  cou n te r-ievo lu tio n - 
a ry  p o licy  the progress o f the coun te r-revo lu tion , the 
Soviet bureaucracy is p repa ring  its  own dow n fa ll, its  
own rep lacem ent by the coun te r-revo lu tion . O n ly 
when the in te rn a tio n a l labo r m ovem ent w i l l  have lib ­
erated its e lf  fro m  the embrace o f re fo rm ism  and 
S ta lin ism  and carried  ou t the  v ic to riou s  social revo lu­
tion  in  the c a p ita lis t w o rld , w i l l  the Soviet U n ion 
re a lly  be saved and b rough t back on to  the road to ­
w a rd  socialism . Therefore, whoever defends the Span­
ish po licy  o f S ta lin ism , is  in  sp ite  o f a ll l ip  service to  
th e  S oviet Un ion the  open enemy o f the  S oviet Union 
and helps in  the  s tra n g lin g  o f the S oviet s ta te  by the  
advancing cou n te r-re vo lu tion .”  (U nser W o r t M ay 
1938).

A t  th a t tim e  we were n o t ye t in  a pos ition  to know  
th a t  we w ould  ge t such a  s tr ik in g  con firm a tion  o f 
th is  sentence as the present W a lcher reso lu tion on 
the ro le  o f the Soviet Un ion in  the war.

Why They Changed Their Position
A s long as the cou n te r-re vo lu tion a ry  p o licy  o f the 

Soviet bureaucracy coincided w ith  the p o licy  o f A n g ­
lo -F rench im peria lism , W alcher defended S ta lin ’s p o li­
tic s  by p o in tin g  to  the soc ia lis t fou nda tion  of the 
Soviet Union.

Today, when S ta lin ’s p o licy  has come in to  con tra ­
d ic tion  w ith  th a t o f A ng lo -F re nch  im peria lism , the 
same W alcher m akes S ta lin 's  po licy  a p re te x t fo r  
su rrendering  the Soviet U n ion  to  im peria lism .

W e are hard p u t to  find a proper expression to  g ive 
adequate ven t to our contem pt fo r  th is  type o f "socia l­
is t .”

We see no reason, fo r  chang ing ou r princ ip led  posi­
tion  tow ards the Soviet U n ion  because o f the S ta lin - 
H it le r  pact. A s before, we rem ain the m ost irre conc il­
able opponents o f the S ta lin is t bureaucracy whose 
cou n te r-re vo lu tion a ry  ro le  we— and in  the f ir s t  place 
Comrade T ro ts k y — recognized long before the whole 
c rum m y crew  o f W alcher, M uenzenberg, Lovestone, 
e t t u t t i  qu an ti became so p ious ly  and h a u g h tily  o u t­
raged by the S ta lin -H it le r  pact. A s  before, we refuse 
and w ill continue to  refuse to  id e n tify  the Soviet U n ­
ion w ith  the S ta lin is t bureaucracy.

Jus t as we excoria ted S ta lin ’s ro le as agen t of 
A ng lo -F rench  im p e ria lism  yesterday, and rem ained 
prepared a t the  same tim e to  defend the Soviet U n ion 
aga inst a tta c k  by G erm an im p e ria lism ; so we regard  
i t  today a d u ty  o f the Russian w o rke rs  to  com bat the 
S ta lin is t bu reaucracy w herever i t  appears, as an ag­
ency o f H it le r  im peria lism , b u t a t the same tim e  con­
tinue  to defend the S oviet U n ion aga inst any a tta ck  
on the p a r t  o f the "d em ocra tic ”  im p e ria lis t powers.

“ Hands o ff Soviet Russia”  rem ains as before ou r 
slogan in  a ll c a p ita lis t countries. The ove rth row  o f 
the c r im in a l S ta lin  reg im e is the task o f the Russian 
and the in te rn a tio n a l p ro le ta r ia t, and no t o f A ng lo - 
F rench bayonets.

O ur com panions in  the s trugg le  aga ins t the robber 
gang o f H i t le r  are n o t the b rigands o f P a ris  and 
London, w ho between them  keep h a lf a b illio n  people 
in  the same conditions o f oppression and s lavery  as 
H it le r  keeps his hundred m illio n , b u t the revo lu tion ­
a ry  p ro le ta rian s  and the oppressed colon ia l slaves o f 
a ll countries. To be sure, the  fr ien ds  o f H it le r  are our 
foes. B u t the  frien ds  o f the  im p e ria lis t r iv a ls  and co l­
leagues o f H it le r  are no less so. Between us and the 
M uenzenbergs and the W alchers stand the barricades 
o f the com ing G erm an revo lu tion  M arch  8, 1940

(R eprin ted  fro m  Unser W o rt, A p r il-M a y  1940)

APRIL 13, 1940


