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The O n ly  W ar W orth  F ig h tin g  F o r Is the  
W ar o f  the W orkers A g a in s t the Bosses!

Workers o f America, jo in w ith us in cele­
brating May Day, the day dedicated to the in­
ternational solidarity o f the working class and 
to the struggle o f the labor movement for a 
better world.

Join with us in pledging on this day that the 
workers in every country are our brothers, that 
whether they speak French or German or Italian 
or Russian or English the workers in all lands 
belong together in one united band against their 
oppressors. Long live the international solidar­
ity  o f Labor against all the bosses, “ democratic’' 
or fascist!

Join with us in the firm  resolve that, come 
what may, the American working class w ill not 
surrender to the war-mongers; that in the 
“ peace-time” which is still le ft and in the war­
time which the government and the bosses have 
already planned down to the last detail, we shall 
continue on every front the struggle of the 
working class against the bosses and their gov­
ernment. No surrender o f labor’s rights and la­
bor’s just demands in the name o f patriotism!

Tens o f millions o f our brothers have been 
stuffed into uniforms and guns thrust into their 
hands— to shoot each other down. Let us dedi­
cate ourselves this day to put an end to this 
slaughter o f w6rkers by workers. I f  many o f us 
are doomed to die, then let us die in  the one war 
worth fighting fo r—<the war o f the international 
working class against the international capital­
ist class!

There is no need to repeat this year the warn­
ings which we have uttered on previous May 
Days— that the capitalist class, in its death ag­
ony, will pile upon the workers in addition to 
the prevailing hunger and unemployment the 
final horror o f war. For the war is now here. 
Not only in Europe, Asia, A frica, Australia, 
but also in America.

Roosevelt no longer even makes a pretense of 
neutrality. The airplane factories o f Los Angeles 
and Connecticut are as closely linked with the 
Allied war machine as those o f Manchester and 
Montreal. The great daily press, Democratic and 
Republican alike, is openly taking sides in the 
war.

War-Like Acts of the Government
The government takes steps hitherto unthink­

able before a declaration o f war. H ull declares 
a virtual protectorate over the Dutch East Indies 
against Japan. Roosevelt “ freezes”  Danish-Nor- 
wegian holdings here, an act undreamed of by 
Wilson in the similar situation when Germany 
occupied Belgium in 1914. A  “ moral”  embargo 
against the Soviet Union is already in full force. 
The Neutrality Act o f 1939, whereby Roosevelt 
secured from Congress legalization o f arms sales 
to the Allies in return for a provision barring 
all American ships from war zones, is cynically 
violated by government-approved “ sales”  o f nu­
merous ships to dummy foreign corporations. 
New Dealers and Old Dealers, Republicans and 
Democrats, the dominant section o f the ruling 
class is moving deliberately toward entry into 
the war.

What for? To help England and France pre­
serve democracy?

A War Between Slavemasters
For every “ free”  white Englishman, there are 

eleven black, brown or yellow slaves toiling w ith­
in the British Empire; fo r every “ free”  French­
man, two or three are openly held in bondage in 
the colonies. Some 560 millions— one quarter of 
the earth’s population— live in the “ democra­
cies’ ”  colonies under conditions no less terrible 
than those in Germany. The Anglo-French alli­
ance is fighting H itle r solely over the question 
who is to be the slavemaster— that’s what the 
war is about. In  waging this war the “ demo­
cratic”  imperialists progressively rob the work­
ers at home o f their few remaining liberties.

America’s S ixty Families are driving toward 
war with no real thought o f solidarity w ith the 
British and French ruling families. On the con­
trary, they are using the war to push their “ al­
lies”  out o f South American markets and to

complete the process o f linking Canada to W all 
Street in place o f London. Washington and Lon­
don’s embassies in Tokyo are at swords’ points 
as they cross and double-cross each other in ma­
neuvers with Japan.

The United States profited by the first world 
war to emerge as the chief world power. Rue­
fu lly  remembering that bear hug o f Uncle Sam 
as ally, the Anglo-French imperialists despair­
ingly calculate what the degree of subservience 
w ill be which American “ aid”  w ill leave them in 
this time.

America’s Sixty Families go toward war 
solely for their own interests, to add still further 
to the gigantic share o f the world’s markets, 
sources o f raw materials and manpower which 
they already control.

For this is the epoch o f the death agony of 
world capitalism. The richest ruling class in the 
world is in no way exempt from the agony and 
decay. The capitalist system cannot even feed its 
wage-slaves in the richest country in the world. 
In its own vast markets it cannot sell its prod­
ucts or invest its capital. I t  is driven by its inner 
contradictions to find new fields o f investment 
and markets. But the world is already divided, 
and re-division can only- come by force of arms. 
That is what this war is about.

Hands O ff the Soviet Union!
its  the imperialists hungrily cast'about fo r 

new infusions o f blood for their drying veins, 
their eyes fall upon the Soviet Union. There one- 
sixth of the earth’s surface was removed from 
imperialist exploitation by the Revolution of 
November, 1917. For 22 years the capitalist 
world has pressed from all sides upon the Soviet 
Union; their pressure has succeeded in produc­
ing a Stalin, the antithesis o f all that the revolu­
tionary government o f Lenin and Trotsky stood 
for. Imperialist pressure has found in Stalin an 
ally and tool who serves now one imperialist 
group, now another, according to the pressure 
exerted upon him. But imperialist pressure has 
not yet succeeded in breaking down the nation­
alized property created by the Revolution; con­
sequently it has not succeeded in bringing back 
into the orbit of imperialism the territories of 
the Soviet Union.

Despite the degeneration wrought by Stalin, 
the Soviet Union remains a workers’ state, part 
o f the international working class, to be defended 
not only against Stalin but also against all the 
imperialists. This duty devolves especially upon 
the American working class, fo r more than any 
other power, America’s S ixty Families w ill de­
termine the turn of the war against the Soviet 
Union. In the name o f “ democracy”  America’s 
rulers w ill seek to re-introduce capitalism— it 
can only be done under the most bestial form of 
fascism— into the Soviet Union.

Roosevelt Persecutes Trade Unions
A war for democracy? America’s Sixty Fam­

ilies are preparing the way by the most vicious 
and systematic hounding o f the trade unions 
that has ever taken place in this country. Already 
over 500 union officers are under criminal in­
dictment by the Department o f Justice, thou­
sands o f others are slated fo r indictment, the 
first trials are taking place. In  a tricky move to 
divide and conquer, the government at first pro­
ceeded with indictments against A F L  unions, 
but now the first CIO union, the Fur Workers 
International, has .fallen victim to this “ trust 
busting”  campaign, its officers speedily convicted. 
Other CIO  unions w ill soon follow.

And all this is only the beginning. I t  is an 
open secret that the government’s M-Day plans 
provide. for an outright dictatorship over the 
unions, imprisonment for strike leaders, etc. The 
Dies Committee is merely an advance scout for 
the heavy artillery which is being brought up by 
the government.

The outlawing and smashing o f last summer’s 
W P A  strike, the imprisonment o f the W P A  
strike leaders in Minneapolis— that is the har­
binger o f the future which Roosevelt plans for

all organized labor. That is how he prepares his 
war for “ democracy.”

P W A  has been wiped out, W P A  is cut to the 
bone. W hy? To find additional funds fo r the 
army and navy, and to put the unemployed in 
such misery that occupation as soldiers may ap­
pear preferable. M-Day plans provide that the 
unemployed, the worst victims o f capitalism, 
shall be the first to be used for cannon fodder. 
A ll in the name of “ democracy'.”

Despite all the lying propaganda o f govern­
ment and press, radio and pulpit and movies, 
much o f the real truth is clear to the American 
masses. That is why every poll o f sentiment 
shows majorities opposed to American partici­
pation in the war.

But it is not enough to be against the war. 
The American workers must also know how to 
fight effectively against the war. That is why 
illusory notions about preventing war under cap­
italism, such as pacifism and isolationism, are 
so dangerous. Those who tell the workers that 
the present, capitalist United States can stay out 
o f a warring world are deluding the workers. 
Those who preach pacifism are saying that the 
workers should not jo in  in the just war of the 
working class against their oppressors at home. 
Isolationists and pacifists are thus in reality ene­
mies o f the feal struggle against imperialist war.

We are not pacifists or isolationists. We be- 
iieyejnj-fiaJfci up,.a-fightagainst, the war.
The only tellable fi'ghters against the war are 
those who are grim ly prepared to fight against 
war not only? in peace-time— when it ’s easy and 
safe etiotigh— but A F T E R  the United States 
enters the iyar. We believe in fighting against 
war not only when the bosses still concede us 
that legal right, but also when they try  to take 
away that right.

I t  Is the Fight Against Capitalism
Join with us this May Day in resolving to 

figh t against the war in peace-time and in war­
time.

Once you clearly understand this much, tlie 
rest follows. The struggle against war is not, as 
the pacifists and isolationists describe it, a sep­
arate task. No, the struggle against war is the 
struggle against capitalism in all its concrete 
forms. I t  is the fight fo r labor’s rights and de­
mands. I t  is the fight for A  JOB A N D  A  D E­
C EN T L IV IN G  FOR E V E R Y  W O R K E R !

Open the idle factories and operate 
them under workers7 con tro l!

A TWENTY BILLION DOLLAR 
Federal public works and housing 
program.

For the 30-hour week as a maximum 
and $30 pay as a minimum for all 
workers on all jobs!

Thirty dollar weekly old-age and 
disability pensions!

A ll war funds to the unemployed!
A people's referendum on any and 

all wars! The right to vote to all 18 or 
over. Old enough to figh t— old enough 
to vote!

No secret diplomacy! Open up the 
State Department's archives. Let the 
truth be known!

Build Workers Defense Guards, the 
only weapon which can defend the 
workers and their unions and parties 
from the vigilante and fascist gangs!

For an Independent Labor Party! 
An end to all deals with boss parties—  
for a party of the workers, based on 
the trade unions!

Is there enough money to give every­
body a job and a decent living? Sure 
there is! W all Street is fu ll of money:

EXPROPRIATE THE 60 FAMILIES!

The fight against war, we have said, is the 
fight for all the demands, all the needs, of 
the workers, in war-time as in peace-time. 
But that fight requires that all the various 
demands be unified around a central thought: 
T H E  W O R LD  S O C IA L IS T  R E V O LU ­
T IO N .

The war has demonstrated, i f  we needed 
it proved again, that this world is an indivis­
ible whole which must be dealt w ith as a 
whole. No country can solve its problem 
alone, and no working class can do it alone. 
The workers require a P A R T Y  O F T H E  
W O R LD  S O C IA L IS T  R E V O LU T IO N .

The party that the workers need is N O T 
the American sections o f the Labor and So­
cialist (Second) International. There is no 
basic difference between the Judas Goats of 
the Second International in Europe, such as 
Leon Blum and M ajor Atlee, and their 
American brothers, such as Green and Lewis, 
and the patriotic poodle dogs o f the Social 
Democratic Federation.

N or can the American workers fo r a mo­
ment imagine that the real fight against war 
can be led by the American section o f the 
“ Communist”  International o f Stalin. The 
revolutionary struggle against war cannot 
be waged, it  can only be compromised and 
betrayed, by those who are under the blood­
stained banner o f the Kremlin.

The American workers need a genuinely 
revolutionary program and a stainless ban­
ner. That is the program and the banner o f

the P A R T Y  OF T H E  W O R LD  S O C IA L­
IS T  R E V O L U T IO N , TPIE  F O U R T H  
IN E R N A T IO N A L , whose American sec­
tion is the S O C IA L IS T  W O R KER S 
P A R T Y  OF T H E  U N IT E D  STATES.

Given, by the accident o f history, a little  
longer time to work in, we owe in return a 
special responsibility to our comrades in the 
rest o f the world— to the anti-war fighters 
in Reynaud’s dungeons, to those Bolshevik- 
Leninists who have miraculously escaped 
with their lives in the concentration camp of 
Stalin, to our comrades struck down by sup­
pression in the British and French colonies, 
to the heroic German internationalists 
hounded by the Gestapo. Whatever time is 
still le ft here must be utilized to the utmost.

That means, above all, to appeal directly to 
you, the workers o f America, to steel and 
harden yourselves for the struggles that lie 
ahead. We know that i f  you remain true to 
your own class interests, i f  you defend the 
rights o f the working class and fight fo r its 
needs, you w ill conclude by jo in ing w ith  us 
and our comrades throughout the world—  
to put an end to this world o f war and hun­
ger and insecurity and build a new world o f 
peace, security and freedom— the new world 
o f Socialism!

M A Y  D A Y MANIFESTO of the S.W .P.
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A ll Major Units of 
G. M . Go For C. I. O .

AFL Loses Out Three to One as Auto Men 

Clear the Decks for New Drive; Ford 

Is Stronghold Now to be Stormed

PHILA. ILGWU 
PROGRESSIVES 
CLEAN HOUSE

Vote Out Stalinist 
Administration which 
Nearly Ruined Union

S.W.P. Calls on Phila. Workers 
To Fight Tax on Wages

F L IN T , Mich., A p ril 21— Homer Martin, ex-labor leader 
and ex-skypilot, was washed up in the auto industry when 
General Motors workers joined Chrysler and Briggs in piling 
up a three-to-one m ajority for the U A W -C IO  in the N LR B  
elections held la^t week.

A ll that’s le ft now unorganized in the automotive industry 

is FO R D !
A ll major plants in the GM system went CIO. Only about 

five small plants went to Homer. Two o f these, in Norwood,
Ohio, had voted previously to ' th a t i t  w ou ld  be raided, and the

affiliate with the CIO i f  it won 
a m ajority of the General M o­
tors vote. That w ill leave H o­
mer with his home town, Kan­
sas City, for a stamping 
ground.

Every plant in Flint, key  
au to  center, ro lled  up decisive 
m a jo ritie s  fo r  the CIO. The m ost 
crush ing  m a jo r ity  in  F l in t  was 
ro lled  in  a t B u ick , where the CIO 
received over 9,000 votes to  the 
A F L ’s 2,000.

A t  B u ick  the A FL. e a rly  d u rin g  
the  v o tin g  gave up hope, and 
th e ir  observers le f t  the b a llo tin g  
room in  disgust.

In  D e tro it, the  AFL., demon­
s tra t in g  its  impotence, he ld up 
v o tin g  fo r  hours t r y in g  to  find  
enough A F L  m en to  serve as ob­
servers as requ ired by N L R B  reg ­
u la tions.

V ery  few  men voted “ n e ith ­
e r”  on the  ba llo ts. A lm o s t ev­
eryone wanted a union.

F rid a y , when the  resu lts  be­
came know n, F lin t ,  the c ity  in  
w h ich  the fa c tio n  f ig h t between 
H om er M a rt in  and the C IO  was 
ho ttest, began a ce lebra tion  th a t 
is s t i l l  go ing strong.

Celebrants Leave P lants
W orke rs  in  the  p lan ts  cou ldn 't 

w a it  u n t il F r id a y  fo r  the  q u itt in g  
w h is tle  to g e t o u t and celebrate. 
Hundreds ju s t  th re w  down th e ir  
tools and h i t  fo r  the beer ha lls  to 
d r in k  to  the  C IO  v ic to ry .

In  one B u ic k  p la n t a com m it­
teeman reports  th a t  the men in  
h is d iv is ion  demanded th a t he ca ll 
a  one-day ce lebra tion  s tr ike , and 
a ll a long the  lines m en were 
shouting  to  h im  to  shu t her down.

Losers Pay O ff
W h ile  th is  s p ir it  o f v ic to ry  p re ­

va iled  in  the  p lan ts, on the o u t­
side A F L  suckers were pa y in g  o ff 
debts. One poor dev il w ho bet on 
H om er was forced to  wheel a 
C IO  m an down the s tre e t in  a 
wheel ba rrow . A  couple o f hun­
dred B u ic k  men paraded behind 
th is  p a ir, ha v in g  le f t  the p la n t 
to  w a tc h  the  s igh t.

S a tu rday w as W itc h  day in  
F lin t .  The m ost hated M a r t in  
Goons suddenly tu rned  up w ith  
a ll sorts  o f fa c ia l decorations. 
P au l T readw ay, b la ck ja ck in g  
M a r t in  s trong  a rm  m an, had a 
new face fixed  up fo r  h im  by  sev­
era l C IO  enthusiasts.

The A F L  closed up its  head­
qu a rte rs  a t Chevro let, fe a rfu l

F ishe r A F L  headquarters was 
om inously d a rk  on S a tu rday  
n igh t, w h ile  ne x t door the CIO  
was ce leb ra ting  w ith  a v ic to ry  
dance. Once when a group o f 
CIO  m en w a lked  ove r to  an A FL. 
hall, to  look in  the w indow , the 
M a rt in  supporters called the 
cops. They w i l l  continue to  have 
the ji t te r s  u n t il th e y  jo in  the 
CIO.

G e ttin g  on Bandwagon
Hundreds are s ig n in g  up in  the 

CIO  every day. F o rm e r A F L  men 
and non-union men, are hopp ing 
on the band wagon.

In  m any cases A F L  stewards, 
com m itteem en and executive 
board m embers o f loca l unions 
have a lready signed up in  the 
CIO.

W orke rs ’ S p ir its  H igh
The s p ir it  o f the General M o­

to rs  w o rke rs  was never h igher. 
A ll are now anxious to  m arch  fo r ­
w ard . A ll are w a tch in g  W a lte r 
R euther and thè com ing nego tia­
tions.

The men who voted the CIO  
over the top  in  the N L R B  vote, 
are eager to  cha lk  up another v ic ­
to ry  by  securing a rea l con trac t 
fro m  General M otors.

W 'hat They W ant
They d idn ’t  vote C IO  fo r  n o th ­

ing. They w a n t to  ge t som eth ing 
o u t o f it .  A nd  the  th in g  the y  need 
m ost is the 30 hour week a t 40 
hours' pay.

S entim ent in the  various d i­
v is ions in  F lin t  fo r  th is  demand 
is on the rise. The W age and 
H our F oundry  Council has pu t 
o u t a bu tton  w h ich  reads: “ S ix 
H our Day &  8 H ours ’ Pay.”

The S tate governm ent im m ed i­
a te ly  upon the pu b lica tio n  o f the 
GM  vote resu lts, showed how j i t ­
te ry  the bosses are, by  proposing 
a change in  the  la bo r re la tions 
la w  o f M ich igan, to  proy ide fo r  
a  ten day “ coo ling o ff period”  be­
fo re  a s tr ik e  instead o f five  days 
as the la w  now  stands.

U n ion ’s S tron g  P osition
W ith  ju r is d ic tio n  decided, the 

C IO  now is in  a pos ition  to  get 
the best c o n tra c t w ith  GM th a t 
has ever been achieved. A  t r a i l  
can be blazed fo r  a ll the mass 
p roduction  w orkers , by dem and­
in g  th a t the corpo ra tion  prov ide 
fo r  the secu rity  o f the  w o rke rs  
a ll yea r round, and in s titu te  the  
30 ho u r week a t 40 hours’ pay, a 
shop stew ard system , s t r ic t  se­
n io r ity ,  a b o lition  o f the notorious 
“ D ”  lis t,  and im proved  conditions 
a ll a long the line.

P H IL A D E L P H IA  —  A  smash­
ing  defeat o f the S ta lin is ts  was 
adm in is tered by the Philadelph ia  
members o f the In te rn a tio n a l L a ­
dies G arm ent W orke rs  U nion, in 
one o f the  m ost e x c itin g  and 
spectacular un ion elections th a t 
ever took place in the c ity .

The progressive t ic k e t in  Local 
15, whore the S ta lin is ts  had con­
tro lled  the a d m in is tra tio n  fo r  the 
la s t fo u r years, won the election 
by a huge m a jo r ity .

A  fe w  days a fte r  the e lection, 
M a ry  Beckm an, the S ta lin is t bus­
iness agen t who ran fo r  re-elec­
tio n  and was defeated, issued a 
s ta tem ent to  the  c a p ita lis t press, 
dec la ring  th a t “ com m unism ”  was 
no t the issue in  the cam paign. 
She was r ig h t, the  rea l issue was 
the S ta lin is t ru le -an d -ru in  po licy  
in  the union, ever since she and 
her p a r ty  clique took  office fo u r 
years ago.

W hy S ta lin is ts  W ere Hated
F o u r years o f bu reaucra tic  ru le  

and co rru p tio n ! Dem ocracy was 
som eth ing to  ta lk  about, b u t no t 
to  practice.

W orke rs  were con s tan tly  
hauled before the  executive 
board fo r  d a rin g  to  c r it ic iz e  and 
th e ir  r ig h ts  taken  aw ay fro m  
them . Job d isc rim in a tio n  was a 
fa v o rite  m ethod used.

M ost M il ita n t  E lem ents
T h is  local, the la rge s t o f the 

jo in t  board, was fro m  its  ve ry  
incep tion  composed o f the  m ost 
m il ita n t  elem ents in the  indus­
try .  U n lik e  the sk illed  mechanics 
in  the  s ilk  dress local, the y  a ie  
in  the m a in  young  Am ericans 
who w ork ' in  the la rge  co tton  
shops, where there  is a constant 
s trugg le  to  m a in ta in  un ion con­
d itions  and standards. The S ta l­
in is ts  did no th in g  to  help these 
w o rke rs  except to  a lienate them  
fro m  the union.

C om pla in ts  were no t taken up; 
shops were no t v is ited  fo r  
m onths; shop m eetings ra re ly  
too k  place. Y e t in  th e ir  leaflets 
the S ta lin is ts  had the brass to 
deny th is  w e ll-kn ow n  condition. 
B u t the  w o rke rs  are no t stooges, 
and tu rned  aw ay fro m  them  in  
d isgust. They then a ttem p te d  to  
appeal to, the Jew ish w o rke rs  on 
the basis o f a n ti-sem itism ; bu t 
they fa iled , since m ost o f the 
candidates o f the progressive 
t ic k e t were Jew ish, w ith  the ex­
ception o f the  business agent, 
who is I ta lia n . The irs  was Jew ­
ish.

E n thusiasm  Runs H igh
Tuesday, A p r i l 9, the day of 

the e lection, the masses o f w o rk ­
ers packed the  ha lls  o f the  un­
ion. M any o f the youngste rs took  
o ff in  o rder to  help. They took  
com plete charge, s ing ing  and 
shou ting  slogans. They filled  ev­
eryone w ith  courage and en thu­
siasm. B u t they g o t on the  S ta l­
in is t nerves so m uch th a t one o f 
the b ig  shots a ttem p ted  to  ca ll 
the police.

The progressives w on and now 
a b ig  jo b  is ahead o f them , no t 
on ly  to  p u t the organ iza tion  back 
on its  fe e t b u t in  go ing fo rw a rd  
to  a s trong e r and m ore m il ita n t  
union. G reat tasks face the un ion 
in  the near fu tu re  and the w o rk ­
ers hope th a t the  new ly  elected 
officers w i l l  no t d isappo in t them .

Get Started On the 
Two-a-W eek 'Appeal'  Drive

James P. Cannon, National Secretary of the Socialist W ork­
ers Party, who begins a tour of the country next week.

SWP SPOKESMEN TO MAKE TOURS 
OF COUNTRY IN APPEAL DRIVE

James P. Cannon, N a tio n a l i Comrade Cannon w i l l  leave 
Secre tary o f the  S oc ia lis t W o rk - New Y o rk  before M ay 15 and 
ers  P a rty ,, w i l l  leave New  Yor^. the re fo re  be on to u r d u rin g  
s h o rtly  on a to u r o f the m am ^m ost ok, the period o f the  T w o -A -
c itie s  as fa r  west as M inneapolis 
and St. Paul.

W ith in  a few  weeks a fte r  Can­
non’s to u r  begins, George C larke 
w il l  sw ing  o u t fo r  a coast-to - 
coast tou r. Behind h im  w i l l  come 
tw o m ore coast-to-coast tou rs  by 
A lb e r t  Goldman and F a rre ll 
Dobbs. In  th e ir  wake, o th e r p a r­
t y  leaders w i l l  be toured th rou gh  
the country .

St. Paul S.W .P. Supports 
Only Labor Candidates

ST. P A U L , M in n .— The Social­
is t W orke rs  P a rty , barred by re ­
a c tio na ry  e lection law s fro m  ru n ­
n ing  its  ow n candidate in  the 
A p r i l  30 c ity  elections— the p a r ty  
ran a m a y o ra lty  candidate in  the 
recent p rim arie s  b u t on ly  the 
h ighest p lac ing  candidates ru n  in 
the fina ls  —  is c a llin g  upon the 
w o rke rs  to  vote on ly  fo r  those 
candidates o f the La bo r P rog res­
sive A ssocia tion  w ho a c tu a lly  are 
representing  independent labo r 
action.

The p a r ty ’s s ta tem en t says:
"C o n fro n tin g  the re lie f-c u ttin g , 

la b o r-h a tin g  candidates o f the  re ­
ac tio n a ry  F a llon  - “ Independent”  
machine now  in  con tro l o f the 
c ity  governm ent, the  w o rkers  
m us t dem onstra te th e ir  own po-

May Day Meeting 
To Launch Campaign 
Against Wage Tax

P H IL A D E L P H IA  —  On M ay 
Day the P h ilade lph ia  loca l o f the 
Socia lis t W orkers  P a rty  Is 
launch ing a cam paign to  en lis t 
the suppo rt o f the labo r move­
m ent and the w o rk in g  people o f 
th is  c ity  in  a m ovem ent to  abol­
ish the in fam ous V /t % W age 
Tax.

The wage ta x  has produced un ­
to ld  su ffe rin g  and hardsh ip fo r  
the w o rke rs  o f t l i is  c ity . Ina ugu ­
ra ted in  Decem ber 1939 i t  has a l­
ready produced a m ounta in  o f 
havoc, on ly  a  p a rtia l p ic tu re  o f 
w h ich  is  to ld  in  the fo llo w in g  
figu res issued by the Federa l Re­
serve B oard:

The wage ta x  k ille d  18,000 jobs. 
The wage ta x  k ille d  $18,000,000 

in  wages.
The wage ta x  has k ille d  $80,- 

000,000 in  re ta il business w h ich  
means i t  has lessened w o rke rs ’ 
pu rchasing pow er by ap p ro x i­
m a te ly  th a t  am ount.

B u t these figu res don’t  even be­
g in  to  te ll the s to ry . They don’t  
speak o f the w o rke rs  ea rn ing  
$13.00 pe r week and less, who 
have to  she ll o u t $10.80 o f th e ir  
wages every yea r to g ra ft in g  po l­
it ic ia n s  and th e ir  in d u s tr ia lis t 
and banke r bosses.

These figu res  don’t  speak o f 
the unem ployed w o rke rs  who 
are forced to  w o rk  fo r  th e ir  
m iserable $3-$6 w eek ly  a llo t­
m en t under the  v ic ious P ear­
son A c t— “ the w o rk  o f s ta rve ’ 

’b i ll. ”  The unem ployed m ust pay 
1 Zi % o f th is  dog’s d ie t in to  
the  p o lit ic ia n ’s po rk  barre l.

The soak-the-poor ta x  was in ­
augura ted aga ins t the know n and 
express desires o f organ ized la ­
bor in  th is  c ity . Tw o weeks be­
fo re  the adoption o f the ta x  la w  
in  the C ity  Council, December 14, 
1939, G.O.P. cha irm an Jay Cooke 
ordered th e t body to  p u t th rou gh  
the 1 % % tax . One week la te r  a 
c ity  po ll o f the w o rke rs  o f P h ila ­
delphia, conducted by  the  H o te l 
and R estau ran t W orke rs  U n ion  
(C IO ), reg is tered a lm ost unan i­
mous opposition aga ins t a wage 
ta x  o f any k ind .

W orke rs  vs. Bosses 
The issue was p la in ly  jo ined: 

the w o rke rs  versus the  Republic­
an boss and the bond holders, 
coupon clippers, in d u s tr ia lis ts  
and departm ent s tore owners 
whom  he represents. The C ity  
Council made its  choice. I t  
stooged fo r  the vested in terests, 
slapped the w o rke rs  in  the  face 
and slipped tth e  hand o f the  C ity  
F a the rs  in to  the pockets o f P h il­
adelphia’s pro le ta rians.

There was no surp rise  in  the 
C ity  C ouncil’s action— i t  was act- 

lts  polic ies o f in d ic t in g  un ion in g  tru e  to  fo rm  accord ing to  the

W eek Appea l Cam paign, he lp ing 
the branches in te n s ify  th e ir  e f­
fo r ts  to  reach old and new con­
tac ts  in  each lo c a lity .

Comrade C la rke  plans to  cross 
the cou n try  d u rin g  the second 
m on th  o f the T w o-A -W eek cam ­
paign.

A va ilab le  dates fo r  the speak­
ers are be ing com m unicated to 
the branches d ire c tly .

B y  G EORGE C L A R K E  
General Press M anager

The d rive  to  restore^ the T w o-A -W cek S ocia lis t Appeal, begun 
spontaneously a t the  convention am id  g re a t enthusiasm , has been 
fo rm a lly  launched by  the N a tio n a l C om m ittee  o f the  S oc ia lis t 
W orke rs  P a rty .

The d rive  is scheduled to  begin on M ay 1st and con tinue fo r  
60 days ending on J u ly  1st a t w h ich  tim e  the T w o-A -W eek 
Socia lis t A ppea l w i l l  commence pub lica tion .

Branches o f the p a r ty  and comrades th rou gh ou t the c o u n try  
have been p rim ed fo r  the cam paign and have been a w a it in g  on ly  
the opening gun to  ge t under w ay. A s p re v io us ly  reported  in  
the S oc ia lis t Appea l pledges were made, a t  the ve ry  f i r s t  sug­
gestion a t  the  convention banquet, to ta l lin g  m ore th a n  $4,000. 
Since then o th e r pledges have been com ing th rough . A  com plete 
l is t  o f these pledges w i l l  be g iven in  an e a rly  issue o f the  Appeal.

A lre a d y  $500 Of these pledges have been redeemed and w ord  
is reaching us every day th a t m ore is on the w ay. Quotas are 
be ing assigned to  a l l branches o f the p a r ty  and, as in  the  f irs t  
tw ice -w ee k ly  A ppea l cam paign, there is every in d ica tio n  th a t we 
w i l l  go over the top  in  record tim e. Prizes w i l l  be aw arded those 
branches w h ich  top  the l is t  in  speed and am ounts.

P repara tions are be ing made to  con tac t a ll sym pa th ize rs  o f 
the p a r ty  to  enable them  to  cooperate w ith  us in  th is  cam paign. 
F ro m  rep o rts  o f those w ho have v is ited  p a r ty  friends, i t  appears 
th a t resu lts  fro m  th is  w o rk  w i l l  be h ig h ly  g ra tify in g . The revo lu ­
t io n a ry  and class conscious w o rke rs  have been hard-pressed in  
th is  perm anent depression, b u t the re  is s t i l l  m oney am ong them  
to  back the w o rk  th a t is speeding the  S oc ia lis t R evo lu tion  in  the 
U n ited  States.

A l l  th a t need be done is to  go and ge t i t !
Do you need a rgum ents  fo r  those who a re  no t a lready con­

vinced o f the  necessity o f the T w o-A -W eek S oc ia lis t A ppea l?  
Then te ll them  th is :

The flames o f the  European w a r are a lready lic k in g  a t the  
f ro n t  door o f the  U n ited  States. Roosevelt is  b re ak ing  his neck 
to  ge t us in to  the s la u g h te r in  doub le-qu ick tim e. There is l i t t le  
tim e  le ft  fo r  open ly spread ing the  message o f R e vo lu tion a ry  
Socia lism  to  the A m erican  w orke rs . B u t there  is tim e  enough 
to  reach the w o rke rs  in  the  au to  p lan ts , the steel m ills , on the 
ships and the docks, the tru c k d riv e rs , and the rest o f the  p ro ­
le ta ria ns  w ho keep the  wheels o f in d u s try  go ing. O n ly  these men 
can smash the plans o f W a ll S tree t and b r in g  peace and se cu rity  
to  th is  coun try . They m u s t be contacted now. They m u s t be con­
tac ted  frequ en tly .

They m ust be contacted w ith  a T w o-A -W eek Socia lis t Appeal.
W h a t class conscious w o rk e r w i l l  say no to  th is  a rg um e n t?  

H o w  can he? E ve ry  w o rd  o f i t  is tru th , dem onstrated and 
dem onstrable.

H ow  about i t?  L e t ’s h i t  the b a ll and keep go ing  u n t il the  
T w o-A -W eek S oc ia lis t A ppea l begins to  ro l l o ff the  press!

PROGRESSIVES DEFEAT STALINISTS 
IN FOOD WORKERS LOCAL 16

C lim a x in g  three years o f o r ­
ganized s trugg le , the  P rogressive 
New  Y o rk  food w o rke rs  on A p r i l 
16 de a lt the  S ta lin is t m achine 
In con tro l o f the  A F L  H o te l and 
R estaurant W orke rs  U n ion, Local 
16, a  f ina l b low . The progressives 
elected 25 ou t o f 34 candidates in 
the loca l’s elections.

Dave Siegel, progressive can­
d ida te  fo r  president, g o t 482 votes 
m ore than  W ill ia m  A lbertson , 
S ta lin is t henchman, ou t o f a  to ta l 
o f 3200 votes cast. Joe Rodriguez, 
succeeded as secre ta ry  treasu re r | ated. 
ove r H a r ry  Lee, a S ta lin is t stooge, 
by a m a jo r ity  o f 557. Leo Stenz- 
le r  succeeded as o rgan ize r w ith

'FOURTH INTERNATIONAL' IS OUT; 
REPLACES 'NEW INTERNATIONAL'

The f ir s t  issue o f “ F o u rth  In-<£ 
te m a tio n a l,”  the  m o n th ly  m aga­
zine o f the S oc ia lis t W orke rs  P a r­
ty ,  is o ff the press! The t i t le  of 
the m agazine is  brand new, b u t 
“ F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l”  continues 
the  best tra d itio n s  o f the  “ New  
In te rn a tio n a l.”  The name “ New  
In te rn a tio n a l”  w as sto len fro m  its  
r ig h t fu l owners, the  S oc ia lis t 
W orke rs  P a rty , b y  a  g roup  o f 
renegades, b u t u s  tra d it io n  con­
tinues in  “ F o u r th  In te rna tiona l..”  

Readers o f “ F o u rth  In te rn a ­
t io n a l”  w i l l  f in d  th a t  the  f ir s t  
num ber a lready  equals the h igh 
standards established ' In  the  best 
days o f the  o ld  magazine. 
“ F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l”  includes 
in  its  f ir s t  issue a rtic le s  on the

theo re tica l doctrines o f M a rx ism  
and c u rre n t p o lit ic a l analysis. I t  
includes studies o f the  A m erican  
trade  un ion  scene and the la te s t 
in te rn a tio n a l developm ents and 
the  w a r. I t  conta ins a re p o rt and 
analysis o f the  recent convention 
o f the  S oc ia lis t W orke rs  P a rty .

“ F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l”  fea­
tu res  the fo llo w in g  tab le  o f con­
ten ts in  its  f i r s t  bow to the  pub­
lic :
1. A n  Open L e tte r  to  James 

B urnham — an a tta c k  on the 
rev is ion ism  and a n ti-M a rx is m  
o f the  N ew  Y o rk  U n iv e rs ity  
professor, b y  Leon T ro ts k y . 
T h is  docum ent was p rev ious ly  
p r in te d  In  the  S.W.P. discus­
sion fo r  p a r ty  m em bers on ly.

2. The Convention o f the  S oc ia lis t 
W orke rs  P a r ty — a re p o rt and 
analysis o f the background and 
proceedings o f the  p a r ty  con­
ven tion  by Janies P. Cannon.

3. In d u s tr ia l U n ion ism  and La bo r 
U n ity — recent developm ents o f 
fundam enta l im portance in  the 
A m erican  labo r m ovem ent are 
reviewed and analysed by  F a r­
re ll Dobbs, L a b o r S ecre ta ry  o f 
the S oc ia lis t W orke rs  P a rty .

4. A u topsy  o f the  N ew  Deal— a 
s tudy o f the tra n s fo rm a tio n  o f 
the Roosevelt a d m in is tra tio n  
by George Nqvack.

5. P rogressive P ara lys is  —  Leon 
T ro ts k y  w r ite s  on the Second 
In te rn a tio n a l and the w ar.

6. A  N ew  Stage in  the  W a r— an 
E d ito r ia l rev iew ing  develop­
m ents in  the  Second W o rld  
W a r since the  conclusion o f the  
S ov ie t-F inn ish  co n flic t and the  
be g inn ing  o f w a r in  the  Scan­
d inav ian  peninsula.

(See N at. Com. Statement—P. 8)

men, s lashing W P A , p ilin g  up 
arm am ents. F ro m  n e ithe r o f 
these boss po litic ia n s  can the av­
erage w o rke r, faced w ith  the 
problem  o f m a k in g  a liv in g , ge t 
an answer to  h is needs. Instead 
the cam paign has been a sham 
b a ttle  over the  v a lid ity  o f a con­
tra c t  w h ich  pe rm itte d  the  p u r­
chase o f v o tin g  machines, over 
s ta te  issues o f “ open o r closed 
to w n ” , o r  w ho sha ll be S afe ty  
Commissioner.

The Labo r Progressive Associ­
a tion  adopted as one o f the 
p lanks o f its  p la tfo rm  a demand 
fo r  p ro v id in g  em p loym ent to  a ll 
unem ployed a t p re va ilin g  wages. 
W hen faced w ith  the  d ire c t ques­
t io n  w he the r he supported th is

w re ck in g  crew  in  th is  local is o f 
m a jo r im portance  to  the cu lin a ry  
w o rke rs  o f th is  c ity , w here  the 
S ta lin is t ru le  o r ru in  p o licy  
reigned supreme fo r  m any years. 
D e fe a tin g  th is  crew  means the 
de feat o f the  bosses’ gu ild  and 
the a rb itra t io n  m ach ine ry  th a t 
the  S ta lin is ts  stand fo r  in  the 
c u lin a ry  unions. The v ic to ry  o f 
the progressives in  Loca l 16 
means th a t  the conditions w h ich  
the S ta lin is ts  tr ie d  to  im p o rt in to  
the local w i l l  no longer be to le ra -

The S ta lin is t scoundrels in  th e ir  
desperate e ffo r t to  w in  th is  elec­
t io n  ca rried  on the  m ost v ic ious

200 votes m ore than  Dennis G its, 1 „ „ h  - . .
a S ta lin is t tool. |a n ti-S e m itic  .cam paign, ca te ring

. . .  . . .  . . p lank, M cDonough in  the St. P au l
D ispatch, A p r i l 15, gave a weasal

office those candidates o f the  L a ­
bo r Progressive A ssocia tion  who 
have accepted its  p rog ram  and 
o rg an iza tiona l d iscipline.

“ Despite the s o rry  spectacle o f 
a cam paign in  w h ich  none o f the  
candidates have dea lt seriously 
and f ra n k ly  w ith  the basic issues 
co n fro n tin g  the  w o rk in g  class—  
w a r, unem ploym ent, the r ig h t  o f 
labo r to  organ ize— the P rogres­
sive La bo r Association candidates 
W enzel, F ind lan , Coolgren, P a r- 
ran to , M auer, W yan t, P alarine, 
represent the independent p o lit i­
cal ac tion  o f the  forces o f o rgan ­
ized labor. N o w  is the  tim e  to  
dem onstra te th a t  la b o r has its  
ow n s tre n g th  and its  ow n so li­
d a r ity  and w i l l  n o t be foo led by 
boss po litic ians.

No Choice fo r  M ayo r
F o r  the  m il i ta n t  w o rke r, the 

cam paign fo r  m ayo r u n fo rtu n a te ­
ly  o ffe rs  no choice. On the one 
hand the re  is the  rea c tion a ry  in ­
cum bent, F a llon , no torious rep ré ­
sen ta tive  o f the  Cham ber o f Com­
m erce in te res ts ; on the other, the 
p rom inen t D em ocra t M cDonough, 
tie d  up w ith  the n a tion a l adm in­
is tra tio n , g iv in g  f u l l  sup po rt to

p a tte rn  established over the past 
tw e n ty  years. D u r in g  th is  double 
decade the finances o f th is  c ity  
have been re g u la r ly  plundered by 
a crew  o f p o lit ic a l gangsters and 
crooks fo r  the benefit o f them ­
selves and the fina nc ia l b igshots 
whom  the y  represent. The poor 
have a lw ays pa id the fre ig h t.

G raft. Runs R io t
M illio n s  o f do lla rs  have been 

th ro w n  in to  subways and holes in  
the ground th a t have never been 
used, bene fiting  nobody b u t con­
tra c to rs  connected w ith  the  Re­
pub lican m achine. T h is  machine 
has kep t the c ity  in  a constant 
annua l financ ia l c ris is  fo r  the  
pas t ten  years. Each yea r they 
pa id fo r  the  de fic it by e lim in a tin g  
o r p ra c tic a lly  e lim in a tin g  some 
pub lic  service.

F ir s t  i t  w as the pu b lic  lib ra ry , 
whose budget has been reduced 
over 40%, m ak in g  i t  a lm ost im ­
possible to  keep books on the 
shelves.

Then i t  was the school system .
Then i t  was pub lic  recreation. 

Then i t  was re lie f fo r  the  un-

Three progressive business ag­
ents succeeded over th ree S ta lin ­
is t  stooges. The progressives also 
elected a decisive m a jo r ity  on the 
executive and a ll o the r' co m m it­
tees.

The defeat o f the  S ta lin is t

to  the m ost backw ard  pre judices 
hop ing thereby to  d iv ide  and ru le. 
B u t the  w o rke rs  of. Loca l 16 show­
ed the w ay to  deal w ith  th is  
w re c k in g  crew, a  w a y  w h ich  w il l  
soon be fo llow ed by  a ll the w o rk ­
ers o f th is  c ity .

answer, say ing  "the  L a b o r P ro ­
gressives are one o f a num ber o f 
c iv ic  and p o lit ic a l groups w h ich  
have endorsed me” — evading an­
sw ering  how  he w ou ld  m eet the 
need fo r  jobs.

“ O n ly  five  o f the  labor-endors­
ed candidates fo r  C ity  Council de- ______
serve support. A x e l Peterson h a s , em ployed— the y  can’t  c u t th is
no c la im  on the  lo y a lty  o f the 
w orkers . N o t on ly  has he voted 
aga inst la b o r on several occa­
sions, n o t o n ly  has he take n  the 
in it ia t iv e  in  c u tt in g  the  salaries 
o f the organized teachers, b u t he 
has in  advance repud iated the 
d iscip line o f the la bo r m ovem ent 
and demanded a b lan k  check o f 
approva l fo r  a ll h is actions, past 
and fu tu re .

“ The Labo r Progressive Asso­
c ia tio n  has adopted a p la tfo rm  
c a llin g  fo r  jobs fo r  a ll a t  trade  
un ion wages, b e tte r housing, p ro ­
tec tion  o f la b o r’s r ig h t  to  o rgan­
ize. The S oc ia lis t W orke rs  P a r ty  
supports  th is  p ro g ra m  as a step 
tow a rd  m ee ting  the needs o f  the 
w orkers, and ca lls fo r  e lection o f 
those candidates who stand on 
the  p rog ram  o f la bo r."

item  m uch m ore because i t  is 
a lm ost non-exis tent by now.

F in a lly , when there  was n o th ­
in g  le f t  to  cu t and som eth ing s t i l l  
had to  be done to  p lu g  up the  
hole made in  the  c ity ’s finances 
by  the p o lit ic a l g ra fte rs  and th e ir  
racke teer financ ia l friends , the 
G.O.P. decided to  t r y  a new an­
gle. T h is  was the  2% sales tax . 
The measure sailed th ro u g h  the 
C ity  Council w ith o u t s t ir r in g  a 
r ip p le  am ong the  bigshots.

La bo r Stopped T h a t
B u t before the y  knew  i t ,  the 

p o lit ic a l p ira tes  had s tru c k  a 
firs t-c lass  squall. The w o rke rs  
w ou ldn ’t  ta ke  i t  any m ore, they  
had pa id enough o u t o f th e ir  own 
l i t t le .  T rade unions, w o rke rs ’ o r­
gan iza tions and even libe ra ls  be- 

(C ontinued on Page 8)

KU KLUXERS MARCHED, BUT
THEY W ON'T NEXT TIME, NEGROES SAY

LOS ANGELES— The Ku Klux Klan marched here the first 
week in A pril, but the next time they try  it  they’ll need more 
than their night-shirts to get by.

Hoodixl and robed, a score of Klansmen started a parade from  
the steps of the C ity H all, marched through the heart of the 
downtown area, distributed vicious leaflets, and returned to the 
C ity H all, where they disbanded. Along the line of the paradt 
they were joined and supported by other Klansmen.

The leaflets called for outlawry of the Communist party. But 
they were obviously directed against a ll labor groups, aim ing to 
further split the working class opposition to war.

The question of stopping the Klan provocations was brought 
up in the Negro class conducted by the Socialist Workers Party. 
The class decided to organize a protest. The Negroes— non-party 
members— helped to w rite, print and distribute a leaflet defying 
the Klan, and calling upon Negroes to prepare for action against 
the Klan.

A mass meeting in the Negro area and other steps to organ­
ize against the next Klan parade are being prepared.

N ext tim e the Klan dares to show its ugly face here it  w ill 
get an appropriate reception from' the Negro and white workers.

P H I L A D E L P H I A  
MAY DAY MEETING

Repeal the 1st 2p.c.WageTax
Speakers:

ROSE CAREY
Member Joint Board, I.L.G.IV.U.

P. WHITE
Former Head Italian Buro of the C.P.

DR. NUMAN
Well-Known Leader of Jewish Workers Movement

J. SIMMONS
Phila. Organizer, Socialist Workers Party

Wednesday Eve.,May 1st
at 431 W. Pine Street 

Admission Free Auspices: Phila. S.W.P.
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The
"LABOR WITH A WHITE SKIN 
CANNOT EMANCIPATE ITSELF 
WHERE LABOR WITH A BLACK 
SKIN IS BRANDED" — KARL 
MARX.

N egro  Q u e s tio n
:by R. L. B IR C H M A N ^ ^

W a r correspondents fo r  the N egro  press have 
re fe rred  to  the v a lo r and courage o f F rance ’s na­
tive  troops and glowed w ith  pride because o f the  
fa c t th a t  there are a g re a t num ber o f Negroes 
serv ing in  the F rench  a rm y. They c la im  th a t th is  
is an ind ica tion  o f no d isc rim in a tio n . One w i l l  
hear m ore o f th is, when A m erica ’s S ix ty  F am ilies  
ca ll on the  Negroes to  sacrifice th e ir  lives once 
m ore to  “ save the w o rld  fo r  dem ocracy.”

L e t us te a r o ff the m ask o f F rench  im peria lism , 
cast aside the fra u d u le n t c la im s o f to le rance and 
see the rea litie s  behind the slogan “ L ib e rty , 
E q u a lity , F ra te rn ity .”

The natives o f F rench  tro p ic a l colonies are 
classed e ith e r as c itizens o r  subjects. The na­
tives in the tow ns o f S t. Louis, D a k a r and the 
Is lan d  o f Gore in  W est A fr ic a  are citizens. These 
na tives acquired th is  s ta tus by a h is to rica l acci­
dent. A s  a re su lt o f the re v o lt o f the H a it ia n  
slaves d u r in g  the F rench  R evolu tion , the  P aris  
Assem bly, in  its  D ec la ra tion  o f the  B rotherhood 
o f M an in  1794, abolished s lavery  in  the colonies. 
W ith  the harden ing o f reaction  in  F rance aga inst 
the revo lu tion , s lavery  was reestablished in  1803. 
The na tives again found themselves the cha tte ls  
o f th e ir  w h ite  m asters. How ever since freedom  
once achieved is n o t rea d ily  g iven up, the W est 
Ind ia n  Negroes took up the’ re vo lu tio n a ry  s tru g ­
gle w h ich  had receded in  France. In  1848 the 
F rench bourgeoisie g ran ted  fu l l  p o lit ic a l r ig h ts  to  
a ll persons liv in g  in  th e ir  colonies as a measure 
to  prevent revo lts  aga inst th e ir  ru le .

N a tives  in  F rench W est A fr ic a  born outside St. 
Louis, D a k a r and Gore are no t c itizens b u t sub­
jects, since these te rr ito r ie s  were incorpora ted in ­
to  the F rench E m p ire  a f te r  1848, when the 
F rench bourgeoisie ha v in g  consolidated th e ir  
power, saw no reason to  extend the r ig h ts  o f 
c itizenship- to the natives. Thus w h ile  a m illio n  
and a h a lf na tives liv in g  in  the cen tra l area o f 
Senegal are citizens, the  s ix ty  m illio n s  l iv in g  o u t­
side these areas are subjects. W h a t is the mean­
in g  o f th is  d is tinc tio n?

The b lack c itizens o f Senegal elect th e ir  own 
depu ty to  the Cham ber o f Deputies in  P aris  and 
share w ith  the w h ites  a c e rta in  am oun t o f au ton­
om y in  the a d m in is tra tio n  o f D a k a r and St. Louis.

Sixty M illion  W ithout Rights
The subjects have no c o n s titu tio n a l r ig h ts . B u t 

by fu lf i l l in g  ce rta in  c iv il and m il ita ry  qua lifica ­
tions they  m ay app ly fo r  c itizensh ip. A n  exam ple 
is the recent decree issued by the F rench  C olon ia l 
M in is try . I t  g ra n ts  the r ig h t  to  vote to  natives 
who v o lu n ta r ily  en lis t fo r  m il i ta ry  service— a 
p riv ileged  n o t extended to  those w ho are con­
scrip ted. The F rench thus  hope to  s tim u la te  re ­
c ru it in g  in  th e ir  colonies. N a tives thus g ranted 
c itizensh ip  w i l l  be exem pt, a long w ith  o th e r c i t i ­
zens, fro m  such ob liga tions  as forced labor, pay­
m en t o f head tax , and o ther irksom e duties— the 
pena lty  fo r  be ing a subject.

F rance ’s sm all num ber o f b lack  c itizens on ly  
have to  serve tw o  years in ' the a rm y  and th a t 
service is in  A fr ic a . B u t the m illio ns  o f b lack  
subjects m ust serve three years in  the a rm y  and 
are sent fa r  fro m  home, to  Indo-C hina, S yria , and 
Europe to  die as shock troops fo r  F rench  "dem oc­
ra cy .”

The F rench, in  o rder to  secure the  services o f 
th e ir  b lack  colonials in  p ro te c tin g  th e ir  il l-g o tte n  
gains, th ro w  o u t sops to  the  sm a ll num ber o f 
b lack e lite  in  o rder to  m ore e ffec tive ly  c o rra l the 
masses fo r  w a r and labo r services. The e lite  as 
c itizens have the r ig h t  to  be tr ie d  under F rench 
la w  and to  re ta in  the services o f a law yer. B u t 
subjects are dea lt w i th  by p o lit ic a l officers and 
chiefs, in  accordance w ith  loca l decrees and s ta ­
tu tes. On occasion, to  prove the  " l ib e ra li ty ”  o f 
the m o th e r coun try , na tives are g iven positions o f 
m in o r im portance.

One Deputy for Sixty M illio n !
France w ith  a popu la tion  o f 40 m illio n  has 500 

deputies in  pa rliam en t, b u t the  m ore than  s ix ty  
m illio n  na tives o f F rench  A fr ic a  have on ly  one. 
The ch ie fs and “ k in g s ”  are no t he re d ita ry  o r 
•elected leaders as before th e ir  conquest by 
F rance, b u t are hand-picked stooges, tra in ed  by 
the F rench  and dependent upon th e ir  exp lo ite rs  
fo r  th e ir  jobs. They depend fo r  th e ir  pay on the 
taxes the y  can squeeze ou t o f the  s ta rv in g  b lack 
peasants. They are even m ore reac tiona ry  than  
th e ir  w h ite  m asters.

B la ise D iagne, the f ir s t  Sengalese to  be elected 
a depu ty and the on ly  A fr ic a n  na tive  to  reach a 
post o f im portance in  the F rench a d m in is tra tion , 
is  an  example o f the  ro le  o f the c itizens as 
lack ies o f F rench im peria lism . D iagne served in  
the  la s t W o rld  W a r as a  re c ru it in g  sergeant fo r  

F rench, re c ru it in g  the  na tive  tribesm en fo r  
cannon fo d d e r., H is  services were rew arded w ith  
the post o f U nder-S ecre ta ry  fo r  Colonies under 
La va l. He was sent to  defend the p o licy  o f forced 
labo r, w h ich  the  F rench  rubber companies were 
us ing in  the Congo, a t the In te rn a tio n a l Conven­
tio n  on Forced La bo r in  Geneva in  1928. In  the  
face o f s trong  sen tim en t fo r  a b o litio n  o f the sys­
tem  D iagne m a in ta ined  th a t  i t  was the  “ sovereign 
r ig h t  o f F rance to impose conscrip tion  in  w h a t­
ever fo rm s  i t  pleased.”  He supported f t  on the 
grounds "o f the educational value o f conscrip tion  
to  na tive  peoples.”

F rance has good reason to  be th a n k fu l to  her 
b lack  e lite. A s  George Padm ore, w r i t in g  in  Plebs, 
states:

"T h is  d iv is ion  between c itizens and subjects is 
a de libera te and ca lcu la ted po licy  o f F rench  im ­
pe ria lism , a im ed a t a lig n in g  the e lite  w ith  the 
w h ite  ru lin g  class, o f w h ich  they consider them ­
selves a pa rt. . . . W ith in  the  F rench E m p ire  the  

^f-defined d iv is ion  m arked  o u t by  its  ru le rs  be- 
..veen c itizens and subjects has served to  hold 
back the  g ro w th  o f the na tiona l lib e ra tio n  m ove­
m en t fa r  behind the  m il i ta n t  leve l i t  has achieved 
in  the B r it is h  A fr ic a n  colonies. N o t one o f the 
Negroes p u rp o rtin g  to  represent th e ir  people in  
the  Cham ber o f Deputies has ever done a s ingle 
th in g  to  advance the cause o f the  g re a t masses 
o f w o rke rs  and peasants in  the  colon ia l te rr ito r ie s  
fro m  w h ich  the y  come. N o t one trade un ion o r ­
gan iza tion  have the y  form ed, n o t one cooperative 
— no th ing. Soldiers o r po litic ians , the y  have a ll 
d is tingu ished  themselves in  p ro m o tin g  and de­
fend ing  the  in te rests  o f th e ir  w h ite  m asters.”

The once progressive s logan o f the  F rench  Rev­
o lu tio n — “ L ib e rty , E q u a lity , F ra te rn ity ” — is  now 
b u t a m ask fo r  F rench  colon ia l despotism.

The Fight for a National Union of Seamen, 
United Around a Program of Class Struggle

(F ro m  the  re p o rt o f the  M a r it im e  F ra c tio n  to  the  A p r i l 5-9 
Convention o f the  S oc ia lis t W orke rs  P a rty )

One o f the most important single tasks in the American 
labor movement today— especially as the war draws nearer 
to this country daily— is the building of a national organiza­
tion o f seamen based upon a class struggle program. I t  is a 
great, historic task. Every step toward it involves struggles 
— struggles against the employers and the government, against 
the class-collaborationists in both the A F L  and CIO, and 
particularly against the greatest internal enemy o f the mari­
time workers, the Stalinists who, at this time, provide the 
greatest obstacle to the development o f a national organization 
o f seamen based upon a fighting program.

Most workers who try  to keep in touch with trade union 
developments know something about the m ilitant role of 
the Sailors Union o f the Paci-^
fic and its struggles fo r a na­
tional organization o f seamen, 
and know also s o m e t h i n g  
about the reactionary role of 
the Stalinist waterfront ma­
chine headed by H arry  Bridg­
es. But the situation existing 
in maritime today is so com­
plex that, even for a general 
understand ing o f it ,  i t  is neces­
sa ry  to  b r ie fly  ou tline  the  various 
forces in  the unions involved. 
Such an ou tline  w il necessarily 
dead m a in ly  w ith  the W est Coast, 
because today th a t is the  m a in  
base o f the con tend ing forces.

B R ID G E S ’ M A C H IN E  F A C E S  
A  N E W  O P P O S IT IO N

The In te rnationad Longshore­
men and W arehousem en’s U n ion  
(C IO ) embraces a ll P acific  Coast 
longshorem en, except a sm a ll 
section, m a in ly  around Tacoma, 
who s t i l l  rem a in  in  the A F L  I n ­
te rn a tio n a l Longshorem en’s Asso­
c ia tion  w h ich  dom inates the E ast 
Coast and G u lf. The IL W U  also 
has in lan d  and w a te r fro n t w are­
housemen on the W est Coast. 
F rom  A la s k a  to  San D iego it ' 
num bers some 13,000 longshore­
men. Headed by  Bridges, i t  is  the 
base o f the S ta lin is t m achine in  
the C IO  on the  W est Coast.

E ve r Since the  end o f the ’34 
w a te r fro n t s tr ike , w h ich  co incid­
ed w ith  the end o f the S ta lin is t 
"T h ird  Period,”  the S ta lin is t po l­
icy  has been cons is ten tly  one o f 
class-co llaboration, covered up by 
m il ita n t  phrases. T h is  po licy  has 
led now  to  B ridges ’ "F iv e  Y ear 
Peace P lan ,”  a  p o licy  o f lo ng ­
te rm  agreem ents and com pulsory 
a rb itra tio n . The IL W U  is now  ne­
g o tia t in g  w ith  the shipowners, 
w ith  B ridges “ ask ing  no conces­
sions,”  fo r  a lo ng -te rm  agree­
m ent, B ridges agree ing to  a rb i­
tra te  e ve ry th in g  in  the agree­
ment.

S ix  years o f fa lse S ta lin is t po l­
ic y  have n o t gone by w ith o u t 
s trong  opposition fro m  the ranks. 
Jus t p r io r  to  B ridges ’ s w itc h  fro m  
the A F L  to  the  C IO  a  po w e rfu l 
oposition developed w ith in  the un­
ion aga ins t the  B ridges m achine. 
Then came the s w itch — and John 
L . Lew is ’ appo in tm en t o f B ridges 
as CIO  d ire c to r o f the  W est 
Coast. T ha t, p lus the  s tu p id ity  o f 
the opposition, saved B ridges' 
skin .

The opposition, b linded by  th e ir  
ha tred o f the S ta lin is ts , made the 
fa ta l e rro r o f no t go ing  along in to  
the CIO. T h a t made i t  com para­
t iv e ly  easy fo r  B ridges to  d iscred­
i t  them ; and th e re a fte r any voice 
ra ised w ith in  the IL W U  in  oppo­
s it io n  to  B ridges was s tigm a tized  
as a stooge fo r  the d iscred ited  op­
position. S ta lin is t m an ip u la tion  o f 
the C IO  vs. A F L  issue forced un ­
ions w h ich  had been in  opposition 
to  B ridges— no tab ly  the  S h ipyard  
W orke rs  U n ion— to  line  up w ith  
the C IO  in  lo y a lty  to  th e ir  p a r­
e n t body. B ridges has been thus 
tra d in g  on CIO  cap ita l ever since 
he received the progressive m an­
tle  o f the C IO  to  cover h is  reac­
tio n a ry  policies.

However, the  c loak is w e aring  
th in . A  new opposition is a ris in g  
w ith in  the  IL W U , centered in  the 
N o rthw est. A  few  weeks ago the 
S eattle  loca l ousted eve ry  know n 
C om m unist p a r ty  stooge and 
elected a com plete opposition 
slate. The opposition in  the  P o rt­
land loca l is s tro n g  and g e ttin g  
stronger.

P R O G R ESSIVES D E M A N D  
O R IG IN A L  M A R IT IM E  
F E D E R A T IO N  O F  ’34

The Seattle  opposition express­
es the demand fo r  re -co n s titu tin g  
the once-pow erfu l M a ritim e  Fed­
e ra tion  o f the  P acific  as a  cen tra l 
body fo r  un ions in  the  m arine  
tra n s p o rt in d u s try  —  Longshore­
men, Sailors, M a rine  F irem en, 
Cooks and Stewards, M asters, 
M ates and P ilo ts , M a rine  E n g in ­
eers, and Team sters— and keep­
in g  out' the  paper and ir re le v a n t 
unions th ro u g h  w h ich  the S ta lin ­
is ts  seized con tro l o f the  Federa­
t io n  and drove o u t the seamen, 
reducing the Federa tion  to  a c a r i­
cature.

The S ta lin is t leadersh ip  o f the 
IL W U  v ic ious ly  opposes th is  de­

mand, kn o w in g  th a t in  a reconsti­
tu ted  F ede ra tion  they w ou ld  lose 
con tro l. San F rancisco rem ains 
the s trongho ld  o f  the S ta lin is t 
m achine in  the  IL W U , fo r  here 
the to p -f lig h t C.P. leaders are 
concentrated and here the y  have 
sys tem a tica lly  colonized the  un­
ion w ith  supporters fro m  outside.

The M arine  (looks and S tew ­
ards (C IO ) is a  W est Coast o r ­
gan iza tion  o f abou t 4,500 m em ­
bers w h ich, under S ta lin is t con­
tro l,  a ffilia ted  to  the C IO  a fte r  
the longshoremen. The Cooks 
have no independent p o licy  and 
can have none, by v ir tu e  o f th e ir  
position  in  the in du s try . T he ir na­
tu ra l place is alongside the  rea l 
pow er on the ships, the  Sailors 
and F irem en. B u t under S ta lin is t 
leadership th e y  have ta iled  be­
h ind the longshorem en, who have 
led them  in to  a b lind  a lley.

S T A L IN IS T  G E N E R A L S  L E A D  
COOKS U P  A  T R E E

The S ta lin is t leadership o f the 
Cooks fo llow ed B ridges in  s ign ­
in g  inde fin ite  extensions o f th e ir  
c u rre n t agreem ents la s t Septem­
ber, to be fo llow ed by  nego tia ­
tions w ith  the shipowners, w ith  a 
clause re q u ir in g  s ix ty  days notice 
o f te rm in a tio n  o f the  agreem ent, 
i f  the y  were unable to  come to  
fu r th e r  te rm s in  the  nego tia tions 
w ith  the shipowners. B ridges did 
th is  w ith  the Longshorem en w ith ­
ou t p r io r  consu lta tion  w ith  any o f 
the o th e r m a ritim e  unions, p u t­
t in g  each on its  own.

The S a ilo rs and F irem en  re ­
fused to  go fo r  th is  extension po l­
icy, w on concessions and signed 
reg u la r agreements.

W hen the Cooks, a f te r  s ign ing  
the inde fin ite  extension, entered 
in to  “ nego tia tions,”  n a tu ra lly  the 
shipowners responded w ith  a re ­
sounding NO  to  every proposal 
fo r  im provem ents in  the agree­
m ent. W h a t is more, B ridges has 
no tified  the  Cooks th a t the  Lo ng ­
shoremen w ou ld  n o t sup po rt any 
un ion s tr ik in g  f o r  i n c r e a s e d  
wages o r im proved w o rk in g  con­
d itions.

T h is  b ro ug h t the  Cooks’ m em ­
bership sm ack up aga ins t the net 
re su lt o f the whole previous po l­
icy  o f th e ir  S ta lin is t leadership 
in  ta il in g  B ridges ’ Longshorem en 
machine. The Cooks have the  
w o rs t agreem ent o f any o f the 
unlicensed groups and the m em ­
bership knows it .

COOKS O R G A N IZ E  A G A IN S T  
S T A L IN IS T  M IS L E A D E R S

The m il ita n t  m em bers w a n t to 
do som eth ing about it .  L o g ic a lly  
th e ir  in te re s t lies in  a lly in g  them ­
selves w ith  the o th e r unlicensed 
groups, the  S a ilo rs and F irem en, 
fo r  th e ir  problem s are s im ila r, 
problem s w h ich  are pe cu lia r to  
seamen and w h ich  do n o t con­
fro n t  shoreside w orkers. A  p ro ­
gressive g roup  is  developing, 
whose p ro g ra m  is based on b r in g ­
in g  the Cooks tow a rd  closer co l­
labo ra tion  w ith  the S ailo rs and 
F irem en. The progressives were 
successful in  ha v in g  the Cooks go 
on record aga inst B ridges ’ “ Peace 
P lan.”  W h ile  the S ta lin is t leader­
ship is s t i l l  s tro n g ly  entrenched, a 
la rge  section o f the un ion is  being 
welded tog e the r aga ins t th is  lead­
e rsh ip  w h ich  has be trayed them.

O f the other, and m inor, o r­
gan iza tions th a t  fo llo w  the  S ta l­
in is t  line, n o t m uch need be said. 
The A m erican  C om m unications 
A ssoc ia tion  (C IO ), covering  the 
sh ip  w ire less operators, is  S ta lin ­
is t-con tro lled . I t  p lays no s ig n if i­
can t role. I ts  m em bersh ip consid­
ers its e lf  p a r t  o f the  officers corps 
aboard sh ip  and w ith  fe w  excep­
tions is as m uch com pany-con­
scious as th e  o th e r officers 
groups.

The M arine  E ng ineers Bene­
f ic ia l A ssocia tion, com pris ing  the 
engineers aboard ship, is  also 
CIO. E x tre m e ly  un re liab le  and 
company-conscious. I t  does no t 
have closed shop agreem ents ex­
cep t w ith  a fe w  lines. The San 
F rancisco headquarters fo llo w s  
the B ridges line. The branches 
are opposed to  B ridges and there 
is s trong  sen tim en t f o r ’w ith d ra w -
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a l fro m  the C IO  to  se t up an in ­
dependent union.

W h ile  we a re  m en tion ing  m in o r 
organ iza tions, le t  us include the 
M asters, M ates and P ilo ts , w h ich  
is the same type  as the engineers 
and rad io  men, b u t a ffilia ted  to  
the A F L .

F IR E M E N  S T IL L  F IG H T IN G  
S T A L IN IS T  W R E C K E R S

The M arine  F irem en, O ilers, 
VVatertenders and W ipe rs  Associ­
a tion  (independent), w ith  a m em ­
bership o f 4,000, has a lw ays been 
closely a llied  w ith  the  Sailors. 
C o n tro llin g  steam, the  firem en 
are one o f the m ost s tra teg ic  
u n its  aboard ship. One o f the 
m a in  po in ts  in  S ta lin is t s tra teg y  
has been to  d rive  a wedge be­
tween the F irem en and Sailors, 
to  ga in  con tro l o f the F irem en 
and use them  as a  weapon to  de­
s tro y  the S.U.P. Several years 
ago the S ta lin is ts  cap tured the  
San F rancisco headquarters o f 
the F irem en and rode roughshod 
over the blanches in  th e ir  des­
perate a tte m p ts  to  smash the 
Sailors.

B u t S ta lin is t con tro l d id  n o t 
la s t long. j F irem enj progressives 
launched the w e ek ly  “ W est Coast 
F irem en,”  and one o f the m a in  
p lanks o f its  p rog ram  was am a l­
gam ation  o f the unlicensed 
groups, .p r im a r ily  the firem en and 
sailors. The paper had the sup­
p o r t o f a ll the branches and soon 
ra llie d  a m a jo r ity  o f the m em ber­
ship behind it .  I n  the  n e x t elec­
t io n  the progressives won, and 
mopped up com ple te ly in  the elec­
t io n  a f te r  th a t.

The ove rw helm ing m a jo r ity  o f 
the m em bership who had suppo rt­
ed the f ig h t  aga ins t the S ta lin is t 
m achine th o u g h t the  f ig h t  was 
over. B u t i t  was not, a t  San F ra n ­
cisco headquarters, thanks  to  
B ridges ’ m achine in  the lo ng ­
shoremen. He m a in ta ins  a p e rm it 
system  in  the IL W U , w ith  about 
700 men usua lly  on the p e rm it 
lis t.  B y  a jud ic ious d is tr ib u tio n  o f 
these pe rm its , the S ta lin is t m a­
chine is able to  m a in ta in  a size­
able num ber o f seamen on the 
beach who, ho ld ing  IL W U  per­
m its , get enougp longshore w o rk  
to  m a in ta in  themselves. W h ich  
means th a t  to  keep th e ir  pe rm its  
they  have to- vote " r ig h t ”  in  the  
S ailo rs o r the F irem en where 
they  are members.

U n fo rtu n a te ly , also, the  person 
upon whom  the  F irem en m em ber­
sh ip  counted to  e lim ina te  the  
S ta lin is ts  proved incapable o f f u l­
f i l l in g  the ta s k — M alone, the sec­
re ta ry . E ssen tia lly  a conservative 
trade un ion o ffic ia l, he finds h im ­
se lf in  agreem ent on m any issues 
w ith  the S ta lin is t class co llabora­
t io n  line. A s proven by the  exper­
ience o f the Sailors, the o n ly  e f­
fec tive  w a y  to  e lim ina te  S ta lin is t 
influence is by  pushing ahead 
w ith  an aggressive class s trugg le  
program . The F irem e n ’s b ranch­
es, however, rem a in  free  fro m

S ta lin is t in fluence and, equa lly  
im p o rta n t, w o rk  closely* w ith  the 
Sailors.

T E A M S T E R S  A R E  A  
P O W E R F U L  F A C T O R

The Team sters (A F L )  are one 
o f the m ost p o w e rfu l groups on 
the w a te rfro n t. They have been 
th rou gh ou t under conservative 
leadership. Nevertheless, i t  was 
the  suppo rt o f the Team sters in  
the '34 s tr ik e , when th e y  refused 
to  go th rou gh  the p icke t lines, 
th a t swung the tide  fo r  the  w a ­
te r fro n t unions.

The Team sters have been in  
con flic t w ith  B ridges since he be­
gan m oving  in to  the in land  w a re ­
houses, over w h ich  the  Team sters 
have A F L  ju r is d ic tio n . W hen 
Bridges tr ie d  the same t r ic k  w ith  
the Team sters th a t he had used 
on the Sailors and F irem en, o f 
passing ou t pe rm its  in  re tu rn  fo r  
support, the Team sters re ta lia te d  
by issu ing  a re t ir in g  card  to  ev­
e ry  team ste r w o rk in g  on a long ­
shore pe rm it. A s  the con flic t w ith  
Bridges became m ore acute, the 
Team sters became m ore am en­
able to  close co llabo ra tion  w ith  
the Sailors.

S.U.P. IS  M O S T P R O G R ESSIVE 
F A C T O R  IN  IN D U S T R Y

A g a in s t th is  background o f  the 
o th e r fac to rs  in  the m arine indus­
try ,  the  ro le  o f the  S ailo rs U n ion  
o f the P acific  can now  be seen 
m ore clearly .

The SUP is unquestionab ly the 
m ost progressive fo rce  in  the 
m a ritim e  in du s try . I ts  f ig h t 
aga ins t the u n io n -tam in g  p ro ­
g ram  o f the U.S. M a ritim e  Com­
m ission is a h is to r ic  la n d m a rk  o f 
A m erican  labor. T hanks to  the 
SU P the governm ent’s f in k  h ir ­
in g  ha lls, established on the  E as t 
Coast w ith  the consent o f  the 
S ta lin is t- le d  N a tion a l M a ritim e  
U nion, never go t a foo tho ld  on 
the W est Coast. The SUP also 
has led the f ig h t aga ins t the gov­
e rnm ent’s " tra in in g  ships,”  de­
signed to  tu rn  o u t scabs fo r  a 
fu tu re  showdown between the un ­
ions and the goverm ent, w h ich  
considers the m erchan t m arine  an 
a u x ilia ry  to  the  navy. L ikew ise  
the S a ilo rs lead the  f ig h t  against 
the B rid ge s -E m pk  ye rs ’ “ Peace 
P lan.”  ----------------- --

W hen one considers a ll th a t the 
Sailors have done in  the  la s t s ix  
years, i t  is e x tra o rd in a ry  to  re ­
ca ll th a t the SUP embraces on ly  
ap p ro x im a te ly  5,000 m em bers—  
the to ta l personnel o f its  c ra f t  in  
W est Coast shipp ing. B u t its  
c lass-strugg le  p rogram , the  hom ­
ogene ity  o f its  m em bership, its  
uncom prom is ing stand a t every 
po in t aga ins t class co llabora tion  
e ith e r w ith  governm ent o r e n i  
ployers, m akes i t  a fa c to r  in  m a r­
it im e  o u t o f a ll p ro p o rtio n  to  its  
num erica l s treng th . T ow ard  i f  a ll 
progressives in  the in d u s try  look 
fo r  leadership.

F o r progressives in  every c ra f t  
rem em ber the tim e  w hen H a rry  
Lundeberg, sec re ta ry -tre asu re r o f 
the SUP, also headed the M a r i­
tim e  Federa tion  o f the  P acific  
and a ll the m a ritim e  c ra fts  oper­
ated under the slogan: “ A n  in ­
ju r y  to  one is an in ju r y  to  a ll.”  
Those were the  days when the 
bosses were on the run.

B u t then began the S ta lin is t 
business o f g e ttin g  co n tro l by 
pushing in to  the federa tion  shore- 
side unions n o t d ire c tly  engaged 
in  m arine  tra n sp o rta tio n . The 
g ro w in g  resentm ent am ong the 
m a ritim e  c ra fts  f in a lly  exploded 
a t the  1938 convention o f the 
M a ritim e  Federation, when the 
B ridges m achine refused to  seat 
the Tacom a Longshorem en dele­
gates a lthough  hav ing  accepted 
pe r cap ita  paym ents fro m  them . 
A nd  th is  came on top  o f the 
Shepard L ine  dispute, when the 
S ta lin is t N a tio n a l M a rit im e  U n ­
io n  tr ie d  to  b reak the  Sailors 
and F irem en ’s con trac ts  w ith  
th a t line, and the Tacom a Long­
shoremen had, sup po rting  the 
S ailo rs and F irem en, successfully 
tied up several Shepard ships.

The Sailors, F irem en, and M as­
ters, M ates &  P ilo ts , w a lked  o u t 
w ith  the Tacom a group. B ridges 
replaced them  w ith  shoreside un­
ions; the fede ra tion  ceased to  be 
“ m a rit im e ”  in  re a lity .

S.U.P. L E A D S  STEPS TO 
M A R IT IM E  U N IT Y

In  every m a ritim e  c ra f t  today 
the men rem em ber w h a t the fe d ­
e ra tion  once was. I t  is  th is  a t­
tachm ent th a t m akes the slogan 
o f re c o n s titu tin g  the M a ritim e  
F edera tion  on its  o r ig in a l basis, 
such a po w erfu l slogan.

M eanw hile, to  f i l l  the gap, the 
S ailo rs have taken the lead in  
fo rm in g  Jo in t Councils o f M arine  
C ra fts  in  every p o rt. The S ta lin ­
is ts  have m aneuvered the Head­
quarte rs  o f the F irem en back in to  
the "m a r it im e ”  Federa tion , bu t 
the F irem an  branches a ll refused 
to  fo llow , so th a t in  th ree  o f the 
m a jo r ports , P o rtland , Seattle 
and San Pedro, the  F irem en are 
w ith  th e ir  n a tu ra l allies, the S a il­
ors, in  the J o in t Councils o f M a r­
ine C ra fts , tog e the r w ith  the 
Team sters, the M asters, M ates & 
P ilo ts  and the P uget Sound IL A  
longshoremen. The rea l economic 
s tre n g th  on the  w a te r fro n t is ob­
v ious ly  on the side o f these coun­
cils, whose existence c le a rly  ex­
poses the  fa c t  th a t  B ridges ’ “ m a r­
it im e ”  fede ra tion  is no th in g  b u t a 
ca rica tu re  h f  the o rig in a l.

B u t s tre n g th  on the  P ac ific  
Coast is no t enough to  assure the 
s u rv iv a l o f the  S a ilo rs and F ire ­
men. The E as t Coast and G u lf 
m ust be organized, and on a m il­
ita n t  basis, o r the shipowners and 
the governm ent can u tiliz e  the 
othe coasts to  destroy the  W est 
Coast unions. The U.S. M a ritim e  
Commission succeeded in  estab­
lish in g  its  f in k  h ir in g  ha lls  on the 
E a s t Coast w ith  the cooperation 
o f the S ta lin is t leadership o f the 
"N a tio n a l”  M a ritim e  U nion, lik e ­
wise the f in k  t ra in in g  sh ip  p ro ­
gram . W hen the  Shepard L ine , 
tw o  years ago, as advance scout 
fo r  the  res t o f the shipowners, 
tr ie d  to  break its  con tra c ts  w ith  
the S ailo rs and F irem en, i t  go t 
crews and a “ c o n tra c t"  fro m  the 
N M U  on the E a s t Coast.

s u p  l a u n c h e s  Se a f a r e r s
IN T E R N A T IO N A L  U N IO N

The Shepard L ine  d ispu te  was 
the fin a l a la rm  s igna l to  the SUP 
th a t i t  was necessary to  fin d  a l­
lies and extend the  o rgan iza tion  
n a tion a lly . A t  the  tim e  the SUP 
was an independent un ion, a l­
though i t  re ta ined its  a ff ilia tio n  
to  the A F L  Labo r Councils in  the  
po rts  and to  the  S tate Federa­
t io n  o f Labor. The A F L  In te rn a ­
tio n a l Seamens U nion, o f w h ich  
the SU P had o r ig in a lly  been p a rt, 
had m eanw hile  gone to  pieces. A t  
the 1938 convention o f the A F L  
the SUP applied and secured an 
In te rn a tio n a l c h a rte r as the Sea­
fa re rs  In te rn a tio n a l U n ion  o f 
N o rth  A m erica . The A F L  had 
cha rte red several fede ra l locals 
on the E a s t Coast and the G u lf, 
w h ich  were now taken  in to  the 
S IU .

In  the la s t tw o  years a whole 
series o f revo lts  have taken  place 
w ith in  the S ta lin is t N a tio n a l 
M a r it im e  U nion, no ta b ly  in  the 
G u lf. The G u lf had a lw ays been 
the m ost m il ita n t  section o f the  
N M U  and th e 's e c tio n  m ost sym ­
pa the tic  w ith  the po lic ies o f the 
W est Coast S ailo rs and F irem en. 
M any o f the rebels are now in  
the S IU  bu t, u n fo rtu n a te ly , the 
rem a in ing  o ld -line  A F L  offic ia ls  
fro m  the  fo rm e r fede ra l locals 
have no t know n how  to  p ro fit  
fro m  the revo lts  aga ins t the  S ta l­
in is t leadership in  the  N M U .

On the fundam en ta l questions 
o f the governm ent f in k  h a ll and 
f in k  t ra in in g  the  S IU  has a  s im i­
la r  po licy  to  th a t  o f the SUP. 
W ith  th a t  as a  founda tion  and 
w ith  the  sup po rt o f the  W est 
Coast section, a m il ita n t  develop­
m en t o f the S IU  is in  the  cards. 
The recent con tra c ts  signed by 
the N M U , g iv in g  w a y  to  the  em­
ployers on a ll key  questions in  a 
desperate a tte m p t to  keep the 
dues com ing in, are l i te ra l ly  fo rc ­
in g  the  developm ent o f new op­
pos ition  m ovem ents w ith in  the 
N M U . Real un ion o rg an iza tio n  of 
the E a s t and G u lf coasts is  a 
b u rn ing  necessity.

The conditions w on by  the F ire ­
m en and S ailo rs on the  W est 
Coast show the  w a y  to  th e ir  b ro ­
the rs  in  the  East. A  n a tio n a l o r­
ga n iza tion  o f Seamen based on a 
f ig h tin g , c lass-strugg le  program , 
can and m us t be b u ilt.

L O C A L  N E W  Y O R K  
A ll  m em bers o f Loca l N ew  

Y o rk  and the  Y P S L  are in ­
s tru c te d  to  a ttend  an im p o rt­
a n t m em bership m e e t i n g ,  
T hursday, A p r i l  25, 8 p.m. 
sharp, Beethoven H a ll, 210 E. 
5 th  S t., N .Y.C .
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OF REVOLUTIONARY MARXISM 

—  for a song
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F IR S T  6 M O N T H S  1939 .....................................$2.00
SECOND S IX  M O N TH S  1939 ..........................$2.00
TO G E TH E R  (including postage)..........................$3.00

Bound Volume —  New International
1938 ..................................$2.00
1939 ..................................$2.50

TO G E TH E R  (including postage)..........................$3.50
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Way Is Now Open 
For Renewing 
Drive in Steel

YO U N G S TO W N , Ohio, A p r i l  21— M ore  than 
2,500 steel w o rke rs  w ith  th e ir  w ives and ch ild ren 
crowded in to  the  C en tra l A u d ito r iu m  on Sunday 
a fte rnoon  and m any m ore hundreds stood o u t­
side lis te n in g  to  the re p o rt o f P h ilip  M u rra y , 
cha irm an o f the  Steel W orke rs  O rgan iz ing  Com­
m ittee  on the Supreme C o u rt decision in  the fa ­
mous R epublic  Steel case. M u rra y  reached the 
h igh  po in t o f h is  speech in  a dec la ra tion  th a t  the 
SWOC w il l  now  p u t on a new o rg an iza tio n  d rive  
w h ich  w il l  no t cease “ u n t il every la s t steel w o rk ­
e r in  every la s t steel m il l in  th is  c o u n try  is a 
m em ber o f the SW OC.”

The Supreme C o u rt decision means th a t the 
Republic Steel C o rpo ra tion  m ust re ins ta te  5,000 
men whom  i t  had discharged fo r  un ion a c tiv ity , 
pay them  $5,000,000 in  back wages, disband the 
com pany unions, and cease in te r fe r in g  w ith  the 
w o rke rs ’ r ig h t  to  jo in  a un ion o f th e ir  ow n choos­
ing. Thus ended the fam ous Republic Steel case, 
three years a f te r  the b loody L i t t le  Steel s tr ike !

In  o rd e r to  advance fro m  th is  p o in t on, i t  is, 
however, necessary to  reca ll the events o f thé 
L i t t le  Steel s tr ik e  and lea rn  its  lessons.

Why L ittle  Steel Was Lost
Seventy thousand men in  seven s ta tes were on 

s tr ik e  in  1937, 35,000 on s tr ik e  in  the M ahon ing  
V a lley  alone. The tru c k  d rive rs  o f Youngstow n 
w en t on a three day sym pa thy  s tr ik e  when the 
troops came in . The ru b b e r w o rke rs  o f A k ro n  
came down in  hundreds o f cars to  a id  in  the 
s trugg le , m ine w o rke rs  jo ined  too. The trem en­
dous m ig h t o f la bo r un ited  and f ig h t in g  was 
shown in  th a t s tr ik e . W h y  was i t  lo s t?

The steel w o rke rs  w i l l  fo rg e t o n ly  a t the cost 
o f fu r th e r  defeats how  the SW OC leadership fo o l­
ish ly  placed so m uch fa ith  in  G overnor D avey 
d u rin g  the 1937 L i t t le  Steel s tr ik e , and asked 
fo r  the N a tio n a l G uard to be sent in  to  “ preserve 
o rd e r” . The troops came in — and in  tw o  days 
opened the m il l  gates and escorted scabs in  
arm ed tru c k s  th ro u g h  the p icke t lines. Can any 
steel w o rk e r fo rg e t th a t?  There are those who 
w ould  lik e  to  pass over th is  m isleadersh ip  o f a 
g re a t s tr ik e , b u t the  steel w o rke rs  canno t a ffo rd  
to  le t  these gentlem en do it .  The m a rty rs  o f the 
M em o ria l D a y  Massacre, o f the  Poland Avenue 
r io ts , o f the M assilon and Canton te rro r, w i l l  n o t 
be re a lly  avenged unless the steel un ion r id s  i t ­
se lf o f  any ideas th a t governm ent in s titu t io n s  
deal ou t even-handed jus tice .

The 1937 s tr ik e  was lo s t because the leaders o f 
the SW OC fa ile d  to  prepare it .  They re jected the 
p o licy  o f m il i ta n t  s tr ik e  s tru g g le  w h ich  alone 
can w in  conditions fo r  the  w orkers , and instead 
lobbyed in  W ash ing ton  and in  Columbus, spend­
in g  m ost o f th e ir  tim e  “ around the conference 
tab le ". They fa ile d  to  g ive  un ion p u b lic ity  to  the 
s tr ik e  and d idn ’t, even issue a  s tr ik e  b u lle tin  o r 
paper. They he ld no mass m eetings, except on 
the  p icke t lines, and no parades. They tr ie d  to 
run  the  s tr ik e  fro m  the top  and d idn ’t  even elect 
a s tr ik e  com m ittee  fro m  the ran ks  o f the w o rk ­
ers. To top  i t  a ll o ff, the y  re lied  on G overnor 
Davey and called in  the  troops.

W ill i t  be ¿Afferent in  the  fu tu re ?  The m eet­
in g  on Sunday showed th a t the leadership o f the 
SW OC learned l i t t le .  The m ee ting  was occupied 
w ith  le n g th y  p re lim ina ries  in  w h ich  thè  leaders 
praised each o th e r in  the  m ost e x tra va g a n t m an­
ner. The m ost d isgu s ting  p o in t was reached when 
John Owens, P resident o f the U n ite d  M ine W o rk ­
ers o f Ohio, in  h a ran gu ing  the audience abou t h is 
own se lf sacrifice and abou t the  fine  qua lities  o f 
P h ilip  M u rra y  w ho "w as placed on e a rth  to  serve 
h u m a n ity ” , f in a lly  b u rs t ou t w ith  the  s ta tem ent 
th a t  he and the  w o rke rs  in  the  audience “ are 
happy to  be s it t in g  a t the  fe e t o f th is  g re a t cha r­
acter, th is  C h ris tian  gentlem an, P h ilip  M u rra y ” .

N o place on the  speakers’ l is t  was provided 
fo r  the leaders in  the  p lan ts , who k e p t every la s t 
SW OC lodge in  existence d u rin g  these three 
years a f te r  the  defeat.

Questions That Must Be Answered
P h illip  M u rra y  in  h is speech took up the ques­

t io n  o f  unem ploym ent w h ich  has become a chron­
ic cond ition  in  steel m ore th a n  anyw here else, 
and shouted “ w h a t is Congress go ing  to  do about 
i t ? ”  B u t he h im se lf said n o th in g  in  regard  to  
w h a t la bo r should do about it ,  and was s ile n t on 
the question o f the 30 ho u r week, w h ich  could be 
a rea l step in  decreasing unem ploym ent.

In  h is ca ll fo r  an o rg an iza tio n  d rive  in  the  
m ills  M u rra y  w arned aga ins t w ild  ca t s tr ik e s  
and s tr ik e s  in  general, say ing  “ go back to  the 
m ills , s ign up the  w o rke rs  in  the  un ion  and then 
come and p u t i t  up to  me and see w h a t I ’m  go­
in g  to do abou t i t ” . H e assured the  w o rke rs  th a t  
he, M u rra y , w i l l  ta ke  care o f th e ir  problem s fo r  
them , w i l l  nego tia te  con trac ts  fo r  them , and w il l  
n o t leave them  in  the  lu rch .

In  o rder to  take  advantage o f the Supreme 
C o u rt decision to  ga in  rea l conditions fo r  the 
steel w o rke rs , the  steel w o rke rs  m u s t m ake the 
SWOC th e ir  ow n union, a  dem ocra tic  un ion. I t  
m ust be based on a m il i ta n t  p ro g ra m  w h ich  relies 
on ly  on la b o r’s s treng th .

I t  m us t place no re liance on governm ent agen­
cies and on governm ent o ffic ia ls. The un ion m ust 
prepare n o t on ly  fo r  the conference tab le b u t fo r  
the serious ba ttles  th a t  m us t come on the p icke t 
line  in  the  s trikes . O n ly  a long these lines w i l l  
the o rg an iza tio n  d rive  succeed.

MAY DAY CELEBRATION 
IN Y0UNGST0WN, OHIO

“ W O R LD  S O C IA L IS M  or W O R LD  
W A R ”  w ill be the subject o f an ad­
dress by David Stevens, Youngstown 
D istrict Organizer o f the S.W.P., at 
the May Day Celebration to be held 
on Wednesday, May 1st, 8:00 p.m., 
at 123)42 E. Federal St., Youngs- 

i town, Ohio.
The celebration w ill include other brief 

talks, a dance, refreshments, enter­
tainment and revolutionary workers 
songs.
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C o lo n ia l W o rk e rs  A re  R efusing  to  B ear th e  B urdens o f W a r
British Soldiers 
Shoot Down Blacks

Negroes of Africa, in Plight as Tragic 

As that of Jews under H itler, Fight 

Back in M ilitan t Strikes

Together w ith  Workers a t Home They 
W ill Smash the R u le  o f  Slaveholders

A  special cable in  the  New 
Y o rk  T IM E S  (A p r i l 4) reported 
th a t In N o rth e rn  Rhodesia troops 
k ille d  ten natives and wounded 
tw e n ty  others when they fired on 
copper m ine s tr ike rs . The shoot­
in g  s ta rted  when 3,00» s tr ike rs , 
who have been out since M arch 
1”  to enforce demands fo r  a 25 
per cent increase in  wages w ith  
a fu r th e r  5 per cent to  cover the 
rise in  the  cost o f liv in g , tr ie d  to  
prevent 150 s trikeb rea ke rs  fro m  f in a n c e  classifies as punishable 
d ra w in g  th e ir  pay. ] offences the b reak ing  o f a labor

w o rk  on the p lan ta tions  o f the 
w h ites  o r in  the m ines in  o rder to  
pay the  taxes.

The e ffect o f these law s can be 
judged by the num ber of conv ic t­
ions under them . In  Rhodesia 
they rose fro m  8,940 in  1927 to  
19.773 in  1935 and have been on 
the increase since.

Slaves A re  P ro fita b le
The M asters and Servants O r-

B ack  of th is  s tr ik e  is a s to ry  of 
m iserable conditions, exp lo ita tion  
and oppression ha rd ly  equalled
elsewhere. P o lit ic a lly  these na­
tives are com ple te ly  d is fra nch ­
ised, and econom ically are re­
duced to  the  s ta tus  o f slaves. 
Robbed by  the B r it is h  o f th e ir  
lands, deprived o f a ll means o f 
economic existence, taxed in  o r­
der to compel them  to  go to  w o rk  
fo r  the Europeans a t s ta rva tio n  
wages, herded in to  reserves and 
compounds, the lo t  o f the natives 
o f South A fr ic a , and the  Rhodes- 
ias is no less tra g ic  tha n  th a t o f 
th e  Jews under the sw astika .

R acia l Law s E nfo rced
The lib e r t ie s ,o f the na tives in  

em p loym ent are res tr ic ted . The 
m ain  law s are the Pass Law s and 
the  M asters and Servants O rd in ­
ances. The Pass Law s are a  series 
o f ordinances d e ta ilin g  a  dozen 
o r  m ore passes th a t  the  natives 
m u s t in  various circum stances se­
cure and c a rry  w ith  them .

They include the la bo r con­
tra c t, g iv in g  de ta ils  o f tr ib e  and 
pay, w h ich  has to  be stam ped by 
the  em ployer each m on th—p ro ­
v id in g  h im  w ith  a usefu l weapon; 
the “ special pass”  requ ired by a 
na tive  m ov ing  fro m  one d is tr ic t  
to  another; the n ig h t pass w h ich  
a na tive  needs i f  he is abroad 
a fte r  the h o u r o f 9 p.m .; and the 
rece ip t fo r  the cu rre n t po ll tax.

Forced Labor
A ll o f these passes cost the na­

tiv e  cash and especia lly the p o ll 
ta x , w h ich  m us t be pa id under 
pe n a lty  o f a d d itiona l fines o r im ­
p risonm en t a t ha rd  labor. In  o r­
d e r to  pay the p o ll ta x  and o ther 
taxes and a t the same tim e  sup­
p o rt themselves and th e ir  fa m i­
lies, the  na tives m us t produce 
crops fo r  the m a rk e t o r w o rk  in  
th e  mines.

B u t the natives have been rob ­
bed o f a ll th e ir  best lands and 
herded in to  reserves where the 
land is  h a rd ly  su ffic ien t to  p ro ­
duce enough to  feed themselves

con tract, absence fro m  w o rk  
w ith o u t leave, re fusa l to  c a rry  
ou t ins truc tions , neglect o f du ty , 
etc. The pun ishm ent is one m on th  
im prisonm en t o r more, and fines.

Enorm ous p ro fits  are' ex tracted  
fro m  the m ines o f N o rth e rn  Rho­
desia. The value o f copper p ro ­
duced by the m ines in  1938 was 
£8,210,000. O u t o f th is  aggregate , 
£3.100,000 was pa id in  dividends, 
w h ile  £1,750,000 w en t in  wages, 
the bu lk  to  1,800 E uropean em­
ployees, who received £1,250,000. 
The 15,000 A fr ic a n s  em ployed in  
the m ost ardous la bo r earned 
am ong them  $500,000. T h is  la tte r  
figu re  includes the cost o f food, 
housing, etc., supplied by the m in ­
in g  companies.

Coolie Wages
The na tives are thus pa id  a 

coolie wage o f fro m  7 and a h a lf 
sh illing s  to  23 and a h a lf sh illing s  
($1.30 to  $5.00) a m onth . A l­
though  the  na tive  w o rke rs  are in 
an ove rw he lm ing  m a jo r ity  in  the 
mines, the re  is a  r ig id  C o lor B a r  
A c t, w h ich  prevents them  fro m  
ho ld ing  any sk illed  o r unsk illed  
job.

The na tives are denied a ll bene­
f its  o f labo r leg is la tion , such as 
W orkm en 's  Com pensation, U n ­
em ploym ent and O ld A ge In s u r­
ance, the Shop H ours A c t, etc.

General S tr ik e  In 1935
T h is  is no t the f ir s t  tim e  th a t 

the  na tive  copper m iners have 
gone ou t on s tr ik e . A l l  the na tive  
m iners w e n t o u t on a general 
s tr ik e  in  M ay, 1935. The soldiers 
opened fire  and k ille d  ten natives 
and wounded others. The m iners 
were supported by the na tive  do­
m estic servants em ployed by  the 
Europeans. The s tr ik e  a t th a t 
tim e, lik e  the one now, had a 
de fin ite  p o lit ic a l character. I t  
pro tested the p o licy  o f the gov­
e rnm ent o f N o rth e rn  Rhodesia, 
w h ich  increased the p o ll ta x  fro m  
10 to  15 sh illings, w h ile  the m in ­
in g  companies refused to  increase

One a fte r  another the  lead ing spokesmen o f the  B r it is h  and 
F rench E m pires repeat reassuring speeches about the  “ u n ity "  
o f th e ir  em pires w ith  the  m otherlands in  the  European death 
s tru g g le  fo r  dom ina tion  o f the  w o rld ’s wealth .

A n th ony  Eden the  o ther day con trasted the ba rba rism  of 
H it le r ’s dom ain w ith  the “ eq u a lity  o f developm ent" under B r it is h  
rule. B u t behind these em p ty  phrases lies the harsh hunger o f 
500,000,000 black, brown, and ye llow  peoples, held in  the  iron  vise 
o f a ru le  no less ba rba ric  than  th a t o f H itle r .

I t  is th is  ru le  th a t  H it le r  seeks in  th is  w a r to  grasp fo r  h im ­
self. I t  is  th is  ru le  th a t  the B r it is h  E m p ire  is f ig h tin g  to  m a in ­
ta in . T h a t is the sum  and substance o f the w ar.

B u t i f  the peoples o f A s ia  and A fr ic a  had on ly the choice 
between H it le r  and the B r it is h  there  could be no hope le ft  a t 
a ll fo r  a fre e r w o rld  to  come.

F o rtu n a te ly  the y  are no t confined to  these choices. They have 
th e  a lte rn a tiv e  choice o f f ig h tin g  and w in n in g  th e ir  ow n fre e ­
dom, o f u n it in g  in  a  soc ia lis t com m onw ealth  w ith  the  w o rkers  
o f the W estern w o rld  and s e ttin g  o u t w ith  them  to  bu ild  a new 
k in d  o f w o rld  fro m  w h ich w a r and oppression sha ll be fo reve r 
banished.

A lth o u g h  the  w a r is on ly  a few' m onths old and the s trugg le  
is on ly  in  its  f ir s t  stages, the re  is a lready am ple evidence th a t 
th is  f ig h t fo r  freedom  is on its  way. I t  is no t the fig h t fo r  B r i t ­
ain aga inst G erm any, o r fo r  G erm any aga inst B rita in , b u t (he 
fig h t o f a ll the oppressed peoples aga inst a ll the ru le rs  w ho bold 
them  in  subjection.

The B r it is h  E m pire , g reatest im p e ria l conglom eration o f 
them  a ll, the  p roduct o f five  centuries o f wars, massacres, rap ­

ine, and successive seizures o f the  resources o f vast areas o f the  
five continents, is  a lready d isp la y in g  g re a t ren ts  in  its  fab ric .

Ind ia , greatest o f a ll colonies, a na tion  o f 375,000,000, is once 
m ore pregnant w ith  revo lt. The w o rkers  o f Ind ia  have already 
shown in  g ro a t mass s tr ik e s  th a t  they do no t in tend  to  ta ke  on 
th e ir  knees the  w a r lash o f the B r it is h  ra j. L inder the pressure 
o f these g re a t masses, the  Ind ian  n a tio n a lis t m ovem ent is ad­
vancing in to  an e ra  of fresh open s tru g g le  aga inst B r ita in . In  
the House of Commons la s t week, a  governm ent spokesman 
warned th a t th is  m ovem ent w i l l  be m et w ith  force. He said 
B r ita in  w ou ld  no t and could no t g ive In d ia  its  independence. 
He was r ig h t. The Ind ia n  people w i l l  have to  take  it .

N o t even w a rtim e  censorship has been able to  conceal com ­
p le te ly  the g ro w th  o f unrest am ong the colon ia l jieoples. S trikes  
in  a ll p a rts  o f the em pire fro m  A fr ic a  to  the  W est Ind ies are 
beg inn ing to  reveal w h a t re a lly  lies behind the  “ u n ity ”  o f the 
g rea t dom ain. In  these u n fo ld ing  s trugg les  th e  de te rm ina tion  o f 
the  b lack, brown, and y e llo w  peoples o f the  w o rld  to  cease being 
the  packhorses o f W estern c a p ita lis t c iv iliz a tio n  g row s and in  
the end w ill p reva il.

They, and no t H it le r ,  Cham berla in , Reynaud, D a lad ie r &  Co. 
sha ll say the fina l w ord in  th is  w a r. A s the  w o rke rs  o f B r ita in , 
France, Germ any, and the w a rr in g  countries o f the near fu tu re , 
the  U n ited  States, I ta ly ,  and the  rest o f Europe, raise th e ir  
heads in s trugg le  aag inst the  w a r m akers, they w il l  find th e ir  
m ost po w e rfu l suppo rt in  the  s trugg les o f the sub ject peoples 
in  the  colonies. In  the com bination  o f these tw o  cu rren ts  lies 
the  fu tu re  hope o f society.

Workers of Shanghai 
In M ilitant Strikes

Face Guns and Bayonets of Invaders and 
Other Powers in Broad Revival of 

Union Struggles for Living Wage

In d ia n  Masses Answer B rit is h  Masters 
W ith  Waves o f  M ilita n t Strikes

The na tives are thus forced to  I wages.

West In d ia n  Negro Dock and  
P la n ta tio n  W orkers S tr ik in g

Three trade un ion is ts  in  P o rt-  
of-Spain, B r it is h  T rin id a d , were 
convicted in  M arch  on a charge 
o f v io la tin g  the  w a r regu la tions; 
the  Em ergency Defense A c t. The 
men were arrested fo r  demon­
s tra t in g  in  sym pa thy  w ith  s t r ik ­
in g  employes o f the  T rin id a d  
E le c tr ic  Board a t B e lm on t in  defi­
ance o f the  ban aga inst the  as- 
sem bly ing  o f m ore t lfk n  ten per­
sons.

Shouts o f “ T h is  is an exam ple 
o f B r it is h  ju s tic e !”  greeted the  
judge as he fined the w o rke rs  $15 
each o r 21 days in  prison, a t the  
same tim e  im posing a  $50 bond 
upon each to  guarantee th e ir  
"good”  conduct henceforth .

A llo y  Donawa, one o f the de­
fendants, had raised a la rge  red 
fla g  d u rin g  the  dem onstra tion  
and O 'Connor, another o f the de­
fendants, denounced the  judge 
and B r it is h  justice .

The A m ste rdam  N ew s re p o rt­
ed;

“ W ith  a ttem p ts  by the  loca l 
governm ent, h id in g  behind its  
so-called w a r powers, to  crush 
the  s tr ik e rs  and deny th e ir  de­
m ands fo r  h igh e r wages and 
hum ane w o rk in g  conditions, the 
people o f the  c ity  and cou n try  
as a  whole are aroused to  the  
p o in t o f violence, a  d ispa tch 
stated. B u t B r it is h  oppression 
continues to  keep the  w o rk in g  
masses a t a s ta rva tio n  leve l of 
existence w h ile  i t  takes every­
th in g  i t  can ge t to  f ig h t  a  w a r 
in  d is ta n t lands, i t  concluded.”

U r ia h  B u tle r, the  cripp led  la ­
bo r leader is s t i l l  he ld in  "p re ­
ven tive  a rre s t”  a t a concentra­
t io n  cam p on Nelson Is land. B u t­
le r  is  he ld “ as a na tive  whose

acts in  any m anner m ay be p re j­
u d ic ia l to  pub lic  sa fe ty  and de­
fense.”  Persons detained under 
th is  em ergency la w  in  B r it is h  
colonies are denied r ig h t  o f ha­
beas corpus b u t m ay m ake repre­
sentations to an A d v is o ry  Com­
m ittee  appointed by  the Gover­
nor. In  T rin id a d  th is  com m ittee 
is com prised o f one N egro  judge 
and tw o  loca l wh ites.

B y  R O B E R T L. B IR C H M A N
Since the w a r began, In d ia  has 

been swept by a wave o f m il ita n t  
s tr ike s  th a t con s titu te  the real 
pressure fo rce  behind the Ind ian  
n a tio n a lis t movem ent.

W hen you read abou t G andhi 
com ing around to  ta lk in g  abou t 
a “ c iv il disobedience cam paign”  
you kno w  he is fee ling  the scorch­
in g  heat o f the Ind ian  mass move­
m ent.

Despite the w a rtim e  censor­
ship, i t  is  now  possible to  g ive a 
considerable l is t  o f these Ind ian  
s trugg les o f recent m onths. The 
‘T im es o f In d ia ”  o f Bom bay, in  

Jan ua ry  and F ebruary , published 
a lm ost d a ily  rep o rts  o f these 
s trikes . Here a re  a few  o f them : 

O ver 1,000 w o rkers  a t the Gen­
era l M otors, L td ., Bom bay, o rgan­
ized in  the General M o to rs  W o rk ­
ers U nion, were on s tr ik e  fo r  13 
days in  F ebruary . The w o rke rs  
w on 10 to  15 percent wage in ­
creases. The w o rke rs  p icketed the 
roads lead ing to  the p la n t in  o r­
der to  p reven t scabs fro m  en te r­
in g  the fa c to ry . ®

The s tr ik e  o f over 3,000 w o rk ­
ers a t the b r ic k  k iln s  a t Cawn- 
pore ended fo llo w in g  the  g ra n t­
in g  o f wage increases.

A t  Dacca, the  m anagem ent o f 
the te x tile  m ills  declared a  lo ck ­
ou t a fte r  6,000 w o rke rs  w e n t ou t 
on s tr ike . F o r ty  o f the s tr ik e rs  
were arrested fo r  p icke ting .

A  general s tr ik e  was called fo r  
M a rch  1, by  the N a g p u r T e x tile  
W orke rs  U n ion. T h is  step was 
taken  a fte r  the m ill owners re­
fused to  g ra n t the demands o f 
the un ion fo r  fu l l  res to ra tio n  o f 
wage cuts and fo r  a 35 percent 
increase in  wages to  meet the in ­
creased cost o f liv in g . A  m eeting  
o f the P ro v in c ia l T rade U n ion  
Congress was called to  consider 
steps to  he lp the  general s tr ik e  
o f the te x tile  w orkers.

On F eb ru a ry  14, the  w o rke rs  
in  the w eav ing departm ent o f the

V ic to r ia  M ills  No. 2 in  Bom bay 
staged a s it-dow n  s tr ike , demand­
in g  wage increases. W orkers  in  
M il l  No. 1 s tru c k  a few  days 
previously.

A  general s tr ik e  was called on 
F e b ru a ry  26 by  the J o in t Board 
o f R epresentatives o f the  Ahm ed­
abad T e x tile  La bo r Association, 
a fte r  a  b a llo t o f the m em bership 
had been 'taken  in  w h ich  n o t one 
m em ber was reported as v o tin g  
aga inst the s tr ik e . The s tr ik e  is 
the la rgest in  Ahm edabad since 
1923 and involves over 100,000 
w orkers . The w o rke rs  are de­
m and ing  a 25 percent increase in  
wages. “ The v iew  is held in  m il l-  
agent c irc les th a t the s tr ik e  de­
clared by  the T e x tile  Labo r A s­
socia tion w i l l  be a tough  and p ro ­
longed s tru g g le ." Two o f the 
s tr ik e  leaders have been arrested.

La tes t reports  are th a t  the s it-  
down s tr ik e  a t the  S aharanpur 
C igare tte  F a c to ry  a t Cawnpore, 
U n ite d  Province, w h ich  began on 
F e b ru a ry  15 s t i l l  continues. O ver 
1,200 w o rkers  in c lud in g  c le rks  are 
p a rtic ip a tin g . The m a in  demand 
o f the w o rke rs  is  fo r  wage in ­
creases.

The s tr ik e  a t the L a lla m a l H a r- 
deodas C o tton  T e x tile  M ills  in  
Cawnpore s ta rted  on F eb ru a ry  11 
continues according to  la te s t re-

ports. The G overnm ent La bo r o ffi­
cer advised the w o rke rs  to  accept 
a sm all wage increase b u t they 
demanded more. A l l  the w o rkers  
a t the Job Press, b iggest press in  
Cawnpore are on s tr ik e  dem and­
in g  wage increases.

The te x tile  w o rke rs  in  S ha lapur 
are p re pa ring  fo r  a s tr ik e  and 
la te s t reports  are th a t  the s tr ik e  
o f te x t ile  w o rke rs  a t U j ja in  in  its  
seventh week is s t i l l  go ing  strong .

Receiving no favo rab le  re p ly  to  
th e ir  no tice dem anding wage in ­
creases the m un ic ip a l sweepers 
and m enia l servants a t S ha lapur 
fo rm ed  a un ion and called a 
s tr ik e  ion F e b ru a ry  21.

A  reso lu tion dem anding the 
paym en t o f a  30 per cent wage 
increase as o f December, 1939, 
was passed a t a general m eeting  
o f the Bom bay P o rt t r u s t  E m ­
ployees U n ion  on F e b ru a ry  19. 
The reso lu tion  states th a t the re  
has been a 40 per cent rise in  the 
cost o f l iv in g  since A ug ust, 1939. 
The union is  p re pa ring  fo r  s tr ik e  
action  to  secure its  demand.

A  demand fo r  a 40 percent 
wage increase was made in  a re ­
so lu tion  passed a t the annual 
m eeting o f the B.B. and C.I. R a il- 
w aym en’s U n ion  o f Bom bay. B o th  
unions are p re p a rin g  fo r  s tr ik e  
action.

The la te s t re p o rt ava ilab le  
on the  s tr ik e  o f over 150,000 
te x t ile  w o rke rs  in  Bom bay th a t 
s ta rted  e a rly  in M a rch  ind ica te  
th a t a m a jo rity ' o f the w o rke rs  
are s t i l l  out.

The T im es o f London (M arch  
29) reports  th a t when the m ills  
reopened a f te r  the  E as te r H o li­
days, d isturbances occured be­
tween the s tr ik e rs  and the  “ lo ya l 
w o rke rs .”  A  governm ent la w  now 
fo rb ids  p ic k e tin g  except by  tw o  
persons a t each m ill.  O n ly  24 ou t 
o f 64 m ills  were able to  s ta r t  
w o rk . The w o rke rs  w e n t o u t on 
s tr ik e  dem anding a 25 percent 
wage increase to  m eet the ris in g  
cost o f liv in g .

The N ew  Y o rk  T im es (A p r i l  1) 
reports  th a t 15,000 m un ic ipa l 
s tree t cleaners in  C a lcu tta  are 
s t i l l  ou t a f te r  a week’s tim e. They 
w ent o u t o n .s tr ik e  dem anding a 
25 percen t rise in  pay.

Shanghai, scene o f a m in o r in ­
d u s tria l boom because o f the in ­
creased demand fo r  dom estica lly - 
produced goods, has also been the 
scene in  recent weeks o f a sharp 
re v iv a l o f w o rk in g  class a c tiv ity . 
T h is  period has been m arked by 
a series o f im p o rta n t s trikes , 
fough t w ith  the dogged m ilita n c y  
so ch a ra c te ris tic  o f the Chinese 
w orkers.

S tr ik e rs  in  Shanghai not m ere­
ly  have o rd in a ry  police to  contend 
w ith  bu t come in to  a lm ost im m e­
d ia te  d irec t co n flic t w ith  sold iers ' 
and m arines o f the powers who 
have divided the c ity  in to  “ de­
fense”  zones. The Japanese, I t a l ­
ian, B r it is h , F rench , A m erican  
m arines and troops are used reg­
u la r ly  to  e ject s it-dow n s tr ik e rs  
and to  p a tro l s tru c k  p lants.

Despite these odds, the  s tr ike s  
have been g ro w in g  in  num bers 
and effectiveness. The m ost rec­
en t re p o rt to  reach here is o f a 
s tr ik e  on Feb. 29 o f 2,000 em­
ployes o f a B ritish -ow n ed  om n i­
bus com pany w h ich  won a 30 
percent wage increase and a fixed 
price  on rice  bought th rou gh  the 
com pany. The s tr ik e rs  in  th is  
case were tear-gassed o u t o f the 
bus depot by  I ta lia n  m arines 
called in  by  the B ritish -do m ina te d  
M un ic ip a l Police. The depot was 
in  the I ta lia n  “ zone.”  A  fe w  days

rooms co n g ra tu la tin g  share­
holders on excep tiona lly  suc­
cessfu l w o rk in g  years, hu ng ry  
crow ds have been ra id in g  rice  
shops in the o ften  vain hope o f 
pu rchas ing  a l i t t le  o f the  food 
whose price has soared w ay be­
yond the  reach o f th e ir  slender 
p o c k  e t-books. Inve s tig a to rs  
have ascerta ined th a t w o rke rs  
in  (he W estern D is tr ic t,  la rgest 
in d u s tr ia l area o f the  c ity , are 
now reduced to liv in g  on rice  
alone— and not ve ry  m uch o f 
th a t. Vegetables, m ea t and 
fish— not to  speak o f such lu x ­
uries as f r u i t— are u t te r ly  be­
yond (h e ir reach, ¡ jlu ln u tr it io n  
is beg inn ing to  sap the s treng th  
o f those now liv in g  and th re a t­
ens the  generations unborn.”

Rice is now m ore than  fo u r 
tim es the p rice  a t w h ich  i t  could 
be bought p r io r  to the h o s tilit ie s  
in  1937. There have been huge 
increases in  ne a rly  a lT  com m odi­
tés, bo th  lo c a lly  produced and 
im ported.

S tr ik e rs  Q uadrup le In  Year
In  1939, accord ing to  the an­

nua l re p o rt o f the  Shangha i M u ­
n ic ip a l Police published the la s t 
week in  F eb rua ry , there w ere 96 
s tr ik e s  in v o lv in g  24,628 w o rke rs  
in  the In te rn a tio n a l S e ttlem ent as 
com pared w ith  21 in vo lv in g  6,149 
w o rke rs  in  1938. F o r ty -s ix  o f the

e a rlie r the same Ita lia n  m arines 96 s tr ik e s  were d ire c tly  connected 
used th e ir  te a r gas bombs to  I w ith  the wages and cost o f liv in g

U nions G row ing
Trade un ionism , as a re s u lt o f 

B u t le r ’s e ffo rts , has made re ­
m arkab le  progress in  T rin idad . 
Today the re  are 18 trade  unions. 
C o llective b a rga in ing  is develop­
in g  on a perm anent basis in  the 
m a jo r industries  and prom ises to  
extend to  the less w e ll-o rganized 
ones.

O il fie ld  w o rke rs  have ju s t won 
a fu r th e r  wage increase o f tw o  
cents per ho u r p lus a  w a r  bonus 
o f  one-ha lf cent pe r ho u r fo r  
every five  po in ts  rise in  the cost 
o f liv in g . W orke rs  now receive 
90 cents to $1.12 per day accord­
in g  to  the  job  and s k ill.  O u t o f 
abou t 9,000 o il w o rke rs  in  T r in i­
dad, 8,000 are organized.

ica l Im pe ria lism  to  foo l them  in  
the  colonies.”

Jam aica “ O kies”  S tr ik e
In  Jam aica the w o rke rs  on the 

various fa rm s  o f th e  U n ited  F r u i t  
Com pany w e n t o u t on s tr ik e  on 
A p r i l  2 and la te s t reports  a re  th a t 
the s tr ik e  is ra p id ly  spread ing 
The w o rke rs  are s t r ik in g  fo r  
h igher wages and aga inst the re­
pressive actions o f the offic ia ls 
o f the  company.

Jam aica is faced w ith  a con­
s t itu t io n a l c ris is  because the 
governor used his veto to  re ta in  
the ta x  com m issioner fo r  another 
tw o  years. The elected m embers 
o f the Le g is la tive  Council are 
p ro te s tin g  the  governors use o f 
the  ’’pa ram o un t im portance”  
clause o f the Jam a ica C onstitu ­
tion .

K in gs ton  Dockers S tr ik e  
In  K ings ton , Jam aica, B r it is h  

W est Ind ies, w o rke rs  on th ree  
docks w e n t on s tr ike , dem anding 
48 cents an hour and an e igh t 
hour day, cha rg ing  th a t since 
1938, the y  have been pa id 20 
cents an hour and forced to  w o rk  
eleven hours.

A  speaker a t  a  m ee ting  the 
la s t week in  F eb ru a ry  o f the In ­
d u s tr ia l T rade U n ion  led b y  Bus- 
tam ente “ called, upon the w o rk ­
in g  classes no t to  a llo w  h y p o c rit-

Behind the Lines
The Struggle Between Japan and U. S. 
Over Which Is to Plunder the Indies

By GEORGE STERN 1 ~

B rit is h  “ D em ocracy”
B y  in v o k in g  the “ pa ram ount 

im portance”  clause, the  governor 
orders the m em bers o f the Leg is­
la tiv e  Council to  vote w ith  the 
governm ent on any question 
w h ich  is  considered essentia l to  
the m aintenance o f B r it is h  au­
th o r i ty  and prestige . The com­
bined vote o f the governm ent 
members, a s o rt o f House o f 
Lo rds g roup  in  the Le g is la tu re , is  
used to  vote down the elected 
members.

S tories and the screen have 
made fa m il ia r  to  us the  m anner 
in  w h ich  Vultures begin to  swoop 
and c irc le  over a m an los t in  a 
w ilderness waste, w a it in g  to  
pounce down upon h im  fo r  the 
feast as soon as li fe  leaves him . 

W e’re w itness ing now a  s im ­
i la r  s o rt o f scene, w ith  the  
G reat Powers hovering  hun­
g r i ly  over the  D u tch  E as t In ­
dies, w a it in g  th e ir  o p p o rtu n ity  
to  s ink  th e ir  c laws in to  i t  as 
soon as H o lland  is  la id  pros­
tra te  by w a r in  Europe.

C hief o f the  w a it in g  vu ltu res  
are, o f course, the U . S. and 
Japan, both o f w h ich  have now 
served notice upon each o ther 
and upon the  w o rld  th a t they 
in tend  to  have the fina l say 
abou t the fa te  o f the  Ind ies. 

T h a t the  g re a t arch ipelago 
s tre tc h in g  3,000 m iles across the  
South Seas is  lo s t to  H o lland  
seems a foregone conclusion. The 
D u tch  have ex trac ted  its  w ea lth  
fo r  ne a rly  th ree cen turies  and 
now, w ith  the  w o rld  be ing re -d i­
vided by  the  grea te r, m ore pow ­
e rfu l p lunderers, the * tim e  has 
come fo r  them  to  be displaced. 
The D u tch  ca p ita lis ts  rea lize th is  
w e ll enough.

A f te r  bo th  Japan and the  
U. S. had Issued sta tem ents 
about the  “ s ta tus  quo”  o f the  
islands —  (ne ithe r one, o f 
course, means a  D u tch  s ta tus  
quo)— the N etherlands govern­
m ent announced th a t  I t  has 
“ ne ithe r demanded no r w ou ld  
accept p ro tec tion  fo r  the  is ­
lands w hateve r its  source”  and 
asserted th e ir  a b ili ty  to  defend

themselves aga inst an y  a tta ck , 
likew ise  w hateve r its  source.

B o th  F o re ign  M in is te r A r i ta  
and S ecre tary o f S tate Cordell 
H u ll issued sta tem ents dec la ring  
in  a lm ost iden tica l te rm s th a t 
ne ithe r c o u n try  wanted to  see the 
s ta tus  quo o f the  r ic h  E as t Ind ies 
changed as a re su lt o f the devel­
opm ents in  Europe.

,  In  the  press o f bo th  coun­
tr ie s  th is  im m ed ia te ly  unloosed 
a flood o f accusations and coun­
ter-accusations th a t  bo th gov­
ernm ents contem plated se iz ing 
the  islands a t the  first, fa v o r­
able o p p o rtu n ity . B oth , o f 
course, were r ig h t.  The w ord  
“ p ro te c tio n ”  has taken  on a 
new m eaning, especially since 
the  A llie s  and G erm any both 
set ou t a t about the  same tim e  
to  "p ro te c t”  N o rw ay.

Just- how  fa r  U . S. im p eria lism  
w i l l  go to  p reven t the  w e a lth  o f 
the Ind ies fro m  fa ll in g  in to  Ja­
pan’s hands w i l l  be determ ined, 
o f course, by  how  the w a r  in  gen­
era l develops. T h a t they do n o t 
mean to  do so o u t o f any a ltru ­
is t ic  m otives was sta ted  qu ite  
b lu n tly  in  a  W ash ing ton  d ispa tch 
to  the Jou rna l o f Commerce on 
A p r i l 17 w h ich  sta ted:

“ There is  some doub t th a t 
the  U n ite d  S tates w ou ld  a t­
te m p t to  p ro te c t [ th e re ’s th a t 
w o rd  p ro te c t a g a in !] the  D u tch  
possessions unless H o lland  
ceded them  under a p ro tecto ­
ra te . T h is  w ou ld  g ive  the  
U n ited  S tates an exclusive 
r ig h t  w h ich  no governm ent 
could contest except a t  r is k  o f 
w a r.”

B R IT IS H  H A V IN G  T R O U B LE  
IN  C E Y LO N , TOO

A ll the M in is te rs  in  the S tate 
C ouncil o f Ceylon resigned on 
F e b ru a ry  27.

The res ignations are a pro test 
aga inst the suppo rt g iven by  the 
G overnor to  the Inspector-G ener­
al o f Police, w ho declined to ac­
cede to  the request o f  the M in is ­
te r  o f Hom e A ffa irs  th a t he 
should in s tru c t police o ffic ia ls  to  
consent to  postponem ent o f the 
t r ia l  o f the leaders o f a s tr ik e  on 
the M oo loya E s ta te . The M in is ­
te rs  w anted a postponem ent u n t il 
a Com m ission, appointed by  the  
G overnor a t the request o f the 
S tate Council, had made pub lic  
its  in q u iry  in to  the shooting  by 
the  police o f one o f the s tr ike rs .

I t  is  expected th a t  the re  w i l l  be 
a demand fo r  d isso lu tion  o f the 
Ceylon pa rliam en t.

The p la n ta tio n  owners and b ig  
business in te rests in  Ceylon are 
now u rg in g  the B r it is h  G overn­
m en t to  recast the c o n s titu tio n  o f 
Ceylon and m ake i t  less lib e ra l 
than  the present one.

d rive  s it-dow ners ou t o f the p la n t 
o f the A m eriean-ow ned China 
General Edison Company.

O the r N o tab le  S trikes  
Some 2,500 laborers em ployed 

by the Shanghai M un ic ip a l Coun­
c il s tru c k  fo r  and w on ad d itiona l 
rice  allowances. O th e r s tr ik e s  
were occu rrin g  a t the Chinese 
W in g  On te x tile  m ill,  the  B r i-  
tish -A m e rica n  tobacco com pany 
p lan ts, and a long the w a te r­
f ro n t  where dock w o rke rs  o f the 
Shanghai T ug  and L ig h te r  Co. 
s tru c k  fo r  increases fro m  th e ir  
$17 (M ex.) per m on th  wages. 
This, toge the r w ith  rice  a llo w ­
ances, represents a wage in  U.S. 
equ iva lent o f less than  $2 a 
m onth

O n M arch  2 the  C h ina  W eekly 
Review  said e d ito r ia lly :

“ In d u s tr ia l p lan ts  and en te r­
prises, in  nea rly  a ll th e ir  m ain 
branches, made record p ro fits  
la s t year, w h ile  on the clear c u t 
show ing o f the  com petent a u th ­
o ritie s  the producers o f th is  
p ro fit  have never been worse 
off. W h ile  com pany cha irm en 
have sat in com fo rtab le  board

prob lem ; the others were lin ke d  
to  the  same prob lem  in  one w ay 
o r  another.

I t  is  fro m  such beginnings, 
rooted in  the  s ta rke s t necessity 
know n by any w o rke rs  in  the  
w orld , th a t the  re -g rou p in g  o f 
the  Chinese w o rke rs  in  the  im ­
pe ria lis t-occup ied centers w i l l  
take  place— indeed, is a lready 
ta k in g  place.

The s itu a tio n  in  Shanghai is 
dup lica ted in  one degree o r  an­
o th e r in  a ll the p r in c ip a l in du s t­
r ia l centers seized by the Jap ­
anese.

Three years o f w a r and the 
heavy heel o f the  would-be con­
querors have no t ob lite ra ted  
the  w il l  to  live  and in  th is  w ill 
deep w ith in  the  Chinese w o rk ­
in g  class the  Japanese, and a ll 
o th e r exp lo iters, Chinese, B r i­
tish , A m erican , F rench , con­
fro n t  the  fo rce  destined to  over­
come them  a ll. The Chinese 
w o rk e r has r iile n  again and 
again, re -fo rm ed his shattered 
ranks  and o rgan iza tions, and 
plunged fo rw a rd  in to  s tragg le . 
Ho is do ing it. aga in  today in  
Shanghai.

B u rm a  Protests Forced R ole  
As S up po rting  B r i ta in ’s W ar

The House o f Representatives s tr ik e  was ham pering  m il ita ry

JUST O U T!

WM Y we
Befehd
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o f B u rm a  passed a reso lu tion  on 
F e b ru a ry  24 p ro te s tin g  th a t  the 
B r it is h  had included B u rm a  in  the 
w a r between G rea t B r ita in  and 
G erm any "w ith o u t the consent o f 
the people o f  B u rm a  and have 
fu r th e r ,  in  com plete d isregard  o f 
Burm ese opin ion, passed law s and 
adopted measures c u r ta ilin g  the 
powers and a c tiv itie s  o f the  B u r­
m a G overnm ent.”  The reso lu tion  
demanded “ th a t B u rm a  should be 
recognized as an independent na­
t io n  e n title d  to  fram e  h e r own 
co n s titu tio n  and fu r th e r  th a t  
su itab le  ac tio n  should be taken, 
in  the im m edia te present to  g ive 
e ffect to  th a t p rin c ip le  in  regard  
to  the governm ent o f B u rm a .”

In  Singapore, m a in  nava l base 
o f B r it is h  Im p e ria lism  in  the F a r 
E as t there have been im p o rta n t 
s tr ike s  recently . F ro m  the mea­
ger press repo rts  i t  appears th a t 
w h a t was described as on ly  a 
s tr ik e  am ong dock w o rke rs  em­
ployed by the  H a rb o r Board  was, 
in  fac t, a m ovem ent o f m uch 
la rg e r p roportions.

B U N D L E  R A T E S :
10 to  25 copies— 3 cents each 

26 copies o r m ore— 2 f i  cents each

Send R em ittance w ith  O rder

Pioneer Publishers
116 U n iv e rs ity  Place 

N ew  Y o rk  C ity

* * * * * * * * * * * * *

The Jan. 18 London T im es m en­
tioned casua lly  th a t  th ree  to  fo u r 
hundred w o rke rs  engaged in  the 
hospita ls also s tru ck . W orke rs  in  
a cane fa c to ry  beseiged fo u r  E n g ­
lish  offic ia ls  o f the  fa c to ry  and 
fo u g h t the po lice w ho had been 
summoned to  release the offic ia ls, 
us ing bo ttles  as m issiles. The 
T im es correspondent declared 
e m p ha tica lly  th a t  the  s tr ike s  
w ou ld  “ n o t ham per nava l w o rk  
and sh ipp ing w i l l  no t be a ffec t­
ed.”

A nd  y e t before tw o  days- had 
passed, i t  was reported th a t  “ the

w o rk ”  and th a t  “ i t  was im pos­
sib le fo r  the  governm ent to  to l­
e ra te acts o f th is  k in d .”  M an y  o f 
the s tr ik e  leaders, a l l Chinese, 
were behind p rison  bars charged 
w ith  the  offense o f “ p re ju d ic ing  
the w a r e ffo rts ” .

The la s t rep o rts  ava ilab le  i  
fo rm  us th a t ii^  sp ite  o f the 
s tro n g  action  taken  by  the  au­
th o ritie s  the  s tr ik e  was co n tin u ­
ing . One can ga ther, fro m  the 
speech o f S ir  Shenton Thomas, 
G overnor o f the  S tra its  S e ttle ­
m ents and H ig h  Com m issioner o f 
the  Federated M a la y  States, a t 
the  Le g is la tive  C ouncil in  S inga­
pore on F eb ru a ry  12, th a t  the re  
is  a g ro w in g  trade un ion move­
m en t aga inst the  increased cost 
o f liv in g . The G overnor sta ted :

“ We have evidence th a t trash  
w h ich  is c ircu la te d  am ong the 
labo r classes is o ften  v io le n tly  
seditious. M any recent s tr ik e s  
were planned no t by the w o rk ­
ers b u t by subversive o rgan iza ­
tions. E v e ry  power we possess 
sha ll be b ro u g h t aga ins t thi'*' 
enemies o f the  s ta te . They a, 
disciples o f those aga ins t w hom  
the E m p ire  is now f ig h tin g . I  
w a rn  them  th a t sed ition is  one 
o f the  m ost serious offenses i t  
is possible to  coh un it In w a r 
tim e. S ingapore is  n o t a  ho t 
bed o f sed ition— a sm a ll m in o r­
i t y  w an ts  to  lead the  people to  
violence and un res t and, be 
cause o f w h a t m ay happen i f  
th is  insid ious and m a lig n a n t 
disease is n o t c u t o ff now, I  
have spoken thus.”

i
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W orkers ’
F o  r u m

Write to us—tell us what’s going on in your fa rt of the 
labor movement—what are the ivorkers thinking aboutf—tell 
us what the bosses are up to—and the G-men and the local cops— 
and the Stalinists—send us that story the capitalist press didn’t 
print and that story they buried or distorted—our pages arc open 
to you. Letters must carry name and address, but indicate i f  you 
do not want your name printed.

How to W in Workers 
Away from Stalinism
E d ito r :

W hen the C om m unis t P a rty  
changed its  line  fro m  P opu lar 
F ron tism , m any o f us expected to 
see a subs tan tia l b reak in  its  
ranks. B u t in  the N ew  Y o rk  trade 
unions, th is  has no t been the case. 
True, in  m any unions, especially 
in  the c u lin a ry  unions, i t  has be­
come m ore iso la ted fro m  thé 
broad masses o f w o rke rs  because 
o f its  b reak w ith  the elem ents 
who fo rm e r ly  cooperated w ith  it .  
B u t am ong the advanced and ra ­
d ica lized w orkers, especially the 
young and inexperienced ones, the 
new line has made the Com m u­
n is t P a r ty  m ore a ttra c tiv e .

F o r  one th in g , i t  is now being 
persecuted by  a  governm ent 
w h ich  is d ra g g in g  us in to  the 
w a r. F o r  anpther, its  pseudo­
rad ica l and pa c ifis t slogans have 
a p lausib le sound. "Peace, jobs, 
and S ecu rity ”  seems to  be good 
th ings  to  f ig h t  fo r.

Neverthe less the C om m unist 
P a r ty  cannot experience any sub­
s ta n tia l g ro w th  in  the unions. Th is 
is because its  rad ica l w ords are 
unaccompanied by  any change in ' 
th e ir  trade -un ion  line. In  the  cu­
lin a ry  unions they s t i l l  fo llo w  the 
m ost rea c tio n a ry  c lass-collabora­
t io n is t  po licy , w o rk in g  w ith  the 
bosses’ association, fa il in g  to  en­
fo rce  un ion conditions, g iv in g  in  
to  the bosses on such v ita l ly  im ­
p o rta n t questions as u n io n -h ir in g  
and job-security .

F o r th is  reason the  ran ks  o f 
the progressives f ig h t in g  the m is- 
leadership o f the  S ta lin is ts  and 
th e ir  frien ds  are con s tan tly  g ro w ­
ing. B u t the ran k -an d -file  o f the 
C om m unist P a r ty  and its  sup­
po rte rs  w ho are, by  and large, 
am ong the m ost m il ita n t  and 
class-conscious w orkers , rem a in  
supporte rs o f the p a r ty  and o f its  
rea c tion a ry  line.

This, o f course, cannot la s t fo r ­
ever. The con tra d ic tion  between 
words and deeds w il l  undoubtedly 
b r in g  breaks and sp lits . B u t in  
o rder to  hasten the process, and 
w in  the S ta lin is ts ’ m il i ta n t  sup­
po rte rs  to  the  F o u rth  In te rn a ­
tion a l, ou r p a r ty  and its  press 
should be d irec ted  tow a rd  the 
S ta lin is ts  a long the fo llo w in g  
lines:
1. The S oc ia lis t Appea l m ust c a r­

r y  m ore a rtic les  exposing the 
spurious na tu re  o f the  Com­
m un is t P a r ty ’s new rad ica lism . 
I t  should show the  con trad ic ­
t io n  between w o rd  and deed.

2. I t  m u s t c a rry  a rtic les  revea l­
in g  the pa c ifis t and a n ti-re vo ­
lu tio n a ry  na tu re  o f such "a n t i­
w a r”  slogans as "T he  Yanks 
are n o t com ing ,”  and “ F o r  
Peace.”

I t  m u s t show the com plete in ­
adequacy o f the  S ta lin is t slo­
gans: “ F o r Jobs, fo r  S e c u rity .”  
I t  m us t counterpose ou r T ra n s i­
tio n a l P rog ram .

W e m us t expose the Com m u­
n is t P a r ty  on the  question o f 
m ethods; how we are to  w in  our 
demands. In  th is  the C om m unist 
P a r ty  has changed least o f a ll. 
I t  s t i l l  depends upon com bina­
tions  w ith  one o r ano the r p e tty - 
bourgeois o r la bo r-fa ke r. W e 
m ust counterpose to  them  the 
mass action  o f the  w o rke rs  in ­
dependent o f and aga inst the cap- 
ta lis t class and its  governm ent.

These a rtic les  should be pub­
lished in  pa m ph le t fo rm  and con­
cen tra tions  be made on sales and 
d is tr ib u tio n s  to  S ta lin is t w o rkers .

W ith  a serious approach to  our 
task, we can w in  the best p ro ­
le ta r ia n  sections o f the  Com m u­
n is t P a r ty  to  ou r re v o lu tio n a ry  
banner.

F ra te rn a lly ,
New  Y o rk  S. R.

Frank Watson Freed 
In Canada
E d ito r :

W e are ve ry  pleased to  an­
nounce th a t F ra n k  W atson has 
f in a lly  been released fro m  prison 
a f te r  se rv ing  s ix  m onths o f his 
sentence fo r  an  alleged v io la tio n  
o f Section 39 o f the  Defence o f 
Canada R egu la tions w h ich  too k  
place e a rly  in  Septem ber o f 1939. 
The com m ittee  co n tribu te d  a ll its  
funds to w a rd  the  paym en t o f his 
fine o f $300.00. The k in d  he lp and 
encouragem ent f ro m  the  labo r 
m ovem ent and lib e ra l m inded 
people is s incere ly  appreciated.

The experiences o f the f ir s t  h a lf 
o f the  w a r ind ica te  the  pressing 
need fo r  a N A T IO N A L  organ iza­
t io n  to  gu a rd  o u r dem ocra tic

r ig h ts . F la g ra n t repressions con­
tinue  unabated and w i l l  g row  
worse unless labour and libe ra l 
op in ion is O R G A N IZ E D  to  check 
th is  to ta lita r ia n  trend , A n  o rgan­
iza tio n  based p r im a r ily  on the 
labo r movem ent, in  p a rtic u la r 
trade unions and trades councils, 
in  ad d ition  to  lib e ra l friends  o f 
c iv i l libe rties , is needed in  Cana­
da. The W atson C om m ittee m em ­
bers are unan im ously o f the op i­
n ion th a t such a m ovem ent m ust 
g ro w  up W IT H O U T  D E L A Y .

To th is  end, the com m ittee  has 
been n e g o tia tin g  w ith  the Toron to  
branch o f the C iv il L ib e rtie s  U n ­
ion fo r  a ffilia tio n . B u t the  com ­
plete silence and in a c t iv ity  o f the 
U nion, and in  p a r tic u la r  its  rec­
en t r ig h tw a rd  re -o rgan iza tion , 
g ive no grounds fo r  confidence. 
M oreover, its  social com position 
is such th a t i t  has no con tact 
w ith  the la b o f m ovem ent.

F o r th is  reason, the com ­
m ittee  has decided to  c a rry  on 
independently and to  con tribu te  
its  resources and energies to ­
w a rds  the p ro m otio n  o f a t r u ly  
n a t i o n a l  defense organ iza tion  
However, th is  w o rk  canno t be 
successful unless you and others 
co-operate to  the fu lle s t possible 
extent. F o r example, the convok­
in g  o f a conference is ou t o f the 
question unless a  num ber o f o r­
gan iza tions ge t behind it .  W h a t 
is y o u r op in ion? W ill you k in d ly  
raise th is  in  y o u r o rgan iza tion  
and o r w r ite  us in  any event, ex­
pressing y o u r v iew s? W e should 
be g ra te fu l to hear fro m  you.

In  the m eantim e, o u r com m it­
tee is w ith o u t funds and some 
sm a ll donations w i l l  help us to 
c a rry  on. W e cannot a ffo rd  to  d is­
solve. The w o rk  we have done on 
the W atson case has ju s tifie d  i t ­
self, b u t i t  is on ly  one case o f 
m any. W il l  Y O U  render fu r th e r  
he lp?

N e a rly  everyone agrees th a t 
the w a r tim e  R egu lations need 
rev is ing— y e t no th in g  is done. 
N o r w i l l  i t  be done u n t il pub lic  
op in ion is organized fo r  th a t  p u r­
pose. A  n a tion a l c iv il libe rtie s  
defense m ovem ent is the  answer. 
W herever i t  is  possible’ we sha ll 
be g lad to  send a representative 
to discuss the whole question w ith  
you o r y o u r o rgan iza tion .

F ra te rn a lly  yours,
F R A N K  W A TS O N  D E F E N S E  

C O M IT T E E  
W m . B row n, Sec’y  

135 Ing lew ood Dr., T oron to , Can.

Look Out for This 
"Im partia l Body"
E d ito r :

A s a union officer I  have re ­
ceived an announcem ent fro m  a 
new body, “ C o llective B a rg a in in g  
Associates” , form ed, i t  says, 
"w ith  the avowed purpose o f re ­
ducing in d u s tr ia l w a rfa re , im ­
p ro v in g  re la tions  between labor 
and the em ployer and developing 
im proved techniques o f co llective 
ba rga in ing .”

The p rog ram  attached to  the 
announcem ent is made up o f the 
usual c lass-co llabora tion  s tu ff:  
“ The periods o f w a rfa re  in  in ­
d u s try  m us t come to  an end. In ­
d u s tria l w a rfa re  is as s il ly  as 
w ars between na tions” , etc. etc.

L ik e  a ll c lass-co llabora tion  p ro ­
g ram s th is  one tu rn s  o u t to 
preach th a t the re  aren ’ t  o n ly  tw o  
contend ing groups-------the w o rk ­
ers and the bosses. No, there  is, 
i f  you please, a  th ird  camp. The 
th ird  cam p consists o f "te ch n i­
cians such as engineers, econo­
m is ts  and teachers.”  On the Board 
o f D irec to rs  o f the new  body, 
there fore, the re  are to  be five  
rep resen ting  labor, five  represen- 
in g  the  em ployers, and five re ­
presen ting  the th ird  camp.

N ow  le t ’s see who these th ird - 
cam pers are who, the p rog ram  
te lls  us, are “ w ith o u t a d ire c t 
stake in  the  m a tte rs  a t issue.”  
One o f the sponsors is John M . 
Carm ody, Federa l W o rks  A gency 
A d m in is tra to r. He isn ’t  a  bosses’ 
man, oh no, he is on ly  a tech n i­
cian. Yeah! A s k  eve ry  un ion 
officer w ho has to  deal w ith  h im !

A n o th e r is F ranc is  B iddle, Fe­
dera l S o lic ito r General; i.e., p a r t  
o f the m ach ine ry  o f the D e p a rt­
m en t o f Justice  w h ich , as you 
m ay have heard, is  now  on a  
un ion -bus ting  cam paign. Then 
there  are a r a f t  o f professors o f 
economics—S chlich te r, o f Business 
Economics, H a rv a rd  U n iv e rs ity , 
Feldm an, o f In d u s tr ia l R elations, 
D a rtm o u th — w ho teach d a ily  th a t 
cap ita lism  is the  ordained system  
o f socie ty b u t who, by de fin ition
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o f being technicians, are im p a rt ia l 
th ird -cam pers.

T w o e rs tw h ile  “ revo lu tion is ts ”  
prov ide a le f t  face fo r  th is  crew —  
M ax  Le rne r (he ju s t  reconsidered 
M arx ism  in  the N a tion , he was 
one o f the m ost j js e fu l stooges 
the S ta lin is ts  had) and George 
Soule, e d ito r o f the  N ew  Republic 
who, believe i t  o r not, w ro te  a 
book en titled  "The Com ing A m e r­
ican R evo lu tion ”  in  the dog-days 
o f 1932 Here’s ju s t one exam ple 
o f w h a t these people are go ing 
to do. I t ’s p o in t 8 o f th e ir  p ro ­
g ra m : “ W o rk in g  tow a rd  the in ­
crease o f p roduction  th ro u g h  the 
jo in t  fo rm u la tio n  o f m ethods fo r 
un leashing crea tive  a ttitu d e s  and 
perform ance a t a ll levels, bo th  in 
m anagem ent a n d  a m o n g  t h e  
w orkers .”

I ’d appreciate if ,  as soon as 
these “ im p a r t ia l”  fin ks  move in to  
a concrete s itua tion , w o rke rs  a f­
fected w r ite  in  abou t i t  to  the 
A P P E A L , so we can a ll be fo re ­
warned.
San F rancisco, Cal. C. T.

Hunger Goads Man, 
Then Comes Social 
Vision
E d ito r:

The e ffo rts  by lib e ra l th in ke rs  
to p roc la im  th a t the economic 
m an is a  m etaphysica l abstraction  
is disproved by the fa c t th a t the 
fee ling  o f desperation is the goad 
w h ich  leads to  revo lu tion  on the 
p a r t o f m illions. Perhaps those 
liv in g  in  A m erica  do no t y e t en­
t ire ly  understand how  pressing is 
the e ffect o f u n fu lf il le d  need fo r 
the e lem entary  th in gs  o f life , as 
the masses o f Europe have had 
experience. The conditions o f eco­
nom ic d istress produce a  naive 
k in d  o f economic de term in ism  in  
the uncu ltu red  and there is the 
un iversa l saying, “ Look  ou t fo r  
No. 1.”  B u t fro m  th a t to  a revo­
lu tio n a ry  ou tloo k  is n o t so fa r  
as some m ig h t th in k .

To say th a t ideals come firs t,  as 
the libe ra ls  say, is  to  deprive 
hum ans o f the o p p o rtu n ity  o f ever 
reaching th a t stage.
Chicago, IU. Selma Stein

Workers Know What's 
To Be Done, Need Faith
E d ito r:

I  m eet a lo t  o f people, w hen I  
take  around A P P E A L S , w ho say, 
No, th e y  w i l l  no t go to  w a r. B u t 
the ne x t m inu te  they shrug  th e ir  
shoulders and say: B u t w h a t can 
you do ? Y ou have to  go any way. 
A nd  the y  laugh, maybe, and say: 
you socia lists can’t  stop it .  N o ­
body can stop it.

Then I  ask :— w h a t do you sup­
pose s ta rts  i t ? — A  w ra th fu l god, 
perhaps? o r fa te ?

N o t m any people say yes to 
th a t. A  few  do who have been 
made so hopeless by p o ve rty  th a t 
they blam e a ll th e ir  troub les on 
a god instead o f on the socie ty  in  
w h ich  they are explo ited.

B u t m ost w o rk ingm en  who ta lk  
a t a l l are som eth ing lik e  th is  
m an:— He says, Sure, I  know  its  
those b ig  shots, a ll r ig h t. They 
keep on m a k in g  money, too—  
w h ile  people ge t k illed . —  So 
w h a t?  W hen they m ake a la w  I  
have to  obey it ,  don’t  I?  They 
don’t  ask me when the y  s ta r t  a 
w a r. B u t I  have to  go.

W h y  do you have to  go? I  ask.
Because I ’d dam n w e ll ge t shot 

i f  I  d idn ’t — o r  ja ile d  and starved 
anyw ay. A nd  no one to take  care 
o f m y  fa m ily .

B u t how is i t  th a t the y  can 
shoot you o r p u t you in  ja i l?  I t ’s 
because they have the power and 
you are alone, isn ’t  i t?  I f  you and 
I  are together, fo r  instance, we 
have m ore pow er together, have­
n ’t  we?

T h a t’s a ll r ig h t,  he says, bu t 
w h a t abou t a l l the  re s t o f the 
people around here? They don’t  
w a n t to  organize. They don’t  
know  w h a t i t ’s a ll about. L o ts  of 
them  are foo lish . They w ou ldn ’t  
s t ic k  together, th a t ’s a ll.

B u t  i f  the y  d id  s tick , could we 
s tay  o u t o f w a r then?

Maybe. . . .  Oh N O !— there ’d be 
the whole bunches o f cops, and 
m aybe na tiona l guardsm en —  to  
m ake us go.

T hey ’d  s t i l l  have m ore power 
tha n  us?

T h a t’s r ig h t.
Is n ’t  there anyw ay we could 

have m ore pow er tha n  they?
M aybe, i f  you go t A L L  the poor 

people in  the  c o u n try  together.
A n d  then?
Yes, bu t you couldn’t.
B u t i f  you could?
W hy, then, maybe yo’u could 

beat those b ig  shots. B u t even 
then, th e y ’d s t i l l  have the m a­
chine guns and the te a r gas and 
a ll th a t  s tu ff.

Jus t a m inute ,— who m akes the 
m achine guns and the tea r gas, 
and the airp lanes, even? I t ’s us 
th a t  m akes them , n o t the b ig  
shots. They on ly  own them . H ew  
w i l l  the y  m ake new ones w ith o u t 
us to  m ake ’em fo r  them ?

Oh, yeah— sure. I f  everybody 
could ge t tog e the r lik e  th a t, ev­
e ry th in g  w ou ld  tu rn  o u t swell. 
W e w ou ldn ’t  have to  go chasing 
h a lf w a y  across the w o rld  to  die. 
A n d  maybe th in g s  could be a

F in k ’s in  Law  Suit Proves O n ly  T ha t M inneapolis 
Truck Drivers U nion Is L o ya l to Labo r

B y C A R L  O’S H E A
(S pecia l to  the S oc ia lis t Appealy
M IN N E A P O L IS  —  D u rin g  the 

present fo u r-d a y  recess in  the 
t r ia l  o f the  fin k s ’ s u it aga inst 
General D rive rs  Loca l 544, i t  is 
possible to m ake an estim a te  o f 
the three weeks’ o f tes tim ony 
w h ich  a tto rn e y  A r th u r  Anderson 
has presented fo r  the  fin ks  in  
Judge C a rro ll's  courtroom .

The case is to  be continued 
A p r i l  22 when M iles  Dunne and 
K e lly  Postal, offic ia ls  o f Local 
544, go on the stand. Anderson 
in fo rm ed  the  newspapers yeste r­
day th a t he expects to  fin ish  his 
case A p r i l 26, a f te r  w h ich  the 
un ion w i l l  present its  reb u tta l.

Aside fro m  K e lly  Posta l and 
C arl Skoglund o f Loca l 544, the 
on ly  w itnesses to date have been 
finks  and em ployers to  te s t ify  
th a t Local 544 w on ’t  le t them  
operate the w ay they w a n t to.

F a il to  D iscred it U n ion
I t  is qu ite  evident in  c o u rt th a t 

Anderson, despite the six-w eek 
period d u rin g  w h ich  he had an 
accoun tant exam ine a ll the books 
and records o f Local 544, has no t 
found a s ing le  fa c t w h ich  casts 
d isc red it upon Loca l 544, its  
members o r its  officers.

U ndoubted ly now aw are th a t 
the em ployers and the finks  who 
re ta ined h im  had to ld  h im  a mess 
o f fa n ta s tic  lies abou t the General 
D rive rs  Union, Anderson has

en, th a t he was expelled fro m  the 
C om m unist P a r ty  in  1928, and 
th a t he  is a  m em ber o f the So­
c ia lis t W orke rs  P a rty .

Anderson has also "revealed”  
the fa c t— know n to  readers o f the 
N o rthw este rn  O rgan ize r and the 
labo r and soc ia lis t press o f the 
na tion— th a t V. R. Dunne, w h ile  
in  M exico on a vaca tion  several 
years ago, pa id a v is it  to  Leon 
T ro tsky .

Anderson has fu r th e r  shown 
th a t F a rre ll Dobbs is now a m em ­
ber o f the Socia lis t W orke rs  P a r­
ty .

W h a t a ll th is  has to  do w ith  
the fin ks ’ s u it aga inst Loca l 544 
ne ithe r Anderson no r the d a ily  
papers, w h ich  w o rk  hand-in-g love 
w ith  the fin ks  in  t ry in g  to sm ear 
the un ion m ovem ent, have ex­
plained.

Some “ D isclosures”
H a v in g  fa iled  to  find  w h a t he 

sought in  544's books, Anderson 
has used the device o f condemn­
in g  the union, w ith  a g re a t show 
o f righteousness, fo r  practices 
th a t are common to  every decent 
labo r o rgan iza tion , and th a t, in  
Local 544's case, have been pub­
lic ized by the un ion itse lf.

F o r instance, Anderson w il l  
b r in g  o u t th a t the un ion p u r­
chased $50 w o rth  o f tic k e ts  to the 
annual C entra l La bo r U n ion  p ic-

tr ie d  to  m ake the best o f a bad n ic ’ and c a rry  on as thou&h th is
were a s in  aga inst m ankind. O r
he w i l l  “ prove”  th a t  544 spent 
$250 on the un ion ’s annual C h ris t­
mas P a r ty  fo r  k ids— o r th a t 544 
donated $100 to  a food w o rke rs ’ 
s tr ike , $2,248 to  the w idow  o f the 
la te  pres ident o f the union, B il l  
B row n, $100 to  a un ion in  A lb e r t  
Lea whose h a ll had been w recked 
by  deputized thugs, etc.

A l l  these expenditures have 
been re g u la r ly  lis ted  in  the books 
o f Loca l 544, and in  the m on th ly  
financ ia l reports  w h ich  are p re­
sented to the m em bership— y e t 
A nderson and the boss press pre­
sent them  as though  544 were 
caugh t red-handed in  some dread­
fu l crim e. A n d  o f course to  the 
em ployers i t  IS  a c rim e  fo r  any 
un ion to  show s o lid a r ity  w ith  any 
o th e r labo r o rgan iza tion .

s itu a tio n  by us ing the cou rtroom  
as a sounding-board to  echo every 
o ld  and d iscred ited charge aga inst 
Local 544.

H is  charges have fa lle n  in to  
three categories: (1) O u tr ig h t 
red b a itin g  and a lie n -b a itin g ; (2) 
Condem nation o f Local 544 fo r  
the ve ry  a c tiv itie s  th a t organized 
labo r honors the  un ion fo r  (3) 
Charges th a t  Loca l 544 has loan­
ed o r donated m oney to  s is te r 
unions w ith o u t the consent o f the 
m embership.

R ed-B a iting  F a lls  F la t
T yp ica l o f A nderson’s redba it­

in g  a c tiv itie s  has been his le ng th y  
exam ina tion  o f C a rl Skoglund, 
544 president, d u rin g  w h ich  the 
f in k s ’ la w y e r has b ro u g h t ou t 
th a t Skog lund was born in  Swed-

A nderson has also proved th a t 
Loca l 544 does w ha teve r i t  pos­
s ib ly  can to  come to  the assist­
ance o f its  m embers in  case o f 
illness o r death.

The fin k s ’ la w ye r has also re ­
vealed th a t Loca l 544 pays 10c 
per m em ber m o n th ly  to  the  M in ­
neapolis Team sters Jo in  Council 
bu ild in g  fund, and a  s im ila r  a- 
m ount to  the N o rth w e s t O rgan­
izer.

He has fu r th e r  proved th a t 
when Loca l 544 offic ia ls  tra v e l on 
un ion business, the un ion pays 
th e ir  tra v e lin g  expenses.

A l l  o f  th is , you m ay say, is 
ABC, know n to  any lite ra te  per­
son who has exam ined the laws 
o f the In te rn a tio n a l B rotherhood 
o f Team sters, the by-law s o f Lo ­
ca l 544, o r  the labo r and soc ia lis t 
press. B u t fro m  A nderson’s p re­
sentation , ballyhooed in  the em­
p loye r-con tro lled  press, one w ould 
g a th e r th a t the General D rive rs  
U n ion  was g u ilty  o f every crim e 
in  the  book.

Labor Supports 544
N o doub t the  p ro lif ic  a n ti-un ion  

p u b lic ity  g iven the un ion by  the 
d a ily  press has served to  influence 
a section o f m idd le class op in ion 
aga inst Local 544.

B u t the m ore A nderson “ d is­
closed,”  the  f irm e r the  labo r 
m ovem ent supports  544. A t  its  
la s t m ee ting  the  M inneapo lis 
C e n tra l La bo r U n ion unan im ­
ously rea ffirm ed its  confidence 
in  544 and its  officers, m em bers 
and policies.

The la s t 544 stew ards’ m eet­
in g  gave the officers a vote o f 
confidence. So d id  the  la s t 544 
m em bership m eeting.

T yp ica l o f the cha racters  th a t 
have tes tified  aga inst the un ion is 
E li Joseph Graves, ow ner o f a lo ­
cal coal ya rd  w ho h ired  a f in k  
d rive r.

C arries A  Shotgun
Graves ad m itte d  he carries  a 

shotgun in  his ca r and another 
gun in  h is office, fo r  use aga inst 
un ion organizers.

W hen John Goldie, un ion a t­
torney, asked Graves i f  he had 
ever attended a m eeting  o f the 
fa s c is t S ilve r S h irts , Graves re­
p lied : "N o , b u t I ’ve o ften  tho ugh t 
I ’d lik e  to ."

Another- em ployer tes tified  th a t 
544 had made h im  pay double the 
am oun t o f back pay due his d r iv ­
e r when th is  boss had chiseled on 
the  un ion wage scale. Loca l 544’s 
un ion agreem ent provides fo r  th is  
pe na lty  aga inst ch ise ling  em ploy­
ers.

Un ion P am ph le t On Sale 
The pam ph le t “ Behind the  544 

S u it” , published by the  N o rth ­
west O rgan izer, is  now a v a il­
able to  those who w ish  to  read 
the tru e  h is to ry  o f the  fin k  s u it 
aga inst the General D rive rs  
U n ion, copies o f the pam ph le t 
m ay be purchased a t the N o rth ­
west O rgan ize r office, 253 
P lym ou th  Avenue N., M innea­
polis, M innesota, fo r  5c each, 
w ith  special rates on bundle 
sales.

Norway's Officers Preferred 
Hitler To Labor Government
E d ito r :

Treason in  N o rw a y  became the 
cu rre n t top ic  o f newspaper co­
lum ns and conversation fo llo w in g  
the H it le r  invasion o f th a t l i t t le  
coun try . I t  seems s trange : the 
G erm an flee t had pene tra ted up 
th ro u g h  the Oslo F jo rd , th rou gh  
its  narrow s, pas t fo r tif ic a tio n s  
such as H o rte n  and D roebak 
w h ich, w h ile  n o t im pregnable, 
s t i l l  were su ffic ie n tly  strong , due 
to  th e ir  s tra te g ic  loca tion  on the 
m ou n ta in  sides, to  challenge e f­
fe c tiv e ly  any ba ttlesh ip . B u t 
these fortresses rem ained silent.

N o  doubt the w o rke rs  o f N o r­
w ay w ere  stunned by  w h a t ap­
peared to  be a  double b low — in va ­
sion and treason. Even w o rke rs  
o f N o rw eg ian  o r ig in  in  th is  coun­

A Letter from Milwaukee

About the Defeat o f Dan Hoan
E d ito r:

On Tuesday noon, A p r i l  16, 
D an ie l W ebster Hoan, the “ so­
c ia lis t"  M ayo r o f M ilw aukee  fo r  
24 years, tu rne d  over the office 
to the 38-year old Republican boy, 
C arl Zeid ler. In  the a fte rnoon , the 
g rea test in au gu ra l sp lurge ever 
held took place in  the C ity  A u d i­
to riu m .

D anie l W ebste r H oan turned 
over the office “ w ith  any b it te r ­
ness o f the cam paign fo rg o tte n ,"  
as the d a ily  papers p u t it .

A nd  do the w o rke rs  o f M il­
waukee fee l any b itte rness?  N o—  
they don’t  fee l b itte r. They elect­
ed Z e id le r by  an ove rw he lm ing  
vote. W hy  d id  they?  W ell, as 
several w o rke rs  expressed i t  to  
m e: “ F unn y  in  24 years n o t a 
s ing le  young m an comes fo r th  to  
be leader o f M ilw aukee .”  Is  th is  
the w o rke rs ’ independent reason­
in g  as to  w h a t a m ayo r should 
be? A g a in  no. I t ’s the so-called 
“ c le ve r" cam paign propaganda o f 
the bosses.

Though n o t p a r t ic u la r ly  clever, 
h is cam paign propaganda d id  the 

job. Because the “ soc ia lis t”  cam ­
pa ign  o f H oan could n o t be dis­
tingu ished fro m  the big-business- 
backed cam paign o f Zeid ler, Zeid­
le r  received the w o rke rs ’ vote. 
They d id n ’t  have any o th e r issues 
to  choose between, so the y  chose 
the younger man.

W h a t do the w o rke rs  say about 
H oan now  th a t he is defeated? 
On th is  question the y  are do ing 
some rea l independent th in k in g . 
One w o rk e r te lls  m e: “ Oh Hoan! 
He is  a ll r ig h t— p re tty  s m a rt guy 
— he made $350,000 wages as

whole lo t  b e tte r r ig h t  here. B u t 
you don’t  kno w  w h a t you ’re up 
against, i f  you th in k  you can get 
a ll the w o rk in g  people together. 
Sure, I ’l l  read y o u r paper. H e re ’s 
a couple cents fo r  the can. I t ’s a ll 
I  can spare.

A nd  the m an next door, lik e  as 
not, says the same th ing . L o t ’s o f 
people say the same th in g . Lo ts  
o f people feel the same way. 
There ’s a bond between us and 
them . B y  conv inc ing  them  th a t i t  
can be done, w e’ l l  m ake revo lu ­
tio n is ts  ou t o f them . N o t on ly  by  
argum ent, though, b u t also by 
show ing them  w e’re a  p a r ty  o f 
action. B u t the bond is the re  fo r  
us to  cement.

M em ber-a t-la rge
B uffa lo , N .Y .

m ayo r a t  $12,500 a yea r and he 
never d id  spend m uch on h im ­
se lf.”  A n d  ano the r adds: “ Yes, 
and he's a la w ye r too, so he don’t  
need to be a fra id .”

I  asked some w o rke rs : “ H ow  
do you th in k  Z e id le r w i l l  tu rn  
o u t? ”  The answ er rem inded me 
o f M a rx ’s d ic tu m  th a t w o rke rs  
lea rn  best fro m  th e ir  own ex­
perience. F o r the  several w o rkers
I  was ta lk in g  to  c a re fu lly  ex­
pla ined to  me th a t H e il was elect­
ed as governor over a yea r ago 
“ because we wanted a change.”  
Now, however, the y  say: “ H e il—  
w hy he’s the b iggest l ia r  th a t 
ever stood in  shoes. W h a t has he 
done, a f te r  a ll his prom ises. N o­
th in g — and made i t  worse.”  To­
day abou t Z e id le r they are say­
in g : “ B y  n e x t yea r we w i l l  know  
w h a t Z e id le r is good fo r .”

F ro m  th is  i t  should be p la in  
th a t the w orkers , though  con­
s ta n tly  being deceived and cheat­
ed by cap ita lism , are nevertheless 
searching, a lw ays searching, fo r  
a w a y  out. Once they la y  th e ir  
hands on a rea l re v o lu tio n a ry  
program , the one and on ly  means 
to an answer fo r  th e ir  eve r-in ­
creasing problem s, they w i l l  know  
w h a t to  do w ith  it .

The w o rke rs  o f M ilw aukee are 
c lear on w h a t the S oc ia lis t p a r ty  
o f M a y o r Hoan stands fo r. Be­
cause they do understand th is, 
the  name o f socia lism  has been 
d iscred ited by  24 years o f ca p ita l­
is t  ru le  under a  soc ia lis t label. 
T h a t makes m ore d iff ic u lt  the  job  
o f acqua in ting  M ilw aukee  w o rk ­
ers w ith  the R E A L  soc ia lis t p ro ­
gram , the  re vo lu tio n a ry  p rog ram  
o f the S ocia lis t W orke rs  P aty . 
B u t the jo b  can and m ust be 
done!

H. A D A M S  
M ilw aukee, W isconsin

(Needless to  say, The Call, o r­
gan o f Hoan and N o rm an T hom ­
as, made no a tte m p t to  analyze 
the  reasons fo r  H oan’s defeat. 
I t s  new s-report on the  election 
was unbe lievab ly grotesque. M o­
de s tly  hidden on an inside page, 
and w ith  a one-colum n head en­
tit le d , “ E x -c h o ir boy s ings w ay 
to  Hoan’s office” , i t  read:

" M a y o r  D an ie l W ebster 
Hoan, in  a ll h is 59 years, 24 o f 
w h ich  were spent as M ilw a u ­

kee’s m ayor, made one m is ­
take : he never learned to  sing. 

“ So la s t week a blonde, hand-

some, 32-year o ld  fo rm e r cho ir 
boy, C arl Zeid ler, sang his w ay 
in to  the m ayo r’s office, upset­
t in g  the  ve te ran S ocia lis t o ffi­
c ia l by a vote o f 119,960 to  
99,845.

"D esp ite  Zeid ler's good looks 
and the s in g in g  soirees he p u t 
on fo r  the  ed ifica tion  o f the 
voters, p o lit ic a l dopsters were 
m ore inc lined  to  a ttr ib u te  the 
m ayor’s de feat to  h is long oc­
cupancy o f the post, ra th e r 
than  to  Ze id le r’s cam paign­
ing .; . . .

“  ‘T h is  election, Hoan said, 
‘was won on the prom ise o f g iv ­
in g  y o u th  and the unem ployed 
jobs . . .

"  ‘The rea l trage dy  o f these 
ra inbow  prom ises w i l l  come 
when y o u th  and the v ic tim s  o f 
w o rld -w id e  in d u s tr ia l b reak­
down aw ake to  the fa c t  th a t 
the y  have fo llow ed a fa lse  hope. 
W e had b e tte r se rious ly  con­
tem pla te  w h a t th e ir  s ta te  o f 
m ind  w i l l  be a t th a t  tim e.

“ K now n as the dean o f 
A m erican  m ayors, Hoan was 
the con fidant and adviser o f 
c ity  executives a t the helm  o f 
m un ic ip a litie s  m uch la rg e r than  
M ilw aukee . H oan ind ica ted  th a t 
he w ou ld  take  a  vaca tion  and 
then consider several f la t te r ­
in g  offers fro m  M ilw aukee  law  
firm s .”  (The Call, A p r i l  13)

M r. H oan in  o ther words, pre­
d ic ts  th a t the  c a p ita lis t m ayor 
w i l l  ge t no fu r th e r  w ith  cap ita lis t 
m ethods than  Hoan d id— w ith  the 
same c a p ita lis t m ethods!

One m ore gem should be added, 
fro m  an ed ito ria l in  the  same is ­
sue o f The Call, e n title d  “ Dan 
H oan’s Record” :

“ I t  is  to  be chalked up as a 
ga in  fo r  the  S oc ia lis t and F a r­
m er-L ab o r m ovem ent th a t  Hoan 
as an in d iv id u a l leader w i l l  be 
free to  con trib u te  in- la rg e r 
s ta te  and n a tion a l fie lds  to  the  
b u ild in g  o f a soc ia lis t in flu ­
enced fa rm e r- la b o r p o lit ic a l 
m ovem ent.”

W e ask every reader to  com ­
pare the  grave seriousness o f the  
w o rke r’s le tte r  fro m  M ilw aukee 
w ith  the  grotesque flipness o f The 
C a ll on the  s ign ificance o f th e  
election. I t  is  the  d ifference be­
tween one w ho  takes the  class 
s tru g g le  seriously  and a  crew  o f 
pe tty-bourgeo is shysters preach­
in g  sewer socialism .

— E D ITO R S .

t r y  fe lt  stunned and expressed 
b itte rness m ixed  w ith  a sense o f 
shame. H o w  could i t  be? Treason 
in  m il i ta ry  c irc les in  a land o f 
peacefu l pu rsu its  such as N o r­
way, w h ich  was n o t otherw ise 
g iven to  o rd in a ry  co rru p tio n  so 
o fte n  w itnessed in  o ther and m ore 
p o w e rfu l na tions. The explana­
tion , however, is n o t so d iff ic u lt 
to find.

F ir s t  o f a ll i t  should be rem em ­
bered th a t the m il ita r is t  o fficers’ 
caste is p re tty  m uch the same 
everywhere, w hethe r o f P russian 
o r o f Napoleonic tra d itio n , whe­
th e r in  a F asc is t na tio n  o r in  a 
dem ocra tic  c a p ita lis t na tion . The 
officers’ caste o f necessity iden­
tifies. its  in te res ts  as bound up 
w ith  those o f the c a p ita lis t sys­
tem.

O fficers P ro -C ap ita lis t
I t  is  tru e  th a t N o rw a y  had on ly  

a sm a ll a rm y  w ith  a  sm a ll o ffi­
cers' caste, no t ha rbo ring  so m any 
o f the  rem nan ts  o f feuda l no b ili­
ty . B u t N o rw a y  has also had a 
la bo r governm ent fo r  a num ber 
o f years, supported by the m a jo r­
i t y  o f the  popu lation. I t  is in  th is  
con tra d ic tion  presented by a labo r 
governm ent e x is tin g  alongside o f 
a conscrip t a rm y  officered by  m i­
li ta r is ts  w ho were a rden t sup­
po rte rs  o f the  c a p ita lis t system , 
th a t the exp lana tion  fo r  w h a t is 
called treason m ust be found.

Im possib le S tradd le
T h is  la bo r governm ent was o f 

the  Social D em ocra tic  type and in  
some respects, a t tim es, a l i t t le  
to  the le ft.  I t  had d u r in g  its  
tenure reconciled its e lf  to  the 
continued existence o f c a p ita lis t 
exp lo ita tio n  o f labor. I t  governed 
W ith in  the fra m e w o rk  o f th is  sys­
tem. B u t as a labo r governm ent 
i t  had to  be concerned also about 
la b o r re form s. Thus the N o rw eg­
ia n  w o rke rs  enjoyed c e rta in  p r iv ­
ileges, am ong w h ich  were old age 
pensions, insurance fo r  unem ploy­
m en t and sickness, vacations w ith  
pay, extensive cooperative en te r­
prises and a re la t iv e ly  good s ta n ­
dard o f wages. To m ake up fo r  
these re fo rm s taxes were re la tiv e ­
ly  heavy in  the  h igh e r incom e 
bracke ts  a n d  s u p p o r t e d  b y  
measures c u tt in g  a b it  in to  p ro ­
fits . In  o th e r words the labo r gov­
e rnm en t tr ie d  to  tread  the n a r­
row  pa th  o f the  "go lden m idd le­
w a y ” , ba lancing its e lf  between 
la bo r re fo rm s and ce rta in  re s tr ic ­
tions upon cap ita lism .

Bided T h e ir T im e
T his the  officers corps could 

never fo rg ive . I t  rem ained the 
enem y o f the la bo r governm ent, 
on ly  b id ing  its  tim e. W h a t be tte r 
tim e  could be afforded th a n  the 
p ro te c tion  o f H it le r ’s bayonets to  
se ttle  accounts w ith  the hated 
labo r governm ent and d rive  i t  
in to  ex ile?  Some o f these a rm y  
officers im m e d ia te ly  trans la ted  
th e ir  sentim ents in to  action  and 
made com m on cause w ith  the 
F asc is t d ic ta to r. A f te r  a ll, had 
H it le r  n o t re in fo rced  his guaran­
tee to  G erm an cap ita lism  o f no 
s trikes , by des troy ing  the trade  
unions and d r iv in g  th e ir  leaders 
in to  exile?

Thus we have here once again 
a s te m  lesson in  the  rea litie s  o f 
the  class s trugg le . These a rm y  
officers th re w  th e ir  h yp o c ritic a l 
p a tr io t is m  to  the w inds; i t  was 
now useless to  them , o n ly  th e ir  
alleg iance to  the  exp lo ite rs  o f 
la bo r rem ained decisive. F a ir  
means o r fou l, a n y th in g  w ou ld  do 
to  s tr ik e  a b low  a t la bo r— even 
a t the price  o f subservience to  a 
g re a te r im p e ria lis t power.

The O n ly  A lte rn a tive s
A  la bo r governm ent canno t fo r  

long m a in ta in  its e lf  on the ex­
tre m e ly  n a rro w  m a rg in  between 
the classes in  con flic t. I t  m ust 
eve n tua lly  decide e n tire ly  fo r  the 
one o r the o th e r class. To p u t i t  
m ore accu ra te ly : T h is  is b u t one 
m ore lesson show ing the  w o rke rs  
the a lte rna tives : de feat and de­
s tru c tio n  b y  th e ir  “ ow n”  o r  fo r ­
eign cap ita lis ts , o r a governm ent 
w h ich  is genu ine ly  labor, w h ich  
is based on the  destruction  o f 
cap ita lism — a re vo lu tio n a ry  gov­
ernm ent.

Chicago, DI. Wm. Simmons

* < * » ; * « » *
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In the World of Labor
j  By Paul G. Steve n s  -■
. — D  j .  fo r  con tact between us is one w h ich  invo lves a

A  C o n t r o v e r s y  K B Q  Q TO I  n c j  d ispute on m in o r m a tte rs  o f fac t. However, le t

the Foots on Fronce us h°Pe that we wil1 be able t0 straishten out
fm m  these lesser disagreem ents and estab lish a re -

M a ^ e a u T iv ^ l e a c le r  o f The F rench S oc ia lis t ^ io n s h ip  th a t w i l l  p e rm it o f a f r u i t f u l  po lítica !
W orke rs  and Peasants P a r ty  (P .S.O .P.), respect- discussmn between you and us. 
in g  some fa c ts  we have p rin ted  in  th is  co lum n A s to  the ac tu a l m a tte r  under dispute, a llow  
rece n tly  abou t his p a r ty  and its  actions aga ins t m e to  s ta te  the  fac ts  as the y  are. Y ou say th a t  in
the re vo lu tio n a ry  m in o r ity  w ith in  i t .  Since com - m y  co lum n in  ou r Decem ber 2nd issue o f the
rade P ive rt, who is a t present in  th is  coun try , Appeal, we announced th a t o u r “ frien ds  had cap-
challenges ou r in fo rm a tio n , we fee l i t  is  o u r d u ty  tu red  the leadership o f the P.S.O.P.." A  reading
to  a ir  the con troversy before the  readers o f the  ©f th a t co lum n w i l l  reveal th a t we announced
S ocia lis t Appea l. W e confine ourselves here to  the no th in g  o f the sort. W e m ere ly  said th a t  rum ors
bare essentials. Should fu r th e r  developm ents re- had reached us to  the e ffec t th a t some o f the
qu ire  it ,  we are qu ite  prepared to  go fu r th e r  lead ing Freemasons in  the  P.S.O.P., in c lud in g
leng ths in  p ro v in g  th a t every b it  o f  in fo rm a tio n  you rse lf, had been expelled by the leadership o f
p r in te d  here, on F rench  m a tte rs  as w e ll as in  the o rg an iza tio n  w ith  the p a rtic ip a tio n  o f Jacq-
general, is based on sources whose re l ia b il ity  is  u ier, the secre tary.
uncontestable. T h is  in fo rm a tio n  I  received by  w o rd  o f m ou th

The le tte r  o f M arceau P iv e r t  and the  re p ly  by  fro m  a re liab le  Spanish m il ita n t  passing th rou gh  
th e  a u th o r o f th is  co lum n fo llo w  below : the  S tates a t th a t  tim e . I  have since checked the

in fo rm a tio n  w ith  the  com rade in  question and he 
ins is ts  th a t th a t in fo rm a tio n  was co rrec t fo r  th a t 

P i v e r t ' *  L e t t e r  tim e. F u rthe rm o re , I  have received d ire c t w ord
r , y e r t  a i - e  e  fro m  F rance su b s ta n tia tin g  th a t  sam e• in fo rm a-
The S oc ia lis t A ppea l t j 0n. g ^ou ld  you pe rs is t in  denying th a t the  in c i-
116 U n iv e rs ity  P lace den t  occurred i j  sha ll fu rn is h  adequate evidence.
N ew  Y o rk  C ity

A p r i l  16, 1940 The expuls ion o f the  Freemasons and you rse lf 
. ’ was la te r  revoked. Jus t how  th a t was done and

com rades. how  ^  R . h t  w in g  in  y o u r p a r ty  resumed con-
Once again, in  you r issue o f A p r i l  6, you m ake ^  ,g n o t M  clear to  m e. U nde r the condi-

such a fa n ta s tic  p re sen ta tion .o f events in  regard  ^  under w h ich ou r correspondence w ith
to  the  S oc ia lis t W orke rs  and Peasants a r y  o F rance— w hich, le t me assure you, is qu ite  am ple
France (P.S.O.P.) th a t a sim ple com parison o f ^  re g u la r ,n  Qther respects_ is be ing ca r.
th is  a rtic le  w ith  th a t  o f December 2nd suffl r j ed 0Dj i t  is  im possib le to  check on eve ry  de ta il
characterize y o u r m ethod. Y esterday, you an- ^  oncg B u t we w ln  ge t ar0Und t0  c lea ring  th a t
nounced th a t y o u r frien ds  had captured the lead- ln  good tim e,
ersh ip  o f  the  P.S.O.P.; today, you are ob liged to  p
confess th a t th is  leadership was s tru c k  by  the N ext, you say in  you r le tte r :
suppression. Y ou use th is  occasion to  slander the  “ Today you are ob liged to  confess th a t th is
im prisoned m il ita n t  revo lu tion is ts . Y ou  accuse leadership [th e  R ig h t W in g  o f the  P.S.O.P.] was
them , in  a w ord , o f ha v in g  cap itu la ted  a t a  t im e  s tru c k  by  suppression. Y ou use th is  occasion to
when they  have rem ained fa ith fu l to  th e ir  P a rty , slander the  im prisoned m il i ta n t  revo lu tion is ts ,
to  its  p rogram , and when the y  are b ru ta lly  con- Y ou accuse them , in  a w ord, o f hav ing  cap itu -
demned fo r  ha v in g  courageously ca rried  ou t its  ia.ted a t a  tim e  when th e y  have rem ained fa ith fu l
decisions in  tim e  o f w a r. You fin d  in  th a t  an ^ ej r  par£y  and its  p ro g ra m ,”  etc.
occasion fo r  irony . Nevertheless, you cannot be
unaw are o f the  te rr ib le  conditions in  w h ich  the y  L e t me rem ind you o f the actua l fa c ts ,
are placed, as, fo r  instance, the tu b e rcu la r E m ile  y In  the  A p r i l  6 issue o f the Appea l we called 
Roua ix, fo rm e r general secre ta ry  o f the  P a rty . a tte n tio n  to  the a rres ts  o f th ree  o f the  leaders
Enough said! W e m ere ly  re g is te r o u r op in ion  tha t' o f the p.s.O .P . To m y  know ledge, th a t  is  the
y o u r incurab le  p re ten tions to  the  m onopoly o f f irg t  p u b lic ity  g iven to  these a rres ts  in  the
re vo lu tio n a ry  action  leads you to  the  use o f the  U n ite d  States. W e consider th a t  k in d  o f pub-
same m ethods as S ta lin ism  in  re la tio n  to  o th e r l ic i ty  a du ty  insp ired  by  in te rn a tio n a l w o rk in g
sectors o f the w o rk in g  class m ovem ent w h ich  class so lida rity .
are n o t subserv ient to  y o u r exigencies. B u t b lu ff In  th is  reapect, i t  seems to  me th a t, instead
and lies can la s t o n ly  a lim ite d  tim e. Before t  e o f comp iain jng, you should commend us fo r
F rench  p ro le ta r ia t, a ll accounts w i l l  some day e rea c tin g  m ore q u ic k ly  and w ith  g re a te r effi-
reckoned. ciency than others.

W ith  soc ia lis t greetings, J
M arceau P iv e r t  2. S o lid a r ity  w ith  o u r co-figh ters  aga ins t F rench

im p e ria lism  in  the  P.S.O.P. leadership cannot 
P.S.: Because o f a d isc re tio n  (w h ich  you w i l l  and m us t n o t b lin d  us, however, to  m istakes

no doubt be incapable o f unders tand ing ) X w i l l  re - made by them , some a lm ost fa ta l.  Such b lind -
f ra in  fro m  discussing you r in fo rm a tio n  in  regard  ness, to  ou r m ind, could on ly  n u ll i fy  th a t
to  Lucien W e itz  and D an ie l G uerin. One th in g , so lid a rity .
however, is  c e rta in ; th a t is, th a t the y  have n o t g W e sa¡d abou t the ¡m p risoned P.S.O.P. leaders 
been expelled fro m  the P a rty . in  the  A p r i l  6 A ppea l th a t they “ refused to

? „  prepare fo r  ille g a l w o rk  and insisted on c a rry ­
in g  on as i f  the w a r liad  not; b roken ou t.”

O i i r  P o n l v  Is  th a t slander, com rade P 'v e r t?  Do you
KJUT l \ e p i y  deny th is  fa c t?  I£ you do_ x am qu ite  ready
M arceau P iv e rt to  fu rn is h  undisputed evidence in  th is  respect,

A p r i l  18, 1940 w h ich  I  am  sure you have a t hand also, by  now.

D ear Com rade: 4 . y 0u say o f the  leadership o f the  P.S.O.P. (re -
Y o u r le tte r  o f A p r i l  1 is  a t hand and has been fe rr in g , o f course, to  those w ho have the fo r-

tu rned  over to  me fo r  rep ly . m a l leadersh ip  and have expelled the  m ilita n ts
F ir s t  o f a ll, I  am  so rry  th a t  the  f irs t  occasion o f the  “ m in o r ity ” ) th a t  they  have rem ained

C hris tian  F ro n t T r ia l Portends the W ide  
Government Use o f  Agents Provocateurs

B y  JO S E P H  H A N S E N
J. E d g a r Hoover, ch ie f o f the 

F B I, arrested and ind ic ted  17 
m em bers o f F a th e r C ough lin ’s 
C h ris tia n  F ro n t  la s t Jan ua ry  fo r  
"co nsp irin g  to  ove rth ro w  the  
governm ent o f the  U n ited  States 
by force, the th e ft  o f m un itions  
and o th e r governm ent p ro p e rty .”  

The t r ia l  is  now on— and its  
rea l m eaning and purpose are 
becom ing apparent. I t  is  p re­
pa ra tio n  by the  U.S. govern­
m ent, as p a r t  o f its  w a r plans, 
fo r  an in tensified  d rive  aga inst 
labor. I t  is  p repa ra tion  to  ac­
custom  the pub lic  to  the  use 
o f provocateurs as an o ffic ia l 
m ethod o f the  F B I.

A v o id in g  an a tta c k  aga inst the 
rea l foun ta in -head  o f the C h ris ­
t ia n  F ro n t, F a th e r C oughlin  and 
his financ ia l backers, the F B I is 
cun n ing ly  m ak in g  a  bid fo r  fa v ­
orable p u b lic ity  fo r  its  in fam ous 
use o f th a t m ost pe rverted  and 
degenerate o f hum an beings— the 
agent-p rovocateur. Thus the  F B I 
is la y in g  the basis fo r  s im ila r  use 
o f proyocateurs in  the  trade  un ion 
m ovem ent, where i t  has doub t­
lessly a lready p lan ted them  by 
the hundreds, as ind ica ted  by 
th e ir  use in  the  W P A  s tr ike s  in

M inneapolis. I t  is  the re fo re  o f 
f ir s t  im portance to  s tud y  the 
t r ia l o f the  C h ris tia n  F ron te rs—  
despite the  fa c t  th a t  these defen­
dants are the m o rta l enemies o f 
labo r— in  o rder to  see m ore c lear­
ly  how the F B I practises p rovo­
cation.

So fa r, the governm ent has 
u tilized  the tes tim ony o f on ly  one 
provocateur, a lthough  the F B I 
agent in  charge o f the  case, P e te r 
J. W acks, ad m itted  on the w i t ­
ness stand th a t a t least 15 m ore 
agents were employed.

H is  F a th e r One, Too
T his p rovoca teur is Denis A . 

Healy, an expert m achine-gunner 
o f the N a tio n a l G uard in  h is  spare 
tim e, by  profession a ju n io r  c iv i l 
engineer o f the N ew  Y o rk  Cen­
t ra l R a ilroad. He was born  in  
Ire la nd  36 years ago, came to  th is  
cou n try  in  1926. H is  fa th e r, he 
has adm itted , was a sergeant in  
the I r is h  R oyal C onstabu la ry o f t ­
en assigned to do secret service 
“ fo r  the  B r it is h  G overnm ent.”  
H ea ly  h im se lf has “ ten  o r  fifte e n  
frie n d s ”  in  the  R oya l Canadian 
M ounted Police.

The s to ry  as to  how  H ea ly  
jo ined the C h ris tian  F ro n t is no t

clear. A cco rd ing  to  one adm ission 
he was in v ite d  to  jo in  and serve 
as a m achine gun in s tru c to r  by 
one o f 'th e  leaders o f the  so-called 
A c tio n  Com m ittee, the nam e used 
to  designate the 17 defendants. 
A cco rd ing  to  o th e r admissions, he 
was sent in  by the F B I. B o th  ver­
sions m ay be true . On the w itness 
stand he reported th a t  a f te r  jo in ­
in g  he g o t in  touch w ith  the 
F B I,  th a t  he reported to  h is su­
p e rio r in  the ra ilro a d  com pany 
th a t he was do ing w o rk  fo r  the 
F B I..W h a teve r the c ircum stances 
the F B I pa id  fo r  h is  in it ia t io n  fee 
and the com pany cooperated by 
g iv in g  h im  a leave o f absence.

W as W e ll Paid
F o r h is services, the  F B I  pa id 

h im  expense money (abou t $25 a 
week) and $75 every tw o  weeks 
d u rin g  h is  leave o f absence, and 
pa id h is w ife  $34 a week to  com­
pensate her fo r  ta k in g  a leave o f 
absence fro m  her jo b  w ith  the 
Queens E le c tr ic  L ig h t  and Pow er 
Com pany— in  a ll avowedly abou t 
$1,300.

H ealy, however bought h im se lf 
a P acka rd  and la te r  a M e rc u ry  
autom obile . He is also bu y in g  a 
new house fo r  $5,960.

Provoked F asc is t Moves 
H ea ly 's  technique was to  ga in  

the confidence o f the  m em bers o f 
the C h ris tian  F ro n t, to  ge t them  
attached to  h im  as a bosom fr ie n d  
and then to  provoke them  in to  
some action  o r dec la ra tion  w h ich  
was recorded by  agents o f the 
F B I hidden nearby.

W ith  expense m oney fu rn ished  
by the  U n ited  S tates governm ent, 
H ea ly  bought h is  “ fr ie n d s ”  roast 
pheasant a t $2.50 a plate, liq u o r 
fo r  pa rties , in v ite d  them  to  d in ­
ner a t h is home where the F B I 
agents were h id ing .

In  constant touch w ith  the F B I 
agents, H ea ly  a rranged  m ethod ic­
a lly  fo r  them  to  g a th e r th e ir  ev i­
dence. He o fte n  in v ite d  the  C h ris ­
tia n  F ro n te rs  to  h is home where 
he served w ine  and food pa id  fo r  
by the governm ent w h ile  he en­
gaged them  in  lead ing  conversa­
tions  as F B I  agents listened 
th rou gh  dictaphones and made 
record ings o f the  conversations. 
F B I  agen t W acks tes tified  th a t he 
was hidden in  the a t t ic  o f H e a ly ’s 
house lis te n in g .th ro u g h  a  device 
called the  detectaphone w h ile  
H e a ly  ta lke d  in  the  basement 
w ith  C laus E rnecke. On ano the r 
occasion, tes tified  W acks, he and 
Special A g e n t Charles Gannon 
lis tened th ro u g h  a device know n 
as a "co n ta c t m ik e ”  to  a m eeting 
o f the C h ris tian  F ron te rs  in  the 
d in in g  room  o f H e a ly ’s home.

Joined T a rg e t P ractice  
W hen H ea ly  w e n t w ith  the 

C h ris tian  F ro n te rs  to  N a rrow s- 
burg, New  Y o rk , fo r  ta rg e t p ra c ­
tise  w ith  rifles, F B I  agents h id ­
den in  the shrubbery  o f a  nearby 
h i l l  made m o tion  p ic tu res  o f the 
defendants w ith  the  aid  o f a  cam ­
era equipped w ith  a  s ix -inch  te le ­
photo lens. W acks tes tified  also 
th a t they  had made sound record­
ings o f the conversations a t 
w h ich  H ea ly  ta lke d  w ith  his 
" fr ie n d s ”  abou t a "cam pa ign  o f 
sabotage in  the event the  U n ited  
S tates should en te r the w a r.”

A t  m eetings o f the  C h ris tia n  
F ro n te rs  where the F B I  were 
ap pa ren tly  unable to  in s ta ll th e ir  
lis te n in g  and reco rd ing  devices, 
H ea ly  took down notes on h is 
cuffs as to the  names o f those 
present, the sub ject discussed. 
These notes he tra n s fe rre d  to  a 
notebook to  w h ich  he re ferred 
con s tan tly  d u rin g  the heavy 
cross-exam ination  fro m  the a t to r ­
neys o f the  defendants.

The e x te n t to  w h ich  H ea ly 
inve ig led the C h ris tia n  F ro n t­
ers in to  in c r im in a tin g  actions is 
shown by the  note w h ich  E rn ­
ecke le f t  in  the  basement 
where he hanged h im se lf. A c ­
cord ing to  the  police, th is  note 
m entioned th a t H ea ly  had g iv ­

en h im  one gun and to ld  h im  
where another could be bought 
fo r  $1.

The F B I  a p pa ren tly  in s tru c te d  
H e a ly  on every move. "

A g e n t Helped In  Robbery
W hen some o f the C h ris tian  

F ro n te rs  p lo tted  to  s tea l some 
a m m u n itio n  and equipm ent fro m  
the locke r o f John F. Cook, one 
o f the  defendants, the F B I  in ­
s tru c te d  H e a ly  to  go along w ith  
the  others. ’I  knew  the y  could 
n o t succeed,”  he hastened to  ex­
p la in , “ because a ll the  th in g s  the y  
had sought had been removed 
fro m  Cook’s locker. The agents 
d id  n o t w a n t to  invo lve  me in  
crim es.”

D efendants R ed-B a iting
The la w ye rs  fo r  the defendants 

have a ttem p ted  to  l in k  H ea ly 
w ith  the S ta lin is ts . They have 
pe rs is ten tly  demanded, fo r  exam ­
ple, w h e the r o r  n o t h is s is te r-in - 
la w  w ho lives w ith  h im  and his 
w ife , a  person named M in n ie  K az- 
now ski, was n o t em ployed by the 
D a ily  W orke r. They have asked 
h im  i f  he is acqua inted o r re lated 
to  M ichae l Q u ill, head o f the 
T ra n sp o rt W orke rs  U nion. H ea ly  
denied both im p u ta tio ns . Since 
the  law yers  fa ile d  to  in troduce 
any evidence w h ich  w ou ld  in d i­
cate there  was a n y th in g  back o f 
th e ir  questions, i t  m ay be as­
cribed to  an a tte m p t o f the  C h ris ­
t ia n  F ro n t  to  c ry  persecution 
fro m  “ C om m unis ts”  and “ Reds,”  
in  line  w ith  the fa m il ia r  Cough­
lin  thesis th a t the  Roosevelt gov­
e rnm en t is Jew ish and com m un­
is tic .

A gents  In  U n ions?
One o th e r aspect o f the  use o f 

provoca teurs by the  F B I  is o f in ­
te res t: In  Septem ber o f 1939 im ­
m ed ia te ly  a f te r  w a r broke o u t in  
Europe, P res iden t Roosevelt is ­
sued an o rder re q u ir in g  in ves tig a ­
t io n  o f ‘subversive a c tiv itie s ”  by 
the F B I. The F B I  began pay ing  
H e a ly  $25 a week (the  am ount 
ad m itte d  in  c o u rt)  fo r  expense 
m oney as a p rovoca teu r on Oc­
tober 10. I t  w ou ld  be in te re s tin g  
to  see the  secre t files  o f the  F B I.

H o w  m any provocateurs, fo l­
lo w in g  the  o rder o f P resident 
Roosevelt, were sent in to  the  la ­
bo r m ovem ent? H o w  m any app li­
cations o f would-be provocateurs 
were o ffic ia lly  approved by the 
F B I  d u r in g  th is  period and th e ir  
names added to  the governm ent 
pay ro ll?

D u rin g  the  com ing period 
trade  un ion is ts  m us t w a tch  
w ith  the  u tm os t cau tion  fo r  
these wolves in  the  pay o f 
those o u t to  crush the  la bo r 
m ovem ent as an obstacle in  the 
pa th  o f the  w a r m achine.

fa ith fu l to  the p a r ty  program . A llo w  me to 
co rrec t you. In  the same issue o f the Appeal 
th a t  you re fe r to , m y  colum n says:

“ In  fa c t i they (the  P.S.O.P. leaders) had 
voted to  expel the re vo lu tio n a ry  m in o r ity  be­
cause the m in o r ity  [dem anded] th a t the  p a rty  
c a rry  o u t in  action  its  reso lu tion fo r  revo lu ­
tio n a ry  s tru g g le  aga ins t w a r (re vo lu tio n a ry  
de fea tism ), adopted a t the  la s t convention o f 
the  P.S.O.P.”

Do you deny th a t  the St. Ouen Congress of 
y o u r p a r ty  o ffic ia lly  made re v o lu tio n a ry  de­
fea tism  the p a r ty  position?

Do you deny th a t, instead, the “ leadership”  
o f y o u r p a r ty  ca rried  ou t a soc ia l-pacifis t po l­
icy?  W ho was i t ,  then, th a t  rem ained “ fa ith fu l 
to  the p ro g ra m  o f the  p a r ty ” ? A re  you go ing  
to  ob lige me to  repub lish  the w e ll-kn ow n  docu­
m ents in  th is  m a tte r also? I  am qu ite  ready to  
do so.

In  any case, I  regard  i t  as the  h ighest d u ty  
o f a revo lu tion is t, w h ile  m a in ta in in g  com plete 
s o lid a rity  w ith  those s tru c k  down by im p e ria l­
is t  suppression, to  s ta te  the  rea l fac ts . T h a t is 
a l l I  have done.
F in a lly , you ob ject th a t  we “ find  in  th a t (the 

a rrests) an occasion fo r  iro n y .”  L e t me set you 
s tra ig h t on th is  also. W h a t we find  iron ica l, as 
any ob jective  reader w i l l  a ttes t, is  ne t the action  
o f the bourgeois governm ent. N o t th a t— b u t ;the 
c r im in a lly  s tup id  polic ies o f ko w to w in g  to  the 
le g a lity  o f th a t  same governm ent; po lic ies p u r­
sued by  y o u r frien ds  who, by  re fus ing  to  prepare 
fo r  il le g a l w o rk , the reby n o t on ly  endangered the 
lives o f the  re vo lu tio n a ry  m ilita n ts  in  the ra n k  
and file , b u t even tua lly  fe ll as v ic tim s  themselves.

One la s t po in t— w ith  rega rd  to  m y in fo rm a tio n  
on Luc ien  W e itz  and D an ie l G uerin. Nowhere in

the co lum n m entioned have I  said th a t these tw o 
specific persons are am ong those a c tu a lly  named 
as expelled. I  do n o t know  w he the r the y  are, in  
fa c t.

I t  m ay be th a t y o u r friends  w ho are le f t  in  
charge o f the p a r ty  are a tte m p tin g  a so rry  m an­
euver to  s p lit  these tw o  exce llent m ilita n ts  fro m  
the res t o f the m in o r ity . B u t in  va in — th a t shabby 
m aneuver w i l l  no t succeed. The fa c t  is  th a t  the 
P.S.O.P. m in o r ity , in c lu d in g  G uerin  and W e itz  
have, as sta ted  in  th a t  co lum n “ jo ined in  a body 
w ith  the Com m ittees o f the  F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l 
(ou r F rench  section) fo r  jo in t  w o rk  in  the  bu ild ­
in g  o f a un ited  p a r ty  on the  p ro g ra m  o f the 
F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l."  L e t me assure you th a t I  
have w o rd  fro m  G uerin  h im se lf to  th is  e ffect and 
I  am  ready, i f  you ob lige me, to  substan tia te  th a t 
also.
1 Y o u r reference to  the cond ition  o f comrade 

R oua ix and o thers  o f y o u r comrades now  under 
a rre s t is, o f  course, in  sp ite  o f the fa c t  th a t you 
m anipuated th is  s itu a tio n  ve ry  c rude ly  aga ins t us 
in  place o f an a rgum ent, o f deepest concern to  
us. W e are prepared, le t  me assure you, in  sp ite  
o f the deep-going differences e x is tin g  between 
us, to  jo in  w ith  you a t once in  a close co llabora­
t io n  to  b r in g  im m edia te  a id  to  a ll o f  o u r F rench 
class w a r  prisoners, as w e ll as to  the comrades 
now h i t  by the spasmodic spread o f the w a r in  
o ther countries. W e are prepared to  discuss th is  
w ith  you, and others o f the F .O .I. ( In te rn a tio n a l 
W orke rs  F ro n t A g a in s t W a r), e ith e r in fo rm a lly  
o r fo rm a lly , and a w a it w o rd  fro m  you a t y o u r 
ea rlie s t convenience.

A ssu rin g  yqp o f m y  m ost co rd ia l respect, I  
rem ain,

F ra te rn a lly  yours,

(signed) P au l G. Stevens

The Struggle for a Proletarian Party
__________ ________________________B y  JA M E S  P. C A N N O N  _

N a tio n a l S ecre tary, S.W.P.

(The fo llo w in g  a rt ic le  is the second chap te r o f a pam ph le t 
w r it te n  by com rade Cannon to  sum  up the seven-m onths’ 
discussion in  the  p a r ty  on the  question o f th e  S ovie t U n ion  
and the  “ o rg an iza tio n ”  question. The pam ph le t was pub­
lished in  the  In te rn a l B u lle tin . N o w  th a t  th e  T h ird  N a tio n a l 
Convention o f the  p a r ty  has se ttled  the  d isputes by a  de­
cis ive m a jo r ity , th is  a rt ic le  w i l l  acqua in t ou r readers w ith  
th e  p a r ty ’s es tim a te  o f the  dispute. In  the  n e x t issues o f the  
A P P E A L  we sha ll pub lish  o the r chapters o f com rade Can-, 
non’s pam ph le t— E d ito rs .)

II.

A New Stage in the Development of 
American Trotskyism

The body o f do c trine  and m ethods know n as “ T ro ts k y is m ”  is 
in d u b ita b ly  the  genuine M arx ism  o f o u r tim e , the  h e ir and con- 
t in u a to r  o f the Bolshevism  o f Len in  and the Russian revo lu tion  
and the ea rly  C om inte rn . I t  is  the m ovem ent know n  as T ro tsky ism  
and no o th e r th a t  has developed Bolshevism  in  ana lyz ing  and in ­
te rp re tin g  a ll the  g re a t events o f the  pos t-Len in  period and in  
fo rm u la tin g  the p rog ram  fo r  the  p ro le ta ria n  s tru g g le  and v ic to ry . 
There is no o th e r m ovem ent, the re  is no o th e r school th a t  has 
answered an y th in g . There is no o th e r school th a t  is  w o rth y  o f a 
m om ent’s consideration by  the  p ro le ta r ia n  revo lu tion is ts . T ro ts k y ­
ism , embodied in  the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l, is  the on ly  re vo lu tio n a ry  
movem ent.

B u t the  road fro m  the e labora tion  o f the  p ro g ra m  to  the o rgan ­
iza tio n  o f f irm  cadres, and fro m  th a t to  the  bu ild in g  of mass pa rties  
o f the  F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l, is  d iff ic u lt and com plicated. I t  proceeds 
th ro u g h  various stages o f evo lu tion  and developm ent as a  con tinu ­
ous process o f selection, a t tra c t in g  new forces and d isca rd ing  o th ­
ers w ho fa i l  to  keep step. The A m erican  section o f the  F o u rth  In te r ­
na tiona l is  r ig h t  now  in  the m id s t o f a cris is  in  th is  evo lu tiona ry  
process. I f ,  as a l l signs ind ica te , we are m ov ing  to w a rd  a  rad ica l 
so lu tion  o f the crisis, i t  is  to  be accounted fo r  by the speed a t 
w h ich  w o rld  events are m arch ing  and the im m e n s ity  o f th e ir  scope 
and the s e n s it iv ity  o f o u r p a r ty  to  th e ir  im pact.

The second w o rld  w a r, no less th a n  the  f irs t ,  s tr ik e s  a ll o rgan­
iza tions  and tendencies in  the la b o r m ovem ent w ith  catac lysm ic  
force. O u r own o rgan iza tion  is  no exception. L ik e  a ll others, i t  is 
be ing shaken to  its  founda tions and com pelled to  reveal its  rea l 
na ture . Weaknesses w h ich  rem ained undisclosed in  tim e  o f peace 
are ra p id ly  la id  bare w ith  the  approach o f w a r. N um erous in ­
d iv idua ls  and whole group ings, w he the r fo rm a lly  m em bers o f the 
F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l o r  sym path ize rs, are be ing subm itted  to  the  
same tests. There w i l l  be casualties, w h ich  m ay seem to  ind ica te  a 
w eaken ing  o f the  m ovem ent. B u t th a t is  ra th e r  the  appearance o f 
th in g s  tha n  the re a lity . T ro ts k y is m  is  the ve rita b le  do c trine  and 
m ethod o f p ro le ta r ia n  re vo lu tio n ; i t  reveals its  tru e  substance

m ost u n fa il in g  in  tim es o f cris is, w a r, and re vo lu tio n a ry  s trugg le . 
Those w ho have assim ila ted the  program , the  doctrine , the m ethod 
and the tra d it io n  in to  th e ir  flesh and blood, as the g u id ing  line  of 
s trugg le , c lin g  a ll the  m ore f irm ly  to  the m ovem ent under the 
pressure o f the  cris is.

I t  is  o n ly  those w ho took Bolshevism  as a set o f l i te ra ry  fo rm u ­
las, espousal o f w h ich  gave one a ce rta in  d is tin c tio n  in  rad ica l 
c irc les w ith o u t in c u rr in g  any serious respons ib ilities ; those who 
adopted T ro ts k y is m  as a  fo rm  o f "ex trem e rad ica lism ”  w h ich  
never w e n t beyond the bounds o f sophisticated debate— i t  is  such 
people who are m ost inc lined to  fa lte r  and to lose th e ir  heads 
under the pressure o f the  cris is, and even to  blam e th e ir  panic on 
th a t  same "T ro ts k y is m ”  w h ich  s im p ly  rem ains tru e  to  itse lf.

E ve rybody knows the c ris is  has dea lt heavy blows to  the  im ­
posing m ovem ent o f S ta lin ism . W ith  the  s ign ing  o f the Soviet- 
N a z i pac t the f l ig h t  o f the  S ta lin is t fe llo w  tra ve lle rs  began. They 
could stom ach the M oscow T r ia ls  b u t n o t the prospect o f com ing 
in to  co llis ion  w ith  the  dem ocra tic governm ent o f U.S. im peria lism . 
A f te r  the S oviet invas ion o f Poland and then  o f F in la n d  the f lig h t  
o f the fe llo w -tra v e lle rs  became a rou t. T h is  w ild  m ig ra tio n  a t t ra c t­
ed w ide a tte n tio n  sry l com m ent. W e ourselves con tribu ted  o u r ob­
servations and w itt ic is m s  on th is  lud icrous spectacle. U p  to  now, 
however, we have rem ained s ile n t on an analogous phenomenon 
in  o u r ow n “ pe rip he ry .”  The f l ig h t  o f the  m ore sophisticated, b u t 
h a rd ly  m ore courageous, in te lle c tu a l fe llo w -tra v e lle rs  o f A m erican  
T ro tsky ism  has been scarce ly less p re c ip ita te  and catastroph ic.

W ith  the approach o f the  w a r  T ro ts k y is m  as a doctrine  and as 
a m ovem ent began to  lose its  “ resp ec tab ility .”  M a n y  o f the  in ­
te llectua ls , sn iffing  danger, a rranged a som ewhat has ty  and un ­
d ign ified  departure. In  tru th , the re  is  n o t m uch le f t  o f th a t  con­
siderable a rm y  o f d ra w in g  room  heroes w ho used to  adm ire 
T ro ts k y ’s l i te ra ry  s ty le  and confound the less in te llig e n t pe riphery  
o f S ta lin ism  w ith  nuggets o f w isdom  m ined fro m  T ro ts k y ’s w r i t ­
ings. The collapse o f the  T ro ts k y is t  “ c u ltu ra l f r o n t ”  was taken  by 
some people, especia lly the ex -fro n te rs  themselves, to  s ig n ify  a 
collapse o f ou r m ovem ent. In  the  jo u rn a ls  o f the class enemy to  
w h ich  th e y  p ro m p tly  a ttached themselves some o f  them  have a l­
ready w orked  up courage to  w r ite  abou t T ro ts k y is m  as an “ ou t­
moded secta rian  tendency.”  However, i t  is  the y  who are "o u t­
moded,”  no t the m ovem ent o f the p ro le ta r ia n  vanguard, T ro tsky ism .

The pe tty -bourgeo is  in te lle c tua ls  are in trospec tive  b y  nature. 
T hey  m is take  th e ir  ow n em otions, th e ir  uncerta in ties , th e ir  fears, 
and th e ir  eg o tis tic  concern abou t th e ir  personal fa te  fo r  the  sen ti­
m ents and m ovem ents o f the g re a t masses. They m easure the 
w o r ld ’s agony by  th e ir  ow n inconsequentia l aches and pains. Inso­
fa r  as o u r p a r ty  m em bersh ip consists in  p a r t  o f pe tty-bourgeo is 
elem ents com ple te ly disconnected fro m  the p ro le ta r ia n  class s tru g ­
gle, the cris is  w h ich  ove rtook  the  pe riphe ry  o f ou r m ovem ent is 
trans fe rred , o r ra th e r, extended, in to  the p a rty .

I t  is  n o te w o rth y  th a t  the  c ris is  s tru c k  the  N ew  Y o rk  o rgan iza­
t io n  o f the  p a rty , tha nks  to  its  un favo rab le  socia l com position,

w ith  exceptional fo rce  and viru lence, w h ile  the p ro le ta ria n  centers 
o f the  p a r ty  rem ained v ir tu a lly  unaffected. The tendency o f the 
pe tty -bourgeo is  elem ents to  flee fro m  ou r p rog ram  and to  repud i­
a te  o u r tra d it io n  is  counterposed to  a rem arkab le  dem onstra tion  
o f lo y a lty  to  the p ro g ra m  and to  the  p a r ty  on the p a r t o f the  p ro ­
le ta ria n  m em bership. One m us t indeed be b lin d  n o t to  understand 
the m eaning o f th is  d iffe re n tia tio n . The m ore o u r p a rty  revealed 
its e lf  as a genuine p ro le ta r ia n  p a rty , the m ore i t  stood f irm ly  by 
p rinc ip le  and pene tra ted in to  the w o rke rs ’ mass m ovem ent, the 
b e tte r i t  has w ith s to od  the  shock o f the cris is . To the exten t 
th a t o u r p a r ty  has sunk its  roo ts  in  p ro le ta ria n  so il i t  has gained, 
no t lost, d u rin g  th is  recent period. The noise we hear around and 
about o u r m ovem ent is s im p ly  the  ru s t lin g  o f the  leaves a t the 
top o f the tree. The roo ts  are n o t shaking.

The evo lu tion  and developm ent o f A m erican  T ro ts k y is m  did 
no t proceed accord ing to  a preconceived plan. I t  was conditioned 
by a num ber o f exceptional h is to r ic a l c ircum stances beyond ou r 
con tro l. A f te r  the in it ia l cadres had accustomed themselves to  
w ith s ta n d  the a ttacks  and pressure o f the S ta lin is ts , the  m ovem ent 
began to  take  shape as an iso lated propaganda society. O f neces­
s ity  i t  devoted an in o rd ina te  am oun t o f its  energy to  the  lite ra ry  
s trugg le  aga inst S ta lin ism . W o rld  events, one a f te r  another, con­
firm ed  ou r c r it ic is m s  and prognoses. A f te r  the collapse o f the  
C om inte rn  in  G erm any, the  fa ilu re  o f the  successive 5-year plans 
to  b r in g  “ socia lism " in  Russia, the  m onstrous excesses o f the 
forced co llec tiv iza tio n  and the m an-m ade fam ine, the  m urderous 
purges and the tr ia ls — a fte r  a ll th is , w h ich  T ro ts k y  alone had 
expla ined and analyzed in  advance, T ro ts k y is m  became m ore popu­
la r  in  pe tty -bourgeo is  in te lle c tu a l and h a lf- in te lle c tu a l c ircles. F o r 
a tim e  i t  even became the fash ion. P a r ty  m em bership conferred 
a c e rta in  d is tin c tio n  and im posed no serious hardships. In te rn a l 
dem ocracy was exaggerated to  the p o in t o f looseness. C entra lism  
and d isc ip line  existed on ly  in  the program , n o t in  practice . The 
p a rty  in  N ew  Y o rk  was m ore lik e  a  sophisticated discussion club 
than a  com bat p a r ty  o f the  p ro le ta r ia t.

The fus ion  w ith  the  M uste organ iza tion , and la te r  the  e n try  
in to  the  S ocia lis t P a rty , were ca rried  o u t w ith  the  de libera te  a im  
o f b reak ing  o u t o f p ro p a g a n d is ts  iso la tio n  and s tagna tion  and 
find in g  a  road to  w id e r circles. These actions b ro ug h t hundreds 
o f new re c ru its  to  the  p a rty , and gave us the p o s s ib ility  o f ex­
pand ing  o u r ac tiv itie s . B u t the successes also b ro u g h t th e ir  own 
con trad ic tions. The m em bership o f the  S oc ia lis t P a r ty  in  New  
Y o rk , in c lud in g  its  le ft-w in g  and its  y o u th  organ iza tion , was p r i­
m a rily  pe tty -bourgeo is  in  com position ; and, despite th e ir  good w ill,  
were n o t easy to  ass im ila te . I f  o u r p a r ty  o rg an iza tio n  in  New 
Y o rk  had been m uch la rge r, and p re do m ina n tly  p ro le ta r ia n  in  
com position, the ta sk  w ou ld  have been m uch easier. A s  i t  was, 
some o f the  new  forces fro m  th e  S.P. com plica ted the  prob lem  
o f p ro le ta r ia n iz in g  the p a r ty  and con tribu ted  fre sh  re c ru its  to  
the pe tty -bourgeo is  clique o f A bem .

A t  the same tim e, tha nks  to  ou r de libera te  o rie n ta tio n  tow a rd  
trade un ion w o rk , th e  p a r ty  in  o th e r centers o f the  c o u n try  was 
developing in  a  p ro le ta r ia n  d irec tion . P en e tra tio n  in to  the  trade 
unions w as b r in g in g  in to  the  p a r ty  fre sh  elements o f p ro le ta ria n  
figh te rs ; and the con tra s t between the p ro le ta ria n  centers and the  
N ew  Y o rk  o rg an iza tio n  fla red  up in  num erous sk irm ishes before 
i t  f in a lly  exploded in  the  present p a r ty  cris is.

The approach o f the  w a r, w ith  its  fo re w a rn in g  o f heavy d iff i­
cu lties  and sacrifices fo r  m em bers o f the  p a rty , b ro ug h t w ith  i t  
a restlessness and d issa tis fac tio n  am ong m any o f the  p e tty -b o u r­

geois elements. These sen tim ents found  au then tic  expression in  a 
section o f the leadership. They began to  tra n s la te  th e ir  ow n 
nervousness in to  exaggerated c r it ic is m  o f the  p a r ty  and demands 
upon i t  w h ich  could n o t be fu lf il le d  in  the  circum stances. A f te r  
the s ig n in g  o f the  S ta lin -H it le r  pact, th e  opposition became m ore 
a rtic u la te . I t  began to  express its e lf  in  the fo rm  o f a f ig h t  aga inst 
ou r p ro g ra m  and, even tua lly , in  a re v o lt aga ins t the w hole doc­
tr ine , tra d it io n  and m ethod o f M a rx is m  and Bolshevism .

I t  w ou ld  be u t te r ly  absurd, however, to  characterize  the  p a r ty  
c ris is  as the  re su lt m e re ly  o f p o lit ic a l d ifferences o f op in ion. W e 
w ou ld  n o t touch the core o f the prob lem  i f  we confined ourselves 
to  a “ p o lit ic a l”  cha rac te riza tion  o f the  fa n ta s tic  proposals and 
flip -flops o f the opposition. Serious p o lit ic a l s trugg les, such as 
these, are an expression o f the s tru g g le  o f classes; th a t  is the  
on ly  w a y  to  understand them . The leaders o f the  opposition, 
and a ve ry  la rge  percentage o f th e ir  fo llow e rs , have shown th a t 
they are capable o f chang ing  th e ir  op in ions on a ll fundam en ta l 
questions o f th e o ry  and p o litic s  ove r n ig h t. T h is  o n ly  dem onstra tes 
qu ite  fo rc ib ly  th a t th e ir  op in ions in  general are n o t to  be taken  
too seriously.

The d r iv in g  im pulses behind the  opposition as a whole are 
pe tty -bourgeo is  nervousness a t the  prospect o f im pend ing s tru g ­
gles, d ifficu ltie s  and sacrifices, and the  unconscious desire to  
avo id them, a t a ll costs. F o r  some, no doubt, the  frenz ied  s trugg le  
aga ins t ou r p ro g ra m  and ou r tra d it io n  is  s im p ly  a  device to  m ask 
a c a p itu la to ry  desertion o f the  re v o lu tio n a ry  m ovem ent in  a  cloud 
o f dust and con troversy. F o r  others, th e ir  new ly  discovered “ po­
li t ic a l pos ition ,”  and th e ir  endless ta lk  about i t  and around i t  
are an unconscious ra tio n a liz a tio n  o f the same in ne r com pulsion. 
In  such cases i t  is  n o t su ffic ien t to  stop a t a p o lit ic a l cha rac te riza ­
tio n  o f the  ou tland ish  p ropositions o f the  opposition ists. I t  is 
necessary to  expose th e ir  class basis.

The present c ris is  in  the  p a r ty  is no m ere episode. I t  is 
n o t to  be exp la ined b y  s im ple differences o f op in ion such as have 
occurred a t  tim es in  the  past, and w i l l  a lw ays  occu r in  a free 
and dem ocra tic  p a rty . The c ris is  is  the  d ire c t re flec tion  o f a lien 
class pressure upon the p a rty . U n de r th is  pressure the  b u lk  o f the 
pe tty -bourgeo is  elements, and the pe tty -bourgeo is  leaders, los t 
th e ir  heads com ple te ly, w h ile  the  p ro le ta r ia n  sections o f the  p a r ty  
stand firm , and ra l ly  around the p ro g ra m  w ith  a  v ir tu a l u n an im ity .

F ro m  th is  w e can and m us t d ra w  ce rta in  conclusions:

(1) I t  is  n o t su ffic ien t fo r  the  p a r ty  to  have a p ro le ta ria n  p ro ­
g ra m ; i t  also requires a  p ro le ta r ia n  com position. O therw ise the 
p ro g ra m  can be tu rne d  in to  a scrap o f paper ove r n ig h t.

(2) The c ris is  canno t be reso lved s im p ly  b y  ta k in g  a  vote a t 
the convention and re a ffirm in g  the p ro g ra m  by  m a jo r ity  vote. The 
p a r ty  m us t proceed fro m  the re  to  a rea l p ro le ta r ia n iz a tio n  o f its  
ranks. I t  m us t become o b lig a to ry  fo r  the  pe tty -bourgeo is  m em ­
bers o f the  p a r ty  to  connect themselves in  one w a y  o r another 
w ith  the  w o rk e rs ’ m ovem ent and to  reshape th e ir  a c tiv itie s  and 
even th e ir  lives acco rd ing ly . Those w ho are incapable o f do ing 
th is  in  a de fin ite  and lim ite d  pe riod  o f t im e  m u s t be tra n s fe rre d  
to  the  ra n k  o f sym path izers.

W e stand a t a  decisive stage in  the evo lu tion  o f A m erican  
T ro ts k y is m  fro m  a loose ly-organ ized propaganda c irc le  and dis­
cussion club to  a  cen tra lized  and d isc ip lined  p ro le ta r ia n  p a r ty  
roo ted in  the  w o rk e rs ’ mass m ovem ent. T h is  tra n s fo rm a tio n  is 
be ing fo rced  ra p id ly  under pressure o f the  approach ing w ar. 
T h is  is the rea l m eaning o f the  present p a r ty  s trugg le .
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O rd e r O ut o f Chaos— B y  Leon  T ro tsky
The a rtic le  p rin ted  be low  was Issued as a pam ph le t by 

the  Supreme Council o f Soviets in  M oscow in  1919. I t  was 
w r it te n  a t the f ro n t  lines o f the  C iv il W a r by  the  head o f 
the  Red A rm y . I t  is p a r tic u la r ly  ap p ro p ria te  today when 
Europe and the  w o rld  has once again been plunged In to  the 
bloody chaos o f the Second W o rld  W ar.— E D IT O R .

*  *  *

F rom  the lands where they were hu rled  by the  G erm an p lun ­
derers, G erm an soldiers are s tream ing  hom eward. The Germ an 
soldiers are a ttacke d  by  ha lf-baked  Polish reg im en ts , the y  a ie  
d isarm ed and som etim es beaten. The A ng lo -F re nch  and the 
A m ericans t ig h te n  th e ir  de a th -g rip  on G erm any and take  care­
fu l count o f her feve rish  pulse. T h is  does no t p re ven t them  fro m  
dem anding th a t her governm ent send the rem nants o f German 
troops to  engage S oviet Russia in  b a ttle  and p reven t the  »attcr 
fro m  lib e ra tin g  te rr ito r ie s  occupied by  G erm an im peria lism .

The Belgians, whose cou n try  was on ly  yeste rday cruc ified  by 
G erm an im peria lism , are today seiz ing pu re ly  G erm an Rhenish 
provinces.

Sem i-pauperized, Roum anians, despoiled by th e ir  ru lin g  sw in ­
dlers, whose ca p ita l is a lte rn a te ly  the  p rey o f Germ ans and the 
A ng lo -F rench , are themselves seizing Bessarabia, T ransy lvan ia  
and Bukovina.

Trans-oceanic A m erican  reg im en ts  s it  on the t ip  o f o u r fa m ­
in e -s tricken  and ic y  N o rth  w ondering  w hy the y  were b rough t 
there.

The streets o f B e rlin , on ly  so recen tly  proud o f its  severe 
orderliness, are sw ept by the  sangu ina ry  waves o f c iv i l w ar.
(1 ) F rench troops have landed in  Odessa; (2) w h ile  g re a t areas 
o f F rance its e lf  are occupied by  Am erican , E ng lish , A u s tra lia n , 
and Canadian troops w ho tre a t F renchm en lik e  they  w ou ld  
colonials.

Poland, resurrected a f te r  a lm ost a cen tu ry  and a h a lf o f 
ob liv ion , s tra in s  w ith  a  k in d  o f feve rish  im patience to  engage 
the U k ra in e  and P russ ia  in  b a ttle  and provokes Soviet Russia.

American Colossus Bestrides Europe's Ruins
The A m erican  P resident W ilson, a p h ilis tin e  and hypocrite  

on whom  the w h ite  s t itc h in g  s t i l l  shows, an o ily  (Q uaker-vege- 
tab le -o il) T a rtu ffe  criss-crosses blood-drenched Europe as the 
supreme representa tive  o f m o ra lity , as the M essiah o f the A m e r­
ican D o lla r; punish ing, pardoning, and a rra n g in g  the fa te  o f the 
peoples. E ve rybody beckons to  h im , inv ites  h im , im p lores h im : 
the k in g  o f I ta ly ,  the re ign ing , perfid ious G eorg ian M ensheviks, 
the  debased and so lic itous Scheidemann, the  m angy t ig e r  o f the 
F rench  m iddle class, Clemenceau, a ll the s tro n g  boxes o f the Lon­
don C ity  and even Swiss m idw ives. W ith  his trouse r-cu ffs  p r im ly  
tu rne d  up, W ilson  w a lk s  over the  bloodpools o f Europe w ith  the 
blessings o f W a ll S tree t th a t  has so w e ll p layed the la s t stake 
o f the European lo tte ry , he un ites Jugo-S lavs w ith  Serbians; ap­
praises the crow n o f the  H apsburgs; between tw o  pinches o f 
snu ff rounds o u t B e lg ium  a t the expense o f plundered G erm any; 
and ponders the p o s s ib ility  o f d ra ft in g  orang-outangs and ba­
boons to  save C h ris tia n  cu ltu re  fro m  the ba rba rism  o f the B o l­
sheviks. * ,

Europe resembles a madhouse. A nd  a t f i r s t  glance i t  seems 
as i f  the  inm ates themselves are unaw are h a lf  an h o u r in  ad­
vance whose th ro a t the y  w i l l  c u t and whom  th e y  w il l  n e x t em­
brace. B u t in  the  s to rm y  waves o f th is  chaos one irre fu ta b le  
lesson is  to  be discerned— the c r im in a l resp on s ib ility  o f the 
bourgeois w o rld . E v e ry th in g  now occu rrin g  in  Europe was p re ­
pared fo r  d u r in g  the past generations, by its  economic system, 
its  s ta te  re la tions»*its system  o f m ilita r is m ; by  the  m o ra lity  and 
ph ilosophy o f th e T u lin g  classes, by  the re lig io n  o f a l l the priests. 
The m onarchy, the a ris tocracy, the c le rgy, the bureaucracy, the 
bourgeoisie, the professional in te llec tua ls , the m asters o f w ealth , 
and the ru le rs  o f states— i t  is  th e y  w ho have prepared and are 
p repa ring  those incom prehensible events w h ich  m ake old “ cu l­
tu re d ” , "C h r is t ia n ”  Europe seem lik e  a madhouse.

Imperialism, Nationalism, Communism
The European “ chaos”  is chaos in  fo rm  o n ly ; in  substance 

expressed in  i t  are the  suprem e law s o f h is to ry  w h ich  is now 
des troy ing  the old  to m ake w a y  fo r  the  new. The popu la tion  o f 
Europe now uses the  ve ry  saipe rifle s  in  f ig h t in g  fo r  d iffe re n t 
tasks  and d iffe re n t p rogram s w h ich  correspond to  d iffe re n t h is ­
to r ic a l epochs. B as ica lly  they are reducible to  th ree : Im p e r ia l­
ism , N a tiona lism , Com m unism .

T h is  w a r began as a  g a n g -fig h t between the g re a t c a p ita lis t 
band its  over seizures and the d iv is ion  o f the w o rld — th is  is p re ­
cise ly the sum and substance o f im peria lism . B u t in  o rder to 
p lunge the m any-m illioned  masses in to  the s trugg le , to  b a it them  
aga inst one another, to  fa n  in  them  the s p ir it  o f h a tre d  and 
fu ry , “ ideas”  and “ m oods" dear to  the  deceived and doom ed-to- 
destruction  masses were required.

T h is  hyp no tic  m edium  a t the disposal o f the im p e ria lis t ban­
d its  was provided by the idea o f na tiona lism . The rec iproca l bond 
o f the people w ho speak one and the same language, belong to 
one and the same n a tion— th a t constitu tes a g re a t force. T h is  
bond d id  n o t m ake its e lf  fe lt  so long  as people lived a  p a tria rc h a l 
l i fe  in  th e ir  v illages o r p ro v in c ia l regions. B u t the m ore bourgeois 
p roduction  developed, the  m ore i t  tied  v illa g e  to  v illag e  and the 
provinces w ith  the  c ities, a ll the m ore d id  the  people d ra w n  in to  
its  m ae ls trom  le a rn  to  value a com m on tongue— th is  g re a t m edi­
um  o f  m a te ria l and s p ir itu a l com m union. C a p ita lism  sought to  
entrench its e lf  f i r s t  and fo rem ost on a na tiona l founda tion  and 
engendered p o w e rfu l n a tio n a lis t m ovem ents: in  atom ized Ger­
m any, in  dism em bered I ta ly ,  in  ha rrow ed Poland, in  A u s tr ia -  
H ungary , am ong the  B a lka n  Slavs, in  A rm en ia . . . .

B y  means o f revo lu tions  and w ars, by  hook o r  c rook w ith  a 
hole here and a  pa tch  there, the  European , bourgeoisie solved 
p a r t  o f the n a tion a l problem . A  un ified  I ta ly ,  a  un ified G erm any, 
w ith o u t G e rm an -A us tria  but, by w a y  o f com pensation scores o f 
k ings, were created. The peoples o f Russia were bound together 
b y  the  steel ten tac les o f Czarism . A u s tr ia  and the  B a lkans were 
convulsed by a b it te r  in te rnecine s tru g g le  o f na tions who were

doomed to  live  in  close p ro x im ity  b u t were incapable o f estab­
lish in g  peacefu l fo rm s  o f co llabora tion .

Capitalism Plunges Into Slaughter
M eanw hile, cap ita lism  q u ic k ly  ou tg rew  the n a tion a l fra m e ­

w o rk . The na tiona l s ta te  served i t  on ly  as a springboard  fo r  the 
leap. C ap ita lism  soon became cosm opolitan— a t its  disposal were 
w o rld -w ide  means o f com m unica tion— its  agents and servants 
spoke in  a ll tongues and i t  sought to  p lunder the peoples o f the 
e a rth  regardless o f th e ir  language, co lo r o f sk in , o r  re lig io n  o f 
th e ir  priests. W h ile  the m iddle and p e tty  bourgeoisie, toge ther 
w ith  broad c irc les o f the  w o rk in g  class, s t i l l  continued to  rem ain 
in the atm osphere o f na tiona l ideology, cap ita lism  developed in to  
im peria lism , in to  an urge fo r  w o rld  dom ination .

The w o rld  s la ug h te r fro m  its  ve ry  beg inn ing presented the 
te rr ib le  spectacle o f the com bination  o f im p e ria lism  w ith  na tion ­
a lism ; the om n ipotent clique o f financ ia l cap ita l and heavy in ­
d u s try  succeeded in  harnessing to  th e ir  c h a rio t a ll the fee lings, 
passions and moods produced by the bond o f na tiona lism , by  the 
u n ity  o f language, by com m on h is to r ic a l tra d it io n  and above all, 
by com m on existence in  a  na tiona l state. T a k in g  to  the h ighroad 
fo r  robberies, seizures, and m anslaugh te r, the im p e ria lis ts  o f 
each con tend ing camp proved capable o f in s t i ll in g  in  the popu­
la r  masses the idea th a t the s tru g g le  presum ably invo lved na­
tio n a l independence and na tiona l cu ltu re . Jus t as bankers and 
big  m anu fac tu re rs  exp lo it sm all shopkeepers and w orkers , so 
im p e ria lism  subjected com ple te ly  to  its e lf  the n a tio n a lis t and 
cha uv in is t fee lings and goals by p re tend ing  th a t i t  was serv ing 
and sa feguard ing them. I t  was th is  te rr ib le  psychological charge 
th a t fed  and sustained the g re a t s laugh te r fo r  fo u r and one 
h a lf years.

Communism a Unifying Force
B u t Com m unism  emerged on the scene. I t  had in  its  tim e  

likew ise  arisen on na tiona l soil s im u ltaneous ly  w ith  the aw aken­
in g  o f the w o rke rs ’ m ovem ent a t  the ve ry  f ir s t  and s t i l l  uncer­
ta in  beat o f the  c a p ita lis t machine. W ith  the doc trine  o f Com­
m un ism  the p ro le ta r ia t opposed its e lf  to  the bourgeoisie. A nd  
w h ile  the la tte r  soon became im p e ria lis t and a force fo r  p lunder­
in g  the w o rld , the advanced p ro le ta r ia t, on the con tra ry , became 
in te rn a tio n a lis t and a force fo r  w o rld  un ifica tion .

The im p e ria lis t bourgeoisie represented nu m erica lly  an in ­
s ig n ifica n t m in o r ity  o f the na tion . I t  m a in ta ined  itse lf, i t  ru led  
and dom inated so long  as i t  was a'ble th rou gh  the ideas and 
moods o f na tiona lism  to  keep broad p e tty  bourgeois and w o rk ­
in g  masses in  th ra lld om . The in te rn a tio n a lis t p ro le ta r ia t cons ti­
tu ted  ano the r m in o r ity  a t the ve ry  opposite pole. I t  had every 
ju s tific a tio n  fo r  be liev ing th a t i t  could tea r the m a jo r ity  o f the 
people fro m  the s p ir itu a l yoke o f im peria lism .

B u t up to  the la s t g re a t s la ug h te r o f the peoples even the 
best and m ost perspicacious leaders o f the  p ro le ta r ia t never sus­
pected how p o w e rfu lly  the  consciousness o f the po pu la r masses 
was swayed by  the pre jud ices o f bourgeois s ta te  ru le  and the 
hab its  o f na tiona l conservatism . A l l  th is  was revealed in  Ju ly , 
1914, w h ic h  w ith o u t exaggera tion  became the b lackest m on th  
in  w o rld  h is to ry ; n o t on ly  because k ings  and the s tockb rokers  
were able to unleash the w a r b u t because they succeeded in 
ga in in g  inne r sw ay over hundreds o f m illio n s  o f popu lar masses, 
dup ing  them, sp inn ing a web abou t them, h yp no tiz ing  them  and

psycho log ica lly  d ra w in g  them  in to  th e ir  m urderous enterprise.
In te rn a tio n a lis m  w h ich  had fo r  decades served as the o ffic ia l 

banner o f the  m ost p o w e rfu l w o rk in g  class o rgan iza tion , seemed 
to have disappeared ins tantaneous ly  in  the fire  and smoke o f the 
w o rld  s laughter. L a te r i t  re-appeared as a w eak and flic k e r in g  
t in y  flam e am ong disconnected, iso lated groups in  va rious coun­
tries . A l l  the learned and the un learned p ries ts  and lackeys o f 
the bourgeoisie tr ie d  to  dep ic t these groups as the dy in g  rem ­
nants o f u top ian  sects. B u t the name o f Z im m erw a ld  (3) had 
a lready evoked echoes o f a la rm  in  the colum ns o f the en tire  
bourgeois press. The re v o lu tio n a ry  in te rn a tio n a lis ts  m arched 
along th e ir  ow n road. Above a ll, they  gave themselves a c lear 
accoun ting  o f the causes u n d e rly in g  the events.

Betrayal of O ffic ia l Social Democracy
The pro longed era o f “ peacefu l”  bourgeois developm ent w ith  

its  day-to -day s trugg le  o f the trade  unions, w i th  its  re fo rm is t 
p e tty -fo g g e ry  and p e tty  p a rlia m e n ta ry  squabbles created a 
m any-m illioned  o rgan iza tion , op p o rtu n is t a t the  top, w h ich  
curbed w ith  heavy chains the re vo lu tio n a ry  energy o f the p ro ­
le ta r ia t. B y  d in t o f h is to rica l events the o ffic ia l social democracy, 
born  under the s ign o f the social revo lu tion , became trans fo rm ed  
in to  the m ost cou n te r-re vo lu tion a ry  force in  Europe and in  the 
whole w orld . I t  became so in te rtw in e d  w ith  the n a tion a l state, 
its  pa rliam en t, its  m in is te rs , its  com m issions; i t  became so ac­
customed to  its  fr ie n d ly  enemies— the bourgeois and m iddle class 
pa rlia m e n ta ry  sw ind lers— th a t a t the ou tb reak o f the bloody 
catastrophe o f the c a p ita lis t system  i t  could perceive no th in g  
save— the  th re a t to  na tion a l “ u n ity ” . Instead o f c a llin g  upon the 
p ro le ta ria n  masses fo r  an assault aga inst cap ita lism , i t  called 
them  to  defend the “ n a tio n a l”  state. T h is  social dem ocracy of 
the P lekhanovs, Tsere te llis , Scheidemanns, K au tskys , Renaudels, 
and Longuets, m ob ilized in  the service o f im p e ria lism  every na­
tio n a l pre jud ice , a ll the s lav ish  ins tinc ts , the  en tire  scum o f 
chauvin ism , e ve ry th in g  d a rk  and c o rru p t w h ich  had accum ulated 
in  the souls o f the to il in g  and oppressed masses d u rin g  centuries 
o f s lavery.

I t  wag c lear to  the p a r ty  o f re v o lu tio n a ry  Com m unism  th a t 
th is  colossal h is to rica l b lackm a il w ou ld  te rm in a te  in  a te rr ib le  
collapse o f the ru l in g  cliques and th e ir  retinues. To evoke in  the 
masses a m a rt ia l upsurge, a  readiness fo r  se lf-sacrifice, and 
f in a lly  even the mere a b il i ty  to  spend years in  the f i l th y  s tin k in g  
m ud o f the trenches, i t  was necessary fo r  the ru le rs  to  arouse 
in  the masses enormous hopes, m onstrous illusions. The d is illu ­
sionm ent and em b itte rm e n t o f the masses w ou ld  in e v ita b ly  as­
sume p ropo rtions com m ensurate w ith  the scope o f th is  deceit. 
The revo lu tio n a ry  in te rn a tio n a lis ts  ( th e y  were n o t y e t called 
C om m unists) fo resaw  th is  and upon th is  fo recast the y  based 
th e ir  re v o lu tio n a ry  tac tic . They "steered a  course’ ! tow a rd  the 
social revo lu tion .

Internationalism Versus Imperialism
T w o conscious m in o ritie s— the im p e ria lis t and in te rn a tio n a l­

is t— declared a  w a r to  the death aga ins t each other. A nd  before 
th e ir  com bat was tra n s fe rre d  to  the c ity  s tree ts  in  the shape o f 
open c iv i l w a r, i t  unfolded in  the  consciousness o f m illio n s  upon 
m illio n s  o f to ile rs. These were no longer p a rlia m e n ta ry  conflic ts, 
w h ich  even in  the best days o f p a rlia m en ta rism  educated the 
masses on ly  to  a ve ry  lim ite d  extent. Here the  e n tire  people, 
down to  its  da rkes t and m ost in e r t  depths, were seized by the 
steel c laws o f m ilita r is m  and v io le n tly  plunged in to  the  m ael­
s trom  o f events.

Im p e ria lism  was challenged by Com m unism  w h ich  said: “ You 
have now  shown the masses in  action  w h a t you re a lly  are and 
w h a t you are capable o f do ing. M y  tu rn  is next.”  The g re a t 
com bat between Im p e ria lism  and Com m unism  is decided n o t by 
paragraphs o f re fo rm , no t by p a rlia m e n ta ry  ba llo ts , no r by the 
s tr ik e  reports  o f trade  unions. The events are w r it te n  in  steel 
and every step o f the s trugg le  is sealed w ith  blood. T h is  alone 
predestined th a t  the  s tru g g le  between Im p e ria lism  and Com­
m unism  w ou ld  no t be se ttled  w ith in  the lim its  o f fo rm a l democ­
racy.

The Solution Cannot Be Postponed
. To solve the basic tasks o f social developm ent th ro u g h  u n i­

versa l suffrage would, under present conditions, when a ll ques­
tions are posed po in t-b lank , s ig n ify  a  cessation o f the  s trugg le  
between the m o rta l class enemies. I t  w ou ld  mean an appeal to 
an a rb it ra to r  in  the person o f those in te rm ed ia te  and p r im a r ily  
p e tty  bourgeois masses w ho e ith e r have n o t y e t been d ra w n  in to  
the s trugg le  o r are p a rtic ip a tin g  in  i t  sem i-consciously. B u t i t  is  
prec ise ly  these masses who were deceived by the g re a t lie  o f 
na tiona lism , who were bled w h ite  by  the w a r, w ho have lo s t 
th e ir  heads and on ly  seek fo r  a  w a y  out, who a re  sub ject to  the 
m ost diverse and co n tra d ic to ry  modds— these masses cannot be 
accepted as a u th o rita tiv e  a rb itra to rs  by Im pe ria lism , a ll the less 
so by Com m unism , no r even by themselves. W h y  then n o t tem ­
porize and postpone the so lu tion  o f the d ispu te  u n t il the bew il­
dered in te rm ed ia te  masses come to  th e ir  senses and d ra w  a ll 
the necessary conclusions fro m  the lessons o f the w a r?  H ow ? 
In  w h a t w a y?  A r t if ic ia l in te rludes are possible in  com bats be­
tween ath le tes; on the  arena o f a  c ircus o r on the tr ib u n e  o f 
pa rlia m e n t— b u t n o t in  a c iv i l w a r. The m ore aggrava ted  a ll the 
re la tions, a ll the needs and a ll the  m is fo rtunes  become as a 
re su lt o f the im p e ria lis t w a r, the  less ob jective  po ss ib ility  there 
is fo r  lead ing the s trugg le  in to  the  channels o f fo rm a l democ­
racy, the sim ultaneous and un ive rsa l cou n tin g  o f noses.

“ In  th is  w a r you, Im pe ria lism , have shown w h a t you are 
capable o f and now m y  tu rn  has come. I  sha ll take  pow er in to  
m y  hands and show the s t i l l  v a c illa tin g , the s t i l l  bew ildered 
masses w h a t I  can do, where I  can lead them , w h a t I  w a n t and 
can g ive them .”

T h is  was the slogan o f the O ctober in su rrec tio n  o f Com ­
m un ism ; th is  is the  m eaning o f the te rr ib le  w a r  w h ich  the  Spar- 
tac is ts  have procla im ed aga ins t the bourgeois w o rld  on the 
streets o f  B erlin .

The im p e ria lis t s la ug h te r has erupted in to  a c iv i l w ar. The 
b e tte r the c a p ita lis t w a r*has  tra in ed  the w o rke rs  how to  handle 
rifles, the m ore decis ive ly are they beg inn ing to  app ly  these 
rifles  fo r  th e ir  own goals. H owever, the o ld  s la ug h te r is no t ye t 
liqu ida ted ; here and there  new bloody clashes a long the old na­
tio n a l and sta te  lines s t i l l  fla re  up and th rea ten  to  spread in to  a 
new con flagra tion . A t  the m om ent when Com m unism  is a lready 
ce leb ra ting  its  f i r s t  v ic to ries  and is fu l ly  ju s tifie d  in  no t fe a rin g  
iso la ted defeats, the  ye llow  tongues o f n a tio n a lis t flames s t i l l  
e ru p t fro m  underneath the  vo lcan ic soil.

Inferno of National and Social Conflict
Poland, on ly  yeste rday he rse lf s trang led, dismembered, to rn  

and bled w h ite — Poland seeks today in  a fina l and belated d ru n ­
ken f i t  o f na tiona lism  to  p lunder Prussia, G alic ia , L a tv ia  and 
W h ite  Russia. M eanw hile, the  P olish p ro le ta r ia t is a lready bu ild ­
in g  its  Soviets.

Serbian na tiona lism  seeks a  robber's  sa tis fa c tion  fo r  ancient 
s ligh ts  and wounds in  te rr ito r ie s  se ttled  by B u lga rians.

I ta ly  grabs a t Serb ian provinces.
The Czechs, who have ju s t  freed  themselves fro m  underneath 

the G erm an-H apsburg boot, d ru n k  w ith  the pseudo-independence 
pro ffe red them  by the m ig h ty  sharks o f Im pe ria lism , are v io ­
la tin g  the c ities  o f G erm an Bohem ia and m assacring Russians in  
S iberia. The Czech com m unists are sounding the a larm .

W all Street Is Growing Uneasy
E vents p ile  on events, the  m ap o f Europe changes u n in te r­

rup ted ly , b u t the m ost pro found  changes are o ccu rring  in  the 
consciousness o f the masses. The ve ry  r if le  w h ich  was yeste rday 
used in  the service o f na tio n a l im p e ria lism  serves today in  the 
same hands the cause o f social revo lu tion . W a ll S treet, w h ich  
has long  and s k il l fu l ly  fanned the E uropean bonfire  so as to  
enable its  bankers and in d u s tr ia lis ts  to  w a rm  th e ir  hands a t  its  
flames, now sends to Europe its  ch ié f c le rk , i ts  supreme broker, 
its  m ethod ica l rogue, W ilson, to  inves tiga te  a t f ir s t  hand w hethe r 
th in gs  have n o t gone too fa r.

O n ly  recently , the  A m erican  m illio n a ire s  laughed in  th e ir  
clean-shaven chins and rubbed th e ir  hands: “ H a-ha ! Europe has 
become a madhouse, Europe is exhausted, b a n k ru p t; Europe is 
becom ing trans fo rm ed  in to  a cem etery o f o ld  cu ltu re . W e sha ll 
to u r its  ru ins, buy up its  treasured m onum ents; la v ish ly  t ip  the 
august scions o f a ll the E uropean dynasties! European com peti­
tio n  w il l  vanish. C ontro l over in d u s tr ia l l i fe  w i l l  pass com ple te ly 
in to  ou r hands, and the p ro fits  fro m  the whole w o rld  w i l l  begin 
f lo w in g  in to  ou r A m erican  pockets.”

B u t, a t present, the snide chuckle  is beg inn ing to  s t ic k  in  
the th ro a t o f the W a ll S tree t Yankees.

The Communist Order Raises Its Head
A m id  the European chaos, the idea o f a new order, the  Com­

m un is t O rder, is ra is in g  its  head ever m ore im perious ly  and 
po w e rfu lly . In  the clash and d in  o f bloody im p e ria lis t, na tio n a l­
is t  and class con flic ts , the peoples m ost backw ard  fro m  the  rev­
o lu tio n a ry  s tandpo in t are s lo w ly  bu t un sw e rv ing ly  beginn ing to  
fa l l  in  step w ith  those w ho have a lready le f t  th e ir  f ir s t  v ic to ries  
behind them . F ro m  a p rison  o f the  peoples w h ich  C za ris t Russia 
was, i t  is  tu rn in g  before o u r ve ry  eyes— w ith  the lib e ra tio n  o f 
R iga, V ilna , K h a rk o v — in to  a free federa tion  o f Soviet Repub­
lics. (4)

There is no o th e r w ay out, no o th e r road fo r  the peoples o f 
the fo rm e r A u s tro -H u n g a ria n  em pire and the B a lka n  peninsula. 
Soviet G erm any w i l l  en ter as a m em ber in to  th is  fa m ily  w h ich  
sooner o r la te r  w i l l  include in  its  ranks S oviet I ta ly  and Soviet 
France. The tra n s fo rm a tio n  o f Europe in to  a Federation o f So­
v ie t Republics is the sole conceivable so lu tion  o f the needs o f 
na tiona l developm ent o f g re a t and sm a ll nations, w h ich  is no t 
de trim e n ta l to  the c e n tra lis t requirem ents o f economic un ifica ­
tio n —f ir s t  o f Europe and then o f the  w hole w o rld .

Bourgeois dem ocrats dreamed in  th e ir  tim e  o f a U n ite d  States 
o f Europe. These dream s have found  a h y p o c r itic a lly  belated 
echo in the speeches o f the F rench  social p a tr io ts  in  the f ir s t  
period o f the la s t w a r. (5) The bourgeoisie proved incapable o f 
u n ify in g  Europe because i t  could counterpose to  the u n ify in g  
tendencies o f economic developm ent on ly  the d iv id in g  w i l l  o f 
na tiona l im peria lism .

Only Socialism Can Unify the World
To u n ify  the  peoples i t  is  necessary to  free  economic life  

fro m  the fe tte rs  o f p r iv a te  p rope rty . O n ly  the  d ic ta to rsh ip  o f 
the  p ro le ta r ia t is capable o f b r in g in g  the demands o f na tiona l 
developm ent in to  th e ir  n a tu ra l and lega l boundaries and em ­
b ra c in g  a ll na tions in  a  un ifica tio n  o f w o rk in g  co llabora tion . T h is  
u n ifica tio n  w i l l  take  shape p rec ise ly  as the F edera tion  o f the 
Soviet Republics o f  Europe on the  basis o f the free  se lf-de te r­
m in a tio n  o f the peoples dw e llin g  there. There can be no o th e r 
solution. T h is  a lliance w li l  be d irected aga inst E ng land should 
the la t te r  la g  behind the con tine n t in  he r re v o lu tio n a ry  develop­
m ent. Toge ther w ith  S oviet E ng land  the European Federation 
w il l  d ire c t its  blows aga inst the im p e ria lis t d ic ta to rsh ip  o f N o rth  
A m erica  so long  as the trans-oceanic repub lic  rem ains the Re­
pub lic  o f the D o lla r— so long  as the  tr iu m p h a n t s n o rtin g  o f W a ll 
S tree t is  no t tu rned  in to  its  death ra tt le .

B loody chaos s t i l l  stands over Europe. The old  is com bin ing 
w ith  the new. E ven ts  p ile  up on events; and blood accum ulates 
on blood. B u t fro m  th is  chaos, ever m ore reso lu te ly  and bo ld ly  
emerges the idea o f the C om m unist O rder fro m  w h ich  the bour­
geoisie w i l l  be saved n e ith e r by  its  V ersa illes conspiracies, nor 
its  h ired  gangs, no r its  v o lu n ta ry  flunk ies  o f class co llabora tion  
and socia l p a trio tis m , n o r by  the  g re a t trans-oceanic p a tro n  o f 
a ll the c a p ita lis t s trang le rs .

I t  is  no t longer the spectre o f Com m unism  th a t  hovers over 
Europe as w as the case seven ty-tw o  years ago when the  Com­
m un is t M an ifes to  was w r it te n — i t  is  the ideas and hopes o f the 
bourgeoisie th a t are be ing trans fo rm ed  in to  a spectre. Com ­
m un ism  now  strides over Europe in  flesh and blood. 1 2 3 4 5

How May Day Began
B y M A R V E L  S C H O LL

May Day, 1940, marks the fiftieth anniversary o f that first 
great international working class holiday when the workers of 
every nation went into the streets, on May 1, 1890, to strike 
fo r the legal establishment o f the eight hour day. Four years 
before that, however, the first May Day had been celebrated 
in the United States.

The history o f May Day is the history o f the organized 
labor and revolutionary movement o f the world, its rises and 
downfalls, its martyrs, its leaders— and its mis-leaders. A  
study o f that history contains many valuable lessons fo r the 
workers o f today.

The first gigantic May Day strike occurred on May 1, 
1886, in the United States an

years o f  prev ious s trugg le s  by« 
the  A m erican  w o rke rs  fo r  a 
sho rte r w o rk  day. F ro m  its  ve ry  
incep tion , M a y  D ay as a w o rke rs ’ 
ho liday  has been recognized as a 
p o lit ic a l in s titu t io n . The s trugg le  
to  estab lish the  lega l l im i t  fo r  a 
w o rk in g  day to  e ig h t hours was a 
p o lit ic a l ba ttle . To th is  o r ig in a l 
demand, as the  years passed,

1 grew out o f more than fifty, ■
m any p o lit ic a l issues were added.

Slogans fo r  M ay  D ay parades 
and dem onstra tions today include 
(1) in te rn a tio n a l w o rk in g  class 
s o lid a rity , (2) un ive rsa l suffrage,
(3) the  ending o f co lon ia l oppres­
sion, (3) the r ig h t  to  the  streets,
(4) the fre e in g  o f p o lit ic a l p r is ­
oners, (5) the  r ig h t  o f p o lit ic a l

and economic o rg an iza tio n  fo r  the 
w o rk in g  class.

M ay  D ay began in  the U n ited  
States. F rom  the v e ry  beg inn ing 
o f the fa c to ry  system  here, the 
w o rke rs  began th e ir  f ig h t aga ins t 
the  m urderous hours imposed on 
them  by th e ir  em ployers. The 
f irs t  demand was fo r  a  ten  hour 
day. In  1821, w ith o u t the  benefit 
o f  any organ iza tion , a group o f 
cordw ainers in  N ew  Y o rk  w en t on 
s tr ike . D u r in g  the  t r ia l  o f th e ir  
leaders fo r  conspiracy la te r, i t  
was b ro ug h t ou th a t the "n o rm a l”  
w o rk in g  day fo r  these m en was 
fro m  nineteen to  tw e n ty  hours.

D u rin g  the  n e x t tw o  decades 
the num ber and m ilita n c y  o f the 
s tr ike s  over the  ten hour day 
were so g re a t th a t  m any indus­
tr ie s  had to  g ra n t it .  In  1837 
P resident V an B uren f in a lly  de­
creed th a t  a ll governm ent em­
ployees w o rk  ten hours a day.

Scarce ly had th is  demand been 
won on a m ore o r less w idespread 
scale than the w o rke rs  too k  up

the c ry  fo r  an e ig h t hour day. 
The issue was never lo s t s ig h t of, 
fro m  1827, when the f ir s t  trade 
union in  the w o rld  was organized 
in  P h ilade lph ia  by the M echanics 
u n t il 1884, when the f ir s t  conven­
t io n  o f the  Federa tion  o f O rgan­
ized Trades and La bo r U n ions o f 
the U n ited  S tates and Canada 
( la te r  s im p lified  to  the  A m erican  
F edera tion  o f L a b o r), passed a 
reso lu tion  se ttin g  M ay  1, 1886 as 
a day fo r  mass s tr ike s  fo r  the 
e igh t ho u r day. The N a tio n a l L a ­
bor U nion, organized as a federa­
tion  o f trade  unions in  1866, the 
F ir s t  In te rn a tio n a l, and the 
K n ig h ts  o f Labor, had a ll passed 
reso lu tions and organized th e ir  
forces around th is  demand.

M ay 1, 1886 is a  day w h ich  w i l l  
long be remembered by  bo th  the 
w o rke rs  o f the w o rld  and the em­
p loy in g  classes. In  every la rge 
c ity  in  the  co u n try  w o rke rs  la id  
down th e ir  too ls and took to  the 
streets to  f ig h t fo r  the  lega l es­
tab lish m en t o f the  e ig h t hour

day. In  m any c itie s  the y  won 
th e ir  demand, and in  others they 
succeeded in  apprec iab ly  c u tt in g  
down th e ir  hours o f w o rk .

B u t i t  was in  Chicago th a t  the 
s tr ik e  centered. The size and the 
m ilita n c y  o f the  w o rke rs ’ demon­
s tra tio n  there had m any fa r -  
reaching effects.

The bosses o f Chicago, th e ir  
police and th e ir  governm ent de­
cided th a t when the w o rkers  
were ready to  take  to  the streets 
to  f ig h t fo r  th e ir  needs, i t  was 
necessary fo r  the bosses a t a ll 
costs to  curb  and k i l l  the o rgan­
ized labo r and w o rk e rs ’ p o lit ic a l 
m ovem ent.

On M ay 3 the  police fired  in to  
the p ic k e t line  a t the M cC orm ick  
D eering p lan t, k i l l in g  fo u r  and 
w ound ing scores o f the s tr ike rs .

On M ay  4 a  g ig a n tic  mass 
m eeting  a t H a y m a rk e t Square 
pro tested the b ru ta li ty  o f the po­
lice. The m eeting  was peaceful 
and ju s t  abou t to  ad jo u rn  when 
suddenly the police a ttacke d  the 
crowd. Someone th re w  a  bomb, 
k il l in g  a sergeant. W hen the 
smoke o f ba ttle  cleared, seven po­
lice and fo u r  w o rkers  were dead.

M ost o f the m il ita n t  la b o r lead­

ers o f Chicago were b ro u g h t to  
t r ia l  as a re su lt o f  th is  de libera te 
p lo t o f the  Chicago bosses to 
break the m ovem ent. F o u r o f the 
un ion is ts— Spies, Engel, Parsons, 
and F ishe r were hanged. M any 
others w en t to  prison.

T h is was the bosses' answer to  
the w o rke rs ’ m ilita n c y . 
BECO M ES IN T E R N A T IO N A L  
D A Y  O F  STR U G G LE  IN  1890

B u t c o n tra ry  to  th e ir  expecta­
tions, the H a ym arke t' R io ts, in ­
stead o f k il l in g  the  la bo r move­
m ent, on ly  increased its  tempo. 
In  1889 the convention o f the 
A F L  set aside M a y  1, 1890 as 
ano the r day fo r  mass s tr ike s  on 
the e ig h t hour issue. D u r in g  the 
same year, the In te rn a tio n a l 
W o rk in g m a n ’s Congress, the  Sec­
ond In te rn a tio n a l, decreed th a t 
M ay  1, 1890 should be an in te r ­
na tion a l w o rk in g  m an’s ho liday, 
when a ll those w ho to ile d  fo r  
th e ir  l iv in g  should come o u t on 
s tr ik e  fo r  the e ig h t ho u r da y  and 
fo r  o th e r im p o rta n t p o lit ic a l is ­
sues fo r  w h ich  the  w o rke rs  o f the 
w o rld  are s t i l l  f ig h tin g .

M a y  1, 1890 saw one o f the 
(C ontinued on Page 8)

(1) Comrade T ro ts k y  is  re fe rr in g  to  the  Janua ry  1919 up ­
ris in g  o f the B e r lin  w o rke rs  and soldiers. I t  was provoked by  
the  treacherous p o licy  o f the  social dem ocra tic  governm ent o f 
E b e rt and Scheidemann. The governm ent hgd issued an o rder 
rem oving  the incum bent independent social dem ocra t fro m  his 
post o f the B e r lin  ch ie f o f police. The w o rke rs  rep lied by mass 
dem onstra tions. W ith in  24 hours a general s tr ik e  was declared. 
The m ovem ent was headed by  a  re v o lu tio n a ry  com m ittee  com­
posed o f K a r l L iebknech t, Ledebour, and Scholtze. T h is  com­
m itte e  had the suppo rt o f the  S partac is ts  and o f the B e r lin  o r­
gan iza tion  o f the  Independent Social-Dem ocrats. The au tho ritie s  
began nego tia tions w ith  the  w o rke rs  and a t the  same tim e  mo-- 
b ilized m il i ta r y  forces fro m  bourgeois you th , W h ite  G uard  s tu ­
dents, and non-com m issioned officers o f the o ld  H ohenzolle rn 
a rm y. On Jan ua ry  11, under the leadersh ip  o f Noske the bloody 
suppression o f the w o rke rs ’ u p ris in g  began. On Jan ua ry  15, K a r l 
L iebknech t and Rosa Luxem b urg  were m urdered by the  officers 
convoying them  to  prison.

(2) The la nd ing  o f  the F rench  troops in  Odessa to o k  place 
e a rly  in  Jan ua ry  1919, as p a r t  o f the general A llie d  p lan  to  aid 
D e n ik in  aga ins t the  Soviets.

(3) The Z im m erw a ld  conference was held in  S w itze rlan d  in  
Septem ber 1915 on the  in it ia t iv e  o f the I ta lia n  Socialists. The 
L e f t  W in g  a t th is  Conference headed by  Len in  issued a m an i­
festo to  the w o rke rs  o f the  w o rld  c a llin g  upon the  arm ies then 
f ig h t in g  fo r  im p e r ia lis t a im s to  tu rn  th e ir  guns aga ins t th e ir  
ow n bourgeoisie.

(4) W ith  the ou tb reak o f the  re vo lu tio n  in  G erm any, the  
G erm an troops occupying Esthon ia , L a tv ia , L ith u a n ia , W h ite  
Russia and the U k ra in e  rushed home; and the Red A rm y  was 
able to  advance w ith o u t m ee ting  any serious resistance.

(5) F o r  the  c u rre n t version o f th is  “ dream ”  one need on ly  
re fe r to  the  bourgeois press, especia lly o f the A llie d  camp.
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FIGHT W ITH THE SOCIALIST 
WORKERS PARTY FOR:

1. A Job and a decent living for every worker.
2. Open the Idle factories— operate them tinder 

workers’ control.
8. A Twenty-Billion dollar Federal public works 

and housing program.
4. Th irty -th irty— $80-weekly minimum wage— 80- 

hour weekly maximum for a ll workers on a ll Jobs.
6. Th irty  dollar weekly old-age and disability 

pension.
6. Expropriate the Sixty Families.
7. A ll war funds to the unemployed.
8. A people’s referendum on any and all wars.
9. No secret diplomacy.

10. An Independent Labor Party.
11. Workers’ Defense Guards against vigilante and 

Fascist attacks.
12. Full social, political and economic equality for 

the Negro people.

War in the Pacific
Step by step this country is being shoved by 

the Washington government closer and closer to 
war against Japan in the Pacific.

Secretary of State Cordell H u ll last week 
warned Japan not to occupy the Dutch East In ­
dies and on A pril 24 the well-informed Washing­
ton columnists, Pearson and Allen, said in their 
“ Merry Go Round” ;

“ The H u ll warning to Japan is subject to vari­
ous interpretations, but that given i t  by estab­
lished usage is that i f  Japan does not heed the 
warning it means war. Nations do not usually 
stick their necks out to tell another nation what 
to do without the risk o f war. So, write it  down 
as certain that i f  rue get into war, i t  w ill be 
through the back door o f the Pacific.”

But far more specific and authoritative was the 
blunt statement made on A pril 22 before the 
Senate Committee on Naval A ffa irs by Rear 
Admiral J. K. Taussig, a former assistant chief 
o f naval operations and at present commander of 
the F ifth  Naval D istrict at Norfo lk, Va.

“ I  cannot see how we can ultimately prevent

being drawn into war on account o f the Far 
Eastern situation,”  Admiral Taussig said.

He cited the famous Tanaka Memorial outlin­
ing Japanese expansionist aims and declared : “ In 
the Far East, a situation has arisen which defin­
itely threatens our national interests. . . .  I can­
not see how we can escape being forced into 
eventual war by the present trend of events.”

By “ our interests”  the plain-speaking admiral 
means the interests o f American investments, 
trade, imperialist power. Just what these have to 
do with the interests of. the workers o f the 
United States nobody troubles to say, because 
they have nothing to do with them. The whole 
country is to be asked to line up for the slaugh­
ter to defend and expand the “ interests”  o f the 
handful o f bankers and big business men in the 
Far East, six to ten thousand miles from our 
homes.

O f course, both H u ll and the Navy depart­
ment immediately issued disclaimers o f respon­
sibility for Taussig’s plain talk. But just imagine 
an admiral in active service, a former chief o f 
the naval staff, making public statements like 
that without the nod from Roosevelt.

The government isn’t really going to rebuke 
Taussig fo r declaring that “ we” are going to 
have to fight Japan and should, to that end, make 
a pact at once with Britain, France, and H o l­
land, and spend a couple o f billions more o f the 
people’s money for bigger and bigger warships.

The government isn’t going to rebuke him be­
cause, the fact is, he expressed the real inten­
tions o f the government, and his public state­
ment was probably deliberately designed to test 
public reaction.

Let that public reaction be made plain and 
made fast. The workers o f the United States 
have no “ interests”  to defend in the Far East. 
Their interests lie with the Chinese and Japan­
ese workers who will defend them in common 
against the capitalists o f those countries, and 
w ill defend them all the better i f  the American 
workers concentrate on breaking up the imper­
ialist war plans o f our own boss rulers right 
here at home. And we can do that first of all by 
organizing to fight the vast drive o f union re­
pression that the government has already started 
as a wartime measure and by fighting fo r jobs 
and for the 30-hour week at a $30 minimum. 
That’s O U R  fighting front. Let’s.get busy on it !

IT  W A S N ’T  N A IL E D  D O W N !
H e rb e rt F le ishhacker, 68-year-o ld fo rm e r president 

o f the A n g lo -C a lifo rn ia  N a tio n a l Bank, is g iven a 
clean b ill o f hea lth  by H a rry  S. Young, his a tto rney , 
who is defending h im  aga inst the federa l in d ic tm e n t 
cha rg ing  h im  w ith  m isa p p ro p ria tin g  $55,000 fro m  
the huge bank he once con tro lled . "H e  has taken  
no th in g  to  w h ich  he is n o t e n tit le d ,"  declared Young.

» *  »

"L e n t,"  says the M inneapo lis S ta r Jou rna l e d ito r i­
a lly , “ teaches m any th in gs  to  those who observe it ,  
and am ong the  m ost im p o rta n t, is self-denia l, the d is­
c ip line  o f oneself fo r  a 40-day period. I t  is  a beneficial 
fo rm  o f the rapy to  m ake ourselves, once in  awhile, 
do w ith o u t ’— to  refuse ourselves ce rta in  pleasures we 
have learned to  accept as ou r own. I t  overhauls ou r 
habits, pu ts backbone in  ou r character, proves we 
can say ‘no ’ to  ourselves and be obeyed.”  A re n 't  the 
re lie fe rs  and o the r unem ployed the lu ck ie s t persons 
ever! They have L e n t a ll the tim e.

How M ay  Day Began
(C ontinued fro m  Page 7) 

m ost g ig a n tic  dem onstra tions of 
in te rn a tio n a l w o rk in g  class so lid­
a r i ty  the  w o rld  has ever seen. In  
m ost in d u s tr ia l centers in  E u r­
ope and the U n ited  States, the 
w o rke rs  poured in to  the streets, 
ready fo r  the inev itab le  f ig h t w ith  
the police. M ay D ay was born  as 
an in te rn a tio n a l ho liday w ith  the 
blood o f m any w o rke rs  to  baptize 
it .

T h rough  the next decades M ay 
D ay became a day o f dread fo r  
a ll o f the governm ents and th e ir  
police. E ve ry  yea r the dem onstra­
tions g re w  la rg e r than  the year 
before, m ore p o lit ic a l in  charac­
ter.

The Gompers reg im e in  the 
A F L  d id  its  best to  s tifle  the 
s p ir it  o f the w orkers, and th e ir

lo y a lty  to  th e ir  ho liday. The A F L  
top leadership d id  e ve ry th in g  in 1 
th e ir  power to  d iv e rt the celebra-1 
tio n  o f . M ay D ay on M ay 1 to 
M a y  S u n d a y .  They tr ie d  to 
change the cha rac te r o f the day 
fro m  one o f s tr ik e s  and street 
f ig h ts  w ith  the police to  picnics, 
parades, tournam ents, and pag­
eants. B u t the w o rke rs  wanted 
M ay D ay to  rem ain w h a t i t  was — 
a mass dem onstra tion  fo r  p o lit ic ­
al, social, and economic s o lid a rity  
between the w o rke rs  o f the 
w orld , and th a t is w h a t i t  re ­
m ained. F in a lly , the A F L  leaders 
tr ie d  to  s h ift  a lto g e th e r to  "L a ­
bor D ay,”  in  September.

In  1915 the social dem ocra tic 
leadership o f the European w o rk ­
in g  class succeeded In a v e rtin g  a 
M ay D ay s tr ike . They pledged 
th e ir  governm ents th a t  the w o rk ­

ers w ou ld  rem a in  a t w o rk  fo r  
the defense o f “ th e ir ”  countries. 
N o t so in  the U n ited  States.

In  1917, w ith  the U n ited  States 
a lready in  the w o rld  w a r, the 
w o rke rs  and re vo lu tio n a ry  ele­
m ents w ith in  the Socia lis t P a rty  
w en t in to  the streets to  p ro test 
aga ins t the w ar. A  huge parade 
in  C leveland was set upon by the 
police. One m an was k ille d  and 
another wounded.

M ay D ay is the W orke rs  Day. 
I t  has never been legalized, and 
i t  w i l l  never be, by  the  bosses. I t  
is the one day on w h ich, above 
a ll, the w o rke rs  dem onstra te th e ir  
class-consciousness, th e ir  rea liza ­
tio n  th a t they have on ly  one road 
tc  freedom — and th a t is s trugg le  
to  the death aga inst the bosses 
o f the w o rld  and the economic 
system  under w h ich  the y  rule.

(Continued from Page 2)
gan to  m ake th in g s  ho t fo r  the 
Republican bosses w ith  one 
round a f te r  ano the r o f demon­
stra tions , mass m eetings and 
o the r pressure actions. The sales 
ta x  was repealed.

In  1939 the c ity-ow ned gas 
w o rks  was p u t in  hock to  the 
tune o f $42,000,000 and the cris is  
was staved o ff fo r  a tim e. B u t 
n o t before Cooke had s tu ck  his 
hand in to  th jg .a o f t  pie and ex­
trac ted  fo r  h im se lf $100,000 in 
com m ission fo r  h im se lf fo r  the 
deal. “ T h a t man w i l l  get. ahead” , 
they say in, .th is 'to w n , “ because 
he,.-nevfer steals a n y th in g  under 
five  figu res.”

Now They T ry This
S til l they  had to  find  m ore 

taxes by  the  tim e  1939 came to  
a close. T a x in g  p ro p e rty  and rea l 
estate in  the h ighe r brackets was 
ru led ou t— th is  w ou ld  h it  the peo­
ple who had p len ty  o f money, 
and th a t w ou ld  never do! Sud­
den ly they h it  on a g rand  idea: 
the wage tax. Here was a  propo­
s itio n  th a t d iscrim ina ted  against 
no one —  trea te d  r ic h  and poor 
a like . The m an th a t made ten 
m illio n  and the  W P A  w o rke r, the 
b illio n a ire  and the re lie f slave— 
a ll o f  them  had to  pay the same 
percentage. The p rin c ip le  of 
eq u a lity— no less!

The next job  was to  p u t over 
the l lA %  ta x  pa in less ly  w ith o u t 
fuss o r com m otion. A  “ C itizen ’s 
com m ittee”  was form ed w ith  
Gates, m em ber o f the Board o f 
D ire c to rs  o f the Penna. R .R. as 
its  cha irm an. R epresentatives o f 
labo r unions were in v ited  to  p a r­
tic ip a te . The com m ittee  “ inves­
t ig a te d ”  and " inves tig a ted ”  un­
t i l  the day came to  balance the 
budget. I t  conven ien tly  had no 
o th e r idea than the wage tax. 
W hereupon the C ity  Council 
passed the ta x  by a  17-3 vote 
w ith  no discussion w hatever. U n ­
lik e  o th e r taxes, th is  one has no 
tim e  s tipu la tion . I t  m us t stand 
u n t il repealed.

Labo r C aught Asleep
The la bo r m ovem ent, the  trade 

unions had been caught sleeping 
a t the sw itch . No dem onstrations, 
no actions, no p icke t lines as 
there  had been a t the tim e  o f the 
sales tax . They ju s t tr ie d  to  ge t 
a few  pe tition s  signed and th a t 
was a ll. The C ity  Council ju s t ig ­
nored the w o rkers  and w en t on to 
d ig  deeper in the  p o rk  barre l.

The wage ta x  s t i l l  hangs 
arouund the necks o f the w o rk ­
ers lik e  a m ills tone . N o th in g  is 
be ing done about i t  despite re ­
po rts  o f c iv ic  groups u rg in g  
economies upw ards o f $3,000,000 
to  sub s titu te  fo r  the wage tax.

A nd  th a t ’s ju s t  the p o in t! N o­
body has forced the C ity  Council 
to  do an y th in g . Labo r leaders 
have done no th ing. The w o rke rs  
have suffered in  silence.

The wage ta x  has been w r in g ­
in g  the w o rk in g  popu la tion  d ry

fo r  fo u r m onths. I t ’s tim e  to ca ll 
a h a lt. The S oc ia lis t W orke rs  
P a rty  ca lls upon a ll unions and 
w o rke rs ’ o rgan iza tions to  o rgan ­
ize a mass m ovem ent th a t  w i l l  
th ro w  the wage ta x  in  the ash- 
can and along w ith  i t  the C ity ’s 
S tep fa thers  who made i t  law .

A  "repeal the W age T a x ”  
m ovem ent can sweep the c ity  by 
s torm . E ve ry  union, every w o rk ­
ers’ neighborhood, every place 
where poor people live  and w o rk  
can be organized fo r  the  a n t i­
wage ta x  movem ent.

Can i t  be done?
I t  was done w ith  the sales ta x !
I t  can be done w ith  the wage 

ta x !
The S oc ia lis t W orke rs  P a rty , 

P h ilade lph ia  local, ca lls upon the 
w o rke rs  o f th is  c ity  to  set a foo t 
the p icke t lines, mass dem onstra­
tions and mass actions th a t w i l l  
fin ish  the wage ta x  ju s t  as i t  
once fin ished the sales tax.

GREETINGS ARRIVE FROM THE 
FRENCH SECTION OF 4th IN T L

Greetings:
T H E  C O M M IT T E E S  O F  T H E  F O U R T H  IN T E R N A T IO N A L  

(F rench  section o f the  F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l) address th e ir  f r a ­
te rn a l g ree tings  to  the  w o rke rs  o f a ll countries  who a re  s tru g ­
g lin g  to  tra n s fo rm  the im p e ria lis t w a r in to  a c iv i l w ar.

W e sa lu te ou r b ro the rs  o f the  F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l every­
where— in  th e  F rench  Colonies, the B r it is h  Colonies, and P A R ­
T IC U L A R L Y  O U R  B R O TH E R S , T H E  F O U R T H  IN T E R N A ­
T IO N A L IS T S  O F  G E R M A N Y , O F  B O H E M IA , O F  P O L A N D  
A N D  O F  T H E  U.S.S.R.

W e greet especially w a rm ly  Leon T ro ts k y , in  whose person 
S ta lin , H it le r  and D a lad ie r ha te the  liv in g  sym bol o f th e  rev­
o lu tio n  in  progress!

W e ca ll upon the com rades in  A m erica  and in  a ll sections In 
those coun tries  w h ich  have n o t y e t entered the w ar, to  come to  
the  suppo rt o f the  revo lu tio n is ts  o f the  b e llige ren t countries to  
render them  the aid  w h ich  they sorely need.

We rea ffirm  our pro found fa ith , m ore than  ever, In  the  p ro ­
le ta ria n  revo lu tion  w h ich  w i l l  soon sweep fro m  the  w o rld  th a t 
ro tte n  ca p ita lism  w h ich  is lead ing the  w o rke rs  to  s laugh te r. W e 
ca ll upon a ll the  sections o f the  F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l to  close 
th e ir  ranks  m ore closely than  ever and to  prepare fo r  the  rev­
o lu tio n a ry  b a ttle !
Paris , F rance  C E N T R A L  C O M M IT T E E ,

C O M M IT T E E S  O F  T H E  
F O U R T H  IN T E R N A T IO N A L

Why We Publish "Fourth International”
(R E P R IN TE D  FROM “FO U RTH  IN TE R N A TIO N A L”)

This is the first issue, Volume I, No. i ,  of Fourth International, 
the new monthly theoretical organ of the Socialist Workers 
Party. Fourth International w ill defend the program, ideas and 
tradition which The New International can no longer represent. 
iWe owe our readers an explanation fo r changing the name of our 
official magazine.

The New International was the official theoretical organ of the 
Socialist Workers Party, American section of the Fourth Inter­
national. The magazine had been in existence since 1934 and was 
published regularly with the exception of the period when the 
Fourth Internationalists of this country held membership in the 
Socialist Party. A t all times The New International was the 
property of our organization. I t  voiced in its columns the official 
position of the Trotskyist movement, as a section of the Interna­
tional Communist League and later as a section o f the Fourth, 
International. The policies of the magazine were determined by 
our National Committee. The editors and business staff of the 
magazine wiere appointed by and subject to the decisions of the 
Party. The New International was financed by the nickels and 
dimes and dollars of the worker members of the party and its 
sympathizers. Its deficits were paid by the party. The New Inter­
national was an integral part of the international Trotskyist move­
ment and its American section, the Socialist Workers Party.

By a breach o f trust, morally and legally equivalent to a mis­
appropriation of funds by a financial officer o f a workers’ organ­
ization, Burnham, Shachtman and Abern, who held posts on The 
New International by party appointment, and who were trustees 
fo r the party in The New International Publishing Company, 
have usurped the name of the magazine and attempted to appro­
priate its mailing rights as their personal property.

These turncoats, defeated in the party convention after a free 
and democratic discussion in the party, have sought to revenge 
themselves on the proletarian majority of the party by stealing 
the name and the mailing rights of the magazine entrusted to

their management, and attempting to cash in on its tradition. An 
issue of The New International has appeared under the auspices of 
these ex-Trotskyists. A  casual reading of the forged copy is 
sufficient to convince any reader that it is not The Nerv In ter­
national they have known, but a miserable counterfeit.

The old New Internatioiwl defended (the program of the Fourth 
International; it was the chief medium fo r the publication of the 
theoretical contributions of Comrade Trotsky, and was honored 
throughout the world as the theoretical protagonist of the M arx­
ism of our time, i.e., “ Trotskyism.”  The counterfeit New In ter­
national, stolen in sneak-thief fashion from the party that owned 
it and paid for it, and published behind its back in the dark of 
night, has nothing in common with the traditions of its name and 
its past association.

Those who know the revolutionary traditions established by the 
magazine, those who appreciate its great work in the ideas of 

«Marxism throughout the world cannot fa il to be revolted by the 
publication o f The New International under revisionist and anti- 
Trotsky ist auspices. This feeling o f revulsion must have been 
augmented by the appearance from the pen of Burnham under 
the heading ‘‘Archives of the Revolution,”  of a foul attack on the 
Marxist doctrine and method and on the author of most of the 
rich material in Marxist theory which in the past appeared under 
this heading.

There, is no doubt that by every political and moral right The 
New International belongs to the Socialist Workers Party as rep­
resented by its convention majority. There is likewise no doubt, 
competent attorneys have assured us, that all legal rights to the 
magazine, its name, its subscription lists and its second class 
mailing rights belong entirely to the Socialist Workers Party, and 
that Burnham, Abern and Shachtman would stand in any litiga­
tion as betrayers of financial trust and common thieves. No class­
conscious worker would censure us fo r taking legal action to pro­
tect our rights in this case. Obviously, we are dealing here, not 
with an ideological dispute but a case of petty-larceny. Neverthe-

A Statement by the National Committee 
of the Socialist Workers Party

less, we have decided to forego any legal action. We are washing 
our hands of The New International and launching a new maga­
zine, Fourth InternatioM l, for the following reasons:
1. I t  is not worthwhile for us to spend time and effort in legal 

struggles over property rights which could only divert energies 
and resources from more serious and important activity.

2. We do not want our irreconcilable political struggle against the 
turncoats to be obscured or confused by squabbles over a 
magazine’s name and property rights. Our aim is, in every 
respect, to distinguish ourselves from the ex-Trotskyists, and 
to eliminate every possible point of identification with them.

3. The once-glorious name of The New International has been 
irretrievably sullied by its appearance fo r one issue under the 
auspices of these betrayers of its tradition. The program of the 
Fourth International, the great theoretical contributions of 
comrade Trotsky, the Marxist message of our party, cannot 
appear under its dirtied name. We want no deception/ no con­
fusion, no m ixing of banners. We need a clean banner which 
w ill tru ly express what we stand for and at the same time 
sharply distinguish us from the prostituted New International, 
They stole it. They have already identified its name with their 
own treachery. Let them keep it, and let the whole world know 
it is henceforth their magazine, not ours.

Our magazine is Fourth International 1
I t  alone is the theoretical organ of the Socialist Workers Party 

and of the Fourth International!
Fourth International w ill fill out all the unexpired subscriptions 

of The Nexv International. The subscribers of The New Interna­
tional are entitled to get what they paid for—a theoretical organ 
of Bolshevism. |We feel politically and morally responsible to give 
it to them by sending this magazine for the fu ll time of the 
unexpired subscriptions.

We appeal to all readers who sympathize with the principles we 
stand fo r to help us maintain this magazine by subscriptions and 
contributions.

The Unions Must 
Lead the Youth 
Or Fascists W ill

B y  LO U  COOPER
In  a recent po ll in  San Francisco, unem ployed you th  

were asked w h a t they considered to  be the cauee o f 
th e ir  unem ploym ent. A  s u rp ris in g ly  la rge  g roup  an­
swered th a t they  considered the trades unions to  be 
the cause o f th e ir  unem ploym ent. Is  th is  the  a ttitu d e  
o f m any unem ployed you th  th ro u g h o u t the na tion?

E ve ry  labo r m an should be v ita l ly  in te rested  in  the 
answer. W h y  ? Because the lesson o f G erm any, in 
p a rtic u la r, is th a t the unem ployed you th , locked ou t 
by cap ita lism  are the  easiest v ic tim s  o f fasc is t dem­
agogy and propaganda. T h is  fasc is t propaganda d i­
rects its  ly in g  a tta c k  n o t agam st the rea l cause o f 
unem ploym ent, c a p ita lis t chaos caused by p r iva te  
ow nersh ip o f the means o f p roduc tion— b u t aga ins t 
the  labo r unions. The fasc is ts  say, the trades unions 
w i 'n  th e ir  closed shops and se n io r ity  r ig h ts  have 
locked you unem ployed y o u th  o u t o f in du s try . Trades 
unions are a racke t, the y  shout.

The end resu lt o f th is  ly in g  a tta c k  in  G erm any was 
th a t H it le r  b u ilt  up an a rm y  o f young unemployed 
w ho hated the trade  unions w ith  a ll the  fierceness o f 
th e ir  untam ed em otions and who ru th less ly  took the 
lead in  the m erciless crush ing  o f the trade  unions 
when H it le r  came to  power. The trade un ion is ts  in  
G erm any learned too la te  th a t  i t  was the e lem entary 
d u ty  o f every lib e rty - lo v in g  labo r m an to  com bat the 
v ic ious lies o f the fascists.

How Youth Can Fight for Jobs
W h a t’s the f ir s t  th in g  we should a tte m p t to  have 

unem ployed y o u th  understand? C ap ita lism , in  its  
present period o f s tagna tion  and decay, provides too 
few  num ber o f jobs fo r  labor, and th a t ’s where the 
fa u lt  lies! Unem ployed you th  m us t understand th a t 
i t ’s the greed and p ro fits  o f the S ix ty  F am ilies  th a t ’s 
responsible fo r  th e ir  locked-out condition. The wheels 
o f in d u s try  are no t ro llin g  because under p r iva te  
ow nersh ip in d u s try  m us t w o rk  a t a p ro fit  o r else i t  
ro ts  and men starve.

H ow  can unem ployed you th  a llev ia te  th is  condi­
t ion ?  B y  a tte m p tin g  to  f ig h t the  trade  unions th a t 
are a tte m p tin g  to  m a in ta in  the present num ber o f jobs 
fo r  labo r and g e t some secu rity  fo r  the men on the 
jobs? A bso lu te ly  no! The unions are n o t responsible 
fo r  the existence o f the  huge a rm y  o f unemployed. 
Unem ployed you th  m us t d ire c t a ll th e ir  f ire  aga inst 
the owners o f in d u s try , the  S ix ty  F am ilies , and th e ir  
governm ent in  W ashington.

Open the id le  fac to rie s  o f the na tion  and g ive us 
jobs! T h a t's  the slogan around w h ich  the unemployed 
you th  should ra lly . A nd  once the y  w a n t to  p u t tee th 
in to  th a t s logan the y ’l l  rea lize th a t o n ly  un ion con­
tro l o f new ly-opened fac to rie s  could insure  a decent 
s tandard  o f liv in g  and secu rity  on the  job.

F u rthe rm o re , im m ed ia te ly , unem ployed you th  m ust 
dem and th a t the  S ix ty  Fam ilies  provide Three B illio n  
D o lla rs  f o r  jobs fo r  a ll you th . The a tta c k  m ust be 
centered on those w ho have locked you th  o u t and 
can a ffo rd  to  pay.

Unions Must Accept Responsibility
W ho w i l l  present th is  p ro g ra m  to the unem ployed 

y o u th ?  O bviously  no t the S ix ty  F am ilies  no r th e ir  
stooge Roosevelt who keeps on c u tt in g  appropria tions 
and hasn’t  even th o u g h t o f p u tt in g  the  id le  fac to ries  
to  w o rk . There is on ly  one fo rce  in  the  land today 
th a t can and m us t present th is  p rog ram  to  the unem ­
ployed you th  and th e ir  unem ployed organ iza tions. The 
g ia n t fo rce  o f organized labo r m us t ra l ly  the unem ­
ployed y o u th  in to  a solid f ro n t  w ith  labo r aga inst 
the S ix ty  F am ilies !

W h y  m ust la b o r do so, aside fro m  honest hum an i­
ta r ia n  reasons ? Because jobs fo r  the unem ployed are 
the best guarantee t f ta t  y o u r jo b  w i l l  be secure fro m  
an a rm y  o f desperate m en who in  th e ir  desperation 
w il l  be ready to  accept crum bs and u n he s itan tly  
b reak dow n a ll l iv in g  standards b u ilt  up  by the un­
ions. F u rth e r, and w h a t is possib ly m ore im p o rta n t, 
because these unem ployed yo u th  m ig h t be the  easy 
v ic tim s  o f a fasc is t leadership bent on ’ des troy ing  the 
trade  unions.

Unions m ust fu r th e r  so lidarize themselves w ith  the 
unem ployed you th  o f the na tion  w ith  the  understand­
in g  th a t on ly  th ro u g h  jo in t  a g ita tio n  and s tru g g le  w i l l  
the  unem ployed learn  to  respect the trade  unions as 
a necessary b u lw a rk  o f decent l iv in g  standards fo r  
a ll w o rkers , em ployed and unemployed. U nem ployed 
you th  w il l  on ly  accept the  closed shop and se n io rity  
r ig h ts  (bo th  obv ious ly  v ita l and e lem entary needs to  
men who have jobs) as necessary needs fo r  m en on 
the job, when they  fee l th a t the  men w ho have jobs 
are also concerned w ith  those w ho are less fo rtun a te .

The p lig h t and needs o f unem ployed y o u th  m ust 
become the concern o f the organized trade  union 
movem ent. O rganized L a b o r m us t extend a com rade ly 
hand to  the unem ployed you th  o f the na tion  i f  i t  
w a n ts  to  save its e lf  fro m  fascism .

M O R A L IT Y  P LU S
“ I  have no desire to en te r in to  any con troversy 

w ith  M r. B e rtran d  Russell,”  said Supreme C ourt Jus­
tice  John E- McGeehan, w ho s c o rn fu lly  refused to  
"m a tc h  his p r iv a te  l i fe ”  w ith  th a t  o f the  B r it is h  p h il­
osopher and m athem atic ian , whose appo in tm en t to  
a c h a ir o f ph ilosophy a t C ity  College o f N ew  Y o rk  
he rescinded because o f Russell's v iew s on m orals. 
A t  the same tim e, Justice McGeehand refused to  re ­
open the case to  g ive Russell an o p p o rtu n ity  to  come 
to  N ew  Y o rk  to  s ta te  his side o f the case.

*  *  *

On M aundy Thursday, a t  the conclusion o f the Sis-
tin e  chapel mass, Pope P ius h im se lf took  the c ry s ta l 
chalice con ta in ing  the sacram ent and bore i t  in  a 
b r i l l ia n t  procession to  the  P au line chapel a lta r. W h ich  
proves th a t even popes w o rk  and the reby earn th e ir  
liv in g .

*  *  *

In  London there  is a  p ro m ine n t m an o f le tte rs  wh< 
was asked w h y  he w asn’t  a t  the  f r o n t  saving c iv i l­
iza tion . “ I ” , quo th  he, “ am p a r t  o f the  c iv iliz a tio n  
the y  are t r y in g  to  save.”

M A Y  D A Y  M A S S  M E E T I N G !
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