
Quotas Set fo r Two-A-Week Appeal Drive—Let’s Get Going
B y  JA M E S  P. C A N N O N

O ur cam paign to  restore the S oc ia lis t Appea l to  tw ice-a-w eek 
pub lica tion  is the re su lt o f a spontaneous decision o f the  delegates 
a t o u r recent p a r ty  convention. The p ro le ta r ia n  op tim ism  o f the 
delegates found expression in  the  demand th a t the p a rty  take  a 
determ ined step fo rw a rd  a t a ll costs. I t  was the unanim ous sen ti­
m ent o f the  delegates th a t  th is  fo rw a rd  step could be expressed 
best o f a ll by re -estab lish ing  the  tw ice-a-w eek Appeal.

The re tre a t to  the  w e ek ly  A ppea l a fte r  ten  m onths’ pub lica ­
tion  o f the tw ice -w ee k ly  was a  heavy blow. I t  was p a r t  o f the 
price  ou r m ovem ent had to  pay fo r  the fa c tio n  s trugg le  aga inst 
the pe tty -bourgeo is  opposition . The v ic to riou s  conclusion o f th is  
s tru g g le  created the  conditions fo r  a bold decision to  rega in  the 
lo s t ground by again re tu rn in g  to  the tw ice-a-w eek pu b lica tio n  
o f the Appeal.

N o t w h a t is "possib le,”  b u t w h a t is necessary— th a t is the 
fig h tin g  m o tto  o f the w orke r-B o lshev iks . T h e ir decision in  th is  
case was d ic ta ted  by  necessity. The U n ited  S tates d r if ts  a t an ac­
celerated pace tow ards e n try  in to  the European w a r. The events 
in  N o rw ay  have g iven a  trem endous im petus to the cam paign o f 
the im p e ria lis t w a r-m ongers  and th e ir  agents in  the la bo r m ove­
m ent. The tim e  fo r  a re v o lu tio n a ry  counter cam paign— the tim e  
in  w h ich  we can speak fre e ly  and openly and o u t loud aga inst the 
w a r p repa ra tions— grow s sho rte r every day. W e m ust u tiliz e  
th is  tim e  to  the best advantage.

W e m ust s tra in  a ll resources and energies to  m ake o u r voice 
heard as fre q u e n tly  as possible. W e m us t broadcast ou r message 
tw ice  as o ften  as before. T h a t means, f ir s t  o f a ll, th a t we m us t 
pub lish  our f ig h t in g  paper tw ice  a week. The delegates a t the 
convention demanded it .  They pledged in  the  name o f th e ir  
branches the necessary funds to  m ake i t  possible w ith in  a s ix ty  
day period.

W e believe in  the seriousness and de te rm in a tion  o f the dele­
gates who made th is  decision. W e believe in  th e ir  a b il i ty  to  in ­
spire th e ir  branches w ith  the necessary enthusiasm  to  m ake good 
the quotas pledged in  th e ir  name. T h a t is w h y  we launched the 
cam paign on M ay  1st w ith  fu l l  confidence th a t by  July. 1st our 
tw ice-a-w eek A ppea l w i l l  aga in  be a g lorious re a lity .

F ig h t  the  w ar-m ongers w ith  the  tw ice-a-w eek A ppea l!
B u ild  the  p a r ty  w ith  th e  tw ice-a-w eek A ppea l!

B y  the end o f the f irs t  week o f the cam paign $618 has been 
tu rne d  in  to  the  fu n d  to  restore  the  Tw o-a-W eek Appeal.

T h is  means th a t a lm os t f ifte e n  percent o f the pledges made a t 
the convention have a lready been redeemed. A nd  the branches are 
s p u rr in g  th e ir  e ffo rts  to  go over the  to p  in  record tim e.

F ir s t  honors o f the  cam paign go to  U psta te  N e w  Y o rk  
w here com rade J.W . beat the  res t o f the  c o u n try  a ll ho llow  in  
fu lf i l l in g  the  pledge.

St. P au l and F l in t  are the  ne x t tw o  runners-up. They have 
on ly  50 percent to  go. B o th  branches assure us th a t i t  w on’t  
be long  now. N e x t in  line  a re  the  steel w o rke rs  o f E a s t C h i­
cago, and the Boston and New  Y o rk  C ity  branches.

The am ounts lis te d  in  the scoreboard below are n o t quotas 
set by the  N a tio n a l Office. They are the v o lu n ta ry  pledges made 
by the various delegations a t  the convention.

Each branch is a t l ib e r ty  to  increase its  pledge as i t  sees f i t  
and finds possible o f rea liza tion . N ew  Y o rk  C ity  o ffic ia lly  in ­
creased its  pledge by $400 ove r th a t  made a t the convention, 
thu s  ra is in g  its  quota  to  $1300. O the r branches should do the 
same i f  the y  consider i t  feasib le and in fo rm  the office here o f 
any changes made, so the y  can be lis te d  in  the scoreboard.

Some branches have n o t y e t been heard fro m , whose delegates 
were n o t in  a  pos ition  a t  the  convention to  re p o rt any de fin ite  
pledges before consu lta tion  w ith  the  comrades back home, 
pete w ith  the branches, b u t i t  is  expected they  w i l l  do th e ir  p a r t  
in  p u tt in g  th is  cam paign over the  top.

L is ts  o f prizes to  be aw arded to  qu ick  p ledge-fille rs  and those 
w ho go over the 100 percent m a rk  w i l l  be published in  the ne x t 
issue o f the Appeal.

N e x t w eek w e’l l  p r in t  a the rm om ete r. W ith  th e  good s ta r t  
a lready made, the old  m e rcu ry  o u g h t to  rise in  reco rd  tim e !

S C 0  R

<oCOLU R D
Branch Pledged Paid %

U psta te  N ew  Y o r k ........... .$ 50.00 $ 50.00 100
Chicago ............................... . 100.00 50.00 50
F lin t  ..................................... . 100.00 50.00 50
St. P a u l.......................... -  . . . 200.00 83.00 41
E a s t C h icago...................... 25.00 10.00 40
Boston ................................. . 170.00 65.00 38
N ew  Y o rk  C ity .................. . 1300.00 280.00 22
N a tio n a l O ffice .................. . 550.00 30.00 6
M a ritim e  W o rk e rs ........... . 780.00 0.00 0
M inneapo lis  , .................... . 300.00 0.00 0
N e w ark  ............................... . 100.00 0.00 0
Los A nge les ........................ . 100.00 0.00 0
San F ra n c isco .................... . 100.00 0.00 0
D e tro it  ................................. 75.00 0.00 0
N ew  H a v e n ........................ 55.00 0.00 0
L yn n  ................................... 50.00 0.00 0
Toledo ................................. 40.00 0.00 0
P h ilade lph ia  ...................... 25.00 0.00 0
O m aha ................................. 25.00 0.00 0
Seattle ................................. 15.00 0.00 0
P o rtla nd  ............................. 10.00 0.00 0
O akland ............................... 10.00 0.00 0
A k ro n  ................................. 10.00 0.00 0
T o t a l ..................................... . $4190.00 618.00 14.
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SAILORS WIN GREAT VICTORY: 
OWNERS YIELD $10 INCREASES
Pace Toward U. S. W ar E ntry  
Speeded Up As the A llies Falter

Firm Strike Vote  
Forces Concessions

AKRON STRIKE 
WOMEN PICKETS 
PLAY BIG PART

Rubber Strike Called 
To Prevent Imposing 
Of Longer Hours

A K R O N , A p r i l 26— 800 p icke ts  
massed in  f ro n t  o f the General 
T ire  &  Rubber Com pany gate 
M onday m orn ing , A p r i l  22, in  ac­
cordance w ith  a  decision they  
made the  n ig h t before a t th e ir  
mass m ee ting  to  s top a  reported 
“ back to  w o rk  m ovem ent."

A lth o u g h  the m orn ing  s h if t  is 
scheduled to  go on a t  6:00 a.m., 
m ore tha n  100 p icke ts  were a l­
ready on hand b y  4:30 a.m. B y  
8:30 a-m. C h ie f o f Police Roy 
W illiam s , no torious fo r  h is b ru ta l 
m ethods in  the  rubber s tr ik e s  o f 
1938, had on hand, in  response to  
M a yo r Schroy’s ca ll, 75 police 
arm ed w ith  tea r gas, r io t  guns 
and clubs.

U p the s tree t s tr ik e rs  were 
s topp ing  autom obiles o f scabs 
th a t were a tte m p tin g  entrance in ­
to the  p lan t, b u t the police, in ­
t im id a tin g  the s tr ik e rs  w ith  a 
show o f arm s, m ounted the ru n ­
n ing  boards and escorted the 
scabs th ro u g h  the p icke t line.

A  cha in p icke t line  to  b lock o ff 
the entrance to  scabs was a t­
tem pted by the s tr ike rs , b u t was 
dispersed by  the  police who 
cleared the s tree t and the p la n t 
entrance and forced the p icke ts  to 
s tay  behind the curb.

W omen P icke ts  A c tive
F r id a y  m orn in g  saw a g re a tly  

(C ontinued on Page 2)

The Nazi victories in Norway are pouring fuel on the 
fires already lit  by the war-makers in this country.

Raymond Clapper, “ isolationist”  columnist for the 
Scripps-Howard papers, reported on A pril 30: “ Under­
neath the surface o f public discussion, Washington is deep­
ly troubled. The reason is that serious doubt exists as to 
whether the Allies can win the war. Not much is being said 
publicly, but anxious thought is being given to the future 
. . . which is bearing down w ith the ominous darkness o f a 
tw ilight storm. . . . Norway has had a profound effect.”

What this means in plainer language is that the Washing­
ton government is hastening the job o f paving the way to 
swing the country into the war on the pretext that it is “ our 
duty to save civilization”  by preventing a Nazi victory.

The Roosevelt administration has already put more than 
half this country’s foot into the conflict by okaying the bil- 
lion-dollar airplane and munitions deal which w ill turn this 
country into a giant supply base fo r the Allies.

The effect o f this gigantic .deal and others that are sure 
to follow is to tie American industry to the Allied war ma­
chine. From this point on it  is easy to predict the next 
steps in the path worn so well in 1916-1917. From cash to 
credit, from economic-financial support, to direct material 
and m ilitary support.

Having already covered a good deal o f the necessary 
ground in linking American industry and finance to the 
war, the Administration is starting out to win the farmers 
o f the Middle West w ith the bait o f profits. “ There is a 
definite move afoot,”  reported the W all Street Journal on 
A pril 16, “ to arrange indirect credits fo r the purchase of 
American agricultural products by the British and French.”

These are the moves that are gearing American economy 
fo r war. These are the first giant steps by which the bosses 
w ill try  to herd us once more to the slaughter.

But we know what kind of “ civilization”  was saved the 
last time. We know what kind o f “ culture”  was preserved 
by that last bloody boss war which took twenty million lives 
only to bring us around after 25 years to the edge o f the 
same abyss.

The workers o f this country want no part o f these 
sugary lies. They fell for them once. They must not, w ill 
not, fall for them again.

Stop-Work Meetings Held on West Coast; 
Owners Cough Up Small Slice of 
Wartime Shipping Profits

SAN FRANCISCO , A pril 26— The Sailors Union o f 
the Pacific won one o f its greatest victories today when, at 
11:30 a.m., the Pacific-American Shipowners Association 
capitulated to the SUP -wage demands fo r a flat $10 increase 
to all ratings and a 10 cents an hour increase on overtime pay.

Yesterday stop-work meetings were held in every port on 
the Pacific, when the SUP members were called off the ships 
to consider the counter-proposals o f the shipowners, who in 
the face o f a decision by the SUP to take a referendum strike
vote, had offered a $7.50 in-f  —-------
crease. Attended by well over

G.M. PARLEYS 
OPEN; HOURS 
ISSUE PRESSING

Men Are Determined 
To Realize 30-Hour 
Work Week

F L IN T , M ich., A p r i l  27— Nego­
tia tio n s  between General M o to rs  
C orpo ra tion  and the U A W -C IO  
began T hursday A p r i l  25. U n ion 
o ffic ia ls  announced th a t  the y  had 
set up a  schedule o f m eetings w ith  
th e  co rpo ra tion  representa tives in 
o rder to  nego tia te  revis ions in  the 
present con tra c t.

M eanw hile  ra n k  and file  m em ­
bers o f the  U A W -C IO  have shown 
an in c reas ing ly  m il i ta n t  s p ir it ,  
and are determ ined th a t th e ir  
g re a t v ic to ry  in  the N L R B  vote 
shall resu lt in  provis ions fo r  rea l 
se cu rity  o f em p loym ent and a 
much g re a te r share fo r  the au to  
w o rke rs  in  the huge p ro fits  o f 
GM.

O f f irs t  im portance to  the auto 
w o rkers  is the demand fo r  the 
30-hour week a t 40 hours pay. 
O n ly  th is  can begin to  insure the 
men aga inst techno log ica l unem ­
p loym en t and p u t back to  w o rk  
some o f the thousands a lready 
tossed on the  ash heap by the 
corpora tion .

F ir s t  g lim pse o f the  m ount­
in g  ra n k  and f ile  sen tim en t fo r  
the  30 hour week and 40 hour 
pay slogan, came th is  week 
when, in  a p la n t m eeting  in  
B u ick , a  m otion  was in tro d u ce d . 
and passed U N A N IM O U S L Y , 
“ in s tru c tin g  the  In te rn a tio n a l 

(Continued fro m  Page 2)

2800 members, the stop-work 
meetings voted practically un­
animously to reject the offer 
o f the shipowners.

Confronted by the firm  
stand o f the Sailors, it  took 
the shipowners less than 24 
hours to change their minds 
and concede the union’s de­
mands.

The union victory means 
that Ordinary Seamen are 
raised from their present scale 
of $57.50 to a scale o f $67.50
pe r m onth . A ble-B odied Seamen 
go fro m  the present scale o f 
$72.50 to  one o f $82.50 per m onth. 
Q uarte rm aste rs  and w atchm en go 
fro m  $82.50 to  $92.50, etc.

17*4 P er C ent Increase
F o r the  tw o  m a in  ra tin gs , th a t 

means a 17% per cent increase 
fo r  O rd in a ry  seamen and a 15 
per cent increase fo r  A b le  Bodied 
Seamen.

The issue o f a  wage raise fo r  
the  S ailo rs had dragged along 
since Sept. 30, w ith  the  bosses 
s ta ll in g  a t  every stage. A c tio n  
began on A p r i l  15 when the SUP 
w en t on record on a coastw ise 
scale to  in s tru c t its  o ffic ia ls  to

E A S T  CO AST and G U L F  
S E A M E N !

See E d ito r ia l,  ‘“ S U P  and N M U ”  
Page 4

conduct a s e c r e t  re ferendum  
s tr ik e  vote. The re ferendum  de­
cision was take n  by  p ra c tic a lly  
a unanim ous vote. E leven days 
la te r  the S ailo rs had th e ir  in ­
creases.

S ign ificance O f V ic to ry
H o w  resounding a  v ic to ry  th is  

is  fo r  th e  S ailo rs can o n ly  be 
appreciated i f  one understands 
the s itu a tio n  in  w h ich  the Sailors 
found themselves w hen the p re ­
vious co n tra c t exp ired on Sept. 
30, 1939. W ith  f re ig h t  rates go ing  
up on account o f the w a r and the 
shipowners co in in g  m oney, the 
seamen’s unions were in  a s tro n g  
pos ition  to  secure wage increases 
— i f  the  shipowners faced un ited  
action  o f the w a te r fro n t c ra fts .

Instead, however, the S ta lin is t 
leadership o f the W est Coast 
longshorem en came to  the rescue 
o f the shipowners. W ith o u t any 
consu lta tion  w ith  the  o th e r un­
ions, the B ridges m achine o f the 
longshorem en signed an inde fin ite  
extension o f th e ir  con tra c t, to  be 
fo llow ed b y  nego tia tions w ith  the 
shipowners, w ith  a clause re q u ir­
in g  s ix ty  days notice o f te rm in a - 

(C ontinued on Page 2)

Petty Bourgeois Moralists and the Proletarian Party .. By LEON TROTSKY
The discussion in  the  S oc ia lis t W orke rs  P a r ty  o f the U n ited  

S tates was tho rough  and dem ocratic. The p repara tions fo r  the 
Convention were ca rried  o u t w ith  absolute lo y a lty . The m in o r ity  
pa rtic ip a ted  in  the Convention, recogn iz ing  the reby its  le g a lity  
and au thorita tiveness. The m a jo r ity  offered the  m in o r ity  a l l the 
necessary guarantees p e rm itt in g  i t  to conduct a s tru g g le  fo r  its  
ow n views a fte r  the Convention. The m in o r ity  demanded a license 
to  appeal to  the  masses over the head o f the p a rty . The m a jo r ity  
n a tu ra lly  re jected th is  m onstrous pretension. M eanw hile, behind 
the back o f the p a r ty  the  m in o r ity  indu lged in  shady m ach ina­
tions and appropria ted  the N e w  In te rn a tio n a l w h ich  had been 
published th ro u g h  the e ffo rts  o f the  e n tire  p a r ty  and o f the  
F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l. I  should add th a t the m a jo r ity  had agreed 
to assign the m in o r ity  tw o  posts o u t o f the five  on the  e d ito r ia l 
board o f th is  theo re tica l organ. B u t how can an in te lle c tu a l “ a ris ­
toc ra cy ”  rem a in  the m in o r ity  in  a w o rke rs ’ p a r ty ?  To place a 
pro fessor on equal plane w ith  a  w o rk e r— a fte r  a ll, th a t ’s "bureau­
c ra tic  conserva tism ” !

In  his recent po lem ical a rtic le  aga ins t me, B urnham  expla ined 
th a t  socia lism  is a  “ m ora l idea l.”  T o  be sure, th is  is no t so ve ry  
new. A t  the opening o f the la s t cen tury , m o ra lity  served as the 
basis fo r  the “ T rue  G erm an S ocia lism ”  w h ich  M a rx  and Engels 
c ritic ize d  a t the ve ry  beg inn ing o f th e ir  a c t iv ity .  A t  the  begin­
n in g  o f ou r ce n tu iy , the  Russian Social R evo lu tionaries counter- 
posed the “ m o ra l idea l”  to  m a te r ia lis tic  socialism . Sad to  say, 
these bearers o f m o ra lity  tu rned  o u t to  be common sw ind lers in  
the fie ld  o f po litics . In  1917 the y  betrayed the  w o rke rs  com ple te ly 
in to  the  hands o f the  bourgeoisie and fo re ign  im peria lism .

Long  p o lit ic a l experience has ta u g h t me th a t  whenever a 
pe tty -bourgeo is  pro fessor o r  jo u rn a lis t begins ta lk in g  about h igh  
m ora l standards i t  is  necessary to  keep a f irm  hand on one’s 
pocketbook. I t  happened th is  tim e , too. In  the name o f a “ m ora l 
idea l”  a pe tty -bourgeo is  in te lle c tu a l has picked the  p ro le ta ria n  
p a r ty ’s pocket o f its  theo re tica l organ. Here you have a t in y  l iv ­
in g  exam ple o f the  o rg an iza tio na l m ethods o f these innovators, 
m ora lis ts , and cham pions o f dem ocracy.

W h a t is p a r ty  dem ocracy in  the eyes o f an “ educated”  p e tty -  
bourgeois? A  reg im e w h ich  pe rm its  h im  to  say and w r ite  w h a t­

ever he pleases. W h a t is “ bu reaucra tism ”  in  the eyes o f an 
“ educated”  pe tty -bourgeo is  ? A  reg im e in  w h ich  the p ro le ta rian  
m a jo r ity  enforces by dem ocra tic  m ethods its  decisions and d is­
cip line. W orkers , bear th is  f irm ly  in  m ind !

The pe tty -bourgeo is  m in o r ity  o f the S.W.P. s p lit  fro m  the 
p ro le ta ria n  m a jo r ity  on the basis o f a s trugg le  aga ins t revo lu­
tio n a ry  M arx ism . B urnham  procla im ed d ia lec tica l m a te ria lism  to  
be incom patib le  w ith  h is m oth-eaten “ science.”  S hachtm an p ro ­
cla im ed re v o lu tio n a ry  M a rx ism  to  be o f no m om ent fro m  the 
standpo in t o f “ p ra c tica l tasks.”  A be rn  hastened to  hook up his 
l i t t le  booth w ith  the a n ti-M a rx is t bloc. A nd  now these gentlem en 
label the m agazine the y  filched fro m  the p a r ty  an “ organ o f 
re v o lu tio n a ry  M a rx ism .”  W h a t is th is , i f  n o t ideo log ica l char­
la tan ism  ? L e t the readers demand o f these ed ito rs  th a t they  pub­
lish  the sole p ro g ra m m a tic  w o rk  o f the m in o r ity , nam ely, B u m - 
ham ’s a rtic le , “ Science and S ty le .”  I f  the  ed ito rs were no t p re ­
p a rin g  to  em ulate a peddler w ho m arke ts  ro tte n  merchandise 
under fan cy  labels, they w ou ld  themselves have fe lt  ob liged to 
publish th is  a rtic le . E verybody could then see fo r  h im se lf ju s t  
w h a t k in d  o f “ re vo lu tio n a ry  M a rx ism ”  is  invo lved here. B u t they 
w i l l  n o t dare do so. They are ashamed to  show th e ir  tru e  faces. 
B urnham  is sk illed  a t h id in g  his a ll too revea ling  a rtic le s  and 
reso lu tions in  his briefcase, w h ile  Shachtm an has m ad e .a  p ro ­
fession o f se rv ing  as an a tto rn e y  fo r  o th e r people’s v iew s th rou gh  
la ck  o f any v iews o f h is own.

The ve ry  f ir s t  “ p ro g ra m m a tic ”  a rtic les  o f the pu rlo ined organ 
a lready reveal com ple te ly  the lightm indedness and hollowness o f 
th is  new a n ti-M a rx is t g ro up ing  w h ich  appears under the labe l o f 
the  “ T h ird  Cam p.”  W h a t is  th is  an im a l?  There is the  cam p o f 
cap ita lism ; the re  is the  camp o f the p ro le ta r ia t. B u t is the re  per­
haps a “ th ird  cam p” — a pe tty-bourgeo is  san c tua ry?  In  the na­
tu re  o f  th ings, i t  is no th in g  else. B u t, as a lways, the p e tty -b o u r­
geois camouflages h is “ cam p”  w ith  the paper flow ers o f rhe to ric . 
L e t us lend o u r ears! H ere  is  one cam p: F rance and Eng land. 
T here ’s ano the r cam p: H it le r  and S ta lin . A nd , a  th ird .c a m p : 
B urnham , w ith  Shachtm an. The F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l tu rn s  o u t 
fo r  them  to  be in  H it le r ’s cam p (S ta lin  made th is  d iscovery long

ago). A nd  so, a new g re a t slogan: M uddlers and pac ifis ts  o f the 
w o rld , a ll ye su ffe rin g  fro m  the p in -p ricks  o f fa te , r a l ly  to  the 
“ th ird ”  cam p!

B u t the  whole troub le  is th a t  tw o  w a rr in g  camps do n o t a t 
a ll exhaust the bourgeois w o rld . W h a t abou t a ll the n e u tra l and 
sem i-neu tra l countries? W h a t about the U n ite d  S tates? W here 
should I ta ly  and Japan be assigned? The Scandinavian coun­
tr ie s?  In d ia ?  China? W e have in  m in d  n o t the  re vo lu tio n a ry  
In d ia n  o r Chinese w o rke rs  b u t ra th e r In d ia  and China as op­
pressed countries. The schoolboy schema o f the  th ree camps 
leaves ou t a t r i f l in g  d e ta il: the co lon ia l w o rld , the g re a te r po rtion  
o f m a n k in d !

In d ia  is p a r tic ip a tin g  in  the  im p e ria lis t w a r on the  side o f 
G reat B r ita in . Does th is  mean th a t  ou r a tt itu d e  tow a rd  In d ia —  
no t the In d ia n  B olsheviks b u t In d ia — is the same as tow a rd  G reat 
B r ita in ?  I f  the re  e x is t in  th is  w o rld , in  add ition  to  Shachtm an 
and B urnham , on ly  tw o  im p e ria lis t camps, then  where, p e rm it me 
to  ask, sha ll we p u t In d ia ?  A  M a rx is t w i l l  say th a t  despite 
In d ia ’s being an in te g ra l p a r t  o f the  B r it is h  em pire and In d ia ’s 
p a r tic ip a tin g  in  the im p e ria lis t w a r; despite the  perfid ious po licy  
o f G andhi and o th e r n a tio n a lis t leaders, ou r a tt itu d e  tow a rd  In d ia  
is  a lto ge th e r d iffe re n t fro m  o u r a tt itu d e  tow a rd  E ng land. W e de­
fend In d ia  aga inst E ng land. W h y  then  cannot o u r a tt itu d e  tow a rd  
the Soviet U n ion  be d iffe re n t fro m  o u r a tt itu d e  to w a rd  G erm any 
despite the  fa c t  th a t  S ta lin  is a llied  w ith  H it le r?  W h y  can’t  we 
defend the m ore progressive social fo rm s  w h ich  are capable o f 
developm ent aga ins t rea c tio n a ry  fo rm s  w h ich  are capable on ly  o f 
decom position? W e no t o n ly  can b u t we m us t! The theore tic ians 
o f the sto len m agazine replace class analysis w ith  a m echan istic 
construc tion  ve ry  c a p tiv a tin g  to  pe tty -bourgeo is  in te lle c tua ls  be­
cause o f its  pseudo-sym m etry. J u s t as the  S ta lin is ts  cam ouflage 
th e ir  subservience to  n a tion a l socia lism  (the  N azis) w ith  harsh 
ep ithe ts addressed to  the im p e ria lis t democracies, so S hachtm an 
and Co. cover up th e ir  c a p itu la tio n  to  A m erican  pe tty -bourgeo is  
pu b lic  op in ion w ith  the  pompous phraseology o f the  “ th ird  cam p." 
A s  i f  th is  “ th ird  cam p”  (w h a t is i t ?  a  p a r ty ?  a  c lub? A  League 
o f Abandoned Hopes? A  "People’s F ro n t” ?) is  free  fro m  the

ob lig a tio n  o f hav ing  a co rrec t p o licy  tow a rds  the  pe tty -bourgeo is- 
ie, the  trade  unions, In d ia  and the USSR!

O n ly  the o th e r day Shachtm an re fe rred  to  h im se lf in  the  
press as a ‘T ro ts k y is t. ’ I f  th is  be T ro ts k y is m  then I  a t least am  
no T ro ts k y is t.  W ith  the  present ideas o f Shachtm an, n o t to  m en­
tio n  B urnham , I  have n o th in g  in  common. I  used to  co llabora te  
a c tive ly  w ith  the N ew  In te rn a tio n a l, p ro te s tin g  in  le tte rs  aga inst 
S hachtm an’s fr ivo lo u s  a tt itu d e  tow a rd  th e o ry  and h is u n p rin ­
c ip led concessions to  B urnham , the  s t ru t t in g  pe tty -bourgeo is  
pedant. B u t a t the  tim e  bo th  B u rnham  and Shachtm an were kep t 
in  check by the p a r ty  and the In te rn a tio n a l. Today the  pressure 
o f pe tty -bourgeo is  dem ocracy has unbrid led  them . T ow ards th e ir  
new m agazine m y  a tt itu d e  can on ly  be the  same as to w a rd  a ll 
o th e r pe tty -bourgeo is  cou n te rfe its  o f  M arx ism . A s  fo r  th e ir  "o r ­
gan iza tion a l m ethods”  and p o lit ic a l “ m o ra lity ,”  these evoke in  
me n o th in g  b u t contem pt.

H ad conscious agents o f the  class enem y operated th rou gh  
Shachtm an, the y  could n o t have advised h im  to  do a n y th in g  
d iffe re n t fro m  w h a t he h im se lf has perpe tra ted. He un ited  w ith  
a n ti-M a rx is ts  to  wage a s tru g g le  aga ins t M arx ism . He helped 
fuse toge the r a  pe tty -bourgeo is  fa c tio n  aga ins t the w orkers. He 
re fra ine d  fro m  u t il iz in g  in te rn a l p a r ty  dem ocracy and fro m  m a k ­
in g  an honest e ffo r t to  convince the  p ro le ta r ia n  m a jo r ity . He en­
gineered a s p lit  under the  cond itions o f a  w o rld  w a r. To crow n 
i t  a ll, he th re w  over th is  s p lit  the  ve il o f a p e tty  and d ir ty  scan­
dal, w h ich  seems especia lly designed to  p rov ide o u r enemies w ith  
am m un ition . Such are these “ dem ocrats,”  such are th e ir  "m o ra ls ” !

B u t a l l th is  w i l l  prove o f no ava il. They are b a n k ru p t. Despite 
the  be tra ya ls  o f unstab le in te lle c tu a ls  and the  cheap gibes o f a ll 
th e ir  dem ocra tic  cousins, the  F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l' w i l l  m arch  fo r ­
w a rd  on its  road, c re a tin g  and educa ting  a  genuine selection o f 
p ro le ta r ia n  revo lu tio n is ts  capable o f unde rs tand ing  w h a t the  
p a r ty  is, w h a t lo y a lty  to  the banner means, and w h a t re vo lu tio n ­
a ry  d isc ip line  signifies.

Advanced w o rke rs ! N o t one cen t’s w o rth  o f confidence in  the 
" th ir d  f r o n t ”  o f the pe tty -bourgeo is ie !
A p r i l  23, 1940
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Supreme Court Dons New Face But Its 
Purpose is Still to Serve Capitalist Rule

W rite to us—tell us what’s going on in your part of the 
labor movement—what are the workers thinking about?—tell 
us what the bosses are up to—and the G-men and the local cops 
and the Stalinists—send us that story the capitalist press didn’t 
print and that story they buried or distorted—our pages are open 
to you. Letters must carry name and address, but indicate i f  you 
do not want your name printed.

Growing Danger of 
Acceptance of War

E d ito r:
A  g roup  o f the comrades were 

discussing the reaction  o f the 
w o rke rs  a t th e ir  places o f em­
p loym en t to  the la te s t incidents 
o f the G erm an -A llied  w a r. They 
a ll rem arked th a t the a lm ost u n i­
versa l reaction  was: " A f te r  Ger­
m any mops up on England, 
th e y ’l l  be over here nex t.”  T h is  
idea, w h ich  is on ly  a step fro m  
support o f an exped itionary  force, 
has to  be com batted. I  w r ite  to  
you concern ing it ,  since I  feel 
th a t the Appea l m ust g ive some 
answer to th is  idea. I t  is s trange 
how deeply embedded the idea is.

One th in g  th a t we a ll noticed, 
however, was th a t a lthough  the 
w o rkers  fu l ly  believe th is  idea, 
the y  are no t— a t least no t ye t—  
fo r  the w a r in  any sense o f the 
word. T h e ir a tt itu d e  is  th a t 
A m erica  m ay have to  go to  w a r 
to  p u t a stop to  a bad s itua tion . 
They are convinced th a t the la s t 
w a r was a fraud , b u t they th in k  
we are being draw n in to  th is  one 
by the actions o f H itle r .

In  rep ly  to  the question o f how 
i t  w ould be possible fo r  H it le r  to  
tra n sp o rt an a rm y  3,000 m iles,

A l ly  forces a t home, and chau­
v in is t p ro - im p e ria lis t SP’s o f the 
2nd In te rn a tio n a l abroad, the par 
ties whose offic ia ls  have entered 
the cabinets and popu lar fro n ts  
o f the w a r governm ents, speci­
f ic a lly  in  France, G reat B rita in , 
H o lland , New  Zealand, Scandina­
via , etc.;

6. The SP, dom inated by  cen­
t r is t  and socia l-dem ocratic  ele­
ments, w i l l  n o t o r  cannot p u r ify  
its  ranks  o f op po rtu n is t members 
lik e  F ra n k  Zeid ler, A nd rew  Bie 
m ille r, A lfre d  B ake r Lew is, Jack 
A ltm a n , Becker, Lazar, T rave rs  
Clement, Devere A llen , J. C la rk  
W aldron, H a rry  La id le r, H e n ry  
Haskell, F ra n k  T rage r, L illia n , 
Symes, W a lte r Reuther, Police 
C h ie f Joseph K luchesky, James 
M aurer, N o rm an Thomas, George 
Ham pel, M aynard  K rueger, A r ­
th u r  M cD ow ell, Paul P o rte r, A n ­
ton Garden, Judah Drob, yes, 
even H e rb e rt Zam, became too 
revo lu tiona ry  (? )  (whose re-ap­
po in tm en t to the E d ito rsh ip  of 
the Socia lis t Review  has been 
d e fe rre d );

7. The SP has on ly  an inc iden t­
a l and no rea l and genuine labor 
o rien ta tion , bu t ra th e r a p e tty - 
bourgeois " l ib e r ta r ia n "  e lectora l 
d irec tio n ;

8. The SP has fa ile d  to  recog­
nize in  its  p rog ram  and S tate-

B y  A L B E R T  G O LD M A N
B y  its  dec la ra tion  th a t  a n t i­

p ic k e tin g  laws in  A labam a and 
C a lifo rn ia  are un con s titu tion a l, 
the U n ited  S tates Supreme C ourt 
w i l l  lead some g u llib le  people to 
believe th a t i t  has become the 
guard ian  o f the r ig h ts  o f the 
w orkers.

A  sho rt w h ile  ago the Supreme 
C o u rt assumed to  p lay  the ro le o f 
p ro te c to r o f the Negro people by 
reve rs ing  a conv ic tion  o f Negroes 
who were compelled to  “ confess”

one fe llo w  rep lied th a t he w ou ld  men t o f P rinc ip les  the class
s trugg le  and the class cha racte rpene tra te  South A m erica  and 

w o rk  h is w a y  up. A n o th e r said 
th a t he w ould w a it  five o r  ten 
years and m ould the you th  o f the 
conquered A llie d  countries in to  
good N azis and then come over 
here.

I  hope the next Appeal w i l l  ca r­
ry  som eth ing on th is  problem , 
since I  assure you th a t i t  is being 
discussed w herever groups o f 
w o rkers  discuss the w ar.
Toledo, Ohio E d D avis

Wants Paper Forwarded 
To the Trenches

E d ito r:
I  have sent you a renew al o f 

m y  subscrip tion  fo r  the ne x t s ix  
m onths. I  hope I  w on ’t  have to be 
reading i t  in  the trenches. B u t i f  
so, I  w i l l  send you m y D iv is ion  
and R egim ent as soon as possible. 
F o rw a rd in g  w il l  be appreciated.

E dw ard  J. Sloane 
L iv in g s to n  H a ll,
Co lum bia U n iv e rs ity

Youth Resign from 
Norman Thomas Group

E d ito r:
Please rush tw e n ty  copies o f 

the  M ay D ay issue o f the S ocia l­
is t  A ppea l. The comrades who 
w il l  sell these issues have ju s t 
b roken fro m  the Y P S L  o f the 
L S I. I ,  James Bou lton , ex -c ity  
secre ta ry  o f the Y P S L, have ju s t 
been expelled fro m  the Y ou th  
C om m ittee  aga inst W a r and the 
Y P S L, fo r  inc lud ing  in  a S tudent 
S tr ik e  lea fle t th a t I  produced, a 
s ta tem ent th a t  the  Soviet U n ion  
is on the side o f G erm any in  th is  
w a r as a "self-defense move.”

. . . Enclosed please find  a copy 
o f a S ta tem ent o f Resignation 
fro m  the Y oung Peoples S ocia lis t 
League a ffilia ted  to  N o r m a n  
Thom as’ Labo r and Socia list In ­
te rna tion a l.

R e vo lu tion a ry  G reetings,
JA M E S  E . B O U LT O N  
A L B E R T  S TE R G A R  

M ilw aukee , W isconsin.

W H E R E A S :
1. W e are the Y o u th  Section of 

the  S oc ia lis t P a r ty  and are under 
its  d isc ip line ; and in  consequence 
have no r ig h t,  as po in ted ou t by 
the  Y oung Peoples S o c i a l i s t  
League N a tio n a l E xecu tive  Com ­
m itte e  member, Charles Rubin, to  
advocate changes in  its  p rogram  
o r  d isc ip line  o f its  m em bers;

2. The SP has a re fo rm is t per­
spective, “ dem ocra tic  socia lism ”  
m eaning under new guise "socia l 
dem ocracy,”  and has fa ile d  to  
adopt a re vo lu tio n a ry  p rogram  
and set o f tac tics  as a m ethod o f 
procedure;

3. A nd  the Y P S L  cannot and 
has n o t adopted o r  fo llow ed any 
p ro g ra m  w h ich  is n o t in  accord 
w ith  the P a r ty  p ro g ra m  and ta c t­
ics;

4. The SP does n o t defend the 
h is to r ic  ga ins o f O ctober in  the 
USSR;

5. The SP finds its e lf  unable 
to  sever its  re la tio nsh ip  w ith  p ro ­

o f the state, the necessity fo r  the 
revo lu tiona ry  defeat o f the cap i­
ta lis t  class, and the establishm ent 
o f the d ic ta to rsh ip  o f the p ro le ­
ta r ia t ;

9. The SP is, in  short, a hodge­
podge o f ideolog ica l confusion;

10. The SP local in  M ilw aukee 
has entered in to  a coa litio n  w ith  
the rea c tion a ry  non-partisans to 
m aneuver in  the C ity  Council and 
effect appo in tm ents;

11. J o s e p h  K luchesky, local 
SP Police C h ief has repeatedly 
abrogated c iv il and con s titu tion a l 
r ig h ts  o f w o rke rs  and trans ien ts ;

We do hereby announce the 
te rm in a tio n  o f ou r a ffilia tio n  to 
the Labo r and S ocia lis t In te rn a ­
tio n a l (the Y e llow  2nd), the SP- 
U S A , the S ocia lis t P a r ty  o f M il­
waukee C ounty and the  Y oung 
Peoples S ocia lis t League o f A m e r­
ica, the you th  appendage to  a 
putrescent corpse.

Signed:
E T H E L  P E TE R S O N  
A L B E R T  STERGOR

W e a ffix  ou r names to  the 
S ta tem ent o f R esignation; since 
we are in accord w ith  the a t t i ­
tudes and sta tem ents set fo r th .

S igned:
JA M E S  E . BO U LTO N  
M A R G A R E T  M O R A N

(The S oc ia lis t P a r ty  makes 
no d is tin c tio n  between the  Sov­
ie t U n ion and N a z i Germ any, 
cha rac te riz ing  both equa lly  as 
“ t o t a l !  ta r ia n  im peria lism s.”  
Hence com rade B ou lton ’s d is­
tin c tio n  between the tw o, in  his 
leafle t, was “ answered”  by  his 
expulsion. On the o the r hand 
the p ro -A lly  group in  the  SP., 
exceedingly vocal a t its  recent 
convention, is  no t on ly  not ex­
pelled b u t is trea te d  as a com­
rade ly  d iffe rence o f opinion. 
Here is another ind ica tion  o f 
how sjieed ily the  SP is m oving 
in to  the w a r cam p!— E d ito rs .)

Russian Bulletin 
Appeals for Aid

E d ito r:
T H E  R U S S IA N  B U L L E T IN  

N E E D S  Y O U R  H E L P , friends  
and readers in  the U .S .A .!

W e can expect no help fro m  
o u r readers in  w a r-to rn , bleeding 
Poland; our friends  in  the sem i­
fasc is t border states o f Esthonia , 
L a tv ia , B u lg a r ia  can send no 
m oney th rough , though the B u l­
le tin  manages to  reach them  by 
devious routes. Palestine, South 
A fr ic a  . . . some aid w i l l  come 
fro m  the re  even tua lly— bu t, i f  
the B u lle tin  is to  surv ive, and i t  
m ust surv ive, you, o u r m ore fo r ­
tuna te  friends  and comrades, you 
m ust help. G ive w h a teve r you 
can, g ive  r ig h t  away, the  B u lle tin  
needs y o u r help!

Send con tribu tions  to  the un­
dersigned.

S. W E B E R
c /o  S oc ia lis t Appea l 
116 U n iv e rs ity  Place 

N ew  Y o rk  C ity

G.M. PARLEYS 
OPEN; HOURS 
ISSUE PRESSING

(C ontinued fro m  Page 1) 
.E xecu tive  Board  to  inc lude the 
30 hour week a t 40 hours pay 
as an im m edia te  demand in  ne­
go tia tio ns  w ith  G M ” .

In  the face o f th is  pressure, 
ind ica tions are th a t  W a lte r  Reu- 
th c r  in  charge o f General M otors 
w o rk  fo r  the U A W -C IO , together 
w ith  R. J. Thomas, U n ion P res i­
dent, are t r y in g  to  h u r ry  nego­
tia tio n s  and p u t th ro u g h  an 
agreem ent as qu ick  as possible.

However, nego tia tions m ig h t 
ve ry  w e ll be spread over a con­
siderable period. M ee ting  each 
Tuesday, W ednesday and T hu rs ­
day, the nego tia to rs  expect to  
take  up a ll the grievances accu­
m ulated under the e x is tin g  con­
tra c t. A c tu a l nego tia tions do no t 
begin u n t il Thursday, M ay  2, the 
f ir s t  m eetings being e n tire ly  de­
voted to  arrangem ents.

W orke rs  W an t Results 
Everyw here you go in  th is  auto 

d is tr ic t  w herever auto w orkers  
gather, in  the beer halls, bow ling  
alleys, un ion halls, etc., one sub­
ject is discussed: w i l l  we ac tu ­
a lly  get a con tra c t th is  year th a t 
w ill answer the  problem  o f un­
em ploym ent ?

A l l  eyes are on the  union 
nego tia to rs . The w o rk in g  class 
figh te rs  w ho rose w ith  a m ig h ty  
wave in  1937 are w a it in g  fo r  
an answer.

The U A W -C IO  was never in  a 
s tronger position. M em bers are 
flock ing  in  by the  thousands. E v ­
ery  day m ore and m ore fo rm e r 
A F L  men are so lida riz ing  them ­
selves w ith  th e ir  C IO  bro thers. 
The C IO  is in  a position to  ta lk  in  
s trong  te rm s to  the corpora tion . 
T h a t is w h a t the w o rkers  w a n t to  
hear.

A  f irm  stand, a m il ita n t  p ro ­
g ram  on the p a r t o f the CIO  
w ould  insure s o lid a r ity  o f a ll the 
w o rke rs  in  the in d u s try  by w ip in g  
ou t a lto ge th e r the rum p M a rt in  
A F L  o u tfit. A l l  th a t is  necessary 
to  do th is  is fo r  the U A W -C IO  
to  f ig h t fo r  a p ro g ra m  th a t w ill 
serve as a ra lly in g  po in t. T h a t 
p ro g ra m  is the  30 hour week a t 
40 hours pay.

There are ind ica tions th a t the 
com pany w i l l  t r y  to  stand firm  
on th e ir  an ti-s te w a rd  system  po l­
icy.

S tewards A lre ad y  A c tin g
B u t a l r e a d y  in  p la n t a fte r  

p lan t, men in  the various depa rt­
m ents, by  th e ir  own organized 
s treng th  and w i l l  have forced the 
co rp o ra tion  to  recognize and deal 
w ith  stewards. These same men 
m ay ve ry  w e ll force the 30 hour 
week i f  th e ir  leaders fa i l  them.

Canadian W orke rs  F o r s tr ik e
Ind ica tio ns  o f the sen tim en t o f 

GM w o rke rs  was also g iven in  
Canada when la s t week the w o rk ­
ers o f three GM p lan ts  there, 
upon refusa l o f the corpora tion  
to  meet w ith  un ion representa­
tives, proceeded a t once to  take 
a s tr ik e  vote. In te rn a tio n a l board 
m embers stepped in  qu ick ly , 
called o ff the s tr ik e  vote, and 
b e g a n  nego tia tions w ith  the 
fr ig h te n e d  company.

Poppa Knudsen, the H o ra tio  A l­
ger P resident o f GM, yesterday 
gave some in d ica tion  o f his a t­
t itu d e  in  the nego tia tions, when 
he made a speech a tta c k in g  un ion 
se n io r ity  as a system  w h ich  de­
prived w o rke rs  o f "o p p o rtu n ity " . 
He perhaps m eant the o p o rtu n ity  
to  be th ro w n  o u t on the streets

by the use o f the m ost vic ious 
fo rm  o f the th ird  degree.

T h a t the Supreme C ourt, as a t 
present constitu ted, is m ore lib e r­
a l th a t  i t  was can be ad m itted  
w ith o u t argum ent. I t  is  neces­
sary, however, to  understand 
c le a rly  w h a t th a t signifies. Essen­
t ia l ly  i t  means no th in g  m ore than  
th a t the Supreme C ourt now fo l­
lows the fundam enta l p o licy  o f 
P resident Roosevelt, w h ich  con­
sists o f m a k in g  m in o r concessions 
to  the masses in  order the b e tte r 
tc  guard the essential r ig h ts  o f 
the ow n ing  class.

Jus t as Roosevelt has gained 
fa v o r in  the eyes o f m any w o rk ­
ers by m a k in g  concessions th a t 
do no t th rea ten  the existence o f 
the p ro fit  system, so the Supreme 
C ourt w i l l  undoubtedly earn the 
applause o f m any by rendering 
decisions th a t can be regarded as 
lib e ra l bu t w h ich  do no t endan­
ger -the r ig h t  o f the bosses to  
continue e x p lo it in g  the w orkers.

There have a lw ays been serious 
differences o f op in ion in  the camp 
o f the em p loying class and its  
representatives as to  the  best 
m ethod to  be used in  keeping la ­
bor under con tro l. One g roup  ad­
vocates a f irm  hand— yie ld ing  
no th in g ; another proposes to  
m ake concessions in  o rder no t to  
lose eve ry th ing . The Supreme 
C ourt fo r  the tim e  being now be­
longs to the la tte r  group.

DO A  S M A R T E R  JOB,
T H E  C O UR T IS  S A Y IN G

W hen the Supreme C ourt de­
clares an a n ti-p ic k e tin g  law  un­
con s titu tion a l, i t  in  e ffect says to 
the lo w er cou rts  and to  the legis 
la tu rc : “ You fools, can’t  you see 
th a t by ta k in g  aw ay such sm all 
and in s ig n ifica n t r ig h ts  o f the

w orkers, you p lay  in to  the hands I the C o ns titu tio n  was passed fo r  
o f the revo lu tion is ts?  W e believe | the purpose o f p ro te c tin g  the  N e­

groes. Instead i t  was in te rp re te d  
by the  Supreme C o u rt in  a m an­
ner w h ich  aided m a in ly  the p ro ­
p e rty  r ig h ts  o f the bosses. I t  was 
then w o rth w h ile  fo r  the c o u rt to 
th ro w  a c rum b now  and then to  
the w o rke rs  in  the fo rm  o f a 
favo rab le  decision on a m in o r 
m a tte r, based on the same 
amendment.

CO URT W IL L  N E V E R  
D ESTR O Y BOSSES’ PO W ERS 

I t  is exceedingly im p o rta n t fo r  
w o rkers  to  recognize th a t  a “ l ib ­
e ra l”  Supreme C o u rt w i l l  render 
decisions favo rab le  to  the exp lo it­
ed masses on ly  when the re  is 
danger th a t the masses w il l  re ­
sent too s tro n g ly  an adverse de­
cision. A nd  nine tim es o u t o f ten 
a favo rab le  decision w il l  come on­
ly  in  connection w ith  a case in ­
vo lv ing  a m a tte r  o f secondary 
im portance.

A nd  th is  is ce rta in . N ever w i l l  
the Supreme C ourt render a de­
cision w h ich  w i l l  take  aw ay the 
r ig h t  o f the bosses to  e x p lo it la ­
bor. W hy?  F o r the  sim ple rea­
son th a t the Supreme C ourt, " l ib  
e ra l”  o r conservative, was ere 
ated to  p ro te c t th a t ve ry  r ig h t.

The Supreme C ourt has always 
been looked upon as a b u lw a rk  o f 
the em p loy ing class. J u s tif ia b ly  
so, fo r  i t  has frequ en tly , by  its  
decisions, rushed to  p ro te c t th a t 
class aga inst any le g is la tio n  th a t

th a t i t  is fa r  w iser and fa r  more 
effective to  le t the w o rke rs  have 
a m in o r r ig h t  and deprive them  
o f a re a lly  valuable one.”

W h a t d id  the c o u rt’s decision 
re a lly  am ount to?  The Supreme 
C o u rt decided th a t unions have 
the r ig h t  to have a p ic k e t c a rry ­
in g  a banner in  f ro n t  o f an  es­
tab lish m en t where a s tr ik e  was 
called. O f course, hav ing  th a t p r i­
vilege is b e tte r tha n  no t hav ing  
it ,  b u t a ll the same i t  has come 
tc  a p re tty  pass when we are 
asked to  re jo ice and be g ra te fu l 
fo r  a decision g ra n tin g  the  w o rk ­
ers th is  e lem entary r ig h t.

One m ust never fo rg e t th a t  i t  
was p ra c tic a lly  the same Sup­
rem e C ourt th a t declared the  s it-  
down s tr ik e  illeg a l. In  com parison 
to  the r ig h t  o f ha v in g  a  p icke t 
w a lk  in  fro n t  o f a s tru c k  shop 
w ith  a banner, the s it-dow n  is in ­
f in ite ly  m ore im p o rta n t fo r  the 
w orkers. B u t ju s t because i t  is so 
m uch m ore im p o rta n t, i t  was de­
clared ille g a l by the court.

I t  is a ll ve ry  w e ll to  have a 
conv ic tion  o f  a N egro  reversed 
when the conv ic tion  was obvious­
ly  achieved by  the use o f the  m ost 
b ru ta l to rtu re . B u t th is  is no th ing  
in  com parison to  the  fa c t th a t  the 
Supreme C ourt pe rm its  the  w h ite  
m asters o f the  South to  d is fra n ­
chise the N egro popu lation.

The Sherm an a n t i- tru s t  law  
was enacted as a weapon aga inst
the trus ts . W hen the  Suprem e! m ig h t be h a rm fu l to  the em ploy-
C o u rt pe rve rts  th a t  la w  to  be 
used against trade  im ions, i t  
s tr ik e s  a  re a lly  e ffective  blow 
aga inst the  w orkers . In  re tu rn , i t  
can a ffo rd  to be lib e ra l on a m in ­
o r po in t.

The F ourteen th  A m endm ent to

Sailors Win Increases 
After Strike Vote

(C ontinued fro m  Page 1)
lio n  o f the agreem ent i f  they 
were unable to  come to  terms. 
The S ta lin is t leadership o f the 
M arine  Cooks likew ise  signed an 
inde fin ite  extension o f th e ir  
agreem ent.

E x te n t o f B ridges ’ T reachery
On top o f th is  d is rup tion  o f the 

ranks  o f the w a te r fro n t c ra fts . 
B ridges began ba llyhoo ing  a “ F ive  
Y ear Peace P la n ” , o ffe rin g  a 
lo ng -te rm  agreem ent to  the sh ip­
owners on the basis o f the pres­
en t agreem ent and agree ing tc  
a rb itra te  e ve ry th in g  in the agree­
m ent. T h is  p lan  was proposed by 
Bridges n o t m ere ly  fo r  the long ­
shoremen b u t fo r  a ll the w a te r­
f ro n t  unions. B ridges also n o ti­
fied the cooks th a t the longshore­
men w ould  no t support any union 
s tr ik in g  fo r  increased wages or 
im proved conditions.

B ridges ’ treachery  against w a ­
te r fro n t u n ity  saved the  day fo r  
the shipowners— fo r  the tim e  be­
ing. Even the M arine  F irem en, 
tra d itio n a l a llies o f the Sailors, 
buckled and signed an extension 
o f th e ir  agreem ent— m ore accu­
ra te ly  the offic ia ls  o f the F irem en 
buckled. The Sailors were le f t  
s tand ing  alone.

Sailors Stood A lone
The Sailors refused to  s ign  an 

extension o f th e ir  previous ag­
reem ent. They negotia ted and 
signed a w o rk in g  agreem ent, p ro ­
v id in g  new concessions fro m  the 
em ployers. B u t they were unable 
to w r ite  in to  the agreem ent an 
increase in  wages fo r, w ith  the 
Sailors isolated, the shipowners 
stood pat.

The em ployers were enabled to 
do th is  a ll the  b e tte r since the 
SUP m em bership would no t vote

the necessary tw o -th ird s  m a jo r ity  
in  fa vo r o f a s tr ik e  i f  an increase 
was no t granted. The SUP m em ­
bers’ fa ilu re  to  vote s tr ik e  action 
was accounted fo r  by  the p ic tu re  
s ta rin g  them  in  the face o f a 

d is u n ite d  w a te rfro n t. T h a t fa ilu re  
was characterized by  the m em ­
bership its e lf, in  the A p r i l  15 re ­
so lu tion  fo r  a re ferendum  s tr ik e  
vote, as “ the m em bership ’s m is ­
take .”

The SUP go t the shipowners to 
agree to nego tia te  on wages im ­
m ed ia te ly  a fte r  the N e u tra l ity  
A c t w ould pass. B u t when the 
S a ilo rs  com m ittee  then m et w ith  
the shipowners, the question was 
s ta lled off, and th a t happened 
tim e  and again.

B u t the Sailors A c t
F in a lly  on A p r i l  1, the SUP 

passed a reso lu tion  on a  coast­
w ise scale dem anding an im m e­
dia te  m eeting  w ith  the sh ipow n­
ers to  th a t effect in  a s tro n g ly - 
worded le tte r, in it ia te d  a week 
la te r a re ferendum  vote fo r  a §5 
defense assessment fo r  the s tr ik e  
fund, and c lim axed p repara tions 
fo r  ac tion  w ith  the A p r i l  15 re fe r­
endum s tr ik e  reso lu tion.

Then the S ailo rs g o t action 
from  the shipowners.

The S ailo rs in  th is  v ic to rious  
f ig h t were scarce ly helped by 
B ridges’ continuous ba llyhoo fo r 
peace on the w a te rfro n t, no r by 
the proposal o f the S ta lin is t lead­
ersh ip o f the N a tion a l M a ritim e  
U n ion (E as t Coast sa ilo rs) ask­
in g  the governm ent’s M a ritim e  
Commission to step in  and a t­
te m p t to  establish wages and 
w o rk in g  conditions in  the indus­
try .  Once m ore i t  has been estab­
lished th a t a t th is  tim e  the S ta lin ­
is ts  are the w o rs t in te rn a l enemy 
o f the w a te r fro n t unions.

GEORGE CLARKE OPENS CROSS­
COUNTRY TOUR OF S.W.P. CENTERS

Speaks First in New Haven on May 10; 
Then in Boston and Lynn, May 11-13

George C larke, m em ber o f the i t y  The succeeding issues o f the
N a tio n a l C om m ittee  o f the So­
c ia lis t W orke rs  P a rty , begins a 
cross-coun try  to u r on M a y  10— 
the f irs t  o f a series o f na tiona l 
tou rs  by p a r ty  leaders.

Comrade C la rke ’s to u r  w i l l  
open in  N ew  Haven on M ay  10 
and close in  Los Angeles the  week 
o f June 13.

W ith  the w a r and the danger o f 
A m erican  e n try  upperm ost in  the 
m inds o f the w o rke rs . Comrade 
C larke w i l l  speak everywhere on 
the m a jo r issue fa c in g  the A m e r­
ican w orkers.

He w i l l  speak on: “ W h ich  W a r 
fo r  the A m erican  W orke rs?  The 
w a r  on the ba ttle fie lds  o f Europe 
o r A s ia  fo r  the p ro fits  and b illions 
o f W a ll S tree t?  O r the w a r a t 
home in  the U.S. aga ins t the S ix ­
t y  R u lin g  Fam ilies, aga inst th e ir  
ty ra n n y  o f unem ploym ent and 
hunger, the w a r fo r  secu rity , jobs, 
p ro s p e rity  and peace fo r  A m e r­
ica ’s la b o rin g  m illio n s ? ”

W orke rs  in  each c ity  should 
note the dates on w h ich  Comrade 
C larke is speaking in  th e ir  v ic in -

Appea l w i l l  c a rry  the hour and 
place o f each m eeting.

The schedule o f the  to u r  fo l­
lows:

N ew  H a v e n ............. F r i. ,  M ay  10
B o s to n -L yn n ........Sat. to  Mon.,

M a y  11-13
Syracuse.............. Tues., M ay  14
Rochester. . . . . . .W ed., M ay  15
B u ffa lo ............... Thurs., M a y  16
P it ts b u rg h ...........F rl.-S a t., M ay

17-18
Y ou ng s to w n ........ Sun., M ay 19
A k ro n .................... Mon., M ay  20
C leve land.............Tues., M ay  21
T o le do .................... Wed., M ay  22
D e tro it ................ Thurs., M ay  23
F l in t ........................... F r i. ,  M ay 24
South B end.............. S a t,  M ay  25
C hicago. .Sun.-Tues., M a y 26-28
T w in  C itie s ----- W ed.-F ri., M ay

29-31
O m aha.................Sunday, June 2
D e n ve r..............Tuesday, June 4
S a lt Lake  C i t y . . .Thurs , June 6 
San F ra n c isco . Sat.-Tues., June

8-11
Fresno Wednesday, June 12 
Los A ngeles. .Thurs., June 13 

and a fte r

ers. A s  a resu lt the re  has a lw ays 
existed a tendency am ongst the 
w o rke rs  in  fa v o r o f abo lish ing the 
Court.

L e t no t the w o rkers  be de­
ceived by  an occasional favo rab le  
decision. As aga ins t such deci­
sions on m a tte rs  o f secondary 
im portance, i t  is im p o rta n t to  re ­
m em ber the an ti-dem ocra tic  role 
the co u rt has played th rou gh ou t 
A m erican  h is to ry .

Considering a ll possible fac to rs  
it  is m ore advantageous, in  the 
long  run, to  do aw ay w ith  an in ­
s t itu t io n  th a t was created fo r  the 
express purpose o f m in ify in g  leg­
is la tio n  passed a t the demand of 
the masses.

The w o rke rs  w i l l  be b e tte r off 
i f  the Supreme C o u rt is abolished.

SUBS ROLL IN TO FINANCE 
"FOURTH INTERNATIONAL"

AKRON STRIKE 
WOMEN PICKETS 
PLAY BIG PART

TWIN CITIES R.R. ENGINEERS 
DEMAND ONE UNION ON ENGINES

ST. P A U L  —  A  reso lu tion  cal­
lin g  fo r  am a lgam ation  o f locomo- 

a t the  w h im  o f the  com pany, o r I tive  engineers, firem en and host- 
the o p p o rtu n ity  to  a llow  the com- j ers in to  one o rg an iza tio n  was 
pany to  p lay  one m an aga inst the | adopted a t the T w in  C ity  B ro th - 
o ther in  a p la n t where dog eat erhood o f Locom otive Engineers 
dog prevailed.

He also said th a t labo r needs 
b e tte r m anagem ent. He did  no t 
say w he the r he in tended to  run 
fo r  P resident o f the U A W -C IO  
however.

I t  is tru e  th a t la bo r could 
use b e tte r m anagem ent, b u t 
labo r does no t need advice fro m  
m illio n a ire  presidents o f labo r- 
h a tin g  c o r p o r a  tions, w h ich  
hoard b illion s  in  p ro fits , w h ile  
tens o f thousands o f men are 
locked ou t o f jobs ! Labo r needs 
a leadership th a t  w i l l  m ilita n t-  
ly  f ig h t these b ig  shots, and 
m ake i t  o b lig a to ry  fo r  them  
to  prov ide jobs, no t advice.

un ion m ee ting  here, A p r i l  11. The 
m eeting  was sponsored by D iv i­
sion 369 o f the B rotherhood, w h ich  
in v ite d  a ll o th e r D iv is ions in  the 
T w in  C ities and a d jo in ing  te rm in ­
als to attend.

A  num ber o f o th e r progressive 
reso lutions were also adopted, b u t 
a  concen tra tion  o f fo u r  General 
C hairm en— System  B u s i n e s s  
A gents  fro m  fo u r  ra ilroads  —were 
present and m anaged to  de feat by 
a few  votes a reso lu tion  ca llin g  
fo r  repeal o f Section 85 o f the 
B ro therhood s ta tu te — fhe  n o to r i­
ous gag law.

“ A l l  d iv is ions o r m embers o f 
D iv is ions a re  p ro h ib ited  fro m  
issu ing c irc u la rs  o r s ig n in g  any 
fo rm  o f p e titio n  re la tive  to  
B rotherhood business am ong 
m em bers o f the  B ro therhood or 
others ca lcu la ted to  in ju re  the 
B ro therhood as in te rp re te d  by 
the G rand C h ie f E ng ineer o r a 
m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  A d v iso ry  
B oard .”

S tripped  o f a ll smokescreens, 
th is  s im p ly  means th a t the Grand 
Lodge offic ia ls have been vested 
w ith  the  a u th o r ity  to  s tifle  and 
suppress every proposal by D iv i­
sions o r m em bers to  w h ich  the 
offic ia ls  are pe rsona lly  opposed.

The reso lu tion  fo r  repeal was 
presented by  the com m ittee  on 
arrangem ents fo r  the m eeting, 
cons is ting  o f P. G. Heglund, A . 
W . C a llan and J. F. H ilge r.

The T ro tsky is ts , sym pa th ize rsnex t week I ’l l  p robab ly  send you

(C ontinued fro m  Page 1)
increased p icke t line  w ith  the  
wom en’s con tingen t as the m ost 
sp ir ite d  one. They wore ye llow  
and red bandanas on th e ir  heads 
and am ong the m any placards 
they carried  one reading: “ Learn 
fro m  the  banana. W hen i t  leaves 
the  bunch it. gets skinned! S tick  
w ith  the  un ion.”

The police were present ju s t  as 
before, b u t the  m a jo r p a r t  o f 
them , instead o f appearing in  
f ro n t  o f the p lan t, h id  inside be­
h ind the gates o f the p la n t bu ild ­
ings, ready fo r  action. The cars 
o f the scabs, some o f them  w ith  
smashed w i n d o w  shields sped 
th rou gh  the streets and w ith  
brakes shreak ing  skidded around 
the bend th rou gh  the p la n t gates.

One wom an, w ife  o f a Good­
r ic h  Rubber w o rke r, s ta ted  to  a 
g roup  o f s tr ike rs , " th is  is n o t the 
w ay we did  i t  in  the Goodrich 
s tr ike . I ’ve never seen a s tr ik e  in  
w h ich  scabs are a llow ed to  go 
th rou gh  the p icke t line  w ith o u t 
opposition. W e ou gh t to  ca ll ou t 
a ll the o ther shops and p u t a stop 
to  th is .”  The sen tim en t on a ll 
sides was fo r  increased m ilita n c y  
and a show down w ith  the  scabs.

The w o rke rs  w en t on s tr ik e  
tw o  weeks ago because General 
T ire  and Rubber was ch ise ling  on 
pay rates, a tte m p tin g  to  in tro ­
duce the 40 hour week in  place 
o f the p re va ilin g  6 hour 6 day 
week, and re fus ing  to  se ttle  nu ­
m erous grievances.

and readers are ra lly in g  around 
the new magazine, “ Fourth,' In te r ­
n a tion a l," the M o n th ly  M agazine 
o f the S ocia lis t W orke rs  P a rty , 
w ith  adm irab le  speed and en thu­
siasm. The f irs t  re p ly  to  the de­
serters who sto le  the name o f the 
“ N ew  In te rn a tio n a l,”  in  th e ir  mad 
f l ig h t  fro m  M arx ism , is com ing 
th rou gh  in  substan tia l fo rm .

In  the few  days since we m ailed 
le tte rs  to  a ll o u r fr ie n d s —in  ju s t 
enough tim e  fo r  m a il to  ge t to  
them  and come back— rece ip ts fo r  
new subs to “ F o u rth  In te rn a ­
tio n a l”  are p ilin g  in. The revo lu ­
tio n a ry  w o rkers  know  the T ro ts ­
k y is t  m agazine when they  see it. 
T hey  are no t deceived by  counter­
fe its . The f o l l o w i n g  subs to  
“ F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l"  came in  
the m a il th is  m o rn ing :

B o s to n ............................. l l
M inneapo lis .................. 6
Toledo ............................. 5
New  Y o rk  C i t y ...........  5
H utch inson, K a n ............. 2
N ew  Y o rk  S ta te ...........  2
O h io .................................  1
Q uakertow n  .................. 1
L y n n  ...............................  1
P h ilade lph ia  .................. 1

T o ta l.........35
Bundle orders fo r  "F o u r th  In ­

te rn a tio n a l”  accompanied by sub­
s ta n tia l paym ents came fro m  New  
Haven, St. Paul, Q uakertow n, 
Y oungstow n and M inneapolis.

O the r subs received p rev ious ly  
fo r  “ F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l”  w i l l  be 
recorded in  the  ne x t issue o f the 
Appea l.

Here's w h a t some o f the sub 
ge tte rs  said in  th e ir  le tte rs :

M. L . fro m  Boston, w h ich  tops 
the l is t :  “ AU the  old subscribers 
are be ing seen fo r  renewals, and

Progressives in  the B ro th e r­
hood have o ften  po in ted o u t th a t 
good un ion m embers and good un­
ion leaders don’t  need the pro tec­
tion  o f gag laws. I t  is  on ly  those 
ind iv idua ls  in  the labo r m ovem ent 
w ho in s is t on hav ing  special p r iv i­
leges a t the expense o f the ra n k  
and file  dues payers th a t feel the 
need fo r  such gag  rules. The 
m embers don’t  need section 85 
to  p ro te c t themselves aga inst 
scabs, stool pigeons o r any o ther 
agents o f the em ployers— there 
are an am ple supp ly  o f o ther 
B ro therhood law s designed to  deal 
w ith  such characters. G ag laws 
never p ro te c t m embers fro m  th e ir  
enemies who m ay be found inside 
o f the unions, b u t on the o th e r 
hand serve as a p ro te c tio n  fo r  
such enemies aga ins t the  m em ­
bership.

some m ore subs.’
Doyle C la rk  o f Toledo w rite s : 

‘To s ta r t  the ba ll ro llin g  please 
accept the enclosed five do lla rs  to 
s ta r t  subscrip tions to  the “ F o u rth  
In e rn a tio n a l"  fo r  the fo llo w ­
in g  . .  . ”

S. o f H u tch inson  sent in  tw o 
subs accompanied by caustic po l­
it ic a l com m ent: “ I  was ju s t  about 
bowled over today  when I  go t the 
Appea l and y o u r com m unica tion 
about the ‘F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l.’ 
B urnham  and his m o ra ls !! W ha t 
a s t in k in g  exam ple o f po litica l 
treachery  lead ing to  m ora l degen­
eracy! I  th in k  you are e n tire ly  
r ig h t  in  con testing  i t  lega lly .T hey 
w i l l  be jo l ly  w e ll hung  by  th e ir  
own ac t in  the  end. . . . ”

F ro m  D avid  W . Sallume, Y e llo w  
Springs, O hio: “ Enclosed is tw o  
do lla rs, fo r  w h ich  please en ter m y 
subscrip tion  fo r  ‘F o u rth  In te rn a ­
tiona l'. . . A s  I  w ro te  you before 
the convention, I  am  in  complete 
s o lid a r ity  w ith  the T ro tsky -G o ld - 
m an pos ition  on the Russian and 
o rgan iza tiona l questions, and w ill 
t r y  to do w h a t I  can here to  m a in ­
ta in  i t . ”

F rom  a sym pa th ize r in Lyn n : 
“ Enclosed is m y  sub to  ‘F o u rth  
In te rn a tio n a l’ ; I  w ish  I  could see 
m y  w ay clear., a t th is  tim e  to 
m ake a co n trib u tio n ; b u t have 
a lready a llo tte d  m oney fo r  Appea l 
pledge. W ill do same fo r  ‘F o u rth  
In te rn a tio n a l’ as soon as pos­
s ib le.”

Com m ent fro m  us 
fluous. O u r members 
pa th ize rs  kno w  best how to  smash 
the q u itte rs  and sp litte rs . B u ild  
the ‘F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l’ !

Send in  yo u r one d o lla r!
B u ild  the press o f the ’F o u rth  

In te rn a tio n a l!

is  super- 
and sym -
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The
"L A B O R  W IT H  A  W H IT E  S K IN  

C A N N O T  E M A N C IP A T E  IT S E L F  
W H E R E  L A B O R  W IT H  A  B L A C K  
S K IN  IS  B R A N D E D " —  K A R L  
M A R X .

N egro  Q u e s tio n

British Arrest Indian Strike Leaders In  Opening 
Drive to Crush Anti-War Movement o f Workers

The Natchez Fire
Scream ing and c la w in g  fo r  escape fro m  su ffo ­

ca tin g  smoke and c ra c k lin g  flames th a t swept 
th rou gh  the h a ll in  w h ich  they  were dancing on 
the n ig h t o f A p r i l 23 a t Natchez, M ississipp i, 198 
Negroes fe ll in  heaps th a t m ounted shoulder h igh  
and died in  h o rrib le  agony.

The dance h a ll had been converted fro m  a 
b lacksm ith  shop in to  an am usem ent cen ter th a t  
fea tu red  w e ll-kn ow n  N egro orchestras. I t  was 
frequented by colored people barred fro m  dance 
ha lls  open to  Southern w h ites. The w indow s were 
boarded; i t  had b u t one door w h ich  served fo r  
bo th entrance and e x it;  long festoons o f tinde r- 
d ry  Spanish moss hung fro m  the ra fte rs  as deco­
rations.

The fire  began near the  entrance, swept th ro u g h  
the moss w ith  te r r ify in g  sw iftness and drove the 
packed dancers aga ins t the  bandstand. The v ic ­
tim s  m illed , scream ing, crush ing  aga inst the 
w alls, beating fu t i le ly  a t the boarded w indows as 
the flames curled down fro m  the ra fte rs  and 
seared th e ir  bodies. They dropped in  p iles th a t 
resembled heaped up logs o f sm oking wood.

W ith in  fifte e n  m inutes the fire  had burned i t ­
se lf ou t. F irem en chopped th e ir  w ay  in . Moans 
came fro m  the mounds o f scorched bodies, and 
the few  who were s t i l l  w r ith in g  were dragged out. 
T w e n ty  m ore o f these crushed and burned v ic ­
tim s  died on the w ay to  the  hosp ita l; eleven m ore 
succumbed d u rin g  the day. Dozens m ore were 
near death.

A ll the fac ts  ind ica te  c r im in a l negligence on 
the p a r t o f the N atchez au tho rities . Those whose 
d u ty  i t  was to  m ake sure th a t the o rd in a ry  fire  
precautions were ca rried  o u t d idn ’ t  care and 
d idn ’t  act. A f te r  all, the bu rn ing  o f Negroes is 
no t som eth ing o u t o f the o rd in a ry  in  the  South.

Southern Justice
The wave o f h o rro r w h ich  swept the cou n try  

over th is  mass b u rn ing  o f Negroes, however, 
moved the au th o ritie s  o f N a tchez to  take  action. 
A n  in ves tig a tion  was in  order. I t  was necessary 
to  f ix  the blam e fo r  the m onstrous neglect- o f the 
c ity  offic ia ls  w ho were responsible.

M ayo r W ill ia m  J. B yrne s ta rted  a “ tho rough  
in q u iry .”

A ltho ug h  S he riff Hyde Jenkins upon f ir s t  com ­
in g  upon the scene declared th a t the fire  was 
c le a rly  o f accidental o rig in , Police C h ie f Joe Serio 
on the fo llo w in g  day in tim a te d  th a t the fire  had 
been set "d e libe ra te ly .”

Police Chief Joe Serio arrested five  suspects 
and th re w  them  in  ja il.

A l l  five  o f the suspects, o f course, are Negroes
__in  the language o f the Southern Bourbons,
“ d runken  Negroes.”

Police C h ief Joe Serio said th a t  these arrests 
were based on “ s ta tem ents”  made to  h im  by  un ­
named people th a t “ several d runken  Negroes 
were overheard th rea ten ing  to  set the b u ild in g  
on fire ."

A ll th a t is la ck in g  to  com plete th is  p ic tu re  o f 
Southern jus tice  in  action  is a re p o rt fro m  Police 
Chief Joe Serio th a t  he was unable to  save the 
five suspects fro m  the anger o f a lyn ch  mob o f 
whites.

The Bourbons o f the South m ay pass over th is  
inc iden t as lig h t-m in d e d ly  as they have passed 
over a ll the o th e r gruesome and gh a s tly  c rue lties  
they have in flic ted  upon the  Negroes. B u t th is  
inc iden t lik e  a ll the others b rings the re vo lu tio n ­
a ry  w ra th  o f the oppressed a degree nearer its  
cu lm ina tion . W hen th a t w ra th  bu rs ts  i t  w i l l  sweep 
the land w ith  the fierce c leansing flam es o f the 
soc ia lis t revo lu tion . I t  w i l l  w ipe o u t the savage 
ru le  o f the Southern Bourbons along w ith  th a t o f 
th e ir  W a ll S tree t b ro thers  w ith  a thoroughness 
th a t w i l l  leave no t the s lig h te s t trace  behind.

M ay the flames in  w h ich  the  198 died on the 
a lta r  o f Southern ju s tice  serve as a spa rk  to  l ig h t  
the cleansing fire !

<*>•

B y R O B E R T B IR C H M A N

British imperialism is clamping down on the forces o f the 
A ll India Congress and the leaders o f the m ilitant strikes of 
the Indian workers and peasants. Wholesale arrests are taking 
place under the Defense o f India Act.

Jaiprakash Narain, general secretary o f the Congress So­
cialist Party was arrested at Patna on March 7. He is charged 
under the Defense of India Act. The Executive Committee of 
the Congress Socialist Party/* 
meeting at Lucknow, March 
11-13, passed the following 
resolution on the arrest o f 
N ara in ;

“ The E xecu tive  C om m ittee  o f 
the A l l  In d ia  Congress S ocia lis t 
P a rty  offers its  fe lic ita tio n s  to 
Ja ip rakash  N a ra in , its  general 
secre tary, on his a rre s t under 
the  Defense o f In d ia  A c t.

“ The C om m ittee  considers 
th is  a rre s t as sym bo lic  o f the 
de te rm ina tion  o f B r it is h  Im ­
pe ria lism  to  suppress th e  s tru g ­
gle fo r  independence in  th is  
cou n try . T h is  a rre s t constitu tes 
a challenge to  the  forces o f 
freedom represented by  the

a rre s t o f s tr ik e rs  and s tr ik e  
leaders.

A  demand on beha lf o f w o rke rs  
fo r  a w a r bonus o f 33 percent 
was made a t the  fo u rth  con fer­
ence o f the Bengal La bo r P a rty  
a t C a lcu tta  on F e b ru a ry  25. B. 
Dubey, general secre ta ry  o f the 
p a r ty  said th a t ju te  w o rke rs  had 
a lready received a ten percent in ­
crease in  wages and seamen 25 
percent. He urged w o rke rs  to  
un ite  and m ake a jo in t  demand 
fo r  an increase.

On M arch  12 the sugar w o rke rs  
a t G a rakp u r w e n t ou t on general 
s tr ik e , s topping w o rk  a t m ost o f 
the sugar m ills .

O ver 100 w o rke rs  in  one o f the 
gene ra ting  s ta tions  o f the C a lcu t­
ta  E le c tr ic  Supply C orpora tion  
s tru c k  on M arch  13 aga inst the 
d ism issal o f tw o  o f th e ir  fe llow - 
w orkers.

The m anag ing com ittee o f the 
Bom bay T ra n sp o rt Coolies U n ion  
has, on beha lf o f the w o rke rs  em ­
ployed on ha rbo r construction  
pro jects, demanded a w a r a llow ­
ance o f 20 percent. D. V . P radhar, 
secre ta ry  o f the un ion notified  
the con trac to rs  th a t i f  the  a llo w ­
ance is n o t g ran ted  the w o rkers  
w i l l  go o u t on s tr ike .

These g re a t s tr ik e  s trugg les  of 
the Ind ian  masses are the d r iv in g  
force pushing the  le f t  w in g  o f the 
A l l  In d ia  Congress in to  d ire c t co l­
lis ion  w ith  the  B r it is h  overlords. 
They are the  exp lanation  fo r  the 
s trong  language o f the reso lu tion  
adopted by  the Congress’ W o rk  
in g  C om m ittee, and w h ich  was 
presented to  the  p lena ry  session 
o f the Congress a t R am garh 
M arch  19. The reso lu tion  read in  
p a rt:

“ The Congress considers the 
decla ra tion  by the  B r it is h  Gov­
ernm ent o f In d ia  as a be llig e r­
ent country-, w ith o u t reference 
to  the  Ind ian  people, and the 
exp lo ita tio n  o f In d ia ’s resources 
fo r  w a r, as an a ffro n t w h ich  no 
se lf-respecting  a n d  freedom - 
lo v in g  people can to le ra te .

“ The recent pronouncem ent 
made on beha lf o f the  B r it is h  
G overnm ent rega rd ing  Ind ia , 
dem onstrates th a t B r ita in  is 
f ig h tin g  fo r  fun d a m e n ta lly  im ­
p e ria lis t ends and the  preserva­
tio n  and the s treng then ing  o f 
the  E m pire , w h ich  is based up­
on the  exp lo ita tio n  o f the  In d i­
an people and o the r A s ia tic  and 
A fr ic a n  peoples.

“ Hence i t  is c lear th a t  the 
Congress cannot in  any- w ay, d i­
re c tly  o r in d ire c tly , p a rtic ip a te  
in such a w ar, w h ich  means the 
pe rpe tua tion  o f e x p lo ita t io n .. . .  
Congressmen and those under 
Congress influence cannot help 
in the  prosecution', o f the  w a r 
w ith  men, money o r m a te ria l.

“ C o n g r e s s  declares again

th a t no th in g  sho rt o f com plete 
independence is acceptable. I n ­
d ian freedom  cannot ex is t w ith ­
in  the o rb it  o f im peria lism , and 
D om in ion o r o the r s ta tus, is 
w-holly inapp licab le  to  In d ia  
and is not in  keeping w ith  the  
d ig n ity  o f a g re a t na tion . I t  
would b ind In d ia  in  many- ways 
to  B r it is h  po lic ies and economic 
s tru c tu re . The people o f In d ia  
alone can properly- shape a  con­
s t itu t io n  th rou gh  a  C onstituen t 
Assem bly on the  basis o f a d u lt 
suffrage, o r de term ine re la tions 
w ith  o ther countries  o f the 
w o rld .”

These s trong  words have, un ­
fo rtu n a te ly , no t been im p lem en t­
ed as y e t by  the  proposed c iv il 
disobedience cam paign. G andhi 
and the r ig h t  w in g  were able to 
stave o ff ac tion  a t the R am garh 
Congress.

In  the fo llo w in g  weeks, how ­
ever, the  g re a t s tr ik e  wave has 
continued to  grow , and provides 
an ever m ore im p era tive  pressure 
fo r  a general co llis ion  w ith  the 
B r it is h  ru lers.

A Letter from a Negro Reader
E d ito r:

I  am a co llege-tra ined Negro, favored w ith  nu­
merous labor, educational and p o lit ic a l experi­
ences th a t have g iven me a keen apprec ia tion  of 
the m any economic problem s fa c in g  the N egro  
people.

A  so lu tion to  the N egro ’s problem  w i l l  never be 
effected u n t il the re  is a concerted e ffo rt toge the r 
w ith  the w h ite  masses o f Labor. Econom ic m alad­
ju s tm e n t a ffects the N egro m ore adversely tha n  
any o ther ra c ia l group.

The A m erican  N egro  has less to  be p a tr io t ic  
fo r  than  any g roup  in  the w o rld . Since the  Socia l­
is t Appeal expresses the in te n tio n  to  r ig h t  some 
o f the  m any w rongs bese tting  the N egro  people, I  
take g re a t in te re s t in  th is  regard.

The fo llo w in g  op in ions on th is  question have 
been form ed in  m y m ind :

1. A m erican  cap ita lism  has used the N egro  to  
re ta in  its  dom inan t status.

2. D iv ide  and Rule has been m ore advantageously 
applied on the N egro  people tha n  on any o the r 
rac ia l group.

3. P erpe tua tion  o f race pre jud ice  preserves those 
in  the upper economic s tra tu m  and d ivides the 
masses o f the  tw o  races in  the low er economic 
s tra tum .

4. The unequal d is tr ib u tio n  o f w e a lth  is the cause 
o f ou r economic chaos.

5. N egro  reactionaries have g re a tly  re ta rded  the 
progress o f the  N egro  people.

6. The hypocrisy  o f the A m erican  w h ite  m an has 
caused N egro  you th  la rg e ly  to  d is tru s t h im  
even in  the  la bo r m ovem ent.

Y ou rs  ve ry  tru ly ,

Chicago, I ll in o is  PO PE TH O M P S O N

P.S.— I  subscribe to  the S oc ia lis t A ppea l and 
dearly  apprecia te  its  fac ts  and frankness.

Congress.
“ The C om m ittee  feels th a t 

the  present p o lit ic a l sta lem ate 
cannot continue fo r  ve ry  long 
and ca lls  upon the m embers o f 
the  Congress Socia lis t P a r ty  
and o ther fe llo w -fig h te rs  to  be 
ready- fo r  the  u tm os t sacrifice 
fo r  the  freedom  o f Ind ia .”

N a ra in  has been sentenced to 
nine m onths im prisonm ent.

S. S. Zaheer, a m em ber o f the 
E xecu tive  C om m ittee o f the Con­
gress S oc ia lis t P a r ty  was a rre s t­
ed a t Luckno w  on M arch  11, also 
under the Defense o f In d ia  O rd in ­
ance. Num erous a rres ts  have oc­
curred o f loca l and p ro v in c ia l 
leaders o f the  Congress, especial­
ly  in  Bengal.
W O R K E R S ’ A N D  P E A S A N T S ’ 
L E A D E R S  A R R E S T E D  
W H O L E S A L E

Rahul S ankra tyan , pres ident­
elect o f the A ll In d ia  K isan  Sabha 
— peasants un ion— was arrested 
a t A llahabad on M arch  15.

On M arch  11, three leaders o f 
the Bom bay T e x tile  W orke rs  U n ­
io n —S. A. Dange, B. T. Ranadive 
and S. S. M iry k a r— were arrested 
under the charge o f c a rry in g  on 
a n ti-w a r propaganda.

S. V. Dehpande, jo in t  secre ta ry 
o f the T e x tile  W orke rs  U n ion  and 
a m em ber o f the Bom bay P ro v in ­
c ia l T rade U n ion  Congress, w h ich  
declared the general s tr ik e  o f 
te x tile  w o rke rs  in  Bom bay was 
arrested on M arch  16. He was 
arrested a fte r  ha v in g  delivered 
tw o  speeches alleged to  be p re ju ­
d ic ia l to  pub lic  order.

La tes t reports  are th a t  R. S. 
N im b ka r, general secre ta ry  o f the 
T e x tile  W orke rs  U n ion, has been 
arrested. He is charged w ith  a 
breach o f the o rder p ro h ib it in g  
m eetings. N im b k a r v is ite d  E n g ­
land la s t A u g u s t where he spoke 
to  the  Lancashire  te x tile  w o rke rs  
and appealed fo r  closer coopera­
tio n  between the In d ia n  T rade 
U n ion  Congress and the B r it is h  
Trade U n ion  Congress.

“ We shall have to  s tru g g le  in  
the  near fu tu re  to  stop the  em ­
ployers ’ offensive aga inst us,”  
he said, “ and we hope the  L a n ­
cashire w o rkers  w i l l  g ive  us 
th e ir  support— fo r  any rise  in  
the  standards o f Ind ian  w o rk ­
ers is bound to  benefit the  L a n ­
cashire w o rke rs  in  the long 
run .”

P O L IT IC A L  G E N E R A L  S T R IK E  
C A L L E D  IN  B O M B A Y

The Council o f A c tio n  o f the 
Bom bay P ro v in c ia l T rade U n ion  
Congress, a t its  m eeting  on M arch  
12, decided to  ca ll a one-day gen­
era l s tr ik e  in  Bom bay on M arch  
18 as a p ro te s t aga ins t the “ a t ­
ta c k  on dem ocra tic  lib e rtie s ”  and 
to  demand the release o f th e ir  
leaders.

L a te s t papers fro m  In d ia  g ive 
us a few  h ig h lig h ts  on the s tr ik e  
o f the 160,000 Bom bay te x tile  
w orkers , w h ich  is s t i l l  go ing on. 
The s tr ik e  was called fo r  M on­
day b u t the w o rke rs  spontaneous­
ly  s tru c k  on Sunday. P icke tin g  
prevented the n ig h t s h if t  fro m  
en te ring  the p lants. A t  least 25 
processions paraded the streets 
and jo ined a mass m eeting  in  the 
evening a t w h ich  a reso lu tion  was 
adopted p ro te s tin g  the  police ban 
on m eetings and processions in 
the labo r areas effective on M on­
day.

N e a rly  90 percent o f a ll m il l 
w o rkers  were ou t on the f ir s t  day 
o f the s tr ike . W orke rs  in  s ix  s ilk  
m ills , abou t 10,000 w orkers, 
s tru c k  in  sym pa th y  w ith  the  te x ­
t ile  w orkers. A  new fea tu re  o f 
th is  s tr ik e  has been mass p icke t 
lines. W om en have been especial­
ly  ac tive  on the p ic k e t lines and 
by 3 p.m. o f the f ir s t  day o f the 
s tr ik e  36 wom en p icke ts  had been 
arrested on charges o f d iso rderly  
behavior o r fo r  breach o f the  po­
lice  o rder p ro h ib it in g  assemblies. 

F ive  hundred te x t ile  w o rke rs  
organized a  one-day hunger 
s tr ik e  in  Bom bay aga inst the

The Struggle for a Proletarian Party
B y  JA M E S  P. C A N N O N  

N a tio n a l S ecre tary, S.W.P.

(T h is  is the th ird  o f a series o f a rtic les  by Comrade Can­
non, to  acqua in t ou r readers w ith  the  p a r ty ’s es tim a te  o f the  
d ispu te  w h ich  arose in  the  p a rty , was debated in  a  seven- 
m onths’ discussion, and was settled  by a  decisive m a jo r ity  a t 
the  T h ird  N a tio n a l Convention, A p r i l  5-9. In  previous issues of 
the  A P P E A L  we published a ll the  M a jo r ity  and M in o r ity  reso­
lu tions. Comrade Cannon’s f irs t  tw o  a rtic les  dealt w ith  the 
w ay in  w h ich, under the  im p a c t o f the  w a r, the  p e tty -b o u r­
geois m in o r ity  had abandoned our p ro g ra m m a tic  stand fo r  
the  defense o f the  Soviet U n ion  and how the  ensuing d ispute 
“ unfolded as a fundam enta l co n flic t w ith  the  F o u rth  In te rn a ­
tio n a l over a ll the  questions o f our program , our m ethod and 
our tra d it io n .”  Comrade Cannon’s a rtic le s  a re  taken  fro m  h is 
pam phlet, published in  the  In te rn a l B u lle tin  before the  conven­
t io n — E d ito rs .)

The Organization Question
As long as the real scope o f the p o lit ic a l and theo re tica l d is­

putes rem ained undeterm ined the ta lk  about the o rgan iza tion  
question con tribu ted , and could con tribu te , no th ing  bu t confusion. 
B u t, now th a t the fundam enta l p o lit ic a l issues are fu lly  c la rified , 
now th a t the tw o  camps have taken  th e ir  position  a long funda­
m en ta l lines, i t  is  possible and perhaps feasible to  take  up the 
o rg an iza tio n  question fo r  discussion in  its  p roper se ttin g  and in 
its  p rope r place— as an im p o rta n t b u t subord inate issue, as an ex­
pression in  o rg an iza tiona l te rm s o f the  p o lit ic a l differences, b u t 
n o t as a sub s titu te  fo r  them .

The fundam enta l con flic t between the p ro le ta ria n  and the 
pe tty -bourgeo is  tendencies expresses its e lf  a t every tu rn  in  ques­
tions o f the p a r ty  organ iza tion . B u t invo lved in  th is  secondary 
co n flic t are no t l i t t le  incidents, grievances, personal fr ic t io n  and 
s im ila r  sm all change w h ich  are a com m on fea tu re  in  the life  o f 
every organ iza tion . The d ispute goes deeper. We are a t w a r w ith  
B urnham  and the B urnham ites over the fundam enta l question of 
the cha rac te r o f the  p a rty . B urnham , who is com ple te ly  a lien to 
the  p rog ram  and tra d itio n s  o f Bolshevism , is no less hostile  to  
its  "o rga n iza tio n a l m ethods.”  He is m uch nearer in  s p ir it  to  Souv- 
arine and a ll the decadents, skeptics and renegades o f Bolshevism  
than  to  the s p ir it  o f Len in  and h is  te rr ib le  “ reg im e.”

B u rn ha m  is concerned f ir s t  o f a ll w ith  “ dem ocra tic guarantees 
aga ins t degenera tion o f the p a r ty  a fte r  the revo lu tion . We are 
concerned f ir s t  o f a l l w ith  bu ild in g  a p a rty  th a t w i l l  be capable 
o f lead ing the revo lu tion . B u rn ha m ’s conception o f p a r ty  democ­
racy is th a t o f a perpe tua l ta lk in g  shop in  w h ich  discussions go 
on fo re ve r and no th in g  is ever f irm ly  decided. (See the reso lu tion 
o f the C leveland Conference!) Consider h is “ new”  in ven tion— 
a p a r ty  w ith  tw o  d iffe re n t pub lic  organs defending tw o  d iffe re n t 
and an tagon is tic  p rogram s! L ik e  a ll the  rest o f B u rn ha m ’s inde­
pendent ideas th a t is s im p ly  a p la g ia r ism  fro m  alien sources. I t  
is  n o t d iff ic u lt  to recognize in  th is  b r i l l ia n t  scheme o f p a r ty  o r­
gan iza tion  a re h a b ilita tio n  o f N o rm an  Thom as’ il l- fa te d  “ a ll in c lu ­
sive p a rty .”

O ur conception o f the p a r ty  is ra d ic a lly  d iffe ren t. F o r us the 
p a r ty  m ust be a com bat o rg an iza tio n  w h ich  leads a  determ ined 
s trugg le  fo r  power. The B o lshevik  p a r ty  w h ich  leads the s trugg le  
fo r  power needs no t on ly  in te rn a l democracy. I t  also requires an 
im perious cen tra lism  and an iro n  d isc ip line  in  action. I t  requires 
a p ro le ta ria n  com position con fo rm ing  to  its  p ro le ta ria n  program . 
The B o lshevik  p a r ty  cannot be led by d ille ta n tes  whose rea l in te r­
ests and rea l lives are in  another and a lien  w orld . I t  requires an 
active  professional leadership, composed o f ind iv idua ls  dem ocra t­
ic a lly  selected and dem ocra tica lly  contro lled, who devote th e ir  en­
t ire  lives to  the  p a rty , and w ho find  in  the p a rty , and in  its  m u lt i­
fo rm  a c tiv itie s  in  a  p ro le ta ria n  environm ent, com plete personal sa t­
is fac tion .

F o r the p ro le ta ria n  re vo lu tio n is t the  p a r ty  is the concentrated 
expression o f his life  purpose, and he is bound to  i t  fo r  life  and 
death. He preaches and practices p a r ty  p a trio tism , because he 
knows th a t h is soc ia lis t ideal cannot be rea lized w ith o u t the pa rty . 
In  his eyes the crim e o f crim es is d is lo y a lty  o r irre s p o n s ib ility  
tow ards the p a rty . The p ro le ta ria n  re v o lu tio n is t is  proud o f his 
p a rty . He defends i t  before the  w o rld  on a ll occasions. The p ro le ­
ta r ia n  re vo lu tio n is t is  a d isc ip lined man, since the  p a r ty  cannot 
ex is t as a com bat o rgan iza tion  w ith o u t disciplne. W hen he finds 
h im se lf in  the m in o r ity , he lo y a lly  subm its  to  the decision o f the 
p a r ty  and carries  o u t its  decisions, w h ile  he aw a its  new events to 
v e r ify  the  d isputes o r new oppo rtun ities  to  discuss them  again.

The pe tty -bourgeo is  a tt itu d e  tow a rd  the p a rty , w h ich  B urnham  
represents, is the opposite o f a ll th is . The pe tty-bourgeo is cha racter 
o f the opposition is shovfri in  th e ir  a tt itu d e  tow ards the p a rty , th e ir  
conception o f the p a rty , even in  th e ir  m ethod o f com p la in ing  and 
w h in in g  about th e ir  “ grievances," as u n fa il in g ly  as in  th e ir  lig h t-  
m inded a tt itu d e  tow a rds  o u r program , o u r doctrine  and ou r t ra d i­
tion .

The pe tty -bourgeo is  in te lle c tua l, w ho w an ts  to  teach and guide 
the  la bo r m ovem ent w ith o u t p a r tic ip a tin g  in  it ,  feels on ly  loose 
ties  to  the p a r ty  and is a lw ays fu l l  o f “ grievances”  aga inst it .  The 
m om ent his toes are stepped on, o r he is rebuffed, he fo rg e ts  a ll 
about the in te res ts  o f the  m ovem ent and rem em bers on ly  th a t 
h is fee lings have been h u r t;  the  re vo lu tion  m ay be im p o rta n t, b u t 
the wounded v a n ity  o f a  pe tty -bourgeo is  in te lle c tu a l is  m ore im ­
p o rta n t. He is a ll fo r  d isc ip line  when he is la y in g  down the la w  to  
others, b u t as soon as he finds h im se lf in  a  m in o r ity , he begins 
to  de live r u ltim a tu m s  and th rea ts  o f s p lit  to  the p a r ty  m a jo r ity .

The leaders o f the opposition are run n ing  tru e  to  type. H a v ing  
rec ited  the  whole dolorous cata logue o f th e ir  p e tty  and inconse­
qu en tia l and m o s tly  im a g in a ry  grievances; ha v in g  been repulsed by 
the  p ro le ta r ia n  m a jo r ity  in  th e ir  a tte m p t to  revise the p rog ram ; 
ha v in g  been called in  socio logical and p o lit ic a l te rm s by th e ir  r ig h t

name— ha v in g  “ su ffe red" a l l these in d ig n itie s— the leaders o f the 
opposition are now  a tte m p tin g  to  revenge themselves upon the 
p a rty  m a jo r ity  by  th re a ts  o f sp lit. T h a t w i l l  no t help them . I t  w i l l  
no t p reven t us fro m  cha rac te riz ing  th e ir  rev is ion is t im p rov isa ­
tions, and show ing th a t th e ir  a tt itu d e  on the o rgan iza tion  queston 
is no t disconnected fro m  th e ir  pe tty -bourgeo is  conceptions in  gen­
era l, b u t s im p ly  a secondary expression o f them.

O rgan iza tion  questions and o rgan iza tion  m ethods are no t in ­
dependent o f p o lit ic a l lines, b u t subord inate to  them . A s  a rule, 
the o rgan iza tiona l m ethods flow  fro m  the p o lit ic a l line. Indeed, 
the whole s ignificance o f o rg an iza tio n  is to  realize a p o lit ic a l p ro ­
gram . In  the  fin a l analysis there are no exceptions to  th is  rule. 
I t  is  no t the o rg an iza tio n— the p a r ty  o r group— w h ich  creates the 
p ro g ra m ; ra th e r i t  is  the  p ro g ra m  th a t creates the o rgan iza tion , 
o r  conquers and u tilizes  an e x is tin g  one. Even those unprinc ip led  
groups and cliques w h ich  have no p rog ram  o r banner o f th e ir  
own, cannot fa i l  to  have a p o lit ic a l p rog ram  imposed upon them  
in  the course o f a s trugg le . W e a re  now w itness ing  an illu s tra t io n  
o f the opera tion  o f th is  la w  in  the case o f those people in  our 
p a r ty  who entered in to  a com b ina tion  to  f ig h t aga inst the “ re­
g im e”  w ith o u t hav ing  any c le a rly  defined p o lit ic a l p rog ram  of 
differences w ith  it .

In  th is  they are on ly  reproducing the  in va ria b le  experience o f 
th e ir  predecessors w ho p u t the  c a rt before the  horse, and form ed 
fac tions  to  s tru g g le  fo r  “ power,”  before the y  had any c lear idea 
o f w h a t they w ou ld  do w ith  the power a fte r  th e y  g o t it .

In  the  te rm in o lo gy  o f the  M a rx is t m ovem ent, unprinc ip led  
cliques o r groups w h ich  begin a s tru g g le  w ith o u t a de fin ite  p ro ­
g ram  have been characterized as p o lit ic a l bandits. A  classic ex­
am ple o f such a group, fro m  its  beg inn ing to  its  m iserable end in  
the  backw a te rs  o f A m erican  rad ica lism , is the group know n  as 
"Lovestoneite8.”  T h is  group, w h ich  took its  name fro m  the charac­
terless adven tu re r who has been its  leader, poisoned and corrupted 
the A m erican  C om m unis t m ovem ent fo r  m any years by  its  u n p rin ­
cipled and unscrupulous fa c tio n a l s trugg les, w h ich  were carried  
on to serve personal a im s and personal am bitions, o r  to  sa tis fy  
personal grievances. The Lovestoneites were able and ta len ted  peo­
ple, b u t the y  had no de fin ite  princ ip les. They knew  on ly  th a t they 
w anted to  con tro l the  p a r ty  “ reg im e.”  A s  w ith  A bem , th is  ques­
tio n  a lw ays occupied f ir s t  place in  th e ir  ca lcu la tions; the “ p o lit ic a l”  
p rog ram  o f the m om ent was a lw ays adapted to  th e ir  p r im a ry  a im  
o f "so lv in g  the o rg an iza tio n  question s a tis fa c to r ily ,"— th a t is, in  
th e ir  favo r.

They were w ild -eyed rad ica ls  and u ltra - le f t is ts  when Z inoviev 
was a t the head o f the  C om inte rn . W ith  the do w n fa ll o f Z inoviev 
and the v io le n t r ig h t  sw ing  o f the  C om in te rn  under B ukh a rin , 
they became arden t B u kh a rin ite s  as q u ic k ly  and ca lm ly  as one 
changes his s h ir t. Due to  an e rro r  in  ca lcu la tion , o r a delay in 
in fo rm a tio n , they  were behindhand in  m a k in g  the sw itch  fro m  
B u k h a rin  to  S ta lin  and the frenz ied  le ft is m  o f the T h ird  Period. 
To be sure, the y  tr ie d  to  m ake up fo r  th e ir  ove rs igh t by proposing 
the  expulsion o f B u k h a rin  a t the p a r ty  convention they con tro lled  
in  1929. B u t th is  la s t dem onstra tion  o f p o lit ic a l f le x ib il ity  in  the 
service o f r ig id  o rg an iza tio na l aim s came too late. T h e ir tard iness 
cost them  th e ir  heads.

T h e ir  po litics  were a lw ays determ ined fo r  them  by ex te rna l 
pressure. A t  the  tim e  o f th e ir  m em bership in  the  C om m unist 
P a rty  i t  was the pressure o f Moscow. W ith  th e ir  fo rm a l expulsion 
fro m  the C om inte rn  a  s t i l l  w e ig h tie r  pressure began to bear down 
upon them , and they  g ra d u a lly  adapted themselves to  it .  Today 
th is  m iserable and iso lated clique, pe tty -bourgeo is  to  the core, is 
tossed abou t by bourgeois dem ocra tic  pub lic  op in ion lik e  a fea th e r 
in  the  breeze. The Lovestoneites never had any independent p ro ­
g ram  o f th e ir  own. They were never able to  develop one in  the 
years since th e ir  separa tion fro m  the o ffic ia l C om m unis t P a rty . 
Today th e ir  paper, the W orke rs  Age, is h a rd ly  d is tingu ishab le  
fro m  a jo u rn a l o f le f t  libe ra lism . A  h o rrib le  exam ple o f the  end 
resu lt o f  unprinc ip led  “ o rg an iza tio na l”  po litics .

The m ost ho rrib le  case o f a ll, w ith  the m ost im m easurab ly t ra g ­
ic  f in a l consequences, is th a t  o f the  “ A n t i-T ro ts k y is t”  fa c tio n  in  
the Russian C om m unist P a rty . I t  is  unquestionable th a t  the S ta lin - 
Z inoviev-K am enev com bination  began its  fa c tio n a l s tru g g le  against 
T ro ts k y  w ith o u t any c le a rly  defined p ro g ra m m a tic  aim . A n d  p re­
cise ly because i t  had no program , i t  became the expression o f a lien 
class influences. The u lt im a te  degeneration o f the S ta lin is t fac tio n , 
in to  a helpless too l o f im p e ria lism  and a m urderous opponent o f 
the  tru e  representatives o f the  Russian revo lu tion , is no t, as ou r 
enemies say, the  log ica l developm ent o f Bolshevism . I t  is ra th e r 
the  u ltim a te  outcom e o f a departu re  fro m  the B o lsh e v ik -M a rx is t 
m ethod o f p r inc ip le d  po litics .

A l l  p ropo rtions  guarded, the  degeneration o f the A be rn  clique, 
fro m  fo rm a l adherents to  the  p ro g ra m  and doctrine  o f M arx ism  
in to  fa c tio n a l supporters o f rev is ion ism , has fo llow ed  the same 
p a tte rn  as the o th e r examples cited. The present ideolog ica l and 
p o lit ic a l hegemony o f B urnham  in  the  opposition  bloc is the m ost 
s tr ik in g  p ro o f o f the  p o lit ic a l la w  th a t groups and cliques w h ich  
have no p ro g ra m  o f th e ir  own become the  in s tru m en ts  o f the 
p rogram  o f others. B urnham  has a  p ro g ra m  o f a sort. I t  is  the 
p ro g ra m  o f s tru g g le  aga ins t the  doctrine , the m ethods and the 
tra d it io n  o f ou r m ovem ent. I t  was on ly  n a tu ra l, indeed i t  was in ­
evitable, th a t  those w ho combined w ith  B u rnham  to  f ig h t aga inst 
the “ reg im e”  should fa l l  under the  sw ay o f h is  p rogram . The 
speed w ith  w h ich  A be rn  accom plished th is  tra n s fo rm a tio n  can 
be expla ined in  p a r t  by  the fa c t  th a t  he has had prev ious expe­
rience in  ideolog ica l b e tra ya l in  the  service o f p ickayune o rgan iza­
tio n a l ends, and in  p a r t  by  the  fa c t  th a t  the  social pressure upon 
o u r p a r ty  is m uch heavier today  th a n  ever before. T h is  pressure 
accelerates a ll developments.

Trotsky Presents 
The Case f o r  
R evolution
T H E  L IV IN G  T H O U G H T S  O F  K A R L  M A R X ,

presented by Leon T ro ts k y . Longm ans, Green 
and Co. 1939. 90c.

*  *  *

There w il l  be no volum e in  the L iv in g  T hough ts  
L ib ra ry  m ore fu l l  o f life  than  th is  condensed 
version o f M a rx ’s economic teachings as he 
expounded them  in  the f irs t  p a r t o f “ C a p ita l”  
and as they are applied to  con tem porary  society 
by T ro tsky .

In  “ C a p ita l”  M a rx  f ir s t  exp la ined the law s 
w h ich  govern the developm ent o f c a p ita lis t econ­
om y. These princ ip les  prov ide the  sc ien tific  basis 
o f the p ro le ta ria n  re v o lu tio n a ry  m ovem ent fo r  
socialism .

M a rx ’s m ethod o f h is to r ic a l m a te ria lism  dem­
onstra tes its  p ra c tica l s u p e r io r ity  over r iv a l th e ­
ories by its  pow er o f p red ic tion . Have M a rx 's  doc­
tr ine s  stood the tes t o f tim e  ? In  h is in tro d u c tio n  
T ro ts k y  essays to  answer th is  question w ith  p a r­
t ic u la r  reference to  the developm ent o f A m erican  
economy.

On the basis o f the la w  o f la bo r value, the 
p rim e re g u la to r o f c a p ita lis t economy, M a rx  p re ­
dicted th a t free, progressive com pe titive  c a p ita l­
ism  w ould  necessarily g ive w ay to  rea c tion a ry  
m onopolis t forces in  the  la t te r  stages o f c a p ita lis t 
development. Today in  every m a tu red  c a p ita lis t 
cou n try  we see m onopoly ca p ita l ru lin g  in d u s try , 
finance, po litics . In  the U n ite d  S tates where com ­
p e tit io n  was frees t and m ost extensive .m onopoly 
cap ita lism  has ascended to skyscrap ing  he ights. 
A  few  hundred in te r lin ke d  w e a lth y  fam ilies , ow n­
in g  over th re e -fifth s  o f the n a tion a l w ea lth , con­
tro l the economic and p o lit ic a l lives o f 140,000,- 
000 people.

Predictions Ridiculed, But 
Come True

Alongside th is  unprecedented concen tra tion  o f 
w e a lth  a second p red ic tion  o f M a rx  has been 
rea lized: “ the theo ry  o f increas ing m ise ry .”  The 
g ro w in g  im poverishm ent o f the wage-earners, the 
exp ro p ria tio n  o f the a g r ic u ltu ra l w orkers, the  
a rm y  o f perm anent unem ployed swollen each year 
b£ fresh legions o f young  recru its , the reduction  
o f liv in g  standards demanded by w a r o r the  p re­
pa ra tions fo r  w a r— a ll these phenomena are liv in g  
proofs o f M a rx ’s thesis th a t cap ita lism  breeds 
m ise ry  fo r  the  masses in  p ro p o rtio n  as i t  enriches 
th e ir  p lu to c ra tic  masters.

H ow  m any tim es have bourgeois economists 
and th e ir  echoers in  the labo r m ovem ent rid icu led  
M a rx ’s s ta tem ents concern ing the decline o f the 
m iddle classes! Here T ro ts k y  po in ts  ou t how the 
concen tra tion  o f cap ita l has invo lved a steady 
d im in u tio n  in  the economic im portance o f the 
p rope rtied  m iddle s tra ta  and in  th e ir  re la tive  
share o f the na tiona l income. The "new  m iddle 
class,”  w h ich  has arisen beside the old ou t o f the 
g ro w th  o f the technica l professions, has even less 
c la im  to  an independent economic and p o lit ic a l 
pos ition  in  present-day society. W here cap ita lism  
has been unable to  e lim ina te  m iddle-class ele­
m ents, i t  has degraded them  w ith o u t lim it .  “ The 
m iddle class is n o t p ro le ta rian ized  on ly  because i t  
is  pauperized.”

Crises, said M a rx , were essentia l and inescap­
able phases o f the cyc lica l m ovem ent o f c a p ita lis t 
economy and could no t be avoided under ca p ita l­
is t  conditions. They would g row  progressive ly  
worse, w o rk in g  g re a te r havoc to  the system . N o t 
a t a ll, re to rte d  the apolog ists fo r  cap ita lism , 
crises are s im p ly  sym ptom s o f g ro w th  w h ich  
w ou ld  cease when ca p ita lism  reached m a tu r ity .

The crises th a t  have shaken cap ita lism  since 
the f irs t  w o rld  w ar, and especia lly since 1929, 
have decided th a t  a rgum en t also in  M a rx ’s favo r. 
The c a p ita lis t system  lurches fro m  one economic, 
p o lit ic a l, social cris is , to  the n e x t— and its  m ost 
devoted defenders no longer dare p re d ic t an end 
to  these crises.

War and Revolution
M a rx  no t on ly  fo re to ld  the ca tas troph ic  collapse 

o f cap ita lism , now being enacted before o u r eyes. 
He also fo resaw  its  end. The exp rop ria to rs , we 
read on the las t page o f th is  book, w ou ld  be ex­
p ro p ria ted  by the popu la r masses w ho had every­
th in g  to  ga in  and no th in g  to  lose. T h is  p red ic tion , 
po s itive ly  rea lized by  the Bo lshevik  revo lu tion  o f 
1917, has been ne ga tive ly  confirm ed by the in ­
a b il i ty  o f the  c a p ita lis t class to  find  any enduring  
so lu tion  fo r  its  ow n problems.

Fascism  and the N ew  Deal, says T ro ts k y , are 
b u t tw o  m ethods em ployed by c a p ita lis t reaction  
to  stave o ff the  inev itab le  soc ia lis t revo lu tion . The 
m urderous m ethod o f Fascism  is f irs t  adopted by 
the poorer c a p ita lis t powers. N ew  D ealism  is the 
p riv ile ge d  p o licy  o f the r ic h  a r is to c ra tic  im p e ria l­
isms, above a ll, th a t o f the  U n ite d  States.

These a lte rn a tiv e  polic ies fo r  the preserva tion  
o f decaying cap ita lism  reveal th e ir  com m on bank­
ru p tc y  and insane ba rba rism  in  the second com­
ba t between the im p e ria lis t sta tes fo r  possession 
o f the  w orld .

To stop th is  senseless s laughter, to  sub s titu te  a 
planned economy fo r  the e x is tin g  economic chaos, 
and to  g ive m ank ind  a  fresh  s ta rt, the  w o rk in g  
masses m ust, and w ill,  le a rn  to  abolish p r iva te  
ow nersh ip o f the means o f p roduction , f ir s t  on a 
na tiona l and f in a lly  on a w o rld  scale.

Get w o rke rs  in te rested  in  o u r m ovem ent to  
read th is  book. Here is the case fo r  the  soc ia lis t 
re vo lu tio n  b r i l l ia n t ly  and b r ie fly  presented by the 
g reatest l iv in g  in te rp re te r o f M arx ism .

L iv in g  T h o u g h ts  
of M arx

By LEON TROTSKY
can  be o b ta in e d  f r o m
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Fight with the Socialist Workers 
Party for:

1. A  JO B A N D  A  D E C E N T  L IV IN G  F O R  E V E R Y  
W O R K E R .

2. O P E N  T H E  ID L E  F A C T O R IE S  —  O P E R A T E  
T H E M  U N D E R  W O R K E R S ’ CO NTRO L.

3. A  T W E N T Y  - B IL L IO N  D O L L A R  F E D E R A L  
P U B L IC  W O R K S  A N D  H O U S IN G  PRO G RAM .

4. T H IR T Y  - T H IR T Y — $30 - W E E K L Y  M IN IM U M  
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8. A  P E O P L E ’S R E F E R E N D U M  O N A N Y  A N D  
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9. NO SE C R E T D IP L O M A C Y .

10. A N  IN D E P E N D E N T  LA B O R  P A R T Y .

11. W O R K E R S ’ D E F E N S E  G U A R D S  A G A IN S T  
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12. F U L L  S O C IA L, P O L IT IC A L  A N D  E C O N O M IC  
E Q U A L IT Y  FO R  T H E  N EG R O  P E O P LE .

The SUP and N M U
The Sailors Union o f the Pacific has come 

through again w ith a victory. Despite all that the 
shipowners and the U.S. Maritime Commission 
could do, despite the treachery o f the Bridges 
machine which divided the waterfront crafts and 
preached its “ Five Year Peace Plan”  when strike 
votes were needed, the strike machinery of the 
Sailors gained its objective. A  flat raise o f ten 
dollars a month and ten cents an hour overtime 
raise fo r all ratings were wrested from the ship­
owners by the Sailors in a struggle in which the 
Sailors had to fight a lone battle.

I f  the Sailors had to fight alone, nevertheless 
their victory was not fo r them alone. The fact is 
that the SUP has won a victory for all seamen 
on both coasts. I t  was a foregone conclusion that 
i f  the shipowners were compelled to give in to 
the SUP demands, that would set a standard for 
the SUP’s sister unions on the Pacific aboard 
ship— the Marine Firemen and the Cooks and 
Stewards. But the SUP also won the wage raise 
fo r the National Maritime Union on the East 
Coast.

Last January the National Maritime Union 
signed a poor contract fo r a two-year period, ef­
fective to Sept. 30, 1941, w ith  a provision for 
reopening o f the wage clause on July 1 o f this 
year. In  other words, the wage clause still had 
two months to run, and what’s more nobody in 
the N M U  leadership had made a peep about get­
ting tough w ith the shipowners on July 1.

A t 11 a.m., Friday, A p ril 26, the Pacific ship­
owners capitulated and conceded the SUP’s de­
mands. The next day Joseph Curran, president 
o f the National Maritime Union, “ requested an 
opportunity to reopen the wage clause at once, 
saying that a wage increase granted to West 
Coast seamen would create a dangerous differen­
tia l”  (New Y ork Times, May 1). The N M U  got 
a raise now for only one reason: the SUP had 
set the standard.

Even the Stalinists couldn’t wiggle around this 
fact, but had to adm it: “ The granting o f a $10 
raise to West Coast seamen, speeded the move to 
bring a similar raise here.”  (D a ily Worker, May 
1).

Every East Coast and Gulf seaman should 
ponder this fact, that he has the m ilitant SUP 
membership and leadership to thank fo r his 
raise. He should ponder it because it is the suffi­
cient answer to all the vile slanders which the 
Stalinist leadership o f the N M U  has heaped up­
on the SUP. He should ponder it  because this 
victory is an inkling o f what the American sea­
men could have, i f  they were united in one na­
tional seamen’s union fighting on the basis o f a 
m ilitant program like that o f the SUP. I f  the 
sheer militancy and intelligent strategy o f the 
5000 members o f the SUP could win such a 
victory for all seamen on both coasts, what could 
be done by the same militancy, the same strategy, 
i f  every seaman’s strength were mobilized in one 
united union!

The wage raise fo r the N M U  is by no means

as securely established as that of the SUP. The 
jo in t statement o f the shipowners and Curran 
merely termed it “ temporary additional compen­
sation.”  What does that mean? I t  means that the 
SUP still carries the brunt o f the battle— as long 
as the SUP can maintain its wages and condi­
tions, the East Coast shipowners are not likely to 
withdraw the “ temporary additional compensa­
tion” — just that long and no longer.

This situation simply reveals more clearly 
what has been true fo r a long time— that the 
m ilitant SUP establishes the standards aboard 
ships and the N M U  gets some o f the gravy w ith­
out working for it. Not all the gravy, not by far. 
West Coast conditions aboard ship are far su­
perior to the East Coast, because the union h ir­
ing hall is the O N L Y  hiring hall on the West 
Coast, whereas on the East Coast the N M U  lead­
ership didn’t fight back and permitted the U.S. 
Maritime Commission to establish its fink halls. 
Moreover, a clause in a contract means only what 
the union makes it to mean. Whereas the SUP 
sees to it that every clause gives the Seamen ev­
erything it  can mean, the N M U  leadership, cor­
rupted by Stalinism to the core, makes every 
conceivable concession to the shipowner i f  only 
he w ill help them collect dues.

Yet these same Stalinist scoundrels have had 
the gall to attempt to poison the minds o f the 
workers against the SUP and its leadership. 
W ith  all the resources at the command o f Stalin­
ism, they have sought to destroy the SUP. The 
latest victory o f the SUP is an annihilating 
answer to the Stalinists.

Behind the Lines
WAR IS NOT A WHODUNNIT MYSTERY; 

WE KNOW WHO'S GUILTY
B y  G EORGE S TE R N

Slip of the Tongue
Last Tuesday at a hearing o f the Interstate 

Commerce Commission occurred one o f those 
slips o f the tongue which reveal to the Ameri­
can workers and to the whole people how far 
our rulers have gone in planning to plunge us 
into war.

George C. Randall, head o f the general com­
mittee on port traffic o f the Association o f 
American railroads, revealed in his “ slip”  that 
plans are already complete fo r embarking 2,000,- 
000 American soldiers or more onto ships in 
New York harbor on their way to overseas war 
fronts.

Here is the account as given in the New York 
Hcraid -Tribune:

“ The witness had mentioned that shipments 
in the harbor currently were at two-thirds o f 
the W orld W ar peak and that, through his com­
mittee’s planning, no congestion had occurred.

‘Weren’t the conditions then complicated by 
embarkation o f a large army?’ M r. Hickey 
asked.

‘Yes,’ replied M r. Randall.
‘Something like 2,000,000 troops embarked 

from New York? ’
‘I  believe so.’
‘That same condition, o f course does not ap­

ply now?’
No, but we have the plans set up,’ M r. Ran­

dall said.
‘To move 2,000,000 men?’ asked M r. Hickey.
‘To move whatever number may be neces­

sary,’ M r. Randall responded.
The subject was dropped immediately.”

W hen crooks fa l l  out, m ost o f 
I the  dope they  begin to  s p ill about 
each o th e r is  usu a lly  true . The 
same goes fo r  the im p e ria lis t w ar, 
w h ich  is a fa ll in g  o u t o f crooks 

| on a grand scale.
The N azis issued on A p r i l  27 

I a series o f documents w h ich  they  
said the y  had seized in  N orw ay. 
These1 docum ents included d e ta il­
ed B r it is h  a rm y  orders and naval 
in te lligence reports  w h ich  showed 
th a t the  A llie s  had planned to 
invade N o rw a y  on A p r i l 6 and 7 
and were o n ly  fo resta lled  by the 
speedier moves o f the N azis them - 

I selves.
A cco rd in g  to  these docu­

ments, B r it is h  troops were ac­
tu a lly  a lready  en rou te  to  N o r­
w ay on A p r i l  6. I t  is  cla im ed 
th a t the  Nazis, m o v i n g  in, 
bombed and sank a num ber o f 
B r it is h  tra n sp o rts  w h ich  had 
g o t w ord  too la te  to  tu rn  back 
on A p r i l 8.
The docum ents de ta il espionage 

I w o rk  ca rried  o u t over a period o f 
m onths by the  B r it is h  p re lim in a ry  
to  invasion. In  v iew  o f w h a t 'ac­
tu a lly  happened, von R ibbentrop 
was p robab ly  being iro n ic  when 
he said the B r it is h  “ had prepared 
every de ta il o f the la nd ing  and 
dep loym ent o f troops in  an aston­
ish ing ly  system atic  w ay th rou gh  

I an espionage o rgan iza tion . . .
I t  was the  N azis who showed 

the w ay to  the  B r it is h  in  me­
thods o f  being “ as ton ish ing ly

system atic ”  in  m a tte rs  o f espi­
onage and p re pa ring  an in va ­
sion. T h is  is  a case o f the  k e tt le  
c a llin g  the  po t b lack. The N azis 
s im p ly  proved themselves be t­
te r  spies, b e tte r o rgan izers o f 
an invasion. A n d  they  moved 
fas te r. The N orw eg ians were 
s im p ly  sacrificed to  the  neces­
s ities o f the  be llige ren t im per­
ia lis t  general s ta ffs.

F rom  ou t o f the maze o f cha rg ­
es, counter-charges, denials, and 
counter-denia ls, o n e  t h i n g  
emerges p re tty  p la in ly . B o th  
sides had deta iled and lo ng -p re ­
pared plans fo r  f ig h tin g  th e ir  b a t­
tle  across N ow ay. W hen the s tra ­
teg ic  m om ent a rrived  bo th  sides 
tr ie d  to  p u t th e ir  plans in to  oper­
ation. The N azis g o t there  firs t.  
The A llie s  a re  s t i l l  t r y in g  to  
ca tch  up and fro m  a ll accounts so 
fa r  aren ’t  do ing  too w e ll.

A n d  i t  is  p robab ly  because 
they  are n o t do ing so w e ll th a t 
om inous ta lk  is  beg inn ing to  
come o u t o f London about 
s ta r t in g  the  w a r in  the  a ir . A u ­
gu r, who pu ts  o u t m ost o f the  
B r it is h  governm ent fee lers in  
th is  cou n try , sent a  d ispa tch to  
the  N ew  Y o rk  T im es on A p r i l  
29 w h ich  conta ined a  s tro n g  
h in t  th a t Cham berla in  and 
C h u rc h ill m ig h t t r y  to  w a rd  off 
c r it ic is m  o f th e  N o rw eg ian  set­
backs by opening up an ae ria l 
offensive aga ins t G erm any i t ­
self.

The A llie s  have so fa r  wanted 
H it le r  to  take  upon h im se lf the 
onus o f “ s ta r t in g ”  the w a r in  the 
a ir  aga inst the b ig  c itie s  and in ­
d u s tria l centers. L ik e  H itle r ,  they 
have been w ill in g  to  accept a ta c ­
i t  live -an d -le t- live  po licy  in  th is  
dangerous domain.

They m ay be t r y in g  now to  
goad H it le r  in to  s ta r t in g  fo r, 
as A u g u r cyn ica lly  pu ts it ,  
“ th a t would c la r ify  the  in te rn a l 
position here. . . .  O f course the 
f ir s t  Germ an ra id  on London o r 
P a ris  o r any o the r B r it is h  or 
F rench  c iv ilia n  center would 
a b ru p tly  end hu m a n ita ria n  in ­
h ib itions . T h e  Cham berla in 
doubts and m in is te r ia l troub les 
w ou ld  disappear.”

In  th is , as in  the invasion o f 
N o rw a y  o r the w a r as a whole, 
i t  is  n o t a question o f who 
“ s ta rts ”  it .  The w a r, and a ll the 
invasions and ba rba rities , a ll the 
s la ug h te r and hunger, is  an erup­
tion  o f c a p ita lis t soc ie ty  itse lf. 
Nobody ever th in k s  o f ask ing  who 
“ s ta r ts ”  the  convulsions fa r  be­
low  the e a rth ’s surface w h ich  h it  
us in  the fo rm  o f earthquakes o r 
vo lcan ic eruptions. W e know  they 
are “ s ta rte d ”  by  deep-ly ing  and 
deep-m oving processes w ith in  the 
ea rth  itse lf.

So w ith  the  w a r. To the  
w o rke rs  o f the  w o rld  a ll the  
ru le rs  o f a ll the  powers are 
equa lly  responsible fo r  th is  boss 
w a r. W ho s ta rts  th is  o r th a t  Is 
a  m a tte r o f chance. W h a t we 
have to  ge t a t  is  the  ro o t o f 
w a r its e lf— and th a t  is  the  cap­
i ta l is t  system  o f p r iv a te  p ro ­
p e rty  and p ro fit. D e s troy  th a t 
and you ’l l  p u t o u t the  fires  o f 
w a r. The w o rld  w i l l  be a safer, 
saner place on ly  when the cap i­
ta l is t  volcano is extingu ished 
forever.

In the World of Labor
By Paul G . Stevens:

Birds of a Feather
A  revolutionary anti-war program M U S T 

say: The warring imperialist powers are all 
equally reactionary in their war aims. Lenin 
taught us the importance o f that proposition. He 
showed how any program that starts making dis­
tinctions between the imperialists ends up eventu­
ally by supporting one of the imperialist powers.

Apply this acid test to two o f the “ anti-war”  
programs— those o f the Communist party and 
the Norman Thomas Socialist party.

The Stalinists reveal their cloven hoof in their 
May Day manifesto, when they say: “ Conse­
quently British imperialism has today become the 
chief center o f world reaction and the chief in­
stigator for extending the imperialist war into a 
world war.”  I f  B rita in is the “ chief,”  that means 
Nazi Germany is less reactionary, less o f an in­
stigator o f war— and serves to ju s tify  support of 
Nazi' Germany.

Norman Thomas reveals where he is going 
when, commenting on the war resolution adopted 
by his recent convention, he says: “ By no means 
do we Socialists who take this position (against 

• American entry) affirm equality of guilt o f all 
belligerents, or that there is no difference be­
tween imperialism, or that we don’t care who 
wins. We do not say what we would do i f  we 
were caught in the tragic position o f English or 
French Socialists. . . .”  {The Call, A pril 27) 
From this, to saying that America has reached 
the same “ tragic position”  as Thomas’ war-mon- 
gering comrades o f England and France, is but 
a step.

Norman Thomas and the Stalinists are calling 
each other hard names these days. But they are 
birds o f a feather. They are simply on different 
sides in the war.

British Trotskyist Reports 
On the Struggle in his Country

W e had the pleasure th is  week o f m eeting  face 
I to  face w ith  a B r it is h  comrade. H is  re p o rt un­
covered a mass o f in fo rm a tio n  th a t  has never ye t 
seen pub lic  p r in t .  W e sub m it he rew ith  a  few  
notes jo tte d  down h a s tily  by o u r comrade fro m  
B r ita in ;  fu r th e r  notes w il l  be published n e x t 

| week:
“ A m ongst the  T rade Unions, the  desire fo r  

I m ore m il ita n t  leadership is m a k in g  its e lf  m an i­
fes t. T h is  can be best shown by the  fa c t th a t in  
ce rta in  trades and industries  the  w o rke rs  them ­
selves have a lready set up th e ir  own jo b  o rgan­
izations. The R a ilw a y  V ig ilance  C om m ittee m ove­
m ent, the Shop S tewards m ovem ent in  the en­
g ineering  trades, and the tendency tow a rds  g ro w ­
in g  c r it ic is m  o f the rea c tion a ry  L a bo u r and T.U . 
leaders are a ll ind ica tions o f the  g ro w in g  con- 

I sciousness o f the  B r it is h  w orkers.

“ The Second Im p e r ia lis t W a r finds the w o rk - 
I ers fo r  the m ost p a r t  apathe tic . There is a com­
plete absence o f jingo ism  and a genuine desire fo r  
peace, b u t as yet, th is  has n o t developed a p o lit ic -  

| a l character. Thus, the  pe tty -bourgeo is  P.P.U. 
(Peace Pledge U n ion ) and the pa c ifis t section o f 

I the I.L .P . are fo r  the m om ent ga in in g  s treng th . 
A t  a la te r  stage the  F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l groups 
w i l l  increase th e ir  s treng th , to  replace the in flu ­
ence o f the pac ifis ts  w ith  a m il ita n t,  re v o lu tio n - 

| a ry  a n ti-w a r movem ent.
"R e : the  o ffic ia l L a b o r P a r ty :  the  S ta lin is t 

I fra c tio n  w o rk in g  w ith in  the  La bo r P a r ty  have 
been w ith d ra w n  th ro u g h  the  collapse o f P opu la r 
F ron tism , w ith  the re su lt th a t genuine re vo lu tio n ­
is ts  can now w o rk  b e tte r in  the L a b o r P a r ty  fo r  

| the o ve rth row  o f the N a tio n a l Governm ent.

“ The conscientious ob jecto r tr ib u n a ls  have a l- 
1 ready dea lt w ith  over 10,000 objectors. T h is  shows 
th a t the re  is w idespread opposition to  the w a r 
am ongst the you th. The grounds o f ob jection  
s ta ted are show ing a g ro w in g  p o lit ic a l conscious- 

| ness am ong the masses.
“ The La bo ur League o f Y ou th , who are, o r 

I were, an a u x ilia ry  to  the La bo ur P a rty , are m ost­
ly  adherents o f the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l and are 
p u ttin g  up a  s trong  f ig h t aga inst Y oung Com­
m un is t League fakers, especia lly in  the  la rge  fa c ­
tories. The L .L .Y . has qu ite  a fe w  m em bers on 

| the  Y ou th  A d v iso ry  Councils o f ce rta in  unions.

“ The spokesmen o f the  N a tio n a l G overnm ent 
have a lready warned the  w o rke rs  th a t an y th in g  
in  the na tu re  o f a rise in  wages corresponding 
w ith  prices need no t be expected. T h is  has given 
rise to  g re a t resentm ent and even the Labour 
P a r ty  has been forced to  re g is te r a  p ro te s t fo r  
the sake o f saving th e ir  faces.

"The N o-C onscrip tion  League is a p a c ifis t body 
w ith  an I.L .P . tin g le  and has been active  in  the 
e lectora l cam paigns. There have been tw o  recent 
by-e lections fo r  P a rlia m e n t held, in  sp ite  o f the 
p o lit ic a l “ tru ce ”  w h ich  the  Labour P a r ty  decided 
upon so th a t the w a r could be carried  on w ith o u t 
‘obs tru c tion .’ In  one e lection, the secre ta ry  o f the 
B r it is h  C.P., H a rry  P o llit t ,  was u t te r ly  defeated. 
T h is  e lection was fo u g h t in  B attersea, London, 
w h ich  was the f ir s t  constituency in  E ng land  to 
re tu rn  a C om m unist in  1924.

“ The o the r election was held a t M anchester, the 
Conservatives w in n in g  the seat. The s ig n ifica n t 
fa c t about th is  election was th a t a S ta lin is t who 
opposed the w a r was defeated a long w ith  an 
I.L .P .e r. However, the  I.L .P .e r po lled 5000 votes 
and the C.P.er ju s t over 1000.

“ I  w o rked  in  m il i ta ry  camps and spoke to 
young re c ru its  and found th a t they  are de fin ite ly  
no t concerned w ith  the w a r and ‘sm ashing Fas­
cism .’ There are various com p la in ts  abou t food, 
equipm ent and res tr ic tio ns  placed upon the  c iv i l­
ia n  popu la tion  because o f general rise  in  prices 
and no corresponding rise  in  wages.

“ Scores o f reso lu tions have been sent in  by un ­
ions ca llin g  fo r  an im m edia te  in te rn a tio n a l con­
ference and also to  ca ll the  w a r  o ff— b y  the  N o rth  
W ales D is tr ic t  R a ilroad  C ouncil, South W ales 
M iners  Fed., the  Dundee Jute  W orkers , G lasgow 
Dockers, etc., etc.”

Chinese Section Unanimous for 
Political Position of S.W.P.

W e pub lish  he re w ith  an e x tra c t fro m  a le t­
te r  o f M a rch  18 received fro m  China, fro m  a 
lead ing m em ber o f the C om m unist League of 
China, Section o f the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l:

“ The Russian events caused a d iv is ion  in  the 
ranks  here, b u t now  its  m ore o r  less com ­
posed. A f te r  lo ng  and earnest debates . . . the 
re ten tion  o f ou r old pos ition  o f uncond itiona l 
defense f in a lly  trium phed, leav ing  an opposi­
tio n a l m in o r ity  o f one in  the C en tra l C o m m it­
tee— and he has now come over. W e had set­
tled  the  question when the f ir s t  m in o r ity  docu­
m ents a rrive d  fro m  the U S A .L a te r came L .D .’s 
con tribu tions  to  the discussion. W e a ll fe lt  
g ra tifie d  th a t, unaided, we had a rrived  a t a 
co rrec t position. A nd even m ore so, a t the 
fresh  dem onstra tion  o f the incom parable ad­
vantages o f the  M a rx ia n  m ethod. I  w i l l  con­
fess th a t I  was som ewhat amazed a t the ideo­
log ica l ba n k ru p tcy  w h ich  the m in o r ity  docu­
m ents displayed. Such m iserable a rgum enta­
tio n  we have n o t seen in  ou r ran ks  in  m any a 
long day.”

Gorkin Greets— the Party which 
Endorsed Crushing of Barcelona

O ur c e n tris t frien ds  seem to  have a kna ck  fo r  
supp ly ing  b it te r  iro n y  in  the spectacle they m ake 
o f themselves.

W e read in  the S oc ia lis t C a ll o f A p r i l  20:
“ F rom  the Spanish Socia lists in  exile  came 

gree tings ( to  the  SP convention) in  the  person o f 
Ju lia n  G ork in , secre ta ry  o f the  PO UM , whose 
m em bers were decim ated in  the  L o y a lis t s trugg le  
by both F ranco Fascists and S ta lin is ts .”

Is  i t  no t indeed odd to  see the  representative 
o f the PO U M  (W orke rs  P a r ty  o f M a rx is t U n ific a ­
t io n ), w h ich  pa rtic ip a te d  on the side o f the w o rk ­
ers’ barricades in  the 1937 M ay  D ay s trugg le s  a t 
Barcelona, h a ilin g  the convention o f the SP? A t  
th a t tim e, the  SP brazen ly  endorsed the  S ta lin is t 
ac tion  o f c rush ing  these same barricades in  blood 
T h e ir fe llo w  m em ber o f the Second In te rn a tio n a l 
La rgo  Caballero, was then sha ring  his govern 
m en ta l po rtfo lio s  w ith  the  henchmen o f the 
K rem lin .

Nay, i t  is  m ore tha n  odd, i t  is  m ore tha n  iro n ica l 
I t  is  s im p ly  a desecration o f the  m em ory o f the 
heroic P O U M  m ilita n ts  w ho la id  down th e ir  lives 
in  th a t s trugg le . T h e ir s p ir it  was present a t the 
convention o f the S ocia lis t W orke rs  P a rty , o f the 
T ro tsky is ts , w ho u n flin ch in g ly  sided w ith  the 
Barce lona barricade figh te rs , no t on ly  aga inst the 
S ta lin is ts  bu t— we were then in  the SP— against 
N o rm an Thom as and Co. T h e ir s p ir it  was repre­
sented a t ou r convention by G rand izo-M unis, the 
F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a lis t m il ita n t  w ho rem ains 
true  to  his fa lle n  comrades in  Spain and carries 
on th e ir  f ig h t, n o t w ith  th e ir  be trayers  b u t w ith  

. th e ir  comrades everywhere.

Death Penalty for French "Com­
munists is Decreed by Government

A  U P  d ispa tch fro m  P aris  on A p r i l  28 carries 
the fo llo w in g  re p o rt:

“ To a id  the  police in  th e ir  hard  f ig h t  aga ins t 
an underground organ iza tion  possessing in ­
num erable clandestine p r in t in g  shops, thous­
ands o f agents in  the  pu b lic  services and fa c ­
tories, the governm ent recen tly  in s titu te d  the 
death pe na lty  fo r  Com m unists and o ther 
‘w reckers ’ .”

B u t, in  re a lity , the death pe na lty  h its  n o t so 
m uch a t the K re m lin ’s tools w ho head the F rench 
C.P., bu t a t  the devoted and se lf-sa c rific in g  ra n k  
and file  m ilita n ts  w hom  the y  have deceived and 
ten tim es betrayed. F o r the leaders can a lw ays 
escape to  Moscow, b u t the  masses o f lo ya l J im m y  
H igg inses have no re fuge anywhere. M ore than 
th a t, the  new decree— the d ispa tch also ta lk s  o f 
o the r "w recke rs ”  (read: re v o lu tio n is ts )— is d i­
rected no t m ere ly  a t the  C om m unist ra n k  and 
file , b u t also aga ins t the v a lia n t pa rtisans  o f the 
F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l as w e ll as aga ins t a ll o th e r 
active  a n ti-w a r figh te rs .

Refugees Forced  
To J o in  A rm y  
I n  F ra n c e

(R ecen tly  the  F rench  governm ent announced 
th a t G erm an a n ti-N a z i refugees in  F rance  were 
no longer be ing k e p t in  concen tra tion  camps.
The S oc ia l-D em ocra tic  F edera tion ’s “ N ew  Lead­
er,”  the  Jew ish “ D a lly  F o rw a rd ”  and o the r w a r 
m ongerers o f the  “ dem ocra tic ’ v a r ie ty  proceeded 
to  adduce the  F rench  action  as another exam ple 
o f the  v ir tu e s  o f dem ocracy. Ju s t w h a t was in ­
volved in  th e  F rench  decision, however, is  re­
vealed by  the  fo llo w in g  re p o rt received fro m  our 
comrades in  F rance— E d ito rs .)

*  *  *

PA HIS, M arch , 1940— The concen tra tion  camps fo r  
G erm an refugees in  F rance have been liqu ida ted. 
T h e ir fo rm e r occupants have e ith e r departed fo r  ser­
v ice in  A fr ic a  in  the F o re ign  Legion o r have been in ­
terned in  special camps pend ing th e ir  in co rpo ra tion  
in  the forced labo r brigades.

On Septem ber 5, 1939, whep the ca ll fo r  G erm an 
refugees to concentra te was published, thousands o f 
refugees storm ed the gates a t the Colombe S tad ium . 
M ost o f them  had to  decide to  serve F rance in  one 
fash ion o r another and a ll were o f the op in ion th a t  i t  
was a m a tte r  o f s if t in g  o u t the  N azis am ong the 
refugees—w h ich  could no t la s t m ore than a fe w  days.

Treated Like Criminals
Even a t the ve ry  entrance to the S tad ium , the re fu ­

gees began to  rea lize th e ir  m is take . F o r the y  were 
trea ted lik e  im prisoned crim ina ls . K n ives and blades, 
sa fe ty  razors, stiluses, in s tru m en ts  fo r  opening tins, 
pocke t search ligh ts, etc., were confiscated. N o u rish ­
m en t consisted o f bread and paste fo r  fifte e n  days. In  
the S tad ium , sleeping qu a rte rs  were set up under 
the open skies, in  sp ite  o f the w o rs t k in d  o f w eather.

The Germ an doctor, w ho was responsible to  the 
F rench  m edica l service and to whom  the refugee doc­
to rs  were subord inate, was a N azi. In  the course o f 
fifte en  days a t the Colombe S tad ium , where the f irs t  
ba tch o f men fro m  18 to 50 years o f age and the 
second batch o f men fro m  51 to 68 were in terned, two 
men had to  be evacuated to  insane asylum s. F ro m  the 
Colombe, the in ternees were sent to  B lo is  and set up 
in  a  c ircus ten t. I t  was on ly  fro m  here th a t the y  were 
f in a lly  a f te r  ten days d is tr ib u te d  to  m ore o r less 
perm anent camps.

These sm all camps con ta in  each about 300 refugees 
and are ins ta lled  in  sm all v illages. The internees sleep 
on th in  layers o f s tra w  in  granges and barns, w ith o u t 
e le c tr ic ity , w ith o u t w indows, and have as th e ir  on ly  
sources o f l ig h t  and a ir  the entrance door. U p  to  th is  
m om ent no m edica l exam ination  has been undertaken 
and the s ick  and su ffe ring , have been confined am ong 
those w ho are w e ll. A n  in firm a ry , is  ins ta lled  in  a 
sm a ll abandoned house and the on ly  means th a t  i t  has 
a t its  disposal are those w h ich  the in ternees can p ro ­
cure themselves. A t  the  head o f the in f irm a ry  is a 
refugee phys ic ian  w ho enjoys n e ithe r power o f evacu­
a tin g  those g ra ve ly  i l l  n o r o f fu rn is h in g  them  hos­
p ita liz a tio n . A  F rench  m il ita ry  doctor in  charge v is its  
the cam p once in  three to  five  days, fo r  abou t five  
m inu tes to  a q u a rte r o f an hour. A f te r  tw o  m onths 
o f in te rnm e n t, obvious tu b e rcu la r cases, ep ileptics, 
com plete w a r inva lids , had n o t been evacuated.

Forced into the Foreign Legion
F rom  the f ir s t  week o f in te rn m e n t on, a m ost in ­

tense pressure was exercised upon the in ternees to 
accept five years en ro llm en t in  the F o re ign  Legion. 
T h is  pressure was in tensified  m ore and m ore ; those 
in te rned  were trea ted  by  the com m and officers o f the 
cam p and his officers as “ enem y sub jects ’ and “ d ir ty  
Huns.”

U nde r the  p re te x t th a t i t  was a  m a tte r  o f vo lun­
ta ry  service some o f the  men, in c lu d in g  those i l l ,  were 
le n t o u t to the peasants as fa rm hands and a g r ic u ltu r ­
a l w o rke rs  and re tu rned  to  the  cam p w ith o u t pay, 
w ith o u t clothes, com plete w recks.

In  Novem ber, the appeal fo r  a five  yea r en ro llm en t 
was reduced in  fa v o r o f en ro llm en t fo r  the  d u ra tio n  
o f the  w a r. The s itu a tio n  in  the camps was a lm ost 
in to le rab le  because o f the cold, the m enacing w in te r 
and the ever m ore in tens ive  pressure exerted upon 
the in ternees who feared th a t  measures o f oppression 
w ou ld  be in troduced  aga ins t th e ir  fam ilies . Thus some 
enrolled in  the  F o re ign  Leg ion  fo r  A fr ic a n  service. 
They were sent to  t ra in in g  camps. O thers who re ­
fused to  do service o r were incapable o f it ,  were sent 
to  special camps fo r  d o u b tfu l elem ents where they 
now a w a it th e ir  in co rp o ra tio n  in  the forced labo r 
brigade.

A n  IN S  d ispa tch states th a t  the  F in n ish  people 
are so g ra te fu l fo r  H e rb e rt H oover's e ffo rt in  ra is in g  
funds fo r  th e ir  re lie f th a t th e y  have incorpora ted  in to  
th e ir  language a new w ord, “ H o ove ri” , w h ich  means 
an unexpected g if t .  B u t the  add ition  to  language fo r  
w h ich  he 'll go down in  h is to ry  is “ H o ove rv illes ” .

* * *

A rchb ishop  John G regory  M u rp h y  called democ­
racy  “ a C h ris tia n  concept o f governm ent”  in  a  ta lk  
a t the m o n th ly  m eeting o f the M inneapo lis K n ig h ts  
o f Columbus. I ' l l  take  m y  dem ocracy pla in . A t  least 
here one can vote (som etim es) fo r  the candidate one 
w ants ; w h ile  in  the C h ris tia n  “ K ingdom  o f Heaven”  
the ru le rs  are se lf-appoin ted and hold office in  per­
p e tu ity .

*  *  *

W hen P rim e  M in is te r C ham berla in  inspected the 
B r it is h  forces in  F rance  he created a sensation when 
he refused to  take  tim e  o ff fo r  tea. “ In  these days,”  
he said, “ I  haven’t  tim e  to  take  tea. I t  seems to  me 
I  have los t the h a b it.”  W e ll, everyone changes his 
hab its  d u rin g  w a rtim e : the  bosses and th e ir  stooges 
lose tea ; the w orke rs , th e ir  lives.

*  *  *

"W A R  O V E R  RUSS O IL  F IE L D S  B Y  T U R K S  FO R  
A P R IL ”  is  the  heading o f a s to ry  by  E dw ard  K en­
nedy, A P  correspondent a t Is ta n b u l, T u rkey . I  
th o u g h t the o n ly  reason w a r w ou ld  be waged aga inst 
the  S oviet U n ion  w ou ld  be in  the ho ly  name o f de­
m ocracy and to  save the w o rld  fro m  C om m unism !

*  *  *

M rs. W a lte r  D. L a m a r o f M acon, Ga., president- 
general o f the  U n ite d  D aughte rs  o f the  Confederacy, 
is b it te r  aga ins t W in s to n  C h urch ill, f i r s t  lo rd  o f the  
B r it is h  a d m ira lty , fo r  lik e n in g  the  cause o f the South 
in  the  C iv il W a r to  th a t  o f N a z i G erm any in  the  
present w a r. “ I t  is  an in s u lt,”  says M rs. La m ar, to  
com pare the  southern  sta tes w ith  H it le r  and h is  po l­
ic ies.”  B u t  w e ’ve g o t a b e tte r come-back. The B r it is h  
governm ent was pro-S outh .


