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INDUSTRIAL MOBILIZATION -  FOR WHAT?
G M  Bolder Under 
War Drive Impetus

Begins Cracking Down With Direct 
Aid of FBI to Weaken Union's 
Hand in Negotiations

D E T R O IT — General M o to rs  C orpo ra tion  is c ra ck in g  down on 
the  w o rke rs  in  num erous p lan ts  th ro u g h o u t the  coun try , con tinu ing  
its  p o licy  o f in tim id a tio n  and provoca tion  in  order to  weaken the 
hand o f the  union in  the  c u rre n t negotia tions.

The place th a t  the  Roosevelt a d m in is tra tio n  is  in d ica tin g  fo r  the 
au to  in d u s try  in  i ts  w a r plans— ne x t to  steel, the  key place— ap
pa ren tly  has g iven GM  added boldness to  s lug aw ay a t the  union 
A nd the federa l governm ent is cooperating . A  v iv id  p ro o f o f the 
w ay in  w h ich  the  New  Deal has^> 
been trans fo rm e d  in to  the  W ar
Deal is th a t, where labo r “ con
c ilia to rs ”  appeared a yea r ago, 
F B I  agents tu rn  up now, openly 
coopera ting  w ith  the  corpora tion .

In  D e tro it  F leetw ood Body, the  
m anagem ent a ttem pted  th is  week 
to  create chaos by d e live rin g  an 
u ltim a tu m  to  the  un ion com m it
tee th a t  s tandards m ust be in 
creased by 25% by the end o f 
the week.

In  the T e rns ted t p la n t in  D e t
ro it, the be llige ren t m anagem ent 
las t week abolished the re s t per
iod r ig h ts  fo r  wom en w orkers, 
r ig h ts  w h ich  the women w o rkers  
have received fo r  years.

F B I Helps C orpora tion
C a rry in g  th ro u g h  th e ir  in t im i

da tion  cam paign, GM has been 
f in g e rp r in t in g  a ll employees in  
the A llis o n  D iv is io n  o f the D e t
ro it  C adillac Company. In  th is  d i
v is ion, w h ich  m anufactu res a ir 
plane m otors fo r  the  GM  A llis o n  
Com pany o f Ind iana, F B I  agen ts 
have been hang ing  around the  de
pa rtm en ts  and have been keeping 
ou t a ll un ion organizers.

SEE E D IT O R IA L .
(Page 4)

CHI. MILKMEN 
ON PICKET LINE 
ONCE AGAIN

In  F lin t  South F isher, a speed
up cam paign has been in it ia te d  
w h ich  has k e p t the  un ion on its  
toes every m in u te  o f the day. T h is  
cam paign o f p rovoca tion  g rew  so 

(Continued on Page S)

C H IC AG O , M ay 21— Chicago’s 
m ilk  d rive rs  are ou t on the  p icke t 
line  fo r  the  second tim e  in  a 
m on th . Engineers, o ile rs  and fire 
men in  the  m ilk  p lan ts  are ou t in 
sym pa thy  w ith  the  d rive rs , pa ra 
ly z in g  the  bosses.

A lre a d y  89 companies have 
signed the new co n tra c t proposed 
by  the  union.

In  a novel and effective  move 
w h ich  bo th  streng thens the  f ig h t 
aga inst the  basses and provides 
m ilk  fo r  the consumers, th e  d r iv 
ers are to  purchase m lk  d ire c t 
fro m  fa rm ers, ta ke  i t  to  ugtqniged 
da iries fo r  p ro cess ing ,/then  de
liv e r  i t  to  re g u la r customers. T h is  
m ilk  sells a t ten  cents a q u a rt—  
three cents under the  t ru s t  p rice  
fo r  home de live ry.

The fa rm ers  are a ll fo r  th is  
step and have forced A r th u r  H. 
Lauterbach , General M anager o f 
the Pure M ilk  A ssociation, to  
support it ,  despite his h o s t il ity  to 
the un ion— a c tu a lly  he doesn’t  
represent the fa rm ers  b u t the 
dealers.

(C ontinued on Page S)

Dubinsky War Stand 
Threatens Fate of 
Union Itself

Behind the Lines
Roosevelt Seeks to Make Intervention Now 

Seem More Palatable to Workers
= = ^ =  by  G EORGE S T E R N

The b lin d in g  “ to ta l"  w a r un
leashed in  W estern Europe has 
no t on ly  crushed the lives o f hun 
dreds o f thousands o f men and 
whole countries. I t  has also 
b ro ug h t c ru m b lin g  down a good 
m any notions abou t the  w a r in  
general and the perspectives 
offers fo r  the near fu tu re . One 
th in g  is ce rta in : to  the ru le rs  o f 
th is  cou n try  the rum b le  o f H i t 
le r ’s m otorized d iv is ions across 
the N etherlands, B e lg ium , and 
N o rth e rn  F rance have fo r  the 
f irs t  tim e  a c tu a lly  opened up the 
p o ss ib ility  o f an A llie d  defeat. 
The N ew  Y o rk  H e ra ld -T ribu ne  
la s t week declared b lu n tly  th a t 
A m erican  w a r plans m ust be 
made w ith  th a t contingency p r i
m a r ily  in  m ind.

Thus, instead o f envisaging 
A m erican  in te rven tion  a t  the  
side o f the  A llie s  fn Europe, the  
press and po litic ia n s  are begin
n ing  to  rea rrange  th e ir  w a r p ro 
paganda to  f i t  the  m ore te r r i f y 
in g  prospect o f a  N a z i conquest 
o f Europe fo llow ed even tua lly  
by an invasion o f the  W estern 
hemisphere, p robab ly  v ia  South 
A m erica , w ith  Japan cooper
a tiv e ly  a tta c k in g  in  the  P aci
fic. T h is  was the  m a in  burden 
o f the  case as i t  was presented 
by P resident Roosevelt in  h is  
fir.yt open w a r speech to  the 
Congress la s t Thursday.

Can H it le r  a c tu a lly  in f l ic t  a 
m il i ta r y  de feat upon the A llie s  
despite th e ir  superio r economic 
resources? The answ er is p rob
ab ly  in  the  a ffirm a tive . I t  is qu ite  
possible to  envisage a Germ an 
v ic to ry  in  th is  phase o f the  w ar. 
B u t i t  rem ains on ly  the opening 
phase o f the w a r. H i t le r  m ay w in  
his w ay to  the  channel and even 
occupy P aris  b u t i t  is  do u b tfu l 
w he the r his knockou t b low  can

in  th is  sing le  swoop, as W inston 
C h u rch ill said in  h is rad io  speech, 
destroy arm ies o f m illio n s  o f men 
equipped w ith  weapons a lm ost as 
m odern a lthough  no t qu ite  as nu
m erous as G erm any’s. N e ith e r 
can i t  destroy the  B r it is h  fleet. 
To s tr ik e  a t the res t o f the A n g 
lo -F rench  em pires he w i l l  have to  
have the help o f I ta ly  and Japan 
and w i l l  have to  f ig h t A m erican  
im peria lism .

These th in gs  a ll s t i l l  add up 
to  a  long, long  con flic t, a  con
f l ic t  on a  vas t w o rld  scale even 
la rg e r tha n  the  present in it ia l 
g re a t ba ttles . B litz k r ie g  o r no 
b litz k r ie g , the perspectives o f 
th is  w a r m u s t s t i l l  be counted 
in  years, no t in  m onths o r 
weeks.

T h a t is w h y  the  sudtlen pan
ic k y  propaganda over here 
m ust be regarded p r im a r ily  as 
an a tte m p t to  m ake A m erican  
in te rven tion  in  the  w a r In E u r
ope seem lik e  a  lesser and ne
cessary ev il to  the  A m erican  
masses.
Roosevelt &  Co. m ay re a lly  be 

w o rrie d  w he the r they  can c a rry  
ou t th is  in te rven tion  speedily and 
e ffec tive ly  enough to  save the  
s itu a tio n  once m ore fo r  the  A l
lies.

B u t such in te rven tion  is the  
rea l purpose o f the  “ defense”  
p rogram , the  w h ipp in g  up o f 
the  new “ preparedness”  d rive , 
and the  beg inn ing o f the  cam 
pa ign to  ram  in d u s tr ia l m o b il
iz a tio n  down the  th ro a ts  o f the 
A m erican  w orkers . F ir s t  move 
is  the  ta lk  o f suspending opera
t io n  o f the  W alsh-H ealey A c t  
and rem ov ing  e x is tin g  m eager 
safeguards fro m  wages and 
hours o f w o rke rs  in  the  p r in c i
pa l in d u s tr ia l lines needed to  
tra n s fo rm  the  co u n try  in to  an 
arm ed camp.

The F o r t ie th  A nn ive rsa ry  Con
ven tion  o f the  In te rn a tio n a l Lad 
ies G arm en t W orke rs  U n ion  opens 
M onday afte rnoon , M ay  27, a t 
M adison Square Garden in  New  
Y ork .

Opening under the  shadow o f 
the  d rive  to  stampede A m erica  
in to  the  w a r, the decisions o f the 
In te rn a tio n a l, representing  250,- 
000 men and women w o rke rs  in  
the  wom en’s w ear trades, w i l l  
have an im p o rta n t bearing  on the 
general trend  o f the  labo r move
m ent.

I f  the  D ub insky  leadership, as 
is  an tic ipa ted , com m its  the  union 
to  the  Roosevelt p ro -w a r po licy, 
the  convention is lik e ly  to  be con
verted in to  l i t t le  m ore tha n  a 
th ird - te rm  ra lly  fo r  Roosevelt, 
pushing aside the pressing p rob
lems o f the w orkers, as happened 
in  the  just-concluded A m a lg a m a t
ed C lo th ing  W orke rs  convention.

B u t i f  th a t happens, i t  means 
the In te rn a tio n a l w i l l  begin s lid 
in g  down the h ill,  down tow ard  
the po in t o f v ir tu a l collapse 
w h ich  i t  stood a t in  1932. F o r 
despite a ll its  num erica l g row th , 
the In te rn a tio n a l is  now faced 
w ith  a dangerous s itua tion .

The gains made by  the  m il ita n t  
N ew  Y o rk  w o rke rs ,, w ho shed, 
th e ir  blood on a thousand p icke t 
lines, are being s y s te m a tica lly  
w h ittle d  aw ay yea r b y  year. On 
paper the  New  Y o rk  m a rk e t is 
s t i l l  com m itted  to  re la tiv e ly  good 
con tra c ts  —  b u t w h a t m eaning 
ha\fle these con tracts  when so 
m uch o f the w o rk  is d isappearing 
fro m  N ew  Y o rk , le av in g  a g rea t 
p a rt o f the w o rke rs  in  the indus
t r y  here w ith o u t em ploym ent ? New  
Y o rk ’s ladies ga rm en t w o rke rs  
su ffe r no t o n ly  the burden o f un 
em ploym ent w h ich  w o rke rs  in  
every in d u s try  are faced w ith , 
b u t also th is  add itiona l burden 
fro m  the decen tra liza tion  o f the 
in du s try .

N o r do the w o rke rs  in  o ther 
p a rts  o f the cou n try  benefit fro m  
th is  decen tra liza tion . The m agnet 
w h ich  d raw s aw ay  the m anufac
tu re rs  fro m  N ew  Y o rk  is in fe ro r 
wages and conditions. W here the 
m anu fac tu re rs  move, they  repeat 
the  ho rro rs  w h ich  in  fo rm e r years 
made th e ir  New  Y o rk  sweatshops 
so in fam ous.

Needs F undam enta l Solution
A l l  m ake sh ifts  p rev ious ly  a t

tem pted by the In te rn a tio n a l 
have fa iled  to  solve th is  problem  
I t  has become clear th a t the F o r
t ie th  A n n ive rsa ry  Convention can 
solve th is  problem  on ly  by a fu n 
dam enta l and d ra s tic  decision.

One “ so lu tion ”  be ing consid
ered by some people is ce rta in ly  
d ra s tic  enough— i t  w ou ld  eventu
a lly  destroy the union. T h is  is to 
lo w e r the wages and the w o rk in g  
conditions o f the N ew  Y o rk  w o rk 
ers down to  the conditions in  the 
o u t-o f-to w n  shops. T h a t would 
stop the m ig ra tio n  fro m  New  
Y o rk — b u t i t  would also p u t an 
end to  the union.

The so lu tion  lies the  o th e r w ay 
around— to  b rin g  the  o u t-o f-to w n  
shops up to  the  ra tes and s tand
ards o f the  N ew  Y o rk  shops. 
T hat, however, requires f ir s t  o f 
a ll, the o rgan iz ing  o f the  ou t-o f- 
tow n shops. The fa c t  is  th a t a 
dangerous ly-la rge p a r t o f the  in 
d u s try  n a tio n a lly  s t i l l  rem ains 
unorganized. T h is  demands th a t 
the In te rn a tio n a l launch a m il i
ta n t o rgan iza tion  cam paign to  o r
ganize a ll com pe titive  ou t-o f- 
tow n  shops and sign agreem ents 
aim ed a t b r in g in g  the  wages and 
w o rk in g  conditions o f those w o rk 
ers up to  the rates o f the New 
Y o rk  shops.

Need S tandard Agreem ents 
One m a jo r obstacle in  o rgan

iz in g  those now  unorganized is 
th a t i f  a s tr ik e  were called today 
in  any lo c a lity , the effectiveness 
o f the  s tr ik e  can be nu llified  be
cause buyers can purchase th e ir  
ga rm en ts  o r have them  m anufac
tu red  in  ano the r lo c a lity , a s itu - 

( Continued on Page 2)

Across the battlefields of Western Europe 
we are once more being given ghastly proof 
that this capitalist system we live under is 
capable only of destruction, blinding,, horrify
ing, all-inclusive, total destruction.

Roosevelt's speeded-up drive to mobilize the 
industry of this country to build war planes,
guns, and battleships is a drive heading us straight and 
fast into the same agony now being suffered by the peoples 
o f Europe.

The capitalist system built a great industrial plant, nur
tured great scientific advances, and provided the mechanical 
means o f giving life and plenty to the people o f the entire 
world.

Unable to continue giving life and work because it has 
grown too big to continue functioning on the basis o f 
national barriers, private property and private profit, the 
system has been converted by the rival groups o f masters 
— German, French, British— into one vast machine o f de
struction.

Now it is America’s turn to jo in in the welter of death 
and destruction.

For over ten years the huge and wonderful industrial 
machine o f this country has been operating by fits and 
starts.

During all these years millions o f men were going around 
anxious to find work. But idle factories and idle men could 
not get together. The machines rusted. The workers grew 
old and lost their skill. The young workers had no oppor
tunity to acquire a trade.

The employed also suffered. Their wages were cu t; they 
could not be kept at work steadily because the market for 
the products -they. created jwas reduced by unemployment!

Now and then there Vi*» a spurt o f economic activity. 
Under the Roosevelt regime, at certain times, the produc
tive machine revived— but only for short intervals.

Tt was under the Rooseelt regime that the plan was in
troduced on a really large scale o f paying farmers for not 
producing.

The working masses, subjected to tremendous suffering 
under the Hoover regime, were grateful for the slight im
provement in their lot under the Roosevelt regime. But 
under Roosevelt as well as under Hoover factories re
mained idle.

Roosevelt has had almost eight years. The industrial 
machine could not be made to function efficiently.

But soon we shall see that same machine function and 
produce.

And w ill the masses, as a result o f the increased pro
duction have their living standards improved? By no

Black Troops Bearing 
Brunt of First Rush 
of Nazi War Machine

F rance ’s b lack colon ia l slaves 
are bearing the b ru n t o f the f irs t  
battles.

R. W a lte r M erguson, w a r co r
respondent fo r  the P itts b u rg h  
C ourie r, N egro  newspaper, cabled 
fro m  Paris, M ay  13:

“ B lack  soldiers fro m  the A f 
rican  colonies o f F rance were 
sped by m o to r th rou gh  n o rth 
w estern Luxem bourg  and east
ern F rance  to  meet the  on
com ing G e r m a n  w a r m a
chines . . .

“ The m a in  body o f F rench 
troops were held in  reserve fo r  
mass m aneuvers aga ins t the 
N azis should they g e t by the 
de lay ing  tac tics  o f the  F rench 
Senegalese.”
In  o th e r words, the b lacks have 

pushed in  to  take the  heaviest 
blows o f the N azi w a r machine 
a t the peak o f its  s treng th .

In  F eb ru a ry  there  were a lready 
320,000 Senegalese troops a t the 
fro n t, w ith  a to ta l o f a m illio n  
to  come, o u t o f a popu la tion  o f 
eighteen m illio n  in F rench  W est 
and E q u a to ria l A fr ic a . O the r m il
lions are to  come fro m  the  N o rth  
A fr ic a n  possessions, populated 
m a in ly  by A rabs and Berbers.

In  the la s t w ar, F rance had fo r  
the en tire  w a r fa r  few e r Sene
galese tro o p s —200,000.

C IO  Leaders Take 
Pro-War Stand

Lewis Wants "Share" 
In Roosevelt's 
War Drive

John L. Lew is answered Roose
v e lt ’s p ro -w a r moves la s t week 
by— lin in g  up w ith  the w a r
mongers.

Scheduled to  de live r an a n t i
w a r, an ti-R ooseve lt speech d u rin g  
one o f the ea rly  sessions o f the 
Steel W orke rs  O rgan iz ing  Com 
m itte e  convention, m eeting  in  
Chicago, M ay 14-17, he sent a 
te legram  cancelling the  speech. 
F or, ta k in g  advantage o f the 
la te s t events in  Europe, Roosevelt 
had begun his w a r drive, and 
Lew is was com ing to  heel.

Lew is then made a scheduled 
address to  the A m algam ated  
C lo th in g  W orke rs  convention

Murray Gives Jingo 
Tone to SWOC 
Convention

IBEW PICKETS 
CON-EDISON 
POWER PLANT

means.
■ For the industrial machine w ill be functioning to produce 

airplanes fo r destructive purposes, bombs, shells, battle
ships, anti-aircraft cannons— everything fo r  war, death, 
destruction.

Did Roosevelt, ever since he has been elected, set the 
wheels into motion to produce more food, more clothing, 
more housing? He made gestures and the results were woe
fu lly  inadequate.

I f  the industrial machine were geared for the production 
of goods fo r the people to eat more and better food, to 
clothe and house themselves decently, there would not be a 
single person who would lack anything.

But this is certain: our industrial machine under the 
capitalist system cannot be made to function to improve 
the standard o f living— it can be made to function only to 
produce instruments o f death.

For there is no profit in producing fo r the use o f the 
people. There is no necessity to pr.oduce for the use o f the 
people. Capitalism is unable to produce fo r the purposes of 
peace.

What a united effort, what tremendous energy the own
ers and managers o f industry are capable o f exerting when 
they are called upon to do so to produce armaments, we 
shall soon see. They who were ready to tear Roosevelt limb 
from limb are ready to support him wholeheartedly and 
answer his clarion call for 50,000 planes, for more battle
ships, for more cannon.

The destitution o f millions for over ten years do not act 
as an incentive to set the wheels o f industry into motion. 
Only the fear o f a strong capitalist rival and preparation 
fo r war furnished the incentive.

Is any further proof necessary that capitalism has 
reached the ultimate in decay, that it  must be destroyed root 
and branch ? I t  is a system which, in the words o f Winston 
Churchill, leader o f British imperialism, offers to the mass
es nothing but “ toil, sweat, tears and blood.’ ’

I t  cannot produce fo r life  but only for death. The work
ers o f the world must destroy this system which is capable 
o f bringing them only death.

In te rn a tio n a l B rotherhood 
E le c tr ic a l W orkers, Local 3, 
w a g in g  a s tr ik e  aga ins t the Con
solidated Edison Com pany a t the 
39th S tree t pow er p lan t, w h ich  
involves several years w o rk  on a 
m odern ization p ro ject. M em bers 
o f Local 3, w h ich  has fo r  m any 
years had th is  k in d  o f w o rk , were 
denied the job. Instead the w o rk  
is be ing done by Consolidated E d 
ison employes.

Local 3 w o rks  a s ix -hou r day, a 
th ir ty -h o u r  week, and a wage- 
scale on a tw o  d o lla r an hour 
basis.

The Independent Brotherhood, 
the un ion”  th a t the com pany has 
form ed, w o rks  under an e igh t- 
hour day, and the wage-scale is 
fro m  sevents cents to  $1.10.

C o m p a r e  t h e  d iffe rence! 
There is the  answer to  the  
q u e s t i o n  o f d isc r im in a tio n ! 
T h is  is  w h a t the  w o rke rs  o f L o 
ca l 3 are f ig h t in g  fo r :  Decent 
w o rk in g  hours, a decent l iv in g  
wage.
In  com m enting  on the s tr ik e , 

Van A rsdale, business agen t o f 
Local 3, said: “ W e are hopefu l 
th a t th is  s tr ik e  w i l l  awaken the 
30,000 employees o f the com pany 
to the rea liza tion  th a t  they are 
pa id  fa r  below the wage level 
w h ich  the com pany can w e ll a f 
fo rd .”

Here is some in fo rm a tio n  th a t 
m ig h t be o f in te res t to  the Inde
pendent B ro therhood m embers 
now w o rk in g  on the  lo w  wage 
scale: The assets o f the Consoli
dated Edison Co., in  p ro p e rty  and 

(Continued on Page 3)

M ay 17. T h a t convention was 
m ore ap p ro p ria te  place fo r  Lew is 
to  m ake the tra n s itio n  back to  
the Roosevelt w a r camp. In  C h i
cago he w ould have been a t a 
convention under the con tro l o f 
his lieu tenan t, M u rra y , and his 
speech would have been a com 
plete som ersault. Speaking a t the 
H illm a n -co n tro lle d  convention, in  
the ra b id ly  pro-Roosevelt a tm os
phere cooked up by the A m a lg a 
m ated leadership, he was able to 
m ake the  tra n s itio n  m ore “ grace
fu l ly . ”

H is  speech was in  s ta rk  con
tra s t w ith  the  speeches he has 
made in  recent m onths.

y  - - _  • - v

N o W ord  A b o u t Roosevelt
He made n o t a  single reference 

to  Roosevelt. Gone was the s lig h t
est h in t o f the stand, b reak ing  
w ith  Roosevelt, th a t he had taken  
so d ra m a tic a lly  on Janua ry  31 a t 
the U n ited  M ine W orke rs  conven
t io n  and repeated a t in te rva ls  
since.

“ A s  the cu rre n t yea r opens 
the  D em ocra tic  P a r ty  is in  de
fa u lt  to  the  A m erican  people. 
A f te r  seven years o f power, i t  
finds Its e lf  w ith o u t so lu tion  fo r  
the  m a jo r questions o f unem 
p loym ent, low' na tiona l income, 
m ou n tin g  in te rn a l debt, in 
creasing d ire c t and consum er 
ta x a tio n  and res tr ic te d  fo re ign  
m arke ts . There s t i l l  ex is ts  the  
same na tiona l unhappiness th a t 
i t  faced seven years ago. . . .
In  the  Congress the  u n re s tra in 
ed b a it in g ' and de fam ing  o f la 
bor by the D em ocra tic  m a jo r ity  
has become a pastim e, never 
sub ject to  rebuke by  the  t i tu la r  
o r ac tu a l leaders o f th e  p a rty .”  
T h a t ’s w h a t Lew is had said on 

Jan ua ry  31. L a s t week he had 
rubbed th a t out.

On Feb. 1 the U n ite d  M ine 
W orke rs  convention had adopted 
a reso lu tion  sha rp ly  w a rn in g  the 
Roosevelt a d m in is tra tio n  “ th a t 
labo r w ants no w a r . . . and w ill 
hold to  s t r ic t  a c co u n ta b ility  any 
statesm an who departs  fro m  th is  
po licy .”  The reso lu tion  w en t on 
to  demand th a t the  governm ent 
“ w ith ho ld  the  lend ing  o f any 
money, o r the  p a rtic ip a tio n  e ith e r 
d ire c tly  o r in d ire c tly  in  the  w ars  
now go ing  on In Europe and 
A s ia .”

C H IC A G O , M ay  18— The con
ven tion  o f the  Steel W orke rs  O r
gan iz ing  C om m ittee  w h ich  m e t in  
Chicago fro m  M a y  14 to M ay  17 
revealed s ta r t l in g  devlopm ents 
w ith in  the  steel union. The leader
sh ip  ind ica ted q u ite  c le a rly  th a t  
Its  purpose and a im  was to  show 
the  A m erican  steel ca p ita lis ts  
th a t the  SWOC was a  respectable 
and innocent o rgan iza tion . The 
stand w h ich  the y  too k  on such 
v ita l issues as the  w a r, the  s ix - 
hour day, and the  C o n s titu tio n a l 
Convention exposed th is  danger
ous and su ic ida l trend .

T h rough  its  appointed resolu
tions  com m ittee , the  leadership 
forced th rou gh  a  p a tr io t ic  w a r 
reso lu tion w h ich , a lth ou gh  i t  gave 
lip -serv ice  to  the  a n ti-w a r sen
tim e n ts  o f the  w orkers , then p ro 
ceeded to  guarantee uncond ition
a l support to  A m erican  im p e ria l
ism . “ O u r  c o u n t r y  r ig h t  o r 
w ro ng ”  was the  slogan p u t fo r th  
by the  reso lu tion ; and in  defend
in g  th a t  slogan, P h ilip  M u rra y , 
S.W.O.C. C ha irm an, declared th a t  
the  steel un ion had to  demon
s tra te  its  readiness to  support 
the governm ent.

In  bold term s, the  reso lu tion 
sta ted  th a t  th e  S.W.O.C. would 
suppo rt the  A m erican  govern
m en t in  A N Y  emergency. W h ile  
o ffic ia ls  gave p a tr io t ic  speeches 
in  fa v o r  o f  such a  reso lu tion, the 
demands fo r  su p p o rtin g  a popu la r 
re ferendum  on w a r, w h ich  was 
adopted by  the  1937 convention, 
w ere  g iven the cold-shoulder and 
the convention was h u rr ie d ly  
pushed on to  the ne x t o rder o f 
business.

(C ontinued on Page 3)

New York Taxi Strikers Take 
Poll as Strike Enters 5th Week

S ix  thousand N ew  Y o rk  ta x i 
d rive rs  now  on s tr ik e  aga ins t the 
Parm elee and T e rm in a l ta x i com 
panies, the tw o  m a jo r fleets in  
the c ity , in  a f ig h t fo r  the  closed 
un ion shop and increased com 
m issions, w e n t to  the po lls on 
M ay  21 and ”22 in  a S tate Labo r 
R e lations Board  election to  de
cide th e ir  co llective  ba rga in ing  
agency.

The s tr ike , w h ich  s ta rted  A p r i l 
24th and is  now go ing in to  its  
f i f th  week is 90% effective. I t  
was called by the  T a x i Branches» 
o f the T ra n sp o rt W orke rs  U nion, 
CIO, and has behind i t  the force 
o f its  60,000 bus d rive rs , s ta tio n  
m asters, conductors, and shop 
men.

In  add ition  to  the re g u la r p ic k 
e tin g  a t cen tra l po in ts, the union 
has carried  on mass p icke ting . 
I ts  g reatest dem onstra tion  was 
held before the W o rld ’s F a ir, 
where 1,500 s tr ik in g  hackies ca r
ry in g  signs and cha n tin g  “ T e r
m in a l and Parm elee are on s tr ik e ”  
paraded up and down the bridge 
in  f ro n t  o f the  m a in  entrance 
w h ile  five hundred o th e r p ickets 
dem onstra ted before o th e r en
trances.

The men are b it te r  aga ins t the 
boss press w h ich  is c a rry in g  on a 
conspiracy o f s ilence aga ins t the 
ta x i d rive rs  and com ple te ly  ig 
n o rin g  th e ir  ac tiv itie s .

C o n s titu tio n a l C onvention 1942
In  o rder to  re ta rd  the g ro w in g  

sen tim en t fo r  a C o n s titu tio n a l 
Convention, C ha irm an M u rra y  
proposed th a t such a convention 
be called in 1942. Nevertheless, a 
num ber o f lodges insisted th a t i t  
be called by  1941.

F in a lly , M u rra y  too k  the floo r 
h im se lf, made a  personal issue 
o f the m a tte r, and w ith  the aid  o f 
the re a c tio n a ry  hand-ra isers, sub
dued the opposition.

S ix  H o u r D ay Evaded 
A s  a so lu tion  fo r  unem ploym ent, 

the leadership proposed a con
ference o f business, labor, fa rm , 
and governm ent leaders. N o p ro 
g ra m  fo r  estab lish ing  the six  
ho u r day was even m entioned. 
W ith in  the P o licy  C om m ittee, the 
s ix -h ou r day was declared to  be 
" im p ra c tic a l a t the present t im e .”  

However, a ra n k -an d -file  dele
gate raised the issue fro m  the 
floor, and a  h e a rty  response fo l
lowed. Delegate a fte r  delegate 
rose to  support the s ix  hour day 
demand. Once more, M u rra y  h im 
se lf too k  the  floo r, s ide-tracked 
the issue, and a ttem p ted  to  dam p
en the s p ir it  o f the ran k-an d -file  
delegatep. A s  is the usual case, 
the m a tte r  was f in a lly  le f t  up to 
the S.W.O.C. s ta ff fo r  fina l action.

O pposition G row ing

A  g ro w in g  opposition  to the 
po lic ies o f the leadership was 
qu ite  d iscern ib le, e s p e c i a l l y  
am ong delegates fro m  la rge  steel 
p lan ts. T h rou gh ou t the  du ra tio n  
o f the convention, the  o ffic ia ls  
were nervous, j i t te r y ,  and i r r i 
table. A t  the ve ry  opening o f the 
f ir s t  session, M u rra y  w arned a- 
ga in s t caucuses, b u t the m ilita n ts  
pa id no heed. S tern  measures 
were taken aga ins t the  m ilita n ts , 
b u t th e y  showed no signs o f being 
the least b it  shaken. A s  events 
continue to  ha un t the leaders, 
th is  opposition w i l l  con tinue to  
g ro w  in  in fluence and effective
ness.

A  deta iled s to ry  and an 
analysis o f th e  SW OC conven
tion  w i l l  appear in  ne x t week’s 
issue. Don’t  m iss i t !

F IV E  (5 ) C E N TS
gyP '

Capitalism Can Offer 
Only Destruction

ILGWU MEETING 
UNDER SHADOW 
OF WAR DRIVE
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Write to us—tell us what’s going on in your part of the 
labor movement—what are the workers thinking about.—tell 
us what the bosses are up to -a n d  the G-men and the local co ps -  
and the Stalinists—send us that story the capitalist press didnt 
print and that story they buried or d is torted-our pages 
to you. Letters must carry name and address, but indicate i f  you 
do not want your name printed.

LA. Workers Alliance 
In Job Agency Move
E d ito r:

The W orkers  A lliance  in  Los 
Angeles has s ta rted  an em ploy
m en t service to  place its  mem 
bers on jobs in  p r iva te  in dus try . 
The m ain  reason fo r  th is  move 
seems to be to  convince a tew  
re lie f bureaucrats and w h ite  co l
la red c r it ic s  th a t the-unem ployed 
are no t lazy  and u n w illin g  to 
w o rk !

B u t regard less o f w h a t these 
enemies o f the unem ployed th in k , 
i t  w ou ld  be m uch be tte r fo r  the 
W A A  to  s tic k  to  its  k n it t in g  and 
t r y  to  establish decent standards 
o f liv in g  fo r  a ll unemployed. The 
ob jective  o f the W A A  avowedly 
is to  p u t organized pressure on 
governm ent bodies fo r  adequate 
pub lic  w o rks  jobs and d ire c t re lie f 
fo r  a ll unemployed. L e t us no t 
get aw ay fro m  th is  im p o rta n t

Judge Forbids Strike 
To Enforce Contract !

Workers A sking : Who A re  We 
Going to F ight and  —  W hat For?

E d ito r:
The f ig h t o f Local 770 R e ta il 

Food C lerks Un ion (A F L )  to  en
force con trac ts  w ith  members of 
the R e ta il M a rk e t O perators As 
sociation has been te m p o ra rily  in 
te rfe red  w ith  by  a decree issued 
by Judge W ill is  o f the Superior 
C o u rt en jo in ing  p icke tin g  by un 
ion m embers o f a num ber o f food 
m arke ts  on the ground th a t such 
p icke tin g  was in  v io la tio n  o f the 
a rb itra t io n  clause of the con tract.

A s a re su lt o f th is  decree, 900 
food w o rkers  are deprived, fo r  the 
tim e  being a t least, o f the bene
f its  o f con tracts  a lready signed 
by the super-m arke t owners p ro 
v id in g  fo r  a 48 hour week a t a 
m in im um  wage o f $22.50. A t  pres
ent the men are be ing forced to 
w o rk  54 hours and longer in  some 
cases fo r  $20.00 weekly.

The con tracts  w h ich  were to 
become effective Jan ua ry  1, 1940,

by G EORGE C L A R K E
BO S TO N — B ig  b lack headlines 

scream a t you in  every ra ilroa d  | 
s ta tion , every crowded square .: 
every s tree t corner. They a l l  te ll 
the same ta le : the "h o rro r”  o f j 
the invasion; the a tro c itie s  o f the 
Nazis; the ou traged fee lings o f 
decent c iv iliza tio n .

B u t the b ig  scoop o f the week 
is the news abou t the sh rin k in g  
o f the A t la n t ic  Ocean w h ich  
b rings  the  H e inke l bombers 
w ith in  hearing distance. “ P re 
paredness!”  “ Preparedness”  they 
a ll shout in  chorus. “ T ra c k  down 
the F if th  colum n,” — “ keep the 
beacons tra in ed  overhead fo r  
Nazis popping o u t o f the skies in  
parachutes.”  “ W ipe the Germans 
ou t,”  shouts the Boston H era ld : 
“ I f  A llie d  planes should la y  waste 
scores o f G erm an c ities  and use 
the technique o f the Germans, ou r 
people w ould re jo ice."

B u t the  A m erican  w o rk e r is 
no t re jo ic in g  a t the  s la ug h te r
house th a t is Europe. He passion
a te ly  hates the Nazis. Y e t he 
w ants no p a rt o f the  w ar. Few  
and fa r  between are the expres
sions fa v o rin g  a new A .E .F . The 
n igh tm a re  o f M organ ’s la s t w a r 
is s t i l l  too v iv id  in  the popu lar

Clarke Speaks in Chicago, May 26-28
George C larke, m em ber o f the N a tio n a l C om m ittee o f the 

S oc ia lis t W orke rs  P a rty , now on a coast-to -coast speaking tou r, 
speaks Sunday, M ay 26, 3 p.m., a t U n iv e rs ity  Room, M id land  
H o te l, 172 W est Adam s S treet, Chicago. “ W h ich  W a r fo r  the 
W o rke rs ” is the  t i t le  o f his ta lk .

On Tuesday he again speaks in  Chicago, a t the V ik in g  H a ll, 
2741 W est N o rth  Avenue. The sub ject o f th is  m ee ting  w i l l  be 
“ The G overnm ent Persecution o f the Trade U n ion  M ovem ent.”

The f irs t  o f Comrade C la rke ’s com m ents on the  w ay in  w h ich  
A m erican  w o rkers  are reac ting  to  the w a r d rive  appears in  an 
a d jo in ing  colum n. H is  reports  o f conditions in  o th e r c itie s  w ill 
appear each week d u rin g  h is tour.

H is  to u r  so fa r  has covered New  Haven, Boston, Lynn , S yra 
cuse, Rochester, B uffa lo , P ittsb u rg h , Youngstow n, A k ro n , Cleve
land, Toledo, F lin t,  D e tro it  and South Bend.

Comrade C la rke  w i l l  be in  M inneapo lis and St. Paul, Wednes- 
da y -F rida y , M ay 29-31, in  Omaha, Sunday, June 2, and in  Den
ver, Tuesday and Wednesday, June 4-5. He a rrives  on F riday , 
June 7 in  S a lt Lake C ity , and w i l l  spend the week o f June 10-16 
in  San Francisco. On Monday, June 17 he w i l l  be in  Fresno, and 
in  Los Angeles the ne x t day.

no th in g  did the  L yn n  w o rke rs  es
tab lish  a tra d it io n  o f m ilita n c y .

Team sters, shoe w orkers , leath-1 
e r w orkers, te x tile  w o rke rs  are 
w e l l  - organized. O uts tand ing  
am ong these is the p o w e rfu l C IO  
union in  General E le c tr ic  w ith  a 
m em bership o f 7,000 s trong ; next 
are the team sters, a husky and 
vigorous organ iza tion .

A n  In d u s tr ia l U n ion  Council 
w ith  14 a ffilia ted  unions in  Lynn , 
Salem, Peabody and B eve rly  
counts 25,000 members. A  suc
cessful News G u ild  s tr ik e  aga inst 
the D a ily  E ven ing  Ite m  helped to  
s treng then  its  forces.

A  reso lu tion  ca llin g  fo r  the es
tab lish m en t o f the 30-hour week 
a t 40-hour pay was adopted un 
an im ously a t the Le a the r W o rk 
ers convention held in  Boston, 
A p r i l 26-28.

The Appeal Drive 
Must Not Lag Now! 
Speed It Up!

are more th o u g h tfu l, the y  know  
at. least p a r t o f the score and 
they lis ten  qu ie tly , ask pe rtine n t 
questions and rem a in  a f te r  the 
m eeting  to  argue and discuss. 
W here w i l l  they f ig h t ? W hy  ? and 
fo r  whom ? These questions are 
becoming m ore w ide-spread even

ob jective
The proposal o f the loca l W A A

leaders to  s ta r t  an em p loym ent have never been respected by  t k  
service sounds ve ry  good u n t il
we s tudy i t  a b it. U n ions o f every 
trade are in  th is  com m unity . 
M any o f them  have supported 
the W A A  in m any d iffe re n t ways 
and i t  is  easy to  see th a t as soon 
as the W A A  s ta rts  an employ-

super-m arke t owners, a llegedly 
because the un ion fa iled  to  secure 
s im ila r  con trac ts  w ith  the Safe
w ay Stores, a na tionw ide  chain, 
and o the r la rge  chain un its . The 
un ion has insisted th a t these con
tra c ts  were b ind ing  w hethe r o r

consciousness and i t  serves tern-1 am ong the unem ployed young 
p o ra r ily  to  b lock the road o f th e 1 w orkers  and fa rm ers  in  un ifo rm , 
w ar-m ade jingoes in  the W h ite '

$140.50 was received in  the la s t week fro m  various branches 
and in d iv idu a l comrades on the  pledges fo r  the tw o-a -w eek A p 
peal, a considerable sum, b u t no t enough.

A t  th is  ra te  we sha ll su re ly  no t fu l f i l l  ou r quota by J u ly  1st, 
the date set fo r  the beg inn ing  o f the pu b lica tio n  o f the tw o-a-w eek 
Appeal.

The to ta l collected thus fa r  is $1076.85. The am ount pledged is 
$3885.00. To fu lf i l l  the  quota  we need close to  th ree thousand do l
la rs  between now and J u ly  1st, a period o f s ix  weeks. W e m ust, 
the re fore, average m uch b e tte r tha n  $140.50.

Comrades, p u t you r shoulders to  the wheel. Go o u t and ge t 
the money. The w a r s itu a tio n  brooks no delay. We m ust ge t o u t 
the tw o-a-w eek Appeal. I t  is up to  you.

. • „  . „ i l l  i,~ h u ck in c  no t i t  succeeded in  securing s im i-m ent service, we w i l l  be bu ck in g  ^  w ith  Safeway 0r w h ich  means the end o f repre-

House.
The a n ti-w a r fee ling  is s trong  

enough to  find expression even on 
the tongues o f some pub lic  
m outhpieces o f b ig  war-boom  cor
porations. Boston's M ayo r Tobin, 
o f A m erican  Tel. &  Tel., D u  P ont 
a ffilia te , said to  5,000 people g a th 
ered on the Boston Common fo r  
a “ M o the r’s D ay”  ce lebra tion : 
“ The day on w h ich  A m erica  m o
bilizes fo r  w ar, th a t is the day

those unions w ho have th e ir  own 
unemployed members. T h is  em
p loym ent service w ou ld  mean 
th a t we w ould  be com peting w ith  
these o ther unions w ho have long 
unemployed lis ts . These unions 
had years o f f ig h tin g  and sacrifice 
to establish and m a in ta in  un ion 
wage scales in  th e ir  in du s try .

W e can’t  a ffo rd  to  antagonize 
the organized trade un ion  m ove
m ent fo r  the s im ple reason th a t

the o th e r chains.
Upon the re fusa l o f the super

m a rk e t operators to . live  up to 
the te rm s o f the con tracts  signed 
by them, the union called a s tr ik e  
a t a num ber o f the super m arke ts  
and set up m il ita n t  p icke t lines. 
The c o u rt held th a t th is  was in 
v io la tio n  o f the a rb itra t io n  clause 
in  the con tracts, s ta t in g : “ Such 
a prov is ion fo r  a rb itra t io n  o f con
troversies in  a co llective  ba rga in 
in g  c o n tra c t contains- an im p liedthey have supported us in  the 

Dast and we need th e ir  b a ck in g  i
Fn the fu tu re . W e w ou ld  have to  prom ise no t to  s tr ik e  and use 
w o rk  fo r  less tha n  the un ion scale j economic pressure to  force agre -  
in  orded to  ge t the jobs and w ou ld  : “  w ith  l a b o r

sen ta tive  governm ent.”  O t h e r  
speakers —a ll o f the hyp o c ritica l 
tr ib e  o f “ iso la tion is ts " who w i l l  
soon become v iru le n t “ in te rven 
tio n is ts ” -  drew  cheers fro m  the 
audience when they urged A m e r
ica be kep t ou t o f the “ w a r fo r  
im p e ria lism .”

The crowd on the Common did

The a n ti-w a r message o f the 
S.W.P. is pe ne tra ting  s low ly  bu t 
deeply in to  the ranks o f the in 
du s tria l p ro le ta ria t. A  sm all bu t 
en thusiastic  group o f w o rkers  
came to  the p a rty  m eeting  where 
I  spoke and applauded v igorous ly  
when i t  was proved th a t A m e ri
can w o rke rs  have been the v ic 
tim s  o f a devas ta ting  “ b litz k r ie g ” 
fo r  over a decade by  th e ir  rea l 
enemies, the S ix ty  R u lin g  F am i
lies, the b illion -do lla red  corporate 
in te rests— th a t the on ly  w a r fo r 
A m erican  w o rke rs  is aga inst “ the 
enemy w ith in  ou r gates”  and no t 
overseas fo r  W orld  E m p ire  fo r  
M organ -D uP ont &  Co.

L Y N N —L iv in g  in w ha t was 
once the "w o r ld ’s b iggest ladies 
shoe cen ter”  b u t is now ra p id ly

no t a t a ll s ig n ify  some special oc- becoming a “ ghost tow n ,”  L yn n  
. La rge  num bers o f p e o p le  w orkers  have too keen an appre-casion

arc congrega ting  on th is  pub lic  
square since the w a r broke ou t 
in  the L o w  Countries. They are 
heated ly discussing the w a r, 
A m erica ’s chances o f en try , lis -

be scabbing on un ion men 
have s trugg led  fo r  years— fo r  
m ore pay, b e tte r w o rk in g  condi
tions, etc.

I f  we w a n t to  f ig h t fo r  a un ited  
s trong  la bo r m ovem ent in  the 
U n ited  States, we can’t  s ta r t  any
th in g  th a t w i l l  cause con flic t be
tween the organ ized unem ployed 
and organized employed w orkers, 
between the trade  unions and un 
em ployed o rgan iza tions. I f  the 
bosses and th e ir  p o lit ic a l stooges 
can ge t the unem ployed to  b reak 
down the wages and w o rk in g  con
d itions  o f the un ion men. i t  w ill 
be bad fo r  a ll o f us.

: Hence a repud ia tion  o f a vo lun- ten ing  to  rad ica l speakers, read-
X ____  __T__* 1. .. A 4. 4 a  ivMA a  A n  f  F A 1 _ : M '. „  ; t  . r \  ì n n 1 c  O M r i l i t  O V i l  111 r  P O f
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ta ry  a rb itra t io n  agreem ent fo l
lowed by a s tr ik e  and p icke tin g  
is an u n ju s tifiab le  breach o f con
tra c t  even though such a rb itra 
tion  proceedings cannot be com 
pelled o r enforced by  co u rt p ro 
cess under s ta te  la w .”

Jus t one week ago the U.S. 
Supreme C o u rt held a n ti-p ic k e t
in g  ordinances in  C a lifo rn ia  and 
A labam a u n con s titu tion a l as v io 
la tin g  the r ig h t  o f free speech. 
The present decision easily  avoids 
th is  ru l in g  by ho ld ing  th a t p icke t
in g  to  accom plish an u n la w fu l 
purpose, i.e. in  breach o f a con-

W orke rs  A llian ce  M em ber tra c t, is no t p ro tected by the con
s titu tio n .

Wants Name of Appeal 
Changed— to Sell More
E d ito r:

I  am g lad  to see th a t  a cam 
pa ign has been launched to re 
store the tw ice-a-w eek Appea l. 
I t  is m y  be lie f th a t on ly  in  th is  
w a y  can the paper b r in g  its  read
ers the au then tic  labo r news ho t 
o ff the g ridd le .

In  v iew  o f th is  and w ith  an eye 
to  increasing the sale o f the pa
per, I  have tw o  suggestions to 
make.

1. In  line  w ith  the  convention 
decisions to  bu ild  a w ork ing -c lass  
mass p a r ty  bound up w ith  the 
trade unions and, also, to  c a rry  
o u r paper to  the g rea test num ber 
o f readers before a w a r censor
ship cracks down, I 'd  lik e  to  sug
gest the  name "S o c ia lis t A ppea l”  
be changed to  one th a t  w i l l  be 
accepted to  a l l w o rke rs  and no t 
re s tr ic te d  so le ly  to  M a rx is ts  and 
sym path ize rs. Since the  fo rm  o f 
the a rtic les  w i l l  be in  popu lar 
sty le , le t ’s g ive i t  a su itab le  name. 
M y  choice w ou ld  be “ W orke r's  
W o rld ”  o r some o th e r good punchy 
name. I ’l l  be lo o k in g  fo rw a rd  to  
the pros and cons on th is  sug
gestion, especia lly fro m  those 
comrades who are se lling  the pa
per re g u la r ly  house-to-house and 
a t un ion m eetings.

2. I  recen tly  had the pleasure 
o f en jo y ing  Comrade A n to in e tte  
K o n iko w ’s educational and in te r 
esting  le tte r. I  hope we can look 
fo rw a rd  to  m ore o f these as we 
women are p re tty  m uch ou t in  
the cold as fa r  as the colum ns of 
o u r paper are concerned. I ’m  sure 
m ore women w ou ld  be num bered 
am ong ou r readers i f  a sho rt 
colum n were devoted re g u la r ly  
to  “ To the  W om en’s B rigade”  and 
th e ir  problem s and in terests. H ow  
about i t ,  B rig ad ie re ttes  ?
Los Angel«» Jo K e lle r

The union is com p le ting  plans 
fo r  con tinu ing  the fig h t by ta k in g  
a ll p roper legal and economic 
measures to  enforce the r ig h ts  
o f its  members.
Los Angelas A, M.

ing  period ica ls and lite ra tu re  o f 
a ll types on the w ar.

Soldiers L is te n  Too
A b n o rm a lly  la rge  num bers o f 

un ifo rm ed sailors, soldiers and 
m arines are in  evidence these 
days, especially around the Com
mon. Some o f them , cocky w ith  
the new th r i l l  o f w e aring  a u n i
fo rm  a tte m p t to heckle and d is 
ru p t S oc ia lis t W orke rs  P a r ty  a n t i
w a r meetings. B u t. m any others

c ia tion  o f so-called A m erican  
dem ocracy to  be eager to  sell 
t l ia t  shoddy com m odity  overseas 
a t the po in t o f bayonets.

In te re s t a t m y m eeting  here 
was sustained and the question 
period unusua lly  live ly . One 
w o rk e r was troub led by the ques
tion , “ W h a t i f  H it le r  comes 
he re? " There were m any nods o f 
approval when I  exposed th is  old, 
old shell game:

“ In  W orld  W a r I,  w.e were 
threatened w ith  K a ise r B il l  com 
ing  over here. Instead, we w ent 
‘over there ’ a fte r  h im . The Ger
m an w o rke rs  bounced K a iser B il l 
o ff his throne. B u t A m erican and

meetings. B u t. m any others B r it is h  po litic ian s  found h im  a

sum m er reso rt in  Ho lland. Then 
A llie d  cap ita lis ts  made i t  so 
tough on the G erm an people th a t 
they began to  prepare a revo lu 
tion . T h is  scared the w its  o u t o f 
the Cham berlains, especially since 
the R evo lu tion  w ould m ake i t  
p re tty  hot fo r  them  a t home. So 
they financed and backed H it le r  
to p u t down the revo lu tion . N ow  
th a t H it le r  has g ro w n  s trong  
enough to  poach on th e ir  precious 
p ro fits , they  w a n t us in  again. 
N o t to  end d ic ta to rsh ip , no, b u t 
to  p u t H it le r  ou t and p u t someone 
else in who w ou ldn ’t  poach so 
hard on th e ir  p ro fits .”

A n  o lder w o rke r pu t the 
question be tte r when he said: 
“ L a s t tim e  they  sent us over 
to  th ro w  K a iser B il l  out. T h is  
tim e  the y ’re sending us over to  
p u t h im  back in  again.”

There w asn’t  m uch exp la in ing  
necessary fo r  the w o rke rs  p re 
sent concern ing the fiasco o f the 
New  Deal. They knew  i t  in  the 
k in d  o f s ta tis tics  th a t you feel: 
id le factories, jobless m onths and 
years, s t in k in g  p r iv a te  c h a r ity  
and pub lic  w e lfa re , canned b u lly - 
beef fo r  supper and clothes fro m  
the S a lva tion  A rm y .

Between 1929 and 1940 L yn n  
sank to 37th place in  shoe m anu
fa c tu rin g . P ro fit-h u n g ry  bosses 
staged an exodus ou t o f th is  c ity  
fa r  ¡the  paradise o f open-shop, 
low -wage towns in  the South and 
W est. E m p loym en t in  shoe d ro p 
ped to  3,000 fro m  8,000 in  1929. 
The w e lfa re  ro lls  shot up lik e  a 
the rm om eter under a desert sun. 
One ou t o f every s ix  persons in  
Lynn  pounds the streets, unem 
ployed.

W orke rs  S tick  To U nion 
The bosses and th e ir  p o lit ic a l 

stooges shouted: “ I t  is  the un 
ions fa u lt . ”  B u t the w o rkers  
knew  be tte r, and they have held 
t ig h t  to  th e ir  unions and o rgan 
ized the unorganized. N o t fo r

S ta lin is ts  Los ing  G round

Comrades canvassing house-to- 
house in  w o rke rs ’ neighborhoods 
re p o rt en thusiastic  response fo r  
the Peoples’ Referendum  A g a in s t 
W ar. A  reso lu tion  a long these 
lines was cu t to  pieces a t the 
L e a t h e r  W orke rs  convention, 
dom inated by the S ta lin is ts . Thus, 
the C.P. "s trug g le s  aga ins t w a r.”

S ta lin is t influence in  L y n n  is 
s tead ily  losing ground. In  recent 
m onths they have abandoned 
th e ir  ha ll and removed the p a rty  
o rgan izer who had been employed 
by them  fo r  3 years. N o one re 
placed him .

On the o the r hand, ra n k  and 
file  C.P. w o rke rs  have become 
m ore fr ie n d ly  w ith  ou r w o rk e r 
comrades. The lies o f the S ta lin 
is t m isleaders are m ak ing  less o f 
an im pression on the ra n k  and file  
than heretofore.

F B I In  L yn n

The F B I is a llow in g  l i t t le  to  ge t 
by its  haw kshaw  eyes these days. 
The A m erican  “ Gestapo”  is ev
erywhere.

The SW P discovered th is  in  
L yn n  when i t  found o u t w h y  i t  
had been banned fro m  ho ld ing  
m eetings on a c ity  square, t ra d i
tio n a l pub lic  open a ir  fo ru m  fo r  
15 years.

A n  ex-m arine, now re tire d , had 
con s tan tly  been heck lin g  SW P 
speakers and a tte m p tin g  to  p ro 
voke a r io t.  H e then w ent to  the 
M ayo r and demanded speakers be 
barred fro m  the Square. The 
M ayo r said he had no a u th o r ity  
to  take  such action. So the ex
m arine  w ro te  to W ash ing ton 
w h ich  w en t in to  action a t  once. 
The U.S. M a rsh a ll was contacted 
in  Boston w ith  orders to  in s tru c t 
the police ch ie f in  L y n n  to  stop 
a ll m eetings in  the Square. The 
police ch ie f d idn ’t  have to be 
"b litz k r ie g e d ”  in to  action. N ow  
m eetings m ust be held in  back 
alleys, o r  no t a t a ll.

A no the r g rand  v ic to ry  in  the 
"w a r fo r  dem ocracy.”

E d ito r :
Please a c c e p t  m y  b e l a t e d  

thanks  fo r  the a rtic le , published 
in  the  Appea l tw o m onths ago, 
dealing w ith  the problem s o f the 
w om en-fo lk  o f the w orkers.

A  com plete new phase o f ou r 
g re a t s trugg le  opened before m y  
eyes a f te r  reading th is  a rtic le . I  
then f irs t  rea lized th a t  m y  hus
band was, in  re a lity , se lling  to  his 
boss, not on ly  his tim e  and labor, 
b u t m ine also, fo r  o n ly  th ru  m y  
effo rts , was i t  possible fo r  us to  
live  on the wages pa id m y hus
band.

So, in  re a lity , we, the w ives o f 
the w orkers , are as m uch a p a r t  
o f th is  mad s tru g g le  aga inst boss 
ru le  as are o u r m en -fo lk . I f  ou r 
husbands are poo rly  paid, then so 
are we, and in  e xp lo itin g  one, 
bosses exp lo it the other.

L e t us have m ore o f th is  type 
o f a rtic le .

E arnestly ,
Los Angeles Grace E l l io t t

D E L L A  M . D U N N E
M rs v D e lla  M . Dunne died 

on M ay 17, a t the age o f 
83, a t the home o f her son, 
V incen t, in  M inneapolis.

W ife  o f a section hand on 
the ra ilroads, she lived to  
see her three sons, V incen t, 
G rant, and M iles, p la y  a 
lead ing  ro le in  the  g re a t 
d r ive rs ’ s tr ike s  o f 1934 and 
the  tra n s fo rm a tio n  o f M in 
neapolis in to  a un ion town.

W e send ou r h e a rtfe lt  
condolences to  her boys.

ISSUES FACING 
OUT-OF-TOWN 
DEP'T. OF ILGWU

The pressing problem  o f the 
o u t-o f-to w n  departm ent o f the 
IL G W U  is  unem ploym ent. Re
po rts  fro m  the E aste rn  section 
o f the o u t-o f-to w n  departm ent, 
w h ich  comprises the m iddle A t 
la n tic  states, and fro m  Los A n 
geles, v e r ify  th is  fa c t. There is 
ve ry  l i t t le  w o rk  m ost o f the  year 
and th is  w o rk  is genera lly  a t 
scales below the New  Y o rk  prices.

Because o f these tw o  fac to rs—  
li t t le  w o rk  and a t wages below 
those o f N ew  Y o rk  w orkers, who 
themselves don’ t  m ake too m uch 
— there is trem endous unrest.

These ou t o f to w n  w o rke rs  are 
fo r  the m ost p a rt, re la tiv e ly  
speaking, rece n tly  organized. M i
l i ta n t  and no t y e t beaten, they 
are p u ttin g  trem endous pressure 
on the un ion o ffic ia ls  to do some
th in g  about th e ir  conditions. Be
cause o f th is  fa c t the IL G W U  
o u t-o f-to w n  departm ent m a in ta ins  
a f irm  g r ip  on these locals in 
o rder to  keep them  fro m  fig h tin g  
the bosses too m ilita n t ly .

Locals W ith o u t A u tonom y

T h is  is done by  n o t g ra n tin g  
them  any rea l powgrs in  th e ir  
locals. The r ig h t  to  s tr ik e  is a l
w ays subject1 to  a veto fro m  the 
center. The loca l has no con tro l 
o f its  funds. T h is  fa c t  alone is 
enough in m ost cases to  para lyze 
loca l a c tiv ity . Business agents 
and m anagers are appointed fro m  
above, no t elected b y  the w orkers. 
T h is  fa c t is also a co n trib u tin g  
fa c to r to  the b itte rness o f the 
w o rke rs  tow a rd  th e ir  offic ia ldom .

ILG W U  Hold Convention Under 
Shadow of Roosevelt W ar Drive

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
a tion  w h ich  leaves room  fo r  a ll 
k inds o f a rrangem ents whereby 
s tru c k  m anu fac tu re rs  can secret
ly  cover th e ir  customers! needs 
and keep th e ir  customers.

There Is o n ly  one fundam ent
a l w ay  to  do aw ay w ith  th is  
loophole fa v o rin g  the  bosses, 
and th a t is  fo r  the  convention 
to  in s tru c t a ll local unions and 
jo in t  boards to  sign th e ir  next 
un ion agreement;* W IT H  A  
S T A N D A R D  E  X  P I  R A T IO N  
D A T E . Then the union can 
force, i f  i t  so desires, a  COM 
P L E T E  STO PPAG E u n t il the 
ju s t demands are met.

B u t o rgan iza tion  o f the ou t-o f- 
tow n  shops can on ly  be the f irs t  
step. The agreem ents signed w ith  
the new ly-o rganized shops m ust 
be based on the ob ject o f b r in g in g  
the wages and w o rk in g  condi
tions up to  the ra tes o f the New 
\  o rk  shops. In te rm e d ia te  steps to  
achieve th a t ob ject m ust be in 
cluded in  the ve ry  f ir s t  agree
ments.

M ust E s tab lish  Zones
These in te rm ed ia te  steps would 

be to  d iv ide  the cou n try  in to  
zones, based upon geographica l 
factofis, etc., and to  provide p ro 
per d iffe re n tia l ra tes fo r  each 
zone. Each succeeding agreem ent 
could cu t down s t i l l  fu r th e r  the  
gap between rates in  the  zones 
and those in  N ew  Y o rk .

O rgan iz ing  the in d u s try  na tion 
a lly , zon ing wage rates and s tan
da rd iz ing  agreem ents w i l l  do 
aw ay w ith  the com petition  be
tween the N ew  Y o rk  and ou t-o f- 
tow n  shops. B u t these steps 
alone w i l l  no t do aw ay w ith  an
o ther dangerous fo rm  o f com peti
t io n — the com pe tition  between the 
em ployed w o rke rs  and the vast

a rm y  o f the unem ployed ga rm ent 
w orkers.

Loca l 22 Resolution

The g ia n t dressm akers local of 
New  Y o rk , Local 22, w h ich  cla im s 
a m em bership o f 30,000, is p re 
sen ting  a reso lu tion  fo r  the  30 
hour week to  the convention. B u t 
the Z im m erm an leadership in  a- 
dop ting  the reso lu tion  rendered 
l i t t le  m ore than  lip -serv ice  to  the 
p o p u la r ity  among the w o rke rs  of 
th is  demand. F o r th is  reso lu tion  
m ere ly  proposes a cam paign fo r  
leg is la tion  fo r  the 30 hour week, 
and leaves o u t e n tire ly  the me
thod o f d ire c t economic action by 
the unions to  secure th is  demand.

W h a t is u rg e n tly  needed is a 
convention in s tru c tio n  to  the 
G E B  to  take the in it ia t iv e  in  con
ven ing a labo r conference o f CIO, 
A F L  and independent un ions 
w h ich  sha ll launch a cam paign 
to  achieve by both le g is la tive  ac
tio n  and union pressure the es
tab lishm en t o f the un iversa l t h i r 
ty -h o u r week w ith  no reduction in  
pay. In  steel, in  auto, in  the elec
tr ic a l in du s try , po w erfu l locals 
are a lready s tru g g lin g  fo r  th is  
demand. The IL G W U , once in  the 
vanguard  on labor issues, should 
c e rta in ly  jo in  w ith  them  in  fo r 
w a rd in g  th is  ne x t g re a t step fo r  
organized labor.

M il i ta n t  P o licy  Needed

These basic tasks o f the In te r 
na tion a l— org an iz in g  the in d u s try  
na tiona lly , s tandard iz ing  wages 
and w o rk in g  conditions, estab lish
in g  a s tandard  e xp ira tio n  dates 
fo r  agreements, and in te g ra tin g  
the unem ployed back in to  the in 
d u s try — require a m .iita n t, f ig h t
in g  outlook.

B u t a m il ita n t  po licy  requires 
an end to  the D u b in sky  po licy  o f

B ranch Pledged Paid %
U psta te  N ew  Y o r k . . . . , .........$ 50.00 $ 50.00 100
St. P a u l ............................ 160.00 80
M inneapo lis .................... 200.00 67
Boston ........................ 112.50 66
L y n n  ................................. 29.00 58
Chicago ............................. 50.00 50
F lin t  ............................. 55.00 50
E ast Chicago ............... 10.00 40
N ew  Y o rk  C i t y ............. 347.00 36
B u ffa lo  .......................... 1.00 20
D e tro it  ........................ 11.35 15
N ew  Haven .................... 5.00 9
N a tion a l Office ............. 41.00 7
M a ritim e  W orkers  . . . . 5.00 6
San F rancisco ............... 0.00 0
N e w a rk  ............................. 0.00 0
Los A n g e le s .................... 0.00 0
Toledo ............................... 0.00 0
P h ila d e lp h ia .................... 0.00 0
Omaha ............................. 0.00 0
B a ltim o re  ........................ 0.00 0
Seattle ............................ 0.00 0
Ind ianapo lis  .................... 0.00 0
O akland .......................... 0.00 0
P o rtla n d  .......................... 0.00 0
A k ro n  ............................... 0.00 0
L o ra in  ............................... 0.00 0

T o ta l ................................. $1076.85 28.0

CIO BUILDING 
UNION STRIKES 
QUEENS JOBS

The C IO ’s U n ited  C onstruction 
W orke rs  O rgan iz ing  C om m ittee 
reached a new stage in  its  cha l
lenge to  the A F L  bu ild in g  trades 
unions, when the C IO  union th re w  
mass p icke t lines around tw o 
la rge  pro jec ts  in  F lush ing , Long

Island, ty ing ; them  up com plete
ly  la s t week.

The pro jects, on M a in  S tree t in  
F lush ing, com prise several scores 
o f sm all homes, the bu ild in g  o f 
w h ich  is financed by  F .H A . loans. 
Local 68 o f the U n ited  Construc
tio n  W orkers, the Queens local, 
whose te r r ito ry  the s tr ik e  is in, 
po in ts  ou t th a t - th is  N ew  Y o rk  
C ity  borough has a lready had ap
proved some $100,000,000 w o rth  
o f F .H .A . loans fo r  sm all home 
bu ild ing , w ith  fu r th e r  m illio ns  o f 
do lla rs  in  loans s t i l l  pend ing— 
a sum  w h ich  m akes Queens a key 
place in  bu ild in g  a c t iv ity  d u rin g  
the com ing year.

dependence upon and suppo rt of 
the governm ent. I t  is  pe rfe c tly  
tru e  th a t the union was able to 
u tiliz e  the i^ .R .A . in  rebu ild ing  
the In te rn a tio n a l a fte r  its  v ir tu a l 
collapse in  1929-32, and s im ila r ly  
to  u tiliz e  the W agner Labo r Re la
tions A c t. I t  is one th in g  to  take 
advantage o f concessions made 
by the governm ent. However, i t  
is a ve ry  d iffe re n t th in g — and a 
crim e aga inst the  w o rke rs— in  ex
change fo r  concessions to  su r
render the w o rke rs  to  the  tender 
m ercies o f the governm ent. A nd 
th is  is w h a t the D u b in sky  lead
ersh ip  is doing.

P a r t ic u la r ly  is th is  c r im in a l to 
day, when the N ew  Deal, w h a t
ever p e tty  concessions i t  once 
made, has been trans fo rm ed  in to  
the W a r Deal. The “ a n t i- tru s t”  
un ion -bus ting  cam paign o f the 
D epa rtm en t o f Justice, the w ip 
in g  ou t o f P W A , the slashes o f 
W P A  funds— these are the  acts 
w h ich  characterize the govern
m en t today, and no t concessions 
to  labor.

The g a r m e n t  w o rkers  can 
m arch  fo rw a rd  now on ly  by  the 
same class-strugg le m ethods by 
w h ich  the In te rn a tio n a l was o r ig 
in a lly  b u ilt. I t  m ust never be fo r 
g o tte n  th a t the In te rn a tio n a l was 
founded and developed b y  men 
and women who were n o t a fra id  
to  ca ll themselves M arx is ts . The 
In te rn a tio n a l then d id  no t hesi
ta te  to  support the m il ita n t  So
c ia lis t P a r ty  o f those days. T h a t’s 
w h a t the w o rke rs  called p o litica l 
ac tion— no t support o f boss p o lit 
ica l parties.

M il ita n t ,  class action  on the  
econom ic fie ld, genu ine ly  inde
pendent labo r ac tion  on the  
p o lit ic a l fie ld  —  th a t is the  
O N L Y  road fo r  progress fo r  
the  IL G W U
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COMING OFF THE PRESS!!!

TRADE U N I O N  
PROBLEMS

by
FARRELL DOBBS

A comprehensive study o f problems facing the 
American Workers

Price: 10f£
•

A NEW ANTI-WAR PAMPHLET
by

Joe Hansen
I ’ irst o f a series o f 2c agitational pamphlets

’

:

Published fo r the S.W.P. 
by

P I O N E E R  P U B
116 U N IV E R S IT Y  P L A C E

L I S H E R S
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Given by  the

Socialist Workers Party, Local New York
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“L A B O R  W IT H  A W H IT E  S K IN  
C A N N O T  E M A N C IP A T E  IT S E L F  

' T ' l ' » * *  W H E R E  LA B O R  W IT H  A B R A C K  
X  l i e  S K IN  IS  B R A N D E D " —  K A R L  

M A R X .

N e g ro  Q u e s t io n
^ = b y  Robert L. Birchman=
T yp ica l o f a g re a t deal o f the e d ito r ia l com

m en t in  the N egro press la s t week was th a t in  the 
H a y  18 P itts b u rg h  C ourie r, b iggest N egro  news-
paper:

The to ta l w a r has started .
We are now seeing an immense w orldw ide  

s trugg le  o f r iv a l im p e ria lis ts  and oppressors to  
decide w h ich  w il l  ru le  and exp lo it the  r ic h  
tro p ic  lands and the  h a lf  b illio n  b lack  and 
b row n  fo lk  who in h a b it them .

I t  is no t a w a r between d ic ta to rsh ip  and
democracy.

So fa r  as da rke r peoples are concerned, one 
side is no m ore dem ocra tic  than  the  other.

Eng land 's  colored sub jects have no m ore 
voice in  P a rliam e n t tha n  G erm any’s Jews have 
in  the Reichstag.

F rance ’s A fr ic a n  sub jects have no m ore voice 
in  th e ir  governm ent tha n  the average N egro  in  
the  Southern States.

B e lg ium ’s vas t Congo region, b ig  as a ll of 
our South, has 13,000,000 b lack fo lk  who dare 
not m ention  the  w o rd  democracy.

I ta ly  s t i l l  stam ps on the  libe rtie s  o f 15,000,- 
000 b lack  fo lk  in  E th iop ia , E r itre a , L ib y a  and 
Som aliland.

In  the  N etherlands’ E a s t Ind ies, w here ten 
cents a day is  a “ good”  wage, a l l the  m any na
tiv e  leaders are in  ex ile  o r in  th e ir  graves, and 
the 60,000,000 serfs are crushed under a  d ic ta 
to rsh ip  w h ich  m akes H it le r ’s ru le  o f Poland 
seem bene\\*lent by com parison.

P ortuga l, the  w o rs t o f a ll colon izers because 
the least in te llig e n t and com petent, is  a  stooge 
o f E ng land, whose co lon ia l policies she re lig ious
ly  fo llow s, to  the  g re a t d e trim e n t o f her b lack 
subjects.

The U n ited  States, w h ich  preens its e lf  as 
the  cham pion o f dem ocracy, denies i t  to  its  
d a rk  m illions, and refuses to  even p ro te c t them  
fro m  lynch ing , d isc rim in a tio n  and segregation.

Yes, i t  is  a to ta l w ar, and d a rk  fo lk  are the  
stakes.

I f  th is  to ta l w a r destroys w h ite  c iv iliza tio n , 
the re  are hundreds o f m illio ns  o f people in  
A fr ic a  and A s ia  who w i l l  not m ourn.

B u t some o f the N egro papers have a lready be
gun to ta lk  lik e  th e ir  w h ite  m asters. The M ay  18 
A fro -A m e ric a n  o f B a ltim o re  was say ing : “ We 
have the choice o f ju m p in g  in  w h ile  the N azis 
a rc  hard-pressed, o r w a it in g  u n t il A d o lf s its  on 
top o f the w o rld , and then f ig h t h im  by ourselves. 
. . . Peace a t any price is as un th inkab le  today as 
in  1914 . . .  we m ust f ig h t to preserve w h a t Pres
iden t Roosevelt ca lls o u r cu ltu re  and our c iv iliz a 
tio n .”

W ho is th a t “ we”  and “ o u r”  th a t the A fro -  
A m erican  is ta lk in g  about? Is  the on ly  choice fo r  
the N egro masses the  choice between tw o  slave- 
m asters? I f  those are the on ly  tw o  a lte rna tives, 
the Negroes m ig h t as w e ll com m it suicide. B u t 
the y  are N O T  the o n ly  a lte rna tives  because they 
are no t a lte rna tives  a t a ll, they  are the same 
th ing . The o th e r choice is fo r  the Negroes to 
jo in  w ith  m il ita n t  w h ite  w o rke rs  and the colon ia l 
peoples aga inst a ll th e ir  oppressors. I f  m illio ns  
o f us are to  die, then le t us die f ig h tin g  fo r  free 
dom and no t fo r  the bosses, fasc is t o r  “ demo-
c ra tic .”

G M  Bolder Under 
War Drive Impetus

(C ontinued fro m  Page 1) 
intense th is  week th a t the un ion 
was forced to  issue a special le t
te r  to  the m em bership w a rn in g  
aga inst the  com pany’s conspiracy 
to provoke unorganized demon
s tra tio n s  and actions w h ich  could 
o n ly  weaken the un ion a t th is  
tim e.

M em bership N o t In fo rm e d

The waves o f un rest created by 
the com pany’s cam paign o f in t im 
id a tio n  have been increased by 
the secrecy w ith  w h ich  H illm a n  
and M u rra y  and the o thers  have 
been conducting  the GM  negotia 
tions, b u t the G M  w o rke rs  have 
n o t even received assurance th a t 
any agreem ent extrac ted  fro m  
the com pany w i l l  be subm itted  to  
the m em bership fo r  th e ir  ra t if ic a 
tion.

T h is  u n c e rta in ty  and un res t in  
the ranks o f the au to  w o rke rs  
have been tu rned  in to  positive  
d is m a y . and fierce anger th is  
week by the s ta tem en t o f P resi
dent R. J. Thom as th a t he is de fy
in g  the in s tru c tion s  o f the  ra n k  
and file  and is no t dem anding the 
30-hour week a t 40-hours pay 
fro m  GM.

M il ita n t  B ack 30-H our W eek

The South F ishe r p rog ram  fo r  
the 30-hour week a t 40-hours pay. 
in it ia te d  by  a loca l un ion repre
sen ting  about 7,000 w orkers, was 
supported im m ed ia te ly  in  m em 
bership m eetings by  F lin t  Chev
ro le t Local No. 659 and F lin t  
B u ick  Local No. 599, bo th  locals 
toge the r rep resenting  ap p ro x i
m a te ly  23,000 workers.

O ther locals in  P on tiac and 
th rou gh ou t the au to  area have 
also g iven assurance o f support 
to  the South F ishe r reso lution. 
Pontiac Y e llow  Coach Loca l No. 
594 was the f irs t  in  the C ity  o f 
P on tiac  to  go on record fo r  the 
f ig h tin g  p ro g ra m  o f the 30-hour 
week.

A lready , there fore , a solid bloc 
o f loca l unions, representing  a t 
least 40,000 GM w o rke rs  have 
made i t  c lear th a t the y  support 
the South F ishe r reso lu tion  and 
th a t they w a n t the 30-hour week 
no t in  the vague and d is ta n t fu 
tu re , bu t in  the ne x t agreem ent.

The fa in t-h e a rte d  In te rn a tio n a l 
leadership o f Thom as &  Co., t r y 
in g  desperately to  find  an excuse 
fo r  d is regard ing  the  expressed 
m andate o f the m em bership, is 
now t ry in g  to  d ra g  o u t the red 
h e rr in g  o f the F o rd  D rive .

B u t they have had op po rtu n i
ties to  organize F o rd ’s fo r  over a 
yea r and a ha lf, and they have 
done no th in g  about it .  O n ly  now.

a t th is  belated date, in  the face 
o f the ra n k  and file  demands fo r  
im m edia te nego tia tions fo r  the 
30-hour week a t 40-hours pay in  
GM, the U A W  leaders, aided and 
abetted by so-called progressives 
lik e  E m il Mazey, P resident o f 
B rig gs  Local No. 212, are t r y in g  
to  use the  F ord  cam paign as a 
cover fo r  th e ir  in ac tio n  and cow
a rd ly  p o licy  in  GM.

A lo ng  the line  o f th is  m iserable 
a tte m p t a m eeting  o f a ll local 
un ion presidents o f D e tro it  was 
called las t Tuesday n ig h t fo r  the 
purpose o f p repa ring  the "F o rd  
cam paign.”  Three fo u rth s  o f the 
speakers a t th is  m ee ting  spent 
th e ir  tim e  lam basting  H om er 
M a rtin , m uch in  the same m anner 
as the old p re -w a r Republican 
po litic ians, who, to  cover th e ir  
own treachery, used to  wave the 
bloody s h ir t  and kep t on f ig h tin g  
the C iv il W a r fa r  in to  the 20th 
Century.

Split. Am ong Leaders
T h is  top  leadership is s p lit  in to  

tw o  basic groups, w ith  a b itte r, 
deep - go ing d iv is ion  between 
them  th a t  th rea tens to  fla re  up 
in to  a b it te r  con flic t a t the com 
in g  convention.

Thom as is president o f the un
ion today, bu t a t least three o th 
er In te rn a tio n a l Board members 
are t r y in g  to  g e t his job. Reuth- 
er, F rankensteen and Addes. Do 
these o th e r men d iffe r w ith  
Thom as on p rog ram  o r un ion ' 
p rinc ip les  ?

T h e  unscrupulous S ta lin is t ' 
stooge, F rankensteen, is in  a  b ig  
f ig h t w ith  the so-called Lew is  
m en--Thom as and Reuther. W h a t 
differences d iv ide  these tw o  I 
groups o f m en on un ion p r in c i
ples? None!

The auto w orkers, the  m ost 
m il ita n t  un ion men in  the A m e r
ican la bo r m ovem ent, are reach
in g  o u t fo r  a  basic so lu tion  to 
th e ir  economic insecu rity . They! 
are dem anding m il ita n t  ac tion  to ' 
w in  the 30-hour week a t 40 -hours ; 
pay! They know  th a t the corpor
ations w il l  in  the nex t couple o f 
m onths a tte m p t to  insure  im 
mense w a r p ro fits , by  a tte m p ts  to  
smash the union, d ra g  down wage 
levels, and increase the hours o f 
w o rk . The ranks  feel th a t unless 
the y  inaugura te  aggressive ac
t io n  w h ile  the re  is  tim e  and w h ile  
the un ion is strong , th e y  w il l  not' 
be in  a position  to  w ith s ta n d  the 
te r r if ic  co rpora tion  offensive th a t 
w i l l  in e v ita b ly  come w ith  h igh - 
gear w a r production.

They also kno w  th a t you can
no t organize F ord  by a lo t o f ba l
lyhoo and em p ty  gestures. They

CHI. MILKMEN 
ON PICKET LINE 
ONCE AGAIN

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
The 89 companies w h ich  have 

a lready signed w ith  the union 
can, i t  is estim ated, produce s u f
fic ie n t m ilk  fo r  the c ity  by w o rk 
in g  overtim e.

The m ilk  d rive rs  were ou t on 
s tr ik e  d u rin g  M ay  1-2, when the 
bosses a ttem pted  to  in troduce a 
25% wage cu t o f the $48 wage. 
T w o  days o f m il ita n t  s tr ik e  action 
forced the bosses to  re trea t, and 
the men w ent back to  w o rk  w ith  
a guarantee o f the $48 wage scale 
u n t il a new agreem ent was con
cluded. The truce  under w h ich  
they w en t back to  w o rk  provided, 
however, th a t a fte r  30 days ne
go tia tions. the differences be sub
m itte d  to  a rb itra tio n .

The union m em bership a t a 
m eeting  M ay  9 rejected the p ro 
v is ion  fo r  a rb itra tio n . In  the ne
g o tia tio ns  the bosses demanded 
the im m edia te  in s ta lla tio n  o f a

LEWIS WANTS 
SHARE IN FDR 
WAR DRIVE

(C ontinued fro m  Page 1)
On Feb. 10, p ra is in g  reso lu tions 

aga inst loans to  F in land, and de
fend ing them  aga inst Roosevelt, 
who had characterized the reso
lu tion s  as “ tw add le ,”  Lew is said: 

“ Those resolutions are sym 
bo lic o f w h a t is in  the  hearts no t 
on ly  o f the  young men and wo
men o f A m erica , b u t o f p rac
t ic a lly  every c itizen. They rep
resent the  constan t and the 
conscious and unconscious fears 
th a t, in  some way, the  p o lit ic 
ians and statesm en o f th is  
c o u n try  and the  w a rr in g  w o rld  
w i l l  in  some fashion d ra g  our 
c o u n try  in to  the  w a r, and i t ’s 
a p ro test.”

A nd  he repeated these a n t i
war, an ti-R ooseve lt sentim ents on 
succeeding o ’c c a s i o n s —  u n t il 
Roosevelt’s w a r d rive  go t under 
fu l l  steam la s t week.

------- :---- ;--------------------------
kno w  th a t the F o rd  w o rke rs  
m ust have th e ir  confidence re 
stored in  the U A W -C IO , by show
in g  them  th a t the un ion is fo rg 
in g  ahead. A nd  the w ay to  fo rge  
ahead is to  f ig h t and ge t the  30- 
hour week a t 4Q-hours pay.

15% wage cut, b u t g o t nowhere. 
W hereupon on Satu rday, M ay  18, 
the bosses posted a no tice on a ll 
barns th a t beg inn ing  w ith  M ay 
20, the basic wage w ould  be lo w 
ered to $40 per week— an $8 cut.

T h is  cons titu ted  a lockout, 
w h ich  the w o rkers  answered w ith  
m il ita n t  s tr ik e  action.

The m ilk  d rive rs  are f ig h tin g  a 
b a ttle  whose outcome is im por
ta n t fo r  o ther unions too. The 
Pop and B a ke ry  d rive rs  o f C h i
cago are s t i l l  being s ta lled  on 
th e ir  new con tract, w h ile  th e ir  
bosses a w a it the resu lts  o f the 
m ilk  s tr ike . P h ilip  S. Hanna, edi
to r  o f the Chicago Jou rna l of 
Commerce, addressing three hun
dred bosses a t the  S ioux C ity  
T ra ffic  C lub on M ay  8, s ingled o u t 
the Chicago m ilk  d rive rs  fo r  a 
v ic ious a ttack .

A tte n d in g  the m eeting  were 
tru c k in g  bosses fro m  Omaha, 
Chicago, Kansas C ity , St. Paul, 
M inneapolis, and o the r cities. 
They are w a tch in g  the m ilk  
s tr ike , p lann ing  an in tensive cam 
pa ign to  reduce the present d r iv 
ers’ scale in  a ll m id -W este rn  
c itie s  i f  the s tr ik e  is lost. T h a t is 
w h y  the f ig h t o f the Chicago m ilk  
d rive rs  is a na tiona l issue, and 
m ust be supported by  the en tire  
labo r movem ent.

Then, d ropp ing  a ll c r it ic is m  o f 
the w a r prepara tions, Lew is to ld  
the A m algam ated conven tion : “ I t  
is  p u b lic ly  know n th a t la bo r is 
fu l ly  in  accord w ith  the necessity 
o f na tiona l defense.”  Lew is raised 
on ly  one question:

‘W ill labo r be given a voice in  
the de te rm ina tion  o f na tiona l de
fense po lic ies and in  the discus
sion o f na tiona l defense produc
t io n ?  I f  no t, w h y  no t?  W ho is 
m ore en titled  to  a voice? I f  the 
cou n try  w ants  the cooperation o f 
labo r to do the w o rk  o f p repa ring  
fo r  w a r, and in  the  event o f w a r 
to  do the  necessary dy in g  in  the 
w ar, w h a t is w ro ng  w ith  a l i t t le  
cooperation on policies?

“ Even im p e ria l Eng land had to 
come to  it ,  and su re ly  dem ocra tic 
A m erica  can g ive labo r adequate 
representation.”

In  o ther words, Lew is  w ants 
no m ore than  the B r it is h  Labor 
P a r ty  bureaucra ts go t— a few  
scats in  the  cabinet, in  ex
change fo r  w h ich  they  redouble 
th e ir  e ffo rts— fo r  the y  were a l
ready sup po rting  the  w a r— to  
d ra g  every la s t w o rk e r in  to  his 
death.

Lew is has come to  heel, as 
Green d id  before him . The bu
reaucracies o f the A F L  and the 
CIO, ju s t  as the  Gompers leader
ship in  1917, w i l l  be re c ru it in g  
sergeants.

T h a t means th a t the f ig h t 
aga inst the  w a r and fo r  la bo r’s 
r ig h ts  w i l l  have to  be waged in 
sp ite  o f and aga inst the labo r 
bureaucrats.

IBEW PICKETS 
(ON-EDISON 
POWER PLANT

(C ontinued fro m  Page 1) 
securities, am oun t to  $1,083,203,- 
468. I t  is  one o f the w ea lth ies t 
corpora tions in  the U n ite d  States. 
The income fro m  the sale o f elec
t r ic i t y  fo r  the tw e lve  m on th  pe r
iod, ending M arch  31, 1940, was 
$199,041,450— alm ost ten m illio n  
do lla rs m ore tha n  in  the previous 
tw e lve  m onths. The com pany re 
po rted th a t the p ro fits  fo r  th a t 
period o f opera tion  was $37,045,-
006.

The increased p ro fits  came 
fro m  the lo w  wages pa id to  the 
w orkers. The increased p ro fits  a l
so came fro m  the  Edison Com
pany ’s m onopoly con tro l o f the 
sale o f gas and e le c tr ic ity . Con
sumers are charged fa r  m ore 
than is w a rra n te d  by the cost o f 
production, b u t the w o rke rs  ge t 
none o f the g ravy.

The Edison Com pany has g o t
ten the a id  o f T hu rm a n  A rno ld , 
who has been sm ashing down on 
Loca l 3 in  the  guise o f ‘ t ru s t-  
bus ting .’ I f  there is any tru s t-  
bu s ting  to  be done, i t  is the E d i
son Com pany th a t under the ru les 
o f the Sherm an A n t i- t ru s t  la w  i t 
self, should be busted w ide open!

Here is m ore: The Board  o f 
D irec to rs  o f the Edison Com pany 
have voted themselves some p re t
ty  fancy  salaries. Too fancy, in  
fac t. F o r  on M arch  21, 1940, the 
A ppe lla te  D iv is io n  o f the New  
Y o rk  S tate Supreme C o u rt con
victed the D irec to rs  o f the  Com
pany o f "m isa p p ro p ria tio n ”  o f 
com pany assets.

A  m in o r ity  g roup  o f s tock 
holders b rough t o u t in  the s u it 
th a t the D irec to rs  had “ g iven ”  a 
l i t t le  present o f $155,900 to  M a t
thew  S. Sloan when he re tire d  in  
1932. I t  was revealed th a t, " in  re 
cent years, the  investm en t bank
in g  house o f M organ, S tan ley, 
and Co., has handled as p rin c ip a l 
un de rw rite r, a ll Consolidated Edi-. 
son financ ing .”  Since 1935, th is  
u n d e rw rit in g  amounted to  $401,- 
747,000; tens-o f-m illions  o f do l
la rs  o f w h ich  w en t in to  the  pock
ets o f the House o f M organ.

I t  is  the same o ld  s to ry  come 
to  l ig h t  again. The bosses ge t the 
g ra v y ; the w orkers , a bare bone 
to  chew on. A nd  when the w o rk 
ers do ge t more, when they do 
ge t a l i t t le  m eat on the bone, 
down comes the  ham m er o f the 
c a p ita lis t system — and Loca l 3 is 
ind ic ted  fo r  op e ra ting  in  “ re 
s tra in t o f trade ” !

Consolidated Edison w o rke rs ! 
He lp you r bro thers  on the p icke t 
line ! S upport th e ir  s tr ik e  fo r  be t
te r  hours, b e tte r wages!

Roosevelt Ready 
To Spike 
Healey Act

by F A R R E L L  DO BBS

Roosevelt addressed a jo in t  session o f the 
U n ited  States Congress on M a y  16, bea ting  the 
drum s fo r  a b igge r and b e tte r a rm am en t p ro 
gram . The las t echoes o f h is speech had h a rd ly  
faded before the hounds o f b ig  business, h o t on 
the scent o f g re a te r w a r p ro fits , were bay ing  
lo ud ly  in  the ha lls  o f Congress.

F u ll o f p a tr io t ic  zeal, the bosses are m ore than  
anxious to bu ild  planes, guns, tan ks  and a ll the  
o th e r engines o f death and sell them  to  the  gov
ernm ent. B u t the y  w a n t no in te rfe rence  w ith  
th e ir  p ro fits .

Roosevelt has been qu ick  to  oblige. A dm in , 
is tra t io n  offic ia ls  and Congressional com m it
tees are p repa ring  le g is la tio n  w h ich  w iU repeal 
the lim ita t io n s  on p ro fits  and, a t the  same 
tim e, void the  m a in  p rov is ions o f the  W alsh- 
Healey A c t  and the  W age-H our A c t.

The W alsh-H ea ley A c t  fo rb ids  the  issuance o f 
governm ent con trac ts  to  em ployers unless they  
pay the  p re v a ilin g  wage. The unions have been 
able to  m ake use o f i t  in  p ro te c tin g  un ion wage 
ra tes  in  some indus tries  and in  estab lish ing  the 
40-hour week. The W age-H our A c t  ca lls a t p re 
sent fo r  a m in im um  wage ra te  o f 30c per ho u r 
and a m axim um  w o rk  week o f 42 hours.

The “ im p a r t ia l”  governm ent is  p re pa ring  to  
revise le g is la tio n  a ffec tin g  the  w a r indus tries  so 
th a t  bo th  ca p ita l and labo r w i l l  have a  free  
hand— c a p ita l to  m ake u n lim ite d  p ro fits  and 
labo r to  w o rk  longer hours a t lo w e r pay.

The top  offic ia ldom  o f bo th  the A F L  and the 
C IO  have steered a de libera te  course aw ay fro m  
independent w o rk in g  class action. Instead, they 
re lied upon the “ frien ds  o f la bo r”  in  the  govern
m en t apparatus. They hailed the passage o f the 
W alsh-H ea ley A c t  and the W age-H our A c t, 
am ong others, as p ro o f o f the w isdom  o f th is  
po licy. T h is  leadersh ip  sough t to  cu rb  m il ita n t  
class s trugg le  action  by the trade  unions in  s tr ik e  
s trugg les  aga ins t the em ployers and denounced 
a ll e ffo rts  o f the  w o rke rs  to  estab lish th e ir  ow n 
independent p o lit ic a l p a rty .

N ow  the mass p roduc tion  w o rkers  in  the w a r 
indus tries  find  th a t th e ir  “ f r ie n d ”  Roosevelt 
and th e ir  “ friends”  in  Congress are stepping 
aw ay fro m  a ll resp on s ib ility  to  w h ich  they  p re 
v ious ly  com m itted  themselves.
The trade  un ion w orkers , fo llo w in g  the false 

advice o f th e ir  n a tion a l leadership, depended upon 
Roosevelt. He has double-crossed them  again. 
They m us t now  overcome th e ir  delusions and p re 
pare fo r  an independent s tru g g le  aga inst the 
bosses.

Roosevelt has a lready an tic ip a ted  th a t th is  
s tru g g le  w i l l  be made. The demand o f Con
gressm an M a rt in  Dies, pub lic  stoo l pigeon num 
ber one, th a t special funds be app rop ria ted  to  
inves tiga te  “ F if th  C o lum n”  a c tiv itie s  in  the  
w a r industries, is  the  f irs t  step in  a s tr ik e 
b reak ing  program . The “ F i f th  C o lum n”  w h ich  
Roosevelt-D ies re a lly  have in  m ind  is none 
o th e r tha n  the  m il i ta n t  w o rke rs  who w i l l  stand 
up and f ig h t fo r  th e ir  r ig h ts .

The s trugg le  o f the w o rke rs  w i l l  become in 
creas ing ly  d ifficu lt. Roosevelt w i l l  in te rvene m ore 
and m ore openly on the  side o f the bosses. V ic 
to ry  fo r  the  w o rke rs  lies on ly  in  m il ita n t  trade 
un ion action, and independent p o lit ic a l ac tion  o f 
the w o rke rs  th ro u g h  th e ir  ow n p a rty .

The Struggle for a Proletarian Party
______________________________ ___________ B y  JA M E S  P. C A N N O N

~ ~ ~ ~ “ ^ ”  N a tio n a l S ecre tary, S.W.P.

(T h is  is the  la s t o f a series of a rtic les  by  Comrade 
Cannon, to  acqua in t ou r readers w ith  the  p a r ty ’s es tim a te  o f 
the  d ispute w h ich  arose in  the p a rty , was debated in  a seven- 
m onths’ discussion, and was settled  by a  decisive m a jo r ity  a t 
the  T h ird  N a tio n a l Convention, A p r i l  5-9.)

The Case of Burnham
Shachtm an and I  w orked hand in  hand in  th is  period, jo in t ly  

defending the p rogram  o f the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l on the  R us
sian question and jo in t ly  de fending the  “ reg im e.”  A t  th a t  tim e, 
w ith  the know ledge and p a rtic ip a tio n  o f Shachtm an, I  w ro te  a 
le tte r  about the  question o f B urnham  to  Comrade C rux. I  con
sider i t  necessary now to  pub lish  th is  le tte r. I  th in k  i t  w i l l  con
vince any ob jective comrade o f a t least tw o  po in ts : 1) T h a t the 
con flic t w ith  B urnham , w h ich  has reached the present s ta te  o f 
irre c o n c ila b ility , was c le a rly  foreshadowed m ore tha n  tw o  years 
ago- 2) T h a t I  pe rsona lly  wanted to  do e ve ry th in g  possible to  
m a in ta in  good re la tions  w ith  h im  and to  preserve h im  fo r  the 
re vo lu tio n a ry  m ovem ent. Here I  quote m y  le tte r  to  Comrade C rux 
in  fu l l :

December 16, 1937
“ Dear Comrade C rux,

“ The t r ip  to  M inneapo lis too k  tw o  weeks o u t o f m y  schedule 
a t a ve ry  a w kw a rd  tim e— the eve o f the convention. Nevertheless, 
I  th in k  i t  was w o rth w h ile . F ro m  a ll ind ica tions we succeeded, no t 
on ly  in  fru s tra t in g  the  fram e-u p  game o f the  S ta lin is ts , b u t in  
dea ling  them  a ve ry  heavy b low  in  the trade  un ion movem ent, 
especially. In  th is  case they counter-posed themselves, no t m ere ly  
to  the "T ro ts k y ite s ”  as a group, b u t to  the  organ ized la b o r move
m en t o f M inneapolis. The resu lts  were devasta ting  fo r  them . A nd 
I  m ust a d m it we helped the n a tu ra l process along.

"O u r comrades in  M inneapo lis were on the offensive a ll a long 
the line. A nd  i t  appears to  me th e ir  pos ition  in  the  trade  un ion 
m ovem ent is s tronger than ever. N a tio n a lly , also, I  th in k  we came 
ou t o f th is  sk irm is h  v ic to rious. The fa c t th a t P rofessor Dewey, 
in  his rad io  speech, re fe rred  to  the  M inneapo lis fram e-up, is  some
w h a t o f an in d ica tion  th a t ou r cam paign recorded its e lf  in  the 
m inds o f a fa ir ly  w ide c irc le  o f people who fo llo w  the developments 
in  the la bo r movement.

" I  now hope to  be able to  concentra te a l l m y  tim e  and a tte n 
tio n  on the  prepa ra tions fo r  the  convention. I  am com ple te ly 
o p tim is tic  abou t it .  I  kno w  th a t  the  ac tive  m em bership th rou gh ou t 
the coun try , especia lly those engaged in  mass w o rk , and they are 
by  no means few  in  num ber, are look ing  to  the convention w ith  
g re a t expectations and enthusiasm .

“ W e p lan to  o r ie n t the convention a long the  lines o f ou r 
general perspectives and tasks, and o u r concrete w o rk  in  the 
trade unions, p u tt in g  the  d ispu te  over the  Russian question in  
its  p rope r proportions. The comrades in  the  fie ld  a re  up in  arm s 
a t the perspective, ind ica ted by the in te rn a l discussion bu lle tins , 
th a t the  convention m ig h t resolve its e lf  m ere ly  in to  a discussion o f 
the Russian question.

" I t  has been decided th a t I  should m ake the trade  un ion re
p o rt w ith  the ob jective  o f ra is in g  th is  question to  f irs t  place in

the convention de libera tions. O ur comrades engaged in  trade  un ion 
w o rk  are securing modest successes in  an unexpected num ber o f 
places. A nd  i t  is  in  p rec ise ly  these places where the p a r ty  is go ing 
fo rw a rd , d ra w in g  in  hew  members, and where the s p ir it  o f revo
lu tio n a ry  op tim ism  prevails.

"The general pessim ism and s p ir it  o f defeatism , so s trong  
now in  the  c irc les  o f in te lle c tu a lis tic  and de-classed rad ica ls, a f 
fects ou r o rgan iza tion  p r im a r ily  in  N ew  Y o rk . Here, i t  m ust be 
adm itted , the social com position is no t o f the best, and th a t ex
pla ins m any th ings. A s  fo r  the  rea l w orkers, the harsh exigencies 
o f the d a ily  s trugg le  do no t p e rm it them  to  speculate too much 
on the sad s ta te  o f the  w orld , and the y  have no place w h ith e r to 
re tire .

“ I  fee l reasonably sure th a t the convention w il l  be a success 
fro m  the p o in t o f v iew  o f o rgan iz ing  and s t im u la tin g  ou r mass 
w o rk , and p o in tin g  the  whole a c t iv ity  o f the  p a r ty  in  th is  d irec
tion . A t  the  same tim e, o f course, we w i l l  n o t s lu r over the 
p rinc ip led  disputes. I  have had several ta lk s  w ith  Comrade Shacht
m an on th is  m a tte r. W e are fu l ly  agreed, and f irm ly  resolved, 
to  f ig h t fo r  a c lear and unam biguous B o lshevik  answer to  every 
question. W e hope a t the  same tim e  to  conduct th is  uncom pro
m is ing  f ig h t in  such a m anner, and in  such a tone, as to  avoid any 
serious d is ru p tio n  o f personal com rade ly re la tions. W e can re
s tra in  ourselves in  th is  respect to  the u tm ost because we are as
sured o f the f irm  suppo rt o f the ove rw he lm ing  m a jo r ity  o f the 
p a rty , and in  p a r tic u la r  o f the w o rk e r Bolsheviks.

“ R egard ing the  suggestion th a t Comrade B. should be inv ited  
to  v is it  you, bo th  M a x  and I  are o f the op in ion th a t th is  is to ta lly  
excluded before the convention. In  tru th , I  am ve ry  do ub tfu l 
w he the r i t  w i l l  be feasib le a fte r  the convention. W e m ust w a it  
and see the outcom e o f the  convention.

“ I  fee l i t  m y  d u ty  to  w r ite  you in  com plete frankness about th is  
m a tte r, and I  do so w ith  f u l l  confidence th a t m y rem arks w il l  
rem a in  w ith  you and y o u r im m edia te  co-w orkers.

“ W e do no t w a n t to  do o r say a n y th in g  th a t w ou ld  tend to  
sharpen personal re la tions. B o th  M a x  and I  are go ing as fa r  as pos
sible to  conc ilia te  and sm ooth over eve ry th ing , as long as i t  is 
no t a m a tte r  o f b lu rr in g  p rinc ip led  lines. B u t th a t is ju s t  the nub 
o f the m a tte r. I t  appears to  us th a t Comrade B. is un de rta k ing  
to  re v o lt fro m  fundam enta l p rinc ip les  in  general, and no t on ly  on 
the  Russian question.

“ A s  the convention approaches, we come m ore and m ore in to  
con flic t over the  conception o f the  p a rty . The questions o f democ
racy, cen tra lism , ir re c o n c ila b ility , s tubborn  resistance aga inst the 
in f i lt ra t io n  o f a lien moods and theories, the  necessity o f a b ru ta l 
offensive aga ins t the  in te lle c tu a lis tic  c a la m ity  howlers, defeatists, 
and be lly-achers in  general— on a ll these questions, w h ich, in  the 
present s itu a tio n  spell the m eaning o f Bolshevism , we come m ore 
and m ore in to  pro found, i f  p o lite ly  conducted dispute. In  such a 
tim e  as th is , when we m ust take  arm s aga inst the w o rld  o f -en
emies and d is in te g ra tin g  fac to rs , Comrade B. is  g re a tly  hand i
capped by  h is background, h is environm ent, and his tra in in g . 
H e has a  s tro n g  character, and o f his a b ility , I  need n o t speak, 
b u t i t  seems to  me, th a t the d isputes a r is in g  fro m  the Russian 
question, and now  fro m  o th e r questions, are n o t p r im a r ily — or, 
be tte r, no t fun dam e n ta lly— in te lle c tu a l o r  theore tica l.

“ Now , I  m us t te ll you, dear friend , th a t I  th in k  he is su ffe rin g  
fro m  the in te lle c tu a l soul sickness. W ho can cure th a t?  I f  he 
were com ple te ly  iden tified  w ith  a  g roup  o f w o rk e r Bolsheviks, and 
could be b ro u g h t under the influence o f  th e ir  s p ir i t  in  day to  day 
s trugg le , -one could have m ore hope. B u t the re ’s the  rub. He does 
no t re a lly  fee l h im se lf to  be one o f us. P a r ty  w o rk , fo r  h im , is no t 
a voca tion  b u t an avocation. He is n o t in  a pos ition  to  tra v e l the 
coun try , to  take  p a r t  in  the action  o f o u r comrades in  the  field, 
to  live  w ith  them , and learn  fro m  them , and come under th e ir  
influence in  h is personal life . H is  social env ironm en t is  en tire ly  
d iffe ren t. Y ou kno w  v e ry  w e ll th a t the  academ ic w o rld  o f the 
real, as w e ll as the pseudo, in te llec tua ls , is  w e igh ted down now w ith  
the heavy pessim ism in  general, and w ith  a new skep tic ism  about 
eve ry th ing . W ith o u t his re a lly  com prehending it ,  Comrade B  h im 
self is affected by  th is  pressure o f h is d a ily  environm ent. Combine 
th is  w ith  a g re a t tendency on his jS&rt to  deprecate h is p a r ty  co
w orkers, and to  res is t the  idea o f being influenced o r ta u g h t any
th in g , even by o u r in te rn a tio n a l comrades, and you can see the 
problem  doesn’t  prom ise any easy so lu tion.

" I  m ust say th a t  I  sensed fo r  a long tim e  the com ing o f th is  
personal c ris is— th a t is w h a t i t  re a lly  is—o f Comrade B. I  know , 
as we a ll do, th a t  the  R e vo lu tion a ry  P a r ty  devours men. Demands 
e ve ry th in g  and repels f lir ta tio n s . B y  a ll r ig h ts , now, Comrade B., 
hav ing  established h im se lf as one o f the m ost p ro m ine n t leaders 
o f the p a rty , and bearing  in  m ind  the  p a r ty ’s indispensable need 
o f a m ore active  pro fessional s ta ff, should be p re pa ring  him self, 
a t least, to  become a fu n c tio n a ry , w ith  a l l th a t i t  im p lies. W hen 
I  re tu rned  fro m  C a lifo rn ia  la s t spring , I  had the hope th a t  he would 
be ready fo r  such a d ra s tic  decision. In d ire c tly , I  suggested to 
h im  th a t w ith  ou r break fro m  the S.P., he should take  over the 
office o f na tiona l secre tary. H is  fa ilu re  to  reac t to  th is  suggestion 
a t th a t tim e, a lthough  there  was then no trace  o f serious d iffe r
ences, fille d  me w ith  m isg iv ings  fo r  the  fu tu re .

“ I  have w r it te n  you th is  ex trem e ly  f ra n k  op in ion because I  
th in k  i t  is necessary fo r  you to  know  the na tu re  o f the problem , 
as I  see it .  Perhaps on th a t  basis you can m ake suggestions o r 
proposals w h ich  w i l l  help bo th  us and Comrade B. in  fin d in g  a 
common language and a com m on path.

Com radely,
(s igned) J. P. Cannon”

F rom  th is  le tte r  i t  is  evident th a t  m y  op in ion o f the  p e tty - 
bourgeois a tt itu d e  o f B urnham  was n o t suddenly fo rm u la ted  a t the  
ou tb reak o f the present fa c tio n a l s trugg le . The “ in te lle c tu a l soul- 
sickness” — th a t is  the pe tty -bourgeo is  sickness.

B u t th a t is  no t y e t the whole s to ry . S h o rtly  p r io r  to  the  w r i t 
in g  o f the above le tte r  I  had occasion to  be in  M inneapo lis (a t  the 
tim e  o f the Corcoran m urd e r) as m entioned in  the le tte r  to  C rux. 
There I  had a discussion w ith  a group o f lead ing comrades about 
the disputes in  the  p a r ty  and about the  s itu a tio n  in  the leading 
com m ittee  in  N ew  Y o rk . These comrades, whom  the opposition
is ts  now dep ict as ig n o ra n t in te lle c tua l-ha te rs , emphasized ve ry  
s tro n g ly  to  me in  th is  discussion th e ir  desire th a t the  d ispute w ith  
B urnham  be conducted in  such a w a y  as n o t to  antagonize h im  
unnecessarily, o r  to  weaken un du ly  h is pos ition  in  the p a rty . 
They made i t  c lear th a t  the y  valued h is a b ilitie s  v e ry  h ig h ly  
and w ished assurances o f com rade ly tre a tm e n t fo r  h im  th a t would 
fa c il ita te  h is continued fu n c tio n in g  as a p a r ty  leader a fte r  the 
convention.

I  assured them  o f m y  readiness to  com ply w ith  th e ir  w ishes 
in  th is  respect. I  expressed the op in ion, however, th a t  the  rea l 
troub le  w ith  B urnham  was no t so m uch his m is taken  p o lit ic a l 
pos ition  as the  m ore fundam enta l co n flic t between his bourgeois 
personal life  and the in c reas ing ly  exac ting  demands the p a rty  
m ust m ake upon a  leader. In  such cases, I  to ld  them , I  had f re 

qu en tly  observed th a t  people unconsciously seek to  ra tio na lize  
th e ir  personal d ifficu ltie s  and con trad ic tions  in  the fo rm  o f h a s tily  
a rrived  a t “ p o lit ic a l d ifferences”  w ith  the p a rty . I  said th a t i f  we 
could fee l sure th a t B u rn ha m  was re a lly  one o f us, i f  he would 
show some s ign o f de te rm in a tion  on his p a r t  to resolve h is per
sonal con trid ic tio n s  and come to  w o rk  in  the re v o lu tio n a ry  m ove
m en t in  earnest— in  th a t  case we could have m uch m ore ground 
to  hope th a t the p o lit ic a l d ifferences between us w ou ld  even tua lly  
be overcome in  the course o f com rade ly discussion and common 
w o rk .

S h o rtly  a f te r  the convention B urn ha m  requested th a t Shacht
m an and I  m eet h im  a t lunch  aw ay  fro m  the  office to  discuss a 
ve ry  im p o rta n t m a tte r. A t  th is  m eeting  he to ld  us th a t a com 
rade, w ho had attended the  M inneapo lis  discussion, had reported 
m y  rem arks to  h im . He emphasized, however, th a t i t  had been 
done in  good fa ith  and w ith  the  best o f  in ten tions. I  expressed m y  
re g re t th a t the question had been p u t to  h im  in  such a po in t-b lan k  
fash ion before he m ig h t be ready to  g ive  an answer. However, 
the fa t  was in  the fire , and there  was no th in g  to  do b u t face the 
issue.

B urnham  sta ted  fra n k ly  th a t he w asn’t  sure b u t th a t I  m ig h t 
be r ig h t  in  m y  assum ption th a t in  h is p o lit ic a l d isputes w ith  us 
he was s im p ly  ra tio n a liz in g  his personal con trad ic tions. H e said 
i t  was a rea l con trad ic tion , th a t  he recognized it ,  and th a t  he was 
n o t y e t ready to  solve i t  d e fin itive ly . Instead o f p lun g in g  deeper 
in to  p a r ty  w o rk , he w anted  m ore tim e  to  consider the m a tte r, and 
wanted to  be released fo r  the n e x t period fro m  a ll p a r ty  duties 
except h is re g u la r l i te ra ry  w o rk . W e discussed the m a tte r  in  a 
fr ie n d ly  w a y ; we d idn ’t  g ive  h im  any bu reaucra tic  orders; we ac
ceded to  h is  demands

The m inutes o f the p o lit ic a l com m ittee  m ee ting  fo r  January  
20, 1938 record the o ffic ia l d isposition o f the m a tte r  as fo llow s :

"C annon: R eports th a t  Com rade B urnham , in  the  n e x t period, 
w an ts  to  concentra te h is w o rk  fo r  the p a r ty  on w r i t in g  fo r  the 
m agazine and paper.

“ M o tio n  by Cannon: F o r  the n e x t period we consider Comrade 
B u rn ha m ’s w o rk  to  be spec ifica lly  l i te ra ry  and e d ito r ia l and th a t 
he be exem pted fro m  rou tine  sub-com m ittee w o rk . C a rried .”

I f  some w o rk e r in  the  p a rty , w ho is denied exem ption  fro m  
d is ta s te fu l duties, reads th is  e x tra c t fro m  the m inutes o f the 
P o lit ic a l C om m ittee  he m ay indeed d ra w  ce rta in  conclusions abou t 
the existence o f “ second class c itizens”  in  the  p a rty . B u t he w i l l  
no t f ind  any evidence th a t ou r fo rem ost p a r ty  in te lle c tu a l was 
placed in  th is  category. ( In c id e n ta lly , i t  can be learned fro m  th is  
account th a t the  fam ous “ N ew  Y e a r’s m ee ting”  on the  au to  cam 
pa ign  was n o t the  on ly  occasion when fo rm a l decisions o f the  P.C. 
were prepared beforehand in  in fo rm a l discussions. There were 
m any such occasions find the re  w i l l  be m any m ore in  the fu tu re . 
I t  is  the no rm a l m ethod o f any serious “ co llec tive  leadership.” )

W h a t changed since then? W h a t happened to  b reak o ff a ll 
personal and p o lit ic a l co llab o ra tion  and eve n tua lly  b r in g  us 
to  the present s itu a tio n ?  On m y  p a rt, n o th in g  changed; m y 
course today  is the  same as i t  was then. B urnham  moved s tead ily  
in  an opposite d irec tion . A n d  Shachtm an, soon a fte r  the conversa
t io n  recorded above, began to  s h if t  over in to  the o rb it  o f B u m - 
ham. W e d r if te d  a p a rt and now stand in  opposite camps. B u m - 
ham, as h is  a rtic le  “ Science and S ty le ”  testifies, has broken com 
p le te ly  w ith  M a rx ism  and Bolshevism  and the p ro le ta ria n  revo
lu tio n . Shachtm an, w ho yeste rday defended Bolshevism  aga inst 
B urnham , today defends B urnham  aga ins t Bolshevism . L e t them  
t r y  to  exp la in  these developm ents by  references to  the “ bu reaucra t
ism ”  o f Cannon and the  m ach inations o f a “ c lique.”  These are s im 
p ly  excuses inven ted a f te r  the  fa c t. A l l  m y  effo rts , as I  believe I  
have dem onstrated, were exerted tow a rd  a  d iffe re n t end.
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Roosevelt On Strikes
"Labor w ill not attempt to take advantage of 

its collective power to foment strikes and inter
fere w ith the national defense program to 
squeeze higher wages from  employers in  the so- 
called war industries.”

These were Roosevelt’s words at his press 
conference Tuesday. They are a command to or
ganized labor not to strike in steel, auto, coal, 
tool and die shops, metal fabricating plants, mu
nitions and airplane factories, clothing shops 
working on army orders, all other plants work
ing on army orders— and where is the list to 
end? For preparation for war, like war itself, is 
today totalitarian, embracing the entire economic 
life  o f the country. What Roosevelt is doing is 
to command the trade unions to surrender their 
principal weapon.

What value has a union which cannot as a 
final resort back up its demands with the strike 
weapon? Every experienced worker knows that 
a union which cannot strike ceases really to be a 
union and can no longer protect the jobs and 
wages o f its members.

That is Roosevelt’s program. That is what 
“ national defense”  means under a capitalist gov
ernment. Labor can yield not an inch to Roose
velt, unless it wants to commit suicide.

GM  and the U A W
A ll the officers o f the Auto Workers Union 

agree that unemployment is the major problem 
facing the membership o f their organization. 
They all agree that continued mass unemploy
ment is daily undermining and w ill eventually de
stroy their union. They all agree that the auto 
corporations are squeezing out o f the workers 
millions o f dollars in profits and can well afford 
to lower the hours o f work. They all go further 
and say that the only answer to this condition is 
the establishment o f the thirty-hour week at 40- 
hours pay throughout the industry. Reuther says 
so. Thomas says so. Phil Murray says so.

Furthermore, over a year ago, the Cleveland 
convention, representing the entire membership 
o f the U A W , instructed the Executive Board to 
work for the 30-hour week at 40-hours pay.

Yet nothing has been done to w in this neces
sary reform.

Today negotiations for a new contract are in 
progress with the General Motors Corporation. 
What better place to begin the great campaign 
fo r the 30-hour week at 40-hours pay? The GM 
workers displayed matchless heroism two years 
ago in the great GM strike and inspired by their 
example the whole C IO  movement. The GM 
workers just a few weeks ago chalked up another 
decisive victory for the CIO in the N LR B  elec
tions. By every indication, the men in the shops

have shown that they mean to move forward to 
win economic security for themselves and their 
families and that they know that the first step in 
this direction is the winning of the 30-hour week 
at 40-hours pay.

This week, however, the auto workers have 
learned to their dismay, that the union negotiat
ing committee is definitely not demanding the 
30-hour week at 40-hours pay.

W hy not? Answering this week the fighting 
resolution o f the F lin t South Fisher local de
manding immediate negotiations in GM for the 
30-hour week at 40-hours pay, Thomas, Presi
dent o f the U A W , w rites: “ There is only one 
way a great reform like the 30-hour week can 
be won. That is by making our organization an 
invincible union.”

Apparently the U A W  is not invincible now. 
W hy not? GM is solidly organized. The over
whelming m ajority o f the GM workers are in 
the union. The GM workers have proved in ac
tion their intelligence, courage and militancy. 
What prevents these workers from becoming in
vincible? Nothing, except the supihe, cowardly 
policy o f the present U A W  leadership, who give 
lip service to forward looking demands and m il
itant policies, but in practice are afraid o f them.

Even the supposed progressive president o f the 
Detroit Briggs local, who has been giving verbal 
support for the past year and a half to the 30- 
hour week at 40-hours pay demand discovers at 
this late date that “ in order to constructively 
fight the Nation’s No. 1 problem, Unemploy
ment, we must fight fo r a 30-hour week at 40- 
hours pay. . . . tB U T l this problem can only be 
put into effect by solving the No. 1 problem of 
the U A W -C IO , that is the organization of 
Ford’s.”  H is statement ends with the call to 
“ Help solve the problem o f Unemployment by 
fighting for a 30-hour week at 40-hour pay by 
paying the Ford assessment.”  But the auto work
ers have been paying their Ford assessments for 
over two years!

I f  you cannot fight fo r the 30-hour week at 
40-hours pay because the union is not “ invinc
ible”  and i f  the union is not “ invincible”  because 
Ford remains unorganized, the question is why 
hasn’t Ford been organised?

Ford remains unorganized for the same rea
son that Ihomas, Reuther, Hillman and Murray 
refuse to demand at GM the 30-hour week at 
40-hours pay. For the same reason that the “ L it 
tle Steel”  strike was lost and fo r the same reason 
that “ L ittle  Steel”  remains unorganized to this 
day. Because o f the chicken-hearted, weak-kneed 
policies o f these so-called leaders o f labor; who 
trusted and to this day trust Roosevelt and every 
other boss politician and never trusted and have 
no trust in the militancy and power o f the work
ing class. Start a bold fight for the 30-hour week 
at 40-hours pay and the U A W  w ill be more in
vincible today than it was in the great strike of 
1937 which brought General Motors to its knees.

The pessimistic croaking o f Thomas & Co. 
does not represent the voice o f the m ilitant auto 
workers who licked GM and Chrysler and threw 
the fear o f God into the hearts o f the nation’s 
open shop manufacturers. The real aspirations 
and desires o f the auto workers are represented 
far better by the fighting program o f the F lin t 
Fisher local insisting “ that the 30-hour week at 
40-hours pay be included as an immediate de
mand in contractual negotiations with GM.”

Only such a program w ill alleviate unemploy
ment.

Only such a program w ill restore the lost con
fidence o f the Ford workers and lay the neces- 
sary groundwork for a new offensive to organize 
the more than 100,000 workers at Ford’s.

Only such a program points the road to the 
achievement o f economic security for the auto
mobile workers and w ith ’ them the steel workers, 
the rubber workers, the glass workers and the 
rest o f American labor.

Memorial Day
M em oria l D ay w i l l  be celebrated w ith  a r is in g  wave 

o f 100% A m erican  jingo ism , as the boss class p re 
pares the w o rke rs  to  do th e ir  “ p a tr io t ic  d u ty ”  in  the 
new w str fo r  p ro fits  overseas.

B u t the w orkers, fo r  the th ird  successive year now, 
w i l l  com m em orate M em oria l D ay  fo r  a d iffe re n t rea
son. They w il l  rem em ber the v ic tim s  o f ano the r w a r 
o f the bosses— the s la ug h te r by Tom  G ird le r ’s Repub
lic  Steel, and the w ill in g  Chicago police, o f ten un 
arm ed w o rke rs  d u rin g  a peaceful s tr ik e  parade on 
M em oria l Day, 1937.

They w il l  rem em ber the solid line  o f cops by whom  
the unarm ed s tr ik e rs  were con fronted a t Republic 
S tee l’s South Chicago p lan t. They w i l l  rem em ber the 
cold-blooded opening o f f ire  in to  the w o rke rs ' ranks, 
w ith o u t w a rn in g ; the v ic ious s lugg ing  and pounding 
o f wounded w o rke rs ; and the dam ning m oving  p ic tu re  
o f the en tire  s laugh te r, ending w ith  a v ie w  o f the 
s m ilin g  police du s ting  themselves o ff a f te r  a jo b  w e ll 
done fo r  th e ir  em ployers.

W orke rs  should rem em ber th is  M em oria l Day, th a t 
Tom  G ird le r and his lik e  are the  bosses whose p ro fits  
they are expected to  safeguard w ith  th e ir  lives in  the 
Second W orld  W ar.

A nd  in  the name o f the m a rty rs  w ho fe ll in  South 
Chicago in  the  f ig h t fo r  w o rke rs ’ r ig h ts  and w o rke rs ’ 
freedom , the y  should resolve to dedicate th e ir  lives to 
on ly  one f ig h t— the f ig h t  o f the  w o rke rs  aga inst the 
bosses. A ll the p a tr io t ic  parades and the fifes  and 
drum s in  the land w i l l  n o t suffice to  d im  the  m em ory 
o f the M em oria l D ay M assacre o f 1937. L e t the w o rk 
ers rem em ber anew, th is  M em oria l Day, th a t th e ir  
m ain enemy now, as d u rin g  the F irs t  W orld  W ar, is  
s t i l l  the class enemy a t home.

Fascist ‘Christian 9
Open Drive in New York City

B y  S A M  M A R C Y
The Fasc is t C h ris tian  M ob iliz 

ers have filed a notice w ith  the 
police depa rtm ent th a t they in 
tend to  commence ou tdoo r m eet
ings d u rin g  the m onth  o f M ay.

They in tend to  fo llo w  tw o  new 
lines o f dem agogy in  th e r cam 
pa ign th is  sum m er, in add ition  
to th e ir  usual an ti-S em itic  poison.

T h e ir f ir s t  line  w ill be to  ex
p lo it  the a n ti-w a r sentim ents of 
the masses, especia lly the C ath
o lic  masses, by pa lm ing  o ff the 
w a r as a “ Jew ish p lo t o f In te r 
na tiona l B ankers.”  The cue to  
th is  line  was g iven to  them  by 
Coughlin  long ago. I t  is s ig n if i
can t to  note in  th is  connection, 
th a t the C atho lic  News, w h ich 
has the approva l o f the A rc h 
bishop Spellm an o f N ew  Y ork , 
p rin ted  w ith o u t com m ent sections 
o f C ough lin ’s Sunday broadcast 
in  w h ich  he assumes the innocent 
ro le o f the guard ian  o f the peace.

Congressman Thorke lson o f 
M ontana, v ic ious anti-Sem ite , re 
cen tly  came here to  address a 
m eeting o f C h ris tian  M ob ilizers 
a t E b lin g  Casino in  the B ronx. I t  
is said th a t he wove hip  s to ry  o f 
in te rn a tio n a l bankers, gold and 
Jews, so s k il lfu lly ,  th a t he had 
his hoodlum  audience y e llin g  fo r  
a pogrom .

F A S C IS T S  U S E  C A T H O L IC IS M  
A S  A  CO VER

The o th e r line  o f dem agogy 
was exem plified a t a m eeting, 
called by the “ P arents Defense 
Fund,”  to  p ro tes t the ind ic tm ents  
o f the 17 defendants, members o f 
the C h ris tian  F ro n t, who are now 
on t r ia l  in  B rook lyn . In  re a lity  
the Parents Defense Fund is no
th in g  bu t a stooge fo r  the C h ris 
tia n  F ro n t. The line was th a t 
"C a tho lics  and C hris tians are be
in g  persecuted.”  The Reverend 
Curran, head o f the In te rn a tio n a l 
C a tho lic  T ru th  Society, and a 
rab id  fo llo w e r o f Coughlin, openly 
spoke fo r  the C h ris tian  F ro n t. 
In  com m enting on some o f the 
stories in  the press about the 
t r ia l  o f the C h ris tian  F ron te rs , 
F a th e r C u rran  proposed to “ su r
g ic a lly  remove the m a lady”  o f a 
“ fre e ”  press. The c ry  o f “ perse
cu tion  o f C a tholics”  is being s k il

fu l ly  c u ltiva te d  by the  C oughlin- 
C urran-C assidy com bination in  
the sta te  and c ity  governm ent de
pa rtm ents , especia lly in  the New 
Y o rk  C ity  police departm ent.

The c ry  o f "persecu tion  o f 
Caholics”  is never raised on be
h a lf o f C a tho lic  w orkers , when 
the y  are clubbed by police d u rin g  
s trikes , o r  b ru ta lly  beaten a t 
re lie f bureaus, o r d ischarged fo r  
un ion a c tiv ity , o r  dism issed fro m  
the W P A  rolls. C ough lin ’s poison 
sheet, “ Social Justice ,”  o r its  m i
serable echo, in  B rook lyn , the 
"T a b le t,”  have y e t to  raise th e ir  
voice on beha lf o f C a tho lic  w o rk - 
ke rs ! The C oughlin-C urran-C as- 
s idy  com bination  and its  o rgan 
ized expression, the C h ris tian  
F ro n t and C h ris tian  M obilizers, 
u tiliz e  C atho lic ism  m ere ly  as a 
sanctim onious cover behind w h ich  
they propagate the b lackest re 
action.

W H Y  SO M A N Y  COPS 
A R E  C O U G H L IN IT E S

I t  has been said th a t as m any 
as a thousand m embers o f the 
police force belong to  the C h ris 
t ia n  F ro n t. T h is  is no secret to 
Police Com m issioner V a len tine  o r 
h is  “ lib e ra l”  Chief, LaG uard ia . To 
date they have done no th in g  to  
break up the o rgan iza tion  except 
to  address a questionnaire  to the 
police force as to  w hethe r they 
belonged to  the o rgan iza tion . 
T h is  questionnaire  n a tu ra lly  was 
no th in g  m ore than a sop to  pub
lic  opin ion. I t  accomplished no
th in g  except to  cover up the 
C h ris tian  F ro n t o f the  police de
pa rtm ent.

Perhaps i t  is no t ou t o f place 
here to  exp la in  e xa c tly  w h y  so 
m any members o f the police force 
belong to  the C h ris tian  F ron t.

D u rin g  the so-called e ra  of 
“ p ro spe rity ,”  g ra f t  and co rru p 
tion  flourished in  the c ity  o f New 
Y o rk  more than  in  any o ther c ity  
w ith  the possiole exception o f 
Chicago. I t  fed a con s tan tly  
g ro w in g  n e tw o rk  o f racketeers, 
gangsters, and a ll sorts  o f under
w o rld  elements. B u t w ith  the 
com ing o f the cris is  the y  had to 
be “ e lim ina ted ,”  to  some extent, 
as a "m easure o f economy.”  The 
L a  G uard ia  A d m in is tra tio n  in

con junction  w ith  D is tr ic t  A t to r 
ney Dewey made i t  th e ir  task  to 
"cleanse”  the  c ity . Everyone 
knew  o f the inseparable connec
tion  between the underw orld  and 
the  police d e p a r t m e n t .  To 
"cleanse”  the la tte r, would expose 
and d isc red it in  the eyes o f the 
masses the “ forces o f Law  and 
O rder.”

Hence a d iffe re n t m ethod was 
used— the m ethod o f “ a t t r it io n ,”  
i.e., qu ie t d ism issal, resignation , 
and re tire m en t. The police force 
became ve ry  j i t t e r y  w ith  each 
new expose o f the c r im in a l un
derw orld . A  wave o f suicides in 
the fo rce  to ta lled  m ore than  100. 
W ith  such a mood p re va ilin g  
am ong the police, someone was 
bound to  take  up th e ir  defense. 
The C ough lin -C urran-C assidy fo r 
ces had th e ir  connections w ith  the 
cops. They knew  th e ir  sentim ents, 
and fears. They took up the cud
gels fo r  them.

R E S U LT S  IN  B R U T A L IT Y  
A G A IN S T  D E M O N S TR A TO R S

B u t they could no t defend th e ir  
case on the m e rits ; hence the in 
sidious cam paign o f a “ Jew ish 
p lo t,”  persecuting “ C a tho lic  po l
icemen,”  and the "Jew ish  Com
m un is t-con tro lled  governm ent”  
who hold the cops back fro m  per
fo rm in g  th e ir  d u ty  when reds 
"create  r io ts .”

The la s t m entioned lie  has be
come so w idespread th a t Com 
m issioner V a len tine  recen tly  a t a 
Com m union B re a k fa s t o f the po l
ice depa rtm ent admonished the 
police " to  be rough, tough, and 
as obnoxious as possible to  hood
lum s and gangsters.”  The recent 
b ru ta l alssaults upon the demon
s tra to rs  a t the F rench Consulate 
and o th e r places show th a t the 
cops understood the police ch ie f 
o n ly  too we ll.

Thus the C ough lin -C urran  Cas
sidy com bination has reason to  
believe th a t they  w ill be am p ly  
"p ro te c te d " by the police in  th e ir  
a c tiv itie s  th is  sum m er.

The im p e ria lis t w a r abroad 
should no t b lind  the w o rke rs  to 
reaction  a t home. The answer o f 
the  w o rkers  to  the Coughlin- 
C urran-C assidy com bination  m ust 
be: W orke rs  Defense G uards!

In the World of Labor
=== By Paul G. Stcvcns= -------------—

Anti-War Militants Answer 
British Labor Party Bureaucrats

Some tim e ago we m entioned th a t the le ft-w in g  
organ iza tion  in  the B r it is h  Labo r P a r ty  adhering 
to  the p rinc ip les o f revo lu tiona ry  socialism  w h ich  
are also those o f the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l, had 
been banned by the Labo r P a r ty  bureaucracy. Be
low  we re p r in t an exp lanation  o f th is  step given 
by the o ffic ia l organ o f the League, The M il ita n t,  
in  its  A p r i l issue.

“ The N a tio n a l E xecu tive  o f the Labo r P a rty  
has issued its  ukase dec la ring  th a t m em bership 
in  the M il ita n t  Labo r League is incom patib le  w ith  
m em bership o f the p a rty . In  ta k in g  th is  decision, 
the p a r ty  chiefs d id  no t a tte m p t to  discuss the 
question w ith  the people involved, in  sp ite  o f 
the fa c t th a t a ll members o f the M il i ta n t  Labo r 
League are active  m embers o f th e ir  local Labo r 
parties, m any o f them  ho ld ing  im p o rta n t posi
tions. The decision o f the E xecu tive  was taken  in  
a th o ro u g h ly  bu reaucra tic  m anner and recorded 
in  the ‘Labo r Press Service’ w ith o u t a  w ord  o f 
exp lanation.

“ In  the lig h t  o f th is  decision, i t  is  w o rth  w h ile  
to  exam ine b rie fly  the h is to ry  and aim s o f the 
M .L .L . . . .  In  No. 1 o f the ‘M il i ta n t ’ we sta ted :

“  'W e there fore ca ll fo r  the im m edia te  crea tion  
o f a le ft-w in g  o rgan iza tion  w h ich  w i l l  include a ll 
Labo r P a rty  w o rke rs  who are w ill in g  to s trugg le  
fo r  a re vo lu tio n a ry  p rogram  and leadership, an 
organ iza tion  w h ich  can o ffe r to  the  w o rke rs  a 
c lear soc ia lis t a lte rn a tiv e  to  the polic ies o f 
treachery  and despair o f the e x is tin g  leadership.’

“  'The M .L .L . stands fo r  w o rk in g  class s trugg le  
aga inst a ll im p e ria lis t w a rs  and aga inst a ll p re 
pa ra tions fo r  such wars. . . .  I t  ca lls  fo r  the 
w a g in g  o f the class s trugg le  both before and 
d u rin g  the w a r fo r  the ove rth ro w  o f the im per
ia lis t  governm ent and the seizure o f power by 
the w o rk in g  class.’ (M il ita n t ,  Nov. 1937).

"T h is  po licy  decla ra tion  has been the keynote 
o f the s trugg le  o f the League since its  fo rm a tio n .
. . . W hen w a r f in a lly  broke o u t la s t September, 
the M .L .L . alone in  the La bo r P a r ty  issued a 
m anifesto, w h ich  declared the con flic t to  be one 
between r iv a l im peria lism s, and called upon the 
w o rke rs  to  concentra te th e ir  f ire  on the enemy 
a t home— the B r it is h  boss class.

"S m a ll wonder th a t the N a tion a l E xecu tive  o f 
the Labor P a r ty  has issued its  ban! A s  the w a r 
progresses and w id e r sections o f the  w o rk in g  
class see m ore c le a rly  its  rea c tion a ry  nature, 
so the base o f the  La bo r bureaucracy narrow s. In  
o rder to  p ro te c t th e ir  positions so th a t the y  m ay 
continue to  c a rry  o u t the behests o f the c a p ita l
is t class, they  m ust a tte m p t to  smash a ll genuine 
socia lis t opposition in  the p a rty . I t  is  n o t acc i
dental th a t the M .L .L . is  banned a t the  period 
when B r it is h  im peria lism  plans to  extend the 
w ar, and ta lk  o f fu r th e r  sacrifices in  blood and 
m oney is in  the a ir. . . .

“ The La bo r P a r ty  is no t the p ro p e rty  o f the 
leadership. I t  was b u ilt  up by the B r it is h  w o rk 
in g  class. W e have the same r ig h t  as A ttle e  o r 
Greenwood to  public ize o u r p o in t o f v iew , to  a t
tem p t to  influence the p a r ty  m em bership by p ro 
paganda and strugg le . I f  the m em bership o f the 
Labo r P a r ty  supports the leadership in 'd e n y in g  
us th is  m ost e lem entary dem ocra tic r ig h t,  then

i t  is  co m m ittin g  p o lit ic a l suicide, and hand ing 
over the p a rty , lock, s tock and ba rre l to  the
bosses. . .

The M .L .L . also sent the fo llo w in g  docum ent to  
na tiona l newspapers and le ft-w in g  period ica ls as 
a p a r t o f the cam paign o f p ro te s t aga inst the 
Labo r P a rty  ban:

"M em bers o f the M .L .L . have recen tly  learned 
th a t the E xecu tive  C om m ittee Of the La bo r P a r
ty  has decided th a t o u r o rgan iza tion  is no t s u it
able fo r  a ff ilia tio n  to  the P a rty , and th a t the re 
fo re  m em bership o f the M .L .L . is incom patib le  
w ith  m em bership o f the Labo r P a rty .

“ Th is news w h ich  am ounts to  a v ir tu a l bann ing 
o f ou r organ iza tion  was on ly  obtained fro m  the 
general press; we were never o ff ic ia lly  notified, 
no charges have been made aga inst ou r conduct, 
and in  fa c t no specific reasons were g iven  fo r  the 
ban.

“ W e em p ha tica lly  p ro te s t aga ins t th is  ban as a 
den/al o f dem ocracy and p o lit ic a l freedom  w ith in  
the w o rke rs ’ o rgan iza tion . W h ile  w o rk in g  e n tire 
ly  w ith in  the La bo r P a r ty  fo r  a num ber o f years, 
the M .L .L . has a lw ays upheld the  r ig h t  o f le ft-  
w in g  op in ion to  be heard, and we sha ll no t accept 
lig h t ly  th is  G estapo-like a tte m p t by the o ffic ia l 
leadership to brush aside a ll fo rm s o f dem ocra tic  
freedom  w ith in  the La bo r P a r ty  in  an e ffo r t to  
crush honest p o lit ic a l c r it ic is m  o f th e ir  po licy .”

Working Women Against the War
F rom  another B r it is h  la bo r paper, dated M ay, 

1940, we take  the fo llo w in g  ite m :
“ The 201 delegates to  the Conference on W o

men in  W a rtim e  held in  London on A p r i l 20th, 
have given a fine m il ita n t  lead to a ll the m illio ns  
o f to il-w o rn  women o f th is  coun try . The every
day s trugg le  ‘to  m ake ends m eet’ expressed its e lf  
in  the recogn ition  o f the fa c t th a t  th is  w a r is in  
no w ay in  the in te res t o f the  w o rk in g  class.

“ In  passing reso lu tions condem ning the w ar, 
and a t the same tim e  u rg in g  th a t the s trugg le  fo r  
the e lem entary in te rests  o f the  w o rk in g  class 
should in  no w ay be re linquished, the wom en dele
gate are c le a rly  m oving  along the road to  the 
on ly  conclusive opposition to the w a r.”

Argentine 4th Internationalists 
Support SWP Majority Position

A n  o ffic ia l le tte r  fro m  the Grupo O brero 
R evolucionario  o f A rg e n tin a , states:

“ W e are acquainted w ith  the con flic t w h ich  
arose w ith in  the S.W.P. o f the U.S. Even be
fo re  being in fo rm ed  o f i t  we had adopted a 
pos ition  s im ila r  to  yours. In  the Janua ry  1940 
num ber o f ou r organ ‘L a  N ueva In te rn a c io n a l”  
we published as the o ffic ia l position  o f o u r o r
gan iza tion  the reso lu tion rega rd ing  the S ta lin 
is t invasion in  F in lan d  adopted by  the  SW P 
m a jo r ity . We are, hence, w ith  the  F o u rth  In 
te rn a tio n a l and w ith  the p o in t o f v iew  w h ich  
Comrade T ro ts k y  supports— w ith  those who 
are in  agreem ent w ith  the tru e  M a rx is t-L e n in 
is t  apprecia tion  o f the cha rac te r o f the  Soviet 
U n ion. O u r slogan has been, and w i l l  continue 
to  be, so long as c ircum stances do n o t ob lige a 
change in  the apprecia tion  o f the problem , 
FO R  T H E  D E F E N S E  O F T H E  USSR.”

Unio n-Busting 
Drive Underway 
In  Chicago

by W IL L IA M  S IM M O N S
C H IC A G O — W ith  the beg inn ing o f 1940 the T h u r

m an A rn o ld  “ a n t i- tru s t”  crusade g o t o ff to  a f ly in g  
s ta r t  in  Chicago. A  whole series o f in d ic tm e n ts  were 
re turned aga inst unions in  the b u ild in g  trades a fte r  
p re lim in a ry  g rand  ju r y  investiga tions. N ow  these 

wheels o f ju s tic e ”  have slowed down som ewhat, bu t 
they keep on g rind ing , w ith  c o u rt t r ia l  o f the f irs t  
case, th a t o f the t ile  trade, set fo r  June. 3.

Invo lved in  in d ic tm e n ts  so fa r  are the t ile  se tte rs 
stone cu tte rs , carpenters, e lec tric ians and g laz ie rs in  
each case some c o n tra c tin g  f irm s  and the u n io n s ’ to 
ge ther w ith  some, i f  no t a ll, o f the offic ia ls  o f the 
unions as ind iv idua ls . Nam ed in  in d ic tm e n ts  also are
the A_FL Chicago B u ild in g  Trades Council and its  
omcials.

A s  the grand ju r y  in ve s tig a tio n  continued to  g r in d  
along, its  rea l ob jective  became in c rea s ing ly  c lea r No 
one is p a r tic u la r ly  impressed w ith  p ro tes ta tions  ac-
n r ^ PaT ng the in d ic tm e n ts  to  the e ffect th a t the 
prosecution is no t a t a ll intended to  in te rfe re  w ith

^ k V t Sth  aSS‘f  , “  ' egU im ate un ion ac tiv itie s . One look a t the actua l ind ic tm en ts  shows w h a t is happen-

F o r example, the e lec trica l w o rke rs  un ion is in d ic t
ed fo r  hav ing  combined w ith  c o n tra c tin g  firm s  in  
keeping o u t m a te ria l no t bearing the un ion label The

T  Uni0D iS UDder fire  because o f its  re fusa l to  
handle p lyw ood m anufactu red  by non-union la bo r in  
unorganized saw m ills ; a re fusa l also in c lu d in g  some 
m ills  organized by the  CIO. A nd  to top the whole 
T r T I  n  ,D .,p roper crusad ing  sty le , the B u ild in g  
ThP t° UnC i  WaS dragged in t0  the ne t because o f 
o n v  n n ! r t  Ja , m 0 ti0 '1 t0  suPP°r t  the ind ic ted un- 

anot’h e r 'V  l  elegates fo r  hav ing  made the m otion, 
f  r ng  giVSn h is second' the secre ta ry fo r  

av ing  entered i t  in to  the record and the president 
fo r  hav ing  p u t the m o tion  to  a vote.

Attack Not Aimed at Bosses
I t  is p e rfe c tly  true  th a t co n tra c tin g  f irm s  are fo r 

m a lly  also under f ire  in  th is  crusade, b u t th a t is 
m ere ly  inc iden ta l to  its  rea l aim . U n ion  m em bers here 
have ve ry  l i t t le  doubt le f t  th a t th is  a im  is to  bust up

in  a l io f ^ h  6 neCdS ° Dly t0  rem em t>er the fa c t th a t 
.m n ic  CaS6S’ no t the co n tra c tin g  firm s, b u t the

unions are the ones w ho take  fina l action and enforce 
the re fusa l to  handle non-union made m a te ria l. A nd  i t  
is  the unions th a t are a lready a t th is  stage o f the 
governm ent's  crusade presented as the rea l c u lp r its

, T hat  fcases ° f  collusion between union o ffic ia ls  and 
con tra c ting  firm s, and fo r  th a t m a tte r  also o f the 
k in d  th a t v io la tes trade  un ion eth ics, have existed a l
m ost everywhere no one needs to  doubt. B u t i t  is 
equa lly  c lear th a t  i f  the  T hurm an  A rn o ld  crusade

I Z l r V T T f  t0  g6 t a t the o f co llusion in
e s tram t o f trade  in  the bu ild in g  in d u s try  a  re a llv
e rtile  fie ld  could be found  am ong the m a te ria l m a n /  

fa c tu re rs  and th e ir  m onopoly p rice -fix in g , as w e ll as 
am ong the banks and insurance companies f ix in g  a r 
b it r a r i ly  e x o rb ita n t finance charges.

Refusal by un ion m em bers to  handle non-union 
m a te ria l, however, is  a m a tte r  o f the ve ry  l i fe  o f o r
ganized labor, and its  r ig h t  to  press ahead fo r  o r
gan iza tion . I t  is th is  r ig h t  th a t constitu tes the g re a t
est th o rn  in  the side o f the rea l m onopoly concerns and 
th e ir  governm enta l h ire lings, and i t  is  a r ig h t  th a t la 
bor can never a ffo rd  to  g ive up. F o r  the  bosses and 
th e ir  governm ent to  be pe rm itte d  to  s tr ik e  a serious 

ow aga inst th is  r ig h t  w ou ld  mean a serious blow  
s tru c k  a t the ve ry  v ita ls  o f organ ized labor.

Wage-Cut Drive Follows Indictments
N ow  th a t these cases appear in  c o u rt the union 

bus ting  a im  oT the  crusade is fu r th e r  c la rified . C ourt 
cases are costly  and c u t in to  un ion treasuries The 
usual newspaper bu ild -up  fo llow s  in  an e ffo rt to  d is
c re d it union p rac tice  in  the eyes o f w h a t is called the 
public . In  re a lity  i t  means an e ffo rt to  sow d is tru s t 
and th ro w  fe a r in to  the m inds o f un ion members and 
wage w o rke rs  in  genera l; on the whole a grandiose 
scheme o f d iso rgan iza tion  and w eaken ing o f these un
ions. A nd  le t i t  be noted th a t a cam paign fo r  wage 
reductions fo llow s  r ig h t  on the heels o f the govern
m ent un ion-busting  crusade.

Even in  respect to  wage c u tt in g  the  governm enta l 
agencies are also ta k in g  the in it ia t iv e . I t  began w ith  
the  W P A . In  Chicago, the same as in  so m any o th e r 
cities, lack  o f co-operation and u n ity  o f ac tion  am ong 
the b u ild in g  trades unions made i t  a re la t iv e ly  easy 
m a tte r fo r  the governm ent to  enforce the 130-hour 
m on th  and p u t an end to  the p re va ilin g  wage p r in 
ciple. B y  th is  leng then ing  o f hours, bu ild in g  trades 
mechanics on the W P A  have had th e ir  wages c u t 
down to  about 65c per hour. B u t th is  was on ly  a be
g inn ing . A  recent announcem ent by the federa l hous
in g  a u th o ritie s  has a rb it r a r i ly  reduced the wage scale 
fo r  b u ild in g  trades m ainta inance w o rke rs  employed 
on these p ro jects  to  $1.00 an hour.

The f irs t  resu lt is th a t Chicago b u ild in g  trades 
w o rkers  are ask ing  ever m ore pe rs is ten tly : whose 
governm ent is th is  anyw ay? N e a rly  a ll o f them  were 
in the past staunch supporte rs o f the N ew  Deal ad
m in is tra tio n . N ow  m any o f them  are becom ing dis
illusioned and beg inn ing to  lea rn  a fundam enta l les
son in  the ro le  and fu n c tio n  o f governm ent in  a  cap i
ta lis t  democracy. T h a t alone is  progress. M aybe be
fo re  these cases are over fu r th e r  steps w il l  fo llo w  to 
w a rd  g e ttin g  the bu ld ing  trades unions ou t o f the 
conservative backwardness o f the past.

T O D A Y ’S P U Z Z L E
S ecre tary o f W a r W ood ring  reported the a rm y  ex

pansion p rog ram  is p rogressing and declared: “ T h is  
gives us hope th a t d u rin g  1940 ou r sw ord m ay rem ain 
f irm ly  sheathed.”

The A rchb ishop  o f Y o rk  to ld  a convocation th a t 
“ we are f ig h t in g  fo r  C h ris tian  c iv iliz a tio n  . . . W ith o u t 
hes ita tion  I  speak o f th is  as fo r  us a righ teous w a r."  
Boy. he’d b e tte r bless th is  w a r o r the  bosses would 
f ife  him .

R O O S E V E LT ’S F IR S T  C O N V E R T

On Thursday, M ay  16, the  a rch -rea c tiona ry  New  
Y o rk  H e ra ld  T ribune , m ost po w erfu l Republican o r
gan in  the coun try , e d ito r ia lly  called fo r  dec la ra tion  
o f w a r aga ins t G erm any as the  “ m ost feasib le”  w a y  
o f a id in g  the A llies .


