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STALIN’S GPU TRIES TO MURDER TROTSKY
W ar Drive Against Labor’s R ights on F u ll Blast

War Deal Attack on 'Aliens' 
Cloaks Anti-Labor Campaign

Roosevelt, Congress and the Big Business lobby in Washington were responsible for five 
major blows against the labor movement in the last few days first fru its of the defense 
program:

1. The House adopted by 400-1 on May 28 the naval construction bill, which scuttles the 
Walsh-Healey Act so far as government shipbuilding goes and undoubtedly is the first step 
in wiping out the Act altogether.

The Walsh-Healey Act had forbidden the issuance of government contracts to employ­
ers unless they pay the prevailing wage. The unions have been able to make use o f it in pro­
tecting union wage rates in some industries and in establishing the 40-hour week. The Act 
was administered by the Department o f Labor, and government agencies have ruled out all 
competitive bids for contracts from companies not complying with provisions of the Walsh- 
Healey Act.

Under the law passed by the House Tuesday, however, there w ill be no competitive bids 
fo r naval construction. Instead the Navy, when authorized by the president, w ill negotiate con­
tracts without advertising fo r bids. This provision wipes out application of the Walsh-Heal­
ey Act, the Naval A ffa irs Committee made clear to the House. I t  had been “ discovered,”  the 
committee said, that the President had power to suspend the Walsh-Healey Act in an 
emergency connected with the national defense— and this was the emergency!

The shipbuilding b ill also specified an end to the 40-hour week “ on ship construction or 
other naval defense activities” ;

M ink, G PU
Assassin,
Is Sought

Mexican Police Look 
For Notorious 
Kremlin Gunman

GEORGE M IN K

On A p ril 16, 19S8, the Socialist Appeal reported the departure 
of George M in k  fo r M exico fo r the purpose of m urdering Leon 
Tro tsky. Superimposed is the U nited Press dispatch published by 
the N ew  Y o rk  Tim es on M ay 27, stating  th a t M exican authorities  
are looking fo r the G .P .U . gunman. Above, le ft, is a p icture of 
M ink. See artic le , “W ho is George M in k? ’’ on Page 8.

a 48-hour week would be 
worked, w ith time-and-a-half 
for the last eight hours. A ll 
experience testifies, however, 
that a lengthened work-week 
eventually is worked fo r the 
same salary as a shorter week. 
Another provision suspends 
the civil service safeguards to 
enable naval authorities to fire 
workers suspected o f “ fifth  
column”  activities —  which 
means a sword over the head 
o f every trade unionist in the 
navy yards.

This ham-stringing o f the 
Walsh-Healey Act came just 
two days after Roosevelt’s 
speech promising that “ social 
gains”  would be preserved!

2. The Senate turned the
(Continued on Page 3)

MICHIGAN CIO 
FOR ANTI-WAR 
STRUGGLE

But Haywood Blocks
Convention's
Sentiment

B A Y  C IT Y , M ich., M arch 2 7 -  
E ffo rts  of E m il M azey, President 
o f the pow erful B riggs local of 
the U nited A uto W orkers, to  put 
teeth  in to  the an ti-w ar campaign 
of the M ichigan C IO , were side­
tracked by the resolutions com- 
m itee . . the M ichigan C IO  State 

(Continued on Page 8 )

Behind the Lines
Major " Neutrals"  Must Revise Strategy 

In Face of Hitler's Victories
= ^ = ^ = = :  by  G EORGE S T E R N

The pace o f G erm an conquest 
in  W estern  Europe has com plete­
ly  upset the  w a r ’s t im e tab le  fo r  
a ll the  powers s t i l l  "n e u tra l.”  I t  
p ro ba b ly  has even upset H it le r ’s 
ow n tim etab le . I t  is doub tfu l 
w he the r even he ca lcu la ted on so 
d isastrous a reve la tion  o f A ng lo - 
F rench  weakness. R ig h t now  B r i­
ta in  faces the  a lte rn a tiv e  o f ca­
p itu la tio n  o r  invasion. The new 
F rench line  a long the  Somme and 
the  A isne aw a its  H it le r ’s decision 
to  s tr ik e  fo r  Paris.

Ita ly ’s en try into the w ar has 
been forecast from  day to  day 
fo r weeks. I t  is p re tty  clear 
th a t H itle r intends to  use the 
Ita lia n  th rea t in the M editer­
ranean plus his own th rea t o f. 
b litzkrieg  invasion to  force B ri­
tish capitulation. I f  the B ritish  
refuse, the invasion and Ita lia n  
entry w ill probably be sim ul­
taneous. I t  w ill open a  south- 
fro n t in France and m ay m a­
te ria lly  hasten the coup de 
grace fo r th a t country. B u t it  
w ill also open a  whole new the­
a te r of w ar in  the M ed iterran ­
ean, N o rth  A fric a , and the 
N ear East.

Japan is  also pondering an end 
to  its  p o licy  o f so-called “ non-in ­
vo lvem ent.”  T h is  w ou ld  requ ire  
te rm in a tio n  somehow o f the 
s ta lem ate  i t  has created in  China. 
The t r ia l balloons abou t Sino- 
Japanese peace nego tia tions a 
week o r so ago o rig in a ted  obv i­
ous ly  in  Tokyo . F o r  Japan w ants  
its  hands free  to  pounce upon the 
E a s t Ind ies and upon any section 
o f the  B r it is h  E m p ire  in  the  E as t 
th a t i t  can reach as soon as B r i­

ta in  collapses under Germ an 
pressure.

The U n i t e d  S t a t e s — i.e., 
W ashington and W all S treet—  
has not yet definitely adapted 
its strategy to the prospects of 
an A llied  defeat in  Europe. I f  
the A llies should by some re­
mote chance succeed in  stem­
m ing the N azi tide and stab iliz- 

‘ ing a line capable of holding fo r 
a period of months, Am erican  
intervention is lik e ly  to  come 
w ith in  th a t period. I f  the A l­
lies should go down quickly, as 
now appears quite probable, 
W ashington-W all S treet w ill 
have to revise th e ir to ta l s tra­
tegy. Japan m ay w ell be le ft a  
free hand in  A sia and the U .S . 
w ill em bark upon the gigantic  
arm s program  it  w ill need to 
carry  out to be ready fo r the  
resum ption of m ilita ry  actions 
follow ing a  longer or shorter 
in terva l. A  state of w ar m ay 
be declared in  either case to  
fa c ilita te  rearm am ent.

In  th is  changed s itu a tio n  the 
M oscow governm ent m u s t lik e ­
w ise decide its  course. H it le r ’s 
qu ick  v ic to rie s  do no t qu ite  ac­
cord w ith  S ta lin ’s t im e tab le  e ith ­
er. S ta lin  has to  f ig u re  now  w he­
th e r  the re  is  any w a y  o f s low ing 
down the N azis w ith o u t jeopard­
iz in g  h im se lf o r  w he the r he m ust 
take  his place a t H i t le r ’s boot and 
hand ove r the  Soviet U n ion  to  
G erm an e xp lo ita tion . The m ission 
o f S ir S ta ffo rd  C ripps to  M oscow 
and the ta lk  o f a  reappo in tm en t 
o f a  B r it is h  ambassador ind ica tes 
th a t th is  a lte rn a tiv e  is  a lready 
be ing probed.

WHY DOES STALIN WANT 
TO K ILL  TROTSKY?
' Joseph Stalin has no weapons le ft in firs 

political arsenal but guns in the hands of 
hired assassins.

H is executioners have slaughtered tens of 
thousands o f revolutionary workers in Rus­
sia. The sole crime o f these workers was 
their opposition to Stalin’s counter-revolu­
tionary regime.

Last week his gunmen tried to snuff out 
the life  o f Leon Trotsky, the head, the heart, 
the soul o f that opposition.

Trotsky embodies in his person everything 
that Stalin has debased, degraded, and be­
trayed— the liv ing traditions o f the workers’ 
revolution in Russia and o f the revolutionary 
movement o f the workers o f the entire world.

This is what Stalins’ gunmen were aiming 
at when they broke in, machine guns blazing,. 
to*Trotsky’s home in Coyoacan.

Throughout these years Stalin, the usurp­
er, the gravedigger o f the revolution, has* 
vengefully pursued Trotsky, co-leader witfr. 
■Lenin o f the revolution, its ablest defender,, 
its most eloquent spokesman. Stalin has con­
ducted this pursuit w ith all the vindictiveness: 
and deliberate brutality o f the apostate. He- 
has carried it beyond the person o f T rotsky 
to the members o f Trotsky’s fam ily whom he 
has hounded to death, one after another.

Trotsky’s daughter Nina, denied medical 
care, died o f tuberculosis in Moscow in June,. 
1928. Her sister Zinaida, was driven by the 
persecution o f her father and herself to- take 
her own life  in Berlin in January, 1933. 
fhe ir brother Sergie, who shunned politics 
and contented himself w ith the life  o f a sci­
entific worker, was arrested by Stalin in 
i937 and, accused o f poisoning workers in 
his factory, disappeared wholly from the 
ken o f man. Trotsky’s last son, his co-worker 
Leon Sedov, died in a Paris hospital on Feb. 
15, 1938, under suspicious circumstances 
which French authorities under GPU pres­
sure, refused to investigate, even though it 
was proved that Sedov had been marked out 
for assassination.

Trotsky himself was hounded out o f his 
refuge in France and again out o f Norway, 
under open and direct pressure from the 
Kremlin on these two countries. In Mexico 
Stalin’s political hirelings tried to force his 
expulsion, but failed. The gunmen took up 
where they le ft o ff and last Friday’s long 
and carefully planed attack was the result.

The assassination o f Leon Trotsky, had 
it  succeeded, would have been but the climax 
to Stalin’s murder campaign against his op-

, Stalin began the 
Bolshevik leaders

ponents. In  August, 1938 
farcical trials o f the old 
who, under Lenin and Trotsky, had con­
ducted the revolutionary struggle crowmed 
with success in 1917. In  the next two years 
Stalin destroyed Lenin’s entire general staff. 
Only Trotsky was left.

Abroad he did not hesitate to use the same 
methods, although, to his undoubted regret, 
he could not murder on quite the same scale. 
In  Spain Stalin’s GPU gunmen fastened 
themselves like leeches to the struggling body 
o f the Spanish revolution and drew’ the blood 
o f its best militants.

The names o f Berneri and Barbieri, anar­
chists, Andres Nin, o f the PO UM , Marc 
Rein, son o f the Second International leader 
Abramovich, K u rt Landau, Austrian m ili­
tant, adorn this roster. Moulin, leader o f the 
Spanish Fourth Internationalists, was done 
away w ith  in 1937. E rw in  W o lf, former 
secretary to  Leon Trotsky, was kidnapped in 
Barcelona in  September, that same year, and 
has never been heard from since.

In  1937 Ignace Reiss, a GPU foreign agent, 
broke w ith  Stalin, reaffirmed his devotion to 
the workers’ revolution, and solidarized w ith  
the Fourth International. On Sept. 4, 1937, 
his bullet-riddled hody was thrown from a 
car near Lausanne, Switzerland. Swiss and 
French police later established the guilt o f 
known GPU assassins, one o f whom, Rossi, 
later went to Mexico.

August Klement, secretary o f the Fourth 
International, was kidnapped in Paris on 
July 13, 1938. Two weeks later his headless 
and legless tody was fished from the Seine.

A ll the blood that has been shed by this 
super-Mafia has not succeeded and w ill not 
succeed in exorcising the specter that haunts 
the cowering dictator o f the Kremlin, the 
specter o f Trotsky and Trotskyism.

For Trotstky represents the liv ing forces 
o f the October Revolution and the promise 
o f their resurgence.

Trotsky’s is the authentic voice o f the m il­
lions o f the downtrodden toilers throughout 
the world.

Trotsky’s is the banner o f the world work­
ers’ revolution that must and shall be un­
furled across continents drenched in the 
blood o f imperialist war.

Against these, Stalin and his gunmen can­
not and w ill not prevail.

To  this the Fourth International, w ith 
Trotsky and after Trotsky, stands firm ly 
pledged.

F lin t CIO H earing H its  
Roosevelt War Plans

FUCNT, Mich.— A  Public, hear­
ing  an w elfare said W P A  condi­
tions, called by the C IO  Counriil 
d f F lin t representing 85,000 o r­
ganized auto w orkers, vigorously 
condemned local, state, and na­
tion al re lie f policy, in a  m eeting  
a t th e  C IO  Council H a ll, F rid ay , 
M ay 24.

tThe H earing  served not only as 
a  m eans o f putting  the heat on 
H*e local w elfare  and W P A  o f­
ficials, but also to cap the victo ry  

the U A W -W P A  Local 12 o f-

ficers, w h o  w e re  un de r f ire  fo r  the  
past week, f ro m  S ta lin is t  fo rces in  
the IKAW, w ho a tte m p te d  to  th ro w  
the P res ide n t R a y  Law rence, Sec­
re ta ry  Genova Johnson and OtAe’ c 
m il i ta n t  W P A  un ion  leaders o v .t 
o f office.

Joseph P sga no ,-n a tio na l a s s is t­
an t d ire c to r  o f  W P A  o rg a n iz a tio n  
in  th e  U A W , and A r t  Case, R e g i­
ona l D ire c to r  an®. B o a rd  m em ber 
f ro m  F lin t ,  th re w  the  W P A  un io n  
in to  a  tu rm o il «early la s t w eek 

(OcntfihiueQ • on -Page 8)

M E X IC O  C IT Y , May 27 
— Mexican police are seeking 
George M ink, agent of Stal­
in ’s G.P.U. (secret police) as 
the chief o f the G.P.U. mur­
der squad which attempted to 
assassinate Leon Trotsky and 
his w ife last Friday, it  was re­
ported today by all press ser­
vices.

Chief o f Police General 
Jose Manuel Nun, who per­
sonally took charge of the in­
vestigation, had previously 
stated that the attack was un­
doubtedly organized by the 
Russian secret police.

The attempted assassination 
came on the heels o f the recent 
purge o f the Mexican Com­
munist Party and a conference 
simultaneously held in Mexico 
City of GPU agents. Planned 
down to the last detail on a 
scale possible only to people 
commanding enormous re­
sources, it  was,..cleatly~ihe re- 
s uff - o F  lo rfg^t’e',’ Si'ail ytt^audef 
direct orders o f Stalin him­
self.

More than twenty Stalinist 
assassins disguised in police 
uniforms and armed w ith ma­
chine guns, rifles, and incendi­
ary bombs, succeeded in  break­
ing inside the walls Surround­
ing the residence o f Leon 
Trotsky last F riday and spray­
ed fusillade after fusillade 
through the rdoors and win­
dows o f th fj bedroom where
Comrade T  rotsky and his wife, 
w ere sleepr ng

R o be rt Sheldon H a rte , secre- 
ta ry-gua- r(j  on d u ty  a t  th e  outer- 
door, w  ag Kidnapped. H is  fa te  is 
u n k n o T  ^  b u t  i t  is  fea red th a t  he  
is  dee d.

Cc -mrade T ro ts k y  and his w ife , 
C a r nrade N a ta lia , m anaged to  
s ® ve them selves fro m  the assas- 
s" ,ns by  ro l l in g  o u t o f bed and 
• m id d lin g  o n  the  flo o r between the 

heavy s tone  w a lls . Com rade T ro t­
sky  escaped w ith  s lig h t cuts fro m  
f ly in g  g lass. Com rade N a ta lia  was 
unharm ed.

Flint C IO  A n ti-W ar Resolution
The te x t  o f  t i e  F lin t 'C IO  Oosincil re s titu tio n , ‘dem and ing  W a r

Funds be tu rned  o v e r to'.-the bene fit o f th e  sinenqSioyed, fo llo w s  in

W H E K itA S  the ^United Estates -Congress is  -approving over 3 b il­
lion dollars in  appropriations Ao the w ar m achine, and

W H E R E A S  the building >of th isSargest peace tim e m ilita ry  force 
in the h is to ry  .o f th is 'cou n try  constitutes a preparation fo r the  
involvem ent o f the C-S. in  th e present im p eria lis t w ar now 
raging in  Eorqpe, anfl

’ W H E llK A S  th is w a r is mot a  hum anitarian  w ar ¡being fought In  
the interests Of the -people o f th is country o r o f Europe, but 
solely in  the in te res t»  o f a  sm all ruthless chque of greedy 
industrialists and bankers, anfl

W H E R E A S  th is w ar m achine is being b oat up In  the U nited  
States a t  the expense -of the unem ployed w orkers, as is proven 
by the outs in  Xhc appropriations fo r a ll pab lie w orks proiects 
including W P A , N Y  A , e tc ., ‘ 1

N O W  T H E R E F O R E  B E L T  R E S O L V E D ; th a t th is assembly, rep­
resenting 35,000 organized w orkers in the c ity  o f F lin t, gath ­
ered together a t a  Public H earin g  a t the C IO  Council H a ll de­
mand of th e U .S . Congress th a t a ll w ar funds be turned over 
to  th e benefit of the Unemployed people of th is country, th a t a 
ten b illion dollar pablie w orks program  be Inaugurated to  the 
effect th a t a ll unemployed w orkers can be provided w ith  jobs 
a t trade union wages, so th a t the U .S . Congress shall be Instru ­
m ental in  providing a policy th a t w ill feed the Am erican people 
Bread, not B ullets, Jobs not Battleships, a  B etter L ife  in Am,,, 
ica, not death on some foreign battlefield .

T ro ts k y ’s Grandson H u r>
The young  grandson o f Co 

fade T ro ts k y , whose a d jo in in g ’' 
room was likew ise  m achine- 
gunned b y  the assassins succeed­
ed in  escaping w ith  a  w ound on 
his fo o t fro m  f ly in g  sp lin te rs .'

The a tta c k  occurred a t 4 A . M. 
The police on d u ty  outside re p o rt­
ed th a t the y  w ere  surp rised by  
the m en in  blue un ifo rm s  o f the  
M exican police w ho drove up in  
autom obiles, he ld them  a t gun 
p o in t and then tied  them  hand 
and foo t. The assassins were 
headed by a m an w e a rin g  the 
u n ifo rm  o f an a rm y  lieu tenan t 
They ca rried  extension ladders 
rope ladders w ith  g ra p p lin g  
hooks, e lec tr ic  saws, and o ther 
tools w h ich  th e y  la te r  abandoned 
a long w ith  some o f th e ir  unex­
ploded bombs when the y  fled.

I t  is  n o t y e t c lear how the band 
o f assassins managed to  pene­
tra te  inside the  w a lls . W he the r 
they  succeeded in  persuading the 
secre ta ry -guard  H a rte  to  open 
the  door th rou gh  a  clever ruse 
is  no t know n. I t  is  a  ru le  o f the 
household n o t to  open the door 
a t n igh t. I t  is  possible th a t  the y  
m anaged to  scale the w a ll a f te r  
f ir s t  subdu ing the  po lice on guard  
outside and f ro m  there  k ille d  
H a rte  w ith  an a ir  gun  w h ich  
w ou ld  n o t have awakened the 
e ther guards.

Once inside the wa lls, the  gang 
(Continued on Page 3 )
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W rite  to us— te ll us w lta t ’s go ing on iit  you r part of the 
labor movement— w hat arc the w orkers th in k in g  abou t?— tell 
us w hat the bosses are up to— and the G-men and the loca l cops 
and the S ta lin is ts— send us tha t s to ry  the cap ita lis t press d idn 't 
p rin t and that s to ry  they buried o r d is to rted— our pages are open 
to you. Le tte rs  must c a rry  name and address, but indicate i f  you  
do not w ant you r name printed.

Stalinists Fail to 
Draw Detroit Workers
E d ito r:

M o th e r’s Day, M ay  12, was the 
occasion fo r  a ‘ ‘Peace Parade”  
here. The m arch  was supported 
by  several fo re ign  groups o f Com- 
m u n is t P a r ty  o r ig in , a fe w  s tu - j 
dents— also C.P., p lus M azey’s 
B rig g s  local and Dodge Loca l 3. 
T h a t there  were on ly  tw o  locals 
represented shows th a t  the a ffa ir  
d id  no t have the support o f the 
In te rn a tio n a l, and secondly th a t 
C.P. in fluence in  the auto un ion 
m ovem ent is a t  its  ve ry  lowest.

B rig g s  has been an a n ti-w a r 
loca l fo r  some tim e  now—-Dodge 
No. 3 has C.P. and S.P. influence. 
T hey  gave the m arch  w hateve r 
li fe  and w o rk ing m en ’s s p ir it  i t  
had. The g re a te r w e gh t o f the 
C.P. o rgan iza tions  whoever made 
i t  d is tin c t ly  a pe tty -bourgeo is  o u t­
ing. The .m arch was a lagg ing , 
s tra g g lin g , po o rly  organized flop.

The paper estim ated a crowd 
o f 3,000— about r ig h t.  A ltho ug h  
the re  is a s trong  a n ti-w a r sen ti- I 
m en t am ong the w orkers, th is  
m arch  did  no t d ra w  them  in. 
D e tro it  J. D a rne ll

St. Louis Spring Co. 
Workers Strike Again
E d ito r :

T w o  weeks ago I  w ro te  you 
th a t the St. Lou is  S p ring  Co. had 
a "stoppage.”

W ell, the  boss agreed to  g ive a 
ra ise  and a w eek ’s vaca tion  w ith  
pay. B u t the  boss welched, so 124 
p roduction  w o rke rs  w e n t on a 
s tr ik e  on Thursday, M ay 16. T h is  
is  Loca l 282, U n ite d  A u to  W o rk ­
e rs . P icke tin g  is be ing conducted 
on a 24 hohr 'schedule. Wages 
pa id under the prev ious con tra c t 
ranged fom  30 to  55 cents an 
hour. W h ich  o f course is  ve ry  low  
pay. The union is ask ing  fo r  a 
tw o  and a h a lf  cents an hour 
increase th is  year and five cents 
an hour ne x t year. B u t w ith  the 
com ing w a r, w h ich  w i l l  mean in ­

creases in  l iv in g  costs, a l i t t le  in ­
crease o f tw o  and one-ha lf and 
five  cents is go ing  to  p u t these 
w o rkers  a t a lass, tied  up w ith  
wages th a t low, when prices w il l  
rise 25% to  200%, and in  some 
cases even higher.

W ith d ra w a l o f Le land H a n fo rd  
Lam b o f F lin t ,  M ich iga n  fro m  a 
fie ld  o f nine men fo r  a new 
school superin tendent fo r  St. 
Lou is came when bo th  the  A F L  
and C IO  pro tested aga ins t Lam b 
because o f La m b ’s record in  F lin t.  
A s  school superin tendent the re  he 
fired three teachers fo r  a id in g  the 
s itdow n s tr ik e  in  ’37. The w o rk ­
ers in  F lin t  should welcome th is  
news. The A F L  and the C IO  are 
g e ttin g  in  touch w ith  cen tra l bo­
dies o f labo r w herever the  nom i­
nees come fro m  and find in g  ou t 
w h a t k in d  o f record  they  have in  
regards to  labo r and then w o rk  
p ro  and con.
St. Louis, Mo. H .V .R .

Praises Appeal, But 
Defends Pacifists
E d ito r:

I  am  g lad you are determ ined 
iu y o u r a n ti-w a r stand and y o u r 
e ffo rts  fo r  the unem ployed and 
fo r  underpaid w orkers.

B u t you m ake a  serious m is ­
take in  condem ning the re lig ious 
pac ifis ts  who also w o rk  fo r  these 
same th ings. I t  is tru e  th a t  re ­
lig io n  has o ften  been used as “ the 
op ia te o f the w o rk in g  people.”  
B u t the re lig ious pacifis ts  are no t 
g u ilty  o f th a t  abuse. They are the  
m ost p ra c tica l, re a lis tic  g roup  o f 
people in  the w o rld  today. They 
do no t condone the e xp lo ita tio n  
o f w o rke rs  in  the guise o f  re lig ion , 
o r under any o th e r circum stances. 
B a ltim o re , M d. i  John C. Pais ley

(W e’d lik e  I^ ro th e r Pais ley to  
te ll us w h a t is p ra c tica l and re ­
a lis t ic  about re lig ious pacifism . 
H ow  does i t  help organize the  
M ASS s trugg le  aga inst W A R —  
w h ich can on ly  be the s trugg le  
to  o ve rth row  c a p ita lism ? — E d i­
to r .)

SECOND CHICAGO MILK STRIKE 
WITHIN MONTH ENDS IN TRUCE

The second Chicago m ilk  s tr ik e  
in  a m on th  ended in  a tru ce  on 
M a y  26, w ith  the bosses w ith ­
d ra w in g  the wage c u t o f $8.

N e go tia tions  fo r  the  se ttlem ent 
are now  in  progress. A rb itra t io n  
w i l l  begin on June 10.

The s trike ' began as a lock-ou t, 
w hen the  bosses posted a new 
wage scale. The M ilk  W agon 
D riv e rs  U n ion  im m ed ia te ly  tu rn ­
ed i t  in to  a s tr ike . A f te r  three 
days the bosses were ho w ling  fo r  
nego tia tions. M ilk  de liveries were 
com ple te ly tied  up fo r  e ig h t days.

The nego tia tions com m ittee  re ­

tu rned its  recom m endation th a t 
the s tr ik e  be se ttled  pending a r ­
b itra tio n  o f the issues on S a tu r­
day las t. I t  too k  several ba llo ts  
before the cha irm an  o f the  m eet­
in g  declared a m a jo r ity  fo r  the  
nego tia tions com m ittee ’s propos­
al. The f ir s t  b a llo t showed the 
m em bership evenly divided.

The s tr ik e  was fo u g h t over the 
bosses’ a rb itra ry  decision to  v io ­
la te  the  agreem ent o f the f irs t  
s tr ike , w h ich  te rm in a ted  in  an 
agreem ent th a t the w e ek ly  basic 
w age rem a in  a t  $48 u n t il an 
agreem ent was a rrive d  at.
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SWOC Convention Stifled by Surrender 
o f Murray Leadership to War Drive

by M IL L S
(.Special to  the S oc ia lis t A ppea l)
The second convention o f the 

SWOC, M ay  14-17 in  Chicago, 
can best be understood by  o u t­
lin in g  the background o f the 
steel s itua tion .

A t  the  tim e  the Steel W orke rs  
O rgan iz ing  C om m ittee  entered 
the steel un ion iza tion  d rive , con­
d itions  in  the in d u s try  were ripe  
fo r  o rgan iza tion . T h is  was espe­
c ia lly  tru e  o f the sm a ll p lan ts  
th rou gh ou t the c o u n try  where 
w o rk in g  conditions were deplor­
able.

W ages were ex trem e ly  low , and 
the boss was the supreme, undis­
puted ru le r  in  the  shop. M ore ­
over, the w o rk  in  sm a ll shops was 
o f a c h a ra c te r ' w h ich  required 
constant, in tensive w o rk  w ith o u t 
res t periods. The piece w o rk  sys­
tem  prevailed as the  m ethod o f 
de te rm in ing  wages, and above all, 
the speed-up con s tan tly  oppress­
ed the w orkers . Such conditions 
le f t  an open fie ld  fo r  any un ion 
w h ich  could challenge the au tho r­
i t y  and pow er o f the boss.

F o r  an o rgan iza tion  w ith  the 
ba ck in g  o f the  U n ited  M ine 
W orke rs  o f A m erica , the task  o f 
o rg an iz in g  these sm all p lan ts  was 
no t a  p a r t ic u la r ly  d iff ic u lt  one. 
The SWOC had such backing, and 
i t  w e n t fo rw a rd  to  accom plish 
th is  task. In  a sho rt w h ile , hun­
dreds o f these sm all p lan ts  were 
successfully organized, ra tes o f

AKRON STRIKERS 
KEEP GENERAL
TIRE TIED UP

*

A K R O N , Ohio, M a y  26— F o u r­
teen hundred rubber w orkers, the 
employees o f the  General T ire  
and Rubber Co., have been on 
s tr ik e  since A p r i l 10. A f te r  39 
days on the  p icke t line  they are 
m ore de term ined to  w in  than 
ever.

These w orkers, m embers o f L o ­
ca l 9 o f the  U n ite d  Rubber W o rk ­
ers o f A m erica  (C IO ) voted fo u r 
to  one to  s t r ik e  x o r r  (1) The p re­
v a ilin g  6 hour day, 30 hour week, 
against an a tte m p t by the  com ­
pany to  in troduce an 8 hour day, 
40 hour week. T h is  w ou ld  have 
m eant fu r th e r  la yo ffs  in  a tow n 
where tnousands o f rubbe r w o rk ­
ers w a lk  the streets unemployed. 
(2) A b o litio n  o f the  v ic ious speed­
up and fo r  a  re tu rn  to  the rates 
o f pay as set down in  the union 
con trac t. (3) A d ju s tm e n t o f 
grievances w ith in  a reasonable 
le ng th  o f tim e.

Backed B y  A l l  Labor
The In te rn a tio n a l executive 

Board o f the U R W A  is sup po rt­
ing  the s tr ike , a long w ith  the CIO 
cen tra l body. The s tr ik e rs  also 
have the m ora l and m a te ria l sup­
p o rt o f the A F L  o f A k ro n , the 
rubber cen ter o f the  w orld .

A  constant p icke t line  o f s t r ik ­
ers, th e ir  fa m ilie s  and sym pa th i­
zers, and A F L  and C IO  bro thers, 
harass the few  scabs and office 
w o rkers  who en ter the  p lan t. The 
scabs are pro tected by  a t least 
100 A k ro n  policemen. These cops 
have become increas ing ly  b ru ta l 
especia lly w ith  the women, since 
the  b a c k -to -w o rk  m ovem ent a t­
tem pted by  th e ir  ch ie f Rae W il­
liam s fa ile d  so m iserably.

I t  is in te re s tin g  to  note th a t 
the m a jo r ity  o f these cops are 
the re c ru its  added to  the  fo rce  in  
the la s t tw o years. A t  th a t tim e  
the  whole la bo r m ovem ent op­
posed the expansion o f the police 
force, p o in tin g  o u t the  m any ad­
d itio n a l men w ou ld  o n ly  be used 
as scab-herders.

The boss press shouted th a t 
th e y  were needed to  crush a r is ­
in g  crim e wave they  cla im ed was 
m enacing the c ity . N o w  when 
tra ffic  accidents are reaching a 
new h igh  because o f the lack  o f 
adequae p a tro l, a ll the cops are 
busy p ro te c tin g  scabs.

"G enera l”  m eanw hile refuses to 
ta lk  to  the representatives o f the 
s tr ik in g  w o rke rs  u n t il the y  g ive 
up the  s tr ik e  and go back to  
w o rk . W hy?  In  1938 General T ire  
&  R ubber Co. made tw o  m illio n  
do lla rs. They are p repa ring  to 
m ake even g re a te r p ro fits , a long 
w ith  th e ir  com pe tito r-a llies  —  
Goodrich, Goodyear, and F ire ­
stone, o u t o f the w a r orders 
w h ich  are today  t r ic k l in g  in, and 
to m o rro w  w i l l  be rush in g  in  to  
A k ro n .

T h is  re fusa l to  nego tia te  on 
the p a r t  o f General T ire , a re la t­
iv e ly  sm all com pany, can on ly  
be expla ined as p a r t  o f the d rive  
by b ig  business everyw here a- 
g a in s t un ion conditions, as a  p re­
lim in a ry  to  the M -D a y  plans—  
the  w a r p lans o f A m erican  busi­
ness w h ich  i f  unopposed mean 
the de s tru c tion  o f the  w o rke rs ’ 
m ovem ent.

pay were su b s tan tia lly  increased, 
and general w o rk in g  conditions 
were g re a tly  im proved. As a re ­
su lt, the w o rke rs  in  those p lan ts  
began to  look  up to  the leadership 
£>f the SWOC w ith  g re a t ad m ira ­
tio n  and respect.

However, unions were a novel­
ty  to  these w orkers. They had 
never seen them  o r pa rtic ip a ted  
in  th e ir  fo rm a tio n ; hence, the 
question o f inne r-un ion  democ­
racy \vas to  sm all shop w o rke rs  
an ab s tra c t m a tte r w h ich  they

' could no t understand. A s fa r  as 
the y  were concerned, an y th in g  
the leadership did was fo r  the 
best in te res t o f the organ iza tion . 
To them , the leaders were a lm ost 
in fa llib le .

B IG  S T E E L  P L A N T S  
A  D IF F E R E N T  STORY

| A m on g  the w o rke rs  in  the 
la rge, in te g ra te d  steel p lan ts, the 
s itu a tio n  was e n tire ly  d iffe ren t. 
Here the  success o f the SWOC 
leadership fe ll fa r  s h o rt o f its  
c la im s and expectations. U.S. 
Steel recognized the union, i t  is 
true , b u t m a in ly  because i t  w ish ­
ed to  p u t its e lf  in  a be tte r eco­
nom ic pos ition  as aga ins t its  
com petitors. The “ L i t t le  S teel”  
s tr ik e  was a  sm ashing defeat fo r  
the  SWOC, and in  the  fe w  re ­
m a in in g  la rge  p lan ts  under con­
tra c t,  no m a jo r ga ins were made 
by the union. The lodges cover­
ing  these p lan ts  f ind  i t  ex trem e ly  
d iff ic u lt  to  m a in ta in  even a sem­
blance o f a solid o rgan iza tion . 
Dues fluc tu a te  con tinu a lly , and 
m any tim es reach a dangerously 
low  po in t.

M eanwhile, the corpora tions 
m a in ta in  an aggressive a ttitud e . 
They continue to  d isc rim ina te  
aga ins t un ion men, they  continue 
to reduce the w o rke rs ' earnings 
by m a n ip u la tin g  the piece w o rk  
and tonnage bonus ra tes; and 
fin a lly , they continue to  bo ld ly  
speed up p roduction  and increase 
the effic iency o f th e ir  p lan ts  a t 
the expense o f the w orkers. 
Technolog ica l unem ploym ent hov­
ers over the head o f every w o rk ­
e r in  a steel p lan t. A n d  w hen a 
steel w o rk e r sums up a ll o f these 
conditions, he begins to  ask h im ­
self, “ W h a t is the  U n ion  doing 
about i t ? ”

The leaders ta lked  a  g re a t deal 
abput o rg an iza tio n  drives, b u t 
these drives were seldom seen; 
and when the y  were begun, i t  was 
genera lly  upon the in it ia t iv e  o f 
the  ran k -an d -file  leaders w ho did 
a ll o f the  w o rk . Cam paigns were 
based upon such issues as the  
check-off system, and 100% un­
ion iza tion , and n o t upon the  is­
sues w h ich  d a ily  to rm e n t the  
w o rk e r a t the m achine. A t  the 
conclusion o f the cam paigns, apa­
th y  aga in  set in , and accord ing ly, 
dues paym ents began to  decline.

W hen the  w o rke rs  f ro m  these 
p lan ts  came to the  convention o f 
the SW OC in  Chicago, th e y  were 
not qu ite  so w ill in g  to  support the 
leadership in  every move. They 
had begun to  develop serious 
doubts abou t the h ig h ly  praised 
preachers o f " in d u s tr ia l peace.” 
The leaders w ere w e ll aw are o f 
th is  developm ent; the y  came to  
the convention prepared to  m eet 
it .

T a k in g  advantage o f the finan ­
c ia l weakness o f the sm a ll lodges, 
the SW OC offic ia ls  recommended 
th a t several sm all lodges un ite  
and send a loca l SWOC F ie ld  O r­

gan izer to  the  convention as a 
p ro xy  delegate. T h is  was done in  
num erous cases; and as a resu lt, 
scores o f F ie ld  O rgan izers came 
to  Chicago as delegates, each one 
o f them  c a rry in g  several p ro xy  
votes. Since these men w ere ap­
pointed b y  the  SW OC “ tops,”  
the y  dared n o t vote aga inst the 
leaders fo r  fe a r o f los ing  th e ir  
jobs. Thus, fro m  the ve ry  begin­
n ing  o f the convention any oppo­
s it io n  group was defeated by v ir ­
tue  o f the  fa c t th a t  the  o rgan iz ­
ers held p ra c tic a lly  enough votes 
to  con tro l the convention.

C onvention com m ittees were 
appo inted by  P h ilip  M u rra y , 
C ha irm an o f the SWOC. In  every 
case, an o rgan ize r headed the 
com m ittee, and m ost o f the  com ­
m itte e  m em bers were organizers. 
K now n  dissenters were system at­
ic a lly  k e p t o ff the  com m ittees. 
E v e ry  p recau tion  was take n  to  
see th a t the convention rem ained 
in  safe hands.

G A N G  U P  O N 
R E A L  D E L E G A T E S

Several o f the  lodges fro m  
la rg e r p lan ts  had taken  the  lead­
ersh ip in  the  pre-convention a g i­
ta tio n  fo r  es tab lish ing a genuine 
In te rn a tio n a l un ion in  steel w ith  
elected leaders and representa­
tives. The SW OC leaders had 
long  opposed the idea, b u t ca tch ­
in g  w ind  o f the trend , the y  came 
to the convention w ith  a propos­
a l th a t a C o ns titu tio na l Conven­
t io n  be called . . .  in  1942. F ro m  
the flo o r came a demand th a t 
such a convention be called by  
1941. M u rra y  defended the  p ro ­
posal o f the officers, and then, 
one a fte r  another, the  organ izers 
and job-seeking stooges began to  
h u rl slanders and in su lts  a t those 
who opposed the idea o f w a it in g  
u n t il 1942. M u rra y  p ic tu red  the 
ran k-and -file  demand as a person­
a l a tta c k  upon him self, and then 
proceeded to  a tta c k  its  suppo rt­
ers. Needless to  say, in  a ll th is  
confusion, M u rra y  had his way.

W h ile  the convention was in  
session, the im p e ria lis t w a r guns 
were boom ing ove r Europe, and 
Roosevelt was m a k in g  his w a r 
budget appeal to  Congress. In  
sp ite  o f th is  dangerous atm os­
phere, the  SWOC leaders p ro ­
posed to the convention the m ost 
reac tiona ry  w a r reso lu tion  y e t 
presented to  any lead ing  C IO  un­
ion. The en tire  reso lu tion  was 
clothed w ith  p a tr io t ic  phrases. 
The governm ent was prom ised 
support “ in  any em ergency” : 
“ O ur cou n try , r ig h t  o r w ro n g ”  
was the cen tra l slogan. M u rra y  
po in ted o u t th a t the  purpose o f 
the reso lu tion  was to  “ show the 
A m erican  people th a t  we are 
ready to  support ou r govern­
m ent.”  W h a t he m eant was th a t 
he wanted to  show A m erican  cap­
ita lis m  th a t the S.W.O.C. lead­
ersh ip could lin e  up the steel 
w o rkers  behind the im p e ria lis t 
w a r m achinery.

The po pu la r re ferendum  on 
w ar, w h ich  was endorsed by  the 
1937 convention, was no t even 
m entioned in  the 1940 reso lu tion. 
F rom  the floo r came a request 
th a t the 1937 stand be reaffirm ed, 
b u t i t  was p ro m p tly  shelved.

M eanw hile, a Canadian dele­
gate described the  conditions o f 
the Canadian w o rke rs  under the 
w a r regim e. H e to ld  o f how c iv i l 
r ig h ts  were destroyed, w h ile  p ro ­
f its  m ounted in to  m illio n s  o f do l-

Chicago Lodge of 
Republic Steel Still 
Think Kelly a Killer

Delegates f r o m  Republic 
Chicago Lodge w a lked  o u t a t 
the SW OC convention when 
M ayo r K e lly  rose to  speak. 
They, w ho know  h im  best, s t i l l  
rem em ber h im  as the  m ayo r 
responsible fo r  the M em oria l 
D ay Massacre o f 1937 d u rin g  
the  “ L i t t le  S tee l”  s tr ike .

C ha irm an M u rra y  had in ­
v ited  K e lly , made a long 
speech on his behalf, and K e lly  
spent his tim e  exp la in ing  th a t 
he w asn ’t  around when the 
cops sho t the  steel w o rkers . 
(H e d id n ’t  say a n y th in g  about 
the w ay he arranged to  w h ite ­
wash the k ille rs .)

B u t M u rra y ’s w h itew ash  o f 
K e lly  d idn ’t  go w ith  the  C h i­
cago delegates o f th e  loca l to  
w h ich  the s la in  men had be­
longed. They le f t  the  h a ll 
w h ile  K e lly  was there.

la rs. He advised the  A m erican  
de legation th a t the best th in g  
th a t they could do about the  w a r 
s itu a tio n  was to  s tay  o u t o f it .  
F o r th a t conclud ing s ta tem en t he 
received a thunderous ovation.

The leadership's desire to  soothe 
the fears o f A m erican  ca p ita l was 
d iscern ib le in  every  m ove th a t 
they made. T h is  desire was m ost 
naked ly  exposed when the ques­
tio n  o f unem ploym ent came up. 
The M u rra y  leadership proposed 
a conference o f leaders o f “ Gov­
ernm ent, Business, La bo r and the 
F arm ers.”  Such a  conference, they 
say, w ou ld  discuss the problem  
o f unem ploym ent and come fo r th  
w ith  some f r u i t f u l  solution.

The s ix -h ou r day, w h ich  a t 
present is the on ly  demand which, 
can re a lly  u n ite  a ll steel w o rkers  
—  em ployed and unem ployed —  
was h a rd ly  m entioned by the o f­
fic ia ls . However, th is  issue came 
up fro m  the floor. R ank-and-file  
delegates p u t fo r th  the  s ix -hou r 
day demand as th e ir  im m edia te  
answer to  techno log ica l unem ­
ploym ent. M any delegates p a r t ic ­
ipated in  the discussion, and w h ile  
m an y  o f them , spoke, fo r  .a  six-, 
hour day, n o t a sing le  one o f them  
said a n y th in g  abou t the  con fer­
ence proposed by the leadership.

A l l  o f them  ta lke d  about the 
effect o f the new au tom a tic  s tr ip  
m ills , about the speed-up, abou t 
the  need o f sho rten ing  the  hours 
o f w o rk  and spread ing the  jobs. 
O n ly  the pa id  apostles o f class 
co llabora tion  had a n y th in g  to  say 
in  fa v o r o f th e ir  proposal fo r  a 
“ conference on unem ploym ent.”

The steel w o rke rs  have no de­
sire to  "c o n fe r”  w ith  the  slave- 
d rive rs  and w ar-m ongers  o f A m ­
erican in d u s try  to  lea rn  how to  
m eet the problem  o f unem ploy­
ment. The w o rke rs  know  the road 
T H E  S IX -H O U R  D A Y  W IT H  
E IG H T  H O U R S’ P A Y ! I t  w i l l  no t 
come i f  e ve ry th in g  is le ft  up to  
the leadership: i t  w i l l  come on ly  
when the steel w o rke rs  them ­
selves prepare to  f ig h t  fo r  i t .  To 
th is  end, the m ilita n ts  who a t­
tended the convention m Chicago 
pledged themselves. L e t the  lead­
ers have th e ir  conferences w ith  
the bosses: the  steel w o rkers  
themselves p re fe r f ig h tin g !

Stamp Plan Assailed by SWP 
Jersey Candidate fo r  Senate

N E W A R K , N . J.— George B re it-  
man, S oc ia lis t W orke rs  P a r ty  
candidate fo r  U n ite d  S tates Se­
na tor, denoflneed the reac tionary  
fea tu res o f the  “ food s tam p p lan ”  
as a ttem p ts  to  reg im en t the un ­
employed in  p repa ra tion  fo r  A m ­
erica 's e n try  in  the W ar.

“ Despite the p u b lic ity  w ith  
w h ich  i t  was in troduced by the 
loca l and federa l po litic ian s  th is  
m onth, the food stam p p lan has 

j been greeted w ith  resentm ent 
aga inst m any o f its  fea tu res by 
ever increasing num bers o f un­
em ployed w o rke rs  and th e ir  o r­
gan iza tions,”  declared B re itm an.

“ They found o u t q u ic k ly  enough 
th a t i t  was no 50%  increase in 
th e ir  food allowances. U p  t i l l  now 
the unem ployed had been receiv­
in g  surp lus com m odities g iven out 
by the  F edera l S urp lus Commo­
d i ty  C orpo ra tion  in  ad d ition  to  
th e ir  food checks a t  the  local 
s ta tions.

“ In  e ffec t th e y  w i l l  n o t receive 
m ore th a n  a 25%-30% increase, 
instead o f the  prom ised 50%. A s 
fo r  thé v o lu n ta ry  aspect o f the 
th in g ; Since the o ld  FSCC sta ­
tions w il l  be closed, everyone who 
does n o t “ v o lu n ta r ily ”  accept the 
food s tam p p lan w i l l  au tom atica l-

ly  receive a c u t in  h is to ta l food 
budget.

Used A g a in s t Cash R e lie f
" In  N e w ark , we kn o w  th a t 

th is  m aneuver is inteneded to  
weaken the f ig h t fo r  cash re lie f, 
som eth ing N e w a rk  unem ployed 
fo r  a lm ost five  years have been 
f ig h tin g  fo r. They are a fra id  th a t 
th is  “ increase”  w i l l  be used by 
the loca l po litic ia n s  to  prepare a 
cu t in  th e ir  re lie f, as was done in  
M inneapolis a f te r  the in tro d u c ­
tion  o f the  plan.

“ They resent new res ti’ic t io n s : 
the o rder m a k in g  them  c a rry  an 
id e n tifica tio n  card every tim e  they 
go to  a  store, the r ig h t  o f federa l 
inspectors to  stop them  when 
they  leave a  store and search 
th e ir  bags, the  re s tr ic tio n s  on 
th e ir  r ig h t  to  purchase household 
m a te ria ls  such as soap, o r to ­
bacco.

Stand o f V arious Groups
"T h is  opposition to  m any fea­

tures o f the p lan  has a lready p ro ­
duced a s tro n g ly  worded reso lu­
t io n  fro m  the W orke rs  R e lie f &  
W P A  U n ion , m il ita n t  N e w a rk  un ­
em ployed o rgan iza tion , a tta c k in g  
the  rea c tio n a ry  fea tu res o f the 
plan, and c a llin g  upon the unem ­
ployed to  organize to  p ro te c t

themselves aga inst the  ne x t 
stages in  the developm ent o f the 
plan.

“ On the  o th e r hand, the S ta lin ­
is t-co n tro lle d  shell o f an o rgan­
iza tion , the W orke rs  A lliance , 
las t week issued a  le a fle t com ­
p le te ly  s lu rr in g  over the danger­
ous fea tu res o f the plan, saying 
to  the  unem ployed; “ T h is  is  yo u r 
p lan ! Learn  how i t  benefits y o u !”  
Thus they dem onstra te th a t a l­
though  the y  use a m ore m il ita n t  
sound ing language tha n  a yea r 
ago, the y  s t i l l  fo llo w  a po licy  
w h ich  be trays and confuses the 
unem ployed and weakens th e ir  
f ig h t fo r  jobs and adequate cash 
re lie f.”

B re itm a n  concluded by  p o in t­
in g  o u t how rid icu lous  a ro le  the 
S oc ia lis t P a r ty  was p la y in g  in  
the food stam p question. “ Unem ­
ployed w o rke rs  in  N ew  Y o rk  a t 
the recent convention o f the U n ­
em ployed &  P ro je c t W orke rs  U n ­
ion saw m em bers o f the  S oc ia lis t 
P a r ty  v o tin g  in  a  bloc aga inst 
the  food s tam p  p lan ’s in tro d u c ­
t io n  in  N ew  Y o rk  C ity , a t  the 
same tim e  th a t H a r ry  La id le r, 
S.P. m em ber o f the  C ity  Council, 
had been the m ost ac tive  p ropo­
nen t in  th a t body to  b r in g  the 
p lan to  N ew  Y o rk  C ity .”

Appeal Drive Gains, 
But Not Enough

The co llec tion  th is  week fo r  the tw o-a -w eek Appea l was an 
im provem ent ove r the previous week’s co llection. $209.25 was co l­
lected, an increase o f ap p ro x im a te ly  $70.00 over the  m oney co l­
lected d u rin g  the  week before.

B u t, s o rry  to  say, we cannot be satisfied.
The a tta c k  o f the  G PU assassins on Comrade T ro ts k y  shows 

us how  m uch m ore e ffec tive  we could be i f  the Appea l were pub­
lished tw ice-a-w eek. H ad we been pu b lish ing  the Appea l tw ice -a - 
week we w ou ld  have been o u t on the  stree ts  w ith  the  news and 
the in te rp re ta tio n  o f the a ttem p ted  assassination by S ta lin ’s G PU 
m uch earlie r.

Comrades, le t no th in g  in te rfe re  w ith  the  co llec tion  o f funds 
fo r  the  tw o-a-w eek Appea l. O u r fina nc ia l cond ition  is  such th a t 
the tw o-a -w eek Appea l d rive  m us t continue regard less o f anv 
o th e r drive .

E ve ryb od y on h is  toes to  fu l f i l l  the quota !

B ranch Pledged Paid %
U p sta te  N ew  Y o r k . . . . $ 50.00 100
A k ro n  .................... 10.00 100
St. P a u l ............................ 160.00 80
C h ic a g o ........................... 70.00 70
M inneapo lis .................. 200.00 67
B o s to n ............................. 112.50 66
L y n n  ............................. 29.00 58
F iin t  ............................... 55.00 50
D e tro it  .......................... 36.35 48
N ew  Y o rk  C i t y ............. 412.00 43
E as t Chicago ................ 10.00 40
N e w a r k ...................... 30.00 30
Los A n g e le s .................... 22.25 22
B u ffa lo  ............................. 1.00 20
N ew  Haven .................... 7.00 13
N a tio n a l Office ............. 41.00 7
M a ritim e  W orke rs  . . . . 40.00 5
San F rancisco ............... 0.00 0
Toledo ............................... 0.00 0
P h ila d e lp h ia .................... 0.00 * 0
O m aha ............................. 0.00 0
B a ltim o re  ........................ 0.00 0
Seattle  ............................. 0.00 0
Ind ianapo lis  .................... 0.00 0
O akland ........................... 0.00 0
P o rtla n d  .......................... 0.00 0
L o ra in  ............................... 0.00 0

T O T A L  ............................. $1286.10 33.

CLARKE SEES WARTIME OPEN SHOP 
TACTICS AT WORK IN SYRACUSE

B y G EORGE C L A R K E
S Y R A C U S E  —  T h is  w ide open- 

shop in d u s tr ia l cen ter is a ll 
p rim ed  fo r  b ig  w a r-tim e  p roduc- 
tion . CJenerai' M otors , C rucib le  
Steel, Solvay chem icals long  ago 
"adapted”  themselves to  the  
“ s tra in ”  o f w a r.

W a r means open-shop wages. 
Syracuse an tic ip a ted  th is  general 
cond ition  by  m any years. A  s k il l­
ed too l and die m a ke r in  B row n, 
L ipe  &  Shapin (G M  a ffilia te  m an­
u fa c tu r in g  s te a rin g  gears, head­
lig h ts , etc.) m akes less th a n  a 
d o lla r an ho u r tops. In  the  un ion­
ized p lan ts  o f GM  the  same w o rk  
ca lls  fo r  $1.25 to  $1.40 an hour. 
N a tu ra lly , p ro p o rtio n a te ly  worse 
conditions ob ta in  fo r  the  u n s k ill­
ed.

crusade aga ins t “ Bolshevism .”. 
The “ Bolshevism ”  consisted o f a 
JllSfcCOSJUifiuaifig, p ro je c t t h a t  suc­
ceeded in  p ro v id in g  the trem en­
dous num ber o f 800 apartm ents. 
(There are a lm ost 10,000 s lum  
fam ilies  in  Syracuse). B u t even 
th is  “ w ild-eyed B o lshe v ik i”  p ro j­
ect was n o t e n tire ly  unpro fitab le  
fo r  the solid c itizens o f the  com ­
m u n ity . I t  appears th a t  the  slum s 
were cleared fo r  the  p ro je c t in  
N O T  the poorest section o f the  
c ity . These homes— o f course!—  
were he av ily  m ortgaged to  the  lo ­
cal banks, w ho were no t e n tire ly  
unhappy to  re lieve themselves o f 
th is  p ro pe rty , a t nice fa t  in te re s t 
charges.

A n d  w h ile  wages t r a i l  f a r  be­
h ind unionized p lants, and hours 
are long and w o rk in g  conditions 
bad, Syracuse w o rke rs  a lready 
have the bad sm ell in  th e ir  nos­
t r i ls — the sm ell o f the  p re -w a r 
depression th a t w i l l  be the  post­
w a r panic.

The “ D em ocracy”  They E n jo y
O ver 9,000 fa m ilie s  a re  on re ­

lie f, accord ing to  Leon A b b o tt, 
coun ty  w e lfa re  com m issioner. A t  
least one o u t o f every seven pe r­
sons receive re lie f— w h ich  is a 
sure s ign th a t a t least one ou t o f 
eve ry  s ix  are unemployed.

These fam ilies , fo r tu n a te  enough 
to  be on the re lie f ro lls , received 
$6.32 on the  w e ek ly  average. E s­
t im a tin g  the  fa m ilie s  a t an ave r­
age o f 4 persons, the re lie f can­
non-fodder o f Syracuse en joy the  
p rin ce ly  sum  o f 90 cents a  day 
fo r  food, c lo th in g , she lter, fue l 
and the o th e r necessities o f life . 
They w i l l  p robab ly  be branded 
" F if th  C o lum n" i f  the y  don’t  ge t 
too hys te rica l about the M organ - 
D uPont-R oosevelt w a r  fo r  “ dem ­
ocracy,”  “ c iv iliz a tio n ”  and “ the 
good life .”

N o t ve ry  long ago the  local 
newspapers and the  Cham ber o f 
Commerce were engaged in  a  b ig  :

W orke rs  A re  M il i ta n t
W ith  the exception o f the m il i­

ta n t tru c k  d r ive rs  and a few  o f 
the m in o r trades, Syracuse is un­
organized. There are a fe w  w eak 
SW OC lodges in  the  C rucib le  
m ills , a  fe w  o f the  sm a lle r p lan ts  
and m ills  under con trac t. A n d  
th a t ’s abou t the size o f o rgan iza­
tion . B u t don’t  ge t the  im p res ­
sion th a t Syracuse w o rke rs  la ck  
in  m ilita n c y . F o r m onths on end 
the R em ing ton  - Rand w o rke rs  
ba ttled  as vic ious a  com pany te r ­
ro r  as w o rke rs  have seen any­
where. They d idn ’t  w in — the  la ­
bor m ovem ent w as to  w eak and 
the com pany too pow erfu l. B u t 
the rea l s to ry  is to ld  in  the  fa c t  
th a t the o n ly  w ay R em ing ton- 
Rand could de feat the  w o rke rs  
was by c losing down the p lan t.

“ H e ll w i l l  pop in  th is  tow n  one 
o f these days,”  a  w o rk e r to ld  me, 
“ and when i t  does w e’l l  be f ig h t­
in g  o u r ow n w a r where i t  should 
be fo u g h t.”

*  *  *

The SW P is ready to  move 
ahead in  Syracuse. W ith  several 
w o rke rs  jo in in g  the  p a r ty  d u rin g  
m y s tay  here, i t  is  on ly  a m a tte r  
o f tim e  before an active , p rom is­
in g  p a r ty  o rgan iza tion  is consti­
tu ted .

GEORGE CLARKE IN TWIN CITIES 
ON COAST-TO-COAST TOUR

George C la rke , m em ber o f the N a tio n a l C om m ittee  o f the 
S oc ia lis t W orke rs  P a rty , now  on a  doast-to-coast speaking tou r, 
is  in  M inneapo lis and St. P au l th is  week-end. T im e and place o f 
h is speaking engagements can be ascerta ined a t the M inneapo lis 
headquarters o f the  S oc ia lis t W o rke rs  P a rty , 919 M arque tte .

H is  n e x t speaking dates are :
O m a h a ............................................................... Sunday, June 2
D e n v e r ...............................Tuesday, W ednesday, June 4-5
S a lt L a ke  C i t y ............................................................... June 7
San F rancisco .........................................................June 10-16
Fresno .............................................................................June 17
Los Angeles ............................................................. June 18-25

Comrade C la rke ’s com m ents fro m  each c ity  on the  w a y  in  
w h ich  A m erican  w o rke rs  are rea c tin g  to  the w a r  d r ive  w i l l  appear 

each week in  the Appeal.
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" Democracy"  in British 
West Indies

B rit is h  im p e ria lism  is m oving  s w if t ly  to  com­
p le te ly  suppress freedom  o f speech, the  r ig h t  o f 
assembly, the expression o f grievances and c r i­
tic ism , in  the  W est Ind ies. In  Jam aica the Gov­
ernm ent is t r y in g  to  enforce the “ U ndesirab le L i t ­
e ra tu re  L a w .”

The G overnor is g iven “ absolute d isc re tion ”  to  
ban the im p o rta tio n  o f any lite ra tu re  th a t v io ­
la tes the la w  and any person who im ports , pub­
lishes, offers fo r  sale, d is tribu tes , o r  reproduces 
any pu b lica tio n  the im p o rta tio n  o f w h ich  has been 
p roh ib ited  shall be liab le  to  im p risonm en t a t hard  
labo r fo r  a te rm  n o t exceeding tw e lve  m onths o r 
to  a fine no t exceeding £100 (abou t $500) o r to  
bo th  im prisonm en t and fine.

The People's N a tio n a l P a r ty  o f Jam a ica has 
pro tested the law . T h e ir s ta tem ent reads in  p a r t:

“ The L a w  does n o t specify  the  s o rt o f li te ra ­
tu re  o r m a tte r  th a t  m ay be p ro h ib ited  b u t vests 
in  the G overnor alone an a rb it ra ry  and absolute 
power. The L a w  a ffo rds no safeguards nor means 
o f redress w h a teve r fo r  persons affected by the 
use o f its  powers.

“ We do m ost s trenuous ly  p ro te s t aga ins t the  
undem ocra tic  and bu reaucra tic  and oppressive 
fo rm  o f the B il l.  W e p ro te s t aga ins t the  a rro ­
gan t assum ption o f a rb it ra ry  powers by any m an 
to  con tro l and l im it  the c o n s titu tio n  r ig h ts  o f 
freedom  o f th o u g h t and op in ion ..........

“ The la w  is undem ocratic, unnecessary and 
harsh and m akes i t  possible to  deny to  the  people 
o f the  c o u n try  the o rd in a ry  r ig h ts  o f free  th o u g h t 
and op in ion .”

A Letter from Jamaica
We have received a  le tte r  fro m  Jam aica w h ich  

s ta te s :
“ Y ou r M ay  D ay issue was excep tiona lly  good 

and grand. Keep up the  fig h t. The Jam aica La bo r 
W eekly s ta rte d  repub lica tion  b u t had to  suspend 
on account o f w a r-tim e  repression. Yours fo r  a 
S ocia lis t W o rld .”

The Jam aica Labo r W eek ly  was a  m il ita n t  
labor paper w h ich  was published d u rin g  1938 and 
the f irs t  h a lf  o f 1939 and appeared aga in  fo r  fo u r  
issues d u rin g  A p r i l  and M a y  o f th is  year. I t  c a r­
ried on a cam paign aga ins t the w a r. W e can be 
sure th a t  the  sen tim ents expressed in  an a rtic le  
in  M ay, 1939, are s t i l l  the  op in ions o f thousands 
o f w o rkers  in  the W est Indies.

The a rtic le  po in ts  o u t th a t Jam aicans w i l l  be 
called upon to  f ig h t  fo r  dem ocracy and asks: 

“ H O W  C O U LD  J A M A IC A N S  F IG H T  TO 
D E F E N D  D E M O C R A C Y  W H E N  W E  H A V E  
N O T GOT A N Y ?  A lth o u g h  we Jam aicans are 
b it te r ly  opposed to  fascism  and are ready to  
defend dem ocracy when we ge t i t  here, W E  
A R E  N O T  G O IN G  TO  F IG H T  FO R  IM P E R ­
IA L IS M  A N D  T H E  P E R P E T U A L  E N R IC H ­
M E N T  O F  T H E  P O C K E TS  O F  T H E  B R IT IS H  
C A P IT A L IS T S .”

A n  item  fro m  the D a ily  G leam er, K ings ton , 
Jam aica paper g ives us som eth ing o f a p ic tu re  o f 
the conditions in  Jam aica. A . G. S. Coombs, Pres­
iden t o f the Jam a ica W orke rs  and Tradesmens 
U n ion states th a t in  the  M ontego B ay a rea  tw o - 
th ird s  o f the w o rke rs  are unem ployed and th a t 
those who are w o rk in g  on ly  receive the  m iserable 
wage o f 3 to  10 sh illing s  a week and th a t  th is  
“ on ly  provides fo r  food o f the  cheapest and m ost 
m iserable o rder— n o t to  m en tion  c lo th in g  and 
housing.”

The cost o f l iv in g  fo r  w o rke rs  in  K ings ton , ac­
cord ing to  o ffic ia l figures, has risen 17 percent 
since la s t A ugust. C lo th in g  costs rose by  25 pe r­
cent and food by  22 percen t in  th is  period.

*  *  *

In  T rin idad , B r it is h  W est Indies, the police 
com m issioner has ordered the  suppression o f 
a ll labo r un ion m eetings. G roups o r pa rad es . 
o f m ore tha n  ten  persons have been banned 
and trade  un ion m eetings broken up and th e ir  
officers arrested b y  the  police, accord ing to  re ­
po rts  appearing  in  the  U.S. N egro  press.

Negroes Fear Effects of War Drive
“ Negroes m ay su ffe r in  U.S. d r ive  fo r  defense,”  

is  the te ll in g  headline o f a s to ry  in  the N ew  Y o rk  
C ity  N egro  newspaper, the  A m sterdam  News, 
M ay 25. I t  reports  th a t “ speedy Congressional 
ac tion  to  approve the executive 's request fo r  a 
b illio n  do lla rs  fo r  arm am ents th is  week were 
seen to  s igna l doom to the  w e lfa re  o f thousands 
o f unem ployed Negroes a ll over the c o u n try .”

The po in t is  th a t the  c u tt in g  down o f the  W P A  
ro lls  w i l l  oust tens o f thousands o f Negroes who 
w i l l  ge t no benefits fro m  the  jobs created b y  the 
arm am en t appropria tions. F or, the  A m sterdam  
News po in ts  ou t:

"Negroes are n o t employed by  the  m a jo r a ir ­
plane and m un itio ns  m a k in g  concerns, a J im - 
C row  po licy  o f long  standing, and o f those em­
ployed in  navy ya rds  and the steel in d u s try , ve ry  
few  are above the o rd in a ry  unsk illed  la bo r classi­
fica tio n .”

There ’s on ly  one place they  a re n 't go ing  to  
d isc rim in a te  aga inst Negroes: in  the  fro n t- lin e  
trenches. T hey ’l l  use b lack  sk ins fo r  cannon-fod­
der— as long as b lacks w i l l  go to  the s laughter. . .

Millions in Gold for Britain's War 
Chest from Labor of African Miners

N a tives  in  the Rand gold m ines o f South A fr ic a  
are w o rk in g  ove rtim e to  pour go ld in to  B r ita in ’s 
war-chest. In  the  f ir s t  seven m onths o f the w a r, 
these m ines produced $272,000,000 o f new gold. 
The p roduc tion  o u tp u t reached an a ll- t im e  h igh  
in  M a rch  in  the  Rand. I t  to ta led  1,147,382 ounces. 
A t  the  A m erican  p rice  o f $35 an ounce, the  
M arch  o u tp u t was w o r th  $40,145,000. T h is  is 
enough to  bu y  a  flee t o f 535 A m erican  p u rs u it 
planes. I t  is  n o t d iff ic u lt  to  see w ho pays fo r  the  
w ar. N o t the  m asters w ho spend “ th e ir ”  gold, b u t 
the co lon ia l people and the w o rke rs  o f the  im ­
p e ria lis t nations.

G P U  Assassins T ry  to M urder Trotsky

A  recent photograph of N a ta lia  and Leon Trotsky.

Jus t over tw o  years ago— on A p r i l 16, 1938—  
the Socialist» Appea l reported th a t George M in k , 
G.P.U. assassin, was on h is w ay to  M exico w ith  
the assigned task  o f m urd e rin g  Leon T ro tsky .

“ He sailed e a rly  th is  week,”  theA ppeal re p o rt­
ed on th a t date, “ fro m  the p o rt o f Galveston, 
Texas, fo r  the  p o rt o f V era  Cruz, Mexico, to  c a rry  
o u t the m ission assigned to  h im  by his gangste r 
overlo rds: to  organ ize the  m urd e r o f Leon 
T ro ts k y !”

W e gave in  de ta il a t  th a t tim e  m any o f the 
know n fac ts  about M in k , no torious fo r  m any 
years in te rn a tio n a lly  as a spy, te rro r is t,  and 
executioner in  the service o f S ta lin ’s G.P.U.

In  1935, the N ew  Y o rk  T im es published a  d is­
patch fro m  Copenhagen, D enm ark, dated J u ly  
30, w h ich  s ta ted th a t  “ tw o  A m ericans, George 
M in k  and N icholas Sherman, arrested tw o  m onths 
ago, were condemned today  to  18 m onths in  
prison under the accusation o f espionage.”

Subsequently M in k , under the  name o f “ A lfre d  
H erz”  headed the  m urd e r squads o f S ta lin ’s 
G .P.U. in  Spain. In  Barce lona he was personally 
responsible fo r  o rg an iz in g  and c a rry in g  o u t the 
assassinations o f hundreds o f m il i ta n t  anarch is ts , 
m embers o f the P.OU.M ., and o f the F o u rth  In -  
e rnationa l. • '

The Spanish anarch is ts  d ire c tly  charged “ H erz”  
w ith  o rgan iz ing  the  m urd e r o f the anarch is t 
leader in Barcelona, C am illo  B erneri, and his 
comrade B arb ie ri. T h is  charge was published in  
th is  c o u n try  by C arlo  Tresca, e d ito r o f the anar­
ch is t w eekly, “ 11 M a rte llo .”

The s in is te r figu re  o f M in k  appeared in  the

m urd e r o f M ou lin , F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a lis t m il i­
ta n t, and in  the k id na pp ing  and probable m urd e r 
— the y  have never been seen since— o f M arc  Rein, 
son o f the Russian Social D em ocra t R afael A b- 
ram ovitch , m em ber o f the bureau o f the Second 
In te rn a tio n a l, and o f E rw in  W olf, fo rm e r secre­
ta ry  to  Leon T ro tsky .

H a v in g  acqu itted  h im se lf so w e ll in  h is m aster's 
beha lf in  Spain, M in k  re tu rned  to  th is  cou n try  
and le f t  a lm ost im m e d ia te ly  fo r  M exico fo r  his 
new job— the assassination o f Leon T ro tsky .

Reported a t the same tim e  as go ing to M exico 
were a know n F rench S ta lin is t o ffic ia l, Georges 
F ou rn ia l, and Roland A bb ia tte , sought by F rench 
and Swiss police as one o f the  m urderers in  Sep­
tem ber, 1937, o f Ignace Reiss. Reiss had broken 
w ith  S ta lin ’s G.P.U, and jo ined  the F o u rth  In te r ­
na tiona l. W hen Swiss po lice ra ided A b ia tte ’s 
room (he was also know n as “ Rossi” ), the y  found 
a m ap o f M exico C ity  and its  suburbs, and a  dup­
lica te  o f an app lica tion  fo r  a M exican visa.

O the r know n G.P.U. agents who subsequently 
jo ined M in k , F ou rn ia l, and A b b ia tte  in  M exico 
included T in a  M od o tti, I ta lia n  S ta lin is t who was 
held fo r  a, tim e  by .Swiss police in  th e  R eiss m u r­
der, and Sorm enti, also an I ta lia n , who goes by 
the nam e o f “ Carlos C ontre ra .”

These are the crea tu res assembled in  M exico 
by S ta lin  to  “ g e t”  T ro ts k y , his m ost feared and 
m ost hated enemy. T h e ir names are w r it te n  down 
in  the  books o f the in te rn a tio n a l w o rk in g  class 
and w il l  rem ain there  u n t il the w o rk in g  class o f 
the whole w o rld  has its  reckon ing  w ith  S ta lin  
and S ta lin ism .

M ichigan C IO  Halted  
In  Stand Against W ar

(C ontinued fro m  Page 1) 
separated, p a r t  o f them  p lac ing  
themselves between T ro ts k y  and 
the  re s t o f the guards who were 
sleeping in  th e ir  rooms, sp ray ing  
the guards ’ doors w ith  frequen t 
b lasts o f m achine gun slugs.
Guards A nsw er M ach ine Guns

The guards reported th a t one 
o f the  assassins called o u t to ' 
them  in  E ng lish  to  s tay  in  th e ir  
rooms and the y  w ou ld  no t be 
h u rt. They re tu rned  the  fire , how ­
ever. W hether any o f the  assas­
sins were s tru c k  b y  the  re tu rn  
fire  is n o t know n.The invaders 
had c u t a ll the  w ires  except th a t 
o f the telephone upon overpow er­
in g  H a rte , and in  the darkness 
on ly  the  flam e fro m  th e ir  m achine 
guns could be seen.

Feared Mechanized Device

The m a in  body o f assassins 
proceeded to  the combined lib ra ry  
and s tud y  o f Comrade T ro tsky , 
f ir in g  m achine gun slugs w ild ly  
as the y  broke inside. F ro m  th a t 
vantage p o in t they  held th e ir  m a­
chine guns on the  bedroom  door 
o f Comrade T ro tsky , r id d lin g  i t  
w ith  bu lle ts. A t  the same tim e  
o thers  o f the gang shot th rou gh  
the F rench door o f the bedroom 
w h ich  opens upon the patio , thus 
d ire c tin g  a  cross f ire  upon the 
beds where Comrades T ro ts k y  
and N a ta lia  had been sleeping bu t 
few  m inu tes  before. T h e ir p illow s 
were ridd led. M ore tha n  seventy 
b u lle t holes w ere counted in  the 
w a ll near the beds. O thers o f the 
assassins fired  in to  Sergei’s room  
a t the same tim e.

U ndoubted ly convinced th a t 
the y  had succeeded in  th e ir  b loody 
assignm ent and fe a rin g  to  break 
open the bedroom doors w h ich  
are connected w ith  a special me­
chanica l p ro tec tive  device o f 
w h ich  the y  ap p a re n tly  were a- 
ware, the  assassins hu rled  incen­
d ia ry  bombs in  the lib ra ry  and 
le ft  w ith  flames ra p id ly  spreading 
am ong the books and magazines.

A t  the  door th ro u g h  the w a ll, 
w h ich  also opens upon the  garage, 
they stole tw o  o f the  autom obiles. 
They to o k  H a rte — perhaps a lrea­
dy  dead— w ith  them .

Cohirade N a ta lia  rushed ou t o f 
the bedroom and sm othered the 
fire  w ith  b lankets.

The a la rm  was flashed over the 
t e l e p h o n e  by the rem a in ing  
guards, and the M exican a u th o r­
it ie s  im m e d ia te ly  responded w ith  
squads o f polipe. and secret ser­
v ice men.

T ro ts k y  Nam es M in k

Comrade T ro ts k y  named George 
M in k  as one o f the  G P U  agents 
assigned to  assassinate h im  and 
declared th a t  the en tire  a tte m p t 
was ca rried  o u t on d ire c t orders 
and under the  personal superv i­
sion o f S ta lin , the Ca in w ho has 
slaughtered the en tire  o f the B o l­
sheviks who led the  O ctober re­
vo lu tion .

One o f the  autom obiles was 
abandoned b y  the  G PU assassins 
in  Coyoacan, the o th e r w as found  
on a road ten m iles w est o f M ex­
ico C ity . In  i t  was a coat fro m  
one o f the police un ifo rm s  used 
by  the gang.

The M exican au th o ritie e  have 
launched a tho roughgo ing  in ve s ti­
ga tion . The five  policem en de­
ta iled  to  gua rd  the house under 
the superv is ion o f J. Casas have 
been placed in  custody fo r  close 
questioning. The M exican  secret 
service is com bing the c o u n try  
fo r  suspects.

A l l  M exico Aroused

The a ttem pted  assassination 
created a sensation in  M exico. I t  
was the m ost im p o rta n t s to ry  o f 
the  week. E v e ry  newspaper c a r­
ried  deta iled accounts.

In  expectation th a t  ano the r a t­
te m p t w i l l  s h o rtly  be made— S ta­
l in  seems to  believe th a t the head­
lines on the w o rld  w a r now  ra g ­
in g  w i l l  cover up the  crim e— the 
police guard  has been re in forced 
a t Coyoacan b y  the M exican 
au tho rities . The in te rn a l guard  
system  is  likew ise  be ing g re a tly  
am p lified  and the  e n tire  in te r io r  
w ith in  the w a lls  com p le te ly  re ­
arranged and re in fo rced  in  p re ­
p a ra tio n  fo r  the ne x t a tta ck .

S A Y !
I t ’s going to be a swell party ! 

(F o r the Twice-a-W eek  
Appeal)

JUNE 1st, 1940
8:00 P .M .

Labor Temple
84th St. and 2nd Ave., N .Y .C .

Socialist W orkers P arty  
Y'orkville Branch

Music— Food— Refreshments 
Dancing

A D M IS S IO N  20c

(Continued fro m  Pago 1) 
convention, in  its  annual m eeting 
here th is  week-end.

The reso lu tions com m ittee , un ­
der the  dom ina tion  o f A lla n  H a y ­
wood, N a tio n a l C IO  O rgan iza tion  
D ire c to r and old tim e  wheel-horse 
fo r  the  Lew is  m achine in  the  
M iners  U n ion, de libe ra te ly  v io ­
la ted the  sen tim ents o f the  ran k  
and file  delegates fo r  a live  w ire  
p rogram  o f action  aga inst Roose­
v e lt ’s w a r preparations.

D u r in g  S a tu rday ’s session the 
convention delegates had re v o lt­
ed aga inst a m ilk  and w a te r re ­
so lu tion , subm itted  by  the Reso­
lu tion s  Com m ittee, had defeated 
the reso lu tion  and demanded fro m  
the flo o r th a t  a g re a t na tiona l 
cam paign be launched w ith  “ mass 
dem onstra tions”  to  arouse the 
w o rkers  o f M ich igan  n o t “ to  p a r t­
ic ipa te  in  any w a r launched by 
the im p e ria lis ts  o f th is  c o u n try .”

The f in a l reso lu tion  th a t came 
ou t o f the com m ittee  hopper, 
however, m ere ly  sta ted th a t  the 
convention “ was opposed to  U.S. 
invo lvem en t in  the  w a r.”

T h is  despicable ac tion  o f the 
reso lu tions com m ittee  was p a rt 
o f a de liberate d rive  by h igh  CIO  
offic ia ls to  tam e the m il ita n t  a n t i­
w a r s p ir it  d isplayed by the con­
ven tion  delegates.

U n ion -Labe l B u lle ts
A lla n  H ayw ood ou tlined  the 

o ffic ia l C IO  po licy. “ The C IO  is 
s u p p o r t  in g  the preparedness 
d rive ,”  he stated, “ and w ould help 
defend the c o u n try  aga inst any 
aggression, b u t i t  demands a 
voice on proposed em ergency w a r 
bureaus and w i l l  in s is t th a t  ex­
is t in g  la b o r s tandards be defend­
ed.”

Thus H ayw ood announced to  
the convention th a t the  top  CIO  
o ffic ia ls  have a lready sold o u t U r 
the Roosevelt w a r  m achine and 
on ly  ask th a t the  un ion labe l be 
placed on the bu lle ts , the guns 
and un ifo rm s  th a t  w i l l  be p ro ­

vided the conscrip ted U. S. a rm y.

Defend La bo r’s R igh ts

The convention delegates were 
fu l ly  aw are o f the fa c t th a t  the 
on rush ing  w a r prepara tions o f 
the  Roosevelt m achine s ig n ify  an 
im m edia te a tte m p t to  destroy a ll 
o f the  la bo r le g is la tio n  and union 
ga ins achieved in  the la s t few  
years. The convention launched 
a. d rive  to  o ffse t th is  move and 
to  save la bo r’s gains. A  p rog ram  
was adopted p ledg ing una lte rab le  
opposition to  e lim in a tin g  labo r 
le g is la tio n  fo r  the  na tiona l de­
fense program .

The convention reso lu tion  s ta t­
ed its  opposition  “ to  any s ta tu t­
o ry  leng then ing  o f the w o rk  
week, to  any suspension o f the 
W alsh-H ea ley A c t, and to  any 
move to  abolish paym en t o f over­
tim e  in  the indus tries  p roducing 
w a r and defense m a te ria ls .”

The reso lu tion denounced the 
a ttem p ts  o f the A rm y  and N a vy  
offic ia ls  to  a tte m p t to fo rce  labo r 
to  m ake sacrifices "w h ile  the em ­
ployers continue to  p ile  up th e ir  
p ro fits .”

W h a t the  Score Is

W h ile  the convention was in  
session the D e tro it  News, organ 
o f the  M ich iga n  moneybags, ex­
plained to  the delegates w h a t the 
na tiona l defense p ro g ra m  re a lly  
means. C r it ic iz in g  un ion m ilita n ts  
o f the B ay C ity  convention fo r  
being “ c y n ica lly  suspicious,”  i t  
argued, “ th a t as to  ce rta in  trades 
the  demand m ust be made, fo r  
q u ite  le g it im a te  reasons, th a t 
men be allow ed to  w o rk  longer 
than  40 hours. T h a t w i l l  occur 
undoubtedly in  the  too l and die 
in d u s try , where shortage o f s k il­
led men and fa c ilit ie s , i t  is  pre­
dicted, w i l l  prov ide th e  ch ie f 
‘bo ttleneck ’ o f the  whole p ro ­
g ram .”

Thus the  m an u fac tu re rs  are 
aga in  ta k in g  the offensive, seek­
ing, before the ac tua l decla ra tion

o f w a r, to  destroy one o f the  
basic gains o f A m erican  labor, 
the 40 ho u r week.

T h is  a n ti-un ion  d rive , pushed 
on the  p re te x t o f “ a  shortage o f 
sk illed  labo r," i s , a ll the m ore 
h yp o c ritica l since the  represent­
atives o f the m anu fac tu re rs  
themselves a d m it th a t  no such 
shortage exists. W a rd ’s A u to m o­
tiv e  Reports, the m ost a u th o r ita ­
tiv e  on the auto in du s try , po in t 
ou t in  th e ir  la te s t s tudy th a t  “ the 
indus tries ’ a b il i ty  to  produce m o­
torized equipm ent is im m ed ia te ly  
ava ilab le .”  Chester Cahn, a t to r ­
ney fo r  the Tool and D ie M anu­
fa c tu re rs  Association ad m itte d  
th a t “ M os t o f the too l-and-d ie  
w o rk  on the 1941 cars now  in  the 
shops w i l l  be fin ished by A u g u s t 
1st. I  should say th a t w ou ld  rep ­
resent 80 o r 85 per cent o f the 
1941 autom obile  requirem ents. 
A f te r  A u g u s t 1 our in d u s try  w i l l  
be in  a  pos ition  to  o ffe r its  fa c il i-

The June issue o f “ F o u rth  In ­
te rn a tio n a l”  is now o ff the press! 
Even fin e r th a n  the ou ts tand ing  
M agazine, th is  second num ber o f 
the S oc ia lis t W orke rs  P a r ty ’s 
m o n th ly  m agazine again presents 
a live ly , w ell-balanced tab le  o f 
contents fo r  tne M a rx is t reader.

Leon T ro ts k y  draw s a “ B a l­
ance Sheet o f the  F in n ish  E v ­
ents.”  T ro ts k y  is also represented 
in  the  departm ent “ F ro m  the A r ­
senal o f M a rx ism ," where one o f 
his f ir s t  documents on the  T ro ts ­
k y is t  m ovem ent appears.

F a rre ll Dobbs, N a tio n a l La bo r 
S ecre tary o f the S oc ia lis t W o rk ­
ers P a rty , g ives a second o f h is 
t im e ly  analyses o f trade  union 
problem s in  “ F B I  and the  U n ­
ions,”  based on d ire c t observation 
o f the G -M en a t w o rk  aga ins t the 
unions. George N ovack  appraises 
the p o lit ic a l scene in  “ The P res i­
den tia l Cam paign.”

FDR WAR PLANS 
HIT AT FLINT 
CIO HEARING

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
when the y  je rke d  the c h a rte r o f 
the F l in t  locals, suspended a ll 
officers, and appointed an adm i­
n is tra to r  over the local.

The reasons g iven were pure 
red -ba iting , and the m ethod used 
an exact re p e tit io n  o f H om er 
M a r t in  tac tics . W ith o u t the local 
un ion ’s officers kno w in g  a  th in g  
abou t i t ,  the W P A  a d m in is tra tio n  
was g iven a lis t  o f men as a new 
ba rg a in in g  com m ittee , and in ­
fo rm ed  o f the suspension o f a ll 
loca l officers w ho had been elected 
by  the  ra n k  and file  in  demo­
c ra tic  m eetings o f the union.

C h a rte r Returned

The d ic ta to r ia l and uncalled fo r  
ac tion  aroused such a wave o f 
anger and reisentment am ong 
F lin t  un ion ists, in  bo th  the W P A  
Loca l and in  the F isher, B u ick  
and C hevro le t locals, th a t Pagano 
and Case had to  q u ic k ly  rescind 
th e ir  action, and restore a ll fo r ­
m er r ig h ts  to  the officers o f Local 
12, and g ive  back its  cha rte r.

The old  business o f jte rk ing  
charte rs, k ic k in g  ou t elected o f­
ficers, and ap po in tin g  a d m in is tra ­
to rs , is  no longer popu la r am ong 
the U A W  m em bership, w ho le a rn ­
ed th e ir  lesson d u r in g  the  M a rt in  
f ig h t. Pagano, A r t  Case, and o the r 
In te rn a tio n a l officers spent an un ­
com fortab le  24 hours im m ed ia te ly  
a fte r  the  W P A  un ion ’s ch a rte r 
was je rked . Dozens o f phone calls 
fro m  lead ing F lin t  un ion ists, con­
s ta n t v is its  fro m  com m ittees p ro ­
tes tin g  the action, soon convinced 
them  they had made a m istake .

The P ub lic  H e a rin g  on F rida y , 
in  sp ite  o f the  d is ru p tive  effects 
o f the  a ttem pted  ouste r o f the 
W P A  Lo ca l’s officers, was an im ­
pressive dem onstra tion  o f so lid ­
a r i ty  between the U A W  p la n t 
locals and the unemployed.

R epresentatives fro m  Chevrolet, 
F ish e r Body, and the Regional 
C IO  Office spoke on the unem ­
p loyed question and supported 
Loca l 12.

M il i ta n t  reso lu tions were passed 
dem anding the  doub ling  o f .‘.he 
W elfa re  B udget, the a b o lition  o f 
red tape in  the c ity  hosp ita l and 
the adm ission fo r  free  h o sp ita li­
za tio n  o f a ll W P A  w o rke rs  and 
re lie f  c lien ts  in  case o f illness.

A n t i-W a r  R esolution

A  f ig h t in g  b low  a t the present 
Congressional ac tion  a p p ro p ria t­
in g  b illion s  fo r  arm am ents was 
passed unan im ously  by  the  H ear­
ing, in  the fo rm  o f a reso lu tion  
dem anding th a t  “ a ll w a r funds 
be tu rned  over to  the  benefit o f 
■the unem ployed people o f th is  
country , and th a t a ten b illio n  
d o lla r pub lic  w o rks  p ro g ra m  be 
inaugura ted  . .”

ties e ith e r fo r  av ia tio n  o r to  m eet 
o th e r demands.”

The s ta te  convention, w h ile  de­
feated by  the  h igh  CIO  o ffic ia ls  to  
a g re a t ex te n t in  its  a tte m p ts  to  
launch a bo ld la bo r offensive, has 
served nevertheless to  d ram atize  
to  the  un ion is ts  o f M ich ig a n  the 
w a r  d rive  now  u n fo ld ing  and has 
begun the g re a t educational w o rk  
w h ich  w i l l  in e v ita b ly  cu lm ina te  in  
the au to  centers in  a fu r io u s  class 
s trugg le  between the w o rke rs  and 
the m anufactu re rs .

James P. Cannon, S.W.P. N a ­
tio n a l S ecre tary, take s  tim e  ou t 
to  analyze the  m en ta l processes 
o f  renegades fro m  M a rx ism  in  
“ The P a th o lo gy  o f Renegacy.”  
Ja rv is  G arland gives another o f 
h is a rtic les  on the d ia lec tic , cen­
tered about the a n ti-d ia le c tic  a t­
titu d e  o f such e x -M a rx is ts  as 
Burnham .

Special m en tion  m us t be given 
to  the e d ito r ia l “ Mass S laugh te r 
— A  N ew  Stage in  the  W a r,”  set­
t in g  fo r th  the o ffic ia l pos ition  o f 
the  F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l. Com ­
plete and thorough, i t  should be 
read c a re fu lly  b y  a l l w o rkers .

“ Once A g a in  — Len in  and L u x ­
em burg”  b y  W a lte r  H e ld  adds 
to  o u r unders tand ing o f the  s im i­
la r it ie s  and differences in  the 
p ro g ra m  and p rac tice  o f these 
re v o lu tio n a ry  leaders. H e ld  shows 
once aga in  how  superio r was Le­
n in ’s conception o f the  ro le  o f 
the  p a rty .

FOURTH INTERNATIONAL FOR JUNE 
HAS TWO ARTICLES BY TROTSKY

W ar Deal Drive 
Against Labor 
On Full Blast

(C ontinued fro m  Page 1)
L a F o lle tte  C iv il L ib e rtie s  B i l l  in to  its  opposite 
and adopted the m onste r on M a y  27. E ven the 
New  Y o rk  T im es had to  re fe r to  “ am endm ents 
undreamed o f a m on th  ago, p r io r  to  European 
w a r developm ents,”  cha ra c te riz in g  one o f  them  as 
a "p rov is ion  w h ich  is a deadly b low  a t  the  c iv i l 
libe rtie s  o f several m illio n  la w -a b in d in g  res i­
dents.”  6

One p rov is ion  fo rb ids  em p loym ent o f n o n -c iti­
zens beyond ten pe r cent o f the personnel o f an y  
in d u s try . A n o th e r fo rb ids  the em p loym ent o f 
“ any N a z i o r  C om m unis t”  w ith o u t exception. 
F oam ing  a t the  m outh , the  august Senators 
adopted these p rov is ions by a vote o f 47-20. L a ­
F o lle tte , fa th e r  o f the  o r ig in a l b ill,  sa t s ile n tly  by  
w h ile  i t  was tu rned  in to  an a n ti- la b o r weapon.

3. Roosevelt’s proposal to  tra n s fe r the  Im m i­
g ra tio n  Service fro m  the La b o r to  the  D e p a rt­
m en t o f Justice  was speedily adopted M a y  27 b y  
the House, p u tt in g  over fo u r  m illio n  non-citizens 
a t the tender m ercies o f the  F B I,  Roosevelt’s 
message to  Congress on the proposal exp la ined i t  
a ll in  one o f its  sentences:

“ T h is  reo rgan iza tion  w iU  enable the  govern­
m en t to  deal q u ic k ly  w ith  those aliens w ho
conduct themselves in  a m anner th a t  con flic ts
w ith  the  pu b lic  in te res t.”

Since “ the pu b lic  in te re s t”  had a lready  been 
defined by Roosevelt to  include a  ban on s tr ik e s

La bo r w i l l  n o t a tte m p t to  take  advantage o f 
its  co llec tive  pow er to  fom en t s tr ik e s ”  said Roose­
ve lt, M ay  21— F B I  con tro l o f aliens can p la y  un­
im ag inab le  havoc w ith  the  trade  unions, fo r  the 
fo u r  m illio n  non-c itizens are p re do m ina n tly  in ­
d u s tria l w o rkers , s tro n g  p illa rs  o f m any unions. 
The F B I  is  g iven a weapon to  tu rn  these un ion 
m en in to  scabs and stool-pigeons.

Anti-Labor Jokers in "A lien" Bill
4. A tto rn e y  General Jackson proposed on M a y  

22 re g is tra tio n  and f in g e rp r in t in g  o f a ll non-c i­
tizens, m a k in g  i t  com pulsory fo r  them  to  c a rry  
id en tifica tio n  cards. In  line  w ith  th is  the  Senate 
J u d ic ia ry  C om m ittee  on M a y  27 reported fa v o r­
ab ly  a House-approved b i l l  p ro v id in g  fo r  f in g e r­
p r in t in g  and re g is tra tio n  o f aliens.

A  g r im  jo k e r  is concealed in  th is  move. F o r  
though  the b ill thus approved is  re fe rred  to  in  
press reports  as m ere ly  p ro v id in g  fo r  re g is tra tio n  
o f aliens, i t  tu rn s  o u t th a t  the b ill is a c tu a lly  the 
no torious S m ith  “ O m nibus b ill, ”  a com pendium  o f 
a ll the a n ti- la b o r and an ti-a lie n  le g is la tio n  p ro ­
posed in  Congress d u rin g  the  la s t tw e n ty  years. 
I t  had passed the House e a rly  in  th is  session b u t 
had scarce ly been conceded a chance to  pass the 
Senate— u n t il Roosevelt and Jackson’s ca lls fo r  
le g is la tio n  aga ins t aliens provided the avenue.

In  ad d ition  to  a n ti-a lie n  provis ions, th is  b i l l 
con ta ins a b road ly-w orded p rov is ion  m a k in g  i t  a  
crim e punishable by ten  yea r sentences to pub lish  
o r d is tr ib u te  books, pam phlets o r o th e r lite ra tu re  
“ adv is ing  the  na tions ' arm ed forces to  disobey 
th e ir  superiors o r advoca ting  the v io le n t over­
th ro w  o f governm ent,”  o r  “ by word o f  m ou th  o r 
in  w r i t in g  o r  by  transm iss ion by  rad io , to  kno w ­
in g ly  o r w i l l fu l ly  advocate, abet, advise o r teach 
the du ty , necessity, d e s ira b ility  o r  p ro p r ie ty  o f 
o v e rth ro w in g  o r  destroy ing  the governm ent.”  A n ­
o th e r section w ou ld  m ake i t  a crim e fo r  any pe r­
son to organ ize o r  help to  organize any group 
teach ing o r advoca ting  governm enta l ove rth row .

5. The W P A  ap p ro p ria tion  b i l l  was passed b y  
the  House on M a y  22 w ith  a prov is ion  p ro h ib it in g  
em p loym ent o f  “ C om m unists and m em bers o f 
N a z i bunds”  on W P A  pro jects, and re q u ir in g  
" lo y a lty  oa th ”  a ffid av its  fro m  app lican ts  th a t  
they  are ne ither. The W P A  n a tion a l office im ­
m ed ia te ly  ind ica ted the  b read th  o f the  provis ion, 
say ing  i t  w ou ld  seek de te rm in a tion  fro m  the De­
p a rtm e n t o f Justice  “ w hethe r a  ‘C om m unis t’ m ust 
belong to  the C om m unis t p a r ty  o r w he the r the 
te rm  can be applied to  T ro tsky is ts , Lovestoneites 
and o th e r d iss ident fo llow e rs  o f the C om m unist 
ph ilosophy.”  In  a w ord, every m il ita n t  on the  
W P A  w as to  have a k n ife  a t h is  th ro a t.

In  the rab id  atm osphere created by  these and 
o th e r acts o f Roosevelt and Congress and the 
w a r h y s te ria  they created w ith  the aid  o f press, 
rad io  and m ovies, a l l m anner o f  d a rk  th in g s  
flou rished. G overnor R ivers  o f the  en lightened 
s ta te  o f G eorg ia couldn’t  w a it  fo r  Congress to  do 
i t ,  b u t on M onday, M a y  20 issued a  p ro c la m a tion  
— ord e rin g  a ll aliens to  sub m it im m e d ia te ly  to  
f in g e rp r in t in g  a t  police headquarters th rou gh ou t 
the  s ta te— and fo llow e d  th is  on M a y  25 w ith  an 
o rder to  revoke the business, occupational and 
pro fessional licenses o f a ll a liens by-June  1. The 
e ffect o f th is  m ay be ind ica ted  by the fa c t  th a t in  
G eorg ia  m ost business and pro fessional m en and 
various s k ille d  w o rke rs  are requ ired to  have l i ­
censes. V arious c itie s  in  F lo r id a  and elsewhere 
also m oved im m e d ia te ly  to  the  f in g e rp r in t in g  o f 
aliens.

A  m ob in  D e l Rio, Texas, drove th ree “ N a z i 
agents”  to  the  c ity  lim its  and warned them  n o t 
to  re tu rn ; the U n ite d  Press reported th is  on 
M ay 22, re fe rr in g  to  the  v ic tim s  as “ professed 
N az i agents” — and never troub led  to  check up 
o r to  co rre c t the s to ry . A c tu a lly  the v ic t im s  were 
m embers o f the “ Jehovah’s W itnesses”  sect; the  
“ N a z i”  l ite ra tu re  they were d is tr ib u tin g  was the  
M ay  15 issue o f th e ir  organ, Consolation, w h ich , 
iro n ic a lly  enough, contained a b it te r  a tta c k  on 
the  H it le r ite  reg im e and an account o f the vas t 
num ber o f the  sects m em bers in  concen tra tion  
camps. B u t the  m ob was sound enough in  its  re ­
a c tio n a ry  ins tinc ts , fo r  th is  sect is  opposed to  
bo th  sides in  the  w a r. I n  P h ilade lph ia  on M a y  23 
a mob o f U n iv e rs ity  o f P ennsylvan ia  students a t ­
tacked tw o  “ Y oung C om m unists.”  In  Pekin, I l ­
lino is  on M ay  25 ten  men and wom en were a t­
tacked by  a mob w h ile  d is tr ib u tin g  “ C om m unis t”  
lite ra tu re . The a tta cke rs  were, ap p ro p ria te ly  
enough, A m erican  Legionnaires.

These hoo ligan acts a re  m ere ly  the  ha rb inge rs  
o f a  wave to  come, as Legionna ires and o th e r 
“ p a tr io ts ”  organ ize “ s ix th  colum ns”  to  com bat 
the “ f i f th  colum n.”  Texas, w h ich  con tribu ted  the  
f ir s t  in c ide n t o f hooliganism , also co n tribu te d  the 
m ost brazen o f the  “ s ix th  co lum n”  proposals, 
w hen the H ouston Cham ber o f Commerce p ro ­
posed fo rm a tio n  o f a N a tio n a l In d u s tr ia l Defense 
Corps, to  be arm ed b y  the  governm ent, fo r  “ de­
te c tin g  and re p o rtin g  acts o f sabotage and sedi­
t io n  and in  suppressing arm ed in su rrec tio n ” —  
m eaning s trikes .

by Robert L  Birchman
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Fight with the Socialist Workers 
Party for:

1. A  JO B A N D  A  D E C E N T  L IV IN G  FO R  E V E R Y  
W O R K E R .

2. O P E N  T H E  ID L E  F A C T O R IE S  —  O P E R A T E  
T H E M  U N D E R  W O R K E R S ’ C O NTRO L.

3. A  T W E N T Y  - B IL L IO N  D O L L A R  F E D E R A L  
P U B L IC  W O R K S  A N D  H O U S IN G  PRO G RAM .

4. T H IR T Y  - T H IR T Y — $30 - W E E K L Y  M IN IM U M  
W A G E — 30-HO UR W E E K L Y  M A X IM U M  FO R  
A L L  W O R K E R S  O N A L L  JOBS.

5. $30 W E E K L Y  O L D -A G E  A N D  D IS A B IL IT Y  
P E N S IO N .

6. E X P R O P R IA T E  T H E  S IX T Y  F A M IL IE S .
7. A L L  W A R  F U N D S  TO T H E  U N E M P L O Y E D .
8. A  P E O P L E ’S R E F E R E N D U M  O N A N Y  A N D  

A L L  W A R S .
9. NO S E C R E T D IP L O M A C Y .

10. A N  IN D E P E N D E N T  L A B O R  P A R T Y .
11. W O R K E R S ’ D E F E N S E  G U A R D S  A G A IN S T  

V IG IL A N T E  A N D  F A S C IS T  A T T A C K S .
12. F U L L  S O C IA L, P O L IT IC A L  A N D  EC O N O M IC  

E Q U A L IT Y  F O R  T H E  N EG R O  P E O P LE .

Fifth Column Bunk
A  phrase has already been coined w ith which 

to ju s tify  every attack on legitimate m ilitant la­
bor organizations by the government and by vig­
ilante organizations. Even before this country 
w ill officially be involved in the war every m ili­
tant worker runs the risk of, being designated as 
a member o f the “ fifth  column”  and physically 
attacked.

W ith  the invasion o f Norway and the Low­
lands by H itler, the term became popular and 
more or less applied to elements who were in the 

..pay o f the-Nazis working fo r their victory.
That the Nazis have paid agents in all coun­

tries, including the United States, is to be taken 
fo r granted. But it is safe to say that there w ill 
be very few real Nazi agents who w ill be dis­
covered and punished.

The major blows w ill fall upon innocent peo­
ple o f German extraction who have nothing to do 
with Nazi activities. And above all w ill the attack 
be centered on every worker fighting against the 
bosses^for better conditions and against the war.

Everyone who w ill ask fo r higher wages, ev­
eryone who w ill demand better conditions, w ill 
be immediately reported to the Department of 
Justice as a member o f the “ fifth  column.”  The 
foreign-born worker especially w ill be hounded 
to death.

I t  is very significant that Roosevelt decided 
to transfer the Bureau o f Immigration and Na­
turalization from the Labor Department to the 
Department o f Justice, notorious for its anti­
radical and anti-labor attitude.

Let the workers not be fooled by the hysterical 
cry o f “ fifth  column.”  I t  is only another means 
to destroy those who are active in the campaign 
against the desire o f the rulers o f this country 
to involve it in the imperialist war.

Against the war mongers and their suppres­
sion o f civ il liberties!

C IO  In Building Trades
The seventeen b u ild in g  trades in te rn a tio n a l unions, 

em brac ing rou gh ly  a m illio n  members, con s titu te  one 
o f the m ost v ita l p illa rs  upon w h ich  the edifice o f the 
A F L  rests. These unions, organ ized a long c ra f t  lines 
w ith  p ro h ib itive  in it ia t io n  fees and h ig h  dues, are the 
m ost conservative influence w ith in  the  A F L . Indus­
t r ia l  un ion ism  was opposed m ost b it te r ly  by  the  
bureaucracy o f the b u ild in g  trades unions. T h is  was 
sym bolized m ost d ra m a tic a lly  by  the  f is t  f ig h t w h ich  
to o k  place a t the  San F rancisco convention between 
John L . Lew is  and Hutcheson, P resident o f the C ar­
penters U n ion. L a s t A u g u s t the  C IO  in it ia te d  a  m uch 
public ized cam paign to  w re s t co n tro l o f the  bu ild in g  
trades fro m  the A F L . A . D. Lew is, b ro th e r o f John 
L . Lew is, was placed in  charge o f th is  cam paign.

H o w  fa r  d id  the  C IO  ge t in  the  con s tru c tion  fie ld  
a f te r  nine m onths o f e ffo rt?  A  num ber o f sm all sub­
sid ized locals o f the  C onstruction  W orke rs  O rgan iz ing  
C om m ittee  have been set up th ro u g h o u t the coun try . 
B u t  despite the  fa c t  th a t  the re  is  no in it ia t io n  fee re ­
qu ired to  jo in  the  un ion  and the  dues are $1.50 per 
m on th— very  low , considering the A F L  standards—  
a ll these locals s t i l l  embrace o n ly  a  fe w  thousand 
w orke rs .

These have been recru ited  m o s tly  fro m  the  ranks 
o f the  unem ployed w ho had hopes fo r  jobs th rou gh  
the CIO. B u t the  C IO  has no jo b  con tro l. Consequently 
the  tu rn o v e r in  m em bersh ip has been g rea t, and 
am ong those rem a in ing  the re  is g ro w in g  d issatis fac­
t io n  w ith  the  fa ilu re  to  ge t any resu lts . A  group o f 
p lum bers in  Queens who fo rm ed  a local o f the  C IO  in

th e  e a rly  days o f its  cam paign have since q u it, m ost 
o f them  jo in in g  the  A F L  locals in  the fie ld.

I t  is  no t d iff ic u lt  to  understand the  reasons fo r  the 
fa ilu re  o f the C IO  in  the cons truc tion  fie ld. They are 
rou gh ly  as fo llow s :

1. W h ile  n o t 100% organized, the  bu ild in g  trades 
are nevertheless am ong the best organ ized trades in  
the coun try . They have been considered qu ite  ac­
cu ra te ly  the a r is to c ra ts  o f the  w o rk in g  class, because 
o f the  conditions th e y  have enjoyed. The in d u s tr ia l 
cris is, i t  is true , h i t  the  b u ild in g  trades w o rke rs  ve ry  
hard. F o r  several years (1930-33) cons truc tion  was 
a t an a lm ost com plete s ta n d s till. Even now when con­
s tru c tio n  is  qu ite  active , unem ploym ent is  a  b u rn in g  
problem . B u t the w o rke rs  do n o t e n te rta in  any i l lu ­
sions th a t  the C IO  has any m ag ic fo rm u la  fo r  so lv­
in g  th is  problem . The A F L  locals have been t r y in g  to  
a llev ia te  the s itu a tio n  th ro u g h  the  s ix  ho u r w o rk -d a y  
and a system  o f ro ta t io n  o f  w o rk  am ong the members.

2. The in d u s tr ia l fo rm  o f o rg an iza tio n  w h ich  the 
C IO  offers as aa g ins t the  A F L  c ra f t  system  is n o t as 
v ita l to  the b u ild in g  trades w o rke rs  as i t  is to  the 
w o rke rs  in  the  mass p roduction  industries, where the 
C IO  has had its  g rea tes t successes. Despite  va rious 
changes and s im p lifica tion s  th a t cons truc tion  has 
undergone, the  in d u s try  depends on s k il l and c ra fts ­
m anship.

The w o rke rs  a re  n o t the  on ly  ones d iv ided along 
c ra f t  lines, th is  holds fo r  the  in d u s try  as a whole. A  
mason, fo r  example, w o rks  fo r  a  mason con tra c to r, an 
e lec tric ia n  fo r  an e lec trica l con trac to r, etc. B u t un­
lik e  the bosses, the re  is  a p a in fu l la ck  o f s o lid a r ity  
am ong the w o rke rs  o f the  various c ra fts . To over­
come the c ra f t  p re jud ices and to  w o rk  fo r  increased 
co llabo ra tion  between the b u ild in g  trades unions and 
th e ir  eventua l am a lgam ation , is  the  ta sk  o f the 
progressive elem ents in  th e  unions. T h is  however can 
be achieved on ly  th ro u g h  the e x is tin g  unions. The 
m ilita n ts  understand th a t  any a tte m p t to  achieve the  
in d u s tr ia l fo rm  o f o rg an iza tio n  over the heads o f the 
e x is tin g  unions and aga ins t them  can on ly  create 
chaos and underm ine the  conditions the  b u ild in g  
trades w o rke rs  have w on th ro u g h  years o f s trugg le .

3. The U n ited  C onstruction  W orke rs  O rgan iz ing  
C om m ittee  d id  n o t g ro w  o u t o f the e x is tin g  unions 
b u t w as counterposed to  them  fro m  the  outside. 
There has been no s p lit  in  any o f the  A F L  bu ild in g  
trades unions w h ich  w ou ld  fo rm  an in it ia l basis fo r  
the  CIO.

I t  is  n o tew o rth y  th a t in  the fie lds where the  CIO  
em erged v ic to rious , i t  f i r s t  w on ove r to  its  side the 
A F L  unions and used them  as the basis fo r  great, 
d ra m a tic  and h ig h ly  successful o rgan iza tion  drives. 
T h is  was the  case in  A u to , Steel, T e x tile  and Rubber.
In  the  b u ild in g  trades, however, the  a tte m p t has been 
made to  s ta r t  f ro m  scra tch  and to  bu ild  a un ion 
pa ra lle l to  e x is tin g  p o w e rfu l unions.

T h is  false, d is ru p tive  in it ia l step was o f necessity 
coupled w ith  rea c tion a ry  methods. H a v in g  no access 
to  the bu ild in g  trades w orkers , A . D. Lew is ’ cam ­
pa ign  was the re fo re  d irected to  the bosses. H e prom ­
ised them  a “ responsible”  un ion th a t w ou ld  g ive  them  
no troub le , w ith  a  cheaper wage scale and an e igh t 
hour day. The em ployers were no doub t impressed by 
•the offer. The Feb. 3 "N ew s and O pin ion,” o rgan  o f 
the N ew  Y o rk  B u ild in g  Trades E m ployers Associa­
tion , in  com m enting  on the  C IO  p ropos ition  states: 
“ T h is  is indeed a p ropos ition  fo r  em ployers su ffe ring  
under a s ix  ho u r day and ju r is d ic tio n a l disputes.”  The 
yea rn ings o f the  em ployers fo r  the C IO  propos ition  
increased when Lew is  addressed them  a t a  m eeting  
w h ich  too k  place M arch  20, g iv in g  his o ffe r in  de ta il.

B u t the em ployers are p ra c tic a l m en and the y  know  
th a t bu ild ings  are p u t up by  m en .and n o t b y  w is h fu l 
th in k in g . They the re fo re  decided: “ In  t i l l  tru th fu lness , 
however, I t  m ust be said th a t th e "e n tire  d iscuss io n ' 
o f a C IO  agreem ent is  academ ic a t least u n t il its  
m em bership in  a ll trades increases im m easurab ly.”  
( “ News and O pin ion,”  A p r i l  3, 1940)

CIO Finds a Base in Small Homes
B u t how is the C IO  go ing to  increase in  m em bership 

“ im m easurab ly  and in  a ll trades”  ? C e rta in ly  n o t a t 
the  expense o f the  A F L . The o ffe r o f cheaper la b o r to  
the em ployers o n ly  served to  consolidate the A F L  
m em bership. The C IO  the re fo re  tu rned  to  the on ly  
opening i t  cou ld f in d  in  the  in d u s try : the  fie ld  o f sm all 
construction  in  N .Y ., the  one fa m ily  homes. These 
slipped o u t fro m  under un ion con tro l in  recent years. 
However, th is  is no sm all item . R ig h t now  the re  are 
in  the  N ew  Y o rk  area 8,400 sm all homes under con­
s truc tion , in v o lv in g  m ortgage  financ ing  o f m ore tha n  
$40,000,000. The b u lk  o f th is  cons truc tion  is being 
done in  Queens, Nassau and S u ffo lk  counties on Long  
Is land  where 5,900 homes are under erection.

These sm a ll homes as a la rg e  scale developm ent is a 
com p ara tive ly  new  fie ld, g iven im petus b y  the  F .H .A . 
scheme o f guaranteed m ortgages. The A F L  unions, 
d iv ided as th e y  are a long c ra f t  lines w ith  c ra f t  au ton­
om y, d id  n o t g e t tog e the r fo r  a  concerted o rgan iza­
t io n  drive.

Here is where the C IO  drive , w h ich  is d is rup tive  
and in ju r io u s  to  the in te res ts  o f the b u ild in g  trades 
w o rke rs  in  o th e r respects, has one progressive fea­
ture . I t  b ro ug h t home to  the w o rke rs  in  the trade  the 
fa c t  th a t the in d u s try  is n o t fu l ly  organized, th a t 
fa ilu re  to  embrace a ll the  w o rke rs  in  the  in d u s try  and 
g iv in g  them  the benefits o f o rgan iza tion , w i l l  b r in g  
ano the r un ion in to  the  fie ld. The CIO  d rive  acted as a 
lever to  l i f t  the  A F L  unions, in c lud in g  the  bureauc­
racy, o u t o f th e ir  le th a rg y  and to  undertake steps to  
organ ize sm a ll home construction .

In  o rder to  coun te rac t the  lo w e r C IO  wage scale, 
the A F L  New  Y o rk  B u ild in g  and C onstruction  Trades 
Council decided to  organ ize sm a ll cons truc tion  on the  
basis o f a  secondary wage scale w h ich  approxim ates 
th a t  o f the  CIO. T h is  was approved b y  a ll the  locals 
a ffilia te d  w ith  the  council, w ith  the exception o f the  
b rick laye rs .

I t  can be expected th a t  tw o  r iv a l cam paigns to  o r­
ganize sm all cons truc tion  w i l l  now develop in  New 
Y o rk . The A F L  unions have o f course the  g re a te r ad­
vantage. They have pow erfu l, long  established unions 
and con tro l o f m ost o f the  cons truc tion  fie ld. W orke rs  
w i l l  n a tu ra lly  be fa r  m ore eager to  jo in  the  A F L  un ­
ions. B u t th is  w i l l  n o t be achieved w ith o u t an aggres­
sive cam paign, w e lcom ing  the unorganized w o rke rs  
in to  the unions and n o t tre a t in g  them  as second class 
citizens, as is  the  tendency in  some o f the  locals.

The C IO  w i l l  m ake headway o n ly  where the  A F L  
unions are n o t on the  jo b  o rg an iz in g  the unorganized. 
The unorganized, w o rk in g  under the m ost appa lling  
conditions, anxious fo r  o rgan iza tion , w i l l  no t w a it  
m uch longer. They w o u ld  welcom e the A F L , b u t the y  
w i l l  also accept the C IO  ra th e r  th a n  have no un ion 
a t a ll.

I t  is  s ig n ifica n t th a t  in  N ew  Y o rk  C ity ’s borough o f 
Queens a g roup  o f m il ita n t  b u ild in g  trades w o rke rs  
w ho were le f t  o u t in  the  cold by  the  re fusa l o f the  
A F L  to  organize them  to o k  the  second best choice 
and fo rm ed a  loca l o f the  C IO . They are ro w  c a rry in g  
on a  m il ita n t  d rive  to  organ ize sm all construction . 
T h is  exam ple w i l l  be m u ltip lie d  unless the  A F L  acts 
q u ic k ly  and aggressively.

The w o rke rs  w ho are a t p resent in  the  C IO  w i l l  
m ost assuredly come in to  the  A F L  i f  the A F L  w i l l  
unde rtake  an o rg an iza tio n  d rive  w ith o u t any fu r th e r  
delay.

Minneapolis Teamsters Fight 
Roosevelt Armament Program

NOT ONE CENT TO THE BOSSES" WAR MACHINE

W hile  labo r “ leaders”  o f the  s tr ip e  o f W il­
liam  Green and John L . Lew is  a re  scu rry in g  to  
support Roosevelt’s a rm am en t p rogram , genu­
ine trade  un ion m ilitan ts - a re  re fus ing  to  line  
up behind the  bosses and th e ir  governm ent.

N o tab le  am ong the  trade  un ion m ilita n ts  are 
the  fam ous M inneapo lis team sters’ unions. 
T h e ir answer to  Roosevelt’s w a r d r ive  was 
given in  the  fo llo w in g  ed ito ria l, fro m  the  M ay 
23 N O R T H W E S T  O R G A N IZE R , organ o f the  
M inneapo lis Team sters’ J o in t Council. The edi­
to r ia l, en title d  “ N o t One Cent to  the  Bosses’ 
W a r M achine,”  fo llow s in  fu l l :
“ Above a ll, le t  us stop th is  hys te rica l ch a tte r 

o f c a la m ity  and invasion th a t has been ru n n in g  
r ife  these la s t fe w  days. . . .”

Colonel Charles L indbergh  was r ig h t  w hen he 
characterized P resident Roosevelt’s w ar-m onger- 
in g  o f the  past few  days as “ hys te rica l cha tte r.”  
I t  is  a ll th a t and m ore— a ll th is  ta lk  abou t pos­
sible a ir  o r naval a ttacks  on the U n ited  S tates is 
sh rew d ly  u tiliz e d  to  fr ig h te n  the people and gam  
th e ir  support fo r  ta k in g  th is  na tion  in to  the  w a r.

W e haven’t  the s lig h te s t fa ith  th a t  Colonel 
Charles L indbergh , a  b lack reac tiona ry , no r the 
Republican P a r ty  to  w h ich  he belongs w i l l  keep 
th is  na tion  o u t o f w a r any m ore than  w i l l  Roose­
ve lt. B u t we do agree w ith  the  Colonel’s es tim a te  
(and L indbergh  knows a g re a t deal about a ir  
pow er) th a t a ll ta lk  o f th is  na tion ’s being invaded 
is “ hys te rica l ch a tte r.”

In  Roosevelt’s ta lk  la s t T hursday to  Congress, 
in  w h ich  he asked Congress to  boost the b il l fo r  
the w a r m achine to  over $3,000,000,000, Roosevelt 
s ta te d : “ I  know  th a t  ou r tra in ed  officers and men 
know  m ore abou t f ig h tin g  and the weapons and 
equipm ent needed fo r  f ig h t in g  than  any o f us 
laym en.”

W here can the P resident find  a responsible m il i­
ta ry  m an to  agree w ith  h is c la im  th a t th is  na tion  
is in  danger fro m  invasion? There is n o t a  re ­
sponsible a u th o r ity  in  th is  cou n try  who seriously 
believes th a t the U n ited  States is lia b le  to  a rea l 
danger o f invasion fro m  any fo re ig n  pow er o r 
com b ina tion  o f fo re ign  powers.

H ugh Johnson has sta ted : "T he re  is no g re a t 
power th a t could invade con tinen ta l U n ited  
S tates.”

M a jo r-G enera l Douglas M a c A rth u r  has called 
an a tta c k  on A m erican  p o rts  impossible.

The la te  A d m ira l W ill ia m  Sims said th a t no 
fo re ig n  pow er o r g roup o f powers could operate 
across the ocean and stand a chance in  com bat 
w ith  forces opera ting  fro m  the home base.

Smedley B u tle r  has w r it te n  th a t  an invad ing  
a rm y  w ould  have to  b r in g  over a m illio n  men and 
supplies. The whole m erchan t m arine  o f the  w o rld  
to ta ls  o n ly  3%  m illio n  tons.

D ay a fte r  day, speech a fte r  speech, one move 
a fte r  another— in  the  Pacific, in  E urope, a t home 
— the  P resident is h u r tl in g  th is  na tion  down the 
road th a t W ilson  strode, to  w a r.

I t  is fa lse fo r  Roosevelt to  ca ll his arm am ents 
p rog ram  a Defense P rog ram . The $3 b illion s  he 
asked fo r  T hu rsday  (and he has a lready upped i t )  
w i l l  be spent fo r  aggressive im p e ria lis t w a rfa re  
on fo re ig n  so il to  advance the in te rests  o f A m e r­
ican B ig  Business. Roosevelt can no longer find  i t  
in  h im  to  ask fo r  even one b illio n  fo r  the unem ­
ployed— b u t he can find  b illion s  and b illions  
fo r  w ar.

In  h is tw o  te rm s  as P resident, Roosevelt has 
asked fo r  and received over 9 b illions  fo r  arm s 
B o th  old p o lit ic a l pa rties  a lw ays un ited  on th is  
p o in t and gave h im  a ll he asked fo r. Y e t la s t 
week the  P resident was to ld  by  the  U n ite d  States 
a rm y  th a t the a rm y  is so po o rly  equipped i t  is 
sh o rt o f un ifo rm s  and b lankets, th a t the a ir  force 
hasn’t  one m odern bomber, th a t  the a rm y  is even 
s h o rt o f am m un ition . E ven  m a k in g  allowances 
fo r  the cus tom ary  enorm ous g ra f t  o f B ig  B usi­
ness, W H E R E  H A S  T H E  $9,000,000,000 G ONE 
TO ? N o wonder the b ig  corpora tions, the steel 
and a irp lane  and o il and am m u n itio n  m an u fac tu ­
re rs  announce the y  are 100 per cen t back o f the 
P resident’s program .

The P resident te lls  us his w a r budget w i l l  p u r­
chase 45,000 planes, bu ild  up the w o rld ’s m ost fo r ­
m idab le nava l fleet, increase the  re g u la r a rm y  
fro m  230,000 to  280,000, o u tf i t  one m illio n  ground 
troops w ith  m il i ta ry  equipm ent, a n t i-a irc ra ft  
guns, tanks, etc.

T h is  p ic tu re  leaves us ice cold. One hundred 
and t h ir t y  m illio n  A m erican  people haven’t  one 
s ing le  penny invested abroad to  defend —  and 
m ig h ty  l i t t le  a t home to  defend.

W e can th in k  o f b e tte r w ays o f spending th a t 
$3,000,000,000. Three b illio n  do lla rs  w i l l  g ive jobs 
to  tw o  m illio n  unem ployed— and leave enough le ft  
over to  con s tru c t a q u a rte r o f a  m illio n  $2,500 
homes fo r  those now housed in  ra t-in fe s ted  fire - 
traps.

So fa r  as we can see, the  64, 000, 000 w o rke rs  
in  the U n ite d  States, and th e ir  fam ilies , haven’t  
a  s ingle vote in  Congress. B U T  W E  V O TE  NO  TO 
R O O S E V E LT ’S A R M S  B U D G E T . N O T  O N E  
P E N N Y  TO T H E  W A R  M A C H IN E ! A L L  W A R  
F U N D S  TO T H E  U N E M P L O Y E D !

In the World of Labor
By Paul G. Stevens:

British Imperialism's Hitlerite 
Regime in the Colonies

The increas ing a g ita tio n  to  have the U n ited  
S tates in tervene on the  side o f B r ita in  in  the  
present w a r m ust be answered by the con tinua l 
expose o f the "dem ocracy”  in  the B r it is h  colon ia l 
em pire. The fo llo w in g  item s fro m  B r it is h  labo r 
papers reveal the oppression under w h ich  indus­
t r ia l  and a g r ic u ltu ra l w o rke rs  in  South A fr ic a  
live  bo th  in  w a rtim e  and peacetime.

The paper o f the La bo r League o f Y ou th , a 
m il ita n t  o rgan iza tion  o f young  re vo lu tio n a ry  so­
c ia lis ts  in  Eng land, p r in ts  th is  s to ry  in  its  M ay 
issue:

“ On A p r i l  3rd B r it is h  troops fire d  on a crow d 
o f N egro w o rke rs  on s tr ik e  in  the copper m ines o f 
N o rth e rn  Rhodesia.

“ These m iners had demanded a 25% rise  in  
wages to  o ff-se t the increased cost o f l iv in g  fo l­
lo w in g  the  ou tb reak o f w a r. The a tte m p t o f the  
m ineowners to  w o rk  the m ines w ith  b lack leg 
(scab) la bo r had fa iled  before the courage and 
s o lid a r ity  o f the  w orkers. W hen police charges 
and tear-gas proved unava iling , the  m ineowners 
appealed to  th e ir  agent, the  G overnor, fo r  m il i­
ta ry  assistance. Troops were rushed fro m  B u la ­
wayo, S outhern Rhodesia! 17 w o rke rs  lo s t th e ir  
lives, 29 others were wounded.

. . In  1938, the copper companies produced 
p ro fit  fo r  the  B r it is h  cap ita lis ts  am oun ting  to  
£3,100,000. B u t the  to ta l wages b i l l  fo r  15,000 
b lack  m iners was on ly  £500,000.

“ Such fabulous p ro fits  are possible on ly  be­
cause o f the  im p e ria lis t reg im e w h ich  has en­
slaved the A fr ic a n  Negroes, denying them  every 
hum an r ig h t  except th a t o f w o rk in g  fo r  the  B r i­
tis h  c a p ita lis t class. In  the  d in  and s la ug h te r o f 
the w o rld  w a r, i t  is m ore tha n  ever necessary fo r  
the w o rk in g  y o u th  in  th is  c o u n try  to understand 
th a t the re  is np difference between the m ethods 
o f H it le r  and the m ethods o f ou r m asters in  th e ir  
suppression o f the co lon ia l peoples. They are no t 
f ig h tin g  H itle r is m : they are fig h tin g  fo r  p ro fits .”

Serfdom Decreed by British 
| As Way of Life of Natives

George Padmore, N egro  m il ita n t  fro m  the W est 
I Indies, now in  London, describes the  conditions 
o f the  a g r ic u ltu ra l w o rk e r in  South A fr ic a  in  the  
A p r i l issue o f the  Call, ano the r B r it is h  la b o r pa- 

I per.
. . B efore 1913 A fr ic a n s  who could find  no 

I home in  the Reserves [lan d  set aside fo r  c u ltiv a ­
tio n  by  natives, and usua lly  unsu itab le  fo r  a g r i­
c u ltu ra l and pas to ra l purposes— P.G.S.) were a l- 

| lowed to  re n t o r w o rk  land as sharecroppers.
. . B u t  as in d u s try  developed the  b ig  a g ra ri-  

| ans on the  one hand and the  m in in g  companies on 
the o ther, discovered th a t the system  o f share- 
cropp ing  k e p t thousands o f na tives o f f  the  labo r 
m a rke t. . . .  In  F eb rua ry , 1932, the  landowners 
adopted a R esolution ca llin g  upon the G overn­
m en t to  m ake a la w  to  the e ffect th a t ‘a  na tive  
sha ll have no r ig h t  to  reside on the land  o f a 
w h ite  person o therw ise tha n  as a labo re r.’ U nder 
pressure fro m  these b ig  ag ra ria ns  the  G overn- 

I m en t began to  leg is la te  aga ins t the  squatters.
“ A l l  e x is tin g  con trac ts  between na tives and

poor w h ite  fa rm e rs  were im m e d ia te ly  revoked. 
On the day o f the  enforcem ent o f the N a tiv e  
Service C o n trac t A c t  thousands o f A fr ic a n s  who 
had established themselves on p r iva te  lands 
found themselves ru ined and homeless. O ve rn igh t 
these independent c u ltiv a to rs  became serfs.

“ . . . U nde r the te rm s o f the new la w  every na­
tiv e  liv in g  upon land owned by  a  European musi 
w o rk  fo r  his m aste r fo r  180 days in  the  year. Th< 
fa rm e r has the r ig h t  to  decide upon w h ich  day: 
the na tive  sha ll w o rk . In  order, the re fo re , to  keej 
the b lack  tie d  pe rm anently  to  the fa rm , owner: 
usua lly  spread the 180 days over the  whole year 
In  lieu  o f wages the na tive  is usua lly  g iven a plo 
o f land on w h ich  to  erect a  h u t and g ro w  m ille  
and k a ff ir  corn. A n y  breach o f the Service Con 
t ra c t  A c t  m akes the  na tive  liab le  to  c rim ina  
prosecution and im prisonm ent. Those under l i  
can be punished by  flogg ing.

“ • • • B u t the w o rs t fea tu re  o f th is  a c t is  tha 
no na tive  can leave h is jo b  w ith o u t the perm issioi 
o f h is em ployer. I f  he runs aw ay he can be ar 
rested by the police, sentenced to  a te rm  o f im  
prisonm ent as a va g ra n t and then re tu rned  to  h i 
m aster.”

Puerto Rican Section 
Upholds Soviet Union Defense

A n  o ffic ia l reso lu tion  o f the  Independent 
C om m unist P a r ty  o f P uerto  R ico (Section of 
the f o u r t h  In te rn a tio n a l)  s ta tes:

“ The Independent C om m unis t P a r ty  o i 
P ue rto  R ico disavows and condemns the xhin- 
o r i ty  o f the S oc ia lis t W orke rs  P a r ty  fo r  
abandoning the o ffic ia l p rog ram  o f the F ourth  
In te rn a tio n a l on the question o f the  defense 
o f the USSR by p u ttin g  the Soviet U n ion  i r  
the same im p e ria lis t camps as the cap ita lis t 
countries w h ich  are f ig h t in g  fo r  the  red iv is io r 
o f the w o rld . . . .”

French Dictatorship Imitates Hitler 
In Creating Concentration Camps

The fo llo w in g  excerp t is  taken  fro m  a le tte r  
sent to B r it is h  friends  by  F rench  comrades, and 
published in  W orke rs ’ F ig h t, M ay  issue:

“ The m il i ta r y  and police d ic ta to rs h ip  estab 
lished in  F rance, even p r io r  to  the  w a r, now 
wages a re lentless persecution aga ins t soldiers, 
w o rke rs  and peasants a like . . . . The m il i ta r y  ad 
m in is tra t io n  usurps the fun c tions  o f a l l loca l and 
c iv i l ad m in is tra tions . P a rlia m e n t meets o n ly  to  
acquiesce to  the  G overnm ent decrees. . . . The 
v ic ious a tta c k  on the S ta lin is t deputies is  now ' 
extended to  a ll m ilita n ts  and trade  un ion is ts . A t  
least 10,000 are a lready in  concen tra tion  camps. 
. . .  A  recent decree imposes the  death sentence 
fo r  ‘p repa ring , fu rn is h in g  o r s to r in g  C om m unist 
lite ra tu re .’ F o r possessing a pam ph le t by M a rx , 
Engels, Len in  o r  T ro ts k y , the w o rk e r is liab le  to 
the extrem e pe na lly . Special Commissions have 
ejected fro m  the  fac to rie s  about 30,000 w o rke rs  
who were prev ious ly  exem pted on account o f th e ir  
special qua lifica tions. T h e ir  c rim e is th a t they 
have shown oppositiona l tendencies. . . .”

Dictatorship Governs 
In Great Britain

(A N  E D IT O R IA L )

Backed up against the wall, fearful o f losing 
all the booty that it accumulated in the course o f 
many generations, the British Parliament adopt­
ed a measure which grants it complete right to 
do as it pleases with labor and capital.

Soft-brained commentators proclaim the step 
as one which practically brings socialism to Eng­
land.

The workers should clearly understand that 
the law passed by the British Parliament cannot 
in any way be designated as a step towards so­
cialism. Just as H itle r’s measures in controlling 
capitalist industry cannot by any stretch of 
imagination be considered socialist measures.

The foundations o f socialism are laid when 
the workers take over government power and 
take the industries away from the capitalists. 
Nothing like that has happened in England. The 
capitalists are still there; they still own the fac­
tories and they still run the state.

What has happened in England is that the 
capitalist class is try ing to run its industries more 
efficiently for war purposes.

Once more it is necessary to point out and to 
repeat over and over again that capitalism in de­
cay is capable o f organizing production only fo r 
the purposes o f destruction.

*  *  *

In  spite o f all the ballyhoo about the rights of 
the capitalists being curtailed, the fact remains 
that it is the workers who w ill bear the brunt o f 
the measures taken to save British imperialism.

Every right that the British worker gained in 
many years o f struggle against the capitalists is 
now lost. He can be told where to work and he 
must obey. H is wages can be reduced. H is hours 
o f work can be increased. H is position is no bet­
ter than that o f the German worker.

As against the rights taken from the workers, 
the “ sacrifices”  o f the capitalists are nothing at 
all.

A  tax o f 100% is levied on excess profits. I t  
must be understood that it  is not a tax o f 100% 
on profits but on excess profits.

A t best that means that a capitalist w ill be 
lim ited to the profits he made in peace time. And 
assuredly that lim itation w ill not reduce his 
standard o f living by one b it ; nor w ill it compel 
him to work longer hours and subject him to the 
speed-up. N or must one forget that besides the 
profit, the capitalists usually draws a nice salary.

Whatever “ sacrifices”  the,wealthy_are compell­
ed to undergo, are nothing in comparison to the 
enormous sacrifices o f the working masses.

*  *  *

Naturally the masses are told that they must 
surrender their rights “ only temporarily,”  for 
the duration o f the war. The British workers 
must now fight fo r democracy for the future.

The British and also the French workers must 
now fight for something they haven’t got. They 
must accept a complete dictatorship o f the ruling 
class; they must accept a lower standard o f liv ­
ing ; they must suffer and die on the field of bat­
tle— and have faith that the capitalists w ill gra­
ciously return w ith thanks the rights that the 
workers are now deprived of.

But should the British and French imperialists 
w in the war, the workers w ill discover that what­
ever rights they surrendered w ill not be given 
back so easily. A ll indications point to the con­
clusion that the period o f capitalist democracy 
is at an end.

*  *  *

The tragic feature o f the war is not the fact 
that the British and French and German workers 
are compelled to sacrifice. W hat constitutes the 
horrible tragedy is the fact that they are sacrific­
ing fo r interests not their own.

To surrender certain rights, to accept a re­
duced standard o f living, to fight and offer up 
their lives i f  necessary, are not things which the 
workers must recoil from i f  the emergency de­
mands them. They must be ready to sacrifice ev­
erything— for their own interests— nothing for 
the interests o f the capitalists.

W ithout the cooperation o f the working mass­
es the imperialists would be unable to carry on 
their wars. That is as certain as night follows 
day. That is why M a jo r Attlee, one o f the lead­
ers o f the Labor Party, was chosen by the B ri­
tish ruling class to introduce the law which places 
the British workers in practically the same posi­
tion as the German workers.

For the British workers there is only one path 
to choose in order to  defeat H itler, and that is 
not the path o f surrendering all their rights to 
the British imperialists.

To take power into their own hands, to free all 
the British colonies, to call upon the French and 
the German workers to  overthrow their masters, 
to call upon the freed colonial peoples to help 
them in this struggle against H itle r— this is the 
only road to victory over H itler.

This road w ill demand sacrifices—but they 
w ill be worthwhile sacrifices, fo r they w ill be in 
the interests o f the working class and not o f the 
British imperialists.


