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Unions Resist 
Boss Drive 
Toward War

Workers in St. Paul 
and Ohio Vote Anti- 
War Resolutions

ST. P A U L , M inn .— The W are­
house Em ployees U nion, Local 
503, adopted an a n ti-w a r resolu­
tion , w a rn in g  the w o rke rs  aga inst 
the M -D a y  d ic ta to rs h ip  plans of 
the governm ent, a t the la s t m em ­
bership m eeting o f the union.

F o llo w in g  is the  te x t o f the 
ie so lu tion :

“ Whereas, The w a r now ra g ­
in g  in  E urope is a com m ercia l 
and econom ic one, and

“ Whereas, W a r b rings w ith  i t  
the  estab lishm ent o f a  d ic ta ­
to rsh ip  as is ou tlined  in  the  
M -D ay plans o f government- 
leaders, and

“ W hereas, These plans are 
devised to  t ie  the  hands o f the  
La bo r m ovem ent and w ou ld  re ­
s u lt in  an a tte m p t to  smash a ll 
w o rke rs ’ organ iza tions, and 

“ W hereas, W a r can be. stop­
ped on ly by the ove rw helm ing 
percentage o f the  popu la tion  
w h ich  is the  la b o rin g  classes. 

There fore, Be i t  Resolved, 
T h a t we, the  W arehouse E m ­
ployees’ U n ion, Loca l No. 503, 
rea ffirm  our stand in  opposition 
to  w a r and ca ll upon w o rkers  
everywhere to  f ig h t against i t . ”

OHIO STATE AFL 
MEAT CUTTERS IN 
ANTI-W AR STAND

CO LU M B U S , Ohio— A  s trong  
ie so lu tion  aga inst A m erican  in ­
vo lvem ent in  the w a r, and ca llin g  
fo r  su b m ittin g  the question o f 
w a r to  a re ferendum  o f the peo­
ple, was adopted by the T h ird  
A nnua l Convention o f the Ohio 
S tate B ranch  o f the A m a lga m ­
ated M ea t C u tte rs  & B u tcher 
W orkm en, (A F L )  representing 
7,000 members in  th is  state, m eet­
in g  here M ay  12.

A n o th e r reso lu tion , on c iv il 
r ig h ts , condemned Roosevelt fo r  
his s ta tem ent th a t  employes of 
the governm ent have no r ig h t  to  
¡strike, and denounced T hurm an 
A rn o ld ’s “ a n t i- tru s t”  assau lt on 
the trade  unions.

The a n ti-w a r reso lu tion fo llow s 
in  fu l l :

W H E R E A S , there  is now in  
progress a w a r in  Europe w hich 
threatens to  en gu lf the  whole 
w orld , and
W H E R E A S  the  present w a r 
being fo u g h t is an im p e ria lis t 

one, and
W’H E R E A S  as w o rkers  we can 
have no common in te rests  w ith  
the ain^s o f those countries in ­
volved in  the  s laugh te r o f the 
w o rke rs  f ig h tin g  th e ir  w a rs  fo r  
the  p ro fits  o f the  few , 
T H E R E F O R E  B E  IT  R E ­
S O LV E D  th a t the  Ohio S tate 
B ranch go on record as being 
un a lte rab ly  opposed to  the  U n ­
ited  S tates be ing invo lved in  
any such w a r, and th a t we sha ll 
oppose any a tte m p ts  to s tam ­
pede o r invo lve  us in th is  ca­
tastrophe, and
F U R T H E R  B E  IT  R E S O LV E D  
th a t we suppo rt the Lud low  
A m endm ent fo r  a re ferendum  
vote on w ar.

ST. PAUL LABOR 
WARNS AGAINST 
GOVERNMENT ACTS

ST. P A U L , M inn .— The St. Pau l 
Trades & Labo r Assem bly, A F L  
ce n tra l body, a t its  m eeting  la s t 
F r id a y  n ig h t called upon the  la ­
bor m ovem ent to  organ ize in  op­
position  to  the  “ w a r hys te ria  
sweeping the  na tion ,”  w h ich  “ has 

(C ontinued on Page S)

WAR PRESSURE HITS SHIPYARD STRIKERS; 
NEXT STEP IS CRACKDOWN IN AUTO PLANTS

A n ti-A lie n  D rive  Is 
Strike-Breaking Move

W hy the W ar Deal wants the aliens to be put under the 
control of the FB I, why Congress is adopting anti-alien 
legislation, is revealed by the government’s own statistics.

The latest figures available (Statistical Abstract o f the 
1930 Census) show that the foreign-born are predominant­
ly IN D U S T R IA L  W O RKERS. Although they constitute 
but 10% of the general population, they make up 23% of 
ail industrial workers! Nearly one out of every four indus­
tria l workers is foreign-born.

And since about 25% of the foreign-born are not c iti­
zens, the government’s anti-alien bills would place a con­
siderable section of the working class at the complete mercy 
of the G-men and other anti-labor agencies.

A  few figures w ill show what a blow against organized 
labor is hidden under the smokescreen of “ alien’’ legisla­
tion :

% of
T o ta l No. F ore ign

In d u s try  o f W orke rs  F o re ign  B orn  Born
Coal M in in g  .....................  621,661 175,898 28.3
Copper M in in g  ...............  30,939 9,550 30.9
Iro n  M in in g  .................... 24,248 11,932 49.2
M ach in is ts  .......................... 761,095 195,173 26.
M olders, Founders ..........  105,158 38,565 37.
A u tom ob ile  .......................  161,957 43,099 26.
B las t Furnaces .................  106,664 33,471 31.

These are well-organized industries. We all know from 
experience that these “ aliens” are usually good union men, 
in many cases the backbone of the ’union. I f  the anti-alien 
legislation becomes law, that means the government w ill 
jo in  the bosses in terrorizing these “ aliens,”  try ing to turn 
them into scabs and stool-pigeons.

The anti-alien legislation is a gigantic conspiracy to 
divide the workers against each other, to weaken the sol­
idarity of organized labor, to turn the unions into house- 
broken lap-dogs. And then the bosses w ill do as they please, 
wiping out every hard-won gain of the workers.

G overnm ent A ttacks D rive rs
M IN N E A P O L IS , June 4— The 

B ake ry  D rive rs  U nion, Loca l 289, 
and its  seven officers, were n o ti­
fied las t week th a t the Federal 
T rade Commission charges them  
w ith  hav ing  “ conspired”  to  “ p re­
ven t peddlers and so-called in ­
dependent rou te  men o r independ­
en t bread men fro m  ob ta in ing  
bread pastries, cakes and o ther 
bakery  products, to  sell e ithe r a t 
wholesale o r re ta il in  said trade 
area.”

A lm o s t id en tica l charges were 
recen tly  made by the governm ent 
com m ission a g a i n s t  the Des 
Moines and S ioux C ity  B ake ry  
D rivers.

This la te s t governm ent move 
aga inst the m id -W est bakery  
d rive rs  supplem ents the action  
ta ke n  by the F B I, w h ich  fram ed 
seven d rive rs ’ un ion offic ia ls  in 
S ioux C ity , O m aha and Des 
Moines, fo r  the alleged destruc­
t io n  o f a ba ke ry  tru c k  d u rin g  the 
S ioux C ity  ba ke ry  s tr ik e  in  1938.

Admiral Wiley 
Admits Gov't 
Fink Scheme

A d m ira l W iley , head o f the 
tra in in g  ship p rog ram  o f the 
U. S. M a ritim e  Commission, 
speaking a t the ceremonies o r­
ganized by the shipowner's on 
N a tiona l M a ritim e  Day, a d m it­
ted the a n ti- la b o r fu n c tio n  of 
the tra in in g  p rog ram  ,when he 
said:

“ . . . i t  was do ub tfu l th a t 
men g iven pay and subsistence, 
w h ile  the y  are in tra in in g , w ill 
w a n t to fo llo w  the  guidance o f 
un ion leaders.”  (J O U R N A L  of 
CO M M ERCE, M ay 23)

T h a t’s ju s t w h a t the Sailors 
U n ion o f the P acific  charged 
the governm ent was t r y in g  to 
do, and th a t ’s w h y  the union 
opposed the t ra in in g  program . 
O stensib ly s ta rted  to  g ive sea­
men add itiona l tra in in g , W i­
ley ’s depa rtm ent recru ited  o u t­
siders, p repa ring  them  fo r  fu ­
tu re  s tr ik e b re a k in g  moves.

SAILORS FIGHT 
DRIVE AGAINST 
ALIENS ON SHIPS

W A S H IN G T O N , D.C., June 4—  
H a rry  Lundeberg, secre ta ry o f 
the S a ilo rs  U n ion of the  P ac ific  
and ac tin g  pres ident o f the  Sea­
fa re rs  In te rn a tio n a l U n ion, is 
scheduled to  reg is te r the em ­
ph a tic  opposition o f the seafarers 
to  the  la tes t an ti-a lien  b ill,  a t a 
hearing th is  week before the 
House Com m ittee on M erchan t 
M arine  and Fisheries.

In troduced  by  the com m ittee ’s 
cha irm an, Congressman B land, 
th is  b i ll w ould fo rb id  the em ploy­
m ent o f any non-c itizen on A m e r­
ican ships.

The havoc th is  b i ll would w reak  
on the seamen’s unions, i f  enact­
ed in to  law , is ind ica ted by the 
fa c t th a t about 30% o f the m em ­
bership o f the Sailo rs U n ion  o f 
the P acific  are non-citizen, and 
about the same percentage holds 
fo r  the M arine  F irem en. To d rive  
these men o ff the ships is a move 
d e lib e ra te ly  designed to  break the 
backbone o f the seamen’s unions.

<S> _____________

U A W  Leaders 
Make Futile 
Plea to FDR

But Knudsen, Speaks 
for Roosevelt in 
Industry Now

D E T R O IT , M ich .— The General 
M o to rs  Council o f the  U A W  re ­
jected th is  Sunday the proposed 
agreem ent o f GM and fu r th e r  re ­
commended its  re jec tion  to  the 
135,000 GM w orkers  in the  union. 
The Council recommended instead 
th a t  the  local unions g ive  i t  au­
th o r i ty  “ toge the r w ith  the officers 
and E xecu tive  Board o f the  In te r ­
na tiona l U nion, to  take  w hatever 
action  the y  m ay deem necessary 
to  b rin g  about an im m edia te  and 
s a tis fa c to ry  agreem ent.”

T h is  veiled s tr ik e  th re a t was, 
however, accompanied by a te le ­
g ram  to  P resident Roosevelt re­
questing  h is in tercession in  the 
negotia tions. The Council w en t 
o u t o f its  w ay  in  th is  te legram  
to  Im press th e  P resident w ith  its  
lo y a lty  and p a tr io t ic  fee lings con­
cern ing Roosevelt’s defense p ro ­
gram .

The new proposed agreem ent 
i»  p ra c tic a lly  id en tica l w ith  the
old H om er M a r t in  GM c o n tra c t—  
no recogn ition  o f the shop s tew ­
a rd  system , s ix  m onths w a it  be­
fo re  se n io r ity  becomes operative, 
“ D " l is t  o f “ exceptiona l”  em ploy­
ees destroy ing  the no rm a l senior­
i t y  procedure, d is c ip lin a ry  mea­
sures pe rm itte d  aga inst w orkers, 
etc., etc.— except th a t the new 
co n tra c t provides an im proved 
grievance procedure. T h is  im ­
proved grievance procedure is 
com ple te ly o ffse t by the  estab lish­
m en t o f an im p a rtia l a rb itra to r  
fo r  the in du s try , whose decisions 
sha ll be fina l and b ind ing  on both 
parties. T h is  im p a rt ia l a rb itra to r  
scheme is n o th in g  b u t a s tream ­
lined, sugar-coated fo rm  o f com ­
pu lsory a rb itra tio n .

Refuses W age Raise
The un ion ’s request fo r  a wage 

increase was turned down in  sp ite  
o f $183,000,000 p ro fits  in  1939. I t  
offered instead the h ig h ly  gener­
ous proposal o f a vaca tion  w ith  
pay am oun ting  to  2% percent o f 
the annual earn ings o f the w o rk ­
ers. The vaca tion  w ith  pay thus 
adds up to  about $30 per em­
ployee, o r equal to  a wage in ­
crease o f about 60c per week!

T h is  con trac t, a lm ost iden tica l 
w ith  the “ se ll-ou t”  agreem ent o f 
H om er M a rt in  in  1938, so in s u lt­
in g  the whole m em bership o f the 
U A W , is the f ir s t  f r u i t  o f the 
phony statesm anship and the 
cow ard ly  s tra te g y  o f Sidney H i l l ­
m an and P h il M u rra y . I t  is the 
log ica l outcom e o f the  po licy  o f 
cooperation and “ na tiona l u n ity ”  
w ith  a ll o f the open shop m anu­
fa c tu re rs  and a n ti-un ion  em ploy­
ers and serv ile  boss po litic ian s  in  
the name o f “ na tiona l defense.”

H illm a n  Jo ins Knudsen
B u t a sho rt m on th  ago, Sidney 

H illm a n  w a lked  in to  the GM o ffi­
ces and to ld  Knudsen, P resident 
o f GM, th a t  the co rpo ra tion  was 
ne go tia tin g  n o t on ly  w ith  the 
U A W , bu t w ith  the  whole CIO, 
and th a t he, H illm a n , wanted 
Knudsen to  g ive the  au to  w o rke rs  
a square deal. Today H illm a n  is 
s it t in g  side by side on the  same 
board o f N a tio n a l Defense w ith  
the agen t o f the D uPonts and the 
W a ll S tree t bankers, Knudsen. No 
w onder GM  feels free to  in s u lt 
the au to  w o rke rs !

The un ion ’s In te rn a tio n a l E xec­
u tiv e  Board  is m eeting  th is  M on­
day in  W ash ing ton, D.C., w ith  
John L . Lew is  and o th e r h igh  
CIO  o ffic ia ls  to  m ap o u t s tra te g y  
fo r  the ne x t steps in  the  GM s it ­
uation.

Leadership B a n k ru p t
The whole po licy  pursued by

(Continued on Page 8)

"Aliens" Bill Aimed at this Picket Line

One o u t o f every three men on th is  p icke t line  o f the  Sailors U n ion o f the  P acific  would be 
ordered o ff the  docks and the ships, i f  a new a n ti-a lien  b i l l  proposed th is  week in  the  House 
C om m ittee  on the  M erchan t M arine  were adopted. T h ir ty  percent o f seafarers a re  n o n -c iti­
zens, b u t ve ry  good union men. The ship the y ’re  p ic k e tin g  is a U.S. M a rit im e  Commission boat 
— w h ich  m ay have som eth ing to  do w ith  the  b i l l !

W ar Scare Used to E nd  
Strike a t K e a rny  Yards

More than 5,000 workers of the Federal Shipbuilding 
Company met on Thursday, May 30, and by overwhelming 
m ajority voted to strike.

They had grievances aplenty, the bosses were stalling, the 
old contract had expired the day before and a new one was 
nowhere in sight, and these good union men were tired of 
being kicked around.

When they voted to strike, thay were well aware o f the 
“ defense program”  ballyhoo. I f  they hadn’t been, their own 
leaders had made them listen to it all over again, arguing 
vainly for a further delay to continue the negotiations.

But the men were tired o f the endless stalling of the 
company. The union was asking for 10 cents an hour in­
crease in pay— the men were getting from 62y2 cents to $1 
an hour, about the lowest scales in any shipyard in the 
country— and a week’s vacation with pay after a year’s em­
ployment.

The company was “ offering”  nothing except an increase 
of 2y2 to 4 cents an hour.

And it  was offering this increase only to the skilled men, 
deliberately trying to divide the skilled and unskilled 
against each other. This was also an attempt to divide the 
white workers from  the black zvorkers, for the several hun­
dred unskilled are mostly colored workers.

When Roosevelt, last week, appointed his Defense Coun­
cil, that was an additional reason for the company to stay 
pat. For ihe company is a subsidiary o f U.S. Steel, and 
Stettinius, “ resigned”  head o f the steel corporation, was 
now in charge of the government’s “ defense”  program, to­
gether with pals of his like Knudsen o f General Motors and 
Budd, the railroad magnate.

I f  the company negotiators had begun to lose their 
nerve, and might have begun thinking o f giving in to the 
union, the action of Congress would have made them feel 
better. For last week the House drove a hole as big as a 
battleship right through the Walsh-IIealey Act and the 
Wages and Hours Act, giving the Secretary o f the Navy 
and the president authority to push these labor safeguards 
aside.

There was only one way to get the company to yield. 
That was S TR IK E .

Yet by Sunday afternoon, less than three days later, those 
same men had been beaten down to the point where they 
voted to go back to work with nothing gained except that 
same company offer— that petty increase deliberately de­
signed to divide skilled and unskilled, white and black— 
which they had refused three days before.

Who beat those men dozvn?
As soon as the strike began, a hue and cry was raised in 

Congress against the strikers. “ Treason,”  the strike was 
called— and N O N E  of the “ New Dealers”  got up to de­
fend the strikers. The heat was on.

The F B I poured G-men into Kearney by the scores. 
Secretary o f the Navy Edison warned the strikers that “ we 
cannot afford to have trouble o f this kind.”

None of this, however, had any effect at all on the 
strikers— U N T IL  their own CIO leaders joined in the pres­
sure against the strike.

The union’s officials got in touch with John L. Lewis. He 
helped— by sending Allan Haywood, national organization 
director o f the CIO.

W ith  the prestige and power of the national leadership of 
the CIO  in his fist, Haywood managed to do what the 
union’s own leadership hadn’t been able to. W ith  threats, 
scaring talk and cajolery all sk illfu lly  mixed together, he 
pounded them into voting to go back empty-handed.

Even so, a thousand men voted against going back. 
There’s the B AC KB O N E  OF T H E  U N IO N !

Even so, Haywood and the other speakers had to as 
much as swear that i f  forthcoming negotiations don’t get 
the men their demands, a strike zuill follozv. And the men 
are D E T E R M IN E D  to get their demands.

Defense program or no defense program, the zvorkers 
have a right to a decent living. I f  the bosses won’t grant it, 
T H E  W O R KER S M U S T  SECURE IT  BY S T R IK E  
A C T IO N . That interferes with the defense program? 
Then let the government force the bosses to grant the un­
ion’s demands, after which the workers w ill end the strike.

Never mind what the government and the bosses are 
saying! F ight— in peacetime or wartime, regardless o f its 
effect on the “ defense”  o f the country as the bosses see it 
— the unions M U S T fight for the workers’ rights.

That’s the lesson o f the shipyard strike, the first major 
strike since Roosevelt’s armament drive began in earnest.

Walsh-Healey 
Act Spiked 
By Congress

W A S H IN G T O N , June 4 
—The Roosevelt administra­
tion came out openly fo r the 
suspension of the Walsh- 
Healey Act on Monday, when 
an authorized spokesman of 
the government appeared be­
fore the Senate Naval A ffa irs 
Committee to make that re­
quest.

He was Captain G. W . 
Fisher o f the Navy’s legal 
staff, and he told the Senate 
committee that the Navy’s 
construction program could be 
assisted greatly by suspension 
o f the Walsh-Healey Act.

That was plain enough, and 
later in the day the Senate, by 
a voice vote w ith no dissent,
passed in three minutes the bill 
a lready passed by the House, au­
th o riz in g  a fu r th e r  o u tla y  o f 
$654,000,000 fo r  the navy. The 
b ill includes p rov is ions enab ling  
the N avy , w ith  the  a u th o riza tio n  
o f the president, to  arrange b u ild ­
in g  o f ships w ith o u t observance 
o f the W alsh-H ea ley A c t requ ire­
m ent o f the  p re v a ilin g  wage.

C IO  P ro tea t Ignored
In  recom m ending the b ill fo r  

passage, the Senate’s N a v a l a f­
fa irs  C om m ittee  did  n o t even 
troub le  to  ju s t i fy  the prov is ions 
s id e tra ck in g  the W alsh-H ea ley 
A c t, w h ich  have been pro tested 
by the CIO. In  a le tte r  to  the 
com m ittee , John L. Lew is had 
p a r tic u la r ly  objected to  p ro v i­
sions w h ich  exem pted con trac ts  
nego tia ted b y  the S ecre ta ry  o f 
the N a vy  fro m  the W alsh-H ea ley 
A c t  and w h ich  om itted  la rge  ca t­
egories o f w o rke rs  engaged in  
naval construc tion  fro m  the p ro ­
tec tio n  o f the W age-H our A c t.

W h a t w o rried  the com m ittee , 
and a ll the res t o f o ffic ia l W ash­
in g ton , over the week-end, was 
the s tr ik e  o f 7,000 w o rkers  a t the 
Federal S h ipb u ild in g  Co. ya rds in  
Kearney, N ew  Jersey, m embers 
o f a C IO  union.

W hen John L. Lew is and h is  
lieu tenan ts  drove the  s tr ik e rs  
back to  w o rk  on Sunday, th a t 
ac tion  o f the C IO  leaders was 
take n  as the rea l index to  th e ir  
present tem per. In  o ther w ords—  
i f  th e y  w ou ldn ’t  f ig h t fo r  w h a t 
they wanted, the com m ittee  need 
no t take the C IO  le tte r  o f p ro tes t 
seriously. A nd  th a t ’s the w a y  i t  
w o rked  out.

A n t i-A lie n  L a w  Passed!
The o th e r ou ts tand ing  Congres­

sional b low  aga inst organized la ­
bor d u rin g  the  week was concur­
rence by the Senate la s t F r id a y  
w ith  the reso lu tion  a lready pas­
sed by  the House, to  p u t in le  
e ffect in  a few  days the  transfe j 
o f the Bureau o f Im m ig ra tion  
fro m  the Labo r D e pa rtm en t t( 
the  D e pa rtm ne t o f Justice.

F a rm e r-L a b o r Senators Lun- 
deen and Shipstead o f M innesota, 
and Senators N o rris , W heeler and 
M u rra y , were the on ly  ones who 
stood ou t aga ins t th is  proposal 
o f Roosevelt to  p u t the fo u r  m il­
lion  non-c itizens in  th is  c o u n try  
in to  the keeping o f J. E d g a r 
H oover and his G-men.

Suprem e C oqrt Jo ins In
N o t to  be outdone by the o th e r 

branches o f the  governm ent in  
the w a r drive , the Supreme C o u rt 
con tribu te d  a decision, by  an 8 - 1  
vote, w h ich  the  sole dissenter, 
Justice  Stone, characterized as 
“ the surrender o f the c o n s titu ­
tio n a l p ro te c tion  o f the  lib e r ty  
o f sm all m in o ritie s .”

The cou rt held th a t  school 
boards can compel a sa lu te  by 
ch ild ren  to  the A m erican  flag, 

(C ontinued on Page 3)
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W rite to us—tell us what’s going on in your part of the 
labor movement—what are the workers thinking aboutf—tell 
us what the bosses are up to— and the G-men and the local cops 
and the Stalinists—send us that story the capitalist press didn't 
print and that story they buried or distorted—our pages are open 
to you. Letters must carry name and address, but indicate i f  you 
do not want your name printed.

Workers A re  N o t F a llin g  R ead ily  F o r  
Propaganda B litz k rie g, Clarke Reports

Auto Worker 
Comments on 
G.M. Articles

E d ito r:
As a w o rk e r in  one o f the Gen­

era l M oto rs  p lan ts  no t even 
touched by the N L R B  po ll, I  read 
y o u r a rtic le , GM  B older U nder 
W a r D rive  Im petus, (Appeal, 
M ay  25), and find  th a t you over­
emphasize ce rta in  aspects.

P r im a r ily  you overlook the  fa c t 
th a t the A y  to W orke rs  U n ion 
s t i l l  has to  consolidate its  gains 
in  the 59 d iv is ions in  w h ich  i t  has 
b a rga in ing  rig h ts . Then i t  s t i l l  
has to  w in  the rem a in ing  30 d i­
v isions. T h is  is a task  w h ich  re ­
qu ires a constant f ig h t, in  the 
d iv is ions a lready w'on, fo r  b e tte r 
w o rk in g  conditions, h igh e r pay 
ra tes in  m any cases, etc.

Perhaps you do n o t know  th a t 
there  are m any dup lica tions o f 
p lan ts  in  the GM organ iza tion . 
These dup lica tions are no t fo r  ge­
ographic purposes p r im a r ily ,  bu t 
m a in ly  fo r  purposes o f s tra tegy . 
One p la n t is p layed aga ins t an­
o ther to  create an im pression th a t 
the p la n t whose w o rkers  are m ost 
docile w i l l  receive the  nod on o r­
ders when th ings  s lack off. H ow  
fa r  th is  a c tu a lly  is done has to 
be checked.

Has the group system  w ith  its  
base pay and bonuses and group 
leaders been abolished in  the o r ­
ganized p lan ts?  T h is  m ethod has 
group w o rk in g  aga inst g roup and 
w ith in  each group the less p ro ­
duc tive  members are cons tan tly  
be ing pushed by  the m ore exper­
ienced o r capable m em bers: T h is  
creates an ideal s itu a tio n  fo r  the ! 
com pany o f w o rk e r aga inst w o rk - ) 
er, speed-up, decrease in  te rm  o f 
em ploym ent, places pow er in  the 
hands o f the group leader and 
forem en and, in  general weakens 
the w o rke rs ’ m orale.

M any o f us unorganized know  
w h y  we are b e tte r pa id th a n  the 
average in d u s tr ia l w o rke r. GM, 
lik e  F o rd  and others, w ou ld  ra th ­
e r pay us ju s t  un ion wages w ith ­
o u t the  union, tha n  possib ly more 
than  the no w -p re va ilin g  un ion 
wage i f  we were a ll organized. In  
other words we unorganized men 
and women receive benefits from  
the union although we are not 
members.

I  am  h e a rt ily  in  fa v o r o f the 
30-hour week a t 40-hours pay, b u t 
can these conditions be w on in  
2 /3  o f the  d iv is ions o r w i l l  a 
g re a te r m a jo r ity  o f organized d i­
visions be necessary before de­
mands be made fo r  its  in it ia t io n ?  
I t  the  cond ition  is to  be pushed, 
should n o t o rgan iza tion  o f the  un ­
organized d iv is ions and s tre n g th ­
ening o f the o th e r d iv is ions go 
along w ith  the demands ?

I  also fee l th a t  a lthough  M a r­
t in  has been ousted, his technique 
o f o rg an iz in g  seems to  rem a in  in  
the  union, i.e., secret conferences 
w ith  F ord  executives and o ther 
h igh  - handed methods. These 
m ethods are now being used by 
those w ho f o r m e r l y  fo u g h t 
aga ins t them.

I f  the un ion o ffic ia ls  th in k  th a t 
the m em bership is go ing to  stand 
by  and w a tch  them  w re ck  the 
un ion  w h ile  they  squabble fo r  
leadership, the y  w i l l  be suddenly 
d is illusioned. M a r t in  lasted a 
w-hile, b u t no t too long. C e rta in ly  
th a t  experience has ta u g h t us 
som ething.

There is a jo b  to  be done and 
the  GM w o rke rs  w 'ant some pe r­
form ance, no t d is tra c tion s  nor 
chest beating.
Syracuse, N .Y . H .N .

(H .N ., in everything he says, 
seems to us to be in substantial 
agreement w ith  the program  
proposed in the M ay 25 and 
other A P P E A L  articles from  
the auto centers. O f course the 
D A W  has to consolidate its 
gains where i t  has bargaining  
rights. Of course i t  still has to 
win the remaining unorganized 
divisions. H .N . m ight have add­
ed the fac t th a t Ford’s abso­
lutely must be organized if  the 
union is to be saved. But how' 
organize the unorganized? On­
ly by inspiring them w ith  a  
union program th a t w ill give 
them substantial benefits, and 
by showing them  that the un­
ion really means business. The 
demands upon the corporations 
go hand in hand w ith  a  renew­
ed organization drive.— Editor.)

Says "Colored Worker"  
Preferable to "N egro"
E d ito r:

I  am in  ve ry  close con tact w ith  
the colored w orkers . W ith  them  I  
w o rk  side by side on the job. On 
the s tree t I  ta lk  w ith  the m  and 
also have access to  some o f th e ir  
un ion m eetings and also some of 
th e ir  ga therings  o f o th e r k inds. I  
have discussed the words "n ig ­
g e r”  and also "N e g ro ”  w ith  them, 
and I  f ind  a b u rn ing  ha tred  fo r  
the w ord  “ n ig g e r”  because they 
realize the con tem pt w h ich  has 
been associated w ith  the word.

A lth o u g h  some fe w  w h ite  peo­
ple have used the w o rd  “ N e g ro ”  
w ith  the co rre c t p ronunc ia tion , 
s t i l l  in  the m a jo r ity  o f cases i t  
also has had a sound o f contem pt, 
such as m ay be noticed in  the 
tone o f a w e ll-to -do  Southern 
fa rm e r when he speaks o f his 
w h ite  w o rke rs  as " te n a n ts ”  o r 
“ h ired  hands.”

I  believe th a t Colored w o rk e r 
o r Colored Race w ould  sound 
m uch b e tte r to  the colored.

As to  “ The N egro Q uestion,”  I  
agree w ith  V.C. th a t the Colored 
w o rke rs  are no m ore o f a "ques­
t io n ”  tha n  the w h ite  w orkers . I f  
there is a "question ,”  i t  is the 
question o f B la ck  and W h ite  Sol­
id a r ity  and th a t question is in  the 
hands o f the  w h ite  w o rk e r! The 
m a jo r ity  o f colored w o rke rs  th a t 
I  have contacted rea lize th a t sol­
id a r ity  is a th in g  th a t m ust be, 
before any g re a t advancem ent 
can be expected.

The question is : H ow  can we 
convince the m a jo r ity  o f the 
w h ite  w o rke rs  th a t the y  m ust 
combine th e ir  s tre n g th  w ith  th a t 
o f the B lack  w o rk e r fo r  a  com ­
m on cause?

A s I  am a na tive  Southerner, I  
can easily see th a t progress has 
been made to  b r in g  Southern 
w o rke rs  o f a ll races closer to ­
gether. In  the la s t tw o  years, I  
have seen w h ite  and b lack  w o rk ­
ers meet tog e the r in  U n ion  halls. 
I  have seen w h ite  w o rke rs  s it  and 
lis te n  w ith  respect to  a Colored 
speaker fo r  as long as an hour,

B y  GEORGE C L A R K E
RO CH ESTER , N. Y .—  I  should 

add a few  words o f co rrection  to  
m y previous de scrip tion  o f the 
a n ti-w a r sen tim en t am ong the 
w orkers. The w a r hys te ria  is being 
pounded in to  the consciousness o f 
the people by every s tream lined 
device o f c a p ita lis t propaganda 
and w ith  a fu r y  o f a “ b litz k r ie g .” 
T h is  “ b litz k r ie g ”  has in  a few  
weeks been able to  decim ate vocal 
“ peace”  and iso la tio n is t sen tim ent 
a lm ost as com ple te ly  as H it le r ’s 
d ive bom bers and tan ks  destroy­
ed the opposing arm ies.

The f ir s t  reaction  am ong w o rk ­
ers whom  you engage in  a  d is­
cussion on the w a r consists a l­
m ost un ive rsa lly  o f the em otional 
o u tb u rs t: “ H it le r  is go ing too fa r. 
Som eth ing m ust be done to  stop 
h im .”  The u n ifo rm ity  o f th is  
s ta tem ent u tte re d  by so m any 
people makes i t  c lear th a t  th is  
reaction  has been compounded 
ou t o f passionate and ju s tifie d  
ha tred  o f the fasc is t d ic ta to r—  
and fea r wh ipped up by  the cap­
i ta l is t  press.

Y e t one need on ly  scra tch  a 
l i t t le  deeper to  d iscover th a t 
beneath th is  hys te ria  the re  is 
an understand ing o f the  w a r 
and its  causes w h ich  is based 
on fa r  m ore sub s tan tia l m a te r­
ia l. No o the r te rm  can be tte r 
describe th is  unders tand ing 
tha n  A N T I-C A P IT A L IS T .
The ten years o f depression and 

m ise ry  have by  no means been 
eradicated fro m  the m inds o f the 
masses by the poison gas o f 
Roosevelt’s w a r barrage. The sus­
p ic ion  th a t the m illio n a ire  H i t ­
le rs o f A m erican  finance and in ­
d u s try  w i l l  use the w a r to  rake 
in b illions  o f do lla rs in  p ro fits  is 
everywhere prevalent. The w e ll- 
founded idea th a t the ru lin g  p lu ­
tocracy  w i l l  u tiliz e  th is  s laugh te r 
to “ b l itz k r ie g ”  a ll social le g is la ­
tion , w ill h ike  up hours and bomb 
he ll ou t o f wages and crush the 
trade  un ions— th is  idea has pene­
tra te d  in to  m illio ns  o f m inds.

“ The p riv ileged  princes of the 
new economic dynasties”  —  as 
Roosevelt once called them — w ill 
u tiliz e  th is  w a r aga inst H it le r  to 
estab lish a H it le r ite  d ic ta to rsh ip  
in  the U n tied  States. W orkers  
don’t  say th is  in  exa c tly  so m any 
words today, b u t i t  is no t d iff ic u lt  
to  see th a t i t  w i l l  n o t be long be­
fo re  the y  find  th e ir  w ay  to  a 
c lear fo rm u la tio n  o f th is  idea and 
then tra n s la te  i t  in  te rm s of 
action.

A  V ete ran T a lks
Too m any v ic tim s  o f W orld  

W ar 1 are s t i l l  in  c irc u la tio n  fo r

h im se lf in  H o lla nd  a fte r  the 
w a r. Yes, and I  see th a t ’s one 
place ne ithe r side shoots up in 
th is  w a r. B u t we d idn ’t  even 
ge t ou r jobs back. Then a fte r  
we d id  f in a lly  land som ething, 
the  depression came along and 
blew  i t  a ll aw ay. A nd  now 
the y ’re s ta r t in g  the same th in g  
a ll over a g a in !”

He stopped fo r  a m in u te  to 
take  care o f his coffee urn . Then 
he came back.

“ Boy,,, he said lo o k in g  s tra ig h t 
a t me, th is  is one tim e  when I  
don’ t  envy a m an fo r  his you th .”

*  *  »

W orke rs  R egain P a r ty
The pub lic  fo ru m  arranged th a t 

evening consisted w ith  one o r tw o 
exceptions o f an audience e n tire ly  
composed o f w orkers . A f te r  the 
m eeting a group o f them  re ­
m ained to  dibcuss fu rth e r. I t  de­
veloped th a t  th is  group— trade 
union m ilita n ts  and figh te rs  fo r  
the unem ployed— had been l i te r ­
a lly  d riven  o u t o f the p a r ty  about 
a year ago by  the  petty-bourgeo is 
e lem ent th a t then dom inated the 
p a r ty  in  Rochester W hen I  ex­
pla ined to  them  the significance 
o f the s p lit  w ith  B urnham  &  Co., 
they cou ld h a rd ly  re s tra in  th e ir  
expressions o f de ligh t. W e had 
a le n g th y  discussion and they  
prom ised to  re tu rn  to  the pa rty . 
These additions to  the S.W.P. are 
ce rta in  to  g ive ou r Rochester o r ­
gan iza tion  new drive  and help i t  
fo r  the f ir s t  tim e  to  s ink  its  roo ts 
in  the  w o rke rs  movem ent.

had th e ir  eyes on some k ind  of-*> 
special job  th a t w ou ld  keep them  
ou t o f the a rm y. They w eren ’t  
e n tire ly  ce rta in  they could get 
aw ay w ith  i t  b u t they  were hop­
in g  . . . A f te r  th e y  listened to  
me exp la in  how r ig id ly  the M -D ay 
plans were set up, they w eren’t  
o confident o f th e ir  l i t t le  schemes 

any more.
W h a t I  was t r y in g  to  te ll them  

— and I  th in k  the p o in t go t over 
— was th is : I f  you can’t  ge t a 
jo b  now, o r i f  th e y  w on ’t  give 
you one when p roduction  is be­
g in n in g  to zoom w ith  w a r orders, 
w h a t chance do you th in k  you ’l l  
have a fte r  the  w a r is  over when 
there w i l l  be no reason to  p ro ­
ducing tens o f thousands o f a ir ­
planes and o ther w a r equipm ent ? 
You don’t  have a n y th in g  to  ga in  
ou t o f th is  system  except a be lly - 
fu l l  o f bu lle ts. A nd  i f  you don’ t 
lik e  the  set-up the B ig  Shots w i l l  
go a fte r  you in  a w a y  th a t w i l l  
m ake B u tch e r H it le r - lo o k  lik e  a 
100% dem ocrat.

The W orke rs ’ W a r
I t ’s tim e  to  s ta r t  th in k in g —  

and do ing— about the w o rkers  
rea l w a r, the w a r aga inst W a ll 
S tree t and its  fu e h re r in  the  W h ite  
House, the  w a r fo r  jobs, hope and 
o p p o rtu n ity  fo r  the  young people 
who have s k il l,  am b itio n  and in ­
te lligence enough to  rebu ild  th is

B U F F A L O — The w a r hys te ria  
is m ak in g  s w if t  headway. B u t as 
frenz ied  as i t  m ay seem on the 
surface, there  is one th in g  i t  
can’t  do. I t  can’t  ge t people too 
enthusiastic  abou t p u tt in g  on a 
u n ifo rm  and g e ttin g  th e ir  heads 
shot o ff to  fa tte n  up J. P. M organ 
and John D. Rockefe ller.

Y ou th  Seek Escape 
I  spoke to  a group o f young 

pepple here ju s t  ou t o f h igh  school 
and they a ll were devis ing  special 
schemes to  go A .W .O .L. when

RADIO WORKERS 
OUT ON STRIKE 
AT AIR KING

Local 430 o f the  C IO ’s U n ited  
E le c tr ic a l Radio and M achine 
W orke rs  won an Im p o rta n t v ic ­
to ry  la s t week, when i t  com pelled 
the  T rans fo rm e r C orpo ra tion  o f 
A m erica  to  s ign a co n tra c t in  o r­
der to  se ttle  a  m on th ’s s tr ik e .

The com pany had refused to  
recognize the  un ion, c la im in g  th a t 
i t  was s t i l l  bound by a previous 
c o n tra c t w ith  W illia m  Beedie, I n ­
te rn a tio n a l Representative o f the 
A F L  e lec trica l w orkers. L ik e  the  
previous con tra c t the  new one 
provides fo r  a un ion shop, the 
com pany h ir in g  th ro u g h  the un­
ion.

To streng then  a s im ila r s tr ik e  
a t A i r  K in g  Radio, the  un ion is 
p ic k e tin g  the Sears Roebuck 
stores, w h ich  ins is ts  on se lling  the 
S ilve rtone  Radios m a n u fa c tu r­
ed by the s tru c k  company. In  a 
conference held M onday between

cou n try  ten  tim es over. A n d  th a t  the un ion and the Sears Roebuck 
w a r w i l l  be you r w a r - y o u  w on ’t  executives, the  la t te r  prom ised

M -D ay came along. M ost o f them  up.

have to  be th in k in g  about A .W .­
O.L. then. There w il l  be a reason 
to f ig h t.

*  *  *

Hundreds o f copies o f the spe­
c ia l steel w o rkers  ed ition  o f the 
S oc ia lis t Appea l were d is tr ib u te d  
to the w o rke rs  a t the huge La ck - 
awana Steel W orks, a ffilia te  o f 
Beth lehem  Steel, and in  the com ­
pany tow n  o f L a c k a w a n n a .  
E veryw here  the s logan o f the 
s ix  hour day a t e ig h t hours pay 
was fa v o ra b ly  received. I f  the 
SWOC ever in tends to  organize 
Beth lehem  steel, the y  had be tte r 
wake up and s ta r t  f ig h t in g  fo r  
the s ix -h ou r day a t e ig h t hours 
pay. T h a t’s the on ly  w a y  to  force 
money-bags Eugene Grace to  sign

Akron Labor Council 
Denounces Pegler

app laud ing d u rin g  th a t  tim e  when the good o f the m u lti-m illio n a ire
he w ould speak o f so lid a rity . 
Those w h ite  w o rkers  have asked 
an officer o f m y union, to  in v ite  
m ore colored speakers. Some of 
the m ore progressive members 
w ou ld  meet the  colored speaker, 
e ith e r before o r a f te r  the  m eeting

c rim ina ls  who are d ra g g in g  us 
in to  W o rld  W a r I I .  I  ta lke d  to 
one o f them  here, a counterm an 
in  a sm all lunchroom . The con­
versa tion  began a long the lines I  
described above. B u t soon he be­
gan to  break th ro u g h  the f irs t

and shake hands w ith  h im . I  men- em otional reaction. He handed me
tio n  a ll o f th is  because i t  is un ­
usual in  the South.

The colored race has m any 
leaders who can be b ro ug h t to  
the f ro n t  to  replace the m any 
m isleaders they now have. We 
m ust g ive our suppo rt to  th e ir  
new and re vo lu tio n a ry  leaders. 
We m ust rem em ber th a t the co l­
ored w o rk e r m u s t have colored 
leadership! No m a tte r  how s in ­
cere a w h ite  m an m ay be, he can 
seldom understand the problem s 
o f the B la ck  Race lik e  an ad­
vanced and sincere b lack  w o rke r. 
W hen the tim e  comes fo r  the 
w o rke rs  to  o ve rth row  the  ru l in g  
class, I  am sure th a t the colored 
w o rke rs  o f the South w i l l  do even 
m ore tha n  th e ir  share.

I f  we can agree, then, th a t 
there is no “ question”  o f the 
N egro any m ore tha n  there  is o f 
the w h ite  w o rk e r w h y  n o t ca ll 
the co lum n “ B la ck  and W h ite  
S o lid a r ity ” ? A nd  I  also suggest 
th a t the qu o ta tio n  o f K a r l M a rx  
be enlarged, so th a t i t  can be 
m ore easily noticed.
Houston, Texas B i l l  Green

Reports Union Meeting 
Discussion on "N egro"

E d ito r:
I  was v e ry  m uch in te rested in  

the le tte r  o f V . C. in  w h ich  he 
questions the correctness o f you r 
co lum n-heading— “ T H E  NEG RO  
Q U E S T IO N .”

I t  was on ly  one week ago th a t 
same question was ra ised a t m y  
lo ca l trade  un ion m eeting . A t  
th a t tim e  we were discussing the 
necessity o f ha v in g  some colored 
bro thers  on the  Execu ive Board. 
A nd  in  the  discussion th a t fo l­
lowed a m em ber go t up and w h ile  
ta lk in g  re fe rred  to  the  colored 
bro thers  as “ N EG R O ES.”

There was no doub t w hatsoever 
th a t the b ro th e r used th is  te rm  
in  fu l l  s in c e r ity  and respect— as 
his progressive speech w ould  in ­
dicate. B u t im m e d ia te ly  a colored 
b ro th e r go t up denouncing th is

m y coffee and began to  ta lk :
“ I  served fo u r  years in  the 

Canadian a rm y  on the western 
fro n t. M ost o f th is  tim e  we were 
up in  the f ro n t  lines. I ’l l  never 
fo rg e t the b a ttle  o f V im y  R idge 
fas he was ta lk in g  th is  b a ttle  
was happening a ll over aga in  fo r  
the second tim e — G. C .]. I t  was 
a h o rrib le  s igh t. I  was up in  the 
f ro n t  w ith  a m achine-gun crew. 
As the Germ ans came on we 
mowed them  down lik e  blades of 
grass. I t  was no t th a t you wanted 
to  do i t — you had to, i t  was you r 
life  o r the irs . A nd  besides you 
were h a lf f u l l  o f rum .

“ I  have never been the  same 
since the w ar. A nd  th a t goes fo r  
m ost o f us th a t  were lu c k y  to 
come back in  one piece. People 
would laugh  when a vete ran 
w ou ld  ju m p  s ix  fee t o u t o f his 
seat in  a s tree t car when he heard 
the sudden screech o f the brakes. 
B u t i t  wasn’t  so fun ny . Some­
th in g  inside o f us was a ll tw is ted  
up.

“ A nd  w h a t d id  we ge t o u t o f 
i t?  YVe w en t over the re  deter­
miner! to  ge t K a ise r B il l.  B u t 
K a ise r B il l  go t a sw e ll shack fo r

m em ber as cha uv in is tic  fo r  us ing 
the te rm  “ NEG RO .”  He was ve ry  
v io len t abou t i t  and sta ted th a t 
anybody us ing the te rm  NEG RO  
was d is c r im in a tin g  aga ins t col­
ored people. Even a fte r  m any 
apologies and exp lanations the 
colored b ro th e r continued to  hold 
the same v iew po in t.
Long  Is land , N . Y . M . D.

(The evidence of the two let­
ters above, added to that, pre­
viously offered by V. C., are 
overwhelming evidence th a t the 
A P P E A L  column, “The Negro  
Question,” is very badly titled. 
The Editors m ight offer the ex­
cuse that i t  was originally  
chosen by a  colored comrade 
who, however, was unfam iliar 
w ith  the Am erican situation. 
Beginning w ith  next issue, the 
column w ill have a  new title .

— Editors

We, the undersigned members 
o f organized labo r in  A k ro n  and 
S um m it County, have observed 
the ye llow  jo u rn a lism  o f W est­
brook P eg ler fo r  some tim e  and 
we believe th a t i t  is necessary to  
m ake a few  de fin ite  sta tem ents 
concern ing his a llegations o f cor­
ru p tio n  in  the labo r movem ent.

Is  P eg ler opposed to  g ra f t  in  
p rinc ip le ?  W e do no t reca ll his 
engaging in  any extended and 
b it te r  cam paigns aga inst g ra f t  in  
business, about w h ich  the  fac ts  
are w e ll know n to  anyone who 
takes the troub le  to  read govern­
m en ta l reports  and cou rt decisions. 
He never c ritic ize d  R icha rd  W h it­
ney fo r  h is th ie ve ry  in  the stock 
m a rke t w ith  the viciousness th a t 
he a tta cks  un ion offic ia ls, a l­
though  W h itn e y ’s crim e was fa r  
g rea te r tha n  a n y th in g  any un ion­
is t has been accused of. N o r has 
P eg ler accused J. P. M organ and 
his pa rtne rs  o f co rru p tio n , a l­
though  the y  were equa lly  in ­
volved in  the W h itn e y  scandal, as 
R obert H u tch ins , p resident o f the 
U n iv e rs ity  o f Chicago, declared 
when he resigned fro m  the New  
Y o rk  S tock Exchange board of 
governors in  pro test.

W e do no t reca ll the P egler p i l­
la r  o f v ir tu e  ever c r it ic iz in g  bus i­
ness fo r  its  m islead ing, corrupt, 
and illeg a l adve rtis ing  and m a r­
k e tin g  practices w h ich  cheat m il­
lions o f consumers annua lly . He 
has n o t g iven p u b lic ity  to  the 
find ings o f the T em pora ry  N a ­
tio n a l Econom ic Com m ittee in ­
v e s tig a tin g  the shady practices 
o f m onopoly, w h ich, i f  n o t o u t­
r ig h t  g ra ft,  are c e rta in ly  a n t i­
social and de trim e n ta l to  the com­
m on w elfare .

W e come to  the  ve ry  obvious 
conclusion th a t P eg ler is no t op­
posed to g ra f t  in  p rinc ip le , and 
he is  especia lly s ile n t about in  
business. He knows on w h ich  side 
his bread is butte red. Pegler ev i­
de n tly  is o n ly  opposed to  g ra ft  
in  unions.

Is  P eg ler in te rested in  the rea­
sons fo r  such alleged g ra ft ,  and i f  
so, w h y  does he n o t s ta te  them ? 
I f  any c o rru p tio n  exists in  the 
Labo r M ovem ent i t  has been cre­
ated by  business in  its  a ttem p ts  
to  buy o u t leaders. F o r genera­
tions, em ployers have sought to 
bribe, bu lly , smash and destroy 
w o rke rs ’ organ iza tions. E m p lo y ­
ers have spent m illio ns  on com ­
pany stooges, spies, s tr ik e b re a k ­
ers, and thugs, as the  L a F o lle tte  
senate com m ittee  revealed. T h is

com m ittee re p o rt is  puo lic  record 
and is w r it te n  in  the sim ple la n ­
guage th a t even Pegler can read. 
W h y  ha® he no t g iven i t  pu b lic ­
ity ?  Because he is a t the ve ry  
service o f those w ho t r y  to  in s t i l l  
co rru p tio n  in  unions to  g ive them  
a bad name and then  a tte m p t to  
d isc red it them .

A re  we accusing P eg le r o f be­
in g  in  the pay o f the em ployers? 
We know  th a t he is  pa id  hand­
som ely fo r  his colum n and o ther 
‘w r it in g s ’ by  newspapers th a t are 
in  the m a in  no torious fo r  th e ir  
labo r ha ting , th a t never m iss an 
o p p o rtu n ity  to  sm ear labor, th a t 
have fo u g h t unions in  the news­
paper in du s try , th a t are owned 
o r con tro lled  by  vested in terests, 
and th a t  are found on the reac­
tio n a ry  side o f every m a jo r ques­
tion .

The a ffa irs  and problem s o f the 
labo r m ovem ent are its  own. 
Years before P eg ler ever came 
on the  scene the labo r m ovem ent 
has been e lim in a tin g  fro m  its  
ranks the racketeers, usu a lly  
p lan ted w ith  the  aid  o f the  em ­
ployer. N e ith e r P eg le r no r any­
one outside th a t m ovem ent— hav­
in g  as th e ir  basic prem ise an a n t i­
union bias— has any r ig h t  to in ­
te rfe re . W e w il l  solve our p rob­
lem s in  ou r ow n way. W e do no t 
need and we condemn as insincere 
and dishonest, the  e ffo rts  o f em ­
ployers to  p ry  in to  ou r a ffa irs , 
because such snooping, b a c k -b it­
ting , and sn ip ing  is done on ly  fo r  
the purpose o f des troy ing  our 
orgna izations.

L E T  T H E M  C L E A N  T H E IR  
O W N  S T A B LE S  F IR S T !

I f  a ll these se lf-s ty led  ‘friends  
o f la b o r’ who f i l l  the colum ns o f 
the press w ith  th e ir  pusillan im ous 
rav ings are so concerned about 
g ra ft,  co rrup tion , and vioence, le t 
them  clean ou t th e ir  own camp 
firs t. L e t them  d rive  o u t the 
g ra fte rs , shysters, s trikebreakers, 
spies, in  th e ir  em ploy. I f  they are 
so in te rested in  the w e lfa re  o f the 
w o rk ingm an , le t them  pay h igher 
wages, reduce w o rk in g  hours, im ­
prove conditions and s ign  con­
tra c ts  w ith  unions. L e t the press 
its e lf  clean o u t its  ow n colum ns 
by ceasing to  fa ls i fy  news, espe­
c ia lly  la bo r news, by  dem anding 
t ru th  in  adve rtis ing , by  p r in t in g  
fac ts  instead o f slander.

W hen the  people lik e  P eg ler do 
a ll th is, w e w i l l  consider th e ir  
charges. U n t i l then, we w i l l  hand­
le o u r ow n a ffa irs . A n d  we w il l

the un ion to  w ith d ra w  fro m  sale 
a ll A i r  K in g  p roducts u n t il the 
s tr ik e  is over.

175 w o rke rs  o f the A ir  K in g  
Radio Co., on 63rd St. B rook lyn , 
N . Y ., refused to  go to  w 'ork on 
F r id a y  m orn ing , M a y  17, s ifter 
fo u r  w o rke rs  in  the p la n t had 
been locked o u t by the m anage­
m en t fo r  un ion a c tiv ity .

The w o rke rs  are m em bers o f 
Loca l 430, U n ited  E le c tr ica l, R a­
dio and M achine W orke rs  Union, 
(C IO ). The w o rke rs  jo ined the 
CIO  by  a vote o f 800 to  5 la s t 
week when W ill ia m  Beedie, In te r ­
na tiona l Representative in  charge 
o f Loca l B-1010 I.B .E .W . (A F L )  
suspended the lo ca l’s elected lead­
ership.

The shop m anager discharged 
the w o rke rs  on w h a t he called 
“ orders fro m  Beedie.”  The w o rk ­
ers demand th a t a la bo r board 
election be held in  the shop and 
th a t the  fo u r w o rke rs  discharged 
be re ins ta ted  pend ing the o u t­
come o f the election.

W orke rs  A re  M il i ta n t
On Tuesday m orn ing , M ay  21, 

200 w o rke rs  o f the R oya l Wood 
M a n u fa c tu r in g  Co., Inc., a sub­
s id ia ry  com pany o f A i r  K in g  R a­
dio, w a lked  o u t in  a sym pa thy  
s tr ike . These w o rke rs  belong to  
the  U n ite d  Lea the r W orke rs  U n ­
io n  (A F L )  and the  F u rn itu re  
W orkers  union (C IO ). In  re fus ing  
to  w a lk  th rou gh  the C IO  p icke t 
line  the y  showed a rea l example 
o f la b o r un ity .

Beedie called a m ee ting  la s t 
week to  exp la in  to  the “ union 
m em bership”  his action  in  the 
case. There were about 100 w o rk ­
ers present. T w e n ty  to th ir t y  
were im p o rted  fro m  N ew  Jersey, 
ten were shop supervisors sent 
there by  the boss and the others 
ap pa ren tly  were e ithe r bosses’ 
stooges o r curious onlookers. Bee­
die tr ie d  to  m ake an exp lanation  
o f his outrageous actions and 
then demanded th a t the “ union 
m em bership”  accept the  fake  con­
t ra c t  he proposed. A b o u t three- 
fo u rth s  o f those present voted fo r  
the proposal and the others ab­
sta ined fro m  vo ting . W ith o u t 
even coun ting  the votes Beedie 
declared th a t the c o n tra c t had 
been accepted.

The s p ir it  o f the w o rkers  is 
s trong  and m ilita n t. They plan 
to  res is t any a tte m p t to  break 
the p icke t line  such as has been 
tr ie d  in  the T ra n s fo rm e r Corpo­
ra tio n  o f A m erica  s tr ik e  here, 
where the w o rke rs  s tru c k  fo r  the 
same reasons as a t A ir  K in g . 
Beedie sent 20 scabs fro m  New 
Jersey th rou gh  the p icke t line 
there  on M onday, in  ta x is  w ith  
police p ro tec tion

resist every e ffo rt made by  em ­
ployers to  in te rfe re .

P egler has shown h is co lor and 
proven h im se lf to  be w h a t we 
have c h a r g e d ,  an employers' 
stooge. H is a tt itu d e  was revealed 
by h is  fa lse  m alic ious reasoning 
th a t i f  the  un ion is no t ru n  by 
racketeers i t  is  ru n  by  ‘rad ica ls  
and th a t the re fo re  com pany un­
ions are m ore desirable. In  o ther 
words, i f  the em ployer con tro ls  
it ,  he is fo r  the  union. A n d  y e t 
th is  is the v e ry  basis fo r  m ost 
racke tee ring  in  unions. No, Pegler 
is no t in te rested in  rem oving 
g ra ft .  He ju s t  w a n ts  to  m ake the 
unions safe fo r  the employers.

F ra te rn a lly  yours, 
S U M M IT  C O U N T Y  T R A D E S  
A N D  L A B O R  A S S E M B L Y  

Chalm ers K . S tew a rt, 
Corresponding S ecre tary

Speed Appeal Drive!
A  te r r if ic  drop in  the  am ount collected fo r  the  tw ice-a-w eek 

fun d  in  the la s t week endangers the  w ho le  drive . O n ly  $74.95 was 
collected, the sm alles t am ount collected in  any week since the  
d rive  began.

W e kno w  th a t  the re  m ay  be some reasons fo r  th is  drop b u t 
th a t  does n o t he lp  m a tte rs  any. The tw o-a -w eek A ppea l cannot 
come o u t even though the  reasons fo r  the fa ilu re  o f the comrades 
m ay be good and su ffic ien t ones.

Less tha n  fo u r  weeks are le f t  fo r  the  com ple tion  o f the  drive. 
F ro m  now  u n t i l  the close o f the d rive  every branch and every 
comrade m ust place the  tw o-a -w eek fu n d  as p o in t No. 1 on the 
agenda o f every m eeting . In  the tim e  th a t  is le f t  we m us t co llec t 
the balance o f the fund.

S C O R E B O A R D

W e have been so ft-peda lling  
the need fo r  A ppea l sales and 
subs. T h is  was because o f the 
cu rre n t N a tio n a l Office d rive  fo r  
a T w ice -W eek ly  Fund , and also 
because o f ou r intense desire to  
see the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l sub 
d rive  go over w ith  a bang, as i t  
is doing.

B u t we can no longer so ft-ped­
al. The A ppea l is bad ly  in  need o f 
funds, and bundle paym ents and 
sub orders have reached an 
a la rm in g  low . A  p a r tia l l is t  o f 
de linquents is  appended a t the 
end o f the  colum n, th a t a ll who 
read m ay hasten to  redeem them ­
selves.

*  *  *

W e give you firs t,  however, the 
com plete l is t  o f a ll subs sent in  
d u r in g  M ay. They to ta l on ly  80 
fo r  the en tire  m onth , a record 
w h ich  the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l 
be tte red w eek ly  d u rin g  its  sub­
sc rip tion  d rive :

M inneapo lis ........................  14
N ew  Y o r k .............................  10
Los A n g e le s ........................  9
Chicago .................................  6
St. P a u l .................................  5
D e tro it  .................................  4
Cleveland ............................. 3
B o s to n ...................................  3
Tw o each fo r  the  s ta tes o f 

N o rth  D akota , Iow a, Ohio and 
C a lifo rn ia . A n d  one each, fo r  
Omaha, C onnecticut, Oakland, 
Fresno, I llin o is , N .Y . S tate, T ex­
as, San Francisco, M ontana, M il­
waukee, Tam pa, N ew  Castle, 
M ary land , N ew ark , M em phis, 
A rizona , Kansas and Q uaker- 
town.

V *  *

W e have m a iled  to  every 
branch a com plete l is t  o f exp ired 
subscrip tions in  its  v ic in ity . Now , 
w ith  a ll the experience comrades 
ha v in g  recen tly  gained in  the 
technique o f securing  subs fo r  the

F .I., we look  fo rw a rd  con fiden tly  
to  w e ek ly  to ta ls  as good o r be t­
te r  tha n  the ones a tta ined  on the  
F .I.

A s  a s ta rte r, every w o rk in g  
comrade should consider i t  a du­
ty  to  subscribe h im se lf; and ev­
e ry  comrade, em ployed o r unem ­
ployed, should take  i t  upon h im ­
se lf to  b r in g  in  a t least one o u t­
side subscrip tion. I f  branches con­
d u c t th is  d rive  on a  com petitive  
basis, the  Appea l w i l l  be g lad to 
o ffe r a bound volum e o f the  A p ­
peal as an aw ard  to  comrades who 
lead th e ir  branches by  ob ta in ing  
s ix  o r m ore subs. To the o u t­
s tand ing  branch— o r branches—  
to ta llin g  a t least 25 subs, the A p ­
peal w i l l  aw ard  the com plete 
1938, and bo th  1939 bound v o l­
umes. T h is  o ffe r te rm in a tes  Ju ly  
6 th  (a  m in im u m  o f one sub a 
week, com rades!), so ge t busy 
now!

*  » *

Balance due— June 1, 1940:
Los Angeles ...................$11.81
San F rancisco .............  59.24
San Diego ......................  5.88
S tre a to r ........................... 3.30
Chicago ........................... 21.25
Boston .............................  30.75
L y n n  .................................  5.55
F lin t  .................................  54.15
M in n e a p o lis .................... 12.00
St. P au l ........................... 18.00
O m aha ............................. 3.90
P a tte rso n  ......................  5.90
N e w a rk  ..........................  16.70
Rochester ......................  6.84
A k ro n  ............................... 38.05
C le v e la n d ........................  34.05
Toledo ............................. 39,40
Y oungstow n .................. 80.83
P ortland  ........................  4.10
P h ilade lph ia  .................. 37.40
Reading ........................... 7,03
A lle n to w n  ......................  5.39
H ouston ........................... 1,98
L e t ’s g e t go ing !

U.S. Bosses Seek Law 
To Blacklist Filipino 
Labor Leaders

U. S. B ig  Business spokesmen 
in troduced in  the P h illip in e  L e ­
g is la tive  A ssem bly on A p r i l  18 a 
b i l l ca llin g  fo r  the  re g is tra tio n  o f 
la bo r leaders. The b i l l  provides 
th a t “ on ly  those w ho are qua lified  1 
to  assume the respons ib ilities  o f 
leadership o f w o rke rs  w ou ld  be 
p e rm itte d  to  re g is te r as labo r 
leaders.”

The op in ion was expressed by  
the b i l l ’s sponsors th a t w ith  its  
enactm ent, “ la bo r leadership in  
the P h illip ines  w ou ld  become an 
in s tru m e n t fo r  peace, th a t  the re  
w ou ld  be less occasion fo r  v io ­
lence and sabotage in  the se ttle ­

m en t o f in d u s tr ia l and a g r ic u l­
tu ra l disputes, th a t  laborers w ou ld  
f in a lly  lea rn  to  present th e ir  de­
m ands and grievances in  a peace­
fu l and o rd e rly  m anner.”

The b ill w ou ld  m ake i t  un la w ­
fu l fo r  any person n o t reg istered 
as a labo r leader by the D e p a rt­
m en t o f La bo r to  fu n c tio n  in  any 
w ay as an officer o f a un ion o r in  
any o the r w a y  represent any 
group o f w orkers.

A p p lica n ts  are requ ired to  be 
citizens o f e ith e r the  P h illip ines  
o r the  U.S. o f good m ora l charac­
te r, no t convicted o f any c r im in a l 
offence in v o lv in g  m ora l tu rp itu d e  
and able to  read and w r ite  e ith e r 
E ng lish  o r Spanish o r a  loca l 
d ia lect. The D epartm ent o f La b o r 
a t its  d iscretion, m ay re je c t ap­
p lican ts  fo r  re g is tra tio n — a per­

fe c t m echanism  fo r  b la c k lis tin g  
m il ita n t  trade  un ionists.
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by Robert L. Birchman

" F ifth  Column" Bunk Is 
A Menace to Colored People

M uch o f the  ta lk  about “ f i f th  co lum n”  a c tiv itie s  
w i l l  be d irected aga ins t the b lack  w orkers . T h is  
is ev ident fro m  the s ta tem ent o f L ieu te n a n t L a w ­
rence A . O xley, in  a speech to the M e tro p o lita n  
Chicago Conference on E m p loym en t Problem s o f 
the Negro, th a t  because o f th e ir  pove rty  and dis­
content, Negroes “ m ay easily become the nucleus 
o f ‘f i f th  co lum n’ m aneuverings in  Chicago.”  A n  
e d ito r ia l in  the  N egro paper, the C a lifo rn ia  Eagle, 
M ay 16, answers the  lieu te nan t and h is k ind . I t  
says:

“A  bill was introduced in the California legis­
lature to outlaw all ‘F ifth  Column’ organizations 
— Fascist and Communist— which are ‘treason­
ably’ working for the destruction of ‘American  
principles.’

“Here we have all the three m ajor develop­
ments which presage ail w ar crises: (1) hysteric­
al m ilitary  expansion; (2 ) m inimizing of domes­
tic problems; (S) accusations of treason.

“They compose a vicious trio  which react ven­
omously upon the average citizen. H e  is propa­
gandized into a w ar he does not understand, prob­
ably in a foreign nation; domestic problems con­
fronting himself and his fam ily are ignored; and 
his right to protest is denied under the charge of 
‘treason.’

“Those powers which are opposed to the 
spreading of social, liberal legislation— the anti­
lynch bill, the anti-poll tax  bill— are anxious to 
see the nation Involved in foreign w'ar. M anufac­
turers of munitions are anxious to realize the 
profits of such a w ar. And the present political 
machine is anxious to remain in power and w ill do 
It  through a  foreign war.

“There is not a  single American defender of 
democracy who doesn’t have his hands fu ll right 
here in the U.S.A. W e can spare no volunteers to 
protect M r. Roosevelt’s ‘human rights’ in Europe 
or Asia.”

I t  is an encouraging fa c t  th a t m any N egro  
papers understand th a t  propaganda abou t the 
“ f i f th  co lum n”  is a d rive  aga ins t the  la b o r m ove­
m ent, fo r  the  suppression o f a ll c iv i l r ig h ts  and 
w i l l  be d irected aga inst the colored people as 
we ll.

Danger to West Indians
M ost endangered w i l l  be the thousands o f col­

ored people fro m  the  W est Indies. A n  item  in  the  
Pittsburgh Courier, June 1, fro m  M ia m i, F lo rida , 
sta tes:

“Allegedly seeking to halt ‘F ifth  Column’ acti­
vities in the city, the M iam i city commissioners 
asked the law  department to d ra ft an ordinance 
ordering the registration and finger-printing of 
all aliens in M iam i.” S im iiiar ordinances have 
been passed or are under consideration in other 
neighboring cities. . . .

“Several Negro domestics were stopped recent­
ly by American Legionnaires and questioned on 
their citizenship status. Other legionnaires have 
been quietly urging the firing of all foreign bom  
workers in local institutions.”

Black Man O.K.—
For Cannon Fodder

“ I t  appears to  us th a t the  A m erican  b lack  m an 
is ‘w o r th  h is w e ig h t in  go ld ’ when the w a r drum s 
begin to  echo,”  w rite s  Luc ius C. H a rpe r, in  his 
colum n “ D u s tin ' o ff the News,”  in  the Chicago 
Defender, June 1. H ow  tru e  th is  is today in  
France.

Tens o f thousands o f A fr ic a n  troops have a l­
ready been mowed down— sacrificed to “ democ- 
racy .”  W ith  a to ta l o f ne a rly  500,000 b la ck  troops 
a lready  m obilized and on the  b a ttle  fie lds o f 
France, ano the r m illio n  are be ing recru ited  to  be 
th ro w n  in to  the pa th  o f the g ia n t N a z i w a r m a­
chine. The Chicago Defender b it te r ly  captions a 
p ic tu re , p o rtra y in g  a re c ru it in g  camp in  A fr ic a : 
“ Robust Y o u th  Today— T om orrow , E urope ’s Can­
non Fodder.”

The Negroes in  A m erica  are today be ing dis- 
c rirfiina ted  ag a in s t in  the arm ed forces o f the  na­
tion , b u t once the w a r s ta rts , the governm ent 
w i l l  fo rg e t the co lo r line  and the b la ck  m an w i l l  
have the  o p p o rtu n ity — b y  fo rc ib le  conscrip tion  
— to  sacrifice his life  fo r  “ dem ocracy.”

A t  home, and behind the lines, o f course, the 
co lo r line  w i l l  s t i l l  p re va il— and be knocked in to  
every re tu rn in g  b lack sold ier a f te r  the w a r! The 
b lack  m an ’s “ e q u a lity ”  w i l l  extend on ly  to  h is  
“ r ig h t ”  to  die fo r  the  w h ite  Democracy.

Scabbing No Answer to Jim Crow
The a tt itu d e  o f Joseph Jefferson, head o f the 

N egro La bo r R e lations League o f Chicago, to ­
w a rd  the recent s tr ik e  o f m ilk  d rive rs  m u s t be 
condemned. Jefferson urged Negroes to  app ly  to 
s tru c k  da iries fo r  jobs, s ta t in g : “ I  believe in  un­
ions, b u t the Negro is no t bound to  honor a p icke t 
line  o r  cooperate in  a  s tr ik e  conducted by a jim -  
crow  union w h ich  denies the N egro  a chance to 
w ork . I f  the da iries w i l l  assure Negroes o f pe r­
m anent jobs, I  can see th a t  they ge t men enough 
to  de live r any am ount o f m ilk  th e y  w a n t de­
livered .’

W h ile  i t  is  tru e  th a t the un ion was la te  in  
chang ing its  po licy  o f d isc rim in a tio n — the p re v i­
ous un ion offic ia ls  were rece n tly  ousted in  an elec­
t io n —the actions o f the  colored d rive rs  a t  the 
Lakev iew  D a iry  in  re fu s in g  to  s ign up in  the 
un ion a fte r  be ing in v ite d  to  do so, can on ly  be 
m ost in ju r io u s  to  the in te res ts  o f the colored 
d rivers.

A s  we have s ta ted  on previous occasions, col­
ored w o rke rs  canno t com bat a p o licy  o f d isc rim ­
in a tio n  on the  p a r t  o f any un ion  b y  p e rm itt in g  
themselves to  be recru ited  as s trike -b reake rs . B y  
b r in g in g  organized pressure aga inst the  jim -c ro w  
policies o f any un ion, colored w o rke rs  can and 
are w in n in g  th e ir  r ig h t fu l place in  the  unions.

W ar D ea l Begins P u ttin g  Screws on Labor

Behind the Lines
"D aily News" Heralds Coming Shift 

in U.S. Policy Toward Japan
by G EORGE S T E R N

G P U  Assassins Still 
A t Large in Mexico

Walsh-Healey 
Act Spiked 
By Congress

(C ontinued fro m  Page I )  
“ sym bol o f o u r n a tion a l u n ity ,”  
even though thereby, in  Justice  
Stone’s words, the la w  “ coerces 
these ch ild ren  to  express a  sen­
t im e n t w h ich  the y  do n o t en te r­
ta in  and w h ich  v io la tes  th e ir  
deepest re lig ious  conv ic tions.”

I t  is n o te w o rth y  th a t, in  m ak­
in g  th is  ru lin g , the c o u rt over­
ru led  the tw o  lo w er courts  w h ich  
had heard the case. T w o  ch ildren, 
ipem bers o f the p a c ifis t re lig ious 
sect know n as Jehovah’s W itnes ­
ses, who asserted th a t the salute 
v io la ted th e ir  re lig ious tenets, had 
been expelled fro m  school by  a 
P ennsylvania school board; they  
sought an in ju n c tio n  aga inst the 
school board and secured i t  fro m  
the Federa l D is tr ic t  C o u rt; the 
school board appealed to  the  
T h ird  C irc u it  C o u rt o f Appeals 
wh ich, however, upheld the  c h ild ­
ren ’s side.

W h a t I t  Means
In  one suggestive sentence the 

c o u rt ind ica ted  th a t  i t  w as step­
p ing  aside and w ould  w a ive  any 
ju dg m en t on any and a ll acts 
undertaken in  the  nam e o f p a t r i­
o tism  by the  s ta tes and the o th e r 
Federa l branches o f the  govern­
m ent. I t  said:

“ The w isdom  o f tra in in g  
ch ild ren  in  p a tr io t ic  impulses 
by those com pulsions w h ich  ne­
cessarily  pervade so m uch o f 
the  educational process is no t 
fo r  our (the  c o u rt’s) independ­
e n t ju dg m en t.”

Jus t generalize on th a t l i t t le  
sentence— and a n y th in g  goes!

U A W  Leaders 
Make Futile 
Plea to FDR

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
the U A W  ne g o tia tin g  com m ittee , 
and th e ir  “ teachers and in sp ire rs ”  
M u rra y , H illm a n  and Lew is, has 
been dem onstra ted in  the  past 
m on th  to  be n o th in g  b u t a po licy  
o f fu t i l i ty ,  de featism  and re tre a t. 
Instead o f a tte m p tin g  to  con­
vince G M  o f the m ilita n c y  and 
the power o f the un ion and its  
m em bership, th e y  proceeded to  
convince GM  o f its  resp ec tab ility . 
W ith  w h a t resu lts?  G M  slapped 
them  in  the face and proceeded to  
o ffe r a co n tra c t i t  w ou ld  n o t have 
dared propose in  1937.

N ow  to  cap the  c lim a x  the  auto 
leadership ca lls  upon Roosevelt 
to  in te rvene! The same Roosevelt 
who said “ A  plague on bo th  y o u r 
houses”  when the steel w o rkers  
asked h im  to  in te rvene  in  th e ir  
f ig h t w ith  Tom  G ird le r, the same 
Roosevelt who condoned the  M e­
m o ria l D ay  massacre in  Chicago, 
the same Roosevelt w ho ca lls  in  
S te ttin iu s  and Knudsen, U.S. 
Steel and GM, M organ  and D u ­
Pont, to  head the  d rive  fo r  “ na­
tio n a l defense.”

In  the name o f “ n a tion a l de­
fense”  the C IO  sh ipya rd  w o rke rs  
s tr ik in g  a t the Federa l S h ipbu ild ­
in g  and D ryd o ck  Company, have 
been sold down the r iv e r  by  th e ir  
top  un ion offic ia ls  and forced to  
re tu rn  to  w o rk  on the  com pany’s 
term s. T h e ir president s ta ted  th a t 
th is  se ll-ou t was necessary “ to  
avo id charges o f o b s tru c tin g  the 
na tio n a l defense p ro g ra m .”  In  
the fu tu re  anybody g u ilty  o f ask­
in g  a n icke l increase w h ile  the 
corpora tions are squeezing ou t 
m illio ns  o f do lla rs o f w a r p ro fits  
w i l l  be called a “ f i f th  co lum n is t”  
and charged w ith  o b s tru c tin g  the 
p rog ram  o f na tiona l defense.

U p  to  the  W orke rs  
I t  is up to  the  G M  w orkers , the 

m ost m il i ta n t  group o f m en o f 
the m ost m il ita n t  un ion in  th is  
coun try , to  c u t th ro u g h  a ll th is  
red tape, phoney statesm anship, 
and sugar-coated un ion bus ting  
program . I t  is  up to  them  to  take  
the lead aga in  in  pushing the  au­
tom obile  w o rke rs  in  th is  cou n try  
tow ards th e ir  goal o f economic 
secu rity . T h is  can be done by the 
same ta c tics  and the  same p o licy  
th a t won the g re a t G M  s tr ik e  o f 
1937. N o re liance on phony p o li­
tic ians , no re liance on fa lse  
friends  o f labor, no re liance on 
chicken-hearted, cow ard ly  top  un ­
ion officia ls. Reliance o n ly  on the 
un ion its e lf, and its  s tre n g th  and 
the m ilita n c y  o f its  m em bership.

I t  was a m il i ta n t ly  fo u g h t 
s tr ik e  in  1937 th a t  f in a lly  con­
vinced the au to  barons th a t  the 
au to  un ion was here to  stay. I t  
m ay be necessary to  conduct an­
o th e r m il ita n t  s tr ik e  in  1940 to  
convince the same auto barons 
th a t  the  au to  un ion is determ ined 
to  su rv ive  and to  go fo rw a rd .

A  governm ent canno t s h ift  one 
o f its  key  po lic ies as fa s t as a 
newspaper can. B u t w hen im ­
p o rta n t newspapers m ake such 
sh ifts  i t  can be taken  as an a l­
m ost ce rta in  in d ica tion  o f the 
w ay the w ind  is b low ing.

F o r ten  years the b lun tes t p a r­
tisan  o f an aggressive an ti-Ja p ­
anese p o licy  by the U.S. has been 
the N ew  Y o rk  D a ily  News,, 
la rg e s t-c irc u la tin g  paper in  the 
coun try . E spec ia lly  since 1937 the 
paper has been dem anding an 
em bargo aga inst Japan and a 
long-range blockade backed up by 
the navy. I ts  fam ous slogan "T w o  
ships fo r  one”  closed eve ry  M on­
day m orn in g  e d ito r ia l w a rn in g  
the governm ent th a t  Japan and 
the  Pacific, n o t G erm any and 
Europe were the m a in  concernís 
o f Yankee im peria lism .

L a s t M onday m orn ing  the 
News came o u t suddenly fo r  a 
p o licy  o f “ appeasement”  w ith  
respect to  Japan to  checkm ate 
the  c rea tion  o f a B e rlin -T o k io  
ax is  d irected aga inst the  U.S. 
a fte r  a G erm an v ic to ry  in  E u ­
rope.
The News quotes the  Chicago 

T ribune , paper owned by  the in ­
flu e n tia l Republican leader Col. 
Knox, as u rg in g  a p o licy  designed 
to  convert Japan fro m  a po ten tia l 
enemy in to  a  fr ie n d  by le t t in g  i t  
have its  w a y  in  C h ina and, i f  need 
be, in  the D u tch  E as t Indies.

“ The U n ite d  S tates m ay be 
able to  help C h ina m ore e ffect­
iv e ly  by  being po lite  to  Japan 
than  by  pe rs is ten tly  h u r l­
in g  th re a ts  and m ora l re­
proaches a t  J a p a n , ”  the  
News said w ith  cha rac te r­
is t ic  cyn ic ism , “ I f  we keep on 
rep rov ing  Japan fo r  w h a t i t  is 
t r y in g  to  do to  C h ina and keep 
on th rea ten ing  a b re ako ff o f 
trade  w ith  Japan, we m ay d rive  
Japan in to  the  G e rm an -Ita lia n  
camp. T h a t w ou ld  m ake Japan 
m ore dangerous to  us, tha n  I t  
now is. I f  H i t le r  should w in  the  
w ar, and especia lly i f  he should 
g rab  the  B r it is h  N a vy  . . . we

m ig h t easily find  ourselves me­
naced w ith  u rg en t troub le  in  
the  A t la n t ic  and the P acific  a t 
the same tim e. W e can ave rt 
th is  by m ak in g  friends  w ith  
Japan . . .”
In  effect, as the N ew s w e n t on 

to  exp la in  the ne x t day, the U. S. 
has to  t r y  to  be as M ach iave llian  
as G erm any and to  avo id the 
"stum b lebum  d ip lom acy”  d isp la y­
ed by  B r ita in  in  the  period prec­
eding the ou tb reak o f w ar. “ D ip ­
lom acy is p repa ra tion  fo r  w a r,”  
the News said, and the idea is to  
proceed along th a t line  w ith o u t 
con tinu ing  a p o licy  th a t can no 
longer be backed up w ith  arms.

A s  the  News said, i t  is  a 
question o f being “ re a lis tic .”  
I t  is p la in  th a t  the  m ost serious 
observers in  W ash ing ton have 
ca lcu la tions on an A llie d  defeat 
in  Europe. In  th e ir  colum n on 
June 4, Pearson and A lie n  
w ro te  th a t “ a ca re fu l s tudy o f 
con fiden tia l w a r bu lle tins  re­
ceived by the  A rm y  and N a vy  
gives no grounds fo r  . . . o p ti­
m ism . In  the  b lun tes t language, 
i t  w il l ta ke  a m il ita ry  m irac le  
to p reven t ove rw helm ing Ger­
m an v ic to ry , inc lud ing  occupa­
tio n  o f London. A n d  m irac les in  
m odern w a rfa re  occur on the 
side w ith  the m ost tanks and 
plans.”

Once th is  fa c t is  accepted as 
the axis o f A m e rica n  w a r po licy, 
a to ta l s h if t  in  s tra te g y  is to  be 
expected. O rgan iza tion  o f hem i­
sphere defense means th a t the 
U.S. w i l l  em bark on a le n g th y  
and vas t rea rm am en t program , 
w i l l  descend w ith  a heavy hand 
on a ll o f L a t in  A m erica , w ill 
p robab ly  seize o r  “ take  over”  a ll 
fore ign-ow ned bases and base 
sites —  G reenland, Berm uda, the 
D utch , F rench, and B r it is h  W est 
Ind ies— and w ill p robab ly  e x tra c t 
“ g ra n ts ”  o f base r ig h ts  fro m  
B ra z il and o th e r C entra l and 
South A m erican  countries.

A n  unavoidable c o ro lla ry  o f 
th is  po licy  is abandonm ent of

The G P U  gunm en w ho tr ie d  to  I 
m u rd e r L e o n  a n d  N a t h  a l i a  
T ro ts k y  on M ay  24 in  Coyoacan, 
M exico, are s t i l l  a t  large.

To judge fro m  press reports  
here, the M exican po lice have 
been led o ff  on a series o f dodges 
w h ich  g o t them  nowhere near the 
rea l pe rpe tra to rs  o f the  crim e.

A  fe w  days a f te r  the  a ttem pted  
assassination, police descended 
upon the home o f D iego R ivera , 
the M exican pa in te r, and arrested 
his chau ffeur and seized a s ta tio n  
wagon. The la tte r, i t  was d a rk ly  
h inted, p layed some ro le  in  the 
a tta c k  on T ro ts k y ’s home.

Police Moves A bsu rd

T h is no tion  was so p a te n tly  ab­
surd th a t  the police had to  drop 
i t  a fte r  a  few  days. R ivera, once 
a p o lit ic a l fr ie n d  o f T ro ts k y ’s and 
now an opponent, was n o t h im ­
se lf arrested. In  a press in te r ­
v iew , T ro ts k y  characterized the 
suspicion aga ins t the  p a in te r as 
fa n ta s tic  and stup id.

L a te r  la s t week, po lice a rre s t­
ed tw o  o f T ro ts k y ’s secretaries 
and tw o  o ther m en who had come 
to  the  T ro ts k y  household a fte r  
the a tta c k  to  o ffe r fr ie n d ly  help. 
B u t th is  b it  o f shadow box ing  a l­
so had to  be stopped a f te r  a day. 
The tw o  secretaries, in  whom  
T ro ts k y  p u b lic ly  declared his 
com plete confidence, were re ­
leased. The fa te  o f the  o th e r tw o 
was n o t reported.

In  le tte rs  to  police au tho rities , 
T ro ts k y  openly charged th a t the 
G PU was responsible fo r  the a t ­
ta c k  on his life . He branded as 
p a te n tly  rid icu lous  the  a tte m p t o f 
the S ta lin is ts  to  m ake the charge 
th a t T ro ts k y  h im se lf had a c tu a lly  
staged the  m ach ine-gunn ing o f

Asia to Japan. This is w hat the 
News foreshadows. In  the dip­
lomatic preparation for war, we 
can now expect a  wide tack in 
American policy toward Japan. 
And Japan, we may be sure, 
w ill not be long in taking fu ll 
advantage of it. * I

his own bedroom.
Jus t w hat, he asked, could 

T ro ts k y  expect to  ga in  fro m  
s ta g in g  an a tte m p t on his ow n 
life ?  W h a t S ta lin  had to  gain, on 
the o th e r hand, was p la in  enough.

H a r t  Feared Dead

Sheldon H a rt, young  A m erican  
secre ta ry  to  T ro ts k y  w ho was 
k idnapped by  the  would-be assas­
sins, was gone w ith o u t a  trace. 
T ro ts k y  to ld  pressmen he had no 
reason n o t to  have fu l l  confidence 
in  young H a r t  whose life , he fe a r­
ed, w as fo r fe it .

T ro ts k y  was quoted as dec la r­
in g  th a t  the  m en who tr ie d  to  
m urd e r h im  were be ing sheltered 
by p ro tec to rs  in  h igh  places. He 
c ited  the  ro le  p layed b y  Lo m bar­
do Toledano, head o f the CTM  
(M exican  T rade U n ion  Confedera­
t io n ), in  p la y in g  the ro le  o f pub­
lic  spokesm an fo r  the  G PU in  
M exico. He also d id  n o t exclude 
the p o s s ib ility  th a t the  Gestapo, 
w o rk in g  w ith  the  GPU, had a 
hand in  the  a ttack .

Three S ta lin is t A lib is !

Here in  N ew  Y o rk , the  S ta lin is t 
press hits a lready produced three 
separate and m u tu a lly  c o n tra d ic t­
o ry  versions o f the a tte m p t on 
T ro ts k y ’s life .

The day a f te r  i t  occurred, the 
D a ily  W o rke r said T ro ts k y  had 
tr ie d  to  stage h is  own assassina­
tion , fo r  m yste rious purposes 
know n o n ly  to  the  S ta lin is t edi­
tors.

W hen th a t  d idn ’t  go down, the y  
tr ie d  the idea th a t M exican reac­
tiona ries  and agents o f A m erican  
im p e ria lism  had pulled o ff the 
a tta c k  to he lp provoke A m erican  
in te rv e n tio n  in  M exico.

The fin a l and c row n ing  theory, 
advanced by the  S ta lin is t F re i-  
he it, was th a t  D iego R ive ra  had 
tr ie d  to  k i l l  T ro ts k y  because the 
61-year o ld  B o lshev ik  exile came 
between the p a in te r and his w ife !

B u t none o f these fa lte r in g  lies 
and con trad ic tions can b lo t o u t 
the  name o f S ta lin ’s G P U  w r i t  
la rge  across th is  almost-success- 
fu l crim e.

The M achine Means D iffe ren t 
T h ings—Depends Who Owns I t !

ST. PAUL LABOR 
WARNS AGAINST 
GOVERNMENT ACTS

(C ontinued fro m  Page 1) 
a lready developed”  a move “ under 
the  guise o f a na tiona l em erg­
ency,”  to  n u ll i fy  labo r’s gains, 
no tab ly  the  W alsh-H ealey A c t 
and the  W age and H o u r A c t.

The cen tra l body’ s reso lu tion 
po in ted ou t th a t  “ i t  has been the 
experience o f Labo r th a t  Labo r- 
h a ting  in d u s tr ia lis ts  have a lw ays 
taken  advantage o f any na tiona l 
em ergency to  seek the  destruc­
t io n  o f the trade  un ion m ovem ent 
th ro u g h  re s tr ic tiv e  em ergency 
law s and P res iden tia l p roc la im a- 
tions.”

In  a second reso lu tion  the 
Trades &  La bo r A ssem bly con­
curred w ith  a reso lu tion  recen tly  
passed by  the N ew  Y o rk  E lec­
tr ic a l W orke rs ’ U n ion, Lo ca l 3, 
denouncing th  e governm ent’s 
“ a n t i- t ru s t”  persecutions o f the 
trade un ions as ca lcu la ted to  de­
s tro y  the trade  un ion m ovem ent 
here as i t  was destroyed " in  the 
d ic ta to r na tions o f E urope.”  
W ashington, i t  said, “ is  ra p id ly  
becom ing a governm ent by in ­
d ic tm ents  and decrees.”

B y  A N T O IN E T T E  K O N IK O W
M rs. S m ith , m y  ne ighbor who 

a lw ays lived  in  the coun try , 
moved to tow n  w hen her husband 
g o t w o rk  in  a nearby fa c to ry . 
She likes  to  cha t w ith  me when 
we m eet on the  s ta irs , and ex­
presses her d e lig h t w ith  the m od­
ern im provem ents in  he r new 
home.

“ W h a t a re lie f to  have a gas 
stove,”  she to ld  me. " I  rem em ber 
how I  used to  slave c a rry in g  up 
coal and s if t in g  ashes.”  Then she 
spoke about the sew ing machine 
bought on the in s ta llm e n t p lan  
and how s im p ly  and q u ic k ly  dres­
ses fo r  M o llie  and Louise could be 
made. I f  o n ly  C harlie  keeps his 
job, she plans to  g e t a vacuum  
cleaner and he r eyes shone a t the 
joyous prospect, as she to ld  me 
abou t it .

"Yes, th is  housekeeping m a­
ch ine ry  is c e rta in ly  a help,”  I  
rem arked.

“ H e lp !”  M rs. S m ith  said, "w hy , 
i t  is a blessing. C a ring  fo r  m y  
five  k ids  k e p t me co n s ta n tly  on 
m y  fee t and m y  back always

ached. N o w  I  f ind  tim e  to  res t 
and m ay even go to  one o f those 
m eetings you a lw ays ta lk  abou t.”

B U T  M A C H IN E R Y  SEEM S 
A  CURSE, TOO

A  few  days la te r, M rs. S m ith  
stopped again fo r  a ne ighbo rly  
chat. H e r face was n o t as ra d ia n t 
as the  previous tim e. “ Charlie  
to ld  me la s t n ig h t th a t the y  have 
a new m achine in  h is fa c to ry . I t  
is a new fang led one th a t can do 
the w o rk  o f f ive  men, o r ra th e r 
any m an can now  do in  one hour 
w h a t used to take five  hours.”

I  looked a t her troub led face. 
“ W h y  th a t o u g h t to  be fine fo r  
y o u r husband. H e w il l  no t have 
to  w o rk  long  hours. H e w ffl be 
home m uch e a rlie r o r w i l l  earn 
so m uch more.”

M rs. S m ith  d id  n o t apprecia te  
m y  joke. “ W h y  are you k id d in g  
m e? You know  w h a t i t  means 
and I ’m  w o rrie d  to  death. C harlie  
expla ined i t  to  me. Unless they 
expand the business, and th a t 
appears u n lik e ly , fo u r  o u t o f five 
m en w i l l  lose th e ir  jobs and C har­
lie  m ay  be one o f them .”

I  in v ite d  M rs. S m ith  in to  m y  
a p a rtm en t and we continued ou r 
conversation. “ W e spoke on ly  a 
fe w  days ago o f th e  blessings of 
m achines you have a t home. You, 
you rse lf, po in ted o u t th a t the y  
save you tim e  and labor. W hy  
should the new m achine in  the 
fa c to ry  n o t do likew ise  fo r  you r 
husband?”

M rs. S m ith  answered qu ick ly , 
"The m achines in  m y  home are 
m y  ow n.”  “ J u s t so,”  I  agreed, 
“ the m achines in  y o u r home are 
yours and the y  are a blessing, b u t 
the machines in  the shop belong 
to  the boss and instead o f a 
blessing th e y  m ay mean yo u r 
husband’s unem ploym ent. B u t 
w h ile  the y  seem a curse to  the 
w o rke r, the y  b r in g  m ore p ro fit  to 
the boss. To h im  they  are a bles­
sing.

S O C IA L IS M  W IL L  M A K E  
M A C H IN E S  A  B LE S S IN G  
TO E V E R Y B O D Y

In  o th e r words, the m achine—  
a p roduc t o f hum an in g e n u ity  and 
progress— is a blessing to  the  one 
who owns it .  I f  the m ach inery  in  
the  shop belonged to  the w orkers, 
they  w ou ld  ge t m ore le isure and 
rest whenever a  new, im proved 
m achine is  in troduced. T h a t is

exa c tly  w h a t we S ocia lists t r y  
to  exp la in  to  the w orkers.

“ A  b ig  m achine in  the fa c to ry  
cannot be long to  one w o rk e r as 
you r sm a ll sew ing m achine be­
longs to  you. B u t i t  can belong 
to  a ll the w orkers , o r to  a w o rk ­
ers’ sta te . Then every m odern im ­
provem ent in  m ach ine ry  instead 
o f s t r ik in g  te r ro r  in  the  h e a rt o f 
a w o rk e r would be welcomed be­
cause i t  w ould ease th e ir  la bo r 
ju s t  as yo u r l i t t le  m achines do a t 
home.”

M rs. S m ith  was q u ite  amazed. 
The com parison o f m achines in  
the  fa c to ry  and a t home had 
ev ide n tly  never occurred to  her. 
Then she sad ly  shook her head. 
" I t  sounds r ig h t,  b u t m ach inery 
belongs to  the bosses and they 
w ou ld  never p e rm it w o rkers  to 
use i t  th a t w ay .”

“ W e ll,”  was m y answer, “ the 
w o rke rs  in  Russia succeeded in  
g e ttin g  a ll the fac to ries  and m ines 
and tra n sp o rta tio n  in  th e ir  hands. 
T rue i t  d id  n o t w o rk  ou t as i t  
should have because w o rke rs  o f 
o the r countries d id  n o t fo llo w  
th e ir  example. A lso  in  Russia the 
w o rke rs  were unable to  stop a 
bureaucracy fro m  g rabb ing  power 
aw ay fro m  them . B u t the revo lu ­
tio n  in  Russia proved i t  can be 
done and the experience o f the 
w o rkers  the re  w i l l  teach the 
w o rke rs  o f the whole w o rld  how 
to  avoid the  m istakes made in  
Russia.”

The m achines have ta u g h t the 
w o rke rs  a g re a t deal. Because o f 
la rge  m achines thousands o f 
w o rke rs  g a th e r in  one fa c to ry , 
they lea rn  to  organize in to  trade  
unions to  p ro te c t th e ir  r ig h ts  
aga inst the greedy ca p ita lis t. B u t 
w h ile  trade  un ion ism  is  th e  f ir s t  
step to help the w o rke r, i t  cannot 
solve the unem ployed prob lem  and 
m any o th e r problem s, such as 
crises and w a r. O n ly  ow nersh ip o f 
the m achines by  the  W orke rs ’ 
S ta te  w i l l  assure fo r  the  w o rk e r 
secu rity  o f w o rk  and le isure. To 
achieve th a t ta s k  is  the  w o rk  o f 
the S oc ia lis t W o rke rs  P a rty .

A dve rtisem e n t
W A N T E D — M an to  share m odem  

bachelor a p a rtm en t in  G reen­
w ic h  V illage . A l l  im provem ents. 
$20.00 a m onth . C a ll: COlum bus 
5-9525.

"Y ou th  A re  N o t 
Interested in  
P o litics  ”  . . .

by  H A R R Y  F R A N K E L

In  a recent fo ru m , one p o lit ic a l spokesm an fo r  
the c a p ita lis t class emphasized the fa c t  th a t the 
you th  do n o t seem to  be a ttra c te d  to  “ p o lit ic s .”  
B y  “ p o lit ic s ”  he m eant the  g rim e  and f i l t h  o f the 
A m erican  tw o  p a r ty  system . The m onths and 
years to come w il l  prove th a t th is  speaker under­
stands ve ry  l i t t le  o f e ith e r the  yo u th  o r  po litics . 
H is  m is ta ke  is  th a t he tr ie s  to  l im it  the  choice 
o f the y o u th  to  h is ow n d ir ty  p ig  pen. B u t no such 
lim ita t io n  is possible. The deepening o f the  w o rld  
cris is  w i l l  a t t ra c t  the y o u th  m ore and m ore to  the 
po litics  o f the  w o rk in g  class.

F o r  eleven years the y o u th  o f A m e rica  has 
served as the p i t i fu l  and p a tie n t w h ip p in g  boy fo r  
A m erican  cap ita lism . The w o rs t sweat w o rk , the 
m ost unce rta in  jobs, the odds and ends, the  scraps 
and leavings fro m  the  m eager tab le  o f the  re s t o f 
the w o rk in g  class w e n t to  the  youngsters.

The figu res on th is  to p ic  a re  a lw ays s ta rt lin g . 
S ix  o r seven m illio n  young  people w ith o u t steady 
em ploym ent o f any sort. M illio n s  o f  sons and 
daughte rs  o f p a in fu lly  im poverished w o rk in g  
class fam ilies . E v e ry  yea r m ore than  500,000 
new re c ru its  fo r  a  g ro w in g  a rm y  o f hopelessness 
po u r fro m  the schools and tenem ents. H undreds 
o f thousands who bum  th e ir  w a y  fro m  to w n  to  
tow n. I t  is  as though th is  whole genera tion  were 
suddenly c u t o ff by  some huge b la n k  w a ll fro m  
every p o s s ib ility  o f p roduc tive  la b o r fo r  its e lf  
and fo r  society.

The new w o rld  w a r comes as a  f i t t in g  c lim a x  to  
th is . The y o u th  are to  be to m  to  b its  b y  some 
h ig h  explosive she ll th a t the y  never even g o t a 
chance to  m anufacture . In  huge qu an tities , A m e r­
ic a ’s m ost precious n a tu ra l resource w i l l  soon be 
shipped o ff and floa ted across the  w a te r lik e  logs 
to  a saw m ill. C ap ita lism  can no lo ng e r m ake a 
p ro fit  ou t o f ou r w o rk , b u t i t  can m ake one o u t o f 
ou r death.

Even now  the re  are s t i l l  those fon d  paren ts 
who delude themselves w ith  the  hope th a t  in  a 
broken t r ig g e r  f in g e r o r in  c u ltiva te d  f la t  fe e t 
lies the  hope fo r  th e ir  son’s sa fe ty . The lam e and 
the cripp led  are those accounted the  m ost fo r ­
tunate  today. B u t w h a t are the prospects fo r  
those w ho are able to  avo id the  b a ttle fie ld  
fo r  a w h ile  and ra ise themselves on the bodies o f 
the w a r dead to  a jo b  in  A m e ric a ’s fac to rie s?  
H ere  again, the  y o u th  o f th is  c o u n try  can see 
th e ir  fa te  c le a rly  p ic tu re d  in  the European na­
tions.

What Happened to Youth 
in England

W hen the  w a r broke ou t, w eek ly  hours leaped 
to 60 and over fo r  boys and g ir ls  in  E n g lish  in ­
du s try . Since th a t  tim e, hours have been s ta b il­
ized a t 57 per week fo r  ch ild re n  under 16 and 18 
years o f age, acco rd ing  to  the  recent re p o rt o f 
the B r it is h  Home Office as re la ted in  the  M an ­
chester G uard ian. N ig h t  w o rk  fo r  g ir ls , n o t so 
long  ago the m ost ins id ious enem y o f  B r it is h  w o­
m anhood accord ing to  budd ing young o ra to rs  fo r  
the  L ib e ra l P a rty , has been restored. T h is  is  go­
in g  on in  the land o f the m ost advanced and 
deeply rooted socia l le g is la tio n  in  the  c a p ita lis t 
w o rld . The F ac to ries  A c t  has n o t been repealed. 
I ts  v ita l prov is ions a re  s im p ly  se t aside by  pe r­
m its  fro m  the Hom e Office.

In  the years when y o u th fu l B r it is h  cap ita lism  
was p il in g  up the surp lus o f w e a lth  w h ich  gave 
i t  w o rld  dom ination , the  m ost b ru ta l e xp lo ita tion  
o f ch ild  and y o u th fu l la bo r was the  ru le. S tories 
o f ch ild ren  d riven  h a lf  naked w ith  cu ffs  and 
blows to  the fac to rie s  o n ly  to  f a l l  asleep a t the 
loom  were o fte n  uncovered by  in v e s tig a tin g  com ­
m issions. Now , in  its  la s t years, E ng lish  im p e r­
ia lis t  ru le  props its e lf  up  on the same supports. 
The on ly  d iffe rence is  th a t  the  L ib e ra l P a r ty  
o ra to rs  say n o th in g  today, w h ile  the  L a b o r P a r ty  
o ra to rs  have entered the  governm ent and d ire c t 
th e ir  rebukes to u n p a tr io t ic  ch ild re n !

T h is  is the  fu tu re  th a t  A m e rica ’s y o u th  are 
offered by the  bosses. W hen a w o rld  s la ug h te r 
a t la s t m akes jobs ava ilab le , th e y  w i l l  be jobs a t 
lo w  wages and lo ng  hours— fo r  some o f us. F o r 
the  v a s t m a jo r ity  o f us the  d ra ft  m achine is  a l­
ready prepared to  push us between the  g r in d in g  
m ills tones o f the W estern  F ro n t.

Do the fo ru m  le c tu re rs  and the  bosses’ apol­
og is ts  re a lly  believe th a t the  y o u th  w i l l  go 
th rou gh  a ll th is  w ith o u t go ing in to  “ p o lit ic s ” ?
W e know  be tte r. W e know  th a t  the  day is no t 
fa r  aw ay when the  young  unem ployed and 
young w o rke rs  w i l l  find  th e ir  w ay  to  the  p o li­
tics  th a t w i l l  sweep fro m  the  e a rth  the  system  
w h ich  has caused them  so m uch su ffe ring . 
They w il l  f ind  the  leadership fo r  th is  ta sk  no t 
in  the  “ p o lit ic s ”  o f the  tw o  boss pa rties, b u t 
in  the  p a r ty  o f w o rk in g  class revo lu tion— the 
S oc ia lis t W orkers  P a rty .

TWO GOOD WAR STORIES
J. W alden, m em ber o f the U n ite d  A u to  W o rk ­

ers U n ion , reca lls  tw o  good w a r stories, w h ich  
a rc  now go ing  the rounds o f the labo r press: 

D u r in g  the w a r the  coal m iners in  W ales w en t 
on s tr ik e  fo r  m ore pay. A f te r  several weeks 
L loyd  George was sent to  se ttle  the  s tr ik e  be­
cause o f h is experience in  fo o lin g  w orke rs . He 
made a long speech abou t th e ir  p a tr io t ic  d u ty  to  
w o rk  long hours fo r  sh o rt wages. W hen the 
m iners rem ained g r im ly  s ilen t, he shouted: “ H o w  
w ou ld  you  lik e  to  m ine coal fo r  the  K a is e r? ”

A  l i t t le  W elsh m in e r stood up and asked: “ H ow  
m uch does the K a ise r pay fo r  m in in g  co a l? ”  

N e x t day the s tr ik e  was settled.
*  *  *

In  Scotland a  fo rem an was t r y in g  to  scare a 
w o rk e r in to  go ing  to  w a r  by  te ll in g  h im  a G er­
m an w ou ld  come ove r and take  his home and jo b : 

The w o rk e r said: “ I f  an y  G erm an w a n ts  to  pay 
re n t on  the  shack I  liv e  in  and w o rk  lik e  a  m ule 
fo r  you on th is  cheap job, he d o n 't have to  f ig h t 
me, a l l  he has to  do is  te ll me.”
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N. Y. Cops and the Christian Front
B y  S A M  M A R C Y

Taking the stand in defense of his fascist activities, John 
Cassidy, New York leader o f the “ Christian Front,”  has ad­
mitted in Federal Court that he had more than 500 police in 
his organization in the single borough of Brooklyn alone.

This must have come as a severe shock to workers and 
anti-fascists in New York. Many of them must have recalled 
that Mayor La Guardia had ordered an investigation into the 
police department with regard to membership in the “ Christian
Front”  and that the investiga-<|> 
tion supposedly revealed that 
only about 400 police in the 
entire city had at “ one time 
belonged”  but now about 27 
were still in its ranks. The 
mayor has done nothing about 
these fascist cops.

The mayor’s reaction to
Cassidy’s revelation was con­
fined to  a s ta tem ent th a t:  “ We 
m ust no t be m isled by  subversive 
o rgan iza tions o r  any o th e r ac­
tions seeking to  d iv ide  ou r people. 
Those c rea ting  ha tred am ong the 
races and re lig ions  are n o t loya l 
to  th is  cou n try .”  Such fine m ora l­
iz in g  w il l  no t d rive  the fasc is ts  
back one inch ! The thousands o f 
w o rke rs  who voted fo r  L a  G uar­
d ia  on the La bo r P a r ty  t ic k e t 
expected som eth ing m ore than  
m ere serm ons!

T h is  a tt itu d e  on the p a r t o f La  
G ua rd ia  is  in  sharp  con tra s t to  the 
one he takes whenever organized 
la bo r goes on s tr ike . He showed 
i t  in  his f ig h t aga inst the  e ffo r t 
o f the T ransp o rt W orke rs  U n ion 
to preserve th e ir  r ig h ts  when the 
c ity  assumed opera tion o f the 
subways.

W H Y  SO M A N Y  COPS 
J O IN E D  T H E  FA S C IS TS

Asked by  the prosecution w h y  
such a huge num ber o f police had 
jo ined h is organ iza tion  Cassidy 
replied th a t  they jo ined because 
the y  were fe a rfu l o f th e ir  jobs 
and fo r  economic secu rity  and 
because “ com m unists were t r y ­
in g  to  sm ear them .”

I t  is, however, a no torious fa c t 
th a t the  N ew  Y o rk  cops are 
am ong the h ighest pa id in  A m e r­
ica th a t they are provided w ith  
pensions, vacations, and a ll sorts 
o f e x tra  services. L a  G uard ia ’s 
economy axe w h ich  has cu t so 
deeply in to  the liv in g  standards 
o f poor c iv il servants, has le f t  
e n tire ly  in ta c t the  police depa rt­
m ent.

vVhy, then, d id  so m any police 
re a lly  jo in  the fasc is t "C h ris tia n  
F ro n t? ”  The answer has been 
given in  preceding a rtic les  in  the 
S oc ia lis t Appeal. I t  is  w o rth  re­
pea ting  in  b rie f.

D u rin g  the  so-called era o f 
p rospe rity , g ra f t  and co rru p tio n  
flourished in  the c ity . I t  fed a 
con s tan tly  g ro w in g  ne tw o rk  o f 
racketeers, gangsters and a ll 
sorts o f underw orld  elements. B u t 
w ith  the com ing o f the  c ris is  i t  
had to  be e lim ina ted  as a measure 
o f economy. The L a  G uard ia  ad­
m in is tra tio n  made i t  its  ta s k  to 
‘cleanse”  the c ity . Everyone knew 
o f the inseparable connection be­
tween the underw orld  and the 
p o l i c e  depa rtm en t; b u t to 
"cleanse”  the la t te r  pub lic ly  
w ou ld  d isc red it in  the eyes o f the 
masses the "fo rces  o f la w  and 
o rder.” '

Hence a d iffe re n t m ethod was 
used— the m ethod o f a t tr it io n , 
q u ie t dism issals, res igna tion  and 
re tire m en t. The police fo rce  be­
came ve ry  j i t t e r y  w ith  every new 
expose o f the c r im in a l under­
w orld . A  wave o f suicides in  the 
fo rce  to ta lled  m ore tha n  100. 
W ith  such a mood p re va ilin g  
am ong the police, some one was 
bound to take  up th e ir  defense. 
The C ough lin  - C u rran  - Cassidy 
fasc is ts  had th e ir  connections 
w ith  the cops. They knew  th e ir  
sentim ents, and fears. They took 
up the cudgels fo r  them . B u t 
they  could n o t defend th e ir  case 
on the m erits . Hence the insidious 
cam paign o f a “ Jew ish p lo t,”  
"persecu ting  C a tho lic  policem en,”  
etc.

C H R IS T IA N  F R O N T  IS  
N O T  O N T R IA L

A  g re a t m any w o rke rs  are un­
der the im pression th a t the t r ia l  
o f  the 14 “ F ro n tis ts ”  in  B ro o k lyn  
Federa l C ourt is  a prosecution of 
the  C h ris tian  F ro n t as an o rgan ­
iza tion . N o g re a te r illu s io n  could 
be had on th a t score. The C h ris ­
t ia n  F ro n t is no t under in d ic t­
m en t and is  n o t on tr ia l.  The 
crim e w ith  w h ich  the defendants 
are charged is n o t th a t  o f  being 
fascists, o r  pu rveyo rs  o f a n ti-  
Sem itism , o r o f o rgan izers o f as­
sau lts  upon w o rke rs  and th e ir  
o rgan iza tion . A s a m a tte r  o f fac t.

Join the Sociaiist 
Workers Party

h o s t ility  to  the w o rk in g  class, its  
mass organ izations, its  press, and 
the spreading o f the m ost v iru ­
le n t a n ti- la b o r propaganda, unde’  
the m ask o f "defend ing the U n ­
ited  S tates aga inst the Red”  is 
the  p r im a ry  defense upon w h ich  
the fasc is t defendants re ly — and 
is conceded to  be a v ir tu e  by the 
prosecution as w e ll as the defense!

There is n o t the s lig h te s t rea­
son to  believe th a t the ca p ita lis t 
governm ent cracked down on 
•these 14 fasc is ts  because i t  w a n t­
ed to f ig h t fascism . The t r ia l  was 
staged no t as a p a r t o f a s trugg le  
aga inst fascism , b u t as p a rt o f a 
un ified scheme carried  ou t jo in t ly  
by the F B I and the "a n t i- t ru s t ”  
D iv is ion  o f the Justice D e pa rt­
m ent, as a supplem ent to  th e ir  
moves aga inst the trade  unions. 
The t r ia l was conceived to  g ive 
the  appearance th a t the govern­
m en t was f ig h tin g  both aga inst 
the “ le f t  and the r ig h t.”

B u t even th is  sm all sacrifice 
seems to  be too much fo r  the cap­
i ta l is t  governm ent. As the course 
o f the whole t r ia l  nears its  con­
clusion i t  becomes evident th a t 
the whole case is being converted 
in to  a farce.

The so-called conspiracy to 
"o ve rth ro w  the governm ent”  is 
be ing sh ifted  e n tire ly  on the 
shoulders o f one man, B ishop, a 
re la tiv e ly  in s ig n ifica n t figu re , who 
is being made the scape-goat 
w h ile  the rea l leader o f the 
“ C h ris tia n  F ro n t,”  Cassidy, is  
made ex trem e ly  inconspicuous.

A ll o f the ju ro rs  who are to  
t r y  these defendants are residents 
o f B rook lyn , where the  C h ris tian  
F ro n t has the g rea test num ber 
o f members and is considerably 
aided by  the C a tho lic  h ie ra rchy  
o f the B ro o k lyn  Diocese, whose 
organ, the “ T ab le t,”  has peen 
cons is ten tly  ta k in g  the side o f the 
defendants. The defense consists 
o f ve ry  able and experienced 
C a tho lic  a tto rneys, one o f whom  
has been decorated by  the Pope. 
H a ro ld  M cKennedy, the prosecu­
to r, is also a Catholic. The C a th ­
o lic  H ie ra rc h y  o f N ew  Y o rk  has 
to  date fa iled  to express its e lf  on 
the  tr ia ls .

In  a ll p ro b a b ility , some o f the 
defendants w i l l  be acquitted , l ig h t  
sentences imposed on the others, 
w h ile  the  scape-goat B ishop bears 
the b ru n t o f a tta ck . A nd  the 
C h ris tia n  F ro n t w i l l  go r ig h t  on.

The lesson o f the  C h ris tian  
F ro n t T r ia l is th a t on ly  the 
w o rk in g  class, led by a m il ita n t 
re vo lu tio n a ry  p a rty , can suc­
cessfu lly f ig h t fascism .
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Enslaving 
Latin America

General George C. Marshall, A rm y Chief of 
Staff, has made very clear to us why Roosevelt 
wants authority from Congress to call the Na­
tional Guard to active service at any time. W ith in  
the next month or two, the general said Tues­
day, it is likely that American troops w ill be sent 
to other parts of this hemisphere to destroy 
“ fifth  columnists.”

E llio tt Roosevelt, the president’s son, in a 
speech last Friday, May 31, at Athens, Texas, 
explained what “ fifth  columnists”  are in Latin 
America. I t  boiled down to the fact that the 
leaders of the Mexican government have been 
scorning close cooperation with the United 
States.

“ The time has come,”  he concluded, “ for the 
people of Texas to educate the citizens of other 
States that we take adequate measures to make 
sure that Mexico shall remain a friendly nation 
and that she does not pay mere lip service to that 
friendship.”

In a word, any Latin American nation which 
doesn’t do what it is told by the United States is 
a “ fifth  columnist.”  And it had better do what it 
is told w ith in the month’s deadline laid down by 
General Marshall.

A ll previous moves by Yankee imperialism to 
subjugate its weaker neighbors pale into insigni­
ficance beside the present drive. A ll the resources 
of the hemisphere— and its manpower— are to 
be dragooned into the service o f Washington. 
Any resistance w ill lie labelled “ fifth  column.”

A ll this, of course, in the name o f the “ war 
for democracy” !

Jehovah's Witnesses
The United States Supreme Court, in all its 

august majesty, has decided that the children of 
families belonging to a Christian religious sect, 
Jehovah’s Witnesses, cannot go to public school. 
For this sect has as one of its tenets that no 
human should worship— that’s what a salute is— 
a man-made thing, such as a flag. And the security 
o f the country demands that the flag be saluted 
by all school-children.

In half a dozen cities of Texas and other 
places, adherents of this sect have been victims 
o f Legionnaire mob violence in these days of 
war hysteria. For these Christians hold to the 
amazing doctrine that thou shalt not kill.

The action o f court and mob against these 
pathetic believers is but a faint harbinger of the 
forces which government and bosses w ill at­
tempt to let loose against the labor movement 
when, inevitably, the needs and rights of the 
workers come into conflict w ith the all-devouring 
needs of the war machine.

Stalinist Duplicity
A s long as S ta lin ’s a lliance w ith  H it le r  continues, 

the p ro -A lly  Roosevelt governm ent w i l l  continue to  
persecute the C om m unist p a rty . P ro te s tin g  aga inst 
the blows aimed a t them , the S ta lin is t leaders seek to  
secure suppo rt by asse rting  th a t they are the  a n t i­
w a r p a r ty  and are being persecuted fo r  th a t reason. 
A nd  since genuine m ilita n ts  in  the trade  unions, and 
even re lig ious pacifis ts, are be ing persecuted by the 
governm ent, the c la im  o f the S ta lins ts  has a surface 
p la u s ib ility — u n t il one exam ines th e ir  unprinc ip led  
role in  the trade  unions.

A n y  w o rke rs ’ o rgan iza tion  w h ich  is genu ine ly  a n ti­
w ar, genu ine ly  f ig h tin g  fo r  the w o rke rs  aga inst the 
bosses and th e ir  governm ent, w ou ld— as a  m in im um  
— oppose the “ defense”  p rog ram  and its  an ti- la b o r 
consequences and oppose the co llabora tion  o f labo r 
leaders on the defense boards. Y e t here is the te x t  o f 
a te legram  sent on M ay  19 to  Roosevelt by the S ta lin ­
is t leadership o f the N a tio n a l M a ritim e  U n ion :

“ The N a tion a l M a ritim e  U n ion  w ants  to  m ake clear 
th a t its  m embers and leaders are lo ya l Am ericans and 
as such are opposed to  invo lvem en t in  European wars.

“ W e rea ffirm  Our suppo rt o f our governm ent in 
b u ild in g  the  na tiona l defense so th a t the  A m erican  
people w il l  be assured o f adequate p ro tec tion  o f our 
A m erican  dem ocracy and A m erican  in s titu tio n s .

"O u r union, its  leaders and members, support th is  
program , b u t in  order to  insure  its  fu lf il lm e n t labo r 
m ust, because o f its  im portance, be represented on 
a ll boards and commissions dealing w ith  com ple tion 
o f th is  defense program . A ll p ro tec tive  labo r and so­
c ia l le g is la tio n  m us t be guaranteed.”

T h is  ro tten , c lass-co llabora tion is t te legram  was 
p rin ted  in  the D a ily  W orke r, M ay 21, w ith o u t a w ord  
o f com m ent. N a tu ra lly , since i t  was probably w r itte n , 
no t by fa t-head Joe C u rran  who signed it ,  b u t by one 
o f h is chiefs a t S ta lin is t headquarters.

A n o th e r exam ple: read the S ta lin is t press on the 
SWOC convention. Lew is ’ lieu tenan t, M u rra y , ra m ­
med down the delegates’ th ro a ts  the m ost reac tiona ry  
p ro -w a r reso lu tion y e t presented to  any CIO  union. 
B u t there  w asn’t  a peep fro m  the "a n t i-w a r”  S ta lin ­
ists.

A n o th e r exam ple: John L. L e w is ’ speech a t the 
A m algam ated  C lo th in g  W orke rs  convention. T ha t 
was the occasion when Lew is h a s tily  dropped a ll his 
previous an ti-R ooseve lt and a n ti-w a r ta lk , and spoke 
as w h a t he is— a labo r lieu te nan t o f the c a p ita lis t 
class. A m ong the fo u le r th in gs  he said was:

“ I t  is pu b lic ly  know n  th a t labo r is fu l ly  in  accord 
w ith  the necessity fo r  na tiona l defense. . . .

“ I f  the cou n try  w a n ts  the  cooperation o f la bo r to  
do the  w o rk  o f p re pa ring  fo r  w a r, and in  the  event o f 
w a r to  do the necessary dy in g  in  the w a r, w h a t is 
w ro ng  w ith  a l i t t le  cooperation on po lic ies ?

“ Even im p e ria l Eng land had to  come to  it ,  and 
su re ly  dem ocra tic  A m erica  can g ive la b o r adequate 
representa tion .”

W h a t im p e ria l Eng land came to, in  sugar-coa ting  
its  ru th less d ic ta to rsh ip  w ith  a  few  "L a b o r”  stooges, 
the S ta lin is ts  knew  ve ry  w e ll. B u t th is  was John L. 
Lew is ta lk in g , the S ta lin is ts  are c ra w lin g  on th e ir  
be llies before h im , and so you w i l l  find  n o t a w ord  o f 
c r it ic is m  o f L e w is ’ speech in  the S ta lin is t press.

A n o th e r exam ple: the s tr ik e  o f the  sh ipya rd  w o rk ­
ers in  K earny, New  Jersey. They were d riven  back to  
w o rk  em pty-handed by the C IO  leadership, in  the 
nam e o f the  "defense”  p rogram . A m ong the  skates 
w ho signed the s ta tem ent to  the  press, sending them  
back fo r  p a tr io t ic  reasons, was the S ta lin is t, Leonard 
G oldsm ith, Jersey C IO  secretary. A nd  no t a w ord 
o f c r it ic is m  in  the S ta lin is t press.

A n o th e r exam ple: the fu t i le  appeal o f the U n ited  
A u to  W orke rs  leadership to  Roosevelt, to  in tervene to  
p reven t a s tr ike , in  the  name o f p a trio tism . Thereby 
the  U A W  leadership p u t the GM w orkers  in  the same 
tra p  as the sh ipya rd  w o rke rs  were pushed in to . B u t 
n o t a w o rd  o f c r it ic is m  fro m  the S ta lin is ts , fo r  they 
are hand in  g love w ith  the U A W  offic ia ls in  th is  
c a p itu la to ry  move.

The C om m unist p a r ty  an a n ti-w a r p a r ty ?  The 
C om m unist p a r ty  defending the w o rke rs  aga inst the 
a n ti- la b o r consequences o f the “ defense”  p rog ram ? 
The record te lls  the opposite s tory.

The Apex Case
W e are so rry , b u t we can’t  share the op tim ism  o f 

the  CIO  leadership about the  m eaning o f the U.S. 
Supreme C ourt's  decision in  the A pex case on M ay  27.

The c o u rt held th a t  the  actions o f Loca l 1 o f the 
A m erican  Federa tion  o f H osiery W orke rs  in  th is  p a r­
t ic u la r  instance— a s it-dow n s tr ik e  aga inst the A pex 
Com pany— were no t in  v io la tio n  o f the Sherm an “ an­
t i- t r u s t ”  A c t. The cou rt decided th a t  no substan tia l 
evidence had been presented th a t  the union res tric ted  
com m ercia l com petition  in  c a rry in g  ou t the s tr ike .

B U T  the c o u rt m a jo r ity  o f s ix  jo ined w ith  the m in ­
o r i ty  o f three in sharp a ffirm a tio n  o f the a p p lic a b ility  
o f the Sherm an A c t to  labo r unions— and th a t is the 
rea l po in t a t issue. T h is  ve ry  Apex decision m ay be 
the basis o f fa r-re a ch in g  judgm ents  aga inst unions in 
fo rth co m in g  cases.

Even in  th is  p a r tic u la r  instance the union involved 
w il l  in  a ll p ro b a b ility  be s tru c k  serious blows by the 
courts. F o r the  Supreme C o u rt decision declared the 
un ion's actions en titled  the com pany to  damages un­
der the s ta te  law s and as m uch as urged the com pany 
to  file  s u it fo r  damages in  the sta te courts . W here­
upon the com pany a tto rn e y  announced he w ould im ­
m ed ia te ly  file  s u it fo r  damages in  the Pennsylvania 
courts.

In  the l ig h t  o f these facts, i t  is  a  l i t t le  ha rd  to  
understand w h y  Lee Pressman, CIO  general counsel, 
called the  decision “ a notable v ic to ry .”  Even m ore 
d iff ic u lt  to understand is the  fa n ta s tic  assertion by 
Isadore K a tz , the  H os ie ry  W orke rs  la w ye r, th a t  “ Th is 
decision means th a t the th re a t o f the  Sherm an A c t 
aga inst labo r unions in  s tr ik e  cases has been re ­
m oved.”

The decision does no th in g  o f the k ind . Lou is S ta rk , 
labo r ed ito r o f the  N ew  Y o rk  T im es, was qu ite  r ig h t  
when he summed i t  up as: “ In  line  w ith  its  po licy  of 
32 years the cou rt ru led th a t the words o f the a n ti­
t ru s t  ac t ‘do embrace to  some ex te n t and in  some c ir ­
cumstances labo r unions and th e ir  a c tiv itie s ’.”  T h a t ’s 
w h a t the judges said, and th a t ’s w h a t the y  in tend  to  
do. E m p ty  boasting doesn’t  help labo r; w h a t is more, 
i t  m ay lu ll labo r in to  illu s o ry  security , leav ing  the 
unions defenseless w hen the cou rts  crack down.

Gestapo Seizes Our Comrades 
In the Occupied Countries

O ur Germ an comrades have been h a rd -h it by 
the advance o f the Nazi w a r machine. N o rw ay, 
B e lg ium , H o lland— these were centers fro m  
w h ich ou r comrades were able to  operate. They 
owed l i t t le  thanks  fo r  th a t to  the governm ents o f 
these “ democracies,”  w h ich  made life  m iserable 
fo r  the Germ an refugees and, above a ll, fo r  the 
re vo lu tio n a ry  refugees. A lm o s t in v a ria b ly  ou r 
comrades had to  operate in  these countries under 
ille g a l conditions, concealing th e ir  id e n tity .

W hen the N azis came in, the  Gestapo dem­
onstra ted its  dread efficiency. I ts  stoo l pigeons 
appear to  have had prepared lis ts  o f an ti-N a z i 
Germans. In  add ition , however, they  seem to  have 
seized every G erm an the y  could find . L e t us hope 
th a t ou r comrades were seized p r im a r ily  in  the  
general d ragne t and the Gestapo doesn’t  know  
ju s t whom  they have. Because o f th is  hoped-for 
p o ss ib ility  i t  is necessary to conceal the names 
and num ber o f comrades who were in  those coun­
tries . A ll comrades and frien ds  please take  note.

French Trotskyists Sent to Prison 
by the " Democratic"  Government

The F rench press reports  th a t nine T ro ts k y is ts  
who were arrested on the 13th o f F ebruary , were 
b ro ug h t before the 2nd m il i ta ry  tr ib u n a l p re­
sided over by Colonel Jammes on M ay 7th.

The fo llo w in g  sentences were passed, fo r  "a c t i­
v itie s  o f a na tu re  to  h inder n a tion a l defense” :

Charles M A R G N E , post office employee, 5 
years prison, 5,000 f r .  fine ; P ie rre  BO USSEL, post 
office employee, 3 years prison, 1,000 f r .  fine ; 
B runo  N A R D IN O , student, 3 years prison, 2,000 
fr .  fine ; M a rie  COSTE, post office employee, 3 
years prison, 2,000 fr .  fine ; M in e ille  F O IR IE R , 
teacher o f physica l cu ltu re , 2 years prison, 1,000 
f r .  fine ; Suzanne S IM K H O V IT C H , stenographer, 
5 years prison, w ith  reprieve ; Jerzy M IL N Y -  
N A R Z , ta ilo r, 3 years prison, 100 f r .  fine, w ith  
reprieve ; A ndre  CORSET, s tudent, 3 years p ris ­
on, 200 f r .  fine ; M aurice  G U IG N E T , tu rn e r, 3 
years prison w ith  reprieve, 1,000 f r .  fine.

Repressions, A m erican  apolog ists fo r  the A l­
lies have said, are being directed o n ly  aga inst 
Russia’s agents. T h is  la te s t repo rt, coupled w ith  
recent prosecutions o f leaders o f the PSOP—  
S ocia lis t P a rty  o f W orkers  and Peasants— show 
w h a t a fraud  these apologies are. F rench "dem oc­
ra cy ”  fe roc ious ly  persecutes a ll m il ita n t  w orkers.

Canada Outlaws " Communism"; 
Our Comrades Fight On

A  Canadian comrade has sent some c lipp ings 
show ing the leng ths to  w h ich  the w a r-tim e  d ic ­
ta to rsh ip  in  Canada has a lready gone. Dated fro m  
O ttaw a, M ay 15th, one a rtic le  sta tes:

“ Com m unism  came beyond the  pale o f the  law  
th rou gh ou t Canada today. . . .

“ U nde r the broad powers o f the W a rtim e  De­
fense o f Canada regu la tions, M r. Justice E. R. E. 
C hevrie r o f the O n ta rio  Supreme C ourt declared 
fo rm a lly  th a t the  C om m unist P a r ty  o f Canada is 
an ille g a l o rgan iza tion . . . .

“ The reg u la tion  provides th a t once an o rgan­
iza tion  has in  such m anner been declared illega l, 
n o t on ly  are a ll persons con tinu ing  as members 
o r officers deemed g u ilty  o f an offense aga ins t 
the regu la tions, b u t anybody advoca ting  o r de­
fend ing  the acts, p rinc ip les  and policies o f such 
an o rgan iza tion  is also g u ilty .

“ The ban on Com m unism  fo llow ed convic tion  
and im prisonm en t o f three O tta w a  men on in ­
d ic tm ents  cha rg ing  pu b lica tio n  and c ircu la tio n  
o f a n ti-w a r pam phlets tend ing  to  pre jud ice the 
sa fe ty  o f the sta te  and e ffic ien t prosecution o f 
the w a r."

The S oc ia lis t W orke rs  League o f Canada, sec­
tion  o f the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l, was unable to 
ge t a p r in te r  to publish its  paper fro m  the ve ry  
f irs t  day o f the w a r, and has been fu n c tio n in g  
on an illeg a l basis since then. But, despite a ll 
obstacles, they f ig h t on.

Uruguay Adherents of 4th Inter­
national Support Stand of SWP

A  le tte r  sent to  the  E m ergency Conference 
o f the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l fro m  U ru gu ay  
states:

“ . . . On the fundam enta l questions o f the 
present h is to r ic  cris is  and the cha rac te r o f the 
Soviet U n ion we are in  agreem ent w ith  the 
theses o f the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l.

“ Since the founda tion  o f ou r group th is  has 
been ou r adopted position.

"C onsequently we are fo r  the  uncond itiona l 
defense o f the  U.S.S.R, O ur position  is no t the 
resu lt o f a m echanical acceptance o f the  thesis 
b u t the p roduct o f ou r convic tions a f te r  a 
s tudy  o f the thesis and eve ry th in g  w r it te n  
since on the sub ject by Comrade L  D. T ro tsky , 
and by others w ho oppose th is  v iew . . . .”

B lack Colonials 
C a ll On B ritis h  
Masses to R evolt

The fo llo w in g  m an ifesto  was issued by the  In ­
te rn a tio n a l A fr ic a n  Service B ureau, the  W est A f ­
rican  Y ou th  League, the C o lon ia l Seamen’s Asso­
c ia tion  and the K ik u y u  C entra l Associa tion (E as t 
A fr ic a )  to  the  B r it is h  w o rkers  on M ay D ay:
A m id  the tragedies o f w a r when the Im p e ria lis t 

classes o f the G reat Powers are in it ia t in g  the  com­
mon peoples— w h ite , b lack, brown and ye llow — in  
ha tred aga ins t one another, we send on beha lf o f the 
to il in g  masses o f the C o lon ia l E m p ire  fra te rn a l g ree t­
ings o f In te rn a tio n a l S o lid a rity  to  the B r it is h  W o rk ­
ers.

We A fr ic a n s  and peoples o f A fr ic a n  descent, the 
v ic tim s  o f Im p e r ia lis t exp lo ita tio n  and oppression de­
nounce the be llige ren ts  in  bo th  camps.

W e have no t fo rg o tte n  the sham efu l be tra ya l o f 
A byss in ia— a  conquest carried  ou t w ith  the conni­
vance o f so-called dem ocra tic  F rance and B r ita in . 
N e ith e r are we deceived by the h yp o c ritic a l decla ra­
tions  o f statesm en abou t “ defense o f sm a ll na tions 
and in te rn a tio n a l la w .”

W e p u b lic ly  proc la im  th a t th is  w a r, lik e  the last, is 
n o t being fo u g h t fo r  the  em ancipation o f La bo r fro m  
the yoke o f C ap ita l, b u t fo r  Im p e ria lis t a im s— colo­
nies, m arke ts  and sources o f raw  m a te ria ls— iron  ore, 
o il, rubber, etc.

O ur pro foundest sym path ies go o u t to  the v ic tim s  
o f N az i aggression, b u t w h a t H it le r  is do ing today to  
c iv ilized  w h ite  peoples on the C on tinen t o f Europe is 
p rec ise ly  w h a t B r it is h  and F rench  and o th e r Im p e r­
ia lis ts  have been do ing to  the co lon ia l races o f 
A fr ic a  and A s ia  fo r  centuries.

Europe is today pay ing  the price fo r  the in jus tices 
com m itted  in  the past to  the so-called backw ard 
races o f the w o rld . I t  is  tim e  there fore, th a t  w h ite  
w o rke rs  rea lize th a t as long as the y  p e rm it th e ir  
ru le rs  to  enslave others, they themselves cannot be 
free.

The w o rke rs  o f B r ita in  w i l l  continue to  be dragged 
in to  w ars  u n t il such tim e  as they, in  u n ity  w ith  the 
colon ia l peoples, liqu ida te  the ev il system  o f Im p e ria l­
ism  (dem ocra tic  and fa sc is t a lik e ) and replace i t  by 
the Co-operative S oc ia lis t Com m onwealth, fro m  
w h ich  w a r  w i l l  be banished, and the good th in gs  o f 
life  produced fo r  the common benefit o f a l l— w h ite , 
b lack, brow n, ye llow .

G EORGE P A D M O R E , General Secretary, 
In te rn a tio n a l A fr ic a n  Service Bureau.
JO M O  K E N Y A T T A , General Secre tary, K i­
kuyu  C entra l A ssocia tion  (E as t A f r ic a ) .  
C H R IS  JO NES, C o lon ia l Seamen’s Associa­
tion .
W A L  D A N IE L S , W est A fr ic a n  Y ou th  
League.

Burnham Quits: Joins 
' I ntellectuals in Retreat'

“ La bo r A c tio n ,”  organ o f the pe tty -bourgeo is  oppo­
s it io n  w h ich  s p lit  in  A p r i l  fro m  ou r p a rty , re g re tfu lly  
notes th is  week th a t its  leader James B urnham  has 
severed a ll re la tions  w ith  h is group and re tire d  to  
p r iv a te  life . H a v in g  los t a ll confidence in  the s trugg le  
aga ins t cap ita lism  and the w a r, he sees, n o t socialism , 
b u t a new system  o f exp lo ita tion , “ m anageria l soci­
e ty ,”  as the ne x t probable stage o f society.

Thus ends B urn ha m ’s pan icky  f l ig h t  fro m  M arx ism . 
In  a docum ent published by his group in  A p r i l— ju s t  a 
few  weeks ago!— th is  leader o f the pe tty -bourgeo is  
opposition characterized ou r v iews as “ the p o lit ic s  o f 
desperation .”  H is  own p o lit ic a l o rb it  in  the  past nine 
m onths has resembled the desperate leap o f a suicide 
fro m  the top  o f a skyscraper. F rom  a con tes tan t to  
the  p o lit ic a l leadership o f the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l, he 
has become the v ic t im  o f u t te r  p ro s tra tion .

Should B urnham  p lan to  devote h im se lf to  the  s tudy 
o f ph ilosophy in  re tire m en t, he w i l l  f ind  an exce llent 
exam ple o f d ia le c tica l developm ent in  h is own evolu­
tio n  in to  his opposite.

B urnham  counterposed h im se lf to  us as an apostle 
o f idea l m o ra lity . “ I  judge a p o lit ic a l s tru g g le  m o ra lly  
as w e ll as p o lit ic a lly ,”  he w ro te  in  “ Science and S ty le .”  
B y  e ith e r s tandard  o r both, B urnham  now  stands con­
demned as a be tra ye r and exposed as a poseur and 
fa ls ifie r.

A t  every stage o f his s tru g g le  aga ins t the F o u rth  
In te rn a tio n a l, B urnham  pretended to  be w h a t he was 
no t and fa lse ly  accused his opponents o f his own 
crim es. W h ile  he g lib ly  accused T ro ts k y  o f h id in g  h is 
tru e  views and re fus ing  to  discuss the  m a in  issues in  
dispute, B urnham  h im se lf de libe ra te ly  w ith h e ld  his 
rea l v iews on the Russian and a ll o th e r questions, pre­
fe r r in g  to  take  cover behind Shachtm an’s less fu l ly  
developed fo rm u la tio ns . Such was his devotion to  
t ru th !

B urnham  cla im ed ju s t  the o th e r day to  be one o f 
“ the  best soldiers in  the a rm y  o f the th ird  cam p.”  He 
pretended to  lead his fo llow ers, especially, the  m is ­
guided you th , fo rw a rd  to  the f ig h t aga inst w a r and fo r  
Socialism , w h ile  he had los t fa ith  in  th a t f ig h t and 
was a c tu a lly  p re pa ring  to  q u it  it .  F in a lly , he w a ited  
u n t il he had tr ie d  to  in f l ic t  the  m ax im um  damage 
upon ou r p a rty , u n t il he had consum m ated a s p lit  in  
its  ranks and launched his ow n organ iza tion , before 
appris ing  anyone o f h is in te n tio n  to  desert.

In  o u r op in ion, the re  are no m ore appropria te  te rm s 
fo r  such con tem ptib le  behavior tha n  d u p lic ity , be­
tra y a l, cow ard ly  surrender. W h a t scu rvy  tr ic k s  th is  
a rch -m o ra lis t p layed upon a ll those w ho reposed con­
fidence in  h im !

One o f B u rn ha m ’s assertions a t least s t i l l  holds 
true . H is  brand o f m o ra lity , his po litics , his course, is 
n o t ours.

A s is th e ir  custom  in  these m a tte rs , B u rn ha m ’s co­
leaders o f “ the th ird  cam p”  tre a t his conduct as a 
pu re ly  in d iv id u a l aberra tion . B u rn ha m ’s ideas, they  
now adm it, on ly  rehash the old rea c tion a ry  a rg u ­
m ents o f o th e r " in te lle c tu a ls  in  re tre a t.”  B u t his co­
leaders shared and s t i l l  ho ld  to  B u rn h a m ’s p r in c ip a l 
differences w ith  the m ethods and p rog ram  o f the 
F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l. B urnham  was th e ir  rea l head, 
the a u th o r o f th e ir  theories and th e ir  documents. H is  
newest theories and his la te s t ac tion  on ly  d ra w  the 
fina l conclusions fro m  th e ir  opposition to  M a rx is t 
ideas and th e ir  b reak w ith  Bolshevism.

B u rn ha m ’s desertion is a w a rn in g  sign o f the dis­
in te g ra tio n  o f the pe tty -bourgeo is  opposition he head­
ed. To those o f h is fo rm e r fo llow e rs  w ho rem a in  con­
fiden t o f the w o rk e rs ’ capac ity  to  rea lize socia lism  un­
der the leadership o f Bolshevism , we say: A nsw er 
B u rn ha m ’s renegacy by re tu rn in g  to  the ideas and 
banner o f the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l.


