
Relief Officials Try to 
Force Jobless Into Arm y

In New Jersey on June 8 the State Relief Director, 
A rthur Mudd, ordered that relief be refused to single men 
eligible for service in the army.

Next day Howard L. Russell, Secretary of Assistance in 
Pennsylvania, advised local relief authorities that they 
could withhold relief from single men under 40 “ who have 
failed to take advantage of employment opportunities, in
cluding those offered by the expansion of the nation’s m il
itary forces.”

In Yonkers, New York, Mrs. Edith P. Welty, member of 
the City Common Council, announced the same day that 
she would ask opinions of corporation counsel “  on the 
legality of her plan to force eligible single men on relief to 
enlist.”

These people are not local crackpots. They are respon
sible officials. They are not acting without having reason to 
believe that their vicious press-gang plan has the tacit ap
proval of authorities higher up.

The reason for this press-gang move is not hard to find.
The army has been trying to drum up recruits to reach 

the figure o f 280,0(X) set in Congressional legislation last 
year. Last week the New York Times ( June 9) announced 
that with the recruiting drive at the halfway mark, “ New 
York, New Jersey and Delaware had enrolled considerably 
less than one-quarter o f their quota, while incomplete fig
ures from Washington indicated that the rest of the corps 
areas were faring little better in the present drive.”

The cannon-fodder is not coming in voluntarily at a fast 
enough rate. That is why they are now forcing the jobless 
to enlist.

About half the young men who have applied to join the 
army in the last few months come from the unemployed, 
the army figures show. Forced idleness and hunger drove 
them.

To speed the rest of the jobless into the army by enforc
ing hunger on all o f them is the openly-admitted purpose 
of these moves to cut them off relief.

The capitalist system could find no place for these 
millions in life-giving production.

Unable even to use them as wage slaves, it proposes to 
turn them into galley-slaves, the first recruits for the to ta li
tarian war machine that American capitalism has set out 
to build.

As fo r the rest o f the youth and young manhood of the 
country— there is to be provision fo r them too. The cam
paign has openly begun for instituting a system of com
pulsory m ilitary training. The New York Times came out 
on June 7 with an editorial favoring such conscription. 
Next day President Roosevelt, asked about that editorial, 
said he “ liked it.”

This is the sort of thing that capitalist “ democracy” 
turns into as it enters its death agony. This is the “ way of 
life ”  it wants us to die to preserve.

Nothing doing. W e’re not pacifists. W e'll fight, i f  need 
be, and die, i f  we have to, but only in the fight to abolish 
this whole order o f things and to bring about a new order, 
an order of world socialism, world peace.
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ROOSEVELT SHEDS ALL PRETENSE 
OF KEEPING COUNTRY OUT OF WAR
AUTO PARLEYS 
ARE NEARING 
BREAKDOWN

General Motors Uses 
War Issue To Balk 
Union Demands

Behind the Lines
Move to Appease Japan Gains Ground as U.S. 

Prepares for War in Atlantic
by G EO RG E S TE R N  

So fa r  c a re fu lly  confined to 
n o n -A d m in is tra tio n  spokesmen in  
Congress and in  the  press, the 
“ appease Japan m ovem ent”  g a in 
ed steady ground du rin g  the past 
week.

I ts  g ro w in g  im portance was 
s ignalized by no less an au tho r
ity  than Senator A r th u r  Van- 
denburg, Republican president
ia l asp iran t fro m  M ich igan . I t  
was Vandenburg who la s t Ju ly  
in the  Senate moved the  reso
lu tio n  ab rog a ting  the  1911 Jap- 
anese-Am erican trade  tre a ty . 

Vandenburg has now reversed 
h im se lf and come ou t f la t ly  fo r  
s ign ing  a new pact w ith  the Jap
anese in  the face o f “ our new 
vic issitudes.”  In  a s ta tem ent on 
June 9, the M ich igan  senator said 
a deal w ith  Japan now w ould  be 
w o rth  “ h a lf a navy.”

“ W e could serve our p repa ra 
tions  no more re a lis tica lly ,”  
said the  e rs tw h ile  an ti-Japan
ese fire -eater, “ than  to  w r ite  a 
new com m ercia l and p o lit ic a l 
tre a ty  w ith  Japan, i f  reason
ab ly  possible, w h ich  w ou ld  sta
b ilize  our re la tions in  the  F a r 
E as t where we m ost em pha tic 
a lly  face a condition, no t a  the
o ry .”

On June 9 the U n ited  Press ca r
ried  a w is h fu l d ispa tch fro m  
Shanghai decla ring  th a t "Japan is 
increas ing ly  apprehensive over 
the effect th a t a to ta lita r ia n  v ic 
to ry  in  Europe m ig h t have on the 
F a r E as t and m ay a tte m p t to 
b e tte r her re la tions w ith  the 
U n ited  S tates w ith  a v iew  to a 
Japanese-Am erican agreem ent to 
m a in ta in  the present s ta tus in  the 
Pacific .”

As evidence o f th is , the U n ited  
Press adduced the re p o rt th a t the 
Japanese are being m ore con c ili
a to ry  tow a rd  A m ericans in  the 
occupied areas o f China.

A c tu a lly , Japan is no t a la rm 
ed a t a ll by  the  prospect o f a 
to ta l ita r ia n  v ic to ry . On the con
tra ry ,  such a v ic to ry  is serv ing  
and w i l l  serve Japan’s tu rn  In

the  P ac ific  as no th ing  else 
could. The U n ited  Press was 
s im p ly  t r y in g  to extend a g in 
g e rly  “ fee ler”  in  the d irec tion  
o f T okyo  to  g ive W ash ing ton 
an o p p o rtu n ity  to  observe the 
reaction  the re  to  possible A m e r
ican overtu res fo r  sm ooth ing 
out. the “ qu a rre l”  o f past years. 

The Japanese are no t w a s ting  
th e ir  op p o rtu n ity . On June 9 i t  
was announced in  M oscow th a t 
the long-delayed Soviet-M ongol 
ia r.-M anchurian  border dem arca
tio n  had been p u t th rough . In  
Tokyo  th is  was ju b ila n tly  he ra ld
ed as the fo re ru nn e r o f a se ttle 
m en t o f a ll Soviet-Japanese “ d is
putes”  in  Japan’s favo r. H a v ing  
grac ious ly  accepted the p ro ffe r o f 
appeasement fro m  Moscow, T o k 
yo w ill w a it  fo r  the next move 
fro m  W ashington. The Japanese 
can now be secure in  the kno w 
ledge th a t the G erm an sweep in  
Europe is d ropp ing  A s ia  in  th e ir  
hands. The U.S. fleet is s t i l l  in  
the P acific  b u t i t  dare no t be
come engaged now in  a Pacific  
w ar. The A t la n t ic  uncerta in ties  
th o ro ug h ly  p reven t th a t.

The Japanese, moreover, are 
f la u n tin g  th e ir  new' favored po
s itio n  r ig h t under W ash ing ton ’s 
nose. A ll Japan’s envoys in  the 
W estern hem isphere are m eet
ing  on June 18 in  W ash ing ton 
fo r  the announced purpose of 
o rgan iz ing  a cam paign to take 
over in  E at in A m erica  the  m a r
ke ts  lo s t by the  be llige ren ts !

The w ay th ings are m oving in  
Europe, the W ash ing ton  govern
m ent cannot a ffo rd  the lu x u ry  o f 
a slow s h ift  in  po licy. S upport o f 
the C hungk ing  Chinese govern
m ent is go ing to  have to  be drop
ped hard  and fa s t and the best 
deal possible secured fro m  the 
Japanese. The on ly  th in g  th a t 
makes W ash ing ton hesitate, how
ever, is the rea liza tion  th a t Japan 
r ig h t  now holds the best cards 
and can take  w h a t i t  w ants w ith 
ou t g iv in g  a n y th in g  in  re tu rn .

D E T R O IT , M ich .— The con trac
tu a l nego tia tions between the 
U A W  and the General M o to rs  C or
po ra tion  faced a breakdow n today 
as the  corpo ra tion  f la t ly  refused 
the au to  un ion ’s demands fo r  a 
wage increase and recogn ition  o f 
the shop stew ards system.

The corpora tion , instead, in s is t
ed on a clause w h ich  “ bars s it-  
down o r slowdown s trikes, o r 
o ther stoppages o r h indrances to  
p roduction”  and w h ich  w ou ld  re
qu ire  a five day w a it  a fte r  g riev 
ance m ach inery  had been exhaust
ed before a s tr ik e  could be called 
and w ou ld  fu r th e r  requ ire  the 
a u th o riza tio n  o f the  In te rn a to n a l 
O fficers o f the  un ion before a 
s tr ik e  w ou ld  become va lid .

A n t i-A lie n  Clause
The corpora tion  also demanded 

a “ d isc ip lin a ry ”  clause th a t w ould 
p e rm it the f ir in g  o f “ aliens”  who 
show no diligence in  seek ing  c i
tizenship papers and provides 
th a t “ any employee g u ilty  o f sa
botage, o r w ho advocates o r en
gages in  subversive a c tiv itie s  de
signed to damage the in te rests of 
the corpora tion , o r to  ove rth row  
the governm ent o r v io la te  its  
laws, impede o r n u ll i fy  its  pub lic  
policies, sha ll be discharged im 
m ed ia te ly .”

Thus GM, w hose agent Knud- 
sen a lready heads the  govern
m ent C om m ittee  fo r  “ N a tion a l 
Defense,”  is  m oving ahead a t 
b reakneck speed to  p u t the 
m il ita n t  A u to  W orke rs  U n ion 
in to  the  a rm y  s tra it ja c k e t, in  
p repa ra tion  fo r  M -D a y  and the 
se ttin g  up of a d ic ta to rsh ip  ov
e r the  labo r movem ent.

The corpo ra tion  demands, in  e f
fec t, the a u th o r ity  to  w r ite  the 
un ion c o n s titu tio n  and set the 
un ion rules w ith  regard to  p ro 
cedure in  the ca llin g  o f s trikes, 
and fu r th e r  demands the r ig h t  to 
fire  any union m il ita n t  who does 
no t subscribe to  the D uP on t 
brand o f pa trio tism .

Arrest Stalinist 
In Connection With 
Attack on Trotsky

M E X IC O  C IT Y , June 8— The 
press here announced today 
th a t a num ber o f S ta lin is ts  had 
been arrested, and charged 
w ith  c o m p lic ity  in  the at-, 
tem pted assassination o f Leon 
T ro tsky .

Radio and press reports  here 
la s t Sunday announced th a t 
the M exican federa l secret ser
vice had arrested a Spaniard, 
m em ber o f the C om m unist 
p a rty , as one o f the  band o f 
te rro r is ts  who a ttem pted  to 
m urde r T ro ts k y  on M ay 24. 
He was seized in  a V era  Cruz 
ho te l and taken  to  M exico 
C ity .

(See T ro ts k y ’s le tte r  to  M ex
ican au tho rities , page 4 o f th is  
issue.)

ANTI-UNION 
DRIVE REACHES 
OMAHA DRIVERS

Mussolini's crime of plunging Italy into the war was answered by Roose
velt with a crime of equal proportions— the end of American neutrality.

There was no pretense about the fateful meaning of Roosevelt's address 
on Monday at Charlottesville: "Sources close to the Administration said 
it  was obvious the United States had abandoned a position of neutrality 
for one of non-belligerency," declared the Associated Press. The New York
Times' Washington bureau reported that the president’s speech^-------------------------------------------

R esult o f H illm a n  P o licy

The G M  co rpo ra tion  officia ls, 
bold, confident and now a rrogan t, 
have again maneuvered the union 
n e go tia tin g  com m ittee  in to  a cor
ner. A ga in  the un ion is on the de
fensive. Each are the resu lts  o f 

(C ontinued on Page 4)

O H A M A , June 7— The govern
m en t’s d rive  aga ins t the  un io ns ! 
was extended here th is  week, 
when the Federa l T rade  Com m is
sion c ited  General D rive rs  Union 
Local 554 fo r  “ ac tin g  to  res tra in  
trade ”  in  the  bake ry  in dus try .

S im ila r c ita tio n s  have been is
sued aga ins t the  Des Moines, 
S ioux C ity  and M inneapo lis ba k 
e ry  d rive rs  in  the la s t few' weeks.

A  hearing  on the  Des Moines 
c ita tio n  was held la s t week. The 
governm ent com m ission centered 
its  a tta c k  on a clause in  the un 
ion con tra c t w h ich  lim its  the 
num ber o f so-called "independent 
rou te  salesmen”  th a t m ay be em
ployed by bakeries. The un ion in 
serted the clause in  o rder to  pre 
ven t unscrupulous bosses fro m  
unde rm in ing  un ion conditions by 
"s e llin g ”  th e ir  m erchandise to 
la rge  num bers o f w ild ca tte rs  who, 
by ta k in g  o n ly  a sm all p ro fit, 
w o rk  in  e ffect w ay  under the 
wage scale and thus destroy un 
ion conditions.

The governm ent’s a tte m p t to 
cover up th is  a tta c k  on the union, 
by c it in g  no t on ly  the union, b u t 
also the ba k in g  companies, was 
blasted in  a s ta tem en t issued by 
A1 Russell, reco rd ing  secre ta ry of 
Local 554. "C e rta in ly  the bakers 
(ow ners) d id  no t in it ia te  the 
clause in  the c o n tra c t,”  he said, 
“ because th a t clause prevents the 
c u tt in g  o f wages and leng then ing 
o f hours o f route-salesm en.”

was “ widely interpreted here as ending neutrality as far as the 
executive department of the government is concerned.”

“ Non-belligerency”  is the warlike state which Italy occupied 
up to Monday— a stage o f transition from neutrality-to actual 
m ilitary warfare. Mussolini demonstrated what a cynical and 
hypocritical stage that is— being in one of the warring camps 
but finding that the best aid to be rendered to that camp is by 
not yet declaring war. Thus the very moral Mr. Roosevelt 
apes the immoral Mussolini.

The entry of Ita ly into the war was Roosevelt’s pretext for 
catapulting America halfway beyond the brink of war— so he 
said. Actually, however, Roosevelt’s Charlottesville speech 
merely confirmed what Roosevelt had already done the week 
before when, while still wooing Mussolini on behalf o f the 
Allies, he had already dispatched the first government war
planes to Britain.

There was this difference: the week before Roosevelt had 
winked and the interviewing newspapermen had appreciative
ly laughed at his little joke, when the president snickermgly 
said that the planes he was directly sending to Britain were 
“ old”  and “ surplus”  which were being turned back to the 
aviation companies for credit on new planes. That formula 
was dropped at Charlottesville for an open declaration that 

we w ill extend to the opponents of force the material re
sources of this nation.”

Roosevelt at the same time paved the way for a declaration

EWA SEAMEN 
CONVICTED ON 
'MUTINY' COUNT

Sets Precedent 
For W ar Drive 
On Seamen

The federa l governm ent’s drive  
aga ins t the unions was extended 
to the m a ritim e  c ra fts  when the 
governm ent, in  a case prepared 
by the F B I ’s “ G -men,”  secured 
the conv ic tion  o f eleven W est 
Coast un ion seamen on a fram ed- 
up charge of "endeavoring  to 
make re v o lt and m u tin y ,”  in  the 
Federa l D is tr ic t  C ourt in  New 
Y o rk  C ity , Tuesday, June 11.

There was a  scream ing absurd
ity  between the grave charge and 
the sentences meted o u t: one re 
ceived 90 days, fo u r  g o t 77 days, 
tw o  60 days, and fo u r  o thers 30 
days, w h ile  five were released on 
one yea r’s proba tion. B y  these 
sentences federa l judge M ande ll-

S trike  by Furnace  M en H its  
C rucib le Steel; On W ar O rde r

H A R R IS O N , N . J., June 1 1 -  
R efusing to  be browbeaten by 
pressure ta lk  about th e ir  in te r
fe r in g  w ith  "n a tio n a l defence,”  
155 w o rkers  in  the  e lec tric  fu r 
nace departm ent o f the C rucib le  
Steel p lan t here, w o rk in g  on shell 
casings fo r  the N avy, w ent ou t on 
s tr ik e  la s t week and are s t i l l  out.

T he irs  is a desperate re vo lt 
against, grievances w h ich  they 
have v a in ly  sough t to  resolve fo r 
tw o  years. They are. the  lowest 
pa id fu rnace men in  the area, and 
are forced to  w o rk  under a s tag 
ger system — each m an w o rks  five 
days b u t the days’ o ff are ro ta ted  
so th a t the p la n t is in  continuous 
opera tion— w h ich  is a c tu a lly  a 
speed-up system.

The men are dem anding a 10% 
increase in wages and an end to  
the s tagger system. In  October, 
too, the y  s tru ck  aga inst the s tag

ger system, b u t were sent back 
to  w o rk  by  the CIO  Steel W o rk 
ers O rgan iz ing  C om m ittee, of 
w h ich  they  were members. A l
though they were the best-organ
ized depa rtm ent in  the un ion lo 
cal, indeed the backbone o f the 
local, they made the m is take  of 
b reak ing  fro m  the union sh o rtly  
a fte r  the f ir s t  s tr ike , when the 
top  leaders o f the SWOC signed 
an agreem ent, securing none of 
the demands, and w ith o u t the ap
p ro va l o f the m em bership. The 
fu rnace  men set up th e ir  own 
organ iza tion .

The s tr ik e rs  are no t p icke tin g  
re g u la r ly  b u t are near the p la n t 
gates every day. The SWOC men 
in  the p lan t are sym pa the tic  w ith  
the fu rnace m en’s grievances, b u t 
the SWOC is n o t suppo rting  the 
s trike .

. . . . . .  . . • 1 , , baum was in d ire c tly  confessing
of war by identifying the interests of this country w ith the th a t the s ta tu tes  under which the
defeat of Germany and Italy. The same formulas that lie used 
to ju s tify  putting “ the material resources of this nation”  at 
the disposal of the Anglo-French bloc w ill tomorrow serve to 
jus tify  outright entry of America into the war.

The terms which Roosevelt directed against the Italian 
government have never before been used by the head of a 
government except as an accompaniment to a declaration of 
war.

Roosevelt’s spurious indignation against Mussolini’s “ stab 
in the back,”  H u ll’s statement that he was “ shocked at Ita ly ’s 
act,”  and similar highly moral pronouncements by govern
ment spokesmen had as genuine a ring as a lead nickel. These 
cold-blooded pirates must have many a good laugh in private 
at the expense o f those who are taken in by their high-flown 
phrases!

The fast-dwindling band of pacifists and isolationists, with 
Norman Thomas and other preachers shepherding them, spent 
last weekend in Washington, flutteringly complaining that 
Roosevelt and Congress were succumbing to war hysteria.
Their “ peace” conference produced this “ brilliant”  slogan:
“ Rational not hysterical defense.”

Roosevelt can appropriate that slogan. Neither he nor any 
other authoritative figure in Washington is a bit hysterical.
They know just what.they’re doing— preparing with icy cal
culation to challenge Germany for the price of world domina
tion.

There was many a “ stab in the back”  this week. Congress 
completed action on naval construction legislation— including 
provisions scuttling the Walsh-Healey and the Wage and 
Hour Acts. The House passed the “ national defense”  tax bill, 
placing the burden for armaments on the workers, by making 
liable to income tax all unmarried workers earning above $800 
a year— $15.40 a week!— a 20% addition to the tax on the 
workingman’s tobacco, a similar addition to beer, etc., etc.
The FB I could boast of having convicted 16 union seamen for 
“ mutiny”  as a new formula for taming the unions. New in
dictments were handed down in “ anti-trust”  assaults of the 
Department o f Justice against the labor movement. The House 
turned the Wagner Labor Act into a weapon against the labor 
movement. These were the week’s contributions to preparing 
the “ war for democracy.”

Washington is filled these days with tosses and their rep
resentatives— gleefully rushing to the hog troughs which 
Roosevelt is filling fo r them. These are great days fo r the 
bosses in the nation’s capital— big contracts, big cash advances 
by the government for plant expansion, and hearty cooperation 
to put the unions in their place. The New Deal has become 
the W ar Deal. Roosevelt’s National Defense Council of the 
nation’s most powerful capitalist representatives is the symbol 
of the change. The “ war for democracy”  is, first of all, a 
war against the labor movement at home.

Italian Entry 
Marks Spread 
O f World War

Mussolini Grabs For 
Jackal's Share Of 
Hitler's Spoils

men were convicted were being 
stre tched to  cover fa c ts  w ith  
w h ich  they had no connection.

U n ion-S m ash ing Precedent
B u t the com para tive ly  l ig h t  i 

sentences should no t conceal the 
un ion-sm ash ing precedent w h ich  
the F B I, the U.S. A tto rn e y  and 
the judge m anaged to establish 
by th e ir  tea m -w ork— a precedent 
which, i f  pe rm itte d  to stand, 
would o u tla w  p ra c tic a lly  every 
fo rm  o f un ion a c t iv ity  outside a 
sh ip ’s home p o rt —  and th a t 
means the end o f a ll seamen's 
unions.

The men, m em bers o f the S a il
ors U n ion  o f the P acific  and the 
M arine F irem en, were p a r t  o f the 
crew o f the SS Ewa. W hen the 
ship p u t in  a t Colachel, Ind ia , the 
c rew ’s un ion delegates asked fo r  
an advance on wages, to  w h ich  
the men were en title d  by m a r i
tim e  la w ; the cap ta in  ca te go rica l
ly  refused, and th is , accord ing to 
the law , cons titu ted  b re ak ing  the 
a rtic les  o f em ploym ent, and en
t it le d  thé men to  exercise the 
r ig h t  to  be paid o ff in  fu ll,  w h ich  
they insisted upon in  P o rt Said.

Consul Backed Men 
The fu l l  le g a lity  o f the c rew ’s

actions is a ttested to  by the  ao 
tion  o f the U.S. consul in  P o rt 
Said who, a f te r  com m un ica ting  
w ith  W ash ing ton, arranged fo r  
the crew  to  receive its  pay, and 
then effected th e ir  re p a tria tio n , 
the men re tu rn in g  as free passen
gers on the Hex.

No charges o f any k in d  had 
been placed aga inst the  men. 
W eeks before th e ir  re tu rn , the 
E w a had returned, manned by an 
E g y p tia n  crew, and the captain , 
upon being asked about a re p o rt
ed m u tin y — an erroneous s to ry  
w h ich  arose ou t o f the fa c t  th a t 
E g y p tia n  au th o ritie s  had in te rned 
the crew  as a ll aliens were being 
in te rned— said th a t was the f irs t  
he had heard o f any such event.

B u t between his a rr iv a l and the 
a rr iv a l o f his fo rm e r crew, gov
ernm ent agents had some sessions 
w ith  the cap ta in  and between 
them  they cooked up a new s to ry .

A nd  when the E w a  crew  a r
r ived  in  N ew  Y o rk  on the Hex, 
F B I agents were there  to  s ta r t  
the t r ia l m ach inery  m oving.

M a k in g  U n ion ism  A  “ M u tin y ”
E verybody knows w h a t a m u

t in y  is, and i t  was p re tty  hard  to  
(Continued on Page 2)

To assure his jackal’s share 
of the spoils, Mussolini last 
week plunged Ita ly into the 
Second W orld War.

Mussolini moved in only 
when the Nazi victory in 
France seemed assured, when 
Paris was already set ablaze 
by the all-engulfing conflagra
tion.

In the last war Ita ly also 
chose what it thought was the 
stronger side. I t  accepted sec
ret promises o f territory from 
the Allies, threw over its alli
ance with Germany, and went 
in w ith Britain and France.

But at Versailles the Allies 
de libe ra te ly  doublecrossed their 
weak l i t t le  p a rtn e r in  southern 
Europe.

T h is  tim e — s t i l l  seeking to  ex
pand beyond the re la tiv e ly  b a r
ren confines o f its  n a rro w  penin
sula— Ita ly  has again gone to  w a r 
w ith  the s trong e r side.

Because I ta ly  is s t i l l  a w eaker 
power, i t  is a sure bet th a t H i t 
ler, i f  he completes h is v ic to ry , 
w i l l  g ive the I ta lia n  im p e ria lis ts  
ano the r b it te r  taste o f the old 
doublecross. I t  is a re g u la r ly - 
scheduled p a r t  o f the im p e ria lis t 

: game o f p lunder and p ro fit.

A im  B razen ly  P la in
B u t M usso lin i undoubted ly ca l

culates on c o n tr ib u tin g  su ffic ien t
ly  to  the H it le r ite  v ic to ry  to  ge t 
w h a t he w a n ts— a b ig  slice o f 
A fr ic a  and dom ina tion  o f the 
M ed iterranean.

I t  is  fo r  th is  —  b lu n tly  and 
f ra n k ly  p u t by M usso lin i h im se lf 
— th a t the I ta lia n  masses, ground 
fo r  tw o  decades under the Fascis t 
heel, are go ing to  su ffe r and die. 
M usso lin i has long since passed 
the stage where he has to  use 
vaguer p re texts  fo r  go ing to war. 
H e openly announces th a t his ob
je c t is p lunder.

He has played along w ith  H i t 
le r  because he can on ly  secure 
th is  p lunder a t the expense o f the 
B r it is h  and F rench empires. B u t 
w h a t is m ost im p o rta n t, he goes 
in  on the G erm an side be
cause the G erm an side seems, to 
be w in n in g  th is  p a r t o f the w a r 
qu ite  hand ily . I f  m a tte rs  had 
tu rned  ou t otherw ise, he would 
w ith o u t com punction have gone 
in  w ith  the hated A llies , and fo r  
the same reason— plunder.

A  B low  A t  F rance
I ta ly ’s e n try  in to  the w a r p re 

c ise ly  a t th is  stage g re a tly  
worsens F rance ’s a lready p e ril
ous position. I ta ly  can’ t  stand a 
long w a r b u t i t  doe« hope i t  can 
a t least help H it le r  de live r the 
death b low  to  France and on its  
own account cripp le  B r it is h  naval 
s tre n g th  in  the M ed ite rranean 
and successfu lly secure con tro l o f 
M a lta , Cyprus, G ib ra lta r, and 
Suez.

B a lkans M ay W a it
I t  hopes to l im it  its  ac tion  to  

these ob jectives— w h ich  M usso lin i 
th in ks  can be achieved a t a ra te  
fa s te r than  his w a r m achine w i l l  
ru n  down. T h a t is w h y  he p ro 
mised n e u tra lity  tow a rd  Yugosla
via, Greece, E g yp t, and T u rkey .

T u rk e y  is bound to  jo in  the 
A llie s  b u t in  v iew  o f the sweeping 
Nazi v ic to ries  m ay t r y  to  hold o ff 
long  enough to see how th in g s  
go. W h ile  T u rk e y  w a its , the  B a l
kans w il l  w a it. A nd T u rk e y ’s 
pause m ay be dependent upon 
w h a t S ta lin  decides to  do ait th is  
c r it ic a l junc tu re .
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W rite  to us— te ll us w hat's  go ing on in  you r part of the 
labo r movement— ivhat arc the w orkers  th in k in g  abou t?— tell 
us w hat the bosses are up to— and the G-men and the local cops—  
and the S ta lin is ts— send us that s to ry  the cap ita lis t press d idn ’t 
p r in t and that s to ry  they buried o r d is to rted— our pages are open 
to you. Le tte rs  must ca rry  name and address, but indicate i f  you 
do not w ant you r name printed.

The Main Question 
Workers Are Asking
E d ito r: '

In  our door-to -door d is tr ib u tio n  
o f the Appeal we are encounter
ing  am ong w o rk in g  class fa m i
lies tw o  reactions to  the w a r: in 
tense desire to keep ou t o f the 
w a r and, a t the same tim e, the 
w ish  to see the defeat o f H it le r 
ism. The Roosevelt w ar-m achine 
is u t il iz in g  th is  fe a r and hatred 
o f fascism  to  w h ip  up his pro- 
A lly  crusade. O ur job  is to d irec t 
th is  fee ling  tow ard  support o f the 
p rog ram  of the F o u rth  In te rn a 
tiona l. I t  is the re fore  im pera tive  
th a t we have ava ilab le  fo r  sale 
a long w ith  the Appeal a clear, 
concise pam phlet answ ering the 
question th a t the w o rke rs  are 
asking m ost fre q u e n tly : How can 
we defeat H itle r without support
ing the Allies?

W e understand th a t you are 
p ie p a rin g  a pam ph le t on the w ar. 
I t  should not be a general a n t i
w a r tra c t. F o r we find  th a t the 
w o rke rs  have no t fo rg o tte n  the 
lessons o f the la s t w a r and have 
r.o illus ions about who pays fo r 
and who p ro fits  from  im p e ria lis t 
w a r. B u t they  hate Nazism . The 
pam ph le t w i l l  not be effective in 
ou r w o rk  unless i t  draw s on th is  
sen tim ent and is composed w ith  
the above question in  m ind. One 
o f the w o rke rs  suggests as a t it le  
“ How  to F ig h t H it le r . ”  T h a t 
should also be the theme. Such a 
pam ph le t w i l l  help us increase 
the sale o f the Appeal.
Boston Mass. Sid Crabbe

(Crabbe’s letter is but one of 
many which makes the same 
important point. We are pub
lishing not one but a series of 
2c anti-w ar pamphlets and the 
committee in charge w ill see to 
it th a t the series adequately 
answers the question pointed 
out by Crabbe— undoubtedly 
the most insistent question 
that the workers are asking.—  
Editor.)

Dislikes Our Attitude 
To Bertrand Russell
Gentlem en:

I f  an im p a rt ia l c r it ic  were to 
judge the cha racte r o f the Social
ist Appeal sole ly by W a lte r 
C 'R ourke ’s a rtic le  (Appeal, M ay 
18), on B e rtrand  Russell, he 
w ou ld  scarcely be impressed by 
an y th in g  bu t its  b ig o try  and its  
p e tty  con form ism  to  a theory 
w h ich  ca re fu lly  dismisses one of 
the g rea test in te llec tua ls  o f our 
day as u n w o rth y  o f any serious 
suppo rt because he happens to be 
among those m isguided “ libe ra ls ”  
who do not recognize the SW P as 
the in fa llib le  beacon o f T ru th  
l ig h t in g  the pa th  o f m ankind. O r 
are you such a se lf-su ffic ien t o r
gan iza tion  th a t you need no t con
cern you rse lf about the im p a r
t ia l c r it ic  and d ire c t you r th rus ts  
on ly  fo r  the approval o f those 
who already have been b rough t 
to  see the L ig h t?  O bviously, you 
are not, e ithe r fina nc ia lly  o r nu
m erica lly . Yet, you appear to 
th in k  th a t you can w e ll a ffo rd  to 
waste three colum ns o f expensive 
space in h u rlin g  invectives a t a  
“ so rry -look ing , cow ard ly , and un
in s p ir in g ”  professor.

Tom orrow , i f  Russell declared 
h im se lf one w ith  you, you would 
not hesita te  to po in t w ith  pride 
a t th is  new m em ber even though 
today he is "a fra id  to open his 
m ou th .”  I f ,  tom orrow , he came 
ou t in  support o f T ro tsky , you 
w ou ld  hasten to  his defense. Y ou r 
a tt itu d e  is one o f: le t the libe ra ls  
come to  us, o therw ise we can 
have no tra ffic  w ith  them. Such a 
shu t-in  po licy  on the p a rt o f a 
m in o r ity  group is ne ithe r m il ita n t  
o r progressive. I t  is se lf-de fea ting  
because i t  fea rs to  s tra y  fro m  its  
own dogma long enough to  effect 
any te m p o ra ry  com prom ise w ith  
o the r forces fo r  freedom  besides 
its  own. I t  reserves its  M a rx is t 
support fo r  M a rx is ts  o r the forces 
con tro lled  by M arx is ts . O’Rourke 
says: “ The decisive blows in  de
fense o f academic freedom  as w e ll 
as lib e r ty  and progress in  general 
w i l l  have to  be dea lt by the w o rk 
ers.”  Perhaps! B u t w h a t are we 
ou r a tte n tio n  to a system  th a t 
to  do in  the m eantim e—devote all 
m ay take  generations in  com ing 
and refuse to take sides w ith  “ l ib 
e ra lism ”  because i t  is no t the u l
tim a te  cure -a ll?  Such a position 
is  too rem in d fu l o f ce rta in  re lig 
ious sects who p u t a ll th e ir  fa ith  
fo r  the cure o f the w o r ld ’s il ls  in  
the  second com ing o f C hris t.

O f course, you assume a very  
dem ocratic pose when you say: 
". . . the defense o f academic 
freedom is an im p o rta n t cause 
w o rth y  o f the support o f the 
w o rke rs .”  T h a t is b e au tifu l in 
theory, bu t Russell o r any o ther 
in te lle c tu a l leader could ro t in  
ja il w a it in g  fo r  the revo lu tion . 
W hile  the C u ltu ra l Com m ittee 
takes steps to  defend academic 
freedom, you s it  on the sidelines 
and sm ile sarcastica lly . You are 
w a it in g  fo r  the U L T IM A T E  v ic 
to ry .

You m any rep ly  th a t you are 
concerned p r im a r ily  w ith  the 
abused p ro le ta r ia t ra th e r than 
the abused in te lle c tua l. 1 fa il to 
see how you are fu r th e r in g  you r 

! cause by de rid ing  the Com m ittee 
| fo r  C u ltu ra l Freedom  o r the fac- 
| u lty  members o f N o rthw este rn  
I U n iv e rs ity . To go fu rth e r, I  th in k  
th a t you r whole paper suffers 
fro m  a cons is ten tly  negative pol- 

• icy. P resum ably, you are o ffe rin g  
I socia lism  to  the masses. A c tu a lly ,
1 you are o ffe rin g  in you r lite ra tu re  
on ly  a c r it ic is m  o f cap ita lism — to 

' say no th in g  o f libe ra lism . I  sug- 
1 gest th a t occasionally you take 
tim e o ff to  te ll the w o rke rs  ju s t 
w h a t k ind  o f a set-up they  w ill 

! have a fte r  th e y ’ve go tte n  r id  of 
i the one they have now.
1 Inc id e n ta lly , m ay I  suggest 
th a t you could do worse than  ex
tend you r dem ocra tic to lerance in 
the d irec tion  of s tud y ing  a l i t t le  
o f Russell a long w ith  so m uch o f 
T ro tsky . I t  is  som ewhat am using 

: to  learn th a t w h ile  you dismiss 
Russell as a pe tty -bourgeo is  and 
pride  yourselves on you r complete 
M arx ism , he charges you w ith  
not being M a rx is t enough in  th a t 
you have kep t on ly  h a lf o f M a rx ’s 
doctrine— the economic ha lf. I  re 
fe r  you to PO W ER, page 284. 
D on’t  scoff. A f te r  a ll, gentlem en, 
it is p e rfe c tly  possible th a t you 
are no t in fa llib le . I t  is, also, pos
sible th a t even M a rx  m ig h t have 
been sub ject to e rro r. I f  you w il l  
not a d m it th is  poss ib ility , the 
w o rke r m ig h t as w e ll cast his 
lo t w ith  H it le r  and S ta lin  as fa r  
as any hope fo r  dem ocracy is 
concerned.

Addrienne Stoutenburg 
.Minneapolis, Minn.

Since the above letter was 
received, Bertrand Itussell him
self has w ritten a letter which, 
we sincerely hope, w ill cause 
Miss Stoutenberg to be a little  
less irritated  w ith the A P 
P E A L ’S narrow - minded a tt i
tude toward Russell and his 
kind.

I From  the University of Cali
fornia where he is now tcach- 

! tug, M r. Russell wrote the fol- 
! lowing letter to the British  
1 magazine, “New Statesman” : 

“Since the w ar began, I  have 
felt that I  could not go on be
ing a pacifist. I f  I  were young 
enough to fight I  would do so, 
but it is difficult for me to urge 
others to do so. Now I  feel as 
though I  ought to announce my 
changed mind.”

M r. Russell is now assured of 
not rotting in ja il waiting lor 
the revolution. He may even 

I get back his appointment a t 
I C ity  College. As to Sidney 

Hook’s Committee for Cultural 
I Freedom, we shall take the 
j tim e shortly to demonstrate 
I that it is no better than Rus

sell now reveals himself to be.
Yes, Miss Stoutenber, we are 

very sure that the tru th  that 
the SW P stands for is the only- 
truth. W e are certain that the 
“liberalism” of a  Russell, of 
Hook’s committee, etc., serves 

1 the capitalist class and not the 
i working class. Russell, Hook, 

and the established intellect- 
I mils as a whole today are serv- 
| iug the war-makers. There is 

no middle ground in w ar and 
revolution. The fight for social
ism is a w ar of the working  
class against the capitalist 
class. Those who, like the intel
lectuals, pretend to stand in be
tween, actually serve the capi
talist class. Is this dogma, Miss 
Stoutenberg? Why, look around 
you at the actual facts, at what 
flic Russells are actually do
ing!— Editors.

Use of "Negro" or 
" Colored"  No Problem

Num erous le tte rs  have discussed 
the question w hethe r Negroes 
p re fe r to be called “ colored,”  bu t 
the problem  is re a lly  one o f com
mon sense in  day to  day w ork.

M any Negroes w ish  to be called

colored: others would be h u r t  and 
embarrassed i f  they  were re 
fe rred  to in  th a t m anner. In  m ost 
cases i t  becomes som eth ing th a t 
can on!)’ be resolved by the p a rty  
bu ild e r in  his day to  day w ork . 
He w ill have to determ ine w h ich  
to  use.

This question is no t a new one. 
I t  was discussed considerab ly in 
the C om m unist P a rty  and Young 
C om m unist League fro m  1929 to 
1933, when the S ta lin is ts  were 
m ak ing  strenuous e ffo rts  to  re 
c ru it  Negro members. As p a r t o f 
i t ’s cam paign the C.P. was advo
ca tin g  the estab lishm ent o f a 
N egro repub lic  in the black belt. 
Together w ith  th is, pub lic  tr ia ls  
o f w h ite  p a r ty  members on cha rg 
es o f w h ite  chauvin ism  were 
staged. These were v u lg a r d is
plays w h ich  sought to  impress 
bu t wh ich, because o f th e ir  a r t i
f ic ia lity , m ore o ften  repelled the 
ve ry  ones fo r  whose supposed 
benefit they had been arranged. 
The S ta lin is ts  also w ent in fo r  
G arvey ism. I t  advocated th a t 
w h ite  w o rkers  in  N egro ne ighbor
hoods be discharged and be re
placed by black. O bviously th is  
slogan could on ly  serve to  create 
i l l  w ill between the two. Cer
ta in ly  a demand fo r  both to be 
hired would have been more in 
keeping w ith  the ideas o f class 
so lida rity . I t  was aga inst th is  
background th a t the pe rm iss ib il
i ty  o f sometimes us ing the w ord 
colored was discussed.

The C.P. leadership was unal- 
le ra b ly  opposed to  the word 
colored as a subs titu te  fo r  
Negro. A t  a p a r ty  m eeting in  
the B row nsv ille  section o f B ro o k 
lyn , three p a rty  members, Reiss. 
G erber and M it lin .  had charges 
of w h ite  chauvin ism  pre fe rred  
aga inst them  by Is rae l A m te r, 
the D is tr ic t  O rganizer. The rea
son was th a t they  insisted th a t 
a t tim es the w ord  colored had to 
he used as a m a tte r  of tactics. 
W illia m  B ryan t, a m il ita n t  Negro 
w o rke r and ex-servicem an, took 
the floo r in  th e ir  defense. He 
spoke in the fo llo w in g  vein:

“ I know  th a t a t one tim e  I  
was pre jud iced aga inst being re 
ferred to as a Negro. I  p re fe rred 
to be called colored; there are 
m any others who are lik e  tha t. 
I t  is bad bu t true. In  the w o rke r's  
movement, however, I  began to 
learn som eth ing o f the re v o lu ti
onary tra d it io n  o f the Negro and 
his leaders such as Touissant 
L ’O vertu re  and N a t T urne r. To
day I  w ou ld  be deeply insulted 
i f  I  were to  be called colored. 
T h a t w ord  w il l  a lw ays m ake me 
th in k  o f the phrase 'a gentlem an 
of co lo r’ w h ich  is on a pa r w ith  
the crack 'Some o f m y best 
friends are Jews bu t— .'

Nevertheless there are Negroes 
who w ish to be called colored. 
A vo id  an tagon iz ing  th e m ; com ply 
w ith  th e ir  wishes. W in  them  in to  
the p a rty . L e t the p a r ty  educate 
them ; and also learn fro m  them. 
The problem  o f w hethe r to  use 
Negro o r colored w ill disappear, 
ju s t as i t  disappeared fo r  me. 
They w ill find ou t th a t there need 
not be the s ligh te s t fee ling  of 
shame in being a Negro, ju s t as 
th e ir  need be no shame in being 
born Jew ish, Ir ish , Swedish or 
Ita lia n .

A m te r  adm itted  th a t there was 
some log ic in  B ry a n t ’s speech, 
bu t he s t i l l  m a in ta ined th a t i t  
was absolute ly w rong  to use the 
w ord  colored; A m te r to the con
tra ry , B ry a n t was absolute ly 
r ig h t. He spoke fine words a t th a t 
m eeting ; members o f the Socia l
is t W orke rs  P a rty  can w e ll a f
fo rd  to use them  as a guide in 
th e ir  w ork.
B rook lyn , N . Y. D avid  Rahlens

Ewa Seamen Convicted on Phoney 
Charges o f  ' R evolt'  and 'Mutiny'

(Continued from Page 1)
tw is t  the few  re levan t sim ple 
fac ts  in to  “ endeavoring”  o r “ con
s p ir in g " m u tin y . E labora te  in te r 
p re ta tion s  o f the re levant m a ri
tim e laws by the U.S. A tto rn e y  
and the federa l judge, tho rough ly  
con fus ing to a ju r y  o f sm all busi
nessmen unacquainted w ith  sea
fa r in g  life , were served up w ith  
d a rk  h in ts  about the w a r s itu a 
tion.

Even a ll th is  had as its  f irs t  
resu lt s ix  hours o f de libera tion  by 
the ju r y  and then a message to 
the judge th a t  the y  could no t 
possib ly come to  a decision. The 
judge thereupon charged them  
w ith  the necessity fo r  re tu rn in g  a 
verd ic t. They f in a lly  go t one to 
ge ther a fte r  de lib e ra ting  t i l l  near 
m id n ig h t and tw o  hours the next 
m orn ing .

A nd w h a t a ve rd ic t! On the 
charge o f “ consp iring  to  m ake 
m u tin y  and revo lt, and to  resist 
la w fu l commands o f the officers,”  
the ju ry  voted no t g u ilty ;  on the 
charge o f “ endeavoring to  m ake 
revo lt and m u tin y  on a vessel,” 
the ju r y  voted g u ilty . How  men 
could be innocent o f the one and 
g u ilty  o f the other, the ju ry  did 
not exp la in, bu t sought to  patch 
up the whole mess by adding a 
"recom m endation fo r  extrem e 
clem ency.”

In  sentencing the men the 
judge p u t b lu n tly  w h a t he had 
already, in team w ork  w ith  the 
prosecuting a tto rney , w orked in to  
the heads o f the ju ry :  the seamen 
should remember, he said, th a t 
when they are on a ship i t  is 
“ L IK E  B E IN G  IN  T H E  A R M Y .”  
W h ich  means, b lu n tly , no un ion
ism on board ship.

The cap ta in  o f the Ewa, th o r
ough ly prim ed, was the m ost 
brazen o f a ll: any m eeting o f the 
men on board ship, he said on 
the w itness stand, constitu ted  
conspiracy aga inst the officers. 
W hen i t  was pointed ou t to  h im . 
th a t the un ion ’s con tra c t w ith  
the ship's owners provided f or j  
such meetings, the cap ta in  said'

the sta tus o f proud and se lf-re 
specting  union men, who have a 
voice in  de te rm in ing  th e ir  wages, 
w o rk in g  and liv in g  conditions.

Those lim its , w h ich  mean some
th in g  like  a decent l iv in g  to  the 
men are now, accord ing to  th is  
New  Y o rk  decision, to  be w iped 
ou t as “ m u tin y .”  A n y th in g  the 
cap ta in  and the  shipowner says, 
is to  p reva il, says the New Y o rk  
decision. A d m ira l Land ’s concep
tion  o f the m erchan t m arine  as

part of the navy, smashed in 
1934, is to be imposed by “law .” 

T hat’s maybe w hat the M ari- 
| time Commission and its high- 
! er-ups may think. But w ait till 

the seamen hear about this!
, They’ll fight back against this 
j decision. They’ll fight it in the 

higher courts, and on the docks,
1 and on the ships and anywhere 
i else it needs fighting. The sea- 
! men are through w ith sea-slav

ery, Adm iral Land!

Lundeberg Fights 
A n ti-A lien  Drive

th a t the con tra c t d id n 't app ly to , 
him , the captain , though he is! 
the com pany’s agent!

MINERS ACCUSE 
FBI OF HELPING 
BREAK STRIKE

Charges that the Federal Bu
reau of Investigation has used 
“Gestapo methods” to help the 
Tennessee Cop|>er Co. break a 9- 
months strike of 1,200 Negro and 
white miners and smelterers were 
made on M ay 80 by the In terna
tional Union of Mine, M ill and 
Smelter W orkers (C IO ).

The indictment of the F B I was 
made by Reid Robinson, In terna
tional President of the union, fol
lo w in g  a decision of the union 
executive board to end the s trike .

The union charged th a t F B I 
agents had arrested 20 un ion ists 
on charges o f conspiracy to  dyna
m ite  T V  A  p ro p e rty  and had 
"herded s tr ik e rs  in to  a p riva te  
concen tra tion  cam p”  a t Copper- 
h ill, where they  were forced to  
s ign confessions "under duress.” 
The agents were accused o f re 
fus in g  to a llow , w ives, parents 
and re la tives o f the men to  v is it  
them  a t H a m ilto n  ja i l  a t Chata- 
nooga.

The Tennessee CIO  In d u s tr ia l 
U n ion Council c o n v e n t i  o n  a t  
K n o xv ille  passed a reso lu tion de
c la r in g  th a t F B I  agents used 
s trong arm  m ethods in an u n ju s ti
fied a tte m p t to  p in  the charges 
on un ion men, and ask ing  fo r  fin 
ancia l aid in  f ig h tin g  aga inst the 
F B I fram eup.

An Adm iral’s Conception
A d m ira l Land, head o f the 

U.S. M a ritim e  Commission, has 
fo r  three years pressed fo r  trans 
fo rm in g  the m erchan t m arine  in 
to  w h a t he fra n k ly  calls “ an aux
il ia ry  to  the navy” — w h ich  means 
w ip in g  ou t a ll un ion lim ita tio n s  
on the r ig h ts  o f shipowners and 
th e ir  officer-agents. The brazen 
stand o f capta in , p rosecutor and 
judge in th is  case represents the 
m ost d ire c t a tte m p t by govern
m ent a u tho ritie s  to  force A d m ir
al L a nd ’s conception upon the 
seamen.

A d m ira l Land ’s conception p re
va iled before 1934 fo r  m any years 
— the years o f no unions. T ha t 
conception o f the m erchan t m a r
ine m eant w h a t a ll-po w e rfu l boss
es mean in  any in d u s try - hunger, 
il l- tre a tm e n t, ho rrib le  l iv in g  con
d itions, s ta rva tio n  pay, etc., etc.

In  the g rea t s tr ik e  o f 1934, and 
in  subsequent strugg les, the W est 
Coast seamen smashed the A d 
m ira l Land conception o f the 
m erchant m arine. They fo u g h t 
th e ir  w ay up fro m  sea-slavery to

(S p e c ia l  to the  S o c ia l is t  A p p e a l )
W A S H IN G T O N , D. C., June 8 

— H a rry  Lundberg, acting presi
dent of the Seafarers Internation
al Union and secretary-treasurer 
of its W est Coast affiliate, the 
Sailors Union of the Pacific, 
fought back stubbornly— he was 
on the stand for several hours yes
terday— as the House Committee 
on the Merchant Marine moved 
to adopt a bill, introduced by the 
committee’s chairman, Congress
man Bland, barring all non
citizen seamen from being em
ployed oh American vessels.

W hat a  blow against the ma
ritim e unions this would be is in
dicated by the fact that, accord
ing to conservative estimate, 
about 30% of West Coast seamen 
are non-citizens, w ith  at least the 
same percentage, i f  no t h igher, 
on the E as t Coast. E x is t in g  leg is
la tio n  a lready requires th a t 75% 
o f a ll personnel on A m erican  ships 
m ust be citizens.

Statistics Conspicuously 
Absent

The B land B ill,  endorsed by the 
M a ritim e  Commission and the De
p a rtm e n t o f Com m erce—in  o ther 
words, a governm ent b i l l— was 
opposed a t yeste rday’s hearing 
on ly  by the unions w h ich  Lunde
berg represents. F o r three hours 
a packed hearing room o f hostile  
shipowners, Congressmen and 
governm ent offic ia ls heard L u n 
deberg f irm ly  stand by the posi
tio n  o f the seamen, th a t they w ill 
f ig h t aga inst any fu r th e r  inroads 
in to  the m em bership of th e ir  un
ion th rou gh  th is  “ a lien ”  sm oke
screen.

The b il l was no t opposed by the 
S ta lin is t- le d  N a tion a l M a ritim e  
U n ion - -and no t because they 
were asleep, e ither. In  the ha ll 
outside the hearing  room, Lunde
berg encountered the N M U ’s leg 
is la tive  representative, and to ld  
h im  w h a t he tho ugh t o f the S ta 
lin is t  ra ts  who were toq ye llow  to 
defend th e ir  m em bership against 
the B land b ill.

W ash ing ton  is lite ra lly  sw a rm 
in g  w ith  shipowners, here to push 
hundreds o f b ills  w h ich  they have 
in troduced to  ge t more g ra vy  and 
t r y  to ge t the unions ham strung .

The endorsements by the gov
ernm ent’s M a ritim e  Commission 
and the D epartm ent o f Commerce 
o f the B land b ill b a rr in g  non
c itizen  seamen fro m  U n ited  States 
vessels w i l l  no t surprise the un

ionized seamen. F o r they have 
had p le n ty  o f experience w ith  the 
use by the governm ent o f a n t i
a lien moves w h ich  are a c tu a lly  
designed to smash the unions.

Gov’t  Strikebreaking, 1934
S till fresh  in  the m inds o f the 

seamen, especia lly on the W est 
Coast, is the governm ent’s role 
d u rin g  the San F rancisco general 
s tr ik e  o f 1934, w h ich  was called 
to back the seamen. F ea ring  to  
a tta c k  the unions openly and d i
rec tly , the governm ent in tervened 
f irs t  aga inst “ aliens.”  G overnor 
M e rriam  had sent a te legram  to 
M adam e P erkins, u rg in g  th a t the 
D epartm ent o f Labor commence 
a series o f deporta tions in order 
to  crush the s tr ike .

M adame P erk ins q u ic k ly  ob
liged. She sent a te legram  on 
J u ly  19, 1934, w h ich  said:

“Answering your telegram  
to me in regard to action by 
federal immigration authorities,
I  assure you that the Depart
ment of Labor w ill cooperate 
w ith California officials . . . The  
applicable immigration statutes 
authorize the department to 
take into custody and deport 
any alien who advocates disbe
lie f in or opposition to all or
ganized government or teaches 
communism. The Commissioner 
of Im m igration and N a tura li
zation a t Washington has today 
again wired to the D istric t D i
rector at. San Francisco to act 
w ith  promptness in any case in 
which there is evidence present
ed to or discovered by him in
dicating that an alien is de- 
portable. . . . ”

In  such a m anner the “ New  
Deal”  cab inet m em ber “ represent
in g ”  Labo r gave the w a te r fro n t 
bosses the cue to m ask the a t
tack  against the San Francisco 
w o rke rs  under the guise o f “ a lien 
troub le  m akers”  who “ teach com 
m un ism ." ( In c id e n ta lly  i t  made 
no difference to M adame P erk ins 
th a t the im m ig ra tio n  laws a t the 
tim e  made no m ention w hateve r 
o f the phrase “ teaches com m u
nism .”  )

M ainly Citizens Arrested
Then s ta rte d  the waves o f a r 

rests and ille g a l raids. O ut o f 373 
who were arrested d u rin g  the 
s tr ik e  as aliens, no less than  272 
were c itizens o f the U n ited  States! 
T h a t alone proved th a t the drive 
aga inst "a liens”  was m ere ly  a 
m ethod w hereby the em ployers 
cloaked th e ir  un ion -bus ting  drive  
aga inst the w orkers.

IB E W  Loca l Appeals to Unions 
To Back E lectrica l Workers

When other New York building 
trades unions failed to back up 
the light of Local 3, International 
Brotherhood of Electrical W ork
ers, against a lockout by the Con
solidated Edison Company at the 
39th Street power plant Local 3 
look the unusual step last week 
of having its pickets distribute 
leaflets to the members of the 
other unions at the plant, pro
testing “the disorganized display 
of the union building trades w ork
ers” and calling upon the workers 
to “demand from the representa
tives of your Local Union that 
action be taken on this question 
at once.”

The p lan t, now being modern- 
Ized, involves considerable con
struction work, and for many 
years this work has been con
ceded to Ixical 3 by the company. 
Consolidated-Edison is a tte m p t
in g  now, however, to  take th is  
w o rk  aw ay fro m  the union, w h ich 
w o rks  a s ix -hou r day, 30 hour 
week, a t tw o  do lla rs an hour, and 
have the w o rk  done by com pany 
union men who w o rk  an e igh t- 
hour day a t seventy cents to 
$1.10 an hour.

A cco rd in g ly  19 representatives 
o f the bu ild in g  unions m et in  the 
B u ild in g  Trades and C onstruction  
Council on M ay 16 and decided 
th a t a non-union cond ition  existed 
a t the p lan t. The Council voted 
to call o ff a ll w o rkers  fro m  the

job. However, the representatives 
o f the o ther bu ild ing  trades u n 
ions did  no t show up to call off 
th e ir  men. Local 3 is therefore 
pressing fo r  action  by d is tr ib u t
in g  the leaflet.

The fu l l  te x t o f the Local 3 
leafle t fo llow s:

“ TO T H E  T R A D E  U N IO N  
W O R K E R S  

o f the
39th S T R E E T  PO W ER  H O USE 

“ W ould you w a n t to  see a head
line  in  ou r D a ily  Newspaper some 
m orn ing , reading as fo llow s:

"A  C O M P LE T E  D E M O R A L I
Z A T IO N  OF T H E  E N T IR E  

O R G A N IZ E D  LA B O R  M O V E 
M E N T  IS  T A K IN G  P LA C E  
IN  N E W  Y O R K ”
"D o you realize th a t the u n ity  

o f the B u ild in g  Trade W orkers  is 
being broken by the Consolidated 
Edison Company, w ith  the aid  of 

¡Un ion T rade W orke rs?
"S top  and consider w h a t th is  

w i l l  e ve n tua lly  lead to. I t  is not 
unbelievable. I t  can happen and is 
happening a t every s troke  of 
w o rk  th a t you arc p e rfo rm in g  on 
th is  job. Stop before i t  is too late. 
Do you think your representatives 
arc doing the right thing?

“ Do no t be b lind  to  the penny 
wise and d o lla r foo lish  po licy. You 
m ay be next unless you live  up to 
the p rinc ip les o f real unionism . 
Be U n ion M en— N o t Card Men. 
“ In  U n ity  there is S tren g th .”  Co

operate and help m a in ta in  the “ 30 
H o u r W eek”  and our standards as 
w e ll as yours, so th a t we m ay 
a ll live  lik e  hum an beings and no t 
like  slaves.

"T h a t w h ich  is w o rth  w inn ing  
is w o rth  f ig h tin g  fo r.

“ Rem em ber—i t  is y o u r liv e li
hood fo r  you r loved ones as w e ll 
its ours th a t wc ask you to  up
hold. We m ust a ll s tr iv e  toge the r 
to m a in ta in  ou r standards. W ake 
up before i t  is too late.

“Demand from the representa
tives of your Local Union that 
action be taken on this question 
at once.

“ We know  how you feel every 
tim e  you pass the P icke t Line. 
W h y  should any man have to  
low er his d ig n ity  and lose his 
self-respect. Remember th a t we 
have a lw ays g iven and a lw ays 
w ill g ive ou r support whenever 
you r r ig h ts  are questioned.

“ The Consolidated Edison Com 
pany is la ug h in g  up th e ir  sleeves 
a t the disorganized d isp lay  o f the 
U n ion B u ld ing  Trade W orkers.

“ D O N ’T  T E A R  D O W N  T H E  
F O U N D A T IO N  W H IC H  W E  
H A V E  B U IL T  TH R O U G H  
M A N Y  Y E A R S  OF H A R D  
W O R K  —  R E M E M B E R  — 
■UNITED W E  S T A N D — D I
V ID E D  W E  F A L L ’— S U P 
PO RT LO C A L  No. 3 o f the 
IB E W  !”

Need Two-a-W eek  
Appeal to Fight War

Every day we come closer to w ar and every day the necessity 
of publishing the A P P E A L  twice a week instead of once becomes 
ever more urgent. To struggle against the w ar propaganda, to 
teach the workers the meaning of every move of the Roosevelt 
go\ eminent, is a task which cannot be fulfilled by an A P P E A L  
which comes out only once a week.

Our branches, however, do not seem to realize this urgent 
necessity. W e have collected only $160.00 in the last week, barely 
enough to keep the A P P E A L  going on the basis of once a  week. 
Only three weeks are le ft and 61% of the funds pledged are still 
due. In  those three weeks we mast collect every cent.

Every comrade must be a t his post for the tivo-a-week Appeal.

S C O R E B O A R D
B ranch Pledged Paid %

U psta te  N ew  Y o r k ........ .........$ 50.00 $ 50.00 100
A k ro n  .............................. 10.00 100
R o ckv ille  ........................ 5.00 100
Texas ................................. 5.00 100
Chicago ............................ 90.00 90
St. P a u l ............................ 160.00 80
L y n n  ............................. 37.00 74
M inneapo lis .................... 200.00 67
Boston ............................ 119.50 66
D e tro it  ............................. 46.35 62
P hilade lph ia  .................... ......... 25.00 13.00 52
F lin t  ............................... 55.00 50
N ew  Y o rk  C i t y ............. 417.00 44
Toledo ............................. 17.50 44
E ast Chicago ............... ......... 25.00 10.00 40
B a ltim o re  ........................ 10.00 40
Los A n g e le s .................... 40.50 40
N e w ark  ............................ 30.00 30
B u ffa lo  ............................ 1.00 20
M a ritim e  W orke rs  . . . . ......... 780.00 150.00 19
N ew  Haven ..................... 10.00 18
N a tio n a l Office ............... ......... 550.00 44.20 8
San F rancisco ............... 0.00 0
Omaha .............................. 0.00 0
Seattle  ............................. 0.00 0
Ind ianapo lis  ...................... 0.00 o
O akland ............................ 0.00 0
P o rtla nd  ............................ 0.00 0
L o ra in  ................................. 0.00 0

$1521.05 39.0

E X T R A ! E X T R A !
M inneapo lis hais increased its  

reg u la r w eek ly  bundle order fro m  
200 copies to  1000! T h is  is now 
the la rge s t reg u la r bundle on the 
Appeal m a ilin g  lis t,  and show’s a 
f irm  in te n tio n  on the p a r t o f the 
M inneapo lis comrades to  make 
the Appeal know n to  the tho u 
sands o f w o rkers  w ith in  th e ir  
te r r ito ry . F actories  and union 
ha lls w i l l  be covered tho rough ly .

T h is o rder n a tu ra lly  involves a 
fina nc ia l sacrifice on the p a rt of 
these comrades, and the Appeal 
office has the re fo re  extended a 
p re fe ren tia l ra te  to  m ake the 
burden as lig h t  as possible. We 
salute these comrades fo r  ta k in g  
the lead in  b r in g in g  ou r press to 
broad layers of the w ork ing -c lass  
re g u la r ly  every week, and w ill 
g ive  fu l l  p u b lic ity  to th e ir  en
deavors.

* * *

To a ll o ther branches anxious 
to spread th e ir  influence among 
the thousands o f w orkers, we say: 
F o llow  the exam ple o f M innea
polis, and swell y o u r bundle order 
to several tim es its  present size! 
Get ou t among the w o rkers  w ith  
the paper, and see th a t i t  reaches 
the people fo r  whom  i t  is in tend 
ed. Center a ll y o u r s treng th  on 
reaching as m any w o rkers  as 
possible! Te ll us you r financ ia l 
problem , and we sha ll extend to 
you the best p re fe re n tia l ra te  pos
sible.

* * *

Subs w eren’t  too good th is  
week, w ith  on ly  17 received since 
the 1st o f June. M inneapo lis ac
counted fo r  ne a rly  h a lf o f them. 
The comrades elsewhere th ro u g h 
ou t the cou n try  w ill have to get 
up some rea l steam, i f  they in 
tend to  keep in  the runn ing . M in 
neapolis is s e ttin g  a fas t pace on 
its  Appeal w ork . Here is th is  
w’eek's record:

B u y  the  A P P E A L

IN MINNEAPOLIS
a t:

Shinders News Co.,
6th  St. &  Hennepin Av. 

M o rris  Krornan,
4 th  St. &  N ic o lle t Av. 

P ioneer News Co.,
238 Second Av., South

A . Peterson News Stand, 
W ash ing ton  A v . &  B ’w ay N.

Labor Book store,
919 M arq ue tte  A v .

M p ls ...................  7
N. Y ......................... . . . . . . .  .3
C h ic a g o ...................................... 2
Y o u n g s to w n ..............................i
D e tro it  ...................................... i
P h ila .............................................. i
Boston ...................................... i
Los A n g e le s ..............................l

T o ta l.............. 17
B y  ne x t week we should begin 

to  see f irs t  reoults o f the branch 
subscrip tion  d rive  announced in 
the la s t issue. Remember, a bound 
volum e o f the Appeal to  every 
comrade b rin g in g  in  5 subs; and 
the 1938 and both 1939 bound 
volum es to  every branch g e ttin g  
25 subs. Get busy, comrades! Get 
those subs in !

* * * * *
The Los Angeles branch is the 

th ird  m a jo r center w h ich  has had 
g re a t success w ith  the D e tro it 
R E D  S U N D A Y  plan. Boston has 
been b reak ing  records fo r  three 
m onths now th rou gh  its  use, 
show ing th a t i t  w o rks  ju s t as 
w e ll on the E ast Coast as i t  now 
seems to be do ing 3000 m iles 
aw ay in  Los Angeles.

We quote the W est Coast re 
p o rt:

"The L .A . comrades have adopt
ed an excellent m ethod fo r  ne igh
borhood sales o f the S O C IA L IS T  
A P P E A L , suggested by the ex
perience o f the D e tro it  comrades:

“ 1. T e ll the person who comes 
to  the door th a t you are d is tr i
b u tin g  a w o rke rs ’ paper free, as 
p a r t o f the A n t i-W a r  cam paign 
o f the S.W.P.

“ 2. A sk  h im  to donate to the 
Appeal fund, by d ropp ing  a coin 
in  the con ta iner you hold up w h ile  
passing the Appea l to him .

3 The ob ject is to cover as 
m any homes as possible. Speed 
is an im p o rta n t fa c to r in the suc
cess o f th is  plan.

“ This procedure has been used 
tw ice w ith  increasing success. We 
are convinced th a t th is  m ethod 
w il l  insure mass d is tr ib u tio n  o f 
ou r press. We call on a ll locals 
to m ake use o f it .  (signed) M .W .”

A l l  ou t on R E D  S U N D A Y S !

In AKRON, 0 .
the A P P E A L  m ay
be o b t a i n e d  a t:

N E W S  E X C H A N G E ,
51 S. M a in  St.

P O R TA G E  C IG ARS,
cor. H ow ard  & 
W est M a rk e t



JUNE 15, 1940 S O C I A L I S T  A P P E A L 3

by Robert L. B irch m a n = = J  

British "A id”  to Haile Selassie
B rita in  is m ak ing  ove rtu res to  H a ile  Selassie, 

exiled K in g  o f E th iop ia . Reports in  the N egro 
press are th a t consu lta tions are ta k in g  place 
da ily  a t Selassie’s residence in  Bath .

As the tension grows in  the M ed ite rranean and 
I ta ly ’s e n try  in to  the w a r on the side o f G erm any 
becomes a fac t, the B r it is h  hope to  use H a ile  
Selassie as a ra lly in g  force to  appeal to the co l
ored peoples o f her colon ia l em pire fo r  support o f 
the w ar. Th is is o f im portance since the colon ia l 
peoples are no t ra lly in g  so read ily  to B r ita in 's  
war.

S ir Sidney B arton , fo rm e r B r it is h  ambassador 
to Addis A baba recen tly  headed a de legation fro m  
the A byss in ia  Association (a  w h ite  g roup ) th a t 
in te rv iew ed the ex -k ing  and assure h im  o f the 
associa tion’s support to  restore h im  to  his throne 
— under an A ng lo -F rench  p ro te c to ra te !— a fte r  the 
Ita lia n s  are expelled fro m  E th iop ia .

The colored people o f the en tire  w o rld  m ust 
support the E th iop ians  in  th e ir  s trugg le  fo r  in 
dependence. B u t they m ust be warned th a t to  p u t 
any dependence upon France o r E ng land  in  th is  
s trugg le  w i l l  no t mean independence b u t on ly  a 
new fo rm  o f slavery, m ere ly  exchanging an 
A ng lo -F rench  yoke fo r  I ta ly ’s.

The E th io p ian  masses can on ly  w in  th e ir  in 
dependence by an u n re m itt in g  s trugg le  waged 
f irs t  o f a ll o f course aga inst th e ir  present oppres
sor I ta ly ,  b u t waged w ith  the perspective o f p re 
ven ting  any o th e r im p e ria lis t power fro m  rep lac
in g  I ta ly  as m aste r o f E th iop ia . Such a s trugg le  
w ill insp ire  the o ther oppressed colon ia l peoples 
in th e ir  s trugg le  aga inst F rench and B r it is h  im 
peria lism . The hundreds o f thousands o f colon ia l 
troops, m any o f them  now in  the N ear East, 
would ra l ly  to  the suppo rt o f colonial revo lts  d i
rected aga inst a ll the im peria lis ts .

One in d ica tion  th a t th is  is a real p o ss ib ility  is 
tne rep o rt th a t appeared in  the N egro press la s t 
fa ll to the effect th a t the b lack E r itre a n  troops of 
I ta ly  tu rned  on the w h ite  I ta lia n  soldiers, and 
a fte r  k il l in g  them  all, w en t o ff to  jo in  the E th io p 
ian General H iw o t, ta k in g  w ith  them  a ll th e ir  
arm s and am m unition .

L e t H a ile  Selassie ge t arm s fro m  the B rit is h . 
B u t any prom ises he makes in  re tu rn  fo r  the 
arm s should no t be b ind ing  on the E th io p ian  peo
ple. B r it is h  w o rke rs  should cheerfu lly  tra n s m it 
such arm s to  a colon ia l people, fo r  these arm s can 
be used by the E th iop ians  to  w in  th e ir  freedom. 
The revo lu tiona ry  s trugg le  aga inst im p e ria lis t w a r 
is aided by successful m il ita ry  action o f any co l
on ia l people aga inst the  im p e ria lis t power w h ich  
dom inates th a t colored people— if  th a t colon ia l 
people conducts th a t w a r fo r  its  ow n indepen
dence and no t as a too l o f one o f the im p e ria lis t 
powers.

Negro Aid to France Is 
Denounced by George Schuyler

“ O f a ll the incred ib le  nonsense o f w h ich  so- 
called A m erican Negroes have been g u ilty , I  
th in k  the pa lm  m ust go to the ‘F ive fo r  France ' 
cam paign w h ich  has its  headquarters a t A t la n ta  
un ive rs ity ,”  says George S chuyler in  the P it ts 
burgh C ourie r (June 8), in  reference to  the plan 
to collect five cents each fro m  Negro students “ to 
g ive som ething, no m a tte r how li t t le ,  to  the brave 
Senegalese and W est Ind ia n  soldiers who are 
fig h tin g  to  save the noblest cou n try  in  E urope.”  

So fa r  on ly  S103.05 has been collected and we 
are to ld  th a t "The response fro m  adults, how 
ever, has been less encouraging.” Schuyler con- 
tines: " I  th in k  i t  is a ve ry  encouraging sign th a t 
Negro adu lts  have no t wasted th e ir  n icke ls  in  th is  
m anner; bu t depressing to  learn th a t N egro 
youngsters are de p riv ing  themselves o f chocolate 
bars, m ilk  and soda pop to dum p money in to  the 
lap o f F rench p lu toc ra cy .”

“ W hy the Senegalese and F rench W est Ind ians 
should f ig h t to save F rance is a m yste ry . B oth  
have been u n m e rc ifu lly  exp lo ited by the hard- 
fisted Gauls, the fo rm e r fo r  over a cen tu ry  and 
the la tte r  fo r  about three centuries. B o th  have 
done the d ir ty  w o rk  o f F rench im peria lism  a ll 
over the w orld , w a llo w in g  in  m ud and blood to 
enrich the bankers, in d u s tria lis ts  and tradesm en 
who run the Republic and received l i t t le  except 
w orth less medals fo r  it .

“ I t  is m y personal op in ion th a t Negroes dy ing  
fo r  F rance are stooges and saps. The aggression 
called H itle r is m , w h ich  they are now s tup id ly  
b a ttling , d iffe rs  on ly in  name from  the aggression 
which the F rench have v is ited  upon numerous 
A fr ic a n  na tions and the people o f Indo-China, 
than w h ich  there is none m ore ground down. . . .

“ I f  i t  is m ere ly  a m a tte r o f sending m oney to  
Negro soldiers, w hy n o t take up a co llection  fo r 
the troopers in  Eng land 's  W est A fr ic a n  F ro n tie r  
force o r the da rk  reg im ents in  her Ind ian  a rm y?  
O r w hy neglect B e lg ium ’s b lack slave catchers in  
the Congo ? O r the un ifo rm ed d a rk  m in ions o f 
Queen W ilh e lm ina  ? O r fo r  th a t m a tte r, the 50,- 
000 b lack I ta lia n  soldiers in  E as t A fr ic a ?  None 
o f these countries is m ore im p e ria lis t than  
France. T he ir b lack soldiers, lik e  those o f France, 
are used, not to  defend democracy, b u t to  keep 
down ’un rest’ in  th e ir  colon ia l slave pens and to 
help, when necessary, to  defend the p ro pe rty  and 
money o f the respective gangs o f p lu to c ra tic  
masters.

These b lack F rench soldiers deserve no rew ard 
fo r  r is k in g  th e ir  lives to  perpetuate a pernicious 
system, ju s t as A m erican Negro soldiers deserved 
no rew ard fro m  Negroes fo r  he lp ing to  s laugh te r 
Ind ians and F ilip in os  to  fu r th e r  A m erica ’s ‘M a n i
fes t D estiny .’

“ The ’n o b ility ’ o f F rance is to be judged by 
Negroes fro m  a Negro po in t o f v iew  and no t 
fro m  the p o in t o f v iew  o f the in te lle c tua l gen
darm erie  o f c a p ita lis t im peria lism . As an ex
p lo ite r o f Negroes, F rance has no peer. T rue ,it 
f la tte rs  and slops over a p icked hand fu l o f N eg
roes and has boosted iso lated blackam oors to 
h igh positions as a rew ard  fo r  m isd irec tin g  and 
be tra y in g  th e ir  people. B u t so have a few  N eg
roes everywhere, even in  the U n ited  States, won 
th e ir  30 pieces o f s ilve r. We cannot judge the 
position o f the bu lk  o f b lacks under the T h ird  
Republic by the tre a tm e n t accorded a handfu l, 
no more than  we can judge the position o f the 
A m erican N egro sharecroppers and slum  dwellers 
by th a t o f a sm all num ber o f sleek, im m acula te  
and well-housed college professors, doctors, un
de rtakers  and num bers barons.”

I L G W U  C o n ve n t io n  R u le d  by W a r-M o n g e rs
DUBINSKY MACHINE COMMITS UNION TO BACK 

FDR, AID ALLIES, REJOIN AFL

By A  D E L E G A T E
The fo r t ie th  ann iversary  con

vention o f the In te rn a tio n a l L a 
dies G arm en t W orke rs  U n ion ad
journed on June 7 a fte r  twelve 
days o f bu reaucra tic  s team ro lling  
th rou gh  o f reso lu tions advoca ting  
a th ird  term , u n lim ite d  aid to  the  
A llie s  (s h o rt o f w a r [? ]  ), re a f
f ilia t io n  w ith  the  A F L  and m any 
o ther re a c tio n a ry  measures not 
consistent w ith  a supposedly' p ro 
gressive trade union.

P resident D ub insky  keynoted 
the  convention a t the  opening 
session a t M adison Square G ar
den M ay 27 w ith  a w ar-m onger- 
in g  speech th a t m ig h t easily have 
been w r it te n  by co rpo ra tion  la w 
yers fro m  the  house o f M organ, 
S tandard O il, the R ockefe lle r in 
terests and th e ir  ilk . F rom  then 
on, d u rin g  the days th a t followed, 
each successive speaker seemed 
to  be t r y in g  to  s ta r t  in  where the  
la s t speaker le f t  off.

Each expressed in  his own in 
im ita b le  w ay th a t labo r and cap
ita l m ust cooperate, th a t labor, 
above a ll, m ust no t s tr ike , th a t 
W o rld  W a r 2 is  d iffe re n t than 
the la s t w a r in  th a t th is  is a ju s t 
w a r on the p a r t o f the same A l
lies, etc. One speaker ra tiona lized  
i t  by say ing  th a t i f  G erm any had 
won the la s t w a r she w ou ld  have 
demanded colonies, bu t i f  Ger
m any w ins th is  w a r she w il l  de
m and c iv iliza tion .

Delegates In tim id a te d
The re a ffilia tio n  o f the IL G W U  

w ith  the A F L  was achieved a- 
m id s t a re ign  o f in tim id a tio n  
com parable on ly  to  th a t w h ich  
b rough t abou t the passing o f the 
w a r reso lution. A lth o u g h  sixteen 
reso lu tions representing over 40,- 
000 members were presented to

the convention advoca ting  an in 
dependent status, on ly  tw elve de l
egates who refused to  be in t im i
dated rose to  vote against a ff il i
ation. On the basis o f a fra c tio n  
over tw o delegates to each thou
sand members, there should have 
been a t least 80 votes against. 
The tw elve who voted against 
a ffilia tio n  were called Com m u
n ists  by  D u b in sky— a p e rfo r
mance he repeated on o ther votes.

The reso lu tion advoca ting  a 
th ird  te rm  fo r  Roosevelt was 
greeted w ith  a planned demon
s tra tio n  th a t lasted a t least 15 
m inutefi. Th is tim e, the "C om 
m un is ts”  and “ f i f th  co lum n ists”  
th a t had the ga ll to oppose the 
D ub insky  a d m in is tra tio n  num 
bered on ly  four.

A n t i-W a r  Vote
There were tw o  m in o r ity  re

po rts  on the w a r s itu a tio n — one 
by the S ta lin is ts , and one by 
Louis Nelson o f the New Y o rk  
kn itgoods w o rkers  representing a 
loose bloc o f no n -S ta lin is t oppo
nents o f the  p ro -w a r o rien ta tion  
o f the D u b in sky  ad m in is tra tion . 
The S ta lin its  re p o rt was fa r  more 
re fo rm is t, “ iso la tio n is t”  in  fo r 
m ula tion , than the o the r m in o r ity  
re p o rt and silent, o f course, on 
S ta lin ’s role in  Poland and F in 
land. I t  go t seven votes. Nelson’s 
re p o rt go t seventeen votes.

A lth o u g h  the Nelson re p o rt 
was backed by In te rn a tio n a l vice- 
president Rose Pesota and o ther 
o therw ise close co llobora to rs of 
the a d m in is tra tion , i t  g o t a re-

ception fro m  the ad m in is tra tio n  
w h ich  made clear th a t the S ta lin 
is ts  are m ere ly  a t the m om ent 
the m ost vulnerable v ic tim s , bu t 
woe to anybody who ta lk s  against 
w a r!

Charles S. Z im m erm an, m an
ager o f Local 22 and leading 
Lovestoneite, was no t to  be heard 
on the w ar, th ird  te rm  and A F L  
questions. So fa r  as the naked 
eye could discern, he was vo tin g  
w ith  the a d m in is tra tion , w h ile  
o the r Lovestoneites were vo tin g  
against. The on ly  sign o f the 
S oc ia lis t P a rty  was Gross’ p ro 
posal fo r  na tion a liza tio n  o f the 
m un itions  in d u s try — offered as an 
am endm ent to  the m a jo r ity ’s pro- 
A lly  rep o rt!

Z im m erm an played a p a r tic u 
la r ly  fo u l role when the reso lu
tions com m ittee  b rough t in  th is  
proposal on continuance o f the 
Dies C om m ittee: “ We believe th a t 
a reo rgan iza tion  o f th a t C o m m it
tee, m ak in g  i t  a jo in t  congression
al com m ittee  o f persons in te res t
ed, no t in  g r in d in g  th e ir  own po
li t ic a l axes, bu t in  do ing a jo b  fo r  
good governm ent, w il l prove of 
inestim able value.”

Z im m erm an was cha irm an fo r 
the day and had the la s t word. He 
was in  an ideal position to ra l ly  
opposition to th is  reac tiona ry  p ro 
posal, so dangerous in its  im p lica 
tions fo r  the labo r movement. 
Instead he made the fina l speech 
fo r  i t !

The proposed Congressional 
com m ittee, s a i d  Z im m erm an,

would “ make a rea l in ves tig a tion  
o f un -A m erican  ac tiv itie s , in c lud 
ing  F a th e r Coughlin, the K u  K lu x  
K lan, the S ilve r S h irts , and a ll 
o ther subversive o r reac tionary  
un -A m erican  ac tiv itie s . A nd  i f , ”  
concluded Z im m erm an w ith  cheap 
m alice addressing the S ta lin is ts , 
"as you c la im , the w o rk  o f the 
C om m unist p a r ty  is an open book, 
then there  is no reason w hy you 
should oppose the recom m enda
tion  o f the C om m ittee.”  A nd  th is  
scoundrel has been passing h im 
self o ff as a revo lu tio n is t!

S ta lin is t “ S tra te g y ”
On a num ber o f questions a 

few  consistent progressives had 
to vote w ith  the S ta lin is ts , but 
the S ta lin is ts  made i t  w e ll-n ig h  
im possib le to w in  the  the votes 
o f the average progressive dele
gate. A n  example was the ad m in i
s tra tio n  reso lu tion  advoca ting  re
p lacem ent o f the Dios C om m ittee 
by a jo in t  Congressional com m it
tee w h ich  would have the same 
purpose as the Dies Com m ittee, 
i.e., in ves tig a tion  o f the Com m u
n is t p a rty . I t  was a th o ro ug h ly  
reac tiona ry  reso lution, and one 
aga inst w h ich  i t  m ig h t have been 
possible to  ra l ly  advanced w o rk 
ers.

Instead o f a tta c k in g  the reso
lu tio n  and the role o f such a Con
gressional com m ittee, however, 
the S ta lin is t delegates devoted 
themselves to  w h itew ash ing  the 
C om m unist p a rty . They made the 
issue one o f fo r  o r against the 
C.P. In  th a t l ig h t  the delegates

voted, and on ly  tw o  o r three non- 
S ta lin is ts  voted aga inst the reso
lu tion .

The b u rn ing  questions o f the 
trade th a t con fron ts  the union ? 
E xcep t fo r  a few  p e rfu n c to ry  re 
solu tions the un ion ’s tasks were 
shunted aside. The convention 
was dom inated by the w a rm o n 
g e rin g  speakers w ith  whom  D u
b insky flooded the p la tfo rm , day 
a fte r  day.

Un ion “ Babies”  Learn

B u t there  was m ore to the 
convention than the D ub insky 
gang. There were m any demon
s tra tio n s  d u rin g  the convention 
by the old  tim e  cloakm akers, the 
newer elem ent o f dressmakers, 
and perhaps m ost in te re s tin g  of 
a ll, the so-called babies o f the 
union fro m  its  new ly o iganized 
locals in  the M idw est and the 
E aste rn  ou t-o f-to w n  departm ent. 
I t  was hearten ing  to  see these 
young people, fu l l  o f th e ir  fresh 
s o lid a rity  w ith  the trade  union 
movement. They proved to  the 
convention th a t they had w h a t 
i t  takes to  w in  s trikes . They le ft 
no doubt in the m inds o f the dele
gates w h a t th e ir  actions would be 
i f  called upon to  s tr ik e  again and 
again. The recognized the class 
line between themselves and th e ir  
bosses.

A ll these young people came to 
the convention, as was na tu ra l 
fo r  people who have recen tly  d is
covered unionism , as a rden t ad
m in is tra tio n  supporters. B u t most 
o f them  w ent aw ay w ith  a new 
tho ugh t o r tw o. They sat aghast 
as D ub insky  shu t up delegates, 
denounced a ll opposition as Com
m un ist, and ra ilroaded the con
vention. D u b in sky  w il l  pay fo r  
th a t hys te rica l perform ance.

Citing Documents Is a Dangerous 
Business, M r. Earl Browder!

E a rl B row der, in  his c losing | peace and the peace o f A m erica.
speech to the C om m unist p a rty  
convention ,said:

"C oncre te ly  today, ou r coun try  
is u n it in g  its  people fo r  a rea l

" Is  there  any o th e r p a r ty  in  f iSh t  fo r  peace and progress. W e 
A m erica  today th a t can b r in g : re jec t the cow ard ly  and hypocri- 
fo r th  the documents and the ad- tica l theories o f iso la tion  and neu- 
vice th a t i t  gave A m erica  tw o, ! t r a l i ty  w h ich  have aided the fas- 
three and fo u r years ago, and ask c‘s*- w ar-m akers.
A m erica— i f  you A m erica, had| “ A ll A m erica  is ra lly in g  to  the 
fo llowed the advice we gave you | ca ll o f P resident Roosevelt to  
then, is i t  not e n tire ly  possible th ro w  the w e ig h t o f our cou n try  
tha t A m erica  could have been the in to  the scales on the side o f 
force to  preven t th is  ho rrib le  security , jus tice , peace and in te r
s laugh te r th a t is engu lfing  th e 'n a tio n a l o rder fo r  a ll peoples.”  
w o rld?  No! There is no o th e rj (B row de r speech, D a ily  W orker, 
p a r ty  th a t w ants to  resu rrec t its  A ug . 27, 1938). 
docum ents o f tw o  o r three years, 
ago. A ll i t  asks is th a t these doc
um ents be fo rg o tte n  as q u ic k ly  as | “ The issue in  the w o rld  s itua - 
possible. W ha t o ther p a r ty  can tion  is fasc is t w a r-m a k in g  aggres- 
pass such a tes t o f com paring  its  sion and its  allies, aga inst the
past proposals w ith  the p rinc ip le
needs o f the w o rld ." (D a ily  W o rk 
er, June 6, 1940).

A ll r ig h t, M r. B row der. 
“ B row der, in  add ition , swore by 

V> ash ington and Jefferson, tha t, 
he owed allegiance on ly  to the

peace-loving and dem ocra tic peo-
ples. A nd  th a t is the issue and 
a lign m en t in ou r ow n Novem ber 
elections. The dem ocracy o f the  I 
U.S. is faced w ith  the necessary 
choice e ith e r to  surrender or 
figh t. To surrender is sim ple: 
‘peace’ o f the M unich type can 
a lw ays be purchased so long as 

A m erican  F la g .”  (N . Y . Post, Oct. people are ready to  pay the price, 
1, 1937). ‘ and then H it le r  w il l solve a ll o th -

“ In  the r is in g  m o v e m e n t  er problem s fo r  us. To fig h t, and 
th rou gh ou t the w o rld  to h a lt H it-1  to w in  th rou gh  to v ic to ry , is hard
le r and to  save w o rld  peace the 
U.S. is p la y in g  a more active 
ro le.”  (D a ily  W orke r, Sept. 29, 
1938— e d ito r ia l) .

and d ifficu lt, and requires the 
close alliance and u n ity  o f a ll 
forces th a t can be ra llied , in  
Am erica  and th rou gh ou t the 
world . As we m arch to  the polls 
to cast our ba llo ts  fo r  progress 

“ A nd  we (the  C om m unist pa r- and Dem ocracy aga inst reaction 
ty )  support the peace po licy  o f and fascism . . .”  (B row de r speech 
President Roosevelt as one of th e ! suppo rting  Roosevelt, D a ily  W o rk - 
m ost hopefu l fac to rs  fo r  w o rld  er, Nov. 5, 1938).

“ A t  his press conference, 
B row der was asked to give his 
opin ion o f the po licy o f increased 
arm am ents fo r  con tinen ta l de
fense po licy  recen tly  ou tlined by 
P resident Roosevelt.

“  ‘B u t I  say th a t arm am ents 
are no t enough,’ he emphasized, 
‘p a r t ic u la r ly  in  a w o rld  where 
g re a t expenditures fo r  arm s are 
fo llow ed by concessions to  the 
fasc is t powers. I f  a long w ith  a rm 
am ents came a positive  p rogram  
fo r  com b a tting  fasc is t aggression, 
arm am ents would not be bad’.”  
(D a ily  W orker, Nov. 28, 1938).

* * *

“ W h y  do we need a navy in 
L a tin  A m erica?  Because we de
serted Spain w h ich  w ould have 
saved L a tin  Am erica.

“ We Com m unists, tra d it io n a lly  
oposed to  arm am ents, w ith d ra w  

\ ou r ob jections to arm am ents on 
; one cond ition— th a t the a rm a
ments be used to  ca ll a ha lt to  the 
fasc is t aggressors.”  (B row der 
speech, D a ily  W orker, Nov. 29, 
1938).

* * *

“ A ll A id  to  the H ero ic  Polish 
People. S upport Poland and all 
those who are he lp ing the Polish 
people save th e ir  independence 
fro m  N azi ba roa rism .”  (D a ily  
W orker, Sept. 11, 1939).

E tc., etc., etc.

"I knows it ,  B row der;
“ I  knows it ,  B row der;
"O u r line  has changed aga in .”

Join the Socialist 
Workers Party

Roosevelt Refuses To 
Commute Sentences 
Of WPA Strikers

M IN N E A P O L IS — The W P A  
Defense Com m ittee o f the 
M inneapolis C entra l Labo r U n 
ion was no tified  fro m  W ash
ing ton  la s t week th a t P res i
dent Roosevelt has rejected 
organized la bo r’s p e tit io n  to 
com m ute the sentences o f the 
M inneapolis W P A  s tr ike rs , s ix  
o f whom  are s t i l l  se rv ing  tim e 
a t Sandstone federal prison.

The sole “ c rim e”  fo r  w h ich  
these w orkers  were convicted 
was th a t they had pa rtic ipa ted  
in  la s t sum m er’s W P A  s trike . 
Though nationw ide, the s tr ik e  
was p a r tic u la r ly  e ffective  in 
M inneapolis, where no t on ly 
the sk illed  b u ild in g  trades 
w orkers bu t also the unsk illed  
W P A  w orkers  w ent out. 
thanks to the s o lid a r ity  o f the 
unions and the unemployed 
m ovem ent here. P recise ly fo r  
th a t reason Roosevelt made 
an "exam ple”  o f the M inne
apolis s tr ike rs .

CLARKE SPEAKS IN LOS ANGELES
S A N  F R A N C IS C O — George C larke, m em ber o f the N a tion a l 

C om m ittee  o f the S ocia lis t W orkers  P a rty , spent the  past week 
here on his coast-to-coast tou r.

N e x t week Com rade C la rke  w il l  be in  Los Angeles. On T hurs- 
| day, June 20, he speaks a t the Embassy A u d ito r iu m  o f Assem bly 

H a ll, 843 G rand S treet, Los Angeles, on "W a r and the A m erican  
W orkers .”  The m ee ting  is a t 8 p.m.

On Thursday, June 27, he speaks a t the Los Angeles Labor 
Temple, 7315 South San Pedro S treet, on “ T rade U nions and the 
W ar.”  A  th ird  m ee ting  w il l  be held in  the  W ilm ing ton -S an  Pedro 
ha rbo r area.

M ilitan t Worker Gets 
25 Years by Frame-up

SYR A C U S E , N . Y .— C hris  Pop- 
pof, a m il ita n t  trade  un ion is t, a 
M acedonian im m ig ra n t who has 
devoted m ost o f his life  to the 
labo r m ovem ent, and who has 
been b lack lis ted  on job  a fte r  job 
because he insisted on fig h tin g  
the bosses,, has been sentenced to  
F IF T E E N  Y E A R S  TO T W E N 
T Y -F IV E  in the sta te prison on a 
trum ped-up  charge o f second de
gree a ttem pted  arson and con
sp iracy to  com m it arson.

The charge grew  out o f an a l
leged a ttem pted  bu rn ing  o f a res
ta u ra n t in W ate rtow n , N . Y., on 
Feb. 4, 1940.

Three men were arrested in  the 
case. One o f them , P ete r Gregor, 
the owner o f the restau ran t, died 
before the tr ia l.

Peter P a n a g e o t a t o s ,  also 
know n as Peter Burdabas, a con
fessed firebug who fo r  years has 
been s e ttin g  fires fo r  money, 
tu rned sta tes ’ evidence, im p lic a t
in g  Poppof.

N o t Charged W ith  F ire !

A cco rd ing  to Burdabas, the 
three men are supposed to  have 
m et in  the res tau ran t on tw o  
separate occasions. On January  
28, they m et there and G regor a l
legedly w en t o ff to ge t the $150 
add itiona l m oney fo r  the job 
wh ich was to have b ro ug h t $200. 
The o ther tw o  men are supposed 
to have busied themselves spread

ing  in flam m ab le  liquids, b u t when 
G regor fa iled  to  re tu rn , mopped 
up the stu ff, re tu rned  the $50 a l
ready paid them , and le f t  the 
keys w ith  G regor’s bro ther, Tho
mas.

Then on F ebru a ry  4 the y  are 
supposed to  have re tu rned  and 
again made the preparations. The 
fire fa iled  to m ate ria lize , how
ever.

The res tau ran t f in a lly  d id  burn  
down on F eb ru a ry  13, bu t Poppof 
was not ind ic ted fo r th is.

F ram ed by P rovocateur

A n o th e r w itness aga ins t Pop
pof, a m an named Lam pros, was 
an agent provocateur, h ired by a 
Greek detective Popos, who in 
tu rn  w o rks  fo r  the N a tiona l 
Board o f F ire  U n de rw rite rs .

The on ly  o the r w itness offered 
by the sta te denied on the w i t 
ness stand th a t he had any cou rt 
record. L e tte rs  fro m  P oppof’s a t 
to rne y  s ta te  th a t th is  man was

convicted and served tim e  fo r  
g rand larceny.

Chris Poppof's a tto rn e y  offered 
on ly  three witnesses fo r  his de
fense. One, Thomas G regor, b ro
the r o f the deceased res tau ran t 
owner, te s t ify in g  rega rd ing  the 
alleged m otive  fo r  the c rim e— 
break ing  the lease— said th a t i t  
was absolute ly  unnecessary fo r  
any such action as the land lord  
had to ld  h im  th a t G regor could 
move anytim e, as the place would 
b r in g  much more re n t than G re
go r was paying.

Paul Vasil, a cousin o f the Gre
gors, said th a t a lthough  he had 
been a frequen t v is ito r  a t the 
restau ran t, he had never seen 
Poppof o r Burdabas, and th a t he 
had no t been present, as alleged 
by Burdabas, when the keys and 
the m oney were re tu rned !

Cops Hated Poppof

F u rth e r evidence th a t the case 
against Poppof is a fram e-up  is a 
s lip  made by the Syracuse police 
when they  v is ited  Poppof in his 
cell in  the W a te rto w n  ja il.

They to ld  h im  th a t “ i f  he beat 
th is  case they would hook h im  on 
som eth ing else as soon as he 
came back to  Syracuse.”  F o r they 
know  h im  and hate h im  as a m il
ita n t  w orker.

F ram ed Once Before

This is no t the f ir s t  tim e  Pop
po f has been fram ed. The Im m i
g ra tio n  D epa rtm en t seized upon 
a te c h n ic a lity  to  t r y  to  deport 
him . He had had a previous con
v ic tion . They had h im  on a Greek 
boat, ready to  sa il when, a t the 
la s t m om ent, a pardon fo r  the 
previous conv ic tion  a rrived, s ign 
ed by G overnor Lehm an.

I t  is m ore than s ign ficant, also, 
th a t w h ile  Poppof received a sen
tence o f fro m  fifte e n  to  tw en ty - 
five years, his alleged conspira tor, 
Peter Burdabas, a confessed a r 
son ist o f long standing, go t on ly 
tw o  years.

I t  is likew ise s ig n ifica n t th a t 
wdiile Poppof was unable to  raise 
the $5,000 ba il set fo r  him , his 
alleged consp ira tor, Burdabas, fo r  
whom a pub lic  de fendant had a l
so to  be appointed, was able to  
raise the ba il money and enjoyed 
his freedom pending the t r ia l.

Poppof is a c lass-w ar v ic tim , 
ju s t as sure ly as i f  he were s tru ck  
down by the cops on the p icke t 
line.

Technique o f  
Drive Against 
Alien Workers

by S A M  M A  ROY
The cam paign aga inst “ a liens”  has reached 

such p ropo rtions  th a t a call fo r  mass m urder has 
issued d ire c tly  fro m  the floo r o f the U n ited  States 
Congress. R epresentative R obert F. R ich  (Rep., 
Pa. I on M ay  29 made the fo llo w in g  rem arks 
(Congressional Record, page 10811):

“ I  th in k  we ough t to  m ake every e ffo r t in  th is  
cou n try  to  find  those people who came to  th is  
cou n try  w'ho are t ry in g  to  o ve rth row  ou r govern 
m en t and no th in g  should stop th is  Congress fro m  
e ithe r de po rting  them  o r p u tt in g  them  in  concen
tra t io n  camps, and i f  we know  they are go ing  to 
do a n y th in g  to  ove rth ro w  ou r governm ent, we 
ough t lo  find a  good b rick  w a ll, p u t them  up 
aga inst it, and ge t our bayonets out, and i f  neces
sa ry  use them .”

On M ay 30, A tto rn e y  General E ll is  A rn a ll o f 
G eorgia proposed to G eorgia Congressmen to  re 
move the guarantee o f the U n ited  S tates C onsti
tu tio n  w'hich fo rm a lly  gives r ig h ts  to  a ll residents 
o f the coun try , irrespec tive  o f place o f b ir th  o r 
c itizensh ip  sta tus. A lo n g  w ith  th is  comes the 
S m ith  B il l p ro v id in g  fo r  f in g e r-p r in t in g  o f im m i
g ran ts , fo r  depo rta tion  o f non-citizens w ho be
longed to  a proscribed o rgan iza tion  a t any tim e  
in  the past.

Such is the s itu a tio n  in  the land w h ich  fo r  cen
tu ries  was know n as the tra d itio n a l asy lum  fo r  
the persecuted o f a ll lands. Such is the s itu a tio n  
in  the land w h ich  d u rin g  the days o f c a p ita lis t 
progress in v ite d  m ore than  37,000,000 im m i
g rants , to  d ig  its  coal, m ake its  steel, bu ild  its  
ra ilroads, p ick  its  crops, c u ltiva te  its  fie lds and 
produce riches fo r  the w ea lthy . M any o f these 
im m ig ra n ts  were b ro ug h t by s o lic it in g  companies, 
thousands o f o thers were kidnapped and shipped 
here in loads. “ Give me you r huddled masses 
yea rn ing  to breathe fre e ”  is s t i l l  the in sc rip tio n  
on the base o f the S tatue o f L ib e rty . N ow  th a t the 
ca p ita lis t class is in  a b lind  a lly , m ad ly  rac ing  
tow ards w ar, i t  seeks to tu rn  a ll its  w ra th  against 
those who created its  w ealth .

Arrested Aliens Get No Real Trial
W hen an alien w o rk e r is arrested by the Im m i

g ra tio n  Service fo r  deporta tion  he is no t even ac
corded a t r ia l by cou rt o r ju ry . He is tr ie d  by an 
im m ig ra tio n  inspector, who acts both as judge, 
prosecu to r and ju ry , w ho alone finds the fac ts  
and makes the record. He then presents them  to 
the S ecre tary o f Labor. There is no rev iew  d i
re c tly  fro m  the S ecre ta ry ’s o rder to  any court. I t  
is fina l so long as i t  has been shown th a t there 
was m ere ly  some evidence to  support the  decision 
and the hearing  no t grossly  un fa ir.

A nd ye t Congress has ju s t passed a la w  tra n s 
fe r r in g  the Im m ig ra tio n  Service fro m  the De
pa rtm e n t o f Labo r to the D epa rtm en t o f Justice, 
on the ground th a t the La bo r D e pa rtm en t “ does 
no t adequate ly enforce the im m ig ra tio n  la w s” ! 
T h is  measure is ca lcu la ted to  p u t the supervision 
o f the a lien w o rkers  d ire c t ly  under the F B I. 
Roosevelt's request fo r  speedy enactm ent o f th is  
law  prevented any pub lic  hearing  on the b ill by 
any com m ittee  o f Congress. W h a t a s trange con
tra s t to  the L a F o lle tte  B il l  w h ich  a ttem pted  to 
remove ce rta in  oppressive labo r practises— such 
as labo r spying, etc., w h ich  took m ore than  three 
years fo r  passage by the Senate. A nd  when pass
ed i t  is saddled w ith  an am endm ent fo rb idd ing  
the em p loym ent o f more than  10% o f non-citizen 
w o rke rs  in  any in te rs ta te  in d u s try , and o th e r re 
ac tio n a ry  features.

W ith  regard to these an ti-a lie n  b ills  now pend
ing, i t  is  ve ry  im p o rta n t to po in t o u t an ex
trem e ly  s ig n ifica n t fea tu re  o f th is  leg is la tion , 
w h ich  a t ju s t  a glance m ay appear to  be e n tire ly  
rem ote fro m  the subject. I t  is  the  re la tion  be
tween the p o ll- ta x  and these an ti-a lie n  b ills . The 
ove rw he lm ing  mass o f the an ti-a lie n  leg is la tion  
comes precise ly fro m  those d is tr ic ts  where alien 
w o rke rs  are a lm ost unknow n and the fo re ign - 
born popu la tion  neglig ib le .

The Mechanism of Alien-Baiting
One w ould th in k  th a t i f  the fo re ign -bo rn  w o rk 

ers represented a rea l danger to  the bosses, the 
Congressional representa tives o f the b ig  indus
t r ia l  areas, where the fo re ign -bo rn  w o rkers  are 
concentrated, w ould be the log ica l ones to  p ro 
pose these an ti-a lie n  measures. On the con tra ry , 
however, these Congressional lackeys o f the boss
es, are to  a considerable degree s t i l l  dependent 
on the votes o f the fo re ign -bom  w orkers . Hence 
there is a nefarious d iv is ion  o f labo r between rep
resentatives o f the la rge  in d u s tr ia l states and 
those Southern states where the vote is ve ry  re
s tr ic te d  by po ll taxes and o ther requirem ents, 
w h ich  w o rk  p a r tic u la r ly  w e ll in  d is franch is ing  
na tive  w orkers, especially Negroes.

Below are lis ted  fo u r  o f the m ost .prom inent 
a lien -ba ite rs  who are responsible fo r  the b u lk  o f 
the m ost vicious an ti-a lie n  leg is la tion , and the 
to ta l vote by w h ich  they were elected. They are 
a ll representatives fro ih  states where the suffrage 
is ve ry  restric ted , where Negroes are sys tem a tic 
a lly  d isfranchised and where p o ll- ta x  systems are
a venerable tra d itio n .

Rep. Joe S tevens.................. 9,853
Rep. Sam H obbs.................... 12,603
Rep. M a r t in  D ies .................. 12,824
Rep. H ow ard S m ith .............  13,852

Congressman Lee E. Geyer, o f C a lifo rn ia , who 
supplied the above figures, con trasts  them  w ith  
the num ber cast in  an election fo r  a representa
tiv e  who opposed the an ti-a lie n  b ills , Magnussen 
o f W ash ing ton, w ho polled 177,061—fifte e n  and 
tw e n ty  tim es the num ber o f votes po lled by  the 
a lien -ba ite rs !

I t  is also no tew o rthy , th a t the p o ll ta x  states 
(Texas, V irg in ia , South Carolina, Tenn., Georgia, 
A labam a M ississipp i and A rkansas, w ie ld  the 
g rea tes t am ount o f power in  Congress. They f u r 
n ish 28%. o f the com m ittee  cha irm en in  the 
House, and 33% o f the com m ittee  cha irm en in  the 
Senate, in  ad d ition  to  the p res id ing  officers in  
bo th  houses. They also supply 45% o f the ch a ir
men o f the eleven lead ing s tand ing com m ittees of 
the Senate.

Thus the system atic  d is franch isem ent o f the 
na tive  popu la tion  goes hand in  hand w ith  the 
m ost brazen a tta c k  on the fo re ign -born . In  fa c t 
i t  can be fa ir ly  said th a t, in  o rder to  m ore in 
tensely exp lo it the na tive  w orkers, i t  is necessary 
fo r  the bosses to begin w ith  the fo re ign -bo rn  
w orkers.
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Knudsen-Stettinius
The auto workers want to see H itle r stopped, 

but they don’t think it can be done by putting 
Knudsen, anti-labor head of General Motors, in 
charge o f “ national defense”  production.

The steel and railroad workers want H itler 
stopped, but when they sec their worst bosses, 
Stettinius and Budd, at the helm of “ national 
defense,”  they smell a rat.

W hy does the Navy insist, and Congress 
agree, to begin building the new battleships by 
scuttling the Walsh-Healey and the Wage and 
Hour laws? W hy were the Kearny shipyard 
workers driven back to work on the bosses’ 
terms— the boss being Stettinius’ U.S. Steel!— 
and their strike denounced as “ treason” ?

Never were bosses’ voices so powerful as they 
are today in Washington. A t their bidding the 
House has adopted a series of amendments which 
would turn the Wagner Labor Act into a weapon 
against the trade unions.

A t the bosses’ bidding the “ national defense” 
tax bill puts the burden for the new armament on 
the backs of the workers. Every unmarried work
er earning more than $15.40 a week w ill now 
have to pay an income ta x !

A t the bosses’ bidding the “ aliens"— the non
citizens, most of them workers and good union 
men, many of whom cannot become citizens be
cause of one legal provision or another— are 
turned over to the F B I’s “ G-men.”  and are 
hounded and bulldozed by all kinds o f laws d i
rected against them.

The Department of Justice's “ anti-trust”  un
ion-busting campaign extends to one city after 
another.

The Federal Trade Commission has joined in, 
hounding the m ilitant Mid-west drivers’ unions 
from a new angle— attacking their union con
tracts which lim it the tricks which bosses use to 
chisel down the wage-scale.

W hat’s going on in Washington? W hy are 
the bosses having everything their own way?

The answer is simple. The Roosevelt govern
ment today wants the maximum possible cooper
ation from the bosses, in order to build in the 
shortest possible time the gigantic war machine 
which Congress has already authorized.

The government needs the cooperation of the 
bosses because they arc bosses— they are the legal 
owners, masters of the factories and mines and 
railroads. Any friction between the bosses and 
the administration, no matter how slight, means 
an obstacle to the building o f the war machine.

And so the bosses come to Washington w ith 
the exultant feeling that they are running the 
show' completely now. And every Congressional 
committee is loaded to the brim with the bills 
w'hich these bosses are noisily demanding— and 
which they are getting.

Very different from the reception the bosses 
are getting is that which labor leaders are exper

iencing in Washington these days. The C IO ’s 
protest against the scuttling of the Walsh-Healey 
and the Wage and Hour law's in the naval con
struction bill was contemptuously ignored. Like
wise the CIO's objections to the disemboweling 
o f the Wagner Labor Act. The shipyard work
ers’ officials are cooling their heels in govern
ment anterooms and getting nowhere. Roosevelt 
shows his teeth and commands that “ Labor w ill 
not strike”  during this period, although he and 
everybody else knows perfectly well that, de
prived of the strike weapon, the unions are im
potent.

The A F L  and CIO top officials grab at a 
straw to solve this dangerous situation. They 
propose that representatives o f organized labor 
sit on the National Defense Council and on all 
other boards and bodies connected with the “ de
fense” program.

W ill that solve anything? Not a bit. Sidney 
Hillman is already sitting in the National De
fense Council, cheek by jowd with Knudsen, Stet
tinius, Budd & Co. The result? The destruction 
of labor’s gains, the deafness to labor’s demands, 
continues just the same. W ith  this difference— 
that some workers still have delusions that labor 
“ representatives” like Hillman in the government 
agencies may still get something for the workers. 
.Those who have such delusions w ill be cruelly 
disappointed in the coming months.

For even i f  John L. Lewis and Phil Murray 
and W illiam  Green and Matthew' W oll and 
scores of others sat in the government agencies, 
even i f  labor officials w'ere an actual majority in 
such agencies, the destruction o f labor’s gains 
would continue. Because whoever sat in the 
swivel chairs in Washington would still have to 
cater to the arrogant requirements laid down by 
the masters of industry, the bosses, the capitalist 
class.

Everything that Labor w ill retain o f its pre
vious gains, every advance that Labor w ill make 
in the coming period, w ill have to be secured by 
a head-on collision with the bosses— and with 
Washington. The cry w ill go up, and it w ill be 
plausible, that the strikes are interfering with the 
“ defense”  program. Labor w ill have to learn how 
to hear that cry and to ignore it— if  Labor w:ants 
to stand its ground.

Isn’t there a way of stopping H itle r and still 
not giving w'ay to the bosses? There certainly is.

In the first place, the “ defense”  program w ill 
not stop w'hat H itle r represents— fascism, m ili
tary dictatorship, the destruction o f the labor 
movement, anti-Semitism— because these evils 
grow out of capitalism today. The rat-like des
peration of the American bosses, after eleven 
years of economic crisis, can give rise to fas
cism just as the rat-like desperation o f the Ger
man and Italian bosses led them to turn to fas
cism. Whatever capitalist powers are victorious 
in the war, fascism may be their last resort at 
the end o f an exhausting war.

There’s only one way in which Labor can pre
vail— against fascism, as well as against the loss
es and their National Defense Council. That is 
for Labor to become master in the house of 
society!

What do we need the bosses for? American 
Labor is not a bunch of ignorant peasants who 
have to be taught how to run machines. Amer
ican Labor, is in reality, running American in
dustry right now !

And it can run the government, too. What is 
the government, anyway? Nothing but the exec
utive committee of the capitalist class as a whole. 
When Labor takes over industry, the government 
it establishes w ill be the executive committee of 
the working class as a whole.

That’s the only way to fight H itle r and H itle r
ism, including the American varieties.

Stalinist Fakery
The Communist party says it fights for the 

rights of the foreign-born.
B U T  the Stalinist- leaders of the National 

Maritime Union are looking the other way while 
the House Committee on Merchant Marine is ar
ranging for passage of a bill barring all non
citizens from ship’s crews.

Verbal objections in the Daily W orker ad
dressed to the world in general don't take any 
guts. But it takes plenty o f guts to wade into the 
shipowners and their Congressional stooges and 
fight them off, as the Sailors Union o f the Paci
fic and the Seafarers International Union are 
doing.

Verbal opposition to the “ defense”  program in 
general is easy. But to stigmatize the shameful 
role o f John L. Lewis and the CIO Executive 
Board in endorsing the “ defense”  program and 
in endorsing H illm an’s sitting in the Defense 
Council— that takes revolutionary courage, and 
the Daily Worker and the Stalinist leadership are 
neither courageous nor revolutionary. That’s 
why they look the other way while John L. Lewis 
leads the CIO into the war machine.

The Stalinists fight against war? Don’t make 
us laugh.

Trotsky Letter Exposes Stalin Role 
In  Recent Assassination Attempt

The Mexican press published on June 1 a letter, written 
by Leon Trotsky to the attorney general of Mexico, the chief 
of the federal police, and the foreign minister. The letter 
constituted Trotsky’s answer to attempts by influential forces 
to direct away from the Stalinists the investigation of the 
May 24 attempt to assassinate Trotsky.

The le tte r  fo llow s in p a rt: <s

I t  is f ir s t  o f a ll necessary to 
a ffirm  th a t the a ttem pted  assas
s ina tion  could on ly  be instiga ted 
by the K re m lin ; by S ta lin  th rough  
the agency o f the GPU abroad. 
D u rin g  the la s t few  years, S ta lin  
has shot hundreds o f rea l o r sup
posed friends  o f m ine. He a c tu a lly  
ex te rm ina ted  m y  en tire  fa m ily , 
except me, m y w ife  and one of 
m y g randch ild ren. T hrough  his 
agents abroad he assassinated 
one o f the old leaders o f the 
GPU, Ignace Reiss, who had pub
lic ly  declared h im se lf a pa rtisan  
o f mine. T h is  fa c t has been estab
lished by the F rench  police and 
the Swiss ju d ic ia ry . The same

persons. A s fo r  the U n ited  States, 
K r iv its k y  established th a t the 
s is ter o f iiro w d e r, general secre
ta ry  o f the p a rty , became a GPU 
agent th rou gh  her b ro th e r’s re 
com m endation. T h is  e x a m p l e  
proves the ru le  ra th e r than  an ex
ception.

A gents  o f the G PU upon com
in g  to  a fo re ign  cou n try  fo r  a 
specific t a s k  a l w a y s  w o r k  
th rou gh  the local head o f the 
GPU, the above m entioned m em 
ber o f the C.C. o f the C.P.; w ith 
ou t th is  the y  could n o t o r ie n t 
themselves in  the local s itua tion  
and select the indispensable exe
cuto rs o f th e ir  m ission. The emis- 

GPU agents who k ille d  R e iss ! sary fro m  abroad and the local
tra ile d  m y son in  Paris. On the 
n ig h t o f Novem ber 7, 1936, GPU 

\ agents broke in to  the Scientific  
i In s t itu te  o f P aris  and stole p a rt 
of m y  archives. Tw o o f m y secre
taries, E rw in  W o lff and R udo lf 
K lem en t, were assassinated by 
the G PU; the f ir s t  in  Spain, the 
second in  Paris. A ll the th e a tr ica l 
Moscow tr ia ls  d u rin g  1936-1937 
had as th e ir  a im  to ge t me in to  
the hands o f the GPU.

In  saying th is  I  do no t exclude 
the p o ss ib ility  o f the p a rtic ip a tio n  
of H itle r 's  Gestapo in  the assas
s ina tion  a ttem p t. U p  to a ce rta in  
po in t the G PU and the Gestapo 
are connected w ith  eaffh o the r; i t

resident and th e ir  tru s tw o rth y  
aides w o rk  o u t the general plan 
of th e ir  unde rtak ing , s tudy  the 
lis t  o f possible co llabora to rs and 
d raw  them  in to  the conspiracy 
step by step.

I  do no t have any in fo rm a tio n  
concern ing the rea l ro le played 
by sergeant Casas and the five 
police under h im  w ho were on 
guard  outside m y  house. I  know  
on ly  th a t they are arrested. One 
cannot be sure th a t the y  were 
no t in  the conspiracy; the GPU 
has means as no o th e r in s titu t io n  
in  the w o rld  o f convincing, coer
cion and b ribe ry . They could have 
sys tem atica lly  insinuated to  the

is possible and probable that in Police that I  am an enemy of the
special cases the same agents are 
a t the disposal o f both. A u th o r i
ta tiv e  representatives o f the Ger- 

! m an governm ent have p u b lic ly  
ind ica ted th a t they  consider me a 

| dangerous enemy. I t  is com plete
ly  possible th a t these tw o  police 
forces cooperated in  the a tte m p t 
aga inst me.

H O W  T H E  GPU IS  
O R G A N IZ E D  A B R O A D

The general scheme o f the GPU 
organ iza tion  abroad is the fo llo w 
in g : in the  C entra l C om m ittee  of 
each section o f the C om inte rn

M exican people; prom ised them  a 
career; and f in a lly  they could 
have offered a h igh  price fo r  th e ir  
services. B u t fo re ign  agents could 
no t approach the M exican police; 
local agents were necessary.

S T A L IN IS T  A G E N T S  P R E 
P A R E D  P U B L IC  O P IN IO N

The G PU is p a r tic u la r ly  con
cerned w ith  the problem  o f p re 
p a rin g  pub lic  op in ion  fo r  a te r 
ro r is t  act, especially w hen a per 
son w e ll-know n  n a tio n a lly  and in 
te rn a tio n a lly  is the v ic tim . Th is 
p a rt o f the jo b  is a lw ays assigned

there  is placed a responsible d l - , *-° the S ta lin is t press, S ta lin is t 
rec to r o f the G PU fo r  th a t coun- .speakers and the so-called friends 
t ry .  H is  s ta tus is know n on ly t o | ° t  the S oviet U n ion .”  The ju d ic ia l 
the secre ta ry  o f the p a rty  a n d ! inves tiga tion , i t  seems to  me, 
one o r tw o  tru s tw o rth y  members. f rom  th is  po in t o f v iew  cannot 
The o ther members o f the C .C . p a il  to examine the w o rk  o f the 
have b u t a s lig h t in k lin g  o f the newspapers. "E l P opu la r,”  "L a

Voz de M exico,”  and some collab- 
] o ra to rs  o f “ E l N aciona l.’ I  am no t 
i re fe rr in g  to  c r it ic is m  o f me, to 

c o u n try ’s GPU representative has the p o lit ic a l c r i t ic iSm  o f m y con- 
the po ss ib ility  o f approaching | victionS) fo r  such c r it ic is m, even 
w ith  fu l l  le g a lity  a ll m embers o f: though m ost severe, is the m ost 
the p a rty , s tudy th e ir  c h a ra c te rs ,L lem en ta ry  dem ocra tic  r ig h t  o f 
e n tru s t them  w ith  commissions, I everybody. B u t "L a  Voz de M exi- 
and l i t t le  by l i t t le  d ra w  them  in to ! c „  ^  „ E) P opu la r„  have never 
the w o rk  o f espionage and terror-1  o ied themselves ^ t h  such 
ism, appealing to  th e ir  sense o f ! c r i t ic ism .

special s ta tus o f th is  member.

As a m em ber o f the C.C. the

p a rty  lo y a lty  as 
bribery.

m uch as to , I  reca ll th a t m any tim es they 
have accused me o f connections

T h is  whole mechanism was dis- w ith  a ll the rea c tion a ry  circ les in
covered in  France and S w itze r
land in connection w ith  the m u r
der o f Reiss and the la te r moves

M exico as w e ll as abroad; in  one 
speech Toledano declared th a t  I  
am prepa ring  a general s tr ik e

aga inst m y dead son and o th e r , aga inst the Cardenas governm ent;

in  “ E l M achete”  and a fte rw a rd  
in  “ L a  Voz de M exico”  they ac
cuse me, every Sunday, o f p re
p a rin g  a re vo lu tion  toge the r w ith  
General Cedillo and m any o the r 
rea l o r supposed coun te r-revo lu 
tionaries ; the y  p ic tu red  me in sec
re t sessions w ith  a ce rta in  D r. 
A t l ;  in  co llabora tion  w ith  the G er
m an fasc is ts  in  M exico, etc. etc. 
In  recent tim es “ F u tu ro ,’ “ E l 
P opu la r,”  as w e ll as “ La  Voz de 
M exico,”  sys tem a tica lly  repeat 
th a t I  am in  secret con tact w ith  
the reac tiona ry  U.S. congressman 
Dies and th a t I  gave h im  ce rta in  
in fo rm a tio n  aga inst M exico. A ll 
these accusations, i t  is  easy to 
see, m ake no sense, fo r  they 
ascribe to me acts w h ich  are no t 
o n ly  c o n tra ry  to  m y  convictions 
and m y  life 's  w o rk , b u t also 
aga inst m y im m edia te in terests, 
since I  would have to  lose a ll rea
son to  com m it d is loya l acts 
aga inst the M exican governm ent 
w h ich  has accorded me such gen
erous ho sp ita lity .

I  need b u t reca ll th a t th rough  
the press I  have called upon m y 
accusers repeatedly to  b r in g  th e ir  
case before an im p a rt ia l com m is
sion, appointed by the govern
m en t o r the (governm ent) P a rty  
o f the M exican Revolu tion , in  o r
der to  pu b lic ly  exam ine the ac
cusations made aga ins t me. Tole
dano and the C.P. chiefs have a l
w ays been ca re fu l enough n o t to 
accept m y proposition .

W ith  th is  I  do no t w ish  to  say 
th a t Toledano and the C.P. chiefs 
took d ire c t p a r t in  p re pa ring  the 
a tte m p t aga inst me. The GPU 
has a s t r ic t  d iv is ion  o f labor. 
K now n persons are assigned the 
task o f p ropaga ting  the slanders 
aga inst me. Lesser know n b u t 
m ore serious agents are assigned 
the task  o f assassination. N ever
theless M r. Toledano is no young
ster. He knows p e rfe c tly  w e ll the 
m ethods o f the GPU, p a r tic u la r ly  
the system atic  persecution to 
w h ich  the m embers o f m y  fa m i
lies, m y  friends and I  have been 
and are exposed th ro u g h o u t the 
w orld . I t  is no secret to  Toledano 
th a t t iie  G PU is ou t to  ann ih ila te  
me phys ica lly . I  am there fore 
w ith in  m y r ig h ts  in saying tha t, 
in  occupying h im se lf system atic 
a lly  w ith  the poisonous cam paign 
aga inst me, M r. Toledano took 
p a r t in  the m ora l p repa ra tion  o f 
the te rro r is t  act. Consequently 
Toledano as a w itness should be 
o f immense in te res t to  the in 
vestiga tion .

I t  cannot be doubted in the 
least th a t the fo rm e r and present 
chiefs of the C.P. know  w ho is 
the local d ire c to r o f the  GPU. 
P e rm it me also to  assume th a t 
D avid  A lfa ro  Siquieros, w ho took 
p a r t  in  the c iv il w a r in  Spain as 
an active  S ta lin is t, m ay also 
know  who are the m ost im p o rta n t 
and active  G PU members, Spa
nish, M exican, and o f o the r na
tio n a litie s  who are a rr iv in g  a t 
d iffe re n t tim es in  M exico, especi
a lly  v ia  Paris. The question ing of 
the previous and the present gen
era l secre ta ry o f the C.P. and 
also o f Siquieros, w ou ld  help ve ry  
m uch to  th ro w  lig h t  on the in s ti
ga tors  o f the asassination a tte m p t 
and toge ther w ith  them  discover 
th e ir  accomplices.

Auto Parleys Near Break As 
G .M . Invokes War Issue

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
the phony statesm anship o f Lew 
is. H illm a n  and M u rra y  and th e ir  
young pupils, Thomas, Reuther,
etc.

W h y  shouldn’t  GM feel cocky? 
E ve ry  passing day reveals anew 
how the C IO  top  leadership is 
p re pa ring  to cap itu la te  to  the w a r 
m achine and to m eekly tu rn  over 
the labo r m ovem ent to  the tender 
mercies o f S te ttin iu s  and K nu d 
sen.

A  “ S ub stitu te ”  fo r  M ilita n c y
The “ U n ited  A u to  W o rke r,”  o f

fic ia l paper o f the union, instead 
o f exp la in ing  to  the auto w orkers  
the c r it ic a l s itu a tio n  th a t the  un
ion now faces, instead o f m ob iliz 
in g  the m em bership fo r  a li fe  and 
death s trugg le  to  preserve the 
union and its  gains, po in ts  w ith  
g re a t p ride to  —  the v ic to ry  
achieved when H illm a n  was ap
pointed by Roosevelt to  s it  on the 
seven-man Defense Board!

"T h is  proves again,”  an e d ito r
ia l in  the paper boasts, “ th a t the 
CIO  is a lw ays on the jo b  in  look
in g  a f te r  the in te res ts  o f the 
w orkers. N o m a tte r w h a t the 
emergency, no m a tte r how tough 
the assignm ent, the CIO tackles 
i t  and comes th rou gh  w ith  the 
r ig h t  so lu tion .”

A nd th is  brazen "se ll-o u t”  o f 
the auto w o rkers  is w r it te n  by a 
“ S oc ia lis t”  ed ito r, Ed Levinson, 
N orm an Thom as’ pupil, w ho puts

in  his tw o  cents to  sell the auto 
w o rkers  down the r iv e r  to  the 
a n ti- la b o r d ic ta to rsh ip  o f the w a r 
m achine!

U n ion P resident o r Senator?
R. J. Thomas, In te rn a tio n a l 

P resident o f the U A W  and also 
delegate to the N a tion a l Conven
tion  o f the D em ocra tic  P a rty , is 
so busy p u llin g  s tr in g s  t r y in g  to 
get elected to  the U.S. Senate on 
the D em ocra tic  t ic ke t, th a t he has 
no tim e  to keep up w ith  the c u r
ren t events a ffec tin g  the lives and 
w e lfa re  o f the auto w o rke rs  he 
presumes to  represent. Roosevelt 
and his henchmen in  Congress are 
every day passing innum erab le  
law s a tta c k in g  the labo r move
m ent, the unions, the unemployed. 
Thomas is too busy to notice it ,  to 
f ig h t it .  Besides, i t  m ig h t h u r t  his 
chances w ith  the D em ocra tic  p a r
ty-

So, instead, he b lan d ly  in fo rm s 
the auto w o rkers  th a t “ P resident 
Roosevelt’s pledge in  his fireside 
ta lk  o f M ay 26 th a t the re  would 
be no a ttacks  on labo r leg is la tion  
has c la rified  the a ir  som ewhat 
and d riven  the de libera te p ro vok 
ers o f hys te ria  in to  silence.”

W h a t Roosevelt DOES is o f no 
in te res t to Thomas. He said some 
nice th ings  in  a nice fireside chat, 
and as fa r  as Thom as is concern
ed, th a t is good enough!

Is  i t  any wonder th a t the cyn 
ica l, tough executives o f GM have

on ly  con tem pt fo r  the leadership 
o f the U A W  and fee l free  to  ig 
nore the demands o f the auto 
w o rkers  ?

Union In  Danger
The present po licy  o f Thomas, 

Reuther, Addes and th e ir  cow
a rd ly  a llies o f the C om m unist 
p a r ty  on ly  tire s  ou t the auto 
w o rke rs  and makes them  feel 
th a t i t  is im possible to  f ig h t and 
im possible to  move fo rw a rd .

T h is po licy  is o n ly  pav ing  the 
w a y  fo r  accepting a “ se ll-ou t”  
agreem ent a t the next stage o f 
the game. T h is po licy  w i l l  on ly  
d is in teg ra te  and even tua lly  de
s tro y  the splendid un ion th a t the 
auto w o rke rs  have b u ilt.

Briggs Shows the W ay
The B rig gs  w orkers, represent

in g  over 20,000 men in  the fo u r  
D e tro it  p lan ts, have shown the 
w ay th is  week, when they rep ud i
ated the poor agreem ent nego ti
ated by th e ir  leaders w ith  the 
B rig gs  C orpora tion  and in s tru c t
ed th e ir  com m ittee to  go back 
and te ll the com pany the y  had to  
do be tte r. I t  is up to  the GM  lo 
cals to  d isp lay th a t same s p ir it  
o f confidence and m ilita n c y — te ll 
the GM C orpora tion  th a t they 
cannot m anufactu re  cars u n t il 
they se ttle  up w ith  the men and 
th e ir  union, the U n ited  A u tom o
bile W orke rs  o f Am erica.

Workers Must 
Intervene In 
War — But How?

B y A L B E R T  G O L D M A N

'flic  American workers have a sacred obliga
tion to intervene in the imperialist war now rag
ing in Europe.

Docs that sound like Roosevelt and all of his 
fellow war-mongers in and out of the'labor 
movement? There is a difference of course in the 
use o f the word ‘imperialist,’ a term which 
Roosevelt and his supporters do not use.

The question is : H O W  to intervene.
The idea that the American workers arc not 

at all interested in the imperialist war is absurd. 
It  is true that they should not be interested in it 
the same way as those who are responsible for 
the war. But to say that the American workers 
or the workers of any other country should not 
be interested in a war that is destroying millions 
o f human beings and untold wealth created by 
the working masses is complete nonsense.

To make a serious attempt to stop the war is 
the duty of the American workers, i f  for no 
other reason than that, i f  they do not stop the 
war, they w ill inevitably be dragged into it.

But again the question must be asked: H O W  
to intervene?

Certainly not the kind of intervention that 
Roosevelt proposes. l ie  wants to intervene be
cause a victory o f Germany threatens the imper
ialist interests o f the American ruling class. He is 
afraid that a victorious fascist Germany w ill be a 
successful competitor of American capitalism on 
the world market and especially in Latin Amer
ica.

The American workers must do their utmost 
to prevent that kind o f intervention. For such an 
intervention can mean nothing except a lower 
standard o f living, destruction o f all liberties, un
told sacrifice and slaughter— all to preserve and 
protect the interests of the American capitalist 
class.

The intervention of the American workers 
must lie o f an altogether different form  and for 
an altogether different purpose. They must inter
vene by destroying in  this country the social sys
tem which brought on the war in Europe and 
which w ill sooner or later involve us in the same 
kind o f a war.

How w ill the destruction of the capitalist sys
tem in this country constitute intervention in the 
war in Europe? The answer is: should the 
American workers take over power and establish 
a socialist United States it would be impossible 
for the imperialists of the European countries to 
keep their workers in subjection and to keep 
them slaughtering one another.

The European workers would be electrified by 
a victory o f the America nworkers; they would 
in short order turn their guns against those who 
sent them to the slaughter. The capitalist rulers 
o f the European countries, including H itle r and 
Mussolini could not last very long after the 
capitalists o f the United States would fall from 
power.

There are many who are c ry ing : keep America 
out of the war. They consist o f demagogues and 
sincere but blind pacifists who do not see that it 
is impossible to keep this country out o f war so 
long as it is ruled by the capitalist class.

The advanced workers w ill also fight to keep 
America out o f the war, that is, to keep imperial
ist America from intervening in an imperialist 
war. The longer this country stays out of the 
war, the more time w ill the advanced workers 
have to educate and organize the American mass
es for the kind o f intervention that w ill really 
benefit the workers o f this country as well as the 
workers throughout the world.

To fight for and establish a Socialist United 
States is the only effective and worthwhile in
tervention on the part o f the American people.

DIALECTICS CATCHES UP W ITH 
BURNHAM AND SHACHTMAN

(The announcement that James Burnham, leader of 
the petty-bourgeois opposition that split from the So
cialist W orkers P arty  in A pril, had retired from  the 
movement because he had come to the conclusion 
that socialism was not the next stage of society, pro
voked the. following comment from  Leon Trotsky, 
which we excerpt from a letter.)

“ Burnham doesn’t recognize dialectics but dia
lectics does not permit him to escape from its net. 
He is caught as a fly in a web. The blow he gave 
to Shachtman is irreparable. What a lesson on 
principled and unprincipled blocs! And poor 
Ahern. Four years ago he found the protector 
for his family clique in the person o f Lloly 
Father Muste and his altar boy Spector; now he 
repeated the same experiment with the secular
ized Catholic, Burnham and his attorney, Shacht
man. . . .  In the good old times we waited, often 
fo r years and decades for a verification o f a 
prognosis. Now the tempo o f events is so fever
ish that the verification comes unexpectedly the 
next day. Poor Shachtman!”


