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FRANCE’S FATE WARNS U. S. WORKERS: TAKE 
POWER IF YOU WANT TO DEFEAT FASCISM!
Hope For Jobs From Arms 
Drive Is Illusion, CIO Shows

U nem ploym ent d u rin g  A p r i l stood a t 11,259,000 despite heavy 
arm am ent orders, the  C IO  declared la s t week in  its  m on th ly  sur
vey, “ The Econom ic O utlook.”

N o n -fa rm  em ploym ent increased only 23,000, o r one-tenth of 
one per cent fro m  M arch  to  A p r il.

These figu res dem onstra te th a t b illions fo r  arm am ents w il l  not 
p rov ide jobs o r p rospe rity  fo r  th e  A m erican  people, the C IO  s u r
vey pointed out. Roosevelt’s a rm am en t p rogram  “ does not p ro 
vide the  basis fo r  much increase in our in d u s tr ia l production  or 
fo r  any subs tan tia l reduction in the num ber of unemployed.”

O nly a few  o p tim is tic  economists argue th a t arm am ents ex
pend itures w il l  raise the level o f in d u s tr ia l production  to  th a t o f 
December, 1939, w ith in  the next s ix  m onths. B u t even i f  th a t  were 

so, i t  was po inted ou t by the CIO, i t  would on ly  mean jobs fo r  
about tw o  m illio n  w o rke rs  and s t i l l  leave 9,250,000 unemployed.

F o r, the C IO  pointed out, “ expenditures under a  p rog ram  o f 
a rm am ents are o f a less productive  cha racte r both in  te rm s of 
jobs and o f soe ia lly-uscfu l ou tpu t than  would be provided by 
s im ila r  sums expended on the  usual pu b lic  w o rks  p rogram .”

These p la in  and sim ple fac ts  w ere  know n to  the Senate when, 
la s t week, i t  adopted Roosevelt’s proposed “ re lie f”  b ill,  slashing 
the  W P A  ro lls . The Senate knew  these fac ts , because in  secret 
session before a Senate subcom m ittee considering the W I’ A  ap
p ro p ria tion , W P A  ch ie f Col. H a rr in g to n  had warned th a t “ regard 
less o f events abroad unem ploym ent in the fiscal year 1941 is 
lik e ly  to num ber e igh t m illio n  to  nine m illio n .”  l ’e t the  Senate 
jo ined Roosevelt and the House in  s lashing W P A . (See s to ry  on 
H a rr in g to n , page 3).

Behind the Lines
Hitler Victory Heads World Toward Greater 

Wars Between Totalitarian Blocs
] = = =  by G EORGE S T E R N  "

The s w if t  v ic to ry  o f H it le r  on lish  no less a  to ta lita r ia n  eon- 
thc  con tinen t o f Europe is but t ro l over th is  hemisphere, 
the beginn ing o f fresh  agonies fo r  Roosevelt’s p ro je c t fo r  an “ eco- 
a. to rtu re d  w orld . M ore than  nom ic un ion”  o f the A m ericas 
borders and nations are being shows how acu te ly  th is  is realized 
ob lite ra ted . I t  is the era o f ‘‘dem- now in W ashington. The June 18 
o c ra tic " cap ita lism  and a m u lti-  New  Y o rk  T im es b lu n tly  says 
state system  th a t is fin a lly  being th a t ‘‘the p lan envisages alm ost 
stam ped in to  the dust fo rever, ( f )  to ta lita r ia n  con tro l over ex- 
Had its  destruction  been accom- po rts  o f surp lus com m odities of 
p lished by w o rke rs ’ revo lu tion  N o rth  and South A m erican  coun- 
the w o rld  to  come would look d if-  tr ies .”
l'c ren t indeed. T h is  plan o r som eth ing prob-

R u t now ou t o f the mad ab ly  even m ore sweeping w ill
scram ble o f the v ic to r  and his be imposed upon a ll A m erican 
sa te llite s  fo r  the  spoils the re  nations, by fo rce  i f  necessary, 
w i l l  emerge before long the  i f  U.S. cap ita lism  has its  way.
p rin c ip a l featores o f the  w a r A nd  an inev itab le  concom itant
w o rld  o f an ea rly  tom orro w —  is the establishm ent o f “ a l-
a w o rld  divided in to  three vast m ost”  to ta lita r ia n  con tro l of
con tinen ta l blocs m ore o r less A m erican  economy itse lf. The
con tinuously a t con flic t w ith in  sheer adaption o f the A m e ri-
themselves and w ith  each o th - can in d u s tr ia l and trade  s truc-
er. tu re  to  the new s itu a tio n  w ill

To a  conquered Europe, H it le r  in  its e lf  mean a g ig a n tic  con- 
w i l l  seek to  b r in g  fu ll-b lo w n  the vuls ion and w ill in its e lf  lead 
to ta lita r ia n  m ach inery o f o rgan- s w ift ly  to  advanced stages of 
iza tion  a lready so developed in  the  to ta lita r ia n  m ethod —  a 
Germ any. The w o rk in g  classes o f m ethod th a t means ruth less de- 
W estern Europe would be reduced pression o f liv in g  standards 
to  the h e lo try  o f the Fascis t sys- and equa lly ru th less repression 
tern. C a p ita l con tro l would pass o f a ll w o rk in g  class resistance 
in to  the hands o f the ever-nar- there to.
ro w in g  group o f super-finance ca- T h is  m a jo r c ris is— im m easur- 
p ita lis ts  k n it  closely w ith  the tops ab ly  hastened by the uncxpected- 
o f the to ta lita r ia n  regim e. The ly  s w if t  debacle o f the A llie s— 
Germans w il l  doubtless dom inate imposes upon U.S. im peria lism  a 
th is  group b u t w ill not be alone s t r ic t ly  hem isphere s tra te g y  fo r  
in  it .  C a p ita lis ts  in  Belg ium , the tim e  being. T h is  leaves Jap- 
France, and before long in  B r i-  anese im peria lism  w ith  hands free 
ta in  ( fo r  B r ita in  cannot long to complete, i f  i t  can, crea tion  o f 
w ith s ta nd  a German a tta c k  now ), the th ird  g re a t con tinen ta l bloc, 
w i l l  rea d ily  come fo rw a rd  to  ac- Japan has already begun the 
cep t w hateve r degree o f p a rtic i-  process o f m oving in  on the 
p a tion  H it le r  a llows them  in  the F a r  Eastern spoils o f H it le r ’s 
to ta lita r ia n iz e d  exp lo ita tion  o f v ic to ry , g iv in g  every sign o f 
w e a lth  and labor. W ith  th is  con- assum ing to  its e lf  the f irs t  pre- 
sc rip tcd  economy— assum ing i t  roga tive  o f decid ing the fa te  of 
w i l l  have tim e  to be consolidated F rench Indo-C h ina and the 
and extended th rou gh ou t the con- D u tch  E as t Indies— and per
tin e n t— the new m asters can and haps before long, of B rit is h  
w i l l  tu rn  to  the problem  o f the M alaya , and even o f Ind ia , 
nest o f the w o rld 's  m arke ts, re- The Soviet U n ion w ould lie be- 
sources, and labor. tween a Germanized Europe and

W hile  H i l le r  thus b rings in to  a Japanized A sia  and w ith o u t a 
be ing th is  grotesquely d is to rt-  revo lu tiona ry  rev iva l on a w orld  
ed im age o f a U n ited  S tates o f scale would face the danger o f be- 
E urope, the  U n ited  States o f in g  broken in  tw o  between them. 
A m erica  w ill be engaged to  its  W hat we a ll face in the corn- 
neck in t ry in g  to  become the in g  years are t ita n ic  co llis ions 
U n ited  S tates o f the  Am ericas. between these vas t con tinen ta l 
The A m erican  ca p ita lis t class im p e ria lis t blocs or th e ir  break-
rea lizes today th a t under the up w ith in  th rough  ris ings of
present form ' o f o rgan iza tion  i t  I he w orkers  and the colonial
w ou ld  be to ta lly  incapable o f peoples. The f irs t  w il l lead the,
w ith s ta n d in g  the economic as- peoples o f the w orld  deeper in - 
sau lts  upon its  m a rke ts  in L a t-  to  the abyss. The second w ill 
in  A m erica  o f a Germanized lead them  ou t to  the daw ning
Europe and a Japanized A sia . o f a new, a soc ia lis t c iv iliza -
I t  m ust— and speedily— estab- lion .

The French working class has been placed in the chains 
of German Fascism.

Only three years ago the workers of France stood at the 
threshold of revolution. The great wave o f strikes culmin
ating in the occupation of factories throughout the land in 
the general strike of June, 1936, placed the country in their 
hands.

But the French People's Front of Blum-Stalin checked 
and dispersed the revolutionary wave with the dire warn
ing: “ Revolution will open the road to H itle r.”

So the French workers gave the factories back to the 
capitalists. And the capitalists, as events have now shown, 
left the road open to H itler.

The French capitalists proved totally incapable of defense 
against the Nazi invasion. They could not equip themselves 
adequately for the struggle against their German rivals. 
Above all, they could not arouse and inspire the masses to 
the ferocious struggle needed to defeat the Fascist invasion 
on the fighting front and behind it.

Instead the French capitalists helped H itle r place be
tween the French and German workers a Maginot line of 
national division and hatred. While that Maginot line held 
fast, 1 litter found it easy to crack the other Maginot line of 
steel and stone and to cut his way to a sw ift and terrible 
victory.

Thus bourgeois France has gone down to ignominious 
defeat at the hands of the rival it humbled 22 years ago.

The advanced workers w ill not weep at the passing of 
the French Empire. Its millions of black and yellow slaves 
w ill fight the new masters as they had to fight the old.

Nor w ill they weep at the passing of French “ civiliza
tion.”  The time has long passed since bourgeois France 
added a single stone to the cultural accumulation worthy of 
being carried into the future. French capitalism tottered in 
permanent crisis. Its German rival succeeded earlier in 
crushing the workers and giving itself the hypodermic of 
totalitarianism. Had bourgeois France succeeded in defeat
ing Nazi Germany it would in its turn have gone sw iftly 
down the same dark road of totalitarianism— it was already 
beginning to do so during the war. Instead it was Germany 
which conquered and the ghastly tragedy o f Versailles is 
to be re-enacted, only with the roles of the principals ex
changed.

Only al workers’ France could have turned the tide of 
European history in a totally different direction! Only a 
workers’ France could have assured the defeat o f Fascism 
in Spain. Only a workers' France could bring welling to the 
surface all the mighty latent forces of the people in struggle 
against slavery, home-grown or imported. Only a workers’ 
France could have reached into the heart and core of the 
German working class to revive and nourish their struggle 
against Hitlerism.

That >s the incomparable advantage o f a revolutionary 
workers’ regime in war! As the Russia of Lenin and 
Trotsky showed in 1918 it not only can and does command 
the total sacrifice of the workers at home, but can and does 
successfully appeal to the workers of all other nations, in
cluding the workers under the bourgeois enemy.

Bourgeois France could do neither. I t  kept its, own mass
es enchained and could not dispute H itle r’s mastery within 
the Reich. And as events have proved, it could not dispute 
H itler's mastery throughout continental Europe.

Only a successful revolution by the workers would have 
enabled France to dispute that mastery. Only a workers’ 
revolution w ill enable it to dispute that mastery tomorrow.

In 1936 the great risings of the workers in Spain, France, 
and Belgium offered the only way o f avoiding the victory 
of Fascism in Europe. Messrs. Stalin, Thorez, Blum, and 
all the other Stalinist and Socialist lackeys of Western 
Europe brought those risings to nought. The result is the 
present catastrophe.

But this catastrophe is not final.
It has not yet even run its course. British “ democracy”  

awaits the same fate as its French counterpart. The British 
workers have been lashed by the Labor Party to the lagging 
chariot of British capitalism. I f  they could in time throw 
o ff the dead hands of their rulers they could still throw 
back the German hordes that now threaten to engulf Britain 
itself. But the frightened British bourgeoisie w ill sooner 
come to terms with the German conqueror in hopes of 
saving at least a remnant o f its imperial wealth!

No, the catastrophe is not final.
The lesson is there plain for the workers of the whole 

world to see. The capitalist order is in its decline. Out of its 
cancerous sickness it gives forth growths like Hitlerism. 
These growths produce convulsions in the whole system. 
In Germany this diseased growth appeared earlier and in its 
most virulent form. In France, Belgium, England, and in 
the United States in the years leading up to the war all the 
symptoms of the same fatal sickness appeared. It  is fatal to 
the lives of men. It is fatal to society itself. The only cure is 
a radical one— the surgical operation of revolution.

The Fascists boast falsely when they present themselves 
as the new and virile forces in the world. Actually they are 
the violent sores that are consuming an over-aged, broken, 
U^ffig body: They, represent a khwf jto jprtlU tlBS  capital
ist order is shooting into its arm for a new lease on life. 
Their effect canot last long. They too must and shall die.

Out of the depths of the catastrophe o f modern total, 
capitalist war, the real virile forces o f the future must arise 
and end the slaughter.

That opportunity still stands before the workers of this 
country and of all the Americas.

Roosevelt or his successors can only lead us into the 
totalitarian maelstrom, make us, in our turn, the helpless 
victims of the inter-capitalist struggle, dying for a system in 
which we have no stake at all.

But the way of the workers’ revolution leads to a brighter 
future that can still be won!

It  w ill call for sacrifice, to be sure, but it w ill he sacrifice 
worth making. The American workers especially have the 
power today to revive the workers o f the nations brought 
under the Fascist heel. To our call w ill come a response that 
w ill bring H itle r’s conquered empire crumbling around his 
head.

Only a workers’ America can defend the country from 
Fascism, nurture at home or brought in by invading ene
mies. Only a workers’ America can take the lead now in 
freeing the world o f the heavy menace that hangs over it.

The job still can be done.
I f  we do it, the tread of H itle r across Europe, so deafen

ing today will be remembered only as a half-heard footfall 
down the receding corridors o f time.

Settlement Favors General Motors
F L IN T , M ich., June 11— The 

threatened break in negotia tions 
between General M o to rs  and the 
U A W  was avoided th is  week-end 
by agreem ent on a new c o n tra c t 
between the un ion nego tia ting  
com m ittee  and the com pany, un
der heavy governm ent pressure.

Term s o f the agreem ent are no t 
ye t public, and w il l  no t be an
nounced u n t il the loca l unions 
vote on the new provisions.

F rom  s ta rt to  fin ish the nego ti
a tions were conducted under the 
pressure of a governm ent cam 
paign to  fo rce  the union to accept 
w hatever the corpora tion  offered, 
because o f the “ pressing na tiona l 
em ergency.”  I t.  J. Thomas, union 
president, repeatedly s tated his 
undy ing  p a trio tism  and lo y a lty  to 
the governm ent, his support to 
the b ig  rea rm am en t cam paign, 
bu t m eekly tr ie d  to exp la in  to  the 
company, and the U.S. a rb itra to r, 
Steelman, th a t he couldn’t  go 
back to the m em bership w ith o u t 
"so m eth in g " to  o ffe r them.

A  Poor C o n trac t
In  the la s t week the un ion was 

maneuvered in to  concen tra ting  
a ll nego tia tions around the ques
tion  o f wages. U A W  offic ia ls, led 
by C IO  representative P h il M u r
ray, decided th a t there was on ly 
one w ay to get the union m em 
bership to sw a llow  a con trac t 
th a t undoubtedly w i l l  be one o f 
the poorest in  a ll the C IO ’s his
to ry . T h a t w ay  was to th ro w  ou t 
a bone . . .  a few  cents an hour 
increase in  wages.

There is l i t t le  like lihood th a t 
the new agreem ent contains any 
im provem ents w hateve r in  ba r
ga in ing  procedure. The shop 
steward system  w i l l  be a fo rg o t
ten demand; sen io rity  provisions 
w ill undoubtedly be w eak; the 
con tra c t w i l l  con ta in  reac tionary  
an ti-a lien  provisions, a n ti-s tr ik e  
clauses, etc.

A  P uny “ Raise”

B u t as a coun te rw e igh t to  a ll 
th is  the w o rkers  w i l l  be offered a

s lig h t wage increase .From  w h a t 
in fo rm a tio n  is available, wages 
w il l  be increased abou t 4%. This 
includes the vacations w ith  pay 
based upon 2% o f ye a rly  wages.

T h is is a ll the w o rkers  w ill 
gain. The union com m ittee has 
kept eve ry th ing  else in the agree
m ent under a bushel.

M any local unions w ill probably 
oppose the ro tte n  agreem ent; bu t 
enough governm ent pressure w ill 
be p u t on to  force i t  down the 
th roa ts  o f a m a jo r ity  o f the lo 
cals, in  a ll p ro ba b ility .

W h i l e  t h e s e  negotia tions 
were reaching a cu lm ina tion , 
the  S ta lin is ts  and the conserva
tiv e  U A W  tops were p u ttin g  on 
a cam paign to  rescind the ac
tions o f several loca l unions in 
dem anding the 30-hour week 
a t 40-hours pay.

In  the B u ick  p lan t in  F lin t,  
S ta lin is ts  led the f ig h t fo r  a reso
lu tio n  rescind ing th e ir  fo rm e r 
support o f the slogan. In  F ishe r

Body, where the cam paign fo r  
the 30-hour week a t 40-hours pay 
opened, a w e ll-know n  C om m unist 
P a rty  m em ber in troduced an 
iden tica l reso lu tion to rescind 
support o f the slogan. B u t in 
F isher, where m ilita n ts  are in the 
leadership, the lone S ta lin is t was 
the on ly  m em ber to  vote fo r  his 
reso lu tion!

M ilita n ts  A c tiv e  In  P lants

Rank and file  m ilita n ts , b it te r ly  
disappointed a t the tu rn  o f the 
negotia tions, and seeing a ll th e ir  
hopes fo r  a g re a t v ic to ry  go ing 
up in smoke, are determ ined to 
force be tte r conditions in  th e ir  
own planes a t least. The com
pany however, is a rro g a n t and 
aloof, and strengthened both by 
governm ent pressure and the 
cowardice o f the U A W  leader
ship, com pany offic ia ls are w ag
in g  a b itte r  ba ttle  aga inst a ll 
m il ita n t  com m itteem en and stew 
ards.

Trotsky Indicts the 
Kremlin’s Role In 
Europe’s Catastrophe

B y  LE O N  T R O TS K Y
M E X IC O  C IT Y , June 17— The c a p itu la tio n  o f F rance  is no t a 

sim ple m il ita ry  episode. I t  is  p a r t  o f the  ca tastrophe  o f Europe. 
M ankind  can no longer liv e  under the  reg im e o f im peria lism . H it le r  
is no t an accident; he is on ly  the  m ost consis ten t and the  m ost 
bestia l expression o f im peria lism , w h ich  th rea tens to  crush ou r 
whole c iv iliza tio n .

B u t in line  w ith  the  general causes o f the  ca tastrophe inhe ren t 
in  im peria lism , i t  is im perm iss ib le  to  fo rge t the c r im in a l, s in is te r 
ro le played by the  K re m lin  and the C om inte rn . Nobody else ren
dered such support to  H it le r  as S ta lin . Nobody else created such a

dangerous s itu a tio n  fo r  the U.S.-fe--------------------------------------------------------
S.R. as S ta lin .

D u rin g  a period o f five  years 
the K re n ilin  and its  C om inte rn  
propagandized fo r  an "a lliance  o f 
d e m o c r a c i e s ”  and "people's 
fro n ts "  w ith  the aim  o f p reven t
ive w a r aga ins t “ Fasc is t aggres
sors.”  T h is  propaganda, as w i t 
nessed m ost s tr ik in g ly  in the ex
am ple o f France, had a trem en
dous influence upon the popu lar 
masses. B u t when w a r re a lly  ap
proached, the K re m lin  and its  
agency, the C om inte rn , jum ped 
unexpected ly in to  the cam p o f the 
"fa s c is t aggressors.”  S ta lin  w ith  
his ho rse-trader m e n ta lity  sought 
in  th is  w ay to cheat Cham ber- 
la in , D a lad ier, Roosevelt, and to 
ga in  s tra te g ic  positions in  Poland 
and the B a ltic  countries. B u t  the 
K rem lin.’a 5
ab ly  -greater consequences;'’ no t 
on ly  did i t  cheat the governm ents 
b u t i t  d isoriented and dem oralized 
the popu lar masses in  the f irs t  
place in  the so-called dem ocra
cies. W ith  its  propaganda o f 
"Peoples' F ro n ts ”  the K re m lin  
hindered the masses fro m  con
ducting  the f ig h t aga inst the im 
pe ria lis t w ar. W ith  his s h ift  to 
H itle r 's  side S ta lin  a b r u p t l y  
m ixed up a ll the cards and p a r
alyzed the m il ita ry  power o f the 
“ democracies.”  In  spite o f a ll the 
machines o f destruction  the m or
al fa c to r  re ta ins  decisive im p o rt
ance in  the w ar. B y  dem ora liz ing  
the popu lar masses in  Europe, 
and no t sole ly in Europe, S ta lin  
played the role o f an agen t p ro 
voca teur in the service o f H itle r. 
The cap itu la tion  o f F rance is one 
of the resu lts o f such po litics .

B u t i t  is by no means the on ly 
resu lt. In  sp ite  o f the K re m lin ’s

te r r ito r ia l seizures, the in te rn a 
tio n a l position o f the USSR is 
worsened in  the extrem e. The 
Polish bu ffe r disappeared. The 
R um an ian bu ffe r w i l l  d isappear 
tom orrow . M ig h ty  Germ any, mas
te r  o f Europe, acquires a com 
mon fro n t ie r  w ith  the USSR. 
Scandinavia, a place o f w eak 
and a lm ost d isarm ed countries is 
occupied by th is  same G erm any. 
H e r v ic to ries  in  the w est are on
ly  p re pa ra tion  fo r  a g ig a n tic  
move tow a rd  the cast. In  the a t
tack  on F in land  the Red A rm y , 
decapitated and d e m o r a l  ized, 
again by S ta lin , dem onstrated its  
weakness before the whole w o rld . 
In  his com ing m arch aga inst the 
USSR, H it le r  w i l l  find  sup po rt in  
Japan.

g in  to  speak oried m ore about the  
a lliance o f the  democracies aga in
s t the fasc is t aggressors. I t  is  
possible th a t as the cheated 
cheater, S ta lin  w i l l  be forced to  
m ake a new tu rn  in  his fo re ig n  
po litics . B u t woe to the peoples i f  
they  again tru s t the dishonest 
agents o f the K re m lin ’s ch ie f! 
S ta lin  helped convert Europe in to  
bloody chaos and took the USSR 
to  the ve ry  b r in k  o f the abyss. 
The peoples o f the USSR now 
cannot help b u t feel the grea test 
anx ie ty . . . . O n ly the o ve rth ro w  
o f the Moscow' to ta lita r ia n  clique, 
on ly  the regeneration o f Soviet 
dem ocracy can unleash the forces 
o f the Soviet peoples fo r  the f ig h t 
aga inst the inev itab le  and fa s t- 
approaching b low  fro m  im p e ria l
is t Germ any. Hence Soviet p a tr i
o tism  is inseparable from  irrecon 
c ilab le  s trugg le  aga inst the S ta l
in is t  clique.

Stalin Moves Into 
Baltic Countries

B y  F E L IX  M O RRO W

The com plete occupation and tra n s fo rm a tio n  in to  m il i ta ry  camps 
of L ith ua n ia , L a tv ia  and E ston ia by Soviet troops la s t weekend was 
a lm ost un ive rsa lly  recognized as a move inspired by fea r o f H itle r .  
W ith  F rance out o f the w a r, the N azi arm ies com ple te ly dom inated 
con tinen ta l Europe, able to  tu rn  and rend the p a rtn e r whose “ peace 
and friendsh ip  tre a ty ,”  free ing  H it le r  fro m  any w o rry  about a f ig h t 
on tw o  fro n ts , had so enorm ously fa c ilita te d  the N azis ’ speedy v ic -

<j to ry . O ccupation of the  t in y  B a l
t ic  sta tes provided ce rta in  s tra 
teg ic  advantages in case o f hos
t i l i t ie s  w ith  Germ any, b u t these 
seemed p i t i fu l ly  p a ltry  as con
tras ted  w ith  the enhanced power 
o f Nazi G erm any now as com 
pared w ith  last A ugust when 
S ta lin  entered the “ peace”  pact 
w ith  H itle r .

F rom  S tockholm  i t  was re p o rt
ed by O tto  Tolischus o f the N ew  
Y o rk  T im es t h a t  " G e r m a n y  
m akes l i t t le  secret o f her displea
sure" a t the Soviet move.

A lm o s t the on ly source th a t did 
no t characterize the step as a de
fensive move aga inst G erm any 
was the S ta lin  regim e and its  
S ta lin is t press abroad. F o r S ta lin  
could no t a d m it now, any m ore 

when he sought s tra te g ic  
in  F in land , th a t he was 

p ro tec tion  aga inst the

STALINIST BAND 
ARRESTED FOR 
TROTSKY ATTACK

Mexican Police Say 
Case Is Solved as 
One Confesses

Tw enty-one S ta lin is ts  arc in the 
hands o f M exican police and Gen-1 than 
o ra l Jose M anuel Nunez, head o f , bases 
the police, announced th a t com -j seeking 
p lete l ig h t  has now been shed on consequences o f his "peace”  pac t 
the M ay 24 a tta c k  on Leon [o f la s t year. Then, he had ju s tifie d  
T ro ts k y ’s house, a cable fro m U h e  pact on the ground th a t i t  

(Continued on Page 3) I (C ontinued on Page 3)
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Write to us—tell us what’s going on in your part of the 
labor movement—what are the workers thinking about?—tell 
its what the bosses are up to—and the G-men and the local cops—  

and the Stalinists—send us that story the capitalist press didn’t 
prin t and that story they buried or distorted— our pages are open 
to you. Letters must carry name and address, but indicate i f  you 
do not want your name printed.

Will We Remain Firm 
Against the War?
Editor:

I  have had the m ost d ishea rt
en ing news fro m  friends  in  E ng
land. The Independent Labo r P a r
ty  has abandoned its  opposition 
to  the w ar. I ts  leader, M axton, 
says now he can see no a lte rn a 
tiv e  to  the prosecution o f the w ar. 
The p a r ty  has dropped its  c r i t i 
cism  o f the po litica l truce among 
the pa rlia m e n ta ry  parties and has 
its e lf  w ith d ra w n  its  candidate fo r  
a Lancashire by-election. In  the 
seat o f its  ch ie f s treng th , G las
gow, the I.L .P .'s  nine c ity  council- 
men w il l  no longer even collabo
ra te  in  peace meetings.

Since, as you know, the I.L .P . 
was the ch ie f spokesman in  the 
B r it is h  Isles in  opposition to  the 
w a r— you T ro ts k y is ts  have on ly 
sm all groups there whose voices 
do no t reach ve ry  fa r  i t  is he a rt
b reak ing  to  find th a t men like  
M axton  and B rockw ay  have now 
collapsed.

Please don’t  be insu lted b u t th is  
news raises the question in  m y 
m in d  w h e the r anyone w i l l  hold 
o p t aga inst the m a rt ia l s p ir it. So 
in co rru p tib le  a figu re  as B ertrand  
Russell suddenly came ou t fo r  the 
w ar. A m ong m y own friends con
firm ed pacifis ts o f tw e n ty  years’ 
stand ing have changed. I  read 
each week yo u r brave declara
tions in  the S ocia lis t Appeal and 
I  honor you fo r  them . B u t w h a t 
like lihood is there th a t you w ill 
prove any f irm e r than men lik e  
M axton  and B rockw ay?  W hen 
th is  c o u n try  is faced w ith  such 
g r im  consequences as those now 
fac in g  B r ita in , w h a t w ill you do? 
I t  is  o f course easy fo r  me as a 
p r iva te  person to  ask you such 
questions, a lthough  I  have no 
r ig h t  to. B u t I  wonder. . . .

M a rian  Sanders
M ew Y o rk . N . Y .

Y o u r d isappo in tm ent a t w h a t 
happened to  the IL P  is on ly due 
to  you r previous illusions. We 
never expected a n y th in g  else 
f ro m  people lik e  M axton , who 
yoted and made a speech In 
P a rlia m e n t p ra is in g  Cham ber- 
la in  when the la t te r  re tu rned  
fro m  M unich.

W e predicted w h a t the  IL P  
w ould do. We were able to  do 
so on the basis o f a fundam ent
a l c r ite r io n : the p rogram  and 
conduct o f the IL P  in  peace
tim e. “ H ow  was i t  possible th a t 
the  m ost em inent representa

tives o f the Second In te rn a tio n 
a l could be tray soc ia lism ?”  
Lenin asked in  1911. l ie  an
swered: “ I t  is p e rfe c tly  c lear 
th a t the  fundam enta ls  o f the 
p o lit ic a l ideology o f social- 
chauvin ism  pe rfe c tly  coincide 
w ith  the foundations o f oppor
tun ism , I t  is T H E  S A M E  O R I
E N T A T IO N . O pportun ism , in 
the w a r environm ent, engen
ders socia l-chauvin ism . The 
m ain t i l in g  in  oppo rtun ism  is 
the idea o f class co llabora tion .”

One could, there fore, p red ic t 
as we did in advance the col
lapse in to  chauvin ism  o f the 
IL P , as o f th e ir  A m erican  b ro 
thers, the I.ovestoneites and 
the  N orm an Thomas socialists. 
F o l l o w i n g  an oppo rtun is tic  
course in  peacetime— m ost no
to rio u s ly  in  the  trade unions—  
the IL P  was ce rta in  to  succumb 
in  w a r-tim e , as they had a l
ready done in peacetime, to the 
pressure o f the  trade  union bu
reaucrats, agents in the labor 
m ovem ent o f im peria lism .

A s fo r  the “ a n ti-w a r”  stand 
o f the IL P  so long as i t  lasted, 
i t  did n o t include the funda
m enta ls  o f a revo lu tiona ry  po
s ition  on w a r: con tinua tion  of 
the  class s trugg le  d u rin g  w a r
tim e  regardless o f its  conse
quences to  the m il ita ry  a c t iv i
ties o f its  “ ow n”  bourgeoisie, 
and opposition to pacifism  in 
fa v o r o f tu rn in g  the im p e ria lis t 
w a r in to  a w a r o f the w orkers  
aga inst the  im p e ria lis ts  fo r  so
cia lism . B o th  the  pacifism  and 
the  iso la tion ism  o f the IL P  be
came u tte r ly  unrea l in  the face 
o f H i t le r ’s advance. I t  became 
p la in  th a t H it le r  had to  be 
stopped. The revo lu tiona ry  con
ception o f H it le r  being stopped 
by a v ic to rious  p ro le ta rian  d ic
ta to rs h ip  o f F rance  and E n g 
land w h ich  would insp ire  revo
lu tio n  lur Germ any, hastening 
i t * . I f  Accessary, by a reyo lu tion - 
a ry  w a r  aga ins t H it le r— th is  
was alien to  the  IL P . F in a lly  
conceding th a t H it le r  m ust be 
stopped by force, the  IL P  con
cedes th a t task  to  the B r it is h  
ru lin g  class.

B u t a parity  grounded in  our 
fundam enta l revo lu tiona ry  con
ceptions and w h ich, fu r th e r 
more, has developed and tested 
its  cadres and p rogram  over a 
period o f eleven years as we 
have— th a t p a rty , you m ay be 
sure, w i l l  rem a in  f irm  to  the 
end and a t a ll costs, against 
the  im p e ria lis ts  and th e ir  war. 
— E dito rs .

AIR KING STRIKERS APPEAL TO 
MEMBERSHIP OF LOCAL THREE

The w o rke rs  o f the A ir  K in g  
Radio Co. o f B rook lyn , N .Y ., are 
en te ring  the s ix th  week o f th e ir  
s tr ik e  in  a m il ita n t  mood.

W hen the w o rkers  le f t  Local 
B-1010 o f the I.B .E .W . (A F L )  in  
a d ispute w ith  W illia m  Beedie, 
the  In te rn a tio n a l Representative, 
and jo ined the CIO, Beedie o rder
ed the dism issal o f three o f the 
C IO  w o rke rs  in  the shop. De
m and ing  the re ins ta tem en t of 
these w o rkers  the en tire  force 
w a lked  out. Since then the w o rk 
ers in  a subs id ia ry  com pany o f 
the  A ir  K in g  p la n t have joined 
them  in  a sym pa thy  s tr ike , sw e ll
in g  the to ta l o f w o rke rs  involved 
to  450.

T h is  week Beedie has made 
Several a ttem p ts  to  b r in g  scabs 
th ro u g h  the CIO p icke t line. 
He secured unskilled  w o rkers  
th rou gh  t h e  Ita lia n  W e l f a r e  
League and sent about 40 o f them 
b y  subway to en te r the p la n t 
w ith o u t even te llin g  them  there 
was a s tr ik e  in  progress. M ost o f 
these people refused to  enter the 
p lan t. 18 jo ined up w ith  the CIO 
a a soon as the y  learned w h a t the 
conditions were, 12 entered the 
p la n t as scabs and the rest ran 
fro m  the scene.

Local 3 In te rfe re s
The same evening a la rge 

group appeared a t the shop, m em 
bers o f E le c tr ic a l W orke rs  Local 
3, I.B .E .W . (A F L ) .  They to ld  the 
p icke t cap ta in  th a t they had been 
ordered by th e ir  un ion o ffic ia ls  to 
go to  the p la n t a fte r  th e ir  regu
la r  days w o rk , to  p ro te c t those 
who were w o rk in g  in  the p lan t.

On F rida y , June 14, several o f
f ic ia ls  o f Local 3, I.B .E .W ., came 
down to  the  s tr ik e  headquarters

o f the CIO  and tr ie d  to  induce 
E m il K a tz , Business A ge n t o f the 
CIO  Local 430, who was expelled 
fro m  the A F L  by Beedie, to  set
tle  the s tr ike . He refused to ac
cept th e ir  te rm s and turned the 
Local 3 o ffic ia ls  over to the A ir  
K in g  S tr ik e  Com m ittee.

The S tr ik e  C om m ittee  sa t w ith  
the Local 3 o ffic ia ls a ll a fte rnoon 
b u t could n o t reach an agree
m ent. The Local 3 offic ia ls w a n t
ed the s tr ik e rs  to  re tu rn  to  the 
A F L  w ith o u t securing th e ir  one 
demand, th a t the s ta tus  quo be 
m a in ta ined in  the shop u n t il a 
N L R B  election be held and th a t 
those discharged be reh ired pend
in g  the outcom e o f the election. 
The Local 3 offic ia ls then th re a t
ened th a t i f  the s tr ik e  com m ittee 
would no t re -enter the A F L  un
der the pro tection  o f Local 3 th a t 
they would be faced w ith  a ba ttle  
w ith  the pow erfu l Local 3 m em 
bership. They threatened th a t 
they would b r in g  down 5,000 I.B .
E.W . m embers to see th a t the 
shop was reopened by A F L  men.

On M onday about th ir t y  of 
Beedic’s scabs go t in to  the shop 
and Local 3 sent 100 o f th e ir  
m embers to  p ro te c t them  on 
th e ir  w ay home.

The CIO Local 430 passed o u t a 
leafle t to  the Local 3 men exp la in 
ing  the s itua tion  in  the shop to 
them  and p lac ing  responsib ilty  
fo r  the s itu a tio n  where i t  be
longs, on the shoulders o f Beedie. 
M ost o f the Local 3 men showed 
re luctance to p ro te c t the scabs 
and m any were heard to say th a t 
the y  were go ing to demand an 
exp lanation  fro m  th e ir  offic ia ls 
on the ro le Local 3 is p la y in g  in 
the s tr ike . I

Against Whom Is the A nti-A lien  
Drive Really Being Directed ?

Forget for a minute what the capitalist press is saying, 
close your ears to the blare of the radio— and ask yourself: 
IVhat is the real weaning of all this hue and cry against 
the aliens?

W hy has Roosevelt demanded that control of non-citi
zens he transferred to the Department of Justice? Why has 
the Roosevelt administration asked Congress to pass legisla
tion for fingerprinting and registration o f all non-citizens? 
W hy has the Senate adopted a provision to lim it to 10% 
the number o f non-citizens employed in any industry? Why- 
are other bills being pushed to cut down immigration even 
lower than it now is?

W ill these anti-alien bills help fight fascism? That is the 
claim made for them. But what is the truth?

Who suffers most from fascism? The workers and na
tional minorities. Fascism, wherever it comes, murders the 
workers’ leaders, destroys the workers' unions, slashes 
their wages, lengthens their hours of work, condemns to 
shame and slavery the Jews and other national minorities.

The German workers didn't want fascism. They voted 
against it, thirteen million strong, at the last real election 
held in Germany in 1932. But the German bosses put H itle r 
in. The Italian workers hated fascism, but with the help of 
the K ing and the bosses Mussolini took over the govern
ment.

It is obvious, then, that workers don't want fascism.
And who are the aliens? They are mostly W O R K E R S !
Just take one look at the latest government figures avail- 

aide, from the last census. They show that although the 
foreign-born were only 10% of the population, they were 
23% of the industrial workers! They were 28% of the coal 
miners, 30% of copper miners, 49% of coal miners, and 
so forth. And about 25% of these foreign-born workers 
have not become citizens.

In short, the blows aimed at the “ aliens" are really blows 
aimed against the labor movement 1

In some cases the game the government is playing is 
crudely obvious. Take, for example, the case of the famous 
seamen’s unions on the West Coast— the Sailors Union of 
the Pacific and the Marine Firemen. A fascist sympathizer 
wouldn't last a day on one o f their boats.

A t least 30% of the members of these militant unions 
are non-citizens. As is true with many non-citizen workers 
in other trades, these seamen in many cases cannot become 
citizens because they can't comply with the elaborate rules 
and regulations. But, as every citizen in the same unions w ill 
tell you, these non-citizens are splendid union men and 
enemies to the death against fascism.

Yet the government is now sponsoring a law which 
would bar all these non-citizens— one man in every three 
now in these, unions— from being cmpLoyed-in- the merchant’ 
marine. Thd government’s proposed law w ill1 help fascism, 
not stop it.

Here is another example. There are millions o f fighters 
against fascism and victims o f fascism who want to come 
to this country— the Spanish Loyalists, the anti-Nazi Ger
mans and Austrians, Czechs and the Jews. I f  the govern
ment were sincerely desirous o f creating a bulwark against 
fascism and against a “ fifth  column" here, it could do noth
ing better than to admit all these refugees whose lives have 
been blasted by fascism. Yet as part of the government's 
anti-alien drive these anti-fiscist refugees are being barred 
from entry into this country. Does that help fight fascism? 
No, it helps fascism.

Nor w ill the drive against the foreign-born stop with the 
non-citizens. Already we hive seen an attempt made to bar 
longshoremen, citizens of Italian extraction, from loading 
American ships in New York. Fortunately in this case the 
leadership o f the A F L  International Longshoremen’s Un
ion, despite their conservativism, understood the anti-union 
meaning o f this move and refused to permit it. But other 
moves like this w ill follow. They are anti-labor moves and 
have nothing to do with the fight against fascism.

Many non-citizens could easily pass as foreign-born or 
native-born citizens, and the only way to really tighten up 
the registration of aliens would be i f  everybody in the coun
try had to carry a registration card. Registration o f aliens is 
only the first step to an internal passport system.

It is a lie that these steps against aliens are motivated by 
the desire to fight fascism. The motive is very different. In 
seeking transfer o f the non-citizens into the tender mercies 
of the FB I, Roosevelt’s message to Congress said the gov
ernment wanted it so it could " deal quickly with those 
aliens who conduct themselves in a manner that conflicts 
with the public interest.”

What is the “ public interest"? By government definition 
it includes Roosevelt’s declaration against strikes; it in
cludes the scuttling o f the Walsh-1 Iealey and Wages and 
Hour Acts’ as was done in the naval construction b ill; the 
scuttling of the Wagner Labor Act by the House o f Repre
sentatives’ “ amendments” ; the union-busting “ anti-trust”  
campaign of the Department o f Justice, etc. In a word, 
whoever won’t do what the heads o f General Motors and 
U.S. Steel tell us to do— and they are now running the 
National Defense Council— is against the “ public interest.”

The real meaning o f the blows against the aliens is now 
clear. The National Defence Council wants a tamed and 
house-broken labor movement— if  it wants any labor move
ment at all. But the government cannot as yet openly direct 
its heaviest blows against the unions, for Labor is still 
strong; therefore the government masks as many blows 
against Labor as it can under the guise of “ anti-alien”  
legislation.

Every anti-alien b ill is a blow against the worke'rs. A n  
in ju ry  to one is an in ju ry  to all—-that is Labor’s slogan!

Defend yourself and your union, by defending the aliens!

Stalinists M um  on 
J ingo  Resolutions 
In  A u to  Unions

F L IN T , M ich .— W ho said the 
S ta lin is ts  had a new line?

W ho said the C om m unist P a rty  
was opposed to  the jin g o  cam 
pa ign o f Roosevelt?

The D a ily  W o rk e r says so— in 
w o rds—bu t th e ir  m embers seem 
to have d iffe re n t ins tructions.

In  F lin t  the C om m unist P a rty  
members are s t i l l  back in  the 
days o f support to Roosevelt and 
the Dem ocrats, and arc  e ith e r un
w ill in g  o r a fra id  to say a word 
aga inst the fake  p a tr io t ic  cam 
paign now being waged in the un
ions. In  the B u ick  Local No. 599 
m eeting  the o th e r day, a m otion  
was made th a t every m em ber be 
forced to  salute the flag  upon en
te r in g  the un ion ha ll. Everyone 
w a ited  w ith  hushed b rea th  fo r  
one o f the several know n S ta lin 
is ts  to  open up on th is  m otion.

B U T  N O T O N E  O F T H E M  
O P E N E D  H IS  M O U T H ! N o t 
one o f these so-called revo lu 
tiona ries  had the guts to  voice 
a w ord o f opposition to  th is  d ic 
ta to r ia l and undem ocratic  de
cree.

T h a t task was undertaken by 
a ran k  and file  m ilita n t,  w e ll 
know n as an a n ti-S ta lin is t 
who a ttacked  the m otion  as be
ing  p a r t o f a jin g o  cam paign to 
harness the un ion to  the  reac
tio n a ry  governm ent w a r cam 
paign, po in ted out th a t i t  re-
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sembled the  provis ions o f a 
Fasc is t union, and was aimed 
n t a ll those who fo r  re lig ious, 
p o litie a i o r personal reasons did 
not believe in  id o la to ry  o f the 
flag. The m otion  req u iring  the 
flag  sa lu te was lost . . .  no 
thanks  to  the  “ a n ti-w a r Com
m un is t P a r ty .”

The eyes o f a ll organized food- 
w o rke rs  in  New Y o rk  C ity  are 
fixed on the  special by-e lection 
on Tuesday, June 25, fo r  P resi
dent o f Local 302,' C a fe teria  
W orkers  Union.

There are tw o  candidates in  the 
field, W ill ia m  Kincheloe, repre
senting the “ U n ited  O range T ic k 
e t”  o f the progressive an ti-ad 
m in is tra tio n  bloc, and CPstas 
D ritzas , representing the S ta lin 
is t “ R ank-and -F ile ”  machine, 
w h ich  con tro ls  the a d m in is tra 
tion . The progressives are confi
dent o f v ic to ry  in  the election.

S ta lin is ts  On W ay Out
V ic to ry  fo r  the progressives 

w il l  be a severe b low  to the Com
m un is t p a r ty  machine, a lready 
ree ling  fro m  recent election de
feats in  tw o  foodw orkers  locals 
and a p a rtia l de feat in  Local 302 
la s t December. In  the December 
elections the U n ited  Orange T ic k 
et elected ten officers o f the L o 
cal, in c lud ing  t w o  b u s i n e s s  
agents, who have since done an 
exce llent job, an in d ica tion  of 
w h a t the local can expect when 
the S ta lin is ts  are com ple te ly re
pudiated.

In  A p r il,  in  Local 16, W a ite rs  
and W aitresses, the S ta lin is ts  
were swept ou t o f office by a 
progressive v ic to ry . Three weeks

In  add ition  to  th is  dem onstra
tion  o f craven cowardice, several 
o f the ou ts tand ing  S ta lin is t fu n c 
tionaries in the unions, recru ited  
by the C.P. in  the honeypioon 
days of the P ro-Roosevelt Popu
la r  F ron t, attended and p a r t ic i
pated in the M ich igan  S tate Dem 
ocra tic  convention held in  F lin t.

They ,didn t  a ttend to  a tta c k  
Roosevelt’s w ar-m ongering  cam 
paign, b u t to  seek support among 
“ the respectable’ ’ elements, and 
to show everyone th a t they were 
good “ A m ericans.”

N o a n ti-w a r reso lu tions have 
been in troduced in  any local 
un ion in F l in t  by the C.P. No 
ind ica tion  can be seen th a t they 
are c a rry in g  on any k in d  o f 
cam paign against the reaction 
a ry  congressional le g is la tive

ago the S ta lin is t a d m in is tra tion  
o f Local 325, pow erfu l B roo k lyn  
local, was com ple te ly repudiated 
by the m embership.

Local 302 is the m ost im p o rta n t 
local in  the H o te l &  R estaurant 
W orkers  In te rn a tio n a l. In  1936 
the C om m unist P a r ty  dissolved 
its  dual “ In d u s tr ia l U n ion ”  and 
made ,a deal w ith  the racketeers 
then ih  con tro l o f Local 302 and 
some o the r locals, whereby the y  
were given paid jobs in  the un
ion. D u rin g  the Dewey in ves tig a 
tion  and tr ia ls , the S ta lin is t o ffi
cia ls defended the racketeers, 
ra is ing  $20,000 fo r  th is  purpose. 
A f te r  the convic tion  o f the gang
sters, the C om m unist P a rty  dom 
inated m ost o f the New Y o rk  lo 
cals and the local Jo in t Board.

S ta lin is ts ’ B la ck  Record
U nde r the fou r-ye a r dom ina

tion  o f the C om m unist P a r ty  the 
conditions o f the w o rke rs  have 
fa iled  to  im prove. W ages have de
te rio ra ted . Job secu rity , w h ich  
the w o rkers  had even under the 
racketeers, has been w h ittle d  
away. C ontracts  w h ich  the union 
does get are badly enforced, i f  a t 
all. D u rin g  th is  period the bosses 
association has been b u ilt  in to  a 
pow erfu l weapon aga inst the un
ion, no t w ith o u t help fro m  the 
C.P. clique, w h ich  favored Asso-

CAFETERIA LOCAL BY-ELECTIONS 
DUE TO BE HELD TUESDAY

prog ram  o f the  bosses.
T h a t is how the C.P. is f ig h tin g  

ivar prepara tions in  fcil'nt.

B uy  the  A P P E A L

IN MINNEAPOLIS
a t:

Shln'ders News Co.,
6 th  S t. &  Hennepin Av.

M o rris  K rom an,
4 th  S t. &  N ic o lle t Av.

P ioneer News Co.,
238 Second Av., South

A . Peterson News Stand, 
W ash ing ton  A v . &  B ’w ay N .

Labor Book store,
919 M arq ue tte  A v.

c ia tion  stores as aga inst inde
pendents.

P rog ram  o f P rogressives
The progressives pledge them 

selves, when they  ge t in to  office, 
to c a rry  on a v igorous fig h t 
aga inst the Bosses’ Association, 
to im prove conditions and to  
raise the wage scale, especially o f 
the m iscellaneous “ u n s k i l l e d ” 
w o rke rs  and the w o rke rs  in  the 
chain stores, w ho are kep t sepa
ra ted  in  a  low er wage scale and 
in  a separate branch by  the old 
officials.

" A  v ic to ry  in  th is  e lection,”  
says an Orange T ic k e t s tatem ent, 
“ w i l l  be a step tow a rd  the regu la r 
December elections, when we 
w il l  sweep o u t o f office the reac
tio n a ry  C om m unist p a rty  clique 
w h ich  has m isled, disorganized, 
and betrayed the U n ion .”

Perk up! 
There is a 

P I C N I C
W E ’RE S A IL IN G  FO R

SILVER LAKE
(S ta ten Is land) 

oh

SUNDAY, JUNE 30
M E E T  At  s o u t h  f e r r y  

10 A .M .

Boating-Tennis-G am es 
Hom e Cooked Food 

G rand d ra w in g  o f W orld 's  
F a ir  Souvenir Book

Ausp ices: W est Side B r.

O n ly  Two Weeks To 
Go In  Appeal D rive !

W hile  m ore money came in  la s t week on the tw o-a-w eek 
Appea l fund  than the weok previous, we are s t i l l  fa r  fro m  satis
fied. 8369.00 was sent in  on the  fund, boosting the am ount collected 
to the sum o f $1,890.05, 48% o f the to ta l am ount pledged.

B u t less than  tw o  weeks are le ft  before the end o f the  d r iv e !
Chicago moves up to the top w ith  105% o f its  quota. St. Pau l 

came in w ith  the fu l l  quota. E ast Chicago raised its  quota fro m  
$25 to  $50. The m a ritim e  w o rke rs  came th rou gh  w ith  a sub s tan tia l 
sum, ra is in g  th e ir  percentage fro m  19 to  56%.

A ll very w e ll— bu t we M U S T  have 100% by J u ly  1st!

S C O R E B O A R D
B ranch Pledged Paid %

Chicago ............................ .........$ 100.00 $ 105.00 105
U psta te  New  Y o rk  . . . . ......... 50.00 50.00 100
A k ro n  .............................. 10.00 100
R ockv ille  ........................ ......... 5.00 5.00 100
Texas ................................. .........  5.00 5.00 100
St. Paul ............................ ......... 200.00 200.00 100
L yn n  ................................. ......... 50.00 40.00 80
Boston ............................... ......... *77-00 129.50 73
M inneapolis .................... ......... 300.00 200.00 67
D e tro it  ............................ ......... 75.00 46.35 62
M a ritim e  W orke rs  . . . . .........  780.00 435.00 56
P hilade lph ia  .................... ......... 25.00 13.00 52
F lin t  ................................. .........  105.00 55.00 50
New Y o rk  C i t y ............. 422.00 44
Toledo ............................... ......... 40.00 17.50 44
B uffa lo  ............................ .........  5.00 2.00 40
B a ltim o re  ........................ .........  25.00 10.00 40
Los A n g e le s .................... ......... 100.00 40.50 40
P ortla nd  .......................... ......... 7.50 2.50 33
N e w ark  ............................ ......... 100.00 30.00 30
New  Haven .................... ......... 05.00 11.50 21
E ast C h ic a g o .................. ......... 50.00 10.00 20
N a tion a l Office ............. ......... 550.00 50.20 9
San F rancisco ............... ......... 100.00 0.00 0
Omaha ............................. .........  25.00 0.00 0
Seattle  ............................. 0.00 0
Ind ianapo lis  .................... .........  10.00 0.00 0
O akland .......................... .........  10.00 0.00 0
L o ra in  ............................... .........  5.00 0.00 0

T O T A L  ............................ $1890.05 48

M IN N E A P O L IS  
GOES TO T O W N !

F ifte e n  comrades o f the M in 
neapolis branch are p u tt in g  one 
thousand .Appeals every week in 
to  the homes o f M inneapo lis 
w orkers. E v e ry  M onday evening 
the comrades come to  the branch 
headquarters— ge t th e ir  papers, 
and cover the w o rk in g  class com 
m un ities  assigned to them. The 
assignm ents are perm anent so 
th a t the same comrade goes to 
the same com m un ity  each week.

T h is  week— one man called to 
the comrade and asked fo r  the 
paper th rou gh  the w indow — then 
g o t another fo r  the fa m ily  up
sta irs . A t  another house the com
rade was asked to stop the next 
tim e  he came around and get 
th e ir  subscrip tion.

E n thus iasm  fo r  th is  type o f 
mass coverage w ith  the Appeal is 
h igh  in  the branch, and p ro m p t 
paym ent o f the cost o f the bundle 
is assured since the bundle is pa id 
fo r  ou t o f the general fund. The 
slogan is "R a in  o r Shine, The A p 
peal Goes O ut E very  M onday.”

The g re a t speed w ith  w h ich  
events o f the day are m oving has 
caused the branch to adopt th is  
po licy  o f mass coverage o f M in 
neapolis, w ith  1,000 copies every 
week o f the p a r ly  organ.

A sk  y o u r branch lite ra tu re  
agent to  read the le tte r  fro m  the 
cen ter about app ly ing  the M inne 
apolis p lan o f mass w o rk  to  your

lo ca lity . Y ou r branch, too, can do 
it ,  a t  ou r special rates fo r  q u a n ti
ties. F o rw a rd  to  rea l mass c ircu 
la tio n  o f the A ppea l! N ow  is the 
tim e  to  achieve i t !

*  *  s

G E T B E H IN D  
T H E  SUB D R IV E ! ! ! !

Subs are beg inn ing to  come in  
fro m  the fa r  co iners o f the coun
try ,  on the c u rre n t Appeal sub 
drive. The mass centers, though, 
are now ju s t about g e ttin g  under 
way, according to  local reports, 
and w ill s ta r t  to  show up in the 
week’s ta lly  in  the ve ry  near fu 
ture.

The to ta l fo r  the cu rre n t week 
rem ains ve ry  poor, w ith  on ly  12 
subscrip tions on the record as th is  
issue goes to  press. They a rrived  
fro m  the fo llo w in g  places:

M on tana  .................................  3
Rochester, N. Y ...................... 3
H ouston .................................  i
F l in t  .......................................  l
New  Jersey ..........................  l
L yn n  .......................................  i
San F rancisco ......................  1
Chicago ...................................  l
T o ta l ........................................ 12
F rom  th is  pp in t, however, we 

expect to  see a steady rise in the 
to ta l each week . . . provided the 
comrades s ta r t  now, and don’t  le t
grass g row  under th e ir  feet. The 
Appeal needs money, and the re ’s 
money in  subs! Get yours in  ear
ly , and rem em ber the prizes!

N O W  R E A D Y !!!

T R A D E  U N I O N  
P R O B L E M S

by
FARRELL DOBBS

A comprehensive study o f problems facing the 
A merican IVorkers

44 pps.

Price: 10£
•

A NEW ANTI-W AR PAMPHLET
by

Joe Hansen
16 pps.

First of a series of 2c agitational pamphlets 

Published fo r the S.W.P.

P I O N E E R  P U B L I S H E R S
116 U N IV E R S IT Y  P L A C E  N E W  Y O R K , N . Y .

:
■
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‘L A B O R  W IT H  A W H IT E  S K IN  
C A N N O T  E M A N C IP A T E  IT S E L F  
W H E R E  L A B O R  W IT H  A B L A C K  
S K IN  IS  B R A N D E D " —  K A R L  
M A R X .

The
Negro Q uestio n

-by Robert L. Birchman-

Negro-White Solidarity In Strike
The m onth -o ld  s tr ik e  o f N egro and w h ite  laun 

d ry  w o rkers  a t the Lewandos Company o f W a
te rtow n , Mass., is an example o f the s o lid a rity  
between w o rkers  th a t is necessary fo r  e ithe r col
ored o r w h ite  w o rkers  to  w in  be tte r conditions.

The s tr ik e  is fo r  be tte r w o rk in g  conditions and 
m ore pay. S tanding shoulder to  shoulder w ith  the 
w h ite  w o rkers  are nine colored w orkers. The col
ored w o rkers  im m ed ia te ly  jo ined the w h ite  w o rk 
ers when the s tr ik e  was called a m on th  ago by 
the L a un d ry  W orkers  Union, No. 66.

The Lewandos Co., one o f the la rges t c lean ing 
companies in the Boston area, has had a po licy  
o f pay ing  colored w o rke rs  a sm a lle r wage than  
th a t paid w h ite  w orkers  fo r  s im ila r  w o rk . D u rin g  
the s tr ik e  the offic ia ls o f the com pany have tr ie d  
to  create dissension am ong the w o rke rs  by m a k 
in g  overtures to the w h ite  w orkers. I t  is reported 
th a t the com pany volunteered to  restore the 
s tr ik e rs  jobs provided the colored w o rke rs  were 
le f t  out. W hen th a t fa iled  the com pany sent ou t 
an u ltim a tu m  th a t they would take  back on ly  
those who had been w ith  the com pany fo r  five 
years o r more, a u to m a tica lly  e lim in a tin g  the col
ored w orkers . These offers o f the com pany were 
refused by the union.

A  p icke t line is m ainta ined, w ith  bo th  colored 
and w h ite  w o rkers  do ing th e ir  pa rt. The le ng th  
o f the s tr ik e  has enta iled g re a t hardsh ip on the 
s tr ike rs , bu t they in tend  to  rem a in  on s tr ik e  u n til 
th e ir  demands are obtained. La s t week the o rgan
izer, Rose Norwood and another w o rk e r were a r
rested on a charge b ro ug h t by a s trikeb reake r. I t  
was shown in  cou rt th a t the Lewandos Com pany 
was back ing  the prosecution in  its  de te rm ina tion  
to  break down the m ora le  and starve o u t the 
s tr ike rs . The judge ru led ou t the evidence o f 
in tim id a tio n  by the Lewandos Co. as irre le v a n t; 
he dismissed one defendant b u t postponed the 
o rgan izer’s case.

The Lewandos Co. refuses to  subm it its  case to  
the  Labo r Board, and has refused a ll o ffe rs o f 
a rb itra t io n  and consideration o f proposals th a t 
have been term ed very  fa ir  by  the Labo r Board.

Chicago Negro Drivers Strike
F ive hundred Negro ta x i d rive rs  on Chicago’s 

Southside w en t ou t on s tr ik e  on M onday, June 10, 
in  response to  the ca ll o f Johnny P a tr ic k , pres i
dent o f the B ronzeville  Chauffeurs Club.

The d rive rs  are p ro te s ting  h igh re n ta l ra tes fo r  
the  cabs. The d rive rs  pay fro m  §4.70 to §5.70 a 
day fo r  the cabs w ith  another d o lla r added fo r  
S a tu rday and Sunday. They are also required to 
pay fo r  gas and oil, w h ich  m ust be bought fro m  
the cab owners, and are responsible fo r  damage 
done to the cabs. The ren ta l increases, according 
to  P a tr ic k , is  50 cents fo r  n ig h t and 25 cents fo r  
day drivers.

Louisiana Solons Threaten 
Negro Jobs

The rea c tion a ry  le g is la to rs  o f the s ta te  o f 
Lou is iana are seeking to  displace N egro w o rkers  
fro m  th e ir  jobs th rou gh  a b ill in troduced in  the 
s ta te  Senate la s t week. The b ill w ou ld  requ ire  
ra ilroads  op e ra ting  w ith in  the s ta te  to  em ploy 
‘ ‘on ly  bona-fide and qua lified  voters o f the U n ited  
S tates.”

V arious m ethods are used by  the reac tiona ry  
s ta te  offic ia ls to  keep Negroes fro m  vo tin g  and 
the b ill would on ly  p e rm it the em ploym ent o f 
those who have "p a rtic ip a te d  in  the p rim a rie s  and 
general elections w ith in  the confines o f any sta te 
in  the U n ion .”

A ccord ing  to  a re p o rt in  the Kansas C ity , Mo., 
Ca ll, N egro paper, the b ill has the back ing  o f l i ly -  
w h ite  labo r unions. I t  threa tens the jobs held by 
N egro  w o rkers  on the Southern Pacific, M issouri 
Pacific, Texas Pacific, I llin o is  C entra l, G u lf Coast 
Lines, Lou is iana and N ashv ille  and Southern 
R a ilw a y  system s opera ting  w ith in  the sta te  and 
on w h ich  Negroes hold m any positions as brake- 
men, firem en, porters, etc.

A no the r case o f d isc rim in a tio n  is b ro ug h t to 
ou r a tte n tio n  by a s u it filed by Ed Tcagle, N egro 
firem an on the G u lf, M ob ile and N o rth e rn  R a il
road, in  M em phis la s t week aga inst the B ro th e r
hood o f Locom otive F irem en and E ng inem cn fo r  
an in ju n c tio n  and $50,000 damage. Teagle con
tends th a t the Locom otive F irem en and E ng ine- 
men signed a secret con tra c t w ith  the ra ilro a d  
com pany whereby senior N egro firem en were re 
placed by ju n io r  w h ite  firem en on s toke r-fired  
engines.

The B rotherhood has cla im ed the r ig h t  to  m ake 
con trac ts  fo r  a ll firem en because the m a jo r ity  o f 
the firem en are w h ite  and m embers o f the B ro th 
erhood, b u t i t  excludes Negroes fro m  m em ber
ship, w h ile  i t  c la im s the r ig h t  to  represent them  
under the R a ilroad Labo r A c t.

Teague cla im s th a t the action  by  the B ro th e r
hood was no t representative o f the N egro f ire 
men. He cla im s th a t the la w  requires the B ro th e r
hood to  g ive the Negro firem en notice and a 
chance to  be heard and vote before any con
tra c ts  can be made by the Brotherhood.

W e need scarce ly com m ent on th is  sham eful 
s itu a tio n — a N egro w o rke r, obviously lo ya l to  the 
p rinc ip les  o f labo r so lida rity , forced by li ly -w h ite  
polic ies to take a un ion in to  court.

What Shall We Call This Column?
The question as to  the correctness o f the te rm  

“ N egro”  in  the heading o f th is  co lum n has 
b ro ug h t fo r th  considerable discussion and a num 
ber o f suggestions fo r  a new t it le .  W e agree th a t 
the use o f “ Q uestion" should be e lim ina ted ; bu t 
as ye t we do no t believe th a t a su ffic ien t num ber 
o f opin ions have been expressed to  w a rra n t not 
us ing the w ord  “ N egro .”  The papers and o th e r 
pub lica tions o f the colored people use the te rm s 
“ N egro ,”  “ colored,”  “ b lack ”  in terchangeab ly, bu t 
do no t use one to  the exclusion o f the others and 
the  use o f "N e g ro ”  appears to be m ore extensive 
tha n  the others.

A m ong  the suggestions fo r  a new t it le  fo r  the 
colum n we have Received the fo llo w in g : “ The 
N egro S trug g le ,”  “ B lack  and W h ite  S o lid a rity ,”  
“ R evo lt o f the B lack  M an ,”  “ Colored People’s 
S trugg le ,”  “ Voice o f the N egro ,’ “ L ife  and S tru g 
gles o f the N egro .”

W e would lik e  to  receive fu r th e r  opin ions o f our 
readers before we change the  t i t le  o f the colum n.

Fearing Hitler, Stalin Moves Into Baltic Countries
Swift German Victory in Western Europe 
Upsets Kremlin's Calculations; Stalin 
Reaping Fruits of His Pact W ith  Nazis

(C ontinued fro m  Page 1)
made im possible a G erm an w a r 
aga inst the Soviet U n ion ; th a t 
advantage o f the pact, S ta lin is ts  
had argued th rou gh ou t the w orld , 
outweighed a ll its  ev il conse
quences. Now, less than  ten 
m onths a f te r  the  pact, S ta lin  
could no t ad m it th a t he was con
vu ls ive ly  adding to  his defenses 
to  guard  aga ins t th a t  w h ich  the 
pact w ith  H it le r  was to have 
made impossible.

Since the S ta lin  c u lt o f in fa l l i
b i l i t y  precluded te ll in g  the  tru th , 
the occupation o f the B a ltic  
states had to  be ju s tifie d  by p re
posterous lies. The o ffic ia l Soviet 
communiques solem nly declared 
th a t the L illip u tia n  states had 
"prepared an a tta c k  on the Soviet 
ga rrisons”  s ta tioned there.

The B a ltic  states could ve ry  
lik e ly  p lay  the role o f puppets o f 
a g re a t power p repa ring  an as
sau lt upon the Soviet U n ion. B u t 
w ith  the  A llie s  c ra ck in g  under 
H it le r ’s blows, the on ly  g rea t 
power w h ich  could be m an ip u la t
in g  the B a ltic  puppets w ou ld  bo 
G erm any—and th a t S ta lin  could 
no t ad m it fo r  i t  w ou ld  condemn 
his en tire  po licy. Hence his ab
surd lies, w h ich  convince no one 
and w h ich  fu r th e r  d isc red it the 
Soviet U n ion  in  the eyes o f the  
w o rld ’s w orkers.

S T A L IN ’S B A N K R U P T  P O L IC Y  
E N D A N G E R S  T H E  S.U.

I t  does no t requ ire  an adm is
sion fro m  S ta lin  to  establish the 
u t te r  ba n k ru p tcy  o f the S ta lin - 
H it le r  pact. W hen the Nazis 
m arched on Poland, S ta lin  count
ed on a second M un ich  as the 
m ost lik e ly  a fte rm a th . On the 
day the G erm an troops marched, 
M olo tov, sm iled ske p tica lly  when 
the Polish ambassador to ld  h im  
th a t F rance and E ng land would 
fu lf i l l  th e ir  com m itm ents to  Pol
and; “ we sha ll see,”  said M olo tov 
unbe liev ing ly . N e ith e r M o lo tov 
nor his m aste r had understood 
th a t the European cris is  had gone 
too fa r  fo r  a second M unich.

The on ly  o the r po ss ib ility  w h ich  
occurred to  the K re m lin  m inds 
was th a t, i f  w a r d id  come, i t  
w ou ld  be o f long  du ra tion . P re 
cise ly the S ta lin -H itle r  pact, how 
ever, w ip in g  ,o u | th e  possible , dan
ger o f a  w a r on tw o  fro n ts , en
abled H it le r  to  concentra te a ll 
the w a r power o f G erm an econ
om y in  the W est to assure a  sho rt 
w ar. S ta lin ’s in te lligence service 
undoubtedly acquainted h im  w ith  
the fa c t th a t H itle r 's  m il ita ry  
m achine a c tu a lly  believed in  the 
re a lity  o f the b litz k r ie g  tim e 
tab le  w h ich  H it le r  was pu b lic ly  
enunc ia ting— w ith  A ug us t 15 as 
the  outside date fo r  successful 
c o m p l e t i o n  o f the European 
phases o f the w a r; bu t S ta lin  did 
n o t use th is  in fo rm a tio n  to  reo r
ganize his po licy. He fo llow ed 
th a t po licy  o u t to  its  dead end.

A nd w h a t a dead end! N ever in  
the -worst days o f the w a r o f in 
te rven tion  o f 1918-20 was the in 
fa n t Soviet repub lic  in  a m ore 
dangerous pos ition  tha n  is the 
Soviet U n ion  today, thanks  to 
S ta lin ’s s tra tegy.

The European labo r m ovem ent, 
w h ich  Lenin considered to  be the 
m ost im p o rta n t b u lw a rk  defend
in g  the Soviet U n ion, lies crushed 
under H it le r ’s w a r m achine, as

the end-result o f S ta lin 's  fo re ign  
po licy. Len in  said the Soviet U n 
ion m ust take  advantage o f the 
con trad ic tions between the im 
p e ria lis t powers; instead, S ta lin  
le t h im se lf be used, f irs t  by one 
im p e ria lis t power, then the other. 
Len in  said the Soviet U n ion  m ust 
take advantage o f the con trad ic 
tions between the im p e ria lis t 
powers in  order to  advance the 
w o rld  revo lu tion , the o n ly  real 
safeguard o f the Soviet U n ion ; 
S ta lin  p e rm itte d  h im se lf to  be 
used by the im p e ria lis t powers to 
crush, one a fte r  another, the labo r 
movements o f Europe.

H O W  S T A L IN  D E S T R O Y E D  
E U R O P E ’S L A B O R  
M O V E M E N T

In  1936, in  the name o f the “ de
fense o f the Soviet U n ion ”  p ro 
vided by the F ranco-S ovie t pact, 
S ta lin ’s F rench lieutenan ts p re
vented the re vo lu tio n a ry  June 
strikes^ fro m  cu lm in a tin g  in  a 
complete social revo lu tion ; in 
stead they to ld  the w o rkers  to  be 
good F rench p a trio ts , to  su rren 
der the fac to ries  and to  obey the 
coa lition  w ith  the bourgeoisie, the

F opu la r F ro n t governm ent o f 
B lum -D a lad ie r. T h a t governm ent 
and its  successors, backed by  the 
S ta lin is ts , broke the  back o f the 
F rench w o rk in g  class. Hounded 
and denuded o f its  gains and 
rig h ts , the F rench w o rke rs  could 
scarce ly be insp ired  by the 
F rench bourgeoisie to  h u rl back 
H itle r.

T h a t same F rench  P opu la r 
F ro n t governm ent o f B lu rn -S ta lin  
refused to  provide arm s to  the 
Spanish Loya lis ts . M eanw hile  the 
Spanish P opu la r F ro n t govern 
m ent created by the  S ta lin is ts  
broke the m ora le o f the  Spanish 
w o rkers  and peasants by fo rc in g  
them  to  dissolve th e ir  fa c to ry , 
land and soldiers’ com m ittees; 
forced them  to  l im it  , th e ir  s tru g 
gle aga inst F ranco  w ith in  the  
im p o ten t confines o f bourgeois 
democracy. To achieve th is  fou l 
end S ta lin ’s G PU assassinated the  
flow er o f the Spanish re vo lu tio n 
is ts— a ll th is  in  S ta lin ’s va in  a t
tem p t to  establish his respecta
b i l i t y  and to w in  the good -w ill o f 
B r it is h  im peria lism . Instead the 
B r it is h  fa c ilita te d  F ranco 's  v ic 
to ry — and another la bo r move
m ent was w iped o ff the map.

H a v ing  pe rpe tra ted  a ll th is  ev il 
w ith o u t adding a p a rtic le  to  the 
secu rity  o f the Soviet Union, 
S ta lin  then sought p ro te c tion  in  
the pact w ith  H it le r— w it l i  w h a t 
resu lts  we have now  seen.

N e ith e r to  the  B r it is h  w o rke rs  
n o r to  the A m erican  n o r to  any

o ther labo r m ovem ent le f t  in  the 
w o rld  can S ta lin  tu rn  w ith  any 
assurance o f a id  in  th is  m om ent 
o f te rr ib le  danger to  the Soviet 
U nion. M illio n s  upon m illio ns  o f 
w o rke rs  who before th a t were 
ready to  defend the Soviet U n ion  
w ou ld  no t tu rn  a hand fo r  i t  now, 
a fte r  the H it le r -S ta lin  pact and 
the invasions o f Poland and F in 
land. O ur p red ic tion  th a t the de
fensive positions ga ined by the 
pact and the invasions w ou ld  not 
compensate in  any w ay fo r  the 
loss am ong the w o rkers  o f th e ir  
fo rm e r fa ith  and tru s t  in  the Sov
ie t U n ion has been verified. T hat, 
and the crush ing  o f the European 
labo r m ovem ent by  H it le r ’s v ic 
tories, leave the Soviet U n ion  be
re f t  o f a ll ou te r defenses.

S O V IE T  N O W  F A C E D  B Y  
U N IT E D  C A P IT A L IS T  E U R O P E

The Soviet U n ion  could endure 
as an isolated w o rke rs ’ s ta te  in  a 
c a p ita lis t w o rld  fo r  23 years 
thanks  on ly  to  the fa c t th a t  E u r 
ope was no t a c a p ita lis t u n ity  bu t 
was div ided by  im p e ria lis t r iv a l
ries. N ow  H it le r  is in  the process 
o f "un ify ing  Europe on the m ost 
rea c tion a ry  basis im aginable. The 
Soviet U n ion  is con fron ted  by  a 
un ited  c a p ita lis t Europe.

T h is  is the end o f S ta lin ’s road 
o f “ socialism  in  one c o u n try .”  
S ta lin  and the “ rea lis ts ”  who ra l
lied  to  h im  tu rned  th e ir  back on 
the dream  o f w o rld  revo lu tion  and 
concentrated on a “ p ra c tic a l”

task. A t  every stage the in te rests 
o f the w o rld  revo lu tion , o f the 
w o rld  w o rk in g  class, were subor
dinated, were sacrificed, to  the 
needs o f the  Soviet U n ion— so 
they said. A nd  th is  is the resu lt.

I f  S ta lin  rem ains a t the  helm 
o f the Soviet U n ion, he w i l l  b r in g  
i t  to  destruction  a t the hands o f 
the im peria lis ts , we have p re d ic t
ed. The t ru th  is here now  fo r  a ll 
to  see. The masses o f the  Soviet 
U n ion, i f  the y  are to  save them 
selves and the nationa lized econ
om y fro m  im p e ria lis t assault, 
m ust o ve rth ro w  S ta lin . The de
s tru c tio n  o f the S ta lin is t bureauc
racy  is an absolute necessity fo r  
the Soviet U n ion . O n ly  a revo lu 
t io n a ry  - in te rn a tio n a lis t po licy  
and a re v o lu tio n a ry  leadership 
capable o f in s p ir in g  the  w o rld  
w o rk in g  class to  a new  e ffo r t can 
save the Soviet Union.

H a rrin g to n  Warns Arm s D rive  
W on’t H e lp  Cut Unemployment

T e s tify in g  behind closed doors 
before a Senate subcom m ittee 
considering approp ria tions  fo r  the 
1940-41 re lie f p rogram , Colonel F. 
C. H a rr in g to n , Com m issioner o f 
W P A  W o rk  P ro ject, gave no en
couragem ent to  the hope th a t  a 
vast defense p rog ram  would a t 
least mean a p a r tia l so lu tion  o f 
the unem ploym ent problem . W h a t 
Colonel H a rr in g to n  said in  th is  
secret session leaked o u t and is 
quoted in  June 15 Uncensored:

“ I  th in k  i t  is  ce rta in  th a t  re 
gardless o f events abroad unem 
p loym en t in  the fisca l yea r 1941 
is lik e ly  to  num ber 8,000,000 to  
9,000,000,000. . . . The expanded 
a rm am en t jp j-ogram  .w ill n o t ma
te r ia lly  a ffec t the  vo lum e o f  t ih - 
em ploym ent o r the pressing need 
fo r  re lie f. In  the  f irs t  place, the 
sums ap p rop ria ted  fo r  a rm am en t 
cannot be spent im m edia te ly . I t  
w i l l  take  tim e  fo r  those expendi
tures to ge t under w ay in  im p o rt
a n t volume. There is no question 
th a t tens o f thousands o f  w o rke rs  
w i l l  be rc-em ployed as a  resu lt o f 
these expenditures, b u t the to 
ta l po te n tia l re-em ploym ent is 
sm all in  re la tio n  to  the to ta l num 
ber o f w o rkers  who need jobs. 
The na tiona l defense expenditures 
w i l l  be concentrated in  a few  key 
industries, p r in c ip a lly  a irc ra ft,  
m achine tools and sh ipbu ild ing . 
E m ploym ent re su ltin g  fro m  these 
expenditures w i l l  be heav ily  con
cen tra ted in  specialized sk illed  
trades and o th e r sk illed  groups 
and unskilled  w o rke rs  w i l l  no t be 
d ire c tly  affected.

“ In  th is  connection, i t  m ig h t be 
noted th a t the add itiona l defense 
p ro g ra m  recommended by the 
(P res iden t’s) special defense mes
sage o f M ay  16, 1940, w i l l  about
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offset the  decline in  expenditures 
under the P W A  program . A b o u t 
§900,000,000 o f Federal and spon
sors’ funds w i l l  be spent on P W A  
pro jec ts  th is  fisca l year b u t no 
new ap pro p ria tion  has been made 
fo r  th is  purpose d u rin g  the fiscal 
year 1941 and the ca rryo ve r o f 
the e x is tin g  p rogram  in to  next 
yea r w i l l  be sm all. W e hope fo r  a 
s lig h t increase in  ( in d u s tr ia l)  
p roduction  in  the nex t fisca l yea r 
1941 over 1940. There is, however, 
no c e rta in ty  o f th is . The index o f 
in d u s tr ia l p roduction  fo r  the fis 
cal yea r 1940 wall show an aver
age o f abou t 112. F o r  the  ne x t 
fiscal yea r an ex trem e ly  o p tim is t

ic estim ate  o f th is  index is an av
erage o f 115 to  117.”

C o l o n e l  H a rr in g to n  testified  
th a t the need fo r  sk illed  w o rkers  
in  the arm s in d u s try  w ou ld  no t 
m a te r ia lly  re lieve demands on 
W P A  because on ly  10 per cent of 
W P A  employees arc  sk illed . 
Therefore, he declared, o n ly  about 
10 per cent o f the W P A  ro lls  
could be absorbed “ even i f  they 
go up to  45, 50 and 55 year old 
men, w h ich  in d u s try  isn ’t  do ing.”

B u t despite th is  a u th o rita tiv e  
tes tim ony the Senate passed the 
W P A -s lash ing  law , a lready pass
ed by  the House.

STALINIST BAND 
ARRESTED FOR 
TROTSKY ATTACK

(Continued fro m  Page 1)

M exico C ity  to  the N e w  Y o rk  
T im es, June 19, announced.

F o u r others, a ll m embers o f 
the C om m unist p a rty , were being 
sought as the organ izers o f the 
a ttem pted  assassination.

General Nunez announced th a t 
the a tta c k  was financed by the 
M exican C om m unist p a rty , and 
th a t the organ izers were D av id  
A lfa ro  S iquerios, his b ro th e r A l 
fredo, A n to n io  P u jo l and Pedro 
Zun iga  Camacho, M exican S ta l
in is ts  w ho were in  Spain d u rin g  
the c iv i l w a r.

General Nunez also announced 
th a t N es to r Sanchez Hernandez, 
in  whose possession was found 
one o f the police un ifo rm s  used 
by the  a ttacke rs , had confessed 
he too k  p a r t  in  the a tta ck , and 
th a t D avid  S iqueiros was the 
leader o f the a tta c k  who wore 
the u n ifo rm  o f a  M exican A rm y  
m a jo r.

Hernandez is also quoted as 
say ing  th a t  R obe rt Sheldon 
H arte , one o f T ro ts k y 's  guards, 
was in  league w ith  the assailants, 
b u t the re  is no con firm a tio n  o f 
the  like lihood  o f th is  fro m  the 
T ro ts k y  household. A s we go to  
press we have received no d irec t 
w o rd  abou t the households’ e s ti
m ate o f the arrests.

Story of Norway’s Last Days
The w r ite r  o f the  fo llo w in g  

a rtic le  was in  Oslo w hen the 
Germans a rrived  and was an 
eye-w itness to  the  collapse o f 
N orw eg ian  resistance. He m an
aged to  escape s h o rtly  a f te r 
w a rd  to  another coun try .

*  *  *

The f ir s t  day o f the German 
land ing  o f troops in  N orw ay, 
A p r i l 9, revealed w h a t a ll in 
siders had know n long ago: th a t 
the N orw eg ian  sea, and coastal 
defenses were a farce. To be sure, 
the so-called la bo r governm ent o f 
N o rw ay  had in  recent years su r
rendered to  the a rm am en t h u lla 
baloo and squandered several 
hundred m illio n s  o f k ronen  in  
arm s expenditures. Squandered is 
the r ig h t  w o rd ; fo r  these m illio ns  
were n o t used to  a rm  the N o r
w eg ian w orke rs , b u t were sunk 
in  a L i l l ip u tia n  a rm y, h a lf  o f 
whose officers were in fected w ith  
N azism  and the o th e r h a lf abso
lu te ly  worth less.

In  sp ite  o f the  fa c t  th a t  since 
the Russo-F inn ish w a r, a t least, 
the p o ss ib ility  o f a G erm an in va 
sion o f N o rw a y  had been openly 
discussed a ll over the w o rld , the 
N orw eg ian  general s ta ff had no t 
prepared so m uch as a s ingle p lan 
fo r  such an even tua lity .

The G erm an flee t had already 
passed the  G rea t B e lt when the 
com m ander-in -ch ie f o f the  N o r
wegian arm y, General Laake 
(pronounced L o k i, b u t no t to  be 
confused wdth L o k i, the  w a r god 
o f the Norse sagas), received rep 
resentatives o f the Oslo press in  
a p leasant b ir th d a y  in te rv ie w : the 
general was busy a t  th is  tim e  
p re pa ring  to  celebrate h is  s ix ty -  
f i f th  b irth da y , w h ich  was to  take 
place on A p r i l 9 .

A s  fo r  the “ la b o r”  governm ent, 
i t  could b r in g  its e lf  to  no deci
sion in  the course o f A p r i l  8th. 
I t  spent its  tim e  discussing w ith  
various p a rlia m e n ta ry  com m it
tees the a ttitu d e  N o rw ay  should 
take on the  m ine fie lds sown by 
the E ng lish  the n ig h t before. No 
one seemed to  th in k  a t a ll about 
any danger fro m  Germ any.

Since the N o rw eg ian  govern
m en t had no in s tru c tion s  to an
nounce to  the populace, the  Oslo 
broadcasting s ta tio n  w e n t o ff the 
a ir  a t  11:30 on the n ig h t o f the 
8th. D u rin g  the n ig h t the f irs t  
G erm an w orsh ips penetrated the 
N orw eg ian  fjo rd s ; when the news 
reached Oslo, the  governm ent did

n o t kno w  w he the r the  ships con
cerned were E ng lish  o r  German.

E a r ly  in  the m orn ing  D r. B rau - 
er, the G erm an ambassador, de
live red  H it le r ’s u ltim a tu m ; a fte r  
n e go tia tin g  senselessly w ith  H i t 
le r ’s messenger boy, the  govern
m ent and the S to rt in g  decided to 
leave the c a p ita l: w ith o u t a pub
lic  p roc lam a tion  and w ith o u t the 
s ligh te s t w ord  to  the  N orw eg ian  
people.

A t  the ve ry  la s t m om ent, fro m  
the ra ilro a d  sta tion , a m ob iliza 
tio n  o rder was issued— sho rt and 
sim ple— w h ich  was broadcast by 
the Oslo rad io  s ta tion , b u t w h ich  
had a lready become senseless by 
th a t tim e  as fa r  as the la rge  c i
ties o f Oslo, Bergen and T rond 
heim  were concerned. F o r when 
the N o iw c g ia n  soldiers a rrived  
d u rin g  the day a t th e ir  places o f 
assembly the y  were received by 
N orw eg ian  N azis and Germ an o f
ficers and ve ry  p o lite ly  sent home. 
Thus a few  thousand German 
troops were able to  occupy the 
N orw eg ian  coast a lm ost w ith o u t 
a ba ttle .

The N o rw eg ian  governm ent a r 
rived  a t H a m a r s t i l l  fu l l  o f i r 
reso lu tion. I t  lo s t another day in 
nego tia tions w ith  the G erm an 
ambassador, who had come on the 
t r a i l  o f the governm ent and the 
k ing . However, these nego tia tions 
fe ll th ro u g h  on on ly  one po in t: 
H it le r 's  em issary stood f irm  on 
the nam ing  o f Q uis ling , the lead
e r o f the N orw eg ian  Nazis, as 
p rim e m in is te r. A cco rd ing  to  the 
W h ite  Book issued by  the N o r
w eg ian governm ent its e lf  one 
week a fte r  the beg inn ing o f the 
invasion. F ore ign  M in is te r K o h t 
asked Am bassador B ra u c r in  ve ry  
e x p lic it te rm s w hethe r the Ger
m an au th o ritie s  w ould no t accept 
some o th e r governm ent w h ich  
w ould be ready to  co-operate 
"a m icab ly ”  w ith  the a rm y  o f oc
cupation. O n ly  when B rau e r re 
jected th is  proposal were nego ti
a tions broken off.

Three weeks o f p e tty  w a rfa re  
fo llow ed am ong the N orw eg ian  
va lleys and m ountains, wh ich, 
a fte r  the G erm an troops had oc
cupied a ll the im p o rta n t po in ts  
o f e x it, had to  end the w ay i t  did, 
w ith  the com plete conquest of 
southern and cen tra l N o rw ay. 
F a r too la te , the E ng lish  and 
French exped itionary  forces could 
do no th in g  to  change the  s itu a 
tion . In  the  end the few  N o r

w eg ian troops had to  cover the 
h u rried  re tre a t o f the A llie s , in  
the course o f w h ich  they suffered 
heavy losses.

M eanw hile  the N o rw eg ian  gov
ernm ent w ith d re w  to  the n o rth  
and took  its  place there  as a m od
est cog in  the g re a t w a r m achine 
o f the F ra n c o -B rit is h  im p e ria l
ists. There is no question, even by 
im p lica tio n , o f any independent 
class po licy  on the p a r t  o f the 
N orw eg ian  la bo r p a rty . To em 
phasize the truce  between the 
classes, conservative d e p u t i e s  
were taken  in to  the  governm ent; 
independent propaganda by the 
labo r p a r ty  disappeared.

Y et, in  spite o f a ll th is, the  la 
bor p a r ty  is by no means unam 
biguously on the side o f the A l
lies. L ik e  a ll N o rw ay , the  labor 
p a r ty  has s p lit  in to  tw o  sections. 
W h ile  the governm ent and a p a r t  
o f the p a r ty ’s d ire c tin g  council, 
T ranm ael am ong them , s it  in  
no rth e rn  N o rw a y  and m ake com 
m on cause w ith  the  A llie s , the 
leaders o f the  la b o r p a r ty  and o f 
the trade  un ions w ho rem ained 
behind in  Oslo, Bergen and T rond 
heim , have subm itted  to  the G er
m an au th o ritie s  and, lik e  S taun- 
in g  in  D enm ark, c a rry  ou t th e ir  
ins truc tions . The la b o r p a r ty ’s 
newspapers in the occupied areas 
appear w ith  the approval o f the 
G erm an au th o ritie s  and p r in t  
th e ir  o ffic ia l proc lam ations. I l 
legal re vo lu tio n a ry  propaganda is 
ca rried  on on ly  by iso lated low er 
u n its  o f the p a rty .

In  any case, the N o rw e g ia n  
S ta lin is ts  have behaved ;the m ost 
sham efu lly  o f a ll. T h e ir Oslo 
newspaper, A rbe ideren, appeals 
w ith  com plete le g a lity  under the  
p ro te c tion  o f the a u tho ritie s  o f 
occupation and o f the  Gestapo 
governor, Terboven. I t  exhausts 
its e lf  in  fu lm in a tio n s  aga inst 
A ng lo -F rench  im p e ria lism  and in  
accusations aga ins t the  La bo r 
p a r ty  m embers w ho fled, accusing 
them  o f the m isa pp ro p ria tion  o f 
w o rke rs ’ funds and o f o ther 
crim es in  the same vein. M ore 
over, in fo rm a tio n  has reached us 
f ir s t  hand th a t  tw o  m em bers of 
the Russian trade  de legation in  
Oslo and the w e ll-kn ow n  N orw eg
ian S ta lin is t law yer, R egnar Sol- 
heim , were surprised in  active  es 
pionage fo r  the Germans. A n  ex
tensive re p o rt on these m a tte rs  
has been c ircu la te d  am ong a ll the 
la b o r o rgan iza tions in  Oslo.

H is  O pportunism  
Leads Lovestone 
to P ro -A lly  Camp

W hen the N o rm an  Thom as and Lovestond 
groups voted fo r  the  A m erican  L a b o r P a r ty  bu 
reaucra ts ’ p ro -A lly  reso lu tion  on O ctober 4, 1939, 
b u t insisted they were v o tin g  fo r  i t  m ere ly  as 
an a n ti-S ta lin is t reso lu tion, we w ro te : “ A s the y  
yielded prev ious ly  to  the pressure o f the S ta lin is t 
reg im e and its  ‘dem ocra tic ’ a llies, now  th e y  y ie ld  
to  the  pressure o f the dem ocra tic  im peria lis ts* 
Can one im agine, fo r  a m om ent, th a t these peo
ple w i l l  stand up under the pressure o f the w a r
m ongers when the w a r comes he re?”  (A ppea l, 
Nov. 3, 1939).

U n fo rtu n a te ly  our p red ic tion  is a lready com ing  
true , even before A m erica ’s e n try  in to  the w a r.

The process o f the Lovcstoneites in  m oving  to 
w a rd  an open p ro -A lly  position  was un d ig n ifie d ly  
hastened when, w ith o u t advance p re pa ra tion  in  
th e ir  press, th e ir  lead ing trade  un ion o ffic ia l, 
Charles S. Z im m erm an o f D ressm akers Loca l 22, 
voted 100% w ith  the D ub insky  p ro -w a r line  a t  
the convention o f the In te rn a tio n a l Ladies G ar
m en t W orkers. I t  is  tru e  th a t no t a ll the* Love- 
stoneites fo llow ed Z im m erm an a t the convention. 
I t  is likew ise  true , however, th a t in  eve ry  co n flic t 
between Z im m erm an and o th e r Lovestoneites, i t  
ends up w ith  Z im m erm an hav ing  his w ay. F o r  he 
is the “ mass base”  o f the Lovestoneites, and Jay  
Lovestone has never in  h is m o tle y  career le t  p r in 
ciples stand in  the w ay o f p reserv ing  the  con
nections o f h is group w ith  the Local 22 p a y ro ll.

In  the M ay  25 issue o f Lovestone’s W orke rs  
A ge  appeared a p ro -A lly  a rtic le  w h ich , the  edi
to rs  announced, they would answer the fo llo w in g  
week. They w ou ld  answer i t  to  re fu te  it ,  th e y  
ind icated. The nex t issue, however, announced!' 
“ E .B .’s questions on the  w a r, published in  the  
la s t issue o f th is  paper, w i l l  be discussed in  f u l l  
ve ry  soon. Technica l reasons made i t  im possib le  
to  deal w ith  these questions in the present issue, 
as we had prom ised.”  The ne x t issue a f te r  th a t  
was s ilen t a ltoge ther. Then, in  the June 15 issue, 
w h ich  appeared a f te r  Z im m erm an ’s pe rfo rm ance 
a t the  IL G W U  convention, the re  is an announce
m en t o f a scries o f a rtic les  to  appear in  the ne x t 
issue on “ The W a r and S oc ia lis t P o licy .”  “ They 
w il l  b r in g  fo rw a rd  ce rta in  new approaches to  so
c ia lis t po licy on the w a r,”  the announcem ent says. 
A s  usual w ith  a d ir ty  job, the a u th o r o f the  a r
tic les w ill be W ill H erberg , e d ito r o f W orke rs  
Age. The “ new approaches,”  we can sa fe ly  p re 
d ic t, w i l l  be as old as Social D em ocracy’s b e tra y a l 
o f socialism  in  1914.

The d irec tio n  the Lovestoneites are m ov ing  was 
cau tious ly  ind ica ted by Jay  Lovestone’s “ Some 
F u rth e r  Reflections”  (W orke rs  Age, June 1 and 
8 ). B uried  in  the body o f the a rtic le  appeared 
th is :

“ F o r H it le r  and fo r  the w o rld  as a whole, th is  
w a r  w i l l  spell fo r  some tim e  e ith e r to ta l p restige  
o r to ta l ru in  o f fascism . Should he w in , fasc ism  
w ould  w in  trem endously. Should he lose, the re  
are m any reasons to  believe that, fasc ism  w i l l  lose 
a ll, n o t on ly  in  G erm any and I ta ly ,  b u t in  a l l 
countries. T h is  is tru e  despite the  headway made 
b y  to ta lita r ia n is m  even in  th o  m ost dem ocra tic  
countries.”  ■

To understand the fu l l  im p lica tion s  o f th is  li iie , 
one m us t re fe r to  the num erous a rtic le s  rece n tly  
appearing in  the yVorkers A ge  fa v o rin g  a “ re - 
eva lua tion ”  o f M arx ism . The ch ie f exponent o f 
th is  rev is ion ism  is Lew is  Coyey, a m em ber o f the  
Lovestone group. The rev is ion  invo lves abandon
in g  o f the  M a rx is t the o ry  o f the state. W h a t fo l
lows? I f  the v ic to ry  o f fascism  is worse th a n  the  
v ic to ry  o f the  “ democracies,”  as Lovestone in d i
cates, and i f  the road to  socialism  is th ro u g h  the  
present s ta te  “ g ro w in g  in to ”  a soc ia lis t o rder by  
“ dem ocra tic ” — i.e., no n -re vo lu tion a ry— processes, 
then  the re  is no reason in  the w o rld  fo r  n o t sup
p o rtin g  the “ dem ocracies”  in  the  w a r.

Pretend To Forget 
What Fascism Is

F o r years the Lovestoneites, lik e  everybody 
w ho s t i l l  had any vestiges o f M a rx is m  le ft,  ex
pla ined th a t fasc ism  is  an economic phenom enon: 
the  fo rm  taken  by  c a p ita lis t dom ina tion  in  th is  
epoch o f the decline o f cap ita lism . The W orke rs  
A g e  expla ined th a t  the to ta l ita r ia n  tre n d  w ith in  
the “ democracies”  w ou ld  g row  w he the r the  
"dem ocracies”  w on o r los t the ne x t w a r, and th a t  
the on ly  w ay to  p reven t th is  is p ro le ta r ia n  revo
lu tion . A l l  th is  e lem entary M a rx ism  is now being 
th ro w n  overboard by the Lovestoneites, under th e  
pressure o f A m erican  im peria lism , and p a r tic u 
la r ly  under the pressure o f the  agents o f ,A m e r
ican  im p eria lism  in  the labo r m ovem ent.

T h is f in a l m u ta tio n  o f the Lovestoneites is  no 
surprise, we have a lready said. In  A p r i l  James P. 
Cannon, sum m ing  up the h is to ry  o f such groups 
as a w a rn in g  to  the pe tty -bourgeo is  oppos ition  in  
o u r p a rty , gave th e ir  h is to iy  in  a fe w  w ords:

“ In  the te rm in o lo g y  o f the M a rx is t  m ovem ent, 
unprinc ip led  cliques o r groups w h ich  beg in  a  
s tru g g le  w ith o u t a de fin ite  p ro g ra m  have been 
characterized as p o lit ic a l bandits. A  classic ex
am ple o f such a group, fro m  its  beg inn ing to  its  
m iserable end in  the  backw a te rs  o f A m e rica n  
rad ica lism , is  the group know n as ‘Lovestoneites.’

“ They were w ild-eyed rad ica ls  and u ltra - le f t is ts  
when Z inov iev was a t the head o f the C om inte rn . 
W ith  the do w n fa ll o f  Z inoviev the y  became a rden t 
B u kh a rin ite s  as q u ic k ly  and ca lm ly  as one 
changes his s h ir t.  Due to  an e rro r in  ca lcu
la tion , o r a de lay in  in fo rm a tio n , the y  were 
behindhand in  m a k in g  the sw itch  fro m  B u k h a rin  
to  S ta lin  and the frenz ied  le ft is m  o f the T h ird  
Period. To be sure, they  tr ie d  to  m ake up fo r  
th e ir  ove rs ig h t by  proposing the  expuls ion o f 
B u k h a r in  a t the p a r ty  convention they con tro lled  
in  1929. B u t th is  la s t dem onstra tion  o f p o lit ic a l 
f le x ib il ity  in  the  service o f r ig id  o rg an iza tio na l 
a im s came too la te . T h e ir tard iness cost them  
th e ir  heads.

“ T h e ir p o litic s  were a lw ays determ ined fo r  
them  by  ex te rna l pressure. A t  the tim e  o f th e ir  
m em bership in  the C om m unist P a r ty  i t  was tha  
pressure o f Moscow. W ith  th e ir  fo rm a l expuls ion 
fro m  the C om in te rn  a s t i l l  w e ig h tie r pressure be
gan to bear down upon them  and the y  g ra d u a lly  
adapted themselves to  it .  Today th is  m iserable 
and iso lated clique, pe tty-bourgeo is to  the core, is  
tossed about by  bourgeois dem ocra tic pub lic  op in
ion  lik e  a fe a th e r in  the breeze.”

The s to rm  o f w a r is b low ing and the Bovestone- 
ites are sw ept a long  w ith  i t  lik e  the  cyn ica l 
cowards th a t they are.
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Two "Peace" Parties
The Republican party, meeting in national con

vention this week, w ill declare itself the peace 
party and throw upon the Democratic party the 
onus o f being the war party. Three weeks later 
the Democratic party w ill meet in national con
vention, declare itself the peace party and warn 
that Republican policies i f  carried out would lead 
to w'ar. Meanwhile both parties as a whole jo in  
in  Congress to vote fo r every armament bill, in
cluding those providing for sale o f government 
armament to Brita in and France and, in a word, 
there isn’t  the slightest difference between the 
pro-war perspectives o f the two parties. Both, 
too, conceive it necessary to hog-tie the labor 
movement; Roosevelt warns the workers not to 
strike, they get together to disembowel the W ag
ner Labor, Walsh-Healey and Wage and Hour 
Acts, strike blows at labor under the guise of 
anti-alien laws, etc., etc. “ National unity,”  the 
unity o f the capitalist class for the coming w:ar, 
is already complete.

Why, then, label each other the war party? 
That is particularly preposterous since it is an 
open secret that Roosevelt’s proposal for a coali
tion government w ith the Republicans was ac
cepted by Colonel Knox and other authoritative 
Republican leaders. The reason why they label 
each other the war. party is the same reason 
which decided both parties, on second thought, 
not to go through with the coalition government. 
For the unity o f the entire capitalist class, the 
unity o f the “ New Deal”  and W all Street, i f  
publicly symbolized by a coalition government, or 
by a cessation o f competition between the two 
parties, might have very dangerous consequences. 
The spectacle of the bourgeoisie harmoniously 
working hand in glove to drag this country into 
war might very well be sufficient provocation to 
drive the working class into outspoken opposition 
to the war policies o f the government, and into 
great strikes and demonstrations to back up its 
anti-war feelings.

Even after the Gallup poll of a few weeks 
ago showed 93% of the people opposed to Amer
ican entry into the war, official Washington 
hoped that H itle r’s ensuing successes would re
verse quickly the state of public opinion. But the 
ever-increasing volume of mail to Congress 
shows no diminution o f the anti-war sentiment; 
“ only a minute proportion of it advocates active 
participation in the war’”  the June 16 New York 
Times mournfully comments.

This vast sentiment against American involve
ment in the war, formless, chaotic, uncritical 
though it is, is a force whose power the bour
geoisie fears. I t  would be a tactical stupidity to 
confront this overwhelming desire for peace w ith 
a coalition government o f the two parties. The 
people against the parties which arc supposed to 
represent theta— that conclusion would become 
too clearly evident. The feelings o f the workers 
are outraged enough by the spectacle o f U.S. 
Steel Stettinius and General Motors Knudsen 
fittin g  in the government in the guise of mem

bers o f an “ advisory”  National Defense Council; 
to go further and to have the Republican party 
actually enter the government might be the final 
outrage which would drive the labor movement 
into action against the government o f war- 
makers. , 1 lence the coalition government was 
dropped. Hence each party dubs itself the peace 
party and throw’s boxing gloves at the other. 
Never did two corrupt managers connive a more 
fraudulent fight between two venal prizefighters.

Equally fraudulent is the game being played 
by Senator Wheeler and a few other Democrats 
and Republicans. Wheeler threatens to bolt the 
Democratic party i f  it becomes the “ war party.”  
But examine his record on all the crucial votes in 
connection with Roosevelt’s w'ar drive, and you 
w ill find him voting for practically all the major 
proposals on which Democrats and Republicans 
have united. I t  is ABC that these proposals con
stitute the road to w'ar; that while adopted with 
lip-service to “ peace” these proposals are driv
ing the nation to a point where there w ill be no 
turning b^ck from actual warfare. Yet Wheeler 
votes for the whole program. His is merely a 
“ le ft”  variety o f the game which both the Demo
cratic and the Republican parties are playing.

For Wheeler himself— a second-string politi
cian on the make— and the other politicians who 
play the same game, i t ’s good business. He draws 
to himself the attention o f the great masses de
sirous o f peace to whom he offers a seeming 
alternative to the leadership o f the Democratic 
and Republican parties. Moreover he is helped in 
getting the attention o f the masses by John L. 
Lewis, who needs a bloc with Wheeler as a face
saving device in the transition from Lewis’ voci
ferous anti-war speeches o f a few weeks ago to 
the status he is seeking as a collaborator in the 
government. (H is  commendation of Roosevelt’s 
appointment o f H illman to the Defense Council 
indicates Lewis’ course). Thus Wheeler serves to 
channelize the “ le ft”  discontent with the govern
ment’s war policies, in the end channelizing it . . .  
right back to support of- the government.

And this deliberate process of breaking up and 
keeping disunited the peace-seeking masses o f 
the people is necessarily carried out by the most 
deliberate hypocrisy. The speeches the Demo
crats and Republicans make against each other, 
always largely compounded of play-acting, now 
becomes the most outrageous buffoonery. None 
o f them can possibly believe what they are say
ing, for they have just left the Congressional 
committee-rooms in which they have amicably 
collaborated on all measures. But like actors paid 
to go through their parts, they go through the 
clowning necessary to pulling the customers in. 
W hat a swinish spectacle! And all o f it done’ 
naturally, w ith the usual excoriations o f the im
morality and deceit o f which H itle r alone is 
guilty. Such is the process o f “ democracy.”

P A T R IO T E E R $

“ I t  w i l l  nevertheless be d iff ic u lt fo r  m any A m ericans 
to  understand how B r ita in  [ in  ta x in g  excess w a r 
p ro fits  100 per cen t] can expect anyone to  m ake the 
trem endous e x tra  p roductive  e ffo r t requ ired by w a r 
w ith o u t some s tim u lus  o the r than the  vague one th a t 
i t  is  necessary to  save the cou n try . The f irs t  th in g  
th a t ca p ita l w il l requ ire  to  w o rk  harder in  w a r tim e  
is some assurance o f a la rg e r re tu rn .” — C a rlton  Shive- 
ley, financ ia l ed ito r, N ew  Y o rk  SUN .

Democracy Defined
We are indebted to the June 15 New Leader, 

war mongering organ of the Social Democratic 
Federation, for the following contribution to the 
definition of democracy:

“ The international Trotskyite press is in a 
dither over the arrest and sentencing o f nine of 
its people in France. A ll were caught fighting 
war efforts, spreading defeatist propaganda, and 
‘otherwise engaged in activities of a nature to 
hinder national defense.’ Top punishment for 
this went to Charles Margne, a post-office em
ployee. He was jailed, term to last five years. 
The others received three-year sentences and 
fines.

“ What w'ould have been their punishment had 
they engaged in the same activity in Germany? 
Would they even have had a tria l?”

Since, as the New Leader well knows, our Ger
man comrades are engaged in the same activity in 
Germany, where hundreds have been put in pris
ons and concentration camps, and the nine sen
tenced in France are simply the latest arrested, 
the difference between democracy and fascism in 
war-time may therefore be defined as:

Under fascism proletarian revolutionists are 
imprisoned. Under democracy proletarian revolu
tionists are imprisoned. However, under democ
racy they are first given a trial.

Or, as the old-time vigilantes used to say: 
“ Let’s hear him before we hang him.”

P R I$E  O F  P A T R IO T IS M

“ In  re tu rn  fo r  a rap id  expansion in  production  un 
doubtedly in d u s try  w i l l  demand m any concessions in  
the  w ay o f ta x  exem ptions, am o rtiza tio n  policies, re 
la xa tio n  o f labo r laws, e t cetera.” — W A L L  S T R E E T  
JO U R N A L , M ay 20, 1940.

Stab In the Back

A nti-A lien  Prejudice Only  
Plays the Bosses' Game

B y  S A M  M A R C Y

T im e  and again, defenders of 
non-c itizen w o rke rs  are con fro n t
ed w ith  the o ft-repeated question: 
“ W hy  don’t  they become c i t i - ( 
zens?”  In  o rder to  cem ent the 
u n ity  between the c itizen  and 
non -c itizcn  w orkers, a c lear and 
revea ling  answer should be given. 
Here i t  is.

There are about 4,000,000 non
citizens in  th is  country . A t  least 
one-qnarte r o f them  are L a tin -  
Am ericans. Yankee Im peria lism , 
w h ich  has a llo ted to  its e lf  the ro le 
o f “ gu a rd ian ”  o f a ll the A m e ri
cas, w h ich  preaches w ith  the 
m ost d isgus ting  hypocrisy  “ u n ity  
o f a ll A m ericas,”  “ u n ity  o f the 
W estern Hem pisphere”  and the 
like , sys tem a tica lly  fosters the 
grossest d isc rim in a tio n  and per
secution o f L a t in  A m erican  w o rk 
ers in  th is  country.

D u rin g  the W o rld  W ar, power
fu l A m erican  f r u i t  exchanges, 
ra ilro a d  companies and cotton  
companies were in  g re a t need o f 
“ cheap”  labor. They im ported 
L a tin  A m erican  w orkers , p a rtic u 
la r ly  M exicans in  the thousands, 
on masse, in d ire c t v io la tio n  of 
the U n ited  States c o n tra c t labor 
laws.

Before im p o rt in g  them  the em
ployers d id  no t requ ire  o f these 
w o rkers  th a t the y  pass a lite ra c y  
test, o r  w a rn  them  th a t they 
w ou ld  have to  pay excessive fees 
to  become citizens and th a t i f  
they cou ldn ’t  become citizens 
the y  m ig h t some day be fin g e r
p rin ted  and forced to  c a rry  a  reg
is tra t io n  card w ith  them  a t  a ll 
tim es. A l l  th a t the em ployers re 
qu ired o f them  a t th a t tim e  was 
to be capable o f w o rk in g  long 
hours, and lin in g  the pockets of 
the bosses. W hen they were 
b ro ug h t here they  were herded 
lik e  ca ttle  in to  segregated areas.

Some ranches were p a r tic u la r ly  
la id  o u t so th a t the y  could no t 
leave. The bosses tr ie d  to  prevent 
them  fro m - being free  to  ob ta in  
jobs o r h igh e r wages elsewhere. 
Sometimes th e ir  shoes and c lo th 
in g  were taken aw ay so they 
could no t escape.

L iv in g  under such conditions i t  
became p ra c tic a lly  im possible fo r  
the vast m a jo r ity  o f them  to  ob
ta in  the educational requirem ents 
necessary to  pass a lite ra c y  tes t 
fo r  citizensh ip. The s ta rva tio n  
wages w h ich  they received made 
i t  p ro h ib itive  fo r  them  to  pay the 
excessive fees fo r  na tu ra liza tio n . 
“ A  M exican fa m ily  liv in g  on re
lie f  in  Colorado w ou ld  have to 
stop ea ting  fo r  tw o  m onths and a 
h a lf to  pay fo r  the c itizensh ip  pa
pers o f one m em ber o f the fa m 
ily , ”  says one observer. Is  i t  any 
wonder th a t m any o f them  do not 
become c itizens? S hall we blame 
them —o r the bosses responsible 
fo r  th e ir  p lig h t?

E X P E N S E  O F  C IT IZ E N S H IP  
IS  A  B IG  IT E M

A s fa r  as the g re a t mass o f im 
m ig ra n ts  fro m  the  European 
countries are concerned, the ob
stacles to  o b ta in ing  citizensh ip

papers a re  ju s t as fo rm idab le . E s
pec ia lly  tru e  is th is  w ith  regard 
to  the expense involved. D u rin g  
the pre-depression era the fees 
used to be about five do llars. N ow  
the y  average between $20 and 
$50. A nd  i f  you add to  th a t the 
expense fo r  w itnesses i t  m ay be 
even h igher. To a w o rk e r who is 
employed a t a fa ir  wage i t  m ay 
n o t be a considerable sum, b u t to  
an unem ployed o r m ise rab ly-pa id  
w o rk e r l iv in g  in  the segregated 
areas, such as “ L it t le  I ta ly , ”  “ L i t 
t le  M exico”  and the like , i t  is  a 
ve ry  h igh  price.

A  g re a t m any alien w o rke rs  are 
liv in g  on re lie f, since the y  are 
am ong the f ir s t  to  be discharged 
when in d u s try  slows up. In  some 
states a u th o ritie s  have gone so 
fa r  as to deny the r ig h t  to  aliens, 
who are on re lie f, to  become c i t i 
zens. A  New  Orleans judge ruled 
in 1936 th a t  non-citizens on re 
lie f  are barred fro m  c itizensh ip.

A n o th e r obstacle to  becom ing a 
c itizen  is the lack o f docum entary 
p roo f o f en try . T h is  is sometimes 
due to  fa ilu re  to  re g is te r the en
try .  A  case in p o in t is th a t  o f a 
nine yea r old boy held fo r  de
po rta tion , because his m other, 
w h ile  b r in g in g  h im  to  th is  coun
t r y  fa iled  to  reg is te r h is en try . In  
m any cases, however, the lack  o f 
docum entary p ro o f is due to  the 
fa c t th a t the im m ig ra n ts  were 
b ro ug h t here en masse, some
tim es ille g a lly , by pow erfu l co r
po ra tions who needed cheap la 
bor, and no records were made a t 
a ll.

IM P O S S IB L E  FO R 
H O U S E W IV E S  TO M E E T  
R E Q U IR E M E N T S

A  ve ry  la rge  p ro p o rtio n  o f the 
non-citizens are composed o f

housewives. These— especia lly the 
ones liv in g  in  the segregated are
as— have never had an oppo rtun
i t y  to  acquire the educational re 
qu is ites to  become a c itizen  be
cause o f the long hours w h ich  
house w o rk  entails. T h is  is p a r
t ic u la r ly  tru e  about those who 
have la rge  fam ilies . Even ing 
schools, where they m ig h t acquire 
some education, are p reva lent 
on ly in  the la rge  in d u s tr ia l cities, 
and even these are being sha rp ly  
curta iled .

There is also a group o f aliens 
who cannot, under present laws, 
become citizens because o f “ i l 
legal e n try .”  The Com m issioner 
General o f Im m ig ra tio n  in  1936 
gave the fo llo w in g  reason fo r  the 
ille g a l en tries: “ The m otives m ost 
com m only p ro m otin g  illeg a l en
t r y  arc a desire to  jo in  the fa m 
ily  o r re la tives in  th is  coun try , to 
find a refuge fro m  oppression, to  
be tte r o n e s e l f  econom ica lly.”  
W h a t w o rke r, even w ith  a more 
speck o f class-consciousness, can 
condemn any alien fro m  a tte m p t
in g  to en ter th is  cou n try  fo r  any 
o f the above reasons?

The w o rk in g  class is in te rn a 
tio n a l in  character. I ts  so lid a rity  
is based on the common bonds of 
exp lo ita tio n  and oppression. The 
A m erican  w o rke rs  ou gh t n o t to 
be blinded by the ha tred aga inst 
the a lien w o rkers  w h ich  the cap i
ta lis t  class a ttem p ts  to  incu lca te 
in to  them . D iv is ion  between the 
na tive  and fo re ign  born w o rkers  
can on ly  help the ru lin g  class to 
more th o ro ug h ly  e xp lo it the na
tive  w orkers.
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H ow  A re  Workers 
To F ig h t A ga inst 
H itle rism  ?

B y A L B E R T  G O LD M A N

A ll the war-mongers from Roosevelt down to 
the small-fry Social Democrats play upon this 
fear o f fascism to inculcate into the minds of 
the workers the idea that to support England, 
France or the United States in a war against 
Germany is a sacred duty.

To make the idea of supporting France, Eng
land, or the United States in the war w ith Ger
many more palatable to the workers, all the vari
ous types o f democrats have recourse to the argu
ment that the war is one between capitalist dem
ocracy and fascism.

No one would be foolish enough to deny the 
claim that capitalist democracy is better fo r the 
workers than fascism. To say that they are equal
ly had for the m ajority o f workers would be to 
say something that is an obvious untruth.

I f  the present war were one for capitalist 
democracy against fascism it would be the duty 
o f every class-conscious worker to give material 
(not political) support to the democratic re
gimes.

That is what the revolutionary Marxists did 
during the civil war in Spain. In the struggle be
tween Franco and the Loyalist government, the 
advanced workers fought against Franco and 
thus gave m ilitary support to the Loyalist gov
ernment representing capitalist democracy. I t  is 
true that the revolutionary Marxists, understand
ing that fascism could be defeated only by a 
workers’ government, urged the workers tp es
tablish a Soviet Spain. But since a m ajority of 
the Spanish workers did not follow the revolu
tionary Marxists the latter chose to fight with the 
Loyalist government against the fascists.

Conditions, however, are different in a strug
gle between imperialist countries, such as Eng
land, France, the United States or Germany. In 
the present war what is involved is not capitalist 
democracy against fascism but colonies, markets, 
sources of raw material. And since that is the 
motive force o f the war the workers must de
termine their attitude by that factor and not by 
secondary factors.

“ But,”  say some workers, “ We grant that this 
war is an imperialist war and that i f  the United 
States should intervene it would do so fo r its im
perialist purposes. But the fact remains that the 
English and Amercan variety o f imperialism is 
better than the H itle r variety and as practical 
people we must light for the better kind of im
perialism. Imagine what would happen i f  H itle r 
should win.”

Let workers who ask this question not forget 
that the German workers can ask the question: 
“ Suppose the Allies win?”  They already re
ceived a taste of an Allied victory in 1918. Their 
experience then was not o f a nature as to make 
them contemplate another victory w ith great en
thusiasm. 1 he miserable Social-Democrats may 
be anxious for a victory o f the Allied imperialists 
in the hope that they would once more be placed 
at the head of Germany to serve the Allies. But 
the workers of Germany understand that an A l
lied victory means complete subjection of their 
country to the Allies.

A  victory for the Allies does not appear to be 
any better for the German workers than a victory 
o f H itle r fo r the English and French workers.

And why should the African or Indian work
er and peasant exploited by British imperialism 
worry about a defeat of British imperialism? 
Nor, in America, can the Negro worker and 
sharecropper o f the South he much impressed 
with the idea that his lot would be worse under 
H itler.

1 he trouble is that i f  the workers are presented 
with a choice o f Allied or German imperialism 
the solution to the problem of defeating fascism 
is insoluble.

A  solution is possible i f  one delves more deep
ly into the problem and looks upon the capitalist 
world as a whole and not upon the relative merits 
of each national section o f that world. Looking 
upon that world as a whole reveals the incon
testable fact that its economic system has reached 
a stage o f decay making its destruction abso
lutely imperative.

I f  the capitalist world should continue to exist, 
whether the victory goes to the Allies or to 
H itler, the workers can look forward to more 
frigh tfu l wars, more misery, more death. The 
workers can have no interest in saving anv part 
ol such a system, lh e ir interest is in destroying 
it root and branch.

Once we see the problem as one which in
volves the destruction of the capitalist world and 
not the victory o f one set o f imperialists over an
other, then the task of the American workers or 
the workers o f any other country becomes clear. 
They must begin the struggle against their own 
capitalism. And if  they should win that struggle 
it would constitute a blow to fascism all over the 
world.


