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WILLKIE IS AN OPEN CHALLENGE TO LABOR
H arte Was M urdered D u rin g  o r S hortly 
A fte r the GPU A ttack on T ro tsky

May 25th Set as Day 
Youth Was Killed

Behind the Lines
Japan Takes First Steps Toward 

Carving Out Its New Sphere
" by G E O R G E  S T E R N  = = = -

Japan has now fo rm a lly  an- H u ll, the Secre tary o f S tate, 
nounced its  in te n tio n  to  convert B ut i t  was p a in fu lly  apparent 
a ll o f E as t A s ia  and the South th a t H u ll dared m ake no speci- 
Seas in to  "a  single sphere”  un- fie rep ly  to  the  A r i ta  speech, 
d e r Japanese a u th o rity . He “ did n o t care, to say any-

To th is  end Japan’s a rm y  and th in g  on the  sub ject,”  accord- 
navy are a lready in  m otion. ing  to  the Ju ly  2 New  Y o rk  
H o n g k o n g ,  B r ita in ’s South T IM E S . The new two-ocean, 
C h ina fortress, is to  a ll in te n ts  fo u r b illio n  do lla r flee t voted 
and purposes a besieged c ity . to r by Congress w il l  take  years 
D u r in g  the la s t week, Japanese to  bu ild . U n t i l then, Japan’s 
troops have form ed an Iron  c ir -  hands are a ll b u t free. A nd long 
cle around the  c ity  fo r  the  before then, m uch w i l l  have 
openly-announced purpose o f happened.
c u tt in g  i t  oiT fro m  the South This does no t mean th a t Japan 
China h in te rland . In  panic, the  has a push-over. The w e ld ing  of 
B r it is h  have begun evacua ting  a ll E as t A s ia  in to  a single Japan- 
wom en and ch ild ren  fro m  the esc em pire requires no t on ly  the 
is land  m etropolis . F a r t h e r  e lim in a tio n  o f r iv a l im peria lis ts , 
south, the Japanese have estab- i t  requires also the sub juga tion  
lished themselves on the C h ina- o f the colon ia l peoples o f Indo- 
ln do ch in a  border as a  p re lim in - china, the E ast Ind ies, the P h ilip 
a ry  to  the eventua l occupation pines, M alaya, and o f Ind ia . The 
o f the F rench  colony. F in a lly , Japanese a rm y  has a lready more 
the  Japanese a w a it the  crush- than  ha lf-choked its e lf  t ry in g  to 
in g  o f B r ita in  to  press th rou gh  sw a llow  China. Unable to conquer 
the  demands they have a lready by d irec t assault, i t  is now a t- 
made to  cu t the rou te  fro m  te m p tin g  to  force a v ic to ry  by 
B u rm a  to  the  unoccupied po r- s u c c e s s i v e l y  c u tt in g  o ff a ll 
lio n s  o f China. sources o f arm s supply fo r  the

T h a t these steps are a ll pre- Chinese arm ies. T h a t a tte m p t has 
lim in a ry  to assum ption o f power been g re a tly  fa c ilita te d  by the 
th ro u g h o u t E as t Asia, the W est- A llie d  defeats in  Europe, b u t w ill 
e rn  Pacific and the South Seas s t i l l  require  considerable Japan- 
w as made p la in  by F ore ign M in is - ese e ffo rt to  succeed, 
te r  H ach iro  A r ita  in  a speech on Then f irs t they face the task 
June 29 in  w h ich  he p ic tu red  the o f “ s ta b iliz in g ”  the  peoples who 
o rgan iza tion  o f a group o f sa tc l- fo r  decades have been fig h tin g  
l i t c  states revo lv in g  around Jap- B rit is h , F rench, D utch, and 
an. T ow ard B r it is h  and U.S. re- U.S. ru le  and who arc  no t a t 
s istance to  th is  plan the Japanese a ll lik e ly  to  surrender supinely 
now  adopt a contem ptuous tone, to  the new would-be m aster o f 
T he  B r it is h  they expect sho rtly  Asia . A nd  even assum ing the 
to  go down before the German b ig  guns o f the  Japanese fleet 
w a r  machine. The Am ericans, and the bombs o f the a ir  force 
th e y  know, w i l l  thereupon be in - establish an e a rly  arm ed super- 
capable o f m a k in g  a single move io r ity ,  the problem  of economic 
in  the P acific  to checkm ate Jap- organ iza tion  and consolidation 
anese aims. The U.S. F lee t is back on ly then begins. The Japanese 
in  H a w a ii bu t i t  can’t  s tay  there  have held the Y angtze V a lley  
fo r  long. I ts  re tu rn  to  the A tla n - and N o rth  China now fo r  near- 
t ic  is a foregone conclusion. ly  three years and have s t ill

T h is  is a ll b u t adm itted  in been unable to  m ake i t  w o rk  
W ash ing ton . O ffic ia lly , A m e ri-  p ro fita b ly  fo r  them, 
can po licy  o f resistance to  Jap- Japanese dreams o f em pire are 
an in  the  d ip lo m a tic  dom ain is ce rta in  to  be broken by more 
S till “ rea ffirm ed”  by  Corde ll than  one harsh awakening.

GPU Tried to Cover 
M urder W ith Slander

B y L E O N  T R O T S K Y  
The body o f  Bob  Sheldon 

H a r te  in  a t r a g ic  m a n n e r 
p roves  th e  fa ls i t y  o f  a l l  th e  
c a lu m n ie s  a n d  d e n un c ia tio n s  
le ve lle d  a g a in s t h im . T h e  po
lic e  a u th o r it ie s , w h o  w e re  o b li
g a ted  n o t to  re fuse  to  ta k e  th is  
susp ic ion  se rio u s ly , have  re 
vea led e x c e p tio n a l e n e rg y  in  
th is  m a t te r  a lso . T he  G P U  is

n o t a  s im p le  bund  o f g a n gs te rs  
— I t  Is an in te rn a t io n a l se lec
t io n  o f tra in e d  a g e n ts  w ith  a 
lo n g  b a ck g ro u n d  o f c rim es, 
a rm e d  w ith  u n lim ite d  te c h n ic a l 
and  econom ic  resources. A c 
c o rd in g  to  th e  lo w e s t c a lc u la 
tio n s , th e  te c h n ic a l p re p a ra tio n  
a lone  fo r  th e  a ssa u lt In  M ex ico , 
le a v in g  as ide  b ribe s  and  th e  

(C o n tin u e d  on P age  3)

FOUR DRIVERS 
CONFESS ROLES 
IN SHOOTING

Total Number of GPU 
Confessions Brought 
Now to Eight

(Specia l to the Socia list Appeal)  
M E X IC O  C IT Y , June  27— F o u r  

m o re  p a r t ic ip a n ts  in  th e  a t te m p t
ed assass in a tion  o f  Leon T ro ts k y  
th is  w eek m ade con fessions to  the  
po lice , m a k in g  a to ta l o f e ig h t o f 
th e  G P U  band w h o  have  a d m itte d  

[ th e ir  c o m p lic ity .
T h e  new  fo u r  a rc  L e o na rd o  T a 

p ia  G u e rre ro , head o f a  ch a u ffe u r 
se rv ice  and  a  S ta lin is t ,  w ho  w as 
h ire d  by D a v id  A lfa ro  S ique iros , 
one o f th e  leaders  o f  th e  a rm e d  
band, to  a rra n g e  fo r  t ra n s p o r t  o f 
th e  hand in  fo u r  a u to m o b ile s ; and 
th re e  o th e r  c h a u ffe u rs  p ic k e d  by 
G u e rre ro , w ho  a re  R am on  Gom ez 
C astaneda, E rn e s to  B u c io  G om ez 
and Jose V azquez M a rtin e z .

T o d a y  th e  fo u r  ch a u ffe rs  r a t i 
fied  in  to to  the previous decla ra
tions th e y  had made to  the police 
ittf their, eompltcity^-with 
s ig n ifica n t co rrection . G uerrero 
had in  h is f ir s t  decla ra tion  stated 
th a t Siqueiros had had a m eeting 

I in  a cafe w ith  R obert Sheldon 
H arte , T ro ts k y 's  secre tary. T ha t 
f ir s t  decla ra tion  had been made 
before and was in  line  w ith  the 
S ta lin is t s to ry  th a t H a rte  had 
been an accomplice o f the a tta c k 
ers— a s to ry  launched to d iscour
age search fo r  H arte . N ow  Guer
re ro  s ta ted he w asn’t  ce rta in  th a t 
i t  was H a rte  w ho had m et Sique
iros.

W hen f irs t  arrested, G uerrero 
had a ttem pted  to  deny th a t he 
had pa rtic ip a ted  in  the arm ed a t 
tack, b u t the police had h im  iden
tified  as a p a rtic ip a n t. Y este rday 
he lam e ly  expla ined th a t he had 
denied his com p lic ity  a t f ir s t  be
cause he did  no t w a n t to  d is
c red it the chauffeurs ' o rgan iza 
tion  o f w h ich he is the head.

E x tre m e ly  W e ll P a id
A no the r o f the chauffeurs, Cas

taneda, yesterday added th a t he 
had been paid 350 pesos fo r  d r iv 
in g  one o f the m urde r cars. F rom  
a photograph he iden tified  the 
“ Don Jose”  who led the band as 
none o th e r than Siqueiros. The 

(C o n tin u e d  on P age  3)

Midwestern Workers 
Know A l l  About W illk ie

His Vicious Anti-Labor Record Is His 
Recommendation to the Bosses

(Specia l to the Socia list Appeal)  
ELW O O D , Ind ian a— T his is a 

ve ry  appropria te  place fo r  W en
dell W illk ie  to  come to  m ake his 
fo rm a l speech o f acceptance. 
Since the Carnegie m ills  moved 
out, p ra c tic a lly  every steel w o rk 
e r in  tow n is e ith e r on w o rk  re 
lie f  o r on home re lie f. Yes, th is  
is a rea l A m erican  tow n !

F L IN T ,  M ich ., June  29 —  A  
co m p a n y -in s p ire d  jin g o  c a m p a ig n  
sw e p t th e  F l in t  p la n ts  th is  w eek, 
as th e  c a m p a ig n  to  is o la te  and  
expai a l l  m i l i ta n ts  f r o m  th e  a u to  
fa c to r ie s  w e n t ahead w ith  fu l l  
fo rce .

T he  boss-in sp ire d  ca m p a ig n  to  
s p lit  th e  a u to  u n io n  b y  s e p a ra tin g  
th e  a ve ra g e  w o rk e r  f ro m  th e  o u t
s ta n d in g  m il i ta n ts ,  g o t  u n d e r w a y  
la s t  w eek w hen  a  l is t  o f s ig n e rs  o f 
a  C o m m u n is t P a r t y  p e t it io n  to  
g e t on th e  b a llo t  w a s  p u b lished  in  
th e  lo c a l press. U pon  th e  p u b lic a 
t ion  o f th is  lis t,  w h ich  included m eetings, us ing forem en to  issue

n o t a new  one to  th e  g re a t body 
o f w o rk e rs  in  t he ^heav ily  in d u s 
t r ia l iz e d  S a g in a w  V a lle y  o f M ic h 
igan . T h is  C IO  a re a  has seen fo u r  
b it te r  s tr ik e s  in  tw o  ye a rs , th a n k s  
to  W e n d e ll W il lk ie .

F o r  M r.  W 'il lk ie ’s C o m m o n 
w e a lth  & S o u th e rn  u t i l i t y  h o ld in g  
co m p a n y  ow ns as its  m a jo r  o p e r
a t in g  s u b s id ia ry  th e  C onsum ers 
T o w e r Co., w h ic h  s p ra w ls  o ve r 
th e  S a g in a w  va lle y .

T he  f ir s t  s t r ik e  o ccu rre d  in  
M ay, 1937. W hen the com pany 
would no t sign, the power w o rk 
ers staged a s it-dow n s tr ik e  and 
fo r  more than e igh t hours there 
was no power in  the Saginaw 
Valley.

G o v e rn o r B la m e d  W il lk ie
R esponsib ility  fo r  th a t s tr ik e  was 
placed d ire c tly  on the com pany by 
G overnor M u rp hy  o f M ich igan. 
"T hey  agreed a week ago in  m y 
office to  do certa in  th ings, w h ich  
agreem ent has no t been k e p t,”  
said M urphy.

W illk ie  h im se lf signed the 
agreem ent s e ttlin g  th a t s tr ike , in  
W ashington on June 8, 1937. B u t 
he had no in te n tio n  o f ab id ing by 
the agreem ent. He signed i t  be
cause those were the days o f the 
g re a t fo rw a rd  m ovem ent o f the 
CIO. S h o rtly  a fte rw a rd , however, 
came the defeats in  " l i t t le  s tee l”  
and labor's  upsurge ceased. Im 
m ed ia te ly  W iltk ie ’s  c o m p a n y  p ro 
ceeded to  v io la te  the agreem ent. 
N o r did a second sit-dow n s tr ike , 
in  A p r il,  1938, end the com pany’s 
un ion-busting  tactics.

Those un ion-sm ash ing tac tics  
were sum m arized in  a decision 
handed down by the N a tio n a l L a 
bor R e lations Board on N ovem 
ber 8, 1938, w h ich  ind ic ted the 
com pany fo r  us ing spies in  un ion

BIG BUSINESS 
OPENLY BACKS 
GOP CANDIDATE

Foreign Policy Same 
As Roosevelt's; 
Offers Big Stick

the names o f m any com m ittee
men, stewards, and even execu
tiv e  board m embers o f local un 
ions, com pany stools began to 
wage a cam paign in  the p lan ts  
to  th ro w  ou t everyone whose 
name was on the pe tition .

L ite ra lly  dozens o f un ion m il i
tan ts, in  a ll un ion po lic ies op
posed to  the S ta lin is ts , had s ign 
ed the C.P. p e titio n  as a demon
s tra tio n  o f th e ir  be lie f in  the dem 
ocra tic  r ig h t  o f any m in o r ity  p a r
ty  to  ge t on the ba llo t.

S ta lin is ts  C o w a rd ly
C om m unist P a rty  members are 

however de m onstra ting  the m ost 
craven cowardice in the face of 
the rea c tion a ry  persecution o f 
those who signed the pe tition . 
One S ta lin is t, a m em ber o f the 

(C o n tin u e d  on P age  2 )

an ti-un ion  sta tem ents, dem oting  
the union cha irm an and tra n s fe r
r in g  active  union men to  in fe r io r  
positions, and c rea ting  a com pany 
union and sending o u t lite ra tu re  
fro m  the com pany offices on be
h a lf o f the- com pany un ion— be
g inn ing  three days a f te r  the f irs t  
con tra c t w ith  the CIO  was 
signed!

L a s t Septem ber the C IO  called 
its  fo u rth  s tr ik e  aga inst W illk ie ’s 
company, a fte r  nego tia tions fo r  a 
c o n tra c t renewal broke down.

A  group o f CIO  au to  w orkers, 
he lp ing th e ir  b ro thers  in the u t i l 
i t y  s trike , were te r r ib ly  beaten by 
com pany thugs. Some o f them  
spent weeks in  the hosp ita l as a 
resu lt.

Yes, M r. W illk ie  is c e rta in ly  an 
appropria te  candidate fo r  a boss 
p a rty !

B y  A L B E R T  G O L D M A N
W ith  W endell W illk ie , la bo r- 

h a ting  u t il i t ie s  czar, B ig  Business 
and the Republican p a r ty  o ffe r an 
open challenge to  A m erican  L a 
bor.

Roosevelt has been used fo r  
e ig h t years to  wheedle, to bam 
boozle, to  deceive, to  ou tfla n k  and 
cu t o ff the in a rch ing  legions o f 
A m erican w orkers.

Now , unless A m erican  e n try  in 
to  w a r makes re ten tion  o f the  
Roosevelt m ethod advisable fo r  a 
tim e, the re fo rm -w ea ry  bosses 
and th e ir  m iddle-class sa te llites  
are go ing to  t r y  to  p u t in a m an 
whb w on’t  “ coddle”  labo r and 
whose sole in te res t as president 
w ill be to  assure the p ro fits  o f 
the bosses.

F o r the w o rk in g  class, the  nom 
in a tio n  o f W illk ie  is n o t some
th in g  th a t can possib ly be rega rd 
ed as som eth ing to  suppo rt as 
aga inst Roosevelt. I t  has to  be 
looked upon as the m aneuver o f 
an enemy. D on’t  fo rg e t th a t 
Roosevelt and W illk ie  bo th  are 
p a r t and parce l o f the boss sys
tem.

F o r reasons th a t can best be 
expla ined by a p sych ia tr is t, John 

iie w ts - appbaf'etf 6e io r&  
p la tfo rm  com m ittee  o f the R e
pub lican P a rty , c rea ting  the im 
pression th a t d isgusted w ith  
Roosevelt he was tu rn in g  to  the 
Republican p a r ty  as a possible 
cham pion o f labor.

I t  is safe to  say th a t n o t even 
Lew is w i l l  resu rrec t his old Re
publican ism  and support the Re
pub lican p a rty . I f  he should be 
insane enough to  do so his fo l
low ers  in  the w o rld  o f labo r w i l l  
be few  indeed. F o r i f  there is one 
th in g  recognized by the g re a t 
mass o f organized w o rke rs  i t  is 
th a t the Republican p a r ty  repre
sents the m ost rea c tion a ry  sec
tion  o f the c a p ita lis t class.

Convention Issues
The tw o  problem s concern ing 

w h ich  there was a  serious d iffe r
ence o f op in ion in the Republican 
convention were the question of 
the po licy  o f the p a r ty  to  the 
European w a r and o f the person 
to  c a rry  its  banner as p res iden tia l 
candidate.

R eactionary in te lle c tua l figures 
lik e  W a lte r L ippm ann were seri
ously d is tu rbed  a t the a tt itu d e  o f 
the m a jo r ity  o f the delegates to 
w a rd  the problem  o f fo re ig n  a f- 

(Continued on Page 3)

Coolie Wages For Workers on Defense Jobs
The hopes o f many workers that the “ National Defense” 

program w ill provide them with real jobs at union wages 
received another blow last Sunday, when Colonel F. C. 
Harrington. W I ’A Administrator, announced that by Fall 
he would have at least one-third of the \Y PA workers 
working on projects for the rearmament program.

Do you realize what this means? Jt means that there will 
he two classes ol workers employed on armament work. 
One w ill be workers hired under civil service and under 
government legislation providing wages .approximating 
prevailing union wages. The second w ill lie workers doing 
the same work— but getting the coolie wages dictated for 
W I ’A by the Roosevelt-Woodrum Act last year, and now 
repeated in the new relief act signed last week by Roosevelt.

I He government now has an incentive for continuing the 
\Y I ’A ! ( ontinuing it as a device for getting its war ma
chine built on starvation wages. Continuing it as a weapon 
to drive down the wages paid to non-W PA workers cm* 
ployed on the war program.

To realize how outrageous this government move is one 
must visualize what these W PA workers w ill he dome. In 
many cases they w ill he working on projects which are 
handled directly by the W ar and Navy Departments, where 
they will be suervised by the same personnel that handles 
the regular employees of these departments. The W P A

workers will he working side by side, on the same jobs, 
with men on the regular payrolls. They w ill he doing exact
ly the same work, hut on two entirely different wage-scales.

“ You think you ought to he paid more?" a swivel-chair 
admiral w ill say to a union business agent representing 
skilled workers who are being pushed to the lim it of their 
endurance in the name o f patriotism. “ Why you people 
ought to he ashamed of yourselves. Look at those fellows 
out there, working right next to you and getting only half 
the salary you people are drawing down.”

That’s the situation the government is try ing to create!
Nor is this scheme one that has just been hatched in 

Washington. It lias been long planned. It was already en
visaged last year when the Roosevelt-Woodrum Act was 
drawn up and passed, wiping out the previous provisions 
in relief law which required that W P A  pay the prevailing 
( union) wage on its projects. I t  was the reason why the 
Roosevelt administration went to such lengths in crushing 
the W PA strike last summer- and made an example of the 
Minneapolis W P A  strikers whom it railroaded to prison.

Some people wondered last year why the'government 
was so adamant against the prevailing wage clause for 
W PA. A fte r all. it didn't cost the government any more 
money per worker in most cases. I f  a maiv was going to 
get only $60 a month on W PA, what difference did it

make if  that amount were paid to him for working the 
number of hours that $60 amounted to at union wage 
rates, or the 130 hours per month that the administration 
was insisting he work? Most people couldn't sec much d if- 
ierencc, because they thought of W PA as “ made work.”

, i government w illNow they w ill see the difference! The 
get 130 hours o f work on armories, m ilitary road.s army 
and navy camps and barracks, etc., for an average o f $52 
per month per man— roughly about half what the govern
ment would have to pay for that work at decent wage rates.

I f  the A F L  and ( IO top leadership, now wallowing in 
patriotic trances, permit the government to get away with 
this, they ought to he tossed out on their ears by an out
raged union membership.

Equal pay for equal w ork! That's a good, fundamental 
slogan o f any decent union and should apply to the defense 
program as well as to any job.

A ll work on the defense program shall he done under 
the usual regulations governing employment o f civilian 
employees by government departments. By all means hire 
the men now on W P A  to participate in this work—but hire 
them as real workers', not as W P A  slaves.

Union wage rates and union conditions on all govern
ment jobs and all government orders!

A /id that takes in a lot of territory these days!

SHELDON HARTE

D E T R O IT , M ic h ig a n — W ende ll 
W il lk ie  m a y  have  been a  d a rk  
horse  e lsew here , b u t h is  nam e is

FLINT MILITANTS 
FIGHT BACK AT 
JINGO CAMPAIGN

Blast It As Company- 
Inspired Drive To 
Smash Unions

GPU Slander Against Trotsky's Secretary Had 
Discouraged Search for His Body; Found In 
Search for Arms and Uniforms of Attackers

{Specia l to the Socia l ist Appeal)

M E X IC O  C IT Y , June 28— Robert Sheldon Ila rtc  was1 
killed during the attack on Trotsky’s house, May 24th, or 
shortly after, it may he concluded from the police medical 
examination of the body, the results of which were made 
public today.

Two bullets fired into his head from a .38 calibre revolver, 
one o f which had penetrated from behind the right ear! 
through the opposite side o f the head, had ended the 25-year 
old boy’s life. The attempt of his murderers to make impos
sible his identification, by burying the bbdy covered with 
■quicklime, was frustrated because the lime was of such poor 
quality that it failed o f its purpose. |

The medical report set tentatively May 25th as the day 
On which young Harte was4 l
probably murdered —  that is, which fits in with the know n, 
Jhe day after the attack on the facts is that he was killed dur- 
Trotsky household. But com- ing the attack on the house, or
petent medical author ity  makes f0Û  cars used by the assa il- 

• ickw r t h a t  a  b o d y  e x a m in e d  a f t -  tm ts .  fctttea SRm g IBS ¥<553 A sa  
er a month of decomposition then buried where he was found, 

cannot be placed with accuracy H o w  T he y  G o t In

with a day of its death, and H a rte  fe ll in to  the hands o f his 
the more probable hypothesis (C o n tin u e d  on P age  3)
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Strike Weapon Surrendered in G.M. Contract

Union Leaders Ram 
Pact Down Throats 
O f Auto Workers

Use “ National Emergency" To Put 
Over Settlement Which Binds 
Them to Give Up Strikes

Conservatives Dominate Farmer-Labor 
Convention, Dictating Its Platform

Lewis' Politics Bolder 
But Same 'R un-a- 
Round' as Green's

D E T R O IT — Using- the “ na tiona l em ergency”  as a ram rod, leaders 
o f the U n ited  A u tom ob ile  W orkers  U n ion have forced a con tra c t 
down the th ro a ts  o f the  General M o to rs  w o rkers  w h ich  binds them  
to  com pulsory a rb itra t io n  and in  e ffect gives up the weapon of 
Strikes.

In  exchange fo r  vacations w ith  pay a t the ra te  o f an equiva lent 
o f 40 hours ea rn ing  an nu a lly  fo r  each w o rke r, and a l i / , c  an hour 
wage increase to  be a rb itra te d  in the  d is ta n t fu tu re  on a p la n t basis, 
the  com pany w ro te  in to  the  c o n tra c t a  clause w h ich  calls fo r  an 
“ im p a r t ia l”  um p ire, to- be pa idum pire,
$30,000 a  yea r jo in t ly  by the  un
ion and the C orpora tion .

T h is  um p ire  w i l l  have power to 
se ttle  a ll grievances on “ recogn i
tion , representation, sen io rity , 
discharge, d isc ip lin a ry  lay-offs, 
c a ll- in  pay, w o rk in g  hours, leaves 
o f absence, s tr ikes  and stoppages, 
find con tra c t v io la tions ."

Means D ic ta to rsh ip
T h is  um p ire  is in  a c tu a lity  a 

d ic ta to r  w ith  the w idest possible 
powers to  decide c ruc ia l and de
cisive questions fo r  the auto

sidered an au thorized s tr ik e  in 
any such affected ba rga in ing  
u n it.”

W ith  the above clever device, 
the co rpo ra tion  can hold a  wea
pon over the h f  ads o f a ll w orkers, 
p lay  one p la n t aga inst another, 
use the lo ck -ou t w ith  im p u n ity , 
and prevent men who are locked- 
o u t fro m  co llec ting  unem ploy
m ent compensation.

The co n tra c t does no t touch 
the “ D ”  l is t  o f com pany stools 
w ith  priv ileged  sen io rity . 

A lth o u g h  a  lV z  cent wage in - 
w o rke rs f He can s ta ll around 301 crease is given, th is  m ust be ne- 
days and m ore in  m ak ing  up h is go tia ted  on a p la n t basis, and 
m ind, accord ing to the con tract, 
and once he rules, no reso rt is le f t

B y  C A R L  O’S H E A
M IN N E A P O L IS , M inn .— W ha t rem ains o f the once-powerfu l 

M innesota F a rm er-L ab o r P a rty  com pleted its  convention in  B ra ine rd  
on June 21 and 22, adop ting  the  m ost conserva tive  p la tfo rm  ever 
endorsed by the F a rm er-Laborites .

W it l i conservatives in  com plete charge, and w ith  the w a r issue 
overshadow ing a ll o the r considerations, the  convention made a 
sweeping endorsement o f Roosevelt’s “ na tiona l defense”  p rogram  
and his po licy o f a id in g  the  A llies , and jo ined h im  in  a tta c k in g  
the “ F if th  Colum n”  and subversive elements.

Even few e r trade  un ion is ts  were am ong the 430 delegates than  
attended the e a rlie r convention in Rochester last M arch.

The flag -w a v ing  p ro -w a r p lank adopted by the F a rm cr-L a b o r- 
ites is e xa c tly  the  same p lank 
adopted by the  Republican I ’a r 
ty , the same p lank th a t the Dem 
ocra tic  P a rty  also w il l  adop t: a 
piously-voiced opposition to  send
in g  A m erican  you th  abroad to 
f ig h t, negated by a s trong  ca ll fo r  
s tro n g  na tiona l defense aga inst 
enemies w ith o u t and w ith in  the 
country’ .

the union m ovem ent back in to  the 
F a rm er-L ab o r fo ld , the conven
tion  voted to amend the Associa
tion  con s titu tio n  so as to p e rm it 
m em ber organ iza tions to be cha r
tered d ire c tly  fro m  the State
Com m ittee. Th is move changes! p iatfo rm . O n ly  the m ost conserv 
absolute ly no th in g  so fa r  as th e ]a tive  un ion ists (who have alwaySi
M inneapo lis union m ovem ent *  I open ly  o r  secretly, fo u g h t the idea 
concerned, because i t  would s t i l l  I ,  independent labo r p o litica I ac_ 
leave the S ta lin is ts , th rou gh  th e ir  t io n ) am , the staunch supporters 
paper o rgan iza tions in  con tro l o f Qf Roosevelt w iU  s t r in „- along

uers, themselves found ou t in  th is  
s ta te  back in  1918.

On a ll hands one sees un ion is ts  
throw ’ up th e ir  hands o r  shrug 
th e ir  shoulders a t m ention o f the 
F a rm e r - Labo r convention and

the Hennepin C ounty Centra l 
Com m ittee o f the F a rm er-L ab or!

w ith  the F L P  th is  year on the 
basis th a t the p a r ty  w i l l  be prac-w c r o i o  c  — — (c  c  c  * i  c  i / i r  i  l v  v * i n  v. i  ci>v

the best Roosevelt m anner, today Association. The M inneapolis un- t ic a lly  taken over by the Dem o_

no t u n t il October.

E nd o f N L R B !
So k in d  were the nego tia tors  to

to  the. union. H is w ord  is fina l.
Once the um p ire  ru les on a

question, the re  can be no s tr ik e  J the co rpora tion  th a t they re- 
should the un ion men believe h is ! pealed the N L R B  A c t o f th e ir  
decision u n fa ir . The con tra c t spe- own vo lition . B y  the te rm s o f the 
c ifica lly  reads, “ The union will1 agreem ent, the un ion pledges no t
n o t cause nor w i l l  any m em ber of 
the  un ion ta ke  part, in  any s tr ik e  
o r stoppage o f any o f the corpor
a tio n ’s operations on any o f the  
co rp o ra tion ’s prem ises u n t il a ll 
ba rga in ing  procedure as outlined 
in  th is  agreem ent has been ex
hausted, A N D  IN  NO  CASE ON 
W H IC H  T H E  U M P IR E  S H A L L  
H A V E  R U LE D . . . . The corpora
t io n  reserves the r ig h t  to  d isc i
p line  any em ploye ta k in g  p a rt in  
any' v io la tio n  o f th is  section of 
the agreem ent.”

W ith  th is  clause as th e ir  m a in  
ta rg e t, hundreds o f un ion m il i
ta n ts  in  the  im p o rta n t F lin t  
p la n ts  ba ttle d  fu r io u s ly  against 
acceptance o f the agreem ent. 
There was by' no means a unan i
mous acceptance o f th is  agree
m ent.

Sold F o r P a tr io tis m
In  Chevro le t Local 659, a spe

c ia l m eeting  called fo r  the p u r
pose of ra t ify in g  the agreem ent, 
Went on fo r  fo u r hours, and even 
in  th a t tim e  no decision could be 
made. A  special m eeting  had to  
be called fo r  tw o days la te r, a t 
w h ich  tim e  the un ion m ilita n ts  
conducted an organ ized ba ttle  
aga inst accepting the new agree
m ent. B u t the leadership’s ba r
rage and cam paign o f in tim id a 
t io n  succeeded in  fo rc in g  i t  
th rough . George Addes, F inanc ia l 
Secre tary o f the U A W , and W a l
te r  Reuther, in  charge o f GM, 
con s tan tly  re fe rred  to  the fa c t 
th a t “ now’ w:e m ust accept even a 
bad agreem ent, fo r  the  good o f 
the  cou n try .”  They made the m ost 
unprinc ip led  appeal to  the m em 
bersh ip 's p a trio tism , and d idn ’t  
even t r y  to  convince anyone th a t 
the agreem ent as such was a 
good o r sa tis fa c to ry  rew ard  fo r  
th e  m onths o f strenuous e ffo rts  
the  m em bership had expended to  
bu ild  up and support the CIO.

M ore H ours  Com ing
In  loca l a fte r  loca l the  same 

argum ents  were heard. M ilita n ts  
po in ted to  a clause in  the  con
t ra c t  w h ich  read, “ In ' case the 
law’s o f the  U n ited  S tates are 
changed e ith e r to  increase o r de
crease perm issable w o rk in g  hours 
and ove rtim e rates, m od ifica tion  
o f the  section on w o rk in g  hours 
sha ll be sub ject to  nego tia tion .”

T h is  clause means th a t when 
the  W alsh-H ealey A c t  is abro
gated by Congress, the 40 hour 
p rov is ion  in  the con tra c t w i l l  be 
m eaningless. I t  is  in  fa c t a go- 
ahead signa l to  a ll the an ti- la b o r 
congressional forces in  th e ir  reac
tio n a ry  m arch  to  destroy the 
r ig h ts  o f unions.

The corpora tion  succeeded in  
g e ttin g  in to  the c o n tra c t a clause 
th a t  w i l l  in  the fu tu re  preven t 
any such consequences as ensued 
in  the C hrys ler s tr ike , in  w h ich 
one p la n t shu t down, and when i 
the co rpora tion  locked ou t work-1 
ers in  o th e r p lan ts  the w o rke rs  j 
were able to  co llec t unem p loy-j 
m en t com pensation. T h is  clause 
reads as fo llow s, “ A n  authorized 
s tr ik e  in  one b a rga in ing  u n it  un
der th is  agreem ent w h ich  resu lts 
in  an in te rru p tio n  o f the flo w  o f 
m a te ria l o r services to operations 
in  any o the r ba rga in ing  u n it un
de r th is  agreem ent w i l l  be con-

Deal w ith  Dem ocrats
I ts  “ na tiona l defense”  endorse

m ent clears the F L P  decks fo r  a 
deal w ith  the D em ocra tic  P a rty  
d ire c tly  a fte r  the prim aries, 
whereby F a rm er-L ab o rites  w ill 
w ith d ra w  in  fa v o r o f D em ocratic  
po litic ians  fo r  ce rta in  offices, and 
vice versa. I t  is pub lic  knowledge 
th a t such a deal is  fo rthcom ing .

“ A  reasonably conservative 
p la tfo rm ” — “ a sane p la tfo rm ” — 
th a t was the w a y  the boss papers

they follow ’ ou t the cu rre n t fo r 
eign po licy  o f S ta lin  by demand
in g  iso la tion  and condem ning all 
im peria lis ts . Because o f th e ir  v u l
n e ra b ility , the S ta lin is ts  go t 
slapped around in  sho rt o rder by 
the conservatives.

M ore im p o rta n t even than  the 
contents o f the p la tfo rm  were the 
omissions. No m ention  o f the fas
c is t th re a t a t home here. No 
w a rn in g  aga inst M -D ay. No de
mand fo r  a popu la r referendum  
on w a r; no t one m ention o f the 
Negro and his problem s; no de
mand fo r  a huge federa l pub lic  
w o rkers  p rog ram  to  g ive jobs to 
the unem ployed; no t a m ention o f 
the c ry in g  need fo r  a na tiona l la 
bor p a r ty  (the F L P  heads on ly  
have though ts  fo r  the com ing 
m erger w ith  the D em ocra tic  Par-

described the ha nd iw o rk  o f the ty )

to  appeal any case settled by the 
um p ire  to  the courts  o r to  any 
governm ent board.

The com pany re ta ins  its  p ro v i
sion on sen io rity  by w h ich  a 
w o rk e r m ust be em ployed six 
m onths consecutively before he 
begins to  acquire sen io rity . As 
th is  w o rks  now, a ll new w o rke rs  
are la id  o ff  exac tly  tw o  weeks be
fo re  th e ir  sen io rity  period arrives, 
thus keeping them  ou t o f the 
se n io rity  lis ts.

The grievance procedure is 
ve ry  elaborate, and by  conserv
a tiv e  com puta tion  means th a t 
any serious grievance w ould be 
a t least tw o  o r th ree  m onths in 
a rb itra t io n  before settled. Then 
once settled  by the  um pire, 
the re  is no recourse.

The auto w o rkers  are qu ite  d is
gusted w ith  the agreement. The 
average w o rke r, however, sees no 
a lte rn a tive  b u t to  accept it .  The 
governm ent pressure, p lus the 
cowardice o f th e ir  leaders a t the 
top o f the U A W , has discouraged 
and d isorien ted them

M any feel th a t  th e y  w ould be 
be tte r o ff w ith o u t th is  con tract, 
under the less b ind ing  te rm s o f 
the old agreem ent.

The deep resentm ent, and the 
serious re v o lt w itnessed in  sev
era l locals, especia lly in  F lin t,  
aga inst acceptance, w i l l  un
doubtedly rise to  the surface in 
the  fu tu re , when the  effects of 
th is  agreem ent begin to  be 
fe lt.

B ra ine rd  convention.
W ith  on ly a s p r in k lin g  o f u n 

ion is ts  present, and those m a in ly  
conservative, opposition to  the 
p ro -w a r stand o f the convention 
came fro m  the S ta lin is ts  and 
th e ir  captives, such as ex-Gover- 
nor Benson. W hereas tw o  years 
ago the S ta lin is ts  led the pack in  
be llow ing  fo r  "co llec tive  secu rity  
against the fasc is t na tions”  and 
“ quaran tine  the aggressors,”  in

ion m ovem ent has tim e  and again 
explained its  stand to  the  S tate 
C entra l Com m ittee, fo r  a p a rty  
d ire c tly  led and con tro lled by the 
unions, bu t the Com m ittee hasn’t

c ra ts  a t the general elections.

So powerless has i t  become to 
enforce discip line in  its  own ranks 
th a t the convention did no t even

enough gu ts to  move aga inst the | endorse candidates. Instead, the 
C om m unist P a r ty  in  Hennepin candidates w il l  be chosen in  a
County.

W hatever regard the b u lk  o f 
un ion is ts  in  M innesota s t i l l  re 
ta ined fo r  the F a rm er-L ab o r 
m ovem ent has been g re a tly  
shaken by the b la ta n tly  p ro -w a r 
stand o f the convention. Im ag ine  
the F a rm er - Labo r Association 
gunn ing  fo r  “ subversive”  ele
m ents! A  subversive elem ent is 
a n y th in g  and anybody the bosses 
don’t  like , as the predecessors of 
the F LP , the N on-P a rtisan  Leag-

fre e -fo r-a ll p rim a rie s  in  Septem
ber.

C onfron ted w ith  the  fa ilu re  
o f the F a rm er-L ab o r m ovem ent 
to  stand up and f ig h t in the in 
terests o f the  workcr.s and poor 
fa rm ers  o f th is  s ta te  aga inst 
the w ar-m ongers, i t  is a lm ost 
ce rta in  th a t the  S ocia lis t W o rk 
ers P a r ty  w ill en ter candidates 
in the s ta te  elections to. c ry s ta l
lize the widespread a n ti-w a r 
sentim ent in  M innesota.

W all Street Drops 
Plenty In Europe 
I f  H itler Wins

W hen the  fo re ign  m a rk e t 
took an average o f $4,687,800,- 
000 annua lly  o f A m erican  ex
po rts  in  the  years 1926-1930, 
Europe took $2,206,600,000, o r 
about 45%. In  1935, to ta l ex
po rts  dropped to $3,298,900,000 
bu t s t i l l  the  European m a rke t 
took $1,337,900,000 o r about 
40%. Europe is the  la rge s t fo r 
eign m a rke t area o f the A m e r
ican c a p ita lis t class. A  v ic to r i
ous H i l le r  w ould d r ive  the 
A m erican im p e ria lis ts  fro m  the 
European m arket., w h ich  would 
become the p r iva te  preserve of 
the G erm an c a p ita lis t class, 
w h ile  H it le r  would challenge 
A m erica  in  the  m arke ts  o f 
L a t in  A m erica .

Europe is also r ic h  in  A m e r
ican investm ents. O f the $13,-
693.700.000 o f A m erican  fo r 
eign investm ents in  1935, $3,-
026.600.000 W’ere in  Europe. A  
v ic to riou s  H it le r  w i l l  tea r 
these investm ents out o f the 
hands o f the  A m erican  bank
ing  in te rests— especially the 
House o f M organ— and p lum p 
them  in to  the  la p  o f the Ger
man ru lin g  class.

These are some o f the sim ple 
fac ts  w h ich  exp la in  the  fe rv o r 
of the  “ Stop H it le r  N o w ”  cam 
paign organized by W a ll S tree t 
bankers.

N o t a w o rd  o f c r it ic is m  o f the 
R o o s e v e l t  a d m in is tra tio n  fo r  
sponsoring the D epa rtm en t of 
Justice a ttacks  upon the trade un
ion movem ent, fo r  im p rison in g  
the M inneapo lis W P A  s tr ike rs , 
fo r  c u tt in g  unem ploym ent re lie f, 
fo r  proposing un ive rsa l com pul
sory m ob iliza tion .

Leaves U nions Cold
In  a move ca lcu la ted to  b r in g

F lin t M ilitants F igh t 
Boss Jingo Campaign

(C ontinued fro m  Page 1)
Chevro le t executive board, re 
signed under the fire , and o th e r 
C.P. m embers are fo llo w in g  su it.

In  the  m il ita n t  F ishe r Body 
p lan t, however, a n tl-S ta lln is ts  
w ho signed the pe titio n  m et the 
cam paign head-on and have 
succeeded in  de fea ting  the  boss 
move to  b las t them  out of the 
p lants. B y  c a llin g  a series of 
p la n t m eetings, fac in g  the  is 
sues head-on, c a re fu lly  and pa
t ie n t ly  exp la in ing  the  boss 
c a m p a i g n ,  these m ilita n ts  
calm ed the  m em bership down, 
proved to  them  th a t  the  whole 
cam paign was a  un ion-busting  
p lo t inspired by  the  com pany, 
and fu r th e r  so lid ified th e ir  own 
leadership.

The cam paign was v e ry  c lev
e rly  devised by the bosses. Im 
m edia te ly the p e titio n  was p u b li
cized, com pany agents in  the 
p lan ts  began to  take  up a collec
tio n  fo r  A m erican  flags. Anyone 
who refused to  con tribu te  W’as 
branded a F if th  C o lum n ist, and 
e ithe r a ttacked  o r  tossed ou t o f 
the p la n t o r hounded u n t il he le ft.

Those whose names w ere on 
the p e tit io n  w’ere strong-arm ed 
and to ld  no t to  re p o rt fo r  w o rk  
. . .  o r else. Some were phys ica lly  
a ttacked. A s the co llection  fo r  
flags g o t under w ay, the  p lan ts  
began to  look lik e  an a rm o ry  on 
flag  day. Huge flags hung in  ev
e ry  departm ent.

Several m il i ta n t  com m itteem en 
who had signed the p e tit io n  were 
im m ed ia te ly  voted ou t o f office in 
special m eetings. Some S ta lin is ts  
resigned as stewards, com m ittee
men, etc. T h is  cam paign f ir s t  go t 
under w ay in  Chevrolet.

The C hevro le t cam paign was so 
successful th a t the re  was p ra c tic 
a lly  no un ion ta lk  any more, ev
eryone ta lke d  abou t the  flag , pa
tr io t is m , f i f th  colum nists, etc. 
The un ion was delivered a v ic ious 
and te ll in g  b low  by  th is  clever 
use o f p a trio tis m  by the bosses.

F ishe r M ilita n ts  F ig h t  Back
Then the com pany tr ie d  to  ex

tend the  cam paign to

shape i t  has been in  fo r  a long 
tim e. R eactionary boss agents are 
r id in g  high.

U A W  tops in  D e tro it  were in 
form ed o f the s itua tion , and they 
adm itted  p r iv a te ly  th a t i t  was 
obviously a com pany move to  use 
p a tr io t ic  feve r to smash the un
ion. B u t the y  refused to  take any 
steps to h a lt the flood. The s itu a 
tion  is s t i l l  dangerous fo r  the un 
ion, and is bu t an in k lin g  o f w h a t 
is ye t to  come— on ly  a  h in t o f the 
po ten tia l effectiveness o f the N a 
tion a l Defense propaganda in  d i
v id in g  the ranks o f the union, 
p it t in g  w o rk e r aga inst w orker, 
and sm ashing o rgan iza tion  in  the 
plants.

F L IN T , M ich.— The jin g o  cam 
pa ign o f the governm ent, and 
boss agents in  the  unions, s tru ck  
w ith  te ll in g  effect in  F lin t  la s t 
week.

U s ing  as a weapon a pe tition  
c ircu la ted  by the  C om m unist P a r
ty ,  w ith  900 F lin t  names and ad
dresses, the  un ion-busting  cam 
paign g o t under w ay when reac
tionaries  began a v ic ious f ig h t 
aga inst a  m o tion  in  the  C IO  
Council to  p ro tes t the  pub lica 
tion  o f these names and address
es by a local paper.

The reactionaries took the po
s itio n  th a t a ll who signed the C.P. 
p e titio n  to  p u t i t  on the ba llo t, 
were F if th  Colum nists, u n fit  to  be 
union members, and should be ex
posed.

M ilita n ts  Defend Signers
U n ion  m ilita n ts , i n c l u d i n g  

“ T ro ts k y ite s ”  and o th e r a n ti-  
S ta lin is ts , demanded fu l l  demo
c ra tic  r ig h ts  fo r  a ll members, 
w hether they signed a C.P. p e ti
tion  o r not, and condemned the  
a ttem pted lynch  cam paign begun 
by the loca l paper w h ich  p rin ted  
the names and addresses.

The council m eeting  fin a lly  
adopted the m otion  to  send the 
paper a pro test. S ta lin is ts  them 
selves were scared to  death by 
the jin g o  cam paign, and on ly  op
ened up a fte r  un ion m ilita n ts  who 

F is h e r ! in  a ll p o lit ic a l questions, and in
Body. The whole executive b o a rd ! un ion po licy, have a lw ays fou gh t convert them  to  y o u r p o in t o f 
to  a m an defended the r ig h t  o f j them  in  the past, showed they I v iew  in  an hour’s tim e  and we

IN  T H E  FO O TSTEPS 
O F M IN N E A P O L IS !! !

500 to  Chicago every w eek!
500 to  N e w ark  every w eek!
A nsw ering  the  challenge pu t 

fo rw a rd  in  M inneapo lis ’ bundle 
order increase to  1,000 papers, 
tw o  branches in  the  past week 
increased th e ir  reg u la r w eekly 
orders. Chicago enlarged its  bun
dle fro m  100 papers to  500, and 
N e w ark  from  125 to  500. These 
m il ita n t  locals are determ ined to  
ge t our paper to  the  masses, and 
are o rgan iz ing  w ide coverage of 
th e ir  c itie s  each week. Reports on 
th e ir  f irs t experiences w ill lie pub
lished next week. A nd  we look 
fo rw a rd  to  hearing, in  sho rt o r
der, fro m  St. Paul, Boston, Los 
Angeles, San Francisco. F o rw a rd  
to  coast-to -coast mass c ircu la tio n  
of the  A P P E A L !

M A S S  C IR C U L A T IO N  
IN  T H E  A U T O  CE N TE R S

Toledo, O.— “ The Toledo Branch 
is ta k in g  the a n ti-w a r cam paign 
seriously and is go ing to  tow n on 
the Appea l sales. A s fa r  as w e’re 
concerned, w e’re on a v o lu n ta ry  
w a r fo o tin g  to  do anti-%var w ork . 
L a s t week we disposed o f 150 pa
pers house-to-house and collected 
a  to ta l o f over five  bucks. W e 
fu rth e rm o re  passed ou t abou t 50 
a t fa c to ry  gates. We in tend to  in 
crease o u r sales, and c u t down 
ou r b ill. We aim  to  beat th a t D e t
ro it  record o f 18 bucks collected 
in  one week fro m  house-to-house 
sales— and by on ly  about 5 peo
ple too! We find  the w orkers, 
90% o f them  a t least, are a n t i
w ar.

“ We are beg inn ing to w h it t le  
down ou r old Appea l b ill. A l l  th a t 
is required is fo r  the comrades to 
stop ta lk in g  about w h a t can be 
done se lling  Appeals, and to  ge t 
ou t and do i t . ”  (A tte n tio n  San 
Francisco, and o th e r branches 
w ith  vast back b ills !)

*  *  *

D E T R O IT , M ich .— "T he  house- 
to-house cam paign is s t i l l  go ing 
on. One w ould  th in k  th a t the p re
sent ba rrage  o f w a r propaganda 
unleashed by the w ar-m ongers 
would effect th is  m ethod o f d is
tr ib u tio n  and m oney-ra is ing. F o r
tun a te ly  no such th in g  is  the case. 
The people are receptive to  a n t i
w a r ideas. They receive us cour
teously as before the intense w a r 
cam paign and tre a t  us as gener
ously w ith  finances. Occasionally 
one meets up w ith  someone who 
takes the  w a r propaganda se ri
ously. W e do not argue. You can’t

m on th  o f Ju ly . T h ir ty -e ig h t sub
scrip tions  came th rou gh  in the 
past tw o  weeks, w ith  New Y o rk , 
Houston, Texas, Los Angeles, and 
N e w ark  leading the lis t. Here is 
the tab u la tion ;

New  Y o r k ................................  9
Houston ..................................  4
Ix>s Angeles ............................ 4
N e w a rk  ....................................  4
T o ledo1 : ...................................    2

j Q uakertow n ............................. 2
M inneapo lis ............................  2
St. P a u l ...................................  2
N ew  Jersey ............................  2

A nd one each fro m  M em phis, 
Boston, Denver, Chicago, Youngs
town, B a ltim o re  and N ew  Castle.

T h is  is be tte r, comrades, bu t 
no t nearly  good enough. You have 
shown th a t you can ge t subs— 
now le t ’s go over the top  w ith  a 
reco rd -b reak ing  to ta l!

m embers to  sign any p e tit io n  they ! were go ing  to  support the m otion 
wanted to, exposed the cam paign to  pro test the p e tit io n ’s pub lica- 
as boss-inspired, and fo u g h t a t-  tion.
tem pts to  force the E xecu tive  | M embers o f the Socia lis t W o rk - 
Board to  resign. F o r a week the ers P a r ty  are p a rtic ip a tin g  in  the 
s itu a tio n  was ve ry  serious, b u t in I f ig h t, toge ther w ith  m any union
th is  d iv is ion  the jin g o  cam paign 
has subsided.

However, in  B u ick  and Chevro
let, where S ta lin is ts  are under a t
tack, they have fa iled  to meet the 
cam paign head-on, have w ilte d  
under the fire , and as a resu lt 
have le f t  the un ion in  the  w o rs t

m ilita n ts , to  defend the dem ocra t
ic r ig h ts  o f a ll members, regard 
less o f p o lit ic a l a ff ilia tio n , w h ile  
at the same tim e  no t re la x in g  fo r  
a m om ent th e ir  opposition to the 
ro tte n  po litics  and rea c tion a ry  
tac tics  o f the C om m unist P a rty  
m achine.

have no such tim e  to  w aste on 
them . O ur task  is to  see as many 
people as possible, to  g ive a b r ie f 
sm ack o f w ha t you ’ re there fo r  
and to  ask fo r  con tribu tions . We 
average on the  whole about 6c 
I>er paper. The house-to-house 
m ethod m ust be. taken up by ev
e ry  branch in  the P a rty .”

SUB D R IV E  
G A TH E R S  SPEED

Subs are com ing in  som ewhat 
be tte r, as o u r d rive  enters the

SMITH BILL IS 
PASSED: HITS 
AT ALL LABOR

B y F A R R E L L  DOBBS
A  new h igh in  con fus ing the 

p o lit ic a l problem s o f the w o rk in g  
class was reached by John L. 
Lew is in  his recent addresses a t 
Philadelph ia. He gave the de fin ite  
im pression o f a man who is ra p 
id ly  losing a il sense o f p o lit ic a l 
balance.

Lew is has on m any occasions 
b rough t fo r th  te ll in g  ind ic tm ents  
o f c a p ita lis t m ism anagem ent o f 
social production. As the ch ie f 
representative o f the CIO, a mass 
organ iza tion  whose members are 
v ita l ly  involved in  the m a jo r in 
dustries, he is w e ll equipped w ith  
facts. U nem ploym ent, m a ln u tr i
tion , inadequate housing, indus
tr ia l diseases have rem ained as a 
perm anent n igh tm a re  to  a broad 
section o f the mass production  
w orkers  o f the CIO. A  g ifte d  o ra
tor, Lew is has done a good job o f 
describ ing some o f the w o rs t sides 
o f these ev il conditions.

A ll o f th is  is an exce llen t and 
m ost necessary service to  the 
w orkers. B u t an analysis o f the 
conditions o f the w o rk in g  class 
is on ly a p re lim in a ry  step to an 
effective so lu tion o f these p rob
lems. In  sharp con tra s t to  his 
good perfo rm ance in  describ ing 
the ba il conditions o f the w orkbrs, 
Lew is has amassed an im pressive 
record o f m isleadership in  action  
on both the economic and the po
li t ic a l fro n t.

L E W IS  H A S  R E M A IN E D  
A  C L A S S -C O LL A B O R A T IO N IS T

He has adhered cons is ten tly  to 
the old-line trade un ion po licy  o f 
ho rse-trad ing  w ith  the em p loy
ers. B u t the b ig  corpora tions, a l
ready en joy ing  a m onopoly in  
th e ir  respective fields, have l i t t le  
to expect fro m  a un ion except 
h igher labo r costs and a resu ltan t 
reduction  in  th e ir  p ro fits . The 
C IO  unions in  the basic industries 
have fa iled , there fore, to  find 
“ friends”  am ong the b ig  em ploy
ers. N o t con tent to  w a it  fo r  the 
benevolence o f the em ployers to  
solve th e ir  problem s the w orkers  
have pressed fo r  m il ita n t  trade 
un ion action— demands fo r  union 
contracts, wage increases, reduc
tio n  in  hours, sen io rity , reg u la tion  
o f p roduction speed and im proved 
w o rk in g  conditions — and they 
have been ready J,o s tr ik e  to  w in  
these demands. The em ployers 
have fo u g h t back a lb  a long  the 
line.

The offic ia ls  o f the CIO, w ith  
Lew is a t the head, fa il in g  to get 
a basis fo r  agreem ents w ith  the 
bosses w ith o u t a head-on fig h t, 
sought to  stem  the tide  o f s tr ik e  
actions by p lac in g  th e ir  reliance 
upon governm ent agencies to 
force the em ployers in to  agree
m ents w ith  the union. T h is  ne
cessitated a pressure cam paign 
on the po litic ians. A cute  prob
lems o f unem ploym ent re lie f, 
poor housing, p ro tection  fro m  in 
d u s tria l disease b rough t demands 
fro m  the w o rke rs  fo r  po litica l ac
tion  by the CIO.

Anti-Alien Act Cloaks 
Vicious Weapons 
Against Unions

Ig n o r in g  w idespread pleas th a t 
he veto the b ill,  Roosevelt signed 
the S m ith  Om nibus B il l on S a tu r
day, June 29, the reby p u tt in g  its  
provis ions in to  effect.

W h a t was passed was not, 
however, m ere ly  a b i ll to  reg is
te r  aliens. A c tu a lly  Congress 
adopted under th is  guise the 
no torious S m ith  Omnibus B ill,  
o r ig in a lly  in troduced in  M arch, 
1939 when i t  was accu ra te ly  
characterized by the New  Y o rk  
T IM E S  as a “ com pendium  of 
a ll the  a n ti-ra d ica l leg is la tion  
in troduced in  Congress d u rin g  
the la s t tw e n ty  years.”  The b ill 
was scarce ly expected to  be 
passed —  u n t il Roosevelt p ro 
vided a disguise fo r  i t  when he. 
asked fo r  le g is la tio n  aga inst 
the aliens.

The la w  is s im p ly  a federa l c r i 
m in a l synd ica lism  law , do ing fo r  
the f irs t  tim e  in  the federa l ju r is 
d ic tion  w h a t the notorious sta te 
c r im in a l synd ica lism  law s did in  
s ta te  ju risd ic tio n s  d u rin g  the 
1919-3923 pos t-w ar wave o f a n t i
labo r persecutions.

A m ong its  provisions, a p p ly ing  
also to citizens, a rc :

T it le  I :  M akes punishable by 
prison term s up to  ten  years 
a n d /o r ten thousand d o lla r fine 
“ to publish o r d is tr ib u te  any 
book, pam phlet, paper, p r in t, a r 
tic le , le tte r, o r o th e r w r it in g

L E W IS  IS  JU S T  A 
S T R E A M L IN E D  G R E E N

The choice was between the 
CIO  ta k in g  the in it ia t iv e  in  the 
creation o f a na tiona l labo r p a rty  
o r con tinu ing  to  place re liance in 
" fr ie n d ly ”  po litic ian s  o f the old- 
line  parties. Lew is and his co l
leagues chose the la t te r  course,

unem ploym ent a chron ic fa c t  in  
A m erican  life .”  C hron ic depres
sion, unem ploym ent, is a fa c t. 
The w o rkers  do no t have to  be 
convinced o f tha t. I t  is the m a k 
ing  not o f Roosevelt alone, b u t o f 
cap ita lism  as such. Roosevelt has 
fa iled  to co rre c t these ills  because 
he is com m itted  to  a po licy  o f 
pe rpe tua ting  them  th rou gh  his 
ro le as a p ro te c to r o f th e ir  rea l 
c rea to r —  cap ita lism . N e ith e r a 
Roosevelt no r a W illk ie  no r any 
o th e r defender o f cap ita lism  can 
g ive the w o rke rs  a n y th in g  b u t 
chron ic  depression, unem ploy
ment, and w ar.

B u t in 1936. a fte r  the  f irs t  fo u r 
years o f Roosevelt, John L. Lew 
is and L a b o r’s N o n -P a rtisa n  
League considered h im  the w o rk 
ers’ cham pion and gave h im  un 
cond itiona l sup po rt fo r  re-elec
tion . And aga in  in the s ta te  elec
tions in 1938 Lew is  and the L N - 
P L  supported the  b u lk  o f the New 
Deal candidates. T h is  could be ex
cused i f  Lew is had be la ted ly  made 
an honest d iscovery o f the rea l 
na ture  o f the R oosevelt adm in is
tra tio n . B u t he has learned no th 
ing.

T U R N S  A W A Y  FR O M  ROOSE
V E L T — TO H O O V E R !

" I t  was a slogan o f the  1932 
pres identia l e lection,”  Lew is  to ld  
the N A A C P , " th a t H e rb e rt H oov
er was responsible fo r  th a t de
pression. A s a- sim ple m a tte r  o f 
ju s tice  le t me say here and now 
th a t the w o rke rs  o f the U n ited  
States rea lize th a t he had no th 
in g  to  do w ith  i t . ”

I t  isn ’t  the absentmindednCss 
"of Lew is w h ich  is a t  fa u lt  here; 
i t  is his be lie f th a t the w o rke rs  
have such a poor m em ory th a t 
the y  w ill swaTiow th is  c lap -trap . 
B u t i t  is the best w h ich  Lew is  
has to  offer.

R e fe rrin g  again to  H oover and 
the depression, Lew is  adds, “ I t  
was la id  on his doorstep when he 
came to  the W h ite  House.”  In  
o th e r words, Hoover d id n ’t  create 
the depression; he ju s t d idn ’t  ov
ercome it .  There fore, he is a p o li
tic ia n  in whom  the  w o rkers  can 
place th e ir  t ru s t  and, to quote 
Lew is again. “ I t  is o n ly  the se lf- 
seeking p o litic ian s  th a t blame M r. 
H oover.”

A t  th is  hour o f the clock, w i t l i  
the w o rld  engulfed in  a w a r w h ich  
w ill soon invo lve  tfie  A m erican  
w orkers , w ith  Roosevelt a lready 
fas ten ing  a  s tra ig h t- ja c k e t upon 
the labo r m ovem ent, w ith  the Re
publicans p rom is ing  the bosses 
th a t they  w il l  fin ish  the jo b  i f  
th e ir  candidate is elected, Lew is 
can do no th in g  bu t fum ble around 
lik e  an octogenarian who has los t 
his glasses. The best he has to  
o ffe r is a th re a t to  the R epublican 
reso lu tions com m ittee , in  w h a t 
the C IO  News describes as a 
“ s tra ig h t-fro m -th e -sh o u ld e r ta lk ”  
th a t “ some day the people w i l l  
t ire  o f being deceived by the m a
jo r  p o lit ic a l pa rties .”

T ha t is r ig h t.  Some day the  
w o rkers  w ill.  B u t i t  w i l l  no t bo 
because o f an y th in g  John L. Lew 
is has done to  help them  find  
th e ir  w ay  onto the r ig h t  p o lit ic a l 
road.

Lew is, H illm a n  and D u b in ksy  
prevented the w o rke rs  fro m  ta k 
in g  the road o f independent po
li t ic a l action when they  had an
excellent chance under the  im pe

s tre a m lin in g  the old  A F L  m eth- tus  o f the g ro w th  and s trugg les
ods by the creation o f La bo r’s 
N on-P a rtisan  League w h ich  was 
no th ing  m ore than  an organ iza
tion  to  b r in g  pressure on the 
D em ocra tic  and Republican p o li
tic ians, a lthough  i t  was palmed 
oft on the w o rke rs  as an inde
pendent w o rk in g  class po litica l 
o rgan iza tion . I t  is  aga inst th is  
background th a t the rem arks  o f 
Lew is a t P h ilade lph ia  appear in  
the m ost s ig n ifica n t lig h t.

o f the r is iq g  in d u s tr ia l unions in  
the basic industries. A nd  so fa r  
as they  are concerned there w il l  
be no such action  in  1940.

FR O M  T H E  U N S U N G  H E R O E S  
W IL L  CO M E R E A L  L E A D E R S

H illm a n  and D u b in sky  are on 
the Roosevelt band-wa^on. H i l l 
m an has broken open ly w ith  L e w 
is on the p o lit ic a l f ro n t. D ub in 
sky  has broken not on ly  p o lit ic a l-

On June 18, 1940 Lew is to ld  the '.v; he lias taken the IL G W U  back 
N A A C P  a t P h ilade lph ia  th a t “ M r . 1 in t °  the A F L . thus s tr ik in g  a se- 
Roosevelt made depression and vore b low  a t the whole C IO  move

ment.
John L . Lew is, who has pre- 

o r the N avy, etc., to  disobey the sumed to  be the leader o f m illio ns  
laws o r regu la tions govern ing  o f w orkers, stands p o lit ic a lly  be-
such m il ita ry  o r naval forces, or 
to  disobey the la w fu l orders o f a 
superio r.”

T it le  I I :  M akes u n la w fu l “ fo r  
any person w ith  in te n t to  over
th ro w  or destroy the G overnm ent 
o f the U n ited  States, o r the gov
ernm ent o f any S tate o f the 
U n ited  States, o r  any subdivision 

; thereof, by force o r violence, or 
by any o th e r u n la w fu l means, to 
p r in t, publish, ed it, issue o r kno w 
in g ly  c ircu la te , sell, d is tr ib u te  o r 
p u b lic ly  d isp lay  any book, paper, 
docum ent, o r  w r i t te n  o r p rin ted  
m a tte r in any fo rm  con ta in ing  o r 
advoca ting  the doctrine  set fo r th  
above . . . e 
society . . . who teach, advocate, 
o r encourage the  o ve rth row  . . . 
o r to  become a m em ber o f or 
a ffilia te  w ith  any such society. .

A nd these a tte m p ts  to  o u tla w  
rad ica l and m iJ ita n t labo r o rgan 
iza tions and th e ir  press is palmed

w ildered before them  in  the hour 
o f th e ir  g rea test crisis. He has 
ne ithe r the courage no r the fo re 
s ig h t to  lead the w o rkers  in  inde
pendent p o lit ic a l s trugg le  th rou gh  
th e ir  own pa rty .

On the fie ld o f trade  un ion ac
tion  the rea l leaders who made 
the CIO m ovem ent w h a t i t  is  to 
day sprang to  the f ro n t  in  the  
periods o f s tru g g le  aga inst the  
bosses and then when the f ig h t  
was over re tu rned  in to  the ranks 
o r rem ained in  m in o r posts in  the 
unions. They have con tribu ted  
much m ore to the b u ild in g  o f the

w h ich  advises, counsels, urges, o r o ff under cover o f an ti-a lie n  legis 
so lic its  any m em ber o f the A rm y  l la t io n !

C IO  than  the  top  leadership 
o r to  organ ize an y  I w h ich  c la im ed the cred it.

These same unsung heroes o f 
the w o rk in g  class w ill find th e ir  
w a y  to  the f ro n t  in  the p o lit ic a l 
s trugg les o f the days to  come. I t  
is in  them  and no t in  the John 
L. Lew ises th a t the w o rke rs  o f 
the C IO  w ill find  the leaders w ho 
can guide them  to u ltim a te  v ic 
to ry .
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“ L A B O R  W IT H  A  W H IT E  S K IN  
m i  C A N N O T  E M A N C IP A T E  IT S E L F

I  h a  W H E R E  L A B O R  W IT H  A  B L A C K  
JL  1 1 C  S K IN  IS  B R A N D E D " —  K A R L  

M A R X .

Negro Q uestio n
—-----by Robert L. B irch m a n ^33̂

A Negro Paper on the War
The C a lifo rn ia  Eag le (Los Angeles, June 20) 

lias  a tw o  colum n e d ito r ia l en titled  ‘ ‘The S takes: 
A f r ic a , ’’ w h ich  fo llow s in  p a rt:

“ Today the g re a t con tinen t o f A fr ic a  is  the  
s take  fo r  wh ieh m illio ns  o f men are. d y in g  on the 
ba ttle fie lds  o f Europe. E m p ire  and em pire alone 
is  the  g u ild ln g  s p ir it  o f W orld  W ar I I .

"D iffe rences o f p o lit ic a l s tru c tu re  between the 
A llie s  and the Ita lo -G e rm an bloc are im p o rta n t, 
b u t are dw arfed  beside the w e ig h t o f m o tiv a tin g  
economic causes. W h a t P resident Roosevelt, Sen
a to r Pepper (o f F lo rida , no less), S enator P i t t 
m an and others have been p o in tin g  ou t fo r the 
past few  weeks— nam ely th a t dem ocracy is 
threatened— is on ly  in c ide n ta lly  true . The so- 
ca lled dem ocra tic  nations, fu n c tio n in g  on the  
basis o f libe ra l federa l governm ents, have repre
sented in  the  economic fie ld  a d ire c t paradox to  
th e ir  p o lit ic a l system s. On the one hand the irs  is 
federalized, representa tive  governm ent; on the  
other, the  m ost h ig h ly  cen tra lized and d ic ta to r ia l 
ad m in is tra tio n . B r ita in ’s pa rlia m e n t m ay be a 
fo rtress  o f libe rties , bu t her B ank  o f E ng land  is 
a  ba ttle m e n t o f despotism .”

The e d ito r ia l concludes:
“ Econom ic developm ent o f the  w o rld ’s re 

sources cannot be le f t  in  the  hands o f power-m ad 
d ic ta to rs  th r iv in g  on the the o ry  o f na tiona lism  
and in c iden ta lly , race s u p e rio r ity ; nor can i t  be 
le f t  to  the h it-o r-m iss  ca p ita lis tic  system  th a t 
we have know n. . . . The w e lfa re  o f hu m an ity  i t 
se lf depends upon the crea tion  o f an e ffic ien t 
w o rld  economic system. The day o f s ta tus  quo 
and balance o f power m ust end. A  B r it is h  v ic to ry  
based upon the old no tion  o f ‘M ig h ty  M e’ would 
be as h a rm fu l as a N azi tr iu m p h . Econom ic pros
p e r ity  cannot successfully ex is t in  any p a rt o f 
the  m odern w'orld, w h ile  the re  is po ve rty  some
w here else. The channels of trade  are too de li
ca te ly  in te rlaced  to  p e rm it it .  W hen the re  is pros
p e r ity  fo r  a ll— and i t  is  not an im possib le dream  
— there  w il l  be peace fo r  a ll, since the cause o f 
w a r w i l l  have been destroyed.”

B u t w h a t does the E ag le  concre te ly  propose 
as a so lu tion  to  the problem  ? C e rta in ly  n o t a 
stream lined c a p ita lis t system — w h ich  w ould be 
fascism . The on ly  w a y  to  solve the prob lem  o f 
economic secu rity , to  bu ild  an economic system 
th a t  m akes w a r im possible is fo r  the Negroes and 
the  en tire  w o rk in g  class to  jo in  w ith  the S oc ia lis t 
W orke rs  P a r ty  in  o rg an iz in g  to  o ve rth ro w  the 
c a p ita lis t system  in  bo th  its  fasc is t and dem oi 
c ra tic  fo rm s  and bu ild  a soc ia lis t society.

Sharecroppers Called 
Fifth Column!!!

The Chicago Defender (June 29) reports  ed i
to r ia lly  th a t:  “ F rom  O klahom a comes the re p o rt 
th a t  A tto rn e y  General H o lt  o f A rkansas in  a 
s ta tem en t to  the press in tim a te d  th a t Negro 
sharecroppers f ig h t in g  aga inst ev ic tion  and mass 
s ta rv a tio n  a n d  aga inst open and v io le n t robbery  
o f th e ir  share o f the crop by the  land lo rds, are 
‘f i f th  co lum n is ts ’ and subversive elements.

“ We warned aga inst th is. W e fo resaw  i t  in  the 
ve ry  lo g ic  o f th ings. To hide the robbery o f b lack 
m en and women, to  silence th e ir  o u tc ry  aga ins t 
the  po ll ta x  and the denial o f th e ir  con s titu tion a l 
r ig h ts , the spokesmen o f the land lords w il l  de
clare these lo ya l Am ericans to  be f i f th  co lum n
is ts .”

Race Equality in the Army
The P itts b u rg h  C ourie r reports  th a t the SBurke 

B i l l  fo r  conscrip tion  means th a t “ some 4,000,444 
Negroes w il l  have to reg is te r and a t least 2,300,- 
000 w ou ld  be liab le  to  be ca lled fo r  m il ita ry
service.

“ Som ething over a m illio n  o f o u r people be
tw een the ages o f 21 and 35 w ou ld  be su re ly  
ca lled .”

The P itts b u rg h  C ourie r is no t opposed to  con
sc rip tio n  and m il ita ry  tra in in g . T h e ir com p la in t
is :

"N o w  i f  we are to  have conscrip tion, i f  ou r 
colored men are to  be called up by the m illio n  to 
r is k  th e ir  lives in  the defense o f th e ir  coun try , 
the y  m u s t no t be subjected to  in su lt, d isc rim in a 
t io n  and segregation.

"N o  conscrip tion  la w  m ust be passed th a t does 
n o t con ta in  a specific p rov is ion  th a t no c itize n  
called fo r  m il ita ry  service sha ll be excluded f ro m  
service in  any branch o r d iv is io n  o f the  A rm y  
o r N a vy  because o f race, color, o r creed.

"Yes, le t us have conscrip tion, b u t w ith o u t any 
co lo r line .”

We are opposed to  jim -c ro w  polic ies in  the 
arm ed forces o f the  na tion  and everywhere else 
th a t i t  m ay rea r its  u g ly  head. W e stand fo r  fu l l  
economic, p o lit ic a l and socia l e q ua lity  fo r  the 
N egro  people.

W e are fo r  m il ita ry  tra in in g . B u t the question 
is, fo r  w h a t?  The m il ita ry  t ra in in g  th a t we w a n t 
is  th a t undertaken by the  o rgan iza tions o f the 
w o rkers— both Negro and w h ite— the trade  un 
ions. T h is  t ra in in g  w i l l  be fo r  the  purpose o f 
de fend ing the in te res ts  o f the w o rke rs  and o f the 
exp lo ited and oppressed N egro  peoples. N o t a  w a r 
fo r  “ dem ocracy”  w h ich  n e ithe r the N egro  no r 
the  w o rk in g  class o f a ll races and colors have 
had in  e ith e r peace o r w a r tim e . No. O u r w a r is 
to  secure the dem ocra tic  r ig h ts  th a t have been 
denied us. To stop lynch ing , jim -c row ism , segre
ga tio n  and fo r  jobs and economic security .

O n ly an a rm y  con tro lled  by the w orke rs , f ig h t
in g  to  defend and extend the in te rests  o f the 
w orkers , w i l l  e lim ina te  jim -c row ism . T h a t is the 
o n ly  a rm y  th a t the Negroes should jo in  and no t 
the  a rm y o f those f ig h tin g  to  p ro te c t and extend 
th e ir  r ig h t  to  exp lo it and oppress the  common 
people.

The Chicago Defender in  an e d ito r ia l (A p r i l  
27) s ta ted : “ N ow  in  princ ip le , we are no t aga inst 
the crea tion  o f N egro soldiers. The N egro should 
kno w  how to  f ig h t, he m ust kno w  how to  f ig h t. 
B u t  the Negro m ust be a fig h te r fo r  dem ocracy; 
1917 is not to  be fo rgo tte n .

“ M ost assuredly, we m ust lea rn  to f ig h t. B u t 
the v ic tim s  we speak o f have no t been created by 
Europeans, w o rke rs  and fa rm ers  in  u n ifo rm . W e 
have n o th in g  ag a ins t the  people o f Germ any, 
F rance o r Eng land. They however, m us t deal 
w i th  the leaders who have dragged them  in to  a 
w a r w h ich  has no th ing  o f dem ocracy abou t i t .  
T h a t is n o t o u r task. W e m u s t deal w ith  those 
w ho deny dem ocracy to  us.”

H arte M urdered D u rin g  A ttack on T ro tsky
(C ontinued fro m  Page 1)

m urderers in  one o f tw o  possible 
ways. One o f the police whom  
H a rte  knew  as assigned to  guard 
the household and w ho was in  
league w ith  the assa ilants m ay 
have persuaded H a rte  to open the 
door on some p re te x t, and behind 
the policem an rushed in  the as
sailants. O r the assailants had 
found a ce rta in  weakness in  the 
surround ing  w a ll w h ich  enabled a 
s k il lfu l a tta c k e r to  ge t in  and 
s tr ik e  H a rte  fro m  behind.

The th ird  po ss ib ility , w h ich  the 
police had en terta ined and w h ich  
was bolstered by confessions o f 
those who have been arrested, 
is now destroyed by the find in g  o f 
his body.

G PU D iscouraged Search
I t  m ust be said th a t  the G PU 

and its  friends  had done th e ir  job 
we ll. So successfu lly had they  
propagated the idea th a t young 
H a rte  was an agent o f the G PU 
w ho had now fled the coun try , 
th a t the  police in ves tig a to rs  were 
seeking some w ord  o f h im  in  Gua
tem a la  o r in  the U n ited  States—  
anywhere except the sho rt d is
tance fro m  the T ro ts k y  household 
where he was a c tu a lly  found. 
T h a t was precise ly the purpose o f 
the G PU-spread slander aga inst 
the boy— to discourage any search 
fo r  his body.

I t  was no t in  a  search fo r  i t  
th a t the body was found. I t  was 
found w h ile  the police were 
searching fo r  the police u n i
fo rm s  and a rm s used by  the 
a ttacke rs .

The i l l  -  k e p t farm house in 
whose ce lla r Sheldon H a rte  was 
found buried came under the 
s c ru tin y  o f the  police in  tw o  
ways. N e ighbors reported seeing 
some men liv in g  there fo r  a few  
days who had le ft  M ay 24th, the 
day o f the a tta c k  on T ro tsky . Po
lice pa id m ore a tte n tio n  to th is  
re p o rt when the y  had g o tte n  a 
new h in t o f the ram ifica tion s  o f 
the conspiracy fro m  M ariano  
H e rre ra  Vazquez. He was the 
sw eetheart o f A na  Lopez Chavez, 
the wom an who w ith  J u lia  B a r- 
radas de Serrano had had the 
task  o f c o rru p tin g  the police 
g u a rd in g  the T ro ts k y  household.

[The confessions made by the 
tw o women, both S ta lin is ts , were 
reported in  de ta il in  la s t week’s 
Appeal.)

G PU Rented A l l !
Vazquez m in im ized his own role 

in  the a ffa ir. T h rough  his sweet
h e a rt he had been hired, f i r s t  
to keep w a tch  on a ce rta in  house 
in  Coyoacan and then to  live  in  a 
house on V iena S tree t —  r ig h t  
alongside o f T ro ts k y ’s— and then 
another, etc .In  p a in tin g  h im se lf 
in  the m odest colors o f a  care
ta k e r Vazquez gave the police 
th e ir  f ir s t  rea liza tion  o f w h a t a f t 
e rw ard  unfolded in  an aston ish
in g  p ic tu re — th a t the G PU band 
had ren ted p ra c tic a lly  every 
house w h ich  became em p ty  in  the 
whole ne ighborhood o f T ro ts k y ’s 
house!

A s  th is  p ic tu re  became clear, 
the police proceeded to  examine 
c a re fu lly  every house in  the area 
w h ich  m ig h t have been used by 
the a ttacke rs  in  th e ir  conspiracy. 
In  the course o f th is  system atic  
w o rk  the farm house, n o t ve ry  fa r  
fro m  Coyoacan, was examined 
Monday.

In  th e  ce lla r a close exam ina
tio n  discovered a spot where the 
ea rth  had been recen tly  d isturbed. 
I t  was a lik e ly  place to hide arm s 
and the un ifo rm s, th o u g h t the po
lice, and they began d igg ing . Soon 
they were assailed by the odor o f 
a decaying hum an corpse. H ig h e r 
offic ia ls were h a s tily  called, in 
c lu d in g  General Nunez, ch ie f o f 
police, and Ctolonel Salazar, head 
o f the secret service.

C lothes and a lock o f h a ir  fro m  
the d is in te rre d  body were b ro ug h t 
a t 12:15 a.m. to  the T ro ts k y

One o f the  Doors o f T ro ts k y ’s Bedroom , R idd led W ith  the 
B u lle ts  o f the Assassins Sent by  the GPU.

the A rena l bro thers, L u is  and 
Leopoldo, lieu tenan ts  o f S ique ir
os, had dismissed h im  (Vazquez). 
The design o f Vazquez’ s to ry  was 
to p a in t a p ic tu re  o f young H a rte  
as an accomplice o f the a tta c k 
ers, a live  a fte r  the a tta c k  and 
k ille d  presum ably by the A ren a l 
bro thers. W hy?  Those who took  
Vazquez’ s to ry  seriously could on
ly  propose such preposterous h y 
potheses as th a t H a rte  was then 
k ille d  fo r  the b ig  sum o f m oney 
he had been paid. B u t th a t could 
on ly  m ake sense i f  H a rte  had 
been in  the p lo t fo r  the m oney— 
and he was the son o f a ve ry  
w e a lth y  man, a boy wTho had 
given up a life  o f ease and com 
fo r t  fo r  the ha rd  life  o f the revo
lu tio n a ry  m ovem ent.

G PU G u ilt  E stab lished
E ig h t o f those arrested have 

a d m itte d  th e ir  co m p lic ity . A l l  o f 
these are C.P. members o r closely 
associated w ith  the  C.P. They 
have named as the leaders o f the 
arm ed band D av id  A lfa ro  S iquei
ros, his b ro th e r Jesus, A n ton io  
P u jo l, Juan Zun iga  Camacho—  
a ll figu res know n fo r  m any years 
as S ta lin is ts , men w ho were in  
the S ta lin is t apparatus in  L o y a l
is t  Spain. The S ta lin is t p a r ty  is 
now engaged in f ra n t ic a lly  d is
soc ia ting  its e lf  f ro m  these fo u r, 
bu t cannot. In  add ition  the fac ts  
a lready know n have im p lica ted  
D avid Serrano and Lu is  M ateos 
M artinez , w e ll-kn ow n  C.P. m em 
bers closely associated w ith  the 
present C.P. leadership. S t il l f u r 
ther, clues are now  p o in tin g  to  
the h igher-ups fro m  whom  S i
queiros and his men took  th e ir  
orders— fo re ig n  o ffic ia ls  o f the 
GPU.

F rom  now on the in ves tig a tion  
takes on d a rke r hues. I t  is no 
longer the question o f an a t 
tem pted assassination o f Leon 
T ro ts k y . Now , in  addition, i t  is  
the s to ry  o f how the G PU ru th 
lessly m urdered Leon T ro ts k y ’s 
secre tary, R obert Sheldon H a rte .

BIG BUSINESS 
OPENLY BACKS 
WILLKIE

(Continued fro m  Page I )
fa irs . I t  is evident th a t the m a
jo r i t y  o f delegates represented 
the “ iso la tio n is t”  tendency— using 
th a t te rm  to designate those m od
est im p e ria lis ts  satisfied w ith  
con tro l over the W estern  H e m i
sphere.

I t  is c lear th a t m ost o f the 
delegates, anxious to  ge t votes 
ra th e r th a n  to fo rm u la te  correc t 
policies, were o f the op in ion th a t 
they could ga rne r a lo t  o f votes 
i f  the y  w ou ld  on ly  come o u t o f 
the convention pa rad ing  as a 
“ peace”  p a rty . They knew  th a t 
the masses did no t w a n t to  go to 
w a r and were w ill in g  to  g ive the 
masses a chance to  vote the  Re
publicans in to  power in  the ex
pecta tion  th a t the Republican 
p a rty  w ould keep the c o u n try  ou t 
o f w ar.

W illk ie  a God-send
The d ra m a tic  phase o f the con

ven tion  consisted o f the nom ina
tio n  o f a pres identia l candidate. 
The mediocre cha rac te r o f the 
ava ilab le  candidates am ong the 
o ld-line  po litic ian s  was obvious 
and gave serious concern to  the 
cap ita lis ts  who re a lly  ru n  the 
p a rty . The responsible people be
h ind the p a r ty  were in  a rea l 
dilem m a. They are a ll fo r  Roose
v e lt ’s p ro -w a r po licy  and could 
no t t ru s t  a second-rate p o lit ic ia n  
in  the  p res iden tia l ch a ir a t a 
tim e  when m om entous decisions 
w ill have to  be made da ily.

On the o th e r hand th e ir  hos
t i l i t y  to  Roosevelt fo r  his social 
re fo rm ism  is  s t i l l  sm oldering. 
They were in  a panic le s t the 
nom ination  o f a  Dewey o r a  T a f t  
w ou ld  compel them  to  support 
Roosevelt fo r  a th ird  te rm .

HARTE MEMORY 
IS SPOTLESS, 
WRITES TROTSKY

(C ontinued fro m  Page 1) 
c o s t s  i n  o t h e r  countries, 
am ounted to  no t less than  $10,- 
000.

The so lv ing  o f the  crim es o f 
the GPU, because o f th is , p re
sents trem endous d ifficu ltie s . In  
no o th e r c o u n try  o f the  w orld , 
no t in  France, no t in  S w itze r
land, no t in Spain, have any o f 
the  crim es o f the  GPU been 
b rough t to  l ig h t  w ith  such 
thoroughness as is be ing done 
before us w ith  th is  one, the  as
sau lt o f M ay 24 in M exico. The 
body o f Bob Sheldon in a ll cer
ta in ty  w ill shed a  supplem ent
a ry  l ig h t  on a ll the  devices of 
th is  com plicated conspiracy.

In  tw o  o f its  announcements, 
the  C en tra l C om m ittee  o f the 
“ C om m unist”  P a r ty  has re 
peated th a t  the p a rtic ip a tio n  o f 
Sheldon casts a "suspic ious”  
l ig h t  on the  assault. In  re a lity  
the pene tra tion  o f an agen t of 
S ta lin  in to  m y household could 
have ind ica ted sole ly th a t  the 
G PU had succeeded in  deceiv
in g  m y frien ds  in  N ew  Y o rk , 
who recommended Bob Sheldon 
to  me. E ve ry  in fo rm ed  person 
know s th a t the  GPU floods its  
agents in to  a ll the  w o rke rs ’ o r
ganizations and sta te  in s t itu 
tions  th ro u g h o u t the w o rld . F o r 
th is  i t  spends an nu a lly  tens o f 
m illio ns  o f do lla rs. B u t the ve r
sion th a t  Sheldon was an agent 
o f the  G PU is com ple te ly  
crushed. H is  body is a convinc
in g  a rgum ent. Bob perished be
cause he placed h im se lf in  the  
road o f the  assassins. H e died 
fo r  the  ideas in  w h ich  he be
lieved. H is  m em ory is spotless.

Q ui P rodest? asks the  old 
and w ise m axim  o f Rom an law . 
W ho is in terested in  s landering  
Bob H a rte  and lead ing the  in 
ves tiga tion  a s tra y ?  The an
swer is c lea r: the  GPU and its  
agents. The d iscovery o f the  
source o f the  false decla ra tions 
in  reference to  Bob w il l  ce rta in 
ly  reveal one o f the  s ta ffs  in  
the  p lo t.

Bob is  n o t the  f ir s t  o f those 
close to  me who has fa lle n  a t 
the  hands o f the  m ercenary as
sassins o f S ta lin . I  leave aside 
the  m embers o f m y fa m ily , tw o  
d a u g h t e r s  a n d  t w o  sons 
b ro ug h t to  th e ir  death by  the 
GPU. I  do no t speak o f the 
thousands o f m y pa rtisans ex
posed to  phys ica l ex te rm in a 
t io n  in  the  USSR and o ther 
countries. I  l im it  m yse lf solely 
to  m y  secretaries in  various 
countries who have been led to  
suicide by persecution, who 
have been sho t o r assassinated 
by the  agents o f the  G PU—  
seven persons: M . Glasman, G. 
B u tov , Y . B lu m k in , N . Ser- 
m uks, I .  Poznasky, R. E lem ent, 
E . W o lf. In  th is  l is t  R obert 
(B ob) Sheldon H a rte  occuplies 
the  e igh th , b u t I  fe a r n o t the  
la s t place.

A f t e r  t h i s ,  t h e  p o lit ic a l 
agents o f the  GPU can speak o f 
m y  “ persecution m an ia .”  
Coyoacan, D .F .
June 25, 1940

Join the Socialist 
Workers Party

HAIKYS IDENTIFIED 
AS GPU CHIEFTAIN  
IN  MEXICO

M E X IC O  C IT Y , June 28—  
The “ m an w ith  a  F rench  ac
cen t”  fro m  whom  Siqueiros 
too k  orders, and whom  Siquei
ros in troduced to  one o f his 
h ire ling s  as “ m y  ch ie f,”  is 
iden tified  as Leon H a ikys , f ir s t  
secre ta ry o f the Soviet Lega
tio n  in  M exico d u r in g  the pres
idency o f General Obregon, ac
cord ing  to tw o  a rtic les  appear
in g  yeste rday and today  in

Since his d ip lo m a tic  post in  
M exico some years ago, the 
a rtic les  say, H a ik y s  has had 
no o ffic ia l m ission.
“ E xce ls io r,”  M exico C ity  da ily .

“ E xce ls io r”  cla im s th a t  one 
o f its  reporte rs  has been able 
to  ascerta in  th a t H a ik y s  has 
been in  M exico fo r  some tim e, 
w ith o u t an o ffic ia l m ission. 
H a ik y s  is  also no t lis te d  as 
serv ing  anywhere today in  the 
S oviet d ip lo m a tic  service.

D u rin g  the Spanish c iv i l w a r 
the Soviet ambassador in  L o y 
a lis t Spain, Rosenberg, was re
called to  M oscow and executed. 
H a ikys  too k  his place a t V a 
lencia  as S ta lin ’s spokesman 
to L o ya lis t leaders, b u t re 
m ained in  the background, un 
know n pub lic ly .

FOUR DRIVERS 
CONFESS ROLES 
IN SHOOTING

(Continued fro m  Page 1)
o th e r tw o  chauffeurs ra tif ie d  th e ir  
declarations, w h ich  a ll had made 
on June 23.

The chauffeurs’ declarations 
stated th a t S iqueiros, whom  they 
knew  w e ll, had arranged w ith  
them  fo r  w hat, they insisted, was 
presented to  them  as a ta sk  of 
tra n s p o rtin g  police to  Leon 
T ro ts k y ’s house. The considerable 
a rm am en t w h ich  the  assailants 
carried, in c lud in g  m achine guns, 
was described by  the chauffeurs, 
Who concluded th a t  the  com m is
sion the police were about to  ex
ecute was an extrem e ly  perilous 
one, bu t th a t d id  no t cause them  
to  be suspicious. N o t u n t il they 
heard the shots inside the  pa tio  
and the assailants came o u t d id  
the y  realize, the chauffeurs c la im , 
th a t an a tta c k  had been made 
and th a t  the occupants o f th e ir  
cars were n o t re a l policemen.

B u t the chauffeurs were “ pa id 
sp lendid ly.”  C hauffeur Castaneda 
was h ired personally by  S iqueiros 
im m ed ia te ly  a fte rw a rd . He drove 
him , his b ro the r, S iqueiros’ sweet
h e a rt and her tw o  bro thers, L u is  
and Leopoldo A rena l, about fo r  
several days, f in a lly  ta k in g  them  
to  G uadala jara.

R a tifies  Confession
N esto r S a n c h e z  Hernandez, 

who la s t week made a clean 
breast o f h is ro le as one o f the 
arm ed a ttacke rs , a f te r  police had 
found in  his valise one o f the po
lice un ifo rm s used and a  p is to l 
w h ich  Hernandez had taken  fro m  
one o f the rea l police gu a rd ing  
T ro ts k y ’s house, today  ra tifie d  his 
previous dec la ra tion  in  to to .

[ I t  was published in  la s t
week’s A P P E A L .]

Fourth International Conference

R e s o lu tio n  on S. W. P. In te rn a l S tru g g le
household. These were im m edia te
ly  iden tified  by tw o  o f Sheldon 
H a rte ’s co-w orkers w ho showed 
police in  Sheldon’s be longings an 
un d e rsh irt iden tica l to one fro m  
the body. H is  co-w orkers were 
then taken to  see the body and 
there could no longer be any 
doub t— they knew  h im  too w e ll 
and his d is tin c tive  fea tu res, in 
c lud ing  his k in k y  red ha ir, were 
unm istakeable.

B u t his fa th e r, Jesse H a rte  o f 
N ew  Y o rk  C ity , no tified  by w ire  
by his son’s friends, s t i l l  hoped 
th a t the body was n o t Sheldon’s. 
M r. H a rte  called T ro ts k y  by long 
distance telephone; w ou ld  T ro ts k y  
h im se lf go see the body? T ro ts k y  
agreed and w en t to  the m orgue; 
he had to  te ll the fa th e r, there 
was no m istake.

A n o th e r GPU S to ry
U p  to  the fin d in g  o f the body 

a ll th a t  the police had been able 
to ge t o u t o f Vazquez, the  “ care
ta k e r”  fo r  va rious houses used 
by the G PU in  the conspiracy, 
were some o f the addresses o f 
these houses. On the w a y  to  be
in g  taken  to  v iew  the body, how
ever, Vazquez suddenly became 
voluble. He to ld  a  s to ry  o f having 
shared the farm house fo r  a n ig h t 
and day w ith  Sheldon H a rte  u n t il

(The fo llo w in g  is  one o f the  
reso lu tions adopted by the M ay 
19-26 Em ergency Conference o f 
the  F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l.)

1. The recent s p lit  in  the So
c ia lis t W orkers  P a rty , o ffic ia l sec
tio n  o f the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l 
in  the U n ited  States, came as the 
re su lt o f an a tte m p t by  a p e fty -  
bourgeois m in o r ity  to  revise the 
fundam enta l p ro g ra m  o f the 
F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l on uncondi
tio n a l defense o f the Soviet U n ion 
and the re fusa l o f th is  m in o r ity  to 
abide by the decisions o f the m a
jo r i t y  in  the convention ca lled to 
decide the issues in  dispute.

2. In  a tte m p tin g  to  revise ou r 
p rogram  ca llin g  fo r  uncond itiona l 
defense o f the Soviet U n ion  w ith 
ou t a t the same tim e  re la t in g  the 
proposed rev is ion to  the question 
o f the class cha rac te r o f the Sov
ie t U n ion, w h ich  the  F o u rth  In 
te rn a tio n a l has exhaustive ly  an
alyzed as a degenerated w o rke rs ’ 
S tate, the pe tty -bourgeo is  oppo
s it io n  was g u ilty  o f a fundam en t
a l rev is ion  o f the m ethodo logy of 
M arx ism . On the p a r t  o f James

B urnham , ideolog ica l leader of 
I the  group, th is  a tte m p t a t rev i
sionism  was extended to complete 
re jec tio n  o f the basic princ ip les 
o f sc ien tific  socialism  as f irs t  p ro 
pounded by M a rx  and Engels and 
subsequently developed by Len in  
and T ro tsky .

3. The a ttem p ted  rev is ion  of 
our fundam enta l p rinc ip les  was 
begun by the pe tty -bourgeo is  op
position  im m e d ia te ly  a f te r  the 
s ign ing  o f the H itle r -S ta lin  pact 
and gained im petus w ith  the o u t
break o f the second W orld  W ar, 
thus c le a rly  in d ica tin g  th a t  the 
force push ing the pe tty-bourgeo is 
elem ents o f the p a r ty  in to  oppo
s itio n  to  the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l 
was the w a r pressure o f the dem
ocra tic  bourgeoisie.

4. N o t on ly  d id  the  p e tty -b o u r
geois opposition a tte m p t to  re 
vise the fundam enta l p rinc ip les 
and p o lit ic a l conclusions o f the 
F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l, they  a t 
tem pted also to  revise its  B o l
shevik  o rgan iza tiona l methods.

They pa rtic ip a ted  in  the  A p r i l 
convention o f the S oc ia lis t W o rk 

ers P a rty , thus recogn iz ing  its  
au thorita tiveness and its  v a lid ity . 
Nevertheless they re jected the 
m a jo r ity  decisions and in  fla g ra n t 
v io la tio n  o f dem ocra tic ce n tra l
ism  launched an independent 
press in  o rder to  appeal to  the 
pub lic  in  its  a tta c k  aga inst the 
F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l.

In  v ie w  o f the previous discus
sion w h ich  was conducted w ith  
the fu lle s t dem ocracy in  accord
ance w ith  the best tra d it io n  of 
Bolshevism, and in  v ie w  o f the 
guarantees fo r  the  m in o r ity  to 
continue its  fa c tio n a l existence, 
to present its  views to  the p a r ty  
in aft In te rn a l B u lle tin  even a fte r  
the convention ad journed, and to 
hold posts in  a ll the lead ing bod
ies regard less o f th e ir  v iews and 
w ith o u t pena lty  fo r  th e ir  previous 
in fra c tio n s  o f p a r ty  d iscip line, 
th is  re jec tion  o f the  convention 
decisions and th e ir  subsequent de
sertion  fro m  the p a rty  can be in 
te rp re ted  in no o ther w ay tha n  as 
add itiona l evidence o f the p e tty - 
bourgeois cha rac te r o f the  oppo
s ition .

The E m ergency Conference o f 
the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l endorses 
the action  o f the  A m erican  
section o f the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n 
al in  suspending a ll those w ho v i
o la ted the decisions o f its  A p r i l 
convention. The Conference sug
gests to  the N.C. o f the- S.W.P. 
th a t i t  set a de fin ite  tim e  l im it  o f 
one m on th  a f te r  pu b lica tio n  o f 
Conference decisions w ith in  w h ich  
the suspended m embers m us t s ig 
n ify  th e ir  acceptance o f the Con
ven tion  decisions under pe n a lty  o f 
uncond itiona l expuls ion fro m  the 
pa rty .

5. The E m ergency Conference 
o f the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l views 
the s trugg le  o f the p ro le ta ria n  
m a jo r ity  in  the S ocia lis t W orke rs  
P a r ty  as a s trugg le  in  defense o f 
the p rog ram  o f the F o u rth  In te r 
na tiona l fro m  the  he igh ts  o f its  
M a rx is t th e o ry  r ig h t  down to  its  
B o lshevik  o rgan iza tiona l p r in c i
ples. The E m ergency Conference 
ca lls upon a ll the sections o f the  
F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l to  solidarize 
themselves w ith  the  S oc ia lis t

W orke rs  P a r ty  in  th is  s trugg le .

Capital Drives 
Women Out o f  
Home to Industry

B y A N T O IN E T T E  F . K O N IK O W , M .D.
M ach ine ry  in  in d u s try  o r the  in d u s tr ia l erai 

caused considerable change in  the  li fe  o f women. 
A l l  agree th a t the home o f today is n o t w h a t i t  
used to  be. The home is “ b re ak ing  up ,”  people- 
say, and o f course we socia lis ts  are blamed fo r  it .  
The passing o f the present home w ith  its  d ru d g 
ery, w o rries  and u n c e rta in ty  o f income w ou ld  n o t 
g rieve me. F o r such a home I  would shed no 
tears; b u t.n e ith e r w ou ld  I  o r  any soc ia lis t accept 
re sp on s ib ility  fo r  un de rm in ing  it .  Inc red ib le  as i t  
m ay appear, the ve ry  people w ho accuse us, th e  
bosses and th e ir  agents, the y  are the rea l c u lp r its . 
They d id  the jo b  ve ry  e ffec tive ly  w ith  th e ir  g i
ga n tic  p riva te ly -ow ned  m ach ine ry  and fac to rie s .

M an y  young wom en today consider w o rk  in  
the fa c to ry  o r office ju s t a tra n s ito ry , te m p o ra ry  
stage fo r  the y  are ce rta in  i t  w i l l  cease w ith  m a r
riage. T h a t is w h y  i t  is o fte n  d if f ic u lt  to  organizer 
wom en w o rke rs  in to  the unions. B u t a fte r  m a r
riage  (and c o n tra ry  to  th e  m ovies they  ra re ly  
m a rry  the boss o r boss’s son) they o ften  discover 
th a t i t  m ay be b e tte r to  w o rk  a l i t t le  longer to  
compensate fo r  the sm all wages o f the husband. 
Then illness occurs o r the husband loses his job, 
and the w ife ’s w o rk  becomes a necessity. I n  m any 
indus tries  lik e  te x tile  goods, the whole fa m ily  
m ust w o rk  to  cover expenses; even s ta tis tic s  p re
sent us w ith  a record o f “ fa m ily  wages”  instead 
o f in d iv id u a l ones.

Women Changed By Industry
Y e t a ll th is  had a com pensating aspect. The 

d ru dg e ry  and m onotony o f dom estic li fe  k e p t a 
wom an isolated, ig n o ra n t o f w o rld  rea lities . She 
was concerned m a in ly  w ith  her own na rrow , fa m 
i ly  in terests. H e r w o rk  outside the home aw a k 
ened her to  a new ou tlook. I t  was no t the  k iss  o f 
P rince C harm ing  w h ich  s t ir re d  he r slum ber, i t  
was the w h is tle  o f the  fa c to ry  and the ru m b lin g  
o f  m ach inery. A s she w o rks  and m ing les w ith  
others under m odern in d u s tr ia l cond itions he r 
ve ry  cha rac te r is altered. A t  home she was bash
fu l, self-conscious, lacked confidence in  her ow n 
a b il i ty — the so-called “ c lin g in g  vine .”  She soon 
acquires a backbone, and begins to  assert herse lf. 
She learns to  th in k  and a c t independently  and 
likes  it .

H o w  did th is  a ffec t the home ? D espera te ly  w o 
men t r y  to  combine w o rk  w ith  m a rried  life . The 
w ife  now  has on her slender shoulders a  double 
yoke ; w o rk  in  the office, fa c to ry , o r  profession 
and the care o f he house and o fte n  ch ildren. W hen 
a w om an comes home fro m  w o rk , she cleans 
house, prepares supper and cares fo r  the ch ildren. 
The young husband o ften  wonders w h y  the cheer
fu l,  peppy g ir l he m a rrie d  is now a lw ays tire d  
and depressed.

In  “ Recent Social T rends,”  the  re p o rt o f the  
P resident’s Research C om m ittee, 1932, i t  w as re 
vealed th a t  in  1930 there were three m illio n  m a r
rie d  wom en engaged in  g a in fu l occupation, also 
th a t  fro m  1900 to 1930 the to ta l num ber o f w o
men em ployed doubled w h ile  the  num ber o f m a r
rie d  wom en engaged in  w o rk  quadrupled. One- 
th ird  o f >all wom en em ployed in  g a in fu l occupa
tions  were m arried . These s ta tis tic s  are ten  years 
o ld  b u t the trend  has no t changed.

L a te ly  a m ovem ent has s ta rted  to  p reven t m a r
rie d  wom en fro m  w o rk in g , hop ing  thus  to  a lle v i
ate unem ploym ent. T h a t is w h a t happened to  
wom en in  G erm any. F ir s t  H it le r  ordered a ll m a r
rie d  wom en to  s tay  a t home and a tten d  the  th ree 
“ k ’s” : k inde r, kuche, k irc h , w h ich  means— c h ild 
ren, k itchen , and church. Then as men are needed 
in  the a rm y, he ordered them  back in to  in d u s try  
aga in !

In d u s tr ia lis m  has created new cond itions in  
w om an’s life . Is  th is  change a lto g e th e r d e tr i
m en ta l to  wom en? B y  no means! T rue, wom en 
w o rk  harder, th e ir  hea lth  o fte n  suffers, th e ir  
nerves go to  pieces— b u t in  the  schooling o f th is  
new li fe  they have gained in  experience, se lf- 
reliance, know ledge and i f  the y  are w o rke rs  the y  
lea rn  to  defend th e ir  r ig h ts  and become class 

conscious.

The Promised Land For Women
I t  is said th a t when Moses led the Is ra e lite s  

to  the Prom ised Land, he too k  fo r ty  yea rs  w an
d e rin g  th ro u g h  the deserts because he w anted 
them  to  fo rg e t the s la ve ry  in  E g y p t so th a t  th e y  
w ou ld  come to  the  Prom ised Land  w ith  a new 
genera tion  w h ich  had never know n s lavery . I  
th in k  we wom en should consider o u r tra m p in g  
th ro u g h  the  jung les o f c a p ita lism  in  the  same 
w ay. Despite its  hardships, i t  has a progressive, 
va luab le  aspect fo r  women. Invo lved  in  the  p rob
lem s o f labor, wom en begin to  understand m ore 
c le a rly  tha n  can ever be learned fro m  books the  
c ry in g  need o f chang ing  th is  c a p ita lis t w o rld  o f 
insecu rity , su ffe rin g  and s tru g g le  in to  a  new 
w o rld  o f socialism . Then the dream  o f rea l home- 
b u ild in g  m ay be realized.

W om en envisage a home n o t o f m onotonous 
w o rk  and w o rry  b u t a place where th e ir  services 
as w ife  and m o the r w i l l  assume the  s ta tus  o f 
la bo r in  the cooperative socie ty and be valued as 
a ll o th e r services and pa id fo r  and regulated.

W ill the re  be p r iva te  homes under socia lism ? 
A n  in te re s tin g  prob lem  w h ich  w i l l  be solved best 
by t r ia l  and experience under the  new system . 
Some m ay p re fe r a fo rm  o f cooperative home 
li fe  and others w i l l  cherish  th e ir  p r iv a c y  even i f  
i t  m ay mean a l i t t le  m ore w o rk . E xperience we 
have a t present seems to  prove th a t  ch ild re n  
th r iv e  best in  p r iv a te  homes, no t in s titu t io n s  how
ever pe rfect, and need the personal in te re s t and 
love o f th e ir  parents.

N o one can p re d ic t de ta ils  o r  com plete p lans 
o f our fu tu re  homes. T h a t w i l l  be an in te re s tin g  
phase o f our p lann ing  and education a f te r  th e  
soc ia lis t revo lu tion . O n ly  one th in g  we can s ta te  
w ith  assurance— however homes w i l l  be planned 
and home li fe  arranged, the  basis w i l l  n o t be 
the  e xp lo ita tio n  o f women.
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Patriotism at a Price
The final argument which induced the French 

cabinet to capitulate to H itle r was that unless 
they surrendered the country to H itle r there 
would be a proletarian revolution in France!

We have this on the authority of Elie J. Bois, 
former editor o f the Petit Parisieit, who tells the 
story in a June 30 dispatch from London to the 
New York Times. I t  was General Maxime Wey- 
gand himself who led the capitulators. Weygand 
first described the m ilitary difficulties of the 
French armies. Then, Bois tells :

“ Then, referring to the Russian debacle of 
1917 and the Soviet menace, he said, ‘We 
must not let it  conic to that ’

“ This gave the defeatists in the Cabinet 
their chance to come forward, since the Com- 
mander-in-Chief not only justified but actually 
covered them. D idn 't he tell them that, accord
ing to an Adm iralty report, there were riots 
in Paris and that Maurice Thorez, Communist 
leader, had occupied the Elysee Palace?”

Bois tells this story indignantly— indignant 
because it turned out, he says, that there was no 
revolutionary danger in Paris. He is not a bit 
indignant at the fundamental attitude taken by 
the cabinet that surrender to H itle r was prefer
able to a proletarian revolution.

This revelation of how the French cabinet pre
ferred a foreign invader as against the victory of 
the French working class serves to underline one 
o f the central thoughts expressed in the Fourth 
International’s Manifesto on the war, which we 
published last week. We quote from it :

“ The bourgeoisie never defends the fatherland 
fo r the sake o f the fatherland. They defend 
private property, privileges, profits. Whenever 
these sacred values arc threatened, the bourgeois
ie immediately takes to the road o f defeatism. 
That was the way of the Russian bourgeoisie, 
whose sons after the October revolution fought 
and arc once again ready to fight in every army 
in the world against their own former father- 
land. In order to save their capital, the Spanish 
bourgeoisie turned to Mussolini and H itle r for 
m ilitary aid against their own people. The N or
wegian bourgeoisie aided H itle r’s invasion of 
Norway. Thus it always was and always w ill be.

“ Official patriotism is a mask fo r the exploit
ing interests. Class-conscious workers throw this 
mask contemptuously aside. They do not defend 
the bourgeois fatherland, but the interests of the 
toilers and the oppressed of their own country 
and o f the entire world. The theses o f the Fourth 
International state: ‘Against the reactionary 
slogan o f national defense it is necessary to ad
vance the slogan o f the revolutionary destruction 
o f the national state. To the madhouse of capi
talist Europe it is necessary to counterpose the 
program of the Socialist United States o f Europe 
as a stage on the road to the Socialist United 
States o f the W orld ’.”

Lewis and Wheeler
Two weeks ago John L. Lewis was defending 

Herbert Hoover and was opening the way to 
collaboration with the Republican party. This 
week he is saying (at the Townsendite conven
tion, Tuesday) that the Republican party “ failed 
to accept its opportunity to become a party of 
the people”  and that the only Democrat who can 
defeat W illk ie  is Senator Wheeler. And i f  
Wheeler is not nominated by the Democratic 
convention, why then, says Lewis, like a really 
dynamic leader firm ly and unflinchingly pointing 
the concrete way which must be, which is the 
only road, why th’en, “ then it w ill be time for 
organizations o f labor, organizations o f labor, 
organizations like the Townsend clubs and others 
to consider what to do.”

That’s bold leadership for you !
Periods o f war pitilessly bare all the realities 

of the society we live in. The relationship be
tween the capitalist class and the labor bureauc
racy, ordinarily concealed by numberless devices, 
has to be uncovered as these labor lieutenants of 
capitalism spring to obey the orders o f the ruling 
class to prepare fo r war. The A F L  and C IO  
bureaucrats automatically, unqucstioningly, en
dorse the war program and especially its immedi
ate aspects, the gigantic armament program. And 
Lewis, as the most “ le ft”  o f the labor bureau
crats, can permit himself no greater liberties 
than to f lir t  w ith the Republicans, to “ demand” 
the acceptance of the candidacy of a cheap capi
talist demagogue like Senator Wheeler, and then 
to mumble something about “ considering what 
to do” i f  he doesn’t get Wheeler.

And i f  he permits himself no greater liberties 
than this now, when the country is still at peace, 
we can imagine how cravenly Lewis w ill come 
to heel when the capitalist masters actually em 
bark on war.

To trust Lewis, to lean on Lewis, to expect 
anything from Lewis, in the coming period o f 
war and social convulsion, would be to deliver 
the American workers into the hands o f their 
enemies. These are strong words. But unless 
they become part of the understanding o f the 
American workers, they w ill run the mortal dan
ger of fritte ring  away the great opportunities 
which lie ahead, still concealed in the smoke o f 
the battlefields, but there, ahead o f us, soon cap
able o f realization.

AFTER HITLER'S CONQUEST 
OF F R A N C E -W H A T  NEXT?

The V oorhis Bill
The Smith bill, which became law when 

Roosevelt signed it on Saturday, sought to out
law the publishing and other activities o f all labor 
organizations which advocate the overthrow of 
the government by force or violence, “ or by any 
other means.”  Now the government is backing a 
bill, which was adopted without debate Monday 
by the House, which strikes heavy blows against 
every labor organization with international affili
ations, whether it advocates changes in the gov
ernment or not.

This new bill, introduced by Congressman 
Voorhis o f California, Roosevelt’s spokesman on 
the Dies Committee, (Dies himself is backing 
the b ill) , would make it obligatory for a labor 
organization to file the names o f all officers, the 
address o f all meeting places o f branches, the 
time o f meetings and the name and address of 
any member or contributor to the organization, 
i f  the policies of the organization “ are deter
mined by or at the suggestion of, or in collabora
tion w ith . . .  an international political organiza
tion.”

Ostensibly aimed at the Bund and the Stalin
ists, these provisions also apply to the Social 
Democrats, the Socialist party, the CIO 
(through its participation in the congresses of 
the Latin-American Federation o f Labor), the 
A F L  (as an affiliate o f the International Federa
tion of Trade Unions) and, o f course, to our
selves as the American section o f the Fourth 
International.

The bill now goes to the Senate. Every labor 
organization which doesn’t want to have its mem
bership lists in the hands of the capitalist class 
must fight it  tooth and nail.

B y  L . L U N D
(T h is  a rtic le  was w r it te n  im m ed ia te ly  a fte r  

F rance had cap itu la ted . O b jective  conditions 
have prevented ea rlie r pub lica tion .

* * *
In  the wake o f a num ber o f o th e r and sm alle r 

European states, F rance is be ing transfo rm ed in 
to  an oppressed nation . G erm an im peria lism  has 
risen to  unprecedented m il ita ry  heights, w ith  a ll 
the ensuing opportun ities  fo r  w o rld  plunder. W h a t 
then fo llow s?

F rom  the side o f a ll sorts o f sem i-in te rn a tio na l
is ts  one m ay expect ap p rox im a te ly  the fo llo w in g  
line  o f a rg um e n ta tio n : Successful up ris ings in 
conquered countries, under the N az i heel, are 
impossible, because eyery re v o lu tio n a ry  m ove
m ent w i l l  be im m ed ia te ly  drowned in  blood by  the 
conquerors. There is even less reason to  expect a 
successful u p ris in g  in  the cam p o f the to ta lita r ia n  
v ic to rs . Favorable conditions fo r  revo lu tion  could 
be created on ly  by the defeat o f H it le r  and M us
so lin i. Therefore, no th ing  rem ains except to  a id  
Eng land and the U n ited  States. Should the Soviet 
U n ion  jo in  us i t  w ou ld  be possible n o t on ly  to  
h a lt G erm any’s m il ita ry  successes bu t to  deal her 
heavy m il ita ry  and economic defeats. The fu r th e r  
developm ent o f the revo lu tion  is possible on ly  on 
th is  road. A nd  so fo r th  and so on.

Nothing New In This Argument
T h is  a rgum en ta tion  w h ich  appears on the su r

face to  be inspired b‘y  the new m ap o f Europe is 
in re a lity  on ly  an adap ta tion  to  the new m ap of 
Europe o f the old argum ents o f social pa trio tism , 
i.e., class be traya l. H it le r ’s v ic to ry  over France 
has revealed com ple te ly the c o rru p tio n  o f im p e r
ia lis t  democracy, even in  the sphere o f its  own 
tasks. I t  cannot be "saved”  fro m  fascism . I t  can 
on ly  be replaced by p ro le ta ria n  democracy. 
Should the w o rk in g  class tie  up its  fa te  in  the 
present w a r w ith  the fa te  o f im p e ria lis t democ
racy, i t  w ou ld  on ly  assure its e lf  a new series o f 
defeats.

“ F o r v ic to ry ’s sake’’ Eng land has a lready found 
herse lf obliged to  in troduce the m ethods o f d ic 
ta to rsh ip , the p r im a ry  pre -requ is ite  fo r  w h ich  
was the renunc ia tion  by the Labour P a r ty  o f any 
p o lit ic a l independence whatsoever. I f  the in te r 
na tiona l p ro le ta r ia t, in  the fo rm  o f a ll its  o rgan 
iza tions and tendencies, were to  take  to  the same 
road, then th is  would on ly  fa c il ita te  and hasten 
the v ic to ry  o f the to ta lita r ia n  regim e on a w o rld  
scale. U nder the conditions o f the w o rld  pro le
ta r ia t  renouncing independent po litics , an a lliance 
between the USSR and the im p e ria lis t democ
racies w ou ld  s ig n ify  the g ro w th  o f the Omni
potence o f the M oscow bureaucracy, its  fu r th e r  
tra n s fo rm a tio n  in to  an agency o f im peria lism , 
and its  in e v ita b ly  m ak ing  concessions to  im p e r
ia lism  in  the economic sphere. In  a ll like lihood  
the m il ita ry  pos ition  o f the various im p e ria lis t 
countries on the w o rld  arena w ould  be g re a tly  
changed the reby; b u t the  position  o f the w o rld  
p ro le ta r ia t, fro m  the s tandpo in t o f the tasks of 
the soc ia lis t revo lu tion , w ou ld  be changed very  
l it t le .

Revolution Must Be Prepared For!
In  o rder to  create a  re vo lu tio n a ry  s itua tion , 

say the sophists o f social pa trio tism , i t  is neces
sa ry  to  deal H it le r  a  blow. To ga in  a v ic to ry  over 
H itle r , i t  is necessary to  support the im p e ria lis t 
democracies. B u t i f  fo r  the sake o f saving the 
“ democracies”  the p ro le ta r ia t renounces inde
pendent revo lu tiona ry  po litics , ju s t who would 
u tilize  a revo lu tiona ry  s itu a tio n  a ris in g  fro m  H i t 
le r ’s de feat?  There has been no lack o f revo lu 
tio n a ry  s itua tions  in  the la s t q u a rte r o f a cen
tu ry . B u t there  has been la c k in g  a revo lu tiona ry  
p a r ty  capable o f u t il iz in g  a re vo lu tio n a ry  s itu a 
tion . To renounce the t ra in in g  o f a revo lu tiona ry  
p a r ty  fo r  the sake o f p ro vok ing  a "re v o lu tio n a ry  
s itu a tio n ”  is to  lead the w o rke rs  b lind fo lded to  a 
massacre.

F rom  the standpo in t o f a re vo lu tion  in  one’s 
own cou n try  the defeat o f one’s own im p e ria lis t 
governm ent is undoubtedly a  “ lesser ev il.”  
Pseudo-in te rnationa lis ts , however, refuse to  app ly 
th is  p rinc ip le  in  re la tio n  to  the defeated demo
c ra tic  countries. In  re tu rn , they  in te rp re t H i t le r ’s 
v ic to ry  no t as a  re la tive  b u t as an absolute ob
stacle in  the w a y  o f a revo lu tion  in  G erm any. 
They lie  in  both instances.

What the Nazis Now Face
In  the defeated countries the pos ition  o f the 

masses w il l  im m ed ia te ly  become worsened in  the 
extrem e. Added to  social oppression is na tiona l 
oppression, the  m ain  burden o f w h ich  is likew ise 
borne by the w orkers. O f a ll the fo rm s o f d ic ta 
torsh ip , the to ta lita r ia n  d ic ta to rsh ip  o f a fo re ign  
conqueror is the m ost in to le rab le. A t  the same

Reads a R ichm an B ro th e rs  c lo th in g  ad: “ No longer 
does even a w o rkm an  need sw e lte r in  sum m er! See 
now  ou r new sum m er-w e igh t su its— a t prices even 
w o rke rs  can a ffo rd  to  pay .”  H o w  w o nd e rfu l is the 
c a p ita lis t system — i t  can prov ide— som etim es— even 
the producers some o f the p ro du c t they made!

*  *  *

S T A T E  O F  T H E  N A T IO N
San Jose, C a lif., S ta te  college co-eds have organized 

an “ A rchashoot c lub ”  to  deal w ith  any s tra y  pa ra 
chute troops. They w i l l  use bows and arrow s. Some 
o f them expla ined: “ W hen they come w e ’l l  puncture  
the parachutes, then w a tch  them  fa l l  and break th e ir  
necks.”

*  *  *

P A T R IO T IS M
E. D. M cM ahon, San A n to n io  o il man, says: “ One 

o f the g reatest im m edia te dangers is a bo ttleneck in  
the defense industries, due to  labo r laws. A n y  labo r 
leader w ho opposed am ending ou r la bo r law s . . . 
comes close to be ing a  t ra ito r .  A n d  an y  senator o r 
representa tive  who panders to these la bo r leaders who 
w ou ld  sacrifice the defense o f the U n ited  S tates in 
o rder to  bu ild  up  th e ir  personal power, un ion dues, 
etc., is  b e tra y in g  his c o u n try .”

tim e , to  the  ex te n t th a t  the  N azis w i l l  t r y  to  
u tiliz e  the n a tu ra l resources and the  in d u s tr ia l 
m ach inery  o f the nations defeated by  them, the 
N azis w ill themselves become in e v ita b ly  depen
de n t upon the na tive  peasants and w orkers. O nly 
a fte r  the v ic to ry , do economic d ifficu ltie s  a lways 
begin. I t  is  im possib le to  a tta ch  a sold ier w ith  a 
r if le  to  each Polish, N orw egian, Danish, D utch, 
Belg ian, F rench w o rk e r and peasant. N a tiona l- 
socialism  is w ith o u t any p re sc rip tio n  fo r  tra n s 
fo rm in g  defeated peoples fro m  foes in to  friends 

The experience o f the Germ ans in  the U kra ine  
in  1918 has dem onstra ted how d iff ic u lt  i t  is to 
u tiliz e  th rou gh  m il ita ry  m ethods the n a tu ra l 
w ea lth  and la bo r power o f a defeated people; and 
how s w ift ly  an a rm y  o f occupation is demoralized 
in  an atm osphere o f un ive rsa l h o s tility . These 
ve ry  same processes w i l l  develop on a fa r  vaste r 
scale in  the European con tine n t under N az i occu 
pation. One can expect w ith  assurance the rap id  
tra n s fo rm a tio n  of a ll the conquered countries in to  
powder magazines. The danger is ra th e r th is , th a t 
the explosions m ay occur too soon w ith o u t su ffi
c ien t p repa ra tion  and lead to  iso la ted  defeats. I t  
is in  general impossible, however, to  speak of the 
European and the w o rld  revo lu tion  w ith o u t ta k in g  
in to  account p a r t ia l defeats.

H itle r ,  the conqueror, has n a tu ra lly  day-dream s 
o f becoming the ch ie f executioner o f the prole 
ta r ia n  revo lu tion  in  any p a r t o f Europe. B u t th is  
does n o t a t a ll mean th a t H it le r  w i l l  be strong 
enough to  deal w ith  the p ro le ta ria n  revo lu tion  
as he has been able to  deal w ith  im p e ria lis t 
democracy. I t  w ou ld  be a fa ta l b lunder, un w o rth y  
o f a revo lu tiona ry  p a rty , to  tu rn  H it le r  in to  a 
fe tish , to  exaggerate h is power, to  overlook the 
ob jective lim its  o f his successes and conquests. 
T rue enough, H it le r  b o a s tfu lly  prom ises to  es
tab lish  the dom ination  o f the G erm an people, a t 
the expense o f a ll Europe and even o f the whole 
w orld , " fo r  one thousand years.”  B u t in  a ll like  
lihood, th is  splendor w i l l  n o t endure even fo r  
ten  years.

W e m ust learn fro m  the lessons o f the recent 
past. T w e n ty -tw o  years ago no t on ly the defeated 
countries b u t also the v ic to rs  emerged fro m  the 
w a r w ith  th e ir  economic life  d is rup ted and were 
able to  rea lize ve ry  s low ly, to  the ex te n t th a t 
they realized a t a ll, the  economic advantages ac 
c ru in g  fro m  v ic to ry . T here fore  the revo lu tiona ry  
m ovem ent assumed ve ry  g re a t p ropo rtions in  
the countries o f the v ic to riou s  E n ten te  as w e ll 
The on ly  th in g  la ck in g  was a revo lu tiona ry  p a rty  
capable o f heading the movement.

Crisis In Germany Too!
The to ta l, i.e., a ll-em brac ing  cha racte r o f the 

present w a r excludes the p o ss ib ility  o f d ire c t 
“ en richm en t”  a t the expense o f the defeated 
countries. Even in  the  event o f a complete v ic to ry  
over Eng land, G erm any in  o rder to  m a in ta in  her 
conquests w ou ld  be compelled in  the next few  
years to  assume such economic sacrifices as 
w ou ld  fa r  ou tw e igh those advantages w h ich  i t  
m ig h t d raw  d ire c tly  fro m  her v ic to ries . The l iv 
in g  conditions o f the G erm an masses m ust in  any 
case worsen considerably in  the n e x t period. M il 
lion  upon m illio n  o f v ic to rious  soldiers w i l l  f ind  
on re tu rn in g  to  th e ir  homeland an even more 
po ve rty -s tricke n  home tha n  the one fro m  w h ich 
they  had been to rn  aw ay by the w a r. A  v ic to ry  
th a t lowers the liv in g  standard  of the people 
does no t s treng then  a reg im e b u t weakens i t  
The self-confidence o f the dem obilized soldiers 
who had scored the g rea test v ic to ries  w i l l  have 
been raised in  the extrem e. T h e ir betrayed hopes 
w ill tu rn  in to  sharp d issa tis fac tion  and em b itte r- 
m ent. On the o ther hand, the B row n-S h irted  caste 
w i l l  rise even h igher above the people; its  a rb i
t r a r y  ru le  and p ro flig acy  w ill provoke ever g re a t
e r h o s tility . I f  in  the la s t decade the po litica l 
pendulum  in  G erm any has, as a resu lt o f the 
im potence o f belated dem ocracy and the be traya l 
o f labo r parties, sw ung sha rp ly  to  the r ig h t  then, 
as a resu lt o f d is illus ion  in  the consequences of 
the  w a r and o f the N az i regim e, the pendulum  
w il l  now sw ing  even m ore sha rp ly  and decisive ly 
to  the le ft. D issa tis fac tion , a la rm , protests, 
s trikes, arm ed clashes w il l  again be on the order 
o f the day fo r  Germ any. H it le r  w i l l  have too 
m any w o rries  in  B e rlin  to  be able successfully 
to  fu lf i l l  the role o f executioner in  Paris, B ru s 
sels o r London.

Consequently the task o f the revo lu tiona ry  p ro
le ta ria t- does n o t consist o f he lp ing  the im p e ria l
is t  arm ies create a “ re vo lu tio n a ry  s itu a tio n ”  bu t 
o f preparing , fus in g  and tem pering  its  in te rn a 
tio n a l ranks fo r  revo lu tiona ry  s itua tions  o f w h ich  
there  w i l l  be no lack.

The new w a r m ap o f Europe does no t inva lida te  
the p rinc ip les o f revo lu tiona ry  class s trugg le . The 
F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l does no t change its  course.

'Nation' Backs G P U
(M os t of the  A m erican  “ l i 

be ra l”  organs w h ich  burned 
th e ir  fingers by  defending the 
S ta lin is t version o f the Moscow 
t r ia ls  w ere  ca re fu l enough no t 
to  repeat th e ir  perform ance 
when the news broke o f the  a t
tem pted assassination o f Leon 
T ro ts k y . B u t the  w eek ly  “ N a
t io n ”  d id  repeat its  pe rfo rm 
ance, pub lish ing  in  its  June 8 
issue an a rtic le , “ M exico ’s 
P hantom  Conspiracy,”  fro m  its  
re g u la r M exican correspond
ent, M r. H a rry  B lock. B lock  
said the a tta c k  “ had a ll the  
earm arks o f a p u t-u p  jo b ”  and 
was a t p a r tic u la r  pains to  ab
solve the  S ta lin is ts .)

* *  *
B y  LE O N  TROTSfKY

I  see th a t the “ N a tio n ,”  w h ich  
besm irched its e lf  th rou gh  its  a t
t itu d e  in  rega rd  to  the Moscow 
ju d ic ia l fram e-ups, has hu rried  
again th is  tim e  to support the 
fa n ta s tic  and stup id  versions o f 
the G PU in  connection w ith  the 
a tta c k  o f M ay 24. E veryone i t  
seems is g u ilty , General A lm azan,

the “ reaction ,”  possib ly T ro ts k y  
h im se lf— b u t by no means S ta lin .

M eanw hile  the M exican police 
have uncovered the assailants. 
They are— by accident— agents of 
S ta lin . . . .

W h a t an in fam ous rep tile  
breed these rad ica ls  o f the "N a 
t io n ” ! B u t the y  w i l l  no t escape 
th e ir  pun ishm ent: we sha ll teach 
the A m erican  w o rke rs  to  appre
c ia te  them  as the y  deserve— to 
despise them . Coyoacan, D .F .

B y  JO S E P H  H A N S E N
W ho is the a u th o r o f the "N a 

t io n ’s”  a rtic le  on the a tta c k  upon 
Leon T ro ts k y ?  H a rry  B lo ck  is a 
c itizen  o f the U n ited  States. H is 
w ife  is M a lu  Cabrera, daughte r 
o f the  L icenciado Lu is  Cabrera, a 
ve ry  r ic h  and ve ry  reac tiona ry  
la w y e r re ta ined by  the o il com 
panies and land lords o f Yucatan. 
A t  the same tim e, H a r ry  B lock 
is a close co llab o ra to r o f Lo m 
bardo Toledano, the no torious po
li t ic a l agent o f the G PU in  M ex
ico. H a rry  B lock is the m anag ing 
ed ito r o f “ F u tu ro ,”  the fou l, s lan

derous m o n th ly  o f Lom bardo T o 
ledano. He is also the head o f the 
pub lish ing  departm ent o f the 
S ta lin is t U n ivers idad O brera. U n 
der orders o f the CTM  he pub
lishes a special w eek ly  bu lle tin , 
"M ex ican  Labo r News,”  d is tr ib u 
ted free in  the U n ited  States.

In  the inne r s ta ff o f Lom bardo 
Toledano the "a u th o r ity ”  o f H a r
ry  B lock  is based upon the fa c t 
th a t he is considered the agent 
o f the S oviet Em bassy in  W ash
in g ton  in  re la tions w ith  the CTM. 
The head o f the Soviet agency in 
W ash ing ton  is Oum ansky, who 
made his d ip lom atic  career as an 
agent o f the GPU. Consequently 
H a rry  B lock is the  confidentia l 
go-between fo r  tw o  agents o f the 
GPU, O um ansky and Lom bardo 
Toledano. No wonder th a t H a rry  
B lock defended the d ir ty  theory 
o f "se lf-assau lt”  in  the pages o f 
such a p ro s titu te d  m agazine as 
the “ N a tio n .”

M eantim e the m a jo r ity  o f the 
assailants have been apprehend
ed. A l l  are members o f the Com
m un is t P a r ty  and agents o f the 
GPU. They arc  the colleagues o f 
Oum ansky, Lom bardo Toledano, 
and H a rry  B lock. I t  w i l l  be in 
te res tin g  to  lea rn  the reaction  o f 
the “ N a tio n ’s”  e d ito r ia l board 
now, June 18, 1940

Rum ania MoveMay 
H era ld  S talin ’s 
Policy Switch

B y  A L B E R T  G O LD M A N
T a k in g  advantage o f H it le r  and M usso lin i's  p re

occupation w ith  th e ir  task  o f dealing a knockou t b low  
to  the B r it is h  E m pire , S ta lin  demanded and obtained 
the  re tu rn  o f Bessarabia, the province w h ich  R um an ia 
had seized fro m  the Soviet U n ion in  1918. The fa c t 
th a t tog e the r w ith  Bessarabia S ta lin  obta ined the 
n o rth e rn  p a r t o f B uko v in a  is a lm ost conclusive ev i
dence th a t his demands were m o tiva ted  by a desire to  
prepare defensive positions aga inst the a tta c k  w h ich  
everyone expects H it le r  to  launch aga ins t the  S oviet 
U n ion  as soon as he is th rou gh  w ith  o r as soon as he 
m akes peace w ith  Eng land.

I f  i t  is tru e  th a t S ta lin  is also dem anding con tro l o f 
the m outh o f the Danube i t  would on ly  s treng then  the 
th e o ry  th a t he is t r y in g  to  seize as m any defensive 
positions as he possib ly can w h ile  the se iz ing is  good. 
To ga in  con tro l o f the Danubian es tua ry  w ou ld  be 
beard ing H it le r  in  his den.

D id  H it le r  know  o f and acquiesce in  S ta lin ’s ac
tions?  Speculation is r ife  as to  w hethe r there was an 
agreem ent between the tw o  p e rm itt in g  S ta lin  to  take  
Bessarabia and B ukovina, o r w he the r the la tte r  too k  
w h a t he w anted w ith o u t ask ing  his " fr ie n d ”  H itle r .

The s ta tem ent issued by the G erm an Lega tion  in  
B ucharest to  the e ffect th a t the occupation o f Bes
sarab ia  was ins tiga ted  by Cripps, the B r it is h  ambas
sador to  Moscow, and was no th in g  b u t a B r it is h  t r ic k  
to  invo lve  the B a lkans in  the w a r, con flic ts  w ith  the 
a tt itu d e  o f the  B e rlin  offic ia ls, w h ich  is, th a t the 
whole m a tte r  is one e n tire ly  between the Soviet U n ion  
and Rum ania. The in ference o f th is  differerice be
tween B ucharest and B e rlin  is th a t S ta lin  acted w ith 
o u t as m uch as n o t ify in g  H itle r . T h is  in ference is 
s trengthened by the haste w ith  w h ich  the Germ ans 
in  the occupied te rr ito r ie s  made th e ir  ex it.

B u t the answer to  the  question as to  w h a t ex te n t 
the move in to  Rum ania was made by S ta lin  w ith  the 
know ledge and consent o f H it le r  does n o t a ffec t its  
defensive character, th a t is, th a t p r im a r ily  i t  cons ti
tu tes a fu r th e r  p repa ra tion  o f S ta lin  to  defend h im 
se lf aga inst H itle r . The sudden despatch o f tens o f 
thousands o f troops in to  L a tv ia , L ith u a n ia  and E s- 
tho n ia  a few  weeks ago was c lear evidence th a t  
H i t le r ’s phenomenal success has S ta lin  considerab ly 
w orried .

* * *
I t  is  the defensive aspect o f the move by S ta lin , 

as aga ins t H itle r ,  th a t  w i l l  keep the pe tty-bourgeo is 
dem ocrats o f a ll va rie tie s  fro m  go ing in to  hyste rics  
and dem anding c ith e r th a t the “ dem ocracies" take 
s trong  action  aga ins t the Soviet U n ion  o r else th a t 
the Bessarabian w o rke rs  take up arm s aga inst the 
Red A rm y .

W hen S ta lin  sent the Red A rm y  in to  F in lan d  i t  
constitu ted  an invasion o f a “ sm a ll dem ocra tic  na
t io n ”  and the  pe tty -bourgeo is  dem ocrats reacted so 
v io le n tly  th a t they were w ill in g  to  take  up a rm s to  
help defeat the Red A rm y . Some also cla im ed an in 
ten tion  to  use th e ir  arm s aga inst the F inn ish  arm y, 
b u t a ll were fo r  the defeat o f the Red A rm y .

B u t the pe tty -bourgeo is  dem ocrats cannot ge t a ll 
heated up. ,ab<?ht R um an ia  as th e y  d id  about F in land . 
A lth o u g h  a sm all cou n try  i t  can h a rd ly  be classed as a 
democracy. W e can the re fo re  expect th a t the  "dem o
c ra ts ”  o f a ll types, w h ile  cerem oniously re fe rr in g  to  
th e ir  theo ry  o f S ta lin is t im peria lism  and o f the p a r t
nership between H it le r  and S ta lin  to  d iv ide  the B r i
t is h  E m p ire  i f  no t the whole w o rld  w ill,  however n o t 
raise m uch o f a how l— a ll o f w h ich  indicates the demo
c ra tic  roo ts o f th e ir  opposition to  the Soviet U n ion.

A s  fo r  us we sha ll continue to s ta te  th a t a w o rk 
ers’ s ta te  has a r ig h t  and a  d u ty  to take advantage o f 
the  con flic ts  and d ifficu ltie s  of the im p e ria lis t w o rld  
in  o rder to  extend its  base and s treng then  its  defen
sive posiPlons. A nd we sha ll continue to  a tta c k  the 
bu reaucra tic  m ethods o f the bureaucracy o f the de
generated w o rke rs ' s ta te  when these m ethods a lien 
a te  the sym path ies o f the w o rk in g  masses and thus 
n u ll i fy  the gains made by v ir tu e  o f the acqu is ition  o f 
te r r ito ry  and defensive outposts. To the Bessarabian 
w o rke rs  and peasants we say: Join yo u r b ro thers  in  
the Soviet U n ion in the s trugg le  aga inst im peria lism , 
and aga ins t the S ta lin is t bureaucracy.

* S S
A nd i t  becomes cleare r w ith  the passing o f every 

day th a t a ll o f the defensive positions acquired b y  
S ta lin  cannot possib ly compensate fo r  his crim e in  
en te ring  in to  the pac t w ith  H itle r . He the reby n o t 
on ly  lo s t the support o f m illio ns  o f w o rke rs  w ho con
sidered the Soviet U n ion as the cham pion o f the 
s trugg le  aga inst fasc ism  b u t he also enabled H it le r  
to  ga in  com plete con tro l over Europe, m ak ing  cer
ta in  o f an a tta c k  by h im  on the Soviet Union w ith o u t 
the s ligh te s t fea r o f any in te rfe rence  by France.

The fa c to r o f contend ing im p e ria lis t states on the 
European scene, a fa c to r o f trem endous im portance 
to  the sa fe ty  o f the Soviet U n ion, has been w iped ou t 
by the pact and. by the consequent v ic to ry  o f H itle r .

*5*
T h a t S ta lin  realizes the danger o f h is s itu a tio n  is 

evidenced no t on ly  by his m ovem ent o f troops b u t by  
a  m ore o r less c learly -ind ica ted  change o f line  on 
the p a rt o f the S ta lin is t parties, a  change o f line  th a t 
has a m eaning on ly  i f  S ta lin  is cau tious ly  p re p a rin g  a 
s h if t  tow ards the “ democracies.”  F o r the past tw o  
m onths o r so the S ta lin is ts  have been a tta c k in g  Ger
m an im p e ria lism  as w e ll as A llie d  im p e ria lism  and 
now they have launched a cam paign aga ins t the 
M un ich  men in  the E ng lish  cab inet and fo r  a peo
ple's governm ent to continue the s tru g g le  aga inst 
H itle r .

I t  m ay  no t be long before the S ta lin is ts  w i l l  d is 
cover th a t there has been such a change in  the con
s titu t io n  o f the E ng lish  governm ent th a t to  sup po rt 
the “ dem ocracies”  aga inst H it le r  w i l l  become the 
sacred d u ty  o f the w o rk in g  masses.

N O T  S A ID  N O W
“ W a r b ring s  m any co lla te ra l d isasters. F reedom  of 

speech, freedom  o f the press, suffer. W e th in k  we 
sha ll be w iser and cooler the  next tim e, i f  the re  is 
one; and we shan’t . ” — E d ito r ia l,  New  Y o rk  T IM E S , 
A u g u s t 9, 1929.

* # *
Says Raym ond C lapper: "W e are in  a m ost serious 

cris is. W e do n o t know  a t w h a t m om ent Japan w i l l  
s tr ik e  a t the N etherlands E as t Ind ies, and menace 
o u r supply o f rubber and tin . I f  th a t action comes, 
we sha ll have to  decide a t once, w ith in  a few  hours, 
w h e the r to  f ig h t o r  to accept a M un ich  in  the F a r  
E as t.”  Step r ig h t  up, boys, w ho ’ll  be the f ir s t  dam foo l 
to  r is k  h is sk in  fo r  some rubber and t in  ?


