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FRENCH ‘DEMOCRATS’ TURN FASCIST
Communist I n t ’l  P re p a rin g  to Abandon " A n t i” -W ar P o licy; 
We M ust F ig h t Its  Support o f  W a ll Street’s Im peria lism

O nly Workers Can 
Protect Freedom

B y F E L IX  M O RRO W
■Panic-stricken by the consequences o f the 

S ta lin -H itle r  pact w h ich  so enorm ously fa c ilita te d  
Germ an im peria lism 's  conquest o f Europe, the 
K re m lin  is em bark ing  on a new o rie n ta tio n — to ­
w a rd  an alliance w ith  the im p e ria lis t enemies o f 
G erm an im peria lism , above a ll w ith  the U n ited  
States.

A s  always in its  ba rga in ing  w ith  the im p e ria l­
is t  powers, the K re m lin  is o ffe rin g  the services of 
the  C om m unist In te rn a tio n a l to those whom  i t  
woos. F rom  1935 u n til A ugust, 1939, the K re m lin  
sold the C om inte rn to  " th e  dem ocracies": then i t  
sold the C om inte rn  to  H it le r  a long w ith  o il and 
manganese; and now i t  is o ffe ring  the services o f 
th is  c o rru p t p ro s titu te  to  A m erican im peria lism .

Each tim e  the C om in te rn  is offered up fo r  
sale to  the im p e ria lis ts  by the K re m lin ’s ambas­
sadors, the p r iva te  nego tia tions are accompanied 
p u b lic ly  by a de libera te ly-crea ted atm osphere o f 
confusion, o f m ix in g  the old line  w ith  the new fo r  
m onths, so th a t  the C om m unist p a r ty  ra n k  and 
file  cannot see w h a t is happening. The w ay fo r  
the  new line  is paved by a series o f h in ts  w h ich  
appear buried in  the S ta lin is t press am id shout­
in g  a long the old line; there is no e x p lic it  an­
nouncem ent o f the new line as i t  is b rough t 
m ore and m ore to  the fo re ; f in a lly  step by step 
i t  replaces the old line  a ltoge ther. Thus, step by 
step, the deceived ran k  and file  o f the p a r ty  is 
m aneuvered fro m  one rou l line to  a new one.

T h is  tim e  the S ta lin is t leaders are ce rta in  to  
be m ore cautious than  ever in  sw itch ing  to the 
new line, fo r  now they m ust ge t th e ir  fo llow ers 
to  leave an avowedly a n ti-w a r line  fo r  a line o f 
suppo rt o f A m erican  im p e ria lism ’s fo re ign  po licy  
— and th a t po licy, every ch ild  knows, is a w a r­
m a k in g  po licy  w hether th a t w a r po licy  is ca rried  
ou t by A m erican  im peria lism  and her ca p ita lis t 
sa te llite s  alone o r w hethe r th a t p o licy  is also

supported by the K rem lin . Fo llow ers o f the K re m ­
lin  in  1935-1939 could s t i l l  be deluded to believe 
th a t "co llec tive  s e cu rity ”  was a “ peace p o lic y ” ; 
they can scarcely be persuaded to  accept th a t a t 
th is  stage o f the w a r! Th is d iff ic u lty  imposes 
extrem e caution on the S ta lin is t leadership in  
p u ttin g  over the new line.

New Line Tried On the Youth
The m ost e x p lic it s ta tem ent so fa r  o f the la te s t 

tu rn  was made S atu rday m orn ing , J u ly  6, a t the 
A m erican  Y ou th  Congress, by Mac Weiss, head 
o f the Y oung C om m unist League. The perplexed 
delegates— the vas t m a jo r ity  o f them  young Y C L  
and CP members o r sym path ize rs— prepared in 
th e ir  lo ca lities  fo r  the Congress along the “ iso la­
t io n is t”  and "p a c if is t”  line, suddenly heard Weiss 
declare;

“ The people o f the U.S. m ust co llabora te  
w ith  Russia to stop H itle r .  I  w a n t to  associate 
m yse lf w ith  the  g rea t mass o f A m erican  peo­
ple who feel th a t  the conquests o f H it le r  repre­
sent a serious menace to  the U n ited  S tates.’’ 

N o n-S ta lin is ts  im m ed ia te ly  pressed W eiss fo r  
an exp lanation  o f his change o f line. A l l  th a t 
Weiss could lam e ly  say was: " I f  there is a 
change o f line, perhaps the exp lanation  should 
come fro m  those w ho once favo red  a m ora l em­
bargo aga inst Russia and now fa v o r sending 
Russia tools and m ach inery .”

A n  e x tra o rd in a ry  a rgum en t! The K re m lin ’s 
fo re ig n  po licy  according to  W eiss is in  the hands 
o f the W h ite  House! Roosevelt’s release o f some 
tools and m ach inery  prev ious ly  ordered by Russia 
bu t held up, is enough to  cause a reo rien ta tion  o f 
the K re m lin — and o f the C om intern.

W eiss’ s ta tem ent was perp lex ing, however, on ly 
to  his own fo llow ers. O thers had noted the be­
g inn ings o f a new tu rn  in  the reso lu tion  on fo r ­

eign po licy  w h ich  had been in troduced by the 
S ta lin is t fra c tio n  and w h ich  the Y o u th  Congress 
adopted (o f course) by a vote o f 384 to  19.

Instead o f a reso lu tion  a long the line  o f recent 
S ta lin is t a g ita tio n — one w h ich  w ould declare un­
a lte rab le  opposition to  any w a r engaged in  by a 
c a p ita lis t governm ent o f the U n ited  States, a 
denuncia tion o f Roosevelt’s "n a tio n a l defense”  
program , etc.— the S ta lin is t tops in troduced a 
reso lu tion  w h ich  said:

“ We declare ou r readiness to  con tribu te  to 
the m axim um  our energies, our services and 
I F  N E E D  B E  O UR L IV E S  to  the  g re a t task  
o f D E F E N D IN G  O UR C O U N TR Y  and our 
dem ocra tic  r ig h ts  against any a tta c k  o f ene­
m ies fro m  w ith o u t and against any be tra ya l 
fro m  w ith in , as in  F rance.”

A lth o u g h  con tinu ing  a  pe rfu n c to ry  opposition 
to  com pulsory m il ita ry  tra in in g , the reso lu tion 
declared th a t you th  w ou ld  m ake the sacrifice re ­
qu ired by w a r "o n ly  in  a ju s t cause.”  S ta lin  and 
Roosevelt, o r Roosevelt’s sucessor, w i l l  n a tu ra lly  
de term ine th a t “ ju s t  cause.”

I t  is ty p ic a l o f the h yp ocritica l and dece itfu l 
S ta lin is t m ethod o f chang ing po litica l lines th a t 
the S ta lin is t sho rt and casual re p o rt on the 
adoption o f th is  reso lu tion (Sunday W orker, Ju ly  
7), docs no t quote the key  paragraphs w h ich  we 
have quoted fro m  the reso lution.

First Hints of the New Line
The f irs t  h in t o f the new line  came on June 16, 

when France asked fo r  the arm istice. W hereupon 
Is rae l A m te r, addressing the Y C L  convention 
th a t day, declared th a t the K re m lin ’s occupation 
o f the B a ltic  countries “ is also fu r th e r in g  the 
in te rests  o f the w o rke rs  o f F rance and the rest 
o f Europe by weakening H itle r 's  position  on his 
eastern f ro n t ."  (D a ily  W 'orkcr, June 17).

Three days la te r  W ill ia m  Z. F oste r gave the 
next h in t. F o r seven m onths the C om inte rn  press 
— in  the dem ocra tic countries— had been denounc­
in g  the idea o f suppo rting  the defense o f a cap i­
ta lis t  coun try . F oster h im se lf had been w r it in g  
l i t t le  hom ilies about the resp on s ib ility  o f a ll cap i­
ta lism s fo r  w a r and th a t  socialism  is the on ly  
w ay out. Now, suddenly, F oste r offered “ a p ro ­
gram  o f na tiona l defense" as opposed to  th a t of 
Roosevelt. The m ain  po in t was the demand fo r  a 
“  ’peoples’ dem ocra tic governm ent.”  F oste r re ­
called: “ The Com m unists a lw ays vote to  fu rn ish  
arm s to  such dem ocra tic  governm ents, as in the 
cases o f the  f irs t  popu lar f ro n t  governm ent in  
France, and the dem ocra tic people’s governm ents 
o f Spain, China, M exico, C h ile and Cuba.”  (D a ily  
W orker, June 20).

Foster Recalls Roosevelt Support
T his was the f irs t  tim e  in seven m onths th a t 

any S ta lin is t spokesman had recalled the a w k ­
w ard  fa c t th a t the S ta lin is ts  had voted arm s to 
D a lad ie r-B lum . F o u r days la te r F os te r recalled 
another fa c t unm entioned fo r  seven m onths. He 
asked the question: “ Doesn 't Roosevelt’s p ro -w ar 
po licy show th a t the C om m unist P a rty  was w rong  
in g iv in g  support to the New D e a l? ”  A nd  he 
answered:

“ O ur P a r ty  had to back up such tendencies 
as the Roosevelt governm ent was then show ing 
tow ards a po licy  o f co llective  secu rity  and 
m ore dem ocra tic re la tions w ith  the countries 
o f L a tin  A m erica . T h is  in  sp ite  o f the  fa c t th a t 
Roosevelt was then and is now a defender o f 
cap ita lism . He has today com ple te ly abandoned 
his re fo rm  prog ram  and is p ro m o tin g  an im ­
p e ria lis t w a r po licy. W h a t our P a r ty  supported 
was n o t Roosevelt’s cap ita lism , b u t the pro- 

( Continued on Page 2)

Behind the Lines
Hints of Appeasement Begin to Come From 

Roosevelt's Horse's Mouth
 by  G EORGE S T E R N  -

The m ain  effects o f H itle r 's  
E uropean v ic to ries  on U.S. im ­
p e r ia lis t s tra te g y  are a lready 
qu ite  p la in . The r iv a lry  w ith  Jap ­
an fo r  dom ina tion  o f the P acific  
a rea has had to  be abandoned, in  
deed i f  no t in w ord. The A tla n tic , 
n o t the Pacific, has become the 
focus o f U.S. w a r s tra tegy. F in a l­
ly , aga ins t the day when U.S. im ­
pe ria lism  w i l l  have to f ig h t its  
r iv a ls  bo th  in  A s ia  and in  Europe 
fo r  w o rld  dom ination , th is  coun­
t r y  w i l l  have to  p lay  somehow fo r  
tim e, fo r  tim e  enough to  bu ild  
the  m onster two-ocean flee t and 
a ir  fo rce  i t  needs to  meet these 
fo rm id ab le  riva ls  o f tom orrow .

Consequently we need no t 
share the astonishm ent and 
consterna tion  o f the  lib e ra l 
know -no th ings  when h in ts  o f 
appeasement begin to  emanate 
fro m  the sacred po rta ls  o f 
Roosevelt’s own p r iv a te  offices. 
L a s t S atu rday m orn ing  Steph­
en E a rly , the  pres identia l sec­
re ta ry , th re w  a group o f news­
paper correspondents in to  com ­
ple te  confusion when he relayed 
w h a t he said were some notions 
o f the  president about the M on­
roe D octrine . The U.S. d id  not 
w an t, he said, to  “ in te rfe re ”  
w ith  te r r ito r ia l se ttlem ents  in 
A sia  and Europe a ris ing  ou t o f 
the  w a r. L e t  the countries of 
Europe se ttle  th e ir  te r r ito r ia l 
problem s and the countries of 
A s ia , the irs .

A s  the newspapers genera lly  
po in ted ou t the ne x t day, th is  
seemed to  be saying th a t Europe 
should be le f t  to  G erm any and 
A s ia  to Japan, w h ile  th is  hem i­
sphere w ou ld  be le f t  to  the U.S. 
and eve ry th in g  w ould be smooth 
and happy. T h is  smacked like  
C ham berla in  - D a lad ie r appease­
m en t pro jected on a fa r  vaste r 
scale.

The p res iden tia l s ta tem ent 
was a t such variance w ith  the 
fo rm a l po licy s t i l l  expressed by 
H u ll,  especially w ith  respect to 
the  F a r  East (Indoch ina  and 
the  D u tch  E a s t Ind ies) th a t 
E a r ly  ne x t day clouded over his 
prev ious rem a rks  a l i t t le  b it  by

saying he had fa iled  to  stress 
another p res iden tia l p o in t: th a t 
a il th is  had to  be done “ co­
op e ra tive ly ”  and no t by m e th ­
ods o f conquest. T h is  d id  no t 
change ve ry  m uch and observ­
ers here, as w e ll as in  B e rlin  
and Tokyo, were fu l ly  en titled  
to  wonder ju s t  w ha t Roosevelt 
was a c tu a lly  th in k in g  about 
and w hethe r th is  new line  of 
po licy  is soon to  replace the 
present one, in  fo rm  as w e ll as 
practice.

A c tu a lly  the inc iden t would 
seem ra th e r to  re flec t the very 
real confusion th a t m ust ex is t 
both in  W ash ing ton and in  W a ll 
S tree t about the course th a t has 
to  be pursued r ig h t  now in the 
sphere o f fo re ig n  po licy. They 
know  they have to  d iscount the 
defeat o f B r ita in . They know  they 
dare no t move aga inst Japan. 
They know  th a t they  m ay have 
to  compete w ith  H it le r  fo r  S ta l­
in ’s pa rtnersh ip  before ve ry  long. 
They also know  th a t they need 
a t the least tw o  years— more 
p robab ly five— to a rm  themselves 
adequately enough fo r  the big 
jobs they have set fo r  themselves 
in  the fu tu re .

A t  the same tim e  they have 
to  face the fa c t th a t they  m ay 
no t have so m uch tim e, th a t 
they m ay no t be able to  d ic ­
ta te  t ile  c ircum stances o r the 
tem po of the ra p id ly  un fo ld ing  
w orld  s trugg le , th a t a decision 
m ay be forced upon them  one 
w ay o r another before they aro 
m eady fo r  it .

I t  m ust have been ou t o f a 
conversation a long these lines 
th a t the R ooseve lt-E arly  rem arks 
emerged. They re flec t the process 
o f change ra th e r than any defin­
ite change th a t has a lready taken 
place. The fa c t th a t Rcoseve't, 
upon re tu rn in g  to  W ashington 
fro m  Hyde P ark , called the Com ­
m ander-in -ch ie f o f the fleet back 
fro m  H a w a ii and consulted w ith  
the ch ie f o f s ta ff o f the armed 
forces in  the Philipp ines, showed 
th a t these problem s are s t i l l  be­
in g  weighed fro m  a ll angles.

GOV'T TAKING  
APPLICATIONS IN 
JOB-TRAINING

"Locked-Out" 
Generation Flood 
Employment Stations

O ver 5,000 w o rkers  attem pted 
to reg is te r here M onday fo r  gov­
e rnm ent - con tro lled  tra in in g  in  
the sk illed  trades. A l l  the unem ­
ployed were tu rned  aw ay and 
only/ those now -working in m a­
chine shops were pe rm itte d  to  
reg ister.

Courses in  auto and av ia tion  
mechanics, w e ld ing , sheet m eta l 
w o rk , rad io  and p a tte rn  m ak ing  
were to s ta r t  th is  week, as p a r t 
o f the federa l d rive  to  tra in  addi­
tio n a l sk illed  w o rke rs  fo r  w a r in ­
dustries.

The en tire  p ro je c t is p a r t  o f 
the p rogram  o f the N a tio n a l De­
fense Com m ission and is being 
financed by a $1,000,000 federal 
appropria tion . The p ro je c t is un ­
der the fo rm a l supervision o f the 
federa l Bureau of Education, but 
is to be adm in is tered in  the d if ­
fe re n t loca lities  by the state, 
county and c ity  Boards of Educa­
tion .

D a ily  newspapers carried  m is­
lead ing stories th a t the bu lk  of 
the tra inees are to  come from  
the unemployed. A cco rd ing  to the 
sta tem ents o f the offic ia ls in 
charge o f the re g is tra tio n  in New 
Y ork , however, the unemployed 
w il l  be the la s t g roup  to be ad­
m itted , and in the sm allest p ro ­
portion . The f irs t  g roup  to  be ad­
m itted  arc those w o rk in g  a t p re­
sent in  machine shops. The sec­
ond w i l l  be taken fro m  o ther 
shops w h ich  use power m ach in­
ery. The th ird  group are those 
who are employed in  any indus­
try , and who have had previous 
experience in  one o f the f irs t  two 
categories. The unemployed come 
last.

In  New Y o rk , w h ich  is the f ir s t  
c ity  to  ge t the p rog ram  under 
way, re g is tra tio n  takes place a t 
131 L iv in g s to n  S treet, B rook lyn . 
Unem ployed w o rkers  m ust reg is­
te r  f ir s t  w ith  the S tate E m p loy ­
m en t Service and w ill be notified  
when they  w i l l  be adm itted .

Demand Decent Pay 
For 'Defense' Jobs!

Hearings o f the Senate M ilita ry  A ffa irs Committee on 
the compulsory m ilitary training bill introduced in the 
Senate by Democrat Burke and in the House by Republican 
Wadsworth, have so far developed one difference of 
opinion.

The bill provides for paying conscripts $5 a month for 
the eight months o f training, and an array o f big business­
men and militarists have insisted that this provision should 
stand.

Typical of these gentlemen is Julius Ochs Adler, owner 
of the New York Times who, these days, is always re­
ferred to by the title o f “ colonel.'’ Colonel Adler was 
shocked at the idea that anybody wouldn't think $5 a month 
was enough: “ patriotism,” etc., etc.

Others, and it may be that the Arm y w ill take this posi­
tion when its representatives appear at the hearings, say 
the conscripts should get the prevailing army pay of $21 a 
month.

So thats the difference o f opinion among these gentle­
men: $5 or $21 a month for an eight month period of 
m ilitary service;

A t least one million skilled mechanics are going to be 
taken away from their civilian jobs and put to work in 
the ground crews for the air force. In the case of these men 
the government cannot even pretend that they are going 
to learn a trade during the conscription period. The men 
w ill be doing work along their usual line— except that they 
will get $5 a month for it, or maybe $21 a month.

'l'he government w ill be repeating here what it is already 
doing with W RA workers: putting them to work at the 
W RA coolie wages doing tasks which, under the regular 
civil service statutes and the Walsh-Healey Act, would have 
to be paid for at trade union wage-scales.

The government is behaving like the worst chiselling 
boss.

Labor must answer:

A ll work on the “ defense”  program must be done at trade 
union wage-scales and under trade union conditions!

A $30 weekly minimum for all workers conscripted un­
der the defense program 1

STALINISTS IN 
ALIBI HUNT FOR 
TROTSKY ATTACK

C.P. Members Acted 
"Personally/' Says 
C.P. Statement

M E X IC O  C IT Y , J u ly  3— S ta lin ­
is t s tra te g y  in  d isc la im ing  re ­
spo ns ib ility  fo r  the a ttem pted  as­
sassination o f Leon T ro ts k y  and 
the m urde r o f T ro ts k y ’s secre­
ta ry , R obert Sheldon H a rte , th is  
week takes the  fo llo w in g  fo rm s :

1. T h a t those found responsible 
are (a) no t members o f the  Com ­
m un is t p a r ty  o r (b ) those who 
are members o f the C om m unist 
p a r ty  were in  the  a tta c k  pu re ly  
as ind iv iduals.

T h is  line  of defense Is fo rm u ­
lated in  the la te s t o ffic ia l s ta te ­
m ent o f the C om m unist p a r ty  o f 
M exico, a dec la ra tion  o f its  po­
li t ic a l buro, in  its  organ, “ La  Voz 
de M exico,” June 30, as fo llow s: 

“ D avid A lfa ro  S iqueiros, who 
appears to  be responsible fo r  
the  assault, is not a m ember o f 
the  C om m unist p a rty  o f M ex­
ico. N e ithe r are [S ique iros ’ 
aides] A n to n io  P u jo l, or Lu is  
and Leopoldo A  renal.

“ The declarations o f those 
under a rre s t establish c le a rly  
th e ir  personal resp on s ib ility ; 
bu t no t th a t o f the C om m unist 
p a rty .”

2. Defense o f the ipnocence of 
D avid  Serrano and Lu is  M ateos 
M artinez , tw o of those arrested, 
and tw o  whom by no s tre tch  of 
fac ts  can the C om m unist p a r ty  
d iscla im , fo r  Serrano is a m em ber 
o f its  C entra l C om m ittee  and 
M artin ez  a figu re  am ong the 
teachers.

The same issue o f “ La  Voz de 
M exico”  carries a lis t o f S ta lin is t-  
con tro lled  o rgan iza tions w h ich 
have protested to the governm ent 
aga inst im prisonm en t o f Serrano 
and M artin e z  because “ there  has 
no t been established th e ir  p a r­
tic ip a tio n  in the assault.”

T h is  p a rt o f the  S ta lin is t 
s tra te g y  m ay be in the process 
o f being abandoned, fo r  the 
June 80 s ta tem ent o f the po­
li t ic a l buro does not even m en­
tio n  by nam e M a rtin e z  and 

(Continued on Page 3)

"Liberty, Equality, Fraternity" Thrown 
Overboard W ithout a Splash, Teaching 
Us Not to Trust Boss Politicians

The “ stout defenders of democracy” are the latest recruits 
to fascism.

A hastily-scrawled constitution was put through an assem­
bly o f docile Deputies and Senators at Vichy on July 9.

By this simple act the Republic of "L iberty, Equality, and 
Fraternity" was erased from the political map o f the continent.

The men who have taken the lead in turning France into 
a fascist country are the same who only a few weeks ago 
were among those hailed the world over as the Horatios at 
the bridge o f western civilization.

Retain was the soldier-hero who came out of retirement 
at his country’s call in the struggle fo r freedom and democ- 
— -------------------------------------- Tracy. Wevgand was.the mili-

LYNCH MOB 
LEADERS NAMED, 
TERROR REIGNS

The N a tion a l Associa tion fo r  
the. Advancem ent o f Colored Peo­
ple has placed before P resident 
Roosevelt and the  D e pa rtm en t o f 
Justice  a l is t  o f the names o f the 
mob who drove a num ber of 
p r o m i n e n t  Negroes o u t  o f 
B row nsv ille , Tennessee, fo llow ing  
the lyn ch in g  o f E lb e r t W illiam s , 
83-year old la u n d ry  firem an, 
N egro leader o f a  “ reg is te r and 
vote”  drive.

The names o f the mob leaders 
include tw o  bank offic ia ls, several 
police officers, a sta te  h ighw ay 
com m issioner, and several m er­
chants. W illia m s ’ body was found 
in  a r iv e r  near B ro w n sv ille  on 
Sunday, June 28. There were tw o 
wounds in  his chest, his head was 
ba tte red and beaten to tw ice  its  
norm al size, h is arm s and fee t 
were tied  w ith  a rope and his 
body was w e igh ted  down by a 
heavy log tied  around his neck. 
Tw o o th e r v ic tim s , both riddled 
w ith  bu lle ts were found la te r, 
ne ithe r as y e t identified.

I t  is reported th a t e igh t o ther 
Negroes are m issing.

B row nsv ille  is the coun ty  seat 
o f Haywood coun ty  and Negroes, 
who cons titu te  th ree -fou rths  o f 
the cou n ty ’s popu lation, have no t 
voted since 1884.

S he riff Got W illia m s
The N .A .A .C .P . in ves tiga tion  

shows th a t on the n ig h t o f June 
16 a group o f w h ite  men, headed 
by S he riff H un te r, called a t W il­
liam s' home. W hen M rs. W illia m s  
answered the door, H u n te r to ld  
her to  te ll her husband to step to 
the door. W illia m s  came to the 
door dressed in  his pajam as. 
H u n te r to ld  h im  th a t he was 
wanted a t the ja i l  fo r  question­
in g  and led his prisoner to a 
w a it in g  autom obile . One o f the 
gang, upon leaving tu rned  to M rs. 
W illia m s  and in fo rm ed her: "T h is  
is the la s t tim e  y o u 'll see th a t 
n. . . . ;  w e’re go in ' t ’ k i l l  ’ im !"

F e a rfu l o f her husband’s life  
the wom an fo llow ed the au tom o­
bile u n t il i t  was o u t o f s ig h t and 
then w ent to  the tow n ja il.  She 
was to ld  th a t W illia m s  was not 
there b u t th a t he w ou ld  “ lik e ly  
tu rn  up la te r.”  He did, dead, a t 
the bo ttom  o f the rive r.

H u n te r now cla im s th a t he took 
the prisoner to ja i l  where, a fte r  
three hours o f questioning, W il­
liam s was released. “ He s ta rted  
tow ards home; th a t ’s a ll I  know ," 
the she riff claims.

Reign o f T e rro r
Negroes have been forb idden to 

ga the r in groups in  B row nsville , 
even fo r  church services, and the 
Rev. B uste r W a lk e r o f the Bap­
t is t  church was chased ou t o f 
tow n sh o rtly  a fte r  the lynchings. 
W a lk e r inourred the m ob’s w ra th  
by speaking fa vo ra b ly  o f N egro 
suffrage.

tary genius who all but bared 
his breast to the legions o f the 
modern Attila. Pierre Laval 
was the man— you remember 
— who went to Moscow in
1935 and there made the his­
to r ic  pact w ith  S ta lin  w h ich  was 
to insure western Europe aga inst 
the menace o f Fascism.

N ow  They T e ll
In  our newspapers now we are 

a ll read ing long and deta iled ac­
counts o f w ha t v illa in s  these men 
re a lly  arc. W e arc being to ld  how 
they and th e ir  associates v e r it ­
ab ly  de livered F rance in to  the 
hands o f the enemy. They are— 
we now learn— no th in g  b u t t r a i­
to rs  and saboteurs.

B u t on ly  a few  weeks ago the 
same newspapers to ld  us they  
were heroes, m ig h ty  figh te rs  un­
der the banner o f democracy, men 
who were ready to g ive  th e ir  a ll 
to keep the dread iro n  heel o f 
fascism  fro m  crush ing  o u t the 
he ritage  o f " l ib e r ty ”  in  Europe.

“ Dem ocracy”  W as A  L ie
B o th  these versions are lies. 

P o litic ia ns  and generals are no th ­
in g  bu t the servants o f the class 
th a t rules. U p  to  yeste rday the 
bosses o f F rance were pleased to 
use the f ic tio n a l in s ign ia  o f "L ib ­
e rty , E q u a lity  and F ra te rn ity ”  to 
conceal th e ir  naked power. Now 
th ings  have changed. H a v ing  
been defeated by a m ore po w e rfu l 
r iv a l they adap t themselves to 
h im  and th e ir  f ir s t  m ethod is to 
change the fo rm  o f th e ir  rule. I t  
is easy enough fo r  them  to erase 
L ib e rty , E qu a lity , and F ra te rn ity  
fro m  th e ir  p o lit ic a l m anuals. 
They were never a n y th in g  b u t 
w ords to them.

N ow  we can see w h a t a th in  
tissue o f ly in g  phrases fo rm s the 
rea l con tent o f c a p ita lis t democ­
racy so fa r  as the cap ita lis ts  are 
concerned! A t  one s troke  they 
brush them  aw ay and the F rench 
cap ita lis ts , pro tected fro m  the de­
ceived and betrayed masses by 
the legions o f H ille r , begin to  ru le  
w ith o u t a ll the m um m ery o f p a r­
liam en ts  and hot a ir  about free ­
dom.

The Great Lesson
The lesson fo r  w o rke rs  every­

w h e re -  and above a ll in  the 
U n ited  S tates — is once more 
not tru s t  boss po litic ian s  and boss 
c le a rly  ta u g h t by events: we can- 
governm ents to  assure us free­
dom. Unless we ac t f ir s t  to  se­
cure and pro tect our own freedom  
and economic w e ll-be ing and se­
c u r ity , we leave the cap ita lis ts  
free a t any tim e  it  su its  th e ir  in ­
te res t ao clap us in to  the  chains 
o f Fascism .

The F rench w o rke rs  were to ld  
th a t revo lu tion  w ou ld  open the 
w ay to H itle r . They le t the bosses 
s tay  in  power. They g o t H itle r . 
They go t Fascism. A nd  they go t 
h im  a fte r  they were rendered 
helpless to  resist. T h a t is w h a t we 
have go t to understand and a c t 
upon before i t  its  too late.

SEE E D IT O R IA L  
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Republican France is now Fascist France.



W rite  to us— te ll us w h a t’s go ing  on in  you r part of the 
labo r movement— w hat are the w orkers  th in k in g  about f — te ll 
us w hat the bosses are up to— and the G-men and the local cops—  
and the S ta lin is ts— send us that s tory the cap ita lis t press d idn 't 
p r in t and that s to ry  they buried o r  distorted-—our pages are open 
to you. Le tte rs must ca rry  name and address, but indicate i f  you  
do not w ant you r name printed.

fCom m unist' I n t ' l  Prepares to 
Change Its " A n t i” -W ar P o licy

Describe Workers' 
Sentiment In Buffalo

E d ito r :
I f  you can be sure o f any gen­

era l op in ion a t a ll today i t  is th a t 
the  vast m a jo r ity  o f poor people 
do no t w a n t to go to  w ar. (Need­
less to  say, there are m ore poor 
th a n  r ic h ). How  m any men are 
say ing  th a t th e ir  linge rs  itc h  to 
ge t hold o f a gun and shoot the 
" d ir t y  G erm ans" ? W ith  a ll the 
unem ploym ent, the po ve rty  and 
g ra y  desolation th a t so m any 
people have to  endure, you'd th in k  
a lo t o f them  m ig h t fa l l  fo r  
the  lies about the adventure in a 
w a r —or maybe the y  m ig h t de­
cide th a t jo in in g  the a rm y  would 
be a good w ay to com m it suicide 
and ge t a d o lla r a day besides . . . 
w h ile  they lived.

Yes, you would th in k  th is . B u t 
they  d o n 't en lis t. The fa c t is the 
fac t.

A  lo t o f people don 't even th in k  
the U.S. is go ing to  w ar. They 
th in k  we o f the SW P are a g ita ­
to rs  o r w e ll-m ean ing  troub le ­
m akers. W orkers  who are Repub­
licans o r Dem ocrats say th a t o f 
course they are opposed to  go ing 
to  w ar. B u t they are sure th a t 
th e ir  “ leaders" w ill “ keep us ou t.”  
They m ay no t know  ju s t w h y  
w a rs  are fough t, bu t nearly  ev­
e ry  w o rke r agrees th a t i t  is no t 
r ig h t  th a t men should f ig h t and 
die fo r  c iga re tte  m oney w h ile  a 
few  coupon-clippers m ake m il­
lions.

N o t more- than one w o rk e r in 
ten ac tu a lly  refuses the Appeal 
once i t  is expla ined to h im  th a t 
the  paper is “ aga inst the. govern­
m en t— aga inst the governm ent's 
w a r— aga inst the com pulsory ser­
vice act (w ith  the $5 a m onth 
p lan fo r  single m en )— against dy ­
in g  fo r  the m illio n a ire s —fo r  a 
w o rke rs ’ a rm y  fo r  rea l home de­
fense— fo r  the w o rk in g  'people, 
fo r  the freedom  o f slave colonies 
fro m  a ll the w ar-m akers , inc lud ­
in g  the U n ited  S tates." I  say on ly 
one w o rke r in ten refuses. I t  is 
tru e  th a t no t m ore than  tw o  o r 
th ree  ou t o f five  a c tu a lly  pay fo r  
the paper. B u t o f these some do­
nate more than a n ickel.

The la s t tw o  weeks o f house to 
house and fa c to ry  d is tr ic t  cam ­
pa ign ing, we have taken g rea t 
care to emphasize th a t we are 
no t on ly  “ a n ti-w a r” — bu t “ a n t i­
governm ent.”  H a rd ly  a n y o n e  
seems shocked a t th is . A  lo t  o f 
people seem to  know  by now th a t 
you cou ldn ’t  be re a lly  aga inst 
w ar, w ith o u t also being aga inst 
the  governm ent th a t makes the 
w a r. The m ain d ifference between 
us and the average w o rk e r we 
con tact is his unbelie f th a t the 
governm ent th a t he tru s ts  could 
take  h im  in to  a fo re ign  w ar.

Perhaps in  o the r cities, where 
the labo r m ovem ent is s tronger, 
w o rke rs  are m ore w a ry  o f th is  
w a r, and more skep tica l o f the 
leaders in c lud in g  labor "leaders.”  
i t  m ust no t be fo rg o tte n  th a t 
B u ffa lo  has no t gone th rou gh  the 
1937 days th a t D e tro it  did. In  
B u ffa lo  class lines are s t i l l  hazy. 
B u t the w o rkers  are no less in ­
te llig e n t here tha n  elsewhere. 
A nd  no less brave. A nd when 
the y  fu l ly  rea lize th a t they  are 
on one side, and the bosses are

on the o th e r— when they  fu lly  
realize th a t the m ain  enemy is a t 
home, they w ill be an unstoppable 
force;.

Th is is the p ic tu re  as we see i t  
in B uffa lo.

M em bers-a t-Large
B uffa lo , N .Y.

"N egro" Is A ll Right, 
But Not "Question"

M ay I  m ake a few  com m ents 
on the question concern ing the 
chang ing o f the t i t le  o f you r co l­
umn, “ The Negro Q ue s tion ": I  
believe th a t there is an over-ex­
aggerated fe a r on the p a rt o f the 
Comrades who hesitate to  ca ll the 
Negro, Negro. I  believe th a t the 
examples cited by those who ob­
je c t to  the use o f the te rm  is bu t 
the exception th a t proves the 
rule. In  the periodica ls and press 
o f the Negro the te rm  Negro 
heads the lis t  in  usage. You are 
co rrec t in  you r la te s t column 
(June 22) in  observing th is  fac t. 
. . .  In  D e tro it  recen tly  the N eg­
roes held an exposition w h ich  was 
to  p o rtra y  the progress o f the 
Negro race. A  num ber o f Negro 
ce lebrities d ire c tly  pa rtic ip a ted  in 
its  p repa ra tion . The E xpos ition  
was run e n tire ly  by Negroes and 
the name they chose to advertise 
th is  a ffa ir  to  the w o rld  was: "75 
Y E A R S  OE NEG RO  PROGRESS 
E X P O S IT IO N .”  I  was fo rtu n a te  
(re a lly  un fo rtuna te  fro m  the f in ­
ancia l po in t o f v iew ) to  have a 
concession in  th is  E xpos ition . I  
spoke to  innum erab le Negroes 
and the te rm  N egro  -w a s  used — 
E X C L U S IV E L Y . To change th is  
te rm  w ou ld  be a m is take  in  m y 
opinion. The use o f the word 
“ question”  is qu ite  another th ing . 
I t  should in  m y  opin ion be 
changed. To w h a t?  To “ The 
N egro S trug g le .”  F o r th a t ’s p re ­
c ise ly w h a t i t  is, th e ir  STRUG­
G LE . T h e ir “ question”  is the 
same as the question as the en­
t ire  w o rk in g  class. B u t th e ir  
S trugg le  takes on d iffe re n t form s, 
is m ore varied, re fle c ting  th e ir  
p a rtic u la r s ta tus  in  the home 
coun try  and in  the colonies.

I  en joy read ing yo u r colum n 
ve ry  much. Keep up w ith  the 
good w o rk .
D e tro it, M ich. L .B .

(Continued fro m  Page 1) 
gresslve measures and concessions in his p ro ­
g ram .”  (D A IL Y  W O R K E R , June 24).

W hy  should F oster reca ll th is  ? F o r no o ther 
reason than to pave the w ay fo r  again suppo rting  
Roosevelt o r h is successor.

Browder Reprints 
Embargo Demand!

Three days la te r came a  re a lly  broad h in t, in  
the fo rm  o f the re p r in t in g  by the D a ily  W orker, 
June 27, o f an a rtic le  by E a r l B row der dated 
O ctober 11, 1938, i.e., when the C om inte rn  had 
been on the "peoples’ f ro n t ”  line. The a rtic le  in ­
cludes, am ong others, these s ig n ifica n t (pa ra - 
graphs:

"T hus  the menace o f fascism , h ith e rto  con­
sidered by the U.S. as p r im a r ily  a European 
problem , becomes w o rld -w ide  and d ire c tly  
s tr ikes  aga inst the na tiona l in te rests o f the 
U .S.A. and aga inst A m erican  democracy. . . .

“ H it le r  has long been f ig h tin g  aga inst A m e r­
ica’s influence in  L a t in  A m erica  by means of 
economic and trade  w ar. U n ited S tates law s 
a lready provide weapons o f economic self-de­
fense against such aggression by means o f 
ra is ing  customs duties o r p lac ing an em bargo 
on trade  w ith  the  offending nation . These laws 
have not been applied to  H it le r  G erm any. A  
mass demand fo r  an em bargo against H it le r  
G erm any m ust be raised, w ith  m otives o f 
A m erican  self-defense pressed equa lly  w ith  
those o f s o lid a rity  w ith  the v ic tim s  o f v io len t 
aggression.”

W hy  is B row der’s demand fo r  governm enta l ac­
tion  aga inst G erm any rep rin ted  now? Because 
th a t w i l l  be the line  sho rtly . N o t m ere ly fo r  an 
em bargo now— th a t is a lready po in tless— b u t fo r  
the o n ly  fu r th e r  governm enta l action  possible—  
w ar.

The u n fo ld ing  of the new S ta lin is t line  has gone 
on, o f course, not on ly here bu t in  L a t in  A m erica  
and Europe. A s  a m a tte r  of fa c t the ve ry  f irs t  
h in t o f the new line  came in  Mexico, a m onth  
ago, when Lom bardo Toledano, f ro n t  fo r  the S ta l­
in is ts , suddenly made a p ro -A lly  speech a fte r  s ix  
m onths o f preach ing the S ta lin is t line  against 
the "dem ocracies.”

British Stalinists Now Pro-War
In  E ng land the new line is a lready much fa r ­

the r advanced than here. On June 22 the B r it is h  
C om m unist p a r ty  issued a m an ifesto w h ich  
dropped a ll m ention o f the “ stop the w a r now”  
slogan w h ich  p rev iously  had been the ch ie f slogan 
o f both the F rench and B r it is h  parties, and in ­
stead raised the c ry  fo r  ousting  o f a ll "M un ich -

" National Emergency' 
A Good Excuse 
For Anti-Labor Laws

m en” from  the governm ent, i.e., the fo rm a tio n  
o f a governm ent w h ich would fig h t the w a r to  the 
end. The m an ifesto was n a tu ra lly  adorned w ith  
the usual ’‘rad ica l”  em bro idery to make the de­
mand sound "re v o lu tio n a ry ,” - -  na tiona liza tion  o f 
in dus try , e tc .— bu t th a t they are m ere ly em bro id­
e ry  is ind ica ted by the dispatches from  London 
subsequently published in  the D a ily  W orker, re ­
p o rtin g  reso lutions adopted by the B r it is h  unions 
along the new line : a ll they ask fo r  a t bo ttom  is 
rem oval o f the Cham berla in w in g  o f the Con­
serva tive  pa rty .

In  a word, the C om inte rn is now being sold to  
the "dem ocracies”  again. T om orrow  the S ta lin is t 
spokesmen w ill be swearing th a t they have never 
changed. Tom orrow  ? Pardon me. A lre ad y  today. 
O akley Johnson w r it in g  on the c a p itu la tio n  of 
France, says: “ The Com m unists, on the con tra ry , 
fo u g h t lik e  tige rs  to stop H itle r , as they have 
been f ig h tin g  to stop h im  fo r  seven years. Thorez 
in  F rance— lik e  B row der in  the U.S., lik e  Thael- 
m ann in G erm any before 1933 - fo u g h t aga inst 
H itle r , against H it le r ’s appeasers, aga inst H it le r ’s 
im ita to rs .”  (Sunday W orke r, J u ly  7). And the 
day a fte r, O akley Johnson and s im ila r  h ire lings  
w ill swear th a t S ta lin  never made a pact w ith  
H it le r !

Fight the New Betrayal!
In  Europe, w here the coun te r-re vo lu tion a ry  

consequences o f the S ta lin -H itle r  pact and the 
C om inte rn  line i t  d ic ta ted were p la in  to  see, the 
best o f the m il ita n t  w o rkers  le ft  the S ta lin is t 
parties. In  Am erica, however, i t  was m a in ly  the 
pe tty-bourgeo is elem ents who then broke w ith  
the C om m unist p a r ty  under the pressure o f bour­
geois-dem ocratic opinion. On the o th e r hand the 
m il ita n t  w o rke rs  in  the p a rty  closed th e ir  eyes 
to  the pact and welcomed eagerly the “ a n t i-w a r” 
aspects o f the tu rn  aw ay fro m  the democracies. 
A t  least, they though t, the A m erican  Com m unist 
p a r ty  w i l l  f ig h t aga inst U.S. e n try  in to  the w a f.

N ow  these m ilita n ts  w i l l  have a rude aw aken­
ing. They w ill now be called upon to  abandon the 
"a n t i-w a r”  line  and adopt a line  suppo rting  
A m erican  im peria lism . The bureaucrats w i l l  w e l-

M cK E E S P O R T, Pa. —  The 
c ity  council has found the “ na­
tiona l defense”  em ergency to 
be a good excuse fo r  adop ting 
ten “ w a r-tim e ”  ordinances, an­
t i- la b o r to  the core, w h ich  the 
council’s own c ity  counsilor had 
advised were uncons titu tiona l.

The council fo llow ed the ad­
vice o f an A m erican  Legion 
spokesman who insisted th a t 
the ordinances be adopted “ re ­
gardless o f the con s titu tion .”

A m ong the ordinances are: 
pe rm its  fo r  pub lic  m eetings to 
be issued on ly  i f  the M ayor 
th in k s  the y  would “ not be de t­
rim e n ta l to  the pub lic  in te r­
ests” ; d is tr ib u to rs  o f leaflets 

m ust g ive police th e ir  f in g e r­
p r in ts  and B e rtillo n  m easure­
m ents; hotel and room ing  
house owners m ust give the po­
lice  a sho rt h is to ry  o f a ll non­
residents o f M cKeesport who 
rem ain in tow n m ore than  24 
hours.

Unforeseen ad d itiona l expenses o f pub lica tion , and de lay o f 
m any branches in  com p le ting  th e ir  quotas, have made i t  im pos­
sible to accum ulate the necessary reserve fund to  resume pub lica­
tion  o f the tw ice-a-w eek Appea 1 as planned. In  addition, a serious 
em ergency arose re q u ir in g  the p a r ty  to tu rn  its  a tte n tio n  to the 
so lu tion  o f an unexpected problem  re q u irin g  la rge  expenditures. 
F o r these reasons the N a tion a l C om m ittee  has been compelled 
to  abandon fo r  the present the plan o f pub lish ing  the Appea l 
tw ice-a-week.

As th in gs  stand now, we w ill have to  s tra in  every nerve to  
keep the w eek ly  go ing and ’ to  c a rry  th rou gh  ou r o rg an iza tio na l 
program . A ll branches and in d iv id u a l members are requested to 
collect and send in every penny o f the ou ts ta nd ing  pledges fo r  
the o rgan iza tion-p ress fund.

N A T IO N A L  C O M M IT T E E

WHAT SAILORS 
ARE THINKING 
ABOUT THE WAR

B y G. LO R D
H a v in g  ju s t been paid o ff a fte r  

a coastwise voyage to  the W est 
Ind ies and up the east coast, I  
found the com m ents o f m y fe llow  
sa ilors and o ther seamen ind ica ­
tive , no t o f the c u rre n t w a r p ro ­
paganda dished ou t by the Roose­
v e lt w a r machine, b u t ra th e r a 
live  expression o f the a n ti-w a r 

come the new line, fo r  i t  w i l l  mean a h a lt to  con-1 sentim ents o! the en tire  m erchan t 
f lic t  w ith  the b iurgeois-dem ocratic  op in ion. B u t 
the m any m ilita n ts  in  the C om m unist p a rty  have 
no desire to end th e ir  con flic t w ith  bourgeois- 
dem ocra tic op in ion; they jo ined the C om m unist 
p a r ty  precisely because they w a n t to f ig h t the 
bourgeoisie.

We m ust w a rn  these w o rke rs  in  tim e  o f the 
new be traya l w h ich  is being planned. W e m ust 
help them  stand firm  against support o f A m e ri­
can im peria lism  and its  w a r po licy.

Trade Unions Urged To Start 
M ilita ry  T ra in in g  Under Its  Contro l

(The fo llo w in g  le tte r  u rg in g  
the  trade  unions to  undertake 
m il ita ry  tra in in g  Is a proposal 
w ith  w h ich  we are fu l ly  in 
agreem ent. W e welcome le tte rs  
fro m  w o rke rs  com m enting on 
its  proposals— E d ito r.)

Join the Socialist 
Workers Party

B u y  the  A P P E A L

IN MINNEAPOLIS
a t:

Shinders News Co.,
6 th  St. &  Hennepin A v.

M o rr is  K rom an,
4 th  St. &  N ic o lle t A v.

Pioneer News Co.,
238 Second A v., South

A. Peterson News Stand, 
■Washington A v . &  B ’w ay N .

Labo r Book store,
919 M arq ue tte  A v .

E d ito r :
Tw o weeks ago a M a jo r from  

the W a r D epartm ent spoke be­
fo re  the A m erican  Legion Post in 
the tow n near here where I  live 
and urged them  to fo rm  a Hom e 
Guard to  defend th is  lo c a lity  
aga inst po ten tia l enemies and in ­
vaders. A ccord ing  to th is  A rm y  
spokesman, the W ar D epartm ent 
was m ak ing  the same request o f 
veteran 's organ iza tions a ll over 
the country .

T h is  week another m eeting  is 
go ing to  be held to  launch the 
organ iza tion  o f a Home Guard 
under the  d irec tion  o f the local 
Legion Post. One o f the lead ing 
Legionnaires is ac tin g  as re c ru it­
ing  officer.

Th is Home G uard has already 
become the pe t p ro je c t o f the 
members o f the Legion here. T h is  
creates a ve ry  serious s itua tion . 
M ost o f the Legion officers are 
the w o rs t type  o f reactionaries, 
sm all business men who vote Re­
publican, labor-haters. N ow  these 
men are o rgan iz ing  an arm ed 
g roup  w h ich  is go ing to  func tion  
le ga lly  and openly in  ou r m idst 
w ith  governm ent aid and blessing 
and w ith  pub lic  approval.

In  the la s t W orld  W a r we had 
a Defense u n it  lik e  th is  one here. 
I t  held re g u la r w eek ly  meetings, 
d r ille d  in  a local ha ll, and re ­
hearsed such em ergency ac tiv itie s  
as gu a rd ing  ra ilro a d  bridges, etc. 
L ik e  the o th e r Home Guards, i t  
was never called on fo r  any se ri­
ous defense w o rk . B u t in  m any 
places, i f  you w ill remember, 
these local Defense groups were 
in s tru m en ta l in  o rgan iz ing  and 
leading armed mobs w h ich  te r ro r ­
ized “ la bo r ag ita to rs , wobblies, 
and reds,”  and even lynched 
w orkers.

I t ’s im possible to  p reven t the 
fo rm a tio n  o f these Home Guards. 
The forces behind the  m ovem ent 
are too pow erfu l and they are 
being sold to  the people as pu re ly  
defense bodies. The w o rke rs  are 
taken  in  by th is  a rgum ent and 
don 't a lw ays recognize w h a t a 
th re a t to  themselves these Home 
Guards m ay be. One vete ran said 
to m e: “ I  w o u ld n ’t  go over there 
again to f ig h t, bu t w h a t’s w rong  
w ith  being ready to defend o u r­
selves here aga inst the F asc is ts? ”

There ou gh t to  be some w ay

o f w a rn in g  the w o rke rs  against 
the po ten tia l danger represented 
by these Leg ion-contro lled  groups 
and a t the same tim e p repa ring  
them  to  p ro te c t themselves 
against Fasc is t elements a t home 
and abroad. Is  there any reason 
w hy local unions can’t  take ad­
vantage o f the present defense 
d rive  fo r  th is  purpose ? W hy 
should organized w o rke rs  leave 
the job  o f defending th e ir  lives 
and th e ir  homes e n tire ly  to  peo­
ple w ho have shown themselves 
to be hostile  to  labo r in  the past ?

W h y  can’ t  local unions have 
th e ir  own Home Defense G uards ? 
Trade unions have as m uch legal 
r ig h t  to fo rm  defense un its  and 
have m il i ta ry  tra in in g  camps and 
r if le  clubs as ve te rans’ o rgan iza­
tions. The A m erican  Legion and 
the Veterans of F o re ign  W ars 
are no t governm ent bodies bu t in ­
dependent vo lu n ta ry  o rgan iza­
tions. Unions o f w o rkers  ough t to 
have the same priv ileges as un­
ions o f veterans.

I t ’s easy to see w h y  the W a r 
D epartm ent de libe ra te ly  places 
th is  defense m ovem ent in  charge 
o f the Legion Posts. I t  is no t so 
much because these are veterans’ 
o rgan iza tions b u t because in m ost 
places they are composed and 
con tro lled by sup e r-p a trio tic  re ­
actionaries.

Instead o f p e rm itt in g  the Le ­
gionnaires to m onopolize th is  de­
fense m ovem ent, the trade unions 
ough t to  take  the in it ia t iv e  in 
se ttin g  up defense un its  under 
th e ir  own auspices. They should 
ask the governm ent fo r  the same 
k ind  o f aid as the Legion Posts 
are be ing given. They should ob­
ta in  arm s and equipm ent, t ra in ­
in g  camps, d r i l l in g  halls, and 
technica l assistance fro m  the W ar 
D epartm ent.

I f  any corpora tion  should t r y  
to  use the Legionnaires ’ Home 
Guards aga inst the w o rke rs  in  a 
s tr ik e  s itua tion , the unions would 
have re liab le  un its  o f th e ir  own 
to defend th e ir  r ig h ts . B u t in  th a t 
case the bosses w o u ld n 't be so 
lik e ly  to  t r y  it .

Th is idea could be adopted on a 
sta te  and na tiona l scale. La s t 
week e igh t hundred men from , 
th is  d is tr ic t  w en t to P la ttsb u rgh , 
New  Y o rk , fo r  a m on th  o f m il i­
ta ry  tra in in g . There ’s no t a 
w o rk e r in the lo t. In  the f irs t  
place, the W a r D epa rtm en t has 
specifica lly  designated P la tts ­
burgh as “ the business-men’s 
cam p.”  A nd in  the second place, 
w h a t w o rk e r can a ffo rd  to  pay 
the governm ent fo r  a  m onth 's

m il ita ry  tra in in g , as these men 
are do ing?

Here are b ig  business men 
tra in in g  themselves, w ith  the aid 
and encouragem ent o f the W ar 
D epartm ent, to  become officers in  
th e ir  p r iva te  tra in in g  camps.
These class-conscious b ig  shots 
w a n t to  be in  a position to  order 
the w o rkers  about when they get 
them  in  the a rm y  ju s t as they 
boss them  d u rin g  peace tim e.
W hy  should the w o rke rs  a llow  
them  to  get aw ay w ith  th is  ?

How  about some W o rke rs ’ 
P la ttsbu rghs  ? The w o rke rs  have ' t lin g  
the same r ig h t  to  o fficers’ t r a in ­
ing  camps as business and p ro­
fessional men. Jus t as local un­
ions and C ity  C entra ls  ou gh t to 
fo rm  th e ir  Defense Guards, so the 
state bodies and na tiona l unions 
should have officers’ t ra in in g  
schools and camps where th e ir  
members can fleam  how to handle 
m odern m il ita ry  and mechanized 
equipm ent under the d irec tion  o f 
th e ir  own organ izations. The W a r 
D epartm ent, I  notice, has an­
nounced plans fo r  m ore tra in in g  
camps fo r  m a tu re  men d u rin g  
September. W hy  can’t  the trade 
unions take over some o f them  ?

I  rea lize th a t these suggestions 
m ay offend the a n ti-w a r fee lings 
o f m any w orkers. I  know  th a t the 
w o rk in g  people are go ing to get 
an even worse deal in  th is  ro tten  
w a r than they g o t in the last, and 
th a t they can’t  expect an y th in g  
be tte r from  th e ir  bosses now. B u t 
th is  proposal is no t p ro -w a r a t 
all.

We have to be re a lis tic  about 
the s itua tion . Here are reaction ­
aries o rgan iz ing  loca l forces, 
here are business executives 
tra in in g  themselves fo r  officers’ 
positions. The w o rkers  w ou ld  be 
foo lish to  ignore these activ ities .
A t  least they can use them  fo r  
th e ir ow n benefit by tra in in g  
themselves fo r  the inev itab le  con­
flic ts . W hether th e y ’l l  have to

m arine.
I  do no t say th a t the sea faring  

w o rke rs  are unan im ously against 
the w a r (there  are m any jingoes 
am ong them ), b u t ra th e r th a t 
the la rge  m a jo r ity  o f them, fo r  
d iffe re n t reasons and w ith  d iffe r­
ent degrees o f in te ns ity , feel th a t 
the U n ited  S tates ’ e n try  in to  the 
w a r can on ly  b r in g  bad tim es to 
the sea fa ring  man.

On the p a rtic u la r vessel o f 
w h ich  I  speak, there were tw o 
exceptions to the general sen ti­
m ent on board, and s ig n ifica n tly  
these tw o  men were o f the lic ­
ensed personnel— tw o  blue-nose 
N ova Scotian officers.

The fo llo w in g  are in d iv idu a l 
comments, selected a t random , of 
members o f the crew, and o f the 
licensed personnel:

Bosun: I f  we go in, th e y ’l l  hog- 
tie  the sailors to  the M a ritim e  
Commission and w ipe ou t the un­
ions. The on ly  w ay to  stop th a t 
is to  tie  up a ll the ships on all 
the coasts when they  t r y  to spike 
us.

O ile r: E ng land w an ts  to f ig h t 
th is  w a r to  the las t Am erican.

Ord. Seaman; W h a t’s th is  w a r 
about? I  see the F rogs and L im ­
eys are bang ing he ll ou t o f each 
o ther now. W ill we end up ba t- 

the L im eys and H it le r?  
W ho gets the g ra vy?

A .B .: I  was in  the la s t w a r 
f ig h tin g  fo r  dem ocracy and came 
back to  find  m y  job  m issing. I f  
wc go in to  th is  I  w on ’t  b ite  again. 
Th is H it le r  wrecked the Heinie

S C O R E B O A R D
B ranch Pledged Paid %

Chicago ........................ ...........8 100.00 8 lio .o o 110
U psta te  New Y o rk  . . ...........  50.00 50.00 100
A k ro n  .......................... ........... 10.00 10.00 100
R o ckv ille  .................... ...........  5.00 5.00 100
Texas ............................ ...........  5.0Ü 5.00 100
St, P a u l ........................ ...........  200.00 200.00 100
F lin t  ............................ ...........  105.00 105.00 100
D e tro it ........................ 75.00 100
P ortla nd  ...................... ...........  7.50 7.50 100
L yn n  ............................ .............  50.00 50.00 100
B u ffa lo  ........................ .............  5.00 5.00 100
Boston .......................... .............  177.00 169.00 95
Toledo .......................... .............  40.00 33.50 84
M a ritim e  W orkers  . . .............  780.00 645.00 83
B a ltim o re  .................... .............  25.00 20.00 80
Ind ianapo lis  ................ .............  10.00 8.00 80
N e w ark  ........................ .............  100.00 79.70 80
Los Angeles ............... .............  100.00 78.50 78
M inneapolis ............... .............  300.00 200.00 67
P hilade lph ia  ............... .............  25.00 13.00 52
E as t Chicago ............. .............  50.00 25.00 50
New  Y o rk  C i t y ......... .............  950.00 422.00 44
San F rancisco ........... .............  100.00 35.00 35
New  Haven ............... .............  55.00 18.50 34
N a tiona l Office ......... .............  550.00 53.20 10
O m aha ........................ .............  25.00 0.00 0
Seattle  ........................ .............  15.00 0.00 0
O akland ...................... .............  10.00 0.00 0
L o ra in  .......................... .............  5.00 0.00 0

T O T A L  ........................ $2422.90 62.0%

Need o f  Labo r P a rty  
Seen in  Ohio

Y O U N G STO W N , Ohio— For a striking; illustration of 
the need for a Labor Party, the political situation of Ohio 
presents a clear picture.

The Republican state administration has earned the enmity 
of all sections of the labor movement, not only because of 
Governor Pricker’s refusal to help the starving workers of 
Cleveland and other cities last winter but also because the 
legislative record of his administration has been one o f con­
tinuous efforts to emasculate previous legislation which had 
lieen favorable to the workers.

L>n the other hand the Democratic primary last month 
selected M artin Davey as candidate for Governor. H is name is 
etched in the blood o f the steel workers shot down by his 
national guardsmen in the
“ L ittle  Steel’’ strike o f 1937. 
Since that time any speaker at 
a labor gathering had only to 
mention Davey to get a re­
sponse of boos and cat-calls.

unions, b u t i f  we go to f ig h t h im  i
they ’ l l  w re ck  the unions here. No, I Not one candidate in either 
sir. T h is  w a r's  no good fo r  the \ the Republican o r D em ocratic  
sailors. Dem ocracy begins a t j pa rties  who received the support
home.

1st M ate : W e’ve go t to  help the 
B r it is h  defeat H it le r  a t a ll costs. 
You sa ilors m ay no t know  it ,  bu t 
you ’re sabotag ing A m erica ’s aid 
to  the A llie s  by asking fo r  in ­
creases. D on’t  you w a n t to  help 
Eng land in her hour o f need? 
E v e ry  good A m erican w ould give 
up som eth ing i f  he loved his coun­
try . W c m ust help England.

2nd Asst. E ng .: The Heinies 
are no good. W e’ve go t to w ipe 
ou t H it le r  and the D utchm en once 
and fo r  all. Too bad we d idn ’t  do 
a be tte r job  la s t tim e.

F irem a n : The L im eys w il l  f ig h t 
to  the last A lly  ( th is  in its  v a r i­
ous fo rm s is a constant re fra in ).

No, the seaman hasn’t  as yet 
go t the revo lu tion is t's  pos ition  on 
the w a r, bu t one sure th in g  is 
th a t in the main, he’s aga inst p a r­
tic ip a tio n  in  th is  w a r, and feels 
s tro n g ly  in his opposition to it. 
T h is  in  sp ite  o f the constant p ro ­
paganda and jingo ism  th a t he’s

f ig h t fo r  th e ir  bosses tom orrow ' subjected to  in  his d a ily  life , on 
o r fo r  themselves the day a fte r, the rad io  and on shore. The sea- 
th e y ’U need the best m il ita ry  man w an ts  no w ar. 
tra in in g .

The w o rke rs  ough t to  take a 
t ip  from  the big  shots and the lo ­
cal reactionaries, w ho are g e ttin g  
ready fo r  the com ing w a r in  th e ir  
own w ay and in  th e ir  own in te r ­
ests. The organized w o rke rs  
should do the same th in g  and no t 
leave the defense o f th e ir  in te r ­
ests in  the hands o f th e ir  w o rs t 
enemies.

I ’d lik e  to know  w h a t you th in k  
about these ideas.

F ra te rn a lly ,
B rid g e p o rt, Conn. W .F .W .

In AKRON, 0 .
the  A P P E A L  m ay
be o b t a i n e d  a t :

N E W S  E X C H A N G E ,
51 S. M a in  St.

P O R TA G E  C IG A R S ,
cor. H ow ard  &  
W est M a rk e t

o f labo r won the nom ination . E v ­
en W ill ia m  W hetro , a D em ocratic  
candidate fo r  the office o f L ie u ­
ten an t G overnor, a m an ho ld ing  a 
card in  the m ach in is ts  union and 
hav ing  a good labo r record, sup­
ported by the C IO  and the A F L  
as w e ll as the R a ilroad B ro th e r­
hoods, was defeated. W’h ile  in  
Youngstow n, R a lph E lser, the 
s h e riff who deputized com pany 
gunm en to  shoot down the steel 
s tr ik e rs  in  1937, won the Demo­
c ra tic  nom ination  fo r  S heriff 
aga inst o th e r candidates suppo rt­
ed by labo r!

W O R K E R S  B O Y C O TT P R IM A ­
R IE S , W A N T  O W N  P A R T Y

W h a t the un ion leaders fa i l  to 
rea lize is th a t the ra n k  and file  
o f th e ir  m em bership is fed up 
w ith  bo th  the old pa rties  and are 
show ing th is  d isgust by n o t ’ ta k - 
in g  any p a r tic u la r  in te re s t in  the 
p r im a ry  elections. The w o rkers  
w a n t no mere “ friends  o f labo r.”  
They w a n t R E P R E S E N T A T IV E S  
o f labor, ru n n in g  as independent 
labo r candidates w ith  no s tr in g s  
a ttached to  the p o lit ic a l m achine 
o f the Republican and D em ocratic  
s ta te  bosses.

N o r w ould i t  be d iff ic u lt  to o r­
ganize such a movem ent. Local 
conferences fo llow ed by  s ta te ­
w ide ga the rings  sponsored by 
progressive union leaders w ould 
find  a qu ick  and ready response 
in  the A F L  as w e ll as the CIO  
and R a ilroad Brotherhoods.

The ve ry  rea l th re a t o f A m e r­
ica 's e n try  in to  the robber’s w a r 
abroad makes i t  a ll the more ne­
cessary fo r  the w o rke rs  to  create

th e ir  own p o lit ic a l m achine 
w h ich  w il l  no t on ly  stand on a 
p la tfo rm  o f im m edia te demands 
bu t w h ich  w il l  also become the 
cen tra l ra lly in g  po in t o f a ll the 
a n ti-w a r sen tim en t o f the m illio ns  
o f A m erican  w orkers.

The w o rke rs  see th a t i t  is 
Davey and G overnor B r ic k e r  and 
the o th e r po litic ia n s  w ho have 
fo u g h t the onw ard m arch  o f la bo r 
who today are u rg in g  “ na tio n a l 
u n ity .”  To a ll these boss p o li­
tic ians, tools o f b ig  business, the 
preparedness d rive  s ign ifies above 
a ll the o p p o rtu n ity  to  scrap a ll 
the rem a in ing  b its  o f le g is la tio n  
w h ich  in any w a y  hindered th e ir  
desire to low er the  liv in g  stand­
ards o f the w orkers . On the a lta r  
o f na tiona l defense w il l  be sacri­
ficed the ga ins o f m any years o f 
hard fo u g h t ba ttles  by the w o rk ­
ers fo r  a decent liv in g . A lre a d y  
before A m erica  has declared w a r 
we find  th a t in every s tr ik e  the 
issue o f “ in te r fe r in g  w ith  n a tion ­
al defense” is raised, as in  the 
sh ipyard  w o rke rs  s tr ike , and in 
the nego tia tions o f the auto 
w o rke rs  w ith  G.M.

There is one a c t o f treachery  
being prepared a t the present 
tim e  w h ich  when i t  becomes 
know n openly to the thousands o f 
union men in the sta tp  w ^ll p ro ­
duce a rea l explosion. I t  is  re l i­
ab ly  reported th a t John Owens 
and o ther top bureaucra ts o f the 
C IO  have made peace w ith  Davey 
and are go ing to  t r y  to  sell h im  to  
th e ir  m em bership.

As fo r  the A F L , a lready M ike  
Lyden, P resident o f the  Ohio 
S tate Federa tion  o f Labor, A F L , 
has appeared a t p re -p rim a ry  elec­
tion  ra llie s  fo r  Davey fo r  Gover­
nor. W hether th is  double-cross o f 
the w o rkers  w i l l  succeed o r no t 
depends on how im pressive the 
ran k-an d -file  can m ake th e ir  p ro ­
tests. There is on ly  one rea l w a y  
th a t th is  p ro tes t can be made e f­
fective , th a t is th a t decisive steps 
be taken  im m ed ia te ly  to  organize 
an independent labo r p a rty .

Party Statement O n  
Press-Org. Fund



by Robert L. Birchman

W hat R e a lly  H appened  In  F rance?

THE "NEW LEADER" INVENTS SOME FACTS TO FIT ITS THEORY OF DEMOCRACY

W i l l  S ta lin  T ry  
To Seize the 
Dardanelles?

Conditions of Florida Negro Drivers
The Negro ta x i d rive rs  o f Jacksonville , F lorida , 

have form ed a T ransp o rt W orke rs  U nion. The 
175 d rive rs  w o rk  fo r  the L inco ln  and New  Deal 
companies, the on ly  ones th a t provide ta x i ser­
v ice fo r  Negroes.

The union has made a survey o f the liv in g  and 
W ork ing conditions o f the men. The survey shows 
th a t  the men w o rk  12 hours da ily , seven days a 
week w ith  no tim e  o ff fo r  holidays. T h e ir average 
wage is $10 a week o r ap p rox im a te ly  12 cents fo r  
each ho u r they w ork.

The N egro  ta x i d r iv e r pays a d a ily  ren ta l o f 
$3.50 fo r  the use o f a cab, and he m ust buy his 
gasoline fro m  the com pany a t a price o f 19i/2 
cents a ga llon. In  con tra s t to  th is  the w h ite  
d r ive rs  re n t th e ir  cabs fo r  $3.35 a day and pay 18 
cents fo r  gasoline. D rive rs  o f bo th  races use 
ta x is  o f the same type, o ffe r the same service and 
charge the same fo r  th e ir  services, IQ cents per 
passenger.

The union reports  th a t tw o -th ird s  o f its  m em ­
bers are m arried  men w ith  an average fa m ily  o f 
five. The average ren t paid fo r  an apa rtm en t is 
$3 a week. Because o f the heavy demands on 
th e ir  sm all salaries, the men have l i t t le  to spend 
on proper food fo r  th e ir  ch ildren, m edical care, 
c lo th in g  and recreation.

I f  a d r iv e r fa ils  to  re p o rt fo r  w o rk  on account 
o f illness o r some o ther reason, he m ust pay the 
com pany $3.00 fo r  each day he misses.

The un ion aim s to  tra n s fo rm  these conditions.
T h is  is one m ore inc iden t o f the g ro w th  o f 

un ion ism  am ong the N egro w o rkers  in  the South. 
B u t in  o rder to rea lty  succeed, th is  un ion— now 
independent— m ust seek a ffilia tio n  w ith  the o r­
ganized d rive rs  on a  na tiona l scale and b rin g  
abou t s o lid a rity  between the N egro and w h ite  
d rive rs  in o rder to  solve the common problem s 
th a t  face both. O n ly on the basis o f such u n ity  
and w ith  the support o f organized labo r na tio n ­
a lly  can they hope to  successfully secure be tte r 
wages and w o rk in g  conditions.

A Negro Paper on Africa
The Ju ly  6 Chicago Defender in  an e d it >ria! 

‘ 'A fr ic a  Changes Hands”  s ta tes in  p a rt:
‘ ‘Yes, A fr ic a  is the spoil o f the im p e ria lis t rob ­

bers, w he the r they  be French, German, I ta lia n  or 
E ng lish . N ow  i t  goes to I ta ly .  A f te r  the la s t w a r 
the lo o t w ent to F rance and England.

"A re  there b lack  men who cannot ye t see th a t 
a  free  A fr ic a  w i l l  come on ly  w ith  the de feat o f 
a ll the im p e ria lis ts?  Is  th is  no t now c lear?

“ The Negro people the w o rld  over can on ly  hope 
fo r  the defeat o f bo th  im p e ria lis t groups. There 
is  no choice between them . B o th  are bad.”

Republicans and the Negro
The p lan k  in  the Republican p la tfo rm  on the 

N egro  is bu t a mere jum b le  o f words prom is ing  
m uch bu t no t te llin g  in  the least how the Negro 
people can secure “ a square deal in  the economic 
and p o lit ic a l life  o f the na tion .”

The P itts b u rg h  C ourie r (J u ly  6) com m ents on 
the  p lank:

“ I t  is ax iom a tic  th a t  p o lit ic a l p a rty  p la tfo rm s  
a re  t ra d it io n a lly  honored in  the  breach and th a t 
a f te r  e lection day they  are p ro m p tly  fo rg o tte n  in  
the  genera l scram ble fo r  p o lit ic a l spoils. . . .

“ I t  is s ta ted th a t d isc rim in a tio n  in  governm ent 
departm ents ‘m ust cease/ but not th a t i t  ‘S H A L L  
cease/ w h ich  is som eth ing qu ite  d iffe re n t: the 
fo rm e r being a  s ta tem ent o f con v ic tio n ; the  la t ­
te r  a  s ta tem ent o f in ten tion .

“ The s ta tem ent on un iversa l suffrage is, as i t  
stands, a mere p la titu d e  w h ich  even Negrophobcs 
m ig h t accept in p rinc ip le .”

R oy W ilk in s  in  his colum n “ W a tch tow e r”  in  
the  A m ste rdam  News (Ju ly  6 ), com m ents:

“ Does the  p la tfo rm  prom ise th a t  the  Repub­
lica n  p a r ty  w i l l  do a n y th in g  to  im prove the lo t 
o f the N egro? W h a t does the vague phrase ‘eco­
nom ic and p o lit ic a l l i fe ’ mean? A re  the Repub­
licans, who have con tro lled  vas t enterprises, now 
p ledg ing  th e ir  p a r ty  to  see th a t the N egro gets 
em ploym ent and o p p o rtu n ity  to  rise w ith o u t re ­
s tr ic t io n  as to  co lor?  O f course the y  are not. The 
B ig  Business men o f th is  coun try , m any tho u ­
sands o f whom  are to  be’ found in  the Republican 
p a rty , have kep t the doors o f em ploym ent t ig h t ly  
shu t in  the faces o f Negro w orkers. . . .

“ Suffrage ? W asn ’t  i t  a Republican P resident 
who spoke a t E lizabeth ton , Tenn., and to ld  the  
South th a t the re  was ‘an inescapable d ifference 
between the races,’ and by th is  s ta tem ent said in  
e ffect th a t the GOP w ou ld  le t the South handle 
the  Negro as i t  saw f it?

The Republican p la tfo rm  has in  every election 
yea r fro m  1920 on had a p lan k  in  its  p la tfo rm , 
e ith e r u rg in g  o r recom m ending the passage o f an 
a n ti- ly n c h  b ill b u t a t no tim e  have they fo u g h t fo r  
the adop tion o f such leg is la tion .

W ilk in s  continues: "E xce p t fo r  the Negro dyed- 
in -the-w oo l Republicans o r those on the  p a r ty  
pa y ro ll, W illk ie  and the GOP are go ing to  have a 
ha rd  tim e  convinc ing the bro ther.

“ B u t the D em ocrats w ho meet in  Chicago in  
a  few  days have no t go t the b ro th e r hogtied 
e ither. . . the balance sheet W ill show th a t the 
N ew  Deal, w h ile  im p ro v in g  the Negroes lo t  in  
m any respects has no t done as w e ll as i t  could.

“ I t  w ou ld  seem th a t a h igh  school boy could 
w r ite  a b e tte r p la tfo rm  than  th a t o f the Repub­
licans, b u t the Dem ocrats m ay foo l us and w r ite  
a  worse one, especially the p lan k  on the  N egro .”

The record o f bo th  the Republican and Dem o­
c ra tic  parties, is one o f m ere lip  service as fa r  
as the in te res ts  o f the ' N egro  people and the 
w o rke rs  o f the cou n try  are concerned. I t  could 
be n o th in g  else, since they  are the p o lit ic a l rep­
resenta tives o f cap ita lism — A m erica ’s S ix ty  F a ­
m ilies.

The on ly  w ay fo r  the  N egro people to  end 
jim -c row ism , lynch ing , jo b -d isc rim in a tio n , etc., is 
to  jo in  hands w ith  the w o rk in g  class in  bu ild in g  
th e ir  own p a r ty — a p a r ty  th a t  w i l l  have as its  
a im  the ab o lition  o f the c a p ita lis t system , w h ich  
is the cause o f a ll the economic, social and p o lit ic ­
a l problem s o f the N egro people. O nly such a 
p a r ty  w i l l  secure fu l l  economic, p o lit ic a l and 
socia l e q ua lity  fo r  the Negro.

"W e  Feared You More Than We Feared H itle r"

Fitzpatrick in the St. Louis Post-Dispatch

D u rin g  the un fo ld ing  o f the 
com plete s to ry  o f the French ca­
p itu la tio n , the New  Leader, organ 
of the Social D em ocratic  Federa­
tion , has provided us each week 
w ith  an aston ish ing  exam ple o f 
sheer desperation in  po litics . How  
exp la in  the surrender?  H ow  ex­
p la in  it ,  th a t is to say, in  term s 
o f the m ytho logy, to  w h ich  the 
New Leader subscribes, th a t the 
Second Im p e ria lis t W orld  W a r is 
an ideolog ica l w a r between dem­
ocracy and fascism  ?

The f irs t  exp lanation  offered by 
the New Leader, before the m ain 
circum stances o f the surrender 
became know n and a t a tim e 
when i t  could s t ill p laus ib ly  speak 
•of the French defeat as m a in ly  a 
m a tte r  o f ove rw he lm ing  technica l 
su p e rio r ity  o f the Nazis, was th a t 
i t  was the fa u lt  o f the 40-hour 
week and o the r social concessions 
o f the P opular F ro n t govern­
ments. Incred ib le  as i t  m ay seem, 
th is  “ soc ia lis t”  paper devoted its  
l e a d i n g a r t i c l e  (b y  W  i 1 I y  
Schlam m , graduate  o f Muenzen- 
berg's S ta lin is t school o f co rru p ­
tion  ami hence an obvious choice 
fo r  le a d e r-w rite r o f a Social Dem ­
o c ra tic  paper) to  such an in te r­
p re ta tion . A n y th in g  ra th e r than  
to question the na tu re  o f bour­
geois dem ocracy!

T h a t in te rp re ta tio n  was too 
much fo r  even the tra ined  s tom ­
ach o f New Leader co lum n ist 
Charles Yale H a rr iso n  (he has 
no t ye t had the o p p o rtu n ity  to 
help be tray a people in to  the 
hands o f fascism , lik e  Schlamm, 
and is the re fo re  no t as hardened). 
H a rrison  w ro te  a  p ro te s ting  co l­
umn. D u rin g  th a t week m oreover 
came the f irs t  de ta ils  o f the c ir ­
cumstances o f the F rench ca p itu ­
la tion . Schlam m ‘s in te rp re ta tio n  
was there fore  dropped by  the 
N ew  Leader though w ith o u t re ­
pu d ia tin g  it .  Then came a new 
in te rp re ta tio n , even m ore as­
tounding. Ta rea lize how astound­
ing, one m ust f ir s t  sum m arize the 
fac ts  w h ich  have now  emerged, 
assess th e ir  m ean ing—and then 
read the N ew  Leader.

W E Y G A N D ’S A R G U M E N T  FO R  
S U R R E N D E R  W A S  P O L IT IC A L

W eygand, appointed by  the 
“ lib e ra l”  Reynaud governm ent to  
displace the “ de fe a tis t” Gam elin, 
had scarcely concluded reo rgan iz ­
in g  the a rm y  before he dem and­
ed o f the cabinet, June 15, an end 
to the w a r. H is a rgum ent was 
p r im a r ily  no t m il ita ry  b u t p o lit ic ­
al, i.e., the c lass-strugg le po litics  
o f the F rench bourgeoisie. The de­
fea ts  had engendered unrest 
am ong the F rench masses, and 
the developing s itu a tio n  was 
likened by W eygand to  the s itu a ­
tio n  in  Russia in  1917: m il ita ry  
defeats and un rest even tua lly  cu l­
m in a tin g  in  p ro le ta r ia n  revo lt. 
“ I t  m ust no t come to  th a t,”  W ey­
gand said. H ow  preven t i t?  N o t, 
n a tu ra lly , by surrendering  to  a 
revo lt o f the F rench  w orkers . In ­
stead surrender to  H it le r ,  and 
thereby (w ith  H it le r ’s blessing) 
save the rem a in ing  F rench arm ies 
to  “ m a in ta in  o rder and qu ie t in  
the c o u n try .”

W eygand ’s a rgum en t was one 
w h ich  the cab inet understood 
ve ry  we ll. “ C iv il peace” — cessa­
tio n  o f s tru g g le  between the 
w o rkers  and the cap ita lis ts— is a 
slogan ve ry  usefu l to  the bour­
geoisie in  a rra ng ing , th rou gh  
t ra ito rs  like  B lum  and Jouhaux, 
to  chain the w o rke rs  to  the w a r 
machine. B u t the bourgeoisie i t ­
self never practices c iv il peace; i t  
uses w a rs  as the occasion to  in ­
te n s ify  its  s trugg le  aga inst the 
w o rke rs  a t home; in  the name o f 
“ na tion a l defense”  the F rench 
bourgeoisie, f ir s t  th ro u g h  the 
cab inet o f D a lad ier, then th rou gh  
th a t o f Reynaud, had ou tlaw ed 
the b iggest o f the w o rke rs ’ p a r­
ties, dissolved hundreds o f trade 
unions, a rrested thousands of 
w o rke rs ’ m ilita n ts , wiped ou t ev­
ery  vestige o f trade  un ion con tro l 
o f hours and wages. A nd  now 
th a t fu r th e r  consequences o f the 
w a r  its e lf  m ig h t rev ive  w o rk in g  
class a c tiv ity , the bourgeoisie 
pre fe rred  to  abandon the w ar, to  
surrender to  the fo re ig n  invader 
ra th e r than  to m ake any conces­
sions to  the w o rke rs  a t home. 
“ The m ain enemy is a t  home”  is 
and a lw ays has been the slogan 
o f the bourgeoisie tow a rd  the 
w orkers.

W H Y  R E Y N A U D  A G R E E D  TO 
G IV E  W A Y  TO R E T A IN

W eygand ’s a rgum en t the re fo re  
won a m a jo r ity  in  the cabinet. 
N o r did the m in o r ity , of Reynaud 
and his associates,- c a rry  the a r ­
gum ent any fu r th e r . Had R ey­
naud th o u g h t the issue su ffic ien t­
ly  im p o rta n t his course was c lea r­
ly  ind ica ted : to  denounce the
cap itu la to rs  as tra ito rs  to France, 
to  refuse to y ie ld  to  them , to  con­
vene the Cham ber o f Deputies 
and appeal to  i t  fo r  a m a jo r ity  
aga ins t W eygand - P e ta in  - Chau-

temps. and to  ensure a m a jo r ity  
in  the Cham ber by rousing a ll 
F rance aga inst surrender. B u t to  
rouse a ll F rance— th a t m eant to 
rouse the F rench p ro le ta r ia t, to 
jo in  w ith  the w o rkers  against the 
po w e rfu l and a u th o r ita tiv e  sec­
tion  o f the bourgeoisie fo r  w h ich  
W eygand-P eta in  were speaking—  
th a t m eant to  p re c ip ita te  precise­
ly  th a t g re a t and decisive s tru g ­
gle  between bourgeoisie and p ro ­
le ta r ia t  w h ich  W eygand was 
seeking to avo id by surrendering  
to H it le r  and g e ttin g  N azi bay­
onets to help ho ld down the 
F rench w orkers. Faced there fore 
w ith  on ly  tw o  a lte rna tives— e ithe r 
jo in  the cap itu la to rs , by qu ie tly  
res ign ing  w ith o u t convening the 
Cham ber and by acquiescing in  
the fo rm a tio n  o f a governm ent o f 
cap itu la tio n  headed by Petain.

C A P IT U L A T IO N  M E A N T  N O T 
P E A C E , B U T  C H A N G IN G  
S ID E S !

Once the regroupm ent o f the 
bourgeoisie around the Peta in- 
La va l cab inet had been com ­
pleted, the fu l l  im p lica tions  o f the 
cap itu la tio n  became clear. I t  was 
r.ot to  be the re tire m e n t o f 
F rance fro m  the w a r; by no 
means. I t  was to  be the sw itch ing  
o f F rance fro m  the side o f B r i ­
ta in  to  the side o f H itle r .

H ow  could those who had been 
f ig h tin g  th is  w a r, as the New  
Leader had assured us, fo r  the 
sake o f dem ocracy aga inst fas­
cism, now jo in  H it le r?  F o r th a t 
is w h a t they did. I f  i t  had become 
impossible fo r  the F rench democ­
racy  to  continue the f ig h t  w ith in  
the borders o f France, there  was 
no th in g  to  p reven t the F rench 
dem ocracy fro m  keeping the navy 
and the colonies in  the w a r— i f  i t  
was fig h tin g  fo r  democracy.

I t  could have been easily a r ­
ranged. I f  necessary the govern­
m ent could have fo rm a lly  abided 
by the a rm is tice  provis ions, o r­
dered the navy to re tu rn  to  
France and the colonies to  cease 
fig h tin g , w h ile  p r iv a te ly  a rra n g ­
in g  fo r  the navy and the colon ia l 
governm ents to  jo in  the B r it is h  
in  con tinu ing  the w ar. I t  could 
easily have been done— i f  the 
F rench bourgeoisie had been 
f ig h tin g  fo r  democracy, as the 
New  Leader assures us.

B u t n o th in g  o f the s o rt hap­
pened. Instead we have w itnessed 
a dem onstra tion  o f the  com plete 
s o lid a r ity  o f the F rench  bour­
geoisie. The co lon ia l governm ents 
to  a m an have obeyed the cabinet 
a t V ichy. The navy obeyed, go ing 
to  the leng th  o f f ig h t in g  a g re a t 
naval ba ttle  w ith  the B r it is h  a t 
Oran, A lg e ria , ra th e r than  accept 
the a lte rna tives  o f jo in in g  the 
B rit is h , being in te rned in  B r it is h  
po rts  o r  s c u tt lin g  -their ships.

The F rench “ N a tion a l C o m m it­
tee”  in  London cannot c la im  the 
adherence o f a single representa­
tive  figu re  o f the bourgeois ie ! Sel­
dom, indeed, has any class been 
as un ited  as is the F rench bour­
geoisie today in  its  new reg roup ­
m en t around the P e ta in -Lava l 
governm ent. U n ited  fo r  fascism  
and fo r  co llabora tion  w ith  H itle r .

O R A N  A  M IR R O R  O F 
T H E  F R E N C H  E V E N T S

T h a t d ram atic  clash a t O ran 
deserves a closer glance. The 
armed forces are a lw ays a re flec­
tion  o f the class re la tions ex is ting  
in  a coun try . The officer caste is 
a ca re fu lly  selected and tra ined  
body, class-conscious to  the core. 
A d m ira l Gensoul was able to se­
cure the c a rry in g  o u t o f the o r­
ders o f P e ta in -Lava l on ly  because 
these orders were recognized as 
t r u ly  a u th o rita tiv e  by  the flee t’s 
o fficer body and because these o r­
ders corresponded w ith  th e ir  
deepest convic tions concern ing 
the needs o f F rench bourgeois po l­
icy. O therw ise they could no t pos­
s ib ly  have agreed to  en ter a  b a t­
t le  in  w h ich  m any o f them  died, 
and w h ich  they  could have avoid­
ed to  the p laud its  o f the B r it is h  
and A m erican  bourgeoisie.

A nd  the ra n k  and file  o f the 
fleet, a thousand o f whom  died 
in  the ba ttle ?  They ce rta in ly  did 
no t share the ou tlook  o f the  o ffi­
cer caste. On the con tra ry , they 
were e ithe r class-conscious w o rk ­
ers opposed to  a ll the im p e ria lis ts  
in th is  w a r or, i f  not, they were 
w o rkers  who had accepted the 
dem ocra tic  m y tho log y  and did 
no t w a n t to  tu rn  the ships over to 
H itle r-do m in a ted  F rench ports. 
W hy  Could they  no t p reven t the 
officers fro m  c a rry in g  ou t the 
P e ta in -Lava l orders?

Because fo r  years the b ig  w o rk ­
ers’ pa rties  had m is-educated them  
in to  the im potence o f th is  te rr ib le  
m om ent. F ro m  1935 on the S ta l­
in is t  p a rty  had preached “ n a tion ­
a l u n ity ,”  i.e., obedience to  the 
officers; and when the p a r ty  had 
som ersaulted a f te r  the w a r began, 
its  belated reversa l was com plete­
ly  com prom ised by  S ta lin ’s pro- 
H it le r  o rie n ta tio n . The “ socia l­
is ts ”  o f course preached obedience 
to la w  and order, consequently to 
officers, fo r  aye and forever. F o r 
five  years the tw o  b ig  w o rke rs ’ 
pa rties  had thus jo ined hands to 
e x tirp a te  a ll th o u g h t o f sa ilo rs ’ 
com m ittees, o f p ro le ta ria n  revo lt. 
The resu lt came a t O ran when, 
in  the face o f a ll th e ir  beliefs, the 
sa ilors nevertheless obeyed th e ir  
officers. A nd  th is  was in  the  navy, 
w here— i t  is manned by tra ined  
w o rke rs  p r im a r ily — the specific 
w e igh t o f the p ro le ta r ia t is  fa r  
h igh e r tha n  in  the a rm y. A l l  the 
m ore ce rta in , the re fo re , was i t

u n lik e ly  fo r  the soldiers to  revo lt 
a t th is -m om en t e ithe r in  the colo­
nies o r in  France. Here, indeed, 
was the fina l consequence of “ na­
tion a l u n ity ”  fo r  the sake o f the 
w a r fo r  dem ocracy aga inst fas ­
cism : w o rke r-sa ilo rs ’ and soldiers 
obeying a fasc is t-orien ted govern­
m ent.

C L A S S IC A L  E X A M P L E  O F 
T R A N S IT IO N  TO F A S C IS M

A ll the fac ts  are clear. Indeed, 
seldom has a g re a t h is to rica l 
event been less com plica ted by 
cross - cu rre n ts  and side - eddies. 
The cap itu la tio n  o f F rench dem­
ocracy w i l l  go down in  h is to ry  as 
the classical example o f the fa c il­
i t y  w ith  w h ich  bourgeois democ­
racy  tu rn s  in to  its  “ opposite,”  
fascism , when the bourgeoisie 
finds i t  necessary. In  th is  case is 
revealed the a b su rd ity  o f the 
phrase, “ f i f th  co lum n,”  w ith  a ll its  
opera tic  im p lica tion s  o f secret 
conspiracy in  the d a rk  o f the 
moon. W h a t happened in  France 
was the reo rien ta tion  and re- 
g roupm ent o f the en tire  bour­
geoisie. I t  becomes a scream ing 
ab su rd ity  hence fo rth  to  ta lk  of 
any bourgeoisie go ing to  w a r fo r  
democracy.

A l l  th is  is clear, enough, is i t  
no t?  Yes, to  anyone who w il l  p u t 
toge the r the s im ple fa c ts  record­
ed in  the press d u r in g  the la s t 
few  weeks. A nd here we re tu rn  to 
the gentlem en o f the New Leader 
and th e ir  t r u ly  aston ish ing dem­
o n s tra tion  o f sheer desperation in 
po litics . The fa c ts  about F rance 
destroy the m y tho log y  o f the w a r 
fo r  dem ocracy? Then they m ust 
change the facts. T h a t is w h a t 
the New  Leader has been doing 
these la s t tw o  weeks. Believe i t  
o r not, in  the June 29 issue, un­
der the s igna tu re  o f D ic k  R ey­
nard, its  fo re ign  ed itor, you can 
read th a t the P e ta in -Lava l gov­
ernm ent was established by a 
fasc is t putsch— i.e., an arm ed ov­
e rth ro w  o f the dem ocra tic gov­
e rnm ent— by men whom  Reynaud 
had v a in ly  a ttem pted  to  in te rn  
(w h y  he co u ld n 't is no t exp la in ­
ed). A nd  in  the J u ly  6 N ew  Lead­
er, in  a sho rt com m ent on the

W H E R E  TO B U Y  A P P E A L  
IN  P IT T S B U R G H  
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O ran naval b a ttle — as s h o rt as 
possib le—i t  exp la ins th a t event 
as be ing the resu lt “ of a fasc is t 
cabinet putsch.”  The m ytho logy  
o f bourgeois dem ocracy needs, 
w ith  each passing event, add i­
tion a l m y ths  to susta in  the verbal 
s truc tu re . A p p a re n tly  the New 

| Leader in tends to  in ven t w h a t­
ever m y ths  th a t w i l l  require .

F o rtu n a te ly , the m eaning o f 
| the F rench events cannot be so 
I easily d is to rted  and perverted. 
The w idespread understand ing o f 
these events is ind ica ted by F itz -  

| P a tr ic k ’s m onum enta l cartoon in  
the St. Lou is Post-D ispatch, de- 

| p ic tin g  the F rench bourgeoisie as 
fe a rin g  the F rench masses more 

i than they did  H itle r .  T h a t F itz -  
| p a trick , a g re a t a r t is t  w ith  m uch 
, social in s igh t, b u t ideo log ica lly  
l i t t le  m ore than  a  dem ocrat, 
should see the F rench events so 

1 c learly , is a hearten ing  fa c t, tes­
t i f y in g  th a t m any who are no t 
M a rx is ts  have understood the 

I p la in  im p o rt o f w h a t has happen­
ed. T h a t the St. Lou is P ost-D is- 

! pa tch p r in te d  the cartoon is a 
I happy acc iden t! The active  ed ito r 
' is a  na ive bourgeois. I t  w ould 
never have been published had he 
been a Social D em ocra t!

F .M .

STALINISTS IN 
ALIBI HUNT FOR 
TROTSKY ATTACK

(Continued fro m  Page 1) 
Serrano, whereas they  would be 
the  foca l po in t o f a defense 
cam paign i f  i t  were feasible.

3. R ev iva l o f the “ se lf-assau lt” 
theory, th a t T ro ts k y  arranged 
the a ttack .

F an ta s tic  as th is  m ay seem 
a fte r  the find in g  o f H a rte ’s body, 
i t  was a ttem pted  yesterday in  
cou rt by  Pavon Flores, a tto rn e y  
fo r  Serrano and M artinez.

T ro ts k y  In  C ourt
I t  was in  the course o f an in ­

te rro g a tio n  o f Leon T ro ts k y  by 
the S ta lin is ts ’ defense a tto rney. 
(M exican law  provides fo r  such 
in te rrog a tion s  o f w itnesses p r io r  
to  ac tua l t r ia l.)

The a tto rn e y  had asked a series 
o f questions concern ing the pos­
s ib il i ty  o f the assailants hav ing  
been hidden in  the ce lla r o f 
T ro ts k y ’s house and then asked 
w hethe r Sheldon H a rte  had to ld  
T ro ts k y , the day before the as­
sau lt, th a t an a tta c k  was to  take 
place th a t n igh t.

W hen T ro ts k y  saw the d r i f t  of 
the questions, he tu rned  to  the 
judge and sa id : “ A f te r  the m a­
te r ia l assault on me, the y  are now 
a tte m p tin g  a  m ora l assa u lt!”  A nd  
then, tu rn in g  on the a tto rney , he 
said, in  v ib ra n t words w h ich  
s t ir re d  the audience:

“ I t  seems you are t r y in g  to  
rev ive  the corpse o f the  the o ry  
o f se lf-assau lt; i t  w ou ld  be be t­
te r  to  t r y  to  rev ive  the  corpse 
o f m y friend , R obert Sheldon 
H a rte !”

On Serrano, T ro ts k y  said:
“ Am ong the  accused S ta lin ­

ists, said T ro ts k y , "a re  men and 
wom en who are m ore' o r less 
honest, b u t dem ora lized ‘v ic t im s ’ 
o f the G PU— such as the tw o  w o­
men who were spies. There are 
others, lik e  Rosendo Gomez L o r­
enzo o r D av id  Serrano, whose a t­
t itu d e  denotes them  to  be agents 
of the GPU. T h a t is m y  convic­
tio n ; b u t I  do no t ye t m ake the 
accusation because I  do n o t have 
the concrete da ta : I  m ere ly  ex­
press a t th is  tim e  m y opinion. 
A nd  th a t is th a t  D av id  Serrano 
is one o f the m ost dangerous 
agents o f the GPU, even though 
- -  a p ro m ine n t m em ber o f the CP 
o f M exico— he m ay no t have 
taken  a personal p a r t  in  the as­
sau lt.

“ The G PU has its  au thorized 
representatives w ith in  the p a r­
ties. N o t even the m embers o f the 
executive com m ittees know  who 
these representatives are, even 
though they m ay be able to gne.ss 
i t  fro m  the  exceptiona l power 
th a t these men have. The G PU 
a lw ays re ta ins  in  these executive 
com m ittees one o r tw o  d ire c t rep­
resentatives. Serrano is a resident 
o f the GPU in  M exico, w ith in  the 
cen tra l com m ittee  o f the p a rty . 
He d id  n o t take p a r t in  the actua l 
execution o f the a tta ck , b u t in  its  
p repa ra tion . I  am convinced th a t 
ne ithe r the CP or its  cen tra l com­
m itte e  o ffic ia lly  too k  p a r t;  fo r  
th a t would be com ple te ly  con­
t r a r y  to  a l l the  ru les o f the 

. G P U !”
i

B y  A L B E R T  G O LD M A N
W ill S ta lin  t r y  to seize the Dardanelles?
The answ er is : “ I  do no t know  b u t I  th in k  i t  

h ig h ly  probable."
T h is  question, w h ich  is discussed by everyone 

and on every occasion, a ffo rds an o p p o rtu n ity  to  
repeat in  concise fo rm  the  propositions w h ich  
best exp la in  S ta lin ’s fo re ign  po licy  beg inn ing w ith  
the H itle r -S ta lin  pact.
1. S ta lin ’s m a in  ob jec t is to  avo id g e ttin g  in ­

volved in  a m a jo r con flic t.
2. H is  secondary ob jective  is to  take  advantage 

o f the im p e ria lis t w a r  to b r in g  as m uch te r ­
r i to r y  as he possib ly can under h is influence 
in  order to  s treng then  his defensive pos ition  
and to  increase the prestige , power and reve­
nue o f the bureaucracy o f w h ich  he is the 
lead ing figu re.
E v e ry  step th a t he has taken  since he entered 

in to  a pact w ith  H it le r  and the pact its e lf  can be 
best expla ined by  ta k in g  the fo rego ing  tw o  basic 
propositions as a guide.

Dpes his w a r aga ins t F in lan d  con flic t w ith  th is  
the o ry?  N o t a t a ll. W hen his demands on F in ­
land were refused by the F inn ish  governm ent, 
S ta lin ’s prestige was a t stake. T h in k in g  th a t the 
Red A rm y  could se ttle  w ith  F in lan d  in  qu ick  
order, he took a chance on m il i ta r y  action. The 
peace w ith  F in lan d  can be expla ined on ly  by the 
fa c t th a t to  continue the w a r w ou ld  have risked 
being invo lved in  a c o n flic t w ith  the A llie d  pow ­
ers. In  add ition  H itle r ,  anxious to  m ake his coup 
in N orw ay, was im p a tie n t a t the  slowness o f 
the Red A rm y  w h ich  made possible A llie d  in te r­
vention , and p robab ly  exerted pressure on S ta lin  
to make peace.

A g a in s t whom  was S ta lin , in  the e a rly  stages 
o f the w ar, p re pa ring  h is defensive positions? 
O bviously aga inst a ll possible enemies. He is no t 
so foo lish as to  t ru s t  H it le r  and he understood 
th a t the A llie s  w ould no t fee l ve ry  k in d ly  tow ards 
h im  a fte r  he had double-crossed them .

Stalin Fears New Stage of War
B u t a new fa c to r entered in to  the s itu a tio n  

a f te r  H it le r  made his spectacular d rive  w est­
w a rd  and succeeded in  la y in g  low  the  N e th e r­
lands, B e lg ium  and France.

T h a t wpm as unexpected fo r  S ta lin  as i t  was fo r  
everybody else and fa r  m ore uncom fortab le . F o r 
there  looms before h im  a H it le r  com ple te ly  dom ­
in a tin g  Europe and hav ing  a common fro n t ie r  
w ith  the Soviet Union.

S ta lin ’s ca lcu la tions when he signed the pact 
w ith  H it le r  were n o t fu lf il le d  one hundred pe r­
cent. The pact saved him  fro m  w a r b u t enabled 
H it le r  to  ga in  com plete hegemony ove r Europe. 
W hereas S ta lin  expected e ith e r th a t E ng land and 
F rance w ou ld  no t go to w a r over Poland o r i f  
they  d id  i t  w ould be a prolonged and exhausting  
w ar.

F rom  now on fe a r o f an a tta c k  by H it le r  w i l l  
be another basic fa c to r  added to  the above-men­
tioned tw o  th a t w i l l  d ic ta te  S ta lin ’s policies. 
W hen he sent ad d itiona l troops in to  L a tv ia , Es- 
thonia , and L ith u a n ia , he was n o t a fra id  o f the 
A llie s . There was no th in g  to  be a fra id  o f as fa r  
as th e y  were concerned. T h a t move can be ex­
pla ined on ly  as m o tiva ted  by fe a r o f H itle r .

I t  is tru e  th a t fro m  the  ve ry  beg inn ing o f the 
w a r S ta lin  had his eye on Bessarabia. H a v ing  
once belonged to  the S ovie t U n ion  and seized by 
R um an ia  i t  was m ost n a tu ra l th a t i t  should be 
taken  back whenever there  was an o p p o rtu n ity . 
S ta lin ’s seizure o f no rth e rn  B ukovina, however, 
c le a rly  ind ica tes a desire on his p a r t to  s tre n g th ­
en his defensive pos ition  aga inst H itle r .

Stalinophobes Invent 
Fantastic Theories

The the o ry  advanced by some people who see 
the class s tru g g le  on ly  as a s tra g g le  aga inst 
S ta lin , to the e ffec t th a t the m arch  o f the Red 
A rm y  in to  Bessarabia was d ic ta ted  by  H it le r  
because the la t te r  w a n ts  S ta lin  to  guard the 
Rum anian o il w e lls  fo r  h im , has abso lu te ly  no 
sense w hatever. A g a in s t whom  m ust the o il w e lls  
be guarded by  S ta lin  ? A g a in s t F rance w h ich  has 
a lready cap itu la ted ?  A g a in s t E ng land, a f te r  R u­
m an ia has sw itched to  H it le r  and a f te r  T u rk e y  
has moved aw ay fro m  E ng land ?

W h y  should H it le r  ask S ta lin  to guard  the  o il 
w ells now when they  need no gua rd ing?

A nd should S ta lin  a tte m p t to  seize the  D a rdan­
elles, th a t  seizure also w i l l  be expla ined by  the 
tw o  propositions f ir s t  m entioned and the add i­
tio n a l one o f fea r o f H itle r .

W h ile  the  question w he the r S ta lin ’s present 
moves are made w ith  the know ledge and consent 
o f H it le r  is  an in te re s tin g  one, i t  is absolute ly  
irre le v a n t as fa r  as exp la in ing  his m otives in  
m a k in g  those moves. T h a t w ou ld  be re levan t on ly  
i f  H it le r  today were in  a pos ition  to  stop S ta lin  
and fa ile d  to  do so.

I t  is im p o rta n t here to  emphasize the  p o in t 
th a t we have stressed since S ta lin  began sending 
the Red A rm y  outside o f the S oviet U n ion . W e 
defend the Soviet U n ion  n o t because we th in k  
we have the co rrec t exp lana tion  fo r  S ta lin ’s moves 
(a lthough  we do th in k  so), b u t because n a tio n ­
alized p ro p e rty  s t i l l  ex is ts  in  the S oviet U n ion  
and so long as i t  w i l l  e x is t we sha ll defend i t  
regard less o f S ta lin ’s policies.

DO Y O U  W A N T  TO H E L P  Y O U R  F E L L O W - 
W O R K E R S  U N D E R S T A N D  T H E  W O R LD  

S IT U A T IO N  T O D A Y ?  Y E S !

•

B u y  a  bundle o f
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Proletarian World Revolution”
and d is tr ib u te  i t  am ong them .
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A  Bitter Lesson For 
Labor to Learn From

Can you imagine Roosevelt and W illk ie  and 
all the other big-shot Republicans and Democrats 
getting together to put fascism over on this 
country? Can you conceive o f Congress conven­
ing and voting unlimited power to a triumvirate 
o f Hoover, LaGuardia and Garner, including the 
power to scrap the Constitution and to wipe out 
Congress ?

No? You can’t imagine such a thing happen­
ing? I t  docs sound fantastic, doesn’t it—

But that's exactly id io t happened, in  France 
last week!

The members o f the French Chamber of 
Deputies who, last week at Vichy, voted to estab­
lish a totalitarian government, were no better 
and no worse than any group of Republican and 
Democratic Congressmen. Their top-leaders were 
men who, until last week, had spouted democracy 
just as much, maybe even more, than the top 
leaders of the Republican and Democratic parties 
here.

Reynaud, who weeks ago was still Premier of 
“ the French democracy’’ and swearing he would 
fight to the death against fascism, voted for the 
fascist regime. Two weeks ago anybody would 
have conceded that Reynaud was as much a 
democrat as Roosevelt.

Chautemps, vice-premier under Reynaud, was 
also at Vichy and also voted for fascism. During 
the hey-day of the Popular Front, Chautemps 
was Premier of a Popular Front government of 
bourgeois liberals and socialists and supported 
by the Communist party. That makes him at 
least as much of a democrat as W illk ie  w ill 
ever be.

Retain, Laval, Weygand and all the other 
“ French republicans”  at V ichy could, until last 
week, paint a picture of themselves as “ good 
democrats.”  As good, that is, as the democracy 
o f the president of the United States and Con­
gress.

What that democracy is worth, they showed 
last week at Vichy. They joined in setting up a 
regime which wipes out the French constitution, 
replaces bona-fide trade unions w ith fascist “ un­
ions”  and, in a word, attempts to turn France 
into a Nazified country.

As long as it had served their purposes, they 
had spouted about the sacred cause o f democ­
racy. In the name o f democracy they had sent 
the youth of France to their death. But they 
feared the French workers and peasants more 
than they feared H itler. The war laid bare the 
incompetence of the French politicians and capi­
talists, and a day of reckoning was coming. 
Rather than submit to a day of reckoning at the 
hands of the French workers and peasants, the 
bosses preferred to surrender to the foreign in­
vader. And now, behind H itler's protecting bay­
onets, they are imposing a fascist regime on the 
French people.

The French armed forces could still have 
fought on, especially the navy and the armies in 
the colonies. But the commander-in-chief Wey­
gand warned the Reynaud cabinet that the m ili­
tary reversals were creating a situation like that 
in Russia in 1D17« “ I t  must not come to tha t/'

he said. In  plain English: rather surrender to 
H itle r than to the French people.

That’s what the patriotism o f the bosses 
amounts to! That’s what the democracy o f boss 
parties amounts to!

Do you want the same thing to happen here? 
Then make the same mistake as the French 
workers and peasants made. In the name of “ na­
tional unity,”  submit to the heavy hand of Wash­
ington and W all Street. In the name o f “ national 
defense”  let the boss politicians bamboozle your 
unions into ceasing strike action. In the name of 
the “ national emergency”  let, them lengthen your 
hours o f work. Let them take you or your sons 
and turn them into unthinking cannon-fodder. 
A ll this in the name of “ democracy.” Then, when 
it serves their purposes, the bosses and their poli­
ticians w ill put the people of this country into 
the straitjacket o f fascism.

That’s what w ill happen i f  wc, the workers of 
America, repeat the mistakes o f the French 
workers.

But those mistakes need N O T be made by the 
American workers. Let us learn front the ter­
rible tragedy o f our French brothers.

Let us resolve to build our trade unions into 
powerful weapons defending all the interests of 
the working class against the capitalist class and 
its government.

In the factories and shops, let us give away 
nothing to the bosses in the name of “ national 
unity.”  Workers recruited by the government 
shall be paid wages at the trade union scale.

I f we are conscripted into the army, let us go 
there to learn the m ilitary arts w ith the de­
termination that we shall eventually use our 
knowledge in the service o f the working class.

The world we live in is a m ilitary camp. Let 
the unions themselves, then, organize the m ili­
tary training of their members, and especially 
train outstanding workers as officers, so that 
workers can be led by their own officers instead 
o f the reactionary breed from West Point.

In every field in the coming days, let us always 
keep clear the need o f defending the interests of 
the working class against the capitalist class.

Learn well the lessons o f France! Then we 
can be sure that neither the capitalist enemy at 
home nor the capitalist enemy abroad can pre­
vail against the might o f the American working 
class!

Workers' Plattsburgs!
W e wish to call special attention to the letter 

of W .E .W ., which we print on page 2 o f this 
issue. What he has seen in Connecticut is also 
seen by workers everywhere in the country: 
formation o f “ home guards”  and other armed 
groups under the auspices o f the American 
Legion and other reactionary sponsors. Perhaps 
the most viv id example o f this process is the 
Flattsburg camp whose personnel is strictly lim ­
ited to big-shot business and professional men.

Let this process go on for a year or two, and 
the country w ill be covered by a network of 
armed groups under reactionary leadership, 
ready at a moment’s notice to smash workers’ 
meetings and strikes, “ radical”  headquarters and 
union halls.

To try  and stop this process by pacifist argu­
ments is worse than a waste o f time. In a war­
ring world pacifism reveals its utter impotence. 
For the workers to stand aside with folded arms 
while the business and professional men become 
adept in the m ilitary arts would leave the work­
ers defenseless against coming attempts to foist a 
fascist or m ilitary dictatorship on the country.

The only realistic response of the workers to 
the “ home guards”  and businessmen’s Platts­
burgs is— for workers’ Plattsburgs!

The trade unions should answer the American 
Legion by form ing their own military-training 
groups. Every worker should be required to 
undergo m ilitary training under the control o f 
the trade unions.

The training of officers is, however, a more 
difficult task. I t  requires facilities and equipment 
which only the government possesses. Therefore 
the trade unions should insist that, in the same 
way that the government has made Plattsburg 
available to the business men, it should make 
available other Plattsburgs to the unions. Platts­
burg is being run by the businessmen. The work­
ers’ Plattsburgs should be run by the trade 
unions.

On July 8 the self-mobilized Plattsburgers 
held a meeting at which they laid the ground­
work for a permanent organization to perpetuate 
the m ilitary training program which they began. 
A  steering committee, consisting o f three men 
from each of the seven companies, has been set 
up to run their organization.

Labor should do no less. The trade unions 
should immediately set up a permanent commit­
tee, with representatives from each union, to or­
ganize the m ilitary training of the workers un­
der trade union control.

M ilita ry  training is here in any event. The 
real issue is whether the workers shall be trained 
as puppets for boss-controlled m ilitary groups, 
or whether the workers shall be trained and offi­
cered by the trade unions.

B y  S A M  M A R C Y
G athered to  g loa t over the 

w h itew ash ing  o f fou rteen m em ­
bers o f the C h ris tian  F ro n t, m ore 
than  tw o  thousand persons pack­
ed B ro o k ly n  Prospect H a ll to  l is ­
ten to  the  m ost frenzied, a n ti-  
Sem itic, a n ti-L a b o r ou tpourings 
ever heard in  New Y ork .

The m eeting  was called by the  
fasc is t C h ris tian  F ro n t under the 
guise o f a "p a tr io t ic ”  J u ly  4 th  
ce lebration to  honor ex-M agis- 
tra te  H ealy, ch ie f defense counsel 
fo r  the acqu itted  fascists, to  g lo r­
i f y  the acqu itted  fasc is ts— and to 
cheer fo r  federa l prosecutor H a r­
old M . Kennedy, who tr ie d  the 
case!

The m ee ting  was s ta rted  by 
Thomas Ryan, C h ris tian  F ro n t 
leader o f Queens. He whipped his 
boisterous audience in to  lu s ty  
cheers as he in troduced, one by 
one, each o f the th ir te e n  defend­
ants who had stood t r ia l  in  
B r o o k l y n  Federa l C o u rt on 
charges o f conspiracy to  over­
th ro w  the governm ent and o f 
s tea ling  governm ent am m unition .

P rie s t A  Speaker
John F. Cassidy, na tiona l d i­

rec to r o f the C h ris tian  F ro n t, re ­
ceived a stand ing  ova tion . He 
was described by the  ne x t speak­
er, F a th e r B rophy, a C a tho lic  
p ries t, as a C h ris tian  m a rty r .

In  describ ing h im  as such, 
F a th e r B rophy  was m ere ly  fo l­
lo w in g  the line  la id  down by Cas­
s idy h im self. H is  ta c tic  d u rin g  
the whole t r ia l  was to  cam ou­
flage the m ost v iru le n t a tta c k  
aga inst the labo r m ovem ent by 
dubb ing i t  "defense o f C hris tians 
who f ig h t Com m unism .”  The es­
sence o f his technique, copied 
fro m  Coughlin, is  summed up in  
the c ry  he shouted a t  the t r ia l,  
"L o n g  L ive  C hris t, the K in g —• 
Down w ith  Com m unism .”

B y  the use o f such slogans, the 
F ro n t is t  hoodlum s have escaped 
unpunished fo r  num erous stab- 
bings o f innocent Jews, beating  
o f m il ita n t  w orkers , p rovocations 
aga inst trade un ion meetings, 
and confessed arm ed p repa ra tion  
fo r  assaults on the labo r m ove­
ment.

A  F ixed  Ju ry
F a th e r B rop hy  is pasto r o f 

Precious B lood Church in  Long  
Is land C ity . A u th o r o f a  booklet 
fu l l  o f an ti-S em itic  f i l th  and ven­
om, he has earned the  t i t le  o f 
" ideo lo g is t”  o f the C h ris tian  
F ro n t movem ent. A t  the m eeting  
he boasted th a t M rs. Helen T itus , 
fo rem an o f the ju r y  w h ich  ac­
qu itted  the fascists, was his f irs t  
cousin. T h a t ough t to  supply no 
sm all clue as to how the ju ry  a r ­
rived a t th e ir  ve rd ic t.

M a c k lin  Boe ttger, one o f the 
defendants in the case, boasted 
th a t "a t  least ten m embers o f our 
ju r y  are go ing to app ly  fo r  m em ­
bership in  the C h ris tian  F ro n t.”  
T h a t should surp rise  on ly  those 
who don’t  know  th a t the  pros­
pective ju ro rs  were n o t asked 
w he the r they  were a ffilia ted  w ith  
the C h ris tian  F ro n t, o r were in  
sym pa thy  w ith  it ,  o r were fo l­
lowers o f F a th e r Coughlin. They 
were m ere ly  questioned as to 
w he the r they had any sym pa thy

o r connection w ith  any o f the 
rad ica l o r  w o rk in g  class o rg an i­
zations! M ere m em bership in  the 
A m erican  Labo r P a r ty  was s u f­
fic ie n t to  d is q u a lify  anyone fro m  
serv ing  on the ju ry .

P rosecutor P raised Them
The prosecutor, H a ro ld  M . K en­

nedy, had openly praised the 
C h ris tian  F ro n t as based on 
“ good sound A m erioan p r in c i­
ples.”  No wonder he received such 
loud cheers fro m  the fa sc is t aud i­
ence.

No wonder the la w y e r fo r  the 
fasc is ts  apologized fo r  h im  fo r  
hav ing  prosecuted the fasc is ts !

C hurch Connections
Tw o fea tu res o f the m eeting 

w h ich  ind ica ted offic ia l sanction 
by the B ro o k lyn  Diocese o f the 
C atho lic  C hurch were the appear­
ance o f P a tr ic k  Scanlon, ed ito r 
o f the B ro o k lyn  Tab le t, o ffic ia l 
Diocesan organ o f B rook lyn , and 
the m usic fu rn ished  by the band 
o f St. Thom as Acquinas Roman 
C a tho lic  Church. The T ab le t has 
been the on ly  paper in  N ew  Y o rk  
w h ich  openly defended the  in d ic t­
ed fascists.

The m a in  speaker o f the even­
in g  was ex -M a g is tra te  Healy, 
ch ie f defense counsel. He, m ore 
tha n  anyone else, wove the lie  o f 
the tw in  menace, “ Jews and Com­
m un ism .”  I t  was he who had 
raved a t the tr ia ls  th a t he would 
lik e  to  hang a few  thousand Com­
m unists  fro m  the lam p-posts and 
shoot others.

Fascis ts  Encouraged
The e ffect o f the a cq u itta l has 

been to encourage the C oughlin- 
C urran-C assidy gang to take  the 
offensive aga inst the w o rk in g  
class and ra c ia l m ino ritie s . Q uick 
upon the heels o f the a cq u itta l of 
the fasc is ts  came a brazen de­
mand fro m  F a th e r C urran, P res i­
dent o f the In te rn a tio n a l C a tho­
lic  T ru th  Society, to  " in ve s tig a te ”  
the reasons w h y  the governm ent 
ind ic ted  the fascists. T h is  de­
mand is addressed to  A tto rn e y - 
General Jackson and its  a im  is 
to  m ake scapegoats o f low er 
func tiona ries  in  the C iv il Service, 
who are o f Jew ish o rig in . In  some 
o f the churches, la s t Sunday, 
there was discussion o f C u rran ’s 
le tte r  dem anding an in ves tig a ­
tion . The B ro o k ly n  T ab le t p u b li­
cized the le tte r.

Social J u s t i c e ,  C ough lin ’s 
mouthpiece, w ent fu r th e r  than i t  
ever d id  before in  its  a n ti-S em itic  
inc item ent.

“ W hether the Jews lik o  i t  or 
no t,”  i t  said, “ they w i l l  bear 
m ore than  th e ir  b ru n t fo r  some 
o f th e ir  co-racia ls having used 
the  m a jes ty  o f governm ent to 
reap revenge upon a group of 
men who were in te n t on saving 
A m e r i c a  fro m  Com m unism , 
fro m  Jew ish dom ina tion  and 
fro m  S em itic  ideology.”
The C h ris tian  F ro n t is m ak ing  

much cap ita l ou t o f an ed ito ria l 
w h ich  appeared in  the Chicago 
T ribune , reactionary , an ti-N e w  
Deal, a n ti- la b o r da ily . T h is  edi­
to r ia l ju s tifie d  the acq u itta ls  o f 
the C h ris tian  F ro n t pu re ly  on the 
issue o f a  “ b low  aga inst Com­
m un ism .”

F o r the  w orkers, the  lesson o f 
the C h ris tian  F ro n t t r ia ls  is clear. 
No re liance upon the c a p ita lis t 
governm ent to  l ig h t  Fascism  ! On­
ly  the independent o rgan iza tions 
of the  w o rk in g  class can success­
fu l ly  com bat and conquer F as­
cism.

CIO ORGANIZERS 
SEIZED AS 
"FIFTH COLUM N"

M E M P H IS , Tenn.— The CIO  
has s ta rted  an organ iza tion  
d rive  here. Henderson o f the 
In la nd  Boatm en and W ill 
W a tts , o rgan izer fo r  the  SW - 
OC, are lead ing the  drive.

So i t  wasn’t  su rp ris in g  one 
n ig h t th a t the  cops ra ided H en­
derson’s home, and took him , 
W a tts  and some w o rke rs  m eet­
in g  w ith  them , to  the  police 
s ta tio n  as— fif th  co lum n is ts !

A fte rw a rd  the  cops said 
somebody had called the polico 
and warned a f i f th  colum n 
m eeting was ta k in g  place there. 
M aybe some boss who doesn’t  
lik e  being organized go t the 
b r ig h t idea,

W h a t th is  o rgan iz ing  d rive  of 
the C IO  m ust buck up aga inst 
m ay be ga thered fro m  the  re ­
cent a rre s t here o f the w e ll- 
know n photographer, H enw ar 
Rodakiew ics and tw o  young 
aides, who were on a to u r  m ak­
ing  a m ovie sho rt o f N egro ed­
ucation. They were arrested as 
f i f th  co lum n ists  and i t  took  the 
intercession o f Republican Con­
gressm an B ruce B a rto n  to  get 
them  out. Because a fte r  th e ir  
a rre s t C h ie f o f Police Lee ask­
ed one o f them  the question he 
a lw ays asks o f any “ Com m un­
is t”  suspect: “ Do you th in k  a 
N egro is as good as a w h ite  
m an?”

“ W hy the y ’re a C om m unistic  
setup,”  C h ief Lee said. “ One of 
them  to ld  me a Negro was as 
good as a w h ite  man. They ’re 
down here s t ir r in g  up the  N eg­
roes.”
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W illk ie  Belongs 
To In n e r Circle 
o f  W a ll Street

B y  A L B E R T  G O LD M A N
The m u tila t io n  (fo r tu n a te  o r u n fo rtu n a te ) in  t i le  

p rin tsho p  o f m y a rtic le  dealing w ith  the Republican 
p a r ty  convention, w h ich  appeared in  the la s t issue o f 
the Appea l fu rn ishes me w ith  an excuse to  touch on 
ce rta in  aspects o f the convention th a t were no t m en­
tioned in  la s t w eek’s artic le .

One o f the m ost s tr ik in g  fea tu res o f the nom ina tion  
o f W illk ie  is the  fa c t th a t he is not an agen t o f 
W a ll S tree t in  the same sense th a t T a f t  o r  Dewey o r  
Vandenberg are agents o f W a ll S treet. In  W illk ie  we 
have one o f the W a ll S tree t boys h im se lf. I f  he 
doesn't come fro m  the inne rm ost c irc le  he is cer­
ta in ly  close to  it .

A s d ire c to r o f one o f the b iggest u t i l i t y  ho ld ing  
companies in  the c o u n try  and one o f the b iggest banks 
in  New  Y o rk  he m ingles w ith  the  select few  who 
h ire  and g ive orders to  p o litic ian s  b u t ra re ly  p a r­
tic ip a te  openly in  po litics .

O f course he w en t th ro u g h  the m otion  o f res ign ing  
his post in  the companies in  w h ich  he holds office, 
b u t on ly  the m ost g u llib le  w i l l  pay any a tte n tio n  to  
th is  k in d  o f m um bo-jum bo. W illk ie  the candidate fo r  
P resident o f the U n ited  S tates rem ains W illk ie  the 
head o f one o f the b iggest u t i l i t y  companies. Some 
s m a rt fe llo w  m ay find th a t he fo rg o t to  resign fro m  
some com pany o r o ther and t r y  to  m ake a p o in t ou t 
o f it .  To us i t  m akes no difference w h a teve r th a t he 
resigns o r fa ils  to  resign. He is the same W illk ie .

An Open Challenge to Labor
I t  is in  the sense th a t W illk ie  is no t a m ere agen t 

b u t one o f the p rinc ipa ls  th a t he constitu tes an open 
challenge to  the w o rk in g  class. Instead o f no m in a ting  
some one who can t r y  to pose as a “ fr ie n d  o f Labor,”  
the Republican p a r ty  proceeds to th ro w  the g a u n tle t 
in to  the face o f L a b o r by no m in a ting  one who has 
become the cham pion spokesman aga inst the N ew  
Deal and a ll social re form s.

N o t th a t such re fo rm s as the N ew  Deal b ro ug h t 
w i l l  rem a in  even i f  Roosevelt is elected. The w a r 
s itu a tio n  and the defense p ro g ra m  w i l l  re su lt in  the  
loss o f a good m any i f  no t a ll o f the social ga ins 
achieved by La bo r d u rin g  the hey-day o f the N ew  
Deal. Roosevelt, however, w i l l  t r y  to  convince the  
w o rke r-vo te rs  th a t these social ga ins w i l l  rem a in  in ­
ta c t. N o t so W illk ie . H im se lf one o f the b ig  business 
men, he knows exa c tly  w h a t they w a n t and w i l l  t r y  
to  ge t i t  w ith  the least am ount o f hooey.

Why They Named W illk ie
H ow  is i t  th a t the Republican p a r ty  dared nom inate  

a m an so openly a m em ber o f the ru lin g  class? The 
f ir s t  and m ost im p o rta n t reason, i t  seems to  me, is 
th a t the Republican p a r ty  cannot and does n o t hope 
to  ob ta in  the suppo rt o f Labor. The tim e  has gone 
by when even Republicans could pose as friends  o f 
the w ork ingm an . The men behind the R epublican 
p a r ty  r ig h t ly  fe lt  th a t under the c ircum stances the  
labo r vote was lo s t to  them  anyway. N o m a tte r  w hom  
they  nom inated the labo r vote could no t be depended 
upon.

M oreover W illk ie  was obviously the best m an fo r  
the Republicans in  so fa r  as g e ttin g  the vote o f the  
m iddle class is concerned. There can be no deny ing  
the fa c t th a t W illk ie  is a fa r  m ore co lo rfu l and able 
person than  T a f t  o r  Dewey o r Hoover. G ra n tin g  th a t 
the newspapers were consciously determ ined to  g ive 
h im  a bu ild -up  i t  m ust nevertheless be recognized th a t 
the m an has enough in  h im  to  fu rn is h  the basis o f 
such a bu ild-up.

I t  m ust be recognized th a t the press has succeeded 
in  c rea ting  qu ite  a fo llo w in g  fo r  W illk ie  fro m  m idd le - 
class layers o f the popu lation. W illk ie ’s rise fro m  a 
m iddle-class env ironm en t to  the head o f a  huge u t i l i t y  
com pany and his nom ina tion  fo r  the presidency s t i l l  
has an appeal to  a g re a t m any am ongst the m idd le - 
class elements.

T h a t his nom ination  was supported n o t on ly  by h is  
own fe llo w -ca p ita lis ts  bu t also by the low er ranks  o f 
the m iddle-class Republican vote rs was made c lear to  
the old  wheelhorses o f the R epublican p a r ty  w ho 
looked askanefc upon a newcom er and wanted one o f 
th e ir  own num ber to  ge t the nom ination . I t  is  th is  
ove rw he lm ing  suppo rt w h ich  made the o ld-line  p o li­
t ic ia ns  cap itu la te .

B ig  Business is fo rtu n a te  in  hav ing  h im  as a can­
d ida te fo r  o the r reasons, too. W h a t is m ost im p o rta n t 
is th a t W illk ie ’s a tt itu d e  on questions o f fo re ig n  p o l­
ic y  coincides w ith  th a t  o f Roosevelt. W ith  h is nom in­
a tion , the " is o la tio n is t”  p lank  in  the Republican p la t­
fo rm  becomes meaningless. The aggressive fo re ig n  
po licy  o f Roosevelt, a po licy  w h ich  the cap ta ins o f 
ba nk ing  and in d u s try  support w hole -hearted ly , w i l l  
be carried  on by W illk ie  should he be elected.

In  fa c t i f  Roosevelt should decide to  re fra in  f ro m  
ru n n in g  fo r  a th ird  te rm  we sha ll be safe in  a t t r ib u t ­
in g  his decision p a r t ly  to  the nom ina tion  o f W illk ie . 
F o r  now he can rest assured th a t h is fo re ign  p o licy  
w i l l  be in  safe hands, even i f  the Republicans w in  the  
election.

F o r the class-conscious w o rke rs  the danger is no t 
so m uch fro m  the Republicans w ith  W illk ie  as fro m  
the Dem ocrats w ith  Roosevelt o r  some o th e r dema­
gogue. The w o rk in g  masses w i l l  rea d ily  recognize 
w h a t W illk ie  means fo r  them : longer hours, lo w e r 
wages, no re lie f, loss o f every ga in  they have made 
in  the la s t seven years. B u t i t  w i l l  be d iff ic u lt  fo r  the  
conscious w o rke rs  to convince the masses th a t es­
s e n tia lly  the D em ocra tic  p a rty  w ith  Roosevelt w i l l  
mean the same as the Republican p a r ty  w ith  W illk ie .

I fL A N  P R A IS E S  R O O S E V E LT
The June issue o f The F ie ry  Cross, o ffic ia l pub lica ­

tio n  o f the K n ig h ts  o f the K u  K lu x  K la n , praises 
Roosevelt, as fo llow s :

“ N ever before in  the h is to ry  o f A m erica  have so 
m any m illio ns  o f c itizens un ited  behind the p ro g ra m  
o f the K u  K lu x  K la n  as in  the past few  weeks. F o r  
tw e n ty  years the K la n  has spoken o u t day a f te r  day 
and year a fte r  ye a r aga inst a lien influences b o rin g  
fro m  w ith in  in  the U n ited  States.

“ Today m illio n s  o f Am ericans are acknow ledg ing 
fo r  the f irs t  tim e  th a t the th in gs  the K la n  has long  
warned aga inst now spell im m in e n t danger to  th is  
cou n try  i f  le f t  unchecked. . . .  I t  m ust be a source o f 
g re a t sa tis fa c tion  to  K lanspeople everywhere th a t the  
P resident o f the U n ited  States has come o u t bo ld ly  in  
defense o f the K la n  program . He has jo ined  the K la n  
in sounding a w a rn in g  aga inst 'a lien in fluences.’ The 
words o f the P resident are 'fo re ig n  poison’ w h ich  is  
a lm ost the exact phrase and means the  id e n tic a l 
th in g  the K la n  has w arned the A m erican  people fo r  
years to  beware o f.”

C hris tian  Fronters Boast How  
They F ixed Treason T r ia l


