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TRADE UNION WAGES ON 

ALL DEFENSE WORK!
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W arning that Stalin w ill undoubtedly make another attem pt on 
Trotsky’s life, the Trotsky Defense Fund has issued this week an 
appeal to all members and friends of the Socialist W orkers P arty  
lo r funds to complete the reorganizing of the defense arrangements 
at Trotsky’s house.

Reorganizing of the defense was begun immediately after the 
M ay 24 attack, for i t  was realized that Stalin, already having the 
discredit for the attem pt to murder Trotsky, would as soon as 
possible seek to wipe out the stigma of his failure.

A n appeal for funds a t that tim e secured a very generous 
response from S.W.P. members 
and friends. Undoubtedly they 
w ill sim ilarly respond now, for 
all party members and friends 
realize the seriousness of the situ
ation and the necessity of taking  
adequate steps to meet it, no m at
te r w hat the cost may be.

The text of the appeal follows:
To A l l  P a r ty  M em bers and 

S ym path ize rs:
S ta lin ’s la te s t and m ost serious 

a tte m p t to  m u rd e r T ro ts k y  was 
m e ticu lo us ly  planned and carried  
o u t in a w o rkm a n -like  m anner.
There is abundant evidence o f the 
experienced hands o f the G PU as
sassins. Fem in ine agents o f the 
G P U  were assigned to seduce the 
m em bers o f the re g u la r police 
gua rd  fo r  the purpose o f ob ta in 
in g  detailed descrip tions o f the 
inside o f the house and the de
fense mechanism. O thers were 
assigned to take  residence in  the 
neighborhood and w a tch  the 
house fo r  m onths ca re fu lly  to 
s tud y  the m ovem ents o f the 
household.

The a ttacke rs  were w e ll sup
p lied  w ith  necessary equipm ent 
fo r  a ll possible emergencies— 
m achine guns, incend ia ry  and 
h igh  explosive bombs, sca ling la d 
ders, portab le  e lec tric  saw, etc., 
etc. The th ir t y  members o f the 
m urde r band were dressed in  m il
i ta r y  and police un ifo rm s. T re 
mendous resources were neces
sa ry  fo r  such large-scale p repa ra
tions.

A f te r  b ru ta lly  m u rd e rin g  Rob
e r t  Sheldon H a rte , the secre ta ry- 
guard  who was on w atch, the a t
tacke rs  proceeded tow a rd  the 
mam objective in  th e ir gruesome 
task, the assassination o f Com
rade T ro tsky . Hundreds o f rounds 
were fired fro m  the machine guns 
in to  the pa tio  and the house. A n  
incend ia ry  bom b was exploded in  
the  house in  an unsuccessful a t 
te m p t to  burn  Comrade T ro ts k y 's  
archives.

Thought They Succeeded 
Scores o f bu lle ts  were found 

embedded in the floor and w a lls  
o f Comrade T ro ts k y 's  bedroom.
Slugs ripped huge gashes in the 
bedding and m attresses o f the 
beds of bo th  Comrade T ro ts k y  
and Comrade N a ta lia . Powder 
burns in  the m attress  gave m ute 
tes tim on y  o f the assassins stand 
in g  a t the fo o t o f the bed to  fire  
w h a t was to  have been the coup 
de grace.

C onfident th a t they had accorn 
plished th e ir  ob jective , the a t
tacke rs  fired  a fin a l vo lley  and 
departed. B u t they had fa iled .
The intended v ic tim s  were no t in  
th e ir  beds; they had q u ie tly  con
cealed themselves in  a protected 
corner o f the da rk  bedroom. Com
rade T ro ts k y  rem ains a live  to 
hound S ta lin  w ith  his m erciless 
exposures o f every step taken  by 
th is  hangm an o f the October 
R evo lu tion  and the w o rld  p ro le 
ta r ia t.

8 G PU A gents  Confessed 
In tens ive  investiga tions by the 

M exican police have resu lted in 
the  a rre s t o f a la rge  num ber of 
suspects. Confessions have been 
obtained fro m  e ig h t GPU agents 
w ho were actua l p a rtic ip a n ts  in 
the  assault. S ta lin  now has w o rld  
d isc red it fo r  the a tte m p t on 
T ro ts k y 's  life . B u t m ore in to le r
able to  h im  than the brand of 
m urd e re r is the s tigm a  o f fa ilu re  
in  an a ttem pted  m urder. He w ill 
t r y  again, no doubt soon. A nd the 
ne x t tim e  on an even la rg e r scale 
and in a p iore desperate m anner.

E ven ts d u rin g  the M exican na
tio n a l elections on Sunday, Ju ly  
7, and the tu rm o il w h ich  has 
arisen over the coun ting  o f the 
ba llo ts , ind ica te  p la in ly  the dan
gers o f the period ahead. The o u t
break o f an insu rrec tion  is no t ex
cluded. There are ce rta in  to  be 
period ic  flareups o f open con flic t 
between the contending parties.
In  e ith e r case a good cover w ill 
have been provided fo r  a new a t
ta c k  on T ro ts k y ’s life  by S ta lin  
and his GPU.

E ffo rts  o f the S oc ia lis t W o rk 
ers P a r ty  and its  friends  and 
sym path ize rs played an im p o rt
a n t ro le in  saving the life  o f Com
rade T ro tsky . Had he been w ith 
ou t any special defense i t  would 
have been an easy m a tte r fo r  the 
G P U  to  invade bis home and take

am ple tim e  to  m ake sure th a t 
they had accomplished th e ir  task. 
B u t the ve ry  existence o f a spe
c ia l defense made i t  necessary fo r  
the G PU to organize on a la rge  
scale fo r  the a tta c k  and to  h u rry  
th rou gh  w ith  the job.

Defense Depends On Us
T his  experience dem onstrates 

th a t the defense m ust be e n tire ly  
revam ped and made m uch more 
in tr ic a te  and complete. I t  is  ne
cessary to  bu ild  fire -tow ers  fo r  
the guard, redoubts, bom b-proof 
shelters and an ti-bom b screening. 
P rovis ions m ust be made fo r  more 
e ffic ien t lig h tin g , add itiona l a la rm  
p ro tection , au tom atic  defense m e
chanisms and num erous o ther 
measures. The services o f m il i
ta ry  arch itec ts , recommended by 
the  M exican governm ent, have 
been engaged to assure technica l 
precision in  th is  w o rk  Consider
able quan tities  o f m a te ria l are 
needed. S k illed  w orkm en m ust be 
employed. A nd above a ll else, the 
jo b  m ust be done qu ick ly .

T hanks to the p rom pt response 
o f the branches to  ou r f irs t  ap
peal, funds were provided to  be
g in  cons truc tion  and keep i t  in  
progress. B u t substan tia l add i
tion a l funds are required to  com
plete the job. I t  w il l take  ap p ro x i
m a te ly  $2,500.

Bob H a rte  has fo rfe ite d  his 
young life  fo r  the w o rke rs ’ cause. 
He accepted his assignm ent like  
a so ld ier and made the supreme 
sacrifice w ith  the  courage, devo
tion  and selflessness o f a revo lu 
tio n a ry  f ig h te r. He jo ins  the 
ranks of our honored dead, but 
his name lives on as an in sp ira 
tion  to a ll. O thers have come fo r 
w ard  to f i l l  the gap le f t  by his 
tra g ic  loss, others who know  th a t 
the rew ard fo r  th e ir  services m ay 
be death. B u t, ju s t  as Bob did, 
they serve lo y a lly  and w ith o u t 
tho ugh t o f self.

We have no doub t th a t a ll 
members o f the p a r ty  and a ll 
sym path ize rs w i l l  recognize the 
im portance of do ing eve ry th in g  
possible to re-enforce the defense 
o f Comrade T ro tsky . U nde r the 
present w o rld  conditions we alone 
are in  a position to provide th is  
defense. I t  depends on us alone 
and we m ust do i t  on top o f our 
o th e r ob liga tions to  m a in ta in  the 
p a rty  press and organ iza tion .

M ake a ll checks and money o r
ders fo r  the defense o f Leon 
T ro ts k y  payable to  Coyoacan 
Fund, and m a il them  to  Rose 
Karsner, 116 University Place, 
New Y ork City.

F ra te rn a lly ,
JA M E S  P. C A N N O N  
F A R R E L L  DOBBS

CHICAGO MAKES 
ROOM FOR 
DEMOCRATS

DEMOCRATS OFFER US FOUR MORE 
YEARS OF CRISIS, UNEMPLOYMENT

Canadian Seamen's 
Union Head Still 
Jailed Incommunicado

TO R O N TO  —  J. A. “P at” 
Sullivan, president of the Can
adian Seamen’s Union, is still 
held in ja il by the government 
and not permitted to make 
contact w ith  his union.

Sullivan was arrested before 
he had completed presenting 
the union’s demands to a fed
eral conciliation board, which 
was set up in A p ril when the 
government forced the union 
to call off a  week’s strike  
against Great Lakes shipping 
companies.

The arrest was made secret
ly, the authorities seizing Sul
livan in his hotel room and 
preventing him from telephon
ing what had happened to him. 
Only by a ruse was Sullivan 
able to notify friends.

He is held under Section 21 
of the Defense of Canada Reg
ulations, which reads: "The 
M inister of Justice, if satisfied 
that w ith  a view to preventing 
a particular person from act
ing in a manner prejudicial to 
the public safety or the safety 
of the state i t  is necessary to 
do so may, notwithstanding 
anything in these regulations, 
make an order . . . directing 
that he be detained in such 
place, and under such condi
tions, as the M inister of Jus
tice may from  tim e to time 
determine.”

HAVANA MEET 
ASKED TO AID 
REFUGEES

Auto Union Convention 
Spotlights Weaknesses

UAW Failed to Carry Out Key Organizing 
Campaign in Ford and Elsewhere

CHICAG O, July 8— Prepara
tions for the forthcoming con
vention of the Democratic par
ty  have reached a degree of re
finement, conceivable only in 
the moral atmosphere of Chi
cago. For the last several days, 
special details of police have 
been assigned to the neighbor
hood of Madison (Chicago’s 
skid-road) and W olcott where 
the Stadium is located in which 
the nation’s assembled Demo
crats are to meet. Their duty is 
a simple and virtuous one: to 
brow-beat or shovel up or oth
erwise remove all the habitual 
drunks who ordinarily grace 
the pavements there. They shag 
those who can still navigate ov
er to Lake or Monroe; the rest 
they lay away for a week or 
two in the cooler.

The reason for this action Is 
a moot one. Is i t  done so that 
the sensibilities of the nation’s 
leaders w ill not be offended by 
an unesthetie sight? Or is It  in 
deference to a possible philo
sophic moment when one bum, 
looking down upon another, 
might say, “There, but for the 
grace of politics, lie I ” ?

A  request th a t  the refugee 
problem  be placed on the agenda 
o f the H avana Conference w'hen 
i t  opens J u ly  20 was voiced th is  
week by the New  W orld  Reset
tlem e n t Fund in  a le tte r  to  Cor
de ll H u ll.

Oswald G arrison V illa rd , C ha ir
m an o f the New  W orld  R esettle
m ent Fund,said in  his le tte r :

"H is to r ic a lly  the  New  W orld  
has been the haven fo r  refugees 
o f the O ld W orld  flee ing fro m  
persecution, fro m  rac ia l in to le r
ance, fro m  re lig ious p re jud ice  and 
fro m  p o lit ic a l pogroms.

“ B u t the problem  is so trem en
dous in  scope th a t i t  should be 
faced by a ll o f the countries in 
the W estern Hemisphere. . . .  I t  is 
a question o f the rese ttlem en t o f 
m any hundreds o f thousands of 
fam ilies , in c lu d in g  m any o f the 
keenest m inds o f Europe. I f  is too 
vast to be solved by well-inten
tioned committees or generous- 
hearted individuals.

"There are vast areas in  the 
New' W orld  th a t w ill be enriched 
th rou gh  c u ltiv a tio n . And the peo
ple o f the A m ericas w il l  be en
riched as they  have been in  the 
past wdth an in flu x  o f defenders 
o f democracy, m any of whom  
ra n k  h igh in  the w 'orld's ha ll of 
fam e

“ M ay we urge in the name o f 
our Com m ittee th a t you request 
th a t the Refugee Problem  and a ll 
o f its  ram ifica tions  be p u t on the 
agenda o f the H avana C onfer
ence ? W h a t can be done about 
tra n sp o rta tio n  ? W h a t type of 
refugee is each c o u n try  prepared 
to  welcom e? e tc ."

The New' W orld  Resettlem ent 
Fund has ju s t negotiated a con-

( Special  to the Socia l ist Appeal)
D E T R O IT — The United Auto

mobile W orkers of America w ill 
hold one of the most important 
national conventions in its his
tory on July 29 in St. Louis, M is
souri.

Unquestionably the U A W  is the 
most im portant of the new CIO  
unions and has set the pace for 
the past three and one-half years 
to the whole industrial union 
movement of America.

Since the la s t convention held 
in Cleveland over a year ago, the 
union has been free o f fac tio na l 
s trugg les and the un ion leader
ship was in  a position  to  use its  
fu l l  energies on beha lf o f the 
g ro w th  and progress o f the union. 
The C leveland convention last 
year, by unanim ous m otions, 
voted the o rgan iza tion  o f Ford, 
the u n o r g a n i z e d  com petitive  
p a rts  p lants, the a irc ra f t  in d u s try  
and the w inning o f the 30 hour 
week a t 40 hours pay as the key 
jobs to  be achieved by the union.

A ll the elected officers and E x 
ecutive Board members then 
spoke in  fa v o r o f such a p ro 
gram  and assured the convention 
th a t these tasks could and would 
be achieved, now th a t  Hom er 
M a rt in  and the A F L  were o u t of 
the p ic tu re  and the union was 
free o f fac tio na l ba ttles. Im m e d i
a te ly  a fte r  the convention, the 
auto w o rkers  gave the go-ahead 
signa l to  the union leadership, by 
fu r th e r  e lim in a tin g  fro m  a ll im 
portance in  the in d u s try  the d is
cred ited H om er M a rt in  A F L  o u t
f it.

Cleveland Program Dropped
Y e t the U A W  has made no 

progress along the lines indicated 
by the C leveland convention. 
T r u e ,  a s  Secre tary - T reasurer 
Addes reports, the un ion is in  a 
superio r financ ia l position than 
a t the tim e  of the C leveland con
vention. B u t th is  is on ly  a sec
ondary achievement. M any dec
re p it and even d y in g  A F L  un 
ions s t i l l  boast o f un ion treasuries 
of m illio ns  o f do llars.

A s a m a tte r  o f fa c t the U A W  
has been m a rk in g  tim e  since the 
la s t convention and has w ith o u t 
question, declined and gone back
w ards a considerable distance 
fro m  the h igh p o in t reached by 
the union in  A ugust, 1937, a t the 
tim e  o f the M ilw aukee conven
tion.

(Specia l to the Socia l ist A ppe a l ) 
D E T R O IT — Tax provisions w ill 

be relaxed by the Federal govern
ment in order to overcome the 
objections of the Packard Motor 
Company to incurring the risk of 
a huge Investment necessary for 
the production of the 9,000 Rolls 
Royce airplane motors ordered by 
the Defense Council.

According to the D etro it Free 
Press, the Packard M otor com
pany refused to accept the con
tract for National Defense be
cause the huge capital investment 
involved m ig h t be los t i f  " th e  
w o rld  s itu a tio n  s tab ilized in  the 
next two or three years.’’

In  o ther words, P acka rd  and 
the o th e r m o to r in d u s try  bosses 
are "p a tr io t ic ”  on ly  up to  the 
p o in t a t w h ich  a financ ia l loss 
m ig h t resu lt . . . and then "sound 
business p rinc ip le s ”  p reva il. A f t 
e r a ll, i t ’s O .K. to be p a trio tic , 
h u t not a t the risk o f a financial 
loss. P a tr io tis m  . . . p lus a " le g it i
m ate”  p ro fit. T h a t is w h a t P ack
ard M o to r com pany w ants, and 
go t fro m  Congress.

A  Grim Contrast
W hile  the w o rkers  are to ld  to 

w o rk  a longer w o rk  week, to  de
p rive  themselves o f the s tr ik e  
weapon, fo r  the good o f "N a tio n a l 
Defense,”  the bosses are p e rm it
ted to  refuse the use o f th e ir  
p lan ts fo r  the p roduction  o f a rm 
aments, on the grounds o f the 
“ in s e c u rity ”  o f the investm ent, 
and because o f the te rr ib le  possi
b i l ity  th a t bloody w o rld  w a r I I  
w il l no t go on forever.

The qu ick  ca p itu la tio n  o f Con
gress to  the demands o f the 
Packard M o to r Com pany m ere ly  
dem onstrates again the fa c t  th a t 
th is  governm ent represents the 
W a ll S tree t bankers and p ro fit 
eers. F o r the b ig  m anufacture rs , 
i t  is easy to  secure re laxa tion  of 
the ta x  provisions, and to  make 
sure th a t they w i l l  m ake a huge 
p ro fit  ou t o f the p roduction  of 
w a r m ateria ls .

W orkers Bear Burden
B u t the taxes recen tly  p u t in to  

effect aga inst the w o rk in g  class 
go on. Taxes on tobacco, on m ov
ies, on thousands o f d a ily  needs 
o f the masses o f people, are NO T 
relaxed. The P ackard M o to r com 
pany is relieved o f ta x  burdens, 
and the expense is added onto the 
a lready explo ited, ill-housed, and 
ill- fe d  m illio ns  o f W'orkers.

This is what the boss gov
ernment means by “ National 

That is w hat is 
meant by “Patriotism .”

W hen the Packard  M o to r com
pany goes on s tr ik e  aga inst h igh 
taxes, as they recently  did by re 
fus in g  to  honor the governm ent

SAILORS GAIN 
INCREASES IN 
NEW CONTRACT

Secure Raises Despite 
Sell-out by National 
Maritime Union

A f te r  le ng th y  nego tia tions be
tween the Seafarers In te rn a tio n a l 
U n ion and the A. H. B u ll Lines, 
the seamen on th is  line made the 
fo llo w in g  ga ins! $7.50 per m on th  
increase on a ll coastw ise vessels, 
in c lud ing  the P uerto  Rico run, 
and $10 on fo re ign  runs, p lus an 
a ll around increase in  overtim e 
o f 10 cents an hour.

W h ile  th is  is no t as good as the 
fla t $10 per m onth  and 10c an 
hour increases o f the o th e r coast
wise lines under agreem ent w ith  
the SIU , such as the Seatra in , 
W aterm an, C &  G, and Range 
L ine companies, i t  is fa r  in  ex
cess o f the gains made by the 
"N a tio n a l”  M a ritim e  U n ion  on 
ships o f the  same class run, and 
in  general superio r to  even the 
best o f the N M U  agreements.

Negotiations w ith  the Bull Line 
were go ing along in  good order, 
when the N M U  “ P ilo t”  came o u t 
w ith  a recom m endation to  its  
m em bership th a t they  accept a 
$2.50 per m on th  increase w ith  
NO increase in  ove rtim e  a t all. 
The B u ll L ine  offic ia ls a t the ne
go tia tio ns  con fronted the S IU  
w ith  th is  scabby stab -in -the -back 
o f the N M U  leaders, and an
nounced th a t they would stand 
pa t on the $7.50 per m onth  and 
IC cents increases.

The S IU  ne go tia tin g  com m ittee 
came back to  the m em bership 
w ith  th is  proposal, exp la in ing  the 
conditions lead ing up to  th is  
stalem ate. In  add ition , there was 
the danger th a t the N M U  would 
scab i f  the S IU  s tru c k  fo r  the 
$2.50 a m on th  w h ich  w'as the d i f 
ference between the union de
mand and the com pany proposal. 
The m em bership accepted the la t 
te r proposal.

The a fte rm a th  to th is  s itua tion  
was th a t as a resu lt o f the S IU  
gains, the C urran  “ leadersh ip" o f 
the N M U  go t up the courage to 
go up to  th e ir  coastwise sh ip
owners and plead fo r  an increase, 
s e tt lin g  fo r  the add itiona l $2.50 
increase th a t the shipowners were 
w ill in g  to  th ro w  them.

N e t re su lt: The S IU  g o t $7.50 
per m on th  increase on a ll coast
wise ships, and $10.00 on fo re ign  
runs, w ith  10 cents an hour in 
crease on a ll ships.

The N M U  go t $5.00 increase 
w ith  NO ove rtim e increase a t all.

Roosevelt Named 
For 3rd Term Try

Democratic Convention Suddenly Soft-Pedals 
Administration's W ar Policies As 
Obedient Delegates Obey Orders

By F E L IX  M O RRO W
1 lie most glowing future that the election-year convention 

of the ruling party o f this country was able to promise the 
American people is— maintenance of the status quo.

I he outlook of the Democratic convention was adequately 
expressed when Senator Barkley, delivering his address as 
permanent chairman, answered Hoover's charge that the 
Democratic administration has “ stabilized unemployment” in 
its eight years of office. A ll that Barkley could say in retort 
was that stabilization o f unemployment was better than the 
accelerated rate of unemployment under Hoover! Barkley was 
pronouncing it a virtue that “ only” ten million men remain 
unemployed and without hope of employment!

Barkley’s address and that of the keynoter, Senator Bank- 
head, set the lone o f the convention. Their speeches constituted 
a declaration that the condition o f the country during the last 
eight years has been as ideal as 
possible and that these same 
conditions w ill prevail during 
another four years i f  Roose
velt is re-elected. Great re
forms? Destruction o f the 
power o f the "economic royal
ists” ? A  job for every man 
and woman? These and simi
lar promises of previous years 
were forgotten. They were no

Ford Still Unorganized
Ford, em p loying about 25% o f 

a ll the w o rkers  o f the autom obile j Defense.” 
in du s try , s t i l l  rem ains unorgan
ized. There are few er Ford  w o rk 
ers in the U A W  today than  a t 
the tim e o f the M ilw aukee con
vention. In  spite o f a ll the b ig  
ta lk , prom ises and thousands o f i o rder fo r  9,000 a irp lane m otors, 
do lla rs spent since the Cleveland th a t is "P a tr io t is m .”  W hen the
convention, no progress has been 
made in  the No. 1 O rgan iz ing  Job 
o f the U A W .

F iasco In  P a rts  P la n ts
The s itua tion  is equa lly  bad in  

the w o rk  o f o rg an iz in g  the un o r
ganized com petitive  pa rts  plants. 
A bso lu te ly  no rea l progress has 
been made in  th is  field, so im 
p o rta n t to the w e lfa re  o f a ll the 
p a rts  and accessory w orkers, in

longer lo be even promises! 
What a marked difference

between this convention and
those o f 1932 and 1936!

Everything Seemed Possible Then
In  1932 the Dem ocrats swore 

th a t a ll th a t Hoover had stood fo r 
— unem ploym ent, hunger, inse
curity^— would be ended by the 
election o f Roosevelt. Even the 
delegates seemed to  believe th a t 
i t  w ould come to pass!

In  1936 the Dem ocrats were 
r id in g  an economic u p tu rn  ( th a t 
collapsed the fo llo w in g  sum m er), 
a decrease in unem ploym ent plus 
P W A  and W P A  had given hope 
to m illions, and Roosevelt cam 
paigned w ith  v igorous denuncia
tions o f the "econom ic ro y a lis ts ”  
whom  he w ould  now re a lly  d rive  
back. A  fa s t-g ro w in g  labo r m ove
m en t d ire c tly  took p a r t  in  secur
in g  Roosevelt’s re-election.

But Now ?
In  Chicago th is  week, however, 

a lm ost no th in g  rem ained o f the

CIO Die Casters in 3rd Week 
O f Strike at Cleveland Plant

sh ipya rd  w o rke rs  w e n t on s tr ik e  
fo r  a few  cents an hour more 
wages . . . th a t was denounced as 
the w o rk  o f F if th  Colum nists.

Equality of Law  ?
T h a t is the Dem ocracy we are 

asked to  die fo r. One law  fo r  the 
bosses . . . another set o f laws 
fo r  the w orkers.

The N a tion a l Defense Council 
has found i t  possible to  am ortize

spite  o f the fa c t th a t the union ’ the taxes on the P ackard M o to r 
today has a la rg e r num ber o f o r- j Company. T h a t is, paym ent is 
ganizers on its  payro ll than a deferred fo r  several years.

The few  sm all, scat-year ago.
tered shops th a t have been o rgan 
ized in to  the union w ith in  the 

t ra c t  w ith  the governm ent o f past year have been cancelled o u t j arm am en t program , now arrived  
Ecuador fo r  the rese ttlem en t o f i by the equal num ber o f organized | a t  figu re  0f  ten b illio n  dol- 
Spanish L o y a lis t refugees. | (Continued on Page 2) lia rs  fo r  th is  session o f Congress.

B u t every day w o rke rs  shell 
ou t th e ir  hard-earned pennies and 
c a rry  the burden o f the huge

C L E V E L A N D , July 13— Defy
ing anti-picketing injunctions, im 
ported plug uglies, and a vicious 
lynch campaign in the daily press, 
the C IO  National Association of 
Die Casters is putting up a real 
scrap against the Precision Cast
ings Co. in the two-week old 
strike here. This is the third  
strike waged against the plant to 
gain union recognition, several 
attempts by the A F L  to organize 
here having failed in the past.

A fte r workers had barricaded 
the gates w ith a mass picket line 
and overturned cars, a dozen 
workers were hauled into court 
tor violating the injunction. The 
boss press, gnash ing its  tee th  be
cause the p lan t is ju s t over the 
c ity  boundary in the suburb of 
Lakewood where the Cleveland 
police force cannot be tu rned

s p ir it  o f 1932 and 1936. A f te r  
e igh t years o f ru le, the Dem o
c ra ts  had to  squeeze ha rd  to  
w o rk  up a con tra s t between th e ir  
A m erica  and th a t o f H oover; fo r  
in  rea l life  the con tra s t is  scarce
ly  ve ry  apparent. P W A  is gone, 
W P A  is skeletonized, and jobless
ness dogs the w orkers . A  m a jo r
i t y  o f Dem ocrats in  the House 
vote to  bowdlerize the W agner 
A c t, en rag ing  the CIO, w h ile  
T hurm an A rn o ld  hounds the A F L .

In  1936 Roosevelt had been 
able to  exp la in  aw ay the m eager
ness o f the c o u n try ’s ga ins in  fo u r  
years by his onslaugh ts aga inst 
the “ economic ro ya lis ts ." On th e ir  
shoulders he placed the blame. 
Today, however, the Dem ocrats 
can no longer reso rt to  th a t a lib i. 
Roosevelt w i l l  lx- m a k in g  no a t
tacks upon the m oney-changers, 
fo r  th a t w ou ld  be lud icrous w ith  
S te ttin ius , Knudsen and Budd in  
his N a tion a l Defense Council and 
such spokesmen o f W a ll S tree t 
as S tim son and K nox in  his 
c a b in e t!

So a ll th a t the Dem ocrats can 
prom ise, as th e ir  m axim um  fo r  
the next fo u r  years, is con tinua 
tion  o f the present p lig h t o f the 
country .

T h a t isn ’t  ve ry  m uch to  sweep 
the c o u n try  w ith , and a rea liza 
tion  of th a t d iff ic u lty  was a sob
e ring  b lan ke t on the convention. 
Gone was the unfeigned en thus i
asm o f 1932 and 1936— the h igh 
s p ir its  o f assured v ic to rs .

M any jo u rn a lis tic  exp lanations 
were offered o f the indub itab le  
fa c t th a t the convention was no t 
b r im m in g  w ith  joy . Some jo u r 
na lis ts  tr ied  to m ake much o f 
the lack  o f enthusiasm  fo r  a 
th ird - te rm . O thers sought to  d is
cover a pro found break between 
Roosevelt’s close co llabora to rs  in  
W ash ing ton and the professional 
p a r ty  men around the country .

The basic exp lana tion  la y  else
where. W ere Roosevelt’s pros
pects w h a t they had been in  1936 
every de legate— especially now 
th a t Roosevelt w asn ’t  ta lk in g

loose aga inst the w orkers, is 
ho w ling  fo r  the N a tion a l Guard.

The union is show ing in cou rt 
th a t the p la n t h ired professional 
s trikeb rea ke rs  fro m  Toledo and 
D e tro it, and one o f the com pany j " le f t "  as in  1936— would have de
finks  te s tify in g  aga inst a p icke t i lied the Heavens in defense o f 
W'as proved to  be in  ja il d u rin g  b re ak ing  the th ird - te rm  tra d i-  
the tim e  he was alleged to have! tion . B u t Roosevelt’s prospects 
seen rock th ro w in g  by the p ic k e t. , were ve ry  d iffe re n t now.

W hile  the com pany cla im s the 
union has on ly  tw'o o r three m em 
bers in  the en tire  p lan t, i t  f igh ts  
aga inst an N L R B  election on the 
grounds th a t i t  has no r ig h t  to 
"abrogate  the te rm s o f the agree
m ent now in  e ffec t" w ith  
com pany union. M eanw hile 
w o rke rs  are ho ld ing firm  on the 
p icke t line and prom ise to  f in a lly  
beat th is  vic ious an ti-un ion  com 
pany.

Charlottesville High Foint
O nly a m onth ago, i t  had seem

ed th a t Roosevelt had clear sa il
ing  in to  a th ird  te rm . The Repub
licans began to wend th e ir  w ay 

the T o  Philadelph ia  am id the deepest 
th e l £ ,oom ’ F o r w ,la t Roosevelt had 

| los t as a vo te -g e tte r by c u r ta ilin g  
his m in o r concessions to labor, he 
had gained in po w erfu l suppo rt 
in W a ll S tree t and among fa r- 

(Coutinued on Page 3)



Labor In  Minneapolis Observes 
The First Anniversary o f WPA Strike

M IN N E A P O L IS , July 14— The labor movement of tHIs city this i been in  a m uch s tronger position  I and f ig h t fo r  decent appropria - 
vveek celebrated the first anniversary of the great W P A  strike of | today. tions fo r  the unemployed, be-

W ri te  to us— tell  us w h a t ’s go ing on in you r  part of the 
labor movement— what are the workers  th ink ing  about?— tell 
us what the bosses are up to -  and the G-men and the local cops—  
and the Stalin ists— send us that story the capitalist press d idn 't  
p r in t  and tliat story they buried o r  distorted— our pages are open 
to you. Letters must carry  name and address, but indicate i f  you  
do not want you r  name printed.

1939. Some of the leaders of that strike in Minneapolis are still in i " I f  there is s t i l l  a W P A  p ro 
file federal prison at Sandstone, serving sentences on the charge of I g ram  a t a ll in  the U n ited  States, 
"conspiracy” against the W P A  law. I i f  the governm ent has no t ye t

An editorial in this week’s N O R T H W E S T  O R G A N IZ E R , m ilitan t dared to  d ra ft  and reg im en t the
organ of the Teamsters Joint jobless in to  the a rm y, i f  the new
Council, commemorates the oe- son and the federal governm ent; g_m onths- re lie f b i ll provides jobs 
oasion in the following terms: how labo r th rou gh ou t the n a tion . fo r  an average o f 1,900,000 w o rk -

" I t  is d iff ic u lt to  rem em ber th a t, solidariZed *tse"  w lt;b th<7 T J J ’ ! ers m on th ly  (insu ffic ien t as th a t
tyred detendants and flooded th e |¡K^  tqle w ,,r kers can th a n k  them -

Imperialism Is Not 
"New or Revolutionary
E d ito r :

I there was a tim e  when W P A  em- 
ployed about three m illio n  w o rk - 

class, w ith  a c lear fo rce fu l m in d .|e rs , when i t  paid the p re va ilin g  
A fte r s ta r t in g  the L eft O pposi-’ wage scale, when w o rke rs  who 

tion  m ovem ent on its  w ay, c o m -1 were denied jobs in  p riva te  indus- 
rade Halstead w ith d re w  fro m  the t r y  were reta ined on W P A , when
m ovem ent in to  the role o f a sym-

F o r the sake o f those socialist's pa th ize r. He la te r jo ined  one of 
dism ayed by the rise o f the "n ew ”  the s p lin te r movements.
(even "re v o lu tio n a ry ” ) phenome
non o f Fascism  w il l  you please, 
p r in t  these verses I  found quoted 
in  an old tra ve l book, copyrigh ted  
in  1905. E xcep t th a t the Abyssin- 
ians are now called E th iop ians 
and th a t the ru le rs  o f I ta ly  are 
now called Fascists, those lines 
m ig h t have been w r it te n  yeste r
day.

U n fo rtu n a te ly  the name o f the 
poet was om itted . The fu tu re  I  
am sure w ill have good cause to 
rem em ber it.

W il t  thou, I ta lia ,  spurn th e ir  
p rayers  w ith  scorn ?

Snatch the las t m orsel fro m  th y  
se rfs ’ w h ite  lips,

R avish fo r  m urderous s tr ife  th e ir  
eldest born,

A nd  squander m illio ns  on th y  use
less ships?

M ake th ine ill-p a id  o ffic ia ls  band
ed knaves,

D rive  th y  starved sons by tho u 
sands fro m  th y  shore,

Send them  to ro t in  A byssin ian 
graves,

A nd hide the cancer fes te rin g  a t 
th y  core ?

Y e t none the less sha lt thou m ost 
dearly  pay

F o r p la y in g  thus the w a r- lo rd ’s 
pompous pa rt,

W hen thou sha lt feel, a t no fa r-  
d is ta n t day,

The people’s dagger d rive  th rou gh  
th y  heart.

Egitdio M attina
Easton, Pa.

In  sp ite  o f the differences be
tween h im se lf and ou r o rgan iza
tion , the Los Angeles section of 
the Socia lis t W orkers  P a rty  sa l
utes a rebel. W e are sure his 
w o rk  w ill be remembered by the 
w o rk in g  class.

We o ffe r our condolences to  his 
w ife  and sons.

Charles Curtiss 
For the Los Angeles section 
of the Socialist W orkers 
Party

Pacifist Bemoans Our 
"Class Hatred"

The Death of 
Frank Halstead
E d ito r :

I t  is w ith  deep sorrow  th a t we 
re p o rt the news o f the death o f 
F ra n k  Halstead, o f Los Angeles.

Comrade Halstead was one o f 
the  founders o f the L e ft  Opposi
t io n  m ovem ent in  Los Angeles. 
P revious to th a t, lie had been ,a 
m em ber o f the Y oung People's 
S oc ia lis t League in  the days be
fo re  the W ar, a m em ber o f the 
In d u s tr ia l W orke rs  o f the W orld , 
and an active  m em ber o f the  p ro 
gressive group in  the  M ach in is ts  
Union.

W hen the w r i te r  o f these lines 
a rrive d  in  Los Angeles, comrade 
H alstead was rece iv ing  and d is
t r ib u t in g  a bundle o f "M ilita n ts ,"  
and speaking w herever he could 
fo r  the L e f t  O pposition, doing 
pioneer w o rk  in  the then “ w h ite  
spo t”  o f reaction. T h is  period 
m arked  the beg inn ing o f the un
employed m ovem ent in to  w h ich 
the sm all nucleus o f the L e ft Op
position  th re w  its e lf; beg inn ing a 
le f t  w in g  in the la rge unemployed 
co-operative movem ent. In  th is  
m ovem ent comrade H alstead was 
a lead ing figu re, o rg an iz in g  the 
unemployed. W o rk in g  side by side 
w ith  comrade Halstead, I  was 
able to  see a rea l rebel in  action ; 
a rebel who combined a deep lo y 
a lty  to  and fa ith  in  the w o rk in g

E d ito r:
I  do no t w ish to  be too rude o r 

ab rup t w ith  you. I  appreciate 
you r noble and se lf-sacrific ing  
w o rk  fo r  peace. B u t I  believe you 
are using a w ro ng  method.

The real hope fo r  peace lies in  
the re lig ious pac ifis t m ethod as 
applied in trade  un ion action.

I  w ish  I  could help you see the 
re lig ious basis o f a ll tru e  peace, 
so th a t you would stop fom en t
in g  ha tred  aga inst the "Boss 
class.”  B u t unless you do stop it, 
I  have no tim e  to  read you r 
paper.

W ith  best wishes,
John Paisley

Baltimore, Md.
*  *  *

M r. Paisley’s "religious paci
fist” method of fighting against 
w ar is indicated, presumably, 
by the envelope in \yhich he. 
sent his letter: its back con
tains an “an ti-w ar” declaration 
from that great fighter for a 
better world, President Cool- 
idge! T hat example is typical 
of pacifism in general: it  does 
not fight against capitalism, 
the source of war, but only 
against one manifestation of 
capitalism, w ar— and i t  there
fore necessarily denies that 
capitalism and w ar are inex
tricably tied together. Thereby 
i t  serves to defend capitalism.

This issue of the A P P E A L  
carries an im portant article  
dealing w ith one pacifist group, 
the Committee on M ilitarism  in 
Education. The struggle again
st pacifism is a very important 
part of the struggle for an ef
fective working class mobiliza
tion against imperialist war—  
E D ITO R S .

some W P A  w o rkers  made fro m  
$70 to  $103 m on th ly . A ll th a t was 
changed by the Roosevelt-W ood- 
rum  re lie f law  th a t w ent in to  e f
fec t a year ago, and i t  was 
these te rr ib le  a lte ra tio ns  in  re lie f 
standards th a t p re c ip ita ted  the 
spontaneous s tr ik e  o f h a lf a m il
lion  w o rkers  in New Y ork , Penn
sylvania, Ohio, I llin o is , M ich igan, 
W isconsin, M innesota, the D ako
tas and elsewhere. The s tr ik e  
turned ou t to  be the m ost popu lar 
m ovem ent o f mass p ro tes t ever 
o ccu rring  in  the U n ited  States.

" In  M inneapo lis the en tire  la 
bor m ovem ent jo ined hands in  
p ro te s ting  the a tta ck  on union 
wage scales and re lie f standards. 
U nder the leadership o f the M in 
neapolis B u ild in g  Trades Council, 
supported by the C entra l Labor 
U n ion, Local 544’s Federal W o rk 
ers Section, the CIO  and the local 
W orke rs  A lliance  (b u t n o t the A l
liance n a tio n a lly ), thousands o f 
M inneapo lis W P A  w o rkers  jo ined 
the dem onstration.

“ I t  is iro n ica l to reca ll how 
those who today pro test so much 
th e ir  love fo r  “ dem ocracy”  tre a t
ed the M inneapo lis W P A  s tr ik e rs  
la s t Ju ly . H ow  the W P A  a u th o r i
ties refused to  close down the j 
p ro jec ts  in  the m anner custom ary 
in  disputes; how Roosevelt and 
A tto rn e y  General M u rp h y  fired 
th e ir  opening salvos in the cam 
pa ign to psychologize the A m e r
ican w o rke rs  th a t “ You can’t 
s tr ik e  aga ins t the governm ent.” 
We reca ll the reve la tions th a t 
F B I agents were sent in to  M inne 
apolis, disguised as unemployed 
w o rkers  and d irected to  the sew
in g  p ro je c t to spy on the s trike rs . 
And we reca ll the mass in d ic t
m ents by a federa l grand ju ry  fo r  
the flim sy  charge o f "consp iracy,”

W h ite  House w ith  demands th a t 
P resident Roosevelt g ra n t execu
tive  clemency. I t  is to the eterna l 
shame o f Roosevelt th a t he c u rt ly  
rejected the broad popu la r de
mand to pardon a ll the s trike rs .

The F igh t Was Right
"The f ig h t made by  organized 

labo r in  defense o f union s tand
ards was a thousand tim es ju s t i
fied and correct. The in s tinc ts  and 
understand ing o f a ll the hundreds 
o f thousands who pa rtic ip a ted  in  
the 1939 s tr ik e  were sound to  the 
core.

" I t  is a lw ays be tte r fo r  o rgan
ized labo r to resist s tubborn ly  
new repressions o f the enemy, 
than to  g ive up the ba ttle  w ith o u t 
a s trugg le .

"The M inneapolis labo r m ove
m ent did w e ll to  th ro w  its e lf w ith  
fe rv o r in to  the fig h t. N a tu ra lly , 
there were no t and could no t be 
any assurances beforehand th a t 
the f ig h t would be won. B u t had 

j there been F IV E  M O R E M IN N E 
A P O LIS 'S  in  the nation , five 
m ore c ities  where the labo r m ove
m ent took a progressive and re 
sponsible a tt itu d e  tow ards th e ir  
unem ployed b ro thers  and sisters, 
the s tr ik e  would have been won 
hands down, and organized labor 
and the unem ployed would have

selves and above a ll, th a n k  the 
M inneapo lis labo r movem ent. The 
W P A  s tr ik e  o f 1939 ta u g h t the 
ru le rs  o f th is  cou n try  th a t there 
are s t i l l  lim its  beyond w h ich  they 
cannot ven ture  safely.

“ The w o rke rs  and unemployed 
o f the U n ited  States, like  a ll m an
kind, are now co n fro n tin g  one of 
the da rkest and m ost reac tiona ry  
periods in  hum an h is to ry , an 
epoch o f a te rr ib le  new im p e ria l
is t W orld  W ar. The approaching 
entrance o f the U n ited  States in to  
th a t w ar, im pelled by the laws 
o f cap ita lism  and the desire of 
the w e a lth y  A m erican  in d u s tr ia l
is ts  and bankers fo r  new colonies, 
new sources o f ra w  m ateria ls , 
new m arke ts  and spheres o f in 
vestm ent, w i l l  b r in g  about vast 
changes in  the s ta tus o f the un
employed and the problem s th a t 
con fro n t organized labor.

" In  the la s t few  m onths alone, 
Roosevelt has asked fo r  and Con
gress has un ited in  g iv in g  him, 
s ixteen b illio n  do lla rs  fo r  the w a r 
machine— more money tha n  the 
federa l governm ent has spent fo r  
re lie f in  the en tire  la s t s ix  years, 
much more money.

“ H ow  ve ry  w ro ng  and cow ard ly  
were those po litic ian s  and fake

cause, the y  said, "The govern
m ent can’t find  the money, the 
g o v e r n m e n t  hasn 't g o t the 
m oney.”

"The m oney was there a ll r ig h t  
— the a lm ost d a ily  w a r ap p ro p ria 
tions now reveal th is  c learly . I t  
was ju s t th a t the government, did 
not care to  appropria te  i t  fo r  the 
use o f the unemployed, i t  was ju s t 
th a t the po litic ian s  and some sec
tions o f the labo r m ovem ent d id 
n 't  have the courage o r the un 
de rstand ing to  f ig h t fo r  it.

A P P E A L  SALES  
G OING  W A Y  UP'.

500 to San Francisco!

500 to Los Angeles!

500 to Boston!
400 to St. Paul!
100 to Youngstown!

100 to Toledo!
Pushing the A P P E A L  with un

precedented enthusiasm, the com
rades of nine branches, to date

the to ile rs  everywhere take  new 
courage fro m  the m em ory o f the 
brave f ig h t conducted la s t year, 
and vow  anew to  res is t ty ra n n y  
and to  f ig h t fo r  the r ig h t  to life , 
the r ig h t  to  decent jobs a t union 
wages fo r  a ll who w ish  to w ork .

“ On th is  f ir s t  ann ive rsa ry  of 
the G reat W P A  S tr ik e  o f 1939, 
organized labo r d ips its  banners 
a t the grave o f E m il B ergstrom , 
v ic t im  o f B loody F r id a y  a t the 
W P A  sew ing p ro ject. W e again 
solidarizo ourselves and pay hom 
age to  t lie  men and women who 
were convicted o f “ conspiracy,”  
w ith  those who have a lready 
served th e ir  p rison sentences, 
w ith  those bro thers  s t i l l  in ca rce r
ated in prison, and w ith  the fa m i
lies o f those ja ile d  by the gov
ernm ent.

"A g a in s t W a r and the W ar- 
M akers!

“ F o r Jobs a t U n ion W ages fo r  
A ll !

"F o r  U n ion  Wages and Condi
tions on a ll G overnm ent Defense

N E W A R K ’S E L E C T IO N  
C A M P A IG N  N E E D S  A P P E A LS

New ark, N. J. “ The N e w a rk  
branches are do ing w e ll w ith  the 
Appeal. W e are t ry in g  ou t an ex
perim ent, and w i l l  le t you know  
the resu lts soon:

"Some o f the branches do th e ir  
house-to-house w o rk  on a w ide 
scale by go ing  in to  one ne ighbor
hood one week, and then m oving  
on in to  a new neighborhood the 
next. The others are con cen tra t
in g  on one neighborhood alone, 
go ing  th rou gh  w ith  the paper 

drastically increased their bundle ¡one week, and then the next hav-
‘In  the s trugg les to come, may t{,rougho1it the country have

libe ra ls  who refused to dem and| Jobs!’

orders. Week a fte r week they take  
by storm working-class districts, 
factories, mills, union halls— al
ways pleasantly surprised by the 
excellent reception the workers 
accord them.

T his  is no t a new experience to 
the comrades in  auto, w ho have 
been c a rry in g  on mass a c t iv ity  
w ith  the A ppea l fo r  m onths. B u t 
even the auto comrades are ta k 
in g  a b ig  step fo rw a rd  today; 
p rev iously  aided fin a n c ia lly  by the 
N a tion a l Office. The liv e -w ire  
D e tro it  B ranch now in fo rm s  us 
th a t i t  w il l assume com plete f in 
ancia l resp on s ib ility  fo r  its  500- 
a-week bundle! We look fo rw a rd  
to  hearing fro m  F lin t  and Toledo.

The w a y  the comrades th ro u g h 
ou t the c o u n try  have ra llie d  th e ir  
forces to bu ild  the c ircu la tio n  o f 
the Appeal— and the w a rm  recep
tion  g iven them  by  the w o rke rs  SUB D R IY E  
— is an in sp ira tio n  and a fo re 
shadowing o f  the successful fu 
tu re  o f ou r movem ent.

in g  ta lk s  w ith  the w orkers . B o th  
m ethods are b r in g in g  good re 
sults.

"The a ttitu d e  o f the people we 
come across is on the whole s t i l l  
a n ti-w a r. A lth o u g h  here and there  
we do come across a few  who 
have been won over by  the w a r 
pressure, these s t i l l  con s titu te  a 
r o l l  m in o r ity  am ong the w orkers.

“Thus fa r the N ew ark branches 
have more than paid for our first 
two 500-a-week bundles. W e ex
pect to keep this up, and in a 
short while to pay off our back 
debt as well.

“A t the next meeting of the 
District Committee we are going 
to take up the question of in
creasing our bundle again, as the 
paper is invaluable in our cam
paign for George Breitm an for 
17. S. Senator from New  Jersey.”

LONG  IS L A N D  C IT Y  
B R A N C H

BEER and DANCE
at

Rainbow Ball Room
10-21-47 Road 
Long Island City
( in  New Y o rk )

SAT., AUG. 3, 1940
C O N T IN U O U S  D A N C IN G  

P R O F E S S IO N A L  
E N T E R T A IN M E N T

By M A R V E L  SCH O LL
D u rin g  the la s t w ar, the ris in g  

cost o f l iv in g  was one o f the con
tr ib u tin g  fac to rs  to the greatest 
wave o f s tr ikes  w h ich  have ever 
s tru ck  th is  country . Real wages 
dropped w h ile  apparent wages 
rose— liv in g  costs so fa r  ou t-

the a rrests  o f s tr ik e rs  in  the m id -1 s tripped  the increases in  wages 
die o f the n igh t, the astronom ica l th a t by the end o f the w a r real 
ba il figu res set, the tr ia ls  before! wage rates had dropped 25 points.
hand-picked federa l ju ries , and 
the sentencing o f 32 o f ou r b ro th 
ers and sisters.

Proud of Labor’s Record
“ B u t la b o r’s m em ories o f th a t 

s tr ik e  and its  a fte rm a th  are not 
a lto ge th e r da rk . I t  is w ith  tre 
mendous pride  th a t un ion men 
and women can reca ll how 
s taunch ly  organized labo r acq u it
ted its e lf  in  ra lly in g  to the de
fense o f the s tr ik e  v ic tim s  in  the 
ve ry  tee th  o f the governm ent's 
opposition ; how unions th ro u g h 
ou t the c o u n try  sent in  generous 
con tribu tions  to the C entra l L a 
bor U n io n ’s W P A  Defense Com
m it te e -h o w  the defendants and 
the Defense C om m ittee a tto rneys 
were able to  prove to  the sa tis 
fac tio n  of every fa ir-m inde d  per
son the m onstrous ly  u n ju s t na
tu re  o f the governm ent’s persecu
tion  and the innocence of the gov
ernm ent's v ic tim s. We reca ll how 
the s trong  a rm  of labo r was able 
a t the la s t m om ent to  snatch 125 
w o rkers  ou t o f the clutches of 
D is tr ic t  A tto rn e y  V ic to r  A nder

A  ve ry  g raph ic  p ic tu re  o f how 
real and apparent wages stood in 
re la tio n  to  bo th  the cost o f liv in g  
and the p ro fits  garnered by the 
U n ited  S tates Steel C orpora tion  
is shown by the fo llo w in g  figu res:

A p p a re n t cost R eal 
waft:»* o f w age  

Y e a r rates  liv in g - rates
1914 102 103 99
1915 102 105 97
1916 106 118.3 89
1917 112 342.1 79
1918 130 174.4 74

P ro fits  o f tin
si.- m  s Steel 

C orpora tion  
$ 52,716,390 
104,433,846 
316,436,899 
544,994,879 
500,808,116

BAKERY DRIVERS 
WIN SIX-WEEK 
STRIKE IN OHIO

L O R A IN , Ohio— Show ing some 
o f the f ir s t  signs o f life  in  a long 
w h ile  on the p a rt o f A F L  unions 
in th is  open shop tow n, the ba k 
e ry  d rive rs  won a s ix  weeks’ 
s tr ik e  a t the Spang B a k in g  Com
pany here. W o rk in g  as a p a r t of 
the C leveland B a ke ry  D rive rs  
Local No. 52, these d rive rs  won 
recogn ition , pay increases, and 
vacations a fte r  the un ion th re a t
ened to  pu ll the com pany's d r iv 
ers in Cleveland. The CIO steel 
w o rkers  in  L o ra in  also stood 
ready to cooperate w ith  these 
drivers.

A f te r  o rgan iza tion  o f the ba k 
e ry  d rive rs  o f o ther companies in 
Lo ra in  is completed, the Spang 
con tra c t w i l l  be reopened w ith  
the idea of n e go tia tin g  a jo in t  
agreem ent w h ich  w il l  b r in g  con
d itions  here in to  ha rm ony w ith  
those w h ich  p re va il am ong Cleve
land bake ry  drivers. T h is  should 
be the beg inn ing o f a rea l o rgan
iza tiona l d rive  in Lo ra in  w h ich  is 
the m ost backw ard o f the sm all 
c itie s  in  the Cleveland area.

Thus we see th a t w h ile  appar
ent wage rates rose fro m  102 in 
1914 to 130 in  1918 they a c tu a lly  
fe ll 25 po in ts because the cost of 
liv in g  w h ich  stood a t 103 in  ’14 
rose to 174.4 in  '18. And th a t d u r
in g  th is  same period the p ro fits  
o f the U.S. Steel C o rpora tion  rose 
over fo u r hundred and f i f t y  m il
lio n  do lla rs !

In  the sh ipbu ild ing  centers such 
as B a ltim ore , B ath , M aine, etc., 
re n t rates rose 65%. In  D e tro it 
ren ts  w en t up 380% by 1918!

The average increases in  com 
m o d ity  prices were —  c lo th ing  
77%, food 62%, ren t (average) 
15%, l ig h t  and heat 45%, and in 
c identa ls 50%. In  m any cities 
where w a r industries  were con
cen tra ted the land lords raised the 
re n t every tim e there was a wage 
increase and the raise was in  the 
same p ro po rtion !

B u tte r  re ta iled  a t one tim e  d u r
in g  the w a r a t $1.25 per pound. 
Sugar sold fo r  35c per pound and 
a fa m ily  o f five was allow ed on ly 
tw o  pounds per week. W h ite  flou r 
was a lm ost unobtainable.

C lo th ing  and shoes were prac 
t ic a lly  o u t o f s ig h t fo r  m any 
w o rk in g  class fam ilies . Shoes fo r  
school ch ild ren  were made w ith  
paper soles th a t had to be re 
placed on the average of once 
every ten days.

H uge fo rtunes  were made by 
speculators w ho cornered the 
m arke ts  on needed com m odities 
and held them  u n t il the prices 
w ent up. Income ta x  re tu rn s  fo r  
1917 show th a t there  were thou
sands o f new m illio na ires  created 
by th is  method.

A  F E W  O F T H E  S T R IK E S  
D U R IN G  T H E  L A S T  W A R

The w o rk in g  class did no t lik e  
these conditions and they d id  not 
peaceably accept them  as th e ir  
p a tr io t ic  lo t. Econom ists and h is
to rians  call the period fro m  1916 
to 1918 one of “ tu rb u le n t indus
t r ia l  un rest.”  D u r in g  th a t  period 
there  were a to ta l o f 11,430 
s tr ik e s  and 336 lock-outs.

The strike wave was not con-

cen tra ted in  the la rge  in d u s tr ia l 
centers o f the East, b u t s tru c k  
every section o f the coun try . A r i 
zona’s fo u r  leading copper coun
ties were tied  up fo r  three 
m onths.

The C a lifo rn ia  o il fie lds w h ich  
supplied e igh t m illio n  ba rre ls  of 
oil pe r m onth , o r o n e -th ird  o f the 
n a tio n ’s ou tpu t, were tied  up fo r  
several weeks.

A  g ig a n tic  s tr ik e  am ong the 
lum be r w o rke rs  o f the Pacific  
N o rth w e s t d u rin g  the sum m er o f 
1917 saw 70,000 men f ig h t in g  fo r  
h ighe r wages, un ion recogn ition , 
and be tte r w o rk in g  conditions.

A  s tr ik e  am ong the seamen on 
the G reat Lakes stopped 64 ves
sels c a rry in g  w heat and iro n  ore 
fro m  the m iddle West.

In  Chicago a s tr ik e  am ong the 
m eat packers was "a ve rted ”  by 
the W a r La bo r Board. T h is  same 
agency stopped a s tr ik e  w h ich  
would have tied  up the en tire  
ra ilroa d  system  o f the country. 
They also prevented the coal 
m iners in  P ennsylvania and A la 
bam a fro m  s tr ik in g .

F rom  A p r i l  6, to O ctober 6, 
1917 there were 3,000 s trikes.

The wage increases as a resu lt 
o f these s tr ikes  am ounted to  65% 
— in  some industries  the ra te  of 
increase was m ore than  200%.

B U T  T H E Y ’L L  O U T LA W  
S T R IK E S  T H IS  T IM E

D u rin g  th a t period cap ita lism  
could s t i l l  a ffo rd  to  g ra n t the 
concessions they demanded. T o 
day the s to ry  is d iffe ren t. Instead 
o f a ris in g  cap ita lism , we have 
today an economic system  w h ich 
is fa s t fa ll in g  to  pieces.

Roosevelt, as spokesman fo r  
the c a p ita lis t class, knows fu l l  
w e ll th a t the on ly  w a y  the 
U n ited  States can come o u t o f 
the pro jected w a r w ith  its  present 
economic system  in ta c t, is i f  he is 
able to w h ip  the labo r m ovem ent 
to  a pu lp  before the c o u n try  is 
sent in to  the war.

The present wave o f leg is la tion  
aga inst the aliens, the W P A  
w orkers, conscrip tion, the use of 
the Sherm an A n t i - t ru s t  A c t 
aga inst unions a il these are on ly  
fo re -runners  o f w h a t is com ing. 
The persecution to w h ich  the la 
bor m ovem ent w i l l  be sub ject 
once the w a r is under w a y  w il l  
be designed w ith  one purpose in  
m ind— to  break the back o f the 
trade  un ion and rad ica l p o lit ic a l 
m ovem ent— to destroy the th re a t 
w h ich  the organized la bo r m ove
m ent today holds ou t to the cap i
ta lis t  class.

Auto Union Convention 
Spotlights Weaknesses

(Continued from  Page 1)
shops lost by the union d u rin g  the 
same period.

A  conference called on the 
com petitive  pa rts  s itu a tio n  over 
s ix  m onths ago turned ou t to  be 
a 100% fiasco. The s itu a tio n  is so 
bad th a t the officers o f the union 
have even stopped m a k in g  p rom 
ises and excuses fo r  the lack of 
progress in th is  fie ld  and are a t
te m p tin g  to fo rg e t the unpleasant 
sub ject a ltoge ther.

Airplane Campaign On Paper
A t  least h a lf a dozen reso lu

tions have been passed by the 
U A W  conventions, the U A W  In 
te rna tion a l E xecu tive Board and 
the C IO  E xecu tive  Board on the 
im m edia te necessity o f launch ing 
a na tion -w ide o rg an iza tio n  cam 
paign to organize the key a ir 
plane and a irc ra f t  in d u s try . The 
fa c t s t i l l  rem ains, however, th a t 
the union is no fu r th e r  a long on 
the road in  th is  jo b  than i t  was 
a t the tim e i t  f ir s t  adopted its  
resolutions. T h is  week we see the 
In te rn a tio n a l E xecu tive  B o a r d  
has adopted s t i l l  another reso lu
tion  th a t the a irc ra f t  in d u s try  
m ust be organ ized!

80-Hour Week Dropped
P a rtic u la r ly  d isg race fu l is the 

record o f the un ion top leadership 
on the 30-liour week. In  direct vi-

S A N  F R A N C IS C O  
P LACES IT S  O RDER

San Francisco, C alif.— “ W e are
ve ry  anxious to  take advantage 
o f the o ife r of 500 copies o f the 
Appeal a t a reduced ra te . I t  
m ig h t in te res t you to know  th a t 
ve ry  extensive plans fo r  c irc u la t
in g  the Appeal have been made 
and the comrades are ve ry  de
term ined to  see these plans ca r
ried o u t.”

M IN N E A P O L IS  
REPO RTS —

Mpls., Minn.— “We are very 
much inspired by the results of 
our APPEA L, house - to - house 
work. W orkers are reading the 
paper, some get extra copies to 
take to their places of w ork to 
pass out: to fellow workers. Very  
shortly we plan to solicit the 
neighborhoods for subscriptions.”

G O IN G  S LO W LY
Subs continue to come in  stead

ily , b u t a t a d iscou rag ing  low
rate. I t  is to  be hoped th a t  the
la rge scale hoiise-to-house w o rk  
w ill resu lt in an increase in  subs 
in  the near fu tu re .

The past tw o  weeks b ro u g h t in  
a to ta l o f 32 subscrip tions:

St. P a u l ............................  7
Los Angeles .......................  4
Boston .....................................  3
Chicago ...................................  3
O m a h a ..............................  2
M inneapo lis .......................  2
A nd one each fo r  A lle n to w n , 

Youngstow n, Toledo, Rochester, 
Houston, N ew  Y o rk , M ich igan , 
M innesota, C a lifo rn ia , and South 
A m erica.

T o ll you r con tacts  n o t to  le t 
the w a r pressure ge t them  down! 
T e ll them  th a t in  th is  fa ir  demo
c ra tic  land the A ppea l is ce rta in 
ly  good fo r  another s ix  m on ths— 
and i t ’l l  he the best d o lla rs ’ w o rth  
the y  ever collected fo r  100 pen
nies!

F ifth  Column H ysteria  
R unn ing  R io t in  Ohio

YO U N G S TO W N , Ohio, J u ly  12 
—-"F if th  co lum n is t” is hurled a l
ready a t everyone w ho speaks 
aga inst the w a r o r who questions 
B r ita in s ’ role as the sav io r o f 
“ dem ocracy.”  In  Y oungstow n the 
la te s t developm ent o f the f if th  
colum n drive  has taken  a r id ic u 
lous tu rn , w ith  the S he riff an
nouncing th a t M i l t o n  L a k e ,  
source o f the in d u s tr ia l w a te r 
supply in  the va lley , is  being 
guarded by men arm ed w ith  
heavy doub le-barre lled shotguns 
ready to  take  "im m ed ia te  action  
aga inst suspected saboteurs.”  
M ilto n  Lake, besides being- a reser-

o la tio n  o f the in s tru c tio n s  o f the 
C leveland convention, in f la g ra n t 
d is regard  o f the requests o f nu 
m erous large GM locals to  live  up 
to these ins truc tions , the leader
ship has no t even made a pro 
tense o f t r y in g  to  f ig h t fo r  the 
estab lishm ent o f a  30-hour week 
a t 40-hours pay th rou gh ou t the 
autom obile  in du s try .

A nd  y e t the w in n in g  o f th is  
p ro g ra m  is a life  and death ques
tio n  fo r  the w o rke rs  in  th is  in 
dus try , w h ich  is ra tio n a liz in g  and 
re -ra tio n a liz in g  its  p roduction  ev
e ry  year. The In te rn a tio n a l lead
ersh ip gives lip  service to  the
f ig h t fo r  the 30-hour week but, in  the M organ -D uP on t 
practice, believes i t  to be nothing1 Defense Council.”

T h is  sham efu l se ll-ou t has al

the CIO  has a lready accepted a 
post in  the N a tio n a l Defense 
Council under the leadership o f 
Knudsen and S te ttin ius . Thus a 
huge, la bo r-h a tin g , un ion -bus ting  
w a r m achine is a lready being 
constructed under the d irec t lead
ersh ip  o f J. P. M organ  and the 
DuPonts.

Y e t R. J. Thomas. In te rn a tio n a l 
P resident o f the U A W  has a l
ready accepted m em bership on 
the adv iso ry  com m ittee to  Sidney 
H illm a n . The m ilita n t,  pow erfu l 
au to w o rke rs  union has thus, 
w ith o u t the consent o f its  m em 
bership, been com m itted  to  sup
p o rtin g  and g iv in g  its  blessing to 

N a tion a l

b u t im p ra c tic a l moonshine, and 
s ide tracks the f ig h t a t every op
p o rtu n ity , as revealed in the re 
cent nego tia tions on the la s t GM 
agreement.

The New Danger
In  the las t m onths a new a ll-  

im p o rta n t problem  con fron ts  the 
U A W . The U.S. governm ent, un
der the leadership o f Roosevelt 
and the W a ll S tree t bankers, has 
pushed th rough  record ap p rop ria 
tions o f w e ll over ten b illio n  do l
la rs  fo r  the A rm y  and N avy, in 
p repa ra tion  to p lunge in to  the 
W orld  W a r to establish the sup
rem acy o f U.S. Im peria lism . Sid- 
eyn H illm a n , a V ice-P residen t o f

ready borne its  f ir s t  f r u i t  in  the 
fo rm  o f the ro tte n  agreem ent 
signed a t General M otors, ra m 
med down the th ro a ts  o f the auto 
w o rke rs  under the guise o f na
tion a l defense necessity.

The union leadership is do ing 
no th in g  to  prepare and steel the 
auto w o rke rs  fo r  the c r it ic a l days 
th a t lie  ahead. Instead, i t  has 
ushered in  the new period by se ll
in g  the au to  w o rke rs  down the 
r iv e r  o f the W a ll S tree t w a r m a
chine.

(A  second article on the 
problems facing the St. Louis 
convention of the U A W  w ill 
appear next week.)

vo ir, is  also the s ite o f an amuse
m ent p a rk  and o f m any picnics 
and sw im m ing  pa rties  and m ore 
than  one young couple has re 
tu rned  la te ly  te ll in g  stories o f 
arm ed guards s te a lth ily  creeping 
up on them  "lo o k in g  fo r  f i f th  col
um n is ts .”

A lre a d y  the leafle ts o f our 
Y oung Peoples S oc ia lis t League, 
te ll in g  the high-school students to  
beware o f the im p e ria lis t w a r, are 
to rn  down by orders o f the loca l 
police because, accord ing to  the 
local newspaper, “ they suspect 
f i f th  colum n a c t iv ity .”

The w a r veterans, the A m e r i
can Legion, the M ahon ing C ounty 
B a r Association have organized a 
“ s ix th  co lum n"— “ to deal w ith  
f i f th  colum n elem ents by d irec t 
ac tion .” W hen we rem em ber the  
s tr ike -b re a k in g  ro le these se lf- 
s ty led  p a trio ts  played in  the L i t 
tle  Steel s tr ik e  in  1937 and th e ir  
consistent a n ti- la b o r a c t iv i ty  w'e 
know' fu l l  w'ell th a t i t  is the un ion 
m ilita n ts  th e y  w ill a tta c k  firs t.

U N IO N  O F F IC IA L S  S UC CUM B  
TO BOSS P R ESS U R E

The w o rke rs  w i l l  deal w ith  
these g e n try  as they do w ith  a ll 
scabs and strike -b reakers , b u t fo r  
th is  the y  need to be organized 
p o lit ic a lly  in a labo r p a r ty  as w e ll 
as econom ically in  th e ir  unions. 
U n fo rtu n a te ly  they can expect 
l i t t le  help fro m  th e ir  leaders. 
F ro m  the top o ffic ia ls  to the lo w 
est business agent a ll are becom
in g  100% p ro -A lly . Even some o f 
the ou ts tand ing  leaders o f the 
Youngstow n tru c k  d r ive rs  union, 
long regarded as the p il la r  o f p ro 
gressive un ion ism  in  th is  d is tr ic t,  
are now' c a p itu la tin g  in  advance 
to the  w a r fo r  p ro fits  and the 
100% pro-Roosevelt line.

B u t the con trad ic tions  these 
people are fin d in g  themselves in  
m us t ce rta in ly  cause a few  
tw'inges a t least. They find  th a t 
in the D em ocra tic  P a rty  they s it  
down beside the ve ry  bosses they 
have been f ig h tin g  fo r  years, th a t 
these bosses, no t the un ion lead
ers have the decisive voice.

W hat the Last War Taught 
Some American Workers



by Robert L. Birchman

Democrats Offer Four More Years o f Crisis

Is Ethiopian Revolt Growing?
A  d ispatch from  London to the Chicago De

fender ol' J u ly  13 gives de ta ils  o f E th io p ian  s tru g 
gle against I ta lia n  arm ies w h ich, i f  true , are a 
ve ry  s ig n ifica n t developm ent in the colonial s tru g 
g le  fo r  freedom . O rd in a r ily  such a dispatch, 
da te-lined fro m  London, would have to  be taken 
w ith  a g ra in  o f sa lt, fo r  the B r it is h  n a tu ra lly  are 
in te rested  in p a in tin g  a p ic tu re  o f I ta ly  in  d i f 
ficu lties . B u t th is  p a r tic u la r  d ispatch cannot be 
dism issed as B r it is h  propaganda, fo r  i t  is w r itte n  
by  George Padmoro, W est In d ia n  Negro, who is 
an irreconc ilab le  defender o f colon ia l peoples 
aga ins t B r it is h  im peria lism . Padm ore d u rin g  the 
same week-end sent a d ispatch to the P itts b u rg h  
C o u rie r w h ich  reports  th a t the Senegalese sol
d iers evacuated fro m  D u n k irk  to Eng land have 
refused to  jo in  the B ritish -sponsored F rench 
Leg ion  under General de Gaulle and have chosen 
to  re tu rn  to A fr ic a . D ispatches lik e  th a t are no t 
sent by B r it is h  propagandists!

“ M ussolin i, despite a ll reports  to the c o n tra ry ,”  
w r ite s  Padmore, “ is faced w ith  serious and ever- 
increas ing  troub le  in  E th iop ia . Since his declara
tio n  o f w ar, E th io p ian  p a trio ts  have increased 
th e ir  offensive aga inst I ta lia n  garrisons in various 
p a rts  o f E th iop ia .

“ These men, fa r  fro m  being the discouraged 
and disorganized rabble th a t I ta lia n  propaganda 
m akes them  ou t to  be, are a d iscip lined gu e rilla  
force, capable o f s w if t  m ovem ent and deadly a t
ta c k in g  pow er on lines o f com m unications.

“ M ost o f them  are arm ed w ith  m odern wea
pons, the g re a te r p a r t o f w h ich  the y  themselves 
have seized fro m  I ta lia n  colum ns and convoys 
ra ided a t n igh t. . . .

“ W h a t is significant, is  th a t the re  are m any 
I ta lia n s  opera ting  w ith  the E th io p ian  guerillas. 
A lth o u g h  na tive  forces are m a in ly  officered by 
th e ir  own fe llow  countrym en, the y  have an ever- 
g ro w in g  num ber o f I ta lia n s  w ith  them  and, ac
co rd ing  to m y in fo rm a n t, there is m uch d is
con ten t am ong the ranks o f I ta lia n  unem ployed 
( in  the colonies). . . .

“ There are also thousands o f I ta lia n  na tive  
soldiers, especia lly Somalis, deserters fro m  the 
fasc is t forces, now fig h tin g  shoulder to  shoulder 
w ith  the E th io p ians .”

I f  Padm ore has accu ra te ly  s ifted  his in fo rm a 
tio n , th is  resurgence o f E th io p ian  s trugg le  is a 
serious th re a t to  Ita ly .

Roosevelt Branded Jim-Crow
Perhaps n o th in g  makes cleare r the d ifference 

between the special problem s o f the N egro  w o rk 
ers and those o f the w h ite  w o rke rs  than th e ir  
respective re la tions  to  the a rm y  and navy. The 
class-conscious w h ite  w o rk e r has a lready ad
vanced to  the po in t where he should be f ig h tin g  
fo r  un iversa l m il i ta ry  tra in ing- under con tro l o f 
the  trade  unions, fo r  w o rke rs ’ officers, and aga inst 
Conscrip tion and en lis tm e n t uncles, governm ent 
con tro l. The advanced N egro w o rke r, on the o th e r 
hand, s t i l l  has the ta sk  o f f ig h tin g  fo r  the r ig h t  
o f Negroes to  en lis t in  the a rm y  and navy— a 
r ig h t  w h ich  the advanced w h ite  w o rk e r wall, o f 
course, support.

A  b it te r  a tta c k  on Roosevelt as a jim -c ro w  
president appears in the J u ly  13 issue o f the 
P itts b u rg h  C ourier. I t  says in p a rt:

“ The E d ito r  o f the P itts b u rg h  C ourie r requests 
an appo in tm en t fo r  the purpose o f d iscussing the 
jim -c ro w  system  in the arm ed forces o f the na
t io n  th a t relegates colored citizens to  the cate
g o ry  o f servants and laborers. . . .

“ B u t the P resident's secre ta ry  rep lies th a t the 
C h ief E xecu tive  is too busy to 'p e rm it an ap po in t
m en t,’ and insu lts  the in te lligence o f the E d ito r  
and the m illio ns  fo r  whom  he speaks by pre tend
in g  th a t the vic ious jim -c ro w  system  exists be
cause there is such a sm all tu rn o ve r in  ex is ting  
jim -c ro w  m il ita ry  o rgan iza tions th a t there is no 
room  fo r  m ore Negroes. . . .

“ No m a tte r how busy colored people w i l l  be 
nex t year, th e y  w ill have to  help pay the b illions 
th a t  have recen tly  been appropria ted  fo r  the 
support o f the na tiona l defense m achine. To p u t 
i t  m ild ly , they do no t consider i t  a  dem ocra tic  
procedure to  take th e ir  m oney fo r the upkeep of 
an in s titu t io n  w h ich  they arc scarce ly pe rm itte d  
to  en ter and in  w h ich  the y  are prevented fro m  
exe rc is ing  fu l l  op po rtu n ity .

“ They cannot reconcile the wholesale d iscour
agem ent o f N egro  applican ts fo r  A rm y  and N avy  
en lis tm en t w ith  the f ra n t ic  drive  fo r  w h ite  
recru its . . . .

"T he y  are unable to  see w h y  some o f the new 
w a rsh ips w h ich  th e ir  m oney is he lp ing to  bu ild  
canno t be manned by colored citizens in  the face 
o f so m uch ta lk  about ou r ‘people's N a vy .’ . . .

“ They fec i th a t the P resident should s it  down 
and fra n k ly  discuss th is  m a tte r  w ith  one who 
represents them  and has led the f ig h t fo r  them, 
m ake some defin ite  s ta tem ent about i t  one w ay 
o r the other, and do som eth ing as com m ander-in
ch ie f o f the arm ed forces th a t w ou ld  lead them  
to  have confidence in  h is good in tentions.

“ B u t the P resident’s secre ta ry  w rite s  th a t he 
is  ‘too busy.’

“ I t  is w e ll to  m ention th a t e ig h t years ago M r. 
Hoover was also 'too busy’ .”

Negro Printers Get Union Charter
The N o rth  A m erican  P r in t in g  Pressmen and 

A ss is tan ts  U n ion  ( A F L )  g ranted a c h a rte r to  
some 20 Negro p r in te rs  and pressmen o f A tla n ta , 
G eorg ia  la s t m onth and thereby p a r t ia l ly  bettered 
a sham efu l s itu a tio n  created by the In te rn a tio n a l 
Typog raph ica l Union. The IT U  had refused to 
g ra n t these Negroes a ch a rte r o r m em bership in  
o ther locals; an appeal to  the la s t na tiona l con
ven tion  o f the IT U  to  remove a jim -c ro w  clause 
fro m  its  con s titu tio n  was unsuccessful. F o r near
ly  tw o  years th is  u g ly  s itua tion  lasted.

F in a lly  the pressmen's in te rn a tio n a l came 
th ro u g h  w ith  a cha rte r.

T h is  is an im p o rta n t step in  b re ak ing  down 
li ly -w h ite  un ionism  in  the  South. B u t we hope 
th a t  another group o f Negroes in  another South
e rn  c ity  s ta rts  pounding on the doors o f the IT U . 
The ne x t f ig h t w il l,  we hope, be conducted w ith  
m ore p u b lic ity . The A tla n ta  g roup  fo u g h t w ith  a 
l i t t le  too m uch p rivacy .

(Continued from Page 1)
sighted businessmen who saw eye 
to  eye w ith  Roosevelt on fo re ign  
po licy.

The m axim um  o f support m ust 
be arranged as q u ic k ly  as pos
sible fo r  F rance and England, 
A m erica ’s fortresses in Europe, 
W a ll S tree t agreed, and con tinu 
i t y  o f Roosevelt in  office was a 
m in o r price to pay fo r  con tinu-

lessly labeled as a fr ie n d  o f H i t 
le r ’s foes; a man s ta r t in g  w ith  a 
clean slate would be m ore useful 
in the p re lim in a ry  rounds o f the 
com ing w o rld  battles.

W hatever th e ir  p a r tic u la r  rea
sons, a ll the a u th o r ita tiv e  spokes
men fo r  b ig  business now agree 
on th is : they have a freedom  of 
choice about the presidency to 
day th a t they did no t have on

i ty  and acce leration o f his fo r- :J u n e  10. H it le r ’s f irs t  successes 
eign po licy. On June 10, the day made Roosevelt indispensable;

H it le r ’s fu r th e r  successes, w ip in g  
Europe ou t o f A m erican  ca lcu la
tions, m ake Roosevelt qu ite  d is 
pensable !

Roosevelt Recognizes Change
The changed perspective fo r  

fo re ign  po licy  had to  be recog
nized by Roosevelt h im se lf, before 
the convention opened. H is  J u ly  
10 message to Congress contained 
th a t la w y e r’s fo rm u la : “ we w ill 
not send our men to  take  p a r t in  
European w a rs .”  Though, upon 
exam ination , i t  is  meaningless as 
a com m itm en t aga inst sending 
sold iers overseas— he could s t i l l  
send them  fo r  A m erican  wra rs !— 
i t  would never have been u tte re d  
by Roosevelt had the s itu a tio n  not 
changed so d ra s tic a lly  since his 
C h a rlo tte sv ille  speech e xa c tly  a 
m on th  before. Bankhead and 
B a rk ley 's  speeches fo llow ed su it.

Unable to  o ffe r the masses 
m ore than a con tinua tion  o f th e ir  
present, p lig h t, and shorn o f th e ir  
ta lk in g -p o in t o f an im m edia te na
tio n a l em ergency— no wonder the 
delegates a t Chicago were none 
too enthusiastic.

Best None Too Good
They dra fted  Roosevelt because 

he was s t i l l  th e ir  best candidate; 
who else could they p u t up? B u t 
they had the d is tin c t fee ling  th a t 
th e ir  best was none too good in  
the new s itua tion . Tw ice Roose
v e lt had provided the best-pos
sib le f ig  le a f fo r  th e ir  p a r ty — 
th a t incred ib le bloc o f Southern 
p o ll- ta x  Bourbons, c o rru p t b ig - 
c ity  m achines and w o rke rs ’ votes.

B u t a ll the y  could o ffe r the 
w o rk in g  masses, now, was m a in 
tenance o f the s ta tus  quo. T h a t 
is n 't  m uch. A nd  the m ore fa r-  
seeing o f the delegates under
stood i t  w e ll enough. Even i f  the 
w o rke rs  don’t  have a rea l a lte r 
na tive— a Labo r P a r ty — they can 
s t i l l  vote w ith  th e ir  fee t. I f  
enough o f them  do, W illk ie  w ill 
be elected. T h a t ve ry  rea l pos
s ib il i ty  haunted the D em ocra tic  
convention.

Roosevelt made his C harlo ttes
v ille  speech, p ledg ing  “ the m a te r
ia l resources o f th is  na tio n ”  to 
the aid o f Eng land and France, 
he unquestionab ly had the back
in g  o f the m ost po w erfu l sections 
o f the c a p ita lis t class. Had the 
s itua tion  rem ained as i t  was th a t 
day, the Novem ber elections 
would have been a w a lk -aw ay.

N ew  F ore ign  Perspective
B u t the s itu a tio n  q u ic k ly  

changed. F rance cap itu la ted , and 
the po ss ib ility  o f B r ita in  ho ld ing 
ou t became s lig h t. In  th a t event
u a lity , the A m erican  c a p ita lis t 
class had to  drop the perspective 
o f im m edia te  aid to  G erm any’s 
opponents. F o r w ith o u t B r ita in  
and France as fortresses fro m  
w h ich  to f ig h t G erm any, A m erica  
had to  th in k  o f a d iffe re n t k ind  
o f a w a r and o f a d iffe re n t tim e- 
perspective.

Instead o f preoccupying its e lf  
w ith  p ro v id in g  arm s fo r  F rance 
and B r ita in , A m erican  im p e ria l
ism m ust th in k  now f ir s t  o f t ig h t 
ly  o rg an iz in g  the en tire  W estern 
Hem isphere as its  base o f opera
tions. Instead o f the problem  o f 
sending to  Eng land and France 
as m any a irp lanes and m un itions  
as could be m anufactured w ith in  
the nex t fe w  m onths, the exclu
sion o f England and F rance fro m  
A m erican  ca lcu la tions m eant th a t 
the w a r prob lem  becomes one of 
a longer view , o f o rgan iz ing  
A m erica  as the d ire c t challenger 
o f Germ an im peria lism .

Roosevelt Now Dispensable
T h a t changed perspective to p 

pled Roosevelt fro m  his pedestal 
as the m an o f the  hour. T h a t 
changed perspective trans fo rm ed  
the Republican convention fro m  
the gloom  o f its  p re lim ina ries  to  
a new-born hope o f success by 
the tim e  W illk ie  was nom inated. 
The lav ish  praise heaped upon 
Roosevelt by W a ll S tree t spokes
men d u rin g  the e a rly  days of 
June was tu rned  o ff lik e  a fa u 
cet: a f te r  a ll, i f  they were go ing 
to  have a l i t t le  tim e  to  prepare 
fo r  the s trugg le  fo r  w o rld  supre
m acy, these b ig  businessmen 
would p re fe r to  have one o f th e ir  
own men in  the W h ite  House and 
no t a fid g e ty  agen t who, m ore
over, was los ing his mass appeal.

F u rthe rm o re , the new perspec
tive  involves the need fo r  "peace
fu l”  m aneuvers w ith  H itle r iz e d  
E u ro p e ; Roosevelt is  too hope

W ill Workers Vote For Roosevelt?
W ill the g re a t m a jo r ity  o f the | fo r  “ friends  o f la b o r”  lik e  Gover-

w o rkers  vote fo r  Roosevelt? A t  
f irs t  glance th is  m ay seem to  be 
a sim ple question. There is no L a 
bor P a rty , thanks  to  the trade 
union bureaucracy. To vote fo r  
N orm an Thomas cannot bu t seem 
pointless even to m il ita n t  w o rk 
ers; fo r  the Socia lis t p a r ty  o f 
Thomas offers them  n e ithe r a m il
ita n t p rogram  o f im m edia te tasks 
no r a revo lu tiona ry  w ay o u t; its  
m iddle-class g e n t il ity  makes i t  
a lien to the w orkers. A s fo r  v o t
in g  fo r  B row der, the rea liza tion  
th a t the C om m unist p a r ty  is no t 
a free agen t fo r  w o rke rs ’ action, 
bu t an obedient tool o f the K re m 
lin , used fo r  rea c tion a ry  ends, has 
pervaded the m il ita n t  w orkers. 
Too m any o f them  have seen the 
reac tiona ry  role o f the S ta lin is ts  
in the trade unions.

Faced, then, by l i t t le  m ore than 
a choice between Roosevelt and 
W illk ie , w on ’t  the w o rke rs  vote 
fo r  Roosevelt ? Even i f  the d is
tin c tio n  between the tw o  is s lig h t 
— and the masses in the trade un
ions understand th is  b e tte r than 
they are g iven c re d it fo r— w h a t 
else is there fo r  the w o rkers  to  
do except to vote fo r  Roosevelt?

So i t  m ig h t seem. B u t we ven
tu re  to  say th a t a t least some o f 
the shrew der ana lysts in  the 
D em ocra tic  m achine are no t so 
sure.

LESSONS O F  T H E  
O H IO  P R IM A R IE S

The recent p rim aries  in  the 
he av ily  indu s tria lized  sta te o f 
Ohio have g iven these analysts 
food fo r  though t. In  the  ch ie f 
p ro le ta ria n  centers o f th a t state, 
labor-indorsed men u n ifo rm ly  
fa ile d  to  w in  the prim aries . Des
p ite  the back ing  o f the C IO  and 
A F L  (in  some cases o f bo th ), 
they were defeated by openly re 
ac tio na ry  candidates. They could 
easily have been elected by  the 
masses o f w o rke rs  w ho were reg
istered in  previous elections as 
Dem ocrats.

The difference between the la 
bor-indorsed candidates and th e ir  
opponents was n o t su ffic ie n tly  
in s p ir in g  to ga lvanize the w o rk 
ers to  go and vote fo r  the men 
th e ir  un ion leaders designated as 
“ friends  o f labo r.”  In  previous 
elections, no ta b ly  in  1936, they 
had heeded the exhorta tions  o f 
the ir, un ion leaders and voted—
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Behind the Lines
British Maneuver to Stave Off Japanese 

Action Before German Assault
by G EORGE S T E R N

On the  eve. o f the G erm an a t 
tack  on the B r it is h  Isles, B r ita in  
is m aneuvering in  a hasty  and 
desperate e ffo rt to  w a rd  o ff Jap
anese blows on its  w h o lly  unpro 
tected A s ia tic  flank . L a s t week 
the Japanese, dazzled by the

shipment of arms and w ar 
supplies through Burm a would 
stop— for a  period of three 
months.

W h a t the B r it is h  w a n t is to 
ga in  tim e. W h a t the Japanese 
w a n t f irs t  o f a ll is an end to

prospects opened up fo r  them  by th c ir  bogged. down w a r in  c h in a
the disappearance of B r it is h  pow 
er fro m  the East, began p u ttin g  
the heat on. T h e ir f ir s t  step was 
to choke o ff the B u rm a  supply 
rou te  to  China, ju s t as they have 
a lready closed the ra il and road 
lin k s  between F rench  Indoch ina 
and the Chinese southwest.

Japanese forces began ring
ing the south China British  
citadel of Hongkong. The B ri
tish authorities there, thrown  
into a real panic, started evac
uating their women and child
ren. On July 13 the British  
yielded and announced that

YOU CAN HELP!
Buy A Set of

Trotsky's Historic Speech
(In English)

Made fo r the New Y ork mass meeting 
celebrating the Tenth Anniversary o f the 
founding of the Fourth International

Recorded on two 12-inch discs 78R

Specially Priced —  $3.50

Full Proceeds to :

TROTSKY'S DEFENSE FUND

P io n e e r  P u b lis h e rs
116 U N IV E R S IT Y  P L A C E N E W  Y O R K , N . Y .

in  o rder to  be free to exp lo it the 
broad advantages they see open
in g  to them.

The new situation places the 
Chinese government a t Chung
king on the sharp end of the 
spike. The resistance of Chiang 
Kai-shek and Co. to the Japan
ese has been based upon the 
support of the U.S. and B ri
tain. I f  that support defaults 
now— as seemingly it, must—  
Chiang w ill have to seek a  new 
principal.

He need no t a t a ll tu rn  a t once 
in supp lica tion  to Japan. The t r i 
an gu la r s itu a tio n  in v o lv in g  Ger
m any, Japan, and the S oviet U n 
ion leaves h im  s t i l l  w ith  am ple 
room  fo r  m aneuvering. Germ any, 
be i t  remembered, never e n tire 
ly  severed its  fr ie n d ly  connections 
w ith  C hiang even a fte r  i t  entered 
in to  its  fam ous an ti-C o m in te rn  
pact w ith  Japan.

Secondly, there is the con
tinuing source of supply from  
the Soviet Union. The Japan
ese are not likely to succeed in 
pinching off the last remaining 
road from the outside world in
to the unoccupied portions of 
Chino, the road from  the Sovi
et: Turkestan frontier. Nor is 
Stalin likely to stop playing 
along with. Chiang a t a  time 
when renewal of Soviet-Japan
ese strife seems not fa r off. The 
fact that the Soviet Union and 
Germany are latently in con
flict despite their pact provides 
the canny Chiang and Chung
king w ith a perfect set-up for 
keeping his own pot boiling. 
No, Chungking is not likely to 
play along w ith  the British  
“peace.” Chiang Kai-shek has 
too little  to hope for now from  
making terms w ith  Tokyo.

nor Davey who broke the “ l i t t le  
s tee l”  s tr ik e  s h o r tly  a fte rw a rd  
w ith  the use o f the N a tio n a l 
Guard. T h is  tim e  the exhorta tions  
fe ll on deaf ears.

They could on ly  have been 
b ro ug h t ou t to  the p rim a rie s  i f  
they were being asked to support 
bona-fide la bo r cand ida tes— and 
th a t could on ly  mean a  Labor 
P a rty . A n y th in g  less tha n  tha t, 
even a un ion-card -ho ld ing  Dem o
c ra t, w asn’t  enough to  b rin g  
them  out.

F A R M E R -L A B O R  D E F E A T  
S H O U LD  T R O U B L E  
D EM O C R A TS

M innesota trade  un ion is ts  can 
o ffe r tes tim ony w h ich  can on ly 
add to  the fea rs  o f the Demo
crats. W ith  the onset o f the eco
nom ic crisis, G overnor Olson led 
the F a rm e r-L a b o r P a r ty  to one 
v ic to ry  a f te r  another. A f te r  his 
death his successor in  the p a rty , 
G overnor Benson, was able to 
score an enormous electora l m a
jo r ity .  W hen Benson ra n  fo r  re- 
election aga inst the Stassen Re
pub lican m achine in  1938 the 
Benson m achine took  fo r  g ranted 
an easy v ic to ry . D id n ’t  they have 
the support o f the labo r m ove
m ent and the fa rm ers?

The progressive trade  union 
leaders in  M inneapo lis knew  be t
ter. They warned the F a rm er- 
Labo r po litic ians , b u t the la tte r  
dismissed the w a rn ings  w ith  i r r i 
ta ted  contem pt. The Socia lis t 
W orkers  P a r ty  o f M innesota is 
sued an “ Open L e tte r  to  Gover
nor Benson,”  w a rn in g  th a t  the 
w o rke rs  and fa rm ers  were no t 
go ing to  assure the  election. We 
pointed o u t th a t the w ate red- 
down p rogram  o f the F a rm e r-L a 
bor P a r ty — by th a t tim e  i t  was 
l i t t le  more tha n  a le f t  w in g  o f the 
Dem ocrats, w o rk in g  w ith  them  
n a tio n a lly  in  re tu rn  fo r  s tate 
suppo rt— was no t go ing to insp ire  
the w o rke rs  and fa rm e rs  to  tu rn  
o u t fo r  Benson. O n ly  a rad ica l re-

o rie n ta tio n  o f the F a rm e r-L a b o r 
p a rty , a new prog ram  o f bold de
mands on beha lf o f the  unem 
ployed and the fanners , could w in  
the election.

Benson’s “ b ra in  t r u s t ”  re jected 
these proposals. They too k  the 
la bo r m ovem ent fo r  granted, as 
som eth ing they had in  th e ir  pock
et.

So the F a rm er-L ab o rites  con
cen tra ted th e ir  a tte n tio n  on the 
m ore prosperous fa rm ers, the 
m a in  group they were w orried  
about.

Stassen won the election by  a 
w hopp ing m a jo r ity . The m ore 
prosperous fa rm ers  voted fo r  h im  
despite a ll the e ffo rts  o f Benson. 
The neglected w o rke rs  and poor
e r fa rm ers  e ith e r d id  not vote a t 
a ll or, p a r t ic u la r ly  in  the ru ra l 
sections, voted fo r  Stassen.

W h a t is more, an ana lys is  o f 
solid w o rk in g  class w ards in M in 
neapolis showed th a t good union 
men, m ilita n ts , had in  m any cases 
voted fo r  Stassen. Men who 
w ould  no t dream  o f v io la t in g  a 
un ion decision in  the  economic 
field, men who were ready to  go 
on the p icke t line  a t a m om ent’s 
notice, had voted aga inst the un 
ions’ appeals. W h y?  I t  is hard to 
p u t i t  in  a few  words. They were 
s ick  o f Benson, outraged by  his 
d is lo y a lty  tow a rd  the unions, d is
gusted by his pretense o f being a 
fr ie n d  o f labor. T h a t Stassen 
w ould  be no b e tte r they could 
w e ll understand. B u t faced w ith  
a choice between the tw o, they 
go t even w ith  the s-o-b who had 
a lready been the governor.

The atm osphere around the 
D em ocra tic  cam paign today is 
rem in iscent o f Benson’s 193?. 
cam paign. The a le rt ana lys ts  o f 
the D em ocra tic  p a r ty  w i l l  be los
in g  m any a n ig h t ’s sleep w o rry 
in g  about th is  prob lem — a p ro b 
lem  w h ich  is insoluble fo r  any 
c a p ita lis t p a r ty  or, fo r  th a t m a t
te r, fo r  any p a r ty  com m itted  to  
the e x is tin g  system.

Youth Congress Shows 
Stalinists Preparing to 
Drop "Anti-W ar” Line

The h a lf- tu rn  taken  by  the 
S ta lin is ts , p u b lic ly  recorded a t 
the A m erican  Y ou th  Congress 
sessions a t Lake Geneva, W iscon
sin, J u ly  3-7, was reported in  las t 
week's Appea l. Some fu r th e r  de
ta ils  now ava ilab le  m ay  help to  
ind ica te  the exact s ignificance o f 
th is  la te s t S ta lin is t move.

The new S ta lin is t o rie n ta tio n  
was s ig n ifica n t no t on ly fo r  w h a t 
i t  said, b u t also fo r  w h a t i t  did 
no t say. The S ta lin is t f ra c t io n ’s 
“ D ec la ra tion  o f the A m erican  
Y ou th  Congress on N a tion a l De
fense”  includes no specific p ro 
nouncem ent aga inst economic aid 
to  the B rit is h . I t  makes no a tta ck  
upon the trem endous ten b illio n  
d o lla r defense program , and does 
no t even m ention  Roosevelt’s 
name where, fo rm e rly , he would 
be the foca l p o in t o f a tta c k  as 
the leader o f the p ro -w a r o rie n ta 
tion .

In  the m ids t o f fea rs expressed 
about the danger o f A m erican  in 
vo lvem ent in  w ar, the re  suddenly 
springs o u t o f the docum ent a 
denuncia tion o f "proposals fo r  
A m erican  p a rtic ip a tio n  in  a new 
M un ich a t the expense o f the peo
ple o f ou r own and o th e r lands.”  
T h a t is, pure “ co llective  s e cu rity ”  
s tu ff o f the 1935-1939 v in tage !

The key sections o f the  “ Dec
la ra tio n ”  are best understood in 
the lig h t  o f the c ircum stance in 
w h ich  i t  was in troduced.

The one specific peace a c t iv ity  
proposed fo r  the A m erican  Y ou th  
Congress, an ti-conscrip tion , was 
under discussion. ( I t  looks a t th is  
w r i t in g  as though the D em ocra tic  
convention is go ing to  take  th is  
proposal fo r  its  ow n !) Joseph 
Lash, spokesman fo r  the pro- 
Roosevelt forces, was a rg u ing  
th a t the an ti-con sc rip tio n  reso lu
tio n  did no t prov ide fo r  em er
gencies, such as invasion o f the 
coun try .

S T A L IN IS T S  M E E T  L A S H  
H A L F  W A Y — A N D  M O RE

I t  was then th a t M ac Weiss, 
Y oung C om m unist League presi
dent, proposed th a t the an ti-con 
sc rip tion  reso lu tion  be prefaced 
by the “ dec la ra tion  on na tiona l 
defense.”  T h a t was m ore than  
s a tis fa c to ry  to  Lash, fo r  here are 
the tw o  key pa rag raphs in  the 
“ dec la ra tion ” :

“W e declare our readiness to 
contribute to the great task of 
defending our country and our 
democratic rights against any

attack of enemies from  w ith 
out and against betrayal from  
within, as in France. W e are 
prepared to support whatever 
measures m ay be necessary for 
such defense of our nation and 
our inalienable rights and liber
ties to which we are entitled  
under the Declaration of Inde
pendence, the Constitution, and 
the B ill of Rights.

“In  any w ar in which our 
country may be engaged, we 
— the youth— will be the first to 
suffer, the first to shed our 
blood, the first to die. Our 
readiness to make every sacri
fice in a just cause gives us the 
right to insist that we shall be 
called upon to make such sac
rifice only in a just cause. I t  
gives us the right to Insist that 
our needs and aspirations, our 
aims and ideals be incorporated 
into the heart of any program  
elaborated for the defense of 
our country.”

There is the m eat o f the dec
la ra tio n : leav ing  the w ay open to 
fin d in g  a ju s t cause— under the 
present, c a p ita lis t governm ent o f 
the U n ited  S tates— fo r  w h ich  i t  
is O.K. to  die. S ta lin  and Roose
v e lt o r Roosevelt’s successor, 
when they agree on th a t  ju s t 
cause, w i l l  d ic ta te  i t  to  a w illin g  
A m erican  Y o u th  Congress.

M E A N W H IL E  T H E  L IN E  COM 
B IN E S  IR R E C O N C IL A B L E S

Pending th a t S ta lin-R oosevelt 
agreem ent, the A m erican  Y ou th  
Congress, lik e  a ll o th e r S ta lin is t 
in s titu tio n s , w i l l  continue to  ped
dle a m ix tu re  o f the p o s t-H it le r  
pact “ a n ti-w a r”  line  and broad 
h in ts  o f the com ing new line.

A  grotesque exam ple provided 
by the Y ou th  Congress in its  res
o lu tio n  on the colonies. I t  achieves 
the fe a t o f com b in ing Roosevelt’s 
line o f opposing tra n s fe r o f colo
nies fro m  one power to  another 
(i.e., fro m  B r ita in  and France to 
G erm any), w ith  a “ dem and”  fo r  
colon ia l independence! I t  resolves 
“ th a t the S ix th  A m erican  Y ou th  
Congress stands opposed to  the 
tra n s fe r o f colonies fro m  one 
power to  another, and supports 
the f ig h t o f colon ia l peoples to 
secure th e ir  independence.”  T h a t 
"a nd ”  connects tw o  abso lu te ly  in 
com patib le  propositions! I t  is 
the re fore  the f i t t in g  sym bol o f 
the present stage o f the S ta lin is t 
line.

Social Democrats 
T ry  H a rd  to B lu r  
Lesson o f  France

By F E L IX  M O RRO W
I f  you read the labo r and lib e ra l press, you have 

been reading th ree bas ica lly  d iffe r in g  stories 
about the events in F rance : (1) the bourgeois- 
dem ocra tic  and socia l-dem ocra tic— these tw o  te ll 
essentia lly  the same s to ry ; (2) th a t  to ld  by the 
S ta lin is ts ; (3) the  s to ry  w h ich  we, the revo lu 
t io n a ry  M a rx is ts , te ll.

The differences between ou r account o f the  
F rench debacle and those o f the S ta lin is ts  and 
social dem ocrats arc  n o t m ere ly  one o f “ in te r 
p re ta tio n .”  Facts, as Len in  used to say, are s tub 
born th in g s ; some facts, i f  true , m ake im possib le 
a g iven in te rp re ta tio n  o f the events. Hence no 
one can, w ith  a wave o f his hand about d iffe rin g  
in te rp re ta tion s , avo id the task  o f d e te rm in ing  
w h a t the fac ts  are; he m ust then accept on ly  th a t 
in te rp re ta tio n  w h ich  flow s fro m  those facts.

In  the com ing weeks I  sha ll deal w ith  the 
S ta lin is ts . Here I w ish  to add a few  com m ents 
to w h a t I  said la s t week about the fa ls ific a tio n  
o f the fa c ts  abou t F rance by  the social demo
crats. To its  previous lies the la te s t New Leader, 
o rgan  o f the Social D em ocra tic  Federation, adds 
new d is to rtions.

A New Alibi
For French " Democracy"

The New  Leader, a p pa ren tly  recovering  some
w h a t fro m  the hys te ria  induced by the tra n s 
fo rm a tio n  in to  fasc is ts  o f its  ido ls o f yesterday, 
no longer repeats such obviously  fa n ta s tic  lies as 
the one about a “ fasc is t pu tsch," w h ich  was its  
previous exp lanation  fo r  the tra n s fo rm a tio n  o f 
F rench  dem ocracy in to  to ta lita r ia n is m . I ts  J u ly  
13 issue a ttem p ts  a m ore subtle  apology fo r  the 
F rench bourgeoisie.

Here are ty p ic a l pa rag raphs:
“This week, to a world mourning defeat- 

afte r defeat of democratic forces, came the 
heartening news that Ia*on Blum, Paul Key- 
naud swathed in bandages, and scores of other 
French democratic loaders were in Vichy fight
ing to keep alive the French tradition of L iber
ty. Equality, F ratern ity .

“The attem pt to force upon the country a 
fascist constitution w ith the consent of a rump  
parliam ent met its first resistance from a group 
of deputies and senators headed by H errio t, 
president of the Chamber, who succeeded in 
forcing the government to submit the consti
tution to a  plebiscite. This in itself may save 
the Third Republic, but it is symptomatic of 
the coming political battles in France, the con
sequences of which may be profound.

“Herriot also took the lead in repelling the 
shameful plan of the counter-revolutionary gov
ernment to throw a sop to Berlin and Rome by 
try ing  Daladier, Mandel and other political 
leaders for alleged responsibility for the w ar. 
Leeon Blum, one of the men upon whom the 
hatred o f the reaction is centered, appeared 
challenglngly a t Vichy, ready to face the music 
and givfe battle.”

I t  is easy enough to  show th a t  th is  s tu ff is  
compounded o f u n tru th s  and h a lf- tru th s . F o r ex
am ple: H e r r io t ’s “ leadership”  aga inst fascism  ac
tu a lly  consisted o f (1) com plete silence on his 
p a r t as he piesided a t  the Cham ber o f D eputies ’ 
session w h ich  ra tif ie d  the to ta lita r ia n  proposals; 
(2) a t the subsequent jo in t  session o f the Cham 
ber and the Senate, H e rr io t  was so r-r-r-e v o lu - 
t io n a ry  as . . . to  re g is te r Ins abstention on the  
vote ; (3) i f  i t  was so w o nd e rfu l fo r  H e rr io t  to  
defend D alad ier, then La va l is also w onderfu l, 
fo r  accord ing to  a J u ly  10 A.P. re p o rt La va l de
fended D a lad ie r and o th e r absentees, and com
pla ined th a t the y  had been prevented fro m  p a r
t ic ip a t in g  by the a rm is tice  com m ission’s re fusa l 
to  provide tra n sp o rta tio n  fro m  N o rth  A fr ic a .

B u t u n tru th s  about th is  in d iv id u a l o r th a t is  
no t the m ain c rim e  com m itted  in  the N ew  Leader 
accounts. The m ain crim e is th a t these accounts 
de lib e ra te ly  seek to  evoke, w ith  references to  
H e rr io t, B lum , Reynaud, the im pression th a t— a l
though defeated and w ith  a few  defections— the 
“ dem ocra tic  leaders”  o f yeste rday su b s ta n tia lly  
rem a in  also today. A t all costs the “ N ew  le a d e r” 
w ill no t tell the simple fact: th a t the same French  
bourgeoisie w h ich  held power yesterday by lean
ing on the workers’ organizations, today holds 
power by leaning on H itle r and a French m ilita ry  
dictatorship— but yesterday and today it is the 
same French bourgeoisie. A t  a ll costs the “M arx 
is ts ”  o f the New Leader w ill  n o t use the M a rx ia n  
categories o f classes: fo r  them  there  is no bour
geoisie, the re  are on ly  “ dem ocra ts”  and “ fasc is ts .”  
T h a t yeste rday 's  dem ocrats become today ’s fa s 
c is ts— th a t is som eth ing w h ich  the N ew  Leader 
seeks to  suppress as m uch as i t  can, fo r  cen tra l 
to  its  ideology is the m y th  th a t the re  is an im 
penetrable w a ll between bourgeois dem ocracy and 
fascism .

New Leader's Method
A s in  o th e r aspects o f th e ir  degeneracy, the 

m ethod employed in  the above quota tions by  the  
social dem ocrats is iden tica l w ith  th a t em ployed 
by the S ta lin is ts . In  China, fo r  example, the  Com 
in te rn  swore by  C h iang-K a i-S hek in  1925-27; 
then Chiang ceased to lean on the C om inte rn , 
chang ing  to lean ing  on the  im p e ria lis ts ; w here
upon W ang -ch ing -w c i took C h iang ’s place in  the 
p laud its  o f the C om in te rn ; when W ang ca p itu 
la ted to Chiang, the C om inte rn  trans fe rre d  its  
pra ise to  the banner o f the (bourgeois) K uom in - 
tang. In  A m erica  the same business is ta k in g  
place w ith  Roosevelt and John L. Lew is.

The same m ethod is employed by the social 
dem ocrats. Y este rday they swore by W eygand 
and P e ta in ; now these are tra ito rs , and the praise 
goes to  H e rr io t  and Reynaud; i f  to m o rro w  these 
cap itu la te , m aybe General de G aulle (w hom  no
body ever heard o f u n t il June 15) w i l l  rem a in ; i f  
not, some bourgeois dem ocra t m ig h t s t i l l  be 
found; i f  not, there w il l  a lw ays be B lum , as fo r  
the S ta lin is ts  there arc a lw ays the Browders.

The m ethod consists o f avo id ing  lik e  the plague 
a ll fundam en ta l M a rx is t  categories: bourgeois 
and p ro le ta ria n , the na tu re  o f bourgeois democ
racy, the na tu re  o f im peria lism , the  na tu re  o f 
th is  epoch o f the death agony o f cap ita lism . In 
stead, S ta lin ism  and social dem ocracy arc  con
te n t w ith  tw o  fundam enta l categories: “ good 
m en”  and “ bad men.”

" L A B O R  W I T H  A  W H IT E  S K IN  
C A N N O T  E M A N C IP A T E  IT S E L F
W H E R E  L A B O R  W I T H  A  B L A C K  
S K IN  IS  B R A N D E D "  —  K A R L  
M A R X .

The N e g r o  Q u e s t i o n
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What FDR Really Said 
About Sending Men

On Wednesday, July 10, Roosevelt sent a spe
cial message to Congress, proposing an additional 
five billion dollars for armaments, making a total 
o f fourteen billion dollars for arms that he has 
asked fo r so far this session.

That afternoon and the next morning the pa
pers came out w ith screaming headlines: “ FD R  
Pledges Not to Send Men Overseas” ; “ Bars 
Sending Men Abroad” ; “ Pledges Americans 
W ill Not F ight Overseas.”

Roosevelt must have been grateful to the press 
fo r those headlines. For they went far to calm 
the fears of many who had believed that Roose
velt was preparing for war.

But Roosevelt didn’t say what the newspapers 
credited him with saying. The newspapers had 
interpreted what he said—but theirs was a false 
interpretation.

What Roosevelt actually said was: “ We w ill 
not send men to take part in European wars.”  
That’s a very carefully-phrased sentence, de
signed to give rise to such false interpretations as 
the newspapers made o f it— but meaning actually 
something very different.

I t  is phrased that way so that, in the event 
that he does send troops to Europe, Roosevelt 
can say:

“ I  have never said that I would not send men 
to Europe. What I  did say was that I would not 
send men to take part in European wars. But 

, this war is not a European war. We are now 
involved in it. I t  is therefore our war and it is 
ridiculous to suppose that when we are involved 
in a war, we should not send soldiers to any 
section o f the front, be it in Europe or in Asia 
or in South America. I  have never promised not 
to fight on all fronts in a war.”

That’s what Roosevelt would say. And, tech
nically, he would be right.

I t ’s a pretty shabby trick, o f course. Roosevelt 
uses a lawyer’s formula, the papers deliberately 
misinterpret it, the people read the newspapers, 
sigh with relief and think they are no longer in 
danger o f being dragged into war— and that 
leaves it so much easier for Roosevelt to go on 
plunging this country toward war.

As a matter o f fact, however, even i f  Roose
velt promised in plain English never to send our 
boys overseas, that would still be no guarantee 
that he wouldn't send them. Just remember what 
Woodrow Wilson did! He ran in 1916 on a 
pledge to keep this country out o f war.

Roosevelt is neither better nor worse than 
Wilson. When W all Street decides we shall enter 
the war, Roosevelt w ill obey his master's voice 
just as Wilson did, and regardless of any prom
ises that he has previously made.

The fact that Roosevelt doesn’t lie as com
pletely as did Wilson, but contents himself with 
a weasel formulation— that can only mean that 
we are closer to war than America was in Nov
ember, 1916! Even on the eve o f a new presi
dential election, when every assurance of con
tinuing peace means votes, Roosevelt cannot give 
even a formal assurance against war— because he 
KNOW ’S how close to war we are.

But in any event no worker should guide him
self by what the Democrats and Republicans say. 
What do they do? They jo in  in voting billion 
after billion for arms— for war. They jo in  in 
voting for regimenting Labor and conscripting 
us. Their actions tell the story— not their words.

Japan Hires O ’Ryan
Lots of people know M ajor General John F. 

O ’Ryan as a more or less professional super
patriot. Practically nobody has known, until 
now, that he is really an economic and trade ex
pert o f considerable degree.

A ll these years the general has been hiding 
his light under a bushel of red-white-and-blue- 
ism. But now it shines forth by itself— only it 
turns out to be the rising sunlight of the Jap
anese. For the general, without honor in his own 
country as an authority on international trade, 
has found a truer appreciation of his worth in 
the precincts of the Japan Economic Federation 
— a Japanese government agency for promoting 
foreign trade.

The Federation so fu lly  appreciated the gen
eral’s worth in the field of economics that it  is 
paying him $15,000— not exactly pin money—  
“ to make an economic survey affecting trade re
lations between Japan and American exporters 
and importers.” Should the general’s labors as an 
expert extend beyond three months, he is to 
collect $5,000 per month fo r each additional 
month worked.

These facts came to light when Gen. O ’Ryan 
felt obliged to register with the State Department 
as an agent representing foreign interests. He 
denied in his registration that he was exactly an 
agent because, he said, there was no element of 
control by his principal. We are sure that the 
same modesty, which has impelled the general to 
conceal his unsuspected ability as a trade expert 
all these years, must have made him extremely 
reluctant to register in this public manner. Per
haps knowledge of the matter slipped out unin
tentionally and he thought he had better come 
out with it.

Considering all that we are hearing these days 
about fifth  columns and treachery in the high 
army, navy, and government quarters o f many 
nations, it is refreshing to think that a real 
patriot like Gen. O ’Ryan, w ith his intimate 
knowledge of the W ar Department and the work 
ings o f the U.S. army, would sell nothing to 
Japan but his abilities as a trade surveyor. Maybe 
the general really figures that by taking $15,000 
from Japan in good American money lie is per
form ing a patriotic act by reducing Japan’s fo r
eign exchange balance. Nobody, anyway, would 
think of calling him a F ifth  Columnist.

In the World of Labor
Paul G. Stevens

Stalinist Fakery
The International Executive Board o f the 

United Automobile Workers Union met in Chi
cago and issued a unanimous endorsement o f a 
third term for Roosevelt.

Strangely enough the Stalinist Daily Worker 
has yet to comment on the U A W  board’s action. 
The Stalinists are (s till) opposed to Roosevelt. 
They control many U A W  locals. None of them 
protested the board’s action. The board’s action 
was unanimous— but a good contingent of board 
members are Stalinists.

W hat’s the explanation? Sheer duplicity, sheer 
Stalinist fakcry. Principles are good, but union 
posts are better. Anyway the Kremlin's seekin 
a pact w ith Washington, whereupon all good 
Stalinists w ill again become patriots.

The same thing happened when the CIO execu
tive board unanimously adopted its statement 
supporting the government's defense program.

*  *  *

The Daily IVorkcr waxes wroth at the foul 
settlement o f the demands o f the aluminum 
workers. Its July 14 issue carries an editorial 
entitled, “ National unity hoax hurts the work
ers.”  I t  points out that the Mellon monopoly has 
made 78 millions in aluminum in the last three 
years. “ And yet,”  it points out, “ the aluminum 
workers— asking a modest 10 cents per hour in
crease, which would have only amounted to 
$4,000,000 according to the company itself— are 
chiseled down to a mere 2 cents per hour rise. 
This is what these 15,000 workers arc handed 
out, after a tvvow'eeks run-around.”

Quite true. What the Daily IVorkcr DOES 
N O T  point out, however, is that the workers 
got chiseled down to a mere 2 cents per hour 
rise because their union, a CIO affiliate, agreed 
to that foul settlement. The union “ happens”  to 
be under John L. Lewis’ thumb, and “ happens”  
to carry a hefty load of Stalinist organizers. 
Hence the Daily IVorkcr walks on eggs.

You don’t have to imagine wdiat the Daily 
IVorkcr would have said about that foul settle
ment i.f the union hadn't been a semi-Stalinized 
CIO  outfit. You merely have to read the rest of 
the same editorial, which is a diatribe against the 
International Ladies Garment Workers Union 
for having accepted a poor settlement for the 
dressmakers after a two-day stoppage.

The Stalinists w ill go down in history as the 
most brazen fakers that ever ruined a union.

British Fourth Internationalists 
Hold Successful National Confab

R ig h t on the heels o f the E m ergency C onfer
ence o f the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l, we receive w ord  
th a t the R evo lu tiona ry  Socia lis t League, B r it is h  
Section o f the F .I., has ju e t concluded a success
fu l na tiona l conference “ somewhere in  E ng land ." 
N a tu ra lly , the m eeting  took place under illeg a l 
conditions. I t  had as the m ain  p o in t on its  agenda 
the problem  of com ba tting  the drive  aga inst p ro 
le ta ria n  revo lu tion is ts  undertaken by the C hurch
i l l  governm ent in the wake o f the a n ti-re v o lu tio n 
a ry  actions in it ia te d  by the Labour P a rty  bureau
cracy. The la tte r  an tic ipa ted  the reac tiona ry  
moves o f the ru lin g  class by banning, on M ay  2, 
the M il ita n t  Labour League, le f t  w in g  Labour 
o rgan iza tion , to  -whose w o rk  and pub lica tions 
(The M il ita n t ,  e tc .), ou r comrades have devoted 
th e ir  p rin c ip a l a tte n tio n  and e ffo rt.

In  con tra d is tinc tion  to  the pacifis ts  and cen
tr is ts  o f the Independent La bo ur P a rty , the con
ference condemned the use o f Conscientious Ob
jec to rs  T ribu na ls  as co n tra ry  to  m il ita n t  w o rk 
ing  class po licy. I t  rea ffirm ed the B olshevik  stand 
o f w o rk in g  fo r  socia lis t re vo lu tio n a ry  a im s w ith in  
the arm ed forces am ids t the masses o f d ra fte d  
pro le ta rians.

"The League had issued a reso lu tion ,”  the re 
p o rt o f the conference in  the In te rn a l B u lle tin  o f 
the R.S.L. reads, "concern ing the R usso-F inn ish 
w a r .which took  the accepted line  o f the F o u rth  
In te rn a tio n a l and had p u t fo rw a rd  the im m edia te 
slogan o f an em bargo on arm s fo r  F in land . . . .  A  
b r ie f re p o rt on the In te rn a tio n a l was given, in 
c lud ing  a sum m ary o f the A m erican  p a r ty  d is
pute.”  The League's actions as w e ll as the stand 
o f the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l tow ards the Soviet 
U n ion were endorsed by the delegates. No m in o r
ity  s im ila r  in  views to  th a t w ith in  the A m erican  
p a r ty  was in  evidence.

In  re la tio n  to the m ain p ra c tica l task, the a t t i 
tude to  be adopted as a resu lt o f the ban aga inst 
the M il ita n t  Labour League, the conference voted 
fo r  a reso lu tion  fro m  w h ich  we excerp t the fo l
low ing  passages:

“ 1. T h is  conference rea ffirm s the basic s tra 
teg ica l line  o f the organ iza tion  in  the bu ild in g  o f 
the new re vo lu tio n a ry  p a rty . T h is  consists o f 
w o rk  in  the mass organ izations, the Labour P a r ty  
and the Trades Unions, in  p repa ra tion  fo r  the 
rad ica liza tion  o f the masses a ris in g  o u t o f the 
p o litica l and economic cris is  o f cap ita lism  accent
uated by im p e ria lis t w ar. . . .

"3. T h is  ta c tic  was based on a M a rx is t analysis 
o f the c u rre n t s itu a tio n  and of probable develop
m ents in  the fu tu re . Th is analysis is in  no w ay 
a lte red  by the La bo ur P a rty  ban. W h a t is neces
sa ry  the re fo re  is no t a new s tra te g ica l line, b u t a 
ta c tic  su itab le  fo r  e x is ting  circum stances. . . .”

In  o ther words, our comrades have decided to  
find  new means o f con tinu ing  the tested po licy  o f 
w o rk in g  close to the organized la bo r m ovem ent, 
instead of, as some d issident groups propose, 
deserting  mass w o rk  fo r  the  existence o f a sec
ta r ia n  propaganda circ le . W h ile  m a in ta in in g  re la 
tions w ith  such groups w h ich  c la im  adherence to 
the F .I., in  an e ffo rt to  b r in g  them  in to  the 

organ iza tion , the conference r ig h t fu lly  refused to 
countenance any compromises w ith  sectarian ism .

Our Australian Section 
Outlawed by Government

F ro m  A u s tra lia n  papers we learn  th a t the 
C om m unist League o f A u s tra lia , Section o f the 
F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l, has been added to  the lis t  
o f o rgan iza tions declared ille g a l by  the Menzies 
governm ent. The action  aga inst ou r A u s tra lia n  
comrades was taken  w ith o u t an o ffic ia l decree, 
the police s im p ly  bann ing them  fro m  usual places 
where they  have been ho ld ing meetings.

“ M em bers o f the C om m unist League o f A us 
t ra lia ,”  says the June 17 Sydney Telegraph, "w ere 
prevented by police fro m  ho ld ing a m eeting in  the 
Dom ain yesterday. . . .

“ A  crowd o f about 15,000 attended the Dom ain 
yesterday a fternoon. There was a good s p rin k lin g  
o f k h a k i in  the crow d but, fo r  the f irs t  tim e  fo r  
several Sundays, there  was no organized demon 
s tra tio n  by soldiers. . . .

“ The police were ac tin g  under Com m onwealth 
regu la tions issued on S a tu rday  dec la ring  illega l 
the C om m unis t P a r ty  o f A u s tra lia  and several 
fasc is t o rgan izations.

“ The C om m unist League was n o t m entioned in  
the regu la tions. W hen its  m em bers began to  set 
up th e ir  p la tfo rm  in  the Dom ain, the y  were to ld  
by Inspecto r Fergusson th a t i f  they addressed 
the crowd they w'ould be liab le  to  a rrest. The 
C om m unist P a rty  had made no a tte m p t to  hold 
its  reg u la r Sunday D om ain meeting.

“ M r. J. Kavanagh, w ho was to  have been 
cha irm an o f the m ee ting  o f the C om m unist 
League, said la s t n ig h t: ‘O ur pa rty , fo llow e rs  of 
Leon T ro tsky , was n o t on the banned l is t  of 
organ iza tions. W e assumed th a t we w ould  be 
allow ed to  speak. . . (Telegraph, June 17).

O f course, the newspapers on ly  g ive as m uch 
o f the s to ry  as the censorship w ill pe rm it, and a 
d ire c t re p o rt fro m  o u r comrades has no t y e t 
reached here. B u t several th in gs  are obvious even 
fro m  the Te legraph ’s account: (1) A  fu ll-fledged  
governm ent an ti-red  d rive  is under way. In  o ther 
colum ns o f the paper ra ids on organ iza tion  head
quarte rs  and homes o f in d iv idu a ls  are reported. 
(2) The “ spontaneous”  actions o f "o u trag ed ”  sol
d iers d id  no t succeed in  b reak ing  up the m eetings 
o f ou r comrades. In  a previous issue we had re
ported th a t one such action  in  Janua ry  was re 
pulsed by a w o rke rs ’ m eeting  under the  leader
ship o f ou r comrades w ith  com plete success. (3) 
A p p a re n tly , as the figu re  of attendance shows— 
15,000 conceded by the  bourgeois press— the 
m eetings o f o u r League were g ro w in g  to  such 
p ropo rtions  as to  requ ire  governm ent action, i f  
they were to be stopped. (4) O ur comrades had 
also, apparen tly , taken  over the leadership of 
la rge  num bers o f w o rke rs  fo rm e rly  under the 
leadership o f the C.P. The cha irm an o f the banned 
m eeting, com rade Kavanagh, is, as readers o f 
th is  coium n w il l  reca ll, one o f the lead ing Com 
m un is t m ilita n ts  who q u it the C.P. in  the course 
o f the past year.

W e arc  no t as ye t in a position  to  know  w h a t 
course o f action  o u r A u s tra lia n  comrades arc 
con tem p la ting  under the new conditions. B u t our 
knowledge o f them  and o f the d a rin g  and courage 
w h ich  made possible th e ir  recent progress makes 
us confident th a t they w i l l  know  how to su r
m oun t the new obstacles on th e ir  pa th, how to  
re ta in  th e ir  contacts w ith  the m il i ta n t  A u s 
tra lia n  w orkers , and to  find  the pa th  tow ard  
bu ild in g  the  p a r ty  o f the p ro le ta ria n  revo lu tion  
in  A u s tra lia . O ur w a rm est greetings o f s o lid a rity  
to  the C om m unist League o f A u s tra lia !

Workers Cannot Be 
Iso la tion is t W ith  
Regard to W ar

USSR Closed to Refugees--- 
As Stalinists " W eep"  For Them

B y R U T H  JE F F R E Y
The S ta lin is t D a ily  W orke r, fo r  

the past several weeks, has been 
shedding pious tears over the m is
tre a tm e n t o f refugees in  France. 
B u t fo r  a ll its  depth o f fee ling, 
the S ta lin is t o rgan nowhere sug
gests th a t the S oviet U n ion  res
cue these helpless v ic tim s  of cap i
ta lis t  te rro r.

T h is  has been the consistent 
record o f the S ta lin is t press since 
the refugee question became a 
bu rn ing  issue w ith  H itte r 's  pog
rom s aga inst the  Jews.

I t  m akes in te re s tin g  reading 
today to  look back on the excuses 
the D a ily  W 'orker fab rica ted  fo r  
the exclusion o f refugees fro m  
the USSR.

Pressed fo r  reasons fro m  th e ir  
own m em bership, the S ta lin is t 
hacks fin a lly  set down, a t the 
he igh t o f the N a z i pogrom s o f 
’38, an unsteady line.

On Nov. 28, 1938, the D a ily  
W orke r said, in  an a rtic le  by V. 
J. Jerom e:

‘ ‘The Soviet U n ion has a t a ll 
tim es offered its  te r r ito ry  as a 
haven to  refugees fro m  a ll the 
five  continents.

“ B u t the  opera tion  o f th is  
po licy  has to  be understood in 
re la tio n  both to  the  in te rn a 
tio n a l s itu a tio n  in  the present 
period, and to  the fundam enta l 
p rog ram  o f com p le ting  the con
s tru c tio n  o f the classless soci
e ty . . . . One m ust also rea lize 
th a t the re  are those Jew ish 
refugees who, though  fleeing 
fro m  fasc is t te rro r, are in  th e ir  
class s ta tus  and ou tlook, bour
geois o r pe tty-bourgeo is, and 
consequently, m ay no t w ish  or 
m ay no t be able to  ad ju s t them 
selves to  a Socia lis t economy 
and cu ltu re . A nd , o f course, ev
erybody realizes th a t, p a r tic u 

la r ly  In the  present period, w ith  
the  second im p e ria lis t w o rld  
w a r a lready rag ing , the g re a t
est v ig ilance  m ust be observed 
aga inst the  pene tra tion  o f care
fu l ly  p lan ted spies and o ther 
fasc is t agents.”

I t  is in te re s tin g  to  note how we 
answered th is  in  the S oc ia lis t A p 
peal, December 3, 1938:

“ The Jerom e a lib i is a gross 
fraud . He dares no t and cannot 
te ll the rea l tru th . F o r w h ile  the 
S ta lin is t pa rties  abroad s t i l l  go 
on the old line  o f u rg in g  the dem 
ocracies to  m ake w a r on the fas
c is t powers, S ta lin  is a lready p re 
pa rin g  the new line : rapproche
m ent w ith  H it le r ,  i f  H it le r  w i l l  
on ly  agree.

“ T h a t is the  exp lanation  fo r  
S ta lin 's  silence on the question o f 
opening the doors o f the Soviet 
U n ion to the refugees. H it le r  does 
no t approve o f anyone's opening 
the doors to  the Jews, and S ta lin  
woos H it le r . ”

The December 17, 1938 Appea l 
also had the fo llo w in g  to  say re 
ga rd ing  the line  as p rev ious ly  pu t 
fo rw a rd  by Gannes in  the Nov. 
18 D a ily  W o rke r:

“ A ccord ing  to  Gannes, the fa u lt  
fo r  the fa ilu re  o f the Soviet U n 
ion to speak ou t (on behalf o f the 
refugees) lies p r im a r ily  w ith  the 
B r it is h  Tories. W hy  and how? 
Because the y  were responsible fo r  
no t in v it in g  the Soviet U n ion  to 
the E v ian  conference la s t sum 
m er and w ill p reven t an in v ita 
tion  to  fu tu re  conferences dealing 
w ith  the problem  o f the refugees, 
thus ‘b a rr in g  the USSR from  
m ak ing  its  enormous con tribu tion  
to  the consideration o f the re fu 
gee question ’ ( q u o t e d  f r o m  
G annes).”

“ E x a c tly  how, however, the 
Appea l continued, “ the mere in 
clusion o f the Soviet U n ion  in  any 
conference w ou ld  be able to  solve 
the prob lem  is n o t made clear by

the apo log is t fo r  the  S oviet bu
reaucrats. Can i t  be th a t  S ta lin  
has a p lan w h ich  he is ready to 
sp ring  a t a conference ? W hy 
w a it fo r  an in v ita t io n  to a con
ference ? . . .

“ H ow  sim ple i t  w ou ld  be to 
show up the hypocrisy  o f the 
c a p ita lis t w o rld  by p resen ting  a 
feasible p lan and a c tu a lly  o ffe r
in g  to  assume resp on s ib ility  fo r  
c a rry in g  i t  o u t ! ”

Gannes and the D a ily  W o rke r 
supplied the fo llo w in g  reasons fo r  
the Soviet U n ion ’s in a b ility  to  act 
alone: F irs t,

To have the Soviet U n ion “ iso 
la tc d ly  a tte m p t to  g ra n t asylum  
to  the Jew ish v ic tim s  o f N az i 
ba rba rism ”  w ould be to  prove 
H it le r ’s con tention  th a t the Jew 
ish people are com m unists.

Second. The Soviet U n ion is not 
in  a position  by its e lf  “ success
fu l ly  to  undertake so g ig a n tic  a 
problem  as th a t  o f the Jew ish 
refugees.”  (The Appeal o f Dec. 
17 tore th rou gh  th is  a lib i: “ W h a t 
is there  to  preven t the Soviet 
leaders fro m  s ta tin g  th a t they 
w il l  assume re sp on s ib ility  com 
m ensurate w ith  th e ir  a b il i ty  to 
o ffe r a s y lu m ?” )

T h ird , N o t on ly  are the B r it is h  
Tories to  blame fo r  the USSR’s 
fa ilu re  to  act, b u t the Jews also 
m ust assume p a r t o f the blame 
because “ no lead ing Jew ish o r 
gan iza tion  has requested o f the 
USSR th a t the g ro w in g  num ber 
o f Jew ish refugees be pe rm itte d  
to em ig ra te  to  the Land  o f So
c ia lis m !"

The depth o f S ta lin is t degen 
e ra tion  can be seen m irro re d  in 
the s to ry  o f S ta lin is t re fusa l to 
provide asylum  fo r  the Jew ish 
refugees— and a ll o ther an ti-N a z i 
refugees. W h a t cheap hypocricy  
fo r  them  to  set up an o u tc ry  now 
about F rench  m is tre a tm e n t of 
su ffe rin g  exiles w ith in  her bo r
ders!

B y  A L B E R T  G O LD M A N
Too m any class-conscious w o rkers  accept and 

spread the idea th a t since the w a r now ra g in g  in  
Europe is an im p e ria lis t w a r, the re fore  i t  is no t a 
w a r in  w h ich  the A m erican  w o rke rs  should be in te r 
ested. A l l  th a t the A m erican  w o rke rs  should do is to  
s trugg le  fo r  b e tte r conditions in  th is  c o u n try  and fo r 
ge t about w h a t is go ing on across the A t la n tic .

Such an a tt itu d e  tow ards the w a r m ig h t be term ed 
w ork ing -c lass  iso la tion ism . A s sincere as th is  a tt itu d e  
is, i t  is fa r  fro m  be ing correct.

I t  is obviously  tru e  th a t the w a r is a bankers ’ w ar, 
a w a r in  w h ich  r iv a l im p e ria lis t forces have hu rled  
m illio n s  o f hum an beings in to  te rr ib le  m ise ry  and 
crue l s laugh te r fo r  no th in g  m ore than  th e ir  own 
p ro fits . I t  is obviously tru e  th a t the w o rk in g  masses 
w il l  ga in  no th ing  ou t o f th e ir  sacrifices by the v ic 
to ry  o f e ithe r side.

B u t i t  is no t tru e  th a t  the A m erican  w o rke rs  
should no t be in terested in  the w ar. I t  is n o t a t a ll 
co rrec t to  say to the A m erican  w o rke rs : L e t them  
f ig h t and die over in  Europe ; we here are in te rested 
on ly  in  the s trugg le  aga inst the boss.

T h a t is a fo rm  o f iso la tion ism  to  w h ich  the  A m e r
ican w o rke rs  dare no t fa l l  v ic tim . I f  they  do they are 
doomed to be sucked in to  the ve ry  im p e ria lis t w a r 
whch they  fe a r so m uch and w h ich  they  th in k  they 
can avoid by  s im p ly  concen tra ting  th e ir  e ffo rts  on 
the s tru g g le  a t home.

I f  the re  is one sim ple t ru th  th a t should s in k  in to  
the m ind  o f every w o rk e r i t  is th a t cap ita lism  has 
developed to a p o in t where no t a sing le  c a p ita lis t 
na tion  in  the w o rld  can erect a w a ll around its e lf  
and thus succeed in  lead ing its  own existence w ith 
ou t ta k in g  in to  consideration w h a t is  go ing  on in  
the rest o f the w o rld . Before H it le r  came to  power 
he shouted lo ud ly  abou t au ta rchy, about m a k in g  G er
m any a se lf-su ffic ien t na tion , b u t now  he demands 
m ore and more liv in g  room  by w h ich  is m eant m ore 
and m ore countries to exp lo it. Im pe ria lism  has bound 
the whole c a p ita lis t w o rld  toge the r econom ica lly and 
he who does no t see th a t is b lind  to  re a lity .

Three Kinds of " Isolationism"
Three types o f iso la tion ism  ex is t in  th is  coun try . 

The on ly  type th a t is re a lly  en title d  to  the name is 
the one represented by the sincere person who th in k s  
th a t the U n ited  S tates p rope r is p e rfe c tly  able to  
shu t its e lf  o ff fro m  the rest o f the w o rld  and to  
create a se lf-su ffic ien t economy w ith  dem ocracy p re
v a ilin g  in  every loophole. A cco rd in g  to  these people, 
w ho have eyes th a t do n o t see, a be a u tifu l paradise 
can be created in  ou r cou n try  keeping fasc ism  and 
social revo lu tion  beyond the fron tie rs .

I f  you ta lk  to  them  about cap ita lism  w ith  its  su r
plus products, its  unem ploym ent, m arke ts , the neces
s ity  fo r  investm en t o f ca p ita l and such o ther re
g re tta b le  bu t rea l th ings, the y  can on ly  sh ru g  th e ir  
shoulders and po in t to the riches o f th is  cou n try  as 
evidence* th a t  i t  needs no con tac t w ith  the res t o f 
the w o rld . These people are com ple te ly  ob liv ious to  
the rea l forces do m in a ting  the c a p ita lis t system .

The o ther types o f iso la tion ism  are in  re a lity  fo rm s 
o f A m erican  im peria lism . M ost m odest o f a ll " is o la 
tio n is ts ”  is the one who is satisfied w ith  the W estern  
Hem isphere. He w ould  leave A sia , Europe and A u s 
t ra lia  s t r ic t ly  alone.

The th ird  type o f “ is o la tio n is t”  ins is ts  on add ing 
the F a r  E as t as a section o f the w o rld  designated by 
God and na tu re  as specia lly  reserved fo r  A m erican  
im peria lism .

The w o rld  is, however, too sm all to  p e rm it the  
A m erican  “ iso la tio n is ts ”  peace fu lly  to  re ta in  con tro l 
over the W estern  Hem isphere and the F a r  E ast. 
There are o ther im p e ria lis t countries to reckon w ith . 
The far-see ing cap ita lis ts  and th e ir  in te lle c tu a l hench
men understand th a t any k in d  o f iso la tion ism  is  im 
possible and th a t the in te rests  o f A m erican  cap ita lism  
extend th rou gh ou t the w o rld . A s  aga inst any o f the 

iso la tio n is ts ”  Roosevelt, whose policies are c le a rly  
based on the supposition th a t the U n ited  States m ust 
p lay  a do m in a ting  role in  the whole w orld , is  one 
thousand per cent correct.

W orke rs  unders tand ing  and accepting  the in te rn a 
tio n a l cha rac te r o f the c a p ita lis t system  w i l l  o f course 
no t accept Roosevelt’s policies even though the y  re 
je c t the idea th a t iso la tion  is possible fo r  A m erican  
cap ita lism . U nders tand ing  the tru e  na tu re  o f c a p ita l
ism , advanced w o rkers  w i l l  no t counsel the masses to  
in te re s t themselves on ly  in  th e ir  s trugg les fo r  be tte r 
conditions and to  pay no a tte n tio n  to  the w a r in  
Europe.

War Inevitable If Capitalism Remains
F o r i t  is as ce rta in  as an y th in g  can possib ly be th a t 

i f  the w o rke rs  p e rm it the c a p ita lis t system  to ex is t in  
th is  coun try , the w a r  w h ich  is now confined to Europe 
w i l l  en gu lf them. I f  i t  w il l not be the present w a r i t  
w il l be a con tinu a tio n  o f i t  in  the fo rm  o f a th ird  
im p e ria lis t w ar.

I t  is the re fo re  necessary fo r  every w o rk e r to  th in k  
seriously o f the problem  o f how to stop the w a r in  
Europe. T h is  can n o t be done by an a tt itu d e  o f in 
d ifference; by s im p ly  saying th a t we m ust s tay  o u t o f 
i t  and concentrate ou r a tte n tio n  on the s tru g g le  fo r  
be tte r conditions in  th is  coun try .

W e m ust o f course f ig h t fo r  b e tte r conditions. I t  
goes w ith o u t saying th a t we m ust exe rt e ffo r t  to  
preven t the c a p ita lis t governm ent fro m  d ra g g in g  us 
in to  the w ar. Yes, we m us t do ou r u tm ost to  p reven t 
any social ga ins fro m  being destroyed under an y  
p re te x t.

B u t to  confine ourselves to  th a t s trugg le  is no t 
suffic ient. Should the w o rkers  accept the idea th a t  i t  
is s im p ly  th e ir  task  to  f ig h t the boss here and no t 
pay any a tte n tio n  to  the w a r the y  w il l  end up where 
the F rench and B r it is h  w okers finished. They w il l  
have the w a r w hethe r they lik e  i t  o r no t and they  
w ill lose a ll th e ir  gains in  addition.

The A m erican  w o rkers  m ust face the b it te r  tru th .  
They m ust in tervene in the w a r in  Europe. They m ust 
t r y  to  tra n s fo rm  th a t w a r in to  a rea l w a r aga ins t 
fascism . And th a t can be done on ly  by  d e s tro y in g  
cap ita lism  in  the U n ited  States.

Yes, th is  is a bankers ’ w a r. B u t i t  is  a w a r k i l l in g  
m illio ns  o f w o rke rs ; i t  is a w a r w h ich  is bound to  
reach us. I t  is a w a r w h ich  we m ust stop. A nd  we 
can stop i t  on ly  by ove rth ro w in g  the c a p ita lis t system  
w h ich  is responsible fo r  it .  ■


