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U. S. SEEKS HEMISPHERE CONTROL
 <*>

Auto Union Convention 
Opening in St. Louis

An Honest Account of Leadership's Record During the 
Last Year Would Be a Tale of Do-Nothing Policies

D E T R O IT , M ic h — The top  leadership o f the 
U n ited  A utom obile  W orkers  o f Am erica  w i l l  sub
m it  a detailed re p o rt on its  ac tiv itie s  and the 
progress o f the  o rgan iza tion  to  the  na tiona l con
vention o f the union, which opens J u ly  29 a t the 
N ew  Jeffe rson H o te l in  St. Louis, M issouri.

A n  honest and fo r th r ig h t  re p o rt would have 
to  ad m it th a t the union has made absolute ly no 
progress in  its  o rgan iza tiona l w o rk  ; th a t the 
organ iza tion  drives on F o rd ’s, the a irc ra f t  in 
d u s try  and the com petitive  pa rts  p lan ts were 
to ta l flops. I t  would have to  ad m it th a t the 
leadership sabotaged and side-tracked the neces
sa ry  f ig h t fo r  the 30 hour week a t 40 hours p a y ; 
th a t  the  tw o m a jo r s tr ik e  battles engaged in  by 
the  un ion since the C leveland convention— the 
GM  Tool and D ie s tr ik e  o f la s t sum m er and the 
65-day C h rys le r s tr ik e —gained the membership 
v ir tu a lly  no im p o rta n t concessions and i t  would 
record th a t the top leaders today have jum ped 
on the bandwagon o f the M organ-D upont N a 
tio n a l Defense Council and are conducting them 
selves as re c ru it in g  sergeants fo r  the W a ll S treet 
w a r machine.

“ STABILIZATION”  —  AND 
WHAT IT  MEANS

In  one respect and on ly  one respect the leader
ship ac tu a lly  has achieved its  program . This 
achievem ent goes under the heading o f “ s ta b ili
za tion  o f the un ion.”  In  w h a t does the s tab iliza 
t io n  o f the un ion consist? N o t p r im a r ily  th a t the 
dues are com ing i n m ore ’ re g u la r ly  o r th a t th e 
members have become m ore /consistent tm ion 
men. N o ! The s tab iliza tion  o f  the un ion as fa r  
as the leadership is concerned consists o f the 
fa c t th a t a g re a t am ount o f the enthusiasm, the 
s p ir it  o f da ring  and o f f ig h tin g  is gone from  the 
membership. A ttendance a t m eetings is sm a lle r 
than a t any tim e  in  the past three years, in te res t 
in  the union is a t a low  po in t. -

Is  th is  an y th in g  to  be proud o f and to  record 
as an achievem ent? A s fa r  as the union leader
ship is concerned, yes! W ith  the present set-up 
there  isn ’t  so much k ic k in g  on the p a r t  o f the 
m embership, opposition ists do n o t fee l so free 
to  a ttack  the union leadership, k ickers are more 
eas ily  e lim inated, the leadership breathes more 
easily  about its  jobs and its  pay.

The leadership does no t dare reveal its  rea l 
p rogram  w hich am ounts to  th is : w e’ve go t 
enough m em bership r ig h t  now, dues and per 
cap ita  are com ing in  p re tty  good, our salaries 
are being paid re g u la r ly : L e t’s leave w e ll-
enough alone! T h is  conservative do-noth ing a t t i
tude o f the leadership is dished ou t under the 
h ig h - fa lu t in g  te rm s o f “ preserv ing our union 
ga ins” .

T h is  constitu tes the actua l p rogram  o f a ll the 
In te rn a tio n a l officers and executive board mem
bers w ith o u t exception. T rue, the executive board 
is no t one hundred per cent homogeneous. W h ile  
the m a jo r ity  o f the board and the officers fo llo w  
ve ry  s tr ic t ly  the leadership o f John L . Lew is, 
several o f the 'board members s t i l l  p lay  ba ll w ith  
w h a t rem ains o f the S ta lin is t machine in  the 
U .A .W . B u t th is  d iv is ion  between S ta lin is t 
m achine men and the John L. Lew is men is pure
ly  a clique d iv is ion, a f ig h t fo r  posts, honors and 
jobs.

On every m a jo r union question— and p o litica l 
question fo r  th a t m a tte r— the whole board votes 
and acts as one man. Exam ples: the unanimous 
approval o f the GM agreement, unanimous posi
t ion  on the hand ling  o f the 55-day C hrys le r s tr ike  
fiasco, unanimous shelv ing o f the 30 hour week 
a t 40 hours pay, unanim ous support o f a th ird  
te rm  fo r  Roosevelt.

Th ings stand considerably d iffe re n t w ith  the 
membership o f the U A W . They are no t satisfied 
and cannot be satisfied- w ith  the sta tus quo, be
cause in  spite o f a ll o f the b ig  ta lk  and ballyhoo 
they  s t i l l  rem ain the v ic tim s  o f insecu rity , low  
annual wages, unem ploym ent, and the m urderous 
speed-up.

Because o f the despicable p rogram  o f the 
U A W  and CIO leadership in  dam pening the en
thusiasm  and m ilita n c y  o f the men fo r  the past 
years, in  s ign ing  phony contracts, and m aking 
phony deals w ith  the m anufactu re rs  and cap i
ta lis t  po litic ians, the auto w orkers are tem por
a r i ly  t ire d  out. They have no perspective a t the 
m om ent o f w h a t to  f ig h t fo r  and how to do the 
fig h tin g . The present leadership has done a p re t
ty  good job o f spreading confusion in  the ranks.

MILITANTS HAVE 
FAITH IN  UNION

M ilita n ts  a ll over the  union, however, men who 
have gone th rough  the  baptism  o f f ire  o f the 
un ion s tr ik e  strugg les, are not' despa iring  a t a ll. 
They know  the  U A W  w i l l  lead the s tr ik e  s tru g 
gles in  Am erica  in  the com ing period as they did" 
in  1937. They are- p repa ring - a t  -the- eoming" S t  
Louis convention to  la y  the  g round-w ork fo r  a’ 
rea l p rogram  o f action th a t w i l l  bu ild  and shove 
fo rw a rd  the U A W  once again, and the job  o f 
bu ild in g  a leadership th a t w i l l  honestly adhere 
and act upon a program  o f th is  k ind.

A  m il ita n t  p rog ram  necessarly envisages 
consistent opposition to the w a r preparations o f 
the Roosevelt governm ent and deadly h o s tility  
to  the W a ll S tree t N a tion a l Defense Council.

A  m il ita n t  p rogram  w il l  defend by aggressive 
union action and s trikes  and dem onstrations arR 
o f the r ig h ts  o f the un ion and w i l l  no t to le rate 
the laws th a t seek to establish a d ic ta to rsh ip  
over the labo r movement.

Such a program  w il l  launch a m il ita n t  f ig h t 
fo r  the 30 hour week a t 40 hours pay, and ag
gressive o rgan iza tion  cam paigns to  organize the 
unorganized a t F o rd ’s, the key a irc ra f t  industry , 
the  com petitive pa rts  and accessory p lants.

MEMBERSHIP W ILL 
ANSWER BLOWS!

The m ilita n ts  know  th a t the present leader
ship is w o rk in g  w ith  m ig h t and main to hogtie 
the U A W  to  the w a r m achine and ha m string  its  
ab ilitie s  to  s tr ik e  and to  f ig h t fo r  the r ig h ts  o f 
its  membership. They know th a t in  the com ing 
period prices are bound to  rise  sky  h igh and 
th a t the present union po licy  w ill a t  best keep 
wages s ta tiona ry . On the p re te x t o f na tiona l de
fense necessity the 40 hour week and a ll o ther 
m a jo r union achievements w i l l  be attacked.

The U A W  membership w i l l  no t take these 
blows ly in g  down. The next stage w i l l  inev itab ly  
w itness the f ig h t o f broad sections o f the U A W  
membership fo r  a f ig h tin g  p rogram  and fo r  a 
leadership adhering  to th a t program .

Behind the Lines
STALIN FLIP-FLOP AWAITS 

BATTLE OF BRITAIN
by GEORGE STERN

Despite the m u ltip ly in g  signs 
o f a com ing s h if t  in  the policies 
o f  the K rem lin , i t  would now 
seem th a t th is  s h if t  is to w a it 
upon the conclusion o f the B a ttle  
o f B r ita in , now about to open.

T h is is due p r im a r ily  to  the 
development o f the Am erican 
position in  the w a r. Had there 
been any poss ib ility  o f im m e
d ia te  A m erican in te rven tion  on 
an e ffec tive  scale, the chances 
a re  S ta lin  would have already 
effected his la te s t f lip flo p . B u t 
th is  poss ib ility  has not existed. 
N e ithe r the Roosevelt adm in i
s tra t io n  nor its  Republican “ op
ponents”  has dared in  the last 
few  months to  take an openly 
in te rve n tii id.

A t  the same tim e  the advisa

b i l ity  o f a tte m p tin g  such a stam 
pede was m a te r ia lly  reduced by 
the unexpectedly s w if t  v ic tories 
o f Germ any in the battles on the 
European continent. I t  has been 
s u ffic ie n tly  apparent in  the past 
few  m onths th a t e ffec tive  in te r 
vention by the U.S. in  Europe 
m ay no longer be feasible. I t  
became clear instead th a t the 
clash between the U  .S. and Ger
m any would more lik e ly  take 
place on broader battle fie lds fo l
low ing  the German conquest o f 
Europe.

T h is  caution d ictates a like  
po licy in  the K rem lin . W ith o u t 
Am erican in te rven tion , S ta lin  
could no t hope by h im se lf to  
change the course o f the B a ttle  
o f B r ita in . He m ig h t succeed

Militant Strike 
O f Die Casters 
Lost by Leaders

Workers Wanted To 
Fight On, But Not 
Stalinist Leaders

C LE V E LA N D , Ju ly  21— Panic- 
s tr ike n  CIO leaders, la rge ly  Sta
lin is t, threw  the Die Casting 
W orkers in to  rou t and defeat 
a fte r the workers had th row n re
peated m il ita n t mass p icket lines 
against the un ion-hating Precision 
Die Casting Co. Stevenson, Bal- 
in t, Cheyfitz, and company took 
fou r hours to ham m er the union 
membership in to  ca llin g  o ff the 
s tr ike  and re tu rn in g  hum bly to 
work.

The membership was to ld  tha t 
the N LR B  would pro tect them 
from  d isc rim in a tio n  when they re
applied fo r  work, and Mayor 
Kaufm an of Lakewood, where the 
p lan t is, would intercede fo r them 
w ith  the company.

The company has now refused 
to reh ire  the m a jo rity  of the 35 
s trike rs , and the un ion offic ia ls 
are even postponing th e ir  appeals 
to the N LR B  in  order to g ive the 
company “ every chance to play 
fa ir .”

The break in  the s tr ik e  came 
a fte r unusua lly  severe sentences 
had been passed out against a 
dozen workers charged w ith  
break'ng the an ti-p icke ting  in 
junction . A  s ign ifican t aspect of-

By Q U E B R A C H O
(Special to the Socialist Appeal)

B U E N O S  A IR E S , J u ly  11 (by  a irm a il)—  
Moved to th e ir  depths by the  events in Europe, 
the L a tin  Am erican countries are p repa ring  to 
take p a r t in  the Havana Conference which Roose
v e lt has ju s t  convoked. B u t i f  fo r  a ll o f the L a tin  
A m erican countries— as sem i-colonial lands— 
th is  m om ent is p a rtic u la r ly  grave, fo r  A rgen tina , 
i t  is a m om ent o f fundam enta l cris is.W e are faced 
w ith  im m inen t c iv il w a r between the tw o  sec
tions o f the bourgeoisie corresponding to  the 
contending im p e ria lis t camps in  the war.

A rge n tin a , econom ically the m ost advanced 
and the p rin c ip a l m a rke t o f South Am erica, has 
been, toge the r w ith  U ruguay, the on ly one th a t 
has resisted the in fluence o f the U n ited  States, 
m a in ta in in g  close re la tions w ith  England. T h is  
is due, in  the f irs t  place, to  the fa c t th a t the 
cattle -ow ners w ho dom inate th is  cou n try  have 
had th e ir  p rin c ip a l m a rke t in G reat B r ita in  and 
th a t B r it is h  im peria lism  contro ls a g re a t p a r t  o f 
A rge n tin e  economy, p a r tic u la r ly  since the s ign 
ing  o f the Roca-Runciman pact in  1933, th rough  
which, in  o rder to  conserve the E ng lish m arke t—  
menaced by the O ttaw a agreem ent— the A rg e n 
tine  governm ent assured “ p re fe ren tia l tre a t
m ent”  to  B r it is h  cap ita l invested here, wh ich 
amounts to  450 m illio n  pounds s te r lin g  and is 
m a in ly  in  ra ilroads.

I f  the voice o f A rg e n tin a  was raised harsh ly, 
aga inst the  U n ited  States, m ore than once, a t 
the Pan-Am erican Conferences, i t  was s im p ly
because th rou gh  her B r it is h  im peria lism  was 

th is  court a ttack  upon th e u q ip iy  tapeak in ii- But.^noyy B r i ta in ’s dom ination is de
ltas. th a t Judge "StlBePiTW w pass* c lin in g  'and,” w S C ^ T̂ ^ d ’e to ^ is ^ fE ^ iy r^ r e e f f

capable o f v ic to rio u s ly  res is ting  H it le r ’s assault, 
her in fluence is destined to  disappear in  a ll the 
South Am erican continent.

Confronted by th is  perspective, the A rgen tine  
bourgeoisie, w h ich  has been losing its  m arkets 
fo r  m eat and cereals in the European countries 
which were its  p rin c ip a l customers, and is men
aced w ith  losing E ngland also i f  i t  is subdued 
by the German a rm y, is p ro fo un d ly  divided on 
the question o f new perspectives.

On one side are those who rem ain lo ya l to 
E ngland and who fo rm  a veritab le  B r it is h  “ f if th  
colum n” . Th is group is a tte m p tin g  to d raw  A r 
gentina d ire c tly  in to  the co n flic t behind B r ita in  
under the slogan o f the “ s trugg le  fo r  democracy 
aga inst fascism .”  On the o the r side are those 
groups who ca ll themselves “ na tiona lis ts ” , and 
the N azi-fasc is ts , who- fo rm  the Nazi “ f i f th  
colm un,”  Which is strengthened by the German 
successes; they conduct a demagogic “ a n ti- im 
p e ria lis t”  cam paign and say they fig h t fo r  A r -

ed ou t the sentences, had been sup 
ported by the S talin ist-dom inated 
Labor’s Non-Partisan League fo r 
election.

The loss of the Precision s trike  
has h u r t the union movement in 
Cleveland, and i t  can be la id  en
t ire ly  at the door o f the Stalinist, 
leadership who prepared fo r  i t  ve
ry  poorly, and whose trem b ling  
knees contrasted sharp ly  w ith  the 
real figh ting  m ilita n c y  of the 
workers.

Among o ther stup id ities, these 
offic ia ls  used the argum ent tha t 
the company was ho ld ing up na 
tion a l defense by refusing to set
tle, an argument, w h ich the w o rk 
ers here understand is a boss a r
gument through and through.

A  new c r it ic a l s p ir it  is begin
n ing to arise in  the CIO rank and 
file here as a resu lt of seeing 
such leadership in  action.

gentine “ n e u tra lity ” . 'T n  re a lity , however, they 
are a tte m p tin g  to  prepare a pu re ly  fasc is t seiz
ure o f power and then to e ffe c t a rapprochem ent 
o f the coun try  w ith  Germany. To the f irs t  group 
the “ socia lis ts”  o f the Second In te rn a tio n a l ad
here; to the second, the S ta lin is ts .

The s trugg le  between the tw o  groups is ex
trem e ly  intense and is com plicated by the  fa c t 
th a t P resident O rtiz  m a in ta ins  good re la tions 
w ith  the A ng loph ile  “ f i f th  colum n”  w h ile  vice- 
president C as tilla  is '■ s im ila rly  a ligned w ith  the 
N a z i-fasc is t “ f if th  colum n.”  T hrough the illness 
o f O rtiz , C a s tillo  w i l l  p robab ly  rem a in  a t the 
head o f the governm ent, and th is  in tensifies the 
s itu a tio n  s t i l l  more.

I t  is in  th is  atmosphere th a t the Havana Con
ference takes place. Each group o f the A rg e n 
tine  bourgeoisie takes its  own stand tow ard it .  
The “ na tiona lis ts ”  and N azi-fasc is ts , o f course, 
com bat “ Yankee im p e ria lism ”  and conduct an 
intense cam paign against U . S. penetra tion . The 
Ang lophiles, who are the m ost numerous and the 
s trong e r group, inc line  fa v o ra b ly  tow a rd  thje 
“ g re a t democracy o f the N o rth ”  and are ready 
to  de live r themselves to  W a ll S tree t as qu ick ly  
as the C ity  o f London collapses.

In  the face c f  th is  s tate o f th ings, the w o rk 
in g  class is ex trem e ly  disquieted— and confused. 
Through the voice o f a g re a t p a rt o f its  unions, 
the w o rk in g  class has m anifested its  desire fo r  
the maintenance o f A rge n tin e  n e u tra lity  and fo r 
the repud ia tion  o f those who t r y  to drag them 
as cannon fodder in to  the im p e ria lis t s laughter. 
B u t each day one sees them  m ore draw n in to  the 
gORfctol, o f those tylro' s jje a k .q f.. “ jjeiens.e..cuLmyi- 
liz a tio n ” , "defense o f democracy” , etc. F o r they 
in s tin c tiv e ly  hate N azism ; m oreover the  press, 
outside the N azi and S ta lin is t dailies, is con
tro lled  by  the Ang lo-U .S . group.

The U n ited  States is fa r  fro m  here and has 
had l i t t le  contact w ith  A rg e n tin a ; hence the 
w o rk in g  class here does no t begin to comprehend 
ye t the m agnitude o f the plans o f Yankee im 
pe ria lism  fo r  estab lish ing its  exclusive contro l 
over the I /a tin  Am erican countries. In  the com
in g  s trugg le  between the tw o  sectors o f the 
bourgeoisie th a t correspond to  the contending 
im p e ria lis t camps, the A rg e n tin a  w o rk in g  class 
w i l l  line up w ith  the Ang lo -U .S . sector in order 
to f ig h t aga inst Nazism . This augm ents the pos
s ib ilitie s  o f U.S. pene tra tion here.

But, assuredly, before th a t w ill be completed, 
the w o rk ing  class here w ill begin to  rea lize th a t 
i t  is  confronted by a new m aster— a fa c t which 
i t  has some g lim m erings o f now. b u t no t s u ff i
c ien tly  to  prevent th a t m aster from  m oving in 
here.

HAVANA IS 
FIRST MOVE 
IN PLAN

Economic Proposals 
Will Be Followed 
By Armed Force

What Wi l l  John L. Lewis Do About 
His Proven Charges Against FDR?

on ly in  b rin g in g  upon the Sov
ie t Union a fu l l  German attack 
e a rlie r by m onths than he had 
any reason to  expect. S ta lin , in  
e ffec t, is  a lready pegging his 
policy on A m erican po licy, ju s t 
as in the dim  days before the 
w a r European currencies were 
being pegged to the do lla r.

M eanwhile the po t goes on 
bo iling . W a lte r D u ran ty , who s t i l l  
has an eye fo r  such th ings, re 
ported fro m  Bucharest the same 
day th a t H it le r  spoke (N Y  Times, 
J u ly  20) th a t Rum anians expect 
G erm any /before long to resume 
its  d rive  to the East.

In  Bucharest itse lf, D u ran ty  
said, the Germans were in 
tr ig u in g  fu r io u s ly  to  keep Ru
m ania and the  Soviet Union 
and T u rkey  and the Soviet 
U n ion as em broiled as possible 
w ith o u t actua l con flic t. Most- 
im p o rta n t o f a ll, D u ran ty  cites 
as au then tic  reports  th a t both 
Red A rm y  and German troops 
were being moved westward 
and eastward respective ly in  
s tead ily  g row ing  numbers.

A letter by John L. Lewis to members of the CIO exe
cutive board, made public last Sunday, constituted an indict
ment of the Roosevelt administration’s anti-labor policies in 
connection with "national defense”  contracts.

The very least the government could do under the cir
cumstances is not to issue contracts to corporations violating 
the labor laws. That’s what Lewis asked Roosevelt in a letter 
dated January 18, 1939—over a year and a half ago— in 
which he pointed out that Douglas A ircraft Corporation, the 
Electric Boat Company and Bethelehem Steel Corporation 
were three corporations— he could name others—which were 
violating the labor laws.

Roosevelt’s reply to that letter was an insult to the in
telligence of John L. Lewis and the labor movement. For 
Roosevelt denied that the government could require govern
ment contractors "to adhere to the letter of the Labor Law” . 
Instead, no doubt with a sly grin, he advised Lewis to seek 
"remedial legislation”  from Congress. But the president didn’t 
send Lewis away altogether empty-handed: he generously of
fered to provide Lewis with technical assistance in drafting- 
such legislation.

Needless to say, technical assistance wasn’t what was 
needed. Lewis, or his attorney, Lee Pressman, or for that mat
ter anybody, could write down what was needed. The point 
is, as Lewis told Roosevelt in a second letter, Roosevelt’s own 
Army and Navy Departments were working hand in glove 
with the National Association of Manufacturers to prevent 
passage by Congress of a specific clause directing government 
departments not to issue contracts to corporations which vio
late the labor laws. Three times in the last three years'the 
House Rules Committee and the House majority organization 
— i. e., Roosevelt’s party— have killed proposed legislation to 
so direct government departments.

As a matter of fact, however, Lewis pointed out to Roose
velt, such specific legislation is not legally required. The pre
sident has the power to issue an executive order that govern
ment departments shall require contractors to observe labor 
laws. Lewis reminded Roosevelt that precisely this power had 
been used by the president back in the honeymoon days of 
the New Deal, when he had issued an executive order exclud
ing from bidding on government contracts those firms which 
were unwilling to comply with the code of their industry set 
up under the National Industrial Recovery Act!

In his th ird and last letter of this correspondence with 
Roosevelt, written on March 16, 1939, Lewis explained why 
the CIO was getting the run-around by government officials, 
that "business appeasement” is essential to defense.

In other words, the government is conniving with big 
corporations to help them get around the few bits of protec
tive legislation that the unions have won, because “ business 
appeasement” — helping the corporations against the work
ers— is needed in order to get the corporations to cooperate 
with the government on "national defense” .

No corporation working on government orders must be 
■ permitted to work below the conditions set by existing legisla

tion— and that includes the Walsh-Healey provisions for pay-- 
ment of prevailing trade union scales on such work.

Never mind all the bunk about the "national emergency” . 
The government's connivance with the corporations in vio
lating these laws— that fact should be thrown into the teeth 
of anybody who has the gall to tell the unions not to strike 
for decent wages and conditions.

Trade union action! Strike! That’s the only way that or
ganised labor can enforce trade union scales and conditions!

That’s the plain lesson of Lewis’ indictment of the ad
ministration. But w ill Lewis heed that lesson?

By SAM MARCY
The Havana Conference is 

the answer of United States im
perialism to a possible H itler 
victory over British imperial
ism.

Washington has convened the 
conference in order to line up 
the Latin American countries 
on the side of the United States 
in a world conflict w ith Ger
man imperialism which would 
undoubtedly follow a Nazi vic
tory over Britain.

A t the conference the United 
States seeks first o f all to pre
vent the real possibility of Ger- 

, man economic penetration of 
! Latin America. That is a real 
' p a ss iv ity , for a victorious, 
Germany,” organizing European 
production, could supply Latin 
America with the manufactured 
products it needs so badly and, 
in return, could take the agri
cultural produce and raw ma
terials of Latin America. W ith  
low labor costs and efficient 
production and with a definite 
need for Latin American ex
ports, Germany could compete 
with the United States in Latin 
America on better than even 
terms.

How prevent that?-How, .in 
olher words, keep Germany al
together out of Latin America? 
This is the problem with which' 
Washington is wrestling and 
for which it has convened the 
Havana Conference.

H u ll-B e rle  C arte l

Feeling its  way W ashington has 
perm itted to become public one 
proposal- -the H u ll-B e rle  scheme 
to form  a d igantic  carte l fo r the 
contro l o f exports from  the West
ern Hemisphere. An In te r-A m er
ican E xpo rt Corporation would 
bar exports from  and im ports  to 
a Nazi-dominated Europe. I

B ut as the New Y ork  Timte.s says 
very fra n k ly  in  its  ed ito ria l of 
Ju ly  22, i t  is econom ically im 
possible fo r the United States to 
pay the L a tin  Am erican countries 
fo r its  products. The authors of 
the cartel plan cannot but know 
th is. How. then, do they propose 
to secure the obedience of the La
t in  Am erican countries fo r the 
plan to cease th e ir  exports to Eu
rope and Asia? I f  not zy payment, 
there can be on ly one other m eth
od— armed force. The Havana 
Conference is, therefore, bu t a 
prelude to the m il ita ry  subjuga
tion  of the hemisphere by A m e ri
can im peria lism — tha t is w hat is 
in store.

A t Havana, therefore, the U n it
ed States delegation is p r im a r ily  
occupied in  find ing  those coun- 
‘ ries who are not p r im a r ily  de- 
oendent on European and A s ia tic  
exports and who w ill there fore 
"•onsent to become ju n io r  partners 
o f Am erican im peria lism  in  the 
subjugation of the hemisphere.

Economic Solution Im possib le
The mailed fist w ill,  however, 

be preceded bv the s ilk  glove of 
economic methods. The H u ll- 
Berle cartel proposal cannot how
ever be expected to w ork  on a 
pure ly  economic level. That can 
be demonstrated by analyzing the 

(Continued on Page 2)

British Lackeys Turn to U. S. Master, While Native and 
German Fascists Seek Rapprochement with Germany

Nazi and U. S. Groups Near 
Civil War in Argentina
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W o r k e r s '
F ORUM

W rite  to us— te ll us w lia t ’s go ing on in  you r part o f the 
labo r movement— w hat are the w o rkers  th in k in g  about?— tell 
us w hat the bosses are up to— and the G-men and the loca l cops—  
and the S ta lin is ts— send us tha t s to ry  the cap ita lis t press d idn ’t 
p r in t and that s to ry  they buried o r  d is to rted— our pages are open 
to you. Le tte rs  m ust c a rry  name and address, bat indica te i f  you  
do not w ant you r name printed.

Bosses Are Training, 
W/hat About Us?
E d ito r:

As a follow-up to my le tte r on 
w orkers ’ m il ita ry  tra in in g  which 
you p rin ted  several weeks ago. I 
am enclosing the fo llow ing  notice 
clipped from  a local paper which 
w i l l  ind ica te the extent of the 
defense a c tiv ity  in  the sm all 
towns. S im ila r offic ia l and unof
fic ia l meetings are being held 
throughout Connecticut and, 1 am 
sure, in  most of the states in  the 
Union. I t ’s tim e the w orkers be
gan to wake up and realize how 
fast the drive  fo r m ilita r iz in g  the 
coun try  is proceeding, and to d is
cuss and decide what TH E Y  m ust 
do in  th is  s itua tion .

F ra te rna lly ,
W. F. W.

BRIDGEPORT, Conn.

WARNING
The Legal Voters and T axpa y

ers o f the Town o f Redding are 
hereby notified and warned th a t 
a Special Town M eeting w il l  be 
held a t the H i l l  School in  said 
Tow n o f Redding on Saturday, 
Ju ly  13, 1940 a t 8:30 P. M., DST, 
fo r  the fo llo w in g  purpose:

(1 ) F o r the general purpose o f 
discussing and fo rm u la tin g  de f
in ite , sane, sound home defense 
plans inc lud ing but no t lim ite d  to 
the fo llo w in g :

(a ) Home Guard
(b ) Economic Defense ( in 

c lud ing men, women, c h il
dren, machines, stock and 
land ).

(fc) F in g e rp rin tin g
(d )  Redding “ M ”  Day
(e ) And Thereupon to  co-or

d inate our home defense 
and begin im m ediate co
opera tion w ith  the County, 
The S tate and the U n ited 
States.

(2 ) And to T ransact any o ther 
business r ig h t  and proper to  come 
before said m eeting.

Dated a t Redding, Conn., th is  
8th dav o f Ju ly , 1940.

S. H A R O LD  S A M U E LS O N  
F R A N K  S T O LLE  
JOSEPH H U Y B E R

Selectmen o f the Town o f Red
ding.

A Letter From the 
Locked-Out Youth
E d ito r:

Here is a note I  received from  
a 24-year old boy th a t I  know. 
He lost two fingers of each hand 
in  an in d u s tria l accident, lo  make 
up fo r i t  was given some machine 
shop tra in in g . Somehow his note

seems to describe not on ly  th is  
boy, but the seven m illio n  youth 
who have come of age since 1930. 
He w rites :

“ I  looked fo r w o rk  in  my line  
a ll over M inneapolis and pu t my 
application in  a num ber of the 
shops, hut th ings  were very slow 
and the re lie f departm ent started 
sending the hoys out to camp and 
M r. A tk in s  at the re lie f was a l
ways asking when I was go in ,r 
lo  work. He said there was all 
k inds of work and there wasn’t 
any. And then he held back my 
ren t fo r the last m onth, and 1 
had to keep ca lling  up to gel 
tha t. So I f ina lly  got tired  of 
eve ry th ing  and started west fo r 
Seattle and I  did not have a cent 
of money when I  started. I t  was 
p len ty tough going. B u t I fina lly  
got here. I t  took me seven days. 
I was a ll tired  out. And now 
tha t i t  is a il over I  th in k  I  made 
a m istake leaving M inneapolis.

A lthough there is a lo t of work 
out here, there is also a lo t of 
men out of w ork th a t live  here. 
I was over to the Boeing airp lane 
factory and pu t in  m y application 
hu t they have about ten thousand 
o f them. There is a line  up every 
m orn ing about tw o blocks long. 
I  don’t  th in k  there w ill be much 
h ir in g  done here u n t il th is  fa ll 
and i t  was very hard ge tting  by 
w ith o u t a place to sleep o r eat. 
So ju s t a couple days ago I  was 
fo r leaving Seattle. I  was al! 
tired  out from  losing sleep and 
m issing a few meals, when I  w a lk 
ed in to  a cafe and asked a woman 
fo r som ething to eal and to ld her 
what it  was a ll about. So she of
fered to help me out to r m y meals 
and a place to sleep fo r a few 
weeks and in  the meantime I 
m igh t find something. And a fte r 
t hat T don’t  know w lia t. So th a t’s 
a ll (lie  news I have fo r now.”

M IN N E A P O LIS , M inn.
G. C.

Join the Socialist 
Workers Party

LONG ISLAND CITY 
BRANCH

BEER and DANCE
at

Rainbow Bali Room
10-21-47 Road 
Long Island City
(in New York)

SAT., AUG. 3, 1940
CONTINUOUS DANCING 

PROFESSIONAL 
ENTERTAINMENT

SENSATIONAL 
SUMMER OFFER!!

*  A subscription to the Socialist Appeal
*  A valuable bound volume o f back Appeals

At prices never before seen

1 yr. Appeal sub. reg $2 ) both for
1938 bound volume, reg $3 ) $3.00

1 y r Appeal sub, reg. $2 ) both for
1st or 2nd half-year 1939 ) 
bd volume, reg $2 ) $2.50

1 y r Appeal sub, reg $2 ) all for
1939 complete in two vol- )
umes, reg $4 ) $3.50

(Deduct 50c for any of the above with a 
6 months, instead of a 1 year, sub.)

ORDER IM M E D IA T E L Y  —  S U P P LY  L IM IT E D  ! -  
S oc ia lis t Appeal 
116 U n ive rs ity  Place 
New Y ork , New Y ork

B il l me fo r  (check 1 in  each c o lu m n ):

(  ) 1938 volume
( )  1 y r  sub ( ) 1939 (Jan-June)
( ) 6 mos sub (  ) 1939 (Ju ly-D ee.)

( )  1939 complete

N  am e _______________________________________________

Address _____________________________________

C ity  ______________;_______ _ S ta te _________________

Phil Murray, Steel Bosses, A ll Democrats 
-- Whose Voice Does Their Party Listen To?

B y F A R R E L L  DOBBS
Among those to answer roll call as a delegate to the Demo

cratic Convention was Phillip Murray. CIO vice president and 
Chairman of the Steel Workers Organizing Committee. His 
presence at the Chicago gathering is of more than passing in
terest to the CIO workers. Why was he there? What benefits did 
he hope to bring to the workers by his participation? Did He 
hope to find a broader solution to the problems o f the steel 
workers whose plight he so eloquently described in his recent 
testimony before the Monopoly Committee of Congress?

To answer these questions one 
m ust first, summarize h is te lling  
ind ic tm en t of the steel trus t. 
M U R R A Y ’S STORY OF 
T H E  S T E E L  TR U S T

Last November and December 
in du s tria l production in  the na
tion  as a whole surpassed the all- 
tim e peak in 1929, bu t w ith  fewer 
workers. In  the P ittsbu rgh  in 
dustria l area production rose 6% 
from  August 1929 to November 
1939. B ut d u rin g  th is  period rn^n 
hours of w o rk  declined 19%. 
24% o f the w o rk ing  population of 
Pennsylvania was unemployed 
last December, (he po in t when in 
dus tria l production was higher 
than in 1929.

The cry  of in du s try  and of gov
ernm ent fo r almost e!ght years 
has been "G ive us greater pro
d u c tiv ity . Increase our efficiency. 
Lower the production costs o f our 
commodities, and thereby create 
greater buying power and th is 1 w ill 
a ffo rd  the cure fo r  a ll the unem
ployment evils con fron ting  the 
na tion .”  P ro d u c tiv ity  has been in 
creased: and labor’s reward is a 
lower annual income, a shorter 
work year and more men 
th row n  out in  the streets. Cor
poration profits, on the other

(Continued from Page 1)
economic s itua tion  of the hem i
sphere.

A  clear understand ing of the 
fu ll im p lica tions or th is  so-called 
‘‘hemisphere po licy ”  can on ly  be 
had i f  we begin by dism issing 
some of the m yths which have 
been de libera te ly  fostered in  rec
ent m onths by the cap ita lis t press 
in  the U. S. The firs t m yth is 
tha t of “ hemisphere u n ity .”  The 
western hemisphere is a geograph
ical u n it  as every school boy 
knows. B u t under no c ircum 
stances can i t  be classified as an 
economic un it.

On the con tra ry  the western 
hemisphere is a vast economic 
conglom eration o f both comple
m entary and com petitive econo
mies tied to the rest 9f the world 
by trade and commerce. Any a t
tempt to iso late economically the 
L a tin  Am erican countries from  
Europe o r Asia or to impose upon 
them an autarch ic  economy can 
only lead to the most f r ig h tfu l 
convulsions in th e ir  economic set- 
un, destroy g igan tic  productive 
forces and fu rth e r reduce the a l
ready battered liv in g  standards of 
the L a tin  Am erican to ilers.

Sonto S im ple Exam ples
A e ry  sim ple illu s tra t io n  of the 

dependency of La tin -A m erica  
upon the rest of the w orld  is sup
plied by the $1,000,000.090 w orth  
of raw  m ateria ls, w h ich  La tin - 
Am erica annua lly  has sold to Eu
rope and Asia. The aim  o f the 
H u ll-Berle  carte l scheme to end 
these exports means u tte r ru in a 
tion fo r La tin -A m erica . That th is  
is so can be easily seen by an 
exam ination of the effects it  would 
have on the m ajor Latin-Am erican 
countries.

A  good fo re ign  m arke t fo r  ex
po rting  its  o il spells the d iffe r
ence between ex is ting  poverty and 
economic prostra tion  fo r the Ven
ezuelan masses. Mexican economy 
in the last analysis, depends upon 
the export of o il, copper and s il
ver. W orld  prices of cooper set 
the liv in g  standards fo r Chile and 
Peru. Petroleum export is the 
source of most of Colombia’s in 
come. Meats, cotton and hides 
are the m a jo r raw  m ateria ls pro
duced in  B raz il and A rgentina. 
Loss of the European m arket fo r 
her coffee would deprive B raz il of 
most o f her fo re ign exchange. 
Wheat, corn, linseed, woo) hides, 
and meats, produced m ostly by 
Uruguay and A rgentina , are en
t ire ly  dest’ ned fo r fore ign m ar
kets. Central Am erica depends 

| heavily on the export o f bananas.
T lie  so-called centra l m arke ting  

■■»gency (o r to put i t  piore p la in ly , 
U. S. cap ita lis ts ) would have to 
absorb, on the basis o f 1938 sta t
istics —  65.000,000 bushels of 
wheat. 10,000,000 bags of coffee, 
725.000 tons of meat, 1,500,000 
hales of cotton, 214,000 tons of 
wool, 300,000 tons of copper, about 
90.000.000 tons of oil.-—to m ention 
on ly  La tin -A m erica ’s m a jo r ex
ports!

Where, however, would the pro
ducts be sold?

hand. surpassed the 1929 profits 
in  the last, quarter of 1939.

G row th o f M onopoly 
Factua l investigations reveal 

tha t the trend in  Am erican in 
dustry  today is toward greater 
m onopolistic contro l. Technology 
is b u ild lh g  a new mOnhpoly in 
the steel iridustrÿ . Eighteen steel 
companies w ent out of business iri 
the 1930’s through mergers and 
consolidations. E ig h t others 
melged b lit  kept separate iden
titie s . O nly two new companies 
were formed as the resu lt of 
mergers. Fourteen plants or de
partm ents are now on the steel 
in d u s try ’s death lis t. 22,950 w o rk 
ers employed in  them w i l l  lose 
th e lf  jobs. Control o f steel firo- 
dUctlon is being concentrated in to  
t lie  hands of fewer and la rger 
companies. E ighteefi Small inde
pendent companies operating hand 
m ills  W ill soon go. They employ 
23,350 men.

Machines Replace Men 
Modern autom atic hot s tr ip  

m ills  can handle most of the de
mand fo r fla t rolled products. 126 
men in  the autom atic m ills  p ro
duce the same tonnage as 4,51.2 
men in  the Hand m ills , a 97% re-

The na tu ra l inference which the 
cap ita lis t press in  the U. S. would 
have us draw, is tha t they would 
be sold in  the U n ited Stales. But 
th is  is fa r from  the m inds o f the 
Am erican cap ita lis ts. They know 
very  well th a t a great m any Of the 
L a tin  Am erican exports are in  
d ’ féct com petition w ith  the pro
ducts made oh grown in  the U n it
ed States. As we hâve said, L#- 
t in  Am erican economy is no t dnly 
a com plementary one, bu t also 
com petitive, especially w ith  the 
United States.

F o r example the U n ited States 
competes in  the w orld  m arket 
W ith A rgentina  and B raz il in  the 
sale o f wheat, cotton and meats.

The U nited States also competes 
w ith  L a tin  Am erica in  the sale 
of erttton, o il, linseed and corn— 
to name on ly the im portan t dites.

C ris is  o f O verproduction

To believe tha t Am erican im 
peria lism  w il l  purchase these' pro
ducts of the L a tin  countries at 
a " fa i r ”  price and dispose them 
upon the already overloaded 
Am erican m arke t is s im p ly  r id i
culous. As m atters stand how. the 
Roosevelt governm ent is s t i l l  pay
in g  farm ers to plow under wheat 
and cotton, and s t i l l  bands out 
m illio ns  to o il barons in  order to 
contro l the production on oil.

The disease of over-production, 
especially in  the field of ag ricu l
tu re  and raw  m aterials, a ris ing  
out of the chaos created by the 
cap ita lis t cris is, s truck  both La
t in  Am ericah and the United 
States. B u t ow ing to the fact 
tha t the L a tin  Am erican countries 
never even tem po ra rily  recovered 
from  the post-war cris is, the cris is  
of 1929 made conditions in  the 
field of ag ricu ltu re  and raw  ma
te ria ls  especially severe there. 
The outbreak of the Second Im 
pe ria lis t W ar, un like  the last war 
which heavily increased L a tin  
Am erican exports to thé A llies  at 
high prices, has s t i l l  fu r th e r un
dermined the export trade o f the 
L a tin  Am erican countries, there
by fu r th e r accentuating the a l
ready sharp cris is .

Thus A rgentina  is preparing  to 
burn 6,000,000 tons of corn, w h ich 
i t  cannot sell to Europe because 
of the war. U ruguay is le ft  ho ld
ing  one-fourth of its  wool crofi, 
which i t  cannot dispose of. B ra
z il ’s stocks of coffee and cotton 
are cram m ing the warehouses. 
Germany, its  best customer, has 
Ceased to buy a ltogether on ac
count of the blockade. Chile’s 
exports of copper and n itra tes 
have m a te ria lly  decreased, as Ger
many was one of its  p rinc ipa l 
customers.

In  the lig h t  o f w hat has been 
said above i t  is easier to see what 
i t  w i l l  mean to these L a tin  Amer- 
;can countries i f  U. S. im p e ria l
ism  succeeds in  fo is tin g  upon 
them the H u ll-B e rle  scheme to 
fu rth e r reduce the already d im 
inished export trade of these La
t in  countries, upon w h ich  th e ir  
very existence depends.

duction in  man hours. The s tr ip  
m ills  are d isplacing 84,770 men. 
38.470 of them have already been 
disconnected from  the indus try . 
They are th row n oht, not one by 
one. bu t a thousand to fifteen huh- 
dred a t a tim e. In  one case 3,000 
workers Were to ld  to go hohie and 
not come back.

The continuous butt-weld type 
th il l displaces 100 workers. Where 
136 men ate required fo r aii oper
a tion  in  the hand m ills  on ly  36 
are required in  the continuous 
m ills , a reduction of 75%.

Since 1923 the num ber of man 
hours per ton o f steel ou tput has 
declined 36%. A l i t t le  more than 
6 workers can tu rn  out as much 
steel now as 10 could in  1923. A l
most h a lf o f the deeliite has oc
curred since 1936 when labor dis
placement by s tr ip  m ills  began. 
From  August 1936 to September 
1939 technology reduced the num 
ber of man hours per ton o f ingots 
produced from  18.7 to 14.7 man 
hours per ton. T h is  is a reduc
tion  o f more than 21%.

Steel Ghost Towns
S trip  m ills  have reduced en t’ re 

com m unities to ru in . Events du r
ing the last three years in  New
castle, Pennsylvania, a steel town 
of 50,000 people, are typ ica l. 4,500 
hand m il l workers have been per
m anently displaced in  th is  town. 
A few years e a rlie r 1,200 Besse
m er Workers were displaced 
There have been a to ta l of 5,700 
v ic tim s of technology in Newcastle 
d tir lh g  the 1930’s. 64% of the
town's population is e ither on re
lie f o r t ry in g  to get it. As the 
n lie h t of Newcastle grew worse 
W PA wages were reduced $5.00 
a m onth and the num ber of WPA 
jobs cut more iban 50%.

U nem ploym ent Cancels Raises
Between' August 1936 and Sep

tember 1939 ho u rly  wage rates in  
steel rose more than 27%. o r from  
66.8  ̂to 85.1 cents per hour. The 
am ount of wages per ton o f ingots 
produced in  August 1936 and Ren- 
tomher 1939 was the same, $12.50 
a ton. Despite a 27% increase in  
average' ho u rly  wages the tota l 
wages per ton of ingot produced 
d 'd  not increase. Th is is the 
resu lt o f a reduction o f 21% In 
man hours per ton of ingots p ro
duced.

The c la im  th a t increased wage 
rates are responsible fo r technolo
gical im provem ent is not valid. 
A ll autom atic S trip m ills  were 
completed, under construction or 
authorized to be constructed be
fore the steel wage raise in  1936 
and 1937.

An ins ign ifican t num ber o f steel 
workers are employed a fu ll five- 
day week fo r  50 weeks a year. 
The average employed w orker is 
id le 1|5 to  2|o of the year. The 
bosses avoid h ir in g  fo rm er hand 
m ill workers in  the s tr ip  m ills . 
Those employed are given work 
as laborers o r sem i-skilled w o rk 
ers. They receive on ly  one-half 
to one-third of th e ir  fo rm er da ily  
earnings. The new steel techno
logy is not c rea ting  new jobs else
where to compensate fo r jobs d i
rec tly  e lim inated in  the steel in 
dustry .

Workers Bear Burden
Technological im nrove m e n t s 

have been very profitable to the 
bosses and very costly to the w o rk 
ers. The same labor cost of pro
duction has been m aintained de
spite an increase of more than 
one-fourth in ho u rly  wage rates. 
Fourteen m illio n  do lla rs have 
been e lim inated from  the to ta l 
m on th ly  pay envelopes of the steel 
workers. Production efficiency 
has been raised by one-fifth. 30,- 
000 workers have been displaced. 
F in ished steel prices have increas
ed 9%.

tn  other words, the in du s try  
produces the same amount o f si eel 
w ith  30,000 fewer workers. The 
employed workers are rece iv ing 
more than 26% h igher wages per 
hour bu t they are id le  one-fiftli 
to twO-flft.hS of the year. 30,000 
then have been displaced en tire ly  
and are ge tting  no wages a t a ll.

What, Unionism Did
The SWOC Chairm an supported 

th is  v iv id  description of conditions 
in  the steel in du s try  w ith  v e ri
fiable s ta tis tics and in s tru c tive  i l 
lus tra tions. He next turned to 
the ro le of the SWOC. I f  the 
steel workers had not organized, 
the s itua tion  would have been 
more serious. The SWOC has 
prevented, by increasing the hour
ly  wage rate, a reduction of to ta l 
m on th ly  pay ro lls  by more than 
one-fourth. I t  has also, by reduc
ing  hours, prevented thus fa r  tlie  
permanent e lim in a tio n  o f 58.000 
steel workers from  th e ir  jobs. I f  
i t  were not fo r the SWOC there 
would today be 88,000 instead of 
30,000 steel w orkers th row n out 
in  the street.

M urray  recognizes th a t im p o r
tan t as the union has been i t  has 
fa llen  sho rt of á complete solu
tion  of the steel workers’ prob
lems. He goes on to say, “ H aving

Havana Is Opening Gun In 
U. S. Conquest of Americas

won- an increase of fourteen and 
one-half m illio n  do lla rs in  to ta l 
m on th ly  payrolls, however, the 
SWOC has been helpless to prev
ent the steel indus try  from  tak in g  
it  away through technological im 
provements.’”

Congressional A ction  Needed
P o in ting  out th a t collective bar

ga in ing  in  the steel in d u s try  is 
ori a company-wide basis, w hite 
the problems of technological im 
provement are in du s try  w ide and 
national in  character, the CIO 
spokejnan concludes: “ Conse
quently, in  t lie  absence of u n i
versal collective bargain ing, Con
gressional regulation of the in 
troduction  of large technological 
changes is necessary.”

P O L IT IC A L  A C T IO N  N E E D E D  
— B U T  A G A IN S T  T H E  BOSSES

M urra y  recognizes th a t the steel 
workers m ust supplement trade 
un ion action w ith  po litica l action 
i f  they are to find a solu tion to 
th e ir  problems. But w hy does he 
tu rn  to the Democratic Party? 
They w ill give lip  service but llie y  
w i l l  not act. The Democratic 
Party, ju s t as the Republican P ar
ty, is a po litica l organization of 
the steel bosses, not of the steel 
workers.

One o f M urra y ’s fe llow  delegates 
at the convention was M ayor K e l
ly  of Chicago whose police carried 
out the M em orial Day massacre 
of the s tr ike rs  in  L it t le  Steel. In  
the Ohio delegation sat. the men 
who called out the N ational Guard 
to help the steel bosses in  the 
same s trike . Roosevelt., to whose

renom ination M u rra y  was pledg
ed, has been in  the W h ite  House 
du ring  these very years in  which 
the steel bosses were g r in d in g  the 
workers down under the heel of 
technological change.

The SWOC Chairm an to ld the 
Monopoly Committee that: there 
should be a national unemploy- 
rrient. conference of leaders of gov
ernment, indus try , labor and farm  
groups. The Democrats pu t i t  in  
th e ir  p la tfo rm . P la tfo rm  prom 
ises, however, are taken lig h t ly  by 
the Democrats and the R epubli
cans. The conference may never 
be held. I f  i t  is held it  w il l w ind 
up in  a discussion of how to keep 
down labor troub le  “ in  the in te r
ests of na tional defense,”  and not 
i tv any clear-cut program  to aid 
the unemployed and underpaid 
workers.

The corporations are interested 
in on ly  one th in g : p ro fil. As in  
the past so i t  w i l l  be in  the fu 
tu re ; the Dem ocratic and Repub
lican po litic ian s  w il l  do the bid
d ing o f the corporations. M urray  
and a ll other labor leaders who 
support them are very  popular 
w ith  the Democrats and Republi
cans jus t before elections. When 
the election is over the bosses get 
the hehefit of p o litica l representa
tion  and tlie  workers get a few 
crumbs at best, sometimes tear 
gas and bullets.

" I  say to the leaders of indus
t r y ’ , M u rra y  to ld the Monopoly 
Committee, “ keep your economic 
theories in  text hooks. So fa r as 
the w orkers of th is  great nation

p.re concerned, they w an t to know  
on ly  one th ing . W hen do they 
get jobs? When are they go ing 
to be protected from  losing th e ir  
jobs everytim e a newcontraptlbn 
or a new inven tion  is discovered. 
When are th e ir  ch ildren, the 
youth of th is  nation, who at-e 
roam ing the streets today, going 
to get jobs? T h is  is t lie  question. 
Th is is the b ig  problem Of today.”

FOR A N  IN D E P E N D E N T  
LA B O R  P A R T Y

He is one thousand percent cor
rect, but t lie  workers won’t, get 
action on th is  v ita l problem from  
the Democrats o f the Republicans. 
N or w ill they get resu lts th rough  
a th ird  pa rty  o f em ployer-loyal 
Senator W heeler as John I.. Lew is 
would have had the CIO member
ship believe.

The acute problems of the steel 
workers which P h illip  M urra y  has 
so, e loquently described can no lo n 
ger be solved by trade un ion ac
tion  alone. Unions the workers 
m ust have. They are an in d is 
pensable in s trum en t. W ork in g  
class po litica l action is today 
equally indispensable.

The w orkers can depend upon 
no one except those of th e ir  own 
class. The next step tow ard the 
solution o f th e ir  problems m ust he 
the election o f candidates to p o li
tica l office— local, state and na
tiona l - fro m  the w orkers ’ own 
ranks by the w orkers ’ own p o li
t ic a l pa rty . An independeht la 
bor p a rty  based on the trade 
unions m ust he formed.

‘  Worst Repressions in 20 Yrs’ 
Says Civil Liberties Union

Repressions aga inst w o rk in g  
men and women in the U n ited  
States have become so intensified 
since the w a r th a t the A m erican 
C iv il L ibe rties  U nion, in its  year
ly  re p o rt ju s t  out, declares th a t 
“ At. no period in the tw e n ty  years 
o f its  existence have the C iv il 
L ibe rties  U n ion  and o ther agen
cies engaged w ith  p ro tec ting  c iv il 
r ig h ts  beeri confronted w ith  such 
an arPay o f threatChed measures 
o f repression. Added to the  fe 
deral measures are local enact
ments and orders, mob violence, 
and hasty fo rm a tio n  o f c itizens ’ 
com m ittees dedicated to s tam ping 
ou t ‘subversive’ in fluences.”

The la te s t re p o rt o f the C iv il 
L ibe rties  U n ion eh titled  “ In  the 
Shadow o f W at-” , is in  (sharp 
con trast w ith  the one issued las t 
year, p ra is ing  the ad m in is tra tion  
to  the skies.

This smug, bourgeois com m it
tee fa iled  com plete ly to  rea lize 
th a t the  “ lib e ra l”  Roosevelt ad
m in is tra tio n  was system atica lly  
p repa ring  and enacting leg is la 
tion  and em pow ering federa l 
agencies to hound the labo r move
ment. Today, the A. C. L . U . is 
ready to  ad m it th a t “ i t  is im pos
sible to1 fo re te ll in a period o f 
such tension and change how fa r  
repression w ill go. B u t i t  seems 
certa in  th a t the  d rive  fo r  vast 
na tiona l defence w ith  the lik e li
hood o f m il ita ry  conscrip tion w ill 
weaken the defences o f demo
cracy and im p e ril no t on ly  the 
libe rtie s  o f m in o ritie s  b u t o f a ll 
c itizens genera lly .”
“ ON T H E  O N E  H A N D  
A N D  ON T H E  O T H E R . . . ”

Despite the dark outlook the 
C iv il L ibe rties  U n ion  makes a 
ra th e r pa the tic  a ttem p t to  find 
praise as w e ll as blam e fo r  the 
governm ent and its  agencies. I ts  
annual re p o rt contains a “ B a l
ance Sheet o f C iv il L ib e rtie s ”  
which begins— to  he lp libe ra l 
hopes sp ring  e te rna l in  the 
human breast, no doubt— w ith  a 
section en titled  “ We coinmend” . 
T ha t contains 24 item s. I t  is fo l
lowed by “ W e Condemn” , con
ta in in g  25 item s. Then “ We Re
g re t” , fo u r item s. B y  th is  libe ra l 
m athem atics the governm ent is 
no t so bad, a f te r  a ll!

Leav ing  aside th is  absurd ity , 
the 72-pagc annual re p o rt is ex
trem e ly  usefu l as a p ic tu re  o f the 
developing use o f repressive 
measures by the W a r Deal. I t  is 
useful, however, on ly  in  those 
fields in -which the governm ent 
qu ite openly assaults r ig h ts  
which even cap ita lism  has t ra d i
tio n a lly  conceded to  be c iv il lib e r
ties : the  r ig h t  o f asylum , o f 
m in o r ity  pa rties  in  elections, etc. 
Where, however, the assault 
aga inst workers) r ig h ts  is camou
flaged as prosecution o f violence 
in  a s tr ike , fo r  example, the 
C iv il L ibe rties  U n ion does no t de
fine th a t as a v io la tio n  o f c iv il 
libe rtie s !

Thus the  m ost outstanding 
case o f governm enta l assault on 
the r ig h t  to  s tr ik e  and pe tition  
fo r  grievance th a t occurred in 
the la s t year, the fam ous M in 

neapolis W P A  prosecutions, the 
C iv il L ibe rties  Union rep o rt says: 

“ The (C iv il L ib e rtie s ) Union 
did no t ge t in to  the case u n t il 
its  la te r stages because o f the 
charges o f violence on the p ic
ke t line. I t  became evident, 
however, th a t these m inor 
charges did no t ju s t i fy  a feder
a l ind ic tm en t fo r  conspiracy 
and the U n ion  jo ined w ith  
Others in  u rg in g  the  dism issal 
o f the  rem a in ing  ind ic tm ents.”  
In  o ther words, “ m ere”  in d ic t

ments under trum ped-up charges 
o f violence on the  p icke t line  
would no t alone have been enough 
to have the C iv il L ibe rties  Un ion 
say a word on beha lf o f the W P A  
prisoners!
F IG U R E  T H IS  O N E  O UT,
IF  YO U C A N

A  re a lly  lud icrous example o f 
th is  “ c iv il lib e rtie s ”  m e n ta lity  is 
the re p o rt ’s ' com m ent on the

Soviet Ship 
Watched For 
Assailants 
O f Trotsky

M E X IC O  C IT Y , Ju ly  23— A 
s tr ic t  watch is being kep t by 
M exican au tho ritie s  over the 
Soviet fre ig h te r, Severski, now 
anchored in the P o rt o f M anza
n illo . I t  is  believed th a t the ship 
a rrived  a t tha t p o rt as a means 
o f escape fo r  David A lfa ro  S i
queiros, h is tw o  bro thers-in -law , 
Lu is  and Leopoldo Arena), and 
ftth e r persons wanted 1>y the 
police fo r  the attem pted assassi
nation o f Leon T ro tsky  and the 
m urder o f his secretary, Robert 
Sheldon H arte .

The ship ostensib ly a rrived  to 
load m etals fo r  V la d iv o s to k , but 
when au tho rities  noted th a t there 
Were no signs o f a c t iv ity  aboard, 
they became suspicious th a t the 
ship was w a itin g  to  em bark the 
GPU band. S iqueiros and his as
sociates have been reported seen 
a t various points, b u t have elud
ed a ll e ffo r ts  to  apprehend them.

M eanwhile the evidence aga inst 
the assassins is con tinu ing  to ac
cum ulate. The la tes t o f those im 
plicated who has given a declara
tion  to the in te rro g a tin g  judge is 
Jose A lva rez  Lopez, a veteran 
o f the Spanish c iv il w ar, who
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“ passport fra u d ”  and other p ro 
secutions d irected aga inst the 
Com m unist P a rty . These, says 
I ho report, were “ ho t d ire c tly  
w ith in  the fie ld o f c iv il lib e rtie s ” . 
The U n ion says i t  found the 
charge th a t p o lit ic a l pre judice 
was in back o f these prosecu
tions to  be “ unsupported” .

W h a t would these gentlem en 
w an t?  A n  a f f id a v it  fro m  the 
judge sw earing ho was m otiva ted 
by p o lit ic a l pre jud ice? However, 
the U n ion does concede th a t i t  
found “ v io la tions o f c iv i l r ig h ts  
inc identa l to the prosecutions—  
excessive ba il, u n fa ir  delays in 
b r in g in g  cases to  tr ia l,  appeals 
to  public pre judice, and un w a r
ranted Sentences.”  A l l  th is , note, 
is inc identa l!

God help the laibor movement 
i f  Our r ig h ts  in the com ing per
iod were to  depend on the aid o f 
these h a ir-s p litte rs !

was h ired  by Siqueiros as his 
personal cha u ffeu r some tim e  be
fo re  the a tte m p t to  m urder T ro t
sky.

Lopez V erifies D e ta ils

Lopez on S atu rday to ld  the 
judge the detailed s to ry  o f S i
queiros’ ac tiv itie s  up to  and in 
c lud ing  the a ttack  on T ro ts k y ’s 
house. H is  s to ry  b ro u g h t in  A na  
Lopez and J u lia  Barradas de Ser
rano, the two’ women spies as
signed to c o rru p t the police 
guard ing  T ro ts k y ’s house; every 
n ig h t a t e igh t S iqueiros m e t them  
to hear th e ir  repo rt. V is its  to the 
“ F rench Jew ” , p rev iously  id e n ti
fied as the fo re ign  agen t o f the 
GPU in  charge o f p lann ing  the 
assault; v is its  to  the house 
where H a rte ’s body was la te r 
found ; and the  s to ry  o f the 
ga the ring  o f the assailants, th e ir  
donning o f police un ifo rm s, the 
b r in g in g  o f the machine guns 
and o the r weapons used, were 
described in  de ta il by Lopez.

H is  makes the n in th  declara
tion  to  the in te rro g a tin g  judge 
w h ich  names m any o f those who 
a c tu a lly  pa rtic ip a ted  in the a t
tack. Three o ther chauffeurs  used 
th a t n igh t, the tw o  women spies, 
and N esto r Sanchez Hernandez 
who was one o f the assailants 
disguised in  police u n ifo rm , are 
am ong those who- have “ come 
clean.”
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Pacifist Fakery On Conscription
Bourgeois P ac ifis ts  A rg ue  T hey A re  Better Defenders O f C a p ita lism 9 
W orkers O b ject to Bourgeois C onscrip tion  B u t Should  Lea rn  M il i ta r y  A rts .

Sovietization 
Of The Baltic 
Step Forward

T he New  Y o rk  A ge  in  an e d ito r ia l (J u ly  20) 
“ F rance Becomes a D ic ta to rsh ip ” , comments in  
p a r t  as fo llow s:

“ Unless H it le r  can complete his invasion o f 
E ng land before the w in te r  sets in  he w i l l  be 
faced w ith  both fam ine  and revo lu tion  in  prac
t ic a l ly  a ll o f the conquered te r r ito ry  under his 
dom inion . . .  The French colonies in  A fr ic a , which 
had a measure o f se lf ru le  and w hich had th e ir  
own representatives in the Chamber o f Deputies, 
m ay no t like  the idea o f d ic ta to rsh ip , and m ay 
take  th is  op po rtu n ity  to declare th e ir  indepen
dence. O ther French possessions in  o ther p a rts  
o f  the w o rld  m ay do likew ise.

“ H it le r  and M usso lin i have declared th e ir  in 
te n tio n  o f m ak ing  a new Europe b u t in  im posing 
th e ir  w i l l  on o ther nations and peoples they have 
undertaken a jo b  w h ich m ay prove b igger than 
the y  can handle.

“ L ib e rty , lik e  tru th , crushed to  the ea rth  w i l l  
r ise  again, and i t  is our opinion th a t another 
F rench revo lu tion  is im m inen t and th a t once 
again the  French people in th e ir  anger w i l l  rise  
and crush th e ir  oppressors and restore th e ir  m ost 
cherished possessions o f lib e rty , e q ua lity  and 
f ra te rn ity . ”

The fa c t  is  th a t the d ic ta to rsh ip  th a t the 
E rench colonials w i l l  experience under the Fas
c is t reg im e o f M arsha ll Petain w i l l  d i f fe r  on ly  
in  degree fro m  th a t o f “ dem ocratic”  France. The 
F rench colon ia l peoples had b u t a ve ry  sm all 
measure o f  se lf-governm ent and th a t represented 
n o t the  masses o f the exp lo ited natives bu t the 
sm a ll “ e lite ”  o f governm ent employees and the 
na tive  bourgeoisie and chiefs.

Yes, the French people w i l l  rise  in a new re 
vo lu tio n  bu t th is  tim e  i t  can on ly  be the socia list 
revo lu tion . T h a t is the  on ly  road open fo r  the 
masses o f the French w orkers and the on ly  w ay 
th a t w i l l  fre e  the colon ia l peoples fro m  im p e ria l
is t  ru le.

The appo in tm en t o f H e n ry  Lem ery, Senator 
fro m  M artin ique , as colon ia l m in is te r in  the new 
F rench cabinet, is an a tte m p t to  hold the lo y a lty  
o f  the m illio ns  o f blacks in  the colonies. Fascism 
in  its  own in te rests drops a t least fo r  the m om ent 
its  color b a t po licy. Lem ery, as is tru e  o f the 
o th e r Negroes w ho in  the past have served in  
h igh  positions in  the French governm ent, is  no t 
re a lly  a representative o f the colon ia l peoples, 
b u t on ly  a stooge fo r  F rance’s 400 fam ilies . 
Le m ery  has in  the past con tribu ted nex t to  no th 
in g  to  the cause o f the N egro peoples. H is  sym 
path ies have always been w ith  the ru le rs  o f 
France. W e are sure th a t th is  move w i l l  foo l bu t 
fe w  o f the  m illio ns  o f exp lo ited natives in  the 
Colonies.

M a rg a re t Sanger, p resident o f the N a tiona l 
B ir th  C ontro l Federation, b it te r ly  assailed the 
C atho lic  Church la s t week fo r  its  use o f po litica l 
pow er to  force the cancellation o f a b ir th  con tro l 
e x h ib it a t the A m erican Negro E xpos ition  in 
Chicago. The e xh ib it had been arranged by the 
Federation a t the in v ita tio n  o f an o ffic ia l o f the 
N egro  E xpos ition ; bu t the Federation was then 
no tified  th a t  the  e xh ib it could no t be held “ be
cause o f changes in  f lo o r  space” ; several o f f i
cia ls o f the exposition explained, however, th a t 
i t  was the pressure o f the C atholic Church th a t 
caused the cancellation. The Cfatholic Church 
threatened to  use its  in fluence to  g e t the g ra n ts  
g iven by the Federal and the I ll in o is  s tate gov
e rnm ent to  the E xpos ition  w ith d ra w n  i f  the b ir th  
con tro l e xh ib it rem ained.

M a rg a re t Sanger in  a s ta tem ent said: “ The 
tim e  has come to  determ ine w hethe r the Catho
lic  Church o r any o ther m in o r ity  g roup  sha ll be 
pe rm itted  to  use po litica l power to  prevent the 
spread o f knowledge which has become a re 
cognized p a rt o f pub lic  health  education and ac
cepted m edical practice .”

NEGROES OPEN DOORS OF 
L iL Y-WHITE UNION

The N egro w orkers in  Seattle, W ashington 
have won a tw e lve  weeks f ig h t in an e f fo r t  to  
fo rce  the Boeing A ir c ra f t  Co., to em ploy Negroes. 
On J u ly  18 the Company issued a sta tem ent th a t 
i t  w ou ld  h ire  qualified Negroes. The fo llo w in g  
day the company issued em ploym ent applications 
to  tw o  Negroes.

Boeing o ffic ia ls  said the company would h ire  
qua lified  Negroes who are members o f the A ero
nau tica l Mechanics Un ion No. 761, w ith  w h ich i t  
has a contract. C oncu rren tly  w ith  th a t announce
m en t the U n ion said i t  would take  v igorous ac
t io n  aga inst a clause in  the con s titu tion  o f the 
In te rn a tio n a l U n ion lim it in g  m em bership to 
w h ites on ly. The U nion said the m a tte r would 
have to  come before the  In te rn a tio n a l Association 
o f  Mechanics bu t pointed ou t th a t the re  is no 
d is c r im in a to ry  clause in  the present agreem ent 
w ith  the company.

BRITISH ‘DEMOCRACY’ AT WORK
George Padmore, secre tary o f the In te rn a 

t io n a l A fr ic a n  Service Bureau, w rite s  us th a t 
“ the ed ito ria l s ta f f  o f the ‘A fr ic a n  S tandard ’ o f 
S ie rre  Leone, W est A fr ic a — George Thomas, J. 
D . B a iley  and S. M. O ’Boyle were arrested and 
sent to  ja i l  fo r  sedition because they  rep rin ted  
an a rtic le  fro m  the Socia lis t Appeal dea ling  w ith  
the  case o f th e ir  leader, W allace Johnson.”  Due 
to  the  censorship imposed by the B rit is h , we have 
been unable to secure any fu r th e r  in fo rm a tio n  
o r de ta ils  re g a rd in g  th is  action by the B r it is h  
a u th o ritie s  in  W est A fr ic a .

The Appea l a rtic le  re fe rre d  to, appeared in 
th is  colum n on M arch 23 and quoted in  p a r t  the 
a rtic le  fo r  w h ich  W allace Johnson, secre ta ry o f 
the  W est A fr ic a n  Y ou th  League and the S ie rra  
Leone Trade U n ion  Congress was convicted o f 
«ed ition .

I t  is imperative for every 
American worker to understand 
what is involved in the drive 
toward conscription, what are 
the real nature o f the forces 
engaged in the controversies 
around the question, and what 
attitude should be taken toward 
m ilita ry  training. The lives and 
futures of the workers and the 
most important political prob
lems of our time arc bound to
gether in this issue.

Thus a movement o f protest 
against conscrip tion has arisen 
w ith in  (he ranks o f the cap ita lis t 
class itse lf, especially among 
those conservative and m iddle- 
class elements, who. despite th e ir  
Whole-hearted devotion to A m eri
can cap ita lism , cannot yet b rin g  
themselves to support a ll the 
harsh d ic ta to r ia l means i t  needs 
fo r its  defense. The position of 
these bourgeois pacifists has been 
stated in  the “ Declaration Against

Conscrip tion”  recently issued by 
210 educators, w rite rs , re lig ious 
leaders, professional and business 
men and women. In  an advertise
m ent in  the New Y ork  Times on 
Ju ly  12th Norm an Thomas’s 
"Keep Am erica Out Of W ar Con
gress”  repeated th e ir  arguments.

The bourgeois-pacifists advance 
fou r arguments against “ peace
tim e m il ita ry  conscrip tion.”  They 
firs t declare th a t com pulsory m il i
ta ry  service is an tidem ocra tic , 
d ic ta to ria l, and threatens the lib 
erties o f the people. We do not 
dispute th is  fact. C ap ita lis t con
scrip tion  m ust be au tocra tic  and 
to ta lita ria n .

The bourgeois pacifists would 
have us believe, however, th a t our 
cap ita lis t regime can preserve the 
old dem ocratic form s and in s titu 
tions, and yet prepare fo r  the 
com ing w ar and conduct i t  in  a 
non-to ta lita rian  m anner. T h is  is 
impossible. In  the last w ar the 
United States enacted conscrip
tion  as soon as possible a fte r the 
declaration o f w a r together w ith

many other oppressive measures. 
Now it  must, lik o  England, do the 
same even before w ar is ac tua lly  
under way. The bourgeois-pacifist 
position is based upon the illus ion  
th a t Am erican im peria lism  w ill 
not have to resort to conscription. 
They thereby deceive themselves 
and others.

They argue secondly, tha t peace
tim e conscrip tion is incom patible 
w ith  Am erican democracy. Again 
we are not concerned to deny th is. 
B ut i t  is not incom patib le w ith  
Am erican cap ita lism — and th is  
factor is decisive. W henever the 
in terests of the cap ita lis ts  and 
the in s titu tio n s  o f democracy 
clash, democracy m ust y ie ld.

F ind in g  no support fo r th e ir  po
s itio n  in  the fu tu re  and l i t t le  in 
the present, the pacifists then ap
peal to the past. T h is  is th e ir  
th ird  argum ent. M ilita ry  con
scrip tion  in  peacetime, they say. 
is a rad ica l departure from  Am er
ican tra d itio n . In  the present 
emergency, however, we may be 
sure th a t Am erican im peria lism

w il l  shatte r m any more such tra 
d itions. especially those connect
ed w ith  its  pacifist past. The m il
ita r is ts  w ill be on ly  too glad to 
leave the past in  safe-keeping of 
the pacifists w h ile  they contro l 
the fu tu re  policies of the country.

Lest, anyone m isunderstand 
th e ir  lo ya lty  to  cap ita lism , the 
pacifists assure the powers tha t 
be tha t they are "as arden tly  con
cerned fo r the safety o f our be
loved Republic as an advocate of 
un iversa l service can be.”  These 
pure pa trio ts  are s im p ly  having 
a fa m ily  quarre l about the best 
methods of defending capitalism .

T h is  is demonstrated by th e ir 
fina l argum ent which abandons 
the lo fty  grounds o f in d iv idu a l 
freedom and glorious tra d itio n  fo r 
a crass appeal to the m ate ria l in 
terests of Am erican business men. 
They are against, conscrip tion be
cause i t  is bad fo r business! "The 
m il ita ry  reg im entation of the en 
t ire  manpower o f our na tion w ill 
in ev ita b ly  resu lt in  widespread 
d islocation in  business, industry ,

S id n e y  H o o k :  R e c r u i t in g  S e r g e a n t
THE PROFESSOR IS A NEW, BUT TYPICAL CONVERT TO WAR

B y F E L IX  M O RRO W
Sidney Hook has w r itte n  an 

a rtic le  in  the Ju ly  20 New Leader 
which fo rm a lly  records h is tra n 
s itio n  to the camp of social-chau
v in ism . T h is  w i l l  surprise no 
one who has watched h im  jo in  
the in te llec tua ls  in  re trea t from  
M arxism  d u rin g  the last five 
years. Nevertheless, Hook’s firs t 
open avowal of support of the 
“ dem ocratic”  im peria lis ts  meant 
fo r me a moment of personal sad
ness. We had been friends fo r 
many years. I t  is one th in g  to 
be aware of the s ta tis tics  tha t a 
good many g ir ls  become p ro s ti
tu tes; i t  is som ething very d if 
ferent to see your own s is ter do it .

And how easily and w ith  w hat 
scorn the Hook o f ten years ago, 
w ith  his fine in te llec tua l scapel, 
w ou ld  haveA cu t to -shreds the  • 
shabby logica l s truc tu re  by which 
today’s Hook jus tifies  supporting 
the “ democracies”  against German 
im peria lism !

The Hook of those days would 
have demanded firs t o f a ll tha t, 
when a man abandons concepts 
he has avowedly held fo r  some 
23 years, he should give an in te l- 
leclua l accounting o f why he has 
dropped them. D u ring  these years 
Hook avowed the in te rna tiona l so
c ia lis t position on w a r; W ith 
L iebknecht he said: “ The main 
enemy is in  your own country .”

That wars are inevitab le  under 
cap ita lism ; th a t the stakes are 
m arkets, sources o f raw  m ateria ls 
and spheres fo r capital invest
ment and not the ideological fig- 
leafs proclaim ed by e ither side; 
tha t the state is the executive 
com m ittee o f the  ru lin g  class, 
whatever the difference in  the 
form s o f ru le  of the contending 
classes; th a t the w o rk ing  class 
sha ll support ne ithe r side in  a 
w ar between the powers hut. in  
each country the w o rk in g  class 
shall take advantage o f the w ar 
conditions to overth row  its  “ own”  
ru le rs— a ll th is  Hook had avowed. 
Yet now he throw s th is  overboard 
s ilen tly , w ith o u t exp lanation! 
F rom  h is a rtic le  i t  -would be im 
possible to discover th a t he had 
ever believed these or, fo r tha t 
m atter, that, he had ever heard 
o f these concepts!

H O O K ’S T H E O R Y  FOR 
SU P P O R TIN G  T H E  
“ D E M O C R A C IE S ”

Hook’s present position, lik e  
tha t o f a ll the more “ id ea lis tic ” 
supporters of the one Im pe ria lis t 
camp against the other, is based 
on constructing  a basic d ifference 
between the two. The New Y ork 
Herald T ribune  can call fo r  war 
against Germany on the basis of 
cold-blooded references to A m er
ica’s “ na tiona l in terests” ; th is  
base m etal m ust be transm uted 
by the Hooks in to  ho lie r s tu ff.

Here is an ou tline  of Hook’s 
theory:

(1). Nazism is not w hat “ the 
dogma of a ll Le n in is t schools—• 
T ro tsky, D n tt, G uerin. etc.”  
cla im s i t  is—the last phase of 
finance cap ita lism . “ F unc tiona lly  
defined”  prope rty  no longer is 
cap ita lis t. “ Power has been trans
ferred from  the cap ita lis ts ” ; 
therefore “ the basic ins trum ents 
o f p roduction are owned by the 
p a rty  bureaucracy,”  fo r  “ Finance 
capitalists-—inso fa r as there are 
any le ft in  Germany today— take 
th e ir  orders from  the Nazi pa rty  
and no t vice versa. N o r is there 
any evidence th a t th e ir  counsel 
has greater w e igh t in  Nazi pa rty

circles than th a t of o ther social 
groups.”

(2 )  . T h is  new, Nazi system of 
p rope rly  re la tions is fundam ent
a lly  hostile  to the ideals out of 
w h ich cap ita lism  arose. “ E very 
one of the ideals of the French 
Revolution, w ith  one possible ex
ception, is  anathema to the Nazi 
philosophy o f life  . . . The one pos
sible exception is fanatica l na tion 
alism  which did not emerge w ith  
the French Revolu tion but w ith  
Napoleon, who arrested even as 
he consolidated some o f its  gains... 
The Nazi c ritiq ue  o f capita lism  
was, and is, th a t i t  (cap ita lism ) 
abides by these ideals even in 
th e ir  very im perfect form s. H it le r  
is  w ell aware o f th is . ‘Democracy 
of the W est today,’ he te lls  us, 
‘is the fo re runner of M arxism  
w tric ir—would be inconceivable - 
w ith o u t i t , ” ’

(3 )  . “ I t  fo llow s at once tha t 
every democrat and socia list must 
be an irreconcilab le  opponent of 
Nazism . . . Insofar, then, as Naz
ism  wages w ar against the ex is t
in g  democracies, i t  is  an elemen
ta ry  du ty of socialists not. m erely 
to jo in  the figh t against i t  but to 
lead in  tha t figh t . . .  I t  may be 
true  th a t the most effective s trug
gle against Nazism can be con
ducted on ly  by a socia list o r labor 
government. B u t th a t is no rea
son fo r lagg ing in  support 
of any governm ent w h ich is 
genuine ly fig h tin g  Nazism. I t  is 
foo lish when we cannot have the 
best to choose the w orst.”

I t  is  d iff ic u lt  to believe tha t 
Hook cannot be aware of the gap
in g  flaw s in  his logic:

(1 )  . I f  h is  “ fun c tiona l”  de fin i
tion  of p roperty were true, B r ita in  
lik e  Germany is no longer cap ita l
is t. B r it is h  finance cap ita lis ts  to
day take th e ir  orders from  the 
governm ent as much as German 
finance cap ita lis ts  take th e ir  o r
ders from  the H it le r  government. 
In  both cases th is  apparent con
tra d ic tio n  o f the supremacy of 
p riva te  property under capita lism  
arises "from the same cause; the 
desperation of the cap ita lis t class. 
The desperation was evidenced 
ea rlie r in  Germany: a defeated 
cap ita lis t class w h ich had to ex
pand o r die and therefore accepted 
fascist cen tra liza tion  fo r the task.

,In  B r ita in  im m inen t prospect 
o f defeat faces the B r it is h  capi
ta lis ts , and i t  accepts state cen
tra liza tio n  fo r the task of resis
tance. H ook’s so-called “ func
tio n a l”  de fin ition  o f property  does 
not re a lly  define form s o f prop
erty . Both Germany and B r ita in  
rem ain domains of p riva te  prop
erty.

T h is  fact is made most obvious 
by reference to France. Yester
day France was one of the “ de
mocracies” ; today i t  is a fascist 
regime, avow ing its e lf e x p lic itly  
opposed to the “ libe rty , equality, 
fra te rn ity ”  o f the French revo lu 
tion . Yet the same system of 
p rope rty  continues as before, and 
the same class continues to rule. 
There is no Chinese W a ll between 
cap ita lis t democracy and fascism: 
they are d iffe re n t form s of cap it
a lis t ru le . Hook’s elaborate d is
t in c tio n  between the tw o systems 
fa lls  to the ground.

(2 )  . I t  is true tha t Nazism is 
fundam enta lly  hostile  to the 
ideals of the French Revolution. 
B ut so is “ dem ocratic”  capitalism . 
I f  the ideals of the French Revo
lu tio n  were any factor a t a ll in  
the w ar, how exp la in  the cap itu la 

tion  of France? I t  is obvious tha t 
the French ru lin g  class could have 
abandoned continental France and 
continued the w ar from  the 
French colonies. I f  democratic 
ideals were a factor, they  would 
have done tha t. Instead, they 
pre ferred  to rem ain in  France, to 
make peace w ith  H ille r ,  adapt 
themselves to h im , tu rn  the re 
gime in to  a fascist one. Where, 
then, is the Chinese W a ll between 
fascism and democracy?

Hook's reference to the in tro 
duction of “ fanatica l na tiona lism ” 
by Napoleon exposes Hook’s false 
method. Napoleon, le t us recall, 
was the defender of the new prop
e rty  form s  o f the French Revolu
tio n : he represented progress as 
against h is feudal and semi-feudal 
enemies; he bummed away much 
oF ffie  feudal rem ains throughout 
France. Yet even w ith  Napoleon, 
Hook: is rea lly  adm itting , the love
ly  p u r ity  o f the ideals o f the 
French Revolu tion were beginning 
to fade!

Since then a cen tury and a 
quarte r have passed, in  w h ich cap
ita lism  long ago reached its  h igh 
est po in t, long ago entered its  
decline, long ago began to drag 
hum an ity  down w ith  it .  Long ago 
cap ita lism  by the logic of its  dev
elopment and its  degeneration be
came the enemy o f every ideal o f 
its  ow ii youth. The whole th in g  
is summed up in  the fact th a t the 
rem nants of democracy now exist 
on ly  in  the most wealthy, the most 
a ris to cra tic  cap ita lis t states, those 
which, by v ir tu e  of keeping hun
dreds o f m illio ns  o f peoples in 
slavery in  th e ir  colonies can there
fore s t i l l  pay the overhead of 
some dem ocratic form s in  the me
tropo lita n  centers.

I t  is a v ile  lie  th a t Hook per
petrates when he propounds the 
thesis tha t (he Am erican and B r i t 
ish empires today defend against 
H it le r  the ideals of the French 
Revolution. For every coun try  in  
w h ich H it le r  extirpa ted those 
ideals, there is another in  which 
the Am erican o r the B r it is h  ru lers 
extirpated them. Look at South 
Am erica, A fr ic a  and Asia!

HO O K U S E D  TO EXP O S E  
F A L L A C Y  OF ‘LES SER  E V IL ’

(3). Because we are enemies 
o f Nazism i t  does not a t a ll fo l
low  tha t we should jo in  the ex
is tin g  democracies in  th e ir  w a r 
against Germany. That no more 
fo llows than tha t, as socia list en
emies o f “ dem ocratic”  cap ita lism  
we should jo in  the Nazis in  th e ir  
w ar against the “ democracies.”  
Hook once knew th is  w e ll; he 
w rote at tha t tim e  able polemics 
against the S ta lin is t “ Popular 
F ro n t”  line  and against its  tw in - 
bro ther, the social-democratic 
theory  of the "lesser ev il.”  Yet 
now lie te lls  us th a t “ I t  is foolish 
when we cannot have the best to 
choose the w orst.”

V ery  w e ll, then, we should like  
to see him  apply his m ealy-m outh
ed aphorism  to France. The w o rk
ers should have supported the 
French governm ent in  its  w ar 
against. H itle r, he says. B u t such 
support— as Hook once w e ll un
derstood—means in ev ita b ly  the 
weakening of the w o rk in g  class. 
The cap ita lis t class does not cease 
its  pressure upon the workers d u r
in g  the w a r; s tr ik in g  blows at 
th e ir  unions, c u ttin g  wages, con
ducting  propaganda against w o rk 
in g  class-consciousness, etc. The 
on ly  rea l response the workers

can make is to conduct the class- 
struggle. B ut th a t means strikes, 
con flic t w ith  the government, tha t 
is, in terference w ith  the war. 
Hence i f  support o f the w a r is 
necessary, tha t means no strikes, 
no resistance of the w orkers to 
the pressure o f the bosses and the 
government.

Presumably when the govern
ment and the bosses capitulated to 
H itle r , at th a t p o in t Hook would 
have advised the workers to res
ist. to take over contro l of France 
and to continue the struggle 
against H itle r . R u t the workers 
m ig h t then have said, to th e ir  
advisor, Hook:

“ When we s t i l l  had strength, 
you to ld  us to subordinate our
selves to the democratic govern
m ent in  th e napie of,, the figh t 
against faseisnL • -We did as you 
said. As a resu lt, our organiza
tions ceased to have any power. 
Today, when we are, thanks to 
your advice, a t our lowest ebb. 
you te ll us: ‘Take power.’ W ith  
what, Professor Hook? W ith  the 
strength wh ich the cap ita lis ts 
took away from  us d u rin g  the 
course of the war? W ith  the mo
rale w h ich  oozed out o f us as a 
resu lt of the blows we endured 
w ith o u t answering by s trikes 
w h ich  would have in te rfe red  w ith  
the war? Under the leadership of 
the thousands of m ilita n ts  who 
were ja iled  d u rin g  the w ar and 
whom we could on ly  have saved 
by po litica l s trikes w h ich  would 
have in terfe red w ith  the w ar?”

HOOK O NCE K N E W  B E T T E R ; 
B U T  S O M E T H IN G  C H A N G E D

W hat answer could Hook give 
to these accusing questions? None. 
L ike  h is colleagues of the New 
Leader, he can on ly tu rn  his back 
on the French workers, Ignore 
and d is to rt the p la in  m eaning 
o f ihe lessons o f the French ex
perience, and call on the A m e ri
can workers to repeat the m is
takes of the French workers.

How can Hook be b lind  to these 
obvious facts? one m ay ask. The 
answer is th a t there are none so 
b lind  as those who w i l l  not see. 
Hook is m ere ly the la test o f tha t 
numerous stra ta  o f in te llectua ls  
who have succumbed to the pres
sure o f the “ dem ocratic”  bour
geoisie. They have succumbed be
cause they were vulnerable to 
bourgeois pressure. T h e ir mental 
capacities, indub itab le  and poten
t ia l ly  o f such enormous value to 
the w o rk ing  class, are perverted 
in  the service of the "dem ocratic”  
im peria lis ts . And perverted be
cause the alternative-—ostracism 
by “ pub lic ”  op in ion, the loss of 
com fortable jobs— was one they 
could not face.

“ I t  won’t last,”  Hook laughed, 
when he was firs t appointed cha ir
man o f the Departm ent of P h ilo 
sophy of W ashington Square Col
lege. New U n ive rs ity . “ How long 
can a revo lu tion is t hold such a 
job?”  Then la te r on there was 
a second stage, when he grinned 
and said: “ You pa rty  men w ill 
have to take the rap. but I won’t, 
I  have no p a rty  responsib ilities. 
I  can keep quiet, when the w ar 
comes.”  And now—oh happy ac
cident, oh fo rtuna te  coincidence— 
he has evolved a po litica l position 
which in  no way in te rfe res w ith  
his chairm anship. The power of 
the human m ind  is evidenced in 
the evolution of Sidney Hook. Or, 
to put i t  p la in ly , renegacy has its  
explanation.

a g ricu ltu re  and h igher education.”  
Here is the real reason fo r the 

anti-conscrip tion of th is  pack of 
preachers, w rite rs  and professors. 
I t  w i l l  d is tu rb  the norm al ways 
of doing business, in c lud in g  h ig h 
er education, the  business of the 
professional educators. Among 
the libe rties  endangered by the 
Burke-W adsworth B il l,  Norman 
Thomas’s Committee singles out 
“ free enterprise.”

L ik e  L ib e rty  Leaguers, these 
“ rugged in d iv id u a lis ts ”  fra n k ly  
prefer the old methods of cap ita lis t 
defense. “ I f  the personnel need is 
fo r h igher tra ined permanent 
forces . . .  we contend th a t (h is 
need can best be met by vo lun ta ry  
en listm ents under pay schedules 
su ffic ien tly  a ttra c tive  to induce 
the required num ber to en ro ll.”  
They pre fer a sm all professional 
arm y to huge conscrip t arm ies fo r 
precisely the same reasons tha t 
business men want a sm all bu
reaucracy a t W ashington instead 
of a swollen one. I t  is  cheaper 
and less burdensome.

We have saved the jo ke r fo r 
the last. These people state that 
they are opposed to conscrip tion 
only in  peace-time! They would 
presumably support i t  in  war. Op
position to conscrip tion d u rin g  
w a rtim e means treason ’to the 
cap ita lis t state—and th is  they 
would never be g u ilty  of.

Here the fake ry  and fu t i l i t y  of 
the bourgeois-pacifist opposition is 
exposed to fu ll view. They have 
on ly  a superfic ia l and flee ting  d if 
ference o f op in ion w ith  the m il i t 
aris ts  on th is  pa rticu la r question.

The pacifists are more danger
ous than the m ilita r is ts  whom 
they shield. The actions o f the 
war-m akers are easier to observe 
and to exp la in. B u t the pacifists 
spread the w o rs t illus ions among 
the workers, p lay upon th e ir  a n ti
w ar and an ti- im p e ria lis t senti
ments, and d iv e rt them from  the 
real strugg le against, w a r and the 
war-m akers— the struggle against 
the cap ita lis t system. In  the end, 
as in  England and in  the last. 
W orld W ar, the pacifists w ill del
ive r th e ir  fo llow ers to the m i l i t 
arists, leaving them disoriented 
and unprepared to defend themsel
ves ahd th e ir  in terest. We openly 
warn- the w orkers against the 
bourgeois-pacifist betrayers.
W E  A R E  N O T  P A C IF IS T S  

Let us make clear our own posi
tion  on th is  question. We are ab
so lu te ly opposed to the measures 
of conscrip tion w h ich the Roos
evelt regime intends to impose 
upon the Am erican people. They 
are dictated by and w ill be used, 
not to defend the leg itim a te  in 
terests o f the Am erican people, 
bu t to abuse them in the in terests 
o f Am erican im peria lism . But 
our opposition to cap ita lis t con
scrip tion  has no th ing in  common 
w ith  th a t of the bourgeois-paci
fists.

W h ile  wo are concerned w ith  
the defense o f the in terests of 
the w o rk in g  class, the bourgeois- 
pacifists are concerned w ith  de
fending cap ita lis t interests. T h is  
is demonstrated by th e ir  support 
o f a sm all professional arm y. T h is  
means of m il ita ry  defense is fa r  
more anti-dem ocratic than mass 
conscrip t arm ies. The officers 
and specia lly selected soldiers of 
the sm all professional arm ies 
have constitu ted nests of reaction 
and the m ainstay o f d ic ta to rsh ip  
in  every country, in c lud in g  the 
United States.

U n like  the pacifists we do not 
id e n tify  bourgeois conscrip tion 
w ith  un iversa l m il ita ry  tra in in g . 
Bourgeois conscrip tion is one form  
of reactionary m il ita ry  service; 
the sm all professional force is an
other. B u t there is a th ird  form  
of un ive rsa l m il ita ry  tra in in g  
th a t we advocate and support: 
the m il ita ry  tra in in g  o f the  
masses under the supervision and 
con tro l o f th e ir  own leaders and 
organizations.

In  th is  w a rr in g  w orld  no th ing  
is so fu t ile  as pacifism. The w o rk 
ers m ust be ready to defend th e ir  
homes, th e ir  lives and th e ir  jobs 
against enemies a t home or 
abroad. B u t they cannot leave 
th is  task o f self-defense to the 
bosses o r the bosses’ state any 
more than they can e n tru s t the 
defense o f th e ir  economic in te r
est to the bosses o r a company 
union.

The w o rkers  o f the  U n ited  
States should demand the r ig h t  
to  m ilita ry  tra in in g  under th e ir  
own auspices. They should 
have th e ir  own tra in in g  camps. 
W orke r’s P la ttsburghs, where 
they could go and learn the 
m il ita ry  a rts  and sciences. 
They should organize th e ir  own 
U n ion Guards to  defend tthem - 
selves aga inst a ttacks  fro m  
Fascist and reactionary  q u a rt
ers. T h is  is a m a tte r o f li fe  
and death fo r  the  trade-un ions 
a n d  f o r  every A m erican  
w orker.

B y A L B E R T  G O LD M A N

W hen the Supreme Soviet o f the U.S.S.R., a t 
its  nex t m eeting, w i l l  g ra n t the pe titions  o f the  
P arliam ents  o f L ith ua n ia , L a tv ia  and E ston ia  to  
be incorporated in to  the Soviet U n ion  (and no 
doubt exists b u t th a t i t  w i l l) ,  i t  w i l l  once more 
be evidence o f the fa c t th a t the foundations o f 
the October Revolu tion are s t i l l  opera tive  in  sp ite  
o f S ta lin . The basic achievem ent o f the October 
Revolu tion , the na tion a liza tio n  o f p r iva te  p ro p 
e r ty  in  the means o f production, is  extended to 
o ther te rr ito r ie s  and no class-conscious w o rke r 
can ra ise any ob jection to  th a t.

The S ovie tiza tion  o f the B a ltic  states rem inds 
us o f the con troversy th a t raged in ou r p a r ty  
before the m in o rity , u n w illin g  to  rem ain a m in 
o r i ty  and cocksure o f the correctness o f its  fa n 
ta s tic  theories, decided to  set up a l i t t le  shop 
o f its  own.

W hen S ta lin  f irs t  sent the Red A rm y  in to  the 
B a ltic  states and lim ite d  h im se lf to  s ta tio n in g  
soldiers a t im p o rta n t bases, the  m in o r ity  glee
fu l ly  pointed ou t th a t S ta lin  was leav ing  capi
ta l is t  re la tions  in  those states in ta c t. W h ich  
would prove, according to  the leaders o f the 
m in o r ity , th a t S ta lin  was n o t in te rested in  de
s tro y in g  cap ita lism , a position  w h ich  we never 
contradicted.

W ha t the  leaders o f the  m in o r ity  fa ile d  to  
see was th a t once S ta lin  fo r  any reason w h a t
ever acquires con tro l over, te r r ito ry  where capi
ta l is t  p ro p e rty  re la tions  exist, the tendency m ust 
be fo r  h im  to  incorporate such te r r ito ry  in to  the  
Soviet U n ion and, upon incorpora tion , c a p ita lis t 
p ro p e rty  re la tio ns  m ust be destroyed and d is
placed by na tiona lized p ro pe rty .

S ta lin  is n o t in terested in extending the  social 
revo lu tion . He is in te rested  p r im a r ily  in  the  ra le  
o f the  bureaucracy w h ich he represents. B u t 
since S ta lin  heads a sta te  based on nationalized 
p ro p e rty  any te r r ito r y  acquired by th a t state 
cannot be lo f t  under c a p ita lis t p ro p e rty  re la tions.

The ru l in g  clique in  the Soviet U n ion  cannot 
a ffo rd  to  d iv ide  its  power w ith  an alien ru lin g  
class.

Should S ta lin  p e rm it cap ita lism  to  fun c tio n  
in  any te r r ito r y  th a t had become p a rt o f the  
Soviet U n ion  i t  would mean th a t he was ac tu a lly  
determ ined to  b r in g  cap ita lism  back to  the 
Soviet U n ion.

*  *  #

‘ Theory’ o f ‘Soviet Imperialism ’

H ow  grotesque and senseless the “ the o ry ”  o f 
S ov ie t im p e ria lism  m ust appear to  any one who 
th in ks  in M a rx is t term s. E v e ry  piece o f te r r ito ry  
in to  -which S ta lin  sent his arm ed forces and 
w h ich  has been incorporated in to  the Soviet 
U n ion has been wrested from  im peria lism , the  
on ly  k ind  o f  im p e ria lism  th a t  M a rx is ts  know  o f 
as e x is tin g  a t the present tim e , the  expansion ist 
po licy  o f finance cap ita lism .

The resources o f L a tv ia , E ston ia  and L ith u a 
nia  are no longer open to  im p e ria lis t exp lo ita tion  
unless the y  are taken aw ay fro m  the Soviet 
U n ion .

*  *  *

A nd superfic ia l w iseacres w i l l  s t i l l  contend 
th a t there is no d iffe rence  between the Soviet 
U n ion and Nazi Germ any! B u t these people have 
never ye t expla ined w hy i t  is  th a t H it le r  has 
never called the Reichstag to  p roc la im  the na
tio n a liza tio n  o f land, banking and in d u s try  in  
any conquered te r r ito ry .

In d iv id u a l cap ita lis ts , especially Jew ish cap i
ta lis ts , ru n  aw ay fro m  H it le r ’s ru le . The cap i
ta lis t  class as such is exp rop ria ted  under S ta lin ’S' 
ru le .

*  >» *
W e do no t lik e  bureaucratic  socia liza tion  o f  

in du s try . We would much ra th e r  p re fe r socia liza
tio n  o f in d u s try  com ing as a re su lt o f a socia f 
re vo lu tion  tha n  as a re s u lt o f  the conquest o f 
te r r ito r y  by the Rod A rm y  under S ta lin . A nd  i t  
is obvious th a t S ta lin ’s bu reaucra tic  m ethod cant 
o n ly  conquer sm all countries.

B u t as aga ins t cap ita lism  even bu reaucra tic  
socia lization is a step fo rw a rd  and we sha ll supr 
p o r t i t  as aga inst a ll people who fo r  any p re
te x t w hatever w i l l  defend cap ita lism .

*  *  *

Baltic Masses None Too Pleased
T h a t the w o rk in g  masses o f the B a ltic  coun

tr ie s  are as enthusiastic about th e ir  incorpora tion  
in to  the Soviet U n ion  as the S ta lin is t press 
would w a n t us to- believe can be seriously  doubt
ed. They live  too close to  the S oviet U n ion and 
the y  the re fo re  know  too much about rea l condi
tions the re  to  be enthusiastic about the  happy 
li fe  prom ised them  under the leadership o f  the 
K re m lin  despot.

B u t the lo t  o f the  w o rkers  and peasants o f  
La tv ia , L ith u a n ia  and E s ton ia  under cap ita lism  
has been a m iserable one a t best. P robab ly  hun
dreds o f thousands o f them  cannot p ic tu re  any
th in g  worse than w h a t they  have experienced.

The class-conscious w orkers  o f the  B a ltic  
countries, however, understand th a t  cap ita lism  
th rou gh ou t the w o rld  m ust be destroyed, th a t i t  
o ffe rs  no th ing  b u t fascism and war. These w o rk 
ers w i l l  suppo rt the na tiona liza tion  o f in d u s try . 
A nd toge ther w ith  th e ir  class bro thers  in  the 
Soviet U n ion th e y  w i l l  continue the  s trugg le  
aga inst the S ta lin is t bureaucracy.

The co rru p tio n  o f S ta lin ism  m ust be destroyed 
in  o rder to  make the Soviet U n ion  the power
f u l ly  a ttra c tiv e  fo rce  th a t i t  should be fo r  the 
masses th rou gh ou t the w orld .

i i  "LABOR WITH A WHITE SKIN
H rrS i CANNOT EMANCIPATE ITSELF
R I ho WHERE LABOR WITH A BLACK 

J. l i t ?  SKIN IS BRANDED" — KARL 
MARX

Negro Struggle
^ = =by Robert L. Birchman -----
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Fight with the Socialist Workers 
Party for:

1. A JOB AND A DECENT LIVING FOR EVERT 
WORKER.

2. OPEN THE IDLE FACTORIES — OPERATE 
THEM UNDER WORKERS’ CONTROL.

3. A TWENTY - BILLION DOLLAR FEDERAL 
PUBLIC WORKS AND HOUSING PROGRAM.

4. THIRTY - THIRTY—$30 - WEEKLY MINIMUM 
WAGE—30-HOUR WEEKLY MAXIMUM FOR 
ALL WORKERS ON ALL JOBS.

6. $30 WEEKLY OLD-AGE AND DISABILITY
PENSION.

6. EXPROPRIATE THE SIXTY FAMILIES.
7. ALL WAR FUNDS TO THE UNEMPLOYED.
8. A PEOPLE’S REFERENDUM ON ANY AND 

ALL WARS.
9. NO SECRET DIPLOMACY.

10. AN INDEPENDENT LABOR PARTY.
11. WORKERS’ DEFENSE GUARDS AGAINST 

VIGILANTE AND FASCIST ATTACKS.
12. FULL SOCIAL POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC 

EQUALITY FOR THE NEGRO PEOPLE.

That ' A n ti-W ar'  Plank
Promises in the platforms of the Republican 

or Democratic Parties are not made to be observed. 
They are inserted for the purpose of capturing 
votes before elections and are ignored or entirely 
forgotten after elections. It is, therefore, the rule 
that no exceedingly great care is taken in the for
mulation of those promises.

Roosevelt and his coterie of New Dealers, how
ever, tend to follow the rule that it is best to be 
careful in the wording of their promises. A promise 
■ not to involve the United States in war is absq- 
Tuttely essential in order to got tjie support of large 
numbers of workers who are definitely opposed to 
the participation o f this country in the European 
war. Their opposition is not necessarily based on 
a thorough understanding of the nature of the war 
now raging in Europe, or of the role that the 
United States would play in such a war. It is based 
on hatred and fear of suffering and death, per
fectly legitimate feelings in the masses who are 
compelled to die for a cause that they feel is not 
their’s.

I t  is interesting to| observe how careful Roose
velt and his supporters have been to formulate 
their policy with reference Ito a possible entry of 
the United States into the war, or to a possible 
shipment o f American troops to participate in the 
fighting across the Atlantic.

Last week we commented on the carefully 
phrased sentence by which Roosevelt wanted to 
impress everybody with the belief that he would 
under no circumstances send an army to Europe. 
His promise was contained in the following sen
tence: “ We w ill not send men to take part in Eu
ropean War.’’ As we showed in our editorial last 
week, this sentence, does not at all constitute a 
promise not to send armed forces to Europe.

Evidently the ambiguity of the sentence struck 
many people besides ourselves. Suspicion was 
aroused at the phrase and “ isolationist”  dema
gogues of Senator Wheeler’s type took advantage 
o f the ambiguity of the phraseology to demand 
that a more specific promise be inserted in the 
platform of the Democratic Party. In view of the 
attempt of the Republican Party to characterize 
the Democratic Party as a war party the politicians 
of the Democratic Party saw a chance to turn the 
tables on the Republicans. They would insert a 
statement in their platform which would not only 
satisfy the “ isolationists” but confound the Re
publicans.

Thereupon the Democrats inserted the follow
ing in their platform : “ We w ill not participate in 
foreign wars and w ill not send our grmy, navy or 
air forces to fight in foreign lands outside o f the 
Americas except in case of an attack."

That sounds explicit enough, does it  not? But 
please note the phrase “ except in case of attack.”

Now all good people know that the American 
capitalists have never attacked anybody and never 
intend to attack anybody. A ll good people know 
that the American capitalists and other capitalists 
never wage an offensive war, only a defensive war. 
No capitalists ever do any attacking. In view of 
that we can rest assured that whenever Roosevelt 
or his successor w ill deem it  advisable to send 
armed forces to Europe it  w ill be done because 
Germany attacked the United States, not because 
American capitalism has decided to attempt to de
stroy its imperialist rival before it got too power
ful. That w ill be the story as the American capi
talists w ill tell it.

Conclusive evidence that our interpretation of 
the foreign policy section of the Democratic plat

form is correct can be found in the fact that Henry 
L. Hopkins, personal representative of the pre
sident to the Democratic convention was able to 
make the following comment on that section of 
the platform : “ There is nothing in the foreign 
policy plank which changes by one jo t or tittle  the 
foreign policy of the president and the secretary 
of state. I refer not only to the present policy but 
future policy.”

In addition, the president himself found it  ne
cessary to state in his acceptance speech that he 
intends to follow t l | t  same policy that he followed 
before the convention.

That Senator Wheeler and his “ isolationist”  
brethren were satisfied with the plank in the plat
form does not mean therefore, that the plank con
tains any important change from the previous 
policy. It simply means that the “ isolationists”  and 
pacifists are ready to support the war machine of 
Roosevelt on condition only that he accept their 
phrasing. The class conscious American worker 
w ill take i t  for granted that American capitalism 
either under Roosevelt or under W illk ie is prepar
ing for war against H itle r’s Germany i f  the British 
Empire should succumb to H itle r’s attack. They 
take it  for granted that war is inevitable unless 
the American workers can stop it by their own 
action.

Profitable Patriotism
An editorial entitled “ The Chance of a L ife

time” , in the July 6 Business Week, takes this 
month’s prize for plain, unadulterated, fancy and 
all other kinds o f sheer gall. It demands nothing 
less than that all corporations working on “ nation
al defense”  orders for the government shall, for 
their patriotic services, in addition to payments 
for their orders, be paid TW IC E  the amount of 
capital these patriots have put up.

The government i$ already making arrange
ments to pay back to the corporations the fu ll 
amount of the capital they invest. This is being 
done by allowing the corporations, in making an
nual tax returns, to charge o ff as a special depre
ciation allowance TW E N TY  PER CENT of the 
capital cost of all plant expansion. In other words, 
in five years, the corporations w ill have received 
in tax exemptions the fu ll amount of the capital 
they have invested. They’ll have the plants at the 
end of that time for nothing, paid for by the gov
ernment.

But that’s being paid only once for their pat
riotism. That’s not enough, says Business Week. 
“ By itself, a special depreciation tax allowance is 
insufficient reason for going ahead with construc
tion of a plant to make munitions.”  (Incidentally, 
notice that cold-blooded tone; we always thought 
they wanted to make munitions because they were 
patriots.) Business Week therefore demands— not 
as a substitute fo r special depreciation tax allow
ances but in  addition to those allowances— a sys
tem of “ charging this rapid depreciation or ob
solescence into the cost o f the goods they produce 
for the government. Here again,”  Business Week 
continues, "the President can work wonders for 
new investment in plant and equipment by mak
ing it possible for the Arm y and Navy to include 

in the price they pay for their needs a prorated 
share of the cost of new construction.”

That system would certainly, work wonders. 
Put up a m illion dollars for a plant. Get "normal”  
profits on government orders. In addition charge 
o ff the cost of the entire plant from your tax re
turns in five years. In addition add to the regular 
profits on your b ill to the government the cost of 
the entire plant once again. “ I t ’s the chance of a 
lifetime for a President” , concludes Business Week. 
I t  certainly is!

Third Term Tripe
The Republicans were singularly unfortunate 

in the way their "anti-th ird  term revolt”  got under 
way. The lame duck Senator from Nebraska, 
Burke, with whose name is associated the peace
time compulsory conscription b ill now before Con
gress, with whose name is associated the most re
actionary attacks in the Senate against the labor 
movement, and who w ill never live down his warm 
praise of H itler upon returning from Germany in 
1938— that was scarcely the right man to make the 
first bolt from the Democratic party on the ground 
that the third term leads to dictatorship.

The third term issue is tripe. A th ird term for 
the president of the United States is no more hein
ous than a th ird term for the president of the U.S. 
Steel. No sensible worker, for example, ever votes 
against a candidate for president of his union be
cause the man has already served two terms, i f  
his union leaders are carrying out a progressive 
program he w ill continue them in leadership as 
long as they w ill serve.

The case against Roosevelt is his reactionary 
program. Those who are opposing him on the third 
term issue can scarcely claim to represent a less 
reactionary program. It is the story of Tweedle
dum and Tweedledce.

Precisely because there are no basic differences 
between the contending Democratic and Republi
can programs, they must fight each other for con
trol of the pork barrel on such cooked-up issues 
as the third term. Roosevelt’s "answer”  to the 
third term issue, that he personally is indispensa
ble, is just as fraudulent as the issue he opposes.

Had the trade union leaders of the CIO and 
AFL done their elementary duty and launched a 
Labor Party against both capitalist parties, that 
party would not have needed to spend a moment 
on the third term issue. There would have Been a 
clear issue: capitalist parties versus a party of the 
workers’ organizations.

R egard ing the question o f the w a r and the 
USSR w h ich has been discussed in  our In te rn a 
tio n a l and p a r tic u la r ly  in  the A m erican  section, 
the Com m unist League o f China, fo llo w in g  its  
own discussion and a ca re fu l s tudy o f the con
tro ve rs ia l documents received fro m  other sec
tions, places on record the fo llo w in g  position 
and opin ions:

1. T H E  Q U E S T IO N  OF T H E  W A R : W e con
sider th a t the thesis “ W a r and the F o u rth  In te r 
na tiona l”  adopted by the In te rn a tio n a l Secretar
ia t  in  1934 rem ains correct in  p rinc ip le . The ac
tu a l development o f the present w a r confirm s, 
in its  fundam enta l course, the analyses and p re 
dictions made in  th a t document. C e rta in  events, 
such as the actua l g roupm ent o f the w a rr in g  
camps (e. g. S ta lin ’s a lliance w ith  the  German 
im p e ria lis ts ) were no t predicted, bu t th is  does 
no t in  any w ay inva lida te  the  p rinc ip led  posi
t io n  p u t fo rw a rd  in  the  thesis.

The character o f the  second w o rld  w a r, as 
co rre c tly  defined by our thesis and o ther im p o rt
an t documents d u rin g  the past ten years, is  a 
w a r o f r iv a l im p e ria lis t powers, th a t is, a w a r 
fo r  the red iv is ion  o f the w o rld  in  accordance w ith  
the new corre la tion  o f forces among the im per
ia lis ts . B u t here i t  is  essential to  keep in  m ind 
the p o in t th a t the USSR, occupying one-sixth  o f 
the ea rth ’s surface, is among the objects to  be 
divided. I t  is one o f  the  m ain objects.

The antagonism  between the USSR and the 
im p e ria lis t powers, w h ich in  the class and so
c io log ica l sense is the m ost fundam enta l in  the 
contem porary w orld , has been m odified to  some 
ex te n t by the degeneration o f the USSR under 
the S ta lin  reg im e, and a t the present tim e  is 
overshadowed by the m ig h ty  c o n flic t between 
the im p e ria lis ts  themselves. B u t i t  w ould be a 
c r im in a l m istake to  conclude fro m  th is  th a t im 
p e ria lis t m il ita ry  in te rven tion  aga inst the USSR 
has been removed fro m  the o rder o f the  day. In  
ou r op in ion the in te r-re la tion sh ip  between the 
im p e ria lis t w a r and the com ing an ti-S ov ie t w ar, 
as fo rm u la ted  in Section 2 o f the  thesis ( “ USSR 
and the Im p e ria lis t W a r” ), continues to  corres
pond w ith  re a lity . A  sta tem ent by the M in o r ity  
section o f the A m erican p a rty , a t t r ib u t in g  to 
Comrade T ro ts k y  the assertion th a t “ the present 
w a r is an an ti-S ov ie t w a r” , is a gross u n tru th . 
Nowhere can wej find any such sta tem ent in  the 
recent w r it in g s  o f Comrade T ro tsky .

For Defense o f the USSR
2. T H E  Q U E S T IO N  OF T H E  USSR: I t  is 

tru e  th a t the  w a r requires us to  pay the closest 
a tten tion  to  every change occu rring  w ith in  the 
USSR, so th a t  we -»pay check ou r po licy  fro m  
tim e  to  tim e. B u t uj> to  now, in  the  op in ion o f 
the Chinese Section^ no change has taken place 
o f such significance as to  w a rra n t a m odifica tion 
o f our po licy  o f unconditiona l defense o f the 
USSR. In  support o f th is  contention, we advance 
the fo llo w in g  reasons:

(a ) There is no fundam enta l d iffe rence  bet
ween the S ta lin -H itle r, a lliance o f today and the 
S ta lin -L ava l pact o f yesterday. S ta lin ’s invasion 
o f sm all states on the western border o f the 
USSR is m otiva ted b y  the same consideration 
w h ich  yesterday im pelled h im  to  re linqu ish  old 
te rr ito r ie s  in  the F a r E ast (Chinese E astern 
R a ilw ay, A m u r R ive r Is lan ds )— nam ely to  avoid 
a m a jo r war.

(b ) F rom  the sudden adoption by  S ta lin  o f 
the methods o f m il ita ry  aggression, the M in o r ity  
o f the Am erican section concludes th a t Soviet 
ex te rna l po licy  is now one o f “ bureaucra tic  ex
pansionism ”  o r im peria lism  and th a t Soviet eco
nom y has fa llen  in to  a dilem m a w h ich poses the 
a lte rn a tive ; “ Expand o r D ie !”  F o r th is  reason, 
the M in o r ity  has abandoned the po licy  o f un
cond itiona l defense o f the USSR. In  our op in ion 
th e ir  observations are u t te r ly  erroneous and su
perfic ia l. The mere fa c t th a t S ta lin  has leap t 
fro m  h is fo rm u la , “ W e don’t  w an t an inch o f 
others’ te r r ito ry ,”  to  a po licy  o f m il ita ry  seiz
ures, does no t w a rra n t a change in  ou r a tt itu d e  
tow ard  the USSR. A s fo rm e rly  we refused to  
see in  S ta lin ’s po licy  o f conservative preserva
t io n  o f the sta tus quo the tr iu m p h  o f socialism  
in  a s ing le  coun try , so now w a  refuse to  regard  
Soviet m il ita ry  seizures as evidence o f a new 
po licy  o f “ bureaucratic expansionism .”  B oth  
pu re ly  defensive wars and “ wars o f aggression”  
are ju r id ic a l and m ora l categories o f the bour
geoisie. They cannot replace the sociological and 
p o lit ic a l de fin itions o f the Soviet state.

The m ere fa c t o f “ aggression”  does n o t su f
fice to  prove th a t the USSR has an economic 
need fo r  expansion. W ould i t  be correct to  say 
th a t the Soviet a ttacks on Poland and G eorgia 
in  1920, the inclusion o f O uter M ongo lia  in  the 
sphere o f in fluence o f the USSR in  1923, and 
the decision to hold the Chinese E astern R a ilw ay 
in  1924 were expressions o f an economic neces
s ity  to  “ expand o r d ie? ”  O r on the con tra ry : Can 
we say t th a t  S ta lin ’s po licy  coincided w ith  the 
p rinc ip les o f “ socialism  in  one cou n try ”  when he 
sold the Chinese E aste rn  R a ilw ay  in  1933 and 
abandoned the A m u r R ive r islands to  Japan some 
tim e  la te r?

Changes in  fo rm , when they  surpass a cer
ta in  degree, mean also a change in content. 
Q ua n tity  passes in to  q u a lity . B u t the la te s t 
changes in the  fo rm  o f K re m lin  po licy— fro m  
one o f concessions to one o f aggressions— have 
no t changed the character o f the Soviet State. 
N a tiona lized p ro p e rty  s t i l l  rem ains. A ltho ug h  
te r r ib ly  exp lo ited and d is to rted  !by the bureau
cracy, th is  g re a t ga in  o f the October R evolution 
can be regenerated and become a m ig h ty  fo rtress  
o f w o rld  socialism . R evo lu tionary  m ilita n ts  o f 
the IV  In te rn a tio n a l are the re fo re  s t i l l  bound to 
g ive  unconditiona l defense to  the  USSR.

Cite Chinese Experience
3. T H E  S O V IE T -F IN N IS H  W A R : F o r the 

reasons g iven above we took the position o f de
fense o f the USSR in  the S ovie t-F inn ish  w ar.

J u s t as we are uncom prom ising opponents o f 
S ta lin ’s en tire  reac tionary  po licy, so we did  no t 
support the invasion o f F in land, w h ich  was p a rt 
and parce l o f th a t po licy. B u t we are active re 
vo lu tion is ts  and i t  was the re fo re  no t su ffic ien t 
to  condemn the invasion o f F in land . When the 
Red A rm y , dom inated by S ta lin ’s reactionary  
po licy , becomes involved in  a w a r w ith  a bour
geois state, we can no longer confine ourselves 
to  c r it ic is m  and condemnation. W e then have to 
we igh the question w h ich  is the m ost favorable 
outcome fo r  the w orkers ’ sta te  and the whole 
revo lu tiona ry  movem ent: D e fea t o r v ic to ry  fo r  
the Red A rm y ?  There is b u t one answer fo r  a 
revo lu tio n is t. W e m ust become rea l defenders 
o f the USSR and place ourselves in  the same 
camp w ith  the Red A rm y .

I t  is necessary in  m any cases to  d is tingu ish  
between p o lit ic a l confidence and support and m i
l i ta r y  action. In  China we f ig h t side by side w ith  
the arm ies o f Chiang K a i-shek and the S ta lin 
is ts  aga inst the Japanese im p e ria lis ts , b u t we 
have never; extended an ounce o f support to  the 
K uom in tang  o r the Chinese Com m unist P a rty , 
whose policies we have never ceased critic iz ing . 
The m istake o f the Am erican M in o r ity , i t  seems 
to  us, lies in  th e ir  re fusa l to  d is tingu ish  bet
ween p o lit ic a l confidence and m il ita ry  support.

Question o f Progressive Wars
4. E C O NO M IC  SYSTEM S A N D  T H E  N A 

T U R E  OF W A R S : The na ture  o f a w a r between 
tw o  states is m a in ly  determ ined by the  economic 
and social systems w hich p re va il in  the b e llig e r
en t countries. T h is  does no t mean th a t one should 
un ite  a ll h istorica l-econom ic systems in  a single 
schema, and then establish w h ich are progressive 
and w h ich  reac tiona ry  according to  th e ir  place 
in  the h is to rica l sequence. In  the present epoch 
the re  are on ly  tw o  an tagon is tic  economic sys
tem s: d y in g  cap ita lism  and the em bryo o f so
c ia lism  (U S S R ). So fa r  as there are backward 
economic systems found in  i ce rta in  countries, 
none o f them  p lay  any independent ro le. I f  a 
cou n try  w ith  such a backward system conducts 
a w a r, the na ture  o f the w a r m ust be determ ined 
by the ob ject i t  f igh ts  against. I f  the w a r is 
d irected aga inst an im p e ria lis t power, then i t  is 
progressive (e. g., China aga inst Japan, Abyss
in ia  aga inst I ta ly ,  Ind ia  aga inst B r ita in ) ,  fo r  i t  
w il l,  i f  successful, c lear the road fo r  develop
m en t o f the productive  forces in  the  backward 
cou n try  its e lf, and w ill,  w hethe r successful o r 
not, weaken im peria lism . On the con tra ry , a w a r 
by a backw ard coun try  aga inst a land w h ich  has 
abolished p riva te  p ro p e rty  is w h o lly  reactionary  
(e. g., China’s w a r aga inst the  USSR in  1929), 
fo r  the backward cou n try  acts as a too l o f im 
pe ria lism . On th is  whole question the M in o r ity  
have gone w rong  because o f th e ir  schematism 
and mechanical th in k in g .

Anti-Soviet M inority Aids Imperialists
5 7 ON T H E  Q U E S T IO N  OF T H E  T H IR D  

C A M P : We are advocates o f the bu ild in g  o f the 
“ T h ird  Camp”  on ly  in  th is  sense: th a t we take 
a de fea tis t position w ith  regard  to  both the “ de
m ocra tic”  and fasc is t im p e ria lis t camps in  the 
present war. B u t we w i l l  never consider ou r
selves in  a th ird  camp w ith  regard  to  the an ta
gonism and com ing w a r between the USSR and 
the im peria lis ts . The conception o f the “ T h ird  
Cam p”  advanced by the M in o r ity  in  A m erica 
identifies the USSR w ith  the S ta lin is t bureau
cracy and N a z i im peria lism  w ith  the Soviet re 
gim e. T h is  sham eful confusion o f th in gs  th a t 
should no t be confused can on ly  render service 
to  the w a r camp o f the “ dem ocratic”  im peria lis ts .

The F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a lis ts  cannot take a 
de fea tis t position w ith  regard  to  the USSR to 
day, when H it le r  is in  a lliance w ith  S ta lin , nor 
tom orro w  when S ta lin  m ay a lly  h im se lf w ith  
the B r it is h  and French im p e ria lis ts  to  f ig h t H i t 
le r. The M in o r ity  position, carried  to  its  log ica l 
conclusion, means th a t no defense o f the USSR 
is possible unless and u n t il the USSR is com
p le te ly  isolated, w ith o u t any im p e ria lis t allies, 
and fa lls  v ic tim  to  aggression. No more r id ic u l
ous position could be im agined fo r  one ca lling  
h im se lf a M a rx is t revo lu tion is t.

6. ON T H E  O R G A N IZ A T IO N  OF T H E  I N 
T E R N A T IO N A L : H a v ing  read a ll the documents 
o f both fac tions o f the  SW P and having heard a 
verba l re p o rt by Comrade S (a  v is it in g  member 
o f the M in o r ity ) ,  the Com m unist League o f 
China has concluded th a t the discussion which 
preceded the SWP convention, and the discussion 
in  the convention itse lf, were conducted in  fu l l  
keeping w ith  the p rinc ip les  o f p a r ty  democracy. 
C om pla in ts o f “ bureaucratic m ethods”  advanced 
by the M in o r ity  seem to us qu ite  in su ffic ie n t to 
ju s t i fy  the action o f the M in o r ity  in  s p lit t in g  
the p a rty . •

In  v iew  o f the e x tra o rd in a ry  circumstances 
b ro ug h t about by the w a r and the s p lit, we en
dorse the proposal o f the A m erican , Canadian, 
and M exican sections fo r  the convocation o f a 
Pan-Am erican Conference, tv ith  representation 
fro m  other sections i f  possible, in  order to  elect 
a new executive body fo r  the F o u rth  In te rn a 
tion a l. W ith  the  hope th a t the lo ya l elements o f 
the M in o r ity  m ay be won back, we also propose 
th a t the M in o r ity  be in v ite d  to  send delegates 
to  the conference

C O M M U N IS T  L E A G U E  O F C H IN A
(Section o f the  IV  In te rn a tio n a l)
By (s igned) S. S. P.

Shanghai, June 10, 1940.

Yes, the French 
Popular Front 
Was Responsible

B y A L B E R T  G O LD M A N
In  a tte m p tin g  to exp la in  the m iserable debacle o f 

the French a rm y the reac tiona ry  press in  A m erica  
po in ts  to  the  Peoples F ro n t reg im e under B lum  as 
the  fa c to r  m a in ly  responsible. O ver and over aga in  
the ed ito ria ls  o f th a t press a tte m p t to  show th a t the 
decrease o f p roduction d u rin g  the period o f the B lum  
reg im e placed France a t a trem endous disadvantage 
in  com parison w ith  Germ any as fa r  as the  production 
o f arm am ents is concerned.

The increase in  wages and the reduction in  the 
num,ber o f hours o f w o rk  under the Peoples F ro n t, 
are, according to  the c a p ita lis t press, the m ain  fac to rs  
th a t led to  the de feat o f the ¡FrencB arm y.

N a tu ra lly  the cap ita lis ts  and th e ir  apologists have 
a de fin ite  purpose in  m ind in  th e ir  insistence th a t 
re sp o n s ib ility  fo r  the de feat o f F rance be placed a t 
the door o f the Peoples F ro n t reg im e. I f  the social 
ga ins acquired by  the  French w orkers  d u rin g  th a t 
reg im e are responsible fo r  the defeat, then i t  fo llow s 
th a t the Am erican w orkers should be w illin g  in  th is  
m om ent o f danger to  A m erican cap ita lism  to  sur
render w hatever social gains they have made recently .

The W agner A ct, the  W ages and H ours Law , the 
W alsh -H ea ly  act m ust be w iped o f f  the s ta tu te  books 
o r a t least m odified to  an ex te n t th a t the y  w i l l  no t 
in te rfe re  w ith  na tiona l defense. H ig h e r wages and 
sho rte r hours w i l l  lead the w o rk in g  class r ig h t  in to  
the clutches o f H itle r . So runs the re fra in  o f  those 
who begrudge the s ligh te s t ga in  made by the w o rk in g  
class.

Q uite  in  keeping w ith  the p a trio tis m  o f the em
p loy in g  class there has, as yet, no t appeared any 
demand fo r  cap ita l to  sacrifice o r even to' l im it  its  
p ro fits . On the co n tra ry  the w r it in g , in to  one o f the 
acts o f Congress, o f a prov is ion fo r  the lim ita t io n  o f 
p ro fits  to- a  bare e ig h t percent was the s igna l fo r  
strenuous objections on the  ground th a t such a l im it 
a tion  would in ju re  the cause o f na tiona l defense. 
H ow ? Because i t  would take aw ay the incentive fo r  
the owners o f in d u s try  to' produce the m axim um  pos
sible.

B u t w h y  should a reduction in  wages no t take 
aw ay the incentive o f the w orkers  to produce ? T h a t’s 
d iffe re n t. The w o rke rs ’ incentive m ust be pa trio tism  
and i f  th a t is no t su ffic ien t, hunger is also an incen
tiv e  and a l i t t le  (o r a lo t)  o f force can be exerted as 
an add itiona l incentive. One standard fo r  the ca p ita l
is ts  and another fo r  the w o rk in g  class is pe rfe c tly  
log ica l fo r  a governm ent rep resen ting  the  in te rests  
o f the c a p ita lis t class.

*  *  *

The Real Crime o f The Peoples Front
I t  is qu ite  tru e  th a t the P opu lar F ro n t o f  the So

c ia lis ts , Com m unists and Radical Socia lists ( ju s t 
p la in  libera ls, .representing the b ig  ca p ita lis ts ) is  res
ponsible fo r  the p lig h t  o f the F rench w orkers  a t the 
present m om ent. N o t because i t  made concessions to  
the w orkers  by  ra is in g  wages and sho rten ing hours; 
b u t because i t  acted as a brake upon the  movement 
o f the masses tow ards ta k in g  over complete power in  
France.

W hen in  1936 the French w orkers  seized the fac
to ries  i t  was as c lear as d a y lig h t th a t the social 
revo lu tion  was on the order o f the day. The w orkers 
were ready, w i ll in g  and anxious to  go ahead and 
complete the job  o f do ing aw ay w ith  the  ru le  o f the 
200 fam ilies . W ith  any k ind  o f leadership an alm ost 
bloodless revo lu tion  could have been consummated.

T h is  was no t to  be however. The S ocia lis t p a rty  
t ied  as i t  was to  the c a p ita lis t order, was u n w illin g  
and unable to  lead. The Com m unist p a r ty  tied  to  the 
fo re ig n  po licy  o f S ta lin  (who a t th a t tim e  looked to  
the dem ocratic im p e ria lis ts  fo r  sa lvation aga ins t H i t 
le r ) , could no t possib ly fu rn is h  the necessary leader
ship. A nd  both o f these pa rties  were un ited w ith  the 
Radica l Socia lists openly devoted to  the in te rests  o f  
the c a p ita lis t class. T h a t p a r ty  was led hy D a lad ie r 
who la te r took the  in it ia t iv e  in  smashing the Com
m un is t p a rty .

The cap ita lis ts  a t th a t tim e  were m ore than w i l l 
in g  to  s ign the M atignon  agreement! g ra n tin g  the  40 
hour week and a raise in  wages. They were m ore than 
w ill in g  to  lose a l i t t le  in  order to  consolidate th e ir  
forces fo r  the inev itab le  counter a ttack.

Knaves and foo ls po in ted to the “ v ic to ry ”  o f the 
w orkers as evidence th a t th e  P opu lar F rp n t could stop 
fascism .

B u t ,the counter a ttack  was no t long in  com ing. 
U nde r the leadership o f Dalad ier, the d a rlin g  o f  the 
P opu la r F ron tis ts , the gains were a ll taken away. The 
rea c tion a ry  forces became bolder and ever bolder. 
The w a r and the  defeat enabled them  to take com
plete contro l.

W h a t a d iffe re n t s to ry  we would have i f  the 
F rench w orkers had not fo llow ed the leadership o f 
the P opu lar F ro n t. A  w o rke rs ’ revo lu tion  in  France 
w ou ld  have m eant a w o rke rs ’ revo lu tion  in  Spain 
fo llow ed in e v ita b ly  by a re vo lu tio n a ry  m ovem ent o f 
the  German w orkers. The policies o f the P opu lar 
F ro n t enabled F rance to  ga in  power in  Spain and 
enabled H it le r  to  conquer France.

B oth  fro m  the p o in t o f view  o f  the cap ita lis ts  
and o f the w o rk in g  class the P opu la r F ro n t 
bears the m ain re sp on s ib ility  fo r  the  v ic to ry  
o f H itle r .  F rom  the p o in t o f v iew  o f the  cap ita lis ts  
i t  m eant the necessity o f opera ting  under the disad
vantage o f a 40 hour week as compared w ith  the s ix ty  
ho u r week o f  the German w orkers. P roduction un
doubtedly was in te rfe red  w ith  fro m  the ca p ita lis t 
p o in t o f v iew . )

The Am erican cap ita lis ts  are heeding th a t lesson. 
They w a n t to  f ig h t H it le r  w ith  h is methods.

The A m erican w orkers  m ust also learn the  lesson 
o f France. F o r us the P opu la r F ro n t is to  blame no t 
because i t  gained concessions bu t because i t  used 
those concessions as a means to stop the fu r th e r  ad
vance o f the w orkers. The P opu lar F ro n t was the 
f ir s t  step in saving cap ita lism  and the v ic to ry  o f 
fascism  was the second step.

The lesson fo r  the Am erican w orkers  is c lea r: 
Get a ll the concessions you can bu t do n o t stop there . 
Go on to  complete v ic to ry  by  organ iz ing  a workers’

1. governm ent.


