
STALIN STILL HITLER’S 
VASSAL, WRITES TROTSKY

(The fo llo w in g  sta tem ent was issued by Leon T ro tsky  
to  the U n ited  Press.)

Molotov’s latest speech confirms that the Kremlin con
tinues to be a satellite o f Berlin and Rome. The Communist 
leaders in various countries have calmed their parties with 
promises that tomorrow if  not today Moscow w ill turn 
towards the "democracies.”  Molotov’s speech belies these 
promises. Five years of “ anti-fascist”  Peoples’ Fronts are de
fin ite ly unmasked as charlatanism. Moscow’s foreign policy 
is determined by power politics and not by political principles.

Molotov, it is true, tried to cover the present Kremlin 
policy with anti-imperialist phraseology. But its falseness 
strikes one’s eyes. Molotov unmasked England’s wish to re
tain her colonies. But he kept silent about Germany’s and 
Ita ly ’s wish to take them, lie  spoke about the imperialism of 
Japan and the United States but he didn’t find a word of con
demnation for H itle r’s banditry and Mussolini's jackal poli
tics. Even more, he underlined for the first time that the Ger
man-Soviet pact assured free hands to Hitler. This unilateral 
and thoroughly sham "fight”  against imperialism only re
veals that Moscow’s politics is not independent but serves the 
interests of one imperialism against the other.

An increase in population of 23,000,000 doesn’t solve the 
problem of the security1 of the USSR. The victory of H itler- 
Mussolini over Great Britain would immediately place the 
move towards the east on the order of the day for German 
imperialism. It would at once become clear that in following 
the line of least resistance the Kremlin'oligarchy only accu
mulated difficulties and dangers.
Coyoacan, 1). F . A ug us t 2, 1940

SUP Head Fights 
Conscription B ill

SAN FRANCISCO— Faced w ith  
new reverses in  West Coast m a ri
tim e  unions, t lie  local S ta lin is ts  
last week jumped o ff the deep 
end, launch ing against H a rry  
Lundeberg a slander campaign of 
such far-fetched s tu p id ity  th a t i t  
is  m aking them the laugh ing
stock o f (lie  w a te rfro n t.

Specifically, the Voice of Hie 
Federation, organ of the S ta lin is t- 
contro lled Bridges m a c h i nc, 
charged the m ilita n t leader of the 
sa ilors w ith  hacking the Burke- 
W adsworth conscrip tion b i l l !

In  the most barefaced double- 
column libe l im aginable, the Voice 
declared th a t Lundeberg was ap
pointed to a local com m ittee to 
seek passage of the b ill,  w ith  Ro
ger Lapliam  o f the shipowners 
and head of the Am erican-Hawal- 
ian Steamship Co. as the probable 
com m ittee chairm an.

In s ta n tly  denied and rea d ily  
disproved, th is  charge serves on ly 
to spo tligh t the desperation o f the 
S ta lin is t w a te rfro n t machine. The 
case provides a matchless example 
of the depths to w h ich  these po
li t ic a l bankrupts have been driven.

Tossing to the w inds the last 
vestige o f san ity , the Voice de
clared:

“ H a rry  Lundeberg is one of the 
backers of the Burke-W adsworth 
conscrip tion b ill,  which would 
d ra ft thousands o f m a ritim e  w o rk 
ers in to  the a rm y a t wages o f 
?21 a month.

“ Lundeberg was named to a lo 
cal com m ittee to urge passage of 
the b ill a fte r a secret conference

of re tire d  a rm y men and indus
t r ia l big-shots in  W ashington, D. 
C. two weeks ago.”

Contacted a t New Orleans, 
Lundeberg im m edia te ly  denied the 
rid icu lous charge.

The m oronic slander o f the 
Voice continued:

"Lundeberg ’s appointment, to 
the com m ittee was made Ju ly  25th 
from  W ashington, D. C., where 
ho has been fo r  the past several 
weeks, ostensibly on union busi
ness.

“ Also serv ing on the local com
m ittee w ith  Lundeberg w i l l  be 
M ajor-General Leonard E. Wood 
and other a rm y and in d u s tria l 
leaders.

“ B u t the discovery tha t Roger 
Lapharrt is  being boosted fo r the 
chairm anship o f the committee 
was made on ly  a fte r a conversa
tion  w ith  Mack L ilie n th a l, local 
organiser o f the comtftTtieei TAIL 
enthal is a M ontgom ery street 
b roker w ith  offices in  the swank 
Russ bu ild in g .”

The Voice quoted L ilie n th a l's  
secretary saying: “ M r. Lundeberg 
is serv ing  on the com m ittee to 
help pass the Burkc-W adsworth 
b i ll. ”

W hen the tim e  fo r re tractions 
comes, the S ta lin is t hacks w ill 
discover a l i t t le  m istaken id e n ti
ty, w ith  the phone book fu ll of 
Lundcbergs, or some such liokus- 
pokus.

The fact of the m a tte r rem ains 
tha t these stooges bannerlined a 
“ Lundeberg Sell-Out”  w h ich did 
not and could not exist.

Behind the Lines
A Change in Hitler's Time— 

Table of Blitzkrieg
by  G EORGE S T E R N

The fa c t th a t H it le r  has de
layed the invasion o f E ngland 
has g iven rise  to  w idespread spe
cu la tion  over w hether the delay 
does no t mean an inde fin ite  post
ponement. B oth  the German and 
I ta lia n  press have in  the last few 
weeks given s trong  ind ica tions o f 
a postponem ent o r a t least have 
seem ingly tr ie d  to  encourage 
th a t  idea. T h is  m ay s im p ly  be 
th e ir  w ay  o f t r y in g  to d iso rien t 
the B r it is h  and create the k ind  o f 
confusion w h ich  has tu rned  ou t 
re a lly  to  be H it le r ’s “ secret 
weapon” .

How ever th is  m ay be, the ve ry  
fa c t  th a t the invasion did  not, 
as expected, fo llo w  r ig h t  on the 
collapse o f France, has had a 
num ber o f im p o rta n t objective 
resu lts .

F ir s t  o f a ll, the  tim e  fac to r 
lias become in fin ite ly  m ore im 
po rta n t. Had H it le r  s truck  in  
m id-June, he would have had 
tw o  and a h a lf m onths’ tim e 
before the fogs and bad w eath
er set in over the E ng lish  
Channel. T h is  tim e  has now 
been c u t by m ore than h a lf. 
Unless H it le r  has reason to  
th in k  he can do the t r ic k  in  
less than a m onth o r unless he 
believes his w a r machine can 
be in d iffe re n t to  the  com ing 
w eather change, th e  s tra teg ic  
moment, fo r  the invasion has 
seem ingly a ll b u t passed.

Secondly, i t  has given the B r i t 
ish  up to now nine add itiona l 
weeks to  prepare fo r  the blow. 
In  June th e ir  a rm y  had ju s t 
come back ree ling  fro m  F landers, 
was w ith o u t equipm ent and no 
dou fit to ta l ly  w ith o u t o rgan iza
tion . These weeks have assuredly 
p o t been enough fo r  the  B r it is h
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CONSCRIPTION DEBATE OPENS 
LABOR’S VOICE STILL UNHEARD

Our Own Kind of Military Training!

Military T ra in in g - 
Under Union Control

CIO and AFL Merely Echo 
Demagogues Like Wheeler

Proposed Alternative of "Voluntary Enlistment" Is No 
Better Than Conscription; Workers Want Neither

to close any appreciable p a r t o f 
the gap between th e ir  armed 
s treng th  and G erm any’s, bu t 
they have been enough, possibly, 
fo r  the B r it is h  to m arshal to  best 
e ffe c t such means o f defense as 
they have.

T h ird ly , the delay in  the in 
vasion has had e ffects o f prim e 
im portance in  th is  country . 
When France collapsed the ad
m in is tra tio n  in  W ashington, 
lik e  v ir tu a lly  everybody else, 
w ro te  B r ita in 1 o f f .  The plans in 
m id-June to  send planes and 
destroyers to  E ng land were 
abandoned. The governm ent 
embarked instead upon a p ro 
gram  based w h o lly  on the 
prom ise o f complete German 
v ic to ry  in Europe.

Now  the p ic tu re  has apparent
ly  changed. The chorus o f those 
dem anding re tu rn  to the destroy
er-p lane idea is sw e lling . Lead ing 
newspapers lik e  the N . Y . Tim es 
and H era ld -Tribune, and such 
figures as General Persh ing, arc 
in s is tin g  w ith  increasing volume 
th a t Am erican aid to B r ita in  now 
is feasible and should be extend
ed a t once. The fee lin g  has re 
vived th a t B r ita in  has a good 
chance to  surv ive  the summer 
and by th a t token, perhaps, to 
surv ive  the w a r its e lf  by o u t
la s ting  the Germans.

Should the N azi invasion o f 
E ngland fa i l  to eventuate th is  
sum m er the perspective o f a long 
w a r is au tom atica lly  restored. In 
th a t event, the main theater o f 
operations is ce rta in  to s h ift  to 
the M editerranean and A fr ic a  
w ith  an im p o rta n t sideshow go
ing  on in the F a r East. In  a ll 
three o f those areas no qu ick de
cision is possible.

There is today a great wave of popular op
position to the conscription b ill now being de
bated in Congress.

Despite the wishes of the manv-millioned 
opponents, however, it is easy to predict with 
certainty that they w ill be defeated, unless the 
fight against conscription takes an entirely 
different form than the one given to it by 
Senators Wheeler and Vandenburg, John L. 
Lewis and W illiam  Green.

Let us ask ourselves: Why do millions of 
workers and farmers oppose conscription? It 
is not because they are pacifists. Pacifism has 
never had a strong hold on any section of the 
masses; it is too unreal, too cowardly a doc
trine. Every worker who has been on strike 
and on the picket line knows that pacifism 
won’t work.

Nor do the workers and farmers object to 
handling a gun and learning the fundamentals 
of m ilita ry training. This country has millions 
upon millions of workers and farmers who 
own their own guns, love to shoot, want to 
learn more about it.

Nor do these men take fright at the thought 
that they might have to fight for their lives 
against other armed men. They know the kind 
of world we live in today. Many of them have 
had to risk their lives on the picket line to 
defend their jobs. These men would be w illing 
not only to learn how to handle a gun, but 
to use that gun, in defense of their rights.

So, when they oppose conscription, i t ’s be
cause they have no faith that the army they 
w ill be conscripted into is going to fight for 
the interests of the workingmen and women of 
this country. They’re not what you’d call radi
cals; but they know that Wall Street runs 
the army and navy, and that W all Street w ill 
be the beneficiary of the coming war and not 
the people.

Wheeler’s counter-proposal to conscription 
is, therefore, no better to the workers and

farmers than conscription, for either way 
they’ll end up in the army.

The genuine opponents of 
a real

conscription 
alternative to

genuine
must, therefore, find 
propose.

There is one. It is COMPULSORY M IL I
TAR Y T R A IN IN G  UNDER TH E  D IR EC T 
CONTROL OF T H E  TR AD E UNIONS. _

Not in the anti-democratic atmosphere of 
the barracks, but in the workers’ atmosphere 
of his trade union, is the place for a worker 
to undergo m ilita ry training.

A worker should learn the m ilita ry arts 
under the disciplined but comradely direction 
of fellow-unionists, and not under the orders 
of a boss-minded army officer who breathed 
in hatred of the workers as part ,of his West 
Point schooling.

Let the federal government provide the 
necessary funds, facilities and technical in
structors, but let the unions keep firm control 
of the actual m ilitary training program.

Men who have been outstanding in the 
unions as officers, shop stewards, active m ili
tants— these can be trained as officers in 
Workers’ Plaltsburgs. There are hundreds of 
thousands of such men who can be named by 
the unions.

They, in turn, can act as officers in a 
union-controlled m ilita ry  training program 
which can include every physically-able man 
in the trade unions. In addition, the unions 
can attract millions of the youth, the unem
ployed and the unorganized, who would not 
enlist in the army, but who would w illing ly 
undergo m ilita ry training under the trade 
unions.

This, then, should be Labor’s answer to 
conscription! It is a positive answer, a bold 
answer, and a practical program.

It should, it must, become the program of 
the trade union movement of this country!

Debate opens in Congress on the question o f 
conscrip tion. I t  is a great, h is to ric  moment. A m id  
the tu m u lt and the shouting, the line-ups be
come clear.

The dom inant sections o f the ru l in g  class 
w a n t conscrip tion and, accord ing ly, the parties 
o f the c a p ita lis t class, the Republicans and De
m ocrats, are obediently suppo rting  the B urke - 
W adsw orth conscrip tion  b ill.  T h a t was already 
symbolized by the b i-pa rtisa n  sponsorship o f the 
b ill by B urke (D em ocra t) and W adsw orth  (Re
pub lican ). T h a t is now underlined by the 13-3 
vote fo r  the  b il l (by the Senate M il i ta ry  A f fa ir s  
Com m ittee.

The m in o r ity  sections o f the c a p ita lis t class 
oppose the b ill. One section, fo r  whom  L in d 
bergh is speaking, do no t so much oppose the 
b il l as u t iliz e  th is  occasion to  propose a d iffe re n t 
fo re ig n  po licy. Instead o f a w a r aga inst G er
m any, fo r  con tro l o f the world , the L indbergh  
group w ants to  collabora te w ith  Germ any in 
ru lin g  the w orld . Though a re la tiv e ly  sm all group 
today, th is  one has p o w e rfu l financ ia l backing; 
ar.d a t a la te r stage o f developments m ay seek 
to  d ic ta te  the fo re ign  po licy  o f the country.

The o th e r o p m s ltiq n  g roup , represented by 
such figu res as' Senators W heeler, N o rr is  and 
Vandenburg, is a heterogeneous a f fa ir .  N o rr is  
speaks fo r  M id -w est business and the m ore pros
perous fa rm ers— the elements which, though re 
ac tiona ry  themselves, a rc  rese n tfu l o f  the W a ll 
S tree t and Eastern in te rests who are d ic ta tin g  
W ashington po licy. How  “ a n ti-w a r”  N o rr is  is, is 
shown by h is votes fo r  the arm am ent b ills  and 
fo r  sending the N a tion a l Guard in to  active ser
vice. W heeler o f M ontana, too l o f Anaconda 
copper, and Vandenburg o f M ich igan, a vicious 
a n ti- la b o r figu re, are p la y in g  a demagogic game, 
e xp lo itin g  fo r  w h a t i t ’s w o rth  the popu la r oppo
s itio n  to  conscrip tion, and prepared to  g ive  w ay 
to  conscrip tion qu ick ly  enough.

Wheeler Agrees To “ Compromise ”

T h a t is a lready evident fro m  W heeler’s an
nouncement th a t he w i l l  suppo rt Senator M a
honey's proposed “ com prom ise” : a b i l l  p ro v id ing  
fo r  a g ig a n tic  d rive  fo r  mass en lis tm ents and, 
a f te r  a certa in  date w ith in  a fe w  months, i f  the 
en lis tm ent d rive  has n o t secured the required 
number o f soldiers, the au tom atic  enactm ent in to  
law  a t th a t tim e  o f the conscrip tion system.

The Mahoney b ill is no t a compromise a t a l l;  
i t  is the conscrip tion b il l p lus a face-saving de
vice fo r  the “ opposition” . Y e t i t  has a lready been 
endorsed by p ra c tic a lly  a ll the Senators and 
Congressmen who have labelled themselves 
“ an ti-conscrip tion ” !

In  re a lity , the re fore , the en tire  ca p ita lis t class 
and its  p o litica l agents are a ll in  fa v o r o f the 
p rinc ip le  o f conscrip tion.

There is no rea l debate. There w ill be some 
speeches in Congress, b u t i t  w i l l  be a sham 
battle .

A nd where is the labo r movem ent in  th is?  I t  
appears in the p ic tu re  on ly  as an appendage to  
the W heeler-V andenburg “ opposition.”  F o r the 
CIO, John L , Lew is announces h im se lf “ in  f u l l  
agreem ent w ith  Senator W heeler on th is  th in g .”  
W illia m  Green’s s ta tem ent fo r  the A F L  wasn’t  
issued u n t il M onday o f th is  week— a l i t t le  la te  
to be ra lly in g  the A F L  m em bersh ip!— and was 
as m ilk -and -w a te ry  as i t  could be.

The A F L -C IO  statem ents o ffe r  no th in g  more 
than the W heeler-V andenburg position. N e ithe r 
o f these g re a t labor o rgan iza tions even demanded 
the r ig h t  th a t its  own spokesmen appear a t tho 
Senate com m ittee hearings on the conscrip tion  
b ill!  P resum ably Anaconda's W heeler and H e n ry  
F o rd ’s Vandenburg w ere considered to he tha  
spokesmen o f the trade unions!

T h a t reveals the cold t ru th :  Lew is and Green 
and the o ther top o ffic ia ls  o f the A F L  and CI.Q 
are ju s t  go ing th rough  the m otions o f reg is te rin g  
th e ir  opposition to conscrip tion. T h e ir opposition 
is no m ore serious than th a t o f W heeler and 
Vandenburg.

I f  the CIO  and A F L  leadership were serious 
in th e ir  opposition to  conscrip tion, they would 
be proposing a m ore firm  a lte rn a tive  to  conscrip
tion  than “ v o lu n ta ry  en lis tm ent.”  They a rc  say
in g  th a t mass en lis tm ents w i l l  provide the  num 
ber o f men required. I f  enough pressure can be 
go tten  up to push th a t m any men in to  the a rm y 
by en lis tm ent, w h a t’s the  d iffe rence  between the 
tw o  methods o f sw e lling  the a rm y  by the addi
tion  o f m illio ns  o f young w orkers?

A Real Labor A lternativel
A  rea l w o rk in g  class p rogram  would not agree 

to  c rea ting  such an a rm y. A  p rogram  w hich 
re a lly  considered the in te rests o f the labo r move
m en t w ou ld  seek a w o rk in g  class a lte rn a tive  to  
conscrip tion by the c a p ita lis t state.

There is such an a lte rna tive . I t  has no th ing  
in  common w ith  the w h in in g  pacifis ts— who are 
also c a llin g  fo r  en lis tm en t as an a lte rn a tive  to  
conscrip tion. I t  is based on a rea lis tic  under
s tand ing  o f the fa c t  th a t, in  th is  epoch o f m il i
ta rism  and w a r the w o rk in g  class m ust learn a ll 
thpre is to know about m il ita ry  science.

B u t to  m aster the m il ita ry  a rts  does not have 
to  be done under con tro l o f the ca p ita lis t s tate 
and its  reac tiona ry  a rm y  o ffice r caste. M il i ta ry  
tra in in g ?  Yes. B u t under con tro l o f the trade  
unions!

T h a t should be the basis o f the opposition ±o 
the B urke -W adsw orth  conscrip tion  Jbill and any 
o ther b i ll the c a p ita lis t pa rties  m ay o ffe r  fo r  
m il ita ry  tra in in g !

STALINISTS CRY “ALIEN” AT 
CAFETERIA LOCAL 302 MAN

Communist. P arty  “ s tra tegy" in 
the unions hit. a new low when 
the S ta lin is t frac tion  in  the Cafe
te ria  Employees Union, Local 302 
(A F L ) raised the astounding cry 
of “ a lie n " against a leading m il i 
tant, a t the general membership 
m eeting Ju ly  29.

The m eeting was about to elect 
three delegates to the State Fed
eration of Labor convention, the 
state conference of cu lin a ry  locals 
and the Union Label Trades Con
gress, a ll being held at N iagara 
Falls August 18-21.

H av ing  recently lost to the 
progressives a by-election fo r the 
presidency of the union, a fore
runner of certa in  defeat in  the 
regular elections fo r  a ll offices in 
December, the S ta lin is ts  had made 
a desperate a ttem pt to ra lly  a ll 
th e ir forces fo r the election of 
delegates. P arty  members and 
fellow travelers employed on night 
sh ifts  were instructed to take the 
day off. Despite a ll efforts, how 
ever, the declin ing S ta lin is t forces 
were in  a hopeless m in o r ity  when 
the m eeting opened.

I t  was clear th a t the “ United 
Orange T icke t”  was going to fo l

low up its  success in  electing the 
new president, W illia m  Kincheloe. 
w ith  the election of its  slate of 
delegates— L a rry  P h illips , Prog 
ressive Group Leader, Jose Garcia 
of the Spanish W orkers Club, and 
Stanley Mesevieh, younger bro ther 
of the form er president, to whom 
the Orange T icke t th rew  its  sup
port when President Kincheloe 
declined to run. The S ta lin is ts  
had nom inated two of th e ir  peo
ple and. as a th ird  delegate, had 
"c leve rly ”  named President K in - 
cheloe; but the la tte r, s ta ting  that 
he would not pe rm it the s im u l
taneous absence of a ll general o f 
fleers, w ith d re w  and thus check
mated the S ta lin is t stratagem  to 
elect th e ir  nominees upon the 
president's prestige.

W hereupon, as a la s t resort, 
S h irley  Fields, one of the S ta l
in is t leaders, took the flo o r—  
to  pro test the candidacy o f one 
o f the O range T ic k e t on the 
grounds tha t he was a non
c itize n ! P resident Kincheloe 
ruled her ou t o f order, bu t she 
insisted on ta k in g  the f lo o r to  
elaborate upon her reactionary 
theme. H er second a ttem p t was

pu t down w ith  brusque fin a lity .
Then the vote was taken and 

(he Orange slale swept through. 
For Kram berg, S ta lin is t frac tion  
leader, who was one of those run 
ning, i t  was the firs t defeat fo r 
in y  position in  the union.

A not-so-strange s id e ligh t on 
die non-citizen issue is tha t the 
object of the S ta lin is t attack, 
-incc breaking w ith  the S ta lin is ts  
'wo years ago, lias been frequent
ly  harassed by im m ig ra tio n  au- 
(horities.

P rofound ly sig-nificant of the 
healthy temper o f the union's ac
tive  m embership was its  u tte r dis
regard of the “ a lien ”  issue and 
Is election of the member in  

question.

AllTO  WORKERS! 
CONVENTION STORY 
IN NEXT ISSUE

A complete eyewitness re 
po rt and analysis o f the A uto  
W orkers U n ion convention 
which has ju s t  closed in  St, 
Louis w ill appear in  next 
week's issue o f the S O C IA L 
IS T  A P P E A L .

Don’t  m iss th is  a u th o rita 
tiv e  a rtic le  on the m ost im 
p o rta n t union in  the c o u n try !
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Jersey Okie Says Conditions 
Here Are As Bad As in the South

6-Hour Day Would Boost 
Steel Employment One-Third

RUSSIANS FIRST 
HINTED CHANGE 
OF C.P .  LINE

ED ITO R :
I wish to call a tten tion  to an 

ove rs ight in ycu r a rtic le  in the 
Ju ly  13 APPEAR on the ten ta tive 
grow ings o f the Com m unist In te r 
national toward a position of 
“ c r it ic a l”  support of Anglo-Am er
ican im peria lism . The firs t in d i
cation of the changing line was 
not A n tle r ’s speech w h ich  you 
cited, but an a rtic le  in  the organ 
of the Russian Young Communist 
League, jy h ic h  appeared two days 
before A m te r’s speech. The Rus
sian a rtic le  was summarized by 
the New Y ork Times (June 15) 
and prin ted in fu ll by the Da ily  
W orker  which, rea liz ing  its  im 
portance, gave i t  a front-page 
splurge.

I t  purported to be a le tte r w r i t 
ten by a French soldier from  the 
fron t. The “ le tte r”  signaled the 
beginning o f a sw itch to national 
defensism. “ We sons of the 
French people must defend the 
fa th e rla n d ,”  i t  s a i d .  “ T  h e 
d if f ic u lt  s trugg le  m ust be ca r
ried  on on tw o  fro n ts — against 
those who betrayed the French 
people and are now p lann ing dis
graceful cap itu la tion .”  I t  was 
on ly  a fte r he got th is  signal from 
the K re m lin  tha t A m ter made his 
speech c la im in g  tha t Soviet oc
cupation of t iic  B a ltic  was “ ob
jec tive  aid to France.”
Paterson, N . J.

P. S.

*  *  *

O ur correspondent is r ig h t. 
I t  was an overs ight on our pa rt 
n o t to  have noticed tha t the 
Moscow dispatch preceded the 
f irs t  h in t o f a new line in  the 
D A IL Y  W O R K E R . In  general, 
i t  may be said th a t over long 
periods o f tim e  the S ta lin is t 
leadership in  the U n ited Stales 
and elsewhere knows as l i t t le  
about Moscow’s intention's as 
any o f us. The K re m lin  bureau
cracy pre fe rs not to le t its  
lackeys knows its  ten ta tive  
p lans; and the lackeys dare not 
ask. O nly when the K re m lin  
has de fin ite ly  embarked on a 
new course are the na tiona l 
“ sections”  notified.

Even then, they are not to ld  
eve ry th ing  which the K rem lin  
proposes to  do along the new 
course. A  com ical example o f 
th is  s itua tion  was provided d u r
ing the fiisst week or tw o a fte r  
the S ta lin - I l it le r  pact was an
nounced. B row der and the 
D A IL Y  W O R KER were caught 
unawares. But o f course they 
said i t  was fine. Then they 
swore that, the pact would con
ta in  the “ usual clause” ; i t  did 
not. They said i t  “ b rought 
peace” ; tw o  days la te r came 
the w ar. They declared i t  
would no t invo lve a change o f 
lin e ; b u t w ith in  tw o  weeks 
they were th ro w in g  the “ Pop
u la r F ro n t”  line  overboard. 
A nd so fo rth .

The S ta lin is t lackeys are thus 
in  the aw kw ard position o f hav
ing  to  guess in advance what 
th e ir  m aster is up to, in  order 
to  be able to  make the neces
sary s h if t  more s k il lfu lly  when 
i t  comes. A t  the same tim e  
they dare no t move in  advance 
o f th e ir  m aster in  the K rem lin . 
Hence the spectacle o f the 
S ta lin is t press these days: 
aware o f some new sku lldu g 
gery being worked up in  the 
K re m lin  and the re fo re  anxious 
to  pave the way fo r  a new 
tu rn ;  but a t the same tim e  re 
peating the  old line and m ix ing  
i t  up w ith  h in ts  o f the new.—  
ED ITO R S.

PRO-WAR TREND 
GROWING; WHAT 
CAN BE DONE?

ED ITO R :
A recent Fortune Magazine po ll 

of Am erican war sentim ent con
cluded that more than two and a 
ha lf tim es the num ber of A m e ri
cans desire aid to the A llies , as 
compared w ith  the num ber last 
w in te r. Other figures also show 
th a t Am erican sentim ent to aid 
the A llies  is ris ing .

Our enemies, it  is p la in , are 
active in  w h ipp ing  up w ar senti
m ent— they crys ta llize  opin ion, 
spread propaganda in  press, radio, 
etc., leading the people to th in k  
we have a stake in  th is  w a r.

A lb e rt Goldman’s recent a rtic le  
in the APPEAL, on “ How the 
W orkers Can F igh t H itle r is m ” , 
shows tha t “ dem ocratic”  coun
tries aren't, any better in general 
than fascist countries. Goldman 
ends w ith : “ The workers must 
begin the strugg le against th e ir  
own cap ita lism .”  But w hat con
crete steps can we, the masses, 
take to combat cap ita lism  and es
tab lish a Socia list United States 
fo r the w orkers’ benefit?

There are many people in the 
same boat as I  am, who agree 
w ith  the 12 planks the Socialist 
W orkers P arty  stands fo r. We 
a ren 't active in  he lp ing your par 
ty, fo r there is no breakdown in to  
small, concrete un its  o f the work 
we m ig h t do. By tlie  tim e  Gold 
man's education and organization 
of the Am erican masses “ fo r the 
k ind  o f in te rven tion  th a t w il! 
rea lly  benefit the w orkers of th is 
coun try  as well as the workers 
throughout the w o rld ”  (June I f  
a rtic le ) gets going, the W ar Lords 
w ill have sold the IT. S. masses 
another war. We have a race 
against great odds. A sm all poor 
(in  funds) m in o r ity  group is- 
ta ck lin g  a well-oiled machine.

A . G.
Bronx, New Y ork .

*  *  *

I t  is a ll too true  th a t the w ar 
mongers have tremendous re 
sources at th e ir disposal and 
tha t th e ir  propaganda in s tru 
ments are fa r  more pow erfu l 
than any th ing  that, our revo
lu tio n a ry  p a rty  can mobilize. 
B ut as pow erfu l as the ru lin g  
class seems to  he it is no t at 
a ll unbeatable. W hat appears 
to he im possible now can easily 
occur w ith in  a com parative ly 
short tim e. Remember tha t the 
Russian Czar looked very 
pow erfu l several years, o r even 
several months, before the re 
vo lu tion  showed how weak the 
C za ris t reg im e ac tua lly  was.

There is no roya l road to  the 
socia lis t revo lu tion . A n  in d iv id 
ual who is anxious to  solve 
the problems o f the w o rk ing  
class and agrees w ith  our p ro 
gram  is ob ligated to  jo in  our 
pa rty  and help us educate the 
w o rk ing  masses. There is no 
o the r method. T o  w ork w ith in  
the trade unions and wherever 
there are workers, fo r  the p u r
pose o f educating them to  a 
rea liza tion  o f the tru e  solution 
o f th e ir  problems, and o f g e tt
in g  them to  s tru g g le  on a ll 
fro n ts  is the on ly  th in g  tha t 
can be e ffec tive  a t the present 
moment. In  th is  period o f re 
action, i t  is d iff ic u lt .  The d if  
Acuities, however, do not. scare 
any revo lu tion is t,— E D ITO R .

BOY SUICIDES 
GRIST TO 
HEARSTS MILL

EDITO R :
Last August, Southern C a liforn ia  

learned of the suicide by hanging 
of a 11-year-old Mexican boy. Ben
ja m in  Moreno, inm ate of W h itt ie r  
State School fo r Boys.

Last Tuesday Edw ard Leiva 
16. hanged h im se lf w ith  a bed 
sheet rope w hich he coiled 
through the ve n tila to r screen i r  
the ce iling  of his cell.

Had th is  not been an election 
year, the trag ic  deaths of these 
two Mexican boys m ight have gone 
quite unnoticed. B u t B il lie  (the 
Rat) Hearst, on the a le rt fo r am 
m un ition  fo r smear campaign? 
against his po litica l r iva ls  in Sac 
ramento, saw great possib ilities in 
the hoys’ deaths.

The workers of Los Angeles 
know Hearst too well not to see 
through his fake hum anitarian- 
ism. They also realize that 54 
years of Republican adm in istra- 
t ions in  C a lifo rn ia , which icere 
supported by Hearst, did not 
create better conditions at W h it
t ie r  and such places than has the 
present. Dem ocratic ad m in is tra 
tion.

The real lesson of th is  tragedy 
is to smash any illu s ion  about 
the Dem ocratic adm in is tra tion  
and its  predecessors. The w ork 
ers m ust place the blame fo r th is 
where it  bejongs, on the decaying 
cap ita lis t system which, by g iv 
in g  rise to rac ia l d iscrim ina tion , 
f irs t forced the tw o Mexican hoys 
in to  a life  of “ c rim e ” , and then 
allowed po litic ians  to so run its  
" in s t itu t io n s ”  th a t the inmates 
pre fer to k i l l  themselves.

Los Angeles, Calif.
CARL BEO KER

ED ITO R :
Accord ing to the newspaper, at 

the recent Congressional hear
ings in  New Y ork  on the condi
tions of a g ricu ltu ra l labor in  the 
N orth , mayors, governors and bus
inessmen united in  saying tha t 
there was no problem in  northern  
a g ricu ltu ra l areas.

W ell. I am one of the tens of 
thousands of a g ricu ltu ra l workers 
who w ork on the tru ck  farm s of 
New Jersey, Pennsylvania and 
Delaware who were not in v ited  to 
tes tify . I f  I had been in v ited  to 
tes tify  I could te ll a few th ings 
tha t would con trad ic t the other 
testim ony.

Thousands of workers come up 
from  I lie South every Summer to

w o rk  in the fields. M any others, 
inc lud ing  myself, live  in the big 
c ities of the N orth . When Sum
mer comes the re lie f au thorities  
cut down on our re lie f to make 
sure tha t we w i l l  go to work on 
the farms.

I  w ork on a fa rm  tha t employs 
1200 men. women, and children, 
near the town where I live. When 
I went to ask fo r w ork  a few 
weeks ago,the foreman asked me 
how many was in  m y fa m ily  that 
could work. I told h im  and (hen 
he aked i f  I  d idn ’t have another 
ch ild . Though we are bad off, 
.1 don’t  w ant m y youngest daugh
ter, age eleven, to go in to  the 
fields. The foreman insisted that 
tie was short-handed and i f  tlie

others in the fa m ily  wanted w ork  
we would have to include the 
young g ir l.

So we were hired, and every 
m orn ing at 5:30 a tru c k  is sent 
to the neighborhood fo r us and 
about 25 others to b rin g  us to the 
fields. Twelve o r fourteen hours 
la te r we are brought home more 
dead than alive a fte r having toiled 
bent over under the hot sun. 
Though the owner is a good 
C hris tian  and goes to church 
every Sunday, he sees no th ing 
w rong in  having us w ork  a ll day 
Sunday.

We are paid at the magnificent 
rate of 17-20 cents an hour (m in i
mum wage laws as well as most 
other labor leg is la tion do not ap
ply to a g ricu ltu re ). Accidents 
and occupational diseases are 
more prevalent than in  most, fac
tories b lit we lack the protection 
of workmens compensation laws.

S,---------, N. J.
A F IE L D  H A N D

By F A R R E L L  DOBBS
The stubborn fact rem ains tha t 

30,000 steel workers have already 
lost out in the in du s try  and tlie  
jobs of thousands more are im 
m ediate ly threatened. Technolo
gical change is w reak ing  havoc 
among the steel workers. Deci
sive action by the Steel W orkers 
O rganizing Committee is demand
ed to find a solution.

Last A p r il P h illip  M urray, 
SWOC Chairm an, ou tlined  his 
program  before the Monopoly 
Committee of Congress, l ie  pro
posed tha t provis ions be made 
through collective barga in ing be
tween the union and the corpora

tions fo r  s ix  m on th ’s advance 
notice to w orkers who are to be 
displaced through technological 
change. D u ring  th is  period they 
would receive vocational tra in in g  
fo r other jobs. He fu r th e r  prop
osed th a t job compensation be 
paid where tlie  new job. i f  found, 
is at a reduced ra le  or pay. A 
dismissal wage was advocated 
where a displaced w orker is no( 
reabsorbed in  another job.

“ T h is practica l plan is not o f
fered as the fina l solution . . . ”  . 
M urra y  told- the Monopoly Com
m ittee. ” . . .  Congressional re 
gu la tion of the in troduc tion  of 
large technological changes is 
necessary.”  These regulations, he 
suggested, should make it com
pulsory fo r the corporations to 
pay a dism issal wage. The fed
eral governm ent would be requit
ed to provide fo r a vocational 
tra in in g  program . Measures 
would by in s titu ted  to have in 
dus try  im m edia te ly  absorb the 
displaced workers.

S ix m onth ’s advance notice and 
a dism issal wage would be a dis
t in c t im provem ent over the pres 
ent s itua tion . The steel w orker 
today finds h im se lf dismissed on 
sho rt notice w ith  l i t t le  o r n r 
funds a t his disposal. l ie  is soot- 
broke and becomes dependeni 
upon a governm ental re lie f a llow  
ance i f  and when he can fret it .

M U R R A Y ’S PROGRAM 
O FFERS NO S O LU T IO N

The dism issal wage would, how
ever, not be a re tirem en t fund. 
T lie  corpora tion would figh t to 
make it a very sm all sum. When 
i t  had been used up the unem 
ployed steel w o rke r would he 
r ig h t where he is now when dis
charged—broke and fig h tin g  to 
get re lie f.

Vocational tra in in g  fo r other 
jobs would have l i t t le  meaning. 
The trend is towards a reduction 
in ava ilable jobs. Technological 
change cu rta ils  the num ber of 
ex is ting  jobs fa r more than it 
creates any new jobs. The ciiances 
fo r em ployment outside the steel 
in d u s try  are equally s lim . The 
latest CTO report, on unem ploy
ment estimates th a t there are a l
most 11 m illio n  workers now look
ing  fo r jobs. A few of the d is
placed steel w orkers would find 
employment under th is  arrange
ment, hu t i t  is no so lu tion  fo r 
the many.

The s lid in g  scale o f wages 
and hours is the fundam ental 
approach to  the problem  o f un 
em ploym ent, The m axim um  
hours o f w o rk  should be re 
duced im m edia te ly  to  a po in t 
where jobs would he made a- 
va ilah le  fo r  a ll steel w orkers 
presently unemployed. T he re 
a fte r, the hours o f w o rk  should 
again be reduced to  compen
sate fo r  any fu rth e r c u r ta i l
m ent o f jobs because o f new 
technolog ical changes. The 
hourly  ra te  o f pay should be 
au tom atica lly  increased when
ever the hours o f w o rk  are re 
duced so tha t the w orkers w ill 
s u ffe r  no loss in  th e ir  to ta l 
wages. The union should f ig h t 
also fo r  add itiona l pay increas
es in order to  raise the  w o rk 
ers’ standard o f liv in g .
M urray  t im id ly  touches th is  

noint, in  his statement to the 
Monopoly Com m ittee th a t the

maxim um  w ork  week in  the basic 
mass producing industries should 
he reduced to the level of approx
im ate ly  30 hours a week at the 
p reva iling  earnings o r more. H ow 
ever, M urray  has resisted a ll 
proposals to figh t fo r th is  objec
tive.

The slogan of the 6 hour day 
at 8 hour’s pay has been repeat
edly discussed in  the SWOC. I f  
put in to  effect i t  would lie a -long 
stride towards a so lu tion of the 
problem o f unem ploym ent in  th is  
industry . A lm ost one-th ird  more 
jobs would be added.

There was a great deal of sen
tim ent fo r th is  program  among 
the delegates at the Chicago con
vention of the SWOC. The union 
ad m in is tra tion  side-stepped the 
issue by declaring i t  “ im p rac tica l 
at t lie  present tim e.”  They prop
osed instead a na tiona l unem ploy
ment conference of leaders o f gov
ernm ent, indus try , labor nnd farm  
groups. In  o ther w ords—no ac
tion.

I t  is not hard to understand 
how offic ia ldom  was able, a t t lie  
SWOC convention, to veto any ac- 
tion. There were about 200 
SWOC organizers present. A ll 
but a handfu l of them were there 
is delegates. N early  a th ird  o f 
hose p a rtic ip a tin g  in the conven- 
ion were, therefore, h ired hands 
>f the adm in is tra tion . Experienced 
ra rliam entarians can easily m an
euver as they choose w ith  such 
a pow erfu l bloc.

Nevertheless, t lie  ad m in is tra 
t io n ’s v ic to ry  over the un ion m il i
tan ts was a ho llow  one. The prob
lem of ex is ting  unem ploym ent and 
(lie ce rta in ty  of add itiona l loss 
of jobs in  the steel in d u s try  re
mains very real. The figh t fo r 
the G hour day at 8 hour’s pay 
is s t ill the firs t step toward a 
fundam ental so lu tion. The union 
offic ia ldom  lias repeatedly to ld 
the w orkers tha t the in du s try  
must be more com plete ly organ
ized before there can he an ef- 
pective struggle against t lie  boss
es. Such ta lk  is id le. Som ething 
much more substantia l is needed 
to convince the unorganized steel 
workers.

T H E  O N L Y  W A Y  TO 
W IN  T H E  U N O R G A N IZ E D

The SWOC lost the 1937 s tr ik e  
in  L it t le  Steel by p lacing its  re 
liance in  treacherous employer- 
loya l po litic ians. Since then, the 
leadership has retreated constant
ly  before the pressure o f t lie  steel 
bosses. The w orkers have been 
prevented from  m aking  a d irect 
s trugg le against tlie  corporations 
through trade union action. In 
stead, the leaders continue to re ly  
upon the po litica l “ frien ds ”  and 
the " im p a r t ia l”  governm ental 
boa i ds.

Apa thy and lack of confidence 
among the workers is on ly a na
tu ra l resu lt of th is  policy. They 
m ust be shown a figh ting  union. 
They m ust see tha t the SWOC 
means business; tha t i t  w i l l  ener
ge tica lly  and in te llig e n tly  apply 
its  own strength in  the figh t w ith  
the corporations.

The launch ing  of a serious fight 
fo r the 6 hour day at 8 hour's 
pay w il l  w in  over the great ma
jo r ity  o f the steel w orkers to the 
support of the SWOC. Such sup
port w il l in  tu rn  assure v ic to ry  
in  the struggle.

New Jersey in the 1940 Elections
i i .

“ TEIE GRAND OLD PARTY”
Unlike the dull Democratic primaries where only Hague 

candidates have a chance, Republican primaries are heated 
affairs which in recent years have shown the existence and 
nature of two important wings.

Tlie “ Clean Government group”  took over the party in 
1937 after denouncing the “ Regular Republican”  practice of 
collaborating with the I lague machine (and worse yet—-shar
ing the spoils with it). The primaries last May showed they 
still had control when their candidate, Hendrickson, deciseve- 
ly defeated Hoffman for the nomination for Governor.

The primaries not only showed who was boss, but how 
little  the groups differ in program. In control of the Legisla
ture for several years, the party is responsible for what it has 
done and failed to do. But it was only about the spoils they 
argued, and about personal accusations, and about the charge 
that Hague secretly supported Hoffman, and not about —

TH E  G.O.P. RECORD ON' RELIEF. Highlights of the 
Republican relief administration are:

Lower state appropriations each year since 1936; a steady 
increase in the municipalities’ share in state relief costs which, 
because most municipalities are bankrupt, means a penny- 
pinching policy and still lower standards for the jobless: in
vestigating committees set up to convince the public that the 
less spent on relief and the more spent "to  ferret out the chise- 
lers” , tlie better for everyone, including “ the unfortunate 
people who really need relief” ; instructions to municipalities 
to deny relief to strikers; orders that local administrators 
cease “ recognizing”  and dealing with union committees seek
ing relief for their members; the residence law denying relief 
to people in the state less than five years, which has resulted 
in many deportations, especially of colored workers back to 
the South.

In Congress U. S. Senator Barbour gave the party line 
on WPA by supporting the Roosevelt-Woodrum b ill which 
cut wages, lengthened hours and abolished the union rate of 
pay, and by consistently voting for the lowest figure proposed 
every time WPA funds were being appropriated.

TH E  G.O.P. RECORD ON LABOR LEGISLATION. 
The number of progressive labor bills passed by the Republi
can Legislature is easily added up: there wasn’t one. True, a 
state Wagner act, a state wage-hour law, anti-injunction hills, 
and acts regulating and taxing homework were introduced 
by Republican “ friends of labor” . But that was only so that 
some Republicans could have the basis for asking labor sup
port for the party ticket. The fact is that none of them was 
passed— and for this the Republican party as a whole de
serves the responsibility.

TH E  G.O.P. RECORD ON NEGRO LEGISLATION. 
W hat’s good for labor is good for the colored people. That is, 
before elections, there are long speeches against Jim Crow. 
At elections one or two Negroes are put on the ticket to get 
out the colored vote. A fter elections a Negro legislator is per
mitted to introduce a few hills against discrimination. A few

thousand dollars are appropriated to investigate discrimina
tion. Thus “ the record is made” and they have something 
“ to point to with pride” . Then they bury tlie b ill in commit
tee, they stifle the investigating committee, they give a couple 
of colored men jobs as janitors, and let it go at that.

Another recent dispute shows that the inner G.O.P. ar
guments are not over policy:

During the primary fight the Regulars asked for support 
from the unemployed because the proposal to deprive relief 
clients o f their right to vote had come from Colonel Glover, 
relief investigating committee director, and Essex Senator 
Zink, both leading Clean Government men.

Clean Government won the primaries— and the Regulars 
issued a statement promising them fu ll support in the general 
elections! (Forgotten now is their explanation about what a 
vote for the Clean Government ticket means.)

A fter the primaries. Mudd, a Regular leader, announced 
his faction’s proposal for the jobless: refuse relief to all able- 
bodied men who would not enlist in the Army.

In the uproar over this, Clean Government pretended 
great horror. But when they reorganized the state relief body 
shortly afterward, replacing Mudd as director with one of 
thei own men, they appointed Mudd assistant director— at 
the same salary lie had before!.

Recently Barbour has attacked Cromwell as a war-mong
er, and by two resolutions he has introduced in Congress has 
sought to build himself up as “ an advocate of peace” . What 
do these resolutions say?

SJ Res. 286 amends the National Guard mobilization b ill 
to permit exemption for dependency and other reasons similar 
to those in the proposed conscript bill. In other words, Bar
bour doesn’t “ quite” go along, he introduces a few miserable 
changes and seeks the anti-conscription vote without himself 
coming out against the conscription bill.

SJ Res. 287 lim its to one year the period under which 
civil liberties and wage-hour restrictions may be suspended by 
the President under declaration of national emergency. Bar
bour is not against a dictatorship at home while soldiers die 
abroad “ for democracy” , but he wants it for only a year at 
a time. He is not against the M-Day laws, which permit the 
President to increase hours and cut wages, thus wiping out 
overnight the hard-fought gains of labor— but he is for them 
only a year at a time!

Behind this small change, stuff, Barbour is as much for 
the war as Cromwell. He calls himself a “ big Navy isolation
ist” , that is, he thinks the Western Hemisphere is enough 
territory for Wall Street to get fat on at present. And so he 
has voted for every war appropriation and anti-labor b ill 
passed this year. Once he has voted for the arms, how can he 
vote against conscription to provide men to use the arms? 
Once he has helped establish the war-size Army and Navy 
and the M -Day dictatorship, how can he tell the dictator how 
long to hold power? Obviously, Barbour’s peace pose is a 
phoney bid for stray votes.

(A  th ird  a rtic le  on the New Jersey elections w il l  appear 
nex t week.)

From Union Defense Guards To Military Training
By C A R L O’S H E A

B ig  Business, its  professional a rm y officers 
and its  propagandists have fo r  years innoculated 
the masses w ith  the idea th a t i t  is fa r  beyond a 
w o rk e r’s a b il i ty  to grasp the fine po in ts o f the 
m il ita ry  a rts . Oh yes. the w o rk in g  man w ill do 
qu ite  w e ll as cannon fodder to  be reg im ented to 
la y  down his li fe  in  defense o f the bankers and 
in du s tria lis ts . B u t fo r  la rge  numbers o f w orkers 
to be tra in ed  to command troops and ships and 
planes, to learn the uses o f a ll offensive and de
fensive weapons, to  understand m il ita ry  tac tics  
and s tra te g y— oh no! T ha t m ust be le f t  to  the 
reactionary  m il ita ry  caste, to  W est P o in t and 
Annapolis, to  the businessmen and playboys and 
law yers who receive special t ra in in g  by the gov
ernm ent a t P la ttsb u rg  and s im ila r camps.

T h is arrangem ent, whereby B ig  Business and 
its  flunk ies  are able to order the w orkers around 
d u rin g  w ar, te ll them how, when and where they 
m ust figh t, and w h a t to  f ig h t fo r , has worked 
ou t w o n d e rfu lly  fo r  B ig  Business. B u t i t  has 
worked ou t tra g ic a lly  fo r  the w o rk in g  class. And 
i f  the w o rkers ’ unions are to  surv ive  the Second 
W orld  W a r and to  defeat fascism , e ithe r the 
na tive  o r fo re ign  brand, organized labo r m ust 
demand a decisive change in  the d irection  o f 
m il ita ry  tra in in g .

A w a y  w ith  the P la ttsb u rg  camps fo r  the boss
es. W ha t we w an t and need are special govern
ment-financed tra in in g  camps fo r  w orkers  U N 
DER C O NTRO L A N D  D IR E C T IO N  OF O R G A N 
IZ E D  LA B O R , where in s tru c tion  in a ll the m il i
ta ry  a rts  fro m  the m ost com petent m il ita ry  in 
s truc to rs  obtainable is ava ilable.

Is  th is  program  p rac tica l?

I f  a union can organize its  own Defense 
Guard aga inst fasc is t a ttacks— and some unions 
have a lready dem onstrated the ease w ith  w h ich

U n ion Defense Guards can (be established— then 
a union can ce rta in ly  go- one step fu r th e r  and 
organize m il ita ry  in s tru c tion  fo r  a ll its  members.

When one w e ll-know n union set about to  o r
ganize a Union Defense Gcard, i t  found a super
abundance o f ta le n t and m a te ria l w ith in  the 
union ranks, o f the sort th a t is found in p rac
t ic a lly  every union in  th is  nation . W ith in  th is  
union were scores o f m il i ta ry  veterans— ex
machine gunners, ex-ca lva ry  officers, sergeants, 
a signa l corps o ffice r, a fo rm e r German a rm y 
o ffice r who had fled  the fasc is t te rro r. There 
were fo rm e r tan k  men, p ilo ts , even men ow ning 
planes.

W ith  such a nucleus, th is  union found i t  feas i
ble to  organize and tra in  hundreds o f staunch 
un ion is ts , to set. up an In te lligence Departm ent, 
etc. The members o f the Defense Guard were 
more than w illin g  to devote one, tw o  and three 
n ights i a week to  tra in in g  which they knew was 
in th e ir  own benefit, under officers whom they 
could con tro l and tru s t.

Confronted w ith  the certa in  prospect o f u n i
versa l m il ita ry  tra in in g  w ith in  a ve ry  sho rt 
period, any sensible w o rke r w i l l  much p re fe r 
such tra in in g  under the d irec tion  o f his union, 
ra th e r than under the d irec tion  o f the a rm y and 
the P la ltsb u rg -tra in e d  employers.

F irs t  o f a ll. i t  is essential th a t the union mem
bership m ust understand the need o f acqu iring  
m il ita ry  knowledge, no t in the bosses’ way, not 
fo r  the defense o f the in te rests o f Am erican im 
pe ria lism , bu t in the union way, fo r  the defense 
o f the w o rkers ’ homes and lives and jobs against 
enemies a t home and abroad.

Once th is  need is grasped, the re s t fo llow s. 
O rganized labor m ust demand o f the governm ent 
th a t i t  place a t the disposal o f the unions no th 
in g  less than the finest m il i ta ry  equipm ent and 
in s tru c tio n  available. The governm ent m ust p ro 

vide t ra in in g  camps fo r  the unions where union 
members can undergo m il ita ry  ins truc tion , the 
governm ent to  stand the expense and the em
ployers to continue pay ing  the tra inees th e ir  
re g u la r wages w h ile  they receive such tra in in g .

Organized labo r m ust demand access to  a ll 
fo rm s  o f arm s which the governm ent m ust place 
a t the disposal o f the union—-machine guns, fie ld 
and coast a r t il le ry ,  ca lva ry  and ta n k  and a n t i
tan k  equipment, naval vessels, the m ate ria ls  o f 
chemical w a rfa re , equipm ent fo r  engineers and 
signa l corps, no t to speak o f a rm ories and d r i l l  
grounds.

W ith  the new s im p lified  m anual o f arm s now 
in  use, and the g re a tly  s im p lified  method o f 
hand ling troops in  fo rm a tio n , any d ilig e n t union 
could qu ick ly  tra in  its  members in these elements 
o f m il ita ry  w ork . U n ti l the equipm ent fro m  the 
governm ent is fo rthcom ing , the union could tra in  
in much the same so rt o f w ay  Am erican troops 
were tra in ed  in 1917 and 1918, w ith  dum m y 
equipm ent.

In  th a t period, o ften there would be ju s t  a 
few  r ifle s , machine guns and la rg e r pieces o f 
ordinance ava ilab le  fo r  several thousand men. 
These pieces were taken down and assembled 
before the trainees, th e ir  uses and operations 
explained. The men were taken in groups and 
ta u g h t how to  handle the arm s.

I t  is w ith in  the scope o f thousands o f local 
unions to make an investm ent in such arm s.

E or years the Ordnance D epartm ent o f the 
U.S. A rm y  has sold huge quan tities  o f condemned 
and obsolete equipm ent to  groups o f A m erican 
Legionnaires and o ther p riva te  organ izations. 
There is no t the s ligh te s t reason w h y  the trade 
unions Should not be able to acquire th is  m il ita ry  
equipm ent a t the same low  cost.

I f  the com para tive ly  weak Reserve O fficers

Association can m ake such demands upon the 
W a r D epartm ent (upon term s, to- be sure, th a t 
p reven t the masses fro m  having any voice o r 
con tro l in  m il ita ry  t ra in in g ) ,  ce rta in ly  organized 
labo r can flem and th a t the W a r D epartm ent 
m ake ava ilab le  to  the unions such equipm ent, 
m a te ria l, supplies and in s tru c to rs  as are re 
qu ired fo r  tra in in g  purposes.

Even i f  m axim um  aid is no t obtained from  the  
W a r D epartm ent, the union m ovem ent can s t i l l  
make trem endous s trides in organ iz ing  the m il i
ta ry  t ra in in g  o f its  members.

In  such a na tion o f game hunters as the 
U n ited  States, the re  is no obstacle a t a ll in  ob
ta in in g  the s im p le r fo rm s o f arm s. I t  is the ra re  
w o rke r who- does no t own a t least one gun.

W ith in  the union m ovem ent in every c ity  
there are today scores o f un ion is ts  w ith  p ilo t  
licenses, some o f whom own th e ir  own planes. 
The nucleus o f an a ir  corps could easily  be 
fo rm ed fro m  such tra ined  un ion members.

Once the p rogram  were under way, actua l 
m il ita ry  maneuvers could be practiced, invo lv ing  
scouting, com m unications and s igna l work, a e ria l 
photography, map w ork, coord ination o f the v a r 
ious un its , in  short, a ll the  s ta f f  w o rk  th a t con
fro n ts  an a rm y  command under w a rtim e  condi
tions. U n ion movements in ad jacent c ities m ig h t 
cooperate in  the conduct o f such maneuvers. 
V arious u n its  w ith in  the union could begin to  
specialize in the s tudy o f ce rta in  branches o f 
m il ita ry  a rt.

O rganized labo r in  the U n ited  States m ust 
lea rn  the lessons th a t have b rough t such a t r a 
gic fa te  to  the w orkers  o f Europe. N o t the 
B urke -W adsw orth  h ill,  no t the b lind  a lle y  o f 
pacifism , hu t M IL IT A R Y  T R A IN IN G  U N D E R  
T R A D E  U N IO N  CO NTRO L. Here is a p rogram  
w o rth y  o f the '-best in  the labo r movement.
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David Lasser 
D idn 't Know 
I t  Was Loaded

W ith  his b ig  blue eyes s lig h tly  m is ty  and a 
te a r o r tw o ro llin g  down every once and so o ften 
on his ty p e w rite r , l i t t le  David Lasser is te ll in g  
h is  sad s to ry  (a t so much per a rtic le )  in  the 
N ew  Y o rk  Post and o ther newspapers.

He was on ly an innocent boy aw ay from  home 
and he d idn ’t  see the man w ith  the black mous
tache p u ttin g  th a t powder in  the beer.

A nyw ay, l i t t le  David swears he hadn’t  the 
fa in te s t idea w ha t was happening. l ie  looked ou t 
on the  doorstep and the re  was a wee l i t t le  lam b 
called tbe C om m unist P a rty . I t  looked so fo r 
lo rn . So he ge n tly  picked i t  up and took i t  in to  
the  W orkers  A lliance, back in  1936. And do you 
know  what,? H e’s discovered— a fte r  on ly  fo u r 
years, bu t he’s qu ick th a t w ay— th a t the wee 
l i t t le  lam b wasn’t  a  lam b a t a ll. I t  was a v iper, 
and i t  stung l i t t le  David in such an embarassing 
place!

N ow  i t  a ll becomes clear to  him , says l i t t le  
David. Th ings th a t he passed by  before now 
f i t  in  place ju s t like  a jig -s a w  puzzle.

“ Look ing  back over the la s t few  years,”  
w rite s  the  disillusioned l i t t le  David in the New 
Y o rk  Post o f A ug ust 7, “ i t  seems to  me th a t the  
C om m unist leaders always trea ted the A lliance  
as a vehicle fo r  propaganda ra th e r than as a 
mass movem ent o f the unemployed and tha t, 
though  they insisted on and obtained con tro l, 
the y  fu rn ished l i t t le  organ iza tiona l support.

“ I  had wanted to  res ign in  Janua ry  (fro m  the 
na tiona l presidency) bu t delayed action because 
o f  prom ises th a t th in gs  would be d iffe re n t and 
th a t  sincere e ffo r ts  would be made to develop 
a leadership representative o f the unemployed 
as a whole. The prom ises proved em pty.”

A nd now th a t l i t t le  David has seen the lig h t, 
he wants to  make i t  up to  the unemployed fo r  
a l l the tim e  he missed out. He wants to  bu ild  “ a 
new unemployed m ovem ent which w i l l  be 100 
pe r cent Am erican and free  o f isms.”

Some Gaps In  Lasser’s Story
L it t le  D av id ’s s to ry  would be ve ry  touch ing ; 

i f  i t  were true .
Lasser is one o f those in te llec tua ls  who, when 

the  depression made i t  impossible to iind  a place 
in  the c a p ita lis t w o rld , found his w ay qu ick ly  
enough onto a p a y ro ll in  the labo r movement. In  
connection w ith  her fo ra y  in to  the unemployed 
m ovem ent, M a ry  Pox o f the (N orm an Thom as) 
League fo r  In d u s tr ia l Democracy p u t h im  on 
salai-y to  do unemployed w o rk . I t  was M a ry  who 
saw  to  i t  th a t he became head o f the Socia list 
P a rty -con tro lled  W orkers  A llian ce ; a drab me
d io c rity , he would have been elbowed aside by 
an y  num ber o f 'bona-fide w orkers , except fo r  
M a ry ’s con tro l o f the purse-strings.

Then the  S ta lin is ts  began th e ir  tu r n  tow ard  
the  “ Peoples F ro n t” , and hastened to  ge t r id  o f 
the  Unemployed Councils. They took Lasser up 
on a m ounta in  top and showed him  the g l i t te r 
in g  w o rld  he could have fo r  a sm all price. Lasser 
was more than  w illin g .

Lasser Changes Paymasters
B y  the tim e  the  fo rm a l un ifica tion  o f the un 

employed movem ent took place in W ashington 
e a rly  in  1936, Lasser was hand-in-g love w ith  tho 
S ta lin is ts . The Socia lis t P a r ty ’s delegates had no 
voice in  any o f the decisions; Lasser d idn ’t, 
troub le  to  consult them . And the S ocia lis t P a rty  
leadership prevented th e ir  delegates fro m  ta k in g  
any steps to  stop Lasser. U n ity  o f the S. P. dele
ga tion  was preserved by le tt in g  Lasser do as he 
pleased.

A lre a d y  a t th a t convention Lasser showed 
th a t he understood exactly  w h a t was required o f 
h im . He fron te d  fo r  the S ta lin is ts  in the main 
task  preoccupying them : to prevent the hated 
T ro ts k y is ts  fro m  securing th e ir  r ig h t fu l place 
in  the  un ited unemployed organ iza tion . The N a 
tio n a l Unem ployed League, T ro ts k y is t led, was 
the th ird  o rgan iza tion  in  the fus io n ; i t  was fa r  
m ore a rea l o rgan iza tion  than  the S. P .’s W o rk 
ers A lliance. I t  had excellent leaders o f proven 
a b il i ty  w ho were ready to  go to  w o rk  in  the 
un ited organ iza tion . Lasser w ent the l im it  on 
beha lf o f his S ta lin is t bosses in  edging out the 
T ro tsky is ts .

The S ta lin is ts  were much be tte r paym asters 
th a n  M a ry  Fox had ever been. They le t Lasser 
stand in the spo tligh t, and he loved it .  He th re w  
overboard— and i t  d idn ’t  make a splash— such 
“ socia lism ”  as he had picked up in  the S. P. 
He became a Peoples F ro n te r and the re fo re  a 
N ew  Dealer, w hooping i t  up fo r  Roosevelt along 
the lines d icta ted by the D a ily  W orker. He be
came personal fr ien ds  w ith  m any o f the New 
Dealers around the W h ite  House. I t  was a ll ve ry  
pleasant, and to  pay fo r  i t  by obeying H e rbe rt 
B en jam in ’s orders to the le tte r  was no burden 
a t a ll.

Came the  S ta lin -H itle r  pact, and eve ry th in g  
changed. The go ing  go t tough. The S ta lin is ts  
broke w ith  the  New  Deal. F riends o f yesterday 
began to  cu t David on the street. In v ita tio n s  to  
the  r ig h t  houses dropped o ff.  D avid began to  
ye ll. H e rbe rt B en jam in  soothed h im : th is  is on ly 
a tem po ra ry  s itua tion , the line  w il l  change, we’l l  
be frien ds  o f the democracies once again, and 
the sun w i l l  shine again. D avid  w a ited  a few  
m onths, b u t the sun d idn ’t  come th rou gh  the 
clouds.

So, ju s t  as he dropped M a ry  Fox fo r  a new 
paym aster, now he dropped H e rbe rt Ben jam in 
fo r  a b e tte r paym aster. He clim bed on the  band
wagon o f the “ democracies” . Now  he is c a rry 
in g  o u t one o f the assignm ents fo r  the “ democ
racies” — expose o f the Com m unist P a rty . Tq 
m ake i t  p lausib le he opens his blue1 eyes like  an 
innocent l i t t le  do ll.

B u t some thousands o f w orkers, who were 
sold down the r iv e r  by the S ta lin is t-L asse r gang, 
w i l l  understand w ha t has happened. T h is  is no- 
case o f a w o rke r tu rn in g  aw ay fro m  the c o rru p t 
C om m unist P a rty  ou t o f lo y a lty  to the w o rk ing  
class. T h is  is ju s t  a case o f a ra t  leav ing  a s ink
in g  ship.

Batista, Aided By His Stalinist Lackeys 
Gets Himself “ Elected"  Cuba's President

H A V A N A , Cuba, Ju ly  30 (by 
m a il)— In  many years there have 
not been elections more scandal
ous, more fraudu len t and v io len t 
than those o f J u ly  14 fo r presi
dent, vice-president, senators, rep
resentatives, governors and m ay
ors.

The elections o f January, 193fi. 
when M iguel M. Gomez was elect
ed president, and the Congres
sional elections of March, 193X, 
were pure ly  masquerades o f the 
d ic ta to r Batista , which the public 
did not pa rtic ipa te  in  because the 
opposition parties had decided on 
a boycott. On the other hand, 
in  the Ju ly  14 elections, as in 
those of last November fo r the 
Constituent Assembly, the public 
came out en masse to the polls.

The difference between the two 
candidates— B atis ta  fo r the gov
ernm ent parties and Ramon Grau 
San M artin  fo r  the opposition 
parties— so fa r as im p e ria lis t pol
itic s  goes, is not very deep, fo r 
i f  B atis ta  is the tool of finance 
cap ita l, G rau is no t m ore than a 
re fo rm is t democrat, se rv ile ly  res
pectfu l of the status quo.

COMPOSITION OF 
T H E  B ATISTA  BLOC

B atis ta  the d ic ta to r launched 
his pres identia l candidacy as the 
‘‘champion o f democracy,”  the 
poetic t it le  conferred on him  by 
his S ta lin is t lackeys; and the 
coa lition  of parties, more accura
te ly  po litica l gangs, th a t sup
ported his candidacy, adopted the 
pompous name of "D em ocra tic So
c ia lis t C oa lition .”  One m ust ex
amine the com position o f th is  
coa lition  in  order to understand 
its  true  significance.

I t  is  composed, f irs t of a ll, of 
the L ibe ra l Party , the old pa rty  
of tiie  d ic ta to r Machado and head
ed by the same accomplices of his 
d ic ta torsh ip  who had to flee from  
Cuba in  August. 1933.

The Dem ocratic P arty  of ex
president Menocal was in the op
position u n til the elections fo r the 
Constituent Assembly, when it 
jo ined B atis ta  because he offered 
Menocal the vice-presidency and 
a large num ber o f senatorships. 
It. represents the in terests of the 
sugar in d u s try  and the land lords; 
i t  is a new form  o f the old Con
servative Party. One of its  chief 
leaders, E lic io  Arguelles, has been 
personal representative of Franco 
in  Cuba and organizer o f the 
“ Spanish Falange”  in  Havana.

The other parties in  the Ratista 
bloc— N ationa l Union, U n ited N a
tion a l Dem ocratic, P opu lar Cuban 
and N a tiona l R evo lu tionary— rep
resent no th ing m ore than th e ir  
leaders, simple lackeys in  B a ti
sta's service.

As fo r the Communist Party, 
its  collabora tion w ith  Batista  be
gan du ring  the "P opu la r F ro n t”  
period, and although since then 
has come its  tu rn  to a ttack ing  
the "dem ocra tic”  im peria lis ts , its  
Cuban po litics  has not. changed.

The program  of th is  "Democ
ra tic  Socia list C oa lition ”  is the 
usual s tu ff of those o f bourgeois 
parties everywhere: “ democracy” , 
'social ju s tice ” , “ d is tr ib u tio n  of 

land” , etc.
The Opposition Bloc, consists of 

Grau San M a rt in ’s Cuban Revolu
tion a ry  P a rty : Republican Action 
Party, headed by ex-president 
Gomez; and the A.B.C. P arty  or 
M artinez Saenz and others.

The Cuban R evo lu tionary Par
ty  is w ith o u t doubt the largest 
..a rty  in  Cuba, to r the m ain oec- 
tion  of the workers and peasants 
support it. Despite the w orkers ’ 
element, however, i t  is  a very 
heterogenous party . Its  leader
ship is ty p ic a lly  petty-bourgeois 
and demagogic. I ts  “ program ”  is 
a m ix tu re  o f pseudo-anti-imperi
a lis t reform s, w ith  a chauvin is tic  
na tionalism  concretized in  its  “ Cu
ba- fo r  the Cubans”  slogan. Its  
popu la rity  is due to the fact, tha t 
the people id e n tify  the gains 
made in the revo lu tiona ry  period 
w ith  Grau San M artin 's  govern
ment a fte r Machado’s fa ll.

Gomez’s pa rty  represents no 
more than his personal po litica l 
in fluence. The A.B.C. has been 
the p a rty  o f most definite fascist 
tendency in Cuba, but in  the last 
years lias made a tu rn  toward 
democracy. In  re a lity  i t  has a l
ways represented the in terests ot 
the reactionary pe tty  bourgeoisie 
and of the Spanish business men 
in  commerce.

P rog ram m atica lly  the Opposi
tion  Bloc presents no th ing  w o rthy  
of m ention: the same demagogic 
promises as its  opponents. Nev
ertheless the tr iu m p h  of th is  Bloc, 
would have signified a rise in  the 
level of the struggle o f the masses, 
b rin g in g  the government in to  con
f l ic t  w ith  them and ob lig ing  it 
to g rant new concessions. I t  
would have served to liqu ida te  the 
m yth  of Grau San M a rtin  when 
he would have to prove w ith  deeds 
h is real po litica l position. 
B A T IS TA ’S STRONG-ARM 
METHODS DESCRIBED

From  the resu lts of the Consti
tuent Assembly elections last

November, B atis ta  understood 
th a t he could now w in  on ly  by 
strong-arm  methods. Last Novem
ber he was defeated by a s lig h t 
m arg in—and tha t w it l i no th ing 
lik e  the popular in te rest th a t the 
present elections had. Conse
quen tly  h is prepara tory campaign 
of violence, com pulsion and fraud 
commenced m onths before the 
Ju ly  elections.

A lthough B a tis ta  ostensib ly re 
tired  from  the arm y, he continued 
to be its  real chief. The arm y 
continues to be "the  armed p a rty ”  
th a t above a ll obey its  chief. In 
the countryside, the l i t t le  villages, 
the sugar centers, days before the 
election the soldiers, w i t h  
threats, took away from  the w o rk 
ers and peasants the personal 
iden tifica tion  cards issued to each 
voter, w ith o u t w h ich  it. was im 
possible fo r them to vote. Elec
tion  day the same soldiers prev
ented a large pa rt o f opposition
ists from  voting . In  some places 
they forced opposition is t members 
of the po llin g  boards to sign the 
election lis ts  in  b lank and then 
to leave the po llin g  places. In  
add ition  B a tis ta  used a great 
number of forged e lection-identifi
cation cards fo r his agents to vote 
many times.

The Opposition Bloc expected 
these th ings, bu t in  place of adopt
ing  an a ttitud e  of resistance, the 
on ly th in g  they did  was to ask 
guarantees of Col. Pedraza, nom
ina l ch ie f o f the arm y, showering 
h im  w ith  f la tte r in g  entreaties— 
Pedraza, assassin of hundreds of 
woi kers, students and revo lu tion 
aries! T iie  orders o f the Superior 
E lectora l T ribu na l, ask ing the 
chief o f the arm y to take in to

Appeasement Likely Until 
U. S. War Machine Is Ready

The call for “ cooperation” between the United States and 
Nazi Germany sounded by Charles Lindbergh, is the culmina
tion of a series of rapidly accumulating undcr-cover signs that 
a small but growing and powerful section of American finance 
capitalism is tending in the direction of “ armed appeasement” 
of Nazi Germany.

The call by Lindbergh, comes upon the heels of a sensa
tional re ve fat ion by the New York Herald Tribune, that the re
sidence of Gerhardt Westrick, H itle r’s commercial emissary to 
American capitalists, was being converted into a “ busy road
house”  by a constant stream of American capitalists. The T ri
bune reports that the Nazi
emissary is residing at the 
beautiful Scarsdale estate of 
Harold A. Callan and that 
among the frequent visitors is 
Thorkeld Richer. Callan is at
torney for the National C ity 
Bank, second largest hank in 
America, Rieber is chairman of 
the Texas Company, a satellite 
in the vast oil empire of the 
Rockefellers. The Rockefellers 
are also among the largest 
stockholders in the National 
C ity  Bank.

The N ational C ity  Bank is not 
just, another big bank. I ts  im 
portance lies in  the fact th a t it 
has more than 66 branches a ll 
over the globe; no Am erican bank 
has even more than five branches. 
By v ir tu e  o f the fact tha t its  busi
ness is so deeply in te rtw in ed  w ith  
the export and import, trade of 
the en tire  country, i t  exercises 
a wide in fluence in  every section 
of the U. S. S late department. 
I t  is often the d irec t fac to r in  
the adoption of fo re ign policies.

The na tiona l C ity  Bank is also 
im portan t fo r another reason: It. 
is contro lled by the very  biggest 
of A m erica ’s S ix ty  F am ilies ; its  
biggest stockholders are A. P. 
G iann in i. J. P. M organ and Co., 
and tbe Rockefellers. W hen, on 
one of those ra re  occasions, the 
N ationa l C ity , perm its  its  spokes
men to make a statement, the 
statem ent is sure to re flec t the 
op in ion of some o f Am erica’s b ig
gest m u lti-m illion a ire s .

June 18th was one of those rare 
occasions. Joseph H. D a rre ll, 
head of the. bank’s overseas d iv i
sion and its  senior vice-president, 
gave an exclusive in te rv ie w  to the 
N. Y. W orld Telegram., w h ich was 
d iscrete ly relegated to the finan
c ia l page.

Roosevelt nom inated Stimson and 
K nox as members o f h is cabinet, 
tbe W all Street Journa l, in  one of 
its  longest and m ost pointed edi
to ria ls , loud ly  demanded of the 
Senate tha t they refuse to confirm  
the nom ination  on the ground 
tha t "w h a t M r. Stimson advocates 
amounts to United States’ en
trance in to  the W ar.”

A t the annual convention of the 
N ationa l Foreign Trade Council 
held a t San Francisco last week, 
there was a long parade of 
speakers, composed of bankers, 
indu s tria lis ts , im porters  and ex
porters. N o t one of them even 
mentioned “ m ate ria l aid to the 
A llie s ” , o r aid "sh o rt o f W ar” . 
A ll of them, however, spoke of 
the prospects o f in te rna tiona l 
trade “ a fte r the W ar” . T ha t was 
the m ost oft-repeated phrase—  
“ a fte r the W ar” .

On Ju ly  1, Roosevelt shu t down 
the supply to B r ita in  o f U n ited 
States A rm y  and N avy stocks.

When Genera! DeGaulle and 
others fled to E ngland and set 
up a “ governm ent”  there, they 
did  i t  w ith  the avowed purpose 
of p ro v id ing  the U n ited States 
w ith  a legal reason fo r not recog
n iz ing  the Retain regime, and in  
order to secure the assistance of 
the United States. B u t the Roos
evelt governm ent has apparently 
recognized the Retain regime and 
has even agreed to accept as its  
new ambassador an open sympa
th ize r o f the Nazi regime, one 
M onsieur Have. Ambassador 
B u l l i t t  has pu b lic ly  praised the 
Retain regime.

N AZIS  SEEK TO 
APPEASE U. S.

Or. the p a rt o f the Nazi regime 
there has been an apparent eager
ness not to offend U. S. im p e ria l
ism —at least at present. At. a 
tim e when the Nazi coffers are 
v ir tu a lly  depleted of a ll Am erican 
exchange, they continue to make 
payments on th e ir  government 
bonds held by U. S. bankers. They 
even perm itted  Norway last week 
to make payments on its  outstand
in g  bonds in the U. S.— in  spite 
of the fact th a t the Booseve.lt 
government, has “ frozen”  the many 
m illio n s  w h ich Norway has in 
th is  country.

M ost im p o rta n t of a ll, the 
“ s tands till agreement”  between 
Germany and the Am erican bank
ers has apparently  been renewed 
•—although not yet signed.

On June 1, offic ia ls of the New 
Y ork  bankers, issued a statem ent

FOR BUSINESS AS 
U SU AL IN  EUROPE

D u rin g  the course o f the in 
terv iew , M r. D u rre ll is reported 
to have said:

“ No •matter who runs Europe 
the need fo r  Am erican hanking 
service w i l l  continue to exist 
there, and N a tiona l C ity 's  over
seas d iv is ion  un it ha there sup
p ly in g  tha t service . . . (o u r) bus
iness -will go on w hatever the re
gim e .”

The same a ttitud e  is indicated 
!n such pow erfu l organs of high 
finance as the W all Street Jou r
na l and the Commercial and F in 
ancia l Chronicle. On the day th a t th a t discussions w ith  Germany on

the term s o f a renewal of the 
agreement had been completed 
and the Am erican committee was 
re tu rn in g  to tbe U. S. The bank
ers arc therefore looking forw ard 
toward the payment of $40,000,000 
tha t the Nazi Government has 
promised to pay to the W all Street 
bankers.

Actua l s ign ing  o f the renewal 
agreement, i f  not already signed, 
is probably aw a itin g  the death 
kne ll of the B r it is h  Em pire.

W H Y H IT LE R  NEEDS 
TH E  BR ITISH  FLEE T

W hat is  the fundam ental s tra t
egy of the Am erican bourgeoisie 
— vis-a-vis Nazi im peria lism ? The 
Am erican bourgeoisie knows very 
w e ll th a t the wealth of the B r i t 
ish Em pire  lies not. on the con ti
nent of Europe but in  the over
seas colonies and possessions, i. e.. 
in  Asia, A fr ic a  and South Am er
ica: th a t th is  colonial booty is 
now the m ain objective of Nazi 
im peria lism . H it le r ’s v ic to ry  on 
the European con tinent m erely 
broadens German im p e ria lism ’s 
base in  the struggle fo r world 
m arkets and colonies. These enn 
he secured on ly  i f  lie contro ls 
the seven seas to the same extent 
th a t B r it is h  im peria lism  did.

I f  in  the com ing B a ttle  o f B r i t 
a in, H it le r  destroys the B rit is h  
flee t o r the B r it is h  scuttle it, 
Nazi im peria lism  w il l  no t he able 
to cash in  on B r ita in ’s vast col
on ia l E m pire ; th a t requires a 
fleet at least equal in  strength to 
the present combined B r it is h  and 
German naval forces. M erely 
opera ting from  its  own European 
base at its  present naval strength 
m ust in e v ita b ly  result, in  Ger
m any’s seeing a t least h a lf o f 
B rit is h  colonial loot fa ll in g  in to  
the hands of Yankee im peria lism .

H it le r  m ust know, as U. S. im 
peria lism  w ell knows, th a t in  the 
W estern Hemisphere alone com
bined A llied  investm ents and col
onia l possessions, gold excluded, 
am ount to about fifteen b illions 
of do llars. These investm ents are 
beyond the reach o f H itle r .  A m er
ican investm ents in  Europe do not 
am ount to more than three b il
lions.

U. S. STRATEGY 
TOW ARD GERM ANY

The great danger to Am erican 
im peria lism  rises out of the loss 
of m arkets w h ich would come in 
t iie  wake of a Nazi-dominated E u
rope; both in  Europe its e lf and 
in  South Am erica, T h is  is so 
because Germany is a h ig h ly  in 
dustria lized country producing 
the same finished products and 
req u iring  the same raw  m ateria ls  
as U. S. im peria lism . There in 
lies the basis fo r sharp economic 
w arfa re  leading to im p e ria lis t 
war.

The weapons in  the hands of a 
Nazi-dom inated Europe in  the 
strugg le fo r m arkets w i l l  he a 
tremendous lo w e ring  o f labor 
standards and hourly  increases in  
the w o rk ing  day. A lre ad y  Am er

ican cap ita lis ts  are ra is in g  the 
demand fo r low er labor costs here 
to meet Nazi economic compet
ition .

Am erican finance cap ita lism , 
therefore, intends f irs t of a ll to 
a ttem pt an economic w a r w ith  
Germany so fa r as the overseas 
countries go— and 'to' Cooperate 
w ith  Nazi Germany as fa r  as 
trade w ith  the European continent 
is  concerned u n t il i t  meets Ger
many in  war. A t t iie  same tim e 
Am erican im peria lism  is un load
ing upon the hacks of the A m er
ican w orkers t iie  most stupendous 
arm am ent expenditures in  order 
to bu ild  a g igan tic  two-ocean navy 
capable of m eeting Nazi im per
ia lism . T h is  constitutes the s tra 
tegy of Am erican finance cap ita l
ism in  the present in te rna tiona l 
s itua tion .
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custody various o ffic ia ls  accused 
o f compulsion, did not receive the 
least respect.

In  the face of th is  crude mas 
querade, Grau San M a rtin  and his 
associates have behaved cowardly 
and m iserably. T liey  have done 
p ra c tica lly  no th ing. On the other 
hand, among the people is to be 
noted a deep discontent, and we 
can pred ic t tha t B atis ta  w i l l  not 
govern “ a happy and contented 
people” , in  the words of Bias 
Roca, S ta lin is t leader.

ROLE OF TH E  
COM M UNIST PARTY

In  th is  tragedy of the Cuban 
people, the S talin ist, p a rty  lias a 
prom iuent ro le  as B a tis ta ’s agent 
w ith in  the w o rk in g  Class. W ith  
the financia l aid of Batista , of 
the big magnates of the m anufac
tu r in g  industries, and the. many 
thousands of pesos draw n from  
the Cuban people d u rin g  the Span
ish c iv i l war. the S ta lin is ts  have 
paid the costs of the most elabor
ate and ex trao rd ina ry  propaganda 
in order to deceive t iie  people. 
A irp lanes, rad io  broadcasts, p e ri
odicals. pamphlets, leaflets, etc.— 
a ll the media of modern propa
ganda have been used by the S ta l
in is ts  to  convince the people that 
B atis ta  is t iie  cham pion o f de
mocracy.

Despite a ll these services*, they 
have not been treated ve ry  well 
by Batista . W hen lie  made his 
pact w ith  Menocal, the la tte r suc
cessfully demanded that no senn- 
forships be given to the S ta lin is ts , 
who wanted at least, one fo r th e ir  
leader, Professor M arine llo . Then 
the S ta lin is ts  decided to run Ma
rin e llo  as th e ir  m ayora lty  candi
date in  Havana C ity , against Me- 
nocal’s son and ex-president Go
mez, the respective candidates of 
the governm ent and opposition 
tickets. Menocal won by fraudt 
em ploying i t  also against the S ta l
in ists.

In  spite o f a ll the violence, even 
tiie  opposition parties increased 
th e ir  vote in re la tion  to th a t ob
tained in  November. B u t the 
Communist P arty  lost 25% of the 
votes i t  had gotten in  November. 
Th is is a sympton tha t indicates 
the beg inn ing o f its  decline. In  
Havana Province the S ta lin is ts  
supported fo r  governor Guas In 
clan, in tim a te  adviser o f Macliado, 
who won the election. And in 
Santiago de Cuba they supported 
fo r m ayor Justo Salas, a known 
Machado pisto lero (gangster), who 
had to  flee from  Cuba in  1933. 
There are typ ica l examples o f the 
disastrous gambles of S ta lin is t 
po litics.

N o tw iths tand ing  the fac t tha t, 
in  spite of th e ir  lo y a lty  to Batista , 
they themselves were defrauded of 
votes in  many places, the S ta lin 
is ts ’ paper. Hoy, procla im s every 
day th a t “ never has there been 
in  Cuba elections more honorable 
than those of Ju ly  14.”
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Profit Demand 
Holds Up 
Arms Program

O ur so-called “ lib e ra l”  press has appa ren tly  
placed a taboo on an a tte m p t to  exp la in  and un
derstand w ha t happened in France.

The reve la tion  o f w idespread co rru p tio n  and 
sabotage and treason in  h igh  places in  th a t 
cou n try  is passed o f f  as som eth ing pe cu lia rly  
F rench and, as such, no t f i t  fo r  close exam ination  
or, God fo rb id , fo r  comparison w ith  the s itua tion  
here in  the U n ite d  States.

Except, o f course, fo r  the stories th a t the  
French w orkers were so g re e d ily  in te n t on th e ir  
f ig h t fo r  a ho tte r standard o f l iv in g  th a t the  
m ora le o f the  cou n try  was underm ined. T h is  is 
the k ind  o f bunk th a t is be ing passed o f f  as an 
“ exp lanation”  o f the unprecedentedly s w if t  co l
lapse o f F rance as a con tinen ta l power.

W e have been g e ttin g  some o f the same k ind  
o f ta lk  about conditions here. W hen w o rkers  
s tru ck  a t the K e a rn y  (N e w  Jersey) sh ipyards 
some weeks ago dem anding wage increases co r
responding in  some sm all measure to  the  new 
super-p ro fits  o f the  ship-bu ilders, they were 
howled down as tra ito rs , saboteurs and f i f th -  
colum nists. Roosevelt has openly declared th a t 
w orkers  sha ll not be allowed to s tr ik e  in  th e ir  
own beha lf in  industries  w o rk in g  fo r  the re a rm 
am ent program .

F o r ou r p a rt, we have never ceased to  ham 
m er aw ay a t the  fa c t th a t fo r  the bosses th is  
business o f  w a r and p a trio tism  is business 
measured sole ly and exclus ive ly  in  do lla rs and 
cents. A l l  the res t about “ na tiona l u n ity ”  and 
“ defense o f the hom eland”  is so much eyewash. 
I t  took years a fte r  the la s t w a r fo r  the pub lic  
f in a lly  to  learn how the cou n try  had been taken 
fo r  a whale o f a ride  Iby M organ, Dupont, and Co.

French Events Repeated Here
Now, w ith  the rea rm am en t d rive  o n ly  ju s t  

beg inn ing  and b illions  a lready voted ou t o f the 
people’s pockets by Congress, we are g e ttin g  a 
g lim m e r o f the trem endous push and p u ll go ing 
on am ong the in d u s tr ia lis ts  and financiers fo r  
slices o f th is  g ig a n tic  melon, fo r  good places a t 
the sum ptuous tab ic  set a t the expense o f the 
people.

In  an unusua lly  hold a rtic le  in the  N ew  Y o rk  
Post, on A ug us t 6, E dw ard P. F lyn n , noted news
paper rep o rte r, declared f la t ly  th a t:  “ S trike  o f 
cap ita l is b lock ing the n a tiona l defense p ro g ra m ” . 
F ly n n  w ent in to  some o f the recent tes tim ony 
before Congressional com m ittees w h ich  did no t 
ge t much notice in  the press. He also took a 
look a t tho actua l perform ance as compared to  
some o f the recent ta lk  e m itt in g  fro m  various 
rea rm am en t bodies in W ashing ton. He concluded: 
“ The m arke t in  p a trio tis m  is ex trem e ly  active 
and the sale price  is shoo ting  up every day.”

A ccord ing  to the F lyn n  a rtic le , the  b ig  p a t
r io t ic  in d u s tr ia lis ts  are ta k in g  as the ir, te x t  these 
days the fam ous 1917 sta tem ent o f P ie rre  du 
Pont, who then w ro te : “ we cannot assent to  a llow 
in g  our own pa trio tism  to  in te rfe re  w ith  ou r 
duties as trustees (o f  stockho lders).”

“ W ash ing ton”  reported F lynn , “ is crowded 
w ith  lobbyis ts  and h igh  pressure salesmen and 
top executives o f corpora tions t r y in g  to  find ou t 
w h a t they can do' fo r  th e ir  country , a t w h a t 
price, and a t w h a t p ro fit.”

Tho rearm am ent orders a ll requ ire  considera
ble p la n t expansion. O ur p a tr io t ic  cap ita lis ts  
w a n t the people’s m oney planked down now  in 
sing le  b ig  chunks to cover the  en tire  cost o f th a t 
expansion and to  leave them  fre e  a fte rw a rd  to  
dispose as the y  w ish  o f the  new fa c ilit ie s  thus 
presented to  them  on s ilve r p la tte rs .

H o ld ing  ou t fo r  th is , the b ig  companies, lik e  
U . S. Steel, are de libe ra te ly  sabotag ing on a rm y  
and navy  orders o r else re fuse to  accept con
tra c ts . “ The steel companies (w rite s  F ly n n ) re 
fuse to  con trac t to de live r a rm o r p late. The av ia 
tion  companies re fuse to  con trac t to  de live r 
planes.”  F lyn n  goes on to' g ive  instances, c ited 
'by o ff ic ia l navy spokesmen before a House sub
com m ittee, where money appropria ted  to  pay 
fo r  some o f these orders was poured into' the  
co ffe rs  o f the con tra c ting  companies as pure, 
unadu lte ra ted g ra v y  in  o rder to  hasten p ro 
duction.

In  one case, A d m ira l W . R. F u rlo n g  to ld  a 
Senate group he had to pay $1,700,000— the 
fu l l  cost o f new tools— to  the Bethlehem  
Steel Co. because th a t com pany had q u it 
nego tia tions w ith  the T reasu ry  fo r  a rm o r jf ia to  
orders. “ Two companies w h ich  refused to  do 
business on a rm or p la te  under the term s o f the 
V inson -T ram m ell A c t l im it in g  th e ir  p ro fits  to  8 
percent,”  adds F lynn , “ were U . S. Steel and 
M idva le ” .

Those are ju s t  glim pses o f the  rea l p ic tu re  
behind the present preparations fo r  w a r. The re 
s u lt is go ing to  be a s w ift  d rive  tow a rd  to ta l ita r 
ian ism , especia lly as the w a r p e r il draw s s tead ily  
closer. The in d iv id u a l c a p ita lis t is go ing to  be 
p u t in  tim e  w ith  the  goose step fo r  the g rea t 
good o f the c a p ita lis t class as a whole. U nder 
th a t  set-up the b iggest o f the cap ita lis ts  in  a 
t ig h t ,  sm all group, w i l l  reap g re a te r super-p ro fits  
than ever w h ile  the  w o rkers  and the people 
gene ra lly  w i l l  be hammered down to' low er and 
low er l iv in g  levels.

T h is  is w h a t w e’re  in  fo r  unless the w orkers 
take i t  a ll over. Then the re  w i l l  re a lly  be some
th in g  fo r  every m an and woman to  defend and 
the re  w i l l  be the p o ss ib ilty  o f do ing w ith o u t the  
inne r co rru p tio n  w h ich  accompanies cap ita lism  
as in e v ita b ly  as does w a r its e lf.

Delete simile, “ Strong as the Rock o f G ibral
ta r” : The a rriva l in England o f approximately 
1000 women and children from  G ibra lta r and 
M alta was announced by a London AP  dispatch.
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Who Is Responsible?
The United Auto Workers Union convention 

adopted by an overwhelming m ajority a resolution! 
condemning “ the brutal dictatorships of Germany, 
Ita ly, Russia and Japan.”  For the inclusion of 
Russia in this list the real responsibility rests upon 
the Stalinist bureaucracy in the Soviet Union.

It is the Kremlin dictator and his fellow 
bureaucrats both w ithin and without the Soviet 
Union who have created a situation where the 
average worker not trained in Marxist thinking 
can see no difference between H itle r Germany and 
the Soviet Union.

Naturally we do not in the least forget the 
abominable role played by the leaders of the Con
vention, who together w ith other “ democrats”  are 
quite w illing to play around with the Stalinists so 
long as the “ democratic”  capitalists are on friendly 
terms with Stalin, but turn against the Soviet 
Union when Stalin stops playing ball w ith the 
“ democracies” . We can rest assured that these 
trade union leaders w ill always be in the camp of 
the ruling clique of “ democratic”  capitalism.

We heard no squawk coming from these leaders 
when Stalin was murdering all the old revolution
ists. A t that particular time Stalin was still in the 
good graces of the ruling cliques in the democratic 
imperialist countries.

Nevertheless, it  must be recognized that to the 
average rank and tile delegate it appears that the 
Soviet Union and Germany and Ita ly  are all in 
the same class. The propaganda of the Stalinists 
can hardly fool them into believing that there is 
democracy in the Soviet Union. A ll the lies eman
ating from Stalinist sources cannot conceal the fact 
that there is not the slightest democracy in the 
Soviets, in the trade unions or in the ruling 
“ party" in the Soviet Union.

The trade union leader who wants the support 
of the Stalinists can conveniently forget the exist
ence of huge concentration camps where tens of 
thousands of the most m ilitant workers in the 
Soviet Union are tortured by Stalin’s GPU, but he 
can bring that to the attention of the rank and 
file whenever he thinks it w ill serve his purposes.

Can the Stalinist leaders w ith all their fantastic 
ly ing conceal from the workers the fact that there 
is now a close tie-up between Stalin and Hitler? 
Can they conceal from the workers the despicable 
role Stalin has played in permitting the most 
vicious enemy of the working masses to gain con
tro l of all of Europe?

It  would indeed be a miracle if  the average 
worker would fa ll for the Stalinist propaganda 
under such circumstances, where every worker can 
see that Stalin has been of the greatest help to 
H itler.

Only the most advanced workers trained in 
Marxist thinking can see that the Soviet Union 
is something different from the Stalinist regime, 
just as a trade union is something different from 
its corrupt and bureaucratic leadership. It is not 
easy for the advanced worker to convince the aver
age worker that there is a difference between the 
political apparatus of the Soviet Union, which is 
identical with the political system of Hitler, and 
the economic base which consists of nationalized 
economy gained by the victorious October Revo
lution.

Stalin’s despotism makes it d ifficult for us to 
distinguish the Soviet Union from the fascist capi
talist countries but the fundamental distinction 
does exist and we shall do our utmost to educate 
the workers so that they can see that distinction.

How often have we proclaimed that the great
est enemy of the Soviet Union is the Stalinist 
bureaucracy, which by its acts destroys tire confi
dence of the workers in the Soviet Union as a 
workers’ state. When a powerful and progressive 
union like the United Automobile Workers can

place the Soviet Union in the same category as 
Germany and Ita ly  and Japan it  should be clear 
to everybody that the greatest enemy of the Soviet 
Union is the Stalinist bureaucracy.

The lesson is the same that we have been teach
ing for years. To defend the Soviet Union it  is 
necessary to destroy the Stalinist bureaucracy.

Poor Aren’t Paytriots
There are 72 m illion poor people in this 

country, but i t ’s un-American to be poor. Most of 
these people have been on relief at one time or 
another during these last eleven years of economic 
crisis, and i f  they also happened to be non-citizens, 
the fact that they have been on relief bars them 
from citizenship. This is the opinion of Supreme 
Court Justice Nathan O. Uapham of New’ York 
State who, on Ju ly 22 at Rochester, denied citizen
ship to six applicants who were on relief. That, 
said the judge, showed they were not "attached to 
the principles of the Constitution.”  This is only 
the latest of an increasing number of such inci
dents.

We think the judges who came to the conclu
sion that poverty-stricken people don’t make good 
patriots are quite right in their own w:ay. Those 
who have no stake in this vile economic system 
may very likely turn against it. Those who have 
only their chains to lose may soon seek to w;in a 
new world of socialism.

But the judges, i f  they want to complete their 
job, cannot stop with preventing aliens from be
coming citizens. They must go on to disfranchise 
all naturalized and native citizens on relief. But 
that’s only the beginning. The sharecroppers and 
agricultural workers of the South and California, 
for instance, have less to live on than many re
lie f clients in some of the Northern cities. O ff with 
their citizenship! And o f course WPA workers 
(who must now be citizens) live on about the 
same scale as many workers in private industry. 
Some point therefore should be fixed—say, §15 a 
w:eek— and anyone earning below that should be 
stripped of his citizenship. Moreover, a man earn
ing §20 a w'eek who has a wife and two children 
dependent on him is obviously worse off than a 
single man earning §14 a week; so some table 
should be worked out w'hereby a man earning a 
certain amount should be dropped from the c iti
zenship rolls i f  he has more than a certain number 
of dependents.

Of course, to be really logical, the judges 
would have to turn into non-citizens about 72 m il
lion poor people. That would have its dangers. It 
would make so plain tire distinction between mast
ers and slaves!

On second thought, therefore, we th ink the 
judges w ill reconsider and let those aliens on re
lie f become citizens. What docs it  matter, after 
all, i f  they are allowed to vote once in four years 
for a president of the United States? I f  it  makes 
them feel they really decide who is president, i t ’s 
very useful to the capitalists to let the masses vole.

GPU-Made News
E l Popular, the Mexico C ity  daily which the 

Stalinists control through Uombardo Toledano (so 
much so that he was compelled to delete from its 
masthead the statement it  formerly carried that it 
was the organ of the Mexican Confederation of La- 
bor), prints in its July 27 issue an article entitled: 
“ Rapprochement Between the United States and 
the USSR.”

This is big news, indeed. Under a Washington 
date-line it reports: “ It is considered that the Ame
rican government is disposed to get together with 
the USSR, for various reasons:; for counter-acting 
the Japanese policy in the Orient, fo r the decisive 
influence that the USSR could have in the Euro
pean war, and for the commercial needs of the 
United States, now that European markets are 
closed to it.”

There is, of course; no sign of such a trend in 
Washington. Is this story another Stalin “ feeler”  
toward the United States? Mexico is being used 
for a number of such moves. A fter joining the 
Stalinists last August in the hasty switch from 
"collective security”  to pro-H itler “ neutrality” , 
Toledano has recently been permitted to make a 
pro-A lly speech, without one word of criticism 
from his Stalinist allies. Is the stage being set for 
a new Stalin turn?

That turn is not here by a long way; Molotov’s 
speech showed that, w ith its fawning toward H it
ler. In his statement on Molotov’s speech which 
we print in this issue, Trotsky suggests another 
function of these “ feelers”  toward the democra
cies: to soothe the Stalinist agents in the demo
cracies who got along so w’ell with the capitalists 
in the "Peoples Front”  period and who are now 
smarting under the blows they are receiving as 
allies of Hitler. By these “ feelers”  hope is held out 
to them that they w ill shortly be able to live in 
peace again with their “ own”  capitalists.

This function of the Stalinist “ feelers”  does 
not, of course, rule out the likelihood, indeed a 
certainty, that Stalin w ill be desperately seeking 
rapprochement with the United States when H itler 
settles with Britain and turns eastward again. 
None of Stalin’s, recent gains solve his problem, 
For he is the problem, he and his bureaucracy: 
they have so weakened the Soviet Union that the 
possibilty of any attack hangs like a nightmare 
over the Kremlin. Externally, the chief defense 
of the Soviet Union, the support of the world 
working class, has been shattered by Stalin's 
crimes: internally, the in itiative of the Soviet 
peoples has been destroyed by the totalitarian 
regime.

E d ito r, H era ld  T ribune 
New Y o rk  C ity , N . Y.
S ir :

In  the J u ly  25 issue o f the H era ld  T ribune 
an a rtic le  was published, telephoned fro m  M exico 
C ity  by M r. Jack O’B rine, quoting  declarations 
made by a certa in  Cesar O rtiz , “ F o re ign  ed ito r 
o f M exico’s leading labor newspaper, ‘P opu la r’,”  
to' s ix ty  Am erican educators v is it in g  M exico, o f 
a “ conspiracy”  between me and General Juan 
Andreu A lm azan to  establish a “ fasc is t reg im e 
south o f the Rio Grande”  and la te r in the U n ited  
States in  the event th a t I  were adm itted  to th a t 
country. M r. Cesar O rtiz , according to  the re 
p o rt in  the H era ld  Tribune, added th a t the M ex i
can au tho ritie s  are in ves tig a ting  th is  “ conspi
racy ”  a lleged ly organized w ith  the financ ia l help 
o f H it le r  and M usso lin i; th a t is, the German and 
Ita lia n  a llies o f S ta lin .

Y ou r readers no doubt are in te llig e n t enough 
to  discern the source o f th is  d ir ty , a rrogan t, and 
s tup id  fa ls ifica tio n . The source is specified by 
three le tte rs : GPU.

A s fo r  M r. Cesar O rtiz , I  do no t know  any
th in g  about h im . B u t I  can a d m it th a t he re a lly  
exists and d irects w h a t is called the “ fo re ig n ”  
po licy  o f “ E l P opu la r” . 0,n J u ly  2, before the 
M exican courts, I  rea ffirm ed th a t th is  paper is 
a sem i-o ffic ia l organ o f the G P U ; th a t in  a ll 
questions o f in te res t to  S ta lin  i t  supports the 
po litics  o f the G PU ; th a t i t  in v a ria b ly  defends 
the crim es o f the GPU and propagates a ll the 
fa ls ifica tions  and slanders w h ich  the GPU 
spreads aga inst the enemies o f S ta lin ; th a t i f  —  
a fte r  a long period o f defending H it le r— “ E l Po
p u la r”  today defends “ democracy”  i t  does so un 
der d ire c t orders fro m  the GPU and in  the in 
te res t o f  some tem po ra ry  need o f S ta lin .

In  v iew  o f the fa c t th a t the  pe rpe tra to rs  o f 
the assault aga inst me, and p a rtic u la r ly  the m u r
derers o f R obert Sheldon H a rte , (T ro ts k y ’s sec
re ta ry ) are agents o f the GPU and members o f 
the C om inte rn ; th a t the ed itors o f “ E l P opu la r”  
were m ora l accomplices in  the p repa ra tion  o f the 
M ay 24 assault and in the a ttem pts  to  cover up 
the crim e ; th a t these fac ts  are being placed be
fo re  the cou rt by me w ith  a ll the necessary ex
actitude ; and in  view  o f the fa c t th a t the  frien ds  
o f the GPU and the in sp ire rs  o f “ E l P opu la r”  
happen to  be deeply compromised, the secret 
police o f S ta lin , its  agents and frien ds  inc lud ing  
ev iden tly  Cesar O rtiz  whom I  do no t know, are 
m ak ing  desperate a ttem pts  to  block the ju d ic ia l 
in ves tig a tion  and to te rro r iz e  me in  o rder to 
prevent fu r th e r  reve la tions concerning the  c r im 
in a l a c t iv ity  o f the GPU on the A m erican con
tine n t. A l l  these a ttem pts  are in  va in . I  w i l l  
ca rry  m y w o rk  th rou gh  to the end.

In  o rder to  g ive  m y denia l o f the assertions 
reported in  the H era ld  T ribune  a ll the necessary 
completeness I  add:

(a ) I  have never had e ith e r d irec t o r in d ire c t 
connections w ith  the in te rn a l po litics  o f Mexico, 
in  p a rtic u la r the recent election cam paign.

(b ) I  do no t have the honor o f know ing Gene
ra l Juan Andreu Alm azan. I  have never had 
e ith e r d irec t o r in d ire c t re la tions  w ith  h im  in 
p a rtic u la r n o r w ith  any o f the outstanding 
figures in general in  any o f the  p o lit ic a l camps 
o f Mexico.

(e) I  do no t have and could not have any mo
tiv e  to  create any d iff ic u lt ie s  fo r  the govern
m ent o f the on ly  cou n try  w h ich granted me its  
ho sp ita lity .

(d ) The assertions reported by  you r corres
pondent represent n o t an iso lated fa c t bu t p a rt 
o f a cam paign w h ich has been un in te rrup te d ly  
and system atica lly  conducted aga inst me under 
the d irec tion  and w ith  the financ ia l assistance of 
the GPU.

(e) T reserve the r ig h t  to  sue M r. Cesar O r
t iz  fo r  the m alicious slanders he has made 
aga inst me in  the in te rests o f the GPU.

LE O N  TR O TS K Y
Ju ly  27, 1940 
Coyoacan, D. F.

ORTIZ RETREATS; DENIES HE 
WAS QUOTED CORRECTLY

M E X IC O  C IT Y , J u ly  29— Today’s “ E l Popu
la r ” , S ta lin is t-con tro lled  organ, publishes a le t 
te r  by Cesar O rtiz  in  wh ich he denies responsi
b i l i t y  fo r  the rem arks a ttr ib u te d  to  h im  by the 
N ew  Y o rk  H era ld  Tribune, accusing T ro tsky  o f 
p lo tt in g  w ith  A lm azan. T ro ts k y  having con fro n t
ed O rtiz  w ith  the H era ld  T ribune  a rtic le  here, 
where O rtiz ’ charge could no t stand fo r  a m o
ment, O rtiz  had to  re trea t.

I t  is his “ op in ion” , says O rtiz , th a t “ the mem
bers o f the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l in  M exico are 
lin ked  to  the A lm a zan is t and rea c tion a ry  ele
ments, and are conducting a w o rk  o f d is rup tion  
and confusion among the w orkers and peasants 
o f the country . In  the ta lk  th a t I  gave before the 
group, ‘Sem inary in  M exico,’ I  lim ite d  m yse lf 
to  g iv in g  th is  in te rp re ta tio n  and to  in d ica ting  
the provocative character— fo r  the revo lu tiona ry  
reg im e o f P resident Cardenas— th a t the T ro ts k y  
‘case’ has had.

“ I  am no t responsible fo r  the sensationa list 
fo rm s which the H era ld  T ribune m ay have wished 
to g ive  th is  s im ple and known reference.”

AGAINST CAPITALIST 
MILITARY TRAINING 
CONSCRIPTION BILLS

B y A L B E R T  G O L D M A N
A re  we fo r  o r aga inst the B urke -W adsw orth  con

sc rip tion  b i l l?  One thousand percent aga inst it .
N o t because o f any p a rtic u la r clauses contained 

in i t ;  no t because i t  is a measure in troduced in  tim e  
o f peace and thus v io la tes A m erican  tra d itio n . B u t 
because i t  is a measure in troduced by a ca p ita lis t 
governm ent fo r  the purpose o f de fending the im p e ri
a lis t in te rests o f Am erican cap ita lism .

I f  our p a r ty  had a representa tive  in  Congress he 
would vote aga ins t any conscrip tion b ill in troduced 
by any representa tive  o f the c a p ita lis t class because 
i t  could have as its  purpose on ly  the defense o f the 
in te rests o f the c a p ita lis t class.

We are b it te r ly  opposed to the ca p ita lis t class and 
to  its  governm ent and we are opposed to  any measure 
in troduced fo r  the defense o f th a t class and th a t gov
ernm ent.

* * *

B u t we are fo r  m il ita ry  tra in in g . We w a n t w orkers 
to  be tra in ed  in the use o f arm s. W e have no th ing  
in  common w ith  the pacifists. O ur opposition to  
conscrip tion  is no t based on the fa n ta s tic  idea th a t 
somehow o r o ther m il i ta ry  t ra in in g  is bad fo r  the 
cha racter o f an in d iv idu a l and bad fo r  some k ind  o f 
an abs trac t democracy.

W o w a n t to sec every w o rke r s k ille d  in  the use o f 
weapons so th a t he can help defend the in te rests o f 
h is class.

I f  any pac ifis t speaks before a g a th e rin g  o f w o rk 
ers and tr ie s  to  convince them  th a t they should oppose 
m il ita ry  tra in in g , the revo lu tio n a ry  w o rke r should 
ask h im : “ W h a t do you w a n t us to  do? Do you w a n t 
us to be d ra fte d  d u rin g  a w a r (as we sha ll in e v ita b ly  
be regardless o f you r pac ifis t m ou th ings) and be sent 
in to  the trenches w ith o u t m il ita ry  tra in in g ?  Do you 
w a n t us to  stand up aga inst the tra in ed  thugs o f the 
c a p ita lis t class no t know ing  how to  use m odern 
weapons?”

Anyone w ith  h a lf  an eye can sec th a t we are now 
l iv in g  in  a period o f w a r and m ilita r is m  and the in 
te ll ig e n t w o rke r realizes th a t the w o rk in g  class can 
meet its  enemies on ly  i f  i t  is prepared in  a m il ita ry  
sense.

A nd i t  is because wo understand the enormous 
necessity o f m il ita ry  tra in in g  fo r  the w o rkers  th a t 
we stress th a t po in t.

D eterm ined to  make every w o rke r see the neces
s ity  o f m il ita ry  t ra in in g  our emphasis w i l l  be on th a t 
aspect o f the question. E ve ry  w o rke r should know  
th a t our opposition to  the conscrip tion b il l is no t mo
tiva te d  by pac ifis t considerations. E ve ry  w o rke r 
should know  th a t we w a n t the w o rkers  to be tra in e d  
in  m il ita ry  technique.

We Were Wrong On R. O. T. C.
In  m y op in ion we made a serious m istake in  the 

past on the question o f our opposition to  the Reserve 
O fficers T ra in in g  Corps a t the colleges. The student 
you th  who then were the m a jo r ity  o f the you th  in  our 
p a r ty  had a ll the pac ifis t cha racte ris tics  connected 
w ith  the le f t  w in g  o f the social-dem ocrats. O ur a g ita 
tio n  aga inst the R.O.T.C. was la rg e ly  p a c ifis t in  
character.

T h is  section o f the s tudent you th  d id  no t see then, 
as the y  do no t see even now, the necessity o f em
phasiz ing  the need fo r  m il i ta ry  tra in in g  fo r  every 
w o rke r and every student who w ants  to pa rtic ip a te  
in  the re vo lu tio n a ry  movement.

B u t then the question arises as to  how to  ge t 
m il ita ry  tra in in g  fo r  the w o rke rs?  A s  a revo lu tio n a ry  
p a r ty  opposed to m il i ta ry  conscrip tion  by the ca p ita l
is t  state, bu t a t the same tim e  in  fa v o r o f m il i ta ry  
tra in in g  fo r  the workers, we are obliged to  propose 
a measure w h ich would place the tra in in g  o f the 
w orkers  under th e ir  own con tro l.

Trade Unions Must Take Charge
W h a t be tte r means tha n  to  have organized labo r 

take  charg'e o f t ra in in g  the  w o rkers  in  m il ita ry  
science? I t  would be an easy m a tte r fo r  the trade 
unions to  organize camps o f th e ir  own where tho 
w orkers  w ould be tra in ed  under o ffice rs over whom  
they  had complete con tro l.

A nd so long as the re  is a< c a p ita lis t sta te  able to  
d ra ft  w o rkers  fo r  w a r, w hy  should n o t th a t s tate 
fu rn is h  the funds to d e fra y  the expenses o f w o rkers ’ 
t ra in in g  camps?

W ill  the c a p ita lis t governm ent g ra n t such a de
mand? T h a t is im m a te ria l and i t  depends upon how 
s trong  a m ovem ent is created around such a demand.

W ill the w orkers  ra l ly  around such a demand? W e 
do no t know de fin ite ly  u n t il we t r y .  C e rta in ly  such 
a demand w il l  appear reasonable and necessary to  
every advanced w orker. A nd  above a ll i t  is bound to  
in s t i l l  in to  the m inds o f m any w orkers the necessity 
o f m il ita ry  tra in in g  fo r  themselves and th e ir  class.

I f  Conscription is Adopted
Assum ing th a t Congress passes some k in d  o f a 

conscrip tion b ill, should advanced w o rkers  re fuse to 
be conscripted?

A bso lu te ly  not. They should take  th e ir  place 
am ongst those conscripted ju s t  as the y  take th e ir  
place am ong the w orkers  who are exp lo ited in  the  
factories.

To be a conscientious ob jecto r is to  read oneself 
ou t o f the revo lu tiona ry  movement. There is no place 
in  th a t movem ent fo r  people who cannot see the ne
cessity o f l iv in g  w ith  the masses w hethe r in  the fa c 
to ry  o r in  the barracks.

N o revo lu tiona ry  w o rk e r should t r y  to  avoid con
scrip tion  on the the o ry  th a t he does no t w a n t to  serve 
in  a c a p ita lis t a rm y.

A nd a fte r  ha v in g  been d ra fte d  in to  the a rm y  the  
re vo lu tio n a ry  w o rke r is under an ob liga tion  to  act 
in  such a w ay as to ga in  the confidence o f h is  fe llo w  
soldiers. I t  would be co n tra ry  to  the in te rests  o f tho 
re vo lu tio n a ry  movem ent i f  he were to  be m arked and 
constan tly  punished fo r  in d iv id u a l insubord ina tion .

We are no t in  the  a rm y  to  show o f f  our indepen
dent s p ir it .  W e are there because u n fo rtu n a te ly  the 
masses have not ye t been won over to  our ideas and 
w h ile  we are there we m ust t r y  our best to  make 
them  believe in  our ideas.

T o  'be a s k il fu l so ld ie r and to  fight; fo r  the in te r
ests o f h is fe llo w  soldiers is  the best m ethod to  
achieve the  position o f leadership w h ich  every re 
v o lu tio n a ry  w o rke r should have in  o rder best to  serve 

the in te rests o f the w o rk in g  classes.

H A V A N A  PARLEY FAILED TO MEET 
HEMISPHERE ECONOMIC PROBLEM

B y SAM  M A R C Y
Now th a t the Havana Confer

ence is over, a ll sections of the 
Am erican bourgeoisie are busily 
engaged in  d raw ing  a balance 
sheet of its  resu lts and accom
plishments.

A ll sections of the bourgeoisie 
are in  accord tha t the menace of 
Nazi economic penetration, real as 
well as feigned, m ust be vigorously 
combated by force i f  necessary.

A ll are agreed th a t henceforth 
the Caribbean sea m ust become a 
s tr ic t ly  Am erican lake, th a t the 
long s tr in g  o f islands s tre tch ing 
from  the Bahamas off! the coast 
of F lo rida , to T rin id a d  o ff Vene
zuela. m ust pass in to  the hands 
o f Yankee im peria lism , by pay
ment i f  needs m ust—ire the form  
of a m ark-o ff fo r  French and 
B rit is h  defaulted w ar debts! !

And i f  there is s t i l l  any room 
fo r fu r th e r exp lo ita tion  of L a tin  
Am erican m arkets, the United 
States should extend its  beneficent 
hand— w ith  money in  the form  of 
loans, supported by good and suf
ficient. co lla te ra l secu rity !

And i f  L a tin  Am erica can ab
sorb Am erican m anufactured pro
ducts, shut out from  the European 
m arkets by the im p e ria lis t W ar. 
then by a ll means, the Roosevelt 
governm ent should help ci’eate the 
fac ilit ie s  necessary fo r  the m ar
ke ting  of these finished products. 
And above a ll, the solid “ democ
ra tic ”  bonds, w h ich  are common 
to a ll Am ericans such as Batista, 
Vargas, Senator Reynolds and 
M a rtin  Dies, m ust be s treng th
ened.

T H E Y  R U N  U P  A G A IN S T  
SOME H A R D  FACTS

Upon a ll of those tilings , a ll 
sections of the Am erican bour- 
geosie are in  perfect accord. But 
a ll of th is  u n a n im ity  cannot hide 
the most bu rn ing  contrad ictions 
w ith in  w orld  im p e ria lis t economy, 
cannot hide the fac t th a t L a tin  
Am erica  is p r im a r ily  an agrarian 
and raw  m a te ria l “ supplement”  
to in d u s tr ia l Europe and p a rtia lly  
to the United States, th a t Europe 
and L a tin  Am erica are component 
elements o f a .b lind  anarchical sys
tem o f economy each o f which 
produces at its  own r is k  the p ro
ducts needed by the other, but 
never being in  a position to adapt 
itse lf to the demands of the 
ot her.

The fact tha t both L a tin  A m er
ica and (he United States both 
su ffe r from  the same cap ita lis t 
disease of overproduction, in  the 
sphere of cotton, wheat, corn, cer
eals, o il and others, w h ile  Europe

is on the verge of s ta rva tion  fo r 
lack of these products, illu s tra te s  
once again the law of the grow 
ing  d isproportion  between the 
m ain  branches of cap ita lis t eco
nomy, between in d u s try  and a g ri
culture.

L a tin  A m erica m ust be in  a 
position to export its  ag ricu ltu ra l 
products to countries w h ich need 
them (Europe). The U nited States 
can on ly  absorb them  to a very 
sm alj extent, and w hat is more, 
i t  is a fflic ted  w ith  the same m a l
ady as is L a tin  A m erica: i t  has 
huge surpluses o f ag ricu ltu ra l 
products, w h ich i t  can on ly dis
pose of in  Europe or Asia.

W H Y  T H E  FA R M E R S  
A R E N ’T  P LE A S E D

A g ric u ltu ra l cap ita lis ts  in  the 
United States, or to he more spe
cific, the M iddle W estern agrarian  
interests, are in  sharp com peti
tio n  w ith  L a tin  A m erica in  the 
sale of the same products.

W hat then, is th is  ta lk  by Roos
evelt of empowering the United 
States Im port and E xpo rt Bank to 
loan L a tin  Am erica $500,000,000 
to help them sell th e ir  a g ricu l
tu ra l products? Is n ’t  i t  enough, 
cry  the W estern farmers, th a t we 
have to meet such sharp com peti
t ion  from  L a tin  Am erica w ithou t 
W ashington he lp ing them to un
dersell us, w ith  a subsidy paid 
by Am erican taxpayers?

B ut i t  is not in  answer to your 
interests, th a t I  make th is  p ro
posal, Roosevelt would answer i f  
he were t ru th fu l.  I t  is in  the 
in te rest of pow erfu l in du s tria lis ts  
and financiers who have invested 
b illions  of do lla rs in  L a tin  A m er
ican ra ilroads, telephone compa
nies, pub lic  u tilit ie s , o il refineries 
and m erchant vessels, th a t Roos
evelt makes th is  proposal.

These b illio n s  of do lla rs w ill 
b ring  no prem ium s to the coupon 
clippers in  W a ll Street, unless La 
t in  Am erica can export its  pro
ducts. Thus i f  B ra z il does not 
export its  cotton, i t  does not use 
the American-owned ra ilroads  in  
B raz il, uses less e lectric  power, 
less telephones, less m erchant ves
sels. As a m atte r of fact, and not 
m erely as an illu s tra tio n , A m e ri
can investm ents in  L a tin  A m eri
can in d u s try  have brought con
s tan tly  d im in ish in g  re turns, as a 
resu lt o f the catastrophic drop 
in L a tin  A m erica ’s export trade.

Thus the Roosevelt governm ent 
prefers to help the finance cap i
ta lis ts  who have investm ents in  
L a tin  Am erica ra the r than the 
agrarian  in terests of the Middle-

W estern states. He m ust do so. 
since the finance cap ita lis ts  are 
also the rea l ru le rs  of the United 
States.

S TR U G G LE  B E T W E E N  
F A R M E R S  A N D  
F IN A N C E  P IC T U R E D

The strugg le between the fin 
ance cap ita lis ts  and the agrarian  
in terests of the m iddle W est was 
g raph ica lly  and d ra m a tica lly  i l lu 
strated in  the Senate B ank ing  Com
m ittee du rin g  the consideration of 
tho W agner B i l l  p ro v id ing  fo r an 
increase in  lend ing powers of an
o ther $500,000,000 in  order to 
cover loans to L a tin  Am erica.

Federal Loan A d m in is tra to r 
Jesse Jones, representing the fin 
ance cap ita lis ts, was exp la in ing  
the purposes' of the b il l and came 
to the pa rt where in he stated th a t 
the U n ited States would help L a 
t in  Am erica export more wool and 
hides, even in to  the United States, 
l ie  was im m edia te ly  cut sho rt by 
Senator F ra izer, of N o rth  Dakota, 
who said, “ We produce wool and 
hides here— we could produce a ll 
we need.”

Senator C lark, from  Idaho, im 
m ediate ly jo ined, since Idaho is 
also an a g ricu ltu ra l state. So did 
other Senators fron t the m iddle 
W estern states jo in  in  the pro
test, but o f no ava il, since i t  is 
the bankers and in d u s tr ia lis ts  
who run  the coun try  and not the 
m iddle-W ostern farm ers.

Perhaps i t  m ig h t no t be fa r 
afield to po in t out here th a t the 
sharp curta ilm ent, of the home 
m arket fo r ag rarian  products, and 
the ever-grow ing dependency of 
the Am erican a g ricu ltu ra l states 
upon exports .to  Europe and Asia, 
has reflected its e lf p o lit ic a lly  in 
demands fo r  " is o la tio n ”  as A m er
ica’s fo re ign po licy— meaning by 
tha t term  non-involvem ent in  war. 
since w ar cu rta ils  export m arkets 
-—and fo r the devolpment o f peace
fu l trade policies w ith  a ll coun
tries  and against h igh  ta r iffs . 
That expla ins the s trong , “ isola
tio n is t”  tendencies in  the m iddle 
West, and the use i t  is put to by 
such demagogues as Senator 
W heeler and others.

L a tin  A m erica  and the M iddle 
West can on ly  be liberated when 
the p ro le ta r ia t o f the W estern 
Hemisphere takes the means of 
production in to  its  hands, ousts 
t lie  cap ita lis ts  and establishes a 
socia list system of production, 
based on use and not pro fit. That 
is the on ly  way to solve the im 
pe ria lis t con trad ic tions w h ich are 
to r tu r in g  a ll o f to il in g  hum an ity .


